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honors its own 

Kim Moore 
as one of the Brooklyn’s 
Women of Distinction 

Honorees at the 
7th Annual Women of 

Distinction Awards Gala.



BROOKLYN’S WOMEN OF DISTINCTION 2017 B3 

S
mart, proficient women are a dynamic 
Brooklyn resource.

Community News Group and Courier 
Life Publications feel so strongly that our 

borough would be a lot less distinctive without 
their influence that we’ve dedicated an entire 
publication to these pistons of power — for the 
seventh consecutive year.

Our 2017 Women of Distinction magazine 
showcases 25 of our best and brightest female 
workers and volunteers, nominated by their 
peers and selected by an independent panel for 

distinguishing themselves in their 
chosen fields. 

They represent women we see 
every day walking on our streets, 
shopping in our stores, and seated 
next to us on the bus or train. 

Some of them have conquered ex-
traordinary obstacles along their 
personal and professional journeys. 

Others have paved the way for future gen-
erations to succeed with confidence. Yet all of 
them have demonstrated a commitment to work, 

attention to duty, and love of community 
that has inspired, educated, healed, and 
uplifted Brooklyn in good and bad times.

They are making today and tomorrow 
better than yesterday, for all of us.

We hope that you enjoy this publica-
tion as much as we did compiling it, and 
consider it a token of our gratitude and 
appreciation to our 2017 Women of Dis-
tinction, whose formidable contributions 
have placed Brooklyn on the map as a pro-

ductive, resilient, friendly — and distinctive — 
place. — Jennifer Goodstein, 

 President and Publisher, 

 Community News Group
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Early Detection of Breast Cancer 
at BRMI

One of every eight 
women will be diag-
nosed with breast 
cancer in her life-
time, making breast 
cancer the most com-
monly diagnosed 
cancer in women, 
and the second lead-
ing cause of death 
among women. The 
aim of Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month is 
to promote screening 
as the most effective 
weapon in the fight 
against breast can-
cer.

Too many people 
wait until they expe-
rience symtoms, like 
a palpable lump or 
nipple discharge, be-
fore they get a mam-
mogram. By then, the 
cancer may be more 
difficult to treat and 
cure.  That’s why it is 
so important to have 
a screening mam-
mogram once a year. 
When breast cancer 
is detected through 
annual screening, 
the vast majority of 
women are cured.

Mammography is 
the primary modal-
ity  used to detect 
breast cancer.  The 
American Cancer So-
ciety and the Ameri-
can College of Ra-
diology recommend 

yearly mammogra-
phy screening after 
the age of 40. Addi-
tionally, screening 
may include breast 
ultrasound in women 
with dense breasts, 
and breast MRI in 
women at increased 
risk for breast can-
cer (e.g., family his-
tory, genetic predis-
position, past breast 
cancer).

Bay Ridge Medi-
cal Imaging (BRMI) 

is proud to offer 3D 
mammography, a 
breakthrough tech-
nology in the di-
agnosis of breast 
cancer. This revolu-
tionary procedure, 
also known as “tomo-
synthesis”, enables 
BRMI radiologists 
to view the inside 
of the breast layer-
by-layer using very 
low dose images. 
With the addition of 
3D tomosynthesis to 

the traditional mam-
mogram, BRMI im-
proves breast can-
cer detection while 
decreasing the num-
ber of patients called 
back for additional 
testing.

When a suspicious 
abnormality is de-
tected, BRMI per-
forms breast biop-
sies to diagnose the 
abnormality as be-
nign or malignant. 
Biopsies can be per-

formed under ultra-
sound, mammogram, 
or MRI guidance. Of-
ten biopsies are per-
formed on the same 
day as imaging. In 
patients with biopsy-
proven breast cancer, 
BRMI offers breast 
MRI and PET/CT for 
staging.

BRMI is open 7 
days a week Mon.-Fri. 

718-
238-7000

Bay Ridge Medical Imaging
Visit us at brmi.org
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2005 Coney Island Ave 3802 14th Ave
718-854-5400

9020 5th Ave
718-880-3066

6700-02 3rd Ave
718-880-3063

Women’s 

A MOBILE FRIENDLY WAY TO BOOK
APPOINTMENTS AT ALL LOCATIONS

Wishing
Your Family A

Happy & Healthy
Passover

Wishing all the 
women nominees 

a healthy and 
sucessful year

THANK YOU WOMEN OF DISTINCTION!
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June 1, 2017 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
 It is a great pleasure to welcome everyone to Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction Gala 
Dinner and Awards Ceremony. 
 
 New York’s greatest wealth is in the power of its people, and we are proud of our 
residents’ shared sense of responsibility to make a positive impact in communities across the five 
boroughs. Generations of dedicated and tenacious women have shaped and strengthened 
neighborhoods throughout Brooklyn, and their leadership and commitment to service has helped 
guide our city towards a brighter future. Tonight’s event will celebrate some of the many 
outstanding women who have demonstrated a bold commitment to giving back and lifting up 
their fellow New Yorkers. Chirlane and I are proud to join in applauding all those present who 
have been terrific partners in empowering our residents and leading the way to a better 
tomorrow. 
 
 On behalf of the City of New York, congratulations to all of the wonderful women being 
honored this year. Please accept my best wishes for an enjoyable event and continued success. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Bill de Blasio 
Mayor 
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REV. DR. ELIZABETH BUTLER
Protecting and educating Bedford-Stuyvesant’s children

BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA

The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Butler is a 
minister, an author, an activist 
and an educator who remembers 

what a friend — from Philadelphia, 
actually — once told her: “There are 
only two kinds of people in the world; 
those who live in Brooklyn, and those 
who want to live in Brooklyn.” 

Butler is proud to live in the cultur-
ally diverse community of Bedford-
Stuyvesant, where she serves as pas-
tor of the Church of New Beginnings. 

Her work includes preaching, 
teaching, counseling; the adminis-
tration of church affairs, coordinat-
ing weekly services, community out-
reach, and special events. Under her 
guidance, the ministry focuses on 
helping marginalized individuals and 
families — older women, in particular 
— who have suffered trauma and ad-
dictions.

Her plan for the next decade in-
cludes a community engagement proj-
ect that involves children and families 
who have been affected by senseless 
street violence and killings.

“It was inspired by Zurana Horton, 
a mother of 12 who was killed as she 
used her body as a human shield to 
save the lives of children in Browns-

ville,” says Butler, who adds that her 
fi rst book, “More Rivers to Cross,” 
scheduled to be released this year, 
contains a narrative about Horton.

Butler has spent her entire adult 
life protecting and educating chil-
dren. She worked as a New York City 
public school teacher for 30 years — 26 

of them at PS 316 in Prospect Heights 
— before retiring in 2008. Carmen Glo-
ria Rosario Olmedo, who nominated 
Butler to be a Woman of Distinction, 
was the principal at PS 316.

“Elizabeth is such a leader; an ad-
vocate for women and underdogs,” Ol-
medo says. “She is always there when 
you are in trouble.”

In fact, this Woman of Distinction 
is far from “retired,” she merely left 
one successful career to focus more 
fully on her second one — the minis-
try work she’s been involved in since 
1986 and says is “a deep conviction 
that I refer to as my call from God.”

She says Brooklyn is the ideal 
place to be a minister, because its tap-
estry of religion, culture, class and 
race allows her to strive to make it, in 
the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., “a beloved community of accep-
tance.”

Butler credits her mother, Eliza-
beth, for instilling in her the under-
standing that a love of God, family, and 
community are inextricably tied to-
gether. Likewise, her activism can be 
traced to her upbringing. She was one 
of eight siblings who grew up in the 
South in the Jim Crow era, on a share-
cropper’s farm in St. Stephen, S.C.

“Growing up in abject poverty 
motivated me to choose a life’s path 
working for social justice and equal-
ity for children and families in mar-
ginalized communities,” Butler says.

She concedes, however, that reach-
ing those who struggle with unem-
ployment, homelessness, street vio-
lence, drug abuse, and isolation is no 
easy task. On one particularly tough 
day, she asked her son, Efrem, how 
he manages his diffi cult days. She 
was comforted when he answered: “I 
ask myself, ‘What would my mother 
do?’ ”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Bedford-
Stuyvesant.

OCCUPATION: Activist, minister, 
educator. 

COMPANY: Church of New 
Beginnings.

CLAIM TO FAME: Called by God.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Joloff Restaurant on Bedford 
Avenue. I love the delicious 
Senegalese food and the 
atmosphere of the restaurant.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My beloved 
late mother, Elizabeth Butler. She 
demonstrated to me the meaning of 
faith, compassion, and sacrifi ce.

MOTTO: “Learn as if you were to 
live forever, live as if you were to 
die tomorrow.” — Mahatma Gandhi.
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GRISEL AMADOR
Going the extra mile for Sunset Park’s senior population

BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA

Her name is Grisel, her daugh-
ter’s name is Grisel, and her two 
granddaughters’ middle names 

are Grisel. A third granddaughter, as 
yet unborn, is also expected to share 
the name.

In this family, the name “Grisel” 
implies strength.

Grisel Amador drew on her 
strength as a single mom, born in 
Puerto Rico speaking only Spanish, 
to raise three children and a niece by 
herself, learn to speak English, and 
earn a bachelor’s degree in Science of 
Human Services from Brooklyn’s Bo-
ricua College.

At that point, her professional 
journey was just beginning. In 1988, 
she joined the United Senior Center 
of Sunset Park as a bilingual case-
worker. Ten years later, she was 
named executive director, a position 
she holds to this day.

In that role, she’s involved in “ev-
erything” that affects the lives of the 
senior citizens who use the facility. 
Amador oversees the daily planned 
activities for those who come to the 
center, making sure they receive 
breakfast, lunch, and other services. 
She’s also in charge of the Commu-

nity Emergency Response Team, en-
suring the facility is open even dur-
ing snowstorms, so that its elderly 
patrons have two solid meals and 
a warm place to spend the day. The 
center is already staffed with trans-
lators, but Amador wants to do more: 
she plans to learn Chinese to better 

communicate with the growing num-
bers of Chinese-speaking seniors who 
come there.

Asked why she keeps striving to go 
that extra mile for the senior center’s 
patrons, she answers simply, “I like 
to help people.”

When the center needed a new el-
evator to transport seniors to the 
third fl oor location, Amador encour-
aged the elderly clientele to show up 
in large numbers, every day, to sup-
port it. The daily turnout “touched 
me and touched everyone,” she says. 
“Community Board 7 and our local 
politicians helped us get the new el-
evator.”

This Woman of Distinction’s en-
during desire to be of service to oth-
ers extends outside the walls of the 
senior center; she’s a member of Com-
munity Board 7, has received numer-
ous certifi cates for her work in the 
Sunset Park community, and was 
the proud recipient of a Humanitar-
ian Award from former Kings County 
District Attorney Charles J. Hynes.

Most of all, she is proud of her 
three children. Her daughter, Grisel, 
is a social worker, her middle son, 
Justin, served in the Navy, earning 
his bachelor’s degree there, and her 

younger son, Malek, works in the ho-
tel industry in Florida.

Amador has made “giving back” a 
family affair. They have all worked at 
Maimonides Medical Center at some 
point in their lives — she and her 
sons as volunteers, her daughter in 
the hospital’s administrative offi ce.

Amador’s colleague, Xiomara 
Martinez, a colleague of Amador’s 
at the senior center, who nominated 
her for this award, said: “My co-work-
ers and I are very proud to work with 
such a wonderful, caring person.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Sunset Park.

OCCUPATION: Executive director.

COMPANY: United Senior Center 
of Sunset Park.

CLAIM TO FAME: Treating people 
with respect and dignity.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
United Senior Center of Sunset 
Park. Also: My apartment, a 
private place to rest and think 
about the future.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My daughter, 
Grisel, a social worker, and single 
mom who fi nished her Master’s 
degree, and self-published a book 
that helps seniors learn about 
benefi ts which may be available to 
them.

MOTTO: Work hard to get what 
you want.
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HEATHER CUCCIA
Found her true calling in volunteering to help children

BY SHNIEKA L. JOHNSON
Heather Cuccia has spent 15 

years working in the health care 
industry, but it was philanthropy 
that was her calling since her teen 
years. 

“I got involved in philanthropy 
during my senior year of high 
school in 1996 at Bishop Kearney,” 
said Ms. Cuccia. “I started an or-
ganization ‘Forgotten Children’ at 
St. Francis College to provide chil-
dren ages 2 months to 19 years af-
fected by the AIDS virus with en-
joyment of life through celebration 
throughout the seasons.” 

Since her time as a young adult, 
children and philanthropy have 
had great inf luence on her. She 
does not hesitate to help children.

Cuccia still does a great deal of 
volunteering and performing. She 
performs the National Anthem 
for the Daily News Golden Gloves 
events, various military and vet-
eran events held at the Fort Ham-
ilton Army Base, as well as MCU 
Park for the Brooklyn Cyclones. 
She also volunteers with Wreaths 
Across America, which provides 
wreaths to honor fallen soldiers. 

