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honors its own 

Kim Moore 
as one of the Brooklyn’s 
Women of Distinction 

Honorees at the 
7th Annual Women of 

Distinction Awards Gala.
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S
mart, proficient women are a dynamic 
Brooklyn resource.

Community News Group and Courier 
Life Publications feel so strongly that our 

borough would be a lot less distinctive without 
their influence that we’ve dedicated an entire 
publication to these pistons of power — for the 
seventh consecutive year.

Our 2017 Women of Distinction magazine 
showcases 25 of our best and brightest female 
workers and volunteers, nominated by their 
peers and selected by an independent panel for 

distinguishing themselves in their 
chosen fields. 

They represent women we see 
every day walking on our streets, 
shopping in our stores, and seated 
next to us on the bus or train. 

Some of them have conquered ex-
traordinary obstacles along their 
personal and professional journeys. 

Others have paved the way for future gen-
erations to succeed with confidence. Yet all of 
them have demonstrated a commitment to work, 

attention to duty, and love of community 
that has inspired, educated, healed, and 
uplifted Brooklyn in good and bad times.

They are making today and tomorrow 
better than yesterday, for all of us.

We hope that you enjoy this publica-
tion as much as we did compiling it, and 
consider it a token of our gratitude and 
appreciation to our 2017 Women of Dis-
tinction, whose formidable contributions 
have placed Brooklyn on the map as a pro-

ductive, resilient, friendly — and distinctive — 
place. — Jennifer Goodstein, 

 President and Publisher, 

 Community News Group
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Early Detection of Breast Cancer 
at BRMI

One of every eight 
women will be diag-
nosed with breast 
cancer in her life-
time, making breast 
cancer the most com-
monly diagnosed 
cancer in women, 
and the second lead-
ing cause of death 
among women. The 
aim of Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month is 
to promote screening 
as the most effective 
weapon in the fight 
against breast can-
cer.

Too many people 
wait until they expe-
rience symtoms, like 
a palpable lump or 
nipple discharge, be-
fore they get a mam-
mogram. By then, the 
cancer may be more 
difficult to treat and 
cure.  That’s why it is 
so important to have 
a screening mam-
mogram once a year. 
When breast cancer 
is detected through 
annual screening, 
the vast majority of 
women are cured.

Mammography is 
the primary modal-
ity  used to detect 
breast cancer.  The 
American Cancer So-
ciety and the Ameri-
can College of Ra-
diology recommend 

yearly mammogra-
phy screening after 
the age of 40. Addi-
tionally, screening 
may include breast 
ultrasound in women 
with dense breasts, 
and breast MRI in 
women at increased 
risk for breast can-
cer (e.g., family his-
tory, genetic predis-
position, past breast 
cancer).

Bay Ridge Medi-
cal Imaging (BRMI) 

is proud to offer 3D 
mammography, a 
breakthrough tech-
nology in the di-
agnosis of breast 
cancer. This revolu-
tionary procedure, 
also known as “tomo-
synthesis”, enables 
BRMI radiologists 
to view the inside 
of the breast layer-
by-layer using very 
low dose images. 
With the addition of 
3D tomosynthesis to 

the traditional mam-
mogram, BRMI im-
proves breast can-
cer detection while 
decreasing the num-
ber of patients called 
back for additional 
testing.

When a suspicious 
abnormality is de-
tected, BRMI per-
forms breast biop-
sies to diagnose the 
abnormality as be-
nign or malignant. 
Biopsies can be per-

formed under ultra-
sound, mammogram, 
or MRI guidance. Of-
ten biopsies are per-
formed on the same 
day as imaging. In 
patients with biopsy-
proven breast cancer, 
BRMI offers breast 
MRI and PET/CT for 
staging.

BRMI is open 7 
days a week Mon.-Fri. 

718-
238-7000

Bay Ridge Medical Imaging
Visit us at brmi.org
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2005 Coney Island Ave 3802 14th Ave
718-854-5400

9020 5th Ave
718-880-3066

6700-02 3rd Ave
718-880-3063

Women’s 

A MOBILE FRIENDLY WAY TO BOOK
APPOINTMENTS AT ALL LOCATIONS

Wishing
Your Family A

Happy & Healthy
Passover

Wishing all the 
women nominees 

a healthy and 
sucessful year

THANK YOU WOMEN OF DISTINCTION!



BROOKLYN’S WOMEN OF DISTINCTION 2017B6  

 
 

T H E C I T Y  O F N EW  Y O RK  
O FFI C E O F T H E MA Y O R  
N EW  Y O RK ,  N Y  1 0 0 0 7  

 

 
 
 

 
 

June 1, 2017 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
 It is a great pleasure to welcome everyone to Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction Gala 
Dinner and Awards Ceremony. 
 
 New York’s greatest wealth is in the power of its people, and we are proud of our 
residents’ shared sense of responsibility to make a positive impact in communities across the five 
boroughs. Generations of dedicated and tenacious women have shaped and strengthened 
neighborhoods throughout Brooklyn, and their leadership and commitment to service has helped 
guide our city towards a brighter future. Tonight’s event will celebrate some of the many 
outstanding women who have demonstrated a bold commitment to giving back and lifting up 
their fellow New Yorkers. Chirlane and I are proud to join in applauding all those present who 
have been terrific partners in empowering our residents and leading the way to a better 
tomorrow. 
 
 On behalf of the City of New York, congratulations to all of the wonderful women being 
honored this year. Please accept my best wishes for an enjoyable event and continued success. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Bill de Blasio 
Mayor 
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REV. DR. ELIZABETH BUTLER
Protecting and educating Bedford-Stuyvesant’s children

BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA

The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Butler is a 
minister, an author, an activist 
and an educator who remembers 

what a friend — from Philadelphia, 
actually — once told her: “There are 
only two kinds of people in the world; 
those who live in Brooklyn, and those 
who want to live in Brooklyn.” 

Butler is proud to live in the cultur-
ally diverse community of Bedford-
Stuyvesant, where she serves as pas-
tor of the Church of New Beginnings. 

Her work includes preaching, 
teaching, counseling; the adminis-
tration of church affairs, coordinat-
ing weekly services, community out-
reach, and special events. Under her 
guidance, the ministry focuses on 
helping marginalized individuals and 
families — older women, in particular 
— who have suffered trauma and ad-
dictions.

Her plan for the next decade in-
cludes a community engagement proj-
ect that involves children and families 
who have been affected by senseless 
street violence and killings.

“It was inspired by Zurana Horton, 
a mother of 12 who was killed as she 
used her body as a human shield to 
save the lives of children in Browns-

ville,” says Butler, who adds that her 
fi rst book, “More Rivers to Cross,” 
scheduled to be released this year, 
contains a narrative about Horton.

Butler has spent her entire adult 
life protecting and educating chil-
dren. She worked as a New York City 
public school teacher for 30 years — 26 

of them at PS 316 in Prospect Heights 
— before retiring in 2008. Carmen Glo-
ria Rosario Olmedo, who nominated 
Butler to be a Woman of Distinction, 
was the principal at PS 316.

“Elizabeth is such a leader; an ad-
vocate for women and underdogs,” Ol-
medo says. “She is always there when 
you are in trouble.”

In fact, this Woman of Distinction 
is far from “retired,” she merely left 
one successful career to focus more 
fully on her second one — the minis-
try work she’s been involved in since 
1986 and says is “a deep conviction 
that I refer to as my call from God.”

She says Brooklyn is the ideal 
place to be a minister, because its tap-
estry of religion, culture, class and 
race allows her to strive to make it, in 
the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., “a beloved community of accep-
tance.”

Butler credits her mother, Eliza-
beth, for instilling in her the under-
standing that a love of God, family, and 
community are inextricably tied to-
gether. Likewise, her activism can be 
traced to her upbringing. She was one 
of eight siblings who grew up in the 
South in the Jim Crow era, on a share-
cropper’s farm in St. Stephen, S.C.

“Growing up in abject poverty 
motivated me to choose a life’s path 
working for social justice and equal-
ity for children and families in mar-
ginalized communities,” Butler says.

She concedes, however, that reach-
ing those who struggle with unem-
ployment, homelessness, street vio-
lence, drug abuse, and isolation is no 
easy task. On one particularly tough 
day, she asked her son, Efrem, how 
he manages his diffi cult days. She 
was comforted when he answered: “I 
ask myself, ‘What would my mother 
do?’ ”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Bedford-
Stuyvesant.

OCCUPATION: Activist, minister, 
educator. 

COMPANY: Church of New 
Beginnings.

CLAIM TO FAME: Called by God.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Joloff Restaurant on Bedford 
Avenue. I love the delicious 
Senegalese food and the 
atmosphere of the restaurant.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My beloved 
late mother, Elizabeth Butler. She 
demonstrated to me the meaning of 
faith, compassion, and sacrifi ce.

MOTTO: “Learn as if you were to 
live forever, live as if you were to 
die tomorrow.” — Mahatma Gandhi.
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GRISEL AMADOR
Going the extra mile for Sunset Park’s senior population

BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA

Her name is Grisel, her daugh-
ter’s name is Grisel, and her two 
granddaughters’ middle names 

are Grisel. A third granddaughter, as 
yet unborn, is also expected to share 
the name.

In this family, the name “Grisel” 
implies strength.

Grisel Amador drew on her 
strength as a single mom, born in 
Puerto Rico speaking only Spanish, 
to raise three children and a niece by 
herself, learn to speak English, and 
earn a bachelor’s degree in Science of 
Human Services from Brooklyn’s Bo-
ricua College.

At that point, her professional 
journey was just beginning. In 1988, 
she joined the United Senior Center 
of Sunset Park as a bilingual case-
worker. Ten years later, she was 
named executive director, a position 
she holds to this day.

In that role, she’s involved in “ev-
erything” that affects the lives of the 
senior citizens who use the facility. 
Amador oversees the daily planned 
activities for those who come to the 
center, making sure they receive 
breakfast, lunch, and other services. 
She’s also in charge of the Commu-

nity Emergency Response Team, en-
suring the facility is open even dur-
ing snowstorms, so that its elderly 
patrons have two solid meals and 
a warm place to spend the day. The 
center is already staffed with trans-
lators, but Amador wants to do more: 
she plans to learn Chinese to better 

communicate with the growing num-
bers of Chinese-speaking seniors who 
come there.

Asked why she keeps striving to go 
that extra mile for the senior center’s 
patrons, she answers simply, “I like 
to help people.”

When the center needed a new el-
evator to transport seniors to the 
third fl oor location, Amador encour-
aged the elderly clientele to show up 
in large numbers, every day, to sup-
port it. The daily turnout “touched 
me and touched everyone,” she says. 
“Community Board 7 and our local 
politicians helped us get the new el-
evator.”

This Woman of Distinction’s en-
during desire to be of service to oth-
ers extends outside the walls of the 
senior center; she’s a member of Com-
munity Board 7, has received numer-
ous certifi cates for her work in the 
Sunset Park community, and was 
the proud recipient of a Humanitar-
ian Award from former Kings County 
District Attorney Charles J. Hynes.

Most of all, she is proud of her 
three children. Her daughter, Grisel, 
is a social worker, her middle son, 
Justin, served in the Navy, earning 
his bachelor’s degree there, and her 

younger son, Malek, works in the ho-
tel industry in Florida.

Amador has made “giving back” a 
family affair. They have all worked at 
Maimonides Medical Center at some 
point in their lives — she and her 
sons as volunteers, her daughter in 
the hospital’s administrative offi ce.

Amador’s colleague, Xiomara 
Martinez, a colleague of Amador’s 
at the senior center, who nominated 
her for this award, said: “My co-work-
ers and I are very proud to work with 
such a wonderful, caring person.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Sunset Park.

OCCUPATION: Executive director.

COMPANY: United Senior Center 
of Sunset Park.

CLAIM TO FAME: Treating people 
with respect and dignity.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
United Senior Center of Sunset 
Park. Also: My apartment, a 
private place to rest and think 
about the future.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My daughter, 
Grisel, a social worker, and single 
mom who fi nished her Master’s 
degree, and self-published a book 
that helps seniors learn about 
benefi ts which may be available to 
them.

MOTTO: Work hard to get what 
you want.
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HEATHER CUCCIA
Found her true calling in volunteering to help children

BY SHNIEKA L. JOHNSON
Heather Cuccia has spent 15 

years working in the health care 
industry, but it was philanthropy 
that was her calling since her teen 
years. 

“I got involved in philanthropy 
during my senior year of high 
school in 1996 at Bishop Kearney,” 
said Ms. Cuccia. “I started an or-
ganization ‘Forgotten Children’ at 
St. Francis College to provide chil-
dren ages 2 months to 19 years af-
fected by the AIDS virus with en-
joyment of life through celebration 
throughout the seasons.” 

Since her time as a young adult, 
children and philanthropy have 
had great inf luence on her. She 
does not hesitate to help children.

Cuccia still does a great deal of 
volunteering and performing. She 
performs the National Anthem 
for the Daily News Golden Gloves 
events, various military and vet-
eran events held at the Fort Ham-
ilton Army Base, as well as MCU 
Park for the Brooklyn Cyclones. 
She also volunteers with Wreaths 
Across America, which provides 
wreaths to honor fallen soldiers. 

Often, this Woman of Distinc-

tion is able to use her talent and 
love for singing to give back and 
make change in her community 
and greater Brooklyn. 

“I enjoy volunteering my vo-
cal talent to perform the National 

Anthem for various events and 
organizations,” said Cuccia. “I 
also volunteer my marketing and 
development experience to vari-
ous organizations in the borough 
of Brooklyn, such as Operation 
Birthday Party, which provides 
homeless children and children in 
battered women’s shelters with a 
monthly birthday party.”

Maria Nitti, president of Oper-
ation Birthday Party, noted that 
she met Cuccia about two years 
ago, when she started to donate 
her time for Operation Birthday 
Party. 

“[Heather] later took a bigger 
role at the organization during the 
holiday season, when she stepped 
in and got donations and even ran 
a party,” said Nitti. “It is very rare 
that you find someone that will 
donate their time for strangers. 
Overall, she is a great person. She 
is kind, loving and sincere.”

“I may not have everything I 
want, but with the career that I’ve 
had, the people that I’ve had in 
my life — I have it all,” she said. 
“There’s a lot of selfishness in this 
world that I’ve seen in my lifetime. 
There is no time to be selfish,” she 

added. “In my heart, I know that 
people see your talent and enable 
you. It’s like when an artist (like 
Monet) painted paintings — you 
walk into a room and you want to 
perform for people. You give them 
a canvas, the words and the story 
is told through their eyes.” 

The use of her natural talents to 
helps others makes her a Woman 
of Distinction.

NEIGHBORHOOD: I was 
brought up in Marine Park, and 
now reside in Bensonhurst.

OCCUPATION: Senior physican 
advocate.

COMPANY: United Healthcare.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN 
PLACE: The most beautiful 
place with a view of the bridge, 
the Bluff on Fort Hamilton Army 
Base.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: I admire 
my mother, Louisa Cuccia, a 
teacher of 47 years. She had 
a presence over children — she 
had a presence, not just a voice 
— and if I could do that for just 
one second in the presence of 
the children I volunteer with, 
that is a blessing.

MOTTO: Everybody is given 
blessings when they’re born—
everything else is an added 
bonus.
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Every year the Brooklyn’s Women of distinction organization recognizes several women who 
have consistently gone above and beyond the call of duty in giving back to their community 

by giving them a Brooklyn’s women of distinction award. Big Apple Props would like to
congratulate all the recipients of this award and especially someone who has a heart of 

gold. Someone who has taught so much about forgiveness, giving back to the community, 
giving back to those in need, and treating everyone like you would your own family.

She is everyone’s first phone call when they are in need. From fundraisers to helping
strangers she has proven she is a Women of Distinction. She is the foundation of our family 

and without her we would not be standing.

We are honored to congratulate Brigitte Zabbatino for receiving 
this beautiful award and want to thank her for reminding us

everyone can make a difference!

Big Apple Props
2047 Flatbush Ave
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11234

718-951-0150
“If you can imagine it, we will create it”

Bigappleprops.com
Instagram.com/bigapplepropsnyc

Facebook: Big Apple Props
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MARIA D’ALESSANDRO
Second-generation volunteer gives back to Marine Park

BY ILY GOYANES

Maria D’Alessandro wants to be 
remembered as a caring per-
son who did her best for all 

she met along life’s journey. Con-
sidering how dedicated she is to her 
family and her community, we’re 
sure that is exactly how she will be 
remembered. 

D’Alessandro was born in Brook-
lyn, and attended local schools — 
PS 207, IS 278, John Dewey High 
School, and Kingsborough Com-
munity College. She has truly em-
braced all that Brooklyn has to of-
fer and has dedicated her life to 
giving back to her beloved borough 
and its residents.

Both D’Alessandro’s parents 
were volunteers in her Marine Park 
neighborhood, and she has contin-
ued their legacy. In 1986, she joined 
the Marine Park Civic board of di-
rectors, serving as a board member 
and chairwoman of the board.

“I remained there until 2012 when 
I and several others in the commu-
nity decided that an organization 
was needed directly for the park it-
self,” says D’Alessandro. “We estab-
lished the Marine Park Alliance 
Corp in 2013 of which I am the execu-

tive vice president.” She also serves 
as the volunteer coordinator and 
event planner for the Alliance.

During the years she has also 
donated her time and energy to the 
Hendrick I. Lott House, Cub Scout 
Pack 353, and the 63rd Precinct Com-
munity Council.

D’Alessandro’s friends and fam-
ily have long admired her selfless 
dedication to helping others; one of 
her biggest admirers is her husband 
of 33 years, Charles D’Alessandro.

“I admire everything about her. 
The fact that she is amazing and 
she doesn’t even know it,” he says. 
“She is a selfless person who treats 
everyone the way she would like to 
be treated. She cares with her whole 
heart, pays attention to every detail, 
and it shows.”

He added that his wife truly 
adores Marine Park, the “small com-
munity in a big city,” where she was 
raised, and also has a special place 
in her heart for her home borough, 
saying that Brooklyn “has so much 
to offer, and still has that small-
town feeling.”

Family friend Kristy DiCarlo had 
more words of praise for this Woman 
of Distinction.

“She does so much for the com-
munity. Maria is very humble, very 
humble — she does not look for rec-
ognition. She’s civic-minded, puts 
herself out there, spends a lot of 
time volunteering, doing park clean-
ups, serving as president of the as-
sociation dedicated to the park — 

it’s truly amazing what she’s gotten 
done. She’s just an all-around good 
person, a very deserving person.”

If she were able to trade places 
with anyone and hold any position 
anywhere in the world, say, presi-
dent or queen, D’Alessandro says 
she wouldn’t, insisting her favor-
ite position is the one she currently 
holds.

“I hold that position right here, 
every day as a loving partner to my 
life partner, mother to my two sons 
Charles and Carmine, daughter to 
my parents, and a caregiver to the 
people that touch my life each day,” 
says D’Alessandro.

NEIGHBORHOOD: Marine Park.

OCCUPATION: Title closer.

COMPANY: Self-employed.

CLAIM TO FAME: Second-
generation community volunteer 
and steward of Marine Park for 
future generations. 

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Marine Park.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother 
RoseMarie Carro. She was and 
is a wonderful wife, mother, and 
volunteer.

MOTTO: “You must be the 
change you wish to see in the 
world.” – Mahatma Gandhi
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Gala Dinner
& 

Award Ceremony
Thursday, June 1, 2017

8023 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11228

To attend please call Jennifer Stern 

at 718-260-8302 
or email jstern@cnglocal.com

Katie Goodman is an award-winning musical comic, actress, author, speaker, and social activist. She has been seen on 
Showtime’s The Green Room With Paul Provenza, on Current TV as a pundit, and on TruTV. She recently 
signed with Comedy Dynamics, North American’s largest independent record label, and her new album “Halfway 
Closer To Dead” is available on Itunes, her books on Amazon, and her comedy music videos can be seen, having amassed 
2 million hits on Youtube and several more million on Facebook. Katie is also a featured blogger for The 
Huffi ngton Post, has contributed to O, The Oprah Magazine and is the author of Improvisation For The 
Spirit and the new funny children’s book, The Night Our Parents Went Out. She is a nationally touring keynote 
speaker on the topic of using the tools of improv comedy in every day life. She is the creator and headliner of “Broad 
Comedy,” an internationally touring satirical musical show that she and her husband Soren Kisiel write and direct. Her 
solo show is presently playing in New York City where she received a Time Out New York Critic’s Pick 
for Best Cabaret. She opens an Off-Broadway run of “Broad Comedy” this spring. Katie & Soren 
ran their own theatre company for 15 years acting and directing in over 125 plays. Katie and Soren 
were nominated for The EPIC Award from The White House Project and were also nominated for the 
MacArthur Foundation Genius Grant for their extensive work in theatre. www.KatieGoodman.com

Katie Goodman
Keynote Speaker

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s 2017 Women of Distinction

Grisel Amador
Rev. Elizabeth Butler, PhD
Heather Cuccia
Maria D’Alessandro
Anastasia D’Amato

Denise P. Levine
Hon. Katherine Levine
Violetta Livshiz
Katie Lusso
Aileen McKinnon

Kim Moore
Tonya Ores
Frances Schwartz
Yelena Sokolin
Lola Star

Stephanie Stellaccio
Marina Trofi mov
Candace Woodward
Pauline Yeung-Ha
Brigitte Zabbatino

Alberta Gulotta
Rev DeVanie Jackson
Diana Kane
Nella Khenkin
Pastor Amy Kienzle

HONOREES

Bay Ridge 
Medical 
Imaging
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ANASTASIA D’AMATO 
‘Ice Cream Lady’ is passionate about community service

BY ILY GOYANES

In Marine Park, it’s probably safe 
to say that many folks really like 
ice cream, and that many folks 

really like the “Ice Cream Lady.”
Anastasia D’Amato has become 

famous locally as the “Ice Cream 
Lady,” who manages Sundaes by the 
Park, a neighborhood institution on 
Avenue S in Marine Park. But as it 
turns out, she serves the commu-
nity in more ways than just scoop-
ing up sweet treats. She’s skilled at 
crunching numbers while provid-
ing bookkeeping services to sev-
eral companies, and as a personal 
trainer, shes encourages clients to 
perform crunches.

In all three roles, she does what 
pleases her most — helping others.

“As the Ice Cream Lady, it’s the 
families and the kids that give me 
the greatest joy,” D’Amato says. 
“I have seen families grow, kids 
grow up, celebrate birthdays, cele-
brate the little ones stepping up to 
the next grade and going to the ‘big 
school,’ graduate elementary, mid-
dle and high school. Seen kids off 
to college. It’s like they’re my own 
kids, they are family.”

Sundaes by the Park is ground 

zero for the Ice Cream Lady’s com-
munity service efforts. She orga-
nizes fund-raisers there for such 
groups as Autism Speaks; Hendrick 
I. Lott House; several schools in the 
Marine Park neighborhood, includ-
ing PS 222 and IS 278; the Gerritsen 
Beach Library; Operation Birthday 

Party; Tiny Tots Express and Boy 
Scouts of America. Often, the enter-
tainment featured at these events 
is local, such as the O’Malley Irish 
Dancers, InPerformance Music 
Workshop, and IS 278’s marching 
band.

D’Amato credits her penchant 
for hard work to her mother, who 
she says “worked her butt off to sup-
port me, and raised me to be an in-
dependent woman, not a dependent 
woman.”

Her son, Joseph Junior, under-
stands what it’s like to look up to 
one’s mom.

“She’s not only the best mom, but 
a great friend who I can talk to about 
everything,” he says. “She’s caring, 
nice, smart, beautiful, and the best 
mom any son could ask for.”

D’Amato grew up on Ocean Park-
way and Avenue Z, and spent most 
of her childhood in Coney Island, a 
place that to this day remains her 
favorite in Brooklyn.

“There are so many things that 
I love about Brooklyn, but my all-
time favorite is the Coney Island 
Mermaid Parade,” she says. “Those 
who know me know I march in the 
parade every year.”

This Woman of Distinction is pas-
sionate — about life, work, charity, 
and her old stomping grounds. And 
people are passionate about her.

“We met last September when do-
ing a drive for Operation Birthday 
Party,” says friend Nancy Falco, 
whom D’Amato helped provide Hal-
loween costumes for homeless chil-
dren. “Anastasia hosted a drive in 
her ice cream store and really ral-
lied to get us costumes that we 
needed. She is always supporting 
the public schools and Catholic 
schools in our neighborhood. She 
donates a percentage of sales and 
also out of her pocket. And she re-
ally helps get the word out and rally 
people on social media. I’ve never 
met anybody so caring about our 
neighborhood.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Marine Park.

OCCUPATION: Bookkeeper and 
“Ice Cream Lady.”

COMPANY: Sundaes by the Park.

CLAIM TO FAME: Being the “Ice 
Cream Lady” in my community.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Coney Island.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mom.

MOTTO: I don’t work to be a 
supermodel; I work to be a role 
model. 
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Congratulations, Ice Cream Lady 
Anastasia D’Amato

From Carl Walsh, First Response
WATER EXTRACTION  FIRE CLEANUP & RESTORATION  PACK OUT/STORAGE SERVICE  PIPE BURST 

MOLD REMEDIATION  SMOKE  SOOT & PUFF BACK  TEMPORARY ELECTRIC  SEWAGE
DIRECT INSRUANCE BILLING  24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE CARL WALSH: 917.440.4044
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ALBERTA GULOTTA
Teaching kids the beauty of Romance languages

BY DANIELLE SULLIVAN

The daughter of Italian immi-
grants, Alberta Gulotta grew 
up bilingual in Brooklyn, with 

a deep appreciation for the language 
and culture of her parents’ home-
land. 

That appreciation blossomed into 
love after Gulotta graduated from 
Fontbonne Hall Academy in Bay 
Ridge, when she would travel to Italy 
each summer. Eventually, she stud-
ied abroad in Florence, Italy, earn-
ing a degree in Romance Languages 
and Education and deciding to de-
vote her life to teaching young peo-
ple the beauty of the Italian, Spanish 
and French languages. To achieve 
that goal, she also studied second-
ary education and taught Italian 
and Spanish to children in New York 
City public schools.

Gulotta’s innate love of Romance 
languages ultimately spread out-
side her classrooms. She developed 
unique language programs for chil-
dren in her Dyker Heights neigh-
borhood, and began her own busi-
ness. The Little Language Studio, 
also known as La Scuola Italiana di 
Brooklyn — the home of her original 
children’s Italian Playgroup — and 

The Kidz Cooking Studio are her lat-
est accomplishments.

The Woman of Distinction de-
signed her language immersion 
programs to be fun and interactive, 
using music, hands-on activities, vi-
sual aids, props and toys. They offer 
Italian classes for infants and chil-

dren, including a bilingual Italian 
nursery program, culinary classes 
and a culinary summer camp, as 
well as private cooking parties. She 
keeps her teacher-student ratios 
small, with the motto: All children 
have the power to learn a foreign 
language.

Dyker Heights resident Regina 
Andriolo, who enrolled her son 
Andy, now a teenager, in Gulotta’s 
first children’s language class, said: 
“Her devotion to her young students 
and her enthusiasm for teaching the 
Italian language through immersion 
speaking, song, and art was readily 
apparent.”

“Alberta gives her young Brook-
lyn residents many opportunities 
to expand their knowledge of the 
world outside their own commu-
nity,” said Andriolo, who was hon-
ored as a Woman of Distinction just 
last year. 

“Her language students present a 
wonderful show each spring, entirely 
spoken and sung in Italian, and they 
have also appeared in the Brooklyn 
and Manhattan Columbus Day pa-
rades. These experiences, and the 
many others Alberta provides, build 
self confi dence and knowledge of 

other cultures in our youngsters.”
Among the many accolades Gu-

lotta has received in the 23 years she 
has educated children in the Italian 
language, she is especially proud of 
being named Educator of the Year 
last year by the American Italian 
Educators Association. 

It’s evident that Gulotta’s endur-
ing desire to educate others in lan-
guage is rooted in her love and re-
spect for her Italian heritage.

“I promote bilingualism with 
the goal to preserve the Italian lan-
guage,” she says, “as well as teach 
the culture to children in Brooklyn 
and beyond.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Dyker 
Heights.

OCCUPATION: Owner and 
director, head teacher. 

COMPANY: Little Language 
Studio and The Kidz Cooking 
Studio.

CLAIM TO FAME: Educating 
children for more than 23 years. 

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Under the Brooklyn Bridge. 

WOMAN I ADMIRE: Every 
independent and ambitious 
woman I know. 

MOTTO OR LIFE SAYING: The 
key to a good life is to always be 
happy. 
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REV. DEVANIE JACKSON
Serving up justice —and healthy food — for everyone

BY ILY GOYANES

Rev. DeVanie Jackson has dedicated 
her life to the pursuit of justice — 
specifi cally, food justice.

“I work as a food justice activist 
in Brooklyn,” she explains. “This ad-
vocacy and policy work allows me to 
represent the low-income constituents 
in my program and help them to gain 
access to healthy local foods in places 
where they could use the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program ben-
efi ts closer to home.”

In her ongoing battle against food 
insecurity, Jackson — an ordained 
minister who preaches and teaches at 
a Bedford-Stuyvesant church — works 
closely with academics, politicians, 
community leaders, and other pro-
fessionals. Her award-winning Bed-
Stuy Farm has been recognized by the 
United Nations Commission on Sus-
tainable Development as a model for 
small-scale farming. 

This Woman of Distinction co-
founded — along with her husband, the 
Rev. Robert Ennis Jackson — the Brook-
lyn Rescue Mission Urban Harvest 
Center, along with the Urban Harvest 
Center food pantry, an award-winning, 
supermarket-style, appointment-based 
community food bank.

In addition to her advocacy work, 
her husband most admires his wife’s 
dedication to their community.

“I am glad she’s being honored,” he 
said. “She’s been servicing the commu-
nity for the last 18 years, feeding folks, 

encouraging folks, helping educate 
young people. She’s done work without 
seeking out a lot of attention. My wife 
is a person of kindness, a person of in-
tellect, always wishing and hoping and 
looking for the best in people.”

Devanie humbly says: “My profes-
sional goal is to refl ect God’s hope and 
love through feeding food insecure 
families and children. As the director 
[of the Urban Harvest Center], I have 
been able to feed healthy food to more 
than 800 families monthly. In addition, 
with donations from food-funders, cor-
porations and the community, I have 
been able to distribute compassionate 
care items to families who are in need 
of a fresh start in life.”

DeVanie grew up watching her 
mother, Bernice D. Morris, prepare 
plates of food to distribute to the el-
derly and sick or struggling neighbors 
year-round, especially on Sundays 
and holidays. Even as she became in-
volved in missionary work as an adult, 
she never forgot that people in her own 
community were going hungry.

