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ment’s investigators do not 
have to tell parents before stu-
dents are questioned, accord-
ing to an agency spokesman, 
but they encourage students 
to notify their parents after 
the fact. Investigators are re-
quired to inform students be-
fore they are interrogated, and 
to tell them why they are being 
questioned and that they have 
the right to walk away.

Stevens told the crowd she 
was led to a room with three 
strangers who questioned her 
about her father, a city teacher 
and a member of the Pro-

gressive Labor Party who de-
manded transcripts from his 
daughter’s session with detec-
tives in a speech at the protest.

“I want the transcripts 
from that d--- meeting,” Adam 
Stevens said. “I want to see ev-
ery note, every question they 
asked, every scribble on their 
little fascist sheets of paper.”

The city’s education de-
partment began investigating 
Bloomberg, a fi rebrand activ-
ist with a history of pointing 
out segregationist policies at 
its schools, after she cried fa-

BY COLIN MIXSON
They were red scared.

Department of Education 
detectives terrifi ed seven 
students at Park Slope Colle-
giate school when they inter-
rogated them during  an in-
vestigation into principal Jill 
Bloomberg’s alleged “com-
munist activity”  without tell-
ing the teens why they were 
being questioned, or reveal-
ing they could refuse to talk 
— a violation of the agency’s 
policy.  

Three of the students 
questioned spoke at a protest 

on May 31 outside the depart-
ment’s Manhattan headquar-
ters that drew school par-
ents, teachers, students, and 
faculty who listened as they 
described the frightening ex-
perience. 

“When the guidance coun-
selor pulled me out of class 
and took me to the offi ce, 
I was terrifi ed,” said Alex 
Stevens, an eighth grader at 
Park Slope Collegiate. “She 
didn’t tell me I was being 
questioned, nor did she offer 
me to contact my parents.”

The education depart-

Slope students terrifi ed by investigators 

INTEGRATE, DON’T INVESTIGATE: Parents, students, and teachers from Park Slope Collegiate school rallied at the Department of Education’s 
headquarters in support of Principal Jill Bloomberg, who’s being investigated for “communist activity.” Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Continued on page 18

A CNG Publication Vol. 37 No. 23 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

BY LAUREN GILL
Call it a fury road.

State lawmakers must pass 
legislation to speed up the re-
construction of the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway by three 
years and save the city $300 
million before the legislature 
lets out for summer in June, 
offi cials demanded at a press 
conference in front of the 
crumbling roadway on June 
2. 

A bill in the state Assem-
bly would authorize New York 
City to use a streamlined pro-
cess called “design build” to 
speed up the project by com-
bining the bidding for design 
and construction, as opposed 
to the current practice of giv-
ing contracts to separate fi rms 
for each phase. And there’s no 
time like the present to do so, 
according to local pols. 

“It’s time for the state to 
authorize design build in or-
der to streamline the City’s 
construction process and 
save both time and money to 
rebuild the BQE triple-canti-
lever and other critical infra-
structure projects,” said As-
semblywoman Jo Anne Simon 
(D–Cobble Hill). 

The city is paying $1.9 bil-
lion to fi x the 1.5-mile stretch 
of the decrepit expressway be-
tween Atlantic Avenue and 
Sands Street, and kicked off 
the project with a series of 
public meetings last summer. 
In those sessions, the trans-
portation department’s com-
missioner said design build 
would accelerate the revamp 
of the 70-year-old span, which 
is scheduled to begin in 2024 
and end in 2029, but could 
start as early as 2021 and fi n-
ish by 2026 if the process is ap-
proved. 

Fix BQE 
faster, 

pols say

FRIGHT SCHOOL

Continued on page 18



COURIER LIFE, JUNE 9–15, 20172    DT

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier Life Publications, 
Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and 
photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent 
with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

Mail: 
Courier Life
Publications, Inc., 
1 Metrotech Center North 
10th Floor, Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 11201

General Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

News Fax: 
(718) 260-2592

News E-Mail: 
editorial@cnglocal.com

Display Ad Phone: 
(718) 260-8302

Display Ad E-Mail: 
jstern@cnglocal.com

Display Ad Fax: 
(718) 260-2579

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2555

Classified Fax: 
(718) 260-2549

Classified E-Mail: 
classified@cnglocal.com

INSIDE

Your entertainment
guide Page 33

HOW TO REACH US

Police Blotter ..........................8
Standing O ............................ 24
Letters .................................... 28
Tom Allon ..............................30
Sports ...................................... 51

By Caroline Spivack

The People’s Playground is flipping 
out!

A vintage pinball arcade is roll-
ing into the Coney Island Museum and 
Freak Bar this weekend! Flipper fanatics 
can test their skill on 10 of the old-school 
arcade games — but the machines, each 
decorated with images of sideshow per-
formers of the past, are works of art that 
should be admired as well as played, said 
an organizer of the pinball gallery.

“The point is to be a living museum,” 
said Dick Zigun, sideshow impresario and 
head of Coney Island USA. “We are dedi-
cated to curating selections based on the 
art, the theme — we want them to not only 
be seen as fun and games, but as art.” 

For the next year, six Coney-themed 
games will dazzle silver ball players at 
the Coney Island Museum, while another 

four occupy the Freak Bar downstairs. 
Each of the 1970s and ’80s-era gizmos 
was chosen to complement the Sodom 
by the Sea setting. For instance, the 
“Mystic” game is painted with fortune 
tellers, levitating women, and a shack-
led Harry Houdini — who used to per-
form at Coney. Another game celebrates 
the daredevil motorcycle stuntman Evel 
Knievel, while the “Old Coney Island” 
device features a beach bombshell, a 
Ferris wheel, and plenty of excited visi-
tors to the People’s Playground. 

The pinball machines all come from 
the collection of one silver ball aficionado, 
who got the ball rolling after spotting an 
“Old Coney Island” machine stationed in 
the Coney Island Museum. 

“I remember playing it and it just 
brought it all back. I started collecting a 
few and then it just snowballed,” said Mill 

Basin resident Dennis Catylfumo, who 
repairs games at El Dorado Arcade. 

Catylfumo began collecting and 
repairing vintage pinball machines, and 
partnered with the museum so that the 
public could appreciate the authentic, old-
school devices. 

“I asked a co-worker if he liked pin-
ball, and he said, ‘Oh yeah, I have a pin-
ball app.’ Those are the kind of reasons 
that make me want to share it with the 
masses,” he said. “It’s real — something 
you can feel. And now there’s an interest 
for it again.”

The elevation of pinball as art marks 
quite a change for the machines, which 
were once outlawed in New York City. In 
the early 1940s, pinball was considered a 
form of gambling, and the machines were 
regarded as insidious nickel stealers that 
unfairly gobbled up kids’ lunch money. In 

1942, mayor Fiorello La Guardia banned 
the games, raiding candy stores, bars, and 
theme parks for the contraband devices 
and destroying them in dramatic fashion 
— with a sledgehammer. 

But pinball made a comeback in the 
’70s and now supple-wristed ball bashers 
hunt for the vintage games. 

“It’s the triumph of youngsters, full of 
terrible American habits, pursuing their 
own way,” said Zigun. 

If the machines strike it big with beach-
goers, the museum hopes to spice up the 
selection with a few more games and to 
host a tournament for pinball wizards to 
duke it out.

Play ball at the Coney Island Museum 
[1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159, www.coneyisland.
com]. Open Fri, Sat, noon–6 pm; Sun, 2–6 
pm. $5 ($3 seniors). $0.50 per game.

Vintage pinball games return to Coney 

Ready to roll
Pinball wizard: Flipper fanatic Dennis Catylfumo teamed 
up with the Coney Island Museum to share his collection 
of vintage pinball machines.  Photo by Erica Price

BY JAMES HARNEY
Like the borough they’re from, 
the Brooklyn Women of Dis-
tinction Class of 2017 are a tap-
estry.

Courier Life Publications 
and Community News Group 
honored 25 of Kings County’s 
most worthy women during a 
June 1 awards gala at Sirico’s 
Caterers in Dyker Heights, 
the accolades celebrating la-
dies — who include activists, 
designers, executives, volun-
teers, and a roller disco queen 
— that were profi led in our 
2017 Brooklyn’s Women of 
Distinction magazine. 

The awardees — nomi-
nated by their peers and se-
lected by independent judges 
— included top borough 
judge Kings County Supreme 
Court Justice Katherine A. 
Levine, Marine Park’s famed 
“Ice Cream Lady,” Anastasia 
D’Amato, and Katie Lusso, 
the News12 Brooklyn re-
porter whose “Bravo! Brook-
lyn!” segments spotlight do-
gooders across the borough.

Certain women were hon-
ored because they are synon-
ymous with community ser-
vice in their neighborhoods, 
including Aileen McKinnon 
of East Flatbush, Candace 
Woodward of Park Slope, 
and Lola Star of Coney Is-
land. And others — like Gri-
sel Amador, Violetta Livshiz, 
Frances Schwartz, and Pau-
line Yeung-Ha — were rec-
ognized for their careers of 
selfl ess giving to Brooklyn’s 
senior citizens.

Some Women of Distinc-
tion are ladies of the cloth, 
including the Rev. DeVanie 
Jackson, who brings healthy 
food and dietary practices 
to needy neighborhoods, the 
Rev. Amy Kienzle, who opens 
the doors of her missionary 
church to all in Greenpoint, 
and the Rev. Dr. Elizabeth But-
ler, whose Bedford-Stuyve-
sant ministry mixes activism 

and community outreach. 
“There are only two kinds 

of people in the world; those 
who live in Brooklyn, and 
those who want to live in 

Brooklyn,” Butler said, recit-
ing a favorite quote. 

And while this year’s hon-
orees may have taken differ-
ent paths to “Distinction,” 

they are united in their fond-
ness for their home borough.

“I am proud to call Brook-
lyn home,” said honoree 
Tonya Ores, the executive di-

CHEERING OUR 2017 
Community News Group celebrates the strong, 

WOMEN WE ADMIRE: 1. Keynote 
speaker Katie Goodman — an award-
winning musical comic, actress,  
and social activist — treats guests 
to a hilarious song about aging. 
2. Volunteer, right, Marina Tro-
fi mova and Raisa Chernina of the 
Be Proud Foundation. 3. Bed-Stuy 
Farm founder and “food justice” 
crusader Rev. DeVanie Jackson 
is all smiles accepting her award. 
4. Brooklyn Supreme Court judge, 
center, Hon. Katherine Levine was 
joined by family and friends. 
 Photos by Jordan Rathkopf
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selfl ess ladies who help make Brooklyn great at annual gala
WOMEN OF DISTINCTION
rector of Neighborhood Hous-
ing Services of Brooklyn. “Its 
leadership is strong, its com-
munities are strong, and its 
vision is limitless.”

The event gave important 
recognition to the service 
each woman performs in her 
community, which they all do 
with little fanfare. 

“The night celebrated 25 
outstanding women in Brook-
lyn who go above and beyond 
their day-to-day responsi-
bilities to make their neigh-
borhoods and communities 
a better place. They are of-
ten the unsung heroes who 
see a problem, organize their 
friends and family and tackle 
the issue,” said Community 
News Group President and 
Publisher Jennifer Good-
stein. “Their stories are truly 
inspiring.” 

FIERCE FEMALES: 5. The 2017 
Brooklyn Women of Distinction. 6. 
Roller disco queen and Coney ac-
tivist Lola Star accepts her award. 
7. Ralph D’Onofrio, Jennifer Good-
stein, and Cliff Luster congratulate 
former CNG sales executive Steph-
anie Stellaccio. 8. Elite Academy 
Principal Yelena Sokolin thanks her 
loved ones. 9.  Left, executive di-
rector and affordable housing ad-
vocate Tonya Ores celebrates with 
a guest. 10. Businesswoman Kim 
Moore poses for the camera. 11. 
Senior center director Grisel Ama-
dor gives all the honorees “thumbs 
up” with Eugena Pechenaya behind 
her.  Photos by Jordan Rathkopf
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Rivendell School
Rivendell School provides a warm,

creative environment where children
develop independence, respect for each

other, and a lifelong love of learning.

An inclusive Montessori school 
for children 2 - 6 serving the 

Park Slope / Gowanus
community for forty years.

277 3rd Avenue
(bet. Carroll & President Streets)

718-499-5667
www.rivendellnyc.org/admissions.html

Office of the Mayor

If you’re a minority or woman business owner, find out how the Department of 
Small Business Services can help you make NYC your next customer.  

Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/getcertified

This is what 
winning 

$83 million 
in City 

projects 
looks like.

Dawanna Williams
Founder, Managing Principal

Dabar Development Partners LLC

BY COLIN MIXSON
The brother of a Brooklyn 
man convicted of murdering 
an 8-year-old boy was found 
bound in duct tape and dead 
in a basement closet at his 
family home on June 2. 

Tzvi Aron, 29, was found 
by another brother, Yerach-
miel Aron, shortly before 3 
pm inside the Kensington 
home on E. Second Street be-
tween Avenue C and Courte-
lyou Road. 

The cause of Aron’s death 
is unknown, according to a 

police spokesman, who said 
the medical examiner’s au-
topsy will determine how the 
investigation continues. 

The medical examiner is 
studying the cause of death, 
said a spokeswoman who de-
clined to say when the fi nd-
ings would be made public.  

Tzvi Aron’s brother Levi 
Aron   was sentenced to 40 
years to life in prison in 
2012 after pleading guilty to 
kidnapping and murdering 
8-year-old Leiby Kletzky in 
2011.

Killer’s brother dead

SLAIN SIBLING: Police found the brother of a convicted child mur-
derer bound and dead in a basement closet.  Photo by Mark Mellone

BY COLIN MIXSON
He got the ultimate time out. 

The operator of three 
Brooklyn day care centers was 
sentenced to 15 years in prison 
on May 31 for scamming the 
New York City Administra-
tion for Children’s Services 
out of more than $50,000 by 
falsifying records and bribing 
a city employee.

Supreme Court Justice Guy 
Mangano slapped 44-year-
old Owen Larman of Pros-
pect Lefferts Gardens with 
the maximum sentence pos-
sible because he put children 
in harm’s way, according to 
acting District Attorney Eric 
Gonzalez.

“He showed utter disregard 
for the safety of children in his 
care,” Gonzalez said.  

Larman opened three day 
care centers in Brooklyn be-
tween 2007 and 2011 that op-
erated primarily off of grants 
from the children’s services 
administration.

He fi rst drew city inspec-
tors’ attention when they dis-

covered he packed 78 kids into 
an understaffed Flatbush day 
care center — 71 more bodies 
than the space allowed for. 

The city’s health depart-
ment issued a permit that 
limited the day care’s occu-
pancy to seven tots, but Lar-
man continued to dupe the 
agency by cramming kids into 
buses when inspectors came 
to check on him. 

The buses themselves were 
overcrowded, Gonzalez said, 
sometimes with three toddlers 
in one seat.

But the real scam occurred 
after the New York State Of-
fi ce of Children and Family 
Services issued Larman a per-
mit to operate a separate day 
care center in an East Flat-
bush building — which he 
never had a lease for — and 
he conned the city’s children’s 
services administration into 
giving him 11 grants worth 
$51,667 for kids being served 
by the non-existent facility.

Larman accomplished the 
scam with help from an agency 
employee, who faxed the con 
forms that normally would 
have been mailed to the East 
Flatbush location — which, of 
course, did not exist. 

The inside man received 
regular cash prizes of $100 to 
$300 from Larman for his help, 
but cooperated with authori-
ties and testifi ed at a trial af-
ter being arrested for his role 
in the scheme. 

Nursery crimes
Day-care owner gets 15 years for scamming city

CARE-LESS: Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens reisdent Owen Larman  
defrauded the city of more than 
$50,000. 
 Brooklyn District Attorney’s Offi ce
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Stores

BY LAUREN GILL
Talk about being pee-ved. 

The city must move a storage shed 
that passers-by with busy bladders use 
as an outdoor urinal, according to area 
residents who said the seasonal warm 
weather exacerbates the foul stench of 
human waste outside their homes. 

“It’s right outside my window so 
on hot days it smells,” said Diana 
Dietrich, who lives on S. Elliott Place 
near DeKalb Avenue and shares her 
block with the stinky structure. 

The School Construction Author-
ity — the agency in charge of building 
and repairing schools — installed the 
temporary shed last July to store mate-
rials for a project at Brooklyn Techni-
cal High School. It has become a favor-
ite spot for people to take a public leak 
ever since, with pedestrians stopping 
to pee on it at least once a day, accord-
ing to Dietrich.   

To make matters worse, delin-
quents discard trash near the struc-
ture and water pools on top of the shed 
when it rains, creating a breeding 
ground for mosquitoes that locals fear 
carry diseases. And the sidewalk near 
the shed — which is covered by scaf-
folding — is now a site for suspicious 
activities, according to another local 
who saw someone rolling a joint in the 
shadow of the bin. 

“Dark things with dark spaces in 
New York create little nooks and cran-

nies for people to do bad stuff in,” said 
Bretton Scott, who witnesses shed-side 
debauchery from his home next door.

It is only a matter of time before a 
person takes advantage of the block’s 
shady conditions and holds someone 
up or sneaks into a building while a 
door is still open, Scott said. 