Often, this Woman of Distinc-

tion is able to use her talent and 
love for singing to give back and 
make change in her community 
and greater Brooklyn. 

“I enjoy volunteering my vo-
cal talent to perform the National 

Anthem for various events and 
organizations,” said Cuccia. “I 
also volunteer my marketing and 
development experience to vari-
ous organizations in the borough 
of Brooklyn, such as Operation 
Birthday Party, which provides 
homeless children and children in 
battered women’s shelters with a 
monthly birthday party.”

Maria Nitti, president of Oper-
ation Birthday Party, noted that 
she met Cuccia about two years 
ago, when she started to donate 
her time for Operation Birthday 
Party. 

“[Heather] later took a bigger 
role at the organization during the 
holiday season, when she stepped 
in and got donations and even ran 
a party,” said Nitti. “It is very rare 
that you find someone that will 
donate their time for strangers. 
Overall, she is a great person. She 
is kind, loving and sincere.”

“I may not have everything I 
want, but with the career that I’ve 
had, the people that I’ve had in 
my life — I have it all,” she said. 
“There’s a lot of selfishness in this 
world that I’ve seen in my lifetime. 
There is no time to be selfish,” she 

added. “In my heart, I know that 
people see your talent and enable 
you. It’s like when an artist (like 
Monet) painted paintings — you 
walk into a room and you want to 
perform for people. You give them 
a canvas, the words and the story 
is told through their eyes.” 

The use of her natural talents to 
helps others makes her a Woman 
of Distinction.

NEIGHBORHOOD: I was 
brought up in Marine Park, and 
now reside in Bensonhurst.

OCCUPATION: Senior physican 
advocate.

COMPANY: United Healthcare.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN 
PLACE: The most beautiful 
place with a view of the bridge, 
the Bluff on Fort Hamilton Army 
Base.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: I admire 
my mother, Louisa Cuccia, a 
teacher of 47 years. She had 
a presence over children — she 
had a presence, not just a voice 
— and if I could do that for just 
one second in the presence of 
the children I volunteer with, 
that is a blessing.

MOTTO: Everybody is given 
blessings when they’re born—
everything else is an added 
bonus.
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Every year the Brooklyn’s Women of distinction organization recognizes several women who 
have consistently gone above and beyond the call of duty in giving back to their community 

by giving them a Brooklyn’s women of distinction award. Big Apple Props would like to
congratulate all the recipients of this award and especially someone who has a heart of 

gold. Someone who has taught so much about forgiveness, giving back to the community, 
giving back to those in need, and treating everyone like you would your own family.

She is everyone’s first phone call when they are in need. From fundraisers to helping
strangers she has proven she is a Women of Distinction. She is the foundation of our family 

and without her we would not be standing.

We are honored to congratulate Brigitte Zabbatino for receiving 
this beautiful award and want to thank her for reminding us

everyone can make a difference!

Big Apple Props
2047 Flatbush Ave
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11234

718-951-0150
“If you can imagine it, we will create it”

Bigappleprops.com
Instagram.com/bigapplepropsnyc

Facebook: Big Apple Props
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MARIA D’ALESSANDRO
Second-generation volunteer gives back to Marine Park

BY ILY GOYANES

Maria D’Alessandro wants to be 
remembered as a caring per-
son who did her best for all 

she met along life’s journey. Con-
sidering how dedicated she is to her 
family and her community, we’re 
sure that is exactly how she will be 
remembered. 

D’Alessandro was born in Brook-
lyn, and attended local schools — 
PS 207, IS 278, John Dewey High 
School, and Kingsborough Com-
munity College. She has truly em-
braced all that Brooklyn has to of-
fer and has dedicated her life to 
giving back to her beloved borough 
and its residents.

Both D’Alessandro’s parents 
were volunteers in her Marine Park 
neighborhood, and she has contin-
ued their legacy. In 1986, she joined 
the Marine Park Civic board of di-
rectors, serving as a board member 
and chairwoman of the board.

“I remained there until 2012 when 
I and several others in the commu-
nity decided that an organization 
was needed directly for the park it-
self,” says D’Alessandro. “We estab-
lished the Marine Park Alliance 
Corp in 2013 of which I am the execu-

tive vice president.” She also serves 
as the volunteer coordinator and 
event planner for the Alliance.

During the years she has also 
donated her time and energy to the 
Hendrick I. Lott House, Cub Scout 
Pack 353, and the 63rd Precinct Com-
munity Council.

D’Alessandro’s friends and fam-
ily have long admired her selfless 
dedication to helping others; one of 
her biggest admirers is her husband 
of 33 years, Charles D’Alessandro.

“I admire everything about her. 
The fact that she is amazing and 
she doesn’t even know it,” he says. 
“She is a selfless person who treats 
everyone the way she would like to 
be treated. She cares with her whole 
heart, pays attention to every detail, 
and it shows.”

He added that his wife truly 
adores Marine Park, the “small com-
munity in a big city,” where she was 
raised, and also has a special place 
in her heart for her home borough, 
saying that Brooklyn “has so much 
to offer, and still has that small-
town feeling.”

Family friend Kristy DiCarlo had 
more words of praise for this Woman 
of Distinction.

“She does so much for the com-
munity. Maria is very humble, very 
humble — she does not look for rec-
ognition. She’s civic-minded, puts 
herself out there, spends a lot of 
time volunteering, doing park clean-
ups, serving as president of the as-
sociation dedicated to the park — 

it’s truly amazing what she’s gotten 
done. She’s just an all-around good 
person, a very deserving person.”

If she were able to trade places 
with anyone and hold any position 
anywhere in the world, say, presi-
dent or queen, D’Alessandro says 
she wouldn’t, insisting her favor-
ite position is the one she currently 
holds.

“I hold that position right here, 
every day as a loving partner to my 
life partner, mother to my two sons 
Charles and Carmine, daughter to 
my parents, and a caregiver to the 
people that touch my life each day,” 
says D’Alessandro.

NEIGHBORHOOD: Marine Park.

OCCUPATION: Title closer.

COMPANY: Self-employed.

CLAIM TO FAME: Second-
generation community volunteer 
and steward of Marine Park for 
future generations. 

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Marine Park.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother 
RoseMarie Carro. She was and 
is a wonderful wife, mother, and 
volunteer.

MOTTO: “You must be the 
change you wish to see in the 
world.” – Mahatma Gandhi
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Gala Dinner
& 

Award Ceremony
Thursday, June 1, 2017

8023 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11228

To attend please call Jennifer Stern 

at 718-260-8302 
or email jstern@cnglocal.com

Katie Goodman is an award-winning musical comic, actress, author, speaker, and social activist. She has been seen on 
Showtime’s The Green Room With Paul Provenza, on Current TV as a pundit, and on TruTV. She recently 
signed with Comedy Dynamics, North American’s largest independent record label, and her new album “Halfway 
Closer To Dead” is available on Itunes, her books on Amazon, and her comedy music videos can be seen, having amassed 
2 million hits on Youtube and several more million on Facebook. Katie is also a featured blogger for The 
Huffi ngton Post, has contributed to O, The Oprah Magazine and is the author of Improvisation For The 
Spirit and the new funny children’s book, The Night Our Parents Went Out. She is a nationally touring keynote 
speaker on the topic of using the tools of improv comedy in every day life. She is the creator and headliner of “Broad 
Comedy,” an internationally touring satirical musical show that she and her husband Soren Kisiel write and direct. Her 
solo show is presently playing in New York City where she received a Time Out New York Critic’s Pick 
for Best Cabaret. She opens an Off-Broadway run of “Broad Comedy” this spring. Katie & Soren 
ran their own theatre company for 15 years acting and directing in over 125 plays. Katie and Soren 
were nominated for The EPIC Award from The White House Project and were also nominated for the 
MacArthur Foundation Genius Grant for their extensive work in theatre. www.KatieGoodman.com

Katie Goodman
Keynote Speaker

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s 2017 Women of Distinction

Grisel Amador
Rev. Elizabeth Butler, PhD
Heather Cuccia
Maria D’Alessandro
Anastasia D’Amato

Denise P. Levine
Hon. Katherine Levine
Violetta Livshiz
Katie Lusso
Aileen McKinnon

Kim Moore
Tonya Ores
Frances Schwartz
Yelena Sokolin
Lola Star

Stephanie Stellaccio
Marina Trofi mov
Candace Woodward
Pauline Yeung-Ha
Brigitte Zabbatino

Alberta Gulotta
Rev DeVanie Jackson
Diana Kane
Nella Khenkin
Pastor Amy Kienzle

HONOREES

Bay Ridge 
Medical 
Imaging
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ANASTASIA D’AMATO 
‘Ice Cream Lady’ is passionate about community service

BY ILY GOYANES

In Marine Park, it’s probably safe 
to say that many folks really like 
ice cream, and that many folks 

really like the “Ice Cream Lady.”
Anastasia D’Amato has become 

famous locally as the “Ice Cream 
Lady,” who manages Sundaes by the 
Park, a neighborhood institution on 
Avenue S in Marine Park. But as it 
turns out, she serves the commu-
nity in more ways than just scoop-
ing up sweet treats. She’s skilled at 
crunching numbers while provid-
ing bookkeeping services to sev-
eral companies, and as a personal 
trainer, shes encourages clients to 
perform crunches.

In all three roles, she does what 
pleases her most — helping others.

“As the Ice Cream Lady, it’s the 
families and the kids that give me 
the greatest joy,” D’Amato says. 
“I have seen families grow, kids 
grow up, celebrate birthdays, cele-
brate the little ones stepping up to 
the next grade and going to the ‘big 
school,’ graduate elementary, mid-
dle and high school. Seen kids off 
to college. It’s like they’re my own 
kids, they are family.”

Sundaes by the Park is ground 

zero for the Ice Cream Lady’s com-
munity service efforts. She orga-
nizes fund-raisers there for such 
groups as Autism Speaks; Hendrick 
I. Lott House; several schools in the 
Marine Park neighborhood, includ-
ing PS 222 and IS 278; the Gerritsen 
Beach Library; Operation Birthday 

Party; Tiny Tots Express and Boy 
Scouts of America. Often, the enter-
tainment featured at these events 
is local, such as the O’Malley Irish 
Dancers, InPerformance Music 
Workshop, and IS 278’s marching 
band.

D’Amato credits her penchant 
for hard work to her mother, who 
she says “worked her butt off to sup-
port me, and raised me to be an in-
dependent woman, not a dependent 
woman.”

Her son, Joseph Junior, under-
stands what it’s like to look up to 
one’s mom.

“She’s not only the best mom, but 
a great friend who I can talk to about 
everything,” he says. “She’s caring, 
nice, smart, beautiful, and the best 
mom any son could ask for.”

D’Amato grew up on Ocean Park-
way and Avenue Z, and spent most 
of her childhood in Coney Island, a 
place that to this day remains her 
favorite in Brooklyn.

“There are so many things that 
I love about Brooklyn, but my all-
time favorite is the Coney Island 
Mermaid Parade,” she says. “Those 
who know me know I march in the 
parade every year.”

This Woman of Distinction is pas-
sionate — about life, work, charity, 
and her old stomping grounds. And 
people are passionate about her.

“We met last September when do-
ing a drive for Operation Birthday 
Party,” says friend Nancy Falco, 
whom D’Amato helped provide Hal-
loween costumes for homeless chil-
dren. “Anastasia hosted a drive in 
her ice cream store and really ral-
lied to get us costumes that we 
needed. She is always supporting 
the public schools and Catholic 
schools in our neighborhood. She 
donates a percentage of sales and 
also out of her pocket. And she re-
ally helps get the word out and rally 
people on social media. I’ve never 
met anybody so caring about our 
neighborhood.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Marine Park.

OCCUPATION: Bookkeeper and 
“Ice Cream Lady.”

COMPANY: Sundaes by the Park.

CLAIM TO FAME: Being the “Ice 
Cream Lady” in my community.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Coney Island.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mom.

MOTTO: I don’t work to be a 
supermodel; I work to be a role 
model. 
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Congratulations, Ice Cream Lady 
Anastasia D’Amato

From Carl Walsh, First Response
WATER EXTRACTION  FIRE CLEANUP & RESTORATION  PACK OUT/STORAGE SERVICE  PIPE BURST 

MOLD REMEDIATION  SMOKE  SOOT & PUFF BACK  TEMPORARY ELECTRIC  SEWAGE
DIRECT INSRUANCE BILLING  24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE CARL WALSH: 917.440.4044
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ALBERTA GULOTTA
Teaching kids the beauty of Romance languages

BY DANIELLE SULLIVAN

The daughter of Italian immi-
grants, Alberta Gulotta grew 
up bilingual in Brooklyn, with 

a deep appreciation for the language 
and culture of her parents’ home-
land. 

That appreciation blossomed into 
love after Gulotta graduated from 
Fontbonne Hall Academy in Bay 
Ridge, when she would travel to Italy 
each summer. Eventually, she stud-
ied abroad in Florence, Italy, earn-
ing a degree in Romance Languages 
and Education and deciding to de-
vote her life to teaching young peo-
ple the beauty of the Italian, Spanish 
and French languages. To achieve 
that goal, she also studied second-
ary education and taught Italian 
and Spanish to children in New York 
City public schools.