“My favorite part of the job is help-
ing individuals, seniors and fami-
lies with children stay well-fed, with 
healthy foods, meats and fresh pro-
duce,” she says. “Everyone who visits 

our program has an opportunity to 
have access to food if they are hungry 
and in need.”

Jackson is also passionate about 
the borough where she was born and 
raised — especially in springtime.

“Spring is my favorite season in 
Brooklyn; it is the season of rebirth, 
especially on the farm and garden. 
The return of the fruiting and fl ower-
ing plants and trees from winter and 
the opportunity to prepare the earth to 
produce food to nourish and beautify 
our community is spiritually, men-
tally and physically uplifting.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Bedford-
Stuyvesant.

OCCUPATION: Mission pastor 
and director of programs.

COMPANY: Brooklyn Rescue 
Mission Urban Harvest Center.

CLAIM TO FAME: I am a Bible 
teacher and a person of prayer 
who believes that God pre-
destines all of us to be successful 
in life.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
The Bed-Stuy Farm in spring 
or any community garden in 
Brooklyn.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother, 
Bernice D. Morris. 

MOTTO: Everyone has a basic 
human right to healthy food.
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Our Partners:
Judith D. Grimaldi, Esq.

Pauline Yeung-Ha, Esq.

Joanne Seminara, Esq.

Regina Kiperman, Esq.

9201 Fourth Avenue, 6th Fl.

Brooklyn, New York 11209

546 Fifth Avenue, 6th Fl.

New York, New York 10036

Pauline Yeung-Ha, Esq.

Our law �irm provides the
following services:

Long-Term Care Planning
Medicaid/Asset Protection

House Transfers

Supplemental Needs Trusts

Trusts & Estates
Estate & Tax Planning

Estate Administration

Wills & Trusts

Advance Directives
Power of Attorney

Health Care Proxy

Living Will

Business Succession
Buy-Sell Agreements

Business Valuation

Asset Protection

We are proud to
congratulate

Pauline Yeung-Ha
Named as one of

Brooklyn’s Women
of Distinction 2017!

Tel: (718) 238-6960  Fax: (718) 238-3091  www.gylawny.com

Attorney Advertising
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DIANA KANE 
Designer aims to bring people together for gender equality

BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA

Feminism. For Diana Kane, it’s 
more than a movement, it’s a 
way of life.

She is proud to call herself a 
feminist; it’s what motivated her 
to gather three busloads of Brook-
lynites at her Diana Kane Boutique 
on Fifth Avenue in Park Slope — at 
4 am on a cold January morning — 
for the ride to the Women’s March 
on Washington, D.C.

One of the more popular items 
sold on her website, www.diana-
kane.com, is a T-shirt that bears a 
single word — “feminist” — in gold 
letters on the front. A percentage 
of the sales of the shirts is donated 
to the Brooklyn organization Girls 
For Gender Equity.

“It is my deepest pleasure to 
bring people together around com-
mon goals,” said the Woman of 
Distinction, who added that she is 
happy that people are embracing 
feminism and discussing gender 
equality as a basic human right.

The T-shirt helps initiate such 
conversations — and not just with 
adults. Kane designed them for kids, 
too, because both her sons, Max, 14, 

and Otto, 9, expressed interest in 
wearing them. 

“Turning a new generation into 
feminists is deeply gratifying,” she 
said.

Her sons joined her at the Wom-
en’s March, which she calls “a pow-

erful, hopeful, inclusive and enliv-
ening experience.” Kane said it was 
rewarding to have been part of an 
historic moment that demonstrated 
how millions of people could assem-
ble peacefully to send an important 
message.

Her boutique reflects the same 
sense of community and activism. 
The fashion collections she sells 
there — many of them handmade 
— emphasize sustainable and eco-
friendly materials, as well as brands 
made in the United States.

Kane believes that more than a 
shopping destination, her shop is a 
place where women can connect, re-
plenish, share — and gather to gain 
strength from each other. She said 
that during her 15 years there, “I’ve 
had the privilege of watching many 
transitions in women’s lives. They 
move from being single, to becom-
ing part of a couple, then uncou-
pling, and then moving on to new 
relationships. There are also the 
professional achievements, and is-
sues that come up with children, 
aging, growth, and personal loss. I 
hope that I’m part of the fabric of 
our community, and that I contrib-

ute to people experiencing success 
in their lives on a day-to-day level.”

Lynn Harris, a friend and a past 
Woman of Distinction, praised 
Kane for using her boutique “to pro-
mote change, justice, and empower-
ment, all with a bit of bling. She’s a 
shining, sparkling example of how 
hyperlocal action and community 
contribute to real momentum for 
national change.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Park Slope.

OCCUPATION: Retailer, 
designer, activist.

COMPANY: Diana Kane, Inc.

CLAIM TO FAME: Making the 
community a better place; 
making feminism in vogue. 

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Prospect Park. It is beautiful, 
inclusive, active, and the scene 
of so many sweet moments in my 
life, including where my husband 
and I got married.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, for her steadfast 
perseverance, tenacity and 
grace in the face of sexism and 
opposition. And also for her 
rational, considered arguments. 

MOTTO: The personal is political. 
Do what you can.
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NELLA KHENKIN
Offering hugs and laughs to patients most in need

BY SHNIEKA L. JOHNSON

Nella Khenkin has been a social 
worker at Maimonides Cancer 
Center for the past 20 years, 

but even now, she doesn’t do it for 
the money. She does it, she says, for 
the hugs.

Khenkin’s job brings her in con-
stant contact with cancer survivors 
of varying ages, cultures and ethnic 
backgrounds, and requires a con-
siderable amount of dedication and 
energy.

“I help them while they are go-
ing through their cancer journey, 
starting from diagnosis and carry-
ing on through ongoing treatment, 
remission, survivorship, wellness, 
life celebration and sometimes with 
disease progression and end-of-life 
issues,” she said. “The rewards for 
my job lie in areas other than finan-
cial, such as my patients’ achieve-
ments and progress. It is about my 
patients’ gratitude, their smiles, 
tears, hugs, and prayers. It is im-
portant to me to have an emotional 
connection with the patients.”

Before coming to work at Maimo-
nides Cancer Center, Khenkin was 
employed by the New York Associa-
tion for New Americans [NYANA], 

a large resettlement agency serving 
new immigrants. Even then, she 
says, “I always knew about myself 
that I wanted to work at a people-
oriented agency.”

She found such a place at the 

cancer center, where, the Woman 
of Distinction says, “I appreciate 
the patients’ trust and letting me 
be with them at the critical moment 
of their lives. I am inspired and in 
awe of their spirit, and gain wisdom 
and perspective from working with 
the patients and our medical team. I 
feel good about helping people, mak-
ing a difference in their lives, eas-
ing their suffering and helping so-
ciety.”

 Khenkin’s co-workers value her 
attitude.

Marilyn Stoch, who worked with 
Khenkin at NYANA, calls her “an 
extraordinary person and an excep-
tional social worker. She is the most 
genuine person I know.”

Tao Wen Fu, a co-worker at the 
cancer center, said: “There are al-
ways tears, as well as laughter, in 
[Khenkin’s] office. “Her unique hu-
mor is the best therapy. Whenever 
there is a problem, she advocates 
and fights for her patients until the 
mission is completed. She touches 
patients’ lives in many ways that 
are compassionate and personal.”

Fu added that she was hired as a 
social worker at the cancer center 
about a year and a half ago.

“Before that, [Khenkin] was 
managing all the social work-re-
lated issues for the whole center by 
herself; which I still have no idea 
how she was able to do it,” Fu said. 
“It is an honor and a pleasure to 
know and work with such an amaz-
ing woman. “I was so pleased to 
learn that she was nominated [as a 
Woman of Distinction] and it is so 
well-deserved.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Sunset Park.

OCCUPATION: Social worker.

COMPANY: Maimonides Cancer 
Center.

CLAIM TO FAME: Sense 
of humor. My patients and 
colleagues are amazed that I am 
able to use my sense of humor at 
my difficult job. It helps lighten 
the mood, and allows me to 
connect with people.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Home.

WOMEN I ADMIRE: It is not 
just one. I have the greatest 
respect for my patients, who 
are primarily women, for their 
courage in fighting cancer and 
still being able to enjoy life 
despite the difficulties they face.

MOTTO: “The way I see it, if you 
want the rainbow, you gotta put 
up with the rain.” (attributed to 
Dolly Parton).
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REV. AMY KIENZLE
Bringing different faiths together and making church cool

BY ILY GOYANES

The Rev. Amy Kienzle is not your 
ordinary pastor; in fact, she 
proudly calls herself: “the coolest 

pastor I know.”
Kienzle grew up on Long Island, 

and studied at New York University, 
where she earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in medieval and renaissance 
studies with a focus in art history. Af-
ter graduating from NYU, she earned 
a Masters of Divinity degree from the 
Lutheran School of Theology at Chi-
cago, and spent the fi rst several years 
of her ministry career in Michigan.

But New York wanted her back, 
and she came “home” to serve as the 
mission development pastor at the 
Park Church Co-op in Greenpoint. 

“As a mission developer, I am 
charged with building a new commu-
nity centered around a Christian wor-
ship community,” she explains. “At 
the Park Church Co-op we broaden 
what it means to be a church to in-
clude people who are not Christian in 
the work of fulfi lling our vision. We 
believe we all need to work together 
for the better of our neighborhood and 
our world.”

Kienzle says working at the Co-op 
allows her to do what she loves most 

— meet and get to know the people 
in her community, “where resources 
are shared and mutual care is ex-
pressed.”

From all accounts, she’s been 
quite successful at bringing people to-
gether.

Julia Moak, a friend who met Kien-

zle through her neighborhood blog, 
“The Greenpointers,” says: “Under 
Pastor Amy’s leadership, the Park 
Church Co-Op has gone beyond what 
is expected of a local church, to be-
come a neighborhood hub that brings 
the community together for a range 
of issues and activities. It has hosted 
cultural events such as farmers’ mar-
kets, concerts, dance parties, as well 
as open meetings for topics such as 
safety concerns.

“One cold winter, the church pro-
vided temporary shelter for the home-
less against some resistance by neigh-
bors,” Moak added. “Amy is someone 
who has a proven track record of sup-
porting everyone in the neighborhood 
in an inclusive way while standing 
her ground to do what is right.”

Her neighborhood outreach didn’t 
stop there; in the spring and summer 
of 2016 Kienzle participated in a local 
“Haircuts for the Homeless” program, 
and routinely opens the doors to her 
church to provide meeting space for 
community groups.

This Woman of Distinction’s love 
for Brooklyn is undeniable, and bor-
ders on the spiritual.

“It’s the neighborhood feel that you 
get walking down a block of brown-

stones or three-fl oor homes,” she says. 
“And of course, the people you meet 
who have grown up here and have 
managed to hang on through gentri-
fi cation.” Kienzle even named her dog 
after the borough.

“I have a dog, Brooklyn,” says Kien-
zle. “I found him at the Humane Soci-
ety when I was in Michigan. I chose 
his name as a connection to home long 
before we ended up in Greenpoint.” 

Asked to describe herself in one 
sentence, she responds: “Amy loves a 
good beer, the company of good people 
and the privilege of the work God has 
given her to do.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Greenpoint.

OCCUPATION: Mission 
Development Pastor.

COMPANY: The Park Church Co-
op.

CLAIM TO FAME: “The coolest 
pastor I know!”

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Radagest Hall and Biergarten and 
Brooklyn Bridge Park.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mentor 
and professor from seminary, 
Audrey. She has a wise way of 
assessing a situation and offering 
practical advice, and she’s not 
afraid to get snarky sometimes. 

MOTTO: Jesus loves you just as 
you are. 
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DENISE P. LEVINE
Psychotherapist uses art as a therapeutic instrument

BY DANIELLE SULLIVAN

P sychotherapist Denise Levine 
might call herself just a regu-
lar Brooklyn gal, but to her pa-

tients and students, she is so much 
more.

Levine grew up in Midwood and 
attended Lafayette High School. 
From there, she studied early 
childhood education at Kingsbor-
ough Community College, and then 
earned a Bachelor of Arts at Hunter 
College, then a master’s degree in 
social work from the Hunter Col-
lege School of Social Work. She has 
lived and worked in Bergen Beach 
as a psychotherapist in private 
practice for close to 30 years, and is 
also an artist, skilled in painting, 
drawing and sculpture, who uses 
art as a therapeutic instrument.

“My main goal in life is to sup-
port people in their healing pro-
cess,” Levine says. “I try to accom-
plish this as a psychotherapist and 
as an artist. As an artist I share 
my paintings on social media a few 
times a day along with a positive, 
life-affirming message.”

Throughout her career, Levine 
has volunteered and worked for a 
variety of community efforts. In 

the 1970s, she led a successful pro-
test to help restore funding for The 
Brooklyn Public Libraries, became 
president of the Ryder Community 
Library Friends’ Group, was a del-
egate to the Governor’s Conference 

on Libraries, and ran, as a volun-
teer, a children’s art program on 
the Pueblo Reservation in Taos, 
N.M. 

She has also worked as a New 
York City public school teacher, a 
school-based social worker, and 
as a program coordinator for the 
Mother Child Home Program for 
Project Even Start. Levine is the 
co-founder of The Healing House, 
an experiential learning and med-
itation center in upstate New York.

Currently, Levine is a volunteer 
teacher in the Aging Mastery Pro-
gram at Kingsborough Community 
College, where she met 88-year-old 
Vince Blazewicz, who has taken 
classes at the college to stay busy 
since his wife died five years ago. 
He says he was immediately im-
pressed by Levine’s positive spirit.

“I loved hearing her speak. She 
is a very funny lady and we had an 
instant chemistry,” Blazewicz said. 
“She has helped so many people in 
the borough.”

This Woman of Distinction’s giv-
ing attitude was shaped, in part, by 
personal tragedy.

“I had a great deal of adversity in 
my youth,” she said. “I had cancer 

at a very young age, in addition to 
losing three close family members 
to sudden death. I was determined 
to make my life a meaningful one 
and to help others.” Now, Levine 
helps her patients take adversity in 
their lives and transform it.

“I provide psychotherapy and 
art therapy in a safe and soothing 
environment, she says. “My home 
is a healing center.”

Levine’s art will be on display 
in a solo show The Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge Gallery, start-
ing on May 6 and running for two 
months.

NEIGHBORHOOD: Bergen 
Beach.

OCCUPATION: Psychotherapist 
and artist.

COMPANY: Denise P. Levine, 
L.C.S.W., P.C.; Denise P. Levine, 
Inc.

CLAIM TO FAME: People have 
frequently told me that they are 
encouraged by my optimistic and 
enthusiastic approach to life.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Maya Angelou.

MOTTO: It’s not what happens 
to you in life, it’s what you do 
with it.
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HON. KATHERINE A. LEVINE
Sparring in the courthouse to deliver justice

BY ILY GOYANES

Kings County Supreme Court 
Justice Katherine A. Levine 
lives in a full house. It includes 

her husband, family therapist Dr. 
Monty Weinstein; her two daugh-
ters — college student Sophia, and 
Moira, who will enter La Guardia 
High School for the Performing Arts 
in the fall; and a veritable menag-
erie of four-legged friends: two res-
cue dogs, three rescue cats, and two 
turtles.

This Woman of Distinction 
proudly calls herself “a devoted 
mom and wife,” but her home life is 
only half of her story. The other half 
is her life at the courthouse, where 
each year, Levine presides over 
thousands of motions, as well as 
jury and non-jury trials regarding 
defamation, contracts, labor, torts, 
and many more legal matters. 

Levine graduated from Hunter 
College High School, then Cornell 
University’s School of Industrial 
and Labor Relations, then the Uni-
versity of Maryland School of Law. 
As devoted as she is to her family, 
she’s equally devoted to her work.

“Imparting justice in a thought-
ful and equitable manner. I enjoy 

sparring with attorneys to get to 
the actual legal and factual points 
of their cases and also enjoy writing 
decisions on novel and important is-
sues of law. I am in constant awe of 
the power vested in Supreme Court 
justices to rule upon issues that 
have an important impact upon the 

citizens of this borough.”
Even before ascending to the 

bench, Levine achieved milestones 
as an attorney, one of which was rep-
resenting the Yonkers Federation of 
Teachers during the remedy phase 
of the famous Yonkers school deseg-
regation case. 

In the same way Levine has a 
deep love for family, furry friends, 
and the legal profession, she also 
has a deep affection for the borough 
of Brooklyn.

“My grandfather would walk me 
home from school and we would have 
egg creams and salted pretzels every 
day,” the judge remembers. These 
days, she adds, “Michael’s [Restau-
rant] is our home away from home. 
We have celebrated almost every 
family occasion there and I have met 
many of my friends from politics at 
the restaurant.”

As if family and her career as a 
jurist weren’t enough, Levine has 
served on the board of directors of 
the Kings Bay YM-YWHA and on 
the regional board of the Anti-Defa-
mation League, and is active in her 
synagogue and on the School Lead-
ership Team of PS 215. 

With all of Levine’s accomplish-

ments, including both professional 
and personal, it is not hard to imag-
ine that people will remember her the 
way she wishes to be remembered: 
“A fair and compassionate jurist; a 
loyal friend; and a giving, loving and 
honest mother and wife. I also want 
my friends to remember the part of 
me that loves to dance and laugh and 
be ironic,” adds Levine jokingly. 

NEIGHBORHOOD: Madison.

OCCUPATION: Justice of the 
Supreme Court.

COMPANY: State of New York, 
Kings County Supreme Court.

CLAIM TO FAME: Became 
Justice of Supreme Court after 
many years of running for the 
position. Developed expertise in 
First Amendment and academic 
freedom while working as an 
attorney for the New York 
State United Teachers. Also, I 
am a dedicated mother of two 
daughters, and wife of Dr. Monty 
Weinstein.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Michael’s of Brooklyn; Marco Polo 
Ristorante in Carroll Gardens, and 
Verandah Park in Cobble Hill.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: Meryl Streep 
for being a brilliant actress and 
taking chances in her roles while 
also being a political activist.

MOTTO: It is what it is.
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Michael’s of Brooklyn  
Congratulates the Ice Cream Lady 

Anastasia  
D’Amato 

Michael’s
2929 AVENUE R  BROOKLYN, NEW YORK  718.998.7851  MICHAELSOFBROOKLYN.COM

2049 Flatbush Ave  Brooklyn, NY 11234
 718-377-4535  unforgettable2049@gmail.com

To Brigitte Zabbatino
Congratulations for a job well done.  

You have made Unforgettable Events a special place where people’s dream events come
to life.  We are so proud to work together with you making that happen.  

Best of Wishes from the Staff of Unforgettable Events and from:

Christina Zabbatino, Maria Zabbatino, Toni Ann Ugliano, Donna Scalice,
Trish Caparelli, Janice Roppola, and Florence Jones.

Ana D ’Amato:
To Ana a.k.a Ice Cream Lady

I’m so proud of you and your nomination.

It has been a privilege getting to know you 
and an honor to be your friend. 

You have accomplished so many 
wonderful achievements and are nothing but selfless.

May you always be the wonderful 
and caring person you are. 

Much love and congrats again xoxo, Melissa

Congratulations,
DIANA KANE!

Everything you touch turns to #FEMINISTGOLD
Much love from your fans.

Aliza, Janna, Jean, Lynn, Shira
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Call it a litera-tour!

Cyclists trekked Kings 
County one book lender at a 
time on May 20 in a race to 
visit all 61 Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library branches within 
a strict time limit that was 
sponsored by the institution. 

Obstacles in the form of 

survey-wielding librarians 
who asked contestants to 
rate their experience as they 
pedaled to the fi nish intensi-
fi ed the challenge of booking 
it from branch to branch, ac-
cording to a participant. 

“The librarians asked 
us a lot of questions,” said 
Queens cyclist Steve Bud-

hoo, who biked 72 miles and 
managed to visit 54 libraries 
on Saturday. “They wanted 
to know what we liked about 
the library, so we lost some 
time.”

The event, called Bike 
the Branches, gave riders 
from 10 am to 5:15 pm to visit 
as many borough libraries 

as they could, and awarded 
$1,000 Brompton folding 
bikes to winners in the ama-
teur and professional catego-
ries.

The book lender offered 
suggested tours, including a 
waterfront ride from Mill Ba-
sin to Red Hook and a north 

Wood-Look 
Tile  

Prefi nished 
Hardwood
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North American 
and European
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varieties 230+ fl ooring 
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varieties 
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sq ft

water
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sq ft
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20%
OFF

Wood-Look Tile

MONTHS PROMOTIONAL 
FINANCING AVAILABLE*24

On purchases made with your Lumber Liquidators credit card from May 17-30, 2017 of $2,000 or more OR 12 Months Promotional Financing on purchases $1,000 - 
$1,999.99 OR 6 Months Promotional Financing on purchases up to $999.99. *Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

1-800-HARDWOOD
lumberliquidators.com

While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. See store for details.

Overstock, small lots, and 
more top-quality fl oors 

are priced to move! 
GET TO YOUR LOCAL 

STORE TODAY!

MAY 17 - 30

SUMMER
STACK-OUT

SALE!

Phthalate-free 
Luxury & Engineered 

Vinyl Plank

40+ fl ooring 
varieties 

water
PROOF 79¢

sq ft

from

Bikers race to visit all branches in library-sponsored tour

OVERDUE: Park Sloper Mark Guralnick made it to 14 libraries on Saturday. Photo by Jason Speakman

Continued on page 15

BY COLIN MIXSON
The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority will close the R 
line’s Prospect Avenue subway 
station for six months of reno-
vations, beginning June 5. 

The overhaul is part of 
a $72.1 million state-funded 
project to modernize old sta-
tions, according to the transit 
authority. 

Similar renovations — 
which will include repaired 
fl oors, walls, and ceilings, 
new furniture with built-in 
electronic charging stations, 
digital screens displaying 
real-time service information, 
new security cameras, and 

Prospect 
station 
to close 
June 5

BOOKING IT!

Continued on page 15

A CNG Publication Vol. 37 No. 21 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

OH, NO!: This toddler and his dad 
just learned the Prospect Avenue 
station will be closing for repairs. 
 CNG / Colin Mixson
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Transportation
Malliotakis’ claimed Mayor 

DeBlasio is incompetent when 
dealing with the cash-strapped 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority, which she said can 
never get a job done on time or 
on budget, citing the Second 
Avenue Subway as an example. 
If elected mayor, she would en-
sure her representatives on the 
MTA’s board would fi ght for 
the city, and not just rubber-
stamp everything put in front 
of them:

“Transportation is one of 
my biggest issues. I’m some-
one who has been very vocal 
against the MTA and the Port 
Authority. There’s no excuse 
for a project being $6-billion 
over budget, and 10 years over 
schedule. If I had four mem-
bers at the MTA, I would make 
sure they are challenging the 
status quo, that they are try-
ing to get to the bottom of why 
all this mismanagement is tak-
ing place and really looking to 
make some serious changes. 
But also I vote with respect to 
holding the MTA accountable. 
I’ve voted against increasing 
the MTA debt limit repeatedly, 
as long as they continue to be 
a runaway train, we will never 
be able to lower tolls and fares 
or at least keep them fl at. The 
subways, how crowded the 
trains are, many of them don’t 
come on schedule.” 

Identifi cation cards
Malliotakis also challenged 

Hizzoner’s promise to destroy 
records obtained through  New 
York City’s identifi cation card 
program  because she believes 
it could lead to public safety 
problems. But the seven-year 
state legislator said she agrees 
with the premise of the pro-

gram and would reason with 
the Feds if they came knock-
ing on City Hall’s door for the 
records, instead of just hand-
ing them over. 

“We should not be destroy-
ing city records, period. You 
don’t go get a driver’s license 
and destroy all the records. It’s 
not what government should 
be doing. I don’t believe that 
the federal government would 
request those records, but 
we would negotiate that. We 
would defi nitely sit down with 
them and tell them the reasons 
why we don’t want to see indi-
viduals who have been here 
contributing to our society a 

long time deported if they have 
not committed a crime, but we 
would certainly comply with 
detainer requests for indi-
viduals who have committed 
crimes. I also think that as a 
Republican, I would be best po-
sitioned to negotiate with this 
administration.”

The sanctuary city
Malliotakis said she dis-

agrees with  DeBlasio’s stance 
on shielding illegal immi-
grants who committed “mi-
nor” crimes from federal au-
thorities , claiming she favored 
the policy of former Demo-
cratic Mayor Ed Koch, who had 

a “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy 
when it came to illegal immi-
grants seeking city services.

“He believes we should not 
be complying with federal de-
tainer requests in the inci-
dence of individuals who com-
mit crimes like grand larceny, 
sexual abuse, forcible touching, 
patronizing a child for prosti-
tution, identity theft, welfare 
fraud — all crimes in which 
the city will not comply with 
detainer requests. I have to 
make the distinction because I 
am the daughter of immigrants 
and I understand the aspira-
tions of the American dream 
and I understand that we are 
a compassionate city who has 
welcomed immigrants from 
all over the world as my par-
ents were able to come to this 
city and create a better life for 
themselves. Now we have had 
policy in this city going back 
to Ed Koch that says if you’re 
here and you’re undocumented 
but you come forward to a city 
agency, we are not going to 
ask you your status, and that 
was put in place to incentivize 
victims of crimes to come for-
ward to report those crimes. 
We want that to continue that 
policy.”

Quality-of-life issues
Malliotakis also brought 

up many quality of life issues 
she said affected her constitu-
ents in Brooklyn and in Staten 
Island, including how many 
women don’t feel safe while 
walking the streets of the city 
due to a recent uptick in sexual 
assaults.

“He can tout crime is low 
but if you look at the murder 
rates, it’s actually the same, it’s 
been fl at since Bloomberg left 

Bay Ridge and Staten Island assemblywoman and New York City  mayoral candidate Nicole Malliotakis met with the editors of 
Community News Group and NYC Community Media at our Downtown offi ce on May 18 to discuss her campaign to unseat Mayor 
DeBlasio in November. During the wide-ranging discussion, Malliotakis — who has amassed $94,624 in her war chest since announc-
ing her campaign less than a month ago and has the backing of the state’s Conservative Party — had a lot to say about her disagree-
ments with Hizzoner, including his stance on destroying information obtained by those applying for the city’s  identifi cation cards , 
undocumented immigrants, closing the Rikers Island jail, how he handles the city’s failing transit system, quality of life issues, and 
homelessness.  — Julianne Cuba

CAN SHE MALLIO-TAKE IT?
Mayoral candidate Nicole Malliotakis unloads on DeBlasio at CNG

MAKING HER PITCH: Bay Ridge Assemblywoman Nicole Malliotakis vis-
ited the Community News Group newsroom on May 18 to discuss her cam-
paign for mayor.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Continued on page 14
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By Julianne Cuba

All aboard the bus!
The famous Australian film 

about drag queens trekking across 
the Outback will get a Brooklyn-style 
makeover this summer. The live musical 
“Priscilla Queen of the Desert,” opening 
at the Old Stone House in Park Slope on 
July 6, changes the setting from 1990s 
Australia to modern-day America, but 
the difficult journey the characters take, 
confronting homophobic locals in small 
desert towns, remains the same as they 
traverse the bleeding-red Midwest, said 
the show’s director.

“We are going to take it from Brooklyn 
across the country all the way to Arizona, 

and then we are going to have our Brooklyn 
drag queens have to face Trump voters in 
middle America and find acceptance and 
win people over,” said Park Sloper John 
McEneny, who is also a co-founder of 
Piper Theatre Productions, which is put-
ting on the show. 

McEneny and his fellow directors got 
the idea for the show late on Election 
Night 2016, when it became clear that 
Trump would become president. In the 
midst of that gloom they couldn’t think of 
anything better than “Priscilla Queen of 
the Desert,” with its boundary-pushing, 
positive portrayal of gay and transgender 
people, to give people something to smile 
about, he said.

“We decided to do this play after the 
election. I think people need to have some-
thing really fun and exciting and positive, 
for people really being themselves and 
true to themselves facing opposition,” said 
McEneny. “I feel like people need some-
thing fun, I think it’s really important 
right now that people are coming together 
and going to theater and laughing.”

The outdoor show, which will feature 
a live six-person band, will be a little 
grittier than the original, said McEneny. 
The costumes will look like they were 
made by the drag queens themselves, out 
of random materials like plastic lobsters, 
he said. And the beautiful bus named 
Priscilla, which gets the queens to their 

destination, will reflect its scrappy origins 
in the Midwest. 

“Our whole set is an actual bus pur-
chased from a religious commune in Ohio. 
It’s quite the bus — all the seats have been 
gutted, it’s a little worse for wear, but I 
think it’s going to look like three drag 
queens have driven this cross-country,” 
said McEneny. “We’re painting it a bil-
lion beautiful colors, and it’s going to be 
parked in residence. It’s going to be abso-
lutely beautiful.”

“Priscilla, Queen of the Desert” at the 
Old Stone House [336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
www.pipertheatre.org]. Thu–Sat, July 6–22 
at 8 pm. Free. 

The fab ladies of ‘Priscilla’ get a Brooklyn makeover

Queens meet Kings

Road trip: In the musical production of “Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert” coming to Park Slope on 
July 6, the cast will travel from Brooklyn to 
Arizona, making friends and fighting homopho-
bic locals along the way. Jeremy Amar
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BY LAUREN GILL
Police closed a portion of Ful-
ton Street Thursday night 
when a postcard-sized chunk 
of glass fell from the 34th fl oor 
of a luxury residential tower 
onto an usually busy sidewalk 
near the corner of Rockwell 
Place. 

No one was injured by the 
glass, but one resident who 
saw the building surrounded 
by fi re trucks and police cars 
on her walk home around 
9:15 pm said the incident con-
fi rmed her fears the new high-
rises going up in the area 
might not be built up to snuff. 

“It’s scary, I often think 
about how I hope these sites 
are all really safe,” said Kate 
Maroney, who lives in Fort 
Greene. “There’s been such a 
boom of new construction in 
the past year, I’ve often been 
marveling at how fast these 
buildings are going up.” 

The 4-inch-by-6-inch piece 
of glass fell as a result of struc-
tural failure of the 42-story 
building’s glass facade, ac-
cording to Department of 
Buildings spokesman Alexan-
der Schnell. He said the tum-
ble isn’t indicative of a larger 
structural problem at the 
building  known as 66 Rock-
well Place, and the issue is 
confi ned to the glass wall that 
now has a piece missing. 

But falling glass is a rare 
occurrence in the city, said 
Schnell, where plunging 
brick, concrete, and stone are 
more likely dangers.  

The building’s developer, 
the Dermot Company, has 
been ordered to build a side-
walk shed which is already be-
ing constructed, said Schnell.