“It’s an eyesore, it’s a safety issue,” 
he said. “What happens when someone 
mugs you or comes into a building?” 
he said. 

A rep for the School Construction 
Authority said the storage container 
contains important materials for the 
Brooklyn Tech project and cannot be 
removed until July 31. 

In the meantime, the on-site con-
tractor will complete daily inspections 
and sweep off water that accumulates 
after rainfall, according to a Depart-
ment of Education spokeswoman. 

Shoddy potty!
Locals demand removal of city shed 

routinely used as a public toilet  

PHEWWWW!: Diana Dietrich is fed up with 
the S. Elliot Place storage shed that has be-
come a public urinal.  Photo by Jason Speakman

GRIME SCENE: The storage shed on S. Elliott 
Place. Photo by Jason Speakman

Park Slope’s 43rd Annual

Sunday, June 18th, 2017
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337 74th STREET at OUR LADY OF ANGELS
(a Free Event hosted by Bay Ridge Center)

Saturday, June 24, 2017  12pm to 5pm
FREE Admission

th Street between 3rd and 4th Avenues
Everything from Computer Basics to Cutting Edge Products and Services. 

Learn how technology can improve your quality of life and help with everyday tasks!

SPOTLIGHT
Sponsor

PRESENTING
Sponsors

LEAD
Sponsor

 Free Refreshments, Beverages 
   and Parking 
 Limited Senior Brown Bag Lunch 
 Door Prizes and Smart TV Raffl  e

 Online Banking 
 Virtual Reality 
 Social Media for Seniors 
 Smart Home Technology & More!

718-748-0650 x115

BY LAUREN GILL
Necessity is the mother of re-
invention.

The development team once 
led by Jared Kushner (below) 
— who earlier this month was 
named a focus in the FBI’s 
Russia investigation — re-
vealed plans on May 31 
to transform the Je-
hovah’s Witnesses’ 
Brooklyn Heights 
headquarters into 
a swanky offi ce 
complex, along 
with a new name 
that bears no trace 
of Donald Trump’s 
son-in-law. 

The development 
— marketed as Pan-
orama — is owned by 
builders Kushner Companies, 
LIVWRK, and investor CIM 
Group, who ditched their indi-
vidual identities for the joint 
name Columbia Heights Asso-
ciates in announcing it. 

But having the president’s 
controversial advisor’s name 
tied to the complex likely will 
not drive away businesses 

looking to sign a lease, accord-
ing to one broker.

“I don’t think it’s going to 
be an issue for most tenants, 
that’s a really hard one to spec-
ulate on,” said Jakub Nowak, 
a commercial broker for Mar-
cus and Millichap. “I don’t see 

it being a big factor.” 
But some compa-

nies already have 
shown aversion to 
setting up shop in a 
Trump-associated 
offi ce. 

News outlet  The 
Guardian made head-
lines when it scrapped 
its plan to move into 

Dumbo Heights  — an-
other Kushner Compa-

nies and LIVWRK-owned 
offi ce complex in the old Jeho-
vah’s Witness printing plant 
— after journalists objected 
to writing in a building owned 
by Kushner.

And a rep for e-market-
place Etsy, which rents there 
along with the co-working 
space WeWork,  told this pa-
per it had not considered its 

landlord would rise to become 
President Trump’s right hand 
man  when it signed a 10-year 
lease in 2014. 

Kushner and his partners 
marketed Dumbo Heights un-
der their individual names, 
but their re-branding as Co-
lumbia Heights Associates is 
just protocol, not an attempt to 
distance the Panorama proj-
ect from the Kushner name, 
according to a spokesman. 

Kushner — who is married 
to Ivanka Trump — stepped 
down from his role as the chief 

executive of Kushner Compa-
nies in January, but  refused 
to divest himself from certain 
assets , including Panorama. 

He and his partners  paid 
$340 million in August for 
the two-city-block-sized build-
ing and three neighboring 
Columbia Heights properties  
that they plan to turn into a 
skyway-connected campus for 
roughly 5,000 workers and re-
tail space. 

The complex is located in 
an area known for attract-
ing tech start-ups and draw-

ing talented graduates from 
nearby New York University 
Tandon School of Engineering 
and the New York City College 
of Technology.

The owners seek tenants 
that include creative economy 
fi rms and traditional compa-
nies, according to a spokes-
man,  although the head of 
LIVWRK said he wants one 
major international tenant to 
fi ll the space , magazine Fast 
Company reported. 

The location and fl oor plans 
of the complex’s buildings will 
appeal to the types of creative 
businesses developers hope to 
attract, according to Nowak.

“It’s ripe for any type of 
technology, advertising, me-
dia, or information tenancy,” 
he said. 

“The buildings’ wide open 
fl oor plans are what creative 
tenants are looking for.”

Workers are hacking away 
at the interior of the old Wit-
ness headquarters, according 
to a spokesman, and the com-
plex should be ready for ten-
ants sometime next year. 

Re-branded: Developer in disguise
Bklyn Heights ‘Watchtower’ complex debuts plans, ditches ‘Kushner’ name

HEIGHTS AT NIGHT: A rendering of the Panorama offi ce complex that is 
set to open in Columbia Heights.  Columbia Heights Associates / Volley Studio
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THE ANNUAL CELEBRATION 
OF BROOKLYN-MADE 
FOOD AND DRINK

New York  Marriott at the Brooklyn Bridge
10am - 4pm
www.brooklyneats.com

Live in a world 
where everyone 
acts fast when 
they smell gas.

Smell gas? Leave the area 
immediately and call 911 or 
1-800-75-CONED (26633). 
Don’t expect someone  
else to make the call.   
conEd.com/GasSafety
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Shocking
Police arrested a man for car-

rying an electric stun device after 
they spotted him smoking a blunt 
on Sixth Street on May 23.

The arresting offi cer reported 
spotting the suspect on a sidewalk 
near Fourth Avenue at 12:35 pm, 
carrying the cigar stuffed with 
weed in plain view.

That was enough case for the offi -
cer to search the man, and he found 
the non-lethal weapon along with a 
small bag of pot, cops said.

Unclean getaway
Offi cers nabbed a suspect who  

stole detergent from a Second Ave-
nue hardware store on May 27.

An employee told police that the 
suspect was spotted attempting to 
fl ee the store between 10th and 12th 
streets with the ill-gotten cleaning 
supplies at 5:35 pm.

The suspect was arrested that 
same day, cops said.

Violent behavior
A man receiving care at a Sixth 

Street hospital for a schizophrenia 
disorder was arrested for allegedly 
assaulting a nurse on May 24.

The victim, who was assigned to 
care for the suspect at the medical 
center between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues, told police that the man 
asked to be taken to the bathroom at 
8 am when he attacked. 

He punched the 31-year-old 
woman multiple times in the face, 
busting her lip open and causing 
swelling, cops said.

Bike thefts
There were two bike thefts in the 

precinct this week. Here’s the run-
down:

• A thief stole a man’s Columbia 
folding bicycle that he chained up 
on Flatbush Avenue on May 23.

The victim told police that he se-
cured his bike near Atlantic Avenue 
at 4:30 pm, and returned an hour 
later to fi nd his lock clipped and 
bike stolen.

• A bandit pedaled away on 
a man’s Cannondale Lapo two-
wheeler he left on Atlantic Avenue 
on May 21.

The victim told police he left his 
ride near Flatbush Avenue at 5:55 
pm, and returned a half-hour later 
to discover it was stolen.

Rode off
Vehicle crooks drove off with 

two rides this week. Here are the de-
tails:

• A lout stole a 1999 Honda CRV 
off 10th Street on May 15.

The victim told police he left 
his nearly two-decade old com-
pact crossover between Third and 

Fourth avenues at 11 am, and re-
turned a week later to fi nd it was 
stolen.

• A bandit took off with a Harley 
Davidson 883 left on Fourth Street 
sometime between May 24 and 25.

The victim told police he parked 
his hog between 14th and 15th ave-
nues at 4 pm, and returned the fol-
lowing day to discover it was stolen.
 — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Bye, bye, bikes
Bandits pedaled away with bi-

cycles in two separate incidents. 
Here’s the rundown:

• A crook ran off with a guy’s bike 
parked on Luquer Street sometime 
between May 26 and 27, police said.

The victim locked up his blue 
Cannondale bicycle near Clinton 
Street at 2 pm. When he returned 
the next day at 1:30 pm it was gone, 
offi cials said. 

• Some jerk swiped a man’s han-
dle bars from his bike parked on 
Summit Street on June 5, police 
said.

The guy told police he chained 
up his two-wheeler to the rack near 
Columbia Street at 2 pm and when 
he returned at 5:40 pm, his handle 
bars, brake, and shifter were all 
missing, according to authorities. 

Jewels snatcher
A nogoodnik stole a woman’s an-

tique jewelry from her home on Clin-
ton Street on June 5, police said.

The malefactor climbed through 
the fi re escape on her building near 
Union Street sometime between 10 
am and 7:30 pm, causing damage 
to her window in the process, and 
grabbed her gold antique rings, of-
fi cials said. 

Makeup marauder
Cops cuffed a woman for swiping 

a bunch of makeup from a Smith 
Street store on June 1. 

A store manager saw the suspect 
put $78 worth of eye makeup in her 
clothes and try to leave the store be-
tween Warren and Baltic streets at 
2:22 pm, according to authorities. 

Caught in the act
Police arrested a teen for break-

ing into cars parked along Woodhull 
Street and stealing some items from 
the glove compartment on June 1.

The 17-year-old rode along on his 
bike and swiped a few things from 
the cars parked between First and 
Second places at about 3 am, accord-
ing to police. — Julianne Cuba

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Night prowl 
A creeper broke into a Bergen 

Street building by gaining access to 
the lock box outside the front door 
on June 3 — and woke the sleeping 
tenant.

The man told cops he woke up in 
his apartment near Nevins Street 
at 2:45 am to fi nd the prowler stand-
ing inside and holding a wallet. He 
managed to scare the purloiner 
out of his residence, but not before 
the sneak had already taken a fl at-
screen television, jacket, and wallet, 
according to police. 

Noggin knock 
Two bandits bashed a guy on the 

head and stole his wallet and phone 
on Third Avenue on May 28. 

The victim told police he was at 
St. Marks Place at 11:30 pm when 
the bruisers struck him on the top 
of the head with an unknown object 
— cutting his scalp — took his be-
longings, and fl ed, said police. 

Heist 
A burglar stole $9,647 in electron-

ics and cash from a Jay Street build-
ing over Memorial Day weekend.  

The owner told police he left the 
establishment between Water and 
Front streets on May 26 at 7 pm, and 
four employees were still in the of-
fi ce. Upon his return on May 30, 
he discovered that a MacBook Air, 
two MacBook Pros, and $3,646 were 
missing. 

Employees have access to the 
building at all hours, and there 
were no signs of forced entry, ac-
cording to a report. 

Necklace grab
A pair of punks wearing a snor-

kel snatched a woman’s necklace off 
her neck as she was riding a Coney 
Island-bound N train on May 29. 

The woman was in the second-to-
last car of the train when it pulled 
into Atlantic Avenue Terminal 
and the two fi lchers headed for the 
doors. Once they opened, one of the 
baddies grabbed her yellow metal 
necklace and fl ed, police said. 

Shots fi red
Police are searching for a worm 

who shot a guy as he was walking 
down York Street on May 1.

The victim told police he was me-
andering near Gold Street at 4:30 pm 
when he heard two shots and ran 
into the lobby of a nearby building. 
It was then that he felt pain and re-
alized he had been hit, he told cops. 
He was taken to Methodist Hospital, 
authorities said.

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Irate driver
Police are hunting a bruiser who 

bashed a traffi c cop trying to give 
him a ticket for blocking the bike 
lane on DeKalb Avenue on May 29. 

The traffi c agent was issuing a 
ticket to a double-parked car block-
ing the bike lane near Rockwell 
Place at 1:56 pm when the driver 
confronted him, asking “What are 
you doing?” police said. The cop told 
the scoffl aw he had to move his car 
and the jerk snarled, “No I don’t.” 

He then punched the cop on 
the top of his head, but the blow 
defl ected after the initial hit and 
cracked the lawbreaker’s front 
windshield. The rogue then hopped 
into his car, which was occupied by 
a lady and a baby, and drove off, ac-
cording to a report. 

Taxi attack
Three baddies attacked and 

robbed a cab driver on Classon Av-
enue on May 31.

The driver picked up a man and 
two women on St. Marks Avenue 
around 10:30 pm to take them to Wil-
liamsburg, police said. But on the 
way, they told him to pull over near 
Fulton Street. 

The male passenger got out, but 
the women refused to leave, and 
grabbed the driver, according to au-
thorities. The man slapped him and 
lifted $95 from his front shirt pocket 
and fl ed, a report said. 

Taken down
Cops cuffed a guy whose attempt 

to steal a woman’s phone was foiled 
by two good Samaritans on S. Ox-
ford Street on June 1. 

The lady told police she was us-
ing the iPhone app FaceTime to 
video chat with her boyfriend as she 
was strolling near DeKalb Avenue 
at 10:13 pm when she suddenly felt 
hands around her neck and mouth. 

The suspect then snatched her 
phone from her hand and proceeded 
to run off into Fort Greene Park. 
The woman was screaming for help 
when two bystanders tackled the 
suspect to the ground and he threw 
the phone away from himself. Cops 
then arrived and arrested the guy, 
according to a report. 

— Lauren Gill
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Donate blood with other members of  

HALEY’S COMETS
1:30pm - 7:30pm 
Greenhouse Cafe 
7717 Third Ave. 
Busmobile 

EMERGENCY BLOOD DRIVE!

Wednesday,  
JUNE 14th

Haley’s Comets at  
Greenhouse Cafe

Haley Gray understood the importance of helping others. She would explain the importance of giving blood to 
people because she knew first hand that it had sustained her life. A life that was full of happiness, unconditional 
love, laughter, extraordinary courage and bravery. 

NYBC Eligibility Line 1-800-688-0900
www.nybloodcenter.org   
A Photo or Signature ID Required. 
Eat well balanced meals before giving blood. 

De Blasio Affordable Housing Myth #2
Mayor Bill de Blasio wants affordable housing and income equality for all New Yorkers.
(Note: as long as it doesn’t affect his bank account)

The Facts:
Mayor•  de Blasio freezes the rents of stabilized apartment owners,  
but Landlord de Blasio has continued to raise rents… of his tenants 
in two homes he owns in Park Slope to cover his expenses.  
(Source: PoliticoNY, 4/17/17)

de Blasio is a hypocrite – rent hikes for his tenants, but he denies the • 
largest providers of affordable housing the revenue they need to repair, 
improve and maintain apartments for their tenants. 

De Blasio’s Housing Policies: Politics & Hypocrisy
Next Week: de Blasio Myth #3



COURIER LIFE, JUNE 9–15, 201710    DT

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME
mercato.com/shop/three-guys-from-brooklyn

Follow our social media for daily deals! EBTOpen 24/7 • Pickup or Delivery Mon-Fri • 6502 Fort Hamilton Pkwy • 718-748-8340

While supplies last. Not responsible for typographical errors.

9999
D

Fage
Greek Yogurt

5.3oz.

¢¢$$199199
ea.ea.

Breakstones
Whipped Butter

Salted, UnsaltedAssorted Assorted

K

8oz.

Lemonades
Simply

$$55forfor22$$299299
ea.ea.

Calavo
Guacamole

12oz. 59oz.59oz.

6/7 7AM - 6/12 7PM
7

Wed
8

Thu
9

Fri
10
Sat

11
Sun

12
Mon

SALE STARTS

DELICIOUS!

SWEET DEAL!

SPECIAL

JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

Red River
Seedless 
Watermelons lb.lb.3535¢¢

Whole

ORGANIC
Organic 
Yellow Ripe
Bananas

lb.lb.6969¢¢

Jumbo Sweet
Gold
Pineapples

$$22forfor44

Black Beauty
Eggplant

lb.lb.6969¢¢ 1129$$

Red Flame
Seedless Grapes

lb.lb.

6oz.

$$22forfor44
Sweet 
Driscoll 
Raspberries$$66forfor199199

Coney Island
Corn

13oz.
D

Nutella
Chocolate Hazelnut
Spread

$$299299
ea.ea.

z.

Hard Ripe
Plum Tomatoes

7979¢¢
lb.lb. 1129$$

California
Nectarines

lb.lb.

Extra Large
Red Peppers

7979¢¢
lb.lb.

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
She put him in line. 

The president of J’ouvert 
International admonished a 
pol in favor of suspending the 
early morning Labor Day pa-
rade at a town hall on June 1, 
criticizing him for not includ-
ing her in discussions on pub-
lic safety at this year’s event. 

“We put programs in place 
to try to work on safety and 
defusing violence and we have 
been talking to mas bands — 
but I haven’t heard from you,” 
Yvette Rennie said to Assem-
blyman Walter Mosley (D–
Fort Greene). “Maybe you’re 
meeting with other people, but 
the mas and steel pan groups 
are not part of that conver-
sation. Call us to table, don’t 
work around us.”