Gulotta’s innate love of Romance 
languages ultimately spread out-
side her classrooms. She developed 
unique language programs for chil-
dren in her Dyker Heights neigh-
borhood, and began her own busi-
ness. The Little Language Studio, 
also known as La Scuola Italiana di 
Brooklyn — the home of her original 
children’s Italian Playgroup — and 

The Kidz Cooking Studio are her lat-
est accomplishments.

The Woman of Distinction de-
signed her language immersion 
programs to be fun and interactive, 
using music, hands-on activities, vi-
sual aids, props and toys. They offer 
Italian classes for infants and chil-

dren, including a bilingual Italian 
nursery program, culinary classes 
and a culinary summer camp, as 
well as private cooking parties. She 
keeps her teacher-student ratios 
small, with the motto: All children 
have the power to learn a foreign 
language.

Dyker Heights resident Regina 
Andriolo, who enrolled her son 
Andy, now a teenager, in Gulotta’s 
first children’s language class, said: 
“Her devotion to her young students 
and her enthusiasm for teaching the 
Italian language through immersion 
speaking, song, and art was readily 
apparent.”

“Alberta gives her young Brook-
lyn residents many opportunities 
to expand their knowledge of the 
world outside their own commu-
nity,” said Andriolo, who was hon-
ored as a Woman of Distinction just 
last year. 

“Her language students present a 
wonderful show each spring, entirely 
spoken and sung in Italian, and they 
have also appeared in the Brooklyn 
and Manhattan Columbus Day pa-
rades. These experiences, and the 
many others Alberta provides, build 
self confi dence and knowledge of 

other cultures in our youngsters.”
Among the many accolades Gu-

lotta has received in the 23 years she 
has educated children in the Italian 
language, she is especially proud of 
being named Educator of the Year 
last year by the American Italian 
Educators Association. 

It’s evident that Gulotta’s endur-
ing desire to educate others in lan-
guage is rooted in her love and re-
spect for her Italian heritage.

“I promote bilingualism with 
the goal to preserve the Italian lan-
guage,” she says, “as well as teach 
the culture to children in Brooklyn 
and beyond.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Dyker 
Heights.

OCCUPATION: Owner and 
director, head teacher. 

COMPANY: Little Language 
Studio and The Kidz Cooking 
Studio.

CLAIM TO FAME: Educating 
children for more than 23 years. 

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Under the Brooklyn Bridge. 

WOMAN I ADMIRE: Every 
independent and ambitious 
woman I know. 

MOTTO OR LIFE SAYING: The 
key to a good life is to always be 
happy. 
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REV. DEVANIE JACKSON
Serving up justice —and healthy food — for everyone

BY ILY GOYANES

Rev. DeVanie Jackson has dedicated 
her life to the pursuit of justice — 
specifi cally, food justice.

“I work as a food justice activist 
in Brooklyn,” she explains. “This ad-
vocacy and policy work allows me to 
represent the low-income constituents 
in my program and help them to gain 
access to healthy local foods in places 
where they could use the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program ben-
efi ts closer to home.”

In her ongoing battle against food 
insecurity, Jackson — an ordained 
minister who preaches and teaches at 
a Bedford-Stuyvesant church — works 
closely with academics, politicians, 
community leaders, and other pro-
fessionals. Her award-winning Bed-
Stuy Farm has been recognized by the 
United Nations Commission on Sus-
tainable Development as a model for 
small-scale farming. 

This Woman of Distinction co-
founded — along with her husband, the 
Rev. Robert Ennis Jackson — the Brook-
lyn Rescue Mission Urban Harvest 
Center, along with the Urban Harvest 
Center food pantry, an award-winning, 
supermarket-style, appointment-based 
community food bank.

In addition to her advocacy work, 
her husband most admires his wife’s 
dedication to their community.

“I am glad she’s being honored,” he 
said. “She’s been servicing the commu-
nity for the last 18 years, feeding folks, 

encouraging folks, helping educate 
young people. She’s done work without 
seeking out a lot of attention. My wife 
is a person of kindness, a person of in-
tellect, always wishing and hoping and 
looking for the best in people.”

Devanie humbly says: “My profes-
sional goal is to refl ect God’s hope and 
love through feeding food insecure 
families and children. As the director 
[of the Urban Harvest Center], I have 
been able to feed healthy food to more 
than 800 families monthly. In addition, 
with donations from food-funders, cor-
porations and the community, I have 
been able to distribute compassionate 
care items to families who are in need 
of a fresh start in life.”

DeVanie grew up watching her 
mother, Bernice D. Morris, prepare 
plates of food to distribute to the el-
derly and sick or struggling neighbors 
year-round, especially on Sundays 
and holidays. Even as she became in-
volved in missionary work as an adult, 
she never forgot that people in her own 
community were going hungry.

“My favorite part of the job is help-
ing individuals, seniors and fami-
lies with children stay well-fed, with 
healthy foods, meats and fresh pro-
duce,” she says. “Everyone who visits 

our program has an opportunity to 
have access to food if they are hungry 
and in need.”

Jackson is also passionate about 
the borough where she was born and 
raised — especially in springtime.

“Spring is my favorite season in 
Brooklyn; it is the season of rebirth, 
especially on the farm and garden. 
The return of the fruiting and fl ower-
ing plants and trees from winter and 
the opportunity to prepare the earth to 
produce food to nourish and beautify 
our community is spiritually, men-
tally and physically uplifting.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Bedford-
Stuyvesant.

OCCUPATION: Mission pastor 
and director of programs.

COMPANY: Brooklyn Rescue 
Mission Urban Harvest Center.

CLAIM TO FAME: I am a Bible 
teacher and a person of prayer 
who believes that God pre-
destines all of us to be successful 
in life.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
The Bed-Stuy Farm in spring 
or any community garden in 
Brooklyn.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother, 
Bernice D. Morris. 

MOTTO: Everyone has a basic 
human right to healthy food.
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Our Partners:
Judith D. Grimaldi, Esq.

Pauline Yeung-Ha, Esq.

Joanne Seminara, Esq.

Regina Kiperman, Esq.

9201 Fourth Avenue, 6th Fl.

Brooklyn, New York 11209

546 Fifth Avenue, 6th Fl.

New York, New York 10036

Pauline Yeung-Ha, Esq.

Our law �irm provides the
following services:

Long-Term Care Planning
Medicaid/Asset Protection

House Transfers

Supplemental Needs Trusts

Trusts & Estates
Estate & Tax Planning

Estate Administration

Wills & Trusts

Advance Directives
Power of Attorney

Health Care Proxy

Living Will

Business Succession
Buy-Sell Agreements

Business Valuation

Asset Protection

We are proud to
congratulate

Pauline Yeung-Ha
Named as one of

Brooklyn’s Women
of Distinction 2017!

Tel: (718) 238-6960  Fax: (718) 238-3091  www.gylawny.com

Attorney Advertising
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DIANA KANE 
Designer aims to bring people together for gender equality

BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA

Feminism. For Diana Kane, it’s 
more than a movement, it’s a 
way of life.

She is proud to call herself a 
feminist; it’s what motivated her 
to gather three busloads of Brook-
lynites at her Diana Kane Boutique 
on Fifth Avenue in Park Slope — at 
4 am on a cold January morning — 
for the ride to the Women’s March 
on Washington, D.C.

One of the more popular items 
sold on her website, www.diana-
kane.com, is a T-shirt that bears a 
single word — “feminist” — in gold 
letters on the front. A percentage 
of the sales of the shirts is donated 
to the Brooklyn organization Girls 
For Gender Equity.

“It is my deepest pleasure to 
bring people together around com-
mon goals,” said the Woman of 
Distinction, who added that she is 
happy that people are embracing 
feminism and discussing gender 
equality as a basic human right.

The T-shirt helps initiate such 
conversations — and not just with 
adults. Kane designed them for kids, 
too, because both her sons, Max, 14, 

and Otto, 9, expressed interest in 
wearing them. 

“Turning a new generation into 
feminists is deeply gratifying,” she 
said.

Her sons joined her at the Wom-
en’s March, which she calls “a pow-

erful, hopeful, inclusive and enliv-
ening experience.” Kane said it was 
rewarding to have been part of an 
historic moment that demonstrated 
how millions of people could assem-
ble peacefully to send an important 
message.

Her boutique reflects the same 
sense of community and activism. 
The fashion collections she sells 
there — many of them handmade 
— emphasize sustainable and eco-
friendly materials, as well as brands 
made in the United States.

Kane believes that more than a 
shopping destination, her shop is a 
place where women can connect, re-
plenish, share — and gather to gain 
strength from each other. She said 
that during her 15 years there, “I’ve 
had the privilege of watching many 
transitions in women’s lives. They 
move from being single, to becom-
ing part of a couple, then uncou-
pling, and then moving on to new 
relationships. There are also the 
professional achievements, and is-
sues that come up with children, 
aging, growth, and personal loss. I 
hope that I’m part of the fabric of 
our community, and that I contrib-

ute to people experiencing success 
in their lives on a day-to-day level.”

Lynn Harris, a friend and a past 
Woman of Distinction, praised 
Kane for using her boutique “to pro-
mote change, justice, and empower-
ment, all with a bit of bling. She’s a 
shining, sparkling example of how 
hyperlocal action and community 
contribute to real momentum for 
national change.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Park Slope.

OCCUPATION: Retailer, 
designer, activist.

COMPANY: Diana Kane, Inc.

CLAIM TO FAME: Making the 
community a better place; 
making feminism in vogue. 

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Prospect Park. It is beautiful, 
inclusive, active, and the scene 
of so many sweet moments in my 
life, including where my husband 
and I got married.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, for her steadfast 
perseverance, tenacity and 
grace in the face of sexism and 
opposition. And also for her 
rational, considered arguments. 

MOTTO: The personal is political. 
Do what you can.
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NELLA KHENKIN
Offering hugs and laughs to patients most in need

BY SHNIEKA L. JOHNSON

Nella Khenkin has been a social 
worker at Maimonides Cancer 
Center for the past 20 years, 

but even now, she doesn’t do it for 
the money. She does it, she says, for 
the hugs.

Khenkin’s job brings her in con-
stant contact with cancer survivors 
of varying ages, cultures and ethnic 
backgrounds, and requires a con-
siderable amount of dedication and 
energy.

“I help them while they are go-
ing through their cancer journey, 
starting from diagnosis and carry-
ing on through ongoing treatment, 
remission, survivorship, wellness, 
life celebration and sometimes with 
disease progression and end-of-life 
issues,” she said. “The rewards for 
my job lie in areas other than finan-
cial, such as my patients’ achieve-
ments and progress. It is about my 
patients’ gratitude, their smiles, 
tears, hugs, and prayers. It is im-
portant to me to have an emotional 
connection with the patients.”

Before coming to work at Maimo-
nides Cancer Center, Khenkin was 
employed by the New York Associa-
tion for New Americans [NYANA], 

a large resettlement agency serving 
new immigrants. Even then, she 
says, “I always knew about myself 
that I wanted to work at a people-
oriented agency.”

She found such a place at the 

cancer center, where, the Woman 
of Distinction says, “I appreciate 
the patients’ trust and letting me 
be with them at the critical moment 
of their lives. I am inspired and in 
awe of their spirit, and gain wisdom 
and perspective from working with 
the patients and our medical team. I 
feel good about helping people, mak-
ing a difference in their lives, eas-
ing their suffering and helping so-
ciety.”

 Khenkin’s co-workers value her 
attitude.

Marilyn Stoch, who worked with 
Khenkin at NYANA, calls her “an 
extraordinary person and an excep-
tional social worker. She is the most 
genuine person I know.”

Tao Wen Fu, a co-worker at the 
cancer center, said: “There are al-
ways tears, as well as laughter, in 
[Khenkin’s] office. “Her unique hu-
mor is the best therapy. Whenever 
there is a problem, she advocates 
and fights for her patients until the 
mission is completed. She touches 
patients’ lives in many ways that 
are compassionate and personal.”

Fu added that she was hired as a 
social worker at the cancer center 
about a year and a half ago.

“Before that, [Khenkin] was 
managing all the social work-re-
lated issues for the whole center by 
herself; which I still have no idea 
how she was able to do it,” Fu said. 
“It is an honor and a pleasure to 
know and work with such an amaz-
ing woman. “I was so pleased to 
learn that she was nominated [as a 
Woman of Distinction] and it is so 
well-deserved.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Sunset Park.

OCCUPATION: Social worker.

COMPANY: Maimonides Cancer 
Center.

CLAIM TO FAME: Sense 
of humor. My patients and 
colleagues are amazed that I am 
able to use my sense of humor at 
my difficult job. It helps lighten 
the mood, and allows me to 
connect with people.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Home.

WOMEN I ADMIRE: It is not 
just one. I have the greatest 
respect for my patients, who 
are primarily women, for their 
courage in fighting cancer and 
still being able to enjoy life 
despite the difficulties they face.

