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BY LAUREN GILL
It’s a high-proof of concept 
show!

A new whiskey tasting 
event coming to Red Hook 
will feature more than 60 
spirits, a rock show, and a 
half-dozen other activities. 
The founder of the Whisky 
X, coming to the Brooklyn 

Cruise Terminal on June 8, 
hopes that some high-tech 
planning and an expansive 
venue will keep visitors 
from feeling too addled dur-
ing the intoxicating event.

“Some of these experi-
ences can be kind of over-
whelming and have so 
many whiskies. It’s great 

but it and can be kind of ex-
pensive and it’s like where 
do you start?” said Brian 
Murphy. “We wanted to 
make a much more inter-
esting and inspiring expe-
rience.” 

The festival will email 
ticket holders in advance 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Don’t call it a clean sweep.

A new Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority program 
will cut the number of overnight 
janitors at Bay Ridge and Sun-
set Park subway stations from 
four to one — not nearly enough 
hands to clean the nine R train 
stops that some degenerate riders 
use as a public toilet each night, 
according to a rep with the union 
behind the custodians. 

“That line is crazy when it 
comes to sanitation. It’s a cess-
pool,” said Joe Bermudez, the 
chairman of the stations division 
at the Transport Workers Union 
Local 100. “It stinks of urine be-
cause it’s a neighborhood where 
people do what they gotta do and 
keep moving. That’s just the way 
people are there.”

The pilot program, which 
will begin early this summer, 
designates just one of the city’s 
1,740 subway scrubbers based 
out of the 36th Street station to 
the nightly task of cleaning de-
bris, vomit, and feces from stops 
beginning at Prospect Avenue, 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Brighton Beach’s newest 
house of worship may be a 
mosque.

Brooklyn-based congre-
gation Masjid Al-Arqam 
aims to build a fi ve-story 
mosque on Banner Avenue. 
Congregant leaders fi led 

plans with the Department 
of Buildings last month to 
erect the house of worship 
in the residential neigh-
borhood between Brigh-
ton Seventh and Brighton 
Eighth streets, as  fi rst re-
ported by the real-estate 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 6Continued on page 12

Park lit with umbrella dance
BY JULIANNE CUBA

Go dancing with the stars!
A sea of strangers will come 

together to light up Brooklyn 
Bridge Park with images of ex-
ploding stars and solar eclipses 
on June 3, as part of the  World 
Science Festival . For the “Um-
brella Project,” the dance group 
 Pilobolus  will distribute several 
hundred brightly-lit umbrellas 
and encourage people into cos-

mic formations, creating color-
ful images fi lmed from above and 
projected onto a giant screen. The 
crowd and the music will come 
together for a beautiful dance un-
der the stars, said the group’s ex-
ecutive producer.

“They feel out the images to-
gether and it becomes this kind of 
wonderful, soothing, imaginative 
rave as you’re moving around in 

Continued on page 6

PRETTY IN PINK: Participants in the “Umbrella Project,” coming to Brooklyn 
Bridge Park on June 3, use their rain shields to light up the night. Oriel Pe’er

LIQUOR AND LICKS: Dan 
Auerbach, guitarist for the 
Black Keys, will play songs  
at the Whisky X tasting.

LIGHT 
UP THE 
NIGHT

Nine ‘R’ 
stops lose 
cleaners

Whiskey & rock pairingFive story mosque in 
works for Brighton Beach
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.fo the NNew Yor

Save 25% or more when you 
bundle your Life, Home & Auto. 

EARL COY
718-927-0200

They had an Allstate Agency they trusted to help them get it right.
Let’s sit down and talk about your life insurance needs today. I’m 
happy to answer questions, explain the details and help you choose 
the right policy for your family and budget. Life insurance is too 
important not to have an Allstate Agent looking out for you. Call me.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
This space is all grown 
up! 

The landmarked  for-
mer Childs restaurant  
building on the Board-
walk will reopen Sunday 
as a massive food hall 
with “locally sourced” 
grub and plenty of Coney 
charm. The city recre-
ated the crumbling struc-
ture at W. 21st Street as a 
high-end eatery dubbed 
Kitchen 21 that takes 
Boardwalk noshing and 
f lare of the People’s Play-
ground to another level, 
said one community 
leader who fought to land-
mark the Spanish revival 
building. 

“I sampled some incred-
ibly delicious food that I 
can’t believe is in Coney 
Island,” said Dick Zigun, 
the unoffi cial mayor — 
and aspiring emperor — of 
Sodom by the Sea. “I’m in 
marvel that it has the vin-
tage authenticity of a place 
like Gargiulo’s that has 
been there for 100 years 
when it’s been open for a 
couple of days.”

The grand opening 
came on the heels of the 
 Airbnb Brooklyn Half 
Marathon , which ended 
on the Boardwalk a short 
ways off from Kitchen 
21. 

The seaside food hall 
packs five eateries un-
der one roof. Beach-goers 
can pickup made-to-or-
der sandwiches and sal-

ads from The Cafe, dig 
into a seafood extrava-
ganza at the Community 
Clam Bar, sun bath on the 
Boardwalk & Vine rooftop 
wine bar, and get a classy 
sit-down meal at the Test 
Kitchen — which will fea-
ture a rotation of celebrity 
chefs from Brooklyn and 
beyond who will serve ex-
perimental dishes. 

And the Parachute Bar 
runs the length of the joint 
with 32 beers and a variety 
of Brooklyn-themed cock-
tails including the Not 
Your Father’s Egg Cream 
with Sunset Park’s Indus-
try Vodka and chocolate 
syrup, the Brooklyn 75 
with gin by Greenpoint’s 
Green Hook Ginsmith, and 
the Coney Island Fizz with 

vodka, saint germain, and 
lime. 

An open fl oor plan al-
lows restaurant-goers to 
mingle and offers a seam-
less fl ow from one station 
to the next. Local conser-
vationists restored or rep-
licated the vibrant arches, 
mosaics, and nautical 
terra-cotta features in a 
$60-million project spear-
headed by the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Coop-
eration. 

Behind the restaurant 
sits the Ford Amphithe-
ater and the spaces are 
separated by series of ga-
rage-like doors that man-
gers intend to raise for 
a dinner and show expe-
rience come winter. The 
venue also plans to offer 
picnic baskets for custom-
ers to cram with food be-
fore heading out for a day 
of summer fun, said offi -
cials. 