Mosley, along with Coun-
cilwoman Laurie Cumbo (D–
Clinton Hill) and state Sen. 
Jesse Hamilton (D–Crown 
Heights), organized the public 
meeting in Prospect Heights 
to discuss safety measures 
for J’ouvert, which precedes 
the annual West Indian Day 

parade. Last year,  two peo-
ple were fatally shot  despite a 
beefed up police presence and 
security that included an offi -
cial permit and 250 fl oodlights 
— which, said the mother of a 
woman killed at the parade, 
were still not enough. 

“It’s not just doubling or 
tripling. Sometimes it’s how 
the police do their job, because 
where my daughter was killed 
there were no police around,” 
Vertina Brown said. “We need 
better lighting, because there 
was no lighting where my 
daughter was killed.”

The organization behind 
J’ouvert is working to imple-
ment even more safety mea-
sures this year that include 
entry checkpoints similar to 
those around Times Square on 
New Year’s Eve, bag checks, 
and more fl oodlights. But the 
violence that occurs during 
the festivity is part of a bor-
ough-wide crime problem, 
Rennie said, not restricted to 
the parade. 

“J’ouvert has been a festive 
event for the past 35 years, but 

Brooklyn itself has become a 
challenge for crime and some-
how we seem to fall into that 
situation,” she said. “I have 
been concerned with J’ouvert 
being stigmatized and I look at 
it as a total disrespect for my 
culture.”

Mosley and other pols, in-
cluding district leader Geof-
frey Davis, proposed youth 
engagement as a way to curb 
violence, suggesting cultural 
events be held a week ahead of 
the parade to educate the com-
munity. 

“I suggest we have a con-
cert and let the artists who 
know about J’ouvert educate 
the community through mu-
sic,” Davis said. “Let artists 
lead the way.”

Cumbo suggested such ini-
tiatives begin as early as July 
in order to make them as effec-
tive as possible.  

“I think that we should 
look at the Fourth of July 
weekend through Labor Day 
to create a nonviolent expe-
rience throughout the entire 
summer,” she said.

COMMUNITY ACTION: (Above) Prior to the heated town hall discussion 
at PS 375 in Prospect Heights, state and local pols presented a check to 
school offi cials. (Below) Councilwoman Laurie Cumbo, far left, District 
Leader Geoffrey Davis, center right, and state Sen. Jesse Williams, far 
right, along with Assemblyman Walter Mosley, hosted the public safety 
meeting to discuss violence at J’ouvert. 

Town brawl: Parade talk heats up
J’ouvert organizer targets state pol at public safety meeting
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Now is the Time to Take Advantage,  
So Don’t Wait! Call Us Today!

Call 855-iBank4U (855.422.6548)
Visit investorsbank.com

Investors would like you to know:
NEW MONEY IS DEFINED AS MONEY NOT ON DEPOSIT AT INVESTORS BANK AFTER 12/1/2016. 
1. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Consumer Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at 
any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $12.00 monthly service fee. 
2. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Business Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at 
any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $10.00 monthly service fee. 
THESE OFFERS ONLY AVAILABLE AT INVESTORS BANK BRANCHES IN BROOKLYN, MANHATTAN, QUEENS AND LONG ISLAND.  ALL OFFERS MAY BE WITHDRAWN AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE.  
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTION ACCOUNTS ARE EXCLUDED FROM THESE OFFERS.  
INVESTORS BANK NAME AND WEAVE LOGO ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. ® 2017 INVESTORS BANK, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Receive PROMOT IONAL  APY 
with a minimum balance of $5,000

NEW YORK  
MONEY MARKET
SAVINGS

CONSUMER 1 &  BUS INESS 2

Make the right  
play with Investors.

Phil Simms

Boomer Esiason
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Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, notice 
is hereby given that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD") of the City of 
New York ("City") has sold the following City-owned property in the Borough of Brooklyn:

Addresses                          Block/Lots 
1900 Park Place                         1468/56 (Formerly p/o Lot 56, Lots 58 and 60)
416 Thomas S. Boyland Street                  1468/63 (Formerly p/o Lot 56, Lots 63 and 64)

Under the New Infill Homeownership Opportunities Program (NIHOP), HPD promotes the new construc-
tion of one- to three-family homes and small buildings with condominium and cooperative units to foster 
mixed-income communities by providing affordable homeownership opportunities targeted to New York 
City’s workforce community.

Under NIHOP, housing development fund company sponsors purchase City-owned land for one dollar 
per tax lot and construct one- to three-family homes or buildings containing condominium or cooperative 
units. The sponsor also delivers a note and mortgage for the difference between the appraised value of 
the land and the purchase price (“Land Debt”).  Construction financing may be provided through loans 
from the City ("City Subsidy"), the New York State Affordable Housing Corporation, private lenders and 
developer equity.  The City provides a tax exemption for the homes.

This submission is a proposed amendment (“Amended Project”) to a project previously approved by the 
Council on December 21, 2009 (Resolution No. 2315) and by the Mayor on December 21, 2016 (Cal. 
No.16) (“Original Project”).  Under the Original Project, the City sold the Disposition Area to Habitat for 
Humanity Latent Thomas Boyland Street Housing Development Fund Corporation (“Sponsor”) on Febru-
ary 10, 2017 to construct up to three (3) buildings containing a total of 25 condominium units for sale to 
low-income purchasers.  
Under the Amended Project, the type of housing would change from condominium units to cooperative 
units, but it is otherwise the same as the Original Project.  Under the Amended Project, Sponsor will 
construct up to three (3) buildings containing a total of up to 25 cooperative units for sale to a low-income 
cooperative.  Shareholders must agree to occupy their units as a primary residence.  The Land Debt and 
City Subsidy will be allocated to each cooperative unit and will evaporate with respect to such units over 
twenty (20) years of owner-occupancy in accordance with a formula determined by HPD.   Purchasers 
will repay the Land Debt and City Subsidy attributable to their units by delivering cash and/or notes and 
appropriate security instruments to the City.   

The appraisal and the proposed Amended Land Disposition Agreement and Project Summary are avail-
able for public examination at the office of HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 5-A4, New York, New York on 
business days during business hours.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on June 21, 2017 at 1 Centre Street, Manhattan, 
Mezzanine at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached on the calendar, at which 
time and place those wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed 
sale of the Disposition Area pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 
1802(6)(j) of the Charter.

Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office of Contract Services, 
Public Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York  10007, (212) 788-7490, no later 
than seven (7) business days prior to the public hearing.  TDD users should call Verizon relay services.

   
Bill de Blasio, Mayor

Maria Torres-Springer, Commissioner, HPD

PUBLIC NOTICE
URBAN DEVELOPMENT ACTION AREA PROJECT

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Pursuant to Article 15 of the General Municipal Law (“GML”) and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, notice is hereby 
given that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD") of the City of New York ("City") has 
proposed the sale of certain real property in the Brooklyn Center Urban Renewal Area (“Area”) to the New York 
City Economic Development Corporation, the sponsor designated by HPD (“Sponsor”), for redevelopment in ac-
cordance with the Fifth Amended Urban Renewal Plan (“Plan”) for the redevelopment of the area.

The property to be sold is located in the Borough of Brooklyn, City and State of New York, and known as:

Addresses Block/Lots
418 Albee Square 146/42
416 Albee Square 146/ p/o 41

on the tax map of the City (“Disposition Area”).

This submission is a proposed amendment (“Amended Project”) to a project previously approved by the Mayor on 
September 14, 2016 (Cal. No. 16) (“Original Project”). The Amended Project changes the use of the project to 
include community facility space, changes the sale price of the Disposition Area from one dollar per tax lot to one 
dollar for the entirety of the Disposition Area, increases the transferable floor area development rights from 
140,000 square feet to 150,000 square feet, and changes the proposed building�s total floor area from 
approximately 431,775 gross square feet to a range of approximately 380,000 gross square feet to approximately 
458,000 gross square feet, but is otherwise the same as the Original Project. 

Under the Amended Project, the City will sell the Disposition Area consisting of approximately 3,146 square feet to the 
New York City Economic Development Corporation (“Sponsor”) for the nominal price of one dollar.  Sponsor will then 
convey the Disposition Area to JEMB Albee Square LLC (“Developer”) for the price of Four Hundred Fifty Six Thousand 
One Hundred Seventy Seven Dollars ($456,177).  The conveyance of the Disposition Area to the Developer will be 
made pursuant to the terms and conditions of a contract of sale between Sponsor and the Developer (“Contract of 
Sale”).  The Developer will then construct on the Disposition Area and the adjacent private lots (Block 146, Lots 11, 
12, 43, 46 and 47, or “Private Lots”) a building containing a range of approximately 380,000 gross square feet to 
approximately 458,000 gross square feet of combined office, retail and community facility space (“Proposed 
Development”). The community facility space will accommodate a school (the “School”) to be built subject to the terms 
of a lease between the Developer and the New York City School Construction Authority (“SCA”).

In connection with the Proposed Development, the City, pursuant to a Zoning Lot Development Agreement and 
Declaration of Zoning Lot Restrictions, will also transfer 150,000 square feet of floor area development rights from 
the adjacent City-owned property on Block 146, Lots 16, 17, 18, 23, 29, 34, 35, 36, 37 and p/o 41 to the Disposition 
Area and Private Lots for the negotiated price of Eighteen Million Two Hundred Ninety Three Thousand Eight 
Hundred Twenty Three Dollars ($18,293,823), of which up to Two Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($2,500,000.00) may be reimbursable to the Developer for construction costs associated with construction of the 
School, provided that the School meets the approval of SCA.  

In addition, the City will grant a Light and Air Easement and an Access Easement on the adjacent City-owned lot on Block 
146 Lot 37 and p/o Lot 41that benefits the Disposition Area. The Access Easement will allow entrance and exit from the 
ground floor retail within the Proposed Development and emergency access directly across a planned public open space 
plaza (“Willoughby Square”) that will be developed adjacent to the Disposition Area. The Light and Air Easement will allow 
windows on the north façade of the Proposed Development that will face onto Willoughby Square.    

The appraisal and the proposed Land Disposition Agreement are available for public examination at the office of 
HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 5-I, New York, New York on business days during business hours.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on June 21, 2017 at 20th Floor North Elevator Conference 
Room D, 1 Centre Street, Manhattan at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached on the 
calendar, at which time and place those wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning 
the proposed sale of the Disposition Area pursuant to Section 507(2)(d) of the General Municipal Law and Section 
1802(6)(j) of the Charter.

Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office Of Contract Services, Public 
Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York 10007, (212) 788-7490, no later than five (5) 
business days prior to the public hearing.  TDD users should call Verizon relay services.

   
Bill de Blasio, Mayor

Maria Torres-Springer, Commissioner, HPD

PUBLIC NOTICE

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s a classical music caper! 

Straphangers in Brooklyn subway 
stations continue to mistake a busk-
ing cellist with a pro who has played 
national stages, because the two mu-
sicians’ names are nearly identical — 
and the confusion creates problems 
beyond keeping commuters’ attention 
as trains rattle by, according to the un-
derground maestro. 

“This woman started screaming at 
me, ‘You’re not Eric Jacobsen,’ ” said 
below-ground busker Erik Robert Ja-
cobson, who was accosted by his fellow 
cello player’s aunt. “I said, ‘I am Erik 
Jacobson!’ ” 

Jacobsen, a Windsor Terrace resi-
dent, has performed on “Late Night 
with David Letterman,” at Carnegie 
Hall, and with the Brooklyn Riders 
string quartet, and Jacobson — who 
hands out business cards while play-
ing in stations that include Grand 
Army Plaza, the Atlantic Terminal, 
and Borough Hall as part of the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Authority’s 
Music Under New York program — 
said being mistaken for his de facto ri-
val can cost him valuable gigs. 

“People have contacted the other 
Eric Jacobsen a number of times 
thinking he was me, and vice versa,” 
Jacobson said.

The greatest insult dealt to the bus-
ker was when someone booked him for 
a performance and then canceled it 
upon realizing he was not the pro. 

“Somebody hired me for a job that 
paid pretty well, and then the person 
said, ‘Oh, we want the other guy,’ ” Ja-
cobson said.

The case of mistaken identity is so 
bad that Jacobson uses his full name 
to distinguish himself, but a Google 
search for “Erik Robert Jacobson” still 
lists Jacobsen’s website as the fi rst re-
sult. 

The more acclaimed Jacobsen may 
not lose jobs to his like-named busker, 
but he said fans of his fellow cellist 
send him messages confusing him for 

his underground counterpart.
“I do get e-mails sometimes, and I 

didn’t understand why until a friend 
of mine sent me a picture of Erik busk-
ing,” Jacobsen said. “I said, ‘It’s me — 
but it’s not me.’ ”  

Jacobson, a member of Brooklyn’s 
underground music scene since 2011, 
said he would not advise a career in 
busking, but that he will not give up on 
his dream of playing for the New York 
Philharmonic or another orchestra. 

“Don’t try this at home,” he said. 
“Getting into a major symphony or-
chestra is always the goal, but each 
passing year you wonder if it’s even a 
remote possibility.”

Yo-yo ma-stake
Like-named cellists create dis-chord

FELLOW CELLOS: Cellist Erik Robert Jacob-
son (above), who frequently busks at Brook-
lyn subway stations, is often mistaken for 
Eric Jacobsen (below), a professional who 
has played Carnegie Hall. 
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Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions

CITY
TECH

TECHNOLOGY

I
AM

I AM

Prepare for your 
career at City Tech  

(Tech / IT / Computer)

FUN PASS
SUMMER

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
• Access to both the Prospect Park and Park Slope Armory Ys
• State-of-the-art 200M indoor track
• 200+ free Group Exercise classes
• 2 indoor swimming pools
• 50+ hrs. of free Family Programming weekly

$200 FOR ADULT  | $275 FOR FAMILY

PROSPECT PARK YMCA  357 NINTH STREET, BROOKLYN   |  PARK SLOPE ARMORY YMCA 361 15TH STREET, BROOKLYN

ymcanyc.org/joinJOIN ONLINE 
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Colon cancer is the #2 cancer killer in NYC. 
But getting screened can prevent it. If you’re 50 or older, don’t delay.

Call 311 or talk to your doctor for more information.
Office of the Mayor

Mary T. Bassett , MD, MPH 
Commissioner

BY COLIN MIXSON
It was a party fi t for a prince. 

Brooklyn-born fi lmmaker 
Spike Lee hosted a massive 
celebration in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant last weekend in honor of 
His Royal Badness, the artist 
eternally known as Prince — 
and it was very purple, accord-
ing to a friend of Lee who at-
tended. 

“Spike wanted everybody 
wearing purple,” said Maija 
Garcia, the fi lmmaker’s Di-
rector of Movement, who 

worked with him on the 2015 
fi lm “Chi-raq” and the upcom-
ing Netfl ix series “She’s Gotta 
Have It.”

Thousands of fans gath-
ered on Saturday to  celebrate 
the late musician’s birthday , 
which is June 7. The event 
raged for six hours as Lee, 
dressed in head-to-toe violet, 
engaged the crowd with sing-
a-longs and Prince-related 
giveaways, including albums, 
shirts, and purple tulips.

Dancers from troupes 

across the city got down as 
Qool DJ Mary spun classic 
tunes by the Prince of Funk, 
including “Little Red Cor-
vette,” “Cream,” and “Kiss,” 
before playing the grand fi -
nale of, naturally, “Purple 
Rain,” which blasted as purple 
confetti fell onto an exuberant 
crowd. 

“The party ended with a 
fi nale of ‘Purple Rain’ and 
we had this beautiful purple 
confetti falling from the sky,” 
Garcia said.

The day purple reigned 

GROOVY: (From left) Spike Lee, mic in hand, leads a sing-a-long at his 
Prince party on Saturday. Purple clad fans danced to the musician’s hits, 
including “Little Red Corvette,” “Kiss,” and “Purple Rain,” at the six-hour 
celebration that was held days ahead of what would have been the late 
artist’s 59th birthday, on June 7.  Photos by Bob Krasner
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Architectural style made easy. 

1889 McDonald Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11223

7:30 am - 5:00 pm

7:30 am - 7:00 pm
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BY LAUREN GILL
It could have been death from above.

A chunk of steel fell from the Man-
hattan Bridge, landing just feet away 
from patrons of an outdoor rock climb-
ing gym, which stayed open for days 
as fragments cracked off the crossing 
because authorities assured its owner 
there was nothing to worry about. 

“The MTA and DOT were trying to 
tell us it was more of an isolated inci-
dent so we took it at face value, but when 
a second piece fell we said enough was 
enough,” said Mike Wolfert, who owns 
Dumbo Boulders on Plymouth and Ad-
ams streets in Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority and city Department of Trans-
portation offi cials said the plummet-
ing steel — approximately the size of 
a piece of paper — was a one-time in-
cident, but when a screw rained down 
from the bridge days later, Wolfert 
shut his operation to prevent climbers 
from getting bonked in the head by fu-
ture falling fragments. 

  He announced on Facebook on 
May 23  the gym would close as it in-
vestigated why scraps were tumbling 
from the span . The piece of steel that 
fell six days earlier, on May 17, could 
have killed someone had it landed any 
closer, according to one witness. 

“Dust cloud was 30 feet high. 
Strangely no one really reacted or re-
alized. I am surprised that no action 
was taken. Ten feet further away and 
this piece would have killed,” Oliver 
Handlos wrote on Facebook. 

