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FLOOD 
ALLEY 
Report: Coney Island 
no safer since Sandy 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The neighborhoods around 
Coney Island remain just 
as vulnerable now to cata-
strophic f looding as they 
were when Hurricane Sandy 
struck in 2012, according to 
a new study by the Water-
front Alliance. 

Coney Island, Brighton 
Beach, Manhattan Beach, 
and parts of Gravesend are 
the most at-risk neighbor-
hoods in the city to coastal 
f looding, with nearly 90,000 
people at risk of losing their 
homes when another super 
storm slams the city. The 
findings are a wake-up call 
for city, state, and federal of-
ficials who need to get crack-
ing before disaster strikes 
again, said the head of the 
group behind the report.

 “A lot of planning and 
thinking about protecting 
the neighborhood has hap-
pened but not much doing,” 
said Roland Lewis, president 

of the Waterfront Alliance. 
“Time is wasting. We need 
to take action. The area has 
the short end of the stick in 
a lot of ways.”  

 The Waterfront Alli-
ance’s released an interac-
tive “Harbor Scorecard”  
measuring flood risk, wa-
ter quality, and waterfront 
access of the city’s coastal 
communities. Researchers 
found that more than 174,000 
Brooklynites have a 50 per-
cent chance of a major f lood 
wrecking their homes by 
2060 — 80,900 of whom re-
side in Coney Island, Brigh-
ton Beach, and Gravesend.  
To make matters worse,  the 
report details that 57 mil-
lion gallons of raw sewage 
poured into the area’s water-
ways in 2015 through sewer 
outfalls  — much of which 
likely came from a Gra-
vesend apartment complex 
that the city discovered was 

Continued on page 12

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Just in time for beach sea-
son! 

Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Brighton Beach) 
picked up a hammer to help 
the Parks Department re-
place some old, hazardous 
wooden planks along the 
historic Riegelmann Board-
walk on June 9. The sec-
tion of the wooden pathway 
stretching from Coney Is-
land Avenue to Brighton 
Sixth Street had several un-
even planks and was an ac-

cident waiting to happen — 
but now its visitors won’t 
miss a step, said the pol, who 
was still wearing his dress 
shirt and tie.

“It’s been in horrible con-
dition, and I put a lot of pres-
sure on the Parks Depart-
ment, and I’m really happy 
that they came out to this 
part of the Boardwalk to do 
these much-needed renova-
tions,” said Deutsch. “This 
part of the Boardwalk is 
used by a lot of seniors, and 
we want people to come out 

to the Boardwalk and enjoy 
— not leave on stretchers. 
And today it was literally a 
step in the right direction.” 

The seaside pathway 
that extends from Brighton 
Beach to Sea Gate opened in 
1923 and is made up of about 
1.3 million wooden boards 
and 14 million screws, so 
the Parks Department often 
does routine maintenance 
work to tighten up some of 
the loose ends and ensure 
it’s safe for walkers, said a 

B’Beach Boardwalk repairs 

Continued on page 12

Bow-wow barbecue
Barbara Serrano and her pups Benji and Malibu scored third place for their grub-inspired costume in 
Deno’s Wonder Wheel’s Pet Costume Contest on June 10. For more on the fun, see page 6.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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BY MATT JOHN
It was Hogwarts near Hudson! 

Harry Potter fanatics and 
curious muggles descended on 
Brooklyn Bridge Park on Sat-
urday for a not-so-high-fl ying 
Major League Quidditch match 
between rival stick-wielding 
squads New York Titans and 
Boston Knight Riders. And 
while the out-of-towners swept 
the home team without using 
magical brooms, the match-up 
still dazzled, according to at-
tendees.

“Seeing the game, you get a 
sense of the wonder of it all,” 
said Titans manager Kerri 
Donnelly. “It’s a huge family, 
and once you’re a part of it, it’s 
part of your life forever.”

The co-ed sport of quid-
ditch, which was founded in 
2005 at Vermont’s Middlebury 
College, is  based off a game 
that wizards play in J.K. Rowl-
ing’s fi ctional book series .

But unlike Potter and pals, 
who compete while soaring 
above ground on brooms, the 
athletes on Major League 
Quidditch’s 16 teams play with 
both feet fi rmly planted, while 
holding a broom-like stick in 
their hands. 

The differences between 
the fantasy sport and how it 
is played in reality may seem 
stark to newcomers, but Don-
nelly said their game’s lack of 
magic is as noticeable as the 
young Potter when he puts on 
his invisibility cloak.  

“It’s become so much of our 
reality that we forget that it 
started from a fantasy,” she 
said. “You never even think 
about Harry Potter.” 

Fans who came out for 
the three-game series that 
marked Major League Quid-
ditch’s season opener watched 
as undefeated league champs, 
the Knight Riders, battled the 
Titans to catch the Golden 
Snitch — a person dressed in 
yellow shorts with a Velcro 
tail that, when removed, ends 

the match. 
But while fi ctional snitches 

elude wizards with lightening 
speed, major league snitches 
face their captors head-on, us-
ing brute force to fend them 
off.

“The danger that comes 
with it is part of the novelty,” 
said Chisa Egbelu, the desig-
nated snitch for the Boston-
New York match, who played 
the sport as a Rutgers Univer-
sity student.  

The visiting Knight Riders 
preserved their winning streak 
by sweeping the hometown Ti-
tans 3–0 in the match, but fans 
were none-the-less excited to 
have the sport of wizards fl y 
into the county of Kings.

“Even though these two 
teams are rivals, we all party 

and hang out with each other,” 
said Jagger Kugler, a specta-
tor and former Emerson Col-

lege quidditch athlete. “Every-
one loves each other. There’s a 
great community.”
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By Julianne Cuba

You’re just going to have to see it.
Two Tennessee-born artists 

have created a surreal trailer park 
as part of an art installation inside a giant 
Red Hook warehouse. “Grand Ole Opera,” 
now on display at Pioneer Works, features 
two art-filled trailers, a liquor-slinging 
biker bar, and a host of noise, rock, and 
metal bands playing concerts inside a 
re-purposed Christian revival tent. The 
installation uses Southern cliches and ele-
ments of the artists’ unique childhoods to 
discuss life in a little-regarded American 
sub-culture, said artist Willie Stewart, 
who was born into a matriarchal biker 
gang 30 miles outside of Nashville. 

“My work is basically a reflecting pool 
of my life, how I grew up. I had no male 
influence because all the men were in 
prison my entire life. If you see the works 
themselves — they are indicative of grow-

ing up in this weird shack that my family 
still lives in to this day,” said Stewart, who 
now lives in Connecticut. “The works I 
make are deeply genre-based, but deeply 
rooted in personal trauma to see if I can 
create a connection with me and other 
people — create a platform to just learn, or 
think, or discuss the South or growing up 
in a sub-culture.”

Willie Stewart and collaborator Brent 
Stewart — who are not related — pur-
chased two trailers on Craigslist and filled 
them with their art. Inside one trailer is a 
display of ouija boards, along with looping 
video works that include a computer-gen-
erated flame burning in front of a family 
photograph, and clips from werewolf and 
vampire movies. It all helps to evoke the 
world he grew up in, said Willie Stewart. 

“You walk into this space and then you 
see this trailer park, which is indicative of 
where I grew up, but where imagination was 

created for me to move outside of that world 
and create something utterly important,” he 
said. “My mother had a ouija board, I just 
remember we weren’t allowed to play with 
it. And the idea of magic and who believes 
it and who doesn’t believe in it.”

The dramatic space creates a surreal 
backdrop for the bands that will play during 
the exhibit’s run, said the show’s curator.

“It’s creating almost a cinematic 
landscape when you enter,” said Gabriel 
Florenz. “I always wanted to make an 
installation that was a performance set — 
what if we turned the entire installation 
into a concert venue?”

The exhibit will host eight concerts dur-
ing its run, featuring Angel Deradoorian, 
Lightning Bolt, Hank Wood and the 
Hammerheads, and Suicide Slide, among 
others. The bands are an audio extension of 
the visual art, said Florenz. 

