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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
A Bay Ridgite aims to get lo-
cals out of their homes and 
culinary comfort zones with 
an online forum devoted to 
exploring Southern Brooklyn 
cuisine.

The Facebook group 
started as just a causal space 
for friends to chat about lo-
cal grub, but in a mere two 
months it has ballooned to 
a full-fl edged foodie forum 
with 1,500 members who 
highlight eateries in oft-over-
looked nabes. It has helped lo-
cals acquire a taste for trying 
new things, said the group’s 
founder.

“South Brooklyn doesn’t 
get as much coverage, and 
nothing makes me sadder than 
to walk down Third Avenue 
and see perfectly good restau-
rants with nobody in them,” 
said Bay Ridgite Frank Tilelli. 
“I feel it’s been a while since 
someone went out of their way 
to put Bay Ridge, South Brook-
lyn food on the map. And the 
group is a community thing. 
So this way things won’t get 
lost in the sauce, so to speak.” 

Tilelli founded the  Face-

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The city must fi nd another 
place to dock a weekend party 
boat that unleashes a wave of 
rowdy revelers onto the same 
pier used by citywide ferries 
in Sunset Park, demand fl us-
tered commuters. 

The Nautical Empress 
stops at the Brooklyn Army 
Terminal pier, disgorging 
hundreds of plastered partiers 
who trash the landings, clog 
the pier, and cause chaos as 
commuters try to board tran-
sit ferries on weekends. And 
the periodic storm surge of 
seafaring shenanigans could 
easily be avoided if the boozy 
boat were simply to dock at an-
other part of the landing, said 
one commuter waiting for a 
boat to Manhattan. 

“It’s overwhelming,” said 
Sunset Parker Hector Salazar. 
“It’s just a lot of people trying 
to cram in out of this one place. 
There’s so much pier here, why 
not use another part of it?” 

Empire Cruises operates 

Chewing 
the fat 

Party boat riles 
commuters at 
Sunset Park 
ferry pier
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Packed park
Veterans, active service members, and those who gave their lives were honored during a post-Me-
morial Day parade ceremony in John Paul Jones Park on May 29. For more, see page 3.  
 Photo by Sean Murphy

Ridgite creates 
local online 

foodie forum 
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It’s a taste of Coney Island history! 

Feltman’s of Coney Island has re-
turned to the People’s Playground, 
where the restaurant’s founder in-
vented the hot dog 150 years ago. Hot 
dog aficionados trekked from across 
the borough and the city to sink their 
teeth into a frank from Feltman’s of Co-
ney Island at the Surf Avenue restau-
rant’s grand opening on May 29. And it 
easily beat Nathan’s Famous for flavor, 
said one Feltman’s fan.

“It had a lot more fl avor than the nor-
mal Nathan’s hot dog,” said Bay Ridgite 
Carl DeSciura, who shelled out $4.25 for 
a frank with sauerkraut and mustard. “It 
was just juicer, fatter. It has a nice fl avor.” 

Made from uncured beef, the 8-inch 
dog is seasoned with Feltman’s original 
secret spice mix from 1867, and the suc-
culent sausage even comes in a smaller, 
skinless version for kids — to eliminate 
the choking hazard of a casing. 

But frankly, even some grown-ups de-
voured the red hots with such relish that 
they may have  risked a choking hazard 
of their own.

“I kind of inhaled it. It was delicious,” 
said Iris Bahr, who trekked to Coney for 
the fi rst time from the distant isle of 
Manhattan just for a bite of the original 
hot dog. “I ate it so fast it’s hard for me to 
recall what exactly it tasted like.” 

A century and a half ago, Coney Island 
vittles vendor Charles Feltman had the 
bright idea to wrap his sizzling sausage 
in a piece of bread so customers would 
easily hold it and nosh as they strolled 
the Boardwalk, thus creating one of the 
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By Alexandra Simon

Take a new look at an old building! 
The Brooklyn Historical Society 

has opened a second location on 
the Brooklyn waterfront with an exhib-
it of photos celebrating its new home. 
“Shifting Perspectives: Photographs of 
Brooklyn’s Waterfront,” now on display at 
the Society’s new exhibit space in Dumbo, 
features historic images of the building 
that houses the show, as well as a wide 
selection of the borough’s seaside spots, 
said the president of the museum. 

“The entire focus of that space for us is 
really the Brooklyn waterfront and we’re 
excited to be focusing on the history of the 
waterfront,” said Deborah Schwartz.

The exhibit features 68 photographs 
taken over the last 150 years, includ-

ing work by well-known photographers 
Harvey Stein and Bernice Abbott, along-
side work by unknown artists from the 
past. The images not only provide a look 
into history, but they demonstrate how dif-
ferent artistic eyes can interpret the same 
locations, said Schwartz.

“Some of them are historical and some 
them are very contemporary — the pho-
tographers look at the waterfront in so 
many different ways,” she said. “There are 
images that are almost abstract, and some 
images are iconic of these industrial areas. 
The show is very evocative and gives a 
sense of Coney Island, Newtown Creek, the 
Gowanus Canal, and any and everything 
that related to the Brooklyn waterfront.”

Because its new building looks out over 
the water, the Society wanted the first 

exhibit in the space to reflect its setting. 
“We were hoping for an exhibition that 

represented the broad sweep of Brooklyn’s 
waterfront locations and range of sensi-
bilities from the perspective of different 
artists,” said Schwartz.

And the huge, historic Empire Stores 
building is the perfect match for a historical 
society, said Schwartz.

“It’s a very fun and clean and industrial 
and with an almost modern feeling, even 
though we’re sitting in what was the middle 
of 19th century warehouse building,” she 
said. “The developers have done a beautiful 
job of retaining a lot of the original build-
ing, so you really get a feel for what the 
original warehouse was like.”

The Society has big plans for its new 
space — the photo display will end in 

early September, to be followed by a multi-
media exhibit focusing on the history of the 
Brooklyn waterfront, said Schwartz, and 
the museum is planning more interactive 
activities that appeal to children.

“In December, we’ll have an interactive 
exhibit with objects, artifacts, documents, 
and also lots of digital components,” she 
said. “There will even be lots of installa-
tions for children. Our education staff is 
working on programs for kids, like treasure 
hunts to get them to look at photos in this 
exhibit.”

Brooklyn Historical Society Dumbo [55 
Water St. between New Dock and Main 
streets in Dumbo, (718) 222–4111, www.
brooklynhistory.org/dumbo]. Open Mon–
Fri, noon–6 pm; Sat, Sun, 10 am–7 pm. $10 
suggested donation.

Historical Society shows off its new spot

Building history 
Shiny and old: The Brooklyn Historical Society has opened its new museum in the Empire Stores building in Dumbo with an exhibit 
of waterfront photos, including a shot (inset) of the Empire Stores Warehouse in 1936, taken by Bernice Abbot.  Philip Greenberg

TOP DOG: Owner Michael Quinn aims to make 
Feltman’s of Coney Island the area’s go-to dog 
spot — right across from the Cyclone. 
 Photos by Jon Farina

MAN BITES DOG
Feltman’s of Coney Island returns to the People’s Playground

most iconic —and convenient — items of 
American cuisine. 

In fact, it was Feltman who taught a 
young Nathan Handwerker everything 
he knew about franks and buns, but 
Feltman’s hot dogs never got quite as 
famous as those of his protégé, and the 
original Feltman’s restaurant closed in 
1954.

 Recently, a historian-turned-restau-
rateur, Michael Quinn, has revived Felt-
man’s 1867 recipe and dedicated himself 
to returning the original red hot to the 
People’s Playground.  

“It’s really great to bring the hot dog 
back to where it all started,” said Quinn, 
who has another location in Manhattan. 
“I think sometimes you need to go back to 
square one — take the hot dog and bring 
it all the way back to Charles Feltman. It 
tastes way different.”

And the franks are healthy to boot, 
or as healthy as a hot dog can be, claims 
Quinn.

“It’s a completely clean hot dog, no 
nitrates or fi llers,” said Quinn. “If there 
were a healthy hot dog it’d be Feltman’s.”

It has been a long haul, but this sum-
mer,  Quinn’s resurrected Feltman’s of 
Coney Island  replaces the shuttered Cy-
clone Cafe and White Castle at W. 10th 
Street and Surf Avenue, which is oper-
ated by Luna Park.

Besides slinging Feltman’s classic 
red hots, Quinn does more than imitate, 
and offers diversifi ed dogs that play off of 
Feltman’s place in the rich history on Co-
ney Island. 

For example, Quinn offers the “Al Ca-
pone” — a hot dog smothered in Michael’s 
of Brooklyn vodka sauce and sprin-
kled with shredded Parmesan cheese in 
honor of the budding Brooklyn gangster 
who used to stop by Feltman’s for a frank 
before heading to work as a bouncer at 
Coney Island’s Harvard Inn, long before 
seeking his fortune in Chicago.

Feltman’s doesn’t need fl ashy frank 
gimmicks to sell dogs, but Quinn has 
joked with prolifi c Nathan’s hot dog eater 
Takeru Kobayashi about starting a Felt-
man’s hot-dog eating contest up against 
the Nathan’s Fourth of July tradition, in 
which competitors eat as slowly as possi-
ble — to savor the sausage.

“I joked with Kobayashi about doing 
the competition in reverse,” said Quinn. 
“We want to do our thing.”

Feltman’s vs. Nathan’s: The tale of the tape
Feltman’s of Coney Island HOT DOG MAKER Nathan’s Famous

1870 FOUNDED 1906

Charles Feltman FOUNDER Nathan Handwerker

$4.25 COST $4.35

Beef in a lamb casing INGREDIENTS Beef in a lamb casing

Feltman’s secret “old-world, 
German-style” spice blend

EXTRA SPICES A secret spice mix from 
Handwerker’s wife’s grandmother

8 inches LENGTH 6–7 inches

Al Capone frequented the original 
Feltman’s of Coney Island while 
working as a bouncer at Coney 
Island’s Harvard Inn

FUN FACT Franklin D. Roosevelt served 
Nathan’s hot dogs to the King and 

Queen of England in 1939
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HONORING THE FALLEN: A pair of students from Fort Hamilton High 
School played “Taps” to honor the sacrifi ce of brave men and women.   
 Photo by Sean Murphy

Memorial Day Parade 
marks its 150th year 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Brooklynites from all corners 
of the borough jammed Third 
Avenue in Bay Ridge during a 
driving rainstorm on May 29 
for the 150th anniversary of 
the nation’s oldest Memorial 
Day parade.

Thousands marched up 
the avenue from 77th Street in 
the Kings County Memorial 
Day Parade — a prolifi c pro-
cession that included seven 
fl oats, 18 bands, and more 
than 100 different groups — 
to salute those who died serv-
ing their country, and honor 
those who returned.

The longest continuous 
Memorial Day parade in 
the U.S. dates back to when 
Brooklyn was the nation’s 
third-largest city, and no ex-
pense was spared to celebrate 
this year’s milestone, said the 
parade committee chairman.

“We pulled out all the 
stops,” said Ridgite Raymond 
Aalbue. “It was the biggest 
parade ever. A lot of people 
came out. Can you imagine if 
it wasn’t raining?”

The parade convened at 
John Paul Jones Park on 
101st Street and Fourth Av-
enue, where veterans, active 
service members, and those 
who gave their lives were 
honored with an elaborate 
ceremony. Bagpipers played 
“Amazing Grace” as fl ag 
bearers and members of the 
military marched into the 
park. Representatives of the 
Veterans Service Organiza-
tion laid a wreath at the base 
of a stage set up near the cen-

ter of the green space. The ob-
servance culminated with a 
21-gun salute fi red by the Vet-
erans Corps of Artillery, and 
a plaintive playing of “Taps” 
by pair of students from Fort 
Hamilton High School.

“It really strikes home, the 
effect of losing so many men 
and women due to war,” said 
Aalbue, an Air Force veteran 
who served in Korea from 
1967 to ’71. “Every aspect of 
the ceremony is important — 
it’s all about respect.”

One of the parade’s grand 
marshals agreed.

“Somebody has to remem-
ber those veterans who gave 
their lives, and if we don’t re-
member them they’ll just be 
forgotten souls,” said Carroll 
Gardener Prisco DeAngelis, 
who served in the Army in Ko-
rea from 1952 to ’54. “People 
should remember what they 
did, and to have the parade 
and everyone who remembers 
give tribute is a great thing. 
It’s important work.”

TRIBUTE TO VETS: The ceremony 
paid homage to those who fought 
to protect their country.  
 Photo by Sean Murphy

BY JULIANNE CUBA
He’s Bernin’ up!

Brooklyn-born Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders de-
nounced racism, sexism, and 
xenophobia during his address 
to graduates of Brooklyn Col-
lege at the Barclays Center on 
May 30, and used the podium 
to unleash a thinly veiled at-
tack on President Trump.

“If we are prepared to stand 
together, if we take on greed 
and selfi shness, if we refuse to 
allow demagogues to divide us 
up, there is no end to what the 
great people of our nation can 
accomplish,” said the James 
Madison High School alum, 
who didn’t utter Trump’s 
name. “You know, and I know, 
that these are tough times in 
our country, But looking out 
at the beautiful people in front 
of me, I have enormous con-
fi dence in the future of our 
country.”

The  Flatbush-native  and 
former presidential hopeful, 
who attended Brooklyn Col-
lege in 1959 but ended up grad-
uating from the University 
of Chicago in 1964, made the 
comments before a  profoundly 
diverse class  of more than 
4,100 — many of whom are im-
migrants or the children of 
immigrants from  more than 
143 countries, and who speak 
nearly 100 different languages. 
His address came  during a 
time when the school has been 

rocked by  anti-Muslim and 
anti-Semitic rhetoric , caught 
in the middle of the complex 
Israeli-Palestinian confl ict, 
fi ghting to ultimately become 
a “ sanctuary campus ” for un-
documented students, and 
criticized surrounding the 
City University of New York’s 
decision to  invite Palestinian-
American activist Linda Sar-
sour to speak at its upcoming 
commencement .

The self-proclaimed Demo-
cratic Socialist implored the 
graduating Bulldogs to stand 
up to hateful rhetoric, as some-
one whose own childhood was 
shaped by his family fl eeing 
anti-Semitism and the Holo-
caust, he said. 

“From that experience, 
what was indelibly stamped 
on me was the understand-
ing that we must never allow 
demagogues to divide us up by 
race, by religion, by national 
origin, by gender or sexual 
orientation,” said Sanders 
during his speech. “Black, 
white, Latino, Asian Ameri-
can, Native American, Chris-
tian, Jew, Muslim, and every 
religion, straight or gay, male 
or female, we must stand to-
gether. This country belongs 

to all of us.”
Sanders also addressed the 

country’s shrinking middle 
class and the deepening pock-
ets of the one percent — a fa-
vorite theme of his from the 
campaign trail, along which 
he also returned to his roots to 
stump outside his childhood 
home last April. 

And Sanders offered the 
graduates one fi nal message 
before they moved their tas-
sels to the other side and threw 
their caps in the air —  to not 
sit idly by, but to stand up and 
fi ght for what they believe in. 

“So today, as you graduate 
Brooklyn College, my message 
to you is very simple. Think 
big, not small, and help us cre-
ate the nation that we all know 
we can become,” he said to loud 
cheers.

A handful of other poli-
ticians also addressed the 
crowd, including Sen. Chuck 
Schumer, Public Advocate Le-
ticia James, Borough Presi-
dent Adams, and Councilman 
Jumaane Williams (D–Mid-
wood), who is also a Brooklyn 
College alum. 

The school awarded Sand-
ers with an honorary Doctor 
of Humane Letters.

HE’S A GRAD NOW: (Clockwise from top) Sen. Bernie Sanders gives the 
commencement address for Brooklyn College at Barclays Center on May 
30. He then sat with college president Michelle Anderson before receiv-
ing his honorary degree. Brooklyn College / Marko Jokic 

Bernie Sanders 
attacks Trump

Celebrates diversity at Brooklyn College commencement

A DEMAGOGUE?: President Don-
ald Trump. Associated Press 
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Caroline Adams 
Georgetown  
University 

Olivia Burek 
Northeastern  

University 

Lauren Duggan 
University of  

Scranton 

100 years creating leaders & #girlbosses 
in Park Slope, Brooklyn! 

2017 Open Houses 
Thursday, October 5: 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, October 22: 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Valedictorian Salutatorian Salutatorian 

Saint Saviour High School  
                

             Congratulates the  
              100th Anniversary  

             Class of 2017! 

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!
If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 

selling or appraisal contact our expert: 
at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$A
VE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2017.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
A Brooklyn legal iconoclast 
is looking to go from the 
dock to the bench.

The  recently exoner-
ated Sunset Park attorney 
John O’Hara  is running for 
a judgeship in Brooklyn’s 
Civil Court. O’Hara — whose 
controversial conviction for 
voter fraud was overturned 
this past January after 20 
years and whose license to 
practice law was also re-
voked until 2008 — believes 
he brings a fresh face to the 
bench that’s necessary for 
fairness and justice inside 
the courtroom.

“I bring a perspective 
that nobody has ever seen 
before,” said O’Hara, who 
also ran for seats  both 
in City Hall and Albany.  
“When you’ve been wrong-
fully convicted for 20 years 
of a crime, you immerse 
yourself in the system and 
its pitfalls and the faults, 
because when you’re an at-
torney and then that license 
gets taken away, you value 

it even more.”
Then-District Attorney 

Charles Hynes — who was 
alleged to have a personal 
vendetta against O’Hara 
for challenging his pal and 
former Park Slope Assem-
blyman James Brennan — 
 charged O’Hara with felony 
voter fraud in 1996, for cast-
ing a ballot in the wrong 
election district . 

And one year later in 
1997, a judge found O’Hara 
guilty on all counts — mak-
ing him the only other per-
son convicted for illegal vot-
ing since suffragette Susan 
B. Anthony, when she cast 
her own ballot in 1873 before 
women were even allowed to 
vote — and sentenced him to 
five years probation, $20,000 
in fines, 1,500 hours of com-
munity service, and banned 
him from practicing law 
and voting. 

But under Acting District 
Attorney Eric Gonzalez,  a 
judge overturned O’Hara’s 
conviction six months ago , 
making this  upcoming elec-

tion his first run for office 
as a truly free man , he said.

“The feeling is a little 
strange. Six months ago I 
was a convicted felon, and 
now I’m running for judge,” 
said O’Hara.

O’Hara’s slate for the 
Democratic primary in Sep-
tember includes himself and 
five other candidates, as 
part of what he is calling a 
“rage against the machine” 
to challenge the Brooklyn 
Democratic Party’s status 
quo of choosing who gets the 
gavel. 

The party’s Judicial 
Screening Committee nom-
inates a candidate through 
the screening process and 
then backs them — but the 
process is far from indepen-
dent, and O’Hara’s slate of 
six is looking to take on the 
machine, he said. 

“The whole so-called in-
dependent judicial screen-
ing panel is not very inde-
pendent. We have nothing to 
do with that,” he said. “Ma-
chine-backed candidates, 

those are the people we are 
running against. We are all 
independent candidates.”

Of the six seats for county-
wide civil court judge, up 
for election this year, three 
incumbent justices — Robin 
Sheares, Carolyn Wade, and 
Frederick Arriaga — are all 
running for re-election, and 
because they already have 

the backing of  the county 
party, none of them are fac-
ing a serious challenger. 

But O’Hara said that pro-
tecting incumbents from 
challengers is a cozy, anti-
democratic tradition that 
he and his slate intend to 
buck.

“Where incumbents don’t 
get a challenger, I call that 

HEADED TO THE BENCH: Sunset Park attorney John O’Hara is running a 
slate of six candidates, including himself, for Civil Court Judge.  
 File photo by Colin Mixson

From exoneration to elevation
Newly freed attorney is running for judgeship 
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LOANS AVAILABLE 

$15,000

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

Our best memories begin
with a single day at the beach...

718-634-1500
nysilvergull.com

718-634-2500
nybreezypoint.com

Experience the whole summer

Summer
2017



COURIER LIFE, JUNE 2–8, 20176    B GM BR

Time:          7:30 pm-9:30 pm
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It’s Movie Night 
Join us for a short subject film. Great talk. And a bag of popcorn.

Date:  Wednesday Evening, June 14, 2017
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Main Feature

It’s Movie Night

“How The Brain READS”

 Q & A Discussion Will Follow The Movie Featuring:

Limited Parking Available At The Kings Bay Y Lot

This  is  A Free Brooklyn Community Event  Sponsored by:

COMMITTEE 
ON DYSLEXIA 
EDUCATION

�����������	�
������	�����

David G. Greenfield
New York City Councilman

Chaim M. Deustch
New York City Councilman

For more information contact CODE: Committee on Dyslexia Education at 718-972-0170 ext 101 or info@dyscode.org

*Each attentee at this event will get a chance to win a $25 movie gift card. 1 ticket per person. You must be present to claim your prize.

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWB PARKS TASK FORCE & 

62nd PRECIENT COMMUNITY COUNCIL   

presents  

86TH ST. BENSONHURST 
FESTIVAL 

SUNDAY JUNE 8TH, 2014   11AM – 5PM 
19th Avenue to Bay Parkway on 86th St.   

FOOD, GAMES, RIDES, MUSIC  

“A SHOPPER’S PARADISE” 
PLUS  

STREET VENDORS - WHOLESALERS  
STORE SALES!!  

5

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

BY MATT JOHN
Brooklyn war hero Capt. Michael 
Berdy was honored in his native Coney 
Island with a street co-naming on West 
Aveneue on May 22.

Thanks to a push by Community 
Board 13 and Councilman Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island), West Avenue 
between Ocean Parkway and West 
Fifth Street is now Captain Michael E. 
Berdy Way.

Local leaders gathered a week be-
fore Memorial Day for a ceremony to 
unveil the new street sign and pay trib-
ute to a hero who died for his country 
after a lifetime of serving his commu-
nity, according to one CB 13 member.

“He was an amazing person,” said 
Stephen “Butch” Moran, who grew 
up with Berdy. “He just helped do the 
right thing for America and he should 
be honored in perpetuity for it.”

Straight out of central casting, 
Berdy was a Boy Scout, played foot-
ball at Lincoln High School, graduated 
West Point, and volunteered for de-
ployment to Vietnam in 1965. After be-
ing injured in battle, he turned down 
a transfer out of the war zone, and re-
turned to the fi ght. Berdy was killed in 

a helicopter crash in 1967, the day af-
ter Christmas, just days before he was 
scheduled to return home. 

After his passing, Brooklyn recog-
nized Berdy’s impact both in and out-
side of the community. Both PS 188 
and the football fi eld at Lincoln High 
School were named after Berdy, but 
several years later the football fi eld 
was re-named after Fred Trump — 
father of President Trump — after 
Trump gave money to the school.

Members of CB 13 wanted to make 
sure that Berdy’s name had a perma-
nent place in the community, accord-
ing to the district manager. 

“We didn’t want to lose Captain 
Berdy’s memory, so we decided to em-
bark on a street naming for him,” said 
Eddie Mark. “It took about three or 
four years to do and his name is now 
on the corner of Ocean Parkway.”

Moran, who spearheaded the co-
naming effort, assured the crowd at 
the ceremony that his childhood friend 
deserved the honor.

“Was he a hero? Absolutely. Was 
he a role model? Absolutely. Was he a 
gift to us all? Absolutely,” said Moran. 
“Should we honor him? Absolutely.”

ALL IN THE FAMILY: Councilman Mark Treyger, at right, honored the late Capt. Michael E. 
Berdy’s memory with Berdy’s father Irwin, at left, and brother Andy, center, at a street co-
naming on Ocean Parkway at West Avenue on May 22. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Oh Captain, my Captain!
Coney street co-named for local hero
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Now is the Time to Take Advantage,  
So Don’t Wait! Call Us Today!

Call 855-iBank4U (855.422.6548)
Visit investorsbank.com

Investors would like you to know:
NEW MONEY IS DEFINED AS MONEY NOT ON DEPOSIT AT INVESTORS BANK AFTER 12/1/2016. 
1. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Consumer Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at 
any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $12.00 monthly service fee. 
2. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Business Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at 
any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $10.00 monthly service fee. 
THESE OFFERS ONLY AVAILABLE AT INVESTORS BANK BRANCHES IN BROOKLYN, MANHATTAN, QUEENS AND LONG ISLAND.  ALL OFFERS MAY BE WITHDRAWN AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE.  
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTION ACCOUNTS ARE EXCLUDED FROM THESE OFFERS.  
INVESTORS BANK NAME AND WEAVE LOGO ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. ® 2017 INVESTORS BANK, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Receive PROMOT IONAL  APY 
with a minimum balance of $5,000

NEW YORK  
MONEY MARKET
SAVINGS

CONSUMER 1 &  BUS INESS 2

Make the right  
play with Investors.

Phil Simms

Boomer Esiason
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63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Fraud haul 
A fraudster hacked an E. 32nd 

Street man’s electronic tablet and 
tricked him out of $1,000 on May 23.

The 65-year-old man told offi cers 
that he was using his iPad in his 
home between Avenue R and Fill-
more Avenue when he got a chat 
message from someone claiming to 
be an Apple employee. The trick-
ster told the man there was an issue 
with the tablet, and he could fi x it if 
the victim purchased an iTunes gift 
card for the amount of $1,000 and 
gave him the card number. 

The victim told police he went to 
the pharmacy, purchased the gift 
card, and read the number to the 
thieves before realizing the sham, 
according to the report.

Ghost bandit
Someone stole a pricey ring from 

a woman’s E. 42nd Street home on 
May 22. 

The woman told authorities that 
someone took her ring from her 
bedroom at her home near Avenue J 
between 6:30 and 9 pm. Cops said the 
woman suspects three home health 
aides that work in her home as the 
culprits, according to the report.

Smash and dash
A robber broke into a car parked 

on E. 57th Street on May 27. 
The victim told police that he 

parked his vehicle near Avenue L 
around 3 am and returned around 
3 pm to fi nd his passenger-side win-
dow broken. Police say the thief got 
away with the victim’s wallet, which 
contained four of his credit cards.

Free will
A marauder broke into a car 

parked on E. 58th Street sometime 
overnight on May 26. 

The owner told cops that he left 
his unlocked vehicle on the street 
between Avenue O and Fillmore Av-
enue around 7:30 pm. When he re-
turned the next day around 7 am, he 
noticed several of his credit cards 
that were left in the car were miss-
ing, according to offi cials.

— Alexandra Simon

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Rock rumble
A cad struck a woman with a 

rock on 87th Street on May 24. 
The woman told police she was 

between Third Avenue and Ridge 
Boulevard at 7 pm when a man sud-
denly rocketed a stone at her, au-
thorities said. 

The boulder hit the woman’s 
right arm, causing swelling and 

pain, police said.

Home invader
A thief crept into a man’s Colo-

nial Road apartment on May 27 and 
swiped a box of cash, but then left it 
behind. 

The baddie scaled the fi re escape 
at the home between 91st and 92nd 
streets at 5 pm, said police. Once 
inside, the raider swiped a locked 
metal box with $15 in it, according 
to a police report. 

But cops later found the box and 
the cash on the roof, offi cials said. 

Locker raid
A goon busted into a man’s locker 

while he was working out at a Third 
Avenue gym on May 23.

The victim told police that he 
stashed his wallet and cash in the 
locker at the fi tness center between 
71st and 72nd streets at 4 pm. 

But when he returned, his gear 
was gone without a trace, cops said.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Blowtorch baddie
A goon tried to melt a lock open 

with a blowtorch on Highlawn Av-
enue on May 25.

The owner of the store told po-
lice that she entered her business 
between W. Seventh and W. Eighth 
streets at 9:30 pm to discover a blow-
torch beside the entrance to the cel-
lar. The lock was damaged, but in-
tact, according to a police report. 

Security camera footage showed 
a man armed with a blowtorch set 
the lock ablaze, but the bozo even-
tually gave up, set the torch down, 
and simply walked away, authori-
ties said. 

Unwelcome guest
A sneak with a spare set of keys 

waltzed into a man’s apartment 
while he and his wife were at home 
on May 19.