MOTTO: “The way I see it, if you 
want the rainbow, you gotta put 
up with the rain.” (attributed to 
Dolly Parton).
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REV. AMY KIENZLE
Bringing different faiths together and making church cool

BY ILY GOYANES

The Rev. Amy Kienzle is not your 
ordinary pastor; in fact, she 
proudly calls herself: “the coolest 

pastor I know.”
Kienzle grew up on Long Island, 

and studied at New York University, 
where she earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in medieval and renaissance 
studies with a focus in art history. Af-
ter graduating from NYU, she earned 
a Masters of Divinity degree from the 
Lutheran School of Theology at Chi-
cago, and spent the fi rst several years 
of her ministry career in Michigan.

But New York wanted her back, 
and she came “home” to serve as the 
mission development pastor at the 
Park Church Co-op in Greenpoint. 

“As a mission developer, I am 
charged with building a new commu-
nity centered around a Christian wor-
ship community,” she explains. “At 
the Park Church Co-op we broaden 
what it means to be a church to in-
clude people who are not Christian in 
the work of fulfi lling our vision. We 
believe we all need to work together 
for the better of our neighborhood and 
our world.”

Kienzle says working at the Co-op 
allows her to do what she loves most 

— meet and get to know the people 
in her community, “where resources 
are shared and mutual care is ex-
pressed.”

From all accounts, she’s been 
quite successful at bringing people to-
gether.

Julia Moak, a friend who met Kien-

zle through her neighborhood blog, 
“The Greenpointers,” says: “Under 
Pastor Amy’s leadership, the Park 
Church Co-Op has gone beyond what 
is expected of a local church, to be-
come a neighborhood hub that brings 
the community together for a range 
of issues and activities. It has hosted 
cultural events such as farmers’ mar-
kets, concerts, dance parties, as well 
as open meetings for topics such as 
safety concerns.

“One cold winter, the church pro-
vided temporary shelter for the home-
less against some resistance by neigh-
bors,” Moak added. “Amy is someone 
who has a proven track record of sup-
porting everyone in the neighborhood 
in an inclusive way while standing 
her ground to do what is right.”

Her neighborhood outreach didn’t 
stop there; in the spring and summer 
of 2016 Kienzle participated in a local 
“Haircuts for the Homeless” program, 
and routinely opens the doors to her 
church to provide meeting space for 
community groups.

This Woman of Distinction’s love 
for Brooklyn is undeniable, and bor-
ders on the spiritual.

“It’s the neighborhood feel that you 
get walking down a block of brown-

stones or three-fl oor homes,” she says. 
“And of course, the people you meet 
who have grown up here and have 
managed to hang on through gentri-
fi cation.” Kienzle even named her dog 
after the borough.

“I have a dog, Brooklyn,” says Kien-
zle. “I found him at the Humane Soci-
ety when I was in Michigan. I chose 
his name as a connection to home long 
before we ended up in Greenpoint.” 

Asked to describe herself in one 
sentence, she responds: “Amy loves a 
good beer, the company of good people 
and the privilege of the work God has 
given her to do.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Greenpoint.

OCCUPATION: Mission 
Development Pastor.

COMPANY: The Park Church Co-
op.

CLAIM TO FAME: “The coolest 
pastor I know!”

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Radagest Hall and Biergarten and 
Brooklyn Bridge Park.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mentor 
and professor from seminary, 
Audrey. She has a wise way of 
assessing a situation and offering 
practical advice, and she’s not 
afraid to get snarky sometimes. 

MOTTO: Jesus loves you just as 
you are. 
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DENISE P. LEVINE
Psychotherapist uses art as a therapeutic instrument

BY DANIELLE SULLIVAN

P sychotherapist Denise Levine 
might call herself just a regu-
lar Brooklyn gal, but to her pa-

tients and students, she is so much 
more.

Levine grew up in Midwood and 
attended Lafayette High School. 
From there, she studied early 
childhood education at Kingsbor-
ough Community College, and then 
earned a Bachelor of Arts at Hunter 
College, then a master’s degree in 
social work from the Hunter Col-
lege School of Social Work. She has 
lived and worked in Bergen Beach 
as a psychotherapist in private 
practice for close to 30 years, and is 
also an artist, skilled in painting, 
drawing and sculpture, who uses 
art as a therapeutic instrument.

“My main goal in life is to sup-
port people in their healing pro-
cess,” Levine says. “I try to accom-
plish this as a psychotherapist and 
as an artist. As an artist I share 
my paintings on social media a few 
times a day along with a positive, 
life-affirming message.”

Throughout her career, Levine 
has volunteered and worked for a 
variety of community efforts. In 

the 1970s, she led a successful pro-
test to help restore funding for The 
Brooklyn Public Libraries, became 
president of the Ryder Community 
Library Friends’ Group, was a del-
egate to the Governor’s Conference 

on Libraries, and ran, as a volun-
teer, a children’s art program on 
the Pueblo Reservation in Taos, 
N.M. 

She has also worked as a New 
York City public school teacher, a 
school-based social worker, and 
as a program coordinator for the 
Mother Child Home Program for 
Project Even Start. Levine is the 
co-founder of The Healing House, 
an experiential learning and med-
itation center in upstate New York.

Currently, Levine is a volunteer 
teacher in the Aging Mastery Pro-
gram at Kingsborough Community 
College, where she met 88-year-old 
Vince Blazewicz, who has taken 
classes at the college to stay busy 
since his wife died five years ago. 
He says he was immediately im-
pressed by Levine’s positive spirit.

“I loved hearing her speak. She 
is a very funny lady and we had an 
instant chemistry,” Blazewicz said. 
“She has helped so many people in 
the borough.”

This Woman of Distinction’s giv-
ing attitude was shaped, in part, by 
personal tragedy.

“I had a great deal of adversity in 
my youth,” she said. “I had cancer 

at a very young age, in addition to 
losing three close family members 
to sudden death. I was determined 
to make my life a meaningful one 
and to help others.” Now, Levine 
helps her patients take adversity in 
their lives and transform it.

“I provide psychotherapy and 
art therapy in a safe and soothing 
environment, she says. “My home 
is a healing center.”

Levine’s art will be on display 
in a solo show The Jamaica Bay 
Wildlife Refuge Gallery, start-
ing on May 6 and running for two 
months.

NEIGHBORHOOD: Bergen 
Beach.

OCCUPATION: Psychotherapist 
and artist.

COMPANY: Denise P. Levine, 
L.C.S.W., P.C.; Denise P. Levine, 
Inc.

CLAIM TO FAME: People have 
frequently told me that they are 
encouraged by my optimistic and 
enthusiastic approach to life.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Maya Angelou.

MOTTO: It’s not what happens 
to you in life, it’s what you do 
with it.
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HON. KATHERINE A. LEVINE
Sparring in the courthouse to deliver justice

BY ILY GOYANES

Kings County Supreme Court 
Justice Katherine A. Levine 
lives in a full house. It includes 

her husband, family therapist Dr. 
Monty Weinstein; her two daugh-
ters — college student Sophia, and 
Moira, who will enter La Guardia 
High School for the Performing Arts 
in the fall; and a veritable menag-
erie of four-legged friends: two res-
cue dogs, three rescue cats, and two 
turtles.

This Woman of Distinction 
proudly calls herself “a devoted 
mom and wife,” but her home life is 
only half of her story. The other half 
is her life at the courthouse, where 
each year, Levine presides over 
thousands of motions, as well as 
jury and non-jury trials regarding 
defamation, contracts, labor, torts, 
and many more legal matters. 

Levine graduated from Hunter 
College High School, then Cornell 
University’s School of Industrial 
and Labor Relations, then the Uni-
versity of Maryland School of Law. 
As devoted as she is to her family, 
she’s equally devoted to her work.

“Imparting justice in a thought-
ful and equitable manner. I enjoy 

sparring with attorneys to get to 
the actual legal and factual points 
of their cases and also enjoy writing 
decisions on novel and important is-
sues of law. I am in constant awe of 
the power vested in Supreme Court 
justices to rule upon issues that 
have an important impact upon the 

citizens of this borough.”
Even before ascending to the 

bench, Levine achieved milestones 
as an attorney, one of which was rep-
resenting the Yonkers Federation of 
Teachers during the remedy phase 
of the famous Yonkers school deseg-
regation case. 

In the same way Levine has a 
deep love for family, furry friends, 
and the legal profession, she also 
has a deep affection for the borough 
of Brooklyn.

“My grandfather would walk me 
home from school and we would have 
egg creams and salted pretzels every 
day,” the judge remembers. These 
days, she adds, “Michael’s [Restau-
rant] is our home away from home. 
We have celebrated almost every 
family occasion there and I have met 
many of my friends from politics at 
the restaurant.”

As if family and her career as a 
jurist weren’t enough, Levine has 
served on the board of directors of 
the Kings Bay YM-YWHA and on 
the regional board of the Anti-Defa-
mation League, and is active in her 
synagogue and on the School Lead-
ership Team of PS 215. 

With all of Levine’s accomplish-

ments, including both professional 
and personal, it is not hard to imag-
ine that people will remember her the 
way she wishes to be remembered: 
“A fair and compassionate jurist; a 
loyal friend; and a giving, loving and 
honest mother and wife. I also want 
my friends to remember the part of 
me that loves to dance and laugh and 
be ironic,” adds Levine jokingly. 

NEIGHBORHOOD: Madison.

OCCUPATION: Justice of the 
Supreme Court.

COMPANY: State of New York, 
Kings County Supreme Court.

CLAIM TO FAME: Became 
Justice of Supreme Court after 
many years of running for the 
position. Developed expertise in 
First Amendment and academic 
freedom while working as an 
attorney for the New York 
State United Teachers. Also, I 
am a dedicated mother of two 
daughters, and wife of Dr. Monty 
Weinstein.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Michael’s of Brooklyn; Marco Polo 
Ristorante in Carroll Gardens, and 
Verandah Park in Cobble Hill.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: Meryl Streep 
for being a brilliant actress and 
taking chances in her roles while 
also being a political activist.

MOTTO: It is what it is.
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Michael’s of Brooklyn  
Congratulates the Ice Cream Lady 

Anastasia  
D’Amato 

Michael’s
2929 AVENUE R  BROOKLYN, NEW YORK  718.998.7851  MICHAELSOFBROOKLYN.COM

2049 Flatbush Ave  Brooklyn, NY 11234
 718-377-4535  unforgettable2049@gmail.com

To Brigitte Zabbatino
Congratulations for a job well done.  

You have made Unforgettable Events a special place where people’s dream events come
to life.  We are so proud to work together with you making that happen.  

Best of Wishes from the Staff of Unforgettable Events and from:

Christina Zabbatino, Maria Zabbatino, Toni Ann Ugliano, Donna Scalice,
Trish Caparelli, Janice Roppola, and Florence Jones.

Ana D ’Amato:
To Ana a.k.a Ice Cream Lady

I’m so proud of you and your nomination.

It has been a privilege getting to know you 
and an honor to be your friend. 

You have accomplished so many 
wonderful achievements and are nothing but selfless.

May you always be the wonderful 
and caring person you are. 

Much love and congrats again xoxo, Melissa

Congratulations,
DIANA KANE!

Everything you touch turns to #FEMINISTGOLD
Much love from your fans.

Aliza, Janna, Jean, Lynn, Shira
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KATIE LUSSO
Seeks out and profi les Brooklynites making a difference
BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA 

Katie Lusso’s profession is re-
porting about Brooklynites 
who make a difference in their 

communities — this time, she’s the 
one recognized for doing so. 

Lusso is the morning reporter 
on News 12 Brooklyn, and presents 
the “Bravo! Brooklyn!” feature seg-
ments that profile outstanding in-
dividuals, many of whom are nomi-
nated by viewers.

Those feel-good reports give 
voice to those who might not ordi-
narily have their tales told, and fo-
cus on positive events in the bor-
ough, offering some refreshment in 
a world where negative news domi-
nates. 

“I believe that everyone has a 
story, and I enjoy having the oppor-
tunity to share their stories,” Lusso 
says. Some of those include the sto-
ries of Lt. Michael Almonte of the 
Brooklyn North command, who 
plays basketball with local kids in 
an effort to steer them on the right 
path; “Ice Cream Girl” Maria Cam-
panella of Bensonhurst, who bright-
ens the neighborhood with joy and 
laughter; and Canarsie firefighter 
Jose Cordero, who keeps the com-

munity in shape with his fitness 
classes.

The “Bravo! Brooklyn!” series 
has been nominated for a New York 
Emmy, and if it wins, Lusso, 29, 
will need to find room to showcase 

yet another award. She already has 
one New York Emmy — for “Day-
time Newscast,” earned in 2015. She 
won a New York Associated Press 
Broadcasters Award for Best Spot 
News Coverage for her piece “Rabbi 
— Child Porn” that same year, and 
a Deadline Club Award for “Televi-
sion Spot Reporting” in 2016.