The Department of Build-
ings has issued a summons to 
Dermot, which will then have 
to make its case in front of a 
judge at the Offi ce of Admin-
istrative Trials and Hearings. 
The judge will make the fi nal 
call on whether or not it will 
receive a penalty for the fall, 
according to Schnell. 

The intersection where the 
glass fell is just blocks away 
from busy Flatbush Avenue 
and across the street from 
Bric and the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music Harvey Theater, 
making it a miracle the refl ec-
tor didn’t hit anyone stroll-
ing along the much-used side-
walk, said Maroney. 

“It’s almost surprising, 
people are always walking on 
Fulton,” she said. 

The building has received 
26 complaints, including two 
in which construction work-
ers were hit in the head with 
falling debris, and 27 viola-
tions from the city,  according 
to records . 

66 Rockwell Place opened 
in March 2013 and rents apart-

ments ranging from $2,750 for 
a studio to $5,600 a month for 
a two bedroom. Aside from 
its fl ying glass, the building 
made headlines in 2014 for its 
inability to fi ll its below-mar-
ket-rate units because people 
in the area were  too rich to 
qualify . 

Dermot did not return a 
request for comment by press 
time.

BROKEN: (Above) Glass fell off the 34th fl oor of this building at 66 Rock-
well Place on May 18. (Below) The next day, scaffolding was installed to 
protect people walking on the sidewalk below.  Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Pol spars with city 
on armory plan 
BY COLIN MIXSON

The city moved forward with 
a plan to turn the Bedford-
Union Armory in Crown 
Heights into luxury apart-
ments and condos on Mon-
day, just days after the Coun-
cilwoman in whose district 
the property sits trashed the 
scheme.  

On May 18 Council-
woman Laurie Cumbo [D–
Crown Heights] condemned 
the  controversial deal  that 
would hand the city-owned 
armory over to developers 
BFC partners, which would 
convert the historic military 
structure on Bedford Avenue 
into 330 rental and 60 condo 
units, with half the rentals 
and 20 percent of the condos 
being offered at below-mar-
ket rates. But her opposition 
did not stop the Department 
of City Planning  from be-
ginning a land-use review 
process for the project this 
week, which will require in-
put from local and elected of-
fi cials before the City Coun-
cil votes on it. 

“Since the very begin-
ning our message has been 
clear — we will not allow 
public land to be used for 
the purpose of luxury condo-
miniums,” Cumbo said.

Historically, members of 
the Council follow the lead of 
a local representative when 
deciding the use of public 
land, so a “no” from Cumbo 
would mean a “no” from the 
Council. The plan has been 
contested by locals who ar-
gue that public land should 
stay public and that the deal 
— which will offer only 18 of 
the 330 rental units at rates 
affordable to locals living 
in an area with a median 
income of $40,000 — lacks 

enough below-market hous-
ing. 

“Eighteen out of 300?” 
said Crown Heights resident 
Vaughn Armur. “That don’t 
make sense.”

But the lack of affordable 
housing in the area is rea-
son enough to move forward 
with the controversial plan, 
according to an Economic 
Development Corporation 
spokesperson.

“We respect the Coun-
cil member’s views, but we 
don’t believe this project 
can wait. We are working to 
bring a long-awaited com-
munity recreational center 
and badly needed affordable 
housing to Crown Heights,” 
said Anthony Hogrebe. 
“We’ll continue talking to 
stakeholders on the ground 
and look for ways to make a 
great project even better.”

Cumbo, who was in the 
city’s year-long negotiations 
with the developer and faces 
Ede Fox — a Democrat and 
avowed opponent of the ar-
mory deal — in November’s 
election, was under pressure 
for months to pull her sup-
port for the project as com-
munity groups pushed for an 
alternative that would pro-
vide 100-percent affordable 
housing. She made her May 
18 condemnation at Borough 
Hall fl anked by a coalition 
of elected offi cials including 
Comptroller Scott Stringer 
(D), Public Advocate Letitia 
James (D), Borough Presi-
dent Eric Adams (D), As-
semblyman Walter Mosley 
(D–Fort Greene), and Coun-
cilman Jumaane Williams 
(D–Prospect Heights), who 
also oppose the deal. 

“I tried as a negotiator 

Glass falls from 
Ft. Greene tower

Continued on page 15

TAKING A STANCE: Councilwoman Laurie Cumbo, center, condemned 
a deal to hand over the public Bedford-Union Armory to a private de-
veloper at Borough Hall on May 18. Community News Group / Colin Mixson
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BOARDWALK BABY: The landmarked Childs building on the Boardwalk reopened as Kitchen 
21 on May 21.  Photo by Sean Murphy

Rivendell School
Rivendell School provides a warm,

creative environment where children
develop independence, respect for each

other, and a lifelong love of learning.

An inclusive Montessori school 
for children 2 - 6 serving the 

Park Slope / Gowanus
community for forty years.

277 3rd Avenue
(bet. Carroll & President Streets)

718-499-5667
www.rivendellnyc.org/admissions.html

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
This space is all grown up! 

The landmarked  former Childs 
restaurant  building on the Board-
walk will reopen Sunday as a mas-
sive food hall with “locally sourced” 
grub and plenty of Coney charm. The 
city recreated the crumbling struc-
ture at W. 21st Street as a high-end 
eatery dubbed Kitchen 21 that takes 
Boardwalk noshing and fl are of the 
People’s Playground to another level, 
said one community leader who 
fought to landmark the Spanish re-
vival building. 

“I sampled some incredibly deli-
cious food that I can’t believe is in 
Coney Island,” said Dick Zigun, the 
unoffi cial mayor — and aspiring em-
peror — of Sodom by the Sea. “I’m in 
marvel that it has the vintage authen-
ticity of a place like Gargiulo’s that 
has been there for 100 years when it’s 
been open for a couple of days.”

The grand opening came on the 
heels of the  Airbnb Brooklyn Half 
Marathon , which ended on the 
Boardwalk a short ways off from 
Kitchen 21. 

The seaside food hall packs fi ve 
eateries under one roof. Beach-go-
ers can pickup made-to-order sand-
wiches and salads from The Cafe, dig 
into a seafood extravaganza at the 
Community Clam Bar, sun bath on 
the Boardwalk & Vine rooftop wine 
bar, and get a classy sit-down meal 
at the Test Kitchen — which will 
feature a rotation of celebrity chefs 
from Brooklyn and beyond who will 
serve experimental dishes. 

And the Parachute Bar runs the 
length of the joint with 32 beers and 
a variety of Brooklyn-themed cock-
tails including the Not Your Father’s 
Egg Cream with Sunset Park’s In-
dustry Vodka and chocolate syrup, 
the Brooklyn 75 with gin by Green-
point’s Green Hook Ginsmith, and 
the Coney Island Fizz with vodka, 

saint germain, and lime. 
An open fl oor plan allows res-

taurant-goers to mingle and offers 
a seamless fl ow from one station to 
the next. Local conservationists 
restored or replicated the vibrant 
arches, mosaics, and nautical terra-
cotta features in a $60-million proj-
ect spearheaded by the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Cooperation. 

Behind the restaurant sits the 
Ford Amphitheater and the spaces 
are separated by series of garage-
like doors that mangers intend to 
raise for a dinner and show experi-
ence come winter. The venue also 
plans to offer picnic baskets for cus-
tomers to cram with food before 
heading out for a day of summer fun, 
said offi cials. 

Kitchen 21 [3052 West 21st Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 954–9801, www.
kitchen-21.com]

It’s all grown up
Childs restaurant reopens as funky food hall 

STYLISH: The refurbished space is a fusion of classic 
Coney fl are and and modern funk. Photos by Sean Murphy
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FUN PASS
SUMMER

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
• Access to both the Prospect Park and Park Slope Armory Ys
• State-of-the-art 200M indoor track
• 200+ free Group Exercise classes
• 2 indoor swimming pools
• 50+ hrs. of free Family Programming weekly

$200 FOR ADULT  | $275 FOR FAMILY

PROSPECT PARK YMCA  357 NINTH STREET, BROOKLYN   |  PARK SLOPE ARMORY YMCA 361 15TH STREET, BROOKLYN

ymcanyc.org/joinJOIN ONLINE 

BY COLIN MIXSON
The “Times” it is changin’! 

Local transit gurus en-
dorsed the Department of 
Transportation’s plan to im-
prove traffi c fl ow and pe-
destrian safety at the in-
tersection surrounding the 
triangular Times Plaza, 
where Fourth, Flatbush, and 
Atlantic avenues meet, in a 
unanimous vote at a Commu-
nity Board 2 Transportation 
Committee meeting on May 
18.

The group’s endorsement 
came with numerous sug-
gestions for further safety 
improvements, but the com-
mittee’s chairwoman none-
theless commended the agen-
cy’s proposal.

“I think we all — other 
community boards and DOT, 
along with the public — 
worked together to achieve a 
good compromise,” said Ju-
liet Cullen-Cheung. 

The city, working in part-
nership with Barclay’s Cen-
ter developer Forest City Rat-
ner which is contractually 
obligated to fund the project, 

fi rst proposed a redesign of 
Times Plaza last year that 
was panned by a coalition 
of elected offi cials includ-
ing Council members Brad 
Lander, Laurie Cumbo, and 
Steve Levin, who called out 
the transit department for 
placing vanity before safety.

“How could you plan a 
plaza here before you make 
it safe?” Streetsblog quoted 
Lander saying at a press con-
ference last year. “The in-
tersection has to be safe be-
fore the plaza is made lovely. 
Lovely is good, safety is es-
sential, so let’s start there.”

The streets surrounding 
Times Plaza —  which safety-
concious locals have sug-
gested transforming into a 
roundabout  — were the site 
of 367 injuries between 2010-
2014, and the intersection 
ranks in the top 10-percentile 
for traffi c related fatalities in 
Brooklyn, according to De-
partment of Transportation 
statistics.  

The intersection is also 
home to several long cross-
ings, particularly at Flatbush 

and Atlantic avenues, where 
pedestrians schlep what is 
nearly the width of a football 
fi eld to get from one corner to 
the other. 

The city already installed 
a rubber island at the mid-
point between a crosswalk 
at Fourth and Atlantic av-
enues, and plans to install 
four similar concrete refuges 
at each side of the Atlantic–
Flatbush intersection, along 
with a concrete extension on 
the northern edge of Times 
Plaza, near the entrance to 
Atlantic Terminal, that will 
shorten crossings at Flatbush 
and Fourth avenues.

Other proposed amenities 
include a painted, on-street 
pedestrian area and a wid-
ened crosswalk at Fourth 
and Atlantic avenues.

The city would make room 
for future bike infrastruc-
ture by reducing curb space 
on the Downtown-bound 
side of Fourth Avenue at At-
lantic Avenue, which should 
eventually accommodate a 
planned bike lane that will be 
installed along the roadway 

as far down as Bay Ridge.
The plan, in addition to 

making the area safer for pe-
destrians, includes measures 
to improve the intersection’s 
traffi c fl ow, which an agency 
representative told the board 
would “fail less” under the 
new proposal.

Adding the new concrete 
islands will require cutting 
the number of vehicle lanes 
on Flatbush and Atlantic av-
enues, including some right-
turn lanes from Atlantic Av-
enue onto Flatbush Avenue. 
But the proposal calls for 

In the nice of ‘Times’

TIME IT RIGHT: Community members approved a city plan to enhance 
pedestrian safety on the street surrounding Times Plaza, but requested 
the city fi nd a way to broaden the sidewalk on Atlantic Avenue beside PC 
Richards & Son.  Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Community endorses plan to improve intersection

Continued on page 15
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40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
      myfatlossexpert.com

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!

BY MATT JOHN
These guys have got a lot on 
their plate.

Brooklyn restaurateurs 
and business owners gath-
ered at the Marco Polo Ris-
torante Tuesday to hash out 
ways Brooklyn’s mom-and-
pops could can stay profi table 
at a time when rents continue 
to rise, labor costs are going 
through he roof, and govern-
ment regulations are making 
it nearly impossible to turn a 
profi t.

“It’s getting more and 
more diffi cult for restaurants 
and businesses as a whole to 
stay solvent here in New York 
City,” said Kevin Dugan, re-
gional director of the New 
York State Restaurant Asso-
ciation, which sponsored the 
event along with the Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce.

And restaurateurs need to 
make sure they have more of 
a say in the rules they have 
to follow, said the owner of 
the popular Carroll Gardens 
joint.

Marco! Polo! Somebody help!

(Left) Attorney Carmen Pacheco, center, chats with Joe and Marco Chiri-
co of Marco Polo. (Center) Katie McDevitt puts her Sixpoint Sweet Action 
beer on display. (Right) Adam Cornelius and Shelby Hearn of Brooklyn 
Winery show off their signature drinks. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

“With new regulations 
and laws coming out, there’s 
no intermediary,” said Marco 
Chirico. “There’s nobody that 
says ‘Hey listen, before you 
pass this law, does it work in 
your restaurants?’ and half 
the time, they think they pass, 
but it doesn’t. So we have to 
adjust to it and fi gure out how 

to make the law work because 
there’s nobody to discuss the 
situation with.”

Issues like those are pre-
cisely why the Association 
held the event on Tuesday, ac-
cording to Dugan.

“The Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce and the Res-
taurant Association can help 

these businesses face these 
challenges and do some dif-
ferent things,” he said. 

“We wanted to let these 
folks know that these re-
sources exist.”

Chirico believed that the 
event helped, but he thinks that 
there needs to be even more 
awareness about the plight of 

mom-and-pops in Brooklyn.
“Small businesses are clos-

ing and only big corporations 
are lasting,” he said. “And 
there’s nobody really to back 
us up.”

The association will hold 
more talks as the year goes on 
to help the restaurateurs ac-
cording to Dugan.

Restaurateurs gather to fi gure out how to save Brooklyn’s mom-and-pops
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We’ll be here 
tomorrow.

Sign up 
today.

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

During uncertain times, it’s good to know that our staff is 
culturally sensitive, fl uent in more than 40 languages and 
ready to serve over half a million members with a robust 

network of primary care doctors and specialists. We’re here 
today and we’ll be by your side tomorrow. Let’s plan ahead.



COURIER LIFE, MAY 26–JUNE 1, 20178    DT

78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE 

Non-olive branch
Police busted a man suspected 

of beating a guy with a tree limb in 
Prospect Park on May 9.

The victim told police he was 
near Ocean and Parkside ave-
nues in the park at 3:20 pm when 
a stranger matching the suspect’s 
description cracked a branch over 
his back.

You’re fi red
Cops arrested a worker at a Flat-

bush Avenue clothing boutique for 
allegedly pocketing cash from the 
register in a spree that began on 
March 13.

The shop owner told police his 
employee, 21, routinely pilfered the 
cash drawer of the fashion store 
near Atlantic Avenue, amassing 
an illicit $2,263 off his boss’s back.

At least he brushes
Police nabbed an alleged crack 

head suspected of stealing $56 
worth of toothpaste from a Flat-
bush Avenue pharmacy on May 
10.

An employee told police the 
suspect fl ed with 12 stolen tubes 
of Colegate from the drugstore be-
tween Prospect and Park places 
at 5 am, but cops were able to spot 
him following a brief search later 
that day, and the witness was able 
positively identify him.

Upon his arrest, police searched 
the man and uncovered a pipe cov-
ered in crack residue, cops said.

Free pass
A restaurant owner has refused 

to press charges on the alleged 
drunk suspected of “unintention-
ally” smashing a Sixth Avenue 
eatery’s door on May 13.

The restaurateur told police 
the suspect infl icted $300 worth of 
damage to the side entrance of his 
eatery between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues at 10:10 pm, but that he didn’t 
mean to and was also very drunk.

At any rate, the suspect seems 
to have done more damage to him-
self than the door, and was taken 
to Methodist Hospital following 
his accident, cops said.

Penny pincher
Investigators have given up the 

hunt for the miserly merrymaker 
who stiffed the bar at a Flatbush 
Avenue diner on May 8.

A server told police she poured 
the jerk $79 worth of booze inside 
the eatery near Atlantic Avenue at 
5:05 pm, but the louse only left $30 
on the bar when he fl ed with his 
ill-gotten buzz.

The wrong foot
A thief stole more than $300 

worth of socks and sneakers from 
a Flatbush Avenue chain store on 
May 12.

An employee told police that the 
suspect grabbed four pairs of shoes 
and three pairs of socks from the 
retailer near Atlantic Avenue at 
2:55 pm, before slinking out with 
his ill-gotten footware.

Shattered
Some jerk busted a man’s car 

window on Grand Army Plaza on 
May 3.

The victim told police he parked 
his 2003 Ford between Eastern 
Parkway and Flatbush Avenue at 
11:30 pm, and returned the next 
morning to fi nd his front passen-
ger-side window smashed.
  — Colin Mixson

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Signed off
A burglar snuck into a Main 

Street building and and stole two 
laptops on May 14.

The weasel entered the commer-
cial building near Front Street be-
tween 4:30 pm and 8:30 am the next 
day through closed windows and 
lifted the pair of MacBook Pros 
worth $2,000 each, cops said.

Designer digs 
Police are hunting for a thief 

who swiped a $1,500 Versace hand-
bag from a package sitting in the 
lobby of a Court Street building on 
May 15.

The bag-less woman returned 
home to the residence near Liv-
ingston Street at noon and went to 
pick up her package from the lobby, 
she told police. But she found it was 
open and the designer merchandise 
had been removed, according to a 
report.

Bad night
Some crook sacked $1,125 and a 

laptop from the administrative of-
fi ce of a Remsen Street business 
sometime between May 15 and May 
16.

The heister entered the building 
near Clinton Street between 4:50 pm 

on May 15 and 11:10 am the next day, 
jumped the wall leading to the of-
fi ce, and stole the cash and Toshiba 
computer, authorities said.

Burglarized 
A snake lifted jewelry, a pass-

port, and a debit card from a Pa-
cifi c Street apartment sometime 
between May 19 and early the next 
day.

The resident left her apartment 
near Hoyt Street at 9:30 am and re-
turned at 2:15 am the next morn-
ing to fi nd that the door to her 
abode had already been unlocked, 
according to a report. Upon en-
tering, she saw her dressers had 
been rummaged through and her 
engagement ring, bank card, and 
travel document had been taken. 
She realized that the screen to the 
window at the fi re escape had been 
forcibly removed and the unlocked 
window was opened, authorities 
said.

Park plunder
A punk swiped a woman’s iP-

hone, $200, and credit cards while 
her bag hung on the back of a chair 
as she was hanging out with a 
friend on Pier 1 in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park on May 18.

The victim told police she was 
chatting with a friend in the green 
space near the corner of Cadman 
Plaza West and had put her pock-
etbook on the back of her chair 
around 9:30 pm. She then realized 
that her belongings had gone miss-
ing, according to a report.
 — Lauren Gill

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Knocked down
A pair of punks bashed a woman 

before unsuccessfully trying to 
steal her purse on Myrtle Avenue 
on May 12.

The 54-year-old victim told 
police she was walking near N. 
Portland Avenue at 7:30 pm when 
she noticed a group of six to eight 
kids sitting along the wall to Fort 
Greene Park. Then one of them ran 
towards her and struck her in the 
back of the head with an unknown 
object, making her dizzy and caus-
ing her to fall to the ground, cops 
said. While she was down, an-

other jerk reached into her purse 
to try to steal her property. But 
the woman held her bag tightly 
and the nogoodnik was unable to 
snatch anything from it and fl ed 
through the park. 

The lady eventually went to the 
hospital, where she was diagnosed 
with a concussion, according to a 
report.

Senior suckerpunch
Cops cuffed a guy who allegedly 

punched a 69-year-old woman in 
the face inside her Clinton Avenue 
residence on May 14.

The 27-year-old suspect knocked 
the woman in the noggin while she 
was in her apartment near Wil-
loughby Avenue at around 9:30 pm, 
authorities said.

Jingling
A burglar broke into a Lexing-

ton Avenue apartment building 
and stole $1,000 from the laundry 
room’s coin machine in the wee 
hours of May 7.

The sneak entered the building 
near Grand Avenue between 1:20 
am and 3 am and crept into the 
basement’s laundry room, a report 
said. He then broke the coin ma-
chine and took the loot. 

Next, he entered the garage area 
and broke the passenger-side win-
dow of a parked car and snatched 
$1,000 out of it, cops said. He fi n-
ished his spree by clipping a lock 
to a bike and taking it, authorities 
said. 

Shattered
Some weasel smashed his way 

into a Clinton Avenue residence, 
shattering its window sometime 
between May 11 and 12.

The owner of the apartment by 
Park Avenue left his digs at 6 pm 
on May 11 and returned at 5:30 pm 
the next day to fi nd that the front 
left window had been shattered 
and opened, all the lights were on, 
and hand prints were on the wall 
next to the window, according to 
a report. He searched his pad and 
discovered that nothing had been 
taken, cops said.

Bag grab
A baddie snatched a woman’s 

bag off of her wrist as she was 
walking on S. Oxford Street on 
May 11.

The lady was strolling near 
Lafayette Avenue at 8:04 pm when 
she heard footsteps behind her, she 
told police. The thief then came up 
from behind and stole her bag — 
containing her phone, credit card, 
and keys — off her wrist, accord-
ing to a report.

— Lauren Gill

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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Architectural style made easy. 

1889 McDonald Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11223

7:30 am - 5:00 pm

7:30 am - 7:00 pm
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Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/health and   
search “high blood pressure”.

Get your blood pressure checked regularly at your  
neighborhood pharmacy or doctor.  

High blood pressure doesn’t usually have noticeable symptoms.  
If uncontrolled, it can lead to heart attack and stroke.   

1 IN 4 NEW YORKERS  
HAS  HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE.

ARE YOU ONE OF THEM?

BY LAUREN GILL
Put it in park!

The Brooklyn Bridge will 
get a safer and more inviting 
gateway when the city trans-
forms a dangerous intermin-
gling of cars, bicyclists, and 
pedestrians at Tillary Street 
into an oasis of trees, plants, 
bike paths, walkways, and 
happier tourists and commut-
ers — a welcome upgrade to 
the barren stretch riders and 
cyclists now must use to get to 
and from the bridge, according 
to the local community board’s 
leader. 

“I think there were many 
people who looked at the status 
quo and said, ‘This is the main 
entrance to Brooklyn, this is 
not particularly grand,’” said 
Rob Perris, district manager 
of Community Board 2. “They 
wanted something that was 
aesthetically more attractive.” 

The new entrance on Ad-
ams Street will include sepa-
rate pedestrian and bike lanes 
widened from 14-feet to 16-feet 
across. Cyclists will pedal on 
an asphalt lane for a smoother 
ride while pedestrians will 

stroll on concrete. 
Both sides of the pathway 

will be lined with trees and 
fl owers, an improvement from 
the span lined with dingy 
taupe railings and ugly con-
crete barricades. 

Currently, pedestrians 
and cyclists using the bridge 
traverse a brutalist pathway 
known as the “cattle chute” 
surrounded by traffi c and 
exhaust. Those leaving the 

bridge are left at a fenced off 
slab where heavy traffi c from 
Tillary Street whizzes by, cre-
ating a stressful and danger-
ous situation for locals and 
tourists visiting the borough’s 
most-beloved spectacle. 

Nearly 29,000 pedestrians 
and more than 3,000 cyclists 
cross the bridge each day, ac-
cording to city data, and offi -
cials say the new designs will 
make the trip safer for all. 

“The project is designed 
and built to create a safe envi-
ronment to accommodate the 
volumes of bicyclists, vehicu-
lar traffi c, and pedestrians,” 
said Shavone Williams, who 
is a spokeswoman for the De-
partment of Design and Con-
struction, the agency oversee-
ing the revamp. 

Along with Adams Street, 
the city is  installing new bike 
lanes on the sidewalk running 
along Tillary Street  that will 
improve access to the spiffy 
gateway. The spruced up en-
trance will also boast  a two-
story bronze sculpture of an 
arm with the hand’s index fi n-
ger pointing to the sky  by art-

ist Hank Willis Thomas on Til-
lary and Adams streets. 

Members of Community 
Board 2 had various reac-
tions to the street appendage, 
but Perris ( a recent guest on 
Brooklyn Paper Radio ) said 
that people should just wait 
and see it for themselves be-
fore forming an opinion. 

“As someone who enjoys 

public art it is always a dif-
ferent experience to see art in 
person than it is to see a rep-
resentation of it,” he said. “I 
would encourage people to 
hold their judgments until it is 
installed.”

In other Brooklyn Bridge 
news, the other side of it still 
lands in Manhattan, at the so-
called “City Hall.”

Work almost complete on 
park-like entrance to Bridge

A NEW LOOK: The revamped gate-
way to the Brooklyn Bridge will 
include new, tree-lined paths for 
pedestrians and cyclists to make 
their way to and from the span. 
 Community News Group / Lauren Gill MOVING ON UP: Cyclist Lukas Georgiou has to ride on this old pathway 

now, but he’s pumped to push his pedals on the new pathway this sum-
mer.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

Follow our social media for daily deals! EBTOpen 24/7 • Pickup or Delivery Mon-Fri • 6502 Fort Hamilton Pkwy • 718-748-8340

While supplies last. Not responsible for typographical errors.

5/24 7AM - 5/29 7PM
24
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25
Thu

26
Fri

27
Sat

28
Sun

29
Mon

SALE STARTS

SWEET DEAL!

DELICIOUS!

SPECIAL!

$$1212forfor199199
Sweet Imported
Kiwi Fruit

lb.lb.

Great on the Grill
Real Vidalia Onions

4949¢¢

Long Green
Asparagus

1149$$

lb.lb.

For your Barbecue
Portabello Mushrooms

2269$$

lb.lb.

K

Super Bread
Hamburger
and Hotdog Buns

99ea.99ea.

¢¢

Parve
8 Pack

$$44forfor22
Jumbo Sweet
Gold Pineapples

$$33forfor22
California
Romaine Hearts

Pkg of 3

Hard Ripe
Tomatoes on the Vine

lb.lb.9999¢¢

Sabrett’s
Hot Dogs

14oz

$$299299$$55forfor22
Frito Lays
Tostitos and Salsa

Assorted

Organic Andy Boy
Romaine Hearts

2299$$

Pkg of 3

ORGANIC

$$55forfor33
Snapple
Iced Teas

Assorted

64oz

K

Texas Best
Seedless 
Watermelons lb.lb.3939¢¢

Whole

lb.lb.

$$399399Three Guys 
Mixed 
Fruit Salad

Cut Fresh Daily

lb.lb.

$$199199Bing Cherries
California

$$44forfor44K

Pepsi
Full Line

2 Liter
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app.

1. New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak 
with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Mobile carrier fees 
may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They made history in Brighton Beach!

Hundreds of marchers descended 
on Little Odessa for  the fi rst-ever Rus-
sian-speaking Pride March on May 
20 . Brighton Beach is  known for its 
conservative values that many of its 
immigrant residents brought with 
them from the former Soviet Union , 
but marchers proudly stood tall as 
they walked along the boardwalk to 
show their neighbors that they refuse 
to hide, said Luis Santiago, from the 
group ACT UP New York, which is 
committed to ending the AIDS crisis. 

“There was a great spirit of stepping 
up and coming out. We are here, and 
you have to deal with it. We are never 
going to be invisible,” said 60-year-old 
Santiago, who came out as gay back 
in his hometown in Puerto Rico at age 
17. “I think it went pretty well. As part 
of our work, we also support fi ghts 
against different acts of discrimination 
that make the fi ght against AIDS more 
diffi cult. Homophobia is one of them.”

Santiago said he has hope for the 
Russian community, because the over-
whelmingly Catholic and Spanish-
speaking neighborhoods that he is fa-
miliar with have recently come a long 
way with their tolerance toward the 
LGBTQ community.

“It reminded me a lot of when I 
came out in the Hispanic commu-

nity, Puerto Rico in particular, there 
was that initial reaction of people. 
But time goes by, and they learn more 
about what it is to be gay. Barriers are 
broken down,” he said. “So I did talk 
to some of the Russian-speakers — just 
trust that this is going to change be-
cause it happened to us. So I hope the 
same happens with the Russian-speak-
ing communities.”

Marchers were prepared for the few 
intolerant slurs they received — and 
many police offi cers were standing by 
in case of trouble — but the pride pa-
rade went off without untoward alter-
cations, said organizer Lyosha Gor-
shkov, from RUSA LGBT, a U.S.-based 
network of Russian-speaking LGBTQ 
immigrants and their allies.

“We are making some history there 
in Brighton Beach. We expected some 
provocation, but thank God it didn’t 
happen, and we were well-protected by 
the police,” said Gorshkov, who identi-
fi es as queer and moved from Russia to 
Midwood in 2014. 

And the historic day drew impor-
tant guests — Public Advocate Tish 
James marched in support, and Broad-
way star Josh Daniel from the musical 
Book of Mormon powerfully sang “We 
Shall Overcome,” said Gorshkov.

“It was great. He showed up, it was 
amazing and everybody was very ex-
cited,” he said. 

Pride marches into Brighton Beach 

WAVING A BRIGHT FLAG: Anton Churchin and Andrey Popov supported the LGBTQ com-
munity during the Brighton Beach Pride March on May 20.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Learn more about our LOW-COST health plan 
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Here it is in a nutshell: 
Prior to this amazing new 
technology, only two options 
existed for tooth replacement 
procedures — either dentures 
or implants. Everyone knows 
how uncomfortable dentures 
are, and implants require a 
complicated surgical inter-
vention performed under an-
esthesia. Furthermore, the 
implant process is very long, 
not guaranteed to work, com-
plicated, and not cheap.

But now there is the at-
tractive glass abutment sys-
tem, ZX27.

When we call it a new 
method, we are distorting the 
facts to some degree, as the 
method was developed and 
patented in 1991, almost 25 
years ago by Hungarian den-
tal technician Laszio Nemth. 
Currently, this medical prod-
uct has been tried and tested 
and it has the highest interna-
tional quality certificate, ISO 
9002, and the European mark-
ing CE. It has been used with 
great success in Slovakia, 
Czech Republic, Poland, Swe-

den, Austria, Germany, Aus-
tralia, Spain, Italy, Ukraine, 
Russia, and other countries. 
This uniquely simple teeth 
recovery and prosthetic 
dentistry recently came to 
America. It allows us to avoid 
removable dentures and im-
plant surgeries. The results 
are the same, but there is no 
need to cut. In fact, this new 
FDA-approved method is the 
only reliable alternative to re-
movable dentures and implant 
surgeries, and it can literally 
make us happy and healthy 
very quickly and without any 
pain.

What is this amazing tech-
nology about?

Everything is very simple. 
You have developed gaps in 

your mouth and you need a 
bridge but you are lacking the 
abutments (support) teeth. 
Therefore, in order to avoid 
dentures or implants, the lit-
tle artificial glass abutment, 
ZX27, is custom-made for 
each patient to replace miss-
ing teeth. It has a concave 
surface and sits perfectly on 
the gum. The abutment is se-
curely mounted on the fixed 
prosthesis, which is typically 
cemented afterwards. What 
is more important, the bridge 
can have any length, and with 
glass abutment there is no le-
verage effect (meaning teeth 
don’t break).