The victims told police that the 
home invader used a key to enter 
the apartment between Cropsey Av-
enue and Shore Parkway just after 7 
pm. But when the would-be burglar 
saw that the man and his wife were 
home, he booked it down the hall 
and out of the building. 

The puzzled apartment dwellers 
have no idea how the man got his 
hands on an extra key, the victims 
told police.

Good Samaritans
Two ruffi ans tried to bust into a 

Bay 40th Street home on May 17.
A pair of witnesses were in their 

apartment between Benson and 
Bath avenues at 10 pm when they 
heard a loud bang and ran out into 
the hallway of their building, where 
they spotted two punks trying to 
break into their neighbor’s unit. 

The scared-off duo fl ed the scene, 
hopped into a black van, and drove 
off, according to a police report. 

Not so fast
Police arrested two men who 

they say broke into a guy’s Avenue P 
apartment on May 16 and assaulted 
him.

The victim told police that the 
men forced their way into his apart-
ment between W. 10th and W. 11th at 
2 pm. The suspects began punching 
and kicking him to the point where 
his face was scraped and sliced 
open, said police. 

The men grabbed $250 before fl ee-
ing the scene. But the victim knew 
the duo and police were able to track 
down the men, offi cials said. 

Squatters wrongs
Cops cuffed a man who refused to 

leave his Benson Avenue apartment 
on May 11 after he was evicted.

The landlord told police that he 
served the man legal papers on May 
2 seizing legal possession of the 
apartment between Bay 32nd Street 
and 23rd Avenue at noon and said 
that the tenant was no longer al-
lowed on the property. 

But the man busted the lock on 
the front door and continued living 
in his home as if nothing had hap-
pened, according to a police report.

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Whip it
Police arrested a man for beating 

a guy with a belt on W. 20th Street 
on May 22.

The victim told police that he was 
between Neptune and Mermaid ave-
nues at 2 am when the man jumped 
out at him and began whipping him 
in the chest and back with the belt. 
Emergency responders took the vic-
tim to Coney Island Hospital and po-
lice on the scene cuffed the suspect, 
according to a police report.

Umb-elievable 
A cad beat a woman with an um-

brella on W. 24th Street on May 25. 
The woman told police that she 

entered her apartment building be-
tween Surf and Mermaid avenues at 
4 pm. Suddenly, a man jumped out 
and struck her in the head with an 
umbrella, offi cials said. 

Emergency responders treated 
the woman and transported her to 
Coney Island Hospital, said police. 

Slice and grab
A thief slashed a sleeping man’s 

pockets and stole his wallet at the 
Stillwell Avenue subway station on 
May 28.

The victim told police that he 
boarded a D train at the 59th Street 
station in Manhattan and drifted 
off. But when he awoke at the Still-
well Avenue station he discovered 
his back right pocket was cut open 
and his wallet, stuffed with cash 
and bank cards, was gone, said a po-
lice report. 

Without a trace
A safecracker stole $1,200 from 

an Ocean Parkway store’s safe on 
May 22.

The owner of the metal box told 
police that the combination safe was 
locked in the supervisor’s offi ce.

 — Caroline Spivack

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

What a spin!
A brute and his accomplice 

swiped a fi dget spinner from a Nos-
trand Avenue store on May 28 and 
beat up a teen who tried to stop 
them, police said.

The baddie grabbed the $20 
stress-relieving toy from the store 
near Avenue T at about 3 pm, and 
when a 17-year-old boy confronted 
him, he hit the teen in the face, caus-
ing a cut on the right side of his face, 
according to authorities. 

Another punk then whacked the 
victim in the head with a broom, of-
fi cials said. 

While she was sleeping
A nogoodnik broke into a wom-

an’s E. 26th Street home sometime 
overnight on May 27 and stole her 
purse, police said.

The woman told police the in-
truder climbed through a window 
in her home near Kings Highway 
while she was sleeping sometime be-
tween 11 am and 7 am, and grabbed 
her bag from on top of the radiator, 
according to authorities. 

The baddie ran off with the bag 
containing a debit card, credit card, 
gold earrings, and cash, and charged 
$40 to her credit card at about 4 am, 
offi cials said. — Julianne Cuba
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WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 7/31/17.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

+ PARTS
+ TAX

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, 
Austin Air Purifi ers

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

De Blasio Affordable Housing Myth #1
Mayor Bill de Blasio is creating, preserving and protecting affordable housing for families that need it most.

The Facts:
168,000 wealthy tenants with annual incomes of  $100,000+ occupy nearly • 
20% of all rent-regulated apartments. (Source: U.S. Census Bureau)

What’s de Blasio doing for 172,000 households with annual incomes of less • 
than $25,000?

Only 5% of 40,000 affordable units under de Blasio went to tenants making • 
less than $25K. (Source: Gothamist, 2/10/16) … “de Blasio’s… program will 
yield a grossly inadequate amount of housing for… the people who need it 
most.” (Source: Metropolitan Council on Housing)

De Blasio’s Housing Policies: Politics & Hypocrisy
Next Week: de Blasio Myth #2

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Tuesday at 2:00 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY TUESDAY AT 2:00PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio



COURIER LIFE, JUNE 2–8, 201710    B GM BR

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They were really pampered!

About 50 youngsters and their par-
ents collected fresh diapers for less-
fortunate families during a “No Child 
Wet Behind” Diaper Drive, 5K Walk, 
and 1K Family Fun Run in Marine 
Park on May 21, sponsored by the Flat-
bush Doulas — a group dedicated to as-
sisting women during childbirth. 

Parents came with their own dia-
per-wearing babies in tow, but brought 

some extra dry ones to donate — and 
for a mother, there’s no greater feeling 
than being able to help out families in 
need, said one volunteer with the Flat-
bush Doulas.

“I’m a mother and that’s just some-
thing that I can align with,” said Ma-
lika Cumbie, who lives in Crown 
Heights. “I had a home water birth 
and I just believe in supporting other 
mothers, anything that has to do with 
supporting mothers.”

Volunteers collected about 500 dia-
pers that will be donated to the Pros-
pect Family Support Center, an orga-
nization that cares for children when 
their parents are unable to. The drive 
was the fi rst of its kind, but was a great 
success — and an excellent way to ed-
ucate people about the organizations 
dedicated to supporting women and 
families, said the owner of the Flat-
bush Doulas. 

“We were grateful, we thought it 

turned out really well,” said Yael B. 
Yisrael. “We got to speak to a lot of peo-
ple who stopped by.”

Kids also got to let out some energy 
during the run around the park, and get 
their faces painted, which they loved 
— and it was all for a good cause, said 
Brownsville resident Niemah Lasco.

“The kids had fun — got their face 
painted, and had little activities for 
them to do, bubbles, ring toss,” she 
said. “It felt good.”

Loading up at Marine Park diaper drive

DIAPER DUTY: (Left) Families donated Pampers for the Prospect Family Support Cen-
ter during the No Child Wet Behind Family Fun Run on May 21. (Above) Dorothy Jones 
and Niemah Lasco enjoyed the walk.  Photos by Jon Farina

Still Jewish Family owned
and Independently operated

We are pleased to announce that PARKSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC 
has relocated it’s funeral home to 

1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY (1 block from Kings Highway)

Our Helpful and experienced staff remains the same

Our telephone number remains the same

718-338-1500
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�rooklyn:

home of coney island,  
 the brooklyn bridge, 

and now 
newyork-presbyterian   
brooklyn methodist hospital.

We’re bringing the people of Brooklyn the type of care that comes from being 

part of NewYork-Presbyterian. We’ve expanded our services and added more 

world-class specialists from Weill Cornell Medicine. They join the skilled 

doctors already here serving the community. Learn more at nyp.org/brooklyn
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FLIPFLIP

book group, “South Brooklyn Food 
and Drink,”  in March, inspired by 
the former chef of Bay Ridge steak-
house Chadwick’s, who in 2013  won an 
episode of the Food Network’s show 
“Chopped!”   

“That was the fi rst time in a long 
time that someone put South Brooklyn 
food out there,” said Tilelli. “And es-
pecially now, Facebook is a lot of poli-
tics and people just being nasty to each 
other. So I said, ‘I like culinary stuff, 
let me combine that to try and start 
something positive where people can 
have fun.’ ” 

Locals post meal snaps with brief 
reviews of restaurants, nearby foodie 
news and events, how-to videos, and 
swap recipes for some ambitious eats, 
including London broil prepared with 
a coffee and spice rub, a rack of hick-
ory lamb, and ebelskiver — Danish 
pancakes. 

It has become a space for locals to 
chew the fat on all things foodie in 
Southern Brooklyn and beyond. But 
Tilelli wasn’t expecting it to ripen into 
a recipe book. 

“The whole home-cook thing was a 
surprise because I really didn’t expect 
people to do that as much as they’re do-
ing,” said Tilelli. “I’m kind of a home 
cook, but people started posting things 
and I said, ‘Damn, I gotta up my game.’ 
I’m proud of it.” 

Aside from getting the creative 
juices fl owing, the trio who run the 
group hope people will venture out of 
the house and try a new restaurant, a 
new type of food, and just put a twist on 
whatever routine they’ve fallen into. 

“It’s a fun escape,” said Bay Ridgite 
Vladimir Vizner, who helps Tilelli run 
the group along with fellow Ridgite Bi-
anca Papas. 

“It’s an interactive way for people 
to discuss local eateries and it’s geared 
toward a Brooklyn crowd. It’s a fun es-
cape.”

Continued from page 1 

FOODIE

the Nautical Empress, which can 
carry up to 550 voyagers — dwarfi ng 
the max of 150 passengers on the city 
ferries — and is stocked with a bar and 
dance fl oor, making it an ideal candi-
date for private shindigs, according to 
the manager at Empire Cruises.

Now that the mercury is rising, the 
bookings are more frequent, and on 
weekends the pier can be completely 
overrun with post-booze-cruise revel-
ers — some whom also host their own 
afterparties in the parking lot, forcing 
ferry passengers to navigate a maze of 
makeshift dance fl oors strewn with 
empty liquor and beer bottles. 

The Nautical Empress has been 
stopping at the Brooklyn Army Termi-
nal for more than two years, but now 
that the citywide ferry dashes in and 
out of port as well, commuters and par-
tiers are clashing.

The city launched the Rockaway 
ferry route, that shuttles Queens resi-
dents to Sunset Park then to Manhat-
tan, on May 1. But the pier will be get-
ting another boost in traffi c with the 
launch of the Southern Brooklyn route 
this week, with a ferry shoving off 
from Bay Ridge, then stopping at the 
terminal, and then heading on to Red 
Hook.

The swell of traffi c could make 
waves for commuters, said one sea-
farer. 

“It’s confusing now, so when 

there are more boats around, I think 
it’s going to get hectic,” said Sunset 
Parker Lisa Noriega. “I’m all for peo-
ple having a good time — looks like 
fun — just maybe they should dock 
on the other side of the pier where 
there’s less room for confusion.” 

The city’s Economic Development 
Corporation runs the pier where ves-
sels can technically tie up anywhere 
along it, but at the moment there is 
only the one gangway for people to 
stream on and off of boats, according 
to a spokesman with the city agency.

A new gangway would require 
Dock NYC — which oversees the Nau-
tical Empress at port and is run by the 
Economic Development Corporation 
— to invest in building a new platform 
at another part of the pier. 

But that’s a last resort for the city, 
which plans on adjusting ferry sched-
ules to accommodate crowds at the 
pier if need be, said a spokesman with 
the Economic Development Corpora-
tion. 

BOOZE CRUISE: The boat can pack hundreds 
of seafarers and boasts a full bar for fun at 
sea.  Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

Continued from page 1 

PARTY BOAT

CUISINE CONNOISSEUR: Foodie Frank Tilel-
li founded the “South Brooklyn Food and 
Drink” Facebook group to get people out of 
the house and into Bay Ridge and Southern 
Brooklyn restaurants including Casa Cala-
mari. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 
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Authorized Magna Tiles Resellers

Original Fidget Spinners

Limited Edition 2017 Electric Kids Ride on Car

EVERY UNIQUE TOY FOR EVERY AGE!

at the Wave Baby And Toy Store

718-891-1800

Spend $75 or more & win 
2 TICKETS PER CUSTOMER TO

Only 
while supplies last.

Tickets are available by the theater. Must apply by instructions on voucher.

Visit Our Facebook Page
For our Daily Specials

BY MATT JOHN
It’s a battle of the broom-
sticks! 

Major League Quidditch ri-
vals the New York Titans and 
the Boston Knight Riders will 
descend on Brooklyn Bridge 
Park on June 10 for a three-
match series of the high-fl y-
ing game popularized by the 
Harry Potter children’s books 
— but the winner of this face-
off will be crowned without 
any player’s feet leaving the 
ground. 

Aspiring Quidditch stars 
may start out as wannabe 
wizards, but a league spokes-
man said it does not take long 
for them to tap athletic ability 
once they hit the fi eld. 

“People come to Quid-
ditch for Harry Potter, but 
people stay for the sport and 
the athleticism,” said Ma-
jor League Quidditch’s Jack 
McGovern. “It’s a chance to 
be active and play a unique 
sport with all genders.”

The coed sport is based 
off of a game that Potter and 
his fellow wizards play on 
brooms, which soar above 

the ground in the fi ctional 
series. But the mere mug-
gles who compete in Major 

League Quidditch, a game 
that combines elements of 
basketball, dodgeball, and 

rugby, do so on both feet, 
while holding a broom-like 
stick between their legs — 

a rule that makes the game 
more challenging, according 
to McGovern. 

“We kind of think of it like 
a handicap, like in basketball 
where you have to dribble the 
ball or in hockey where you 
play on skates,” he said. “In 
Quidditch, one hand has to be 
holding the broom and that 
makes it more diffi cult and 
fun.”

Teams are comprised of 
seven players — one seeker, 
three chasers, two beaters, 
and one keeper — who rack up 
points as they battle to catch 
a golden snitch, which takes 
the form of a runner dressed 
in yellow with a velcro “tail” 
that must be snagged for a 
game to end.  

Seekers chase the snitch 
while chasers try to throw 
balls into hoops guarded by 
keepers, and beaters hurl 
more balls at their opponents 
to slow their offense. 

Each ball through a hoop 
earns a team 10 points and 
catching the snitch is worth 
30, and the squad with the 
most points at the end wins.

Major League Quidditch fl ies into Brooklyn

HAVING A BALL: Major League Quidditch players will descend on Brooklyn Bridge Park on June 10, where the 
New York Titans will take on the Boston Knight Riders.  Photo composite by John Napoli with Associated Press photo

Brooklyn Bridge Park to host sport popularized by Harry Potter books
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JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

EBT

5/31 7AM - 6/1 7PM
31 1 2 3 4 5SALE STARTS

SWEET DEAL!

SPECIAL!

DELICIOUS!

Tomato Ketchup

2299$$
ea.ea.

Escarole and Chickory

lb.lb.6969¢¢

Ginger

lb.lb.6969¢¢$$44forfor22
California Cantaloupes

1129$$
Romaine Hearts Plum Tomatoes

7979¢¢
lb.lb.

$$349349
lb.lb.

Yellow Cheddar
Cheese

Water

9999¢¢$$499499
lb.lb.

Roasted Almonds

K

$$55lb.
bag
lb.
bag139139

Idaho Potatoes

D

Loaf Cakes

$$44forfor22

Seedless Grapes

$$129129
lb.lb.

$$199199
lb.lb.

Black Bing 
Cherries

ORGANIC

Grape Tomatoes 1199$$

Seedless 
Watermelons lb.lb.3939¢¢

$$

Large Eggs

ORGANIC 55forfor22

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The state Senate Democrats 
who refuse to sit with their 
party are now fi ghting among 
themselves.

State Sen. Simcha Felder 
(D–Midwood) —  who took 
home an award for being one 
of New York’s top conserva-
tive pols  and who has drawn 
ire from his colleagues for sit-
ting across the aisle with the 
Republicans —  penned a let-
ter to the head of the break-
away Independent Democratic 
Conference on May 24 urging 
the group of eight to rejoin the 
True Blues .

Felder’s letter was in re-
sponse to IDC leader state Sen. 
Jeff Klein’s (D–Bronx) own 
missive in which he asked all 
of the Senate Dems to sign 
a pledge — the Democratic 
Unity Pledge — to pass a pack-
age of seven bills boosting 
progressive causes, including 
abortion rights, immigration, 
and transgender equality.

And it came one day after 
 Dem Brian Benjamin cruised 
to victory to fi ll a vacant Sen-
ate seat in Harlem , giving the 
chamber’s Democrats a nu-
merical majority with 32 mem-

bers. But both Felder and the 
eight rogue members of the 
IDC prevent that majority by 
siding with the Republicans — 
leaving the rump Democratic 
Minority Conference with 
only 23 members. 

But it’s unlikely the turn-
coat faction will rejoin the 
party fold anytime soon.  After 
coming under public scrutiny 
recently because several of its 
members controversially re-
ceived stipends for commit-
tees they don’t head , Klein 
would have a hard time con-
vincing his members to give 
up their privileged positions of 
power and perks without reap-
ing any rewards, said a Demo-
cratic political consultant. 

“The question becomes, 
why would Klein give up the 
power that he has, which is 
not insignifi cant, and the 
power of his conference, to 
help the Democrats, who have 
been trying to destroy him, 
get power?” said Hank Shei-
nkopf. “There’s no incentive 
for Klein to take his members 
to join the Dems because they 
are going to be shunned and 
likely not get very much for 
doing it.”

And Felder’s ploy is all a 
big public play, too, to keep the 
spotlight off him, said Shei-
nkopf, knowing his fellow 
rogues won’t rejoin the fold, 

he can safely maintain his 
seat with the Grand Old Party 
that more closely aligns with 
his conservative constituents 
in his largely Orthodox Jew-

ish district.
“Felder is very conserva-

tive, a Democrat by party reg-
istration and by candidacy, 

State Senate’s rogue Dems trade barbs

RESIST: Zellnor Myrie holds up an anti-Independent Democratic Conference poster outside state Sen. Jesse 
Hamilton’s Crown Heights offi ce on May 24.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Continued on page 18
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and he caucuses with the Re-
publicans because they are 
much more likely to be in 
tune with his constituents,” 
he said. “And truthfully, be-
cause his constituency is 
much more conservative, then 
people might remember were 
to vote on social issues along 
with the Dems, he might get 
a primary for himself. It’s an 
interesting phenomenon, his 
lips say ‘yes, yes, yes,’ but his 
eyes say ‘no, no, no.’ ”

 Felder told this paper back 
in March that it was the IDC 
who prevented a true Dem ma-
jority, not him — and he would 
be happy to join his loyal Dem 
colleagues . But now, Felder is 
criticizing the IDC for giving 
eight votes to the Republicans, 
imploring them to rejoin the 
mainstream Dems, but won’t 
commit to joining the confer-
ence himself. 

Asked about his earlier 
statement, Felder’s offi ce only 
referred this paper back to his 
letter and said he would be 
“open to discussions at the ap-
propriate time.”

And t he IDC’s Democratic 
Unity Pledge , which  puts pres-
sure on the Senate Dems to 
pass the liberal legislation , is 
just cheap political theater to 

distract the leadership and 
the public from the faction’s 
hypocrisy, said one constit-
uent of fellow IDC member 
state Sen. Jesse Hamilton (D-
Crown Heights), who joined 
dozens of others at a  protest 
outside Hamilton’s offi ce on 
May 24. 

“It’s specious in that they 
are trying to put the other 
Dems on the line because they 
are saying not all Dems sup-

port it. They are defl ecting,” 
said Prospect Heights resi-
dent Judith Hertzberg. “The 
fact that the bills don’t even 
get to the fl oor is because the 
GOP won’t let them out of com-
mittee, so the notion of where 
do all the other Dems stand is 
a red herring. The roll can’t 
even be called.”

Sheinkopf said Klein’s 
unity campaign is a sly ploy 
to prove his power and pro-
gressiveness to his fellow 
Dems.

“Klein’s battle is not with 
the Republicans, it’s with 
the Dems,” said Sheinkopf. 
“Klein wants to prove he’s 
more progressive than the 
members of the Democratic 
conference, and that’s the 
smart thing to do — that way 
no one can accuse him of be-
ing anything less than pro-
gressive.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
IDC refused to elaborate on 
whether the group would re-
join the party fold, but said its 
main priority is the package 
of seven bills, and that Felder 
has shown his true colors by 
refusing to sign the pledge 
himself. 

“It’s telling that Simcha 
Felder didn’t sign the pledge. 
We now see where he stands 
on these seven crucial issues,” 
said Candice Giove. “Thirty 

two is not a magic number 
unless there are 32 Demo-
crats who are ready to stand 
up and unite on policies that 
combat Donald Trump. Until 
we achieve unity and stand 
up for women, immigrants, 
and the most vulnerable New 
Yorkers, all talk about a ma-
jority is nothing more than 
meaningless rhetoric on the 

part of failed leadership. The 
Independent Democratic Con-
ference has made its positions 
and its values clear. We are 
asking every other Senator to 
do the same. It’s time to call 
the roll.”

Felder’s offi ce refused to 
comment on which of the 
seven bills he would support, 
if any. 

THE RESISTANCE: A few dozen 
constituents protested outside 
Hamilton’s Crown Heights offi ce on 
May 24.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

NASTY WOMEN: Martha Llanos, Judith Hertzberg, and Alicia Villarosa 
protested outside Hamilton’s offi ce.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Continued from page 14
ROGUE DEMS
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I M P R O V E M E N T

The do-it-yourself movement has inspired 
many homeowners to tackle home repair and 
remodeling projects on their own. DIY proj-

ects can be rewarding, and many homeowners 
who have embraced the movement have discov-
ered talents they never before knew they had.

But no matter how simple popular home ren-
ovation television shows make remodeling proj-
ects appear, homeowners should know that such 
undertakings are far more difficult than they 
appear on television. Homeowners who overes-
timate their abilities and the time they have to 
complete projects can cost themselves substan-
tial amounts of money. In fact, there are a variety 
of reasons homeowners might want to work with 
professional contractors when tackling home im-
provement projects:

Experience
A trial-and-error approach can work with var-

ious projects and problems. But applying such 
an approach to home improvement projects is 

risky and potentially dangerous, not to mention 
costly. 

Experienced professional contractors with 
strong track records (seek recommendations 
from friends or neighbors) won’t have to go 
through trial and error, and are therefore more 
likely than do-it-yourselfers to complete a project 
on time and on budget.

Inspiration
One oft-overlooked benefit of working with 

professional contractors is the likelihood that 
they can draw up ideas for projects that home-
owners might otherwise never have thought up 
on their own. 

Homeowners without specific ideas in mind 
can ask contractors to come up with various sce-
narios before committing to a particular one. 
Veteran contractors can draw on years of expe-
rience to create designs that do-it-yourselfers 
might be incapable of coming up with or incapa-
ble of seeing through to completion.

Cost
Conventional wisdom suggests it’s less expen-

sive to do something yourself than to hire some-
one else to do it for you, but that’s not necessarily 
true of home improvement projects. Labor costs 
typically account for a substantial amount of pro-
fessionally contracted projects, but homeowners 
can cut those costs by volunteering to do some of 
the simpler tasks themselves. 

In addition, contractors often purchase materi-
als at a much lower cost than individual homeown-
ers because contractors buy in bulk. So while la-
bor costs might be lower on do-it-yourself projects, 
the cost of materials can offset those savings. 

Resale value
Many homeowners renovate their homes with 

eyes on improving the resale value of those homes. 
But if homeowners want to showcase a newly re-
modeled kitchen when selling their homes, they 
should be prepared for prospective buyers to ask 
who worked on the project. Fearing potential prob-
lems down the road, some buyers might be put off 
by homes that were remodeled by homeowners 
and not professional contractors.

Renovating a home on your own can be a re-
warding project for homeowners. But it’s impor-
tant that homeowners recognize the many benefi ts 
of working with professional contractors before 
making any fi nal decisions with regard to who 
will tackle their next project.  

Benefi ts of hiring 
professional contractors
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

For a lovelier 
laundry room

How to fi x that 
sticking door

Most people think of the laundry room 
as pretty utilitarian, but an increas-
ing number of savvy homeowners 

have found a way to make it pretty attrac-
tive.

Here are six tips and tricks that can 
help:

Let the sun shine in: Increasingly, 
builders and homeowners are moving laun-
dry areas from the basement to higher-traf-
fi c are as such as the master suite, kitchen, 
or mudroom. This allows for more natu-
ral light, which is always welcome in any 
workroom.

Save space: Laundry rooms are still 
pretty small, so maximizing space is key. 
With that, compact appliances and acces-
sories are very popular, as are bold and 
bright colors.

Old is new: In addition to effi cient mod-
ern dryers, many laundry rooms today fea-
ture good, old-fashioned drying racks for 
the things that shouldn’t go into the ma-
chine.

Enjoy yourself: For those who do have 
the space, the laundry room can be a place 
to relax with a TV and a wine rack.

Be “counter-productive”: If your 
washer and dryer are front loading, top 
them with a counter for folding and storage 
space.

Give the laundry room everything 

including the kitchen sink: A beautiful 
and durable laundry sink can add func-
tionality in a small space while elegantly 
complementing a fi nished laundry envi-
ronment.

Here’s what you should look for in a 
laundry room sink:

• Durable materials. 
• A deep bowl design for soaking.
• Low maintenance.
• Accessories made for the laundry 

space.
Drop-ins go over the counter and under-

mounts are under it. Undermounts tend to 
be more stylish and easier to wipe down 
from the counter — into the sink. Which 
one you need depends on which countertop 
material you have. An undermount works 
well with stone, quartz, or granite counter-
tops. A drop-in is better with less expensive 
materials.

  — North American Precis Syndicate

Nearly everyone has experi-
enced a sticking door that just 
will not close properly. This 

problem may become more notice-
able when temperatures rise and hu-
midity contributes to the swelling of 
wood doors and frames. 

According to The Family Handy-
man, a home improvement resource, 
the standard remedy for alleviating 
a sticking door is to remove the door 
and pare down the edges that are 
rubbing so that the door will once 
again swing freely. While this can 
solve the problem, it can be a hassle, 
as it requires refinishing the pared-
down edge and rehanging the door. 
Try these shortcuts first before cre-
ating more work than might be nec-
essary:

• Identify the problem area and 
rub it with a dry bar of soap. This 
should reduce friction and allow the 
door to close more easily.

• Remove humidity with a dehu-
midifier or by running an air condi-
tioning unit.

• Check for loose hinges or sag-
ging around the hinge. Tighten the 
fasteners to sure up the door and 

create better alignment.
• Spray the hinges with lubricant 

if you suspect sticking is originat-
ing because of squeaky hinges.

• Look for obstructions at the bot-
tom of the door. Is the door dragging 
on carpeting or being caught on 
something on the floor? It may be a 
matter of simply clearing away the 
obstruction.  
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BOROUGH PARK 

Maimonides Medical Center has 
been designated a Bariatric Surgery 

Center of Excellence. 
The healing center received the ac-

colades and accreditation as a Compre-
hensive Bariatric Center by the Amer-

ican College of Surgeons.

The designation recognizes sur-
gical programs with a demonstrated 

track record of 
favorable out-
comes in bar-
iatric surgery.

“This Center 
of Excellence 
designation is 
more than just 
an accolade for 
our Bariatric 
Surgery Pro-

gram. It’s an important accreditation 
that refl ects our commitment to ac-
commodating the needs of each and ev-
ery one of our patients,” said Dr. Pat-

rick Borgen, chairman of Surgery at 
Maimonides. 

To earn the prestigious accredita-
tion and Center of Excellence designa-
tion, Maimonides underwent a rigor-
ous process. 

“We begin by learning the entire 
health profi les of our patients, in part-
nership with their referring physi-
cians,” explained Dr. Danny Sher-

winter, director of Bariatric/Weight 
Loss Surgery. “And then our entire 
team works with each patient to deter-
mine the approach that offers the best 
opportunity for successful weight loss 
and continued health.”

“We don’t abandon our patients af-
ter surgery,” added Dr. Sherwinter. 
“We are committed to the long-term 
success of every patient and provide 
follow-up support and care to ensure 
the best possible outcomes.” 