Lusso was born and raised on 
Long Island, and her first on-air 
position was at a CBS affiliate in 
West Virginia, but she now happily 
resides in Bay Ridge. She finds it a 
huge advantage to live in the bor-
ough about which she reports.

“I’ve always believed that the 
way to become the best journalist 
you can be, is to be a part of the com-
munity you’re responsible for cover-
ing,” she says. Lusso noted that her 
News 12 reports are “hyperlocal,” 
meaning “they can directly impact 
the people I live alongside of.”

Lusso’s passion about everything 
in which she becomes is what mo-
tivated Joe Gillette, a volunteer for 
the American Cancer Society, to 
nominate her for Women of Distinc-
tion honors. The effort she put into 
fund-raising for the Society “gave us 
the attention that brought us to the 

next level,” he said.
The fight against cancer is a 

cause especially dear to the Woman 
of Distinction, because her mother, 
Beverly, is a breast cancer survi-
vor. Paying it forward runs in the 
family, because Beverly, and Lus-
so’s dad, Charles, make it a point to 
visit nursing homes with their three 
therapy dogs, offering comfort to 
residents there.

Lusso is always on the lookout for 
a good story, and encourages Brook-
lynites to contact her at KLusso@
news12.com to nominate a person 
to be considered for “Bravo! Brook-
lyn!”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Bay Ridge.

OCCUPATION: Journalist.

COMPANY: News 12 Brooklyn.

CLAIM TO FAME: Pointing out 
Brooklyn’s positivity.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
I love sitting along the water by 
the Verrazano Bridge with my 
dog.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: Beverly 
Lusso, my mother. She has 
overcome so much, and still 
manages to stay positive, strong 
and always put family first.

MOTTO: Find something you 
love, and figure out a way to get 
paid for it.
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VIOLETTA LIVSHIZ
Starting her own business to get nutritious meals to seniors

BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA

F ounding a nonprofi t organization 
isn’t unusual; founding one at the 
relatively young age of 25 may be 

less common.
But that’s exactly what Violetta 

Livshiz did when — inspired by her 
father’s struggle with diabetes — she 
formed Nutritious Plate, Inc., a com-
pany that provides hot meals and nu-
tritional information to the elderly 
and disabled.

“It saddens me to see how many 
older adults are living with chronic 
disease,” she says. “About 80 percent 
of the elderly have at least one; three-
quarters are battling two or more. 
These statistics are shocking.”

But Livshiz fi rmly believes it is 
never too late to change, and said Nu-
tritious Plate is proud to help seniors 
make healthier choices — “one plate at 
a time.” 

Education plays a big part in con-
vincing the elderly to make smart di-
etary decisions, she says, so Nutritious 
Plate retains a team of medical profes-
sionals and dieticians to offer semi-
nars on how food impacts health. 

Of course, a chuckle a day also 
helps keep the doctor at bay. That’s 
why recipients will fi nd a cucumber in 

every food package that is distributed, 
a nod to a participant who approached 
Livshiz at the end of one such seminar, 
and said, with a smile: “It seems the 
only food safe to eat these days is a cu-
cumber.” 

She smiled, and then she smiled 
again, when he shared how motivated 

and optimistic he felt after listening to 
the seminar lecturer.

The Woman of Distinction treasures 
moments like these, as the decision to 
create a nonprofi t  had its roadblocks. 
Her family was always very support-
ive. Her husband helped fi nd the fi rst 
keynote speaker. Her mother stepped 
in to babysit the couple’s 1-year-old 
son. Yet Livshiz had her own fears to 
tackle; she had no idea how to go about 
starting a nonprofi t , or how to operate 
a business. At times it was overwhelm-
ing, but in hindsight, she realizes 
those early challenges “pushed me to 
fi ght to better the lives of our commu-
nity members.”

Three years later, her vision is 
bearing fruit. Participants who attend 
Nutritious Plate seminars get to meet 
and talk with others who share their 
trials and triumphs. In turn, such so-
cial contact helps them better man-
age their symptoms and lead healthier 
lifestyles.

“Brooklyn has a very distinct sense 
of community,” says Livshiz, who grew 
up in Sheepshead Bay. “Every day it 
surprises me how complete strangers 
try to help one another.”

Thanks to the support of generous 
sponsors, Nutritious Plate is free to 

participants. People can sign up for 
home meal deliveries, or receive a food 
package when they come to the semi-
nars. 

The company’s dietitian, Diana 
Rafailova, nominated Livshiz to be a 
Woman of Distinction, saying: “Vio-
letta is a very hard-working and kind-
hearted person which shows through 
all the work she does. I have been very 
honored to work alongside her for this 
wonderful cause.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Sheepshead 
Bay–Brighton Beach.

OCCUPATION: Founder and 
director.

COMPANY: Nutritious Plate.

CLAIM TO FAME: Creating 
a nonprofit that feeds and 
educates the elderly.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Brooklyn Heights Promenade, 
where old meets new. It is my 
ideal place to gather my thoughts 
and feel inspired.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother. 
She is the epitome of a woman 
who does it all: raising three kids, 
and an amazing partner to my 
father while having a successful 
and growing career. 

MOTTO: It is never too late to 
change your life. Also: Never 
underestimate the power of a 
smile.
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AILEEN MCKINNON
Speaks her mind about matters affecting East Flatbush
BY SHNIEKA L. JOHNSON

A ileen McKinnon has retired 
from her 36-year career as a 
rehabilitation therapist, and 

now spends her days working to 
rehabilitate her East Flatbush 
community and the lives of young 
people who live there. For the past 
eight years, she has served as a 
community advocate, partnering 
with local legislative personnel 
and the community board, which 
seek to promote development and 
encourage improvements in the 
neighborhood, as well as in greater 
Brooklyn. Those who know her say 
McKinnon is both open to advice, 
and unafraid to speak her mind 
about what’s going on in East Flat-
bush.

McKinnon immigrated to the 
United States from Guyana in 
the late 1960s, studied at Brook-
lyn College, married, raised three 
sons, and through it all has been a 
steadfast woman of faith.

“I’ve known her over 31 years 
and we’ve attended the same 
church all those years,” says 
long-time friend Elverine Smartt. 
“Even in the church, she’s very ac-
tive all around — she loves people 

and seeing things done in the right 
way.” 

McKinnon was a perfect Woman 
of Distinction candidate, her 
friend said, because “she is very 
passionate about the needs of the 
people, both young and elderly, in 
her and other communities.”

Smartt said McKinnon seems to 
devote the lion’s share of her en-
ergy to the service of young peo-
ple, particularly when it comes to 
giving them the boost they need to 
excel academically.

“Among the many things she 
does is to place herself in positions 
where she can help young people, 
encouraging them to stay focused 
on their studies at school, helping 
them obtain scholarships, going 
out to different [corporate] offices 
to find job training for youths, and 
helping college students find jobs 
to help pay off their school loans,” 
Smartt said. “Aileen’s passion is 
to see all young people gain knowl-
edge, wisdom, and understanding 
so they can obtain a good educa-
tion, achieve successful careers, 
and become an asset to their com-
munities.”

McKinnon explains that one of 
her key goals “is for people in col-
lege to find balance, scholarships, 
and internships that will put them 
in jobs in areas that they’re fo-
cused on.” 

When working with high-
schoolers, she does whatever she 
can — including helping them ob-

tain books, clothes, or other sup-
plies.

“In the future, I want to stay 
focused on seeing young people 
achieve success in their education 
so that can be successful to oth-
ers,” McKinnon said.

NEIGHBORHOOD: East 
Flatbush.

OCCUPATION: Community 
advocate.

COMPANY: Brooklyn 
Community Board 17.

CLAIM TO FAME: Helping the 
community and others.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN 
PLACE: I love Nostrand 
Junction, it is very busy and 
has a lot of stores. I also like 
Downtown Brooklyn and the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: There are 
so many women, strong women. 
I admire Congresswoman Yvette 
Clarke and her mom, former 
Councilwoman Una Clarke. They 
gave me the courage that I have 
now. I also admire New York 
City Public Advocate Letitia 
James because she encouraged 
me. The same is true for Melba 
Brown and Joyce Perry (wife of 
Assemblyman Nick Perry).

MOTTO: Put God first.
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You are the reason 

we are the men we 

are today. We know 

we give you a hard 

time sometimes, but 

we really know you 

only have our best 

interests at heart. You work a million jobs and a million hours 

so we can have a great education and life. We don’t say it 

enough but we really Love you! You are the strongest person 

we know. We only can hope that we make you as proud of us 

as we are of you! Congratulations on a well deserved award.

Anastasia D’Amato from her sons,  
Joey & Gio

to our 

mom
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KIM MOORE
This businesswoman fi nds success in a man’s world

BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA

She is a Korean woman who has 
found success in male-dominated 
fi elds.

Kim Moore came to the United 
States with her family when she was 
14 years old, a move that opened up a 
whole new world for her. It set her on 
a path that included working in the 
banking industry in Germany for 
more than a decade, and has led to her 
current position — managing more 
than 50 Cricket Wireless shops in all 
fi ve boroughs. 

“Most of my competitors are man-
aged by male counterparts,” Moore 
says of the fast-growing wireless cel-
lular industry. “It was a long process 
to earn their respect.”

Self-confi dence and a strong work 
ethic turned the tide in her favor, she 
said, adding: “I had to discipline my-
self not to be emotional in certain situ-
ations.”

Moore moved to the New York area 
just seven years ago, at the urging of 
a nephew who thought it would be a 
good place for her to establish a busi-
ness — even though she knew noth-
ing about the boroughs or the subway 
system, and had no connections in the 
wireless cellular business. 

“But within one year I established 
that 350 retailers from New York to 
Philadelphia would buy my products,” 
she says. “And 99 percent of business 
owners had never worked with a Ko-
rean female or a female in general.”

Initially, some would-be clients ex-
pressed doubts that Moore would be 
able to handle their accounts, but she 
said one thing she would soon learn 
and grow to love about New York is its 
diversity, and the opportunity for peo-
ple of all different religions and na-
tionalities to be accepted and become 
friends.

“When I look back, I think that was 
a life-changing time for me,” she says.

Day-to-day on the job, she makes it 
a point to treat each employee with re-
spect and dignity, and show that she 
cares about their well-being.

“Every person you come in con-
tact with has to feel your sincerity,” 
the Woman of Distinction says. “At 
the end of the day, your actions and in-
tegrity speak louder than your voice. 
That is the secret to standing equal.”

Moore also draws satisfaction from 
the fact that Cricket Wireless, a sub-
sidiary of AT&T, allows its clients 
to make charitable donations, and 
matches those contributions at the end 
of each year. One of the uses of that 
money is to buy canned goods for local 
charities — including churches and 
food banks — that serve the needy.

Renee Giordano, executive direc-
tor of the Sunset Park Fifth Avenue 

Business Improvement District, says: 
“From the moment I met Kim Moore, 
she has shown herself to be a role 
model for how a successful business 
woman can still be a caring person. 
She embraced our community, and 
immediately made a difference in the 
lives of our residents.”

Being honored as a Woman of Dis-
tinction is just the latest accolade for 
Moore, who received a Certifi cate of 
Recognition from Brooklyn State Sen-
ator Velmanette Montgomery at the 
Sunset Park Fifth Avenue Business 
Improvement District’s 21st annual 
meeting. She was also recognized by 
the Korean Foreign Ministry for lead-
ing the Atlanta Korea Business Wom-
en’s Association for eight years.

NEIGHBORHOOD: Sunset Park.

OCCUPATION: General manager.

COMPANY: Cricket Wireless DBA 
KNK LLC.

CLAIM TO FAME: Making it in a 
man’s world.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden, because 
of its tranquility.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother. 
From her, I learned to have 
confi dence, a strong work ethic, 
and empathy for others.

MOTTO: Keep your promise, no 
matter what.
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Congratulations to our friend

HEATHER CUCCIA
You are a true star!

With love and admiration,
Karen

EmpireEventsGroup.com | 212-625-1025 | @EmpireEventsNYC
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TONYA ORES
Strives to ensure everyone can afford housing

BY ILY GOYANES

Tonya Ores is a true blue Brook-
lynite, born the 15th of 16 chil-
dren in the former St. Mary’s 

Hospital in Crown Heights.
“Being part of a large family 

taught me the value of teamwork, in-
clusion, tenacity, and perseverance,” 
she says, noting that those lessons 
served her well as she’s made a ca-
reer — indeed, a life — of helping 
those in need.

“I lead a Brooklyn-based organi-
zation committed to providing resi-
dents with the tools and resources 
they need to maintain safe and af-
fordable housing,” Ores says of her 
work as executive director of Neigh-
borhood Housing Services of Brook-
lyn. “Safe and affordable housing is 
key for neighborhood preservation.

“I was fortunate to grow up in 
house that my parents owned and I 
knew the value of home ownership,” 
she adds. “When I was introduced 
to Neighborhood Housing Services 
over 20 years ago, it was love at fi rst 
sight. I was fortunate to fi nd my call-
ing early in life. I loved the idea of 
helping others secure affordable, 
safe, and secure housing.”