“The music series is completely part 

of the installation,” he said. “We really 
thought of, let’s focus on metal noise 
music, punk, and rock which are dissident 
types of music.”

The installation is an overwhelming 
mish-mash of noise, imagery, and emotions 
— but that’s the point, said Stewart. 

“The trailers, the bar, and then all the 
artwork is just going, videos are just loop-
ing, you come and go on your own terms. 
When the installation is most activated, 
everything is happening, that full collision 
— I think that’s what creates this narrative 
arc,” he said. “What I love about it, it is 
confusing, it’s not something you see every 
day, it’s new.”

“Grand Ole Opera” at Pioneer Works 
(159 Pioneer St. between Conover and Van 
Brunt Streets in Red Hook, www.pioneer-
works.org). Exhibit open through July 30, 
Wed–Sat, noon–6 pm. Free. Concerts at 
various times, $15–$25.

Visit a surreal trailer park in Red Hook 
Outsider art

Trucked up: Willie Stewart and Brent Stewart — no relation — 
flank a glowing pickup truck in front of a stage with a video 
projection of a burning sun, all part of their art installation at Red 
Hook’s Pioneer Works through July 29.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell 

SHOOTIN’ HOOPS: (Above) New 
York Titan quidditch player Mo-
hammed Haggag winds up to throw 
the quaffl e through one of the 
Boston Knight Riders’ three hoops 
when the teams faced off on June 
10. (Right) Haggag eagerly runs to 
pick up the quaffl e. 
 Photos by Jason Speakman

CLEAN SWEEP! 
Bostonians defeat New Yorkers in quidditch match at B’Bridge Park
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Borough President Adams has 
been banned for life from the 
Sunset Park Puerto Rican Day 
Parade after pulling out of a 
town hall organizers asked he 
attend as a condition of walk-
ing in the march — but the 
Beep’s offi ce said they only re-
ceived an invite to the forum 
two days before the parade 
and never committed to the 
town hall.

 Organizers say they wel-
comed Adams to the June 11 
parade as long as he agreed 
to join other marching politi-
cians for a Sunset Park town 
hall on  “broken-windows” po-
licing  later this month. But 
the morning after the march 
a rep told organizers that the 
pol will not attend the June 
30 forum, according to parade 
honchos who feel the move is a 
slap in the face.

“I was in shock when I got 
the call that he won’t attend 
the town hall with no expla-
nation — the day after our pa-
rade,” said Dennis Flores, the 
parade’s lead organizer with 
community-activist group El 
Grito of Sunset Park. “That’s 
disrespectful to us and shows 
that they don’t care about 
what we’re trying to do for our 
community. They just see us 
as a photo op.”

 Adams has walked in the 
Sunset Park parade since it 
began in 2015 and — accord-
ing to Flores — agreed to at-
tend the June 30 town hall 
earlier this month. But the 
morning after the Fifth Ave-
nue march from 59th Street to 
Sunset Park proper, Flores re-
ceived a call from the Brook-
lyn commander-in-chief’s of-
fi ce saying that Adams will 
not attend the meeting, which 
prompted more than a dozen 
parade committee members to 
boot the Beep from the parade 
for the rest of his natural life, 
said Flores. 

 But it was never commu-
nicated to Adams’s offi ce that 
organizers were looking for a 
commitment from pols to par-
ticipate in the forum in order 
to be a part of the parade — 
and the town hall invite was 
only received two days before 
the parade, said the borough 
president’s director of com-
munications. 

 “First of all, the invitation 
to the town hall came to our 
offi ce on Friday,” said Stefan 
Ringel. “There was no agree-
ment to come to the town hall 
regarding attendance in the 
parade or any other matter. 
The borough president wanted 
to attend the town hall, unfor-
tunately, there were several 
events that were confl icting 
on his calendar.” 

 Others feel the Beep — a 
former police offi cer  who has 
spoken in favor of broken-win-
dows strategy in the past  — is 
trying to get out of making an 
appearance at the town hall, 
and speaks to a larger issue of 
politicians taking advantage 
of community celebrations, 
said an organizer behind the 
forum. 

 “He’s trying to wiggle out 
of it, and that to me is symbolic 
of the problem of our political 
system,” said Josmar Tru-
jillo, part of the Coalition to 
End Broken Windows, which 
is helping to plan the Sunset 
Park forum. “Elected offi cials 
want to be a part of the glam-
orous side of things, but don’t 
want to deal with the commu-
nity in a way that is serious.” 

 Parade organizers found 
the news particularly upset-
ting after they spotted the 

New York Police Department 
marching band and Adams 
hanging around the start of 
the parade when they were set 
to march farther back, said 
Flores. 

 “We have a set way of who 
goes fi rst in the parade and out 
of nowhere the NYPD march-
ing band show up at the front 
and then I see Eric Adams, 
and if I wasn’t there to push 
them back they would have 
just started the parade,” said 
Flores. “And then this hap-
pened. It’s disrespectful.”  

 But Ringel rejected plan-
ners’ claims that Adams was 
trying to muscle his way to 
the start.

 “That did not happen,” he 
said.

Nonetheless, on top of the 
life-time ban, the livid locals 
have decided to return a proc-
lamation commending the pa-
rade that was given to Flores 
by a Beep staffer, he said.

 “How do you recognize our 
accomplishment if you com-
mit yourself to having a dia-
logue on police community re-
lations and then you don’t hold 
up your end of the bargain?” 
said Flores. “We don’t want 
it. We’re going to send it back. 
And we don’t want him in our 
parade.”

BANNED: Organizers with the Sunset Park Puerto Rican Day Parade 
banned Borough President Adams from future processions after he 
pulled out of a town hall they say he agreed to attend in order to partici-
pate in the march.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

SHE’S A GRAD AGAIN: Hillary Clinton speaks to the graduating class 
of Medgar Evers College at Barclay’s Center on June 8. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Civil righteous

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
She may have lost, but she 
found her voice. 

Hillary Clinton implored 
graduates of Medgar Evers 
College to exercise their right 
that the university’s name-
sake civil rights activist died 
to achieve in a commence-
ment address on June 8 at 
Barclays Center.  

“Previous generations 
may have begun the struggle 
for voting rights, but I’ll tell 
that you none of our struggles 
are over,” she said. 

“All the speaking out 
and protesting doesn’t mean 
much if you don’t help choose 
the elected offi cials who have 
the ability to shape your 
world.”

The former First Lady 
and U.S. Secretary of State 
praised diversity in her ad-
dress to students of the histor-
ically black college, throwing 
a not-so-subtle barb at Presi-
dent Trump days after he re-
quested that the U.S. Supreme 
Court enact his  controversial 
travel ban  on citizens from 
six Muslim-majority nations 
entering the country. 

“You come from 94 coun-
tries and speak 44 languages 
— you embody what makes 
New York and America great 
already,” said Clinton.

She invoked a graduate of 
Yemeni descent who gradu-
ated with honors as the type 
of hard-working person who 
would be discriminated 
against by the polarizing or-
der.

“He came to this country 
to work in a deli across the 
street from Medgar Evers Col-
lege, and he made sandwiches 
for students and professors,” 
she said. “Today he is gradu-

ating with honors and I’m cer-
tainly glad he wasn’t banned 
from America.” 

Clinton,  who visited the 
Crown Heights school named 
for slain activist Medgar 
Evers during her primary 
campaign last April,  urged 
the crowd to persevere in the 
face of adversity, citing her 
loss to Trump in last year’s 
presidential election and the 
hardships that Evers’s widow, 
Myrlie Evers-Williams, faced 
after his death. 

“I’ve had a few setbacks 
in my own life, and losing an 
election is devastating espe-
cially considering who I lost 
to,” she said. “But that pales 
in comparison to what Myr-
lie went through, and frankly 
what a lot of people go through 
today.”

Evers, a civil rights activ-
ist who fought against seg-
regation at the University of 
Mississippi, was assassinated 
in 1963 by a white suprema-
cist who was not tried for the 
crime until 1994.   

Borough President Ad-
ams joined Clinton at the 
university’s 46th commence-
ment, and did not resist his 
own opportunity to rail 
against adversity, or Trump, 
in a speech. 