Maimonides Medical Center [4802 
10th Ave. at 49th Street in Borough 
Park, (718) 283–6000].

DOWNTOWN

Clean up
Thanks are sent to Forest City 

New York for joining together with 
the Prospect Park Alliance to reju-
venate Prospect Park’s Children’s 

Corner.

Forest employees, for their annual 
Community Day, helped Prospect Park 
Alliance give a face lift to the Park’s 
Children’s Corner, an area on the east 
side of the park that hosts the Prospect 
Park Carousel, zoo, and Lefferts His-
toric House, and serves as a popular 
community gathering space for Brook-
lyn’s children and families. 

“As a Brooklyn-based company, 
it is our pleasure to support the park 

on its 150th anniversary,” said Mary-

Anne Gilmartin, president and chief 
executive offi cer of Forest City. “Pros-
pect Park is integral to the borough, 
and we strive to highlight our proj-
ects’ connectivity to the park as much 
as possible.”

“We are so thrilled to have Forest 
City New York and its employees take 
part in restoring the park as part of 
its Community Day,” said Sue Dono-

ghue, president of the Prospect Park 
Alliance.  

Forest City New York [1 MetroTech 
Center at Myrtle Avenue in Downtown, 
(718) 923–8400].

CARROLL GARDENS

Rozelles all around
Cheers to the MS 442 Carroll Gar-

dens School for Innovation for be-

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BAY RIDGE

Kudos are in order for Font-

bonne Hall Academy seniors 
Emily Manti, Keara Donahue, 
and Alyssa Federico. The super 
smart science students are all part 
of  Fontbonne’s Science Research 
Program. 

Emily presented her original re-
search at the Society for Research 

in Child Development conference 
in Austin, Texas, this April. She 
looked into the use of organized 
sports activities to promote social 
interactions for children on the au-
tism spectrum. She designed an 
early intervention to increase so-
cialization among children with au-
tism. Her mentor is Dr. Mark Laut-

erbach of Brooklyn College.
Keara researched the associa-

tions of specifi c types of childhood 
maltreatment and dimensions of 
psychopathy and how these asso-
ciations vary by gender within a 
diverse sample of undergraduates. 
The results showed that out of all 
types of childhood maltreatment, 
physical neglect was most strongly 
associated with psychopathy. She 

was also a fi nalist and fi nished 
third in the category of Behav-

ioral and Social Sciences at the 

New York City Science and Engi-

neering Fair. Keara’s mentor is Dr. 

Robert Latzman of Georgia State 
University. 

Alyssa studied behavior change 
among substance users with her 
mentor, Dr. Marc Swogger of the 
University of Rochester. She is cur-
rently working to publish her paper, 
entitled “Psychopathy and Self-Gen-
erated Treatment Goals Among Jus-
tice-Involved People with Harmful 
Substance Use.”

 Emily shared her enthusiasm 
for the program and explained, “I 
love the challenge.” 

All three are headed for bright 
futures. In the fall, Emily will at-
tend Northeastern University and 
plans to study engineering. Keara 
will attend Colgate University as 
an environmental economics major, 
and Alyssa will attend the Univer-

sity of Massachusetts Amherst to 
study speech pathology.

Fontbonne Hall Academy [9901 
Shore Rd. at 99th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748–2244].

Maimonides tops in bariatric surgery

Fontbonne leads way in research

ing honored by the National Center for 
Learning Disabilities with its Rozelle 

Founders Award. 

The award, founded in 2000, recog-
nizes schools that are successful in ad-
dressing the learning and social/emo-
tional needs of all students, including 
those with learning and attention is-
sues.

“We are honored to be presented 
with the Rozelle Founders Award, and 
are dedicated to empowering all of 
our students to be 21st-century criti-
cal thinkers, problem solvers, and 
thoughtful citizens,” said MS 442 prin-
cipal Noreen Mills. 

“MS 442 is an outstanding example 
of how schools can use evidence-based 
approaches to address students’ learn-
ing and attention needs in positive 
ways,” said Mimi Corcoran, presi-
dent and chief executive offi cer of the 
Center.

MS 442, Carroll Gardens School for 
Innovation [317 Hoyt St. at Union Street 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 222–6420]. 

PARK SLOPE

Into space
Borough middle-schooler Sel-

ena Ishikawa won a Junior Sci-
entist award in the Genes in 

Space Competition. Students 
in grades seven to 12 are charged 
with the challenge to design DNA 
experiments that address chal-
lenges in space exploration.

Selena studies at Park Slope 

Collegiate and worked with Ruby 

Alison of the Clinton School for 
Writers in Union Square. 

Their experiment tested 
whether the body plan of a ze-
brafi sh is impacted if its embryo 
is developed in microgravity. Sel-
ena and Ruby entered the compe-
tition as part of the American 

Museum of Natural History’s 

Lang Science Program, a seven-
year educational initiative that 
incorporates hands-on learning 
and scientifi c exploration under 
the mentorship of museum edu-
cators and scientists.

Selena and Ruby’s entry was 
among the top fi ve out of 145 pro-
posals submitted in their cate-
gory.

Standing O sends out a bucket 
full of stars to the teens. 

Park Slope Collegiate [237 Sev-
enth Ave. at Fifth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 832–4300].

WIZ KIDS: From left, Fontbonne Hall Academy seniors Emily Manti, Alyssa Federico, 
and Keara Donahue. 
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To the editor,
I applaud Ed Greenspan’s RODS 

(Restoration Of Discipline in Schools) 
initiative and I wish him success 
(“Dump the Disruptive,” Letters to 
the Editor, May 12). Should the initia-
tive come to pass, it will be welcomed 
by all legitimate students who go to 
school to learn and are currently 
prevented from doing so by today’s 
unruly (at times violent) children.

In the design phase of a new sys-
tem, there are many meetings where 
devil’s advocates sharpshoot a proj-
ect to address possible glitches. Here 
are some of those glitches:

In New York City we have many 
anti-education, self-serving enti-
ties, among those — politicians (cur-
rently, Comrade Bill) and the teach-
er’s union (UFT). Mr. Greenspan 
writes that “no child has the right to 
disrupt another child’s education.” 
True, but the exception is if that 
child is the child of parents who will 
vote for liberal politicians.

Some months ago, an elected city 
official (forgot her name) wrote an 
op-letter defending unruly behavior 
because (and I paraphrase) “even dis-
ruptive kids have the right to learn.” 
Of course, city officials who live in 
questionably safe neighborhoods 
need to take that position to appease 
their constituents and retain their 
do-nothing jobs.

Mr. Greenspan mentions fines for 
parents of disrupting children — in-
cluding decreasing welfare stipends. 
Obviously, such cases would go be-
fore liberal New York City judges 
who would rule in favor of the par-
ents. Welfare has become an inalien-
able right, among those, “life liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness” — and 
reducing such a right would be next 
to impossible.

I am also against mayoral con-
trol, and additionally, I am against 
parental control. We need honest 
educators who understand that the 
purpose of a school system is to ed-
ucate all children in a safe environ-
ment and to provide proper disciplin-
ary intervention when necessary.

One can get a pretty good idea of 
some types of students who go to our 
schools by observing their conver-
sations. I did that in my area high 

school and here are the methodology 
and results:

For a few days I stood on the cor-
ner with paper and pencil while kids 
walked to school and, to the best of 
my ability, I counted the words. At an 
average, one out of seven words was 
a profanity. To put that into proper 
context, try to write a 350-word es-
say that includes about 50 profane 
words. Pretty difficult, isn’t it? Ad-
ditionally, two of five conversations 
were about violence. While normal 
kids think about sports or a science 
project, these kids think about “my 
boyfriend gonna f--- him up good.”

Here’s an idea that I’ve been ad-
vocating for quite some time: When 
children are born into “families at 
risk,” the government must inter-
vene and help those families raise 
their children.

Needless to say, most families 
who live in public housing are de-
cent families, but the odds of success 
are against them because of uncon-
trolled gang violence, anti-society/
anti-cop “entertainment” and at 
times a lack of a father figure. It’s 
hard to do homework assignments 
while a 9mm round whizzes through 
your apartment window.

Combine that with the current 
pro-criminal government and an 
out-of-touch American Civil Liber-
ties Union and honest parents are 
placed in precarious conditions. For 
Pete’s sake, we have a Marxist com-
munist mayor and a pro-FALN pol-
itician in charge of New York City. 
What have they done for our kids? 
Ask them — then listen to the initial 
pause and watch their noses grow.

Elio Valenti
Brooklyn

To the editor,
And again the terrorists laugh!
Even though I have been in the 

wilds of Wisconsin for the past few 
weeks, I’ve not been away from the 
tragic news hitting families in Man-
chester, England. Once again Muslim 
terrorist scum have killed and now 
it’s the children they are targeting. 
More and more blood is being shed 
for this “religion of peace” and more 
and more I see nothing being done.  

Oh yes, there are memorial ser-
vices, candles being lit on sidewalks 
and the obligatory posters of peace 
being hung, although it has been 
well established that these terror-
ists laugh at our paltry reactions to 
their actions. Until the world unites 
and crushes these vermin to the last, 

I foresee only more tears.
Maybe the anti-terrorist pact 

signed by Mr. Trump and other Arab 
nations will bear fruit, though after 
over a thousand years of fighting, a 
concerted effort is the only thing that 
will finally stop the carnage. 

Robert W. Lobenstein
Marine Park

To the editor,
I agree wholeheartedly with many 

of the points in Elio Valenti’s letter, 
(“Both Could Be Write,” Letters to 
the Editor, May 26), but I disagree 
strongly with Ed Greenspan’s  let-
ter (“Discipline Doctrine,” Letters to 
the Editor, May 26). I strongly believe 
that every person has a “fine point,” 
but, unfortunately many students as 
well as adults have never been able to 
find their fine points. I believe that, 
if children were helped to find their 
strong points and interests both in 
school and at home, they would not 
become bored, confused and disrup-
tive. Even the most disruptive student 
can be helped by proper guidance to 
find a course of study meaningful 
and challenging enough to hold his 
or her interest and, eventually, lead 
to a meaningful career.

Mr. Greenspan, discipline by it-
self is not the answer to the problems 
of disruptive students. Having par-
ents sue other parents would only 
make things worse by causing par-
ents to fight each other. All parents, 
teachers and guidance counselors 
need to work together to help one an-
other and their children. Fining par-
ents of disruptive children will only 
make things at home worse for the 
children as well as their families.

What the Board of Education and 
society really need to do is create a 
better environment for all children, 
both at home and in school, an en-
vironment that, as Mr. Valenti sug-
gests, can bring out the finer points 
in each and every child. We need 
smaller classes, more vocational 
courses for non-college-bound stu-
dents, and capable teachers, admin-
istrators and guidance counselors 
who are carefully screened before 
hiring and properly trained and su-
pervised after being hired.

I also think the Board of Edu-
cation wastes a lot of money that 
could be used to build more badly-
needed schools and hire more quali-
fied teachers. They remove teachers 
who are too abusive or otherwise un-
able to teach from the classrooms, 
and pay them to sit in an office do-

ing nothing. These teachers should 
immediately be fired. If they sue, as 
many will, and they win, they can 
be given back pay. Otherwise they 
should never be paid or even continue 
to be employed by the Board of Edu-
cation. I wonder how expensive stan-
dardized tests are and whether they 
are really necessary, or whether the 
money these tests cost could be used 
instead to buy more books. I realize 
this is a state issue. Unfortunately, 
the  city and state Boards of Educa-
tion waste a lot of money that could 
be used to help students find their 
“fine points” and to help remedy dis-
ruption in their classrooms.  We all 
need to help disruptive students, not 
punish them. Elaine Kirsch

Gravesend

To the editor,
I was glad to see it reported that 

the repaving of Ocean Parkway from 
end to end had begun (“Tonight! 
Ocean Parkway repaving begins!” 
by Julianne Cuba, online May 15). 
However, I had to check on a couple 
things and found things were not as 
they seemed. I found two major er-
rors. First, the main road of Ocean 
Parkway is not being repaved. It’s be-
ing resurfaced. For those who don’t 
know the difference, resurfacing is 
placing a fresh layer of asphalt on 
the roadway to make it smooth. Re-
paving is removing the first layer or 
two of the road, leaving it for a week 
or two to allow for any pending work 
to be done (e.g. sewer, cable) and lay-
ing a new asphalt roadway. I invite 
anyone in the Department of Trans-
portation to refute this claim.

Second, only the main road is be-
ing done. The service roads are being 
ignored. There are many areas along 
the service roads in either direction 
where there are potholes, cracks, 
etc., where work is desperately 
needed. The only places I noticed 
that the service road was touched 
was at a couple major intersections 
where the resurfacing was done be-
tween the main and service roads 
and on the surface road for a few feet 
in either direction. If the thought 
is to return to do the service roads, 
all the machinery would have to be 
moved back to the starting position 
at Church Avenue. Again, I invite the 
Department of Transportation to ex-
plain why the service roads are not 
being done. As with any other road 
job, it should be done properly and 
completely.  Ronald Cohen

Gravesend
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bout 15 years ago, some 
friends whose kids went 
to the same pre-K as 

ours invited us to visit the 
bungalow colony an hour up-
state where they spend their 
summers. 

“Great!” we said. “But … 
what’s a bungalow colony?”

As it turns out, it’s a time 
portal that can transport you 
back to 1958. There you will 
find yourself in a world of im-
promptu coffee klatches, pot-
luck suppers and, best of all, 
no playdates. Kids just run 
around and make their own 
fun.

I know. Surreal.
In practical terms, we 

learned, a bungalow colony is 
actually a cluster of small, ba-
sic cabins — maybe 10, 20, up 
to about 100. Usually they’re 
near a lake, and most of them 
are an hour or two outside the 
city. The one we’d been invited 
to, Rosmarins in Monroe, NY, 
opened in 1941. There used to 
be hundreds of these “colo-
nies.” And while different eth-
nic groups would settle their 
own enclaves, somehow Jews 
took to the phenom the most 
enthusiastically. In fact, the 
old nickname for the Catskills 

was “The Jewish Alps.”
Bungalow colonies thrived 

from the 1920s till about the 
1970s, when they started dy-
ing out thanks to “The Three 
As” — airplanes (once people 
could travel to more exotic lo-
cales, they did), air-condition-
ing (no need for mountain air 
when you could crank up a cool 
breeze indoors), and assimila-
tion (once Jews and other mi-
norities were allowed to join 
clubs and neighborhoods pre-
viously closed to them, they 
didn’t have to hang out just in 
their own enclaves.) 

But even as many colonies 
were closing up — or tran-
sitioning to an ultra-Ortho-
dox clientele — Rosmarins 
not only continued to operate 
much as it had since it opened, 
it continued to exist in some 
kind of time bubble. Run by 
the same family for nearly 80 
years, its cabins still boast li-
noleum floors and Formica ta-
bles. But best of all, kids keep 
organizing their own games 
— cards, wall-ball, manhunt 
(tag at night with flashlights!). 

We visited our friends and 
felt nauseous with envy. Back 
in the city, we felt we had to 
watch our kids all the time. 
Here, our friends actually in-
structed us to simply let the 
kids go out and play. We did — 
and it was heaven! 

By the next summer, we had 
a bungalow of our own, and 
have been coming ever since. 
We still quote our younger son 
walking out the screen door 
that first summer, saying, 
“I’m going down to Johnny’s 
bungalow.” He was 3. And off 
he went. 

When that same boy turned 
9 and took the subway by him-
self, I founded Free-Range 
Kids, the book, blog and move-

ment dedicated to the idea 
that our kids are smarter and 
safer than society gives them 
credit for. But I wonder if it 
wasn’t possibly bungalow life 
that made me see, with my 
own eyes, the importance of 
unstructured, unsupervised 
time in childhood. 

Back in the city, we had 
the kids in science camp, soc-
cer lessons, all sorts of enrich-
ment. What I’d forgotten was 
how much more pleasant it is 
to have free time and figure 
out how to fill it.

Not that our kids be-
came great novelists or base-
ball champs just by goofing 
around. But they did end up 
spending their summers plain 
old playing — an activity in-
creasingly rare in this era of 
supervised, structured activi-
ties for kids. 

Peter Gray, a Boston Col-
lege psychology professor and 
author of the book “Free to 
Learn,” says that one of the 
saddest things we’ve done to 
kids is deprive them of the 
chance to play together in 
mixed age groups. For in-
stance, he says: A group of 
7-year-olds might not be able 
to play a game of gin rummy. 

But if they’re playing with a 
couple of 9-year-olds, they can. 
The older kids tell them, “Hold 
up your cards better! We can 
see them!” and, “Why did you 
throw that card out? You need 
it!” For their part, the 7-year-
olds are so desperate to act like 
the “big” 9-year-olds, they hold 
it together when they lose, in-
stead of crying like babies. 

In this way, everyone gets 
socialized: The older kids 
learn patience and empathy. 
They grow more articulate as 
they explain the rules to the 
little kids. And the little kids 
grow more self-controlled as 
they strive to be as cool and 
mature as the fourth graders. 
They focus. They may even 
learn some math — without a 
teacher in sight. 

Obviously, not everyone 
can rent a summer place. But 
everyone can reach back and 
remember their own sum-
mers, and the joy of hours 
stretching forth without any-
thing to do but play. 

As we try to give our kids 
every advantage, remember 
that the greatest gift just may 
be free time. Lots of it. 

Lenore Skenazy is founder 
of Free-Range Kids.

y anger level has 
reached critical mass.

In a world that is 
full of tragedy, little girls be-
ing shredded and maimed by a 
homemade shrapnel bomb, in 
a loser’s feeble attempt to gain 
admittance to 72 virgins and 
paradise, the only thing the 
media morons have to com-
plain about is that our presi-
dent Donald Trump called 
them “Evil Losers.” 

Damn, he is absolutely, 
100-percent correct. What 
type of winner blows up chil-
dren at a peaceful concert? At 
least President Trump called 
them something. The past ad-
ministration would not deign 
to call them anything but “vi-
olent extremists.” If even the 
word “Islamo” was attached 
to anything, former President 
Obama jumped away faster 
than a moth too close to the 
flame. 

The other viral sensation 
eating up 140 characters or 

less is the photo of Melania 
pushing The Donald’s hand 
away. 

Who cares? It ain’t none of 
our damn business. Not our 
monkey, not our circus. Be-
sides, if I wanted to gossip I’d 
buy a copy of the National En-
quirer. 

Here’s my message loud 
and clear: take your heads out 
of your posterior and get with 
the program. 

Trump’s new budget is in-
creasing military funding. 
This is not bad. Considering 
we have to deal with the nut 
in Asia, and the other nuts in 
the Middle East, our military 
needs to be up and running in 
tip-top shape. 

The new budget decreases 
government waste. Which is 
a very good thing. Just look at 
the amount of pork contained 
in all those government proj-
ects.

His budget also calls for 
cuts in a few federally funded 
programs. Not a bad thing at 
all, since most of those pro-
grams initiated long ago prob-
ably don’t need the funding 
any longer. 

Let’s consider the mega-
buck salaries of the CEOs of 
the contractors carrying out 
those programs. Possibly the 

cash to continue those pro-
grams should be taken from 
the exorbitant salaries the 
CEOs are paid for running 
non-profits that seem to be 
very profitable indeed.

Next on my list is the me-
dia’s obsessive need to not 
only know but to tell. I was 
listening to a broadcaster on 
CNN who reported that the 
U.S. media released the name 
of the alleged suicide bomber 
even before the citizens of 
Manchester were notified. 
What nerve! Give the Brits the 
right to release the informa-
tion on their own terms. It’s 
their news and they have their 
reasons for keeping the info 
on the down low. 

Zip those lips — loose lips 
sink ships!

Sometimes you need to 
keep your hand a secret, and 
play it close to the vest. “Play-
ing Poker for Dummies,” 
should be required reading for 
all members of the media.

Lastly, all you Hollywood 
Limousine Liberals — you 
know who you are — who keep 
complaining that Trump is all 
things evil, please note that 
the Islamo-losers he wants 
to keep out of our country do 
not like women, transgenders, 
gays, lesbians, and certainly 
not apostates. 

So pray hard and long that 
President Trump can effec-
tively rally the world’s leaders 
together to defeat this bunch 
of evil losers, because if ISIS 
has its way, you all will be the 
first to go.

Not for Nuthin,™ I’m tak-
ing the space to crow like a 
proud mama peacock: this 
past Tuesday my very smart 
and accomplished daughter 
Bri walked with her fellow 
graduates and moved over her 
tassel to receive her Bachelor 
of Science degree in Commu-
nications!

Follow me on Twitter @
JDelBuono.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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WK35_NYC_WRAP_6.2_COMMUNITY_BACK

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 
36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 5/30/17-6/4/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial 
promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment 
that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should 
see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. *†Save up to $1000 on select mattress sets from Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE. Savings vary by 
mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $100-$1000. Off er valid 5/30/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. *†Save up to $600 on select mattress sets from Beautyrest 
World Class or Serta iSeries. Savings vary by mattress set and model. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store dollar savings range from $300-$600. Off er valid 5/30/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †**Save up 
to $400 on select adjustable bases plus receive up to 2 free pillows (up to a $199.98 value). Purchase an LP700 adjustable base and save $400 plus receive 2 free pillows, purchase an LP500 adjustable base and save $200 plus receive 2 free pillows, or purchase any other adjustable base (select exclusions 
apply) and save $100 plus receive 1 free pillow (up to a $99.99 value). Not valid on previous purchases. Free pillow off er has no cash value. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 5/30/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Gift Off er: Off er valid 5/30/17-6/4/17. 
Purchase a Beautyrest Legend, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Hybrid Plus or Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackICE mattress set at $1299.99 and above and receive a Free Gift up to $300. Free Gift off er good towards in-store credit for free accessories including a luxury pillow (up to a 
$99.99 value), Premier mattress protector (up to a $119.99 value) or mattress frame (up to an $89 value). Free Gift breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$1999.99 and choose 1 for free (up to a $100 value), spend $2000-2999.99 and choose 2 for free (up to a $200 value), or spend $3000 or more and 
get all 3 for free (up to a $300 value). LuxLiving BlackICE pillows, LuxLiving Hyperchill pillows and DreamFit sheets excluded from Free Gift off er. Not valid towards mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Has no cash value, see store for details. *†*If you don’t 
love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible 
for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. †*In-store dollar savings range from $50-$1000. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. 
strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise 
indicated, off ers valid 5/30/17-6/4/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

SAVE UP TO

$600**†

Exclusively at

Minimum purchase of $2,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

SLEEP INTEREST FREE FOR 6 YEARS*

SAVE UP TO

$1000*†

On select mattress set purchases.+

Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier 

mattress protector or free mattress frame.

GIFT WITH 
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise 
that if you don’t love your new mattress, you can exchange or return 

it for your money back within 120 days.

QUEEN SETS 
STARTING AS LOW AS

$17999

OVER 15 QUEEN SETS
UNDER $99999

FIRM • QUEEN SET $49999

SAVE UP TO $300 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $79999

MEMORIAL DAY

SALE
ENDS SUNDAY

FIN
AL 

DAYS

Exclusively at

APRIL 24th – JUNE 18th

We’re collecting new clothes so local foster kids 
can look and feel their best! Bring your donation of 
new clothes to any Mattress Firm or donate online. 
To learn more visit mattressfi rmfosterkids.org

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONS   STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM  |
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S L E E P  I N T E R E S T  F R E E  F O R  6  Y E A R S*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

GIFT WITH  
PURCHASE

UP TO
$300**

On select mattress set purchases.
Good towards a free luxury pillow, free Premier mattress protector or free mattress frame.

MEMORIAL DAY

SALE

Exclusively at

 A hi-tech mattress that combines memory foam and 
Advanced Pocketed Coil™ Technology. Designed to be the 

perfect marriage of contouring comfort and superior support. 

A luxury mattress experience unlike any other. Pocketed 
coils and layers of memory and latex foams provide a fresh 

perspective on sleep.

 A luxurious mattress with BlackICE™ memory foam that immerses 
you in unmatched comfort for a completely restorative sleep 
experience. Designed to help maintain an ideal sleep climate. 

WK35_NYC_WRAP_6.2_COMMUNITY_INSIDE
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AVIATOR MEMBERSHIP PACKAGE
Sign up for an Aviator Sports and Events Center membership today & start saving now!

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RATES 
Individual Membership: $35 per person 
Family Membership: $85 for a family 
of 3 to 6 people

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• Aviator Member ID Card
• Customer preferences, waivers and 

registration history on fi le for easy access.

• Pre-registration and special discounts to 
Aviator special events

• Discount pricing on drop-in and open play 
sessions: Basketball, Volleyball, Hockey, 
Sticks and Pucks, Fun Gym, Freerunning, 
Teen Night, Public Skating, Rock Climbing, 
Bungee Jump

• 5% off food court purchase
• 10% off birthday parties, 

BBQs and catered events

AVIATOR DAY PASS
Cost: $32.50 + Tax
We’re offering a new way to enjoy Aviator with our new Day Pass. Available on Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday and holidays the Day Pass can be purchased all day, from open to 
close

Visit aviatorsports.com/day-pass for more information

For questions or comments about online registration, 
email harvey@aviatorsports.com.

Includes :
• Open sports
• Public skating and rental
• Rock wall

• Sky jump
• 10 credits for the arcade

*Restrictions apply. 

Welcome to  Aviator

CONTENTS
Aviator Facility Map ............................... A3
Aviator Membership ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A 2
Aviator Facility Features............A4
Public Activities/Main Street .................A 6
Camps............................................A7-A8
Birthday Parties .......................................A7
Sports Specific Summer Camps ............A 8

Field Trips/Group Outings ..................A10
Special Events ..............................A11
Catering.........................................A10
BBQ’s and Pool  Parties ................ ................A5
Backyard  BBQ’s.........................................  A5
Spring and Summer Events ................ A11
Advertising Opportunities ... ..............A11

FEATURES
Aviator Sports Summer Day Camp    A8
Aviator Sports Summer Day Camp is fun for everyone! Experience sleepaway camp 
without sleeping away. Campers follow a daily rotating schedule of 5 activities a 
day. Activities are led by professionals in their department, tailored to suit their 
developmental level and skill set.

Indoor & Outdoor Catering Event Spaces  A11
We offer several convenient catering options to meet all of your event needs. The 
food service at Aviator is overseen by our team of experienced restaurant catering 
professionals. Parties are overseen by experienced event planners and promoters 

Backyard Barbeques and Pool Parties A5
Have your backyard BBQ at Aviator. We have pool too! Special packages available

Aces Outdoor Patio   A10
Party in the backyard! Aces Outdoor Patio features 8 taps and a full range of cocktails. 
When you’re hungry from playing shuffl eboard, bocce or basketball visit Aces Food 
Truck, parked right next to the patio for delicious appetizers and meals

GENERAL HOURS 
Monday–Friday: 6:00 a.m.–12:00 a.m. 

Saturday & Sunday: 6:00 a.m –1:00 a.m.
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Food Court 7
9

Aviator Athletics

10

Pro Shop

SHADED AREA BELOW DENOTES LOCATION ABOVE MAIN LEVEL

17

Aces Lounge

2ND FLOOR MEZZANINE BAR/LOUNGE LEVELSTAIRS TO
MAIN LEVEL

Sky Mezzanine
Multi-Purpose
Event Space

Aviator Sports & Events Center Facility Map

1 Main Street &
Customer Service

2 Gymnastic Center
15,000 sq ft.

3 Gymnastic Party Rooms
(3 rooms)

4 Rock Climbing Wall
35 ft. tall

5 Max Flight - Flight
Simulator

6 Bungee Jump

7 Food Court  and
Seating Area

8 Aviator Arcade and
Redemption Center

9 Aviator Athletics

10 Rink A - Seating
Capacity 2000 people

11 Rink B - 2nd NHL Size
Rink

12 Ice Party Rooms (2)

13 Field House: Hardwood
courts for basketball,
volleyball, boxing,
 and trade shows
10,000 sq ft.

14 Field House Party
Rooms (2)

15 Sports Performance
Room

16 Two indoor turf fields
with full walls and
netting - 5000 sq ft.
each 

17 2nd Level Mezzanine
and Lounge

18
Summer Camp, Picnic/
BBQ, Outdoor Sports
and Pool Area

19 Aces Outdoor Patio

22 Outdoor Turf Field #1
Lined for Football and
Soccer

23 Outdoor Turf Field #2
Lined for Soccer and
Lacrosse

24 Compass Rose
Outdoor Grass Event
Area - 18,000 sq ft.

Map LegendMap Legend

AviatorSports.com

20 Large Party Tent

21 Small Party Tents

25 Events Bar
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Main Street

Gymnastics (15,000 sq. ft.)