City and state agencies said that the 
hunk of metal and the screw fell from 
the subway tracks that carry the B, D, 
N, and Q trains, according to Wolfert. 
The transportation department did not 
advise the boulders to close after the 
steel fell, according to a spokesman. 

Dumbo Boulders reopened on 

May 27 after offi cials told Wolfert 
they inspected the bridge, tightened 
the tracks, and will perform regular 
checkups. 

The gym owner is pushing the 
agencies for more permanent fi xes — 
such as installing netting under the 
105-year-old crossing, which the city 
did temporarily during construction 
on it in 2014 — but said until those are 
implemented he cannot do much ex-
cept trust that offi cials are telling the 
truth. 

“It’s horrifying. They’ve assured 
us they’ve addressed it and we kind of 
have to accept the MTA’s word for it,” 
he said. “We believe it’s safe now, it’s 
obviously a temporary fi x as they ad-
dress the major concern of the aging 
bridge.” 

Reps for Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
which rents the land out to Wolfert, 
contacted the transit authority and 
transportation department immedi-
ately after the fi rst piece fell. But the 
park leaves it to vendors to decide 
whether or not to close their shops, ac-
cording to a spokesman. 

“Decisions about when to close and 
open are entirely up to our tenants,” he 
said. 

The Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority did not respond to requests 
for comment.

Duck and cover!
Steel falls from Manhattan Bridge, 

lands feet from outdoor gym

ROCKED: Climbers at Dumbo Boulders gym were feet away from metal pieces that rained 
down from the Manhattan Bridge earlier this month. Julienne Schaer

LOOK OUT BELOW: The Manhattan Bridge. 
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6363 0110 1234 1 234 123Use for Eligible OTC Items

When you enroll into our UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete (HMO SNP) plan, you can enjoy benefits like:

Combine your doctor, hospital and 
prescription drug coverage into one plan  
for a $0 plan premium.*

Gym Membership: Fitness at  
no additional cost to you.

Health Products: Up to $1296 in credits 
annually to buy things you may need.

Dental Coverage: $2500 toward 
comprehensive services.

Up to 12 visits per year to in-network 
Acupuncturists, $5 copayment per visit.

Transportation Assistance: Up to  
48 one-way rides every year.

We can help you to save Medicare Part B premium if you are qualified for Medicare Savings Program (MSP).  
Other social services programs are available.

Call today for more information.
1-855-503-5212, TTY 711
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. local time, 7 days a week

*You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium, if not otherwise paid for under Medicaid or by another third 
party. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare 
Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the 
plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical 
Assistance from the State and Medicare. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan 
for more information. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/ 
co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary 
based on the level of Extra Help you receive.  Please contact the plan for further details
H3387_160706_161216 Accepted

IS PUT ON YOUR  
DEBIT CARD EACH

MONTH

$108
CREDIT Get all the benefits you deserve.

If you have both Medicaid and Medicare Parts A and B, you  
could GET MORE BENEFITS than Original Medicare and Medicaid. 

CST15186B
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Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

voritism for Millennium High School, 
which shares space with Park Slope 
Collegiate and other schools inside the 
John Jay Campus on Seventh Avenue 
and has nearly twice as many sports 
programs as the other schools.

Bloomberg — who denies being a 
member of the communist party — and 
her supporters see the city’s investiga-
tion as an attempt to silence her activ-
ism through tried and true McCarthy-
era tactics. 

“This investigation is not a sur-
prise to me,” said Suzette McLeod, a 
mother of two Park Slope Collegiate 
graduates. “I’ve seen what a difference 
our principal has made for the school, 
and I sat down to myself one day and 
said, ‘You know they’re gong to try and 

force this white woman out, because 
she’s standing up for black kids.’ ”

Councilman Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope), who supports Bloomberg, sent a 
letter to the education department’s at-
torney that criticized the investigators 
for insisting to speak with students 
even after they said no and telling the 
teens they must “maintain complete 
confi dence” about the interviews. His 
statement also quoted the agency’s Bill 
of Student Rights, which states “stu-
dents have the right to be accompa-
nied by a parent and/or representative 
at conferences and hearings.”

A second student fought back tears 
as she spoke to the crowd about her in-
terrogation and the fear it inspired.

“It was very uncomfortable,” said 
Kastia Colon, a Park Slope Collegiate 
senior. “Every time I come to class, I 
think my teachers might not be there 
next year. It really upsets me.” 

FRIGHT SCHOOL
Continued from cover

The approach is cheered for its 
ability to speed up and shave money 
from big projects. And if there are any 
mistakes, there is one person to com-
plain to, instead of separate contrac-
tors.

Opponents of design build argue 
that the process could make it easier 
for private contractors to cut corners 
in pursuit of profi ts, and claim the ap-
proach limits a client’s 
involvement in the de-
sign phase and encour-
ages contractors to op-
erate outside their areas 
of expertise. 

The state has autho-
rized design build for 
several of its own proj-
ects, including  the new 
Kosciuszko Bridge , but 
never for a city-led job. 
And the expressway 
revamp is such a mas-
sive project that no en-
tity would dare to try it 
without streamlining 
the process, according 
to the transportation 
department head. 

“The BQE is overdue 

for rehab — critical and complex work 
that no one in the world would take on 
without design build,” said commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg. 

The bill is sponsored by state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge) and 
would grant New York City the right 
to use design build on seven other proj-
ects across the city, in addition to the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway.

But the clock is ticking to approve 
it, as the legislature lets out on June 
21.

BQE
Continued from cover

NEEDS AN UPDATE: The Brooklyn-Queens Expressway’s be-
loved — and dangerous — triple cantilever needs to be fi xed. 
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Park Slope_Courier
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“A strikingly intimate
portrait of a man who has 

often seemed as private and 
remote as he is heroic.”

E Rolling Stone

Publishers Weekly

BY LAUREN GILL
It was an affair to remember! 

Actress and Brooklynite 
Debi Mazar emceed a gala on 
Monday to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of a local social 
services provider — and it was 
a night for the organization’s 
history book, said a spokes-
woman for the group that got 
its start helping Civil War-era 
street kids. 

 “It was a wonderful, inspir-
ing night,” said Sonya Shields, 
a rep for Brooklyn Commu-
nity Services. “For the past 
couple years, we’ve been go-

ing through the archives as 
the anniversary approached, 
and the amount of work BCS 
has done in the borough is re-
markable.”   

The organization — which 
offers healthcare, legal aid, 
and job training services, as 
well as assistance for the blind 
and disabled — raised $400,000 
at the event, which it will use 
for youth development, mental 
services, and support for the 
disabled. 

And while Mazar — who 
hosts her own Cooking Chan-
nel show and has appeared 

in series such as “Younger” 
and “Entourage” — may 
have brought the star power 
to the gala at 1 Hotel Brook-
lyn Bridge, the night’s honor-
ees, who all received recogni-
tion for their work helping the 
less fortunate, shone just as 
bright. 

They included: Aaron and 
Deborah Dean, Edward Gent-
ner, the Phillips-Van Heusen 
corporation, Brooklyn Sports 
and Entertainment, and the 
Brooklyn High School for 
Leadership and Community 
Service. 

Party with a purpose! 

HAVING A BLAST: (From left) Award recipient Georgia Kouriampalis-
Serves and her friends enjoy the evening. Borough President Adams was 
all smiles. Actress and Brooklynite Debi Mazar led the ceremonies.  
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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Live in a 
world where 
your building 
also runs on 
batteries.

Discover how battery  
storage can help you save  
energy for a rainy day.  
conEd.com/EnergyFuture

Need Help Paying For 
Medicare Costs?

We can help you apply for 
programs that may save you money 

on prescription drugs and more.

Our experienced counselors offer 
Free Medicare Counseling 

by appointment or telephone.

For more information, 
call 311 and ask for “HIICAP” 

or email HIICAP@aging.nyc.gov
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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BOROUGH WIDE

Double congrats to seniors Michael 

Williams and David Mardakhayev. 
The scholarly seniors are this year’s 
recipients of the 2017 Milken Schol-

arship Award.
The boys will each receive $10,000 

along with a lifelong mentor system 
that includes 
career-related 
c o u n s e l i n g , 
as sistance in 
securing in-
ternships, and 
opportunities 
for community 
service. 

David has 
moved over 
his tassel and 
graduated from 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt High 

School in Bensonhurst.
An aspiring engineer, he is a true 

Renaissance man. He is a Cloud Peak 
Project Fel-
low, New York 
State Scholar-
ship for Aca-
demic Excel-
lence recipient, 
and National 
Honor Soci-
ety member, 
vice president 
of Roosevelt’s 
robotics club, 

a section editor for Roosevelt’s school 
paper, a Roosevelt student ambassa-
dor, and a volunteer at New York Meth-
odist Hospital.

David will study electrical engi-
neering at New York University in the 
fall.

Michael is a graduate of Millen-

nium Brooklyn High School in Park 
Slope who hopes to change the world 
through storytelling. On his website, 
TruFreedomBlog.com, he has explored 
the Rastafari religion of his mother’s 
native Jamaica. He is a youth advisory 
board member for Cyphers for Justice, 
has worked with BRIC Arts Media in 
planning and facilitating Concrete 
Stories, and spent last summer study-
ing fi lm production at Stanford Uni-
versity and journalism at Princeton 
University.

Michael has served as class pres-
ident, is a member of the National 
Honor Society, and is on his school’s 
High Honor Roll. He also serves as  an 
admissions ambassador and student 
board of directors representative for 
The Opportunity Network and has vol-
unteered with the Brooklyn Commu-
nity Pride Center.

Michael plans on attending the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania in the fall, 
where he’ll study journalism and law.

The Milken Scholars is a joint ini-
tiative of the Milken Institute and the 
Milken Family Foundation. Winners 
are selected after a rigorous nomi-
nation, application, and interview 
process and based on academic per-
formance, community service, and 
leadership.

The scholars will attend a three-
day summit this summer in Los Ange-
les with more than 100 fellow scholars, 
including new recipients.

BENSONHURST

Brooklyn’s Finest
WellCare of New York, a subsid-

iary of WellCare Health Plans, Inc., 
honored 34 offi cers of the New York 

Police Department, four of which 
hailed from our fair borough. The of-

fi cers regularly fi nd ways to support 
the communities they serve. Each day, 
offi cers perform the duties one would 
expect, such as public safety, law en-
forcement, and traffi c management. 
However, in addition to preserving the 
peace, police offi cers are working in 
partnership with organizations in the 
community to enhance the quality of 
life in New York City through smaller, 
more personal ways. 

Our Finest included Lt. Acu Rho-

des of Park Slope’s 78th Precinct, De-

tective Walter Brant of Cypress Hills, 
as well as Detective Felicia Richards 
and Capt. Terrell Anderson.

“We are grateful that WellCare has 
taken the time to recognize the impact 
our offi cers have on the lives of people 
in the community,” said Chief James 

A. Secreto of NYPD Housing Bureau. 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

COBBLE HILL

Three cheers to the budding es-
sayists who paid tribute to senior 
citizens in the Cobble Hill Health 

Center-sponsored contest, “Older 
Person in Your Life Who is Special 
and Why,” in which local fourth and 
fi fth graders were charged to write 
about that special senior. 

“A mark of a society is how they 
treat their seniors,” said Tony 

Lewis, chief executive offi cer at 
Cobble Hill. “I applaud this group of 
young people who are acknowledg-
ing the older people in their lives.”

This is the second year that the 
center hosted the contest.

This year’s winners — Hope 

Andros and Spiros Painesis  from 
the A. Fantis Parochial School of 
Sts. Constantine and Helen Cathe-

dral in Brooklyn Heights, Aali-

yah Yates of PS 38 in Boerum Hill, 
William Bradly of PS 58 in Car-
roll Gardens, and Mei Ozawa of PS 
29 in Cobble Hill — were honored 
at a ceremony, with their parents, 
staff, and board member Assembly-
woman Joan Millman (D–Carroll 
Gardens) in attendance. Millman 
spoke about the importance of in-
tergenerational community part-
nerships.  

The winners received a four 
pack of tickets to Cobble Hill Cin-

ema with snacks and drinks from 
the concession stand.

Standing O sends out three 
cheers and a bucket of popcorn to 
the winners. 

Cobble Hill Health Center [380 
Henry St. and Warren Street in Cob-
ble Hill, (718) 855–6789].

Milken Scholars shining brightly

Young scribes honor seniors

“Many police departments around the 
country are waiting for this kind of 
sign of appreciation. WellCare gets it. 
Thank you, WellCare.”

Standing O says thank you to the 
men and women who serve our city ev-
ery day. 

WellCare Health Plans, Inc. [765 
61st St. at Eighth Avenue in Benson-
hurst, (718) 439–2220].

BOROUGH WIDE

Golden arches award
Take your mortar boards 

off for borough teen and senior 
at Stuyvesant High School, 

Nancy Cao. She has been named 
a recipient of the 2017 Ronald 

McDonald House Charities - 

ASIA Scholarship Program. 

Nancy received “Best In-

equality Hack” at the Social 

Hacks Hackathon with her all-
female team for their website, 
which strips gendered language 
and racial biases from job appli-
cations to promote diversity in 
the workplace. The award was 
created in 2001 and is the largest 
scholarship for Asian students in 
the New York Tri-State Area. The 
$16,000 scholarships are awarded 
to students in fi nancial need who 
have demonstrated academic 
achievement, leadership, and 
community involvement. 

“The RMHC-ASIA Scholar-
ship program was designed to 
address the reality that many 
Asian-American students face 
signifi cant fi nancial barriers to 
higher education,” said Christo-

pher Perry, executive director 
or Ronald McDonald House Char-
ities-Asia. 

McDonald’s franchisee Mi-

chael Anderer, president of the 
RMHC-NYTSA Board of Trust-
ees and a member of this year’s 
scholarship selection committee, 
said, “We are committed to and 
are always happy to lend a help-
ing hand to outstanding students 
in the community.”

Standing O is committed to 
giving out Os to outstanding stu-
dents and wishes Nancy good 
luck in her college career as she 
majors in computer science at 
Harvey Mudd College in the fall.

THE WINNERS ARE!: From left, Mei Ozawa of PS 29, Spiros Painesis and Hope Andros 
of A. Fantis Parochial School, Aaliyah Yates of PS 38, and William Bradly of PS 58, took 
home awards at the Cobble Hill Health Center for their winning essays.  
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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State lawmakers must pass 

legislation to speed up the recon-

struction of the Brooklyn-Queens 

Expressway by three years and 

save the city $300 million before 

the legislature lets out for sum-

mer,  offi cials demanded last week 

at a press conference in front of the 

crumbling roadway (“Pump the 

gas! Offi cials demand legislation 

to accelerate BQE repairs” by Lau-

ren Gill, online June 5).

A bill in the state Assembly 

would authorize New York City to 

use a streamlined process called 

“design build” to speed up the 

project by combining the bidding 

for design and construction, as 

opposed to the current practice of 

giving contracts to separate fi rms 

for each phase. 

The city is paying $1.9 billion 

to fi x the 1.5-mile stretch of the de-

crepit expressway between Atlan-

tic Avenue and Sands Street, and 

kicked off the project with a series 

of public meetings last summer. In 

those sessions, the transportation 

department’s commissioner said 

design build would accelerate the 

revamp of the 70-year-old span, 

which is scheduled to begin in 2024 

and end in 2029, but could start as 

early as 2021 and fi nish by 2026 if 

the process is approved.

Readers weighed in online: 

What a missed opportunity to tear 
it down. Mike from Williamsburg

Bureaucracy by our elected of-
fi cials, corruption by the unionized 
bosses, contractors and subcontrac-
tors and dysfunction by the transpor-
tation agencies, a typical combina-
tion against us taxpayers. 
 Pedro Valdez Rivera Jr. 

 from BS, BK, NY, US

Tear it down. The future is not 
full of pollution-spewing death ma-
chines. Ace from Bath Beach

Mike, where are the 140,000 vehi-
cles, many of them trucks, going to go 
instead? C.W. McCall

All those vehicles will magically 
disappear. However, you will have 

to ride your cargo bike down to the 
waterfront to pick up any items you 
might need, including furniture, ap-
pliances, etc. It will be hipster utopia!
 Henry Ford from Bay Ridge

Build the cross harbor tunnel, 
open up the Sunnyside Yards for 
freight and then maybe you can put 
the road underground two lanes — 
in 30 years. Until then you need to 
repair the BQE. $40 billion or so dol-
lars, too. Sid from Boerum Hill

Although tearing down the BQE 
may seem like a good idea at fi rst, I 
would really like to know what will 
happen to all the vehicles that use it 
on a normal basis, especially com-
mercial vehicles, who can’t go any-
where else. There are already neigh-
borhoods in that area that have high 
asthma rates and relocating all that 
traffi c to local roads will just make 
them worse. Do any of you advo-
cates for this actually think this 
one through fi rst? My guess is none 
of you did, which is why you pretty 
much lost for the same reasons on 
trying to tear down the Sheridan 
Expressway over in The Bronx. The 
main reason why so many highways 
in NYC like the BQE will remain in-
tact is because there is still a demand 
for moving traffi c effi ciently just for 
the same reason why NYC still has so 
many housing projects that haven’t 
been torn down in the demand for af-
fordable housing. Tal Barzilai 

 from Pleasantville, NY

It should be converted to an ele-
vated bike-lane instead. That would 
really serve the needs of the bicycle 
community and remove the cars. 
 Winnie from Williamsburg

It doesn’t need to be fi xed — can’t 
they just put on a new coat of paint 
and say that’s that? 
 Nora from Downtown Brooklyn

The president of J’ouvert Inter-

national admonished a state pol in 

favor of suspending the early morn-

ing Labor Day parade at a town 

hall on June 1, criticizing him for 

not including her in discussions 

about public safety at this year’s 

event (“Town brawl! J’ouvert orga-

nizer criticizes pol at parade pub-

lic safety meeting” by Alexandra 

Simon, online June 5).