Everything genius is simple. 
Is this abutment made 

from regular glass?

Definitely not. Regular 
glass does not combine good 
fusibility and high chemical 
resistance when heated. Reg-
ular glass may fracture and 
develop hairline cracks, and 
regular glass exhibits high 
chemical solubility. As a re-
sult, toxic substances such as 
lead or barium would migrate 
from glass into the saliva.

When developing glass abut-
ment, almost all known materi-
als were tested: metals, plastics 
and ceramics. However, none 
of them could achieve full 
contract between the internal 
glass surface and gum.

It took many tests before 
the durable chemically in-
ert and specifically enriched 
glass ZX27 was chosen in ad-
dition to regular components. 
It has small quantities of zinc, 
magnesium, and boron triox-
ide b203 to neutralize alkaline 
oxides in glass additives. At 
the same time, harmful bar-
ium and led were removed.  
ZX27 abutment has no prob-
lems maintaining contact 
with the mucosal lining the 

jaw. It has a perfectly smooth 
surface without scratches 
and mechanical damage.

Glass abutment (support) 
doesn’t irritate the gums. 
On the contrary, it provides 
micro-massaging to the mu-
cosal lining to prevent atro-
phies and decubitus sores. It 
promotes local bone cone con-
densing and protects dental 
enamel by balancing the pres-
sure on supporting teeth.

With the special composi-
tion of the glass, the abutment 
is very healthy. It is easily 
washed with silica. It causes 
no allergies and has less im-
pact on the mucosal lining 
than chewing gum.

Like any other treatment, 
it has certain indications and 
contraindications. However, 
as evidenced, it has unlim-
ited potential and it often be-
comes a lifesaver for a doctor 
and patient.

If you have any questions 
about this procedure at M&M 
Dental, please call us at (718) 
853–5777, or visit the website 
www.zx27us.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

New glass abutment system only available at M&M Dental!

Before After

— rape and sex crimes are up 
15 percent. So I think women 
in this city generally don’t feel 
safe especially walking around 
at night in different commu-
nities. I know I don’t feel safe 
when I’m walking alone down 
a street in the city.”

Illegal conversions
Illegal home conversions,  in 

which homes are illegally con-
verted from one- or two-family 
homes to those housing many 
more people , is one of the big-
gest development issues facing 
Brooklyn today, Malliotakis 
said, especially in Bay Ridge 
and Dyker Heights.

“In Brooklyn you see a lot of 
illegal conversions. The laws 
are not being enforced with 
the Department of Buildings 
so those are issues that I think 
need to be addressed. They are 
not enforcing the laws when it 
comes to the DOB in regards 
to illegal conversations, which 
is adding even more conges-
tion because you have multiple 
families living in a one-family 
house.”

Homelessness
Malliotakis added that De-

Blasio’s wasn’t tackling home-
lessness at its root, she said, 

said she agrees with the bill, 
 but voted against it because of 
its wording .

“I feel that it was a loophole 
— the way it’s written, I really 
have no issue with the overall 
bill but what I’ve expressed 
to the groups that have come 
to see me, is the way it’s writ-
ten, it gives an individual a de-
fense to say I was somewhere 
because of their identity. I feel 
like there needs to be some 
type of component that does 
not allow that to be used as a 
criminal defense should they 
be using it to exploit the law. I 
believe that there is a loophole 
in the law that allows it to be 
exploited for individuals who 
want to exploit the law to com-
mit a type of sex crime and 
that’s my belief.”

were going to do in the bor-
oughs with those fi ve jails let’s 
just do it, revamp the 10 jails 
that are already there and do 
something to make it better. I 
don’t think anyone’s going to 
want a jail in their neighbor-
hood.”

Gender equality
And the editors of Gay City 

News and Chelsea Now got 
into a heated debate with Mal-
liotakis over how someone 
who voted against the state’s 
Gender Expression Non-Dis-
crimination Act could ask for 
votes from the LGBTQ com-
munity. The bill passed in the 
Assembly in 2007 despite her 
“no” vote, but has never come 
to the fl oor in the Republican-
controlled Senate. Malliotakis 

rent system. And she thinks 
the mayor shouldn’t stand be-
hind Department of Correc-
tion Commissioner Joseph 
Ponte, who she thinks isn’t do-
ing his job.

“Rikers Island is a mess, 
everybody knows it. And this 
mayor says that his commis-
sioner is doing a great job. 
He’s still defending his com-
missioner even after the com-
missioner says he’s going to 
resign. If he’s doing such a 
great job then why do we need 
to close Rikers Island and 
build jails in all the communi-
ties across the city? We have 
10 jails in Rikers Island, why 
can’t we just reform those jails 
and make them more humane 
for the inmates, try to make 
them safer. Whatever you 

instead deciding to  build shel-
ters across the city  in neigh-
borhoods where nobody wants 
them.

“There’s an obvious prob-
lem when you walk through 
the city and you see poor in-
dividuals who are sleeping on 
the street and they have an 
underlying issue, whether it’s 
domestic violence, substance 
abuse, whether it’s mental ill-
ness, whether they are a vet-
eran or [have] PTSD — what-
ever the issues are I think it’s 
very important we try to be a 
little more proactive in fi nding 
out. What are the core prob-
lems so we can help them ad-
dress — we cannot allow the 
subway station to become a 
homeless shelter and his an-
swer is just to build 90 home-
less shelters across the city 
instead of trying to help these 
people either remain in their 
homes to begin with or try to 
address the underlying issues. 
But certainly the idea of build-
ing 90 homeless shelters across 
the city will be heavily rejected 
by the communities and I don’t 
think that that’s what people 
feel the solution should be.”

Rikers Island
Malliotakis also took um-

brage with DeBlasio’s pledge 
to  close Rikers  — she believes 
it’s possible to reform the cur-

Continued from page 2

MALLIOTAKIS

MEET THE PRESS: Mayoral candi-
date Nicole Malliotakis makes her 
case to our editors.  
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brighter lights — are already under-
way at the line’s 53rd Street and Bay 
Ridge Avenue stops. 

The station will reopen in Novem-
ber if the project fi nishes on time. 
The transit authority says commuters 
should take the B37 and B63 busses for 
alternate service while Prospect Av-
enue is closed, and straphangers who 

rely on the R can catch it at nearby 4th 
Avenue and Ninth Street or 25th Street 
stations. 

Of  course, the closure will affect 
some people adversely, including one 
Sunset Park mom whose tot attends 
day care near the shuttering station.  

“This is defi nitely bad news,” said 
Elizabeth Johnsen. “I take my toddler 
from his day care on 14th Street down 
to Sunset Park and, as anyone with a 
toddler will tell you, it’s not easy get-
ting them home without a tantrum.”

Continued from cover

PROSPECT

Brooklyn trip through Greenpoint 
and Williamsburg, for more leisurely 
participants, but required competi-
tive cyclists to craft their own routes 
and some of the top performers say 
they shaved minutes off their time us-
ing cutting-edge software — Google 
Maps. 

“I used that to optimize my route 
and it worked out pretty well,” said 

Bronx resident Derek Davidson, who 
rode with Budhoo into third place. 

The whirlwind tour left cyclists 
with little time at each branch, but 
was still a fantastic way to see the 
architecture of Brooklyn’s famed li-
braries and the borough itself, David-
son said.

“You don’t get too much time to ad-
mire the libraries when you’re try-
ing to get to as many as you can,” said 
Davidson. “But their architecture is 
beautiful and you really get to appre-
ciate the vibe of each neighborhood.”

Continued from cover

BRANCHES

to negotiate the best deal we possibly 
could, but we’re at a stalemate,” said 
Cumbo, who claimed the proposed 
luxury condos were a deal-breaker.

Anti-gentrifi cation advocates ral-
lied outside the lawmaker’s annual 
State of the District address last week, 
which Cumbo gave hours after deliv-
ering her statement. The project’s 
opponents are skeptical that the pol, 
who has a reputation for being pro-
development, will fi ght the project to 
the bitter end now that the land-use 
review process is underway — even 
though it is a routine procedure. 

“This is a farce,” said Alicia Boyd, 
a member of Movement to Protect 
the People, a Flatbush pro-affordable 
housing watchdog group. “Her com-
ing out at the last minute saying she 

doesn’t support it, and then having 
the city move forward — you can’t fi nd 
this situation happening anywhere 
when it comes to city-owned land.”

Cumbo — who will face re-election 
before City Council holds its offi cial 
vote on the plan — said she only found 
out late last week that City Planning 
was delivering its land-use review de-
cision on Monday, and that if her con-
demnation was politically motivated, 
she would have made it before May 
18. 

“If I were pulling my support be-
cause it was an election year, I would 
have pulled it a long time ago,” she 
said. “If it were purely political, the 
easy road to travel would be against 
the project from the very beginning.”

The neighborhood community 
board and Borough President will re-
view the armory plan next now that 
the land-use review process is under-
way.  

Continued from page 3 

ARMORY

increasing the turn signal’s length, 
which the transit agency expects will 
reduce delays overall. 

The plan also would add an addi-
tional right-turn lane from Fourth 
Avenue onto Atlantic Avenue. 

The committee’s endorsement 
came with additional safety sugges-
tions, including that the sidewalk 
outside Atlantic Avenue’s PC Rich-
ard & Son — which itself is being re-
developed by a joint venture between 
Forest City Ratner and Greenland 
USA, an offshoot of Chinese real es-
tate company Greenland Group — 
should be broadened, although tran-
sit agency presenters noted that 
doing so would require a large capi-
tal investment. 

The excuse didn’t carry much 
weight with some community mem-
bers, including the president of the 
North Flatbush Business Improve-
ment District, who said the city 
should spare no expense when it 
comes to the nightmare intersection.

“That intersection has been a 
mess for 40 years,” said Regina Ca-
hill. “It deserves full court press.”

Cullen-Cheung also requested 
some form of barrier down the mid-
dle of Atlantic Avenue, which would 
prevent pedestrians from crossing 
the busy throughway mid block.

The committee’s endorsement of 
the plan still has to be ratifi ed by the 
full board, which is expected to vote 
on the resolution at the general meet-
ing on June 14. 

If all goes well, city offi cials said 
they hope to begin work on the proj-
ect sometime this fall. 

Continued from page 5 

TIMES PLAZA
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PARK SLOPE

Three cheers to Dr. Mary Choi, 
who will be honored at the Brooklyn 

Go Red For Women luncheon on June 
2, hosted by the American Heart As-

socation at the New York Marriott 

at the Brooklyn Bridge. 

Dr. Choi treats patients at NY-Pres-

byterian Brooklyn Methodist Hos-

pital and is a physician-scientist. She 
is currently an 
associate pro-
fessor of med-
icine at Weill 
Cornell Medi-
cal College 
and associate 
physician at 
the NewYork-
Presbyterian 
Hospital Weill 
Cornell in 
Manhattan.

“It is a great privilege to be honored 
by the American Heart Association at 
the Brooklyn Go Red For Women lun-
cheon,” said Dr. Choi.  “Most women 
don’t realize that heart disease is the 
number one killer of women, and at the 
luncheon this year we will learn that 
there are steps we can take as women 
to protect ourselves against cardiovas-
cular disease and associated co-mor-
bidities including kidney disease. As 
a recipient of research grant support 
from the American Heart Association 
and having served on AHA grant re-
view committees, I appreciate the sup-
port provided by the American Heart 
Association in advancing our knowl-
edge of cardiovascular diseases.”

 Dr. Choi received her degree from 
the University of Kansas School of 
Medicine in 1984. She completed her 
internal medicine residency at Duke 
and her nephrology fellowship at 
Johns Hopkins. 

She was a faculty member in the Di-
vision of Nephrology at Johns Hopkins 
from 1993 to 1998, at Yale from 1998 to 
2000, and University of Pittsburgh 
2000 to 2007. Prior to her move to Weill 
Cornell Medical College, she was an 
Associate Professor in the Nephrol-
ogy Division of Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital and Harvard Medical School 
from 2007 to 2013.

NY-Presbyterian Brooklyn Method-
ist Hospital [506 Sixth St. at Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 780–3000].

MARINE PARK 

Go funding!
Hip, hip, hooray to Assembly mem-

ber Jaime Williams (D–Mill Basin) 
for helping to insure that the JCC of 

Marine Park can continue to provide 
programs to help members of the com-
munity increase their knowledge and 

get better jobs. 
The giving representative secured 

an $8,000 grant that will be used for 
programs, including classes in Mi-
crosoft Word, social media, Excel, and 
Quick Books.

She made the announcement about 
the grant to eager students and ex-
plained, “Building upon the founda-
tion of the Marine Park area and help-
ing it blossom with the multitude of 
cultures is a goal that is to be lauded.”

The JCC serves the numerous eclec-
tic residents of the Mill Basin, Marine 
Park, and Flatbush area. Recent pro-
grams have ensured that those seek-
ing to increase their knowledge and 
job skills can now attend various pro-
grams held there.

The rep concluded, “With the help 
of these funds the JCC will substan-
tially expand their presence in the 

the following ways: offering diverse 
social and cultural programs by 
working in partnership with vari-
ous civic associations and providing 
professional development training, 
technical assistance, and capacity-
building support around the diverse 
communities”

Jewish Community Center of Ma-
rine Park [3415 Quentin Rd. at E. 35th 
Street in Marine Park, (718) 407–1832].

BENSONHURST

Welcome 
Members of the board of the Sis-

ters of St. Joseph approved the rec-
ommendation from the Bishop Kear-

ney Board of Trustees to appoint 
Dr. Margaret Lacey-Berman as the 
Head of School for Bishop Kearney 
High School.

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Put your hands together for 

Blanch Sutterman (age 102), 
Frieda Henenson (100), Walter 

Merwin (102), and Rosalyn Sand-

ers (102). The fab seniors at The 

Waterford on the Bay celebrated 
their longevity and milestones with 
families, friends, staff, and even an 
elected pol on May 18. 

The rocking centenarians en-
joyed being feted by Assembly-
woman Helen Weinstein (D–
Sheepshead Bay), who handed out 
proclamations, and being enter-
tained by Bella Mandzukas.

Standing O asked what their se-
cret to long life is. 

Roslyn said, “I enjoy exercise 
and walks, along with lots of sleep 

and watching movies with friends.”
Blanch explained she drinks a 

glass of milk a day, and “my mom 
made lots of spinach when I was 
younger.” She added, “I never looked 
for a long life, I just wanted one full 
of cheerfulness and happiness.”

Frieda enjoys her meals of fruits 
and meats, along with lots of danc-
ing. “I am always cheerful and re-
spectful,” she said. 

Walter, the man of the hour, 
summed it up best, “It’s just luck,” 
he said. But he also listed kindness, 
courtesy, and cheerfulness as se-
crets to a happy life. 

Standing O wishes all many 
more birthdays. 

Waterford on the Bay [2900 Bragg 
St. at Emmons Avenue in Sheep-
shead Bay, (718) 891–8400].

It’s a red-heart day for Dr. Choi

Luck, walks, & spinach does it

Dr. Berman brings her outstanding 
professional experience to the position 
along with her desire to continue the 
mission and excellent academic tradi-
tions of Bishop Kearney.

She has  a doctorate in Educational 
Leadership and a Master’s in Busi-
ness Management. A graduate of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help High School, 
she began her educational career as a 
teacher and actually taught for three 
years at Bishop Kearney. 

Standing O wishes Dr. Berman a 
long and happy tenure at the school.

Bishop Kearney High School [2202 
60th St. at Bay Parkway in Benson-
hurst, (718) 236–6363].

MILL BASIN

Eagles’ wings
This new Eagle Scout received 

Scouting’s most distinguished 
honor at a ceremony on April 22, 
at St. Bernard’s Parish, and our 
roving photog Sean Murphy was 
there to capture the fl ying-high 
moment for proud borough son 
Michael Gidiuli, family, fellow 
Scouts, Scoutmaster John Far-

rell, and Councilman Alan Mai-

sel (D–Mill Basin). 
Michael received his rank by 

earning a minimum of 21 merit 
badges, as well as planning, de-
veloping, and leading a service 
project that illustrated both lead-
ership and commitment to duty. 
Michael’s project consisted of 
providing child identifi cation 
kits, assisting them in fi lling 
them in, and providing a brief ex-
planation. As part of the kits, he 
photographed and fi ngerprinted 
the children. His project will 
help parents have all information 
readily available in one place for 
police in the event that a child is 
missing.

And if all that wasn’t enough, 
he had to pass an Eagle Scout 
board of review, to boot.

Standing O stands and salutes 
Michael, and wishes him luck 
and success as he soars forth as 
an Eagle Scout.

Boy Scout Troop 76 at St. Ber-
nard’s Parish [2055 E. 69th St. 
and Veterans Avenue in Mill Ba-
sin, (718) 763–5533].

ONE HUNDRED AND COUNTING: Centenarians Blanch Sutterman, Frieda Henenson, 
Walter Merwin, and Rosalyn Sanders celebrated their milestone birthdays at the  Wa-
terford on the Bay senior housing complex. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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The Metropolitan Transpor-

tation Authority plans to slash 

the number of overnight jani-

tors at Bay Ridge and Sunset 

Park subway stations from four 

to one, not nearly enough hands, 

say the unionized subway clean-

ers, to clean the nine R train 

stops that some riders use as a 

public toilet each night. (R-evolt-

ing! Southern Brooklynites to 

lose overnight cleaners at nine 

‘toilet-like’ R stops, by Caroline 

Spivack, online May 23). The pi-

lot program, scheduled to begin 

early this summer, designates 

just one of the city’s 1,740 subway 

scrubbers to be based out of the 

36th Street station to the nightly 

task of cleaning debris, vomit, 

and feces from stops beginning 

at Prospect Avenue, near the 

Park Slope-Sunset Park bor-

der, through 95th Street in Bay 

Ridge. Graveyard shifts at the 

nine stations are being phased 

out this summer in favor of re-

positioning workers’ shifts af-

ter rush hours. But a Trans-

port Workers Union Local 100 

rep says the route already has a 

reputation as being “a cesspool,” 

that “stinks of urine because it’s 

a neighborhood where people 

do what they gotta do and keep 

moving. That’s just the way peo-

ple are there.” Numerous readers 

wrote in to air their concerns, 

and some cried foul.

I was ready to advocate on be-
half of my community and these 
local 100 union members (I was 
a member years ago working out 
of 36th Street as an electrician)....
but when I heard the insulting re-
marks of their union, towards us 
Sunset Parkers, I say “hold the 
workers accountable — obviously 
they are not working — they have 
no respect for Sunset Parkers — so 
they ignore their cleaning duties...
fire the ones that don’t work and 
make the others work a full shift 
instead of finding places to sleep. 
 tony from sunset

I came from Bay Ridge-Dyker 

Heights, and don’t recognize these 
workers’ description of the inhab-
itants. I’d bet that most of the san-
itation issues arise from homeless 
people, who see the far ends of the 
R line as an opportunity. Now the 
MTA wants to give them more op-
portunity. Ridiculous. tony from 
sunset, I’m with you on the work-
ers, but I think working a full shift 
would violate MTA union rules, 
which probably require 15 min-
utes of work after every 45 minutes 
of napping and chatting. Show me 
a non-union employee in any cor-
porate office who takes as many 
breaks, and I’ll show you someone 
newly and swiftly unemployed. 
 Sean F from Bensonhurst

To Sean F from Bensonhurst — 
I live in Bay Ridge and have taken 
trains from various points along 
the R from 95th Street to 53rd Street, 
and I’ve seen creeps doing this at 
all hours of the day and night. And 
it’s not the homeless ones I’ve seen 
doing it. I’ve also seen adult males 
using the jungle gyms in the parks 
that are open on the overnight as 
bathrooms because, as one put it to 
me when I chased him off, “I didn’t 
want to wait until I got home,” but 
that’s another problem altogether. 
Yes, it’s everyday inhabitants of 
the neighborhood that do this. And 
I’ve watched the MTA employees 
completely ignore it happening. 
 Jane from Bay Ridge

Like the pilot program to get rid 
of trash cans by the corrupt and 
deceptive MTA, this pilot program 
will be a total disaster because 
it will make the subway stations 
much dirtier than before, attract-
ing rats altogether. 

 Pedro Valdez Rivera Jr. 

 from BS, BK, NY, US, 

 formerly from WB, BK, NY, US

Jane from BR, thanks for the 
current perspective. Much appre-
ciated. A few weeks ago, I walked 
around the corner coming to my 
home around 8 pm to find a guy 
peeing on the tree in front of my 
house. When I said something, 
he just walked off up the street, 
hanging free and still peeing as 
he walked along. Left a trail the 
length of three full houses (I’m 
guessing he’d been drinking). Two 
weeks before that, I was sitting in 
my car in the driveway, having a 
talk with my daughter after pick-

ing her up from an event. A car 
pulled up across my drive, and a 
well-dressed woman stepped out, 
looked around, and started to lift 
up her skirt to pee. I turned on my 
headlights. She jumped into her 
car with her skirt still hiked up, 
and peeled off down the street. 
 Sean F from Bensonhurst

How about New York City starts 
providing public restrooms that 
have some privacy, are clean, etc., 
and then people wont resort to re-
lieving themselves wherever they 
please? 

Its extremely difficult to find a 
decent restroom in the city! They 
need to allocate some dollars to-
wards this. Pay the homeless to 
clean and restock them! Hell, even 
charge a quarter to use the rest-
room. That would add up quick. 
 SCP from Sunset Park

Come on, 30 years in New York 
City I have seen people from all 
backgrounds in all the boroughs 
relieving themselves in public and 
the subways. We like to pin stuff 
too much on specific groups. 

Stop it! Jspech from Bedstuy

One scrubber can clean four sta-
tions a night. If the person works. 
 Jimmy Hoffa 

 from Giants Stadium

Brooklyn restaurateurs and 

business owners gathered at the 

Marco Polo Ristorante Tues-

day to hash out ways Brooklyn’s 

mom-and-pops could can stay 

profi table at a time when rents 

continue to rise, labor costs are 

going through he roof, and gov-

ernment regulations are mak-

ing it nearly impossible to turn 

a profi t. (Marco! Polo! Somebody 

help!: Mom-and-pops gather to 

save Brooklyn as we know it,” by 

Matt John, online May 22). A top 

executive of the New York State 

Restaurant Association said it is 

“getting more and more diffi cult 

for restaurants and businesses 

as a whole to stay solvent here 

in New York City.” And Marco 

Chirico, owner of the popular 

Carroll Gardens establishment 

where the meeting was held, 

said restaurateurs need to make 

sure they have more of a say in 

the rules they have to follow. Our 

story gave some readers food for 

thought:

I wonder what type of tax abate-
ments the corporate stores are re-
ceiving which are not provided for 
small businesses. For that matter, 
I guess it is impossible for “lib-
eral” New York City to consider 
a stall on artificially raising the 
property taxes for landlords. 
 Hugh Brown from East Flatbush

The rich keep coming and poor 
can’t leave. Only ones who can 
even consider getting out is the 
middle class. The lower middle 
class just get forced out.

Pretty soon it will be one big 
plantation. Joe from Greenpoint

Don’t sully Crown
To the editor,

Congratulations to the people 
of Crown Heights in Brooklyn for 
taking on the mayor and filing a 
lawsuit to prevent still another 
residence for the homeless being 
constructed there. Crown Heights 
has enough of these places to be-
gin with. 

Crown Heights was a beauti-
ful neighborhood until the late 
1960s before it literally became 
a battleground. The riots there 
in 1991 proved how dire the situ-
ation had become. The once fabu-
lous stores on Flatbush Ave. were 
but a passing memory along with 
Ebbets Field, the movie theaters 
and other places. 

Places of worship closed and 
District 17 schools, once the elite 
of education in this city, fell into 
immediate disarray.

Of late, with gentrification oc-
curring, the neighborhood has 
shown some signs of coming back 
to itself. We were all so happy to 
see a neighborhood revitalized. So 
what does Mayor DeBlasio do? He 
starts a process ruining it by put-
ting in homeless shelters. Who will 
move there? 

Who will want to raise chil-
dren in such an environment? The 
neighborhood shall again become 
crime-ridden, and another exodus, 
similar to that of the late 1960s and 
1970s shall occur again. The mayor 
should lead by example and set up 
shelters where he has his home. He 
ought to bring the shiftless as well 
into Gracie Mansion. These phony 
liberals are just too much. 

They are progressive as long as 
they themselves aren’t affected by 
the changes. Ed Greenspan

Brooklyn

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

A dirty underground job gets dirtier
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Exceptional
Kitchen & Bath 
Remodels

Imagine 
the convenience. 

Imagine the beauty. 

Imagine the luxury. 

Your 
kitchen and bath 
can be everything 

you’ve 
always imagined, 

for a price 
that’s 

far less than 
you’d ever expect.

We provide both the design expertise and expert installation 
to make your vision a seamless reality

917-716-9920Fully Licensed and Insured 

SPRING
SPECIAL

10x10 Complete 
Kitchen Renovation

$7999
FREE Sink and
Faucet Included

(Stainless)



COURIER LIFE, MAY 26–JUNE 1, 201722    DT

BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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MEMORIAL DAY

VISIT A STORE FOR A CHANCE TO WIN YOUR PERFECT MATTRESS!
SEE MATTRESSFIRM.COM/GIVEAWAY FOR DETAILS.

50 GRAND PRIZE WINNERS
FREE MATTRESSUP 

TO 
$3000 RETAIL VALUE†

ENDS 

MONDAY

Minimum purchase of $4,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

SLEEP INTEREST FREE FOR 6 YEARS*

WK34_NYC_CPI_5.26_COMMUNITY_FRONT

SAVE UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

HOLIDAY HOURS: FRI 10AM-9PM 
SAT 9AM-9PM • SUN 11AM-8PM • MON 9AM-9PM
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GIFT WITH  
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

On select mattress set purchases.
Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier mattress protector or free mattress frame.

DISCOVER THE LATEST
IN SLEEP TECHNOLOGY

S L E E P  I N T E R E S T  F R E E  F O R  6  Y E A R S*

Minimum purchase of $4,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

WK34_NYC_CPI_5.26_COMMUNITY_INSIDE

 A hi-tech mattress that combines memory foam and 
Advanced Pocketed Coil™ Technology. Designed to be the 

perfect marriage of contouring comfort and superior support. 

A luxury mattress experience unlike any other. Pocketed 
coils and layers of memory and latex foams provide a fresh 

perspective on sleep.

 A luxurious mattress with BlackICE™ memory foam that immerses 
you in unmatched comfort for a completely restorative sleep 
experience. Designed to help maintain an ideal sleep climate. 

T E C H N O L O G Y  T O  P O W E R  O F F
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On select adjustable bases.

SAVE UP TO

$400†** 2 FREE
PILLOWS

GET UP TO

UP TO A 
$19998

VALUE

An adjustable base is perfect for binge-watching
your favorite show or reading a good book.

MANTUA®

Rize Edge

I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  T H AT  B A S E !

SAVE  UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

L & P 700
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WK34_NYC_CPI_5.26_COMMUNITY_BACK

1 - 8 0 0 - M AT- F I R M  M AT T R E S S F I R M .CO M  OV E R 3 5 0 0 STO R E LO C AT I O N S

SAVE UP TO

$600**†

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $3999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $2999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $2499, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 5/22/17-
5/29/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment 
will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is 
$2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. †Mattress Firm Memorial Day Giveaway: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. Starts 5/19/17 & 
ends 5/29/17. Open to legal residents of the 50 U.S./D.C., 18+. Fifty (50) Grand Prizes: a Mattress Firm gift voucher good for up to $3,000 towards the purchase of a mattress and matching box spring, excluding taxes and delivery charges. Vouchers expire on June 1, 2017. Void where prohibited. For 
complete details, see the Offi  cial Rules at participating stores or at www.mattressfi rm.com/giveaway. Sponsor: Mattress Firm, Inc, 10201 S Main Street, Houston, TX 77025. *†Save up to $1000 on select mattress sets from Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus 
or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $100-$1000. Off er valid 5/22/17-5/29/17 or while supplies last. See store 
for complete details. **†Save up to $600 on select mattress sets from Beautyrest World Class or Serta iSeries. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $300-$600. 
Off er valid 5/22/17-5/29/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †**Save up to $400 on select adjustable bases plus receive up to 2 free pillows (up to a $199.98 value). Purchase an LP700 adjustable base and save $400 plus receive 2 free pillows, purchase an LP500 adjustable base 
and save $200 plus receive 2 free pillows, or purchase any other adjustable base (select exclusions apply) and save $100 plus receive 1 free pillow (up to a $99.99 value). Not valid on previous purchases. Free pillow off er has no cash value. Limited quantities available. Off er 5/22/17-5/29/17 or while 
supplies last. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Gift Off er: Off er valid 5/22/17-5/29/17. Purchase a Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE mattress set at $1299.99 and above and receive a Free 
Gift up to $300. Free Gift off er good towards in-store credit for free accessories including a luxury pillow (up to a $99.99 value), Premier mattress protector (up to a $119.99 value) or mattress frame (up to an $89 value). Free Gift breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$1999.99 and choose 1 for 
free (up to a $100 value), spend $2000-2999.99 and choose 2 for free (up to a $200 value), or spend $3000 or more and get all 3 for free (up to a $300 value). LuxLiving BlackICE pillows, LuxLiving Hyperchill pillows and DreamFit sheets excluded from Free Gift off er. Not valid towards mattress 
set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Has no cash value, see store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding 
product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. †*In-store dollar savings range from $50-$1000. We invite you to ask about any individual 
prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct 
any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 5/22/17-5/29/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

Exclusively at

FIRM • QUEEN SET $49999

SAVE UP TO $300 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $79999

Exclusively at

SAVE UP TO

$1000*†

On select mattress set purchases.

ENDS 

MONDAY

OVER 15 QUEEN SETS
UNDER $99999

QUEEN SETS 
STARTING AS LOW AS

$17999

L VE YOUR MATTRESS GUARANTEETM*†*

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise that if you don’t love your new mattress, you can exchange or return it for your money back within 120 days.

SLEEP INTEREST FREE FOR 6 YEARS* Minimum purchase of $4,499 
on a mattress plus adjustable 
base with your Mattress Firm 
credit card. 72 Equal Monthly 
Payments required. 

**

Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier 
mattress protector or free mattress frame.

UP TO
GIFT WITH 
PURCHASE

$300
On select mattress set purchases.