Aces Sports Lounge

Aces Patio

Basketball (2 Courts)

Aviator Athletics Facilities

Rock Wall (35 ft.)

Event Space (10,000 sq ft) 

2 NHL Size Hockey Rinks

Birthdays (7 Party Rooms)

Aviator Pro Shop

Mezzanine

Indoor Turf (2 Fields)

2 Outdoor Fields

Food Court

Large Catering Event Spaces (20,000 sq ft)

FACILITY FEATURES
See all that Aviator Sports and Events Center has to offer, all under one roof.

• Baseball
• Basketball
• Camps
• Aviator Athletics

• Figure Skating
• Flag Football
• Gymnastics
• Ice Hockey

• Kid Center
• Soccer
• Tennis
• Volleyball

• Basketball
• Figure 

Skating
• Flag Football

• Gymnastics
• Ice Hockey
• Soccer
• Volleyball

• Aviator 
Athletics/ 
Sports 
Performance

AdultToddler/Youth

Call customer service at 718-758-7500 for changes and cancelations or visit 
AviatorSports.com for further informationAGE GUIDE

By: Avi Glickstein
Here’s a minor confession. American 

Ninja Warrior is a national obsession and 
has been on the air for close to a decade. 
Despite this, I had no idea it existed until 
someone in my family shared this video of 
Kacy Katanzaro’s 2014 run. My jaw gradually 
slacked to the fl oor as I watched.

But then the awe gradually subsided. In 
its place arose the thought that so readily 
occurs to all my fellow soft-bodied couch 
coaches: “It can’t be THAT hard.” This is, of 
course, the illusion someone at such a high 
level of athleticism creates – our minds just 
leap right over all the work and pain that 
goes into them making it seem so easy.

I was crestfallen to discover that I am out 
of excuses as Aviator Sports is apparently 
springboarding off their popular parkour 
program and will begin offering Ninja 
Warrior classes. They’re in the process of 
building out a course containing many of the 
obstacles fans of the show will be familiar 
with – Warped Wall, Cannonball Alley, Cargo 

Net, etc. – and plan to start introducing 
Ninja Warrior elements into their parkour 
classes in April with an eye toward doing a 
combined class in the summer and possibly 
offering separate Ninja Warrior classes in 
September.

So back to that “work and pain” thing. 
I wondered what training to run a Ninja 
Warrior obstacle course would look like – 
aside from lots of falling down – so I spoke 
with Gymnastics Manager Jenn Dooley and 
instructor Thomas Dolan, who are working 
on building the Ninja Warrior program.

Depending on age (students can be 
age 5 to adult), classes will run one hour or 
1.5 hours. They’ll start with warm-up and 
stretches (mostly arms and shoulders) and 
move into going through the course one 
obstacle at a time. The fi nal 20-30 minutes 
will be devoted to going through the 
course. While the parkour classes also utilize 
obstacle courses and timed runs as part 
of their training, the Ninja Warrior classes 
focus on completing specifi c unique and 

challenging obstacles with the end goal 
of making it all the way through the course 
without falling.

In addition, there are some features 
Aviator has that other facilities don’t. One is 
their foam pit and trampoline into the foam 
pit. Another is their relationship with USA 
Gymnastics, as Jenn explained:

“We’ve been members of USA Gymnastics 
since we’ve opened — so the past 10 years. 
And USA Gymnastics has been working 
with Drew Drechsel, who’s known as The 
Real Life Ninja. We’ve taken a lot of the 
information from USA Gymnastics – from 
their partnership, going to conferences and 
conventions – directly from him. It’s just kind 
of fi t in here very well. It’s great to have both 
in the same facility – Ninja Warrior and the 
gymnastics program.”

Thomas adds: “All of our parkour and 
Ninja Warrior coaches have been practicing 
for many years – most of us over a decade 
– and are extremely passionate about 
movement of all forms. We’re excited that 

we can now introduce a new generation of 
students to these activities that have meant 
so much to us growing up!”

The main difference between the parkour 
and Ninja Warrior classes is that the parkour 
class is meant to prepare students for any type 
of obstacle they encounter by developing 
strength and speed while Ninja Warrior is 
focused on practice for specifi c, unique 
obstacles. If keeping it loose is more your 
speed, they have a fully modular parkour 
setup and change it up every couple of 
weeks.

Unfortunately, their parkour classes are 
currently full, but I’ll defi nitely be keeping an 
eye on their site. They’re going to be offering 
a 6-week introductory class in the spring in 
anticipation of ramping up their Ninja Warrior 
program.

Or you could always go the DIY route…But 
this is Brooklyn – space is at a premium, right?

BKLYNER is your go-to source for local news, 
one neighborhood at a time. For the latest 
news, food, and events go to BKLYNER.com

Confessions of a Non-Ninja
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Private Bar& BartenderServiceAvailable!

at Aces Patioat Aces Patioat Aces Patio

• 3 Hour Party
• 2 Hours of Pool Time
• Classic BBQ Package

Includes: private party tent, lifeguard, party host, 
table covers and paper goods.
Bar options available for an additional cost.

Backyard Picnic Party
25 People

AviatorSports.com

Aviator Sports and Events Center
3159 Flatbush Avenue Brooklyn, New York 11234

(718) 758-7551 or email Party@AviatorSports.com

There’s no better way to enjoy a summer day than by a private pool 
at Aviator! Celebrate your special event with a picnic at Aviator’s 

newly renovated Aces Patio. It’s equipped with a basketball court, 2 
bocce ball courts, 2 shuffle board courts, 2 corn hole set-ups and a 

full service bar. It’s perfect for your next birthday party, family 
reunion, graduation party, or any outdoor event!

Backyard BarbequesBackyard BarbequesBackyard Barbeques

Picnic PackagesPicnic PackagesPicnic Packages

• 3 Hour Party
• 2 Hours of Pool Time
• Snow Cone Machine
• Classic BBQ Package

Includes: private party tent, lifeguard, party host, 
table covers and paper goods.
Bar options available for an additional cost.

Deluxe Backyard Picnic Party
50 People

• 3 Hour Party
• 2 Hours of Pool Time
• Snow Cone Machine
• Choice of either Water Slide or Inflatable
   Quarterback
• Classic BBQ Package

!ncludes: private party tent, lifeguard, party host, 
table covers and paper goods.
Bar options available for an additional cost.

Ultimate Backyard Picnic Party
100 People

• Water Slide
• Inflatable Quarterback
• Snow Cone Machine
• Basketball
• Volleyball
• Shuffle Board
• Bocce Ball
• Rock Climbing
• Ice Skating
• Arcade Tokens
• Bounce House
• Additional 1 Hour of 
   Party

Add-On Activities

Classic Barbeque: Hamburgers, hot dogs, salads (coleslaw, 
macaroni and potato salad) corn on the cob, baked beans, 
corn bread and watermelon.

Aviator BBQ: Includes Classic Barbeque PLUS your choice of one 
- ribs or barbeque chicken and includes collard greens, mac n’ 
cheese and applewood smoked bacon.

Top Flight Barbeque: Includes Classic Barbeque PLUS your 
choice of two - ribs, barbeque chicken and sausage & peppers 
and includes green beans, roasted brussel sprouts, collard 
greens, mac n’ cheese and applewood smoked bacon.

Dessert Bar: Bread Pudding, blueberry cobbler and pecan pie

Pitchers of lemonade, sweet southern tea, soft drinks
and water available with all options.

Barbeque Options

• Draft Beer Only
• Draft Beer, bottled beer and wine
• Draft Beer, bottled beer, wine and select
   liquors
 • Top Shelf Service

Beverage Options (per person)
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ACTIVITIES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
There is always something to do at Aviator Sports and Events Center. All times are subject to change; please refer to our website and social media for updated times. Check 
out some of our walk-up activities:

ROCK CLIMBING
Admission Fees: $10 Non-member (for 2 
climbs) • $9 Aviator Member
At 35 feet high, it is among the tallest indoor 
rock climbing walls in NYC and another “Best 
of Brooklyn” for Aviator.
Hours of Operation:
Friday 5:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
Saturday 11:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.
Climbers must be wearing sneakers to climb. 
Check website for scheduled holiday & school break hours.

ARCADE
New VIP Program featuring Bonus credits 
and tickets coming soon! Visit the Aviator 
Arcade to learn more! 
More than 30 games to choose from featuring reloadable 
swipe cards, you’re guaranteed to have an awesome time in 
the Aviator Arcade.
Crane Games: UFO Catcher, Bling King
Racing Games: (3) Fast & Furious- Motorcycles
Sports Games: Lil Hoops Basketball, (2) Hoop Fever 
Basketball, (2) Air Hockey Tables Knock-Out Punch, Jamm 
Session, and NFL 2 Minute Drill.
Arcade: Rail Rush, Jumpin Jackpot Wheel Deal, Winners 
Wheel, Hot Ticket, Spin-N-Win, Smokin Token,, Big Rig 
Trucking, Lighthouse, Wheel-A-Win, Key Catcher, Slam A 
Winner, Big Bass, Ticket Troopers, Crank It Revolution, Dance 
Dance Revolution Extreme,  Sea Wolf, SpongeBob Pineapple 
Arcade, Flappy Bird, Pirates Hook, Duo Drive
Prizes: Plush Dolls, iPods, Puppets, BMX Models, Disney 
Characters, Chains, Infl atables, iPads
New Games: SpongeBob Squarepants, Penalty Shot, 
Superstar, Harpoon Lagoon
We are now the only place in New York with the Bay-Tek Prize 
Hub – a self-vending prize
machine!
COMING SOON: - Our new VIP program allows frequent 
players to rack up credits and tickets. Benefi ts of program include 
replacement of game card should they be lost, an exclusive VIP 
game card and bonus credits and e-tickets. Stop by the Aviator 
Arcade to learn more and register for the VIP program.
Hours of Operation:
Wednesday & Thursday 4:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Friday 4:00 p.m.–10:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m.–10:00 p.m.
Sunday 10:00 a.m. –7:00 p.m.
Check website for scheduled holiday & school break hours.

OPEN ADULT VOLLEYBALL
Admission Fees: (per person) $10 Non-member 
$9 Aviator Member
Hours of Operation:
Thursday 8:00 p.m.–12:00 a.m.

Sunday 7:00 p.m–11:00 p.m.
Join us at Aviator for a fun night of recreational pick-up games 
of Volleyball then head outside to the Aces Outdoor Patio
For more information contact 718-758-7569 or email 
Fields@AviatorSports.com.

SKY JUMP & MAXFLIGHT
Admission Fees: $6 per person
MaxFlight: Faster, sharper, and more exciting than any indoor 
thrill-ride on the market, the FS2000 let’s you take a ride on a 
thrilling rollercoaster
Sky Jump: 12-foot bungee trampoline located on Aviator’s 
Main Street. Jumpers must be wearing socks.
Hours of Operation:
Friday 5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Saturday 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Hours subject to change. Check website for scheduled 
holiday & school break hours.

OPEN BASKETBALL
Ages: 11+ years old
Admission Fees Per Person
$10 Non-member 
$9 Aviator Member
Hours of Operation:
Monday 2:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
Wed. & Friday 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.
Sat. 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m. & 4.30 p.m.–6:30p.m.
Adult Midnight Basketball
Ages: 18+ years old
Fri. & Sat. 11:00 p.m.-2:00 a.m. 
*ID required & must arrive before 12:00 a.m.

NOTE: In order to borrow a basketball during any session you 
must leave a valid ID with the Staff at the door. All Basketball 
games will be played to 15 points straight. Aviator Sports and 
Events Center’s 10,000 square foot hardwood Field House is 
home to two regulation suspended maple hardwood courts, 
programmed for a variety of basketball leagues, camps, 
clinics, and drop-in play.
For more info. Contact 718-758-7569 or email Fields@
AviatorSports.com.

OPEN ADULT HOCKEY
Admission Fees: (per person) $20 Non-member • 
$18 Aviator Members
It’s no-hassle hockey where and when you want it! For a small 
drop-in fee, you get 80 minutes of the best ice in Brooklyn, 
locker room, and shower facilities. No leagues to join! Men 
and women are welcome. Players should bring both dark and 
light jerseys!
All sessions are “no-check” and limited to a maximum of 30 
players. The fi rst two goalies are always free! Pucks will not 
be provided so; please bring your own. All evening sessions 

attracting more than 20 skaters will have an open hockey 
monitor timing shifts and making sure ice time is equal.
For more information contact us at 718-758-7554. For up-
to-date open hockey times, please www.aviatorsports.
com/ice-hockey

GYMNASTICS
Adult Gymnastics (1.5 hrs)
Admission Fees: $22 per class or $160 for 
10 class card
Ages: 18+ years old
Hours of Operation: Monday and 
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Play Dates (Ages 3-17)
Play dates can be arranged for groups of three or more upon 
request.
Cost: $10 per session
Call to schedule today! Must give a minimum notice of 24 
hours; times are not guaranteed. For more information, call 
718-758-7575 or email Gymnastics@AviatorSports.com
Free Running
Ages: 17+ years old
Cost: $17 per runner
Dates and Times: Saturday, 5:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Sunday, 5:00 
p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Tween/Teen Night (45 minute session)
Ages: 10-17 years old
Cost: $10 per session
Dates and Times: Friday, 6:15 p.m.,7:30 PM.

PUBLIC SKATING SUMMER 2017
Our ice rinks rank among the top skating surfaces 
in New York City, according to the Daily News 
and AAA, and we also offer some of the best-trained and 
professional coaches in the area. You can bring your own 
skates or rent a pair from us. Open 7 days a week, our regularly 
scheduled open skate hours offer you a chance to experience 
year-round fun on New York City’s only twin NHL-sized ice rinks.
Admission & Rental Fees:
Adults: $11 Non-members • $10 Aviator Members
Children (11& U): $9 Non-members • $7.20 Aviator Members 

Skate Rentals: $5/pair 
Regular Schedule: 
Monday 11:00 a.m.-3:50 p.m. 
Tuesday 11:00 a.m.-3:50 p.m.
Wednesday 11:00 a.m.-3:50 p.m.
Thursday 11:00 a.m.-3:50 p.m.
Friday 1:45 p.m.-5:50 p.m. / 7:30 p.m.- 11:00 p.m. 
Saturday 1:45 p.m.-5:50 p.m. / 7:30 p.m.-11:00 p.m. 
Sunday 12:20 p.m.-3:15 p.m. / 3:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

For up-to-the-minute schedule changes, call 718-758-7567. 
If you are interested in booking a fi eld trip or group outing 
contact Joe at 718-758-7520 or Joseph@AviatorSports.
com to learn more and to book your dates!

Party Invitation
The invitation sets the mood for the party 
and of course lets everyone know the party 
details. Let the party planners at Aviator get 
creative and send Beach Ball invitations! 
Bonus: Guests can bring their beach ball to 
toss around in the pool. 

Photo Booth
We know photos are a must with special 
occasions like graduation. Aviator can 
provide your party with a photo booth. 
Keep it fun and entertaining with a few 
graduation props.

Party Bar
Party bars are a popular option that are both 
creative and playful, easy to prepare, and 
are sure to please your guest. Aviator can 
provide you with a variety of choices like 
our popular sno cone bar and popcorn bar.

Make It Sweet
Your personal party host with Aviator can 
even hand out “class rings” to all your friends. 

Table Decorations
Table decorations can transform a simple 
party to a work of art. Our party planners are 

experts at adding simple touches that tie a 
theme together. Our crafty table decorations 
certainly will make a grad feel special!

Party Games 
Graduation parties don’t have to be boring, 
and they won’t be at Aviator Sports.  You 
can still celebrate the graduate while having 
a good time with one of our fun backyard 
games.

Entertainment
Create and share a memorable graduation 
slideshow with a Dive In Movie, while you 
and your friends kick back in an infl atable 

tube. And if you’re still looking for more fun, 
Aviator has a massive Blow-up slide to add 
to your pool party.

Pool Decor
What’s better than a pool? A Spruced up 
pool with fl oating decorations.

Our party experts here at Aviator make 
it happen! We will work with your vision 
and provide you with an event completely 
unique to your personality, style, and taste. 
If you’re interested in planning a graduation 
party at Aviator Sports email us at Party@
AviatorSports.com to speak to our Party 
Planners.

The best part about graduating is the party that comes after. Make a splash with your family and friends, and take advantage 
of the warm weather by having a pool party and BBQ bash. Here’s 8 epic Party ideas to help kick off your Graduation Pool Party.

❯ ❯  Learn more online at 
AviatorSports.comSUMMER GRADUATION PARTY IDEAS
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POOL PARTY
Keep Aviator in mind when warm weather 
returns. On a hot day, a pool party is a great 
way to get friends together and have some 
fun! Aviator pool parties are privately held, 
feature lifeguards, plus two party staff with 
the children at the pool at all times. Pool 
parties consist of 1 hour in the pool and 1 
hour in your private party area.

$550 for the fi rst 10 children
$25 per additional child

ROCK CLIMBING BIRTHDAY PARTY
The Rock Wall is 35 ft. high, one of the tallest 
rock walls in Brooklyn. All of your party 
guests will have an opportunity to climb. 
Our instructors will work the safety ropes 
for the children so you can be sure the 
children will have a safe and unforgettable 
experience. Parties consist of 1-hour rock 
climbing and 30 minutes in the party area. 
Recommended for children ages 7 and up.

$525 for the fi rst 10 children
$25 per additional child

SPORTS BIRTHDAY PARTY
Our Sports Birthday Party will start off with 
the sports activity of your choice. The sports 
activity may include basketball, indoor 
soccer, fl ag football, and whiffl e ball. Parties 
consist of 1 hour of activity and 30 minutes 
in your party area. Recommended for 
children ages 4 and up.

$500 for the fi rst 10 children
$25 per additional child

ULTIMATE BIRTHDAY PARTY 
CHALLENGE     
This unique birthday party package brings 
together our most popular games and 
activities. The fun starts with a relay race, 
potato-sack race, wheelbarrow race, three-
legged race, “steal the bacon” game, egg 
and spoon race, tug of war, etc. It fi nishes 
with a game of soccer or fl ag football. 
Parties consist of 1 hour of activity time and 
30 minutes in your private party room. A 
second party host will make sure everyone 

gets the attention they deserve on your 
child’s special day. Recommended for 
children ages 7 and up.

$525 for the fi rst 10 children
$25 per additional child

BUBBLESOCCER BIRTHDAY 
PARTY 
Get your party moving with BubbleSoccer 
presented by David Schwartz and 
GameTruck Long Island. High quality infl ated 
balls add a new dynamic to soccer, and 
allow guests to bounce and fall without any 
risk. 25 by 50 foot Bubble Soccer Arena 
for 2-3 minute sessions of 4 v 4 gameplay.  
Trained GameCoach Referees emphasizes 
safety and fun during play. They keep the 
game rolling and help players up when they 
bounce around. With high-energy play, your 
guests will get to experience soccer like 
never before. From falling and bouncing to 
scoring, BubbleSoccer will keep your guests 
engaged and entertained. Parties consist of 
1-hour activity and 30 minutes in party area. 
Recommended for children ages 7 and up.

$850 for the fi rst 15 children
$25 per additional child

GAMETRUCK BIRTHDAY 
PARTY 
GameTruck’s brightly-colored high-
defi nition TV’s reveal awesome adventures, 
co-operative challenges, and epic 
competitions. The music pulsing throughout 
the truck gets your heart racing. The long 
alluring couch beckons you and your 
friends to come relax and start gaming. 
Then as soon as you pick up that game 
controller, you will know that the party has 
truly begun. The GameTruck comes with 
100+ age-appropriate video game titles 
and the latest Consoles including XBox 
One, PlayStation 4, and Wii-U and Nintendo 
Switch. GameTruck Birthday Parties at 
Aviator Sports and Events Center are 2 
hours, 90 minutes in the GameTruck and 30 
minutes in the party room. Recommended 
for children ages 5 and up.

$950 for up to 15 children; 
$25 per additional child

BIRTHDAY PARTIES
Contact Jenna at 718-758-7551 or email Party@AviatorSports.com 

Aviator Sports and Events Center is THE birthday destination for you and your family, a 
minimum of 90 minutes in a private party room or tent with a dedicated party host. We 
have something for everyone, offering various activities through our Party Packages and 
add-ons. We can also custom design a party just for you. And remember, at Aviator the 
birthday child is always free!

All Party Packages Include: Birthday Cake, Pizza or Hotdogs, and soft 
drinks for all children. Also includes private party room, party host, 

paper goods, electronic invitations, and party favors (ice skating 
vouchers) for all children and a birthday t-shirt for the birthday child 

that is signed by guests during the party

                        ❯ ❯                        ❯ ❯   Learn more at 
     AviatorSports.com/birthday-parties

GYMNASTICS BIRTHDAY PARTY
Gymnastics parties are great! You’ll love our 
trampoline, foam pit, soft play equipment 
and our innovative rope swing. Our activities 
are supervised by birthday hosts who ensure 
that every child participates and has a great 
time. Parties consist of a 1-hour activity and 
30 minutes in the party area. Gymnastics 
parties are for children ages 4 and up.

$525 for the fi rst 10 children
$25 per additional child

ICE SKATING BIRTHDAY PARTY
Join us for the “coolest” birthday party on ice! 
Parties consist of 1 hour of skating during a 
public skating session and 30 minutes in your 
private party area. This party is every ice-lover’s 
dream. Children ages 6 and up love AVIATOR’S 
Ice Skating parties. Reserve your spot today!

$500 for the fi rst 10 children
$25 per additional child

TINY TYKES BIRTHDAY PARTY
Preschoolers will have a blast with pin the tail 
on the donkey, ring toss, giant parachute, a 
big infl atable Bounce-House, a piñata, and 
more. This package includes 1 hour of activity 
and 30 minutes in your private party room. An 
additional party host is also provided to ensure 
that the children have proper supervision. 
Recommended for children ages 2 to 5.

$525 for the fi rst 10 children
$25 per additional child

*NEW* NINJA WARRIOR PARTY
The newest athletic obsession our Ninja 
Warrior parties feature complex obstacle 
course that will be a fun challenge for 
kids as they use their strength, speed, and 
endurance to make their way through the 
course. Party guests will try their best to 
overcome each individual obstacle. Ninja 
Warrior is supervised by birthday hosts who 
ensure that every child participates and has a 
great time. Our Ninja Warrior course features 
slanted steps, cliffhangers, unstable bridges, 
cannonball alley, cargo net swing, rumbling 
dice, spider wall, two warped walls, and 
more. Parties consist of a 1-hour activity and 
30 minutes in the party area. Ninja Warrior 
parties are for children ages 9 and up.

$525 for fi rst 10 children
$25 per additional child

*NEW* GYMNASTICS & NINJA 
WARRIOR COMBO PARTY
Our Gymnastics Combo Party combines 
the challenging fun of our Ninja Warrior 
course and the bouncing good time of 
our gymnastics center equipment. All 
party goers can use the trampoline, foam 
pit, soft play equipment and rope swing. 
Adventurous party goers can tackle the Ninja 
Warrior course using all their speed, strength 
and endurance to complete the course. 
Gymnastics Combo Parties consist of a 1-hour 
and 20 minutes of activity and 40 minutes in 
the party area for a total 2 hour long party. 
Gymnastics Combo parties are for children 
ages 9 and up.
$725 for fi rst 10 children
$25 per additional child

THEME PARTIES
Just because you’re not a kid anymore 
doesn’t mean you can’t make the whole 
neighborhood jealous with your theme party. 
Whether you want a disco, tiki-bar, or even 
Disney-themed party, or perhaps something 
even more specifi c, our party planners will 
be able to customize each aspect to make 
sure your day is perfect. Indoor, outdoor, 
poolside or sports- themed, our theme 
parties are always a hit

CUSTOMIZE YOUR PARTY
• *NEW* Gluten Free Cake Options
• *NEW* Kosher Catering Options: Contact  
    Parties for menu
• Ice Cream Bar OR Candy Table: $75 for the 
   fi rst 11 kids, $6 each additional child
• Sand art and ice voucher: $8
• Piñata: $50 each
• Infl atable Bounce House, Water Slide or 
   Quarterback: $250 each
• Interactive Hot Dog Cart: $75 for the fi rst  
    11 hot dogs, $2.25 for each additional
• Cotton Candy machine, popcorn 
   machine, snow cone machine – rent 
   one machine for $100 and each 
   additional machine for $50

SUMMER CAMP
Visit: http://www.aviatorsports.com/summer-
day-camps/ for up to date information on 
program activities and pricing.

GENERAL CAMP INFORMATION
Camp Runs from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily
Camp is broken into four separate divisions
Junior Camp (Ages 3-5)
Younger Division (Entering 1st – 3rd Grade)
Older Division (Entering 4th – 6th Grade)
Teen Division (entering 7th- 9th Grade)
Additional Services offered are listed on 
application
Corner Bus transportation
Combo Early (drop off at 7:45 a.m.) or Late 
Stay (Pick up at 6:30 p.m.)

CAMPS
Contact Jason Vasquez at 718-758-
7510 or email Camps@AviatorSports.
com

                              ❯ ❯  Learn more at 
www. AviatorCamps.com



A8   AVIATOR PROGRAM GUIDE • Summer 2017

HOCKEY
Contact 718-758-7554 or email 
Hockey@AviatorSports.com

AVIATOR HOCKEY SCHOOL
Aviator Hockey will have two separate weeks of camp in the 
summer starting in July.

-Group A: Advanced – geared towards travel players 
and the more advanced house league players
-Group B: Intermediate/Novice – geared towards 
house league and Atoms (Learn to Play Hockey) players

2 weeks Offered:
-July 10th-14th
-August 7th-11th

Prerequisite: Learn-to-Skate program and/or Aviator Atoms 
program.
Price: $475 per week. Participants must also have Annual 
Aviator Membership ($35)
Discounts Available:
Sibling discount – 5% off (per week)
Multiple Week Discount – $95 off total registration
Early Registration Discount – $23.75 off (per week)
Bus transportation available
For more information, call the offi ce at 718-758-7554 
or email Chris LoRubbio CLorubbio@aviatorsports.com

Full Equipment Required: Helmet with full face mask, Mouth 
guard, Neck guard, Shoulder pads, Hockey skates, Hockey 
pants, Hockey jersey, Hockey gloves, Hockey socks, Shin pads, 
Athletic support with cup (boys) or pelvic protector (girls), 
Elbow pads, Hockey stick.

❯ ❯  Register online at 
AviatorSports.com/ice-hockey

FIGURE SKATING
Contact 718-758-7514 
or email Slava@AviatorSports.com

ADVANCED FIGURE SKATING SUMMER CAMP
During the summer, Aviator Ice Academy offers 
an Advanced Figure Skating Camp at our facilities in 
Brooklyn, NY. The Advanced Figure Skating Camps are 
for skaters who have progressed through the ranks of 
Learn to Skate and are ready  to take a more serious 
approach to their technique and conditioning. Our 
expert coaches will work with skaters on refining 
each aspect of figure skating with a detail- oriented 
approach. Acceptance to the camp is contingent upon 
evaluation. 
Schedule and Info
Dates: July 5,6,7 - July 10,12,13 - July 17,19,20 -July 
24,26,27
August 8,10,11 - August 15,17,18
Cost: $240 per week
+$35 annual Aviator Membership
$90 per day for walk-in

❯ ❯  Register online at 
AviatorSports.com/fi gure-skating

SPORTS SPECIFIC SUMMER CAMPSSPORTS SPECIFIC SUMMER CAMPS

GYMNASTICS
Contact 718-758-7575 or email 
Gymnastics@AviatorSports.com

Gymnastics Full Day Camp- All levels
Time: 9:00am-4:00pm   
Ages: 5-16
Weeks Offered: July 10, 17, 24 & 31 (M-F)           
Price: 1 week $450, 2 weeks $850, 3 weeks $1,200 4 weeks 
$1,500 + $35 Annual Membership Fee

*Can register for 1-4 weeks, all 5 days

Gymnastics Half Day Camp- All levelsGymnastics Half Day Camp- All levels
Time: 9:00am-12:15pm 
Ages: 3-16
Weeks Offered: July 6-Aug. 30 (M-F)
Price: $45/day + $35 Annual Membership Fee

*Can register for 1,2,3,4 or 5 days per week (minimum of 5 days)

Camp Features – Safe, fun and secure environment. 
Experienced and qualifi ed gymnastics instructors. Low staff/
child ratio. Lunch and afternoon snack for full day campers. Mid-
morning snack for half day campers. Variety of skills taught on 
vault, bars, beam, fl oor, tumble trak, trampoline, foam pits, & our 
new Parkour/ninja warrior equipment!