Assemblyman Walter Mosley, 

along with Councilwoman Laurie 

Cumbo (D–Clinton Hill) and state 

Sen. Jesse Hamilton (D–Crown 

Heights), organized the public 

meeting in Prospect Heights to dis-

cuss safety measures for J’ouvert, 

which precedes the annual West 

Indian Day parade. Last year, two 

people were fatally shot at the cel-

ebration despite a beefed up police 

presence and security measures 

that included an offi cial permit 

and 250 fl oodlights. 

J’ouvert International is work-

ing to implement even more safety 

measures this year that include 

entry checkpoints similar to those 

around Times Square on New 

Year’s Eve, bag checks, and more 

fl oodlights. 

Readers shared their thoughts:

The island culture is responsi-
ble for the J’ouvert violence. That’s 
where J’ouvert comes from. Pretty 
simple. If J’ouvert doesn’t want the 
spotlight for the crime that accom-
panies the parade, crack down on 
the orgy of drinking, drugs and guns 
that goes on for the week preceding 
the parade. Get serious. Save lives. 
 Latisha from Prospect Heights

Groups need to be more organized 
with their routes. Get the crowd mov-
ing … that’s the point, too. And have 
stores place signs along the route to 
show that the establishments are 
concerned with safety too. 
 Andrea B. from Crown Heights

A slow Bern
To the editor:

Brooklyn College couldn’t fi nd a 
smarter individual than Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders to address its 
graduates? (“Bernie Sanders attacks 
Trump, celebrates diversity at Brook-
lyn College commencement” by Juli-
anne Cuba, online May 31).

His claim to fame is that he lost 
a rigged election. How many people 
had heard of Sanders before the Hil-
lary fi asco? Had Sanders been elected 
president, he would have placed im-
measurable strain on the American 
economy, would have gutted our 
military and would have fl oundered 
in the foreign policy arena. His per-
sonal life has been dedicated to pro-
moting “unearned equality” and pro-
testing something or other.

With the exception of some odds-
and-ends jobs, Sanders has lived his 
whole life loitering on the govern-
ment dole promoting his warped ide-
ology. In fact, as mayor of Burlington, 
he wanted to change the city’s name 
to “The People’s Republic of Burling-
ton” emulating “The People’s Repub-

lic of China.” How warped is that?
Get a clue, Senator, socialism does 

not work. Socialist countries can-
not protect their people because they 
don’t have a suffi cient defense budget. 
Cases in point: Germany and Sweden 
cannot control the Syrian refugees 
they have accepted into their respec-
tive countries. Their economies have 
suffered and they lack suffi cient law 
enforcement personnel to keep the 
refugees in check.

The senator stated: “We must 
never allow demagogues to divide us 
by race, by religion, by national ori-
gin, or by sexual orientation.  Black, 
White, Latino, Asian American, Na-
tive American, Christian, Jew, Mus-
lim, and every religion, straight or 
gay, male or female, we must stand to-
gether. This country belongs to all of 
us.” Not true, Senator. This country 
belongs to those who pay for it, who 
fi ght for it and who work to improve 
it. The major division is between 
those who support America and those 
who do not. The senator’s attack on 
President Trump is an attack on the 
United States of America and his de-
scription of a “demagogue” describes 
Obama (not Trump) to a tee.

I conducted a little research on 
Vermont and here are some interest-
ing stats: 94.8 percent of the people 
are white, 1.6 percent are Asian, 1.5 
percent are Hispanic, 1.3 percent are 
black. Let’s look at the people’s reli-
gious affi liations, where only 33.7 
percent consider themselves reli-
gious as compared with 49.4 percent 
for the rest of the country: 20.6 per-
cent are Catholic, 0.4 percent are Jew-
ish and 0 percent are Muslim. One 
would think that the senator’s prior-
ity would be to invite some of the di-
verse cultures he cited in his speech 
to live in Vermont.

The bottom line is that Sen. Sand-
ers lives in a lily-white state unen-
cumbered by terrorist threats and 
violent crimes, but has the audacity 
to lecture President Trump and, by 
defi nition, the United States of Amer-
ica.

As I write this opinion, a prim-
and-proper, politically-correct Eng-
land is recovering from yet another 
terrorist attack; this one on the Lon-
don Bridge. The front-page headline 
of the New York Post read “AGAIN.” 
Why “AGAIN?” Because there is a 
pattern to the carnage — a pattern 
that Bernie Sanders does not see. I 
can lead him through it at another 
time, but fi rst he should try to fi gure 
it out himself. Elio Valenti

Brooklyn

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Need new plan to fi x aging highway
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THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK
is pleased to announce 

3 convenient locations with a new offi ce
in Midwood.

THE PREMIERE VASCULAR CENTER IN NEW YORK

IS THE ONLY COMPREHENSIVE CENTER
THAT SPECIALIZES IN 

VASCULAR MEDICINE AND SURGERY

ENRICO ASCHER, MD

ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP

SHEILA BLUMBERG, VS

NATALIE MARKS, MD

ANIL HINGORANI, MD

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11235

Midwood:
2523 Kings Highway 
Suite 1C
Brooklyn, NY 11235

Boro Park:
960 50th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219

718-438-3800

This is an age when many 
stores look the same and 
merchandise is afraid to be 
unique. Companies continue 
to cut back on personal ser-
vice and try to reduce costs. 
And stores are closing around 
the country. 

Not so at Portabella. Por-
tabella has stuck to its roots. 
Runway fashions, the cur-
rent trends, and at least 60 
percent off designer prices 
everyday.  Plus, individual 
service for every customer 
who enters the stores. Cus-
tomers are number 1. Each is 
treated with special attention 
by the trained customer ser-
vice team. 

A recent Portabella cus-
tomer was overheard saying 
to a cashier, “I always get my 
suits at Portabella. You have 
what I want at a great price, 
great personal service and 
the alterations are ready in 
15 minutes” Portabella has 
customizing tailor shops in 
almost every location and in 
most cases offers 24-hour al-
teration service. 

The Portabella business 
is also changing. New deliv-
eries now come weekly, and 
there is a new focus on special 
event group sales. The great 
values and new fashion have 
made Portabella a headquar-
ters for weddings, proms, 
sweet 16s, quincinearas, and 
other special events. It prides 
itself on  making it more af-
fordable to buy pieces than 
to rent, as well as providing 
a better selection of the cur-
rent trend.

The multi-cultural buying 
team at Portabella uses trends 
from all over the world. They 
combine their expertise and 
different points of view to de-
velop a selection that gives at-
tention to each store location 
and market. 

Portabella now operates 
more than 40 stores in New 
York, New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania under the Portabella, 
Fino and Quails names. And 
shop online at Portabellaon-
line.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Portabella takes styling for any event personally
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 2:00pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

t is one of the best-read 
parts of The New York 
Times each day, but few 

admit they read it.
It sounds depressing but it 

is actually the most uplifting 
and inspirational parts of the 
newspaper.

The weddings section? 
Nope. It’s the obituaries, the 
place where the entire lives 
of important people — some 
as long as 95 years — are 
summed up in 800 words or 
less.

Each morning a team of 
editors and reporters at the 
Times decides which three 
to five people who died in 
the last 24 hours merits the 
obituary treatment. It must 
be someone who had an “im-
pact” in their lives — from 
the obvious pop music star 
like Michael Jackson to the 
inventor of the Slinkee to the 
television image consultant 
who helped JFK defeat Rich-
ard Nixon in 1960.

The new documentary 
movie, “Obit,” playing in 
some small movie theaters 
around the city, is the fasci-
nating tale of the incredibly 
thoughtful and talented peo-

ple who make up the Times 
obit team.

But the film is even more 
than a well-told tale of a 
unique journalism operation 
— it is a meditation on what 
constitutes a worthwhile life 
and the criteria we should all 
consider when we measure 
the impending shadow of our 
ultimate demise.

What is an “impactful” 
life? How can we measure 

who is worthy of a graceful 
write-up of 500 words or even 
a front-page obit of more than 
1,400 words?

The movie, a must see, 
points out that Pope John 
Paul had a 14,000 word obit-
uary and rock stars Michael 
Jackson and David Bowie 
had their obits splashed 
across the front page. Then 
there is the obit just a notch 
below the front-page ones: 
the “reefers,” important peo-
ple who don’t quite merit top 
billing on Page 1, but are “re-
ferred” to in the bottom of 
the front page “teasers.”

There are many quiet 
stars of this obituary docu-
mentary, but two stood out in 
my mind: the gentleman who 
runs the Times “morgue” (a 
library of all the old printed 
clippings and photographs 
stretching back to the early 
20th century), an idiosyn-
cratic and animated man 
who knows where all old files 
are buried in a vast room full 
of overstuffed file cabinets. 
In a paperless age of giga-
bytes and cloud storage, he 
seems like a quaint vestige of 
an anachronistic era that has 

ended. But ask any Times re-
porter and they’ll tell you that 
he is one of their most valu-
able colleagues because he 
can access information that 
cannot be found on Google 
or any internet database be-
cause it happened before the 
age of Information went up 
on the worldwide web.

The other subtle Star of 
“Obit” is Bruce Weber, a soft-
spoken reporter whose ob-
servations and work is the 
centerpiece of the movie. We 
watch and hear his graceful 
phone calls with the relatives 
of the recently deceased and 
he hits just the right note of 
sympathy while he goes about 
the task of cataloging vital in-
formation about the potential 
obituary subject. He fills out 
a form to start — where was 
the person born, what was 
the cause of death, what were 
their parents professions and 
so on until a clear picture be-
gins to emerge of a life that no 
longer exists but left an indel-
ible imprint in our society.

We watch Weber as he ago-
nizes over how to report and 
write an 800-word obituary 
of the man who helped elect 

a president in 1960, Mr. Wil-
son, who was John F. Ken-
nedy’s television image con-
sultant, a very new career in 
the early days of mass media. 
Rather than run a dry open-
ing paragraph that sums up 
the man’s life and includes 
his age at death and the 
cause, Weber decides to do an 
“anecdotal lead,” an opening 
that talks about the Kennedy-
Nixon debate and its impor-
tance in the history of our 
country. Weber’s prose draws 
the reader in while also mak-
ing a larger point about the 
dramatic change of how we 
elected presidents in 1960 
based on looks and telegenic 
appeal.

It is such a rare treat to 
leave a movie theater better 
informed and inspired by the 
people in the documentary 
and their clear explication 
of why their work truly mat-
ters. Run, don’t walk, to see 
“Obit” this weekend — you’ll 
look at your life very differ-
ently afterwards.

Tom Allon is the president 
of City & State, NY. He can be 
reached at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app.

1 New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice. 2 A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance 
requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak 
with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. Mobile carrier fees 
may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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By Caroline Spivack

The People’s Playground is flipping 
out!

A vintage pinball arcade is roll-
ing into the Coney Island Museum and 
Freak Bar this weekend! Flipper fanatics 
can test their skill on 10 of the old-school 
arcade games — but the machines, each 
decorated with images of sideshow per-
formers of the past, are works of art that 
should be admired as well as played, said 
an organizer of the pinball gallery.

“The point is to be a living museum,” 
said Dick Zigun, sideshow impresario and 
head of Coney Island USA. “We are dedi-
cated to curating selections based on the 
art, the theme — we want them to not only 
be seen as fun and games, but as art.” 

For the next year, six Coney-themed 
games will dazzle silver ball players at 
the Coney Island Museum, while another 

four occupy the Freak Bar downstairs. 
Each of the 1970s and ’80s-era gizmos 
was chosen to complement the Sodom 
by the Sea setting. For instance, the 
“Mystic” game is painted with fortune 
tellers, levitating women, and a shack-
led Harry Houdini — who used to per-
form at Coney. Another game celebrates 
the daredevil motorcycle stuntman Evel 
Knievel, while the “Old Coney Island” 
device features a beach bombshell, a 
Ferris wheel, and plenty of excited visi-
tors to the People’s Playground. 

The pinball machines all come from 
the collection of one silver ball aficionado, 
who got the ball rolling after spotting an 
“Old Coney Island” machine stationed in 
the Coney Island Museum. 

“I remember playing it and it just 
brought it all back. I started collecting a 
few and then it just snowballed,” said Mill 

Basin resident Dennis Catylfumo, who 
repairs games at El Dorado Arcade. 

Catylfumo began collecting and 
repairing vintage pinball machines, and 
partnered with the museum so that the 
public could appreciate the authentic, old-
school devices. 

“I asked a co-worker if he liked pin-
ball, and he said, ‘Oh yeah, I have a pin-
ball app.’ Those are the kind of reasons 
that make me want to share it with the 
masses,” he said. “It’s real — something 
you can feel. And now there’s an interest 
for it again.”

The elevation of pinball as art marks 
quite a change for the machines, which 
were once outlawed in New York City. In 
the early 1940s, pinball was considered a 
form of gambling, and the machines were 
regarded as insidious nickel stealers that 
unfairly gobbled up kids’ lunch money. In 

1942, mayor Fiorello La Guardia banned 
the games, raiding candy stores, bars, and 
theme parks for the contraband devices 
and destroying them in dramatic fashion 
— with a sledgehammer. 

But pinball made a comeback in the 
’70s and now supple-wristed ball bashers 
hunt for the vintage games. 

“It’s the triumph of youngsters, full of 
terrible American habits, pursuing their 
own way,” said Zigun. 

If the machines strike it big with beach-
goers, the museum hopes to spice up the 
selection with a few more games and to 
host a tournament for pinball wizards to 
duke it out.

Play ball at the Coney Island Museum 
[1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159, www.coneyisland.
com]. Open Fri, Sat, noon–6 pm; Sun, 2–6 
pm. $5 ($3 seniors). $0.50 per game.

Vintage pinball games return to Coney 

Ready to roll
Pinball wizard: Flipper fanatic Dennis Catylfumo teamed 
up with the Coney Island Museum to share his collection 
of vintage pinball machines.  Photo by Erica Price
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By Lauren Gill

Brooklyn is getting all keyed 
up!

More than a dozen 
brightly painted pianos popped up 
across the borough this week, invit-
ing anyone to tickle the keys as 
part of the Sing for Hope public art 
project. The artist behind one eye-
catching instrument in Sunset Park 
says that she designed her piece to 
draw people in so they would fill 
the air with music.

“I wanted to create something 
really quirky, something that people 
will stop and look at, and with all 
the bright colors, say ‘Hey this looks 
really cool’ and just take the time to 
play it,” said  Manon Casimir . 

The Canarsie artist experiences 
synesthesia — a condition that lets 
her see sounds — and her piano 
painting reflects her visual percep-
tion of music. One segment, deco-
rated with purple and black swirls, 
represents the sine waves that she 
spots in tunes, and the various col-
ors — purple, yellow, black, pink 
— represent different frequencies 
in songs, she said. 

Casimir normally paints on 
linen, canvas, and wood panels, but 
this is the first time she has applied 
her brush to a musical instrument. 
She has been playing the piano for 
two years, but the experience of 
painting each section of the device 
gave her a new appreciation for its 
complexity. 

“It was definitely challenging,” 
she said. “It’s so funny, because I 

normally play the piano — but I 
never really knew how many parts 
there were until I did this.” 

The Sing for Hope program cre-
ates opportunities to play piano for 
those who might not have access 
to the pricey instrument. The 14 
devices scattered across Brooklyn 
include several painted with trib-
utes to local scenes, including 
a homage to the subway on an 
instrument in Willoughby Square 
Downtown, and scenes from the 
People’s Playground painted on a 
piano parked on the Coney Island 
Boardwalk.

The pianos will be kept in 

place until June 25, when they will 
be transported to public schools 
across the city. 

Casimir, who titled her artistic 
instrument “Loud, So Hope Can 
Hear It,” wants people to play her 
piano unabashedly while they have 
the chance, and to use the music to 
escape from everyday frustrations. 

“I want people just to play the 
piano loudly, have a great time, and 
not worry about stress,” she said. 

Sing for Hope piano by Manon 
Casimir in Sunset Park (near the 
flagpole, 41st Street at Sixth Avenue 
in Sunset Park, www.singforhope.
org). Through June 25. Free.

By Carlo Bosticco

Drink a beer in the park — 
and do it legally!

When Brooklyn 
Bridge Park launches its outdoor 
film series in July, it will fea-
ture something new: a beer gar-
den! The sponsors of the annual 
“Movies With a View” film series 
saw that people had been making 
their own party on the lawn, and 
wanted to offer a better option 
than hauling brown-bag bottles 
from a distant bodega, according 
to one park honcho. 