HOLIDAY HOURS: FRI 10AM-9PM 
SAT 9AM-9PM • SUN 11AM-8PM • MON 9AM-9PM
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A llergy triggers are all 
around, and the rates 
of those people affected 

by various allergies seems to 
be growing. Worldwide, the 
rise in prevalence of allergic 
diseases has continued in the 
industrialized world for more 
than 50 years, according to 
the American Academy of Al-
lergy, Asthma & Immunology. 
Sensitization to foreign pro-
teins in one’s environment is 
present in up to 40 percent of 
the world’s population, contin-
ues the Academy.

An allergy is defi ned as 
an overreaction of the hu-
man immune system to a for-
eign protein (allergen) that 
is eaten, inhaled, touched, or 
injected into the body. Aller-
gies can cause such reactions 
as stuffy or runny noses, itchy 
eyes, coughing and sneezing, 
rashes, and hives. More se-
vere reactions can include dif-
fi culty breathing, a lowering 
of blood pressure, and asthma 
attacks.

Millions of visits to phy-
sician offi ces result in a pri-
mary diagnosis of allergic 
rhinitis, or hay fever — one 
of the most common allergy 
manifestations. The Centers 
for Disease Control says 17.6 
million Americans were di-
agnosed with hay fever in the 

past 12 months. Allergic rhini-
tis is a common condition that 
creates symptoms similar to 
a cold. Unlike a cold, which 
is caused by a virus, allergic 
rhinitis is an allergic response 
to any number of triggers. Usu-
ally hay fever can be brought 
on by any number of allergens 
and sometimes it can be dif-
fi cult to narrow down the ex-
act cause. However, here are 
some of the more common al-
lergens:

Pollen 
Of all things that can cause 

an allergy, those resulting 
from pollen tend to be the most 
prolifi c. Pollen can be released 
from trees, grasses, weeds, and 
fl owers throughout much of 
the year. While the main goal 
of pollen is to fertilize other 
plants, pollen that is inhaled 
can cause allergic reactions. 
It’s one of the more diffi cult al-
lergens to avoid since pollen is 
virtually everywhere.

Dust
Dust is an accumulation 

of microscopic particles that 
become trapped in a home. A 
large portion of dust is com-
prised of dust mites. WebMD 
says about 20 million Ameri-
cans are allergic to dust mites 
and their waste. Dust mites 

feed on skin from pets and 
humans. They tend to spike 
in numbers during warmer 
weather or if indoor tempera-
tures are kept at 75 F or higher. 
Cleaning using a HEPA fi l-
ter vacuum can keep dust at a 
minimum. Air purifi ers also 
may be able to help.

Animal dander
Millions of pet owners 

have an allergy to their ani-
mals, says the Academy. It’s 
not the fur of the animal that 
causes the trouble, but usually 
proteins found in a pet’s shed 
skin, saliva, and urine that 
can cause problems. Keep in 
mind that there are no truly 
hypoallergenic breeds, and 
length of hair or fur will not 
eliminate allergies. An aller-
gist may be able to suggest a 
course of treatment.

Mold
Tiny fungi with spores that 

fl oat through the air, mold is 
yet another common aller-
gen. The most common al-
lergy-causing molds include 
Alternaria, Aspergillus, Cla-
dosporium, and Penicillium. 
Preventing the environment 
needed for mold to grow can 
reduce allergic reactions. 
This primarily means airing 
out homes to keep them dry. 

Pollen, mold, dust, and animal dander are some of the more common triggers of allergic rhinitis.

The season of allergy-in-
duced sniffl es and other 
complications is right 

around the corner. If you are 
one of the millions of people 
affected by seasonal allergies 
that lead to nasal swelling, 
sneezing, watery eyes, and a 
scratchy throat, you may not 
be eagerly anticipating the 
warmer weather as much as 
others.

Allergy research is ongo-
ing, and in the future doctors 
may be able to prevent aller-
gic reactions from occurring 
rather than treating the symp-
toms that ensue. Until then, 
you will have to work with the 
remedies that currently exist. 
These remedies include anti-
histamines, which can cause 
dangerous interactions with 
other medications and may 
cause drowsiness. These side 
effects can be dangerous for 
use in seniors. Consider these 
other options instead:

Drink plenty of fl uids. 
Although liquids can’t wash 
the allergens out of your sys-
tem, water, juice and clear 
broths can help loosen conges-
tion. Hot liquids can soothe 
infl amed membranes in the 
nose and throat.

Avoid allergens as much 

as possible. Check weather 
reports for the levels of par-
ticulates in the air and stay 
indoors if they are high. Keep 
away from tall grasses and 
places with a lot of foliage.

Use the air conditioning. 
Rather than keeping the win-
dows wide open, use an air 
conditioner and dehumidifi er 

to fi lter the air coming inside 
of the house and ensuring it is 
cool and dry.

Head to the beach. If you 
want to spend time outdoors, 
areas by the ocean will have 
pollen counts that are much 
lower than in mountainous 
areas.

Dry clothes indoors. 

Line-dried clothes may smell 
fresh, but they can bring 
molds and pollens indoors 
and exacerbate allergies.

Shower frequently. After 
being outdoors, take a shower 
to rinse off any allergens 
clinging to hair and skin.

Check with a doctor. Be-
fore mixing allergy medica-
tions with any prescriptions 
you are taking, ensure that 
they are safe to mix. If your 
doctor is unavailable, consult 
with a pharmacist about drug 
interactions.   

Natural ways to beat 
seasonal allergies

If you are one of the millions of 
people affected by seasonal al-
lergies that lead to nasal swell-
ing, sneezing, watery eyes, and a 
scratchy throat, you may not be 
eagerly anticipating the warmer 
weather as much as others.

Hay fever triggers
Some common causes of seasonal allergies

Ear problems come and 
go, and some may be the 
result of seasonal aller-

gies or the accumulation of 
wax or water inside the ear 
canal.

Baylor College of Medicine 
in Houston, Texas, says the 
eustachian tube is a narrow 
tube that connects the mid-
dle ear to the back of the nose. 
Normally, this tube opens 
with every swallow or yawn 
to act as a pressure-equaliz-
ing valve for the middle ear. 
It also serves to drain the mu-
cus produced by the lining of 
the middle ear. At times, the 
tube can get blocked, caus-

ing a negative pressure that 
draws the eardrum inward. 
When this occurs, dull or 
muffl ed hearing is sometimes 
evident, and individuals may 
feel pain and pressure.

Colds, sinus trouble, aller-
gies, and other ailments can 
contribute to eustachian tube 
dysfunction. The pressure 
change within the ear as well 
as a buildup of mucus can 
lead to trouble and a visit to a 
doctor. In many cases, eusta-
chian tubes will become clear 
again on their own. However, 
some doctors will prescribe a 
decongestant nasal spray to 
help the process along. 

Alleviate ear problems

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health
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We call our office State-of-the-Art Dentistry because we keep our technology 
and techniques up-to-date to provide you the best experience possible. 
We accommodate families of all ages with strict sterilization techniques.

JOSEPH LICHTER, DDS
1420 Ave. P, 2nd Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11229 

(Between East 14th and 15th)

718.339.7878
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��	��������	��	��

Change your Smile
Change Your Life

Bad Breath? We Have Solutions!  
Discolored Teeth? 

We Do Whitening & Veneers! 
Never underestimate the power of a bright and beautiful smile. 

Whether your teeth need straightening, whitening or a routine cleaning, 
we offer complete dental care services to keep your smile healthy 

and sparkling. Easy Financing & Student Discounts
Call today for a  FREE Smile Consultation

       See our latest smile makeovers on Facebook! 

bleaching
$395 $3,995

100% Financing Available

METROPLUS
MetroPlus Health Plan has announced 
today a partnership with Maimonides 
Health Center in providing free health 
seminars at the new MetroPlus Commu-
nity Office in Sunset Park, Brooklyn. 

“We are delighted to join with Mai-
monides—as well as our other part-
ners, Asian Americans for Equality 
and idNYC—at this beautiful new space 
in the vibrant neighborhood of Sunset 
Park,” said Seth Diamond, Chief Oper-
ating Officer of MetroPlus Health Plan. 
“Maimonides Health Center is a vital 
part of this community, so to partner 
with them in offering these services is 
a great opportunity to further serve the 
residents of Sunset Park.”  

Asian Outreach Director Janice 
Yang, of Maimonides Medical Cen-
ter, said, “Maimonides is glad to see 
MetroPlus Health Plan open an office 
in the Sunset Park area. We are look-
ing forward to serving this community 
together. By partnering in this health 
seminars initiative, we hope to bring 
needed health information to our com-

munity in the language they under-
stand.” 

SUNSET PARK SEMINAR 
SCHEDULE

All seminars 9:30–10:30 AM
• Monday, June 5: Dr. Richard Pu: 

Vascular Diseases and Modern Man-
agement

• Monday, July 3: Xixi Amley: 
Healthy Heart

• Monday, Aug. 7: Dr. Po Cheng Chu: 
Abdominal Discomfort

• Thursday, Sept: 21, Dr. Lan Mo: 
Cancer Screenings & Prevention

• Monday, Oct. 2: Dr. Jason Wong: 
Hip and Knee Arthritis: Diagnosis and 
Treatment

• Monday, Nov. 6: Dr. Yanli Liang: 
Effective Parenting Skills

• Monday, Dec. 4: Dr. Liwen Ye: In-
somnia. 

All seminars (conducted in English 
and Chinese) will be held at the new 
MetroPlus Health Plan Sunset Park of-
fice, 807 48th Street, Second floor, Brook-
lyn, New York. 

New health center 
offers free seminars

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

MetroPlus COO Seth Diamond, second from right, moments after snipping the 
ribbon at the healthcare company’s new community offi ce at Maimonides Health 
Center in Sunset Park. Joining him are, from left, Stephen Davey, Assemblyman 
Peter Abbate, Adam Chen, and Assemblyman Felix Ortiz. MetroPlus
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BAY RIDGE
SKIN & CANCER 
DERMATOLOGY, P.C.

DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D. 
GRACE LASELVA-CUTUGNO, RPA-C 

JACQUELINE LEVINE, RPA-C

9921 Fourth Ave, 
Brooklyn, NY 11209

MAIN: 718.833.7616  
COSMETIC: 718.833.2793

www.BayRidgeDerm.com

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 
FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Our Doctors are 
well versed in the latest 

Medical Treatments 
including Mohs 

Micrographic Surgery, 
Narrow Band UVB, 
Biologic Therapy

Botox & Facial Fillers 

Hair Laser Removal,  
Chemical Peels, 
Microdermabrasion, 
Fractional Resurfacing

Tattoo Removal,  
Sclerotherapy 
(Vein Treatment)

COSMETIC 
PROCEDURES:

“ Join us every Tuesday for 
Cosmetic Dermatology”

ACNE  ECZEMA  WARTS

HEALTH 
NEWS FROM

DR. DAVID BIRO

Dear Dr. Biro, 
How do I know 
if my moles are 
normal or skin 

cancers? 

There are two categories 
of skin cancers that I am 
focused on. Melanoma 
skin cancer is uncommon 
but very serious. Growths 
that are pigmented 
(brown or black), that 
have irregular shapes, 
colors and are asym-
metric usually warrant 
close evaluation. This 
may take the form of a 
special instrument called 
a dermatoscope and oc-
casionally a biopsy to 
determine whether it is 
cancerous or not.

The other category of 
cancer is non-melano-
ma, far more common 
and almost never deadly.  
These lesions tend to 
be fl esh colored or red 
growths that enlarge, do 
not heal and occasionally 
bleed. If you have such a 
growth you should make 
an appointment with 
a dermatologist for an 
evaluation.

I recommend that all of 
my patients have a yearly 
skin check with myself or 
my colleagues.

W W W.BAYRIDGEDERM.COM 
If you have a question for 
Dr. Biro please submit it 

through the contact 
button on his website.

You may see it answered 
in the next edition of 
“ask the dermatologist”

ASK THE 
DERMATOLOGIST

Offi ce: 718-336-3900   |   Fax: 718-336-3990

Dr. Nison Badalov  |  Dr. Ian Wall  |  Dr. Kayane Hanna-Hindy   
Dr. Rabin Rahmani  |  Dr. Pierre Hindy

Our offi ce offers a full array of gastroenterology services
to help you maintain a healthy digestive system.

Colon Cancer screening, GERD, Irritable 
Bowel Syndrome, Peptic Ulcer Dx..

9101 4th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY

11209

902 Quentin Road
#701

Brooklyn, NY 11223

26 Court Street
Brooklyn, NY

11242

YOUR HEALTH MEANS
EVERYTHING TO US!

Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS
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For many New Yorkers, 
springtime is allergy time. 
Allergic reactions occur 
when the body’s immune sys-
tem overreacts to allergens—
substances that are harmless 
for most people, such as plant 
pollen, dust mites, mold or 
certain foods. One of the most 
common of these allergens, 
tree pollen, is most evident 
in the spring. For those who 
are allergic to it, tree pollen 
acts as a trigger – for symp-
toms that include nasal con-
gestion, itchy eyes and sinus 
pressure.

As spring turns to sum-
mer, many people may see a 
decrease in symptoms as tree 
pollen decreases. However, 
others may not quite be out of 
the woods. Grass pollen, an-
other common allergy trigger, 
increases in early summer. 
Symptoms may also increase 
when combined with indoor 
allergy triggers such as dust 
mites or pet dander. “Each 
trigger increases the chances 
that an individual will expe-
rience allergy symptoms,” 
said Cascya Charlot, M.D., an 
allergy and immunology spe-
cialist affiliated with NewY-

ork-Presbyterian Brooklyn 
Methodist Hospital. “Man-
aging allergies means being 
aware of and controlling all 
of the different potential trig-
gers.”

A number of over-the-
counter antihistamines are 
available for treatment of al-
lergy symptoms. While these 
may provide short-term re-
lief, there are additional 
steps that those subject to 

chronic allergy symptoms 
can take. To control indoor 
allergies, it is important to 
maintain the home in a way 
that will reduce exposure to 
allergens. Check air vents 
within the house, as poor 
ventilation can increase the 
present of dust.  If a pet is in 
the house, take steps to limit 
the amount of pet hair on fur-
niture.  Cover any mattresses 
and bedding with mite proof 

covers to keep dust mites at 
bay.

If managing triggers 
within the home and over-
the-counter antihistamines 
do not reduce symptoms, it 
may be time to consider aller-
gen immunotherapy. Allergen 
immunotherapy, commonly 
known as “allergy shots,” en-
tails receiving injections of 
their trigger allergens to in-
crease tolerance to these al-

lergens over time. “Allergen 
immunotherapy is broken 
down into two phases: buildup 
and maintenance,” said Dr. 
Charlot. “During the buildup 
phase, patients receive shots 
once a week over the course 
of several months. Once they 
have built up their tolerance 
to their allergens, they enter 
the maintenance phase. This 
phase is much less intensive, 
and requires them to get shots 
once or twice a month for 
three to five years.”

Dr. Charlot said that pa-
tients are usually extremely 
satisfied with the treatment, 
especially once they reach the 
maintenance phase. “There 
is an 80 percent success rate 
with this treatment, ,” she 
said. “Patients notice a signif-
icant decrease in symptoms, 
and experience a better qual-
ity of life.”

To schedule an appointment 
with an allergist affiliated with 
NewYork-Presbyterian Brook-
lyn Methodist, call 718-499-
CARE (718-499-2273) or go to the 
“Find a Doctor” tile at nyp.org/
Brooklyn.

—New York-Presbyterian 
Brooklyn Methodist Hospital

Though many are likely 
familiar enough with 
asthma to recognize it’s a 

respiratory disease that affects 
millions of people across the 
globe, few may know the role 
that environmental triggers 
play with regard to asthma. 

Indoor allergens and irri-
tants often trigger asthma at-
tacks, but fortunately, such 
triggers can be controlled by 
people who take a proactive ap-
proach to reducing their expo-
sure to environmental triggers 
like those listed below.

Secondhand smoke
The smoke from a cigarette, 

cigar or pipe contains more 
than 4,000 substances, some 
of which are cancerous com-
pounds. In addition to trigger-
ing asthma attacks in those 
already diagnosed with the 
condition, secondhand smoke 
is a risk factor for asthma 

among preschool-aged young-
sters. 

Thanks to their diminutive 
statures, kids breathe more 
rapidly than adults, and that 
means they take in more sec-
ondhand smoke when around 
smokers than older kids or 
fully grown adults. But sec-
ondhand smoke is harmful 
to adults as well, triggering 
asthma attacks and increasing 
their risk for a variety of health 
conditions. Parents should not 
let anyone smoke near their 
children, and adults with older 
kids should avoid smokers as 
much as possible.

Dust mites
Tiny, invisible bugs that 

feed on dead skin, dust mites 
can be found in mattresses, pil-
lows, carpets, stuffed toys, and 
clothes, among other things. 
Individuals who are allergic 
to dust mites might be suscep-

tible to asthma if they come in 
contact with dust mites’ body 
parts and droppings, and such 
exposure can trigger asthma 
in youngsters who have not 
previously exhibited symp-
toms of the condition. 

Bedding should be washed 
in hot water at least once per 
week and dried completely, 
and dust proof covers should 
be used on pillows and mat-
tresses. Vacuum carpets and 
furniture once per week. Also, 
parents can reduce their kids’ 
risk of asthma attacks by only 
buying stuffed toys that can be 
washed in hot water.

Molds
Molds live on plant and an-

imal matter and can be found 
nearly anywhere that mois-
ture is present. Inhaling mold 
spores, which continually fl oat 
through indoor and outdoor 
air, can trigger an asthma at-

tack. Mold problems in a home 
should be addressed immedi-
ately. Mold on hard surfaces 
can be removed with soap and 
water, and the surfaces should 
be allowed to dry completely 
before being put to use again. 

Use exhaust fans in rooms 

such as the kitchen and bath-
room, where fans can be used 
both during and after shower-
ing. Some mold growths might 
be a byproduct of leaks, so 
check pipes for leaks when any 
mold is found near sinks, tubs 
or showers.  

Environmental factors 
can trigger asthma

It is important for those with asthma to determine with their physicians 
how best to control their condition. 
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With the minimally in-
vasive treatment for aneu-
rysms now offered by the 
Vascular Institute in Bor-
ough Park, patients can now 
plan to go home the same 
day of an operation that 
once kept patients in the 
hospital for days.

Under the direction of 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, the In-
stitute, offers the very latest 
state-of-the-art treatment 
for a wide range of vascular 
conditions.

No need to travel to Man-
hattan or Long Island when 
the very best care is avail-
able right here. Dr. Ascher 
and his team are interna-
tionally recognized for de-
veloping groundbreaking 
treatments for patients 
with vascular disease. In 
some cases the endovascu-
lar techniques developed by 
this team have eliminated 
the need for surgery.

There was a time not long 
ago when patients seeking 
treatment for an aneurysm 

could expect to leave the 
hospital with an ugly scar 
running from the collar 
bone to the groin. It doesn’t 
have to be that way, says Dr. 
Ascher. The surgery that he 
has pioneered is done with 
the guidance of ultrasound 
on an ambulatory basis.

“This procedure is mini-
mally invasive. The block-
age can be removed with 
just a small incision in the 
groin,” he said. “The beauty 

of it is that we have simpli-
fied this approach. Instead 
of spending four or five days 
in the ICU, patients can ex-
pect to be home for dinner.”

This new procedure re-
duces costs and, more im-
portantly, it reduces the 
risk of complications. In 
the not-distant future he ex-
pects to be able to perform 
the surgery, which is done 
with the patient under local 
anesthesia, in his Brooklyn 

facility. To date more than 
1,000 patients have taken 
advantage of the life-saving 
aneurysm surgery offed by 
the institute.

Aneurysms occur when 
part of a blood vessel or car-
diac chamber swell because 
the blood vessel is damaged 
or there is a weakness in the 
wall of the blood vessel. As 
the aneurysm grows there is 
a risk of rupture, which can 
lead to severe hemorrhage 
and other complications, in-
cluding sudden death.

Dr. Ascher is currently 
the chief of vascular sur-
gery at NYU Lutheran Medi-
cal Center. He is the founder 
of the Pan American Con-
gress on Vascular and En-
dovascular Surgery, which 
provides a forum for sur-
geons from South America, 
Central America and North 
America.

The doctor has written 
more than 250 articles pub-
lished in medical journals. 
Put simply, it would be dif-
ficult, if not impossible, to 

find a more respected leader 
in the field of vascular medi-
cine.

In addition to the treat-
ment of aneurysms, the In-
stitute provides the most 
progressive and advanced 
care available for the treat-
ment of wide range of vas-
cular conditions including 
stroke prevention and clear-
ing blocked arteries. The 
Institute is also involved in 
wound treatment, saving 
limbs, and removing vari-
cose veins.

Asked why he chose 
Brooklyn to set up his prac-
tice, Dr. Ascher said simply, 
“I am very happy the very 
best in vascular medicine is 
right here in Brooklyn.”

The Vascular Institute of 
New York [960 50th St. be-
tween Ninth Avenue and Fort 
Hamilton Parkway in Bor-
ough Park, (718) 438–3800, 
and 2993 Ocean Parkway in 
Brighton Beach, (347) 533–
8477, vascularnyc.com] Call 
or go the website to make an 
appointment.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Brooklyn doctor provides treatment of aneurysms

W hen allergies or colds 
strike, the resulting 
symptoms can be un-

pleasant. Watery eyes, sneez-
ing, aches, pains, and lethargy 
are common. Two additional 
symptoms common to respi-
ratory allergies and illnesses 
include excess mucus produc-
tion and sore throat.

Mucus is a vital component 
of bodily health. The Ameri-
can Academy of Otolaryngol-
ogy says glands in the nose 
and throat continually pro-
duce thin mucus to moisten 
and clean respiratory passage-
ways. This mucus traps for-
eign matter and can help com-
bat infection. When viruses or 
bacteria irritate parts of the 
nose and throat, excess mucus 
may be produced as the im-
mune system attempts to retal-
iate. This mucus may thicken 
and become more acidic. Ex-
tra mucus can produce its own 
side effects, including further 
irritation. According to New 

York-Presbyterian Hospital, 
in many cases, excess mucus 
production can lead to post-
nasal drip and subsequent 
sore throats.

People often mistake post-
nasal drip and related sore 
throat as separate medical 
conditions. But each can be 
traced to whichever illness 
or irritant (such as dry air or 
chemical exposure) is trig-
gering the body’s mucus re-
sponse. Reducing the amount 
of mucus pooling in the back 
of the throat can help a person 
feel better more quickly and 
can be used in conjunction 
with medical advice:

Limit foods that may in-

crease mucus production. 
Dairy products, wheat, soy, 
bananas, sugar, and preserva-
tives may contribute to mucus 
production, according to The 
University of Maryland Medi-
cal Center.

Drink peppermint or 

regular mint tea. The natu-

ral menthol in these herbs can 
help thin mucus and loosen 
it up for more productive 
coughs. 

Increase consumption of 

mucus-fi ghting foods and 

beverages. Mustard, lemon, 
garlic, and anti-infl ammatory 
oils found in many nuts may 
help reduce swelling in the 
throat and nose and tame mu-
cus production.

Drink plenty of fl uids. 

Clear fl uids, such as water, 
tea, and broth, can also thin 
out mucus, making it fl ow 
more easily down the throat.

Rely on salt solutions. 
Simple nasal saline rinses or 
gargling with salt water can 
alleviate irritation and help 
reduce some of the mucus, too. 
Remember to use cooled-down 
boiled tap water or distilled, 
sterile water for nasal rinses 
to prevent the chance of wa-
ter contamination, which can 
lead to serious illness.

Consider medication. 

When natural remedies are 
exhausted, prescription or 
over-the counter products 
may provide relief. Deconges-
tants can dry up nasal secre-
tions, while antibiotics may be 
needed if an infection is bacte-

rial in nature.
Always consult a doctor to 

get an accurate diagnosis of 
mucus issues and sore throat 
causes. He or she may suggest 
one of the tips above or a com-
bination of therapies.  

A sore throat can result from excess mucus production and post-nasal 
drip irritation.

Decreasing mucus production 
can help stop sore throats
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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By Julianne Cuba

All aboard the bus!
The famous Australian film 

about drag queens trekking across 
the Outback will get a Brooklyn-style 
makeover this summer. The live musical 
“Priscilla Queen of the Desert,” opening 
at the Old Stone House in Park Slope on 
July 6, changes the setting from 1990s 
Australia to modern-day America, but 
the difficult journey the characters take, 
confronting homophobic locals in small 
desert towns, remains the same as they 
traverse the bleeding-red Midwest, said 
the show’s director.

“We are going to take it from Brooklyn 
across the country all the way to Arizona, 

and then we are going to have our Brooklyn 
drag queens have to face Trump voters in 
middle America and find acceptance and 
win people over,” said Park Sloper John 
McEneny, who is also a co-founder of 
Piper Theatre Productions, which is put-
ting on the show. 

McEneny and his fellow directors got 
the idea for the show late on Election 
Night 2016, when it became clear that 
Trump would become president. In the 
midst of that gloom they couldn’t think of 
anything better than “Priscilla Queen of 
the Desert,” with its boundary-pushing, 
positive portrayal of gay and transgender 
people, to give people something to smile 
about, he said.

“We decided to do this play after the 
election. I think people need to have some-
thing really fun and exciting and positive, 
for people really being themselves and 
true to themselves facing opposition,” said 
McEneny. “I feel like people need some-
thing fun, I think it’s really important 
right now that people are coming together 
and going to theater and laughing.”

The outdoor show, which will feature 
a live six-person band, will be a little 
grittier than the original, said McEneny. 
The costumes will look like they were 
made by the drag queens themselves, out 
of random materials like plastic lobsters, 
he said. And the beautiful bus named 
Priscilla, which gets the queens to their 

destination, will reflect its scrappy origins 
in the Midwest. 

“Our whole set is an actual bus pur-
chased from a religious commune in Ohio. 
It’s quite the bus — all the seats have been 
gutted, it’s a little worse for wear, but I 
think it’s going to look like three drag 
queens have driven this cross-country,” 
said McEneny. “We’re painting it a bil-
lion beautiful colors, and it’s going to be 
parked in residence. It’s going to be abso-
lutely beautiful.”

“Priscilla, Queen of the Desert” at the 
Old Stone House [336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
www.pipertheatre.org]. Thu–Sat, July 6–22 
at 8 pm. Free. 

The fab ladies of ‘Priscilla’ get a Brooklyn makeover

Queens meet Kings

Road trip: In the musical production of “Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert” coming to Park Slope on 
July 6, the cast will travel from Brooklyn to 
Arizona, making friends and fighting homopho-
bic locals along the way. Jeremy Amar
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By Caroline Spivack

The king of the sea is re-
surfacing at the People’s 
Playground!

The Coney Island History 
Project’s latest exhibit, “Neptune 
Revisited,” opening on May 27, will 
showcase weathered clay images of 
the oceanic deity and other nautical 
figures from the early 1920s. The 
artifacts once graced the walls of 
the historic, recently-restored Childs 
Restaurant on the Boardwalk, and 
the mini museum will offer visitors 
a unique, up-close look, said the 
project’s executive director. 

“We have a small space, so it’s an 
intimate look at some of the original 
pieces that were beyond repair after 
a century of exposure to salt water 
air. They’re extraordinary crafts-
manship,” said People’s Playground 
historian Charles Denson. 

When the Childs Restaurant 
opened in 1923, it sported numerous 
nautical terra cotta images along its 
facade. Many of those clay creations 
crumbled over the last century, and 
the building’s new owners, who 

re-opened the space last week as 
Kitchen 21, worked to restore what 
they could. But some pieces that 
were irreparably damaged had to 
be replaced by painstaking replicas, 

and Denson finagled an indefinite 
loan of the original, weather-beaten 
artifacts for his exhibit at the Coney 
Island History Project, where they 

By Lauren Gill

It’s a high-proof of concept 
show!

A new whiskey tasting 
event coming to Red Hook will 
feature more than 60 spirits, a rock 
show, and a half-dozen other activi-
ties. The founder of the Whisky 
X, coming to the Brooklyn Cruise 
Terminal on June 8, hopes that 
some high-tech planning and an 
expansive venue will keep visitors 

from feeling too addled during the 
intoxicating event.

“Some of these experiences can 
be kind of overwhelming and have 
so many whiskies. It’s great but 
it and can be kind of expensive 
and it’s like where do you start?” 
said Brian Murphy. “We wanted to 
make a much more interesting and 
inspiring experience.” 

The festival will e-mail ticket 

Whiskey, rocks

King of the sea: The exhibit “Neptune Revisited,” opening on May 27, features 
original terra cotta pieces from the landmarked Childs building on the Boardwalk, 
including this giant, cracked ceramic medallion.  Charles Denson

People’s Clay-ground
Historic terra cotta images on display

Liquor and licks: Musician Dan Auerbach, guitarist for the Black Keys, will play 
songs from his solo album at the inaugural Whisky X festival at the Brooklyn 
Cruise Terminal on June 8.  Alysse Gafkjen

By Julianne Cuba

Go dancing with the stars!
A sea of strangers will 

come together to light 
up Brooklyn Bridge Park with 
images of exploding stars and 
solar eclipses on June 3, as part 
of the  World Science Festival . For 
the “Umbrella Project,” the dance 
group  Pilobolus  will distrib-
ute several hundred brightly-lit 
umbrellas and encourage people 
into cosmic formations, creat-
ing colorful images filmed from 
above and projected onto a giant 
screen. The crowd and the music 
will come together for a beautiful 
dance under the stars, said the 
group’s executive producer.

“They feel out the images 
together and it becomes this kind 
of wonderful, soothing, imagina-
tive rave as you’re moving around 
in the music and looking up at these 
images,” said Itamar Kubovy. 

The World Science Festival 
event will begin with star-gazing 
and an appearance by crowd favor-
ite Bill Nye the Science Guy at 7 
pm, followed by the “Umbrella 
Project” at 8:30 pm. Pilobolus has 
experimented with a wide range 
of patterns for the project before, 

but for this night it will focus on 
images of the sky, said Kubovy.

“Let’s try to makes shapes and 
images of things related to astron-
omy and science,” he said. 

The umbrellas have three but-
tons that will light them up in 
red, yellow, and blue — or any 
combination of those colors. After 
a short video explaining how 
the umbrellas work, people usu-
ally start by creating small, simple 
patterns, and then grow into more 
elaborate designs, said Kubovy.

“They just start walking around 

looking up at the screen. They 
start to understand what is the 
relationship between their button 
pushing and moving around,” he 
said. “I think once we start to cre-
ate a pattern — geometric lines, 
circles with concentric bands and 
rings around them — then try to 
create a shape that is referencing 
an object.”

It’s amazing to see how a crowd 
works together to turn a sea of of 
glowing umbrellas into recogniz-
able shapes, said Kubovy.

“Getting people to build some-
thing together in great numbers, 
200 people, making a beautiful 
image — a moon, astronomical 
concepts or images, eclipses — 
effectively reflecting the lights 
back to the stars, with some kind 
of empathy as a group of people,” 
he said.