Aviator Sports has 6 specifi c sports summer camps where campers participate 
in focused activities. With qualifi ed coaching, campers will partake in training and 
instruction to reach new performance levels.

❯ ❯  Register online at 
AviatorSports.com/gymnastics/

DIVISIONS
Junior Camp
This camp is designed especially for our youngest campers. 
At this level, campers will still benefi t from a wide variety of 
activities for the older children, but it’s scaled to be suited 
for their developmental stage. Among the activities that your 
children will enjoy include tumbling, turf activities, fun team 
sports, as well as appropriate educational programming. 
There are two scheduled downtimes during the day, as well 
as two snack times and lunch. This group does not go on 
outside trips.

Younger Division
Children in this division are at the translational level and will 
be introduced to new activities, including ice skating. These 
campers will have an outside trip every week, expanding 
their horizons, and can look forward to a higher level of 
gymnastics, team sports, and science projects. Children will 
have fun socially with sports, educational activities, and one 
fi eld trip per week to an age appropriate destination that 
reinforces what is learned in camp.

Older Division
In the Older Division, kids are participating in in-house 
sports leagues, pedal karts, ice skating, theater, drama and 
will take one fi eld trip per week. Children in the Older 
Division will feel like they have earned all the new activities 
they have available to them. Campers will be having fun with 
their friends while learning and staying active.

Teen Division
At the Teen Division level, our counselors help empower 
campers to explore their bigger interests while engaging 
in social activities with friends. It’s all about your child 
feeling confi dent, excited, and engaged. Teens are actively 
participating at the highest level of our activities in swimming, 
sports, science, and everything else we have to offer.

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
After School Programs are available Monday through Friday, 
for full week or a combination of days. The After School 
Program provides children a safe and fun environment to 
enjoy a wide range of activities. Our well -rounded program 
helps to build healthy bodies, encourage lifelong learning, 
and develop moral character in our campers.

Our programs offer:
• Academic enrichment and homework help
• Healthy snacks
•  Sports and fi tness activities such as ice skating, rock climbing 

and basketball
• Team-building activities
• Arts & Crafts
• Special events
Time: From conclusion of school through 6 p.m. Late stay is 
available until 7 p.m. for an extra fee. 

We also have discounts available:

Sibling Discounts: 15% (Register one child and receive 15% 
discount for each additional child’s registration) 

Ask us about bus pickup from your child’s school call 
718-758-7510 or email Camps@AviatorSports.com

HOLIDAY BREAK CAMP
Throughout the school year, we offer Holiday Break 
Camp on most NYC school holidays. This day program 
is an excellent solution on balancing work and life. Our 
professional staff will make sure everyone has fun taking 
advantage of Aviator Sports and Events Center’s countless 
activities, everyone will have some lunch and a snack and 
pick up will be a breeze.
Pricing and discounts vary - Contact Jason Vasquez at 718-758-
7510 or email Camps@AviatorSports.com
Walk-ups are welcome until 11 a.m.
PROGRAM FEATURES INCLUDE:

•• Ice Skating

•• Rock Climbing

•• Gymnastics

•• Arts & Crafts

•• Sports

•• Group Games

•• Movies

Lunch and a light afternoon snack is included.
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*Regular Registration: $255 per week before 
July 1st
*Late Registration: $275 per week
*Annual Aviator Membership required

FUNDAMENTAL VOLLEYBALL 
SUNDAYS
7 WEEK VOLLEYBALL PROGRAM
Date: Begins Sunday, July 9, 2017 (3PM-6PM)

Cost: $350 + $35 Annual Aviator 
Membership
Early Registration by June 1st: $325 + $35 
Annual Aviator Membership

PROGRAM SUMMARY
To assess and enhance player’s current skill 
level with leading-edge instruction and 
accurate demonstration, that helps build 

consistency in overall performance. This is an 
ideal camp that perfects players’ skill levels 
in preparation for their school tryouts.

Connect with Us! 
@AviatorSports

AVIATOR SUMMER BASKETBALL CAMPSAVIATOR SUMMER BASKETBALL CAMPS

Aviator Summer Basketball Camps are perfect for kids focused 
on the game of basketball. Week -long camps give children the 
opportunity to spend the day immersed in basketball learning from 
our skilled coaches in a safe and fun environment. Players will work 
on a variety of skills each day. Camp will be led by Head Coach of St. 
Edmund Prep Dan Wiatre. 
Dan Wiatre has been coaching basketball for 22 years. He has been 
the Head Coach of the Boys Varsity Basketball team at St. Edmund’s 
Prep for 20 years and is the Co-Athletic Director at the school. He 
previously coached for two years at John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice. Wiatre has helped lead St. Edmund’s has to Catholic High 
School Athletic Association (CHSAA) championships in 2011, 2012 
and 2014.

SCHEDULE AND INFOSCHEDULE AND INFO
Dates: July 10-14, July 17-21, July 24-28
Times: Monday – Friday 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Cost: $255 per week register before June 1st + $35 Annual Aviator 
Membership
$280 per week after June 1st + $35 Annual Aviator Membership
For more info contact Michael Barbato 718-758-7543 or michaelb@
aviatorsports.com

BASKETBALL
Contact 718-758-7543 or email 
MichaelB@aviatorsports.com

Aviator Sports and Events Center fi eld house is home to two 
regulation suspended maple hardwood courts totaling 10,000 
feet. The courts are programmed for a variety of basketball leagues, 
camps, clinics, and drop-in play.

Junior CampJunior Camp
July 10-14th
July 17th-21st
July 24th-28th
July 31st- Aug 4th
August 7th-11th
 
9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Pricing
Regular Registration $175 until July 1st
Late Registration $200
 

Half Day CampHalf Day Camp
July 10-14th
July 17th-21st
July 24th-28th
July 31st- Aug 4th
August 7th-11th
 
9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.

Pricing
Regular Registration $175 until July 1st
Late Registration $200

Full Day CampFull Day Camp
July 10-14th

July 17th-21st
July 24th-28th
July 31st- Aug 4th
August 7th-11th
 
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Pricing
Regular Registration $255 until July 1st
Late Registration $280
 

Advance CampAdvance Camp
July 10-14th
July 17th-21st
July 24th-28th
July 31st- Aug 4th
August 7th-11th
 
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Pricing
Regular Registration $255 until July 1st
Late Registration $280
  
Aviator Sports provides bus services to and 
from camp the price is $150 per week or $500 
for 4 weeks. Contact Jason Vasquez @ 718-
758-7510 in Day Camp Offi ce to register for 
Bus service make sure to tell them you are in the 
DTS Soccer Camp.

SOCCER
Contact Field House 718-758-7569 
or email Fields@AviatorSports.com

The Dutch Total Soccer camps at Aviator Sports and Events Center offer a great balance between 
instructional training and games in which players are required to use the skills they’ve learned. Our morning 
sessions will consist of mostly training while instructing players in many technical aspects of the game. 
Afternoon sessions will be more game-oriented.

VOLLEYBALL SUMMER CAMP
Monday – Thursday 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
July 10th – July 13th
July 17th – July 20th
July 24th – July 27th
Ages: Girls, 10-18 years old
Price:

VOLLEYBALL
Contact 718-758-7584 or email Fields@AviatorSports.com

❯ ❯  Register online at: 
AviatorSports.com/volleyball

❯ ❯  Register online at 
AviatorSports.com/baseball

❯ ❯  Register online at 
AviatorSports.com/soccer
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FIELD TRIPS 
& GROUP OUTINGS
Call 718-758-7520 or email 
Groups@AviatorSports.com

❯ ❯  Register online at: 
AviatorSports.com/fi eld-trips

LARGE CATERING EVENT SPACES             
Aviator’s catering event spaces include indoor and outdoor 
recreation and entertainment venues. Event planners and 
promoters appreciate Aviator’s convenient location.

SKY MEZZANINE    
Contact Jenna at 718-758-7549 or Jenna@AviatorSports.
com.
Our Sky Mezzanine is a large event space located on the 
second fl oor of the Aviator Hangar. Elevated ceilings and 
unique architecture add a distinctive Industrial Art Deco 
Experience.
The Sky Mezzanine seats approximately 250 guests for 
dining events, and approximately 500 guests with theater-
style seating. The possibilities for this space are endless. 
Our sports- themed bar will accentuate Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
to corporate parties. The team at Aviator Sports and Events 
Center is here to make your event a memorable one! Catering 
options range from grab-and-go snacks and refreshments to 
full-service heated meals in our mezzanine-level event space. 
Also, ask about bar rental availability, which allows large 
groups renting the Sky Mezzanine to expand their group into 
Aces Sports Lounge.

AVIATOR CORPORATE EVENTS
For more information on corporate events contact: 
Lorrie@AviatorSports.com or call (718)-758-7560
When it comes to entertaining clients, or bonding with your 
employees, what better way to do so than by incorporating 
sports? Allow us to work with you to develop unique ways 
to hold off-site meetings and training sessions, launch new 
products and services, host industry trade shows, or just 
gather up the troops for a fun-fi lled company fi eld day. 
Aviator truly is the ultimate off-site team-building, corporate 
picnic, and morale building experience. With dozens of 
corporate teambuilding opportunities, full-service catering, 
meeting and breakout space, and activities for every 
interest, your attendees will be inspired to interact and 
communicate with each other, and they will thank you for 
the experience.

FIELD HOUSE
Contact Harvey at 718-758-7552 or email Harvey@
AviatorSports.com
The fi eld house is 10,000 sq. ft. of hardwood surface for 
basketball, volleyball leagues, games and tournaments. 
There is 10,000 sq. ft. of turf. The area can be covered 
and converted into event space for boxing, trade shows, 
college fairs, family days and charity events. The curtain can 
be lifted, and the room expanded to a total of 20,000 sq. 
ft. The room contains an in-house sound system, wireless 
microphone, wireless internet, bathrooms and two private 
meeting rooms. The capacity of the entire 20,000 sq. ft. 
Field House is 3,000 people.

CATERING
Contact Jenna at 718-758-7549 or email Jenna@
AviatorSports.com

CATERING
Contact Jenna at 718-758-7549 
or email Jenna@AviatorSports.com

❯ ❯  Learn more at: 
AviatorSports.com/catering

FIELD TRIPS & GROUP OUTINGS
Call 718-758-7520 or email Groups@AviatorSports.com
Aviator Sports and Events Center is an ideal 
location for a broad range of group outings and 
events. With a wide array of sports and activities 
to choose from, it’s easy to see why hundreds of 
schools, small businesses, corporations, and summer 
camps take advantage of our programming each year. 
Let our experienced staff and instructors plan a trip 
specifically designed for your needs. Aviator can 
handle small to large groups, and the best part is that 
you choose the sports and activities for your students, 
campers, or staff to experience.

ACTIVITIES
At Aviator, student groups scale the rock wall, leap 
and jump in the gymnastics foam pit and do much 
more. Groups also have options for year-round ice 
skating, basketball, and indoor/outdoor field for 
soccer, flag football, and turf-based field games.

FIELD TRIPS
Field trips, class outings, Scout trips, Summer camp, 
and youth group outings at Aviator are unforgettable 
educational experiences that allow students to 
discover their natural talents. These programs 
expand student horizons and build self-esteem by 
allowing students to experience and learn about an 
extraordinary variety of sports and activities.

GRADUATION
Aviator Sports is a unique location for graduations.  
Choose from an indoor setting for up to 2,500 people 
or our outdoor tented area seats 750 people.  Each 
option includes a stage, chairs and a room for the 
graduates.  Catering options are available upon request. 

SENIOR TRIPS
Our Senior Trips include breakfast, lunch, 3 activities, 
ie, Rock wall, Team Building, Backyard games and ice 
skating and a disco party which includes a DJ and an 
ice cream bar.  A minimum of 50 students is required 
for this 6 hour day trip. 

FIELD DAYS
A customizable 3 hour day trip includes your choice of 3 
activities, ie, basketball, kickball, gymnastics and lunch.  A 
minimum of 10 students is required. 

FUNDRAISERS
Want to raise money for your organization? Looking 
for a low-risk, fun way to do it? Aviator has great 
ways to help your organization. Charge entrance or 
participation fees and earn money for your fundraiser 
while having unforgettable experience(s) at the same 
time!

Connect with Us!
@ AviatorSports

Aviator Sports and Events Center can offer several 
convenient catering options to meet all of your event needs. 
The food service at Aviator is overseen by our team of 
experienced restaurant and catering professionals.

SMALLER MEETING & PARTY ROOMS
For meetings and gatherings of up to 50 guests, Aviator 
has smaller rooms, which can be reserved for Team-
Building Sessions to Informative Company Policy Changes. 
Continental Breakfasts, Snacks, Coffee Service, Buffets, and 
Desserts are available to make your next meeting or event a 
success.

COMPASS ROSE
The expansive grassy area located in front of Aviator Sports & 
Events Center is known to guests as the “Compass Rose.” We 
host unique festivals, fairs, and circuses that take place on the 
Compass Rose throughout the year. The fi eld is 300 ft. wide 
by approximately 700 ft. long with easy access to the main 
building, outside bar and outdoor

ACES PATIO

As the weather gets warmer and the sun gets brighter, 
Aces Outdoor Patio is the place to be. Enjoy a cold 
drink while playing fun backyard games. When you’re 
hungry try our new BBQ menu featuring delectable 
items like steak tacos, shrimp skewers, our Aviator 
Burger as well as old favorites like hot dogs.

ACES OUTDOOR PATIO                                                       
The outdoor bar is open to the public on the 
weekends from May through the Fall. It is a full-service 
bar with TVs, music, picnic tables and food available. 
Aces Patio can be used for corporate events, group 
outings, and picnics. You can also book this area for 
your own group event!
Lorrie@AviatorSports.com or call (718)-758-7560
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ADVERTISING & SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Aviator Sports and Events Center offers unique marketing and sponsorship opportunities as it inspires, excites and motivates with 175,000 
sq. ft of interior space used for sports programming and 35 outdoor acres which hosts 5K’s, concerts, fairs & festivals. With over 1.2 million 
visitors per year, Aviator Sports and Events Center can help your company meet its marketing goals by creating unique programs that will 
build exposure for your brand and drive sales. Aviator Sports and Events Center represents the ideal venue for companies to reach their 
untapped market potential through a wide range of strategic platforms.

CALL NOW FOR MORE INFO 

Contact Lorrie Burger, Director of Sales Email: Lorrie@aviatorsports.com Phone: 718-758-7560

SPRING AND SUMMER EVENTS
For more information about any of our events, 
contact Harvey@AviatorSports.com or visit AviatorSports.com/Events

Throughout the year Aviator Sports 
hosts a wide array of events from 
Junior Hockey games, Paint Nite, 
college fairs, sports tournaments, 
the extremely popular brunch 
events Brunch With Santa, Brunch 
With The Easter Bunny and more! 
During the Spring and Summer our 
events expand outdoors where we 
host circuses, fairs and 5K’s and fun 
runs for the whole family.

This year we look forward to 
events such as Black Light Slide, 
Night Nation Run, Black Light Wars, 
The Great Infl atable Race, Rugged 
Maniac and many more! Events 
are added to our Events Calendar 
as tickets are released so visit 
AviatorSports.com/Events
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Rent a
Water Slide

just like this one!

Aviator Sports is perfect
for any Team Building!

Aviator Sports is perfect
for any Team Building!

Contact the groups department to customize your team building event.
Call (718)758-7520 or email groups@AviatorSports.com

Use Promo Code SUMMER to get 10% off! Ask about designing your own package.

Aviator is your destination for your next function.
Event packages include 90 minutes of activities

and 90 minutes of hot or cold food options.

Sample of Team Building Options:
Critical Thinking Games:

Human Knot • Team Charades • Jeopardy
Backyard Games:

Giant Jenga • Kan Jam • Cornhole
Sports Activities:

Rock Climbing • Ice Skating • Kickball 
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SAVE  UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

On select adjustable bases.

SAVE UP TO

$400†** 2 FREE
PILLOWS

GET UP TO

UP TO A 
$19998

VALUE

An adjustable base is perfect for binge-watching
your favorite show or reading a good book.

MANTUA®

Rize Edge

I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  T H AT  B A S E !

L & P 700
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SAVE UP TO $1000 STOREWIDE†*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 on a mattress plus adjustable base with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

SLEEP INTEREST FREE FOR 6 YEARS*

DISCOVER THE LATEST
IN SLEEP TECHNOLOGY

FINAL DAYS

WK35_NYC_WRAP_6.2_COMMUNITY_FRONT
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HARBOR WATCH
Colton Elliott slowed the car 
to a stop and pulled into the 
parking lot. Shutting the en-
gine down, he looked around 
the vehicle.

Everything he owned 
was crammed into the small 
space that had become his 
home for the past few months. 
He glanced at the brick build-
ing: “Air Force Recruiting” 
displayed proudly on the sign 
above the door.

With no family to see him 
off, no friends to leave be-
hind, Elliott made the deci-
sion to close the door to his 
past and open the one to his 
future.

Elliott’s childhood had 
been diffi cult as far back as 
he could remember, he said. 
Growing up in Salt Lake 
City with parents who strug-
gled with drug addiction, his 
home life was never stable; 
he had been back and forth 
from his home to foster care 
more times than he could 
count. Finally, when a school 
counselor noticed bruises on 
the little boy, family services 
removed him from his moth-
er’s care permanently. He 

was just 8 years old.
“I was shuffl ed around 

the foster care system for a 
few years after that,” Elliott 
said. “I never got too comfort-
able in any one place. I never 
felt at home.”

He was still being shuf-
fl ed around from one foster 
family to another when his 
real father came back into 
the picture. Finally clean af-
ter years of drug use, he was 
granted custody of then-10-
year-old Elliott. The two of 
them moved into an apart-
ment, and from there life got 
a little more predictable.

“For the most part, it was 
the most stable years I had 
growing up,” Elliott said. 
“Those years felt relatively 
normal.”

Elliott had lived with his 
father for almost fi ve years 
when life began to unravel 
again. His dad would often 
leave the 15-year-old home 
alone for days on end, leaving 
him to care for himself. The 
days turned to weeks and 
eventually the weeks turned 
to months.

“He didn’t say a word to 
me,” Elliott said. “The time 

HARBOR WATCH
For the Harchaoui triplets 
from Algeria, 6,600 miles was 
the distance between a life of 
struggle and a life of promise 
and opportunity.

Their journey has carried 
them from a barren region 
in Africa to California’s Simi 
Valley, where eventually the 
triplets — Myriam, Rabah, 
and Warda — would join the 
U.S. Air Force.

“Growing up, we were very 
poor,” said Air Force Airman 
Myriam Harchaoui, a 436th 
Supply Chain Operations 
Squadron C-130 stock control 
apprentice here. “Our mom 
fought for us to move to the 
states because of life [in Al-
geria]. It was like the movies: 
a desert with a ton of beat-up 
buildings.”

Her mother, Brigit Wilcox, 
arrived in California at fi rst 
with just the three boys in the 
family, leaving Myriam and 
her sister, Warda, in the care 

of grandparents. They were 
not able to come at the same 
time because the government 
allowed only the boys to leave, 
but when the girls reached 
age 5, they were able to rejoin 
their family.

When they arrived, they 
didn’t speak English and had 
to adjust to the different cul-
ture. Myriam said she was 
able to pick up the language 
quickly, and Warda, now an 
airman assigned to the 60th 
Medical Operations Squadron 
at Travis Air Force Base, Ca-
lif., said she learned the lan-
guage through the Boys and 
Girls Club.

Their brother, Rabah — an 
airman assigned to the 56th 
Security Forces Squadron at 
Luke Air Force Base, Ariz. — 
was 2 when he moved to the 
United States from Algeria, so 
it’s all he’s really known.

“Growing up here gave 
me a lot of opportunities, 
and it has been a blessing so 

far,” he said.
After graduating from high 

school, the Harchaouis saw 
the Air Force as a good option 
because their older brother, 
Sofi ane, had served six years 
as an F-16 avionics specialist. 
Additionally, the triplets were 
a part of their high school’s 
Junior ROTC, so they were in-
troduced to the idea of the mil-
itary early.

In 2016, the triplets each 
raised their right hand in 
commitment to the Air Force, 
and they each had their own 
reason for doing so.

Myriam said, “When I was 
younger, I always wanted to 
join … The government had 
done so much for us and get-
ting my family to the states, 
[so] I saw it as a way to give 
back.”

Warda and Rabah said they 
saw the opportunities the mil-
itary lifestyle offered.

“Having a single mother 

WHAT A TRIFECTA!: The Harchaoui triplets, from left, Myriam, Rabah, and Warda. US Air Force

IN FRONT OF THE CAMERA: Airman Staff Sgt. Colton Elliott is a pho-
tojournalist with the Air National Guard in Missouri.  Halley Burgess

He found a home 
with the Guard

Continued on page 36Continued on page 36

Three times a charm
Immigrant triplets serve their adopted country
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HARBOR WATCH
When Naval Hospital Bremer-
ton’s Petty Offi cer 2nd Class 
Christopher Wojcik agreed to 
participate in the 69th Annual 
Armed Forces Festival’s Culi-
nary Arts Competition, he was 
ready. Somewhat.

Wojcik, a Navy culinary 
specialist, had approached a 
family member and asked for 
his secret recipe to use in pre-
paring for the event’s barbecue 
ribs category.

Winning formula
“I told my uncle that I re-

ally needed his recipe — the 
one that’s a winner,” Wojcik re-
called. “With a lot of help from 
my co-workers at the galley, we 
pulled it off.”

Wojcik said he was stunned 
when he was announced as the 
winner in the ribs category.

He said he babied his barbe-
cue pork ribs for several days 
before the event, constantly 
marinating, basting and sea-
soning. The end result, he said, 
was an entrée dish that liter-
ally fell off the bone. The ribs 
instantly drew rave reviews by 
those fortunate enough to be 
able to taste them before they 
were gone.

The hospital’s director for 
administration immediately 
announced that they needed 
to be placed on the command’s 
menu schedule.

“Wojcik’s ribs are so good 
that we are going to replace the 
ribs we now offer with them 
on the 21-day menu rotation. 
These are incredibly good,” 

Navy Cmdr. Robert McMahon 
said.

And, Navy Petty Offi cer 2nd 
Class Daniel Gleeson’s chili 
that was also on display at the 
event would be added as a soup 
option on the upcoming menu 
rotation, McMahon said.

‘It was nerve-
wracking, but fun’

“Since this was my fi rst 
time, it was nerve wracking. 
But fun. It was great to be able 
to show what we do because 
much of our time is spent be-
hind the scene in preparing 
the daily menus,” said Wojcik, 
who hails from Grants Pass, 
Oregon.

The competition brings to-
gether military commands 
from all service branches 
throughout the greater Puget 
Sound region to showcase 
their epicurean skills in 
dishes, from chili to chicken to 
cake. The competition is rou-
tinely held in conjunction with 
the city of Bremerton’s annual 
Armed Forces Day parade, 
billed as the largest west of the 
Mississippi.

The event began as a simple 
chili cookout 44 years ago and 
has grown since. In the past 
there’s been competition in-
volving ice sculptures and gar-
nish displays, hors d’oeuvres 
and appetizers.

Despite his fi rst-time jitters 
in the limelight, Wojcik took it 
all in stride.

“I can call home and share 
this. The recipe really is a win-
ner,” Wojcik said.

YUM, YUM, GOOD!: Navy Petty Offi cer 2nd Class Christopher Wojcik of 
Naval Hospital Bremerton, Wash. with his signature winning barbecue 
ribs dish on May 6.  Douglas H. Stutz

Recipe for success

with fi ve children, we couldn’t 
all be put through college,” 
she said. “I wanted to avoid 
the mistake of going through 
college right away and not 
knowing what I wanted to do, 
and I saw what the Air Force 
was able to offer.”

For Rabah, the military 
was a stepping stone for life 
after high school that could 
also provide college opportu-
nities.

Even with all of the ben-
efi ts the military life has of-
fered, Myriam said this has 
been the longest they have 

been apart since those early 
years, and it has been diffi -
cult for them, and especially 
for their mother. Still, she 
added, their mother has re-
mained very supportive of 
their decisions.

“It went from all of us 
being together at home 
to everyone being gone,” 
Myriam said. “It was a fast 
change for her, but she is OK 
with it, because having our 
brother already serve, she 
knew the military would 
take care of us. It has been 
hard, but she has been very 
optimistic, because she has 
always wanted the best for 
us and she pushed us to be 
successful.”

The distance that comes 
with being members of the 
military has been tough on 
the family, but it also has 
helped to strengthen the bond 
among them. The triplets 
stay in touch with each other 
through a group chat where 
they talk every day, Myriam 
said.

 “We always communi-
cate, which has made it eas-
ier to get through some of the 
tough times in the military 
so far,” Myriam said. “Com-
munication has been key. We 
can all motivate each other, 
and we are in this together. 
Even though we aren’t un-
der the same roof, we are 
still together in heart.”

TRIPLETS

away just started to get lon-
ger and longer until one day 
he just never came back. I’ve 
never spoken to him again.”

Without any family to turn 
to, the high school sophomore 
began living life on his own, 
picking up a job at a local 
restaurant where he washed 
dishes in order to pay the rent 
for the apartment he had once 
shared with his father.

He often skipped classes 
to pick up shifts at the restau-
rant just to make ends meet. 
Despite only attending class 
half the time, he was still able 
to make passing grades. The 
school left messages about his 
absences on the answering 
machine at his apartment, 
but never investigated his sit-
uation. Elliott, determined to 
take care of himself, did not 
reach out for help.

“I’m stubborn, and I just 
thought I could do it on my 
own,” he said. “There were 
a lot of times I was defi nitely 
upset about it, but I decided 
it was out of my control and I 
couldn’t let it get to me.”

When graduation day fi -
nally came, Elliott attended, 
but said it wasn’t much of a 
celebration.

“I had no plans at all,” El-
liott said. “I was pretty much 
lost at that time.”

Without a plan or dreams 
of college, Elliott got a job 
in a factory, working 40 to 
50 hours each week. The job 
was strenuous, but it paid the 
bills and offered him more fi -
nancial stability than he had 
known before.

“I was making $10 an hour 
and doing pretty well for my-
self,” Elliott said. “I thought I 
could do it for the rest of my 
life and I would be okay. But 
after a year straight of that, 
I realized the work was kill-

ing my body, my mind, every-
thing.”

Before he had the chance 
to look for another job, Elliott 
was laid off from the factory. 
He found a position working in 
hospitality at a ski resort, but 
the work was seasonal; when 
winter came and went, so did 
his income. That’s when he 
found himself sleeping in his 
car.

Joining the Air 
National Guard

Knowing that he couldn’t 
go on living in his car, Elliott 
decided his best option was to 
enlist in the military. When 
the active duty Air Force re-
cruiter told him it would be 
at least a year before he could 
to basic training to begin 
his military service, he re-
searched other options open 
to him. That’s when he found 
the Air National Guard. El-
liott explained that he didn’t 
see the military as a last re-
sort, but he knew it was an op-
portunity for a better life and 
a chance to serve.

“I just didn’t have that 
much time,” Elliott said. “I 
contacted the Guard recruiter 
and he said I could enlist the 
following week. I hadn’t even 
known the Guard existed.”