In her role as executive direc-

tor of Neighborhood Housing Ser-
vices, Ores spends her days working 
to encourage the preservation and 
growth of healthy, stable, and di-
verse neighborhoods in Brooklyn, as 
well as promoting economic empow-
erment by offering opportunities in 
home ownership, fi nancial literacy, 

job training, and business develop-
ment across the borough.

But Ores is not content just doing 
that; she also serves as a volunteer 
on several advisory boards, includ-
ing Carver Community Develop-
ment Corporation, Kings County 
Hospital, and the New York State 
Neighborhood Coalition. And as if 
that wasn’t enough, after Hurricane 
Sandy, she also became involved in 
disaster recovery work in Brook-
lyn with an emphasis on obtaining 
resources to restore storm-ravaged 
communities.

“Tonya is a great leader, and 
good listener,” said Albert Payne, 
the board director at Neighborhood 
Housing Services. “She is someone 
who cares extremely about the com-
munity in which she serves. The 
work she does she does it because 
she gets great satisfaction — not for 
pay but because of the satisfaction 
she gets from helping others.”

Ores, who lives in Bergen Beach 
with her husband Morris, son Mor-
ris Junior, and the family dog Rocky, 
calls her home borough, “the bea-
con of opportunity and diversity. I 
am proud to call Brooklyn home,” 
she says. “Brooklyn has the most 

talented, and passionate people. Its 
leadership is strong, its communi-
ties are strong, its economy is vi-
brant, and its vision is limitless.”

This Woman of Distinction gives 
a great deal of credit for her achieve-
ments to her parents, who “taught 
me early in life how to share and 
give back to those who need a helping 
hand,” and singled out her mother, 
Helen Peebles, for special praise.

“She encouraged me early in life 
and told me that I should reach for 
the stars,” she said. “She basically 
said that life is short, so live it well. 
She is my woman of distinction.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Bergen Beach.

OCCUPATION: Executive director.

COMPANY: Neighborhood 
Housing Services of Brooklyn CDC, 
Inc.

CLAIM TO FAME: Community 
organizer. Provide resources to 
stabilize communities.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
The Botanic Garden is one of my 
favorite places.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: There are 
many women I admire and inspired 
me to be more but the fi rst woman 
that come to mind is my mother: 
Helen Peebles.

MOTTO: Leadership is action, not 
a position.
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TURN YOUR POWER ON
A Natural Approach To Living

Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Healthy & Pain Free
In the care of Dr. Vincent Adamo... 

CONGRATULATIONS BROOKLYN‘S WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
All Major CC

 BACK PAIN 
 NECK PAIN 
 FOOT, KNEE, HAND, 

   SHOULDER PAIN
 HEADACHES 
 SCOLIOSIS 
 DIABETES 
 FIBROMYALGIA
 ADD/ ADHD/ AUTISTIC DISORDER 
 SPORTS INJURIES
 NUTRITION &  LIFESTYLE 

   EDUCATION 

Congratulations To
Heather Cuccia and all the 2017 Women Honorees

Brooklyn:
 9510 Third Avenue,

347.497.5152
www.wickedmonk.com

May the Road Rise up to meet you

The Wicked Monk
restaurant - bar

- an irish pub -
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FRANCES SCHWARTZ
There’s no slowing down this ‘young’ senior helping her peers

BY CAMILLE SPERRAZZA

Her mother was still dancing at 
discos when she was 90 years 
old, and Frances Schwartz 

plans to do the same.
There is certainly no Brooklyn 

grass growing under her feet in this 
“Funky Town,” where there’s always 
cause for “Celebration.”

Born and raised in the Coney Is-
land-Brighton Beach area, she still 
lives there, doing whatever she can 
to enhance the lives of others. She 
belongs to the Mill Basin Civic and 
the Marine Park Civic Associations. 
She volunteers for the 61st Commu-
nity Council, and has a leadership 
role with the Shorefront Y Council 
of Aging Program.

Once a month, this Woman of 
Distinction attends meetings at 
Borough Hall to learn the latest in-
formation on topics that affect se-
niors — affordable housing, Medi-
care, food stamps, health care, 
scams they should be aware of — 
and she disseminates this news to 
her peers.

Schwartz can always be counted 
on to advocate for seniors. She likes 
to play tennis, but many of her friends 
on fi xed incomes could not afford to 

do so, as the Parks Department was 
charging $200 to use city-run courts. 
This was unacceptable to her, so she 
led a successful campaign to get the 
fees lowered. Today, seniors pay $20, 
a reasonable price that allows many 
more to enjoy the sport. 

That wasn’t the first time 

Schwartz has taken on City Hall. A 
few years ago, she tackled the De-
partment of Transportation when, 
“Neighbors came to me, and said, 
‘We have a problem.’ ’’ The cost of 
parking at the municipal parking 
lot on Brighton Second Street was 
going to increase. Galvanizing the 
community, she got them to sign pe-
titions. They made phone calls. It 
took time and effort, but eventually, 
she says, “I got the cost to stay the 
same.”

She worked for Mutual of New 
York Insurance for more than 20 
years, and now, at age 73, Schwartz 
refers to herself as “a young se-
nior.” She is there when local orga-
nizations host Halloween parties for 
kids. Likewise, she can be counted on 
to do “anything and everything” at 
community events held throughout 
the area, including National Night 
Out, where she greets seniors and 
dishes out the hot dogs and soda.

Pat Singer, founder and execu-
tive director of the Brighton Neigh-
borhood Association, nominated 
Schwartz to be a Woman of Distinc-
tion.

“Fran has been active in the 
shorefront area for 30 years,” Singer 

says. “She gives the community the 
greatest gift: her time and energy. 
She steps up every time there is a 
need.”

When she isn’t advocating or 
volunteering, Schwartz keeps busy 
at “six or seven” senior centers 
throughout the borough. She is a 
member of two Democratic Clubs — 
one in Coney Island and another on 
Kings Highway. She drives, and when 
others do not, she is there to help get 
their grocery shopping done.

If the people she helps were asked 
to name a disco tune to describe what 
Frances Schwartz means to them, 
they might mention Tavares’ “Heaven 
Must be Missing An Angel.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Brighton 
Beach.

OCCUPATION: Community 
activist and volunteer.

COMPANY: Self-motivated.

CLAIM TO FAME: Doing what 
it takes to enhance the lives of 
Brooklyn seniors.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Brighton Beach. It’s where I live, 
and where all my friends are. 

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother, 
Jessie Schwartz. She always 
inspired me to help others, and 
would be very proud of me.

MOTTO: Be good to everyone.
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Congratulates 
Marina Trofimova 

on her nomination

h

800-626-9801

1700 Coney Island Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11230

718-376-6900    718-645-9800

1707 Hylan Boulevard
Staten Island, NY  10305

718-987-5465

The staff and management 
of 

This firm is owned by a subsidiary of Service Corporation International 
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX 77019 • Tel. (713) 522-5141

   Dear Heather,

We are so very proud of you 
and your 

Outstanding Accomplishments,

both business and personal. 

Keep up your Never Ending Efforts.

You are a Fine example to all of us.

With Much Love,

 Mom, Dad, Jenifer, Jeff,

Francesca & Jonathan
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YELENA SOKOLIN
Principal turns around high school to help students excel

BY DANIELLE SULLIVAN

   Growing up in the Eastern Euro-
pean city of Gomel in Belarus, 
Yelena Sokolin never dreamed 

that she would be helping hundreds 
of teens live their best lives in far-off 
Brooklyn, New York.

Sokolin graduated  from  Gomel 
State University, and moved to the 
United States in  1989.  Soon after ar-
riving here, she learned English, and 
shortly after that, she began work-
ing at Dell, got married, and started 
a family. As she raised her children, 
Sokolin set out to change her career.

In 2001, Sokolin began working 
as a math teacher at the Elite Acad-
emy of Science and Technology high 
school in Bath Beach. In 2010 she was 
named principal of the school, a posi-
tion she holds to this day.

Since becoming principal, Soko-
lin has turned the academy around 
in many ways. Academically, she has 
raised standards and implemented 
new and innovative programs. Cul-
turally, she raised the bar to change 
the climate of the school to focus on 
achievement and engagement. Today 
the school has a 100 percent college 
acceptance rate, a record of which 
she is particularly proud.

Sokolin also readily proclaims 
that “since I became principal, I made 
sure that the school is an entirely a 
safe environment and well as com-
pletely drug-free.” She explains that 
many of her students come from diffi -
cult backgrounds and need extra help 
and encouragement to become their 

best selves.
“I have committed myself to help 

ing  the families of troubled students,” 
she says. “Our school has helped 
many turn their lives around and get 
a great education, where many other 
schools and educators have just given 
up.  ”

The Woman of Distinction and her 
colleagues don’t just teach the basics; 
they also encourage students to excel 
and pursue their dreams, and coun-
sel them to stay away from drugs and 
follow the right path.

 “Here at EAST, we’re all about 
sobriety and safety awareness. We 
believe that the fi rst and best solu-
tion towards substance abuse is pre-
vention, protecting our children be-
fore a mishap occurs. That’s why we 
continuously  hos t   our drug aware-
ness event s  on campus  along with the 
BeProud Foundation,” Sokolin said. 
Such events  are attended by commu-
nity members, parents and students   
and feature lectures by representa-
tives from the NYPD, “who deliver in-
formative and inspiring words about 
the importance of drug awareness, 
prevention, and education,” she said.

Raisa Chernina, a longtime neigh-
borhood activist, says she met Soko-

lin years ago when the teacher heard 
about neighborhood seminars that 
rallied the community to stand up 
against drugs, and wanted to bring 
those seminars into her school.

“We have the biggest [youth drug 
abuse] problem in our community. 
And people like Yelena are ready to 
walk extra miles to save at least one 
child. I dream of more people like Yel-
ena,” Chernina said. In addition to 
her rewarding career as an educator, 
Sokolin takes pride in her family and 
cherishes their support.

“I have a great family  and two 
children, and couldn’t do it without 
them,” she said. “My husband has 
been very supportive of  my  tireless 
commitment to mentor ing the  future 
generation. ”

NEIGHBORHOOD:   B ensonhurst.

OCCUPATION: Principal.

COMPANY:  Elite Academy of 
Science and Technology.

CLAIM TO FAME:  Principal of a 
drug -free high school  in Brooklyn 
with a 100 percent college 
acceptance rate.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Bay Parkway boardwalk.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother.

MOTTO OR LIFE SAYING: 
Happiness is not a destination — it 
is a way of life .
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CONGRATULATIONS 
HONOREES!

 To honor

Fran
Schwartz

Truly a “special” 
Woman of Achievement...

Elaine, Susan and Artie

Sundaes  
by the Park 

congratulates the  
honorees of the 

2017WOMEN OF  
DISTINCTION
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CATERERS

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

We recognize the 
accomplishments of the 2017 

Women of Distinction 
awardees.

Thank You

LOLA STAR
Roller disco queen helps save her beloved Coney Island
BY DANIELLE SULLIVAN

Lola Star says she fi rst “dreamt 
her fabulous T-shirt line into ex-
istence,” in 1991. It was a dream, 

she explains, “born out of the magi-
cal thumping techno bass of aban-
doned electronic music parties in 
Detroit,” the city where Star started 
selling her line of glittering tees.

That dream of creating empower-
ing clothing eventually brought Star 
to Coney Island, where in 2001 she 
opened the Lola Star Souvenir Bou-
tique on the Boardwalk.

Since then, her entrepreneurial 
efforts have “dazzled millions of vis-
itors to Coney Island with the fabu-
lous line of merchandise that we 
design, hand-make at our studio in 
Sunset Park and sell at The Lola Star 
Souvenir Boutique on the Coney Is-
land Boardwalk, the Lola Star Surf 
Shop in the Stillwell Avenue Subway 
Station in Coney Island, our brand-
new Rockaway Beach Boutique, our 
online boutique, and our new shop 
opening in Stapleton, Staten Island, 
in the spring of 2017.”

Star’s love for Coney Island 
runs deep. When developers be-
gan making serious overtures to 
remake Brooklyn’s iconic resort, 

Star formed “Save Coney Island,” a 
group dedicated to preserve its his-
toric amusement aspect. In 2008, 
Glamour Magazine and famed fash-
ion designer Tommy Hilfi ger were 
so impressed with Lola’s Save Coney 
Island achievements and bold com-
munity activism that they chose her 

as the winner of their nationwide 
“Dreaming” contest. They created 
the fi lm “Dreamland” about her life 
and the fulfi llment of her dream of 
transforming the abandoned, castle-
like Childs building on the Coney Is-
land Boardwalk into a vibrant Roller 
Rink. For two years, Lola’s Dream-
land Roller Rink fi lled the Child’s 
building with roller disco magic.

In addition to being an artist, 
designer and boutique owner, the 
Woman of Distinction is also the 
reigning Queen of Roller Disco. 
She hosts weekly Dreamland Roller 
Disco Parties in Prospect Park on 
Fridays throughout the summer. 