“Don’t think for one mo-
ment there are not going to be 
days when you feel like you 
don’t want to get out of bed,” 
he said. 

“Don’t think that some 
chump like Trump is going 
to take away your ability to 
be the president of the United 
States. You got to get up.” 

The City University of 
New York chancellor awarded 
Clinton with an honorary de-
gree following her address.

BEEP BANNED
Borough President Adams barred for life 

from Sunset Park Puerto Rican Day Parade 

Hil urges voting, praises diversity 
in address to Medgar Evers grads
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BY MATT JOHN
Call it an insta-scam. 

Crafty cons have cooked up 
a scheme called “virtual kid-
napping” in which they pull 
personal information from 
victims’ Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram accounts — in-
cluding names of friends and 
family, and places their tar-
gets live and visit — to dupe 
them into forking over dough 
in exchange for a loved one’s 
safety.  

And I was the target of one 
of the pitiful plots. 

Two weeks ago, I got a 
phone call from a number with 
an area code that I recognized, 
so I picked up. 

The caller told me that he 
had my mother locked in his at-
tic because she allegedly hit his 
nephew with her car, and sent 
him to the emergency room. 

He said that he didn’t want 
any trouble — but that he 
would kill my mom unless 
I paid him $922 to cover the 
medical bills.

He briefl y put my crying 
“mother” on the phone, insin-

uated that she would end up in 
the morgue if I didn’t pay up, 
and told me not to tell anyone 
about the situation. 

For a minute or so, I actu-
ally believed she was in mor-
tal danger.

But as I continued talking 
to the lowlife, I began to real-
ize I might be the victim of a 
scam. 

He refused to let me speak 
to my mother again, and when 
I asked him to describe her to 
me, he changed the subject by 
repeating his threats.  

I hung up, and as I thought 
more about what just hap-
pened, I started to see holes in 
the con’s story. 

My father and grandfather 
are much wealthier than I, so 
it made no sense that my mom 
would give him my number in-
stead of theirs. 

And the ransom he de-
manded was not high at all — 
certainly a sum my mother 
could pay if he really wanted it. 

I confi rmed I was being 
conned minutes later, when I 
got in touch with my mom at 

her workplace. 
My gullbility left me feel-

ing pretty stupid. 
But I was shocked by how the 

con used relevant information 
— including the phone number 
he called from and the state my 
mom lives in — to manipulate 
my emotions and instill fear. 

Sure, I fi gured it out even-
tually. But until I did the situ-
ation was terrifying.

I talked to a few police offi -
cers and researched other vir-
tual kidnapping incidents af-
ter the fact, and here are some 
steps to prevent it from happen-
ing to you: 

• Put your number on the 
“do not call” list so strangers 
can not access it.

• If someone calls claiming 
to have your relative, keep the 
person on the phone, and con-
tact the police.

• Ask the caller to talk to 
your relative, or to describe 
him or her — if the caller re-
fuses to do either, chances are 
it is a scam.

The lengths cons will go 
to deceive their targets is 

sickening. 
I don’t know how the man 

got my number and I don’t 
know what else he knows 

about me.
But I do know his biggest 

mistake — trying to con a re-
porter. 

SOCIAL SWINDLE

SWINDLED: Our reporter was the target of a “virtual kidnapping” scam 
by a con who demanded hundreds of dollars in exchange for his mother’s 
safety.  Community News Group / Anthony Rotunno

Our intern a victim of ‘virtual kidnapping’
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The whole competition went 
to the dogs — but that was the 
plan!

 A pack of two dozen pam-
pered pups strutted their stuff 
at the seventh-annual Pet 
Day at Deno’s Wonder Wheel 
Park and Pet Costume Con-
test on June 10. Dapper dog-
gies donned elaborate looks 
inspired by the People’s Play-

ground, but in the end it was 
a classic tropical get up of Ha-
waiian shirts and hula skirts 
that took the crown. 

 “We went all out. I got my 
boyfriend and I matching Ha-
waiian outfi ts and then I found 
matching Hawaiian shirts for 
the dogs,” said Cree Carrico, 
who won fi rst place along with 
her parent’s pups — Faelan 
the Pomeranian and a Mal-

tese aptly named Falcon. “Just 
thought it would be a silly, fun 
thing to do. I’m still kind of 
shocked we won.” 

 The Carrico’s snagged a 
season pass for Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel Park and an $150 gift 
certifi cate to Petco for their 
creativity. 

 Other fl uff balls squeezed 
into mermaid costumes, 
strapped on a set of wings, and 

fi guratively and literally be-
came hot dogs under the swel-
tering Boardwalk sun. 

 Second prize went to the 
fantastical duo 12-year-old Ma-
son Leibowitz dressed as a wolf 

with her garden fairy sidekick, 
Chuchi the chihuahua. And 
third place went to a costume 
inspired by trips to the People’s 
Playground as a youngster, 

Ruff competition! 
BEST IN SHOW:  (Left) This trio of beach bums and their, left to right, ter-
rier Pete, Pomeranian Faelan, and Maltese Falcon took fi rst place for their 
matching duds. (Above) Mason Leibowitz and Chuchi went for a whimsi-
cal look, dressing as a wolf and garden fairy.  Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

Dolled-up doggies compete in Coney costume contest

Continued on page 18
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When you enroll into our UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete (HMO SNP) plan, you can enjoy benefits like:

Combine your doctor, hospital and 
prescription drug coverage into one plan  
for a $0 plan premium.*

Gym Membership: Fitness at  
no additional cost to you.

Health Products: Up to $1296 in credits 
annually to buy things you may need.

Dental Coverage: $2500 toward 
comprehensive services.

Up to 12 visits per year to in-network 
Acupuncturists, $5 copayment per visit.

Transportation Assistance: Up to  
48 one-way rides every year.

We can help you to save Medicare Part B premium if you are qualified for Medicare Savings Program (MSP).  
Other social services programs are available.

Call today for more information.
1-855-503-5212, TTY 711
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. local time, 7 days a week

*You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium, if not otherwise paid for under Medicaid or by another third 
party. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare 
Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the 
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Assistance from the State and Medicare. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan 
for more information. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/ 
co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary 
based on the level of Extra Help you receive.  Please contact the plan for further details
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IS PUT ON YOUR  
DEBIT CARD EACH

MONTH

$108
CREDIT Get all the benefits you deserve.

If you have both Medicaid and Medicare Parts A and B, you  
could GET MORE BENEFITS than Original Medicare and Medicaid. 
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63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

In plain sight 
Cops arrested a man for stealing 

sunglasses and electronics from a 
car in a Hendrickson Street drive-
way on June 8. 

The owner told police that he saw 
someone breaking into both of his 
vehicles at his home near Avenue 
V around 10 pm, taking off with his 
shades and an unknown number of 
televisions. 

Offi cers searched the area and 
arrested their suspect around 10:19 
pm at his home just a few blocks 
away, according to the report.

Phantom break-in
Some nogoodnik broke into a car 

parked on E. 64th Street sometime 
overnight on June 10.

The victim told cops that she 
parked her vehicle near Strickland 
Avenue around 11:30 pm. The next 
day around 9:30 am, she discovered 
her designer handbag, two pairs of 
sunglasses, and a credit card miss-
ing from her vehicle, according to 
police. 

Cops said that no damage 
was done to the car, indicating a 
break-in, according to the report.

Lost and stolen
A fraudster attempted to use a 

lost debit card at an Avenue U de-
partment store sometime between 
June 3 and 5.

The money-pocket’s owner told 
cops that she was shopping at the 
store near E. 55th Street on June 3 
around 8 pm when she left her wal-
let on the store counter. 

The next day she realized that 
she left her wallet there and noticed 
that someone was blocked from at-
tempting to make a purchase using 
one of her debit cards, according to 
the report. 

Laundro-snatch! 
Someone snatched a purse from 

a Utica Avenue laundromat on June 
5.

The victim told police that she 
was at the location near Glenwood 
Road around 1:30 pm and left her 
bag at a table to refi ll her dryer. 
When she returned minutes later, 
her pocketbook was gone.

Her bag contained her credit 
card, identifi cation card, and an in-
surance card, according to the re-
port.

Inside job
Cops busted a pharmacist who 

they say falsifi ed prescriptions at a 
Kings Highway pharmacy on June 
8.

Police said the suspect altered 
the prescriptions at the drugstore 
near Glenwood Avenue in Decem-

ber to receive two shipments of Oxy-
codone, and only entered half of the 
shipments into the pharmacy’s sys-
tem, according to the report. 

Cops also said that four bottles of 
the drugs were not in the pharma-
cy’s system, which the suspect alleg-
edly took to distribute, according to 
the report. 

Police arrested the man at his 
home, according to the report. 
 — Alexandra Simon

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Stranger strangler
Police arrested a man who broke 

into a woman’s Bay 19th Street 
apartment on June 4 and choked 
her. 

The woman told police that the 
man entered her apartment between 
86th Street and Benson Avenue at 
8 pm without her permission and 
charged at her. He grabbed her by 
the neck and squeezed to the point 
where the woman became dizzy and 
could barely breath, according to a 
police report. 

But she somehow manged to 
break free and phoned police, who 
sped over and arrested the man, of-
fi cials said. 

Scar face 
A goon slashed a man across 

the face on New Utrecht Avenue on 
June 8.

The pair got into an argument 
between 62nd and 63rd streets at 1 
pm, said police. 

But things took a violent turn 
when the baddie brandished a knife 
and sliced the man across the face, 
offi cials said.

Waking nightmare
A thief crept into a man’s Benson 

Avenue home on June 4 while he 
was sleeping on the couch and took 
his cellphone. 

The victim told police that he was 
napping on his sofa in his apartment 
between Bay 20th Street and 19th 
Avenue at 1 pm. But as he caught 
some shut-eye, a sneaky thief en-
tered the pad through an open win-
dow in the back of the apartment, 
according to footage captured on se-
curity camera. 

When the victim awoke, his cell, 
which was left charging beside the 
couch, was gone, said police.

Ambush
A trio of teens ambushed a 

woman on 21st Avenue on June 7.
The woman told police that she 

had just stepped off the bus near 
Bath Avenue at 4 pm when the de-
linquents snatched her backpack, 
glasses, and grabbed at her clothes. 
A scuffl e ensued and the woman in-
jured her knee, according to a police 
report. 

But the baddies managed to fl ee 
with the goods, offi cials said. 

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Bottle bash
Two cretins smashed a bottle 

over a man’s head on W. 23rd Street 
on June 8. 

The victim told police that he 
was walking between Mermaid and 
Surf avenues at 10:30 am when he 
stumbled into two men. The trio ar-
gued and the scuffl e turned violent 
when the goons started punching 
and slapping the man in the head 
and the chest, according to a police 
report. 

One brute grabbed a bottle off 
the street and smashed it over the 
man’s head before the dastardly duo 
fl ed the scene, offi cials said.

Careless cad
Cops cuffed a man who they say 

punched a woman in the face on W. 
33rd Street on June 3. 

The woman was walking be-
tween Mermaid and Surf avenues 
at 3:30 pm when the man suddenly 
slugged her in the mouth, according 
to a police report. 

The blow caused swelling to the 
left side of the woman’s face, offi -
cials said. 

Police nabbed the man after the 
woman recognized him as a regular 
at her local pharmacy and arrested 
him based on an existing complaint, 
authorities said.

Pull over
Police arrested a man who went 

bananas after police pulled his car 
over on W. 23rd Street on June 10.

Offi cers spotted the black Audi 
near Mermaid Avenue at 2 pm 
and noticed it was missing licence 
plates, authorities said. 

But after the driver pulled over, 
he darted out of the car, yelling at 
police and ignoring multiple com-

mands to stop, offi cials said. 
The man has nearly 30 prior ar-

rests, including 11 drug-related 
charges, according to a police re-
port. 

Brutal bandit
A baddie busted into a woman’s 

W. 15th Street home on June 11 and 
tossed the place.

The prowler grabbed a fi re extin-
guisher and smashed the lock on the 
apartment between Hart Place and 
Neptune Avenue at noon, according 
to a police report. 

The marauder trashed the apart-
ment, and grabbed a diamond ring 
and bracelet before fl eeing the 
scene, said police.

— Caroline Spivack

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Borrowed bike
A crook stole a guy’s bike right 

out from under him on Avenue W on 
June 10, police said.

The guy was riding his So Cal 
Flyer-brand bicycle near E. 23rd 
Street at about 8 pm when the bad-
die came up to him from behind on 
his own bike and grabbed the vic-
tim’s back tire, forcing him to hop 
off, offi cials said. 

The punk gave the guy his num-
ber and told him he’d have to buy his 
own two-wheeler back from him, ac-
cording to authorities. The nogood-
nik fl ed and the victim ran home, 
police said. 

Break-in
Some jerk broke into a guy’s 

home on Quentin Road sometime 
overnight on June 4, police said. 

The homeowner realized his 
back door near Stuart Street had 
been broken sometime between a 
little before midnight and noon the 
next day, offi cials said. No property 
was stolen, according to authori-
ties. 

Shattered glass
A lout chucked a brick through a 

window of a McDonald Avenue store 
sometime overnight on June 6 and 
stole cash and shoes, police said.

The cur hurled the brick through 
the store’s glass window near Ave-
nue S sometime between 9 pm and 
2:43 am, offi cials said. The baddie 
then entered the store and swiped 
the cash register with $300 in it, 
plus a pair of insulated boots and 
Kedi-brand sneakers, according to 
authorities. 

The malefactor fl ed, but the store 
owner has video footage, according 
to authorities.  — Julianne Cuba
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We’ll be here 
tomorrow.

Sign up 
today.

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

During uncertain times, it’s good to know that our staff is 
culturally sensitive, fl uent in more than 40 languages and 
ready to serve over half a million members with a robust 

network of primary care doctors and specialists. We’re here 
today and we’ll be by your side tomorrow. Let’s plan ahead.
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BY LAUREN GILL
It was a dog’s day out!

Hundreds of people fl ooded 
a Gowanus street with their 
four-legged friends on June 11 
for a bash where pups mixed, 
mingled, and made kissy faces 
in a doggy smooching booth 
— marking a record crowd for 
the pooch block party, which 
offered Kings County canines 
a chance to play outside a dog 
park, according to humans 
who attended.   

“Graham is super social so 

he got to see a bunch of other 
dogs,” said Gowanus resident 
Lizzy Creason, who brought 
her 1-year-old chihuahua to 
Summerfest on President 
Street.

Pooches that sat and stayed 
at the bash posed for photos, 
splashed in pools, and slurped 
up poochtinis, cocktails from 
hamburger joint Shake Shack 
made with milk-free custard 
and topped with bones. But 
not Graham, who found the 
frozen treat unpalatable.

“He didn’t like it,” Crea-
son said. “He hasn’t eaten any-
thing cold before, so he wasn’t 
interested.”

The event was hosted by 
Brooklyn’s Badass Animal 
Rescue, which saves dogs like 
Graham — who Creason ad-
opted last year — from high-
kill rural shelters. 

Eleven pooches found for-
ever homes at the fi fth annual 
party, with nearly a dozen 
more adoptions pending, ac-
cording to the organizers.

Pups party in Gowanus

MINGLING MUTTS: (Above) Ginger mans the doggie kissing booth at 
Summerfest. (Center) Adorable bulldog Betty Davis was looking for her 
forever home. (Left) Instagram star Bodhi fl aunted his stylish sweater.
 Photos by Jason Speakman
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J O I N  U S  F O R  O U R

R E G I S T E R E D  N U R S E S  C A R E E R  D AY !

Saturday, June 24, 2017
10 AM - 1 PM

95-25 Queens Boulevard
Rego Park, NY 11374

Seeking
Licensed
RNs
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without regard to their race, gender, color, religion, sexual orientation, national 

origin, age, physical or mental disability, citizenship status, veteran status,  
or any other characteristic prohibited by state or local law. EOE.

Be part of Fidelis Care’s growth in New York City, and 
across New York State! 
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is the heart and soul of everything we do. 

With opportunities for collaboration as part of 
a dedicated team, personal and career growth, 
great work-life balance with many weekday 
schedules from 8:30 AM to 5 PM, and a competitive 
compensation package, Fidelis Care is the place to 
be for clinical careers.
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Please bring copies of your resume.
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Contact Amy DeLeon to learn more: (516) 500-6641   
Amarilis.DeLeon@mynycb.com • NMLS #7982
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spokeswoman for the agency.  
And many visitors had been wor-

ried about the trip-prone planks, so it 
was good to start fi xing some of them 
ahead of the busy beach season, said 
the director of the neighborhood’s 
business improvement district.

“I believe safety is very, very im-
portant, and I commend Councilman 
Deutsch who was able to get Parks 
to start this necessary work,” said 
Yelena Makhnin. “Many people are 
complaining, and we want people to 
come and especially during the sum-
mer season, that’s one of the biggest 
attractions.  We want people to enjoy 
their trip to Brighton and not be wor-
ried about broken arms.”

Continued from page 1 

BOARDWALK

illegally dumping 200,000 gallons 
of waste per day into Coney Island 
Creek. And  the water’s poop levels 
have only gone up since then . 

These are the same fecal-fouled 
waters that will pour into residents 
homes and businesses when the 
next super storm hits. And of the 325 
Brooklyn properties noted as par-
ticularly vulnerable to contamina-
tion via f looding, more than 100 are 
located on and near the peninsula. 

It’s a sobering reminder that the 
authorities need to spend less time 
and energy studying flood mitiga-
tion plans and put more into actu-
ally constructing some protections, 
said one community activist. 

“It’s five years since Sandy and 
we basically have nothing to show. 
Doesn’t anyone say, ‘This is ridicu-
lous, something is wrong here?’ ” 

said Brighton Beacher Ida Sanoff, 
who is the executive director of the 
Natural Resources Protective Asso-
ciation. “It’s like we go to all these 
public meetings, we testify, and 
nothing gets done. Yet the city pours 
money into booklets that tell us to 
grab our stuff and run for our lives 
if there’s a f lood. It’s insane.”

The Economic Development Cor-
poration spent years studying the 
feasibility of various ways to miti-
gate f looding in the area and last 
summer announced  plans to build 
a natural f lood barrier along Coney 
Island Creek , which would comple-
ment other projects for the area in-
cluding  a controversial plan to build 
a f lood gate across the mouth of the 
creek near W. 23rd Street . 

But the gate could just be another 
pipe dream  now that the Army Corps 
of Engineers revealed that funds 
have dried up for its multi-billion-
dollar coastal storm barrier project , 
which included the massive gate. 

FLOOD ZONE: Several Southern Brooklyn neighborhoods are just as vulnerable to cata-
strophic fl ooding now as they were during Hurricane Sandy.  File photo by Paul Martinka

Continued from page 1 

FLOODS

HARD AT WORK: Councilman Chaim Deutsch hammers in a few nails to replace old 
boards along the Brighton Beach Boardwalk.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 
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Still Jewish Family owned
and Independently operated

We are pleased to announce that PARKSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC 
has relocated it’s funeral home to 

1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY (1 block from Kings Highway)

Our Helpful and experienced staff remains the same

Our telephone number remains the same

718-338-1500
Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

41stANNUAL BRIGHTON
JUBILEE

Presented by THE BRIGHTON NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27TH, 2017
10:00 am to 6:00 pm (RAIN OR SHINE)

Along Brighton Beach Avenue, Brooklyn NY
from Corbin Place to Coney Island Ave 

turning down towards the beach.

Vendors and Sponsors
Welcome!!

                    Vendors must have a valid:
Temporary Street Fair Vendor Permit from the 

Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) or 
Temporary Food Service Establishment Permit 

(Street Fair) from the Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)

10x10 Curb and 20x10 Middle Isle 
Spaces Available

LOTS OF GREAT OPPORTUNITIES TO 
MAKE MONEY AND PROMOTE YOUR 

PRODUCT OR SERVICES!

OVER 125,000 PEOPLE ATTEND EACH YEAR. 
BECOME PART OF A

“BROOKLYN TRADITION”!

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL (718) 891-0800
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Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/health and   
search “high blood pressure”.

Get your blood pressure checked regularly at your  
neighborhood pharmacy or doctor.  

High blood pressure doesn’t usually have noticeable symptoms.  
If uncontrolled, it can lead to heart attack and stroke.   

1 IN 4 NEW YORKERS  
HAS  HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE.

ARE YOU ONE OF THEM?

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It was a magical world! 

 Pint-sized actors from PS 
52 transported the audience 
to the exotic, fi ctional city of 
Agrabah during their pro-
duction of the Disney musi-
cal “Aladdin” on June 9. The 
future Broadway stars also 
helped design the set and the 
costumes, and made sure ev-
erything went on without a 
hitch from the moment the 
curtains went up — they all 
really shined on stage, said 

the show’s director.
 “It was awesome, the kids 

were all really fantastic. They 
really built the production 
from the ground up,” said 
Naomi Avadanei, who worked 
with the school’s arts depart-
ment to put on the show. “It’s 
all in the hands of the stu-
dents, so it really becomes 
their production. They were 
fantastic, they truly brought 
the community together and 
blew everyone away.”

 The Sheepshead Bay el-

ementary school won the Dis-
ney Musicals in School contest 
last year, which offers support 
and assistance to schools cre-
ating musical theater pro-
grams. The three-year grant 
also helps budding thespian 
teachers by providing profes-
sional development through 
Disney teaching artists.  Last 
year, the third-through-fi fth 
graders did an excellent job 
in “The Lion King,”  and this 
year wowed the audience with 

PS 52 kids dazzle in ‘Aladdin’ 

LIKE MAGIC: (Above) Fourth-grader Eva Occhiogrosso belts out a song 
as Princess Jasmine. (Center) Jafar and the parrot Iago plot their nefari-
ous schemes. (Far left) The kids wowed the audience with their perfor-
mance.  Photos by Sean MurphyContinued on page 18
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Mayor Bill de Blasio’s hous-
ing policies have been more about 
politics than substance. When you 
separate the myths from the facts, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s affordable 
housing plan is filled with politi-
cally driven, re-election gimmicks 
that are failing tenants most in 
need.

 Consider that 168,000 wealthy 
tenants with annual incomes of 
$100,000-plus occupy nearly 20% 
of all rent-regulated apartments 
– while 172,000 poor households 
with annual incomes of less than 
$25,000 can’t get the affordable 
housing they need. So who are de 
Blasio and the so-called tenant ad-
vocates really protecting?

 Even the Metropolitan Coun-
cil on Housing says that de Bla-
sio’s housing program will yield 
a grossly inadequate amount of 
housing for the people who need 
it most.

 The Mayor claims that keep-
ing New Yorkers in their homes 

has been his top priority, and that 
his rent freeze program accom-
plishes that. The numbers tell a 
very different story.

 De Blasio’s rent freeze pro-
gram and policies have produced 
the highest homeless levels in New 
York City since The Great Depres-
sion – with 61,935 New Yorkers, 
of which 23,445 are children, cur-
rently in the city’s shelter system.

 Affordability for All, a coali-
tion of tenant groups, says at a 
time of record homelessness, de 

Blasio’s self-congratulatory vic-
tory lap on affordable housing is 
offensive and wrong.

 De Blasio and other politicians 
like State Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie say that rents need to be 
kept affordable or families will be 
pushed out of their homes. Some 
in government recognize the issue 
is low income, not high rents.

 The subsidy program, “Home 
Stability Support,” proposed by 
Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi 
and Senator Jeffrey Klein, would 
address the city’s record home-
lessness by providing a Federal 
and state-funded rent subsidy for 
tenants who are facing homeless-
ness or eviction – a real rent relief 
program that would keep the poor-
est, income-challenged families in 
their homes.

 Another proposal, the “Tenant 
Rent Increase Exemption” (TRIE) 
program, which has passed unani-
mously twice in the State Senate, 
would provide a permanent rent 
subsidy to all tenants (not just 

senior citizens and the disabled) 
with annual incomes of $50,000 or 
less who pay half their income to-
ward rent.

 Why isn’t de Blasio, Heastie 
and the City Council supporting 
these sound Albany proposals that 
would keep poor and income-chal-
lenged tenants in their homes, and 
provide rent relief as well as real 
solutions to the homeless crisis?

 Perhaps the greatest hypoc-
risy of all is the de Blasio mantra 
of affordable housing and income 
equality for all New Yorkers. The 
caveat: as long as it doesn’t affect 
his bank account.

 As Mayor, de Blasio directed 
(he has admitted as much) the 
Rent Guidelines Board – which is 
supposed to operate independently 
of City Hall influence – to vote for 
rent freezes in 2015 and 2016. But 
landlord de Blasio has continued 
to raise rents of his tenants in two 
homes he owns in Park Slope to 
cover operating and repair costs.

 Denying fair rent increases 

to the landlords of 1 million rent-
stabilized apartments prevents 
the largest providers of affordable 
housing in the five boroughs from 
repairing, improving and main-
taining their buildings.

 Besides re-investing in their 
buildings, nearly 40% of rent rev-
enue goes directly to the city for 
property taxes and water rates 
(which de Blasio has raised 17% 
and 12%, respectively, over the 
past three years) – and that rev-
enue, in turn, pays for education, 
fire, police and other city services.

 This recurring theme of de 
Blasio’s housing affordability plan 
being trumped by politics and hy-
pocrisy will push more tenants out 
of their homes, destroy the largest 
segment of affordable housing, and 
negatively impact city services.

 Joseph Strasburg is president of 
the Rent Stabilization Association, 
which represents 25,000 owners of 1 
million rent-stabilized apartments, 
the largest providers of affordable 
housing in the five boroughs.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

De Blasio Housing Affordability Political 
Gimmicks Failing Tenants Most in Need

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com
Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court
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JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME
mercato.com/shop/three-guys-from-brooklyn

Follow our social media for daily deals! EBTOpen 24/7 • Pickup or Delivery Mon-Fri • 6502 Fort Hamilton Pkwy • 718-748-8340

While supplies last. Not responsible for typographical errors.

6/14 7AM - 6/19 7PM
14

Wed
15
Thu

16
Fri

17
Sat

18
Sun

19
Mon

SALE STARTS

DELICIOUS!

SWEET DEAL!

SPECIAL

Red River
Seedless 
Watermelons lb.lb.3939¢¢

Whole Extra Large
Red Peppers

7979¢¢
lb.lb.

ORGANIC
Attitude 
Organic Salads

$$22forfor55
$$66forfor199199

Coney Island
Corn

Extra Fancy
Green Squash

lb.lb.6969¢¢
Box 
of 12

Drip-n-Honey 
Mangoes

$$599599

1 lb
Bag

Assorted
Mini Sweet Peppers

$$129129
Jumbo Sweet
Gold Pineapples

$$22forfor44

9999
Imperial
Mango Juice

1 L

¢¢$$329329
lblb

Torkelson
Muenster CheeseExtra Large Eggs

Three Guys

9999¢¢

Dozen

$$499499
lb.lb.

Setton Farms
Mixed Nuts

K

Golden Sweet
Seedless Grapes

lb.lb.8989¢¢

Sugar Sweet
Grape Tomatoes

9999¢¢

Pint Pkg

Entennmanns
Full Line

$$33forfor1010
D

5 oz

Store Cut

W ell, at least it’s all in the 
family.

Community Board 
14 member Kalman Yeger, 
 who announced last week he 
is running for the Council , is 
slamming his cousin-in-law 
and competitor for the seat, in-
cumbent Councilman Chaim 

Deutsch, claiming he makes 
too much money from his pri-
vate real estate to be an effec-
tive member of the city’s legis-
lative body.

“He’s one of the few coun-
cil members who earns an out-
side income … while we are 
paying him to do a job,” said 
Yeger during a phone call on 
June 13. “It’s an outrage we 
are being ripped off.”

The well-connected Yeger 
is backed by Councilman Da-

vid Greenfi eld (D–Borough 
Park), Councilman Alan 

Maisel (D–Marine Park) and 
former Councilman Lew Fi-

dler. Yeger  held a fund-raiser  
last month and has $84,615 in 
the bank for his campaign to 
oust the man who is married 
to Yeger’s cousin Sara. 

 In 2012, Yeger worked on 
Simcha Felder’s campaign 
for the state Senate, and was 

the executive director Bronx 
Borough President Fernando 
Ferrer campaign for mayor in 
2005 . His wife, Jennie Berger, 
works  for Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito .

Right now, Yeger is as an 
attorney, and manages Green-
fi eld’s two campaign accounts, 
one for city elections and an-
other for state, but he pledged 
to quit his job if elected.

“I am giving up my outside 
income, 100 percent,” he said. 

Deutsch, who has so far 
raised $73,640, according to city 
records, said he isn’t worried 
about his cousin’s run, and is 

confi dent his record as council-
man will get him reelected. 

“We live in a democracy 
where anyone is entitled to 
run for public offi ce,” he said. 
“I have a proven record of re-
sults and I look forward to con-
tinuing to work for the 48th 
district in my second term.”

Ortiz eyes Council
Veteran Assemblyman 

Felix Ortiz (D–Sunset Park) 
is angling to give up his more 
than 20 years in Albany and 
his gig as Assistant Speaker 
for a pay raise in the Council 
— eyeing freshman Council-

man Carlos Menchaca’s (D-
Sunset Park) seat, registering 
as a candidate on June 7,  city 
records show .

Ortiz, who wouldn’t com-
ment for this article, claiming 
he would speak to us when he 
is back from Albany on Friday, 
joins a hotly contested race 
which also includes former 
Councilwoman Sara Gonza-

lez, the former Assemblyman 
Javier Nieves (whom Ortiz 
succeeded), and Sunset Park 
attorney Delvis Valdes. 

Menchaca — who has 
drawn ire from a handful of 

pols for what they claim are his 
 anti-Israel positions  —  has the 
most in campaign coffers with 
$83,439, Gonzalez has $49,145, 
Valdes has $31,842, Nieves has 
$4,270, and Ortiz has not fi led 
any contributions yet, accord-
ing to city records. 

If it comes down to Ortiz 
verses Menchaca, one insider 
says Ortiz would put up a tough 
fi ght — even for an incumbent. 

“If two of them drop out for 
Felix, that would be a real chal-
lenge for Carlos,” said district 
leader Nick Rizzo. “Felix has 
certainly been around the dis-
trict longer than Carlos has.” 

But Menchaca’s record in 
the community as a supporter 
for immigrant and working 
class families is unmatched, 
said his campaign spokes-
man. 

“After a decade of dys-
function, Councilmember 
Menchaca is giving a voice 
to working families, immi-
grants, and seniors in City 
Hall and delivering the re-
sources we need,” said Mat-

thew Rey. “Carlos has been 
unafraid to stand up to real 
estate developers and wealthy 
special interests, and is proud 

to have secured three new 
public elementary schools and 
Universal pre-K.”

Red scare
The local chapter of the 

Democratic Socialists of 
America — who have endorsed 
Khader El-Yateem for Council-
man Vincent Gentile’s Bay 
Ridge seat — accused his Re-
publican opponent Bob Ca-

pano of igniting a red scare 
after he charged that El-Ya-
teem’s radical views “are out 
of touch with Brooklyn and 
the nation.” 

About 100 Democratic So-
cialists canvassed for El-Ya-
teem last weekend, and a few 
days later, Capano sent out a 
press release calling on El-Ya-
teem’s fellow Democrats to de-
nounce his “socialist beliefs.” 

But leaders of the New York 
City chapter of the Democratic 
Socialists of America fi red 
back, accusing Capano of com-
munist fear mongering and 
of being out of touch with the 
needs of voters — noting that 
Bay Ridgites  voted for Bernie 
Sanders over Hillary Clinton 
3,986 to 3,441  in the April Dem-
ocratic primary. 

Non-kissing cousins in S’head race
PARTY LINE

TALKING BORO POLITICS
WITH JULIANNE CUBA
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Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates
Call us at: 718-604-5700

KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

www.kingsbrook.org

Neurosciences Institutes

“Aladdin.” But directors are still de-
ciding what show to do for the last year 
of the grant so as to go out with a bang, 
said Avadanei.

The grant program allows the 
school to expose its students to the arts 
through Disney shows and musicals, 
but it also gives them an opportunity 
to experience the world of theater right 
in their own city, said Avadanei.

 “We want to try to take our kids to 
see the shows on Broadway, to expose 

them to as much theater as we can,” 
she said. “We are in New York City, 
there’s a world-class theater several 
subway stops away.”

 And the students had stars in their 
eyes when they got to see the Broadway 
production of “Aladdin” a few months 
ago — but it was just as memorable for 
the youngsters as it was for the teach-
ers, said Avadanei.

 “They loved it — it was magical,” 
she said. “For me as their theater 
teacher, it’s as engaging to watch them 
as it is to watch the show because for 
many of them it’s the fi rst time they 
are ever seeing a show on Broadway.”

said Barbara Serrano who dressed as 
classic Coney fare with her pup Malibu 
and her daughter’s doggy Benji. 

 “It was really inspired by the nos-
talgia of going to Nathan’s,” said Ser-
rano, whose daughter dressed Benji 
last year as a lobster in a pot. “My dad 
would always take me to Coney Island 
and those were good memories. So I 
said, ‘Everybody goes to Nathan’s for a 

hot dog. Let’s make it about that.’ ” 
 Serrano donned a checkered table 

cloth with condiments and plastic bas-
kets of grub, while her canine compa-
triots fi lled out corn and hot dog cos-
tumes. Serrano may not have taken 
the grand prize, but competing with 
her dolled-up doggies was its own re-
ward, she said.

 “It was beautiful,” said Serrano. 
“No matter how big or small the cos-
tume, just that people were able to par-
ticipate with their fur babies made it 
all wonderful.” 

Continued from 6

COSTUMES

Continued from 14

‘ALLADIN’

FUN PAIR: Jafar and the parrot Iago during a scene. Photo by Sean Murphy
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Ease on down the road 
with a car from Premier 
Ford.

It’s the oldest Ford and 
Lincoln dealership in the five 
boroughs, says owner Char-
lie Chalom.

This translates to lots 
of advantages for the con-
sumer. 

“We lease for much less 
than any other leasing 
company,” Chalom says. 
Qualified buyers can drive 
home with a Lincoln MTZ 
or MTC for $279 a month, 
with no money down, he 
says. Monthly rates to lease 
a Ford Escape are $139; a 
Mustang $149; and a Ford 
Explorer is $199.  

The Explorer happens 
to be the dealership’s big-
gest seller. 

“It’s great for families. 
They feel comfortable and 
safe,” Chalom says. The 
Escape runs second for the 
same reason. With about 
750 new cars on the lot, and 
150 used ones, there are 
lots of options, no matter 
what type of vehicle one 
prefers to drive. 

Customers can also de-
pend upon the outstanding 
service Premier Ford of-
fers them.  

“We have the best certi-
fied technicians,” says Cha-
lom proudly. They are well-
trained professionals who 
know their stuff, and just 
as important, all custom-
ers are treated as kindly 
in the service department 
as they are treated in the 
showroom.

The shop carries a mil-
lion and a half parts to ser-
vice its customers imme-
diately. Customers know 
they can bring their cars 
in for repair in the morn-
ing, and will get a loaner 
car to use so they can get to 
work on time. They return 
the loaner in the afternoon, 
and drive home with their 
own vehicles, good as new. 

“You don’t have to lose a 
day’s work,” says Chalom, 
whose own work ethic is 
impeccable.

He was born in Egypt, 
and came to Brooklyn in 
1970.  His successful career 
started when he answered 
an ad for a job in the sales 
service department at 

Kotler Ford, a small deal-
ership in Downtown. Be-
cause of his devotion, hard 
work, and fair treatment 
of all customers, he was 
promoted to manager, and 
then general manager of 
that shop. In 1981, he was 
presented with an opportu-
nity to own his own dealer-
ship, and has been a staple 
of the community for all 
these years. His son, Jo-
seph, is now the Premier 
Ford’s general manager, 
and his daughter, Natalie, 
works in the accounting 
department. 

It’s not a stretch to say 
that this family business 
keeps lots of Brooklynites 

in the driver’s seat. The 
company provides sales 
and mechanical jobs to 
hundreds of people who 
live here. It also enables 
the rest of us with the 
transportation to get us to 
our jobs, and the means by 
which to perform countless 
other day-to-day tasks.     

It’s an incredible feat, 
especially for a man whose 
knowledge of cars was lim-
ited.  

“It could only happen in 
America,” Chalom says, re-
calling how he was 22 years 
old when he started in the 
business. “In Egypt, I had 
never seen the type of cars 
that were offered here.”  

Grateful for the oppor-
tunity this country has 
provided, he knows that 
his success is also because 
he treats all customers 
honestly, and says that ev-
ery consumer should hold 
every dealership account-
able to what it advertises. 

“Don’t fall for the bait 
and switch,” he says. That 
doesn’t happen at Pre-
mier Ford. “I wouldn’t be 
here all these years if I did 
that.”  

This is the season to 
come in and drive home 
with a new car. 

“People want to pick up 
a car when the weather 
is good, not when there’s 

snow on the ground,” he 
says. 

Anything is possible be-
cause this is America. It 
helps, too, that Ford Motor 
credit is available to cus-
tomers from whatever ma-
jor bank they choose to do 
business with.   

Premier Ford [5001 Glen-
wood Rd. between Kings 
Highway and Utica Avenue 
in Flatbush, (718) 258–7200 
for the showroom; (718) 
859–5200 for service and 
parts, www.premierford-
sales.com]. Open Mondays 
through Thursdays, 9 am–9 
pm; Fridays, 9 am–7:30 pm; 
Saturdays, 9 am–6 pm; Sun-
days, 11 am–5 pm. 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Get the best deals at Premier Ford
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De Blasio Affordable Housing Myth #3
“Keeping New Yorkers in their homes has been a top priority… and our rent freeze program is 
designed to do just that.” –Mayor Bill de Blasio (Source: City of New York Website)

The Facts:
Here’s the result of de Blasio’s rent freeze program: 61,935 New York-• 
ers, including 23,445 children, are in the city’s shelter system – the 
highest homeless levels in NYC since the Great Depression. (Source: 
Coalition for the Homeless Website)
“At a time of record homelessness … de Blasio’s self-congratulatory • 
victory lap on affordable housing is offensive and wrong.”–Katie 
Goldstein, Real Affordability for All (Source: Newsday, 1/12/17) 

De Blasio’s Housing Policies: Politics & Hypocrisy
Next Week: de Blasio Myth #4
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MAX

BY COLIN MIXSON
Brooklyn’s Backyard 
is putting your poo to 
work!

A long-awaited  bath-
room that transforms hu-
man feces into plant food  
will open inside Prospect 
Park’s newly renovated 
Well House on June 19, 
giving the green space 
the most technologically 
advanced toilet of any 
city park, according to a 
spokeswoman.

“Prospect Park Al-
liance has transformed 
the Well House, one of the oldest buildings in Pros-
pect Park, into the fi rst composting restroom in a 
New York City public park,” said Deborah Kirschner, 
a rep for the conservancy.

The new potties use 97-percent less water than stan-
dard latrines and, instead of pumping excrement into 
the city’s sewer system, feed solid waste into a “living 
ecosystem” where bacteria and other organisms like 
worms convert the dung into usable compost. 

The bathroom will also pump undrinkable water 
from sinks and drains into an irrigation system that 
feeds park plants — saving the green space 250,000 
gallons of water each year. 

The $2.34 million renovation of the Well House was 
fi rst set to fi nish in September 2015, but was delayed 
due to contractor issues, according to the spokes-
woman. 

“Yes, there were delays, but the end result is amaz-
ing,” Kirschner said.

The structure, a pumping station built in 1869 to 
feed water into Prospect Park Lake, is one of the old-
est buildings still standing in the park. But it became 
obsolete sometime between 1914 and 1935 after the 
meadow was connected to the city’s water system. 

Other renovations to the Well House include a re-
paired roof, reconstructed exterior walls, and fresh 
landscaping around it. 

It’s fi nally dung!
Long-awaited composting 

toilet arrives in Prospect Park

PLANT FOOD FOR THOUGHT: 
The fi rst-ever composting 
bathroom of any city park 
will open in Brooklyn’s Back-
yard at the Well House on 
June 19. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman



COURIER LIFE, JUNE 16–22, 201722    B GM BR

MARDI 
GRAS

STREET FAIR
JUNE 25, 201712-6 PM 

AVENUE M
EAST 13TH ST- 

OCEAN AVE

MIDWOOD

COMING SUNDAY, JUNE 25TH!

RIDES!

GAMES!

FUN!

CHESS!

FREE 
FACE PAINTING!

40

Sponsored by the Midwood Merchants Association and Apple Bank
Limited vendor space available. Contact Meteor Festivals, 718-444-6028 or info@streetfairsny.com

8705 5

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 7/31/17.

REPAIR 
ANY VACUUM
OR SEWING 
MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, Austin Air Purifi ers

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

+ Parts
+ Tax

We Will Beat
or Match
Any Price

on Air 
Conditioners

AMANA  GE
FRIEDRICHS
FRIGIDAIRE

& MORE 
BRANDS

ENERGY 
SAVER

Learn Guitar
Before Summer’s End

Beginner Guitar Lessons for
Kids Teens  Adults

Johnny Phillips  347-517-1399

http://www.burlaptocashmere.com

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Southern Brooklyn cancer warriors 
came out in force for Coney Island’s 
fi rst Relay for Life event on June 10. 

Cancer survivors and their families 
packed MCU Park for the American 
Cancer Society event, which featured 
numerous activities that celebrated 
their bravery and helped locals deal 
with the emotional stress cancer can 
bring, said an organizer.

“It gives people a chance to say 
goodbye to the loved ones they lost this 
year and to give people hope,” said Kim 
Williams, who has lost several fam-
ily members to cancer over the years. 
“Cancer affects everybody in our com-
munity, you know, but it’s something 
we can all have an impact on.”

More than 400 people fi lled the 
fi eld, where they marched along the 
diamond, competed in box car races, 
and literally screamed for ice cream in 
the “I Scream For A Cure” contest, in 
which the loudest shriek won free ice 
cream for a week at Sundaes By The 
Park in Marine Park. 

Once the sun set, dozens of revelers 
engaged in line dancing in the moon-
light — dubbed “lunar line dancing” 
for the night. The event culminated 
with the lighting of hundreds of LED-
illuminated “luminary bags” bearing 
the names of cancer victims. 

“It was really great,” Williams said. 
“It was a good time and helped people 
come together and heal as a commu-
nity.”

Cancer survivors 
party in Coney

GOOD TIME FOR A GOOD CAUSE: Cancer survivors Cheryl Schafer and Lydia Kirchner had 
a blast at Coney’s fi rst Relay for Life event in MCU Park on June 10.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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Now is the Time to Take Advantage,  
So Don’t Wait! Call Us Today!

Call 855-iBank4U (855.422.6548)
Visit investorsbank.com

Investors would like you to know:
NEW MONEY IS DEFINED AS MONEY NOT ON DEPOSIT AT INVESTORS BANK AFTER 12/1/2016. 
1. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Consumer Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at 
any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $12.00 monthly service fee. 
2. Beginning 5/22/2017, open a new Business Money Market Savings Account with $5,000.00 to $2,000,000.00 of New Money and earn an Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25%.  This rate is variable and is subject to change at 
any time without notice. If your daily balance is below $5,000.00 you will receive a rate and APY of 0.0%. You must maintain a minimum balance of $2,500.00 to avoid a $10.00 monthly service fee. 
THESE OFFERS ONLY AVAILABLE AT INVESTORS BANK BRANCHES IN BROOKLYN, MANHATTAN, QUEENS AND LONG ISLAND.  ALL OFFERS MAY BE WITHDRAWN AT ANY TIME WITHOUT NOTICE.  
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTION ACCOUNTS ARE EXCLUDED FROM THESE OFFERS.  
INVESTORS BANK NAME AND WEAVE LOGO ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. ® 2017 INVESTORS BANK, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Receive PROMOT IONAL  APY 
with a minimum balance of $5,000

NEW YORK  
MONEY MARKET
SAVINGS

CONSUMER 1 &  BUS INESS 2

Make the right  
play with Investors.

Phil Simms

Boomer Esiason
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EAST NEW YORK

Cheers to the children at the Po-

lice Athletic League Beacon IS 218 

after-school program for participating 
in the seventh annual Science Fair. 

More than 100 fourth-through-
eighth-grade students from league cen-

ters from around 
the city explored 
the theme “Creat-
ing a Better Tomor-
row” by conduct-
ing experiments 
and sharing their 
fi ndings on ways to 
conserve the Earth. 
Topics included the 
science behind de-

composition, conservation, sustain-
ability, agriculture, and recycling.

The students at IS 218, with help 
from their mentors, turned their atten-
tion to recycling.

Prizes were awarded in the fi rst, 
second, and third places categories.

The O says, “Recycle, reuse, re-
claim.”

James P. Sinnott, Junior HS 218 
Beacon Center [370 Fountain Ave. at 
Pitkin Avenue in East New York, (718) 
277–1928].

FORT GREENE

Yippee for the Ippies
Kudos to BRIC TV, the borough’s 

non-profit cable channel and digi-
tal network, for receiving two Ip-

pies Awards for Best Video.
The Center for Community and 

Ethnic Media, an initiative of The 

CUNY Graduate School of Jour-

nalism, awarded the two presti-
gious accolades at the 15th annual 
ceremony held at the CUNY Gradu-

ate School of Journalism on May 
18.

The Ippies are the only journal-
ism awards in the city to honor re-
porting in English and in languages 
other than English by the ethnic and 
community press. Judges for the Ip-
pies Awards are comprised of CUNY 
Graduate School of Journalism fac-
ulty and staff members as well as 
other independent prominent jour-
nalists.

“It’s an honor to be recognized by a 
talented group of journalists and sto-
rytellers that truly refl ect the diver-
sity of the city that we’re lucky to call 
home,” said Aziz Isham, executive 
producer of BRIC TV. 

BRIC’s main venue offers a public 
media center, a major contemporary 
art exhibition space, two performance 
spaces, a glass-walled TV studio, and 
artist work spaces.

BRIC [647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 855–7882].

MANHATTAN BEACH

Welcome to Brooklyn 
Hip, hip, hooray to High School 

Youth Ambassadors from Trini-

dad & Tobago on their visit to Kings-

borough Community College for 
the International College Explora-

tion Initiative sponsored by the lo-
cal charitable organization En ToTo’s 

International College Exploration 

Initiative. The students spent a day 

with faculty, staff, students, and ad-
ministrators who shared positive sto-
ries and experiences.

Students from six high schools 
were selected based on their academic 
performance and En ToTo member-
ship and were accompanied by fi ve 
chaperones, including En ToTo pres-
ident JoAnne Harroo-Blackman, 
teachers, counselors, and parents, 
as they completed the organization’s 
fi rst-ever International College Explo-

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

FORT GREENE

Cheers and kudos to the seven 
super-smart seniors at Brooklyn 

Technical High School who were 
this year’s recipients of the UFT-

Albert Shanker College Scholar-

ships. 

The outstanding grads from 
the borough of churches included 
Krishna Roy of Kensington, Bing 

Chen of Sunset Park, Sandy Jean-

Charles of Prospect-Lefferts Gar-
dens, and Jimmy Xie of Benson-
hurst. The other three students, 
Emily Cheng, Tamanna Hussein, 
and Mirna Nashed, hail from the 
outer boroughs. 

In order to be eligible for the 
honors, the students had to exhibit 
academic excellence, outstanding 
community service, and have im-
peccable personal values. They also 
had a winning team of advisors 
in the college offi ce that included 
Raquel Maysonet-Sigler, college 
offi ce coordinator; Robin Scher-

man-Levitt, scholarship director