The new airman thrived 
in the military environment, 
earning the distinguished 
graduate award from his 
technical training school pro-
gram. But reality set in for 
him during the last week of 
training. Up until that point 
he had been busy and had not 
thought about what it would 
mean when he completed his 
orders. He was unsure of the 
life he was going back to when 
his training was fi nished.

Elliott returned to Utah’s 
151st Air Refueling Wing, 
at Roland R. Wright Air Na-
tional Guard Base, and began 
his job as a services techni-
cian. He said he immediately 

felt welcomed into the mili-
tary family.

Once he had spent some 
time on orders learning his 
new specialty, he was given 
the opportunity to work at the 
Airman and Family Readi-
ness Center, assisting the pro-
gram manager, Jill Lukes. 
During the time he worked 
for Lukes, Elliott opened up 
to her about his background 
and the hardships he faced 
growing up. The two built 
a friendship and she intro-
duced Elliott to her family.

Lukes shares eight chil-
dren with her husband Doug-
las, a retired chief master 
sergeant from the 151st Civil 
Engineer Squadron. She said 
her entire family embraced 
Elliott with open arms. She 
now considers herself a 
mother to nine children.

“He really became part 
of our family,” she said. “We 
joke that we are his Guard-
parents.”

Feeling more settled than 
ever in the Air National 
Guard, Elliott joined the base 
Honor Guard and participated 
in nearly 70 ceremonies and 
funerals in just a few years. 
He also volunteered for two 
six-month deployments. When 
he returned from overseas, he 
attended Airman Leadership 
School and took home the John 
L. Levitow Award for the most 
outstanding leadership and 
scholastic achievement among 
his classmates. In 2012, he was 
named 151st ARW Airman of 
the Year.

In 2015, Elliott re-trained 
into public affairs, after staff 
saw his personal photography 
portfolio and recruited him. 

Elliott is now a photojour-
nalist at the Missouri Air 
National Guard’s 131st Bomb 
Wing. He attends school full 
time studying mass commu-
nications, and is more than 
halfway through his degree 
program. 

THE GUARD
Continued on page 36

Continued on page 36
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Many people are quick to 
think of growing older 
in a negative light. There 

certainly are some side effects 
of aging that one may wish to 
avoid, but people may fi nd that 
the benefi ts of growing older 
outweigh the negatives.

Seniors are a rapidly grow-
ing segment of the population. 
In the United States, the Ad-
ministration on Aging states 
that the older population — 
persons 65 years or older — 
numbered 46.2 million in 2014 
(the latest year for which data 
is available). 

With so many people liv-
ing longer, it’s time to cele-
brate the perks of getting older 
rather than the drawbacks. 
Here are some great benefi ts 
to growing old:

Higher self-esteem: The 
insecurities of youth give way 
as one ages, and older peo-
ple have less negativity and 
higher self-esteem. A Univer-
sity of Basel study of people 
ranging in ages from 18 to 89 
found that regardless of de-
mographic and social status, 
the older one gets the higher 
self-esteem climbs. Qualities 

like self-control and altruism 
can contribute to happiness.

Financial perks: Seniors 
are entitled to discounts on 
meals, museum entry fees, 
movies, and other entertain-
ment if they’re willing to dis-
close their ages. Seniors also 
can enjoy travel perks, with 
slashed prices on resorts, 
plane tickets, and more. The 
U.S. National Park Service of-
fers citizens age 62 and older 
lifetime passes to more than 
2,000 federal recreation sites 
for just $10 in person ($20 on-
line or via mail). 

Reasoning and problem-

solving skills: Brain scans re-
veal that older adults are more 
likely to use both hemispheres 
of their brans simultaneously 
— something called bilateral-
ization. This can sharpen rea-
soning skills. For example, in 
a University of Illinois study, 
older air traffi c controllers ex-
celled at their cognitively tax-
ing jobs, despite some losses in 
short-term memory and visual 
spatial processing. Older con-
trollers proved to be experts at 
navigating, juggling multiple 
aircrafts simultaneously, and 

avoiding collisions.
Less stress: As people 

grow older, they are able to 
differentiate their needs from 
wants and focus on more im-
portant goals. This can allevi-
ate worry over things that are 
beyond one’s control. Seniors 
may realize how little the 
opinions of others truly mean 
in the larger picture, thereby 
feeling less stress about what 
others think of them.

Growing older may involve 
gray hair or wrinkling skin, 
but there are many positive 
things associated with aging.  

Benefi ts of growing older
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Call Today to Schedule a Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 AVENUE
( )
Take  B  or  Q  Train to Kings Highway        B68, B82 & B7

OFFICIAL 

DENTIST 

OF

NEW YORK 

RIVETERS

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy

Cosmetic dentistry / 
extreme makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early 
detection  of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography

Call 718-339-7878 today 
to schedule your private 
consultation with an expe-
rienced dentist in the latest 
dental implant technology.

IMPLANT
$1,250

(abutment and crown 
additional $1,250)

VENEER 
SPECIAL

Cosmetic Porcelain

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme makeove you have always wanted

Kiss Your
Dentures
Goodbye

...and say hello 
to the comfort 

and 
convenience 

of dental implants 
that 

look and function 
just like 

your natural teeth!

Senior Special

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
Monica’s mother was living in Florida 
when she fell and broke her hip. She 
was treated at a local hospital, and 
then sent her to a rehab facility to re-
cover. There is a good chance that she 
will not regain full mobility and might 
need to move into a nursing home. 
Monica, who lives in Queens, wants 
her mother closer to her and hopes to 
transfer her into a rehab/nursing facil-
ity in the New York City area.  

Monica’s situation is not unusual. 
Many adult children want their frail 
parents closer to them. However, the 
situation and procedures often over-
whelm them.

What are the steps that need to be 
taken? Is there a residency require-
ment to move a parent between state 
nursing homes? Will a parent’s medi-
cal insurance transfer?

The good news is an out-of-state 
transfer can be done, but there are cer-
tain guidelines that must be followed. 
Here are seven steps that need to be 
taken:

1. Select a desirable facility. Be-
fore making a move, you must identify 
a few facilities where you would like 
your parent to live. There are several 
tools for evaluating nursing homes. 
One government website, Medicare 
Compare, rates nursing homes on a 
series of factors such as size of staff, 
cleanliness, and safety. Other sites, 
including Yelp.com, offer individuals 
the opportunity to air their personal 
impressions about specifi c nursing 
homes.  

2. Apply to the out-of-state facili-

ties. Ask the admissions staff at the 
current facility to send a Patient Re-
view Instrument to each of the selected 
nursing homes. This is the standard 
medical assessment tool that summa-
rizes a patient’s condition and needs. 
The desired facility will evaluate your 
parent’s care, determine if it can ful-
fi ll them, and if it have a bed available. 
Once the parent is accepted in a facility 
you can move on to the next step.

3. Transfer the primary health 

insurance. Most people aged 65 and 
older are covered by two insurance pol-
icies — Medicare, which is the primary 
insurance, and a secondary insurance 
that covers supplemental costs and ser-
vices not covered by Medicare. Medi-
care is the federal government’s health 
insurance program for older adults. It 
covers doctor care, hospital care, and 
80 percent of in-rehab care. Medicare 
is managed by the federal government 
and is viable in all states. 

4. Transfer the secondary insur-

ance. Some secondary insurances are 
nation-wide programs and can easily 
be transferred between states. Other 

programs, including Medicaid, are 
not. Medicaid is a program that pays 
for healthcare for people with low in-
come/assets. It is a federal program but 
is overseen by individual states. Each 
state decides on its own eligibility re-
quirements determined in part by a 
state’s cost of living. In some instances 
a person might be eligible for Medicaid 
in one state and not in another. For this 
reason Medicaid cannot automatically 
be transferred. A person must drop one 
plan when she leaves a state and reap-
ply in the new one.

5. Apply for Medicaid in a new 

state. A person cannot be eligible for 
Medicaid in two states at the same 
time. A resident must fi rst close out her 
Medicaid coverage in one state before 
applying in another. It is usually best 
to dis-enroll at the end of the month, be-
cause it takes until than to end Medic-
aid coverage. 

6. Understand Medicaid resi-

dency requirements. As soon as a 
parent is in the new nursing facility, 
she can apply for that state’s Medicaid 
program. Unlike residency restrictions 
for voting, federal law prohibits a resi-
dency requirement to apply for Medic-
aid. This means a person is eligible for 
Medicaid immediately upon moving to 
a new state. The new nursing home can 
help with the application process. Med-
icaid acceptance might take as long as 
90 days, but this should not a determent. 
Medicaid coverage is retroactive to the 
date of application. This means a nurs-
ing home cannot turn you down if your 
Medicaid registration is still pending. 

7. Move to the out-of-state resi-

dence. The move between two facili-
ties is the easiest part of the total pro-
cess. This can be coordinated through 
the nursing homes. It can be done by 
employing an ambulette to transport 
the patient or by having the patient es-
corted to her new location by plane.

Moving a parent between state 
nursing homes can seen like a formida-
ble task, and in some way it is. It takes 
careful planning and coordination. 
Fortunately, all the steps are possible 
and with help from the nursing homes 
and knowledgeable professionals, the 
job can be accomplished smoothly and 
effectively.

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care 
advisor, advocate, and founder of El-
derCareGiving, a service that helps 
families make diffi cult care decision for 
aging loved ones when family care is no 
longer enough. She works to determine 
their best care option, helps with the 
transition, and monitors care through 
regular visits. She teaches advocacy 
skills to caregivers and professionals. 
For more information, visit www.joan-
naleefer.com.

Moving tips
Sending a parent to an out-of-state nursing home

ELDERCARE TODAY
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• Monthly Over-the-Counter Card (to pay for items 
like over-the-counter medications, toothpaste, 
incontinence supplies, and more)

• Transportation

• Flexible Spending Dollars

• Comprehensive Dental

• Care Management to support your  
health care needs

• Access to 70,000 doctors and specialists in  
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steoarthritis (OA), also 
known as degenerative 
joint disease, is a very 

common condition in which 
the cartilage or cushion be-
tween joints breaks down 
due to “wear and tear” over 
a lifetime. This can cause 
pain, discomfort and de-
creased mobility. Most cases 
of OA occur after age 50. 

The hip is one of the most 
common areas in which OA 
develops. OA in the hip may 
cause pain in the side, groin, 
or buttocks. Common activi-
ties such as stair climbing or 
getting up from a seated po-
sition may be painful. 

Treatments such as anti-
inflammatory medications 
and physical therapy are 
usually prescribed first, but 
if these are not effective, or 
if they lose effectiveness, pa-
tients may want to consider 
a hip joint replacement. The 
surgery is almost always a 
permanent solution to hip 
pain, and recovery is now 
easier than ever.

“When other options fail, 
hip replacement surgery 

has a 95 percent success rate 
in getting patients back on 
their feet without pain,” said 
Henry Tischler, M.D., chief of 
orthopedic surgery on New-
York-Presbyterian Brooklyn 
Methodist Hospital. 

The surgery involves re-

placing the femoral head (the 
top of the femur that joins the 
leg to the hip), with a metal 
or ceramic prosthetic. A pro-
tective cup made of metal 
and plastic is then placed in 
the hip socket. This keeps the 
bones from grinding against 

each other, which is usually 
the source of OA pain.

“I try to have my patients 
out of bed and on their feet 
the very same day or the 
morning after the surgery,” 
said Dr. Tischler. “It is also 
becoming increasingly com-

mon to have patients recover 
and receive rehabilitation 
therapy at home with home-
care services rather than 
in a rehabilitation facility. 
Patients may find this more 
comfortable, and there is no 
difference in the long-term 
outcome.”

Dr. Tischler said that the 
procedure leads to a high 
level of patient satisfaction. 
“Hip replacement allows peo-
ple who suffer from osteoar-
thritis to dramatically en-
hance their quality of life,” 
he said. “I have seen patients 
who could not walk half a 
block regain full mobility 
and function. This is really a 
remarkable procedure.”

To schedule an appoint-
ment with an orthopedist af-
filiated with NewYork-Pres-
byterian Brooklyn Methodist 
Hospital, please call 718-246-
8700 or visit nyp.org/Brook-
lyn, go to the “Find a Doctor” 
tile and choose “orthopedic 
surgery” as Doctor’s Spe-
cialty.

—New York - Presbyterian 
Brooklyn Methodist Hospital

Parkinson’s disease is a 
neurological movement 
disorder. Classic motor 

symptoms, such as tremor, ri-
gidity, and extreme slowness 
of movements and refl exes, 
called bradykinesia, are typi-
cally used to identify Parkin-
son’s. However, identifi cation 
of other, more subtle symp-
toms may help identify the 
disease years before more ob-
vious motor conditions pres-
ent themselves.

Since Parkinson’s is a 
chronic and progressive neu-
rological disease, symptoms 
are often mild at the onset, 
becoming more severe over 
time. Initial symptoms may be 
so subtle that they’re even dif-
fi cult for specialists to detect, 
according to the The Michael 
J. Fox Foundation for Parkin-
son’s Research. Symptoms 
also may be different for some 
patients than others and may 
progress at different paces.

Dopamine loss is a major 
contributor to the onset of Par-
kinson’s disease. Dopamine 
controls movement and mood, 
so when dopamine is affected, 

walking, talking, and writing 
can be impacted. Depression 
or anxiety may accompany 
other symptoms.

The National Institutes of 
Health says Parkinson’s dis-
ease affects as many as 500,000 
people in the United States. 
An early diagnosis may help 
improve quality of life and de-
lay the onset of greater motor 
issues. Here’s what to look for 
and discuss with a doctor:

Micrographia and other 

handwriting issues occur. 
Those with Parkinson’s dis-
ease may start experiencing 
changes in their handwrit-
ing. Penmanship may look 
cramped, and letters tend to 
be smaller than normal (mi-
crographia). Individuals may 
fi nd it diffi cult to hold a pen 
and write.

Others may notice a 

masked face. This describes 
a vacant or fi xed stare and 
lack of facial animation. 

Tremors take place in a 

limb. Tremors usually begin 
in the hands or fi ngers and 
may even mimic a pill-rolling 
technique, which is a tremor 

between the thumb and fore-
fi nger. Tremors usually occur 
when the limb is at rest.

Pace or activities slow 

down. Parkinson’s disease 
may reduce one’s ability to 
move and may slow down 
movements. An early symp-
tom may be a noticeable slow-
ing down in steps or ability to 
react to something, like a ball 
being thrown one’s way. Some 
with Parkinson’s may drag 
their feet or shuffl e as they 
walk or fi nd it diffi cult to get 
out of a chair.

Loss of automatic move-

ments and functions can 

occur. Diffi culty with un-
conscious movements, such 
as blinking, smiling, or even 
swinging arms, may occur 
when a person has Parkin-
son’s disease. Movements may 
be uncoordinated and stiff. In-
creased salivation and perspi-
ration also may be indicators.

Poor balance and loss of 

posture may develop. People 
with Parkinson’s disease may 
hunch over more and more 
and be unable to stand up 
straight. Balance issues, such 

as greater incidences of falls 
or being able to tip over more 
easily, may occur.

Speech can change. 
Changes in speech can begin, 
including hesitating before 
speaking, slurring words, 
or speaking in a monotone 
voice.

Sleep issues may in-

crease. Parkinson’s disease 
can affect sleeping patterns 
and behaviors. People with 
Parkinson’s may experience 

vivid dreams and nightmares, 
as well as an inability to stay 
asleep. Daytime drowsiness 
may also occur.

Parkinson’s disease is rare, 
and symptoms that mimic 
those of Parkinson’s may be 
caused by other conditions. 
However, if you or someone 
you know is experiencing re-
peated symptoms of any of the 
ones described here, speak 
with your general practitio-
ner or a neurologist.  

Early Parkinson’s symptoms

Tremors in the hands, loss of balance, handwriting changes, and slowed 
movements may be early indicators of Parkinson’s disease.

ELDERCARE TODAY
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Your husband is ready  
to leave the hospital.
The tubes in his chest  
are coming with him.

Now what? 

REGISTERED NURSES
REHABILITATION THERAPISTS
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Your husband will need help getting around, 

bathing and taking care of his wounds. 

Post-surgical care from the Visiting Nurse Service 
of New York will make the transition home a lot 

easier. With comprehensive services to help the 

recovery process, the Visiting Nurse Service of 

New York is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP YOUR 

LOVED ONE RECEIVE THE POST-DISCHARGE CARE  

HE NEEDS TO MAKE THE BEST RECOVERY POSSIBLE.

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • VNSNY.ORG 

Services are usually covered by Medicare, Medicaid 
and most insurers. VNSNY also offers private care.  

© 2017 VNSNY

For many people, the arrival of sum-
mer means a time to relax, travel, 
recharge, and enjoy the warm 

weather. However, for a caregiver of 
someone with Alzheimer’s or any de-
mentia, the summer brings an entirely 
new set of issues and challenges. Here 
are some suggestions for caregivers to 
preserve safety (and sanity) during the 
summer months:

Be well prepared for travel
Depending on the stage of the per-

son with dementia, travel can be an ap-
propriate activity if you are prepared. 
Vacationing away from home presents 
numerous challenges. Since new and 
unfamiliar places can be confusing for 
the person with Alzheimer’s disease, 
keep family travel plans as simple as 
possible and consider traveling to a fa-
miliar destination. If possible, travel 
with another person who knows the 
person with Alzheimer’s and is willing 
to help. Advise airlines, hotels, or tour 
operators that you’re traveling with a 
person who has memory impairment. 

When possible, book refundable 
travel, in case there are health issues 
leading up to the trip. Even when stay-
ing in new places, try to maintain daily 
routines. Serve familiar foods at famil-
iar times, and give yourself, as well as 
the person with dementia, plenty of op-
portunities to rest. Make sure your rel-
ative is enrolled in the MedicAlert NYC 
Wanderer’s Safety program.

Family gatherings 
Even “staycations” are not without 

challenges. During family gatherings 
that include backyard barbeques and 
outdoor activities, keep a close eye on 
someone with Alzheimer’s. Wandering 
can happen in the blink of an eye, and 
bodies of water, hot grills, and camp-
fi res are dangerous hazards. 

Family reunions can be both joy-
ful and overwhelming. Even for some-
one in the early stages of the disease, 
remembering names and faces can be 

challenging and frustrating. With the 
potential for more visits from friends 
and family during the summer months, 
consider limiting the number of visi-
tors and the length of visits, and pre-
pare both family members and the 
person with Alzheimer’s disease in ad-
vance for the visit. 

Beware large crowds
Public venues can become over-

whelming. Parades, loud noises, 
crowds, and fi reworks can dramati-
cally increase anxiety. Consider partic-
ipating from a distance, or watch from 
home. If you do attend sporting events 
like tennis matches or baseball games, 
keep a close eye on the person with de-
mentia for signs of discomfort.

Be mindful of the weather 
People with dementia may not al-

ways be able to tell you when they are 
overheated or thirsty. Wherever you 
go, bring lots of liquids, but avoid al-
cohol and caffeine, which can con-
tribute to dehydration. Make sure the 
person with dementia wears appropri-
ate summer clothing to stay cool and 
comfortable and always use plenty of 
sunscreen! Even better, stay in shaded 
areas or inside as much as possible dur-
ing the hottest part of the day.

These tips can make summer a won-
derful time for you and the person you 
are caring for to get out of the house, 
enjoy beautiful weather and spend time 
with family and friends in a safe and re-
laxing way. 

For more on this and other caregiv-
ing topics, call CaringKind’s 24-hour 
Helpline at (646) 744–2900 or visit www.
caringkindnyc.org.

ELDERCARE TODAY

Care 
Chronicle
 Lou-Ellen Barkan

Summer safety tips

Since new and unfamiliar places can be confusing for the person with Alzheimer’s disease, keep 
family travel plans as simple as possible and consider traveling to a familiar destination. iStock
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Announcing the  GRAND OPENING  of Pharmacy at the Wave. 
Where service and customer service is a priority. We are an independent, locally-owned 

retail establishment that provides pharmaceutical services to the general public 
as well as concierge services to our beautiful neighborhood

We Gladly Accept EBT
Small Appliances  Solgar Vitamins Maxihealth Vitamins 

 Daily Weekly & Monthly, House Charges Welcomed  Most Insurances accepted including Medicare Part-D 
Largest selection of vitamins at everyday low prices. 

We offer one stop shopping from your basic grocery items to cosmetics, housewares, and household items.

NO MINIMUM 
REQUIRED

WEDNEDAYS Senior Day
20% Off 

all regular priced Items
(some restrictions apply) 

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL
All Vitamins Are At 20% OFF 

FREE Hot Coffee All Day

The most common chronic 
condition of the joints in 
both the United States and 

Canada, osteoarthritis affects 
roughly 30 million people in 
just those two countries alone. 

While osteoarthritis can af-
fect people of all ages, it’s most 
common in men and women 
over the age of 65. Understand-
ing osteoarthritis and how to 
prevent and manage the dis-
ease can help men and women 
over the age of 50 reduce their 
risk and live more comfortably 
even if they develop it:

What is 
osteoarthritis?

According to the Arthritis 
Foundation, healthy joints are 
covered by cartilage, a fl exi-
ble connective tissue that cov-
ers the end of each bone. Car-
tilage facilitates motion of the 
joints and serves as a cushion 
between the bones. 

When a person has osteoar-

thritis, cartilage breaks down, 
causing swelling and pain and 
affecting the mobility of the 
joint. Over time, it can worsen 
and cause bones to break down 
and develop bone spurs, which 
form when bones meet each 
other in the joints. Osteoar-
thritis can even advance to a 
point where cartilage wears 
away and bone rubs against 
bone, creating even more pain 
while damaging the joints even 
further.

What causes it?
Once considered a byprod-

uct of the wear and tear the 
human body naturally en-
dures over a lifetime, it is now 
viewed as a disease, notes the 
Foundation. The following are 
some potential causes of os-
teoarthritis:

Genes: The Foundation 
notes that certain genetic 
traits can increase a person’s 
likelihood of developing os-

teoarthritis. Collagen is a pro-
tein that makes up cartilage, 
and, while rare, a genetic de-
fect that affects the body’s pro-
duction of cartilage can lead 
to osteoarthritis occurring in 
people as young as 20 years old. 
Researchers have also noted 
that the gene FAAH is more 
commonly found in people 
with osteoarthritis of the knee 
than in people who don’t have 
the disease. 

Weight: Being overweight 
increases a person’s risk for 
a host of ailments and dis-
eases, and osteoarthritis can 
be counted among them. Extra 
weight puts additional pres-
sure on hips and joints, and 
over time those extra pounds 
can cause cartilage to break 
down more quickly than it 
would if the body was not car-
rying extra weight. 

Injury: Men and women 
who have suffered injuries to 
their joints may be at greater 

risk of developing the disease 
than those with no such injury 
history.

Overuse: Overuse of joints, 
tendons, and ligaments can ac-
celerate the breakdown of car-
tilage and increase a person’s 
risk of developing osteoarthri-
tis. Cartilage also can break 
down more quickly in the 
bodies of athletes and people 
whose careers require them to 
stand for extended periods of 
time, bend over frequently or 
lift heavy items.

Preexisting conditions: 
Conditions such as rheuma-
toid arthritis, hemochromato-

sis, and acromegaly may also 
contribute to the development 
of osteoarthritis among those 
diagnosed with such disor-
ders.

Prevention and 
management 

Men and women who main-
tain healthy weights and ex-
ercise regularly and appropri-
ately may be able to prevent 
the onset of osteoarthritis. 
Appropriate exercises include 
strength training that focuses 
on building muscles around 
the joints, even if those joints 
are already affected. 

Understanding and 
managing osteoarthritis

ELDERCARE TODAY

Osteoarthritis is most common in people over the age of 65.



COURIER LIFE, JUNE 2–8, 2017 43  B GM BR

PAIN STOPS YOU
We can get you started!

B3, B44, 
B36

3500 Nostrand Avenue
(between Avenues U & V)

www.HQBK.com

QTrain:

CONDITIONS WE TREAT INCLUDE:

Monday – Friday 9 am – 7 pm, Saturday 9 am – 2 pm

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE SLEEPING?
    As soon as I walked into the offi ce, my doctor knew immediately that I was having diffi culty sleeping.  He pointed out the downward tilt of my head 
and the fact that I was waking up multiple times a night. He could even perfectly describe the pain, numbness, and tingling sensation I was experienc-
ing in my upper extremities.  

    We all know that sleep is critical to good health, vital to restoring mental acuity, and is needed to ensure a proper immune response. Its role in our 
ability to perform our everyday activities cannot be stressed enough. Adult insomnia costs the United States almost 14 billion dollars a year. In children, 
sleep deprivation contributes to a wide range of health issues, including attention defi cit disorder, mood disturbances, and memory problems. Overall, 
sleep ailments contribute to absenteeism, poor job or school performance, and an increase in car and machine accidents.

    The good news is that there is plenty that we can do to improve our sleep. Taking steps to decrease stress, avoiding pharmaceutical sleeping aids, 
limiting caffeine intake, keeping technology away from the bed, paying attention to what we eat at bedtime (limiting the carbohydrates), sleeping in a 
dark room, and, of course, getting a spinal adjustment, can all lead to a more benefi cial night of sleep.  

    A chiropractor can help to explain why simple changes may make the greatest impact. We know that by sleeping on our stomach (perhaps the most 
compromising position), the full weight of the head pulls on the muscles and ligaments that hold the cervical spine together. This amount of weight on 
the delicate structures of the neck will eventually lead to joint damage.  

    The consultation with your chiropractor will begin with a discussion on proper sleeping positions (preferably side lying with a pillow between the 
knees and one supporting the head), the use of an approved cervical pillow, what type of mattress is best for your particular spine, and how many hours 
of rest you should be getting. Additionally, a review of how diet and nutritional supplementation may be affecting your sleep habits will be addressed 
as well.

    If you fi nd counting sheep just isn’t helping you sleep, perhaps a visit to a chiropractor is in order. Dr. Nick Chiappetta, a member of the New York State 
Chiropractic Association, American Chiropractic Association, and International Chiropractic Association, can help Brooklynites catch some zzs.

    HealthQuest [3500 Nostrand Ave. between Avenues U and V in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 769-2521].  www.HQBK.com

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Diagnosis and management of pain through various forms of treatment. 

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
Safe, gentle manipulation to reduce pain and 

NEUROLOGY
Comprehensive examination, diagnosis, and 
treatment of all neurological disorders

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION
86% Effective in the treatment of herniated discs, 

SLIP AND FALL PREVENTION

ORTHOPEDICS
Our orthopedic healthcare service incorporates detailed evaluation, diagnosis 
and non-operative treatment and care.

Our comprehensive treatment program
promotes a fast, safe, return to health.

PHYSICAL THERAPY/REHABILITATION
the 
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THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK
is pleased to announce 3 convenient locations

with a new offi ce in Midwood.
THE PREMIERE VASCULAR CENTER IN NEW YORK IS

THE ONLY COMPREHENSIVE CENTER THAT
SPECIALIZES IN VASCULAR MEDICINE.

 Varicose Veins  Leg Wounds  Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm
 Cardiac Artery Blockage  Blockage of Artery in Leg

 Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm

ENRICO ASCHER, MD

ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP

SHEILA BLUMBERG, VS

NATALIE MARKS, MD

ANIL HINGORANI, MD

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11235

Midwood:
2523 Kings Highway 
Suite 1C
Brooklyn, NY 11235

Boro Park:
960 50th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219

 Laser Procedures  Vein Injections
 Angioplasty and Stent

718-438-3800

N utrition is important for 
people of all ages, but it’s 
especially important for 

men and women over the age of 
50, who can dramatically im-
prove their quality of life by eat-
ing a well-balanced diet fi lled 
with vitamins and nutrients. 
Though that may seem like 
common sense, research has 
shown that men and women in 
this age group, who are often 
referred to as baby boomers, 
are not necessarily as healthy 
as they may seem. 