The project will prevail in clear 
skies or in rain — after all, every-
one will already have a shield from 
the raindrops, said Kubovy.

“You have an umbrella, if it 
rains,” he said. “It’s amazing, 
it even becomes more intimate, 
everyone’s under a tent, their own 
little tent.”

Those who want to see more 

of Pilobolus can see five of the 
company’s newest collaborations 
on July 6 in Prospect Park, when 
the group performs for the  Bric 
Celebrate Brooklyn Festival . 

“Umbrella Project” at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Pier 1 (enter at Furman 
Street and Old Fulton Street in 
Dumbo, www.brooklynbridgepark.
org). June 3 at 8:30 pm. Free. 

LIGHT SHOWERS!

Pixel perfect: The colorful umbrellas 
create images that are projected on a 
screen.  Pilobolus

Park gets lit with ‘Umbrella Project’

Pretty in pink: Participants in the “Umbrella Project,” coming to Brooklyn Bridge 
Park on June 3, use their rain shields to light up the night. Oriel Pe’er

Continued on page 37 Continued on page 37
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
SAT, JUNE 3

MUSIC, AN EVE-
NING WITH VIC-
TOR DROBYSH AND 
FRIENDS: $55–$395. 
7 pm

TUE, JUNE 6
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: 

$59–$521. 7:30 pm

WED, JUNE 7
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: 

$59–$521. 7:30 pm

FRI, JUNE 9
MUSIC, SOULFRITO 

URBAN LATIN MUSIC 
FEST: With Meek Mill, 
Fetty Wap, Young M.A, 
Uncle Murda, and more. 
$65–$166. 8 pm

SAT, JUNE 10
MUSIC, 33RD NEW YORK 

SALSA FESTIVAL: With 
Willie Colón, Eddie 
Palmieri, Tito Nieves, 
Eddie Santiago, and 
more. $70–$230. 8 pm

SUN, JUNE 22
SPORTS, NBA DRAFT 

2017: $26–$106. 7 pm.

SUN, JUNE 25
SPORTS, BIG 3: Three-on-

three basketball games 
with professional play-
ers. $27–$215. 1 pm.

TUE, JUNE 27
MUSIC, THE TOTAL 

PACKAGE TOUR: With 
New Kids on the Block, 
Paula Abdul, and Boyz 
II Men. $25–$995. 7:30 
pm.

WED, JULY 5
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

THU, JULY 6
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 7
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 8
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
4 pm and 7:30 pm.

SUN, JULY 9
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
1:30 pm and 5 pm.

FRI, JULY 21
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 28
MUSIC, QUEEN AND 

ADAM LAMBERT: $49–
$505. 8 pm.

TUE, AUG 1
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 2
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 14
MUSIC, SHAWN MEN-

DES: $29–$550. 7:30 
pm.

SAT, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER: $tba. Time 
tba.

SUN, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $tba. 6:30 pm.

MON, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $tba. 7:30 
pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, JUNE 2
ART, NARS SPRING OPEN 

STUDIOS: International 
artists at the New York 
Art Residency and Studios 
Foundation open their 
work spaces to the public. 
Free. 6–9 pm. NARS Foun-
dation (201 46th St., fourth 
fl oor, at Second Avenue in 
Sunset Park), www.nars-
foundation.org. 

FILM, “RAT FILM”: A docu-
mentary about rats, maps 
and extermination. With 
live music from Kotic Cou-
ture before the show. $15. 
8 pm. The Old American 
Can Factory (232 Third St. 
at Sackett Street in Gow-
anus). 

MUSIC, CERDDORION 
VOCAL ENSEMBLE: A 
concert of sacred music 
spanning fi ve centuries. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
St Paul’s Church (199 Car-
roll St. in Carroll Gardens), 
www.cerddorion.org. 

MUSIC, “SHOWBOAT”: The 
Narrows Community The-
ater presents a concert of 
the classic musical, as a 
memorial tribute to origi-
nal cast member Mickey 
Sullivan. $25 ($20 seniors, 
students and children). 8 
pm. St. Patrick’s School 
Auditorium [97th Street 
and Fourth Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 482–3173.] 
www.narrowscommuni-
tytheater.com. 

SAT, JUNE 3
MUSIC, DEGRAW FEST: 

Rock out with a tight-knit 
community of artists, musi-
cians, producers, and en-
trepreneurs while enjoying 
craft beer and local food. 
$18 ($15 in advance). 2:30 
pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

FILM, “FOLD, CRUMBLE, 
CRUSH”: A documentary 
about the recycled art of 
El Anatsui, to accompany 
the “Recycle” show of 
re-purposed art. Free. 2 
pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [481 Van 
Brunt St., Door Seven, near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

FILM, THE ART OF BROOK-
LYN “BEST OF THE 
FEST”: A free screening 
of the best short fi lm from 
the Art of Brooklyn Film 
Festival. With music and 
free food before the show. 
Free. 5 pm. Sunset Park 
(Fifth Avenue between 
41st and 44th streets in 
Sunset Park), www.thear-
tofbrooklyn.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, CELEBRATE 
PRIDE MONTH AT THE 
BROOKLYN MUSEUM: 
With music by New York 
City Gay Men’s Chorus, 
SassyBlack, and Tamar-kali; 
screenings of black queer 
fi lms, and a ball hosted by 
Sydney UltraOmni. Free. 
5–11 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

FRI, MAY 26
DANCE, DANCEAFRICA 

FESTIVAL: The coun-
try’s largest showcase of 
African dance celebrates 
the 40th anniversary this 
year under the theme 
of “The Healing Light of 
Rhythm: Tradition and Be-
yond.” $25. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

FILM, VINTAGE JAZZ SHORT 
FILM FEST: See vintage 
16mm short fi lms of such 
greats as Billie Holiday, 
Duke Ellington, Louis 
Armstrong, Cab Calloway, 
Bessie Smith, and so many 
more jazz artists from the 
early 19th Century. $10. 
8 pm. Coney Island USA 
[1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island, 
www.coneyisland.com]. 

COMEDY, “GREG PROOPS 
IS THE SMARTEST MAN 
IN THE WORLD”: Proops 
performs an evening of 
comedy based on his tal-
ent and passions. $15. 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, WASABASSCO’S 
SUPER HEROES VS. VIL-
LAINS: A night of spectac-
ular striptease as the ladies 
and gents of Wasabassco 
create their own super 
hero and villain identities. 
$25 ($15 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, BYWAYS: The collab-
orative quartet fuses pop, 
jazz and world music. $10. 
8 pm. KD’s Bar and Lounge 
[405 Rogers Ave. at Ster-
ling Street in Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens, (718) 
926–0091], www.facebook.
com/kdsbklyn. 

SAT, MAY 27
DANCE, DANCEAFRICA 

FESTIVAL: 2 pm and 7 pm. 
See Friday, May 26.  

ART, “THE RITES OF 
SPRING” PIER ART 
SHOW: The Brooklyn 
Waterfront Arts Coalition 
presents its spring show, 
featuring the work of al-
most 300 artists. Free. 1–6 
pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [481 Van 
Brunt St., Door Seven, near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

COMEDY, LITERATI: Come-
dians in character perform 
hilarious readings, mak-
ing for a sophisticated, 
satirical show. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

SUN, MAY 28
DANCE, DANCEAFRICA 

FESTIVAL: 3 pm. See Fri-
day, May 26. 

MUSIC, CONCERTS ON 
THE SLOPE: The Flower-
ing Viola quintet performs 
classical tunes. $20 sug-
gested donation. 3 pm. St. 
John’s Episcopal Church 
[139 St. John’s Pl. between 

Sixth and Seventh avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 783–
3928], www.saintjohns-
brooklyn.com. 

ART, “THE RITES OF 
SPRING” PIER ART 
SHOW: 1–6 pm. See Satur-
day, May 27. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The crooner celebrates 
President Kennedy’s 100 
birthday with songs from 
the Camelot years. Free. 
3–6 pm. Gulf Coast [6901 
Third Ave. at 69th Street in 
Bay Ridge, (347) 662–
6644]. 

COMEDY, DARK SPOTS: 
Some of the city’s best 
comedians perform their 
darkest, saddest, and most 
traumatic — but still funny 
— material. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 8:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MON, MAY 29
MUSIC, “AND ALL THE DAYS 

WERE PURPLE”: Singer 
Eliza Bagg premieres 
a new song cycle from 
composer Alex Weiser. 
$15-$25. 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 
ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, MAY 30
THEATER, “LAUNDRY CITY”: 

This show about school 
integration was conceived, 
written and performed 
by local high school stu-
dents. Free. 6:30 pm. St. 
Ann & the Holy Trinity 
Church [157 Montague St. 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
875–6960], www.stannho-
lytrinity.org. 

TALK, “THE SAD STATE OF 
VOTING”: Experts discuss 

attacks on the right to vote 
in New York and across 
the country. Free. 6:30 pm. 
First Unitarian Congre-
gational Society (119-121 
Pierrepont St. between 
Clinton Street and Monroe 
Place in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.facebook.com/
groups/BKvotersalliance. 

COMEDY, “A GOOD TRIP 
WITH SHANE MAUSS”: 
Comedian Shane Mauss 
explores the intersection 
of comedy, science, and 
psychedelics. $15. 8 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

WED, MAY 31
BROOKLYN UNCORKED: 

Edible Brooklyn hosts a 
festival of New York state 
wines and bites from local 
restaurants. $75. 6 pm. 
Industry City (220 36th St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park), 
www.ediblebrooklyn.com. 

TALK, DRUNK SCIENCE: Co-
medians Joanna Rothkopf, 
Shannon Odell, and Jordan 
Mendoza host a drunken 
competition pitting come-
dians against each other to 
present the best scientifi c 
dissertation to a panel of 
real scientists. The topic? 
Tuberculosis. $8 ($5 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THURS, JUNE 1
MUSIC, “BELL 8”: A medita-

tive, immersive installation 
uses music and visuals to 
inspire the sense of ex-
pansion and bliss one has 
afl oat. Suggested dona-
tion. 4–8 pm. Waterfront 
Museum Barge [290 Con-
over St. near Reed Street 
in Red Hook, (718) 624–
4719], www.waterfrontmu-
seum.org.  

He will inherit the Earth: Rapper Meek Mill will join the 
Soulfrito Urban Latin Music Fest at Barclays Center on June 9. 
 Associated Press / Scott Roth

Eye on the prize: The seventh annual Art of Brooklyn Film 
Festival kicks off on June 3 in Sunset Park with “Best of the 
Fest,” a free screening of short films from previous years, 
including “Cap’n Flapjack and the Curse of the Sticky Anchor,” 
the bloody tale of a pirate who also delivers pancakes.
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By Caroline Spivack

He’s got a show that’s out of this 
world. 

A hapless Parisian janitor 
will bring his surreal comic adventures 
to Greenpoint next month, in a live 
staging of the bizarre podcast “The 
Orbiting Human Circus.” The show, 
playing at the Brooklyn Bazaar on 
June 4, will whisk the audience into 
an ethereal realm that leaves mundane 
troubles behind, said its creator. 

“It’s always been very special to 
me to create these worlds for people 
to get completely lost in,” said Julian 
Koster, who writes, stars in, and plays 
music for the show. “I think this is sort 
of like a secret hideaway for me and 
gives people another place to escape 
and have an adventure.”

The podcast uses a sound collage of 
narration, dialogue, songs, and ambi-
ent noise to tell the story of Julian, the 
quirky custodian of the Eiffel Tower. 
Julian, infatuated with a popular radio 
show that broadcasts from the top of 
the French landmark, stumbles into 
an escalating series of backstage she-
nanigans, all narrated by an imaginary, 
argumentative carnival barker. 

The show exists outside of time, in a 
world that simultaneously suggests the 
1930s and the present. To evoke that 
feeling, Koster’s band the Music Tapes 
records otherworldly music using vin-
tage and modern techniques, includ-
ing 1930s-era wire recording, a tape 
machine from the ’60s, and computer 
programs for a sound all its own. 

“It kind of feels like it’s coming out 
of the past and the future at the same 
time,” said Koster.

The result is a music-theater-radio 
mash-up that is perfect for a podcast 
audience, which has an appetite for the 
unexpected, said Koster.

The Greenpoint performance will 
adapt the show to feature the jani-
tor sweeping the after-hours Brooklyn 
Bazaar. Viewers will be thrown into 
the character’s imaginary world, in an 
evening that translates the podcast and 
its previously audio-only elements into 

physical form. 
“I’m all about creating the archi-

tecture of a special night,” said Koster. 
“With the live shows we wanted to cre-
ate a moment in time — and you don’t 
have to listen to the podcast to go — I 
want people to have a really special and 
unusual time.”

“The Orbiting Human Circus” 
at Brooklyn Bazaar (150 Greenpoint 
Ave. between Manhattan Avenue and 
Franklin Street in Greenpoint, www.
bkbazaar.com). June 4 at 9 pm. $20 
($18 in advance).

By Caroline Spivack

Bay Ridge is gearing up to stay 
put! 

Memorial Day week-
end is here, and we suggest spend-
ing your extra-long break from work 
on a leisurely staycation right here in 
Brooklyn’s best neighborhood.

Kick off your weekend with a relax-
ing stroll along Fifth Avenue for the 
Storefront Art Walk (Fifth Avenue 
between 68th and 83rd streets), fea-
turing the work of 15 painters, pho-
tographers, craftsmen, and others art-
ists, who have spruced up the window 
fronts of stores along the commercial 
corridor. Among the installations you 
will find comic book-inspired sketch-
es, razor wire sculptures, and whimsi-
cal window murals. 

After you’ve sated your appetite 
for culture, tour a few new-to-the-nabe 
joints and satisfy your hunger for good 
grub. Third Avenue has a collection 
of new spots that offer something for 
everyone in your crew. 

Stroll over the Georgian Dream 
Cafe (8309 Third Ave. between 83rd 
and 84th streets) for a cozy space 
with Eastern European comfort food 
including khinkali, known as Georgian 
dumplings, and a bubbling cheese bread 
topped with runny egg called acharuli 

khachapuri that is perfect for sharing. 
Or sink your teeth into some souvlaki at 
the Blue Door Souvlakia (8413 Third 
Ave. between 85th and 84th), which 
has an atmosphere that will make you 
think you’re kicking back on the Greek 
island of Santorini. Then satisfy your 
post-meal sweet tooth with a smoothie 
or fruit bowl at the funky health food 
joint Baya Bowls (9417 Third Ave. 
between 94th and 95th), which serves  
cleverly named treats like the “Acai-
U-Later” smoothie, the “Bella Nutella” 
shake, and — our personal favorite — 
the “Kale Mary.”

Finally, cap your weekend with a 
cruise on one of the city’s new ferries 
for a nautical view of your favorite 
nabe. Venture just north of Bay Ridge 
to Sunset Park’s Brooklyn Army 
Terminal (80 58th St. at First Avenue), 
where a mere $2.75 will score you 
a 45-minute spin to the Rockaways, 
complete with a cruise parallel to the 
Ridge and up close and personal view 
of the Verrazano–Narrows Bridge.

By Alexandra Simon

It’s the club people are 
dying to get into.

Brooklyn’s largest 
graveyard will welcome 
a select group of visitors 
through its southernmost 
gate for the first in a series 
of late-night performances 
this weekend. Members of 
“The Secret Mausoleum 
Club,” starting May 27 at 
Green-Wood Cemetery, will 
sip drinks, listen to music, 
and step inside some classic 
crypts while hearing sto-
ries about those buried on 
the grounds. The new, bi-
monthly performance series 
is designed to introduce 
more people to the burial 
place’s illustrious past, said 
the cemetery’s program-
ming manager.

“Secret mausoleum clubs 
have been around for a long 
time and only a select num-
ber of members could come 
into the cemetery to discover 
mausoleums because they’ve 
not been open to public,” 
said Harry Weil. “We are 
opening this to a larger audi-
ence because this type of 
experience is a great way to 
discover history. It’s also a 
way for history to come alive 
and learn more about the 
people buried there.”

The first session will 
open two of Green-Wood’s 
mausoleums for a celebra-
tion of figures in amuse-
ment park history, featuring 
musical performances and 
dances, along with some 
stories 

“There won’t be re-enact-
ments but there will be a 
retelling of stories,” he said. 
“The history is important to 
this, and recounting the his-
tory of those buried.” 

The night will also fea-

ture an open bar provided 
by the Sea Witch Tavern in 
Greenwood Heights, which 
will also host an after-party 
for members.

Because of the warm 
forecast for this weekend’s 
show, all performances will 
happen outdoors.

Visitors are encouraged 
to dress in cocktail and vin-
tage summer looks, but this 
is not a Halloween event, 
said Weil. 

“We try to distance from 
that because it’s important 
that we never do ghost 
theme tours — we are still 
a working cemetery, and 
we respect the space of the 
buried and try not to make 
fun of it,” he said. “Things 
like Halloween play into the 
stereotypes.” 

Weil says that those who 
enjoy an evening of dance 
and music in the boneyard 
may walk away with a dif-
ferent perspective on the 
space.

“I think when people 
leave they won’t have the 
same stereotypes about 
cemeteries being dark and 
creepy,” said Weil.

The cemetery will wel-
come guests back for more 
Secret Mausoleum Club 
events in July, September, 
and November. And another 
series of lower-key, literally 
underground music events 
called “Concerts in the 
Catacombs” will begin on 
June 15 and continue every 
month in the summer.

The Secret Mausoleum 
Club at Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fort Hamilton Park-
way and Micieli Place in 
Kensington, (718) 768–7300, 
www.green-wood.com]. May 
27 at 9 pm. $100 ($350 for all 
four events).

Time to relax in the Ridge

OFF THE AIR

Hopeless dreamer: Julian Koster plays a hapless janitor who sometimes meets strange 
musical animals in the surreal podcast “The Orbiting Human Circus,” which will have a 
live show in Greenpoint on June 4. Maria Baranova

Underground music: Green-Wood Cemetery and Atlas Obscura have 
teamed up for two new sets of events this summer — “Concerts in 
the Catacombs” (pictured), and the historical party series “The Secret 
Mausoleum Club,” starting on May 27.  Steve Acres

Dead beats
Music and history series 
is rising in Green-Wood

‘Orbiting Circus’ podcast lands on stage
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holders in advance to brief 
them on the variety of bour-
bons, ryes, and Scotch and 
Irish whiskeys available. Each 
visitor will also get an identi-
fication bracelet, which they 
can scan to later get more info 
about spirits they enjoy. 

Distillers and bartenders 
will set up throughout the 
cruise terminal, providing a 
roomy experience that lets 
people stay to chat with the 
whiskey makers, according 
to Murphy. 

“They’re not crammed in, 
there’s room to breathe and 
more time and space for the 
whiskey companies to talk to 

you about it,” he said. 
The event will also fea-

ture an hour-long perfor-
mance from Dan Auerbach, 
the singer for the Black Keys, 
playing tunes from his new 
southern-tinged solo album 
“Waiting on a Song” — an 
event that fits right into the 
storied relationship between 
whiskey and song, said 
Murphy. 

“Music and whiskey have 
this rich heritage together,” he 
said. “You have Janis Joplin 
with Southern Comfort, and I 
think we’re all kind of famil-
iar with whiskey and country 
music.” 

And visitors who need a 
breather between whiskey 
shots can stop for a haircut 
from the Blind Barber — a 

Williamsburg bar that also 
trims both men and women’s 
locks, watch a cooper make 
a whiskey-aging barrel, 
chat with educational outfit 
Women and Whiskies, and 
puff stogies at a cigar bar.

Murphy hopes that those 
come to the inaugural Whisky 
X event will walk away with a 
better appreciation and under-
standing of the spirit.

“We just wanted it to be 
an interesting night to com-
plement the innovation and 
craftsmanship that goes on 
with whiskey,” said Murphy. 

Whisky X at Brooklyn 
Cruise Terminal (72 Bowne 
St. at Commerce Street in 
Red Hook, www.thewhiskyx.
com). June 8, 6–10 pm. $50 
($75 VIP).

SUMMER MENU
OUT NOW

Booking Holiday Parties Now

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

 
 

Sunday hours are 2-8 Closed Monday 

Music by Jerome Kern
Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II

Music Director Sean Pallatroni
Assistant Music Director Jose Mendez

FRIDAY, JUNE 2 @ 8:00 PM
SATURDAY, JUNE 3 @ 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM

SUNDAY, JUNE 4 @ 2:00 PM
AT ST. PATRICK’S SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

ENTER ON 97TH ST. & 4TH AVE., BAY RIDGE BROOKLYN

TICKET PRICES
$25 Adults | $20 Seniors
$20 Students Under 21

FOR TICKETS EMAIL
NCT@NCTheaterNY.com

CALL THE NCT HOTLINE
718-482-3173

ORDER ONLINE
www.NCTheaterny.com

hang alongside a photo time-
line of the rise, decline and 
rejuvenation of the Childs 
building.

The terra cotta pieces 
include vivid beach scenes, 
an intricate tangle of sea crea-
tures, and a vibrant portrait of 
the restaurant’s facade. But 
the show’s main draw is a 
striking ceramic medallion of 

King Neptune himself rising 
from the sea, holding a trident 
dripping with seaweed.

“King Neptune is the 
symbol of Coney Island. He’s 
kind of the guardian of the 
Boardwalk watching over us,” 
said Denson. “It’s an iconic 
image and he’s sort of the 
centerpiece of the show.”

The size of the hulking 
works will surprise visitors, 
said Denson.

“When they’re up on the 
building you can’t see the 

scale, but when you’re up 
close you see how massive 
they are,” he said. “So you can 
really get a good look.” 

“Neptune Revisited: Terra 
Cotta Relics from the Childs 
Building, Last of Coney 
Island’s Boardwalk Palaces,” 
at Coney Island History 
Project (3059 W. 12th Street, 
between Bowery Street and 
the Boardwalk in Coney 
Island, www.coneyislandhis-
tory.org). Open Sat–Sun, and 
holidays 1–7 pm. Free.

Continued from page 34 

CLAY

Continued from page 34 

WHISKY

“POWERFUL, HUMOROUS, AND HIGHLY CONTEMPORARY.”
��������	
�����


GRIPPING ENTERTAINMENT!
Playwright Jason Odell Williams
is a postmodern Clifford Odets.

SIMPLY SUPERB.
��������	��������

“

”

Top Ten 2016
L.A. Theatre Productions

New World Stages, 340 W 50th St (btwn 8th & 9th Aves.
Telecharge.com  212-239-6200  -  ChurchAndStateThePlay.com
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Clippers wrap up season with turnaround
BY MATTHEW JOHN

They turned it around, and 
took off.

Not too long ago, the Xaver-
ian High School baseball 
team was struggling, manag-
ing only an under-.500 record 
with just a few weeks left in 
the season. The team knew 
something had to change — 
quickly.

Fast forward to May 17. 
Xaverian wrapped up the reg-
ular season with a 12–5 victory 
over St. Edmund, and clinched 
the Brooklyn-Queens title as 
well, capping a turnaround 
that has the squad practically 
bursting with confi dence.

“We started off slow, and 
we just kept telling them [that] 
it’s not how you start,” said 
Xaverian coach Frank Del 
George. “It’s how you fi nish, 
and we fi nished on top. They 
did a great job. They pulled 
themselves together. We won 
11 out of the last 13 games, and 
that put us right where we 
wanted to be.”

Xaverian led St. Edmund 

by just one run after the fi rst 
two innings, but the Clip-
pers’ bats erupted in the third. 
Junior center fi elder Jared 
Lerner and senior fi rst base-
man Xavier Vargas each hit 
triples, sparking a fi ve-run 
rally that padded the squad’s 
lead. The Eagles refused to 
fold, however, scoring two 
runs in the bottom of the third 
to cut the defi cit to four.

That was as close as St. 
Edmund would get. Xaverian 
scored six more runs in the 
last four innings, while St. Ed-
mund was only able to plate 
three more. The loss elimi-
nated St. Edmund from play-
off contention.

Lerner, Vargas, and ju-
nior right fi elder Thomas Pa-
padoulos combined to knock 
out seven hits, score a total of 
eight runs, and drive in an-
other fi ve. 

“I started off a lot of ral-
lies when I got on base,” said 
Lerner, who had two hits and 
three runs scored. “[Papadou-X MARKS THE SPOT: Xaverian’s Xavier Vargas helped spark a dominant offensive showing as the Clippers 

cruised to a victory over St. Edmund on May 17.  File photo by William Thomas

BY LAURA AMATO
Across the pond, his game got 
even better.

St. Francis College grad 
Chris Hooper took the inter-
national game by storm last 
season, competing for the 
Reading Rockets of the Eng-
lish Basketball League. He 
was several thousand miles 
away from home, but the for-
mer Terriers standout hardly 
missed a step. After all, it was 
still basketball, and he’s al-
ways been pretty good at that. 

“I was prepared for it and 
I had the whole offseason af-
ter I fi nished at St. Francis 
last year,” Hooper said. “Then 
I had three months before I 
even went out to England, so 
I was pretty much ready when 

I got there. I wasn’t really sur-
prised by anything.”

Hooper hit his stride in the 
very fi rst game — notching a 
team-best 22 points in the sea-
son opener — but he didn’t fi nd 
his true on-court rhythm un-
til just before Christmas. The 
squad was riding a six-game 
win streak, and suddenly 
Hooper’s offense exploded. 
After he scored 33 points in a 
game just before the holiday 
break, he knew his role on the 
team had changed.

“My coach had a talk with 
me before I left and he told 
me the guy that was playing 
behind me had been let go,” 
he said. “So I went from 25, 
30 minutes to 40 minutes real 
quick. So before I left, he just 

told me that there was going to 
be a lot of weight on my shoul-
ders and they wanted me to 
pick it up even more.”

The 6-foot-6, 240-pounder 
didn’t have to change much 
of his game before turning 
pro, but he did alter his mind-
set a bit when he picked up 
the extra minutes. The game 
was still fun for him, but now 
there was a business mindset 
that Hooper knew he needed 
to adopt if he wanted to stay 
on the roster.

“That’s when it became 
even more of a dedication 
thing,” he said. “You’ve al-
ways got to go hard because 
otherwise you’re going to get 
cut or waived.”

DOWN-LOW DETERMINATION: Former St. Francis standout Chris Hooper 
excelled on the English hoops circuit this year, regularly leading his team 
in scoring.  St. Francis College

Continued on page 41

Continued on page 41

Former St. Francis star 
makes impact in England

• ‘I was speechless and I 
was happy because I’m 
leaving a legacy.’

• ‘We came out here 
ready to win.’

— Naomi Brown on becoming the first Division I 
female athlete to come out of her school

— Blue Devils senior center fielder 
Morgan O’Mara on her team’s mindset 

before its semifinal victory
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BY LAURA AMATO
She’s sprinting towards his-
tory.

Brooklyn Law and Tech 
senior Naomi Brown commit-
ted to Morgan State Univer-
sity last week, cementing her 
name in the Jets’ athletic his-
tory books as she became the 
fi rst female from the Bedford-
Stuyvesant school to become 
a Division I collegiate athlete.

But even now, the track 
and fi eld standout is still 
somewhat stunned by her 
achievement.

“That’s a huge accom-
plishment for me,” Brown 
said. “I was speechless and I 
was happy because I’m leav-
ing a legacy. That’s what my 
parents always told me to do 
— be different, be special, be 
unique. So having that op-
portunity, it really is a great, 
great blessing.”

Brown’s historic choice 
wasn’t entirely a simple one. 
She wavered between Morgan 

State and Virginia Union for 
several weeks — taking offi -
cial visits to both schools — 
before deciding to sign with 
the Bears two weeks ago.

“I was sitting by myself in 
the kitchen and I was looking 
at Virginia Union and Mor-
gan State, just trying to de-
cide which one would appeal 
to me the most,” Brown said. 
“When it came down to the 
pros and cons of each school, 
Morgan State was there. So it 
wasn’t actually a hard deci-
sion to make.”

As soon as she stepped 
onto the Morgan State cam-
pus in Baltimore, she felt im-
mediately at home, fi nding fa-
miliarity with the school and, 
most importantly, with the 
track and fi eld team.

“Every time you walked 
across the campus, there 

Jets track star makes history

HISTORIC: Brooklyn Law and Tech 
senior Naomi Brown became the 
fi rst Division I female athlete to 
come out of the school, commit-
ting to Morgan State University 
last week.  Naomi Brown

Continued on page 41

BY MATTHEW JOHN
The outcome was never re-
ally in doubt.

The Poly Prep softball 
team cruised to a 7–1 vic-
tory over Horace Mann 
in the Ivy League semifi-
nals on May 23, securing 
yet another championship 
berth for the squad.

“Overall, our team 
performance was really 
great,” said Blue Devils 
senior centerfielder Mor-
gan O’Mara. “We came out 
here ready to win. This 
whole season we’ve been 
really working towards 
a championship so we 
couldn’t be more excited 
to be there now.”

Poly Prep jumped out 
to a 3–0 lead in the bottom 
of the second inning. They 
padded their lead with one 
more in the fourth, but 
Horace Mann managed to 
get on the board in the top 
of the fifth inning, mak-
ing it a three-run game. 
That was, however, all 
the Lions would be able to 
muster.

The Blue Devils added 
another run in the bot-
tom of the frame and then 
two more in the next to 
effectively wrap up the 
game and steal away any 
momentum from Horace 
Mann.

The game was all about 
senior Ava O’Mara. She 
was both the starting 
pitcher and the lead-off 

hitter for Poly Prep and 
she was nothing short of 
dominant in both roles.

O’Mara silenced the Li-
ons’ batters with a com-
plete game, allowing only 
three hits and just one 
run, striking out four, 
and walking only two. She 
says she expects nothing 
less of herself whenever 
she takes the mound.

“My job is just to fo-
cus on the batter, pitch my 
game, hit my corners, hit 
my spots,” O’Mara said. 
“Horace Mann is a good 
hitting team. They’ve 
hit before when we faced 
them two other times so 
it’s really about working 
ahead in the count, and 
those first pitch strikes 
are important.”

O’Mara also hit her 
stride at the plate. In four 
at-bats, she stroked two 
hits, stole three bases, 
scored three runs, and 
was able to get on base in 
every single at-bat. Offen-
sively, she wasn’t alone, 
getting support from first 
baseman Nova Stoller, 
catcher Jane Malafronte, 
third baseman Chase Be-
har, and twin sister Mor-
gan as Poly came out 
swinging from the begin-
ning.

Despite her team’s 
strong performance 
against Horace Mann, 
head coach Mildred Pis-

Poly softball 
rolls to another 
championship 

BY LAURA AMATO
He just kept throwing.