“We realized that our visi-
tors liked coming early before 
the movie in order to picnic and 
enjoy each other’s company. We 
wanted to enhance that experi-
ence. The beer garden is the natu-
ral product of that wish,” said 
Nancy Webster, the executive 
director of the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Conservancy.

Before the Thursday night 
screenings begin at sunset, park 
visitors will be able to get a 
beer and check out a variety of 
Brooklyn food vendors, while 
deejays spin music starting at 
6 pm.

The theme of this year’s movie 
selection is “Resistance,” high-
lighting stories that deal with 
race, gender, protest, and tri-
umph. The theme seemed appro-
priate for the current political 
climate, said Webster.

“Our volunteer film commit-
tee members choose a resonant 
theme each year,” she said. “This 
one is essentially a response to 
our turbulent times, both in poli-
tics and day-to-day life.”

The committee tried to include 
something for everybody on the 
program, including the immor-
tal classic “Casablanca” (July 
20), the family-friendly “Lego 

Movie” (July 207) and the action 
film “Mad Max: Fury Road” 
(Aug. 17). The final film of the 
series, on Aug. 24, will be deter-
mined by a public vote between 
three very different films: the 
1976 news satire “Network,” 
1984 dance film “Footloose,” or 
the 2015 racially charged comedy 
“Dear White People.” 

“Movies With a View” at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 1 (enter 
at Furman Street and Old Fulton 
Street in Dumbo, www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org). Thursdays, July 
6–Aug. 24 at 6 pm. Free.

By Alexandra Simon

Queens are taking over the 
county of Kings! 

Brooklyn Pride is this 
weekend, and gender-bending 
performers will take center 
stage — sometimes literally — 
at a bevy of events around the 
borough. Here’s a brief guide 
for those who want to have a 
weekend out with the girls.

Drag-ulous TV
Friday nights belong to leg-

endary drag queen RuPaul, 
and her reality television show 
“RuPaul’s Drag Race.” The 
ninth season’s penultimate 
episode is this Friday, and 
Brooklyn queen Sasha Velour 
seems poised to sashay her way 
to the finale. Bars all over the 
borough will tune in to cheer on 
the hometown gal, but we rec-
ommend stopping at Excelsior 
in Park Slope, where the screen-
ing is followed by the amateur 
lip sync competition “Louvel’s 
Hag Race!” 

Excelsior [563 Fifth Ave. 
between 15th and 16th streets 
in Park Slope, (718) 788–2710, 
www.excelsiorbrooklyn.com). 
June 9 at 8 pm. Free.

A good read 
Start the day with a queen 

telling a fairy tale! The Brooklyn 
Public Library will host Drag 
Queen Story Hour on Saturday 
morning, where Cholula Lemon 
will read books to kids and 
bond with little ones who also 
enjoy dressing up.

Drag Queen Story Hour with 
Cholula Lemon at Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Park Slope 
branch [431 Sixth Ave. at Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 832–
1853, www.bklynlibrary.org]. 
June 10 at 11 am. Free.

Fest for a queen
This year’s Brooklyn Pride 

features a newly bulked-up 
daytime festival long enough 

to satisfy any size queen. The 
Multicultural Festival on Fifth 
Avenue stretches from First to 
Ninth Street, two blocks longer 
than in previous years, and fea-
tures a performance stage at each 
end. Queens from the Sunset 
Park lounge XStasy will per-
form on both stages, along with 
drag performers Eve Black and 
Shirley U Jest, and two dozen 
other musicians and artists.

Multicultural Street Festival 
Fifth Avenue between First and 
Ninth Streets, www.brooklyn-
pride.org]. June 10, Noon–5 pm. 
Free.

Walk it off
Brooklyn’s Twilight Pride 

Parade celebrates its 21st anni-
versary on June 10 — it’s old 
enough to drink! The eve-
ning parade will step off from 
Lincoln Place at 7:30 pm and 
travel down Fifth Avenue to 
Ninth Street. The walk will be 
emceed by shape-shifting chan-
teuse Louvel (host of the “Hag 
Race” mentioned above), along 
with Mark Nayden, co-owner of 
gay bar Excelsior.

Twilight Pride Parade on 
Fifth Avenue, from Lincoln Place 
to Ninth Street, www.brooklyn-
pride.org. June 10 at 7:30 pm. 
Free. 

Cute Little show
The Be Cute queer dance 

party at Littlefield will fea-
ture a full flock of queens on 
Saturday night for its Pride 
Party. The late-night event, 
hosted by Horrorchata, will fea-
ture performances from Merrie 
Cherrie, Lady QuesaDilla, and 
West Dakota, among others, 
and will keep the beats going 
until 4 am.

Be Cute Brooklyn Pride at 
Littlefield, (622 Degraw Str. 
between Third and Fourth 
Avenues in Gowanus, www.little-
fieldnyc.com). June 10, 11 pm–4 
am. $12–$15 ($10 in advance). 

Stars and bars

SIGHT OF MUSIC

Color the keys: Artist Manon Casimir shows off the piano she painted for the Sing 
for Hope project, which will sit available for anyone to play it until June 25. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Shine bright: Colorful queens will flit down Fifth Avenue during the Brooklyn 
Pride Parade on June 10.  Photo by Paul Martinka

Dragging it out
See the ‘girls’ of B’klyn Pride

Synaesthetic artist paints a public piano

Views and booze: The Movies With a 
View series is getting a beer garden.
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Weddings
Engagements

Family Reunions
Corporate Events

Sirico’s offers you a variety of Dinner, 
Cocktail, and Buffet options. 

We can create any theme  for your occasion 
with unique LED lighting options 

& special decor packages.

8015/23 13th Ave., Dyker Heights
Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

CATERERS
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By Julianne Cuba

They’ll try to stay above water!
A group of dancers will 

shimmy and shake while stand-
ing atop canoes floating on the toxic 
Gowanus Canal on June 24. The per-
formance, part of international Global 
Water Dances Day, is designed to raise 
awareness of the importance of clean 
water, but the dancers hope to make 
their point without dipping so much as 
a toe in the notoriously filthy water-
way, said the director of the Artichoke 
Dance Company. 

“The plan is to not capsize — but 
we’ve been rehearsing in the canoe 
so people understand stability,” said 
Lynn Neuman, who lives just a few 
blocks away from Brooklyn’s Nautical 
Purgatory.

The five boat-based performers will 
be joined by more dancers standing on 
the shore, all of them wearing outfits 
made out of twisted, braided, and oth-
erwise shaped plastic bags. The plastic 
apparel demonstrates how harmful the 
bags can be to the environment and to 
wildlife, said Neuman. 

“It’s kind of a political statement — 
we have all these bags, we don’t need 
them, they shouldn’t be in our waste 
stream,” she said. “The whole project is 
to raise awareness about what’s going 
on. Real estate developers are touting 
this as waterfront living, but really it’s 
a toxic zone, a public living hazard.” 

Students from nearby schools PS 
32 and PS 372 will also perform, with 
their own choreography that flows with 
the movement of water. 

Anyone who wants to join the per-
formers — dancing safely on the shore, 

to be clear — can learn the flowing 
choreography  at several workshops  
held in the weeks before the show, 
and also learn to make an outfit from 
shopping bags. All together, the differ-
ent dancers will fill the Gowanus with 
movement, said Neuman. 

“All along that promenade, there 
will be people on land and on water,” 
she said.

Before the show, at 1 pm, members 
of the Gowanus Canal Conservancy 
will offer some brave souls walking 
tours of the infested canal. The after-
noon event will also feature interac-
tive displays and informational tables 

where people can learn how to improve 
their waterways, said Neuman. 

“I hope that people walk away with 
the desire to do something, like ‘Oh 
I’m going to bring my own bag to 
the grocery store,” she said. “There 
are three actionable items you can do 
today — bring your own bag, reduce 
water usage when it rains, and drink 
tap water.”

Global Water Dances at the 
Gowanus Canal (Promenade at Whole 
Foods, Third Street between Third 
Avenue and Bond Street in Gowanus, 
www.artichokedance.org). June 24 at 
2 pm. Free.

By Caroline Spivack

The Ridge is soakin’ up the sun! 
Take advantage of the late-

setting sun this weekend with an 
outdoor beer garden, country fair, and a 
pair of park-side concerts.

Don your cowboy boots and break 
out your Western drawl for the Saint 
Patrick Parish Country Fair and 
Flea Market (9511 Fourth Ave. 
between 95th and 97th streets). The 
weekend-long shindig kicks off Friday 
at 8 pm with some good ol’ fashioned 
beer and barbecue. Chow down on ribs 
and wings as you sip on a 12-ounce 
draft at the outdoor beer garden, while 
eclectic pop-rock-country group Hello 
Brooklyn sets the mood. And a photo 
booth will make sure you can take 
home a tipsy momento. The party will 
cost you $5 to get in — and be sure to 
have your driver’s license handy. It is 
for those 21 and older only.

On Saturday, embrace your inner 
bargain hunter at the flea market por-
tion of the weekend hootenanny, which 
lasts from 9 am to 6 pm. Dive into a 

selection of Elvis Presley memorabilia, 
fine china, knickknacks, and vintage 
threads. And when you are tuckered out 
from haggling, slow your roll with some 
calming crafts, or sink your teeth into a 
burger or pulled pork sandwich. Unlike 
the first day, admission is free of charge, 
and the market continues the next day. 

On Sunday you can enjoy the nice 
weather at a pair of outdoor concerts 
along Shore Road Park. Bust out a 
blanket and picnic basket and settle 
in near the gazebo at Shore Road and 
90th Street at 5 pm for the Sing For 
Hope Pianos Concert Series, featur-
ing pianist Gregory Post and soprano 
Anna Tsoukala serenading the crowd. 
After the show, pack up and stroll 
down the park to 79th Street and Shore 
Road for the latest in the Concerts in 
the Park series, where classic rockers 
the Groove will get you twistin’ and 
shoutin’ at 7 pm.

By Colin Mixson

They’ll let anyone 
into the New York 
Philharmonic these 

days!
New York City’s pre-

mier orchestra is inviting 
audience members to play 
along during its free con-
cert in Prospect Park on 
June 16. The New York 
Philharmonic will wel-
come all comers to join 
in for a short section of 
Antonín Dvorák’s “New 
World Symphony,” an 
event that will give ama-
teur musicians a chance to 
dust off their instruments 
and brag that they have 
played with the acclaimed 
orchestra, according to 
the ensemble’s chief his-
torian.

“I would guess there’s a 
fair number of people who 
would like to say they’ve 
performed with the New 
York Philharmonic, and 
this is their chance,” said 
Barbara Haws, archi-
vist and historian for the 
orchestra.

The Philharmonic is 
providing  online sheet 
music and practice videos  
for the “Largo” section 
of the Bohemian compos-
er’s magnum opus so that 
would-be Philharmonic 
members can bone up on 
their craft. And for those 
amateurs who do not do 
their homework, conduc-
tor Alan Gilbert will pro-
vide a brief lesson before 
leading his audience in 
the two-minute perfor-
mance.

Those without instru-
ments can also join in. 
Singers will be guided 

through a rendition of 
“Goin’ Home,” a choral 
piece that accompanies 
the music.

Inviting the unwashed, 
untrained masses to per-
form Dvorák’s master-
piece may sound like an 
insult to the composer, 
but that could not be 
further from the truth, 
according to Haws. The 
Bohemian immigrant to 
New York was one of the 
city’s first truly egalitar-
ian composers, and he led 
a music conservatory that 
was open to men — and 
to women — of all races, 
a rarity during the 1890s, 
said Haws.

“I think he would actu-
ally be thrilled,” the his-
torian said.

This is the first time 
New York Philharmonic 
has invited audience 
members to play along 
for a section of the show, 
and there is one concern 
vexing the orchestra’s 
resident historian — that 
an audience equipped 
with musical instruments 
might not be as quiet as 
they should be. 

“If I had one worry, it’s 
that people might continue 
playing throughout the 
concert,” Haws said.

So put your instru-
ments away as soon as the 
show starts, please. 

Play along with the 
New York Philharmonic 
at Prospect Park’s Long 
Meadow Ballfields [enter 
at 15th Street and Prospect 
Park Southwest in Park 
Slope, (718) 965–8951, 
www.prospectpark.org]. 
June 16 at 8 pm. Free.

Bay Ridge is going outside!

DIRTY DANCING

Plastic people: Members of the Artichoke Dance Company will dress in shopping bags to 
make a statement about pollution and the importance of clean water, for a show on and 
along the Gowanus Canal on June 24.  Jeremy Amar

Backyard band: Maestro Alan Gilbert will lead the New York 
Philharmonic — and audience members — in a free performance 
of Antonín Dvorák’s New World Symphony on June 16. Chris Lee

Phil-ing in!
For one night, join the 

New York Philharmonic

Dance company to twirl on the Gowanus
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
FRI, JUNE 9

MUSIC, SOULFRITO 
URBAN LATIN MUSIC 
FEST: With Meek Mill, 
Fetty Wap, Young M.A, 
Uncle Murda, and more. 
$65–$166. 8 pm

SAT, JUNE 10
MUSIC, 33RD NEW YORK 

SALSA FESTIVAL: With 
Willie Colón, Eddie 
Palmieri, Tito Nieves, 
Eddie Santiago, and 
more. $70–$230. 8 pm

SUN, JUNE 22
SPORTS, NBA DRAFT 

2017: $26–$106. 7 pm.

SUN, JUNE 25
SPORTS, BIG 3: Three-on-

three basketball games 
with professional play-
ers. $27–$215. 1 pm.

TUE, JUNE 27
MUSIC, THE TOTAL 

PACKAGE TOUR: With 
New Kids on the Block, 
Paula Abdul, and Boyz 
II Men. $25–$995. 7:30 
pm.

WED, JULY 5
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

THU, JULY 6
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 7
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 8
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
4 pm and 7:30 pm.

SUN, JULY 9
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
1:30 pm and 5 pm.

THU, JULY 20
MUSIC, KENDRICK 

LAMAR: $103–$652. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 21
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

SUN, JULY 23
MUSIC, KENDRICK 

LAMAR: $103–$652. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 28
MUSIC, QUEEN AND 

ADAM LAMBERT: $49–
$505. 8 pm.

TUE, AUG 1
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 2
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 14
MUSIC, SHAWN MEN-

DES: $29–$550. 7:30 
pm.

SAT, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER: $tba. Time 
tba.

SUN, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $tba. 6:30 pm.

MON, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $tba. 7:30 
pm.

TUE, AUG 22
SPORTS, WWE SMACK-

DOWN LIVE: $tba. 7:45 
pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

bisexual, and transgender 
community to remember 
those killed in Orlando one 
year ago. Free. 7:30 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

MON, JUNE 12
READING, FRANKLIN PARK 

READING SERIES SUM-
MER BLOCKBUSTER: Hear 
new lit from stellar au-
thors Victor LaValle, Jason 
Reynolds, Julia Fierro (The 
Gypsy Moth Summer), and 
more. With $5 drafts and 
a book raffl e. Free. 8 pm. 
Franklin Park (618 St. Johns 
Pl. between Classon and 
Franklin avenues. in Crown 
Heights), franklinpark-
brooklyn.com. 

“LITTLE MERMAID” AUDI-
TIONS: Narrows Com-
munity Theater is casting 
kids ages 8 to 18 for a 
production of “The Little 
Mermaid.” Please bring a 
recent picture and prepare 
a song, with sheet music 
for an accompanist. Free. 
6:30–9:30 pm. Shore Hill 
(9000 Shore Road at 91st 
Street) in Bay Ridge), www.
nyctheaterny.com. 

TUES, JUNE 13
TALK, ROXANE GAY: The 

writer discusses her new 
book, “Hunger: A Mem-
oir of (My) Body.” $25 
($45 with book). 7 pm. 
BAM Rose Cinemas [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Lafayatte Avenue and Han-
son Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100], www.
bam.org. 

WED, JUNE 14
OUTDOORS, SALTWATER 

FISHING: Rangers teach 
catch-and-release fi shing. 
All equipment is provided. 
Free. 11 am–12:30 pm. 
American Veterans Memo-
rial Pier [Bay Ridge Avenue 
and Belt Parkway in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 421–2021], 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

TALK, BABY SHOWER 
WORKSHOP: Baby ex-
perts will discuss health 
topics for expecting 
moms, including breast 
feeding, baby safety, teeth 
and mouth care, and more. 
Free. 5 pm. Harbor Hill Se-
nior Housing (5613 Second 
Ave. at 57th Street in Sun-
set Park). 

TALK, AN EVENING ON 
LESBIAN PREGNANCY: 
A doctor, attorney, and 
sperm bank representative 
discuss issues facing gay 
women who want to have a 
child. Free. 6:30 pm. MCU 
Park (1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th St. in Coney Island), 
path2parenthood.org. 

FILM, “HOW THE BRAIN 
READS”: A movie that 
teaches you all about read-
ing and dyslexia. Free. 
7:30 pm. Kings Bay Y [3495 
Nostrand Ave. between 
Avenues U and V in Sheep-
shead Bay, (718) 972–0170 
x101]. 