A 2013 study from research-
ers at the West Virginia Uni-
versity School of Medicine 
found that baby boomers are 
less healthy than the genera-
tion that immediately preceded 
them, tending to be more likely 
to have higher levels of hyper-
tension, diabetes, and high cho-
lesterol. While that news might 
be sobering, it’s never too late 
for men and women over 50 to 
start eating healthier diets, 
which can reduce their risk of 
a wide range of ailments, in-
cluding heart disease, stroke 
and osteoporosis.

The following are a few 
ways those over 50 can alter 
their diets so their bodies are 
getting what they need to live 
long and healthy lives well 
into their golden years:

Balance your diet
When changing your diet, 

be sure to include plenty of 
protein and carbohydrates. 
Protein maintains and re-
builds muscles, which is espe-
cially important for those who 
might fi nd themselves unable 
to keep up with the physical 
demands of everyday life as 
well as they used to. Including 
ample low-fat protein, which 
can be found in fi sh, eggs, and 
low-fat dairy, will aid in mus-
cle recovery, benefi tting ag-
ing athletes as well as those 
men and women over 50 who 
recently started exercising 
as a means to regaining their 
physical fi tness.

Carbohydrates are also an 
important part of a balanced 
diet, as they are a great source 
of energy that can help you 
stay active well past the age 

of 50. Carbohydrates found 
in fruits, grains, and vegeta-
bles are the most benefi cial, 
as these contain valuable vi-
tamins, minerals and nutri-
ents. 

Keep dairy in diet
Dairy is a great source 

of calcium, which promotes 
strong bones and teeth. Men 
and women over the age of 
50 want their bones to be as 
strong as possible because ag-
ing is one of the strongest risk 
factors for osteoporosis, a po-
tentially debilitating medical 
condition in which loss of tis-
sue causes bones to become 
brittle and fragile. 

Vitamin D is necessary to 
effectively absorb calcium, and 
vitamin D can be found in cer-
tain dairy products, including 
pasture-raised eggs and grass-
fed cow’s milk, and can be gen-
erated when men and women 
get enough sunlight. Other 
healthy sources of vitamin 
D include salmon, light tuna 
packed in oil, sardines, and 
sun-grown mushrooms.

Men and women over the age of 50 are in a unique position to vastly 
improve their quality of life by adopting a low-sodium diet that is rich in 
vitamins and minerals.  

Nutrition, aging go hand-in-hand
ELDERCARE TODAY
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Estate planning is one of the 
most important steps a person can 
take to make sure that their final 
property and health care wishes 
are honored, and that loved ones 
are provided for in their absence. 
Though often overlooked or put 
off in favor of more immediate 
concerns, a comprehensive estate 
plan can resolve a number of le-
gal questions that arise whenever 
anyone dies. 

Trusts have become an in-
tegral part in estate planning. 
A trust is a fiduciary arrange-
ment that allows a third party (a 
“trustee”) to hold and manage the 
assets of the creator of the trust 
(the “grantor”) on behalf of the 
grantor’s beneficiaries. Trusts 
can specify exactly how and when 
the assets pass to the beneficia-
ries. Trusts are used for mini-
mizing estate taxes and can offer 

other benefits as part of a well-
crafted estate plan. Some of those 
other benefits include:

 Controlling Wealth. With a 
trust, a grantor can specify the 
terms of the trust and control when 
and to whom distributions may be 
made. A trust can also be set up as a 
revocable trust so that the trust as-
sets remain accessible to the grantor 
during his or her lifetime while des-
ignating to whom the remaining as-
sets will pass thereafter.

constructed trust can help protect 
an estate from creditors of the es-
tate’s heirs or from beneficiaries 
who are not able to manage money 
responsibly.

and testament is a public document 
(after filing with the courts) and a 
matter of public record. However, 
a trust is a private document and 
may allow assets to pass outside of 
the court system and remain pri-
vate.

Special Trust for the Elderly
Estate planners and elder law 

attorneys are often faced with the 
challenge of protecting the assets 
of an aging client that is vulner-
able to dishonest relatives, friends 

and caregivers.
Clients typically want to 

maintain control of their assets 
as long as practically possible, but 
also want to protect those assets 
from the undue influence when 
the client is vulnerable, either due 
to age, health or other reasons. 
These two goals conflict with each 
other because if a person retains 
the power to change his estate 
plan, that person is susceptible 
to be influenced by outsiders. On 
the other hand, taking away the 
power to change the client’s estate 
plan, the client may feel that he or 
she has been “handcuffed” from 
doing as he or she pleases. 

Forming a special estate plan-
ning trust for the elderly resolves 
these problems in a way that many 
clients feel comfortable with. 

Example:   Jacob and Rachel 
have been happily married for 52 
years, and were living well into 
their seventies. They had three 
adult children and many grand-
children. Jacob and Rachel were 
always accustomed to having com-
plete control of their assets, but 
their ultimate goal was to divide 
their assets evenly among their 
three children. Unfortunately, Ra-

chel passed away, and Jacob be-
came depressed. One day, Jacob 
befriended Marilyn, who has been 
struggling financially.  Over the 
next ten years, Jacob mortgaged 
his house and spent upwards of 
$800,000 on Marilyn, and was even-
tually forced to sell his house and 
move in with his kids. 

Had Jacob and Rachel planned 
ahead and created a special trust 
designed for the elderly, Jacob and 
Rachel would have been free to 
control their assets as they wish, 
including buying, selling, giving 
away and spending any money 
or property. However, when ei-
ther Jacob or Rachel would have 
died or become disabled, the trust 
would have become irrevocable 
and no longer changeable.  As a 
result, when Rachel passed away 
and Jacob became depressed, he 
would no longer have had the abil-
ity by himself to mortgage his 
house, sell his house, or spend 
considerable amounts of money 
on Marilyn, or anyone else for 
that matter. 

Forming a special trust for the 
elderly would have assisted Jacob 
and Rachel in protecting their 
hard earned wealth from being 

negligently squandered away, and 
would have allowed the wealth to 
remain intact to be passed down 
to their children.

Not many clients will walk 
into a professional advisor’s office 
and identify their need for asset 
protection during a future period 
of vulnerability. The Trusts & Es-
tates Practice Group at Yedid & 
Zeitoune, PLLC collectively work 
together with each client to ulti-
mately put together the best asset 
protection model for each client’s 
needs, taking into account the need 
to balance control with protection. 
May we all merit living long, happy 
and healthy lives - amen!

The attorneys in the Trusts & 

of legal experience and are ready to 
assist you with all your Medicaid & 

1172 Coney Island Avenue 

    Email: info@yzlawoffice.com

By Appointment Only:
152 Madison Avenue, Suite 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Estate Planning for Our Parents

YEDID & ZEITOUNE, PLLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Isaac Yedid, Esq.
isaac@yzlawoffice.com

Admitted in NY & NJ

$299
for a Last Will  
& Testament
Restrictions May Apply

$1,250
Restrictions May Apply

Raymond Zeitoune, Esq.
raymond@yzlawoffice.com

Admitted in NY

Special with this ad Special with this ad

BROOKLYN OFFICE
1172 Coney Island Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11230
Phone: 347.461.9800
Fax: 718.421.1695

NYC OFFICE
By Appointment Only:
152 Madison Avenue,  

Suite 1105
New York, New York 10016

Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS
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Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court
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By Alexandra Simon

Take a new look at an old building! 
The Brooklyn Historical Society 

has opened a second location on 
the Brooklyn waterfront with an exhib-
it of photos celebrating its new home. 
“Shifting Perspectives: Photographs of 
Brooklyn’s Waterfront,” now on display at 
the Society’s new exhibit space in Dumbo, 
features historic images of the building 
that houses the show, as well as a wide 
selection of the borough’s seaside spots, 
said the president of the museum. 

“The entire focus of that space for us is 
really the Brooklyn waterfront and we’re 
excited to be focusing on the history of the 
waterfront,” said Deborah Schwartz.

The exhibit features 68 photographs 
taken over the last 150 years, includ-

ing work by well-known photographers 
Harvey Stein and Bernice Abbott, along-
side work by unknown artists from the 
past. The images not only provide a look 
into history, but they demonstrate how dif-
ferent artistic eyes can interpret the same 
locations, said Schwartz.

“Some of them are historical and some 
them are very contemporary — the pho-
tographers look at the waterfront in so 
many different ways,” she said. “There are 
images that are almost abstract, and some 
images are iconic of these industrial areas. 
The show is very evocative and gives a 
sense of Coney Island, Newtown Creek, the 
Gowanus Canal, and any and everything 
that related to the Brooklyn waterfront.”

Because its new building looks out over 
the water, the Society wanted the first 

exhibit in the space to reflect its setting. 
“We were hoping for an exhibition that 

represented the broad sweep of Brooklyn’s 
waterfront locations and range of sensi-
bilities from the perspective of different 
artists,” said Schwartz.

And the huge, historic Empire Stores 
building is the perfect match for a historical 
society, said Schwartz.

“It’s a very fun and clean and industrial 
and with an almost modern feeling, even 
though we’re sitting in what was the middle 
of 19th century warehouse building,” she 
said. “The developers have done a beautiful 
job of retaining a lot of the original build-
ing, so you really get a feel for what the 
original warehouse was like.”

The Society has big plans for its new 
space — the photo display will end in 

early September, to be followed by a multi-
media exhibit focusing on the history of the 
Brooklyn waterfront, said Schwartz, and 
the museum is planning more interactive 
activities that appeal to children.

“In December, we’ll have an interactive 
exhibit with objects, artifacts, documents, 
and also lots of digital components,” she 
said. “There will even be lots of installa-
tions for children. Our education staff is 
working on programs for kids, like treasure 
hunts to get them to look at photos in this 
exhibit.”

Brooklyn Historical Society Dumbo [55 
Water St. between New Dock and Main 
streets in Dumbo, (718) 222–4111, www.
brooklynhistory.org/dumbo]. Open Mon–
Fri, noon–6 pm; Sat, Sun, 10 am–7 pm. $10 
suggested donation.

Historical Society shows off its new spot

Building history 
Shiny and old: The Brooklyn Historical Society has opened its new museum in the Empire Stores building in Dumbo with an exhibit 
of waterfront photos, including a shot (inset) of the Empire Stores Warehouse in 1936, taken by Bernice Abbot.  Philip Greenberg



COURIER LIFE, JUNE 2-8, 201748    24-7

By the Brooklyn Screen Team

Who needs air conditioning? 
There is no better place to 
watch a classic film than 

under the stars in Brooklyn! This 
summer’s outdoor films screenings 
are already in full swing, so grab your 
picnic blanket and mosquito repel-
lent, and head to one of these (mostly) 
free screenings:

Rooftop Films
This outdoor summer series, 

now in its 11th year, screens feature 
films, documentaries, and short film 
anthologies at five different locations 
in Brooklyn. Not all the spots are 
actually on roofs, but every screening 
starts with a live music performance, 
and they often end with drinks and 
a dance party. The newest screening 
spot is the grassy William Vale in 
Williamsburg, showing the roman-
tic comedies “The Big Sick,” from 
Michael Showalter on June 28; and 
“The Incredible Jessica James,” star-
ring comedian Jessica Williams, on 
July 25.  

The William Vale (111 N. 12th St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, 
www.rooftopfilms.com). $15. See the 
website for other locations, dates, 
and times.

Rooftop Cinema Club
This film series in Bushwick elim-

inates the threat of noisy neighbors 
by passing out a set of wireless head-
phones to each viewer! The screen-
ings are bring-your-own-booze, but 
the site provide glasses and mix-
ers. Screenings happen Mondays 
through Thursdays until the end of 
June. Offerings include the recent 
Disney film “Moana,” ’80s monster 
flick “The Lost Boys,” and Alfred 
Hitchcock’s “North by Northwest.” 

At OfficeOpps (57 Thames St. at 
Knickerbocker Avenue in Bushwick, 
www.rooftopcinemaclub.com/new-
york). Mon–Thu at 8:30 pm, through 
June 28. $17–$23.

Pizza Wine Movie Night 
at Rooftop Reds

The elevated vineyard Rooftop 
Reds, on top of the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard, will host a “Pizza Wine Movie 
Night” every Thursday this summer. 
Your $30 ticket gets you two slices of 
pizza, one glass of wine, and access to 
the rooftop screening. The wine mak-
ers plan to show ’80s films in June, 
chick flicks in July, sci-fi movies in 
August, and classics in September.

Pizza Wine Movie Night at Rooftop 
Reds in the Brooklyn Navy Yard, 
Building 275 [enter at Sands Street 
and Navy Street, (703) 582–8609, 
www.rooftopreds.com]. Thursdays, 
June 1–Sept. 28. $30.

Art of Brooklyn Film 
Festival in Sunset Park

The seventh annual festival of 
movies made entirely by Brooklyn 
artists offers a free glimpse of the 
best short films from its first six 
years, including the bizarre pirate 
short “Cap’n Flapjack.” Music and 
free food starts at 5 pm, and the 
screening starts at sundown.

“Best of the Fest” at Sunset Park 
(Fifth Avenue between 41st and 44th 
streets in Sunset Park, www.thear-
tofbrooklyn.org). June 3 at sundown. 
Free.

Habana Outpost
Enjoy Mexican food and frozen 

margaritas at this Fort Greene restau-
rant while watching a movie project-
ed onto its outside wall, on Sunday 
nights through the end of October. 
This year’s roster includes “Blazing 
Saddles,” “Coming to America,” and 
“Pulp Fiction”

Movie Night at Habana Outpost 
[757 Fulton St., the corner of Fulton 
and South Portland in Fort Greene, 
(718) 858–9500, www.cafehabana.
com/brooklyn]. Sundays through Oct. 
30 at 8 pm. Free.

Chaim Deutsch’s 
Summer Movie Series

Councilman Chaim Deutsch 
will host free family-friendly mov-
ies at different spots in Sheepshead 
Bay, with “Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory” on June 4 at 
Mellet Playground (Avenue V at E. 
14th Street), “Despicable Me” on 
June 11 at Homecrest Playground 
(Homecrest Avenue at E. 12th Street), 
and “The Secret Life of Pets” on June 
18 at Sheepshead Playground (Avenue 
Z at Nostrand Avenue). The kosher 
popcorn is on him!

Old Stone House
The historic house hosts an out-

door screening of “Happy Feet,” the 
animated film about a dancing pen-
guin, along with some kid-friendly 
activities starting at 7 pm.

“Happy Feet” at the Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195, www.theoldstonehouse.
org]. June 9 at 8:30 pm. Free.

BAMcinemaFest
The Brooklyn Academy of Music’s 

summer film festival will host one 
free outdoor screening: “Our Song,” 
a story of two teen girls growing up 
in Crown Heights.

“Our Song” at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, Pier 1 (enter at Furman and 
Old Fulton streets in Dumbo, www.
bam.org/film/2017/our-song). June 22 
at 8 pm. Free.

Narrows Botanical 
Gardens

Bring a blanket and settle onto 
the lawn of the Narrows Botanical 
Garden on select Friday nights for 

By Caroline Spivack

The stars are back in 
Brooklyn! 

A rugged com-
edy filmed on the streets of 
Red Hook 25 years ago will 
return to the spotlight next 
week. “The Search For One-
Eye Jimmy,” which starred 
Hollywood greats Sam 
Rockwell, Steve Buscemi, 
and Samuel L. Jackson before 
they struck it big, will screen 
as part of the Art of Brooklyn 
Film Festival on June 9. The 
film is a Brooklyn classic, 
said its director, and the fest 
is a fitting place to celebrate 
its anniversary and introduce 
it to new audiences. 

“I mean, it’s the ulti-
mate Brooklyn film and on 
its 25th anniversary, where 
would it be better suited to be 
screened?” said Sam Henry 
Kass. “I would hope that the 
film sort of introduces itself 
to a whole new audience. 
I think that it holds up, it’s 
pretty timely.”

The movie centers on a 
recent film school grad who 
returns to his home town 
and teams up with a bizarre 
cast of characters to track 
down the missing “One-Eye 
Jimmy.” Kass was inspired 
by a real-life missing person 
poster for a one-eyed man 
he knew. 

“I thought, ‘Where could 
this guy go if he was miss-
ing?’ ” said Kass. “He’d only 
been on like three blocks his 
whole life, so I just imag-
ined that scenario and started 
writing.”

Kass chose Red Hook as 
a film site because it seemed 
like a gritty, barren wasteland 
— vastly different from the 
gentrifying nabe it is today.

“It was 25 years ago, and 
it looked as how I imagined 
post-war Beirut to look like,” 
said Kass. “It was empty — 
there seemed to be remnants 

of fires, abandoned cars, 
packs of dogs — we chose 
to film down there for the 
visuals.” 

Kass attributes the film’s 
success to its tongue-in-
cheek tone and its stellar cast. 
He pegged some of the actors 
as stars from the start, while 
others were less obvious.

“It was a $100 million cast 
on a $20,000 movie,” he said. 
“Steve Buscemi had just fin-
ished ‘Reservoir Dogs.’ He 
came directly from that to 
work with us and had a sense 
that he was on the way. Sam 
Rockwell basically staggered 
in from on the street and I 
thought he was so interesting 
that I cast him on the spot 
without knowing anything 
about him. To say I knew 
he’d be a movie star is a 
stretch.”

Kass and some fellow 
filmmakers each kicked in 
about $5,000 to produce the 
movie, which he dubbed “the 
film they couldn’t kill.”

“It certainly was a passion 
project,” he said. “I think two 
things can happen when you 
do that — you can end up 
with something magnificent, 
or end up broke and humili-
ated. I think all things con-
sidered, we did okay.”

The Art of Brooklyn Film 
Festival, which focuses on 
movies with a connection to 
the borough, will host eight 
days of screenings and panel 
discussions starting on June 
3, at various locations in 
Brooklyn Heights, Clinton 
Hill, and Bay Ridge. 

“The Search For One-Eye 
Jimmy” at St. Francis College 
(182 Remsen St. between 
Clinton and Court streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, www.aobff.
org). June 9 at 9 pm. $12. 
Other Art of Brooklyn Film 
Festival events June 3–11 at 
various locations. Visit www.
aobff.org for more info.

UNDER THE STARS

Park place: People will soon crowd into Brooklyn Bridge Park for this summer’s Movies 
with a View series, starting on July 6.  Etienne Frossard

The hippest hippo: The Narrows Botanical 
Garden will show the Disney classic 
“Fantasia” on June 23.

One-Eye open
Classic Red Hook movie 
screens at local film fest

Catch an outdoor film this summer!

Continued on page 51

The water’s fine!: Samuel L. Jackson plays a homeless man who fishes 
for meals in the Gowanus Canal in “The Search For One-Eye Jimmy.” 
 The Search For One-Eye Jimmy
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
SAT, JUNE 3

MUSIC, AN EVE-
NING WITH VIC-
TOR DROBYSH AND 
FRIENDS: $55–$395. 
7 pm

TUE, JUNE 6
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: 

$59–$521. 7:30 pm

WED, JUNE 7
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: 

$59–$521. 7:30 pm

FRI, JUNE 9
MUSIC, SOULFRITO 

URBAN LATIN MUSIC 
FEST: With Meek Mill, 
Fetty Wap, Young M.A, 
Uncle Murda, and more. 
$65–$166. 8 pm

SAT, JUNE 10
MUSIC, 33RD NEW YORK 

SALSA FESTIVAL: With 
Willie Colón, Eddie 
Palmieri, Tito Nieves, 
Eddie Santiago, and 
more. $70–$230. 8 pm

SUN, JUNE 22
SPORTS, NBA DRAFT 

2017: $26–$106. 7 pm.

SUN, JUNE 25
SPORTS, BIG 3: Three-on-

three basketball games 
with professional play-
ers. $27–$215. 1 pm.

TUE, JUNE 27
MUSIC, THE TOTAL 

PACKAGE TOUR: With 
New Kids on the Block, 
Paula Abdul, and Boyz 
II Men. $25–$995. 7:30 
pm.

WED, JULY 5
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

THU, JULY 6
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 7
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 8
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
4 pm and 7:30 pm.

SUN, JULY 9
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
1:30 pm and 5 pm.

FRI, JULY 21
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 28
MUSIC, QUEEN AND 

ADAM LAMBERT: $49–
$505. 8 pm.

TUE, AUG 1
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 2
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 14
MUSIC, SHAWN MEN-

DES: $29–$550. 7:30 
pm.

SAT, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER: $tba. Time 
tba.

SUN, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $tba. 6:30 pm.

MON, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $tba. 7:30 
pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

WED, JUNE 7
THEATER, “RICHARD III”: 

The Smith Street Stage 
theater company presents 
Shakespeare’s tale of a 
corrupt king. Free. 7:30 
pm. Carroll Park (Smith 
Street between President 
and Carroll streets in Cob-
ble Hill), www.smithstreet-
stage.org. 

MUSIC, LAKE STREET DIVE: 
Kick off the Bric Celebrate 
Brooklyn! Festival with 
the local soul-pop band. 
Free. 8:15 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

THURS, JUNE 8
DANCE, “ROOTS AND NEW 

GROUND 2” OPENING 
NIGHT: Brooklyn Ballet 
presents an evening of 
new work that blends bal-
let with urban dance, tap, 
jazz, and modern dance, 
with a pre-show reception. 
$75. 6:30 pm. The Actors 
Fund Arts Center (160 
Schermerhorn St. between 
Smith and Hoyt streets 
Downtown), www.brook-
lynballet.org. 

ART, TRESTLE GALLERY 
2017 MEMBER SALON, 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibition of visual art-
ists who are members at 
Trestle Art Space. Free. 7 
pm. Trestle Gallery (850 
Third Ave., Suite 411, at 
30th Street in Sunset Park), 
trestlegallery.org. 

THEATER, “RICHARD III”: 
7:30 pm. See Wednesday, 
June 7. 

NIGHTLIFE, OUTCAST CAB-
ARET: A summer solstice 
ritual of burlesque, side-
show, drag, magic, and live 
music. $15. 9 pm. Coney 
Island USA [1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, 718–372–5159], 
www.coneyisland.com. 

FRI, JUNE 9
FLATBUSH FEST KICK-OFF 

PARTY!: An opening party 
with a dozen local artists, 
live music, drinks, and 
more. Free. 8 pm. BKLYN 
Commons [495 Flatbush 
Ave. in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens, (718) 989–5700], 
bklyncommons.com.

THEATER, “RICHARD III”: 
7:30 pm. See Wednesday, 
June 7. 

DANCE, “ROOTS AND NEW 
GROUND 2”: See Thurs-
day, June 8. $25 ($15 stu-
dents and seniors).   

SAT, JUNE 10
MUSIC, ALICE AND THE 

UNDERGROUND, AL LEE 
WYER: Musicians play 
the “Rites of Spring” art 
show. Free. 2 pm and 4 
pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [481 Van 
Brunt St., Door Seven, near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

PET COSTUME CONTEST: 
Dress up your doggie 
— or any other pet, and 
show them off! Registra-
tion fee is two cans of cat 
or dog food. 2 pm. Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel (West 12th 
Street and the Boardwalk 
in Coney Island). 

FRI, JUNE 2
ART, NARS SPRING OPEN 

STUDIOS: International 
artists at the New York 
Art Residency and Studios 
Foundation open their 
work spaces to the public. 
Free. 6–9 pm. NARS Foun-
dation (201 46th St., fourth 
fl oor, at Second Avenue in 
Sunset Park), www.nars-
foundation.org. 

FILM, “RAT FILM”: A docu-
mentary about rats, maps, 
and extermination. With 
live music from Kotic Cou-
ture before the show. $15. 
8 pm. The Old American 
Can Factory (232 Third St. 
at Sackett Street in Gow-
anus). 

MUSIC, CERDDORION 
VOCAL ENSEMBLE: A 
concert of sacred music 
spanning fi ve centuries. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
St Paul’s Church (199 Car-
roll St. in Carroll Gardens), 
www.cerddorion.org. 

THEATER, “SHOWBOAT”: 
Narrows Community The-
ater presents the classic 
musical as a memorial trib-
ute to long-time member 
Mickey Sullivan. $25 ($20 
seniors, students and chil-
dren). 8 pm. St. Patrick’s 
School Auditorium [97th 
Street and Fourth Avenue 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 482–
3173.] www.narrowscom-
munitytheater.com.  

SAT, JUNE 3
MUSIC, DEGRAW FEST: 

Rock out with a tight-knit 
community of artists, musi-
cians, producers, and en-
trepreneurs while enjoying 
craft beer and local food. 
$18 ($15 in advance). 2:30 
pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, REGINA OPERA IN 
CONCERT: A free one-
hour concert of operatic 
and Broadway selections. 
Free. 3 pm. Carroll Gar-
dens Public Library [396 
Clinton St. at Union Street 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
596–6972], www.reginaop-
era.org. 

THEATER, “SHOW BOAT”: 2 
pm and 7 pm. See Friday, 
June 2. 

MARKET, FLEA MARKET: 
Clothing, family commodi-
ties, arts, books, refresh-
ments, and more. Free. 
9 am–4 pm. Episcopal 
Church of the Holy Spirit 
[8117 Bay Parkway at 82nd 
Street in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 837–0412], www.
episcopalchurch-of-ho-
lyspirit-org. 

MARKET, PARK SLOPE STOP 
‘N’ SWAP: Bring clean, 
portable, reusable items 
you no longer need and 
take home something new-
to-you. Also featuring a re-
pair session by Fixers Col-
lective. Free. Noon–3 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, CELEBRATE 
PRIDE MONTH: The 
Brooklyn Museum fea-
tures music from New York 
City Gay Men’s Chorus, 
SassyBlack, and Tamar-kali; 
screenings of black queer 
fi lms, and a ball hosted by 

Sydney UltraOmni. Free. 
5–11 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

ART, “9 MEDITATIONS” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
Andrew Snyder presents 
a performative instal-
lation using a potter’s 
wheel. Free. 7–9 pm. Open 
Source Gallery [306 17th 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (646) 279–3969], 
open-source-gallery.org. 

ART, NARS SPRING OPEN 
STUDIOS: 1–6 pm. See Fri-
day, June 2. 

SUN, JUNE 4
MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYM-

PHONY CONCERT OF 
RUSSIAN FAVORITES: The 
orchestra presents three 
contrasting Russian works. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 852–0677], 
www.brooklynsymphony-
orchestra.org. 

MUSIC, PARK SLOPE SING-
ERS: The vocal group per-
forms Haydn’s “Creation,” 
using a new English trans-
lation. $15. 3 pm. Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shep-
herd [7420 Fourth Ave. at 
75th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 745–8520], www.ar-
tonthecorner.org. 

MUSIC, SPARKS AND 
STICKS: Songs, sagas, 
melodies and musings in-
terspersed with legends, 
history and hearsay that 
highlight the magic and 
music of a bygone Brook-
lyn. $10. 4–6 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

MON, JUNE 5
COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 

COMEDY: The Monday-
night comedy show wel-
comes Geoffrey Asmus, 
Tanael Joachim, Eli Sairs, 
and more. Free. 8 pm. 
Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between 
Dean and Pacifi c streets 
in Crown Heights), www.
fnlbk.com. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 
ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, JUNE 6
ART, ART SALE POP-UP FOR 

CIVIL RIGHTS: Paintings, 
prints, and art cards by 
Jeffrey R Hewitt, to benefi t 
the Southern Poverty Law 
Center. Free. 6 pm. Up-
stairs at Dino [222 Dekalb 
Ave. between Adelphi 
Street and Clermont Av-
enue in Fort Greene, (917) 
696–2227], www.jeffreyhe-
wittart.com. 

COMEDY, PUNDERDOME 
3000: A wild monthly pun 
competition created and 
hosted by comedian Jo 
Firestone. $10 ($8 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, SPRING GALA 
AFTER PARTY: Celebrate 
spring in the Brooklyn Bo-
tanic Garden with a dance 
party under the stars. With 
unlimited beer, wine, sig-
nature cocktails, desserts, 
and more. $75. 9–11:30 
pm. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington 
Ave., at Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623–
7220], www.bbg.org. 