Poly Prep junior pitcher 
Ethan Ehrenberg didn’t 
worry about how tired he 
was, or if anyone got on base, 
he simply kept throwing, 
and lifted the Blue Devils to 
a 3–0 victory over Riverdale 
in the Ivy League semis on 
Tuesday. He tossed a com-
plete game, striking out four, 
walking three and giving up 
just three hits.

“It felt great,” Ehrenberg 
said. “The important thing 
was just to get to the champi-
onship game for our seniors. 
They all want it and we want 
it for them. We’re just really 
happy to come out here and 
get this win.”

Ehrenberg was domi-
nant on the mound, but he 
almost didn’t get the chance 
to pitch. Poly was originally 
slated to play on Monday, 
and planned to pitch senior 
ace Oliver McCarthy, but 
a rainout that day led to a 
change of plans. Suddenly, 
the Blue Devils were forced 
to start Ehrenberg, but Poly 
Prep coach Matt Roventini 
insisted the team’s mindset 
stayed the same.

“We knew with Ethan 
on the mound, we’d still be 
exceptionally confident,” 
Roventini said. “It didn’t 

concern us that we didn’t 
have Oli to start. We had 
Ethan and he’s done exactly 
what he’s done all year, 
which is pound the strike 
zone and give us a chance. 
You can tell he wasn’t fazed 
by the moment at all.”

Ehrenberg kept Riverdale 
on its heels for most of the 
postseason tilt, but got into 
a jam in the top of the fifth, 
putting two runners on with 
no outs. He didn’t panic, 
though, just kept throwing 

Poly Prep junior lifts 
Blue Devils to semi win

Continued on page 41

Continued on page 41

HITTING HIS MARK: Poly pitcher Ethan Ehrenberg wasn’t originally slat-
ed to get the start on May 23, but the junior standout tossed a complete-
game shutout, focusing on throwing fi rst-pitch strikes. Sean Murphy

BACK AGAIN: The Poly Prep softball team notched yet another 
championship berth on May 23, defeating Horace Mann in the Ivy 
League semifi nals. Sean Murphy
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los] and I are the fastest two 
on the team, so getting on 
base and stealing bases is the 
way we have to win games.”

Xaverian’s offense stole 
the show, but the Clippers 
pitching did its job down the 
stretch as well. Senior starter 
Pedro Fortoso, and reliev-
ers Joseph D’Amato, Shamus 
Connolly and Derek Luge-
wicz — all juniors — gave up 
eight hits, but only fi ve runs, 
and kept the Eagles hitters at 
bay.

Xaverian won in convinc-
ing fashion, but their coach 

said there was still room for 
improvement.

“I thought we hit the ball 
pretty well today, but our 
defense was a little shoddy,” 
Del George said. “Our pitch-
ing was so-so — could be a lot 
better — but our offense was 
the key to the game.”

Despite whatever issues 
they had earlier on in this 
season or during this game, 
the Xaverian squad feels 
good about its chances head-
ing into the playoffs.

“We started off really 
slow, like 2-3, but then we 
won 11 of 13, so if we get hot at 
the right time then hopefully 
we’ll bring it to the playoffs,” 
Papadoulos said.

TURN OF THE TIDE: Xaverian’s Thomas Papadopoulus, left, and Jared 
Lerner helped the Clippers turn the year around, wrapping up the 
regular season on May 17 with a lopsided victory over St. Edmund. 
 Community News Group / Matthew John

Continued from page 39 

XAVERIAN

Hooper’s new mindset 
served him well down the 
stretch with Reading as the 
team continued to put him 
front and center on offense 
and defense. He spent his 
Christmas break working on 
conditioning, determined to 
be prepared for 40 minutes on 
the court, and the challenges 
his coaches set for him. 

“I know I can get 15 and 10, 
but can I get 20 and 15?” Hooper 
said. “Things like that. Before 
every game [the coach would] 
tell me that they’d choose 
me over any of the other bigs 
in the league any day, now 
prove [him] right. So once he 
says that, I’m just ready to do 
that.”

Hooper is the fi rst to point 
that he wasn’t totally pleased 
with how the season ended — 
Reading came up short in the 
playoffs — but he’s happy with 
a performance that won him 
the Eurobasket.com All-Brit-

ish NBL Division One League 
Player of the Year honor. Now, 
Hooper is just looking to get 
better.

“I’m just looking to work 
out and progress my jump 
shot,” he said. “I’m just trying 
to expand my skills.”

Continued from page 39 

HOOPER

CONFIDENT ON THE COURT: St. Francis grad Chris Hooper credited his 
experience with the Terriers for preparing him before he began his pro 
career in England this year. St. Francis College

would just be people there 
waving at you. They don’t 
even know you and they’re 
waving at you,” Brown said. 
“The coaching staff was great, 
they’re a sweet group of peo-
ple. It was a really, really good 
feel that I got from the school 
and the whole program.”

Brown always knew she 
wanted to run in college, and 
she relishes the opportunity 
to compete at the Division I 
level. She does a bit of every-
thing at Law and Tech — run-
ning in nearly every sprint 

event and on several relay 
teams as well — and she in-
tends to do the same at Mor-
gan State.

“I set a goal to get a schol-
arship to college when I was 
in sixth grade,” Brown said. 
“I wanted me to make my par-
ents proud and track is some-
thing that kept me from being 
a bad child or falling off the 
path.”

Track and fi eld has defi ned 
Brown’s life, and kept her in 
her lane from the very fi rst 
time she laced up her sneak-
ers. There were moments, she 
concedes, when she consid-
ered walking — or even run-
ning — away, she knows now 

it’s all been worth it.
“It helped me grow up,” 

she says of track. “It forced 
me to set goals for myself at 
a young age and continue on 
with those goals, no matter 
what else I was going through. 
There was negativity and 
people telling me I wasn’t go-
ing to make it. I used that as 
a building point for myself to 
get what I wanted.”

Now, Brown is grateful 
she persevered, and ready to 
chase her new opportunity.

“I’m so excited,” she says. 
“It gives me a chance to ex-
perience a new state outside 
of New York and new chal-
lenges. I can’t wait.”

Continued from page 40 
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strikes until a 1-6-3 double 
play got the Blue Devils out 
of the inning.

“[Bryan Padilla is] a great 
shortstop, so I knew all I had 
to do was get it, just throw it 
over the bag and he’d make 
the play,” Ehrenberg said. 
“That was a huge moment 
for us.”

The play was enough to 
take some of the wind out of 
Riverdale’s sails, and jump-
start a late Poly rally at the 
plate. The Blue Devils pad-
ded their lead in the bot-
tom of the frame, adding two 
runs, and effectively seizing 
the game’s momentum.

“I think that moment 
changed the dynamic of the 
game,” Roventini said. “All 
the sudden a little more en-
ergy, a little more pep in our 
step and our bats come alive. 
Once we got the three [runs], 
we felt pretty comfortable.”
Poly got production from its 
entire lineup, but the bottom 
of order grabbed a bit more of 
the spotlight,  with the sev-
enth, eighth and ninth hit-
ters scoring all three runs.

“The majority of the 
pitches were early fastballs 
and I think that’s what led 
to the success,” said senior 
second baseman Nic Mulitz, 
who went 2-for-3 and stole 
three bases. “They weren’t 
going to blow by us, so we 
knew that swinging early, 

getting up on that fastball 
early in the count was vital 
to us getting on base.”

Seven out of nine Poly hit-
ters reached base in the vic-
tory and the Blue Devils out-
hit Riverdale eight to three. 
It’s another solid showing for 
a squad that now is looking 
to clinch yet another state 
championship. Winning is a 
tradition at Poly, but the Blue 
Devils aren’t getting too far 
ahead of themselves. Much 
like Ehrenberg, they’re just 
going to go out there and do 
their jobs. 

“We’re used to being in 
this spot,” Mulitz said. “We 
know we need to come out 
on top and that’s what we’ve 
been doing recently. It’s not 
that different for us.”

Continued from page 40 

BASEBALL

copo hopes the team can 
do better when they face 
off against Fieldston in the 
state championship game.

“We didn’t swing the 
bats as well as I know that 
we can so I’m hoping we 
that we can pick it up for to-
morrow,” Piscopo said. “We 
just have to relax when we 
get up to bat and just try to 
have some fun and not try 
to press and do too much.”

The title tilt will mark 
the third championship 

match-up between Field-
ston and Poly Prep, so Ava 
O’Mara suspects that relax-
ation might be a little tough 
for some of these Blue Dev-
ils. Still, she says, the team 
has high hopes, and after 
taking down Fieldston last 
year, Poly is hoping for a 
repeat performance this 
spring.

“There’s a lot of nerves 
and you gotta find a way to 
cope with those nerves and 
play our game,” Ava said. 
“Every coach in the league 
has said we’re the better 
team so it’s just about play-
ing like it.”

Continued from page 40 

SOFTBALL
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    †/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax,    title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable 
upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total 
Payments/purchase option: $6,696/$26,830 (Lincoln MKZ),    $7,896/$27,645 (Lincoln MKX),    $10,044/$25,285 (Lincoln 
MKC). Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,   500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Deal-
er not responsible for typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391,    DMV#6240988.
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KATIE LUSSO
Seeks out and profi les Brooklynites making a difference
BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA 

Katie Lusso’s profession is re-
porting about Brooklynites 
who make a difference in their 

communities — this time, she’s the 
one recognized for doing so. 

Lusso is the morning reporter 
on News 12 Brooklyn, and presents 
the “Bravo! Brooklyn!” feature seg-
ments that profile outstanding in-
dividuals, many of whom are nomi-
nated by viewers.

Those feel-good reports give 
voice to those who might not ordi-
narily have their tales told, and fo-
cus on positive events in the bor-
ough, offering some refreshment in 
a world where negative news domi-
nates. 

“I believe that everyone has a 
story, and I enjoy having the oppor-
tunity to share their stories,” Lusso 
says. Some of those include the sto-
ries of Lt. Michael Almonte of the 
Brooklyn North command, who 
plays basketball with local kids in 
an effort to steer them on the right 
path; “Ice Cream Girl” Maria Cam-
panella of Bensonhurst, who bright-
ens the neighborhood with joy and 
laughter; and Canarsie firefighter 
Jose Cordero, who keeps the com-

munity in shape with his fitness 
classes.

The “Bravo! Brooklyn!” series 
has been nominated for a New York 
Emmy, and if it wins, Lusso, 29, 
will need to find room to showcase 

yet another award. She already has 
one New York Emmy — for “Day-
time Newscast,” earned in 2015. She 
won a New York Associated Press 
Broadcasters Award for Best Spot 
News Coverage for her piece “Rabbi 
— Child Porn” that same year, and 
a Deadline Club Award for “Televi-
sion Spot Reporting” in 2016.

Lusso was born and raised on 
Long Island, and her first on-air 
position was at a CBS affiliate in 
West Virginia, but she now happily 
resides in Bay Ridge. She finds it a 
huge advantage to live in the bor-
ough about which she reports.

“I’ve always believed that the 
way to become the best journalist 
you can be, is to be a part of the com-
munity you’re responsible for cover-
ing,” she says. Lusso noted that her 
News 12 reports are “hyperlocal,” 
meaning “they can directly impact 
the people I live alongside of.”

Lusso’s passion about everything 
in which she becomes is what mo-
tivated Joe Gillette, a volunteer for 
the American Cancer Society, to 
nominate her for Women of Distinc-
tion honors. The effort she put into 
fund-raising for the Society “gave us 
the attention that brought us to the 

next level,” he said.
The fight against cancer is a 

cause especially dear to the Woman 
of Distinction, because her mother, 
Beverly, is a breast cancer survi-
vor. Paying it forward runs in the 
family, because Beverly, and Lus-
so’s dad, Charles, make it a point to 
visit nursing homes with their three 
therapy dogs, offering comfort to 
residents there.

Lusso is always on the lookout for 
a good story, and encourages Brook-
lynites to contact her at KLusso@
news12.com to nominate a person 
to be considered for “Bravo! Brook-
lyn!”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Bay Ridge.

OCCUPATION: Journalist.

COMPANY: News 12 Brooklyn.

CLAIM TO FAME: Pointing out 
Brooklyn’s positivity.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
I love sitting along the water by 
the Verrazano Bridge with my 
dog.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: Beverly 
Lusso, my mother. She has 
overcome so much, and still 
manages to stay positive, strong 
and always put family first.

MOTTO: Find something you 
love, and figure out a way to get 
paid for it.
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VIOLETTA LIVSHIZ
Starting her own business to get nutritious meals to seniors

BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA

F ounding a nonprofi t organization 
isn’t unusual; founding one at the 
relatively young age of 25 may be 

less common.
But that’s exactly what Violetta 

Livshiz did when — inspired by her 
father’s struggle with diabetes — she 
formed Nutritious Plate, Inc., a com-
pany that provides hot meals and nu-
tritional information to the elderly 
and disabled.

“It saddens me to see how many 
older adults are living with chronic 
disease,” she says. “About 80 percent 
of the elderly have at least one; three-
quarters are battling two or more. 
These statistics are shocking.”

But Livshiz fi rmly believes it is 
never too late to change, and said Nu-
tritious Plate is proud to help seniors 
make healthier choices — “one plate at 
a time.” 

Education plays a big part in con-
vincing the elderly to make smart di-
etary decisions, she says, so Nutritious 
Plate retains a team of medical profes-
sionals and dieticians to offer semi-
nars on how food impacts health. 

Of course, a chuckle a day also 
helps keep the doctor at bay. That’s 
why recipients will fi nd a cucumber in 

every food package that is distributed, 
a nod to a participant who approached 
Livshiz at the end of one such seminar, 
and said, with a smile: “It seems the 
only food safe to eat these days is a cu-
cumber.” 

She smiled, and then she smiled 
again, when he shared how motivated 

and optimistic he felt after listening to 
the seminar lecturer.

The Woman of Distinction treasures 
moments like these, as the decision to 
create a nonprofi t  had its roadblocks. 
Her family was always very support-
ive. Her husband helped fi nd the fi rst 
keynote speaker. Her mother stepped 
in to babysit the couple’s 1-year-old 
son. Yet Livshiz had her own fears to 
tackle; she had no idea how to go about 
starting a nonprofi t , or how to operate 
a business. At times it was overwhelm-
ing, but in hindsight, she realizes 
those early challenges “pushed me to 
fi ght to better the lives of our commu-
nity members.”

Three years later, her vision is 
bearing fruit. Participants who attend 
Nutritious Plate seminars get to meet 
and talk with others who share their 
trials and triumphs. In turn, such so-
cial contact helps them better man-
age their symptoms and lead healthier 
lifestyles.

“Brooklyn has a very distinct sense 
of community,” says Livshiz, who grew 
up in Sheepshead Bay. “Every day it 
surprises me how complete strangers 
try to help one another.”

Thanks to the support of generous 
sponsors, Nutritious Plate is free to 

participants. People can sign up for 
home meal deliveries, or receive a food 
package when they come to the semi-
nars. 

The company’s dietitian, Diana 
Rafailova, nominated Livshiz to be a 
Woman of Distinction, saying: “Vio-
letta is a very hard-working and kind-
hearted person which shows through 
all the work she does. I have been very 
honored to work alongside her for this 
wonderful cause.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Sheepshead 
Bay–Brighton Beach.

OCCUPATION: Founder and 
director.

COMPANY: Nutritious Plate.

CLAIM TO FAME: Creating 
a nonprofit that feeds and 
educates the elderly.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Brooklyn Heights Promenade, 
where old meets new. It is my 
ideal place to gather my thoughts 
and feel inspired.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother. 
She is the epitome of a woman 
who does it all: raising three kids, 
and an amazing partner to my 
father while having a successful 
and growing career. 

MOTTO: It is never too late to 
change your life. Also: Never 
underestimate the power of a 
smile.
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AILEEN MCKINNON
Speaks her mind about matters affecting East Flatbush
BY SHNIEKA L. JOHNSON

A ileen McKinnon has retired 
from her 36-year career as a 
rehabilitation therapist, and 

now spends her days working to 
rehabilitate her East Flatbush 
community and the lives of young 
people who live there. For the past 
eight years, she has served as a 
community advocate, partnering 
with local legislative personnel 
and the community board, which 
seek to promote development and 
encourage improvements in the 
neighborhood, as well as in greater 
Brooklyn. Those who know her say 
McKinnon is both open to advice, 
and unafraid to speak her mind 
about what’s going on in East Flat-
bush.

McKinnon immigrated to the 
United States from Guyana in 
the late 1960s, studied at Brook-
lyn College, married, raised three 
sons, and through it all has been a 
steadfast woman of faith.

“I’ve known her over 31 years 
and we’ve attended the same 
church all those years,” says 
long-time friend Elverine Smartt. 
“Even in the church, she’s very ac-
tive all around — she loves people 

and seeing things done in the right 
way.” 

McKinnon was a perfect Woman 
of Distinction candidate, her 
friend said, because “she is very 
passionate about the needs of the 
people, both young and elderly, in 
her and other communities.”

Smartt said McKinnon seems to 
devote the lion’s share of her en-
ergy to the service of young peo-
ple, particularly when it comes to 
giving them the boost they need to 
excel academically.

“Among the many things she 
does is to place herself in positions 
where she can help young people, 
encouraging them to stay focused 
on their studies at school, helping 
them obtain scholarships, going 
out to different [corporate] offices 
to find job training for youths, and 
helping college students find jobs 
to help pay off their school loans,” 
Smartt said. “Aileen’s passion is 
to see all young people gain knowl-
edge, wisdom, and understanding 
so they can obtain a good educa-
tion, achieve successful careers, 
and become an asset to their com-
munities.”

McKinnon explains that one of 
her key goals “is for people in col-
lege to find balance, scholarships, 
and internships that will put them 
in jobs in areas that they’re fo-
cused on.” 

When working with high-
schoolers, she does whatever she 
can — including helping them ob-

tain books, clothes, or other sup-
plies.

“In the future, I want to stay 
focused on seeing young people 
achieve success in their education 
so that can be successful to oth-
ers,” McKinnon said.

NEIGHBORHOOD: East 
Flatbush.

OCCUPATION: Community 
advocate.

COMPANY: Brooklyn 
Community Board 17.

CLAIM TO FAME: Helping the 
community and others.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN 
PLACE: I love Nostrand 
Junction, it is very busy and 
has a lot of stores. I also like 
Downtown Brooklyn and the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: There are 
so many women, strong women. 
I admire Congresswoman Yvette 
Clarke and her mom, former 
Councilwoman Una Clarke. They 
gave me the courage that I have 
now. I also admire New York 
City Public Advocate Letitia 
James because she encouraged 
me. The same is true for Melba 
Brown and Joyce Perry (wife of 
Assemblyman Nick Perry).

MOTTO: Put God first.
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You are the reason 

we are the men we 

are today. We know 

we give you a hard 

time sometimes, but 

we really know you 

only have our best 

interests at heart. You work a million jobs and a million hours 

so we can have a great education and life. We don’t say it 

enough but we really Love you! You are the strongest person 

we know. We only can hope that we make you as proud of us 

as we are of you! Congratulations on a well deserved award.

Anastasia D’Amato from her sons,  
Joey & Gio

to our 

mom
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KIM MOORE
This businesswoman fi nds success in a man’s world

BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA

She is a Korean woman who has 
found success in male-dominated 
fi elds.

Kim Moore came to the United 
States with her family when she was 
14 years old, a move that opened up a 
whole new world for her. It set her on 
a path that included working in the 
banking industry in Germany for 
more than a decade, and has led to her 
current position — managing more 
than 50 Cricket Wireless shops in all 
fi ve boroughs. 

“Most of my competitors are man-
aged by male counterparts,” Moore 
says of the fast-growing wireless cel-
lular industry. “It was a long process 
to earn their respect.”

Self-confi dence and a strong work 
ethic turned the tide in her favor, she 
said, adding: “I had to discipline my-
self not to be emotional in certain situ-
ations.”

Moore moved to the New York area 
just seven years ago, at the urging of 
a nephew who thought it would be a 
good place for her to establish a busi-
ness — even though she knew noth-
ing about the boroughs or the subway 
system, and had no connections in the 
wireless cellular business. 

“But within one year I established 
that 350 retailers from New York to 
Philadelphia would buy my products,” 
she says. “And 99 percent of business 
owners had never worked with a Ko-
rean female or a female in general.”

Initially, some would-be clients ex-
pressed doubts that Moore would be 
able to handle their accounts, but she 
said one thing she would soon learn 
and grow to love about New York is its 
diversity, and the opportunity for peo-
ple of all different religions and na-
tionalities to be accepted and become 
friends.

“When I look back, I think that was 
a life-changing time for me,” she says.

Day-to-day on the job, she makes it 
a point to treat each employee with re-
spect and dignity, and show that she 
cares about their well-being.

“Every person you come in con-
tact with has to feel your sincerity,” 
the Woman of Distinction says. “At 
the end of the day, your actions and in-
tegrity speak louder than your voice. 
That is the secret to standing equal.”

Moore also draws satisfaction from 
the fact that Cricket Wireless, a sub-
sidiary of AT&T, allows its clients 
to make charitable donations, and 
matches those contributions at the end 
of each year. One of the uses of that 
money is to buy canned goods for local 
charities — including churches and 
food banks — that serve the needy.

Renee Giordano, executive direc-
tor of the Sunset Park Fifth Avenue 

Business Improvement District, says: 
“From the moment I met Kim Moore, 
she has shown herself to be a role 
model for how a successful business 
woman can still be a caring person. 
She embraced our community, and 
immediately made a difference in the 
lives of our residents.”

Being honored as a Woman of Dis-
tinction is just the latest accolade for 
Moore, who received a Certifi cate of 
Recognition from Brooklyn State Sen-
ator Velmanette Montgomery at the 
Sunset Park Fifth Avenue Business 
Improvement District’s 21st annual 
meeting. She was also recognized by 
the Korean Foreign Ministry for lead-
ing the Atlanta Korea Business Wom-
en’s Association for eight years.

NEIGHBORHOOD: Sunset Park.

OCCUPATION: General manager.

COMPANY: Cricket Wireless DBA 
KNK LLC.

CLAIM TO FAME: Making it in a 
man’s world.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden, because 
of its tranquility.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother. 
From her, I learned to have 
confi dence, a strong work ethic, 
and empathy for others.

MOTTO: Keep your promise, no 
matter what.
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Congratulations to our friend

HEATHER CUCCIA
You are a true star!

With love and admiration,
Karen

EmpireEventsGroup.com | 212-625-1025 | @EmpireEventsNYC
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TONYA ORES
Strives to ensure everyone can afford housing

BY ILY GOYANES

Tonya Ores is a true blue Brook-
lynite, born the 15th of 16 chil-
dren in the former St. Mary’s 

Hospital in Crown Heights.
“Being part of a large family 

taught me the value of teamwork, in-
clusion, tenacity, and perseverance,” 
she says, noting that those lessons 
served her well as she’s made a ca-
reer — indeed, a life — of helping 
those in need.

“I lead a Brooklyn-based organi-
zation committed to providing resi-
dents with the tools and resources 
they need to maintain safe and af-
fordable housing,” Ores says of her 
work as executive director of Neigh-
borhood Housing Services of Brook-
lyn. “Safe and affordable housing is 
key for neighborhood preservation.

“I was fortunate to grow up in 
house that my parents owned and I 
knew the value of home ownership,” 
she adds. “When I was introduced 
to Neighborhood Housing Services 
over 20 years ago, it was love at fi rst 
sight. I was fortunate to fi nd my call-
ing early in life. I loved the idea of 
helping others secure affordable, 
safe, and secure housing.”

In her role as executive direc-

tor of Neighborhood Housing Ser-
vices, Ores spends her days working 
to encourage the preservation and 
growth of healthy, stable, and di-
verse neighborhoods in Brooklyn, as 
well as promoting economic empow-
erment by offering opportunities in 
home ownership, fi nancial literacy, 

job training, and business develop-
ment across the borough.

But Ores is not content just doing 
that; she also serves as a volunteer 
on several advisory boards, includ-
ing Carver Community Develop-
ment Corporation, Kings County 
Hospital, and the New York State 
Neighborhood Coalition. And as if 
that wasn’t enough, after Hurricane 
Sandy, she also became involved in 
disaster recovery work in Brook-
lyn with an emphasis on obtaining 
resources to restore storm-ravaged 
communities.

“Tonya is a great leader, and 
good listener,” said Albert Payne, 
the board director at Neighborhood 
Housing Services. “She is someone 
who cares extremely about the com-
munity in which she serves. The 
work she does she does it because 
she gets great satisfaction — not for 
pay but because of the satisfaction 
she gets from helping others.”

Ores, who lives in Bergen Beach 
with her husband Morris, son Mor-
ris Junior, and the family dog Rocky, 
calls her home borough, “the bea-
con of opportunity and diversity. I 
am proud to call Brooklyn home,” 
she says. “Brooklyn has the most 

talented, and passionate people. Its 
leadership is strong, its communi-
ties are strong, its economy is vi-
brant, and its vision is limitless.”

This Woman of Distinction gives 
a great deal of credit for her achieve-
ments to her parents, who “taught 
me early in life how to share and 
give back to those who need a helping 
hand,” and singled out her mother, 
Helen Peebles, for special praise.

“She encouraged me early in life 
and told me that I should reach for 
the stars,” she said. “She basically 
said that life is short, so live it well. 
She is my woman of distinction.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Bergen Beach.

OCCUPATION: Executive director.

COMPANY: Neighborhood 
Housing Services of Brooklyn CDC, 
Inc.

CLAIM TO FAME: Community 
organizer. Provide resources to 
stabilize communities.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
The Botanic Garden is one of my 
favorite places.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: There are 
many women I admire and inspired 
me to be more but the fi rst woman 
that come to mind is my mother: 
Helen Peebles.

MOTTO: Leadership is action, not 
a position.
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TURN YOUR POWER ON
A Natural Approach To Living

Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Healthy & Pain Free
In the care of Dr. Vincent Adamo... 

CONGRATULATIONS BROOKLYN‘S WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
All Major CC

 BACK PAIN 
 NECK PAIN 
 FOOT, KNEE, HAND, 

   SHOULDER PAIN
 HEADACHES 
 SCOLIOSIS 
 DIABETES 
 FIBROMYALGIA
 ADD/ ADHD/ AUTISTIC DISORDER 
 SPORTS INJURIES
 NUTRITION &  LIFESTYLE 

   EDUCATION 

Congratulations To
Heather Cuccia and all the 2017 Women Honorees

Brooklyn:
 9510 Third Avenue,

347.497.5152
www.wickedmonk.com

May the Road Rise up to meet you

The Wicked Monk
restaurant - bar

- an irish pub -
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FRANCES SCHWARTZ
There’s no slowing down this ‘young’ senior helping her peers

BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA

Her mother was still dancing at 
discos when she was 90 years 
old, and Frances Schwartz 

plans to do the same.
There is certainly no Brooklyn 

grass growing under her feet in this 
“Funky Town,” where there’s always 
cause for “Celebration.”

Born and raised in the Coney Is-
land-Brighton Beach area, she still 
lives there, doing whatever she can 
to enhance the lives of others. She 
belongs to the Mill Basin Civic and 
the Marine Park Civic Associations. 
She volunteers for the 61st Commu-
nity Council, and has a leadership 
role with the Shorefront Y Council 
of Aging Program.

Once a month, this Woman of 
Distinction attends meetings at 
Borough Hall to learn the latest in-
formation on topics that affect se-
niors — affordable housing, Medi-
care, food stamps, health care, 
scams they should be aware of — 
and she disseminates this news to 
her peers.

Schwartz can always be counted 
on to advocate for seniors. She likes 
to play tennis, but many of her friends 
on fi xed incomes could not afford to 

do so, as the Parks Department was 
charging $200 to use city-run courts. 
This was unacceptable to her, so she 
led a successful campaign to get the 
fees lowered. Today, seniors pay $20, 
a reasonable price that allows many 
more to enjoy the sport. 

That wasn’t the first time 

Schwartz has taken on City Hall. A 
few years ago, she tackled the De-
partment of Transportation when, 
“Neighbors came to me, and said, 
‘We have a problem.’ ’’ The cost of 
parking at the municipal parking 
lot on Brighton Second Street was 
going to increase. Galvanizing the 
community, she got them to sign pe-
titions. They made phone calls. It 
took time and effort, but eventually, 
she says, “I got the cost to stay the 
same.”

She worked for Mutual of New 
York Insurance for more than 20 
years, and now, at age 73, Schwartz 
refers to herself as “a young se-
nior.” She is there when local orga-
nizations host Halloween parties for 
kids. Likewise, she can be counted on 
to do “anything and everything” at 
community events held throughout 
the area, including National Night 
Out, where she greets seniors and 
dishes out the hot dogs and soda.

Pat Singer, founder and execu-
tive director of the Brighton Neigh-
borhood Association, nominated 
Schwartz to be a Woman of Distinc-
tion.

“Fran has been active in the 
shorefront area for 30 years,” Singer 

says. “She gives the community the 
greatest gift: her time and energy. 
She steps up every time there is a 
need.”

When she isn’t advocating or 
volunteering, Schwartz keeps busy 
at “six or seven” senior centers 
throughout the borough. She is a 
member of two Democratic Clubs — 
one in Coney Island and another on 
Kings Highway. She drives, and when 
others do not, she is there to help get 
their grocery shopping done.

If the people she helps were asked 
to name a disco tune to describe what 
Frances Schwartz means to them, 
they might mention Tavares’ “Heaven 
Must be Missing An Angel.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Brighton 
Beach.

OCCUPATION: Community 
activist and volunteer.

COMPANY: Self-motivated.

CLAIM TO FAME: Doing what 
it takes to enhance the lives of 
Brooklyn seniors.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Brighton Beach. It’s where I live, 
and where all my friends are. 

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother, 
Jessie Schwartz. She always 
inspired me to help others, and 
would be very proud of me.

MOTTO: Be good to everyone.
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Congratulates 
Marina Trofimova 

on her nomination

h

800-626-9801

1700 Coney Island Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11230

718-376-6900    718-645-9800

1707 Hylan Boulevard
Staten Island, NY  10305

718-987-5465

The staff and management 
of 

This firm is owned by a subsidiary of Service Corporation International 
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX 77019 • Tel. (713) 522-5141

   Dear Heather,

We are so very proud of you 
and your 

Outstanding Accomplishments,

both business and personal. 

Keep up your Never Ending Efforts.

You are a Fine example to all of us.

With Much Love,

 Mom, Dad, Jenifer, Jeff,

Francesca & Jonathan
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YELENA SOKOLIN
Principal turns around high school to help students excel

BY DANIELLE SULLIVAN

   Growing up in the Eastern Euro-
pean city of Gomel in Belarus, 
Yelena Sokolin never dreamed 

that she would be helping hundreds 
of teens live their best lives in far-off 
Brooklyn, New York.