THURS, JUNE 15
FILM, BLACK QUEER 

BROOKLYN ON FILM: A 
weekly screening of short 
fi lms by young, black, 

FRI, JUNE 9
THEATER, “RICHARD III”: 

The Smith Street Stage 
theater company presents 
Shakespeare’s the tale of 
a corrupt king under the 
stars. Free. 7:30 pm. Car-
roll Park (Smith Street be-
tween President and Car-
roll streets in Cobble Hill), 
www.smithstreetstage.org. 

COMEDY, “S--- SHOW”: A 
night of parent-themed 
comedy from hosts Ophira 
Eisenberg and Emily Flake, 
with guests Adira Amram, 
Kat Burdick, Ben Schwartz, 
and more. $10 ($8 in ad-
vance). 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

FLATBUSH FEST KICK-OFF 
PARTY!: An opening party 
with a dozen local artists, 
live music, drinks, and 
more. Free. 8 pm. BKLYN 
Commons [495 Flatbush 
Ave. in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens, (718) 989–5700], 
bklyncommons.com. 

FILM, “BLACK SUNS, AN 
ASTROPHYSICS ADVEN-
TURE”: A documentary 
about chasing eclipses 
and science dreams. Part 
of the Art of Brooklyn Film 
Festival. $12. 8 pm. P.S./I.S. 
30 Mary White Ovington 
(7002 4th Ave at Oving-
ton Avenue in Bay Ridge), 
www.theartofbrooklyn.org.  

SAT, JUNE 10
MUSIC, WORLD REFUGEE 

DAY FESTIVAL AND 
FUNDRAISER: A night of 
music and merriment to 
helpsrefugees seeking 
music education careers in 
Brooklyn. With family ac-
tivities, a pot-luck dinnner, 
and a concert and dance 
party. Free. 6–11 pm. 
Brooklyn Conservatory of 
Music [58 Seventh Ave. 
between Lincoln and Saint 
Johns plaes in Park Slope, 
(718) 622–3300], www.
bqcm.org. 

BROOKLYN NETS DANCE 
TEAM AUDITIONS: Try 
out for the team’s cheer-
leading squad! Free. 10 
am. LIU Brooklyn (1 Uni-
versity Plaza at Dekalb Av-
enue in Downtown), www.
brooklynettes.com. 

TALK, FLATBUSH TALKS!: 
A Flatbush version of Ted 
Talks, with local leaders 
and nonprofi t CEOs, fol-
lowed by networking and 
Carribbean food. Free. 
Noon. Haitian-American 
Community Coalition [3807 
Church Ave. between E. 
38th and E. 39th streets in 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens, 
(718) 940–2200], www.hc-
cinc.org. 

EXTRA CRISPY BREAKFES-
TIVAL: An all-day outdoor 
celebration of breakfast 
foods, plus a dee-jay, 
dancing, and games. Free. 
Noon–8 pm. Industry City 
Food Hall (274 36th St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park), 
www.extracrispy.com. 

“BRING THE COOL” FAMILY 
FESTIVAL: A free interac-
tive festival for all families, 
with live music and perfor-
mance, a gallery scavenger 
hunt, and art-making ac-
tivities. Free with $16 sug-
gested admission. Noon–4 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 

Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
brooklynmuseum.org. 

PET COSTUME DAY: Dress 
up your doggie — or any 
other pet, and show them 
off! Pets in costume ride 
the Wonder Wheel free! 
Registration fee is two 
cans of cat or dog food.  
2 pm. Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel (W. 12th Street at 
the Boardwalk in Coney 
Island). 

OUTDOORS, DISCOVERY 
WALK: Roam the sandy 
shores with trained educa-
tors and learn about horse-
shoe crabs. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Plumb Beach Parking Lot 
(Belt Parkway and East Exit 
9B in Canarsie). 

FILM, “TRAPPED”: A collec-
tion of uncanny short fi lms, 
with music from Tropical 
Rock and an after-party. 
$15. 8 pm. Industry City 
Courtyard (Second Avenue 
between 36th and 37th 
streets in Sunset Park). 

SUN, JUNE 11
FUND-RAISER, BADASS 

BROOKLYN SUMMER 
FEST 2017: A fun street 
festival featuring 100+ 
adoptable dogs, as well 
as doggie kissing booth, 
dog agility course, puppy 
photo booth, beer spe-
cials, and more. Free. 1–5 
pm. (President Street be-
tween Third Avenue and 
Nevins Street in Gowanus), 
www.badassbrooklynani-
malrescue.com. 

MUSIC, FLATBUSH FEST 
UNITY FESTIVAL!: Enjoy 
great food, live music and 
dance performances, an 
African drum circle work-
shop, and activities for 
kids. Free. Noon–5 pm. 
PS 249 School yard [Rugby 
Road at Caton Avenue in 
Flatbush, (718) 282–8828], 
www.catonschool.com. 

MUSIC, GOOD WILL CON-

CERT: A free concert from 
blues and folk musician Pat 
Wictor. Free. 1:30 pm. Bay 
Ridge United Methodist 
Church [7420 Fourth Ave., 
through the garden gate, 
at 75th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(646) 824–5506]. 

THEATER, “DEMERARA 
GOLD”: A one-woman 
performance about young 
girl in Guyana who travels 
to the United States. $30 
($25 in advance). 6 pm. 
St. Stephens Church Hall 
(2608 Newkirk Ave. at E. 
26th Street in Flatbush), 
www.june11demgold.
eventbrite.com. 

THEATER, “RICHARD III”: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, June 
9. 

ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE 
SHOW: Join the Spring Car 
Show, displaying vintage, 
antique, classic, military, 
and custom cars. Free. 10 
am–4 pm. Floyd Bennet 
Field, Ryan Visitor Center 
[Flatbush Road between 
Belt Parkway and Avia-
tion Road in Marine Park, 
(718) 788–3400], clubs.
hemmings.com/brooklyn-
carclub. 

SPORTS, KAYAK POLO: Join 
the game! Your level of 
experience doesn’t matter. 
Free. 12:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Boathouse 
(End of Pineapple St. and 
Furman Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.bbpboat-
house.org. 

FILM, “OPERATION WED-
DING”: A screening of 
the documentary about a 
young Jewish dissidents 
plotting to hijack an empty 
plane and escape the 
USSR. $10. 6 pm. Shore-
front Y [3300 Coney Island 
Ave at Brighton Seventh 
Street in Brighton Beach, 
(718) 646–1444], www.
shorefronty.org. 

EQUALITY RALLY AND 
CANDLELIGHT VIGIL: 
Come together with mem-
bers of the gay, lesbian, 

Marky mark your calendar!: The New Kids on the Block (which 
has not actually included Mark Wahlberg since 1985) will 
dance onto the stage of Barclays Center as part of the Total 
Package Tour on June 27. Associated Press / Chris Pizzello 

Continued on page 38

Sea the art come to life: Thousands will dress up in their fanci-
est duds to march down Surf Avenue during the Coney Island 
Mermaid Parade on June 17. Norman Blake
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SUMMER MENU
OUT NOW

Booking Holiday Parties Now

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

 
 

Sunday hours are 2-8 Closed Monday 

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$29.75*$19.75 $24.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Delicious Dining for Dads & Grads

queer, female-identifi ed 
and gender-nonconform-
ing artists and fi lmmakers 
working in Brooklyn. Free 
with museum admission. 
11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm, and 8 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org.  

MUSIC, RODES ROLLINS: 
The Brooklyn singer-song-
writer performs at the Live 
at the Archway music se-
ries. With a pop-up art gal-
lery with work from Mela-
nie Hope Greenberg. Free. 
6 pm. The Archway Under 
The Manhattan Bridge 
[Water Street between 
Adams Street and Anchor-
age Place in Dumbo, (718) 
237–8700], www.dumbo.is. 

FUND-RAISER, 2017 COM-
MUNITY LEADERSHIP 
AWARDS AND GALA: 
The Brooklyn Community 
Pride Center hosts a gala 
honoring those who make 
a difference with a night 
of cocktails, dinner, music, 
and dancing! $175. 6:30 
pm. 26Bridge [26 Bridge 
St. between Plymouth and 
John streets in Dumbo, 
(347) 889–7719], lgbt-
brooklyn.org. 

DANCE, “TENDERIZER”: 

Continued from page 37 A mash-up of three new 
dance pieces by Sally 
Silvers and Dancers. 
$15–$25. 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

FRI, JUNE 16
ART, “NASTY STITCHES” 

OPENING RECEPTION: A 
group exhibition of politi-
cal fabric and embroidery 
art. Free. 6–9 pm. Victor + 
Mo (56 Bogart St. between 
Harrison Place and Grattan 
Street in Bushwick), www.
victorimo.com. 

COMEDY, LITERATI: Come-
dians in character perform 
hilarious readings of fake 
novels. With hosts Colin 
O’Brien and Michael Wolf. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

FILM, THE MARIBOR UPRIS-
INGS: In this interactive 
fi lm about a political upris-
ing in Slovenia, the audi-
ence decides the outcome 
of the fi lm. Followed a dis-
cussion with the directors. 
Free. 8 pm. Metro Tech 
Commons (5 MetroTech 
Center at Bridge Street in 
Downtown). 

MUSIC, LOFTOPERA STA-
BAT MATER: A staged 
performance of Pergolesi’s 
sacred composition, along 
with arias and chamber 
works by Vivaldi. $30. 8:30 
pm. The Muse [350 Mof-
fat St. between Irving and 
Knickerbocker avenues in 
Bushwick, (929) 400–1678], 
themusebrooklyn.com.

SAT, JUNE 17
MUSIC, SING-ALONG SHAB-

BAT: Experience Shabbat 
morning as a family with 
singing, guitar, and musical 
prayer. Free. 10:45 am. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Ave. between 80th 
and 81st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

MUSIC, CONEY ISLAND 
MERMAID PARADE: Join 
Queen Mermaid Debbie 
Harry and King Neptune 
Chris Stein, both of the 
band Blondie, for the 35th 
annual parade featuring 
marching bands, fl oats, 
and participants barely 
dressed as mermaids and 
sea creatures! Free. 1 pm. 
(W. 21st Street and Surf 
Avenue in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

COMEDY, “EARTHQUAKE 
AND FRIENDS FATHER’S 
DAY COMEDY SHOW”: 
Comedian Earthquake, 
known for playing Uncle 
Mike in “Everybody Hates 
Chris,” headlines a night 
of stand-up comedy. $54. 
8 pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com.
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We call our office State-of-the-Art Dentistry because we keep our technology 
and techniques up-to-date to provide you the best experience possible. 
We accommodate families of all ages with strict sterilization techniques.

JOSEPH LICHTER, DDS
1420 Ave. P, 2nd Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11229 

(Between East 14th and 15th)

 Fri. 8am–2pm

718.339.7878

�������	
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bleaching

15% off 15% off

FDNY tops NYPD in gridiron matchup
BY KYLE GORMAN

The clock stood at 00:00. The 
game was over. The crowd was 
shuffl ing out. The grass was 
shredded, some blades sprin-
kled with the blood and sweat 
of the players. New York’s Brav-
est and New York’s Finest had 
battled it out, hit and tackled 
and fought.

The FDNY gridders 
clinched a 24–21 comeback vic-
tory over their NYPD counter-
parts in the 45th Annual Fun 
City Bowl at MCU Park on June 
3, but even as the chants of “F-
D-N-Y!” fi lled the post-game 
air, the two teams quietly took 
to the 50-yard line. They lined 
up, face to face, and shook their 
brothers’ hands. Both teams 
then knelt shoulder-to-shoul-
der, knee-to-knee, and prayed. 
It was a prayer for men who 
risk their lives nearly every 
day, but spent this night play-
ing a game, putting on a show 
for their families and friends.

“It was exciting,” said Bob 
Clark, father of FDNY starting 
defensive back Thomas Clark. 
“I’m very proud, very proud.”

The two teams played for 
the right to move on to the Na-
tional Public Service Football 
League Championship, but this 
game was also about pride, and 
bragging rights.

Down 14 points, with less 
than a quarter and a half left to 
play, it seemed that the FDNY 
would come out on the losing 
end. But the Bravest squad re-
fused to back down, and with 
less than 20 minutes on the 
clock, the team’s defense held, 
and its offense came alive. 

Actually, the game had 
begun on a high note for the 
FDNY, as the NYPD squad com-
mitted the fi rst of many special 
team miscues.

With just over six minutes 
remaining in the fi rst period, 
an NYPD kick returner failed BRAVE CATCH: An FDNY player makes a catch during the football game against the NYPD at MCU Park on June 

3, when New York’s Bravest defeated New York’s Finest 24–21. Photo by Paul Martinka

BY MATT JOHN
Tim Tebow in a Brooklyn Cyclones 
uniform, smacking home runs over the 
right fi eld wall and patrolling the out-
fi eld at MCU Park? Fugheddaboudit!

Fans who were hoping to see the 
sometimes popular, sometimes po-
larizing former college football star 
turned professional baseball player 
join Brooklyn’s beloved Class A, short-
season New York–Penn League team 
this summer should prepare to be dis-
appointed: The Mets organization has 
announced that Tebow will remain 
with the Columbia Firefl ies in the 

Class A South Atlantic League for the 
remainder of their season.

“It would be more of a demotion 
rather than a promotion for him to 
come here,” said Cyclones’ spokesman 
Billy Harner. “With his age and the 
skill level that he showed playing in 
the extended spring training, playing 
in the Arizona fall league and the In-
structional league, I think (the Mets’) 
hope was to always start him with a 
full-season club.”

Tebow won the Heisman Trophy 
and a national championship during 
a standout collegiate career at the Uni-

versity of Florida. But after brief stints 
with the Denver Broncos and the New 
York Jets in the NFL, and as a college 
football analyst with ESPN, Tebow 
— who in 2005 had been an all-state 
baseball player as a junior at Allen 
D. Nease High School in Ponte Vedra, 
Fla. — expressed interest in playing 
major league baseball.

The Mets gave Tebow an opportu-
nity, signing him to a minor league 
contract on Sept. 8, 2016. Tebow was 
assigned to the Firefl ies, to start the 
season; he homered in his fi rst at-bat 

STAYING IN COLUMBIA: Tim Tebow will not 
be joining the Cyclones this summer, staying 
instead with the Mets’ minor league team in 
Columbia, S.C.   AP / John Bazemore

Continued on page 41

Continued on page 41

New Cyclones season, no Tebowmania

• ‘No one knew we were 
going to get this far. It 
was a great season.’

• ‘We know we’re 
going to work hard 
for next year.’

— Telecom senior Justin Garcia on the 
Yellowjackets’ showing in the semifinals.

— Xaverian coach Frank Del George on 
the Clippers’ outlook for next year.
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BY MATT JOHN
It could all start in Brook-
lyn.

The June 12 Major League 
Baseball draft is approach-
ing, bringing with it a new 
season of excitement to MCU 
Park in Coney Island.

Rookies taken in the draft 
often get their fi rst exposure 
with a lower-level minor 
league affi liate of the team 
that chooses them. If the 
Mets are fortunate enough 
to select the next superstar 
major leaguer, the Cyclones 
could be the fi rst team to 
witness his greatness.

As of June 5, the Mets 
had a 24–31 record, good 
enough for third in the Na-
tional League East, with 
room to improve. Latest sta-
tistics show the Mets rank-
ing 28th in the league in 
earned run average, with a 
4.81 mark, and 20th in the 
league in overall batting 
average, a clear indication 
they could use help on both 
sides of the fi eld. The big 
club fi nished the 2016 sea-
son with an 87–75 record, 
and will have the 20th pick 
overall in next week’s draft. 
Here are some of the young 
players they might choose:

Hitters:
Nick Pratto, fi rst base-

man, Huntington Beach 

High School: Many scouts 
believe the California na-
tive is the best hitter in the 
draft, and his added power 
has made him stand out,  
since he’s already shown 
that he has a feel around 
the plate. Pratto’s stock as 
a player is hurt by his lack 
of size compared to most 
major league fi rst basemen, 
but if he’s available at 20, it 
would be hard for the Mets 
to pass on him.

Logan Waymouth, 

shortstop, University 

of North Carolina: Way-
mouth is regarded as the top 

college prospect in the draft. 
He’s an all-around good 
player who doesn’t necessar-
ily have a skill that stands 
out, but also doesn’t have a 
noticeable fl aw in his game. 
He’s not the best athlete this 
draft has to provide, but he 
has great instincts as both a 
fi elder and a hitter.

Jo Adell, center fi elder, 

Ballard High School: The 
Kentucky native heads into 
the draft renowned for his 
speed and glove. His build 
and abilities have drawn 
comparisons to previous 
high major league draft 
picks Byron Buxton and 
Melvin Lynch Jr. Though 
his bat speed is impres-
sive, Ardell’s miscues at the 
plate have been a cause for 
concern.

Evan White, fi rst base-

man, University of Ken-

tucky: White is one of the 
most athletic fi rst baseman 
prospects in this draft, but 
odd in that he bats right-
handed but throws left-
handed. White has im-
proved his approach at the 
plate over the past few years 
and, given his athleticism, 
could spend some time in 
the outfi eld.