Ring of fire: Singer-songwriter The Weeknd will heat up 
the Barclays Center stage for two nights, on June 6 and 7.
 Associated Press / Matt Sayles

Steppin’ up: The Brooklyn Ballet’s spring show “Roots and 
New Ground 2,” opening on June 8, will feature a team-up 
between a traditional ballerina  and a smooth hip-hop dancer, 
among several other artistic collaborations. Lois Greenfield
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Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: “Bury 
Me Standing” by Isabel Fonseca

Isabel Fonseca’s eth-
nographic storytelling — 
adapted from her PhD dis-
sertation — traces Gypsy 
history from enslavement 
to the struggle to unify 
and demand “Roma 
rights” under the brand 
new European Union. 
Today, as the continent 
is threatened by rising 
populism, the Roma 
are a major target of 
nativist movements. 
To understand how the Roma 
remain the most persecuted minority in Europe, 
begin with these moving stories.

— Heather Marciniec, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.green-
lightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “Fen” by Daisy Johnson
Set in the unruly fen-

lands of England, Daisy 
Johnson’s gorgeous col-
lection of short stories 
combines myth, folklore, 
and magical realism to 
underscore the wildness 
and unpredictability at 
the heart of its char-
acters. This debut is a 
perfect match for fans 
of Kelly Link and 
Angela Carter.

— Caitlin Mullen, 
Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbookstores.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“Augustus” by John Williams

John Williams’s episto-
lary final novel “Augustus” 
recounts the rise of the 
first emperor of Rome, 
from a frail young man in 
the shadow of his uncle 
Julius Caesar to the 
“master of the world.” 
Through a series of let-
ters, Williams offers 
revealing glimpses 
into the minds of the 
poets, historians, and 
statesmen that wit-
nessed the end of a republic and the 
life of an emperor. In prose that is crisp and refined, 
Williams balances his cast of characters remarkably 
well. It is a true masterpiece of historical fiction.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu ni-
tyb ookst ore.net ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
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By Lauren Gill

It’s a stroke of genius!
A new mini-golf course in 

Sunset Park will make you feel 
like Godzilla, towering over miniature 
models of the Brooklyn skyline as 
you pursue a perfect putt around the 
mini-greens. The Brooklyn-themed 
putt-putt palace in Industry City sits 
behind an old tug boat that has been 
transformed into a seasonal bar and 
restaurant called the Wheelhouse, and 
the bar owner gave the miniscule mon-
uments her tick of approval.

“They’re pretty good rendi-
tions,” said Angela Krevey, who also 
owns another popular bar on a boat, 
Manhattan hot spot the Frying Pan. 
“People in the summer are looking to 
get outdoors and just do something fun 
and casual — it’s a hoot.”

The nine-hole putt-putt park, 
tucked at the back of an Industry City 
courtyard, includes a mock-up of the 
Williamsburgh Savings Bank Tower, 
Coney Island’s Wonder Wheel, the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway, an 
iconic Brooklyn water tower, and the 
Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel. One hole, 
featuring the Gowanus Canal, incor-
porates part of an old row boat found 
in the noxious waterway.

Players must purchase their putters 
at the nearby Helm Bar, a counter that 
also serves lobster and shrimp rolls, 
beer, wine, and mixed drinks. The 
Helm also rents ping-pong paddles, 
which can be used at a nearby “arena” 

— a colorful space housing rows of 
table tennis tables.

The Wheelhouse bar, near the 
entrance to the courtyard, operates 
out of a now-landlocked tugboat that 
was retired in the late 1960s, and 
was most recently sitting empty on 
bucolic Staten Island. Krevey chose to 
anchor her latest boat at Industry City 
because of the area’s blend of grit and 
garden, which she likened to a popular 
Manhattan walkway.

“We loved the old industrial feel,” 
she said. “We love that kind of feeling 
of being in the courtyard. It felt like it 
was on the High Line, but not really.”

The seasonal spots are part of a 

“Summer Spree” event happening at 
Industry City, which will also include 
a series of “Summer Sounds” music 
concerts curated by Williamsburg 
venue Brooklyn Bowl. Free and tick-
eted events will take over Industry 
City Courtyard 1/2 on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays all summer 
starting on June 7, though the line-up 
has not yet been announced. 

Mini-Golf at Industry City 
Courtyard 5/6 (Enter on Second 
Avenue between 34th and 35th streets 
in Sunset Park, www.icsummerspree.
com). Open Mon–Thu, 11:30 am–8 pm; 
Fri–Sat, noon–9 pm; Sun, noon–6 pm. 
$10 ($5 kids).

By Caroline Spivack

Spring is in the Bay Ridge air!
The mercury is steadily ris-

ing and the Ridge is in bloom, 
so it is time to take advantage of the 
warm weather with some yoga in the 
park, a street festival, and by sipping 
some seasonal brews at your local 
watering holes. 

On Friday, limber up at Shore 
Road Park (enter the park at 79th 
Street and Shore Road and hang 
a left to the parkhouse) with this 
year’s first session of Yoga In The 
Park at 7 pm. Whether you are a sea-
soned yogi who can contort into the 
wounded peacock pose, or a newbie 
who prefers meditating in the child’s 
pose, you will be welcome at this 
class for all skill levels. Just bring 
your own mat (or a beach towel) 
and you will be all set to get supple 
at sunset. 

Spring may be here, but win-
ter is coming to Longbow Pub 
(7316 Third Ave. between 73rd 

and 74th streets)! Upstate brewery 
Ommegang has released the latest 
in its “Game of Thrones” beer series 
to honor the show’s latest season, set 
to air on the Home Box Office on 
July 16. But you don’t have to know 

what a White Walker is to enjoy the 
“Bend the Knee” brew, a golden ale 
that balances its bitter hops with a 
touch of wildflower honey, now on 
tap at the Welsh tavern. 

Then hop over to the Owl’s 
Head (479 74th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues) to sample the 
bar’s fresh spring brews, includ-
ing Stillwater’s “Insetto,” an Italian 
plum sour ale, Evil Twin Brewing’s 
“James Beer,” with notes of straw-
berry and olive, and “Mango Pop!” 
from Grimm Artisanal Ales, which 
has a creamsicle-inspired flavor. 

Come Sunday, clear your palate 
at the Fifth Avenue Street Festival 
(Fifth Avenue between Bay Ridge 
Avenue and 85th Street), which will 
feature plenty of local grub, crafts, 
fair rides, and live music. And if 
your liver can’t handle a day with-
out booze, there are plenty of public 
houses along the route where you 
can knock back a cold one before 
continuing on your spring stroll. 

The Ridge is just warming up!

PUTTER THERE!
Mini-golf course is a mini-Brooklyn

Tour de Brooklyn: Golfers can putt their way across the borough at this new mini-golf 
course in Industry City. Marino
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an old classic or an animated film (or both). 
The animal-themed offerings include “Alfred 
Hitchcock’s The Birds,” “Bee Movie,” and 
“Planet of the Apes.”

Movie Nights at Narrows Botanical 
Gardens (Shore Road at 71st Street in Bay 
Ridge, www.narrowsbg.org). Select Fridays 
June 23 through Sept. 8 at 8:30 pm. Free.

SummerScreen
Brooklyn’s longest running film and 

music series will premiere with the classic 
teenage comedy “Mean Girls” on July 5, and 
will continue to show cult hit movies from the 
late-’90s to early aughts. Each show will also 
have live music and food and drinks from 
local vendors.

McCarren Park [N. 12th St. between 
Bedford and Berry avenues in Williamsburg, 
www.summerscreen.org]. Wednesdays, July 
5–Aug. 9. Music starts at 6 pm, movies at 
8:30 pm. Free.

Movies at Metrotech
This family-friendly movie series set-

tles into Downtown’s Metrotech Commons 
every Wednesday night in July. Popcorn is 
on the house — you just need to show up 
at sundown to enjoy the animated talking 
animal flicks, which include “Madagascar,” 
“Finding Dory,” “A Bug’s Life,” and 
“Zootopia.”

Metrotech Commons [5 MetroTech Center, 
between Jay Street and Flatbush Avenue 
Downtown, www.downtownbrooklyn.com]. 
Wednesdays, July 5–26 at sundown. Free.

Movies With A View
Get a view of the beautiful Manhattan 

skyline along with your film, when you 
spread a blanket on the broad expanse of 
Harbor View Lawn in Brooklyn Bridge Park. 
The movies selected for this year all have 
the theme “Resistance,” whether that means 
fighting Nazis (“Casablanca” on July 20), 
fighting for civil rights (“Selma” on Aug. 10), 
or battling post-apocalyptic warriors (“Mad 
Max: Fury Road” on Aug. 17). 

Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 1 [enter at 
Furman and Old Fulton streets in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–9939, www.brooklynbridgepark.
org]. Thursdays, July 6–Aug. 24. Lawn opens 
6 pm, film at sunset. Free.

Fab Flicks
BAMcinématek partners with the Fulton 

Area Business Alliance to bring a series of 
free musical films to Putnam Triangle Plaza, 
including “Dreamgirls” and “La Bamba.”

Putnam Triangle Plaza (Fulton Street at 
Grand Avenue in Clinton Hill, www.fabal-
liance.org). Thursdays, July 6–27 at sun-
down. Free. 

Summer Movies 
Under the Stars

Head to Prospect Park in the height of sum-
mer for Wednesday nights of family-friendly 
music and movies, chosen by Nitehawk 
Cinema and presented by Borough President 
Adams. Don’t miss “Moonrise Kingdom” on 
Aug. 2, preceded by music from the sound-
track wizards Morricone Youth.

Prospect Park’s Long Meadow (enter at 
Grand Army Plaza at Eastern Parkway, www.
prospectpark.org). Wednesdays, July 19–Aug. 
9 at 7 pm, screenings at sundown. Free.

Continued from page 48 
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SWB PARKS TASK FORCE & 

62nd PRECIENT COMMUNITY COUNCIL   

presents  

86TH ST. BENSONHURST 
FESTIVAL 

SUNDAY JUNE 8TH, 2014   11AM – 5PM 
19th Avenue to Bay Parkway on 86th St.   

FOOD, GAMES, RIDES, MUSIC  

“A SHOPPER’S PARADISE” 
PLUS  

STREET VENDORS - WHOLESALERS  
STORE SALES!!  

5

@ SW E E T E E T H E M U S I CA L   •  S W E E T E E T H E M U S I C A L . C O M

THE PERSHING SQUARE SIGNATURE CENTER  
480 W 42nd Street (Between 9th and 10th Ave)

Book, Music, and Lyrics by G A I L  K R I E G E L
Directed and Choreographed by PAT R I C I A   B I R C H

An outcast minister leads a young street singer and 
a ragtag band of  orphans as they struggle to make 

music and find their place in the world amid the 
bigotry and poverty of  the 1930’s south.

IN  THE STEAMY SOUTH OF THE 1930’s  
NOTHING COMES EASY BUT DREAMS ARE BIG
L i m i t e d  P r e m i e r e  E n g a g e m e n t  M a y  2 3  –  J u n e  1 8

A N E W M U S I CA L
A N E W M U S I CA L

         Ticketcentral.com • 212 279-4200

“INGENIOUS 
BUBBLE WIZARDRY.”

  -THE NEW YORKER

Telecharge.com or 212.239.6200
For groups or birthdays call 866.642.9849

 New World Stages 340 W 50th St.

GazillionBubbleShow.com  

New World Stages 340 W 50th St.

GGGGGGGGaaazzziiiiiiiilllllllllllllllliiiiiiiiooonnnBBBBBBBBuuubbbbbbbbbbbbbbbblllllllleeeSSSSSSSShhhhhhhhooowww cccooommmm

Telecharge.com or 21
For gr
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Cosmos can’t connect, draw with Deltas
BY LAURA AMATO

There were plenty of chances 
— the Cosmos just couldn’t 
capitalize.

New York played the San 
Francisco Deltas to a 0–0 draw 
at MCU Park on May 27, un-
able to connect on a handful of 
scoring chances, even as the 
squad controlled the tempo 
from the opening whistle.

“I think we want to win 
every game, we want to have 
those three points, but we 
have to look at the positives, 
and today the performance 
was very good,” said Cosmos 
coach Giovanni Savarese.

“We were missing only a 
few good movements inside 
the box, but overall the move-
ment of the ball, the fl uid-
ity of play, the way we recov-
ered the ball, we looked like 
a strong team,” he added. “I 
think this gives us a good 
feeling about what is coming 
in the future.”

The Cosmos had the fi rst 
chance of the match, but the 
shot sailed wide of the net in 

the 22nd minute. San Fran-
cisco responded just three 
minutes later when a Greg 
Jordan through-ball found 
forward Thomas Heinemann.

Goalkeeper Brian Holt held 
strong between the pipes as 
he fi lled in for starter Jimmy 
Mauer, who was sidelined 
with a hamstring injury.

“I was called upon tonight, 
so I just tried to make the 
most of my opportunity, just 
play my game and keep it se-
cure in the back,” Holt said. 
“The guys in front of me did a 
heck of a job to make it a little 
easier. We got a lot of ground 
balls, challenged them, and 
that helped out.”

It was a physical game 
from the outset, with several 
yellow cards in the fi rst half, 
but the Cosmos weren’t sur-
prised; if anything, the home 
squad fed into the Deltas’ 
physicality, taking advantage 
of San Francisco’s defensive 
mindset and pushing the ball 
into the attacking third as BRINGING THE PRESSURE: The Cosmos front line notched a handful of prime scoring chances in the second 

half on May 27, but couldn’t fi nd the back of the net at MCU Park.  The New York Cosmos

BY LAURA AMATO
When the moment came, Poly 
Prep’s ace was ready.

Blue Devils senior Nick 
Storz hadn’t started a game in 
nearly two months, but he re-
turned to the mound on May 
24 for the biggest game of his 
high-school career. He tossed 
six innings of nearly-fl awless 
baseball to lead his team to a 
6–3 victory over Horace Mann 
in the New York State Associ-
ation of Independent Schools 
fi nal. The title was its second 
straight title, and its sixth in 
the last seven years.

“I wasn’t nervous,” said 
Storz, who will attend Loui-
siana State University next 
year. “I had faith in my team 
that they were going to have 
[my back] if I needed it and 

I had confi dence in my own 
game. I wanted to go out there 
and win it for the team.”

Storz served as the team’s 
designated hitter as he worked 
to regain strength in his pitch-
ing arm, but always knew 
he would get the call to start 
when Poly made it back to the 
championship game. Against 
Horace Mann, he threw six 
scoreless innings, giving up 
just one hit, and at one point 
striking out eight of nine con-
secutive batters.

“He knew the plan was to 
get back for now and, to his 
credit, he stuck to the plan, 
put himself in a position 
where the ball was going to be 
in his hands,” Poly coach Matt 
Roventini said. “And the min-
ute we knew Nick was back, 

we were really confi dent about 
this opportunity today.”

Of course, Storz didn’t do 
it all by himself; he got some 
run support from his team as 
the Blue Devils batters struck 
early against Horace Mann.

Duke-bound senior Oliver 
McCarthy got things going 
in the fi rst, driving in Bryan 
Padilla with a two-out single. 
Ethan Wallis followed up with 
his own run-scoring single 
to make it a 2–0 game. Wallis 
stole third and took home on a 
throwing error to pad the lead 
and help Poly grab momen-
tum. Padilla chipped in with 
another hit in the bottom of 
the fi fth, and Angelo D’Acunto 
drove in the sixth Poly run 
with a single of his own.

BACK ON TRACK: Poly’s Nick Storz hadn’t started a game in weeks, but 
the senior ace didn’t miss a beat, tossing six innings of shutout baseball.
 Photo by Carin Ehrenberg

Continued on page 55

Continued on page 55

Poly senior’s return to mound 
sparks a championship win

• ‘They’re going to fight 
every pitch … and I 
couldn’t be prouder.’

• ‘I’ve loved every 
second. I’d do it all 
over again if I could.’

— Midwood coach Savario Nardone on the squad’s 
teamwork in playoff victory.

— Poly Prep senior pitcher Nick Storz 
on his run with the Blue Devils.
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BY LAURA AMATO
He tested the waters, and 
decided to return to the 
Blackbirds’ nest.

Long Island Univer-
sity freshman point guard 
Jashaun Agosto offi cially 
announced his decision 
to withdraw from the Na-
tional Basketball Asso-
ciation draft on May 24, 
posting a statement on 
Twitter.

“I have decided to 
pull my name out of the 
NBA Draft 2017,” Agosto 
tweeted. “I’m very confi -
dent in coach [Derek] Kel-
logg and I love my team-
mates and the fans at LIU 
Brooklyn. I want to thank 
the NBA scouts, agents & 
coaches for giving me the 
opportunity to experience 
the process.”

Agosto was one of 182 
players who fi led in April 
as early-entry candidates 
for the 2017 draft. That de-
cision gave him several 
different options regard-
ing the future of his game; 
allowing him to work out 
in front of professional 
teams and scouts without 
requiring him to hire an 
agent. It also left Agosto 
free to return to the Black-
birds if he felt his draft 
prospects weren’t exactly 
where he wanted them to 
be. To maintain his college 
eligibility, he was required 
to withdraw from the draft 
by May 24.

“The feedback has 

been helpful as I real-
ize the exciting reality, 
which I’m ready to em-
brace, that it won’t be 
easy or handed to me,” 
Agosto tweeted. “My mis-
sion is to help my team 
win and be a role model 
like all the great point 
guards before me.”

Agosto, a 5-foot-11 guard 
from Seattle, Wash, had a 
dominant rookie year with 
the Blackbirds last winter, 
appearing in 31 games, av-
eraging 33 minutes, 11.2 
points, 3.2 assists, and 2.1 
rebounds a game. He was 
one of the most effi cient 
shooters on the Black-
birds’ roster, connecting 
on 41.4 percent of his fi eld 
goal attempts.

The offseason hasn’t 
been easy for LIU-Brook-
lyn; the squad fell to Robert 
Morris in the fi rst round of 
the Northeast Conference 
tournament, and shortly 
afterward fi red coach Jack 
Perri.

It took several weeks 
for the school to hire new 
coach Derek Kellogg, and 
Agosto’s decision to re-
turn to Brooklyn — and 
continue to direct the 
Blackbirds’ offense — is 
as big an offseason win as 
Kellogg could have hoped 
for.

“Can’t wait to coach 
you and go on this run 
together!!!” Kellogg 
tweeted in response to 

Point guard on 
B’Birds withdraws 

from NBA draft

BY MATTHEW JOHN
It didn’t matter that it was a 
sacrifice fly.

The only thing the Mid-
wood baseball team cared 
about was scoring the win-
ning run, and defeating Fort 
Hamilton 2–1 in eight in-
nings in the second round of 
the Public Schools Athletic 
League playoffs on May 26.

There wasn’t much scor-
ing, but there were plenty of 
dramatic moments and one 
key component that got the 
Hornets through the game 
— faith.

“I had all the confidence 
in the world in these young 
men,” said Midwood coach 
Savario Nardone. “In life, 
one of the strongest things 
you can have is a leap of 
faith. These guys believe in 
each other. They’re going 
to fight every pitch for one 
another, myself, the coach-
ing staff, and I couldn’t be 
prouder of them.”

The game was a tight one 
throughout thanks to the 
dominant pitching of Mid-
wood senior Alan Sorokin 
and Fort Hamilton sopho-
more Jeyco Grullon Arno. 
Neither team was able to get 
anything going until Fort 
Hamilton finally broke a 
scoreless tie with a single 

run in the fourth inning.
Grullon Arno continued 

to stymie the Hornets’ bats 
through six innings, and for 
a while, it looked like Mid-

wood’s season — and the 
Hornets’ city title defense — 
was coming to an end.

But things changed in the 

EYEING THE PITCH: Fort Hamilton right fi elder Michael Alexander waits 
for the next pitch from Midwood’s hurler during the teams’ playoff game 
on May 26. Photo by Jon Farina

BY LAURA AMATO
When the game ended, the 
search — for a silver lining — 
began.

The Poly Prep softball 
team came up short in the 
New York State Associa-
tion of Independent Schools 
championship game on May 
24, falling 6–3 to Fieldston 
at Manhattanville College. 
It was a tough loss, but the 
squad did its best to find 
positives. 

“You always want to win, 
you want to win everything,” 
Poly coach Mildred Piscopo 
said. “I’m really happy with 
the way the kids played to-
day. We came back and just 
couldn’t get that one big hit. 
Fieldston took advantage of 
their opportunities.”

The Blue Devils jumped 
out to an early lead, scoring 
the first run of the game in 

the top of the first inning 
when senior pitcher Ava 
O’Mara reached on an er-
ror and scored on her sister 
Morgan’s single.

But Fieldston didn’t stay 
down long. The Eagles an-
swered in the bottom of the 
fourth inning, scoring three 
runs on hits from Jesse 
Leener and Jane Leff and 
grabbing momentum.

Poly, which had been 
struggling with injuries all 
season, was shaky in the 
field at times, making mis-
cues that allowed Fieldston 
to get into a rhythm at the 
plate. 

“We had some young 
kids filling in, and we had 
some spots that were not 
as strong,” Piscopo said. 
“Sometimes when you’re 
vulnerable those things get 
exposed.”

The Blue Devils made 
things interesting down the 
stretch, taking advantage 
of an Eagles error in the 

Poly softball comes up short 

SENIOR STAR: Ava O’Mara did her 
best to jumpstart the Poly softball 
team on May 24, but the senior 
captain couldn’t quite lift her team 
to a state title.  
 File photo by Sean Murphy

Midwood junior lifts 
team to playoff victory

Continued on page 55

Continued on page 55

BACK FOR MORE: Long Island University point guard Jashaun Ago-
sto announced his return to the Blackbirds last week, offi cially pull-
ing out of this year’s NBA draft. Long Island University Athletics

Continued on page 55
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top of the sixth to spark a 
two-run rally that tied the 
game. Ava O’Mara once 
again dominated at the 
plate; driving in one of the 
runs. She finished the day 
with two hits and reached 
base in all four of her at-
bats.

“She’s always been so 
passionate about softball,” 
Piscopo said of the senior 
captain. “She’s always so 
pumped for every game. 
She’s been terrific, doesn’t 
get fazed out there and just 
gives you everything.”

O’Mara was likewise 
strong on the mound, but 
on this day couldn’t quite 
wrap up the victory for her 
team. 

An error and a walk by 
Poly in the bottom of the 
sixth put two runners on 

for Leff, who smacked a 
two-run double on the first 
pitch she saw, giving Field-
ston a lead it would never 
relinquish and dashing the 
Blue Devils’ championship 
hopes.

“[We] put the go-ahead 
runs on and they had some 
big hits,” Piscopo said. “I 
can’t take away from what 
they did.”

The Blue Devils failed to 
defend its state champion-
ship, but for a young squad 
that was hampered with in-
juries all season, even get-
ting to the game was a vic-
tory. Now, Poly is simply 
hoping this experience can 
fuel another run for the ti-
tle next season.

“I hope it makes us hun-
gry.  You get out here and 
you get nervous,” Piscopo 
said of her squad. “So you 
really want to get that ex-
perience and get that game 
under your belt.”

B GM BR

“Once we put up even one, 
I’ll be honest with you, we felt 
really good,” Roventini said. 
“Then you put two, three, four 
and fi ve, the next thing you 
know there’s a deep breath 
and you just say, ‘let’s just get 
through where we’re at right 
now.’ ”

The victory wasn’t with-
out a bit of late-game drama, 
though, as the Poly bullpen al-
lowed three runs in the top of 
the seventh inning.

But reliever Matt Santa-
mouro took the mound with 
two outs and just one thought 
in mind: throw strikes. He 
needed only two pitches to 
wrap up the victory.

“The coaches basically 
just told me, ‘come in, throw 
strikes, and get the job done,’ 
because that’s what I’ve been 

doing all year,” the senior 
said. “I’m not an overpower-
ing pitcher. I don’t strike a lot 
of guys out, but I’m pretty good 
at commanding the zone.”

Poly, which didn’t lose 
a single game in New York 
this spring, has built a tradi-
tion of championships over 

the last few seasons, but win-
ning hasn’t gotten old for the 
Blue Devils. If anything, each 
championship means just a bit 
more.

“It’s been an unbelievable 
journey and I loved every sec-
ond of it,” Storz said. “I’d do it 
all over again if I could.”

Continued from page 53 

BASEBALL

much as possible.
“When you have two teams 

that are good teams and two 
teams that really want to 
win, you’ll see these types of 
matches,” Savarese said. “It 
was a battle today. You’ll see 
yellow cards because it was 
a very physical game. But I 
think, from the fi rst half, we 
dominated.”

The Cosmos took its of-
fense to the next level in the 
second half, recording sev-
eral key opportunities in the 
fi rst few minutes of the pe-

riod. Emmanuel Ledesma led 
the charge — directing a pass 
to midfi elder Javi Márquez 
whose header bounced off the 
crossbar before he followed 
up with his own shot that 
bounced off the side netting.

“We tried, we hit the cross 
bar, had a couple of chances, 
but today’s a day [we came up 
short],” said Ledesma, who 
was named Man of the Match. 
“I think we play 20 more min-
utes, we’d score. We tried, we 
created, but we missed the op-
portunities.”

New York controlled pos-
session for much of the sec-
ond half, and had several 
goal-scoring opportunities, 

but failed to fi nd the back of 
the net. It was a frustrating 
match for the Cosmos. The 
team has struggled on offense 
at home this season, but did 
its best to focus on the posi-
tives, and is determined to 
build on its front-line control.

“I think the movement of 
the ball, how we played from 
the back, the solutions that 
we found, we were able to 
have fl uidity of play against a 
team that closes spaces,” Sa-
varese said. “We found differ-
ent areas that they struggled 
with and we took advantage 
of it. But the goal was a thing 
we missed today, out of a very 
good performance.”

Continued from page 53 

COSMOS

bottom of the seventh. Mid-
wood’s leadoff hitter, soph-
omore Daniel Pero, reached 
after a failed Fort Hamilton 
double play, and was at sec-
ond with one out and junior 
Jared Ramos at the plate. 
Ramos belted a double off 
the right field fence, scor-
ing Pero, tying the game 
at one-all, and sending the 
game into extra innings.

The Tigers loaded the 
bases in the top of the 
eighth but failed to score, 
a missed opportunity that 
would ultimately cost Fort 
Hamilton the game.

Midwood opened up the 
bottom of the frame with 
three straight walks, load-
ing the bases for Ramos, 
who once again played 
hero for the Hornets. He 
smashed a fly ball to right 
field that was caught for an 
out — but not before senior 
Matthew Putterman scored 

the winning run.
“I knew I had to get the 

job done,” Ramos said. “I 
knew there were runners 
on base. I just had to stay 
calm and do what I had to 
do.”

Ramos was the offensive 
star of the game, and just 
as valuable for the Hornets 
was Sorokin, who allowed 
just two hits and one run 
through seven and two-
thirds innings. 

“I felt good before the 
game,” the senior hurler 
said. “I was fired up. This 
was a big game right here, 
and we’re just ready to move 
on to the next round.”

Nardone praised his 
squad for its gritty perfor-
mance, despite struggling 
at the plate.

“We definitely hit the 
ball hard a lot, but the 
ball didn’t really bounce 
our way,” the coach said. 
“Through all that adver-
sity, they really made it 
happen. [They deserve] all 
the praise in the world.”

Continued from page 54 

MIDWOOD

OPEN OPPORTUNITY: Cosmos midfi elder Emmanuel Ledesma came up short of two early, second-half chances 
on May 27, but was still named Man of the Match.  The New York Cosmos

Continued from page 54 

SOFTBALL

Agosto’s decision.
Agosto was named to 

the conference All-Rookie 
team last season, but the 
former two-time state 
champion is far from satis-
fied. He’s got his sights set 
on a pro career and while 
he might be tempering his 
expectations for now, he’s 

hardly slowing down. In 
fact, just a day after an-
nouncing his decision to 
return to school, Agosto 
posted a new workout video 
on Twitter, showcasing his 
skills, and his determina-
tion to be even better on 
the court this winter.

“I thank God for con-
tinuing to Bless me,” Ag-
osto tweeted, “and I will 
see y’all at March Madness 
2018.”

Continued from page 54 

AGOSTO PICTURE-PERFECT PREP: The Blue Devils didn’t lose a single game in 
New York this season, cruising to another state championship on May 24.
 Photo by Carin Ehrenberg
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