Sokolin graduated  from  Gomel 
State University, and moved to the 
United States in  1989.  Soon after ar-
riving here, she learned English, and 
shortly after that, she began work-
ing at Dell, got married, and started 
a family. As she raised her children, 
Sokolin set out to change her career.

In 2001, Sokolin began working 
as a math teacher at the Elite Acad-
emy of Science and Technology high 
school in Bath Beach. In 2010 she was 
named principal of the school, a posi-
tion she holds to this day.

Since becoming principal, Soko-
lin has turned the academy around 
in many ways. Academically, she has 
raised standards and implemented 
new and innovative programs. Cul-
turally, she raised the bar to change 
the climate of the school to focus on 
achievement and engagement. Today 
the school has a 100 percent college 
acceptance rate, a record of which 
she is particularly proud.

Sokolin also readily proclaims 
that “since I became principal, I made 
sure that the school is an entirely a 
safe environment and well as com-
pletely drug-free.” She explains that 
many of her students come from diffi -
cult backgrounds and need extra help 
and encouragement to become their 

best selves.
“I have committed myself to help 

ing  the families of troubled students,” 
she says. “Our school has helped 
many turn their lives around and get 
a great education, where many other 
schools and educators have just given 
up.  ”

The Woman of Distinction and her 
colleagues don’t just teach the basics; 
they also encourage students to excel 
and pursue their dreams, and coun-
sel them to stay away from drugs and 
follow the right path.

 “Here at EAST, we’re all about 
sobriety and safety awareness. We 
believe that the fi rst and best solu-
tion towards substance abuse is pre-
vention, protecting our children be-
fore a mishap occurs. That’s why we 
continuously  hos t   our drug aware-
ness event s  on campus  along with the 
BeProud Foundation,” Sokolin said. 
Such events  are attended by commu-
nity members, parents and students   
and feature lectures by representa-
tives from the NYPD, “who deliver in-
formative and inspiring words about 
the importance of drug awareness, 
prevention, and education,” she said.

Raisa Chernina, a longtime neigh-
borhood activist, says she met Soko-

lin years ago when the teacher heard 
about neighborhood seminars that 
rallied the community to stand up 
against drugs, and wanted to bring 
those seminars into her school.

“We have the biggest [youth drug 
abuse] problem in our community. 
And people like Yelena are ready to 
walk extra miles to save at least one 
child. I dream of more people like Yel-
ena,” Chernina said. In addition to 
her rewarding career as an educator, 
Sokolin takes pride in her family and 
cherishes their support.

“I have a great family  and two 
children, and couldn’t do it without 
them,” she said. “My husband has 
been very supportive of  my  tireless 
commitment to mentor ing the  future 
generation. ”

NEIGHBORHOOD:   B ensonhurst.

OCCUPATION: Principal.

COMPANY:  Elite Academy of 
Science and Technology.

CLAIM TO FAME:  Principal of a 
drug -free high school  in Brooklyn 
with a 100 percent college 
acceptance rate.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Bay Parkway boardwalk.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother.

MOTTO OR LIFE SAYING: 
Happiness is not a destination — it 
is a way of life .
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CONGRATULATIONS 
HONOREES!

 To honor

Fran
Schwartz

Truly a “special” 
Woman of Achievement...

Elaine, Susan and Artie

Sundaes  
by the Park 

congratulates the  
honorees of the 

2017WOMEN OF  
DISTINCTION
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CATERERS

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

We recognize the 
accomplishments of the 2017 

Women of Distinction 
awardees.

Thank You

LOLA STAR
Roller disco queen helps save her beloved Coney Island
BY DANIELLE SULLIVAN

Lola Star says she fi rst “dreamt 
her fabulous T-shirt line into ex-
istence,” in 1991. It was a dream, 

she explains, “born out of the magi-
cal thumping techno bass of aban-
doned electronic music parties in 
Detroit,” the city where Star started 
selling her line of glittering tees.

That dream of creating empower-
ing clothing eventually brought Star 
to Coney Island, where in 2001 she 
opened the Lola Star Souvenir Bou-
tique on the Boardwalk.

Since then, her entrepreneurial 
efforts have “dazzled millions of vis-
itors to Coney Island with the fabu-
lous line of merchandise that we 
design, hand-make at our studio in 
Sunset Park and sell at The Lola Star 
Souvenir Boutique on the Coney Is-
land Boardwalk, the Lola Star Surf 
Shop in the Stillwell Avenue Subway 
Station in Coney Island, our brand-
new Rockaway Beach Boutique, our 
online boutique, and our new shop 
opening in Stapleton, Staten Island, 
in the spring of 2017.”

Star’s love for Coney Island 
runs deep. When developers be-
gan making serious overtures to 
remake Brooklyn’s iconic resort, 

Star formed “Save Coney Island,” a 
group dedicated to preserve its his-
toric amusement aspect. In 2008, 
Glamour Magazine and famed fash-
ion designer Tommy Hilfi ger were 
so impressed with Lola’s Save Coney 
Island achievements and bold com-
munity activism that they chose her 

as the winner of their nationwide 
“Dreaming” contest. They created 
the fi lm “Dreamland” about her life 
and the fulfi llment of her dream of 
transforming the abandoned, castle-
like Childs building on the Coney Is-
land Boardwalk into a vibrant Roller 
Rink. For two years, Lola’s Dream-
land Roller Rink fi lled the Child’s 
building with roller disco magic.

In addition to being an artist, 
designer and boutique owner, the 
Woman of Distinction is also the 
reigning Queen of Roller Disco. 
She hosts weekly Dreamland Roller 
Disco Parties in Prospect Park on 
Fridays throughout the summer. 

“I’m passionate about community. 
My love for my community inspired 
me to risk everything to save it 
when the integrity of Coney Island’s 
amusement district was threatened 
by developers,” she says.

Star stepped up her activism again 
in the wake of Hurricane Sandy, 
helping lead relief and rebuilding ef-
forts after her shop and much of the 
surrounding seaside neighborhood 
was destroyed by the killer storm.

Star also takes great pride for 
having organized the “No Condos in 
Coney” demonstration at City Hall 

in March, 2007. “That was the very 
fi rst demonstration I ever organized. 
I had no idea what I was doing but 
the day was tremendously success-
ful.”

Asked what she thinks her most 
important contribution to her Brook-
lyn neighborhood is, this Woman of 
Distinction says: “I defi nitely bring 
the fun and sparkle … but I also bring 
the soul and truth. I have a deep re-
spect for the diversity and character 
of Brooklyn. I strive to celebrate and 
amplify that unique Brooklyn char-
acter in all that I do!”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Coney Island.

OCCUPATION: Artist, designer, 
creator of magical worlds.

COMPANY: Lola Star & 
Dreamland Roller Disco. 

CLAIM TO FAME: Roller disco 
queen of Coney Island.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Coney Island. 

WOMAN I ADMIRE: Several 
other female Brooklyn business 
owners — Superfi ne, house of 
yes, Chez Oscar, etc. I’m inspired 
by other strong, smart, creative 
business women within my 
community.

MOTTO OR LIFE SAYING: Shoot 
for the moon; even if you miss, 
you’ll land among the stars.
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The Board of Directors and Staff of
NHS of Brooklyn, CDC, Inc.

Congratulate 

Tonya Ores
Executive Director

We salute Tonya for her outstanding  
leadership, dedication, and 
compassion. She truly is a  

Brooklyn Woman of Distinction!

Neighborhood Housing Services of Brooklyn, 
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that initiates, develops, and maintains 
programs designed to create affordable, 

decent, and safe housing and communities. 

Contact us for help with the following services:
 �� Homebuyer Education
 �� Mortgage Help
 �� Foreclosure Intervention & Counseling
 �� Home Repair Assistance
 �� Financial Education & Empowerment 
 �� Home Insurance & Resiliency Planning
 �� Landlord Training
 �� Tenant Support Services
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We Help Our Neighbors Buy, Repair, and Keep Their Homes

Call us. We’re here to help.  ©2017 United Healthcare Services, Inc. All rights reserved. 

938-CST14934 5/17

Thank you for seeing the world as it  
could be…and then working to make it so.
UnitedHealthcare Community Plan congratulates 

our employee Heather A. Cuccia on being one of the 

2017 Women of Distinction. 

IT’S TIME
FOR DEDICATION
FOR PERSEVERANCE
FOR COMPASSION
FOR DETERMINATION
FOR IMAGINATION

FOR A BETTER FUTURE

UHCCommunityPlan.com

CONGRATULATIONS
Heather Cuccia

MUSSELS & MORE
8001 5th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209

Heartfelt thanks 
from all of us for 
all you do in our
communtiy.
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STEPHANIE STELLACCIO
Sales executive who connected media with the community

BY JAMES HARNEY

S tephanie Stellaccio worked as a 
sales executive for Courier Life 
Newspapers, now part of Commu-

nity News Group, for 34 years and has 
recently retired. 

“Belief and passion in one’s profes-
sion is a must for success,” is the motto 
Stellaccio says served her well during 
a full career in sales and marketing for 
Courier Life.

“I started selling subscriptions for 
the Kings Courier in 1983, moved on 
to classifi eds, and went on to outside 
sales,” she says. “I grew to love the 
business. Every day was an adven-
ture. I loved going to work. I learned 
the benefi ts of print advertising and 
how important a community newspa-
per was. People read them. I really en-
joyed selling ads and providing a good 
service.”

Her sales and marketing ability en-
abled her to coordinate CNG’s Back-to-
School expos at the Kings Plaza, Green 
Acres, and Queen Center Malls. She 
delighted kids in Brooklyn by organiz-
ing and hosting the paper’s fi rst spell-
ing bee at Kings Plaza Mall. 

“That was my dream, the spelling 
bee,” Stellaccio recalls “The kids loved 
it; CNG provided prizes for the win-

ners. It was a wonderful community 
outreach experience. 

“I was part of a great group of 
Courer Life people, who continued to 
help grow a valuable media product. 
Courier Life has always been a second 
home to me and has provided a learn-
ing experience I couldn’t have gotten 

anywhere else,” she says.
But there’s more to this Woman of 

Distinction’s story.
Her personal experience with juve-

nile diabetes — and fi nding out that 
her son at age 12 would also have to 
go through life with same affl iction — 
prompted her to reach out for the New 
York chapter of the Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation. At the time, there wasn’t 
a local Brooklyn chapter of the foun-
dation, so she and others co-founded 
a chapter in the borough, which she 
helped run for fi ve years. 

“We helped put on fund-raising 
events, including the Walk for a Cure 
and the Discovery Ball,” which Stella-
cio served as co-chairwoman for sev-
eral years.

Stellaccio grew up in Bay Ridge 
with her parents, Al and Carmella Flo-
rio, and brothers Alfred and Steven. 
She says it was Al, a pattern design 
maker in the garment industry, and 
Carmella, an account manager in the 
banking fi eld, who taught her “to meet 
challenges head-on, and always stay 
positive and go forward.”

Her most recent achievement was 
coordinating and serving as chair-
woman, from 2011 to 2016, CNG’s 
Brooklyn Women of Distinction, a 

publication and gala honoring women 
in the borough who have made a dif-
ference in their community. What was 
most rewarding, Stellaccio says, was 
seeing each and every honoree given 
the praise and recognition they so de-
served. 

Not one to retire to a life of leisure, 
Stellaccio has embarked on a new ca-
reer as a real estate agent for Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage in Syos-
set, Long Island.

NEIGHBORHOOD: My heart 
belongs to Marine Park.

OCCUPATION: Retired. 
Community Newsgroup account 
executive after 34 years. Now 
real estate salesperson, Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage.

CLAIM TO FAME: Chairing CNG’s 
Brooklyn Women of Distinction 
from 2011 to 2016.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Too many to single out just one. 

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother, 
Carmella Florio, who taught me 
to meet challenges head on and 
never be afraid to make changes. 
Her message to me was to stay 
positive and go forward! 

QUOTE: “Great minds discuss 
ideas, average minds discuss 
events, small minds discuss 
people.”-Eleanor Roosevelt

Congratulations 
to Our Own Woman of D istinction 

Stephanie Stellaccio
You made us so proud for 34 years.

No one can replace your friendship, enthusiasm, laughter and dedication.

We Salute You!! 
Your friends and co-workers at Community News Group
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To my 
dear mother,

Congratulations on your nomination.
It is well deserved!

Certainly your willingness to give your time 
and effort as well as express your opinions 

as contributed to this.
Your consistent hard work paid off.

You will be thrown with many challenges, 
but I’m sure by the grace of GOD you will handle each one.

I believe that you will excel in ALL.
Everything around you is touched with LOVE.

You are about making a difference in the lives of people 
and in the communities.

I am very fortunate to have parents who are GREAT Role Models.
All your teachings about the importance of morals & ethical values 

in life have guided me during my childhood and later as well.
You have always been a living embodiment of the divine for me 

so supporting, caring and full of life in all situations.
Your decision to live a life of service has always been admirable

 and an example of giving back.
You’re the BEST Mother in the WORLD.

I am proud of you.
May God Continue To Bless You & Love You.

Your son, 

Duane McKinnon

Saluting 
Mrs. Aileen 
McKinnon,

Finding the right words to speak of Aileen, 
I will need an encyclopedia and a professor 

of English. 
Always willing to do and give 100%.

When you ask her where
she gets the energy and knowledge from, 

she says its from GOD.
Everyone has to believe.

Leslie McKinnon,
Husband

Congratulations 

My Mother,
on being honored as one of Brooklyn’s 

2017 Women of Distinction.
When you were taking classes for community 

advocate, this is what you wanted, serving 
the people in different districts.

You wanted to pursue it, and you the persistence 
needed to do so to be successful.

Mom, as witnessed fi rsthand the responsibility 
you placed on yourself, and the dedication and 

hard work, has paid off.
It is well earned!

GOD BLESS,
Your son, 

Jermaine McKinnon

Congratulations  Mom!!!
You are following in your mothers footsteps.

Hopefully, I can do the same.
Many, many more accomplishments to come.

Keep changing the world.
We all look to you admiring you and loving you 

always there for you

GOD BLESS,
Your son, 

Andre McKinnon
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MARINA TROFIMOVA
‘Proud’ volunteer helps immigrant, veteran community

BY SHNIEKA L. JOHNSON

S oon after she arrived in the 
United States almost 20 years 
ago, Marina Trofimova real-

ized what she most wanted to be: 
a volunteer. Some 14 years after 
that, she realized that to be the 
best volunteer she could be, she 
would have to “Be Proud.”

“Coming from Belarus, I was 
amazed to see how volunteers 
helped me and my family adapt to 
a new life in this country,” Tro-
fimova said. “So I decided to be 
a part of several volunteer orga-
nizations. I now realize that ‘Be 
Proud’ was the right fit and place 
for me.”

Trofimova has worked as an of-
fice manager for Nevsky Yablokoff 
Memorial Chapels in Midwood for 
the past 13 years. The management 
of Nevsky Yablokoff has supported 
the Be Proud Foundation, a South-
ern Brooklyn community service 
organization, for nearly 10 years, 
and Trofimova has been involved 
with Be Proud for the past six.

This year, during Passover, 
Trofimova was part of a team of Be 
Proud volunteers that packaged 
and distributed food baskets to 

local Holocaust survivors, World 
War II veterans, and other needy 
residents. She personally went 
“from house-to-house delivering 
these Passover bags to the people 
who [could not] come to pick them 

up. This year, we packaged more 
than 600 Passover bags.”

Be Proud has grown over years, 
participating in a number of events 
that benefit the community, in-
cluding the Passover Food Distri-
bution and Toys for Tots as well as 
programs that battle elder abuse 
and support local police precincts. 
Trofimova says her volunteeerism 
has grown, too, and adds: “I now 
realize that my responsibility is to 
help the community, and to be part 
of Be Proud.”

Trofimova’s sister, Vicky Podok-
shik, readily confirms her gener-
ous nature.

“She never thinks twice about 
going out of her way to help,” 
Podokshik said. “She is always a 
person you can talk to when you 
need to express your feelings and 
I always take her advice because 
she has always been right.”

This Woman of Distinction says 
she can devote so much time to 
Be Proud because she has the full 
support her supervisors at Nevsky 
Yablokoff Memorial Chapels.

“Sometimes people need per-
sonal attention, a shoulder to cry 
on and a heart to listen,” she says. 

“I am in a position to make a dif-
ference in people’s lives in a most 
difficult time.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Brighton 
Beach.

OCCUPATION: Office manager.

COMPANY: Nevsky Yablokoff 
Memorial Chapels.

CLAIM TO FAME: Being 
nominated with outstanding 
women of Brooklyn. It may 
inspire other people to start 
or to be a part of a volunteer 
organization.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
The boardwalk on Brighton 
Beach.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother, 
Lyubov. She is a strong woman 
who raised two daughters 
without any help and at the 
age of 54, she left Russia not 
knowing what awaited her in 
America. She was simply seeking 
a better future for her children. 
She did not speak English when 
she left Russia. She also is a 
breast cancer survivor. She is 
very involved in the upbringing 
of her grandson and she never 
complains. She is always happy.

MOTTO: Regardless of the 
situation, to act towards people 
with sympathetic, sincere 
and pure intentions with an 
expectation of nothing in return.
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THE SUNSET PARK BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT  

PROUDLY CONGRATULATES KIM MOORE, OWNER OF          

AT: 5410 5TH AVENUE AND 4702 5TH AVENUE

       

ART OF BROOKLYN 
INDIE FILM FESTIVAL  

June 3 - Sunset Park center lawn 
7:30pm

UPCOMING EVENTS

SING FOR  
HOPE PIANO  

June 6-26 - flagpole circle 
in Sunset Park

MAKE MUSIC NY  
June 21 - in front of 5th Ave 
businesses at 4502, 4702, 

4802, 5122, 5410 

SUMMER PLAZAS/
WEEKEND WALKS 

July 15 & 22 - 39th to 41st St,  
2pm to 6pm

STREET  
FESTIVAL  

Sept. 17 - 44th  
to 59th Street

You are a role model of how a successful business woman can still remain a caring person who is 
always giving back to the community. We are honored to have you as a member of our district.

Visit our website: WWW.SUNSETPARKBID.NYC  
Download our app
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DomesticDisorderac@gmail.com
Facebook.com/DomesticDisorder
Instagram: @DomesticDisorder_ac

Twitter: @DFFD_AC

On behalf of 

Domestic Disorder Auto Club Inc. ,

we would like to congratulate

on being named a Woman of Distinction.

Thank you for all you do for us and the Community!

www.domesticdisorder.org

929-344-2522

Heather Cuccia

Anthony J. Esposito, DPM, PLLC.
Board Certified American Board of Podiatric Surgery
Fellow American College of Foot & Ankle Surgeons

Surgery, Orthopedics, & Medicine of the Food & Ankle

2305 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11229
House Calls Available

NY Methodist Hospital

Congratulations. 
Heather Cuccia.

Job well done...

Congratulations Ice Cream Lady from

G & S Pork Store
ITALIAN SPECIALTIES

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Tel. 718-646-9111

Fac 347-492-3067

2611 Avenue U

Brooklyn, NY 11229

FRESH
ITALIAN SAUSAGE

MADE DAILY

OPEN
7 DAYS

BOAR’S HEAD
COLD CUTS

Congratulations to our beloved, 

Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Butler, 
and all of the other 2017 

Brooklyn Women of Distinction honorees

Joloff Restaurant
1168 Bedford Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11216
(718) 230-0523  |  www.joloffjoloff.com
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Congratualtions
Brigitte Zabbatino

Your Welcome Home Realty Famiy is so very proud of you! You Inspire Us Every Day!

 You have touched so many lives in so many ways and never expect anything in return! 
We are honored to know you, work with you, to call you a friend and to have become part of your family. 

“Carry out a random act of kindness, with no expectation of reward, 
safe in the knowlege that one day someone might do the same for you.” 

Princess Diana 

May God Bless you and your family today and always. 

Love,
 Marianne, Elizabeth, Josephine, Lana, Maria & Zadine

Welcome Home Realty Sales Corp.
2049 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234

Tel. 718-513-0432                                                                                     
Marianne Di Lauro, Broker

Members of: BBOR, BNYMLS & SIBOR--

CANDACE WOODWARD
Park Slope activist encourages community involvement

BY SHNIEKA L. JOHNSON

A sk Candace Woodward what mo-
tivated her to become such a com-
munity service dynamo in her 

Park Slope neighborhood, and she’ll 
answer in two words: A layoff.

“I had been laid off from my job at 
Chase and even though I was re-hired 
at another fi rm, I felt that I needed 
something additional to do,” Wood-
ward says. For the past 15 years, that 
“something additional” has been 
“making a contribution to the neigh-
borhood I love because it has so much 
to offer.”

The primary benefi ciary of Wood-
ward’s civic activism has been the 
Park Slope Civic Council, of which 
she has served as a past chairwoman 
and current recording secretary, 
and chairwoman of the sustainabil-
ity committee. In that last capacity, 
she organizes the annual Prospect 
Park “mulchfest,” as well as “Civic 
Sweep,” the bi-annual neighborhood 
clean-up. The fi rst sweep was held in 
2001, after a forum on local garbage 
issues. Thanks to Woodward’s hard 
work, it has drawn a wide variety of 
participants, including individuals 
from the neighborhood and commu-
nity groups.

But that’s not all. Woodward is also 
a member of the executive committee 
and the community committee of the 
Prospect Park Alliance, and up until a 
year ago participated in the Reach Out 
and Read program, reading to chil-
dren confi ned to the pediatric clinic 
at New York-Presbyterian Brooklyn 

Methodist Hospital in Park Slope. It’s 
an activity she “hopes to resume this 
summer.”

“There’s a new book — ‘The New 
Brooklyn,’ — that says: ‘Today’s Park 
Slope citizens are oriented toward 
their backyards and cedar decks; they 
may not know the family next door at 
all,’” Woodward says. “The civic coun-
cil and my House Tour and Civic Sweep 
events work to encourage community 
involvement and participation.”

In fact, her house tour, which show-
cases restored brownstones of the late 
19th- and early 20th-centuries, re-
ceives about 600 attendees annually. 
It also serves as a fund-raiser for the 
Park Slope Civic Council, which pro-
vides money for community projects 
in the arts and education, as well as 
civic improvement. 

Perhaps the highest praise for this 
Woman of Distinction comes from 
her friend and civic council colleague 
Judith Lief, who says: “Candace is a 
passionate, energetic, and dedicated 
community member. She is quite re-
markable and has been making her 
mark on the Park Slope Community 
and the borough of Brooklyn for de-
cades. She is an amazing community 
resource and advocate.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Park Slope

OCCUPATION: Trustee and 
recording secretary.

COMPANY: Park Slope Civic Council.

CLAIM TO FAME: The little red “No 
Flyer, Ads, Menus” signs that are 
found on homes all over Park Slope 
that prevent people from delivering 
menus and those bags of coupons 
and menus, which can so easily 
become sidewalk litter. 

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACES: 
Brooklyn Bridge Park at night lit up 
by lights from the Brooklyn Bridge 
and from the Manhattan skyline. 
MCU Park in Coney Island in the 
summertime. Most signifi cantly, the 
view of the Long Meadow from the 
bench I adopted in Prospect Park for 
my late husband. 

WOMAN I ADMIRE: I admire a 
woman named Frances Kelsey, 
an employee of the Federal Drug 
Administration, who in 1960 or so 
was assigned to review thalidomide. 
Despite intense pressure to approve 
this drug for sale in this U.S. and the 
fact that it had been approved in 
Europe and Canada, she was skeptical 
and kept requesting additional 
information from the manufacturer, 
until fi nally the terrible news started 
coming in from Europe. For her 
diligent efforts, President Kennedy 
gave her the President’s Award 
for Distinguished Federal Civilian 
Service.

MOTTO: Savor the moment. 
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PAULINE YEUNG-HA
Elder law attorney cares deeply about helping seniors
BY DANIELLE SULLIVAN

Going above and beyond is some-
thing Pauline Yeung-Ha has been 
doing just about all her life.

Yeung-Ha’s parents immigrated to 
the United States from China, settled 
in Brooklyn, got jobs in the garment 
industry, and started a family, all 
“with very little English capability,” 
she says.

“None of my parents nor their 
families went to school beyond the 
elementary school level,” the Woman 
of Distinction says. “I was the fi rst to 
graduate from high school and col-
lege.” 

She graduated from Edward R. 
Murrow High School and received 
a Bachelor of Arts degree at Vassar 
College, and her personal “fi rsts” 
didn’t stop there.

“My parents were extremely 
proud of me as I was the fi rst to go to 
law school, at St. John’s University 
School of Law,” said Yeung-Ha, who 
concentrated on the fi eld of elder law 
and, shortly after graduating from 
St. John’s, decided to make helping 
elderly clients her life’s work.

Ever since then, she has gone 
above and beyond to serve her com-
munity. In addition to her legal work, 

she contributes to pro bono work in 
both Asian and non-Asian commu-
nities. Ten years ago, she helped es-
tablished a charitable organization 
to provide information and enhance 
awareness about dementia in the 
Chinese senior citizen community.

Currently, Yeung-Ha serves as a 

co-chairwoman of the pro bono com-
mittee of the Asian Bar Association 
of New York, as well as the secretary 
and a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of Caringkind (formerly the New 
York chapter of the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation). She is also a co-chairwoman 
of both the diversity and membership 
Committees of the Elder Law Section 
of the New York State Bar Association, 
as well as a member of the board of 
trustees of the Brooklyn Bar Associa-
tion. In addition, she has been named 
one of New York’s “Best Lawyers,” 
“Super Lawyers,” and “Best Under 40” 
by the National Asian-Pacifi c Ameri-
can Bar Association, and one of New 
York’s “Women Leaders in the Law.”

But she says she’s most proud of 
the help she has been able to give the 
elderly, and says personal experience 
has shaped her work. 

“My grandfather suffered a stroke 
during my law school days,” said Ye-
ung-Ha, who explained that when 
Medicare coverage for his rehabili-
tation care ran out and he had not 
fully recovered, family members 
were forced to step in to care for him. 
At that time, Yeung-Ha and her fam-
ily didn’t know about elder care at-
torneys who could have helped with 

Medicaid and home care benefi ts.
“This experience left me deter-

mined to ensure that elders and their 
families receive proper information 
and guidance during these most dif-
fi cult times,” she says.

Partner Judith D. Grimaldi, Esq. 
says Yeung-Ha is a “dynamic attor-
ney who shares her knowledge of es-
tate planning, tax and elder law, both 
through the law fi rm and in her gen-
erous volunteer efforts. She is kind, 
gracious and very smart and I’m 
proud to be partners with her.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Park Slope.

OCCUPATION: Elder law and 
estate planning lawyer.

COMPANY: Grimaldi & Yeung LLP, 
started with my partner, Judith D. 
Grimaldi, in 2008.

CLAIM TO FAME: First Asian 
elder law attorney.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Park Slope.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mentor 
and now my partner, Judith 
D. Grimaldi. I wouldn’t have 
been where I’m at without her 
continuous support.

MOTTO OR LIFE SAYING: Often 
when I meet people, they’ll say “I 
wish I’d known you earlier.” And I 
think, “I wish I could have helped 
you earlier.”
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Thank you to 
our Women of Distinction

Sponsors & Supporters

DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.

COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE

CATERERS

and Decoratorsand Decorators
Marine FloristsMarine Florists

PILO ARTS SALON

Bay Ridge 
Medical Imaging

DJ Services by:

Gilbert Sound Production

Video by: 

Marc Enette



BROOKLYN’S WOMEN OF DISTINCTION 2017 B31 

BRIGITTE ZABBATINO
Businesswoman, volunteer, always ready to help those in need

BY ILY GOYANES

Brigitte Zabbatino is a success-
ful businesswoman who wants 
to see others succeed as well — 

a goal she works to achieve through 
active and passionate volunteer-
ism.

As a businesswoman, Zabbatino 
is as busy as busy can be. She is an 
associate broker at Welcome Home 
Realty Sales; and the owner and 
operator of Unforgettable Events, 
an event planning company. Previ-
ously, Zabbatino owned a medical 
transcription company, and contin-
ues to perform such work in limited 
quantities.

But Zabbatino always finds time 
in her busy schedule to volunteer 
for a variety of local groups and in-
stitutions. She’s set up annual com-
munity block parties, and orga-
nized fund-raisers for area schools, 
including the much-praised pump-
kin farm events at Adelphi Acad-
emy and PS 222, which caught on all 
around Brooklyn.

Zabbatino attributes her zest for 
helping others to the woman she ad-
mires most, her mother, Catherine 
DiCostanzo, saying: “She was al-
ways loyal, kind, and compassion-

ate. She always tried to be happy 
and to bring happiness to others.”

Zabbatino has carried on that 
tradition, says her cousin, Antoi-
nette Spada.

“Brigitte is always ready to help. 

She fights for the underdog and 
is always ready to lend a helping 
hand,” Spada said. “She really goes 
out of her way to help people who 
have less than her.”

Zabbatino insists she couldn’t 
have achieved Woman of Distinc-
tion status without an incredible 
support system. She will be mar-
ried to husband Joseph for 35 years 
this November, and her children 
and daughter-in-law are involved in 
the family business. 

“I also have to mention my 
cousin, Maria Zabbatino, who is 
like a daughter to me who is a very 
special part of my life,” she adds.

For Zabbatino, it always comes 
back to community, unity, and fam-
ily. With all that she has accom-
plished and with all of her contin-
ued contributions to the community, 
she is the first to make sure to give 
credit where credit is due.

“People tell me all the time that 
they admire the marriage that my 
husband and I have, and I think we 
truly have a special bond,” Zabba-
tino explains. “We’ve done a lot to-
gether and he is a very generous 
person and I hope that people re-
member that as a team we tried to 

do a lot of good.”
She calls Brooklyn “a very spe-

cial place because of the people who 
live and work here. Brooklynites 
are among the best people in this 
country. You can count on your 
neighbors and many of mine are as 
close to me as family. That’s what 
keeps us all here in Brooklyn; the 
kindness, the caring, and the sense 
of community that we have here.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Marine Park.

OCCUPATION: Business owner 
and associate realty broker.

CLAIM TO FAME: 
Wife, mother, fund-raiser, and 
contributor to the community.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Ferdinando’s Focacceri.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother 
is the person that I admire 
most. She taught me how to 
be the best person that I could 
be. She taught me to always 
be compassionate and to help 
people in any way that I could 
and to take other’s people pain 
and suffering into consideration 
at all times. 

MOTTO: If I could do something 
to make a difference in 
someone’s life and it helps them 
in any way then I’ve achieved my 
goal.
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The Brighton
Neighborhood Association, Inc.

Salutes Courier-Life’s 2017

WOMEN OF THE YEAR NOMINEES

A Special Shout Out to Brighton Beach’s Own Community Activist

FRANCES SCHWARTZ
Ms. Pat Singer, Founder/Executive Director

Ms. Sherry Falcone, President
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