Kitchen 21 [3052 West 
21st Street in Coney Is-
land, (718) 954–9801, www.
kitchen-21.com]

It’s all grown up
Childs restaurant reopens as funky food hall 

BOARDWALK BABY: The landmarked Childs building on the Boardwalk reopened as Kitchen 21 on May 
21.  Photo by Sean Murphy

STYLISH: The refurbished 
space is a fusion of classic Co-
ney fl are and modern funk. 
 Photos by Sean Murphy
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BY LAUREN GILL
Police closed a portion of Fulton 
Street Thursday night when a 
postcard-sized chunk of glass fell 
from the 34th fl oor of a luxury 
residential tower onto an usually 
busy sidewalk near the corner of 
Rockwell Place. 

No one was injured by the 
glass, but one resident who saw 
the building surrounded by fi re 
trucks and police cars on her walk 
home around 9:15 pm said the inci-
dent confi rmed her fears the new 
high-rises going up in the area 
might not be built up to snuff. 

“It’s scary, I often think about 
how I hope these sites are all re-
ally safe,” said Kate Maroney, 
who lives in Fort Greene. “There’s 
been such a boom of new construc-
tion in the past year, I’ve often 
been marveling at how fast these 
buildings are going up.” 

The 4-inch-by-6-inch piece of 
glass fell as a result of structural 
failure of the 42-story building’s 
glass facade, according to Depart-
ment of Buildings spokesman 
Alexander Schnell. He said the 
tumble isn’t indicative of a larger 
structural problem at the building  
known as 66 Rockwell Place, and 
the issue is confi ned to the glass 
wall that now has a piece missing. 

But falling glass is a rare oc-
currence in the city, said Schnell, 
where plunging brick, concrete, 
and stone are more likely dan-
gers.  

The building’s developer, the 
Dermot Company, has been or-
dered to build a sidewalk shed 
which is already being con-
structed, said Schnell.

The Department of Buildings 
has issued a summons to Dermot, 
which will then have to make its 
case in front of a judge at the Of-
fi ce of Administrative Trials and 
Hearings. The judge will make 
the fi nal call on whether or not it 
will receive a penalty for the fall, 
according to Schnell. 

The intersection where the 
glass fell is just blocks away from 
busy Flatbush Avenue and across 
the street from Bric and the Brook-
lyn Academy of Music Harvey 
Theater, making it a miracle the 
refl ector didn’t hit anyone stroll-
ing along the much-used sidewalk, 
said Maroney. 

“It’s almost surprising, people 
are always walking on Fulton,” 
she said. 

The building has received 
26 complaints, including two in 
which construction workers were 
hit in the head with falling debris, 
and 27 violations from the city,  ac-
cording to records . 

66 Rockwell Place opened in 
March 2013 and rents apartments 
ranging from $2,750 for a studio to 

$5,600 a month for a two bedroom. 
Aside from its fl ying glass, the 
building made headlines in 2014 
for its inability to fi ll its below-
market-rate units because people 
in the area were  too rich to qual-
ify . 

Dermot did not return a request 
for comment by press time.

BROKEN: (Above) Glass fell off the 34th fl oor of this building at 66 Rockwell Place 
on May 18. (Below) The next day, scaffolding was installed to protect people walk-
ing on the sidewalk below.  Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Politician spars with 
city on armory plan 

BY COLIN MIXSON
The city moved forward with a 
plan to turn the Bedford-Union 
Armory in Crown Heights into 
luxury apartments and condos 
on Monday, just days after the 
Councilwoman in whose dis-
trict the property sits trashed 
the scheme.  

On May 18 Councilwoman 
Laurie Cumbo [D–Crown 
Heights] condemned the  con-
troversial deal  that would 
hand the city-owned armory 
over to developers BFC part-
ners, which would convert the 
historic military structure on 
Bedford Avenue into 330 rental 
and 60 condo units, with half 
the rentals and 20 percent of 
the condos being offered at 
below-market rates. But her 
opposition did not stop the 
Department of City Planning  
from beginning a land-use re-
view process for the project 
this week, which will require 
input from local and elected of-
fi cials before the City Council 
votes on it. 

“Since the very beginning 
our message has been clear — 
we will not allow public land to 
be used for the purpose of lux-
ury condominiums,” Cumbo 
said.

Historically, members of the 
Council follow the lead of a lo-
cal representative when decid-
ing the use of public land, so a 
“no” from Cumbo would mean 
a “no” from the Council. The 
plan has been contested by lo-
cals who argue that public land 
should stay public and that the 
deal — which will offer only 18 
of the 330 rental units at rates 
affordable to locals living in an 
area with a median income of 
$40,000 — lacks enough below-
market housing. 

“Eighteen out of 300?” 

said Crown Heights resident 
Vaughn Armur. “That don’t 
make sense.”

But the lack of affordable 
housing in the area is reason 
enough to move forward with 
the controversial plan, accord-
ing to an Economic Develop-
ment Corporation spokesper-
son.

“We respect the Council 
member’s views, but we don’t 
believe this project can wait. 
We are working to bring a 
long-awaited community rec-
reational center and badly 
needed affordable housing to 
Crown Heights,” said Anthony 
Hogrebe. “We’ll continue talk-
ing to stakeholders on the 
ground and look for ways to 
make a great project even bet-
ter.”

Cumbo, who was in the city’s 
year-long negotiations with 
the developer and faces Ede 
Fox — a Democrat and avowed 
opponent of the armory deal 
— in November’s election, was 
under pressure for months to 
pull her support for the project 
as community groups pushed 
for an alternative that would 
provide 100-percent affordable 
housing. She made her May 18 
condemnation at Borough Hall 
fl anked by a coalition of elected 
offi cials including Comptroller 
Scott Stringer (D), Public Ad-
vocate Letitia James (D), Bor-
ough President Eric Adams 
(D), Assemblyman Walter Mos-
ley (D–Fort Greene), and Coun-
cilman Jumaane Williams (D-
Prospect Heights), who also 
oppose the deal. 

“I tried as a negotiator to 
negotiate the best deal we 
possibly could, but we’re at a 
stalemate,” said Cumbo, who 
claimed the proposed luxury 
condos were a deal-breaker.

Glass falls from a 
Fort Greene tower

TAKING A STANCE: Councilwoman Laurie Cumbo, center, condemned a 
deal to hand over the public Bedford-Union Armory to a private developer 
at Borough Hall on May 18. Community News Group / Colin Mixson
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Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

8705 5

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 7/31/17.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

+ PARTS
+ TAX

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, Austin Air Purifi ers

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK EST. 1938

CALL OR VISIT NEW YORK’S
LARGEST EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR 

OF LIVE & COOKED LOBSTERS

NO CHARGE FOR COOKING

OPEN 7AM
MARKET PRICE LIST & MENU ONLINE: JORDANSLOBSTER.COM

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY, BKLYN
GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE.  Across from the UA Movies & next to TGI FRIDAYS

718-934-6300

LOBSTER
3  $39F
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BY LAUREN GILL
Put it in park!

The Brooklyn Bridge 
will get a safer and more 
inviting gateway when the 
city transforms a danger-
ous intermingling of cars, 
bicyclists, and pedestrians 
at Tillary Street into an 
oasis of trees, plants, bike 
paths, walkways, and hap-
pier tourists and commut-
ers — a welcome upgrade 
to the barren stretch riders 
and cyclists now must use to 
get to and from the bridge, 
according to the local com-
munity board’s leader. 

“I think there were 
many people who looked 
at the status quo and said, 
‘This is the main entrance 
to Brooklyn, this is not 
particularly grand,’” said 
Rob Perris, district man-
ager of Community Board 
2. “They wanted some-
thing that was aestheti-
cally more attractive.” 

The new entrance on Ad-

ams Street will include sep-
arate pedestrian and bike 
lanes widened from 14-feet 
to 16-feet across. Cyclists 
will pedal on an asphalt lane 
for a smoother ride while pe-
destrians will stroll on con-
crete. 

Both sides of the pathway 
will be lined with trees and 
fl owers, an improvement 

from the span 
lined with dingy 
taupe railings 
and ugly concrete 
barricades. 

Currently, pe-
destrians and cy-
clists using the 
bridge traverse 
a brutalist path-
way known as the 
“cattle chute” sur-
rounded by traf-
fi c and exhaust. 
Those leaving the 
bridge are left at 
a fenced off slab 
where heavy traf-
fi c from Tillary 

Street whizzes by, creating 
a stressful and dangerous 
situation for locals and tour-
ists visiting the borough’s 
most-beloved spectacle. 

Nearly 29,000 pedestri-
ans and more than 3,000 cy-
clists cross the bridge each 
day, according to city data, 
and offi cials say the new 
designs will make the trip 

safer for all. 
“The project is designed 

and built to create a safe en-
vironment to accommodate 
the volumes of bicyclists, 
vehicular traffi c, and pe-
destrians,” said Shavone 
Williams, who is a spokes-
woman for the Department 
of Design and Construction, 
the agency overseeing the 
revamp. 

Along with Adams 
Street, the city is  install-
ing new bike lanes on 
the sidewalk running 
along Tillary Street  that 
will improve access to 
the spiffy gateway. The 
spruced up entrance will 
also boast  a two-story 
bronze sculpture of an 
arm with the hand’s in-
dex finger pointing to the 
sky  by artist Hank Willis 
Thomas on Tillary and 
Adams streets. 

Members of Community 
Board 2 had various reac-
tions to the street append-

age, but Perris ( a recent 
guest on Brooklyn Paper Ra-
dio ) said that people should 
just wait and see it for them-
selves before forming an 
opinion. 

“As someone who enjoys 
public art it is always a dif-
ferent experience to see art 

in person than it is to see a 
representation of it,” he said. 
“I would encourage people 
to hold their judgments un-
til it is installed.”

In other Brooklyn Bridge 
news, the other side of it still 
lands in Manhattan, at the 
so-called “City Hall.”

Work almost complete on park-like 
entrance to the Brooklyn Bridge

A NEW LOOK: The revamped gateway to the 
Brooklyn Bridge will include new, tree-lined 
paths for pedestrians and cyclists to make 
their way to and from the span.  
 Community News Group / Lauren Gill MOVING ON UP: Cyclist Lukas Georgiou has to ride on this old 

pathway now, but he’s pumped to push his pedals on the new path-
way this summer.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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Monday May 29, 2017  11:00AM
Grand Marshals - Lieutenant General John A. Toolan, Jr. USMC Ret. and Korean War Verteran Prisco DeAngelis
Deputy Grand Marshals - NYC Councilman Vincent Gentile and WWII Veterans Roy and Jack Vanasco

Speical Guests are the US Air Force Honor Guard.  West Point Band, Danny Rodriguez, 
The Veteran Corps of Artillery, and the Henry Ford II High School Band from Sterling, 

Michigan.  Vintage Auto and Military Vehicles will be featured and Floats.

Come out to honor all the men and women who made
the ultimate sacrifice in selfless service to our country.

Parade route: Parade kicks off promptly at 11AM on 3rd Ave.  & 77th St. and runs along 3rd Ave. to Marine 
Ave., up to 4th Ave. and over to John Paul Jones Park for a memoiral service immediately following the parade.

www.brooklynmemorialdayparade.com
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the music and looking up at 
these images,” said Itamar 
Kubovy. 

The World Science Fes-
tival event will begin with 
star-gazing and an appear-
ance by Bill Nye the Sci-
ence Guy at 7 pm, followed 
by the “Umbrella Proj-
ect.” Pilobolus has experi-
mented with a wide range 
of patterns for the project 
before, but for this night it 
will focus on images of the 
sky, said Kubovy.

“Let’s try to makes 
shapes and images of things 
related to astronomy and 
science,” he said. 

The umbrellas have 
three buttons that will light 
them up in red, yellow, and 
blue — or any combina-
tion of those colors. After a 
short video explaining how 
the umbrellas work, people 
usually start by creating 
small, simple patterns, and 
then grow into more elabo-
rate designs, said Kubovy.

“They just start walk-
ing around looking up at 
the screen. They start to 
understand what is the re-
lationship between their 
button pushing and mov-
ing around,” he said. “I 
think once we start to cre-
ate a pattern — geomet-
ric lines, circles with con-
centric bands and rings 

around them — then try to 
create a shape that is refer-
encing an object.”

It’s amazing to see how 
a crowd works together to 
turn a sea of of glowing um-
brellas into recognizable 
shapes, said Kubovy.

“Getting people to build 
something together in great 
numbers, 200 people, mak-
ing a beautiful image — a 
moon, astronomical con-
cepts or images, eclipses 
— effectively refl ecting 
the lights back to the stars, 
with some kind of empathy 
as a group of people.”

The project will pre-
vail in clear skies or in 
rain — after all, everyone 
will already have a shield 
from the raindrops, said 
Kubovy.

“You have an umbrella, 
if it rains,” he said. “It’s 
amazing, it even becomes 
more intimate, everyone’s 
under a tent, their own lit-
tle tent.”

Those who want to see 
more of Pilobolus can see 
fi ve of the company’s new-
est collaborations on July 
6 in Prospect Park, when 
the group performs for the 
 Bric Celebrate Brooklyn 
Festival . 

“The Umbrella Proj-
ect” at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, Pier 1 (enter at Fur-
man Street and Old Ful-
ton Street in Dumbo, www.
brooklynbridgepark.org). 
June 3 at 8:30 pm. Free. 

PIXEL PERFECT: The colorful umbrellas create images that are 
projected on a screen.  Pilobolus

Continued from page 1 

LIGHT

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
He’s got a show that’s out of 
this world. 

A hapless Parisian 
janitor will bring his sur-
real comic adventures to 
Greenpoint next month, 
in a live staging of the bi-
zarre podcast “The Orbit-
ing Human Circus.” The 
show, playing at the Brook-
lyn Bazaar on June 4, will 
whisk the audience into an 
ethereal realm that leaves 
mundane troubles behind, 
said its creator. 

“It’s always been very 
special to me to create 
these worlds for people to 
get completely lost in,” said 
Julian Koster, who writes, 
stars in, and plays music 
for the show. “I think this 
is sort of like a secret hide-
away for me and gives peo-
ple another place to escape 
and have an adventure.”

The podcast uses a 
sound collage of narration, 
dialogue, songs, and ambi-
ent noise to tell the story 
of Julian, the quirky cus-

todian of the Eiffel Tower. 
Julian, infatuated with a 
popular radio show that 
broadcasts from the top 
of the French landmark, 
stumbles into an escalat-
ing series of backstage she-

nanigans, all narrated by 
an imaginary, argumenta-
tive carnival barker. 

The show exists outside 
of time, in a world that si-
multaneously suggests the 
1930s and the present. To 

evoke that feeling, Koster’s 
band the Music Tapes re-
cords otherworldly music 
using vintage and mod-
ern techniques, including 
1930s-era wire recording, a 
tape machine from the ’60s, 
and computer programs 
for a sound all its own. 

“It kind of feels like 
it’s coming out of the past 
and the future at the same 
time,” said Koster.

The result is a music-
theater-radio mash-up that 
is perfect for a podcast au-
dience, which has an ap-
petite for the unexpected, 
said Koster.

“There’s such opportu-
nity to create something 
brand new with podcasts,” 
he said. “And the audience 
is so adventurous right 
now and it’s so direct — 
there’s nothing between 
them and the art.” 

The Greenpoint per-
formance will adapt the 
show to feature the jani-
tor sweeping the after-

HOPELESS DREAMER: Julian Koster plays a hapless janitor who 
sometimes meets strange musical animals in the surreal pod-
cast “The Orbiting Human Circus,” which will have a live show in 
Greenpoint on June 4. Maria Baranova

to brief them on the vari-
ety of bourbons, ryes, and 
Scotch and Irish whiskeys 
available. Each visitor will 
also get an identifi cation 
bracelet, which they can 
scan to later get more info 
about spirits they enjoy. 

Distillers and bartend-
ers will set up throughout 
the cruise terminal, pro-
viding a roomy experience 
that lets people stay to chat 
with the whiskey makers, 
according to Murphy. 

“They’re not crammed 
in, there’s room to breathe 
and more time and space 
for the whiskey companies 
to talk to you about it,” he 
said. 

The event will also 
feature an hour-long per-
formance from Dan Au-
erbach, the singer for the 
Black Keys, playing tunes 
from his new southern-
tinged solo album “Wait-
ing on a Song” — an event 
that fi ts right into the sto-
ried relationship between 
whiskey and song, said 
Murphy. 

“Music and whiskey have 

this rich heritage together,” 
he said. “You have Janis Jop-
lin with Southern Comfort, 
and I think we’re all kind of 
familiar with whiskey and 
country music.” 

And visitors who need a 
breather between whiskey 
shots can stop for a hair-
cut from the Blind Bar-
ber — a Williamsburg bar 
that also trims both men 
and women’s locks, watch 
a cooper make a whiskey-
aging barrel, chat with 
educational outfi t Women 
and Whiskies, and puff 
stogies at a cigar bar.

Murphy hopes that 

those come to the inaugu-
ral Whisky X event will 
walk away with not just 
a hangover, but a better 
appreciation and under-
standing of the spirit.

“From a very basic 
level we just wanted it to 
be more of an interest-
ing night to complement 
the innovation and crafts-
manship that goes on with 
whiskey,” said Murphy. 

Whisky X at Brook-
lyn Cruise Terminal (72 
Bowne St. at Commerce 
Street in Red Hook, www.
thewhiskyx.com). June 8, 
6–10 pm. $50 ($75 VIP).

‘Orbiting Circus’ podcast comes to a Greenpoint stage

IT’S OFF THE AIR

WHISKY
Continued from page 1

Continued on page 14
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BRACES:  Back  Knee  Wrist  Ankle

 Injections  Pain Pills  Surgery

ALWAYS CARING, ALWAYS THERE!

ANKLE BRACING
BLOOD PRESSURE 
MONITORS
BACK BRACES
BARIACTRIC EQUIPMENT 
BATHROOM SAFETY
CANES
CERVICAL COLLARS
COMMODES
COMPRESSION STOCK-
INGS

HOSPITAL BEDS 
MANUAL WHEELCHAIRS
WHEELCHAIR               
ACCESSORIES
NEBULIZERS
NIGHT SPLINTS
PATIENT LIFTS
PRESSURE REDUCTION 
SURFACES
WALKER BOOTS/CAM 
WALKERS

KNEE BRACES
SHOWER CHAIRS
WALKERS
ROLLATORS
WRIST BRACES/SPLINTS
& MUCH MORE

Prescription pick up & delivery anywhere in the NYC area!

Transportation
Malliotakis’ claimed 

Mayor DeBlasio is incompe-
tent when dealing with the 
cash-strapped Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, 
which she said can never get 
a job done on time or on bud-
get, citing the Second Ave-
nue Subway as an example. 
If elected mayor, she would 
ensure her representatives 
on the MTA’s board would 
fi ght for the city, and not just 
rubberstamp everything put 
in front of them:

“Transportation is one of 
my biggest issues. I’m some-
one who has been very vo-
cal against the MTA and 
the Port Authority. There’s 
no excuse for a project be-

Bay Ridge and Staten Island assemblywoman and New York City  mayoral candidate Nicole Malliotakis met with the editors of Community News Group and NYC Community Media 
at our Downtown offi ce on May 18 to discuss her campaign to unseat Mayor DeBlasio in November. During the wide-ranging discussion, Malliotakis — who has amassed $94,624 in her 
war chest since announcing her campaign less than a month ago and has the backing of the state’s Conservative Party — had a lot to say about her disagreements with Hizzoner, includ-
ing his stance on destroying information obtained by those applying for the city’s  identifi cation cards , undocumented immigrants, closing the Rikers Island jail, how he handles the city’s 
failing transit system, quality of life issues, and homelessness.  — Julianne Cuba

CAN SHE MALLIO-TAKE IT?
Mayoral candidate Nicole Malliotakis unloads on DeBlasio at Community News Group

MAKING HER PITCH: Bay Ridge Assemblywoman Nicole Malliotakis 
visited the Community News Group newsroom on May 18 to discuss 
her campaign for mayor.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

ing $6-billion over budget, 
and 10 years over sched-
ule. If I had four members 
at the MTA, I would make 
sure they are challenging 
the status quo, that they are 
trying to get to the bottom 
of why all this mismanage-
ment is taking place and re-
ally looking to make some 
serious changes. But also 
I vote with respect to hold-
ing the MTA accountable. 
I’ve voted against increas-
ing the MTA debt limit re-
peatedly, as long as they 
continue to be a runaway 
train, we will never be able 
to lower tolls and fares or 
at least keep them fl at. The 
subways, how crowded the 
trains are, many of them 
don’t come on schedule.” 

Identifi cation 
cards

Malliotakis also chal-
lenged Hizzoner’s prom-
ise to destroy records ob-
tained through  New York 
City’s identifi cation card 
program  because she be-
lieves it could lead to pub-
lic safety problems. But the 
seven-year state legislator 
said she agrees with the 
premise of the program and 
would reason with the Feds 
if they came knocking on 
City Hall’s door for the re-
cords, instead of just hand-
ing them over. 

“We should not be de-
stroying city records, pe-
riod. You don’t go get a driv-
er’s license and destroy all 
the records. It’s not what 
government should be do-
ing. I don’t believe that the 
federal government would 
request those records, but 
we would negotiate that. We 
would defi nitely sit down 
with them and tell them the 
reasons why we don’t want 
to see individuals who have 
been here contributing to 
our society a long time de-
ported if they have not com-
mitted a crime, but we would 
certainly comply with de-
tainer requests for individ-

uals who have committed 
crimes. I also think that as a 
Republican, I would be best 
positioned to negotiate with 
this administration.”

The sanctuary city
Malliotakis said she 

disagrees with  DeBlasio’s 
stance on shielding illegal 
immigrants who committed 
“minor” crimes from fed-
eral authorities , claiming 
she favored the policy of for-
mer Democratic Mayor Ed 
Koch, who had a “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” policy when it 
came to illegal immigrants 
seeking city services.

“He believes we should 
not be complying with fed-
eral detainer requests in 
the incidence of individu-
als who commit crimes 
like grand larceny, sexual 
abuse, forcible touching, pa-
tronizing a child for prosti-
tution, identity theft, wel-
fare fraud — all crimes in 
which the city will not com-
ply with detainer requests. 
I have to make the distinc-
tion because I am the daugh-
ter of immigrants and I un-
derstand the aspirations of 
the American dream and 
I understand that we are a 
compassionate city who has 
welcomed immigrants from 
all over the world as my par-
ents were able to come to 
this city and create a bet-
ter life for themselves. Now 
we have had policy in this 
city going back to Ed Koch 
that says if you’re here and 
you’re undocumented but 
you come forward to a city 
agency, we are not going to 
ask you your status, and 
that was put in place to in-
centivize victims of crimes 
to come forward to report 
those crimes. We want that 
to continue that policy.”

Quality-of-life 
issues

Malliotakis also brought 
up many quality of life issues 
she said affected her constit-
uents in Brooklyn and in 

Staten Island, including how 
many women don’t feel safe 
while walking the streets of 
the city due to a recent up-
tick in sexual assaults.

“He can tout crime is low 
but if you look at the mur-
der rates, it’s actually the 
same, it’s been fl at since 
Bloomberg left — rape and 
sex crimes are up 15 percent. 
So I think women in this 
city generally don’t feel safe 
especially walking around 
at night in different com-
munities. I know I don’t feel 
safe when I’m walking alone 
down a street in the city.”

Illegal conversions
Illegal home conver-

sions,  in which homes are 
illegally converted from 
one- or two-family homes to 
those housing many more 
people , is one of the biggest 
development issues facing 
Brooklyn today, Malliota-
kis said, especially in Bay 
Ridge and Dyker Heights.

“In Brooklyn you see a 
lot of illegal conversions. 
The laws are not being en-
forced with the Department 
of Buildings so those are 
issues that I think need to 
be addressed. They are not 
enforcing the laws when it 
comes to the DOB in regards 
to illegal conversations, 
which is adding even more 
congestion because you have 
multiple families living in a 
one-family house.”

Homelessness
Malliotakis added that 

DeBlasio’s wasn’t tackling 
homelessness at its root, 
she said, instead decid-
ing to  build shelters across 
the city  in neighborhoods 
where nobody wants them.

“There’s an obvious 
problem when you walk 
through the city and you 
see poor individuals who 
are sleeping on the street 
and they have an underly-
ing issue, whether it’s do-
mestic violence, substance 

Continued on page 12
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LOANS AVAILABLE 

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

$15,000

Monday – Friday 8am–6pm, Saturday 8am–1pm

www.salstrans.com

Financing

Available

All repairs backed by our ironclad guarantee

Family owned and operated for over 40 years

“Sal Raio forgoes profi t for honesty” – New York Times

Serving the Community with Dignity
We have one of the Largest Chapels in the New York City area

We provide Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services

We offer great pricing and you can depend on our professionalism

Valet Parking Available

F U N E R A L  H O M E

For the past 4 years, we have been servicing the community 
with dignity and compassion. 

We look forward to the future providing the same 
excellent service.
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They made history in Brigh-
ton Beach!

Hundreds of marchers 
descended on Little Odessa 
for  the fi rst-ever Russian-
speaking Pride March on 
May 20 . Brighton Beach is 
 known for its conservative 
values that many of its im-
migrant residents brought 
with them from the former 
Soviet Union , but marchers 
proudly stood tall as they 
walked along the board-
walk to show their neigh-
bors that they refuse to hide, 
said Luis Santiago, from the 
group ACT UP New York, 
which is committed to end-
ing the AIDS crisis. 

“There was a great spirit 
of stepping up and coming 
out. We are here, and you 
have to deal with it. We are 
never going to be invisible,” 
said 60-year-old Santiago, 
who came out as gay back 

in his hometown in Puerto 
Rico at age 17. “I think it 
went pretty well. As part of 
our work, we also support 
fi ghts against different acts 
of discrimination that make 
the fi ght against AIDS more 
diffi cult. Homophobia is one 
of them.”

Santiago said he has 
hope for the Russian com-
munity, because the over-
whelmingly Catholic and 
Spanish-speaking neigh-
borhoods that he is familiar 
with have recently come a 
long way with their toler-
ance toward the LGBTQ 
community.

“It reminded me a lot of 
when I came out in the His-
panic community, Puerto 
Rico in particular, there 
was that initial reaction of 
people. But time goes by, 
and they learn more about 
what it is to be gay. Barriers 
are broken down,” he said. 

“So I did talk to some of the 
Russian-speakers — just 
trust that this is going to 
change because it happened 
to us. So I hope the same 
happens with the Russian-
speaking communities.”

Marchers were prepared 
for the few intolerant slurs 
they received — and many 
police offi cers were stand-
ing by in case of trouble — 
but the pride parade went 
off without untoward alter-
cations, said organizer Ly-
osha Gorshkov, from RUSA 
LGBT, a U.S.-based network 
of Russian-speaking LG-
BTQ immigrants and their 
allies.

“We are making some 
history there in Brighton 
Beach. We expected some 
provocation, but thank God 
it didn’t happen, and we 
were well-protected by the 
police,” said Gorshkov, who 

Pride marches into 
Brighton Beach 

WAVING A BRIGHT FLAG: Anton Churchin and Andrey Popov supported the LGBTQ community during 
the Brighton Beach Pride March on May 20.  Photo by Stefano GiovanniniContinued on page 14
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OPHTHALMIC SURGERY

Simple Procedure Improves 
Dry Eyes & Sagging Eyelids
Exclusive interview with Dr. Golio, Director of Craniofacial Surgery

I
f you have recurring infections on your eyelashes, 
dry eyes, feeling of dirt, debris, sand, odd bodies 
or watery eyes, you are not alone. A simple proce-
dure performed under local anesthesia can help.

 Dr. Dominck I. Golio says, “A growing number of 
people fl ock annually to be examined due to these 
symptoms. There are many diffent causes for these 
problems. Age, Arthiritis, the use of certain drugs to 
lower blood pressure, meds to treat allergies, parkin-
sons & nerves may increase the chances of dry eyes 
exposing them to recurring infections & other serious 
conditions.”
 Not everyone can reduce or stop using meds or 
drops of artifi cial tears and antibiotics are not enough 
for many. Dr. Golio explains, “A test that all patients 
with these symptoms should take in front a mirror, 
lower the lower eyelid with the index fi nger and hold 
it in this position for fi ve seconds. It is important not 
to blink for this test. Typically, the lid returns to its 
normal position in a second. We often see patients 
with such sagging eyelids that after taking this test 
their eyelids do not return to their position within 7 to 
10 seconds.”
 A simple procedure that does not require hospital-
ization, removes a small amount of skin from the edge 
of the eyelid restoring the position thereof. “It’s like 

pulling the rope of a hammock that has withered with 
time,” says Dr. Golio.
 If this situation is not corrected, eyes that are 
exposed outdoors for longer periods of time may 
have increased symptoms and incidences of infec-
tions. Flabby eyelids occasionally veer inward and the 
lashes touching the eye causing even more irritation.
 This procedure that corrects a sagging lower lid is 
done under local anesthesia by removing excess skin, 
aligning the eyelid to the outer eye while removing 
excess fat by pulling the eyelid down. There is no pain 
or patches needed, you return home the same day 
and the stitches fall out on their own within one or two 
weeks.
 The same day of the surgery you can watch televi-
sion, read a book, warm up your own food as well as 
wash your face permitting the stitches to get wet. 
 In short, you will be able to fend for self the same 
day of procedure.
 Private insurances and Medicare will cover the 
procedure when it’s done to correct the excess fl ab, 
symptoms of tearing, recurrent infections or inver-
sion of the eyelashes. This procedure should not be 
confused with under-eye bags that are considered a 
cosmetic concern and therefore is not covered by any 
insurance.

935 Park Ave NY, NY 10028
212-628-8880

2460 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234

212-628-8880

Specialist in Diagnosis 
& Treatment of:

Sagging Upper 
& Lower Eyelids

Dry Eyes
Reconstructive Surgery 

after Skin Cancer Cosmetic 
Surgery, Rhinoplasty 

(Nose Surgery)

Christine Persaud - Offering Home Care Training & Services Since 1992

 TEL: 718-843-8449 - 917-592-8686

All programs are approved by New York State Education Dept

CHRISTINE PERSAUD
Director / CEO

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Placement Available In:

FREE HOME HEALTH AIDE TRAINING
Nurses  

Aide Training
$699
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Here it is in a nutshell: 
Prior to this amazing new 
technology, only two op-
tions existed for tooth 
replacement procedures 
— either dentures or im-
plants. Everyone knows 
how uncomfortable den-
tures are, and implants 
require a complicated 
surgical intervention per-
formed under anesthesia. 
Furthermore, the implant 
process is very long, not 
guaranteed to work, com-
plicated, and not cheap.

But now there is the 
attractive glass abutment 
system, ZX27.

When we call it a new 
method, we are distorting 
the facts to some degree, as 
the method was developed 
and patented in 1991, almost 
25 years ago by Hungarian 
dental technician Laszio 
Nemth. Currently, this med-
ical product has been tried 
and tested and it has the 
highest international qual-
ity certificate, ISO 9002, and 

the European marking CE. 
It has been used with great 
success in Slovakia, Czech 
Republic, Poland, Sweden, 
Austria, Germany, Austra-
lia, Spain, Italy, Ukraine, 
Russia, and other countries. 
This uniquely simple teeth 
recovery and prosthetic 
dentistry recently came 
to America. It allows us to 
avoid removable dentures 
and implant surgeries. The 
results are the same, but 
there is no need to cut. In 
fact, this new FDA-approved 
method is the only reliable 
alternative to removable 
dentures and implant sur-
geries, and it can literally 

make us happy and healthy 
very quickly and without 
any pain.

What is this amazing 
technology about?

Everything is very sim-
ple. You have developed 
gaps in your mouth and you 
need a bridge but you are 
lacking the abutments (sup-
port) teeth. Therefore, in 
order to avoid dentures or 
implants, the little artificial 
glass abutment, ZX27, is cus-
tom-made for each patient 
to replace missing teeth. It 
has a concave surface and 
sits perfectly on the gum. 
The abutment is securely 
mounted on the fixed pros-

thesis, which is typically ce-
mented afterwards. What is 
more important, the bridge 
can have any length, and 
with glass abutment there 
is no leverage effect (mean-
ing teeth don’t break).

Everything genius is 
simple. 

Is this abutment made 
from regular glass?

Definitely not. Regular 
glass does not combine good 
fusibility and high chemi-
cal resistance when heated. 
Regular glass may fracture 
and develop hairline cracks, 
and regular glass exhibits 
high chemical solubility. As 
a result, toxic substances 

such as lead or barium 
would migrate from glass 
into the saliva.

When developing glass 
abutment, almost all known 
materials were tested: met-
als, plastics and ceram-
ics. However, none of them 
could achieve full contract 
between the internal glass 
surface and gum.

It took many tests be-
fore the durable chemically 
inert and specifically en-
riched glass ZX27 was cho-
sen in addition to regular 
components. It has small 
quantities of zinc, magne-
sium, and boron trioxide 
b203 to neutralize alkaline 
oxides in glass additives. 
At the same time, harm-
ful barium and led were 
removed.  ZX27 abutment 
has no problems maintain-
ing contact with the mu-
cosal lining the jaw. It has 
a perfectly smooth surface 
without scratches and me-
chanical damage.

Glass abutment (sup-

port) doesn’t irritate the 
gums. On the contrary, it 
provides micro-massaging 
to the mucosal lining to 
prevent atrophies and de-
cubitus sores. It promotes 
local bone cone condensing 
and protects dental enamel 
by balancing the pressure 
on supporting teeth.

With the special compo-
sition of the glass, the abut-
ment is very healthy. It is 
easily washed with silica. It 
causes no allergies and has 
less impact on the mucosal 
lining than chewing gum.

Like any other treat-
ment, it has certain in-
dications and contrain-
dications. However, as 
evidenced, it has unlim-
ited potential and it often 
becomes a lifesaver for a 
doctor and patient.

If you have any ques-
tions about this procedure 
at M&M Dental, please call 
us at (718) 853–5777, or visit 
the website www.zx27us.
com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

New glass abutment system only available at M&M Dental!

Before After

website YIMBY . 
 Neighbors had fought ev-

ery step of the way against 
a mosque going up on 
Voorhies Avenue in Sheep-
shead Bay  back in 2010 
through 2012, because they 
claimed it would bring un-
wanted noise and traffi c to 
the area — but  supporters 
fi red back, accusing them 
of Islamophobia  for reject-
ing a Muslim community 
center in the largely Jew-
ish and Russian neighbor-
hood. And this time around, 
critics may still oppose the 
Brighton Beach mosque out 
of fear it could bring exces-
sive traffi c and noise, but it 
will have nothing to do with 
Islamophobia, according to 
Yelena Makhnin, who heads 
the neighborhood’s business 
improvement district.

“What people are go-
ing to be concerned about 
from our point of view is 
traffi c, and the sound if 
they have calls for prayers, 
because it’s a residential 
neighborhood. I don’t see 
any concerns with it be-
ing a mosque, but the only 

concerns might be its traf-
fi c and sound,” said Makh-
nin. “Any kind of religious 
or education or community 
center built is the same con-
cern. There are people who 
are against any kind of con-
struction, any kind of devel-
opments, regardless of its 
nature, because of traffi c, 
because of construction.”

And Little Odessa is pro-
gressing — despite march-
ers choosing the conserva-
tive Russian enclave as the 

base for  the country’s fi rst 
Russian-speaking pride 
march on May 20  — and its 
residents are keeping up 
with the changing times, 
said Makhnin.

“It was expected be-
cause, it’s not the same 
neighborhood anymore. It 
used to be — years, years, 
years ago — Brighton 
Beach’s spoken language 
was Yiddish. It’s not as 
Russian as it was, and new 
communities are coming 
in and that’s what’s go-
ing on everywhere. I don’t 
see any opposition be-
cause lately everyone un-
derstands that it’s not the 
same,” she said. “Brigh-
ton, it’s a multi-ethnic, 
multicultural place, and 
many Muslims and Jews 
and Christians in the area. 
I hear nothing against it, I 
do believe that this is what 
the United States is all 
about, for people of all col-
ors, religion, unity.”

And if history repeats 
itself, the anti-Mosque 
noise quickly quieted 
down as soon as the one on 
Voorhies Avenue opened 
its doors to worshippers, 
said the chairwoman of 
Community Board 15. 

Continued from page 1 

MOSQUE

ON THE WAY: Brooklyn-based 
congregation Masjid Al-Arqam 
fi led plans to build a fi ve-story 
mosque on Banner Avenue.  

abuse, whether it’s mental 
illness, whether they are a 
veteran or [have] PTSD — 
whatever the issues are I 
think it’s very important 
we try to be a little more 
proactive in fi nding out. 
What are the core prob-
lems so we can help them 
address — we cannot al-
low the subway station to 
become a homeless shelter 
and his answer is just to 
build 90 homeless shelters 
across the city instead of 
trying to help these peo-
ple either remain in their 
homes to begin with or try 
to address the underlying 
issues. But certainly the 
idea of building 90 home-
less shelters across the city 
will be heavily rejected 
by the communities and 
I don’t think that that’s 
what people feel the solu-
tion should be.”

Rikers Island
Malliotakis also took 

umbrage with DeBlasio’s 
pledge to  close Rikers  — 
she believes it’s possible 
to reform the current sys-

tem. And she thinks the 
mayor shouldn’t stand 
behind Department of 
Correction Commis-
sioner Joseph Ponte, who 
she thinks isn’t doing his 
job.

“Rikers Island is a 
mess, everybody knows it. 
And this mayor says that 
his commissioner is doing 
a great job. He’s still de-
fending his commissioner 
even after the commis-
sioner says he’s going to 
resign. If he’s doing such 
a great job then why do 
we need to close Rikers Is-
land and build jails in all 
the communities across 
the city? We have 10 jails 
in Rikers Island, why 
can’t we just reform those 
jails and make them more 
humane for the inmates, 
try to make them safer. 
Whatever you were going 
to do in the boroughs with 
those fi ve jails let’s just do 
it, revamp the 10 jails that 
are already there and do 
something to make it bet-
ter. I don’t think anyone’s 
going to want a jail in 
their neighborhood.”

Gender equality
And the editors of Gay 

City News and Chelsea 
Now got into a heated de-
bate with Malliotakis over 
how someone who voted 
against the state’s Gen-
der Expression Non-Dis-
crimination Act could ask 
for votes from the LGBTQ 
community. The bill passed 
in the Assembly in 2007 de-
spite her “no” vote. She said 
she agrees with the bill,  but 
voted against it because of 
its wording .

“I feel that it was a 
loophole — the way it’s 
written, I really have no 
issue with the overall bill 
but what I’ve expressed to 
the groups that have come 
to see me, is the way it’s 
written, it gives an indi-
vidual a defense to say I 
was somewhere because 
of their identity. I feel like 
there needs to be some 
type of component that 
does not allow that to be 
used as a criminal defense 
should they be using it to 
exploit the law. I believe 
that there is a loophole in 
the law that allows it to 
be exploited for individu-
als who want to exploit 
the law to commit a type 
of sex crime and that’s my 
belief.”

MALLIOTAKIS
Continued from page 8
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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identifi es as queer and moved from 
Russia to Midwood in 2014. 

And the historic day drew impor-
tant guests — Public Advocate Tish 
James marched in support, and 
Broadway star Josh Daniel from 
the musical Book of Mormon pow-
erfully sang “We Shall Overcome,” 
said Gorshkov.

“It was great. He showed up, it was 
amazing and everybody was very ex-
cited,” he said. 

near the Park Slope-Sun-
set Park border, through 
95th Street in Bay Ridge — 
a route that Bermudez says 
workers notoriously try to 
avoid because of its trashy 
reputation. Graveyard 
shifts at the nine stations 
are being phased out this 
summer in favor of reposi-
tioning workers’ shifts af-
ter rush hours, according 
to Bermudez.

 Bay Ridge Avenue  and 
 53rd Street  are closed for 
renovations until the fall 
and the Prospect Avenue 
station is slated to close 
June 5 for another six 
months-worth of upgrades, 
but Bermudez still has res-
ervations about how fea-
sible it is for one person 
to spruce up the stations, 
especially with revolting 
straphangers stinking up 
the place. 

“I used to clean there 
and behind a column 
someone was taking a 
dump and urinating all 
the time,” said the Gra-
vesend native who has 
since settled in bucolic 
Staten Island. “It is a lot of 
ground to cover.” 

On top of cleaning up af-
ter riders, the workers pop-
ulate stations and provide 
a layer of protection for 
late-night commuters. And 
some locals fear the shift in 

service could empower op-
portunists. 

“It would worry me that 
someone might take advan-
tage of that there’s even less 
people around,” said Bay 
Ridgite Margaret Agan, 
who works as a nurse at Lu-
theran Medical Center. “I 
work crazy hours and I’m 
on the train at all hours of 
the day. Sometimes I only 
see MTA workers around 
and it makes me feel a little 
safer when I have to take 
the train late.” 

Removing overnight 
cleaners from the desolate 
stations could result in be-
havior far worse than pub-
lic defecation, according to 
Bermudez.

“In my 23 years of ser-

vice for the transit author-
ity I cannot believe that 
they are opening the door 
to such uncertainty and se-
curity risks,” he said.

The authority and union 
reps are in the process of 
hammering out the details, 
but Bermudez says the ar-
rangement is essentially a 
done deal.

“This is happening,” 
he said. “The only people 
who can stop it are the cus-
tomers in the community 
letting people know they 
don’t want to be subject to 
a Russian roulette travel 
to work.”

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
did not respond to requests 
for comment. 

SWEPT AWAY: Workers who clean Southern Brooklyn stops, such 
as these two men at the 36th Street station, won’t be sweeping 
stations overnight under the Metropolitan Transportation Author-
ity new pilot program.  TWU Local 100

Continued from page 1 

GRUBWAY

Continued from page 10 

PRIDE

hours Brooklyn Bazaar. 
Viewers will be thrown 
into the character’s imagi-
nary world, in an evening 
that translates the podcast 
and its previously audio-

only elements into physical 
form. 

“I’m all about creating 
the architecture of a spe-
cial night,” said Koster. 
“With the live shows we 
wanted to create a moment 
in time — and you don’t 
have to listen to the pod-
cast to go — I want people 

to have a really special and 
unusual time.”

“The Orbiting Human 
Circus” at Brooklyn Ba-
zaar (150 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Manhattan Ave-
nue and Franklin Street in 
Greenpoint, www.bkbazaar.
com). June 4 at 9 pm. $20 ($18 
in advance).

PODCAST
Continued from page 6

HERE AND QUEER: About 300 marchers descended on 
Brighton Beach. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org 
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

Great 
Programs 

Still 
Available

 Your child deserves a  
very special summer!
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