Austin Beck, out-

fi elder, North Davidson 

High School: A very in-
triguing prospect given his 
potential. Beck tore his an-
terior cruciate ligament and 
meniscus in his left knee 
last May, forcing him to 
miss the showcase circuit 
last summer and fall. This 
past spring, he displayed the 
all-around tools that make 
him a tantalizing prospect. 

Pitchers
Nate Pearson, right-

handed, Central Flor-

ida Junior College: Mets 
scouts attended his bullpen 
session, a clear indication 
he’s on the team’s radar. 

Mets’ draftee could 
fi nd home in Brooklyn

BY LAURA AMATO
Finally, the clock struck mid-
night.

The No. 14-ranked High 
School of Telecommunication 
Arts & Technology baseball 
team fell 3–2 in eight innings 
to James Monroe in the Public 
Schools Athletic League semi-
fi nals on June 3.

The Yellowjackets managed 
a late rally to tie the game in 
the bottom of the seventh in-
ning, but the Cinderella squad 
couldn’t muster one more up-
set. The team was disappointed 
with the fi nish, but still proud 
of an unexpected postseason 
run it hopes to build on in the 
future.

“We never knew this was 
going to happen at the begin-
ning of the year,” said senior 
left fi elder Justin Garcia. “The 
weather was bad, we weren’t 
that good, but as it progressed 
and the year went on, we got 
better and better. There was 
more competition and no one 
knew we were going to get this 
far. It was a great season for 
us.”

Telecom got on the board 
early, taking a one-run lead 
in the bottom of the second in-
ning, but Monroe tied the game 
in the fourth — on Miguelange 
Toribio’s run-scoring triple — 

and took a 2–1 lead in the fi fth. 
But that was all the Eagles could 
do, however, against Telecom 
starter Frank Campanelli. The 
senior lefthander kept the Yel-
lowjackets in the game, strik-
ing out nine batters in seven 
and one-third innings.

“Frank has been a master-
ful pitcher for four years in 
this program,” said Telecom 

coach Robert Calise. “He came 
through big in the playoffs as 
well and this game. I knew he 
was going to be the one who got 
the ball. He defi nitely showed it 
on the mound today.”

In the bottom of the seventh, 
Telecom took advantage of two 
Monroe errors to put Alexan-
der Cruzado on third with just 

LEADING THE TEAM: Telecom starter Frank Campanelli kept the Yel-
lowjackets in the game, striking out nine batters in seven and one-third 
innings. Photo by Sean Murphy

BY LAURA AMATO
Once again, their bats went si-
lent. 

The Xaverian baseball team 
dropped its second-straight 
shutout loss on June 5, falling 
2–0 to Monsignor McClancy 
in an elimination game of the 
Catholic High School Athletic 
Association “AA” playoffs. 

“All year that’s really been 
our issue,” said Clippers coach 
Frank Del George. “We just re-
ally didn’t hit this year. This 
team, for some reason, couldn’t 
put the bat on the ball when we 
had to put the bat on the ball.”

The Clippers struggled to 
fi nd any offensive momentum 
against McClancy ace Char-
lie Neuweiler. The Long Is-
land University-bound senior 
kept Xaverian on its heels all 
game long,  striking out seven 
and giving up just two hits in a 
complete-game effort. 

“We came out, we tried our 
best, but Charlie had his stuff 
today,” said senior left fi elder 
Xavier Vargas. “He had a bet-
ter game and he overpow-
ered us a little bit. Baseball is 
a game of inches, so whoever 
has their stuff that day, that’s 

who’s going to win. McClancy 
had the upper hand today.”

Xaverian (24–10) had 
chances to score, but they 
were few and far between. 
The Clippers worked a fi rst-
inning walk, but left the run-
ner stranded on second after 
McClancy worked a 6-3-5 dou-
ble play. Pasquale Coretto con-
nected on a leadoff single in the 
top of the third, but the Crusad-
ers then turned another double 
play, a 1-6-3 gem, to keep Xaver-
ian off the board. The Clippers 
didn’t connect on another hit 
for the rest of the game. 

“[Neuweiler is] a tremen-
dous pitcher and we knew it,” 
Del George said. “It just seems 
like we’ve faced him three 
times this year and he stuck it 
to us three times. He’s really, 
really good and our guys have 
a tough time swinging the bat 

Clippers can’t connect

NOTHING GOING: Xaverian’s Xavi-
er Vargas and the Clippers lineup 
struggled to fi nd a rhythm against 
McClancy’s Charlie Neuweiler on 
June 5.  File photo by William Thomas

Telecom can’t stage 
upset, falls in semis

Continued on page 41

Continued on page 41
Continued on page 41

PICK OF THE LITTER: The Mets have numerous talented players to 
choose from in the June 12 draft. File photo by Bess Adler
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BY MATT JOHN
Good season, bad day.

The Nazareth baseball 
squad lost 9–3 to LaSalle in 
the Catholic High School Ath-
letic Association “A” division 
championship game on June 
2, falling short of their cham-
pionship aspirations. The 
Kingsmen lost both games in 
the two-game series.

A terrifi c season didn’t 
end the way the team hoped 
it would, but there was no one 
in particular to blame; Naza-
reth just didn’t have it when 
it mattered the most.

“It just wasn’t our day,” 
said Nazareth coach Oggie 
Quiles. “The last two games 
weren’t our best, but we 
fought and we had to fi ght 
hard.”

Early-game fi elding mis-
cues cost Nazareth; the Car-
dinals didn’t get a single hit 
through the fi rst two innings, 
but three errors made by 
Kingsmen infi elders in the sec-
ond inning led to three runs 
for LaSalle, something Quiles 
mentioned after the game.

“The defense was a lit-
tle shabby,” the coach said. 
“You have to play defense to 
win.”

LaSalle scored two more 
runs on a double and sacri-
fi ce fl y in the top of the third 
inning, pushing the score to 
5–0.

The Kingsmen’s bats woke 
up in the bottom of the third, 
when a triple by centerfi elder 
Jordan Serrano knocked in 

leftfi elder Shamariah Mc-
Cullough to make the score 
5–1, but that would be the only 
run Nazareth would score un-
til the fi nal inning.

In the fi fth inning, La-
Salle’s batters continued to 
hit, knocking in three more 
runs to make the score 8–1. In 
the top of the seventh, Cardi-
nals third baseman Franklin 
Padilla smashed a triple to 
score leftfi elder Jimmy Mu-
niz to make the score 9–1.

The Kingsmen didn’t go 
down without a fi ght. In the 
bottom of the seventh and 
with the title in doubt, short-
stop-relief pitcher Nicholas 
Castell hit a triple to knock 
in catcher Mike Silva. Mc-
Cullough followed that up 
with a single to score Castell. 
But it was too little, too late; 
First baseman Andre West-

brooks struck swinging, and 
the Kingsmen’s season was 
over.

Nazareth won the title last 
season with a senior-heavy 
roster and had lost seven of 
its starters from last spring. 
This season ended in heart-
break, but Quiles was more 
than happy with his team’s 
performance overall, partic-
ularly after Nazareth’s strug-
gles earlier in the season.

“We struggled out of the 
gate a little bit and they 
fought to get here,” he said. 
“We won nine, 10 in a row to 
get here. I’m really proud of 
what they’ve done.”

“This group of seniors that 
we have here, this is their 
fourth [year] in the champi-
onship,” Quiles said. “I’m re-
ally proud of them for what 
they have done.”

Nazareth loses title game

SILVER LINING: The Nazareth baseball team came up short of repeat-
ing as city champs, but the team was still proud of its success this 
season.  Oggie Quiles

to call for a fair catch, muffi ng 
a punt and giving the FDNY 
the ball at the 10-yard line. The 
Bravest scored just three plays 
later, jumping out to an early 
lead.

The NYPD squad responded 
by moving effi ciently down the 
fi eld after starting at its 38-yard 
line. But then Detective Chris 
Feely fumbled just a few yards 
outside the end zone, and while 
the FDNY team could not take 
advantage of the turnover, it 
was a sign of miscues to come.

The NYPD took over the 
game in the second period, 
jumping out to a 21–7 lead on 
the strength of three touch-
down runs by NYPD Offi cer 
Enoch Thompson. But that’s as 
much as the Finest would get.

Staring at a two-touchdown 
defi cit, and having thrown a 
pair of interceptions, FDNY 
quarterback Ryan Davan 
guided his team 70 yards down 
the fi eld, consistently evading 
near sacks. FDNY running 
back Mike Seluzitsky capped 
the drive with a one-yard 
touchdown dive up the middle 
with less than fi ve minutes left 
in the third quarter.

After four drives that went 

nowhere, including a third in-
terception for Davan, the FDNY 
punted again, but for the third 
time in the evening, the NYPD 
returner muffed the punt. The 
Bravest recovered the ball, and 
Davan threw a 42-yard scoring 
strike that tied the game.

The Finest went nowhere on 
its next two drives, and punted 
back the Bravest with four 
minutes left in the game. The 
FDNY milked the clock as it 
marched toward the end zone.  
The Finest defense held, but 
with 1:59 left on the clock, the 
Bravest connected on a chip-
shot fi eld goal for its fi rst lead 
of the game. With a minute and 
a half left, the NYPD turned 
the ball over on downs, and the 
FDNY knelt away the victory. It 
was a tough loss for the NYPD, 
but fans of both sides enjoyed 
the game.

“It was exciting,” said Dawn 
Siragusa, whose son, Anthony 
Siragusa, played defensive 
back for the NYPD.

The Bravest will move on 
to the championship game 
— location and time to be an-
nounced — but players on both 
teams moved back to their day 
jobs: looking out for their fellow 
New Yorkers. Some played he-
roes on the fi eld that day; all re-
turned to being real-life heroes 
the following morning.

for the team, and has done 
enough to impress some in the 
Firefl y organization.

“From a work ethic stand-
point, you can see that he’s 
been improving since day 
one,” said Firefl ies’ president 
John Katz. “He hits the ball 
with power. He’s fun to watch, 
and the fans love it.”

Even if Tebow’s pilgrim-
age never takes him to Coney 
Island, the Cyclones brass 

says the team is still ready 
to rock as the 2017 season ap-
proaches.

“Every year is a fresh start 
and that’s always exciting for 
us,” said Harner. “We have a 
new manager in Edgardo Al-
fonzo, we’ll have new players 
on the fi eld, new promotions 
and giveaways for fans, new 
between-inning contests. We 
are looking forward to having 
another memorable summer 
at the ballpark and making 
new memories for everyone 
who attends a game this sea-
son.”

one out. Julian Juame drove 
Cruzado home with a single 
to left to tie the game, but the 
Yellowjackets left two runners 
stranded when Toribio made 
a diving catch in left fi eld for 
the fi nal out, forcing extra in-
nings.

“That’s what playoff base-
ball is all about,” Calise said. 
“That’s what makes the differ-
ence between winning and los-
ing when it comes to this level. 

It was a great catch, great play. 
It looked like it was going to 
go our way, but it bounced the 
other way.”

Two Telecom errors and a 
walk forced Campanelli from 
the mound, and Monroe seized 
the opportunity. Eagles senior 
Jason Pineda cracked a sacri-
fi ce fl y to center fi eld, scoring 
the go-ahead run and dashing 
the Yellowjackets’ hopes.

“We were here and fought 
hard, and the outcome wasn’t 
quite what we wanted,” Gar-
cia said.

Telecom had a fi nal chance 

— Aarron Rodriguez con-
nected on a one-out single — 
but Pineda then struck out 
the side and the Yellowjack-
ets could only watch their sea-
son come to an end. Even so, 
said the coach, just getting to 
the semifi nals was a victory, 
one that signals better days to 
come.

“I’m happy with the way 
these kids performed. Every 
day they worked hard,” Calise 
said. “And we’re going to take 
it to the max next year as well. 
Every year we’ll always be in 
the hunt.”

against him.”
Shamus Connolly did his 

best to keep his team in the 
game, also tossing a complete 
game and striking out six. 
The Crusaders, however, only 
needed a few at-bats to seize 
control. Eric Luebecke drove 
in the fi rst run in the bottom 
of the second, and padded the 
lead with a run-scoring infi eld 
single that barely squeaked 
through the gap between fi rst 
and second in the bottom of the 
sixth. 

Xaverian’s defense held, 
but the team had no answers 

at the plate.
“We just felt that there was 

a possibility that we were go-
ing to just break out,” Vargas 
said. “We said, ‘Just keep on 
playing defense, that’ll help us 
stay close in the game and we’ll 
have a chance of winning.’ ”

It’s a disappointing fi n-
ish for a Xaverian squad that 
clinched the regular-season 
Brooklyn-Queens title. Then 
the Clippers were shut out in 
back-to-back games, falling to 
Monsignor Farrell on June 4.

“It’s just our hitting and 
our base-running where we’ve 
got to get better,” Del George 
said. “Now that we know we’re 
going to work harder for next 
year.”

Continued from page 40 

TELECOM

Pearson has had his share 
of injuries since high school, 
but he was very durable for 
Central Florida, and consis-
tently threw 97 mile-per-hour 
fastballs this spring. His only 
drawback is that his slider 

and his curveball are woe-
fully inconsistent, but when 
they’re on at the same time, 
Pearson has shown that he 
can be invincible on the 
mound.

Griffi n Canning, right-

handed, UCLA: Canning 
isn’t the hardest throw-
ing pitcher in the draft, but 
his command of his pitches 

makes him a valuable pros-
pect. His fastball, slider, cur-
veball, and changeup are all 
very consistent and solid. 
His durability and accuracy 
throwing strikes make him 
a good commodity even if his 
ceiling’s not high. He might 
not be a future ace, scouts be-
lieve, but he is a pitcher that 
can fi t into a rotation.

Continued from page 39 

FOOTBALL

Continued from page 40 

XAVERIAN

Continued from page 39 

TEBOW

Continued from page 40 

DRAFT
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To 
advertise  

your 

SCHOOL or 
EDUCATION  
PROGRAM

call
718.260.2555
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Plus GET PRIORITY TREATMENT
IN OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 
1 credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase 
Option: Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$15402, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $1896/$9525, Explorer: $4536/$21665. Competitive Lease Conquest Cash 
available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

NO MATTER WHERE 
YOU PURCHASED IT!

WE SERVICE ALL FORD
& LINCOLN/MERCURY

VEHICLES

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on 
select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will 

qualify. Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

0% 60 Mos.
APR
Financing

Up
To

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$9,999!*

IN BROOKLYN

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,610, VIN#3FHR352727. Due at inception 
$5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title & MV 
fees add’l. Inc $2,500 Ford Factory Rebate. Expires 6/30/17.

$99
†

PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

EXPLORER 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $34,950. VIN#1FHGC74018. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 6/30/17.

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

3.7L Ecobost Engine, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and 
More! MSRP $27,405 VIN#1FH5236376 $5,769 Due 
at inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank 
fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 6/30/17. 

ESCAPE SE 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$139
†

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/
XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,385. 
VIN#1FHUD01962. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory 
Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 6/30/17.

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More! MSRP $31,535 VIN#2FHBB33478 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, 
$645 bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. 
Tax, title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $3,000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $1,500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 6/30/17. 

†

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$79PER
MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

6 Speed, 4 Cyl, P/S, P/L, A/C and Much More! MSRP $19,050. VIN#1FHL237987. $5,789 Due at Inception 
Inc: $5,065 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV 
fees addt’l. Expires 6/30/17.

2013 FORD ESCAPE   
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Blue, 
77K Mi, Stk#2257F  ......................... Buy For       

$9,999*

2012 TOYOTA CAMRY LE  
4Dr. Auto, Silver, P/S, P/B, A/C,
76K Mi, Stk#2248F  .......................Buy For         

$9,999*

2014 FORD FOCUS
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Red,
40K Mi, Stk#2206F  .................. Buy For         

$10,999*

2014 TOYOTA COROLLA  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Black,
16K Mi, Stk#2213F ................... Buy For         

$11,999*

2013 FORD EDGE SE
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, 
Blue, 47K Mi, Stk# 2253F  ............Buy For      

$11,999*

2014 HONDA ACCORD  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B,
30K Mi Stk#2230F  ...................... Buy For       

$13,995*

2013 CMAX SEL     
Auto, A/C, Red,
16K Mi, Stk#2199F   .....................Buy For       

$14,999*

2013 FORD EXPLORER    
Auto, Lthr, A/C, P/S, P/B, White, 
39K Mi, Stk#2256F ......................... Buy For       

$14,999*

2014 LINCOLN MKZ SEDAN    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C,
Moonroof. Stk#2156F. 59K Mi.  .......Buy For       

$15,995*

2014 FORD TAURUS LTD   
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Red,
33K Mi, Stk#9068F  ......................Buy For       

$16,495*

2013 FORD E350    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, 15 Passenger,
Auto, Black, 39K Mi, Stk#1927F  ........Buy For       

$16,999*

2015 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT     
Auto, White,
Only 40 Miles! Stk#4700 ..................Buy For       

$19,999*

2016 FORD TRANSIT 350    
Auto, White,
30K Mi, Stk#2077F  ......................Buy For       

$21,995*

2017 LINCOLN MKC    
Auto, Black,
19K Mi, Stk#2183F  .......................Buy For      

$24,995*

2016 FORD EXPEDITION XLT 4X4    
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Black,
36K mi, Stk#21182F....................... Buy For       

$34,995*
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