“I’m passionate about community. 
My love for my community inspired 
me to risk everything to save it 
when the integrity of Coney Island’s 
amusement district was threatened 
by developers,” she says.

Star stepped up her activism again 
in the wake of Hurricane Sandy, 
helping lead relief and rebuilding ef-
forts after her shop and much of the 
surrounding seaside neighborhood 
was destroyed by the killer storm.

Star also takes great pride for 
having organized the “No Condos in 
Coney” demonstration at City Hall 

in March, 2007. “That was the very 
fi rst demonstration I ever organized. 
I had no idea what I was doing but 
the day was tremendously success-
ful.”

Asked what she thinks her most 
important contribution to her Brook-
lyn neighborhood is, this Woman of 
Distinction says: “I defi nitely bring 
the fun and sparkle … but I also bring 
the soul and truth. I have a deep re-
spect for the diversity and character 
of Brooklyn. I strive to celebrate and 
amplify that unique Brooklyn char-
acter in all that I do!”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Coney Island.

OCCUPATION: Artist, designer, 
creator of magical worlds.

COMPANY: Lola Star & 
Dreamland Roller Disco. 

CLAIM TO FAME: Roller disco 
queen of Coney Island.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Coney Island. 

WOMAN I ADMIRE: Several 
other female Brooklyn business 
owners — Superfi ne, house of 
yes, Chez Oscar, etc. I’m inspired 
by other strong, smart, creative 
business women within my 
community.

MOTTO OR LIFE SAYING: Shoot 
for the moon; even if you miss, 
you’ll land among the stars.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 G
eo

rg
in

e 
Be

nv
en

ut
o



BROOKLYN’S WOMEN OF DISTINCTION 2017B24  

The Board of Directors and Staff of
NHS of Brooklyn, CDC, Inc.

Congratulate 

Tonya Ores
Executive Director

We salute Tonya for her outstanding  
leadership, dedication, and 
compassion. She truly is a  

Brooklyn Woman of Distinction!

Neighborhood Housing Services of Brooklyn, 
��������	�
��������������
�������
���
��

that initiates, develops, and maintains 
programs designed to create affordable, 

decent, and safe housing and communities. 

Contact us for help with the following services:
 �� Homebuyer Education
 �� Mortgage Help
 �� Foreclosure Intervention & Counseling
 �� Home Repair Assistance
 �� Financial Education & Empowerment 
 �� Home Insurance & Resiliency Planning
 �� Landlord Training
 �� Tenant Support Services

�������������������"��������#$�	��%�'�(���)*�++��"
������
����������-/�+�#$�����0���%�'�(���)*�++�1"
2�����/+�34"-34"/-���56�
������7)89%�'�(�	��

We Help Our Neighbors Buy, Repair, and Keep Their Homes

Call us. We’re here to help.  ©2017 United Healthcare Services, Inc. All rights reserved. 

938-CST14934 5/17

Thank you for seeing the world as it  
could be…and then working to make it so.
UnitedHealthcare Community Plan congratulates 

our employee Heather A. Cuccia on being one of the 

2017 Women of Distinction. 

IT’S TIME
FOR DEDICATION
FOR PERSEVERANCE
FOR COMPASSION
FOR DETERMINATION
FOR IMAGINATION

FOR A BETTER FUTURE

UHCCommunityPlan.com

CONGRATULATIONS
Heather Cuccia

MUSSELS & MORE
8001 5th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209

Heartfelt thanks 
from all of us for 
all you do in our
communtiy.
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STEPHANIE STELLACCIO
Sales executive who connected media with the community

BY JAMES HARNEY

S tephanie Stellaccio worked as a 
sales executive for Courier Life 
Newspapers, now part of Commu-

nity News Group, for 34 years and has 
recently retired. 

“Belief and passion in one’s profes-
sion is a must for success,” is the motto 
Stellaccio says served her well during 
a full career in sales and marketing for 
Courier Life.

“I started selling subscriptions for 
the Kings Courier in 1983, moved on 
to classifi eds, and went on to outside 
sales,” she says. “I grew to love the 
business. Every day was an adven-
ture. I loved going to work. I learned 
the benefi ts of print advertising and 
how important a community newspa-
per was. People read them. I really en-
joyed selling ads and providing a good 
service.”

Her sales and marketing ability en-
abled her to coordinate CNG’s Back-to-
School expos at the Kings Plaza, Green 
Acres, and Queen Center Malls. She 
delighted kids in Brooklyn by organiz-
ing and hosting the paper’s fi rst spell-
ing bee at Kings Plaza Mall. 

“That was my dream, the spelling 
bee,” Stellaccio recalls “The kids loved 
it; CNG provided prizes for the win-

ners. It was a wonderful community 
outreach experience. 

“I was part of a great group of 
Courer Life people, who continued to 
help grow a valuable media product. 
Courier Life has always been a second 
home to me and has provided a learn-
ing experience I couldn’t have gotten 

anywhere else,” she says.
But there’s more to this Woman of 

Distinction’s story.
Her personal experience with juve-

nile diabetes — and fi nding out that 
her son at age 12 would also have to 
go through life with same affl iction — 
prompted her to reach out for the New 
York chapter of the Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation. At the time, there wasn’t 
a local Brooklyn chapter of the foun-
dation, so she and others co-founded 
a chapter in the borough, which she 
helped run for fi ve years. 

“We helped put on fund-raising 
events, including the Walk for a Cure 
and the Discovery Ball,” which Stella-
cio served as co-chairwoman for sev-
eral years.

Stellaccio grew up in Bay Ridge 
with her parents, Al and Carmella Flo-
rio, and brothers Alfred and Steven. 
She says it was Al, a pattern design 
maker in the garment industry, and 
Carmella, an account manager in the 
banking fi eld, who taught her “to meet 
challenges head-on, and always stay 
positive and go forward.”

Her most recent achievement was 
coordinating and serving as chair-
woman, from 2011 to 2016, CNG’s 
Brooklyn Women of Distinction, a 

publication and gala honoring women 
in the borough who have made a dif-
ference in their community. What was 
most rewarding, Stellaccio says, was 
seeing each and every honoree given 
the praise and recognition they so de-
served. 

Not one to retire to a life of leisure, 
Stellaccio has embarked on a new ca-
reer as a real estate agent for Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage in Syos-
set, Long Island.

NEIGHBORHOOD: My heart 
belongs to Marine Park.

OCCUPATION: Retired. 
Community Newsgroup account 
executive after 34 years. Now 
real estate salesperson, Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage.

CLAIM TO FAME: Chairing CNG’s 
Brooklyn Women of Distinction 
from 2011 to 2016.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Too many to single out just one. 

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother, 
Carmella Florio, who taught me 
to meet challenges head on and 
never be afraid to make changes. 
Her message to me was to stay 
positive and go forward! 

QUOTE: “Great minds discuss 
ideas, average minds discuss 
events, small minds discuss 
people.”-Eleanor Roosevelt

Congratulations 
to Our Own Woman of D istinction 

Stephanie Stellaccio
You made us so proud for 34 years.

No one can replace your friendship, enthusiasm, laughter and dedication.

We Salute You!! 
Your friends and co-workers at Community News Group
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To my 
dear mother,

Congratulations on your nomination.
It is well deserved!

Certainly your willingness to give your time 
and effort as well as express your opinions 

as contributed to this.
Your consistent hard work paid off.

You will be thrown with many challenges, 
but I’m sure by the grace of GOD you will handle each one.

I believe that you will excel in ALL.
Everything around you is touched with LOVE.

You are about making a difference in the lives of people 
and in the communities.

I am very fortunate to have parents who are GREAT Role Models.
All your teachings about the importance of morals & ethical values 

in life have guided me during my childhood and later as well.
You have always been a living embodiment of the divine for me 

so supporting, caring and full of life in all situations.
Your decision to live a life of service has always been admirable

 and an example of giving back.
You’re the BEST Mother in the WORLD.

I am proud of you.
May God Continue To Bless You & Love You.

Your son, 

Duane McKinnon

Saluting 
Mrs. Aileen 
McKinnon,

Finding the right words to speak of Aileen, 
I will need an encyclopedia and a professor 

of English. 
Always willing to do and give 100%.

When you ask her where
she gets the energy and knowledge from, 

she says its from GOD.
Everyone has to believe.

Leslie McKinnon,
Husband

Congratulations 

My Mother,
on being honored as one of Brooklyn’s 

2017 Women of Distinction.
When you were taking classes for community 

advocate, this is what you wanted, serving 
the people in different districts.

You wanted to pursue it, and you the persistence 
needed to do so to be successful.

Mom, as witnessed fi rsthand the responsibility 
you placed on yourself, and the dedication and 

hard work, has paid off.
It is well earned!

GOD BLESS,
Your son, 

Jermaine McKinnon

Congratulations  Mom!!!
You are following in your mothers footsteps.

Hopefully, I can do the same.
Many, many more accomplishments to come.

Keep changing the world.
We all look to you admiring you and loving you 

always there for you

GOD BLESS,
Your son, 

Andre McKinnon
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MARINA TROFIMOVA
‘Proud’ volunteer helps immigrant, veteran community

BY SHNIEKA L. JOHNSON

S oon after she arrived in the 
United States almost 20 years 
ago, Marina Trofimova real-

ized what she most wanted to be: 
a volunteer. Some 14 years after 
that, she realized that to be the 
best volunteer she could be, she 
would have to “Be Proud.”

“Coming from Belarus, I was 
amazed to see how volunteers 
helped me and my family adapt to 
a new life in this country,” Tro-
fimova said. “So I decided to be 
a part of several volunteer orga-
nizations. I now realize that ‘Be 
Proud’ was the right fit and place 
for me.”

Trofimova has worked as an of-
fice manager for Nevsky Yablokoff 
Memorial Chapels in Midwood for 
the past 13 years. The management 
of Nevsky Yablokoff has supported 
the Be Proud Foundation, a South-
ern Brooklyn community service 
organization, for nearly 10 years, 
and Trofimova has been involved 
with Be Proud for the past six.

This year, during Passover, 
Trofimova was part of a team of Be 
Proud volunteers that packaged 
and distributed food baskets to 

local Holocaust survivors, World 
War II veterans, and other needy 
residents. She personally went 
“from house-to-house delivering 
these Passover bags to the people 
who [could not] come to pick them 

up. This year, we packaged more 
than 600 Passover bags.”

Be Proud has grown over years, 
participating in a number of events 
that benefit the community, in-
cluding the Passover Food Distri-
bution and Toys for Tots as well as 
programs that battle elder abuse 
and support local police precincts. 
Trofimova says her volunteeerism 
has grown, too, and adds: “I now 
realize that my responsibility is to 
help the community, and to be part 
of Be Proud.”

Trofimova’s sister, Vicky Podok-
shik, readily confirms her gener-
ous nature.

“She never thinks twice about 
going out of her way to help,” 
Podokshik said. “She is always a 
person you can talk to when you 
need to express your feelings and 
I always take her advice because 
she has always been right.”

This Woman of Distinction says 
she can devote so much time to 
Be Proud because she has the full 
support her supervisors at Nevsky 
Yablokoff Memorial Chapels.

“Sometimes people need per-
sonal attention, a shoulder to cry 
on and a heart to listen,” she says. 

“I am in a position to make a dif-
ference in people’s lives in a most 
difficult time.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Brighton 
Beach.

OCCUPATION: Office manager.

COMPANY: Nevsky Yablokoff 
Memorial Chapels.

CLAIM TO FAME: Being 
nominated with outstanding 
women of Brooklyn. It may 
inspire other people to start 
or to be a part of a volunteer 
organization.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
The boardwalk on Brighton 
Beach.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother, 
Lyubov. She is a strong woman 
who raised two daughters 
without any help and at the 
age of 54, she left Russia not 
knowing what awaited her in 
America. She was simply seeking 
a better future for her children. 
She did not speak English when 
she left Russia. She also is a 
breast cancer survivor. She is 
very involved in the upbringing 
of her grandson and she never 
complains. She is always happy.

MOTTO: Regardless of the 
situation, to act towards people 
with sympathetic, sincere 
and pure intentions with an 
expectation of nothing in return.
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THE SUNSET PARK BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT  

PROUDLY CONGRATULATES KIM MOORE, OWNER OF          

AT: 5410 5TH AVENUE AND 4702 5TH AVENUE

       

ART OF BROOKLYN 
INDIE FILM FESTIVAL  

June 3 - Sunset Park center lawn 
7:30pm

UPCOMING EVENTS

SING FOR  
HOPE PIANO  

June 6-26 - flagpole circle 
in Sunset Park

MAKE MUSIC NY  
June 21 - in front of 5th Ave 
businesses at 4502, 4702, 

4802, 5122, 5410 

SUMMER PLAZAS/
WEEKEND WALKS 

July 15 & 22 - 39th to 41st St,  
2pm to 6pm

STREET  
FESTIVAL  

Sept. 17 - 44th  
to 59th Street

You are a role model of how a successful business woman can still remain a caring person who is 
always giving back to the community. We are honored to have you as a member of our district.

Visit our website: WWW.SUNSETPARKBID.NYC  
Download our app
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DomesticDisorderac@gmail.com
Facebook.com/DomesticDisorder
Instagram: @DomesticDisorder_ac

Twitter: @DFFD_AC

On behalf of 

Domestic Disorder Auto Club Inc. ,

we would like to congratulate

on being named a Woman of Distinction.

Thank you for all you do for us and the Community!

www.domesticdisorder.org

929-344-2522

Heather Cuccia

Anthony J. Esposito, DPM, PLLC.
Board Certified American Board of Podiatric Surgery
Fellow American College of Foot & Ankle Surgeons

Surgery, Orthopedics, & Medicine of the Food & Ankle

2305 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11229
House Calls Available

NY Methodist Hospital

Congratulations. 
Heather Cuccia.

Job well done...

Congratulations Ice Cream Lady from

G & S Pork Store
ITALIAN SPECIALTIES

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Tel. 718-646-9111

Fac 347-492-3067

2611 Avenue U

Brooklyn, NY 11229

FRESH
ITALIAN SAUSAGE

MADE DAILY

OPEN
7 DAYS

BOAR’S HEAD
COLD CUTS

Congratulations to our beloved, 

Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Butler, 
and all of the other 2017 

Brooklyn Women of Distinction honorees

Joloff Restaurant
1168 Bedford Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11216
(718) 230-0523  |  www.joloffjoloff.com
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Congratualtions
Brigitte Zabbatino

Your Welcome Home Realty Famiy is so very proud of you! You Inspire Us Every Day!

 You have touched so many lives in so many ways and never expect anything in return! 
We are honored to know you, work with you, to call you a friend and to have become part of your family. 

“Carry out a random act of kindness, with no expectation of reward, 
safe in the knowlege that one day someone might do the same for you.” 

Princess Diana 

May God Bless you and your family today and always. 

Love,
 Marianne, Elizabeth, Josephine, Lana, Maria & Zadine

Welcome Home Realty Sales Corp.
2049 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234

Tel. 718-513-0432                                                                                     
Marianne Di Lauro, Broker

Members of: BBOR, BNYMLS & SIBOR--

CANDACE WOODWARD
Park Slope activist encourages community involvement

BY SHNIEKA L. JOHNSON

A sk Candace Woodward what mo-
tivated her to become such a com-
munity service dynamo in her 

Park Slope neighborhood, and she’ll 
answer in two words: A layoff.

“I had been laid off from my job at 
Chase and even though I was re-hired 
at another fi rm, I felt that I needed 
something additional to do,” Wood-
ward says. For the past 15 years, that 
“something additional” has been 
“making a contribution to the neigh-
borhood I love because it has so much 
to offer.”

The primary benefi ciary of Wood-
ward’s civic activism has been the 
Park Slope Civic Council, of which 
she has served as a past chairwoman 
and current recording secretary, 
and chairwoman of the sustainabil-
ity committee. In that last capacity, 
she organizes the annual Prospect 
Park “mulchfest,” as well as “Civic 
Sweep,” the bi-annual neighborhood 
clean-up. The fi rst sweep was held in 
2001, after a forum on local garbage 
issues. Thanks to Woodward’s hard 
work, it has drawn a wide variety of 
participants, including individuals 
from the neighborhood and commu-
nity groups.

But that’s not all. Woodward is also 
a member of the executive committee 
and the community committee of the 
Prospect Park Alliance, and up until a 
year ago participated in the Reach Out 
and Read program, reading to chil-
dren confi ned to the pediatric clinic 
at New York-Presbyterian Brooklyn 

Methodist Hospital in Park Slope. It’s 
an activity she “hopes to resume this 
summer.”

“There’s a new book — ‘The New 
Brooklyn,’ — that says: ‘Today’s Park 
Slope citizens are oriented toward 
their backyards and cedar decks; they 
may not know the family next door at 
all,’” Woodward says. “The civic coun-
cil and my House Tour and Civic Sweep 
events work to encourage community 
involvement and participation.”

In fact, her house tour, which show-
cases restored brownstones of the late 
19th- and early 20th-centuries, re-
ceives about 600 attendees annually. 
It also serves as a fund-raiser for the 
Park Slope Civic Council, which pro-
vides money for community projects 
in the arts and education, as well as 
civic improvement. 

Perhaps the highest praise for this 
Woman of Distinction comes from 
her friend and civic council colleague 
Judith Lief, who says: “Candace is a 
passionate, energetic, and dedicated 
community member. She is quite re-
markable and has been making her 
mark on the Park Slope Community 
and the borough of Brooklyn for de-
cades. She is an amazing community 
resource and advocate.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Park Slope

OCCUPATION: Trustee and 
recording secretary.

COMPANY: Park Slope Civic Council.

CLAIM TO FAME: The little red “No 
Flyer, Ads, Menus” signs that are 
found on homes all over Park Slope 
that prevent people from delivering 
menus and those bags of coupons 
and menus, which can so easily 
become sidewalk litter. 

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACES: 
Brooklyn Bridge Park at night lit up 
by lights from the Brooklyn Bridge 
and from the Manhattan skyline. 
MCU Park in Coney Island in the 
summertime. Most signifi cantly, the 
view of the Long Meadow from the 
bench I adopted in Prospect Park for 
my late husband. 

WOMAN I ADMIRE: I admire a 
woman named Frances Kelsey, 
an employee of the Federal Drug 
Administration, who in 1960 or so 
was assigned to review thalidomide. 
Despite intense pressure to approve 
this drug for sale in this U.S. and the 
fact that it had been approved in 
Europe and Canada, she was skeptical 
and kept requesting additional 
information from the manufacturer, 
until fi nally the terrible news started 
coming in from Europe. For her 
diligent efforts, President Kennedy 
gave her the President’s Award 
for Distinguished Federal Civilian 
Service.

MOTTO: Savor the moment. 
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PAULINE YEUNG-HA
Elder law attorney cares deeply about helping seniors
BY DANIELLE SULLIVAN

Going above and beyond is some-
thing Pauline Yeung-Ha has been 
doing just about all her life.

Yeung-Ha’s parents immigrated to 
the United States from China, settled 
in Brooklyn, got jobs in the garment 
industry, and started a family, all 
“with very little English capability,” 
she says.

“None of my parents nor their 
families went to school beyond the 
elementary school level,” the Woman 
of Distinction says. “I was the fi rst to 
graduate from high school and col-
lege.” 

She graduated from Edward R. 
Murrow High School and received 
a Bachelor of Arts degree at Vassar 
College, and her personal “fi rsts” 
didn’t stop there.

“My parents were extremely 
proud of me as I was the fi rst to go to 
law school, at St. John’s University 
School of Law,” said Yeung-Ha, who 
concentrated on the fi eld of elder law 
and, shortly after graduating from 
St. John’s, decided to make helping 
elderly clients her life’s work.

Ever since then, she has gone 
above and beyond to serve her com-
munity. In addition to her legal work, 

she contributes to pro bono work in 
both Asian and non-Asian commu-
nities. Ten years ago, she helped es-
tablished a charitable organization 
to provide information and enhance 
awareness about dementia in the 
Chinese senior citizen community.

Currently, Yeung-Ha serves as a 

co-chairwoman of the pro bono com-
mittee of the Asian Bar Association 
of New York, as well as the secretary 
and a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of Caringkind (formerly the New 
York chapter of the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation). She is also a co-chairwoman 
of both the diversity and membership 
Committees of the Elder Law Section 
of the New York State Bar Association, 
as well as a member of the board of 
trustees of the Brooklyn Bar Associa-
tion. In addition, she has been named 
one of New York’s “Best Lawyers,” 
“Super Lawyers,” and “Best Under 40” 
by the National Asian-Pacifi c Ameri-
can Bar Association, and one of New 
York’s “Women Leaders in the Law.”

But she says she’s most proud of 
the help she has been able to give the 
elderly, and says personal experience 
has shaped her work. 

“My grandfather suffered a stroke 
during my law school days,” said Ye-
ung-Ha, who explained that when 
Medicare coverage for his rehabili-
tation care ran out and he had not 
fully recovered, family members 
were forced to step in to care for him. 
At that time, Yeung-Ha and her fam-
ily didn’t know about elder care at-
torneys who could have helped with 

Medicaid and home care benefi ts.
“This experience left me deter-

mined to ensure that elders and their 
families receive proper information 
and guidance during these most dif-
fi cult times,” she says.

Partner Judith D. Grimaldi, Esq. 
says Yeung-Ha is a “dynamic attor-
ney who shares her knowledge of es-
tate planning, tax and elder law, both 
through the law fi rm and in her gen-
erous volunteer efforts. She is kind, 
gracious and very smart and I’m 
proud to be partners with her.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Park Slope.

OCCUPATION: Elder law and 
estate planning lawyer.

COMPANY: Grimaldi & Yeung LLP, 
started with my partner, Judith D. 
Grimaldi, in 2008.

CLAIM TO FAME: First Asian 
elder law attorney.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Park Slope.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mentor 
and now my partner, Judith 
D. Grimaldi. I wouldn’t have 
been where I’m at without her 
continuous support.

MOTTO OR LIFE SAYING: Often 
when I meet people, they’ll say “I 
wish I’d known you earlier.” And I 
think, “I wish I could have helped 
you earlier.”
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Thank you to 
our Women of Distinction

Sponsors & Supporters

DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.

COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
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and Decoratorsand Decorators
Marine FloristsMarine Florists

PILO ARTS SALON

Bay Ridge 
Medical Imaging

DJ Services by:

Gilbert Sound Production

Video by: 

Marc Enette
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BRIGITTE ZABBATINO
Businesswoman, volunteer, always ready to help those in need

BY ILY GOYANES

Brigitte Zabbatino is a success-
ful businesswoman who wants 
to see others succeed as well — 

a goal she works to achieve through 
active and passionate volunteer-
ism.

As a businesswoman, Zabbatino 
is as busy as busy can be. She is an 
associate broker at Welcome Home 
Realty Sales; and the owner and 
operator of Unforgettable Events, 
an event planning company. Previ-
ously, Zabbatino owned a medical 
transcription company, and contin-
ues to perform such work in limited 
quantities.

But Zabbatino always finds time 
in her busy schedule to volunteer 
for a variety of local groups and in-
stitutions. She’s set up annual com-
munity block parties, and orga-
nized fund-raisers for area schools, 
including the much-praised pump-
kin farm events at Adelphi Acad-
emy and PS 222, which caught on all 
around Brooklyn.

Zabbatino attributes her zest for 
helping others to the woman she ad-
mires most, her mother, Catherine 
DiCostanzo, saying: “She was al-
ways loyal, kind, and compassion-

ate. She always tried to be happy 
and to bring happiness to others.”

Zabbatino has carried on that 
tradition, says her cousin, Antoi-
nette Spada.

“Brigitte is always ready to help. 

She fights for the underdog and 
is always ready to lend a helping 
hand,” Spada said. “She really goes 
out of her way to help people who 
have less than her.”

Zabbatino insists she couldn’t 
have achieved Woman of Distinc-
tion status without an incredible 
support system. She will be mar-
ried to husband Joseph for 35 years 
this November, and her children 
and daughter-in-law are involved in 
the family business. 

“I also have to mention my 
cousin, Maria Zabbatino, who is 
like a daughter to me who is a very 
special part of my life,” she adds.

For Zabbatino, it always comes 
back to community, unity, and fam-
ily. With all that she has accom-
plished and with all of her contin-
ued contributions to the community, 
she is the first to make sure to give 
credit where credit is due.

“People tell me all the time that 
they admire the marriage that my 
husband and I have, and I think we 
truly have a special bond,” Zabba-
tino explains. “We’ve done a lot to-
gether and he is a very generous 
person and I hope that people re-
member that as a team we tried to 

do a lot of good.”
She calls Brooklyn “a very spe-

cial place because of the people who 
live and work here. Brooklynites 
are among the best people in this 
country. You can count on your 
neighbors and many of mine are as 
close to me as family. That’s what 
keeps us all here in Brooklyn; the 
kindness, the caring, and the sense 
of community that we have here.”

NEIGHBORHOOD: Marine Park.

OCCUPATION: Business owner 
and associate realty broker.

CLAIM TO FAME: 
Wife, mother, fund-raiser, and 
contributor to the community.

FAVORITE BROOKLYN PLACE: 
Ferdinando’s Focacceri.

WOMAN I ADMIRE: My mother 
is the person that I admire 
most. She taught me how to 
be the best person that I could 
be. She taught me to always 
be compassionate and to help 
people in any way that I could 
and to take other’s people pain 
and suffering into consideration 
at all times. 

MOTTO: If I could do something 
to make a difference in 
someone’s life and it helps them 
in any way then I’ve achieved my 
goal.
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The Brighton
Neighborhood Association, Inc.

Salutes Courier-Life’s 2017

WOMEN OF THE YEAR NOMINEES

A Special Shout Out to Brighton Beach’s Own Community Activist

FRANCES SCHWARTZ
Ms. Pat Singer, Founder/Executive Director

Ms. Sherry Falcone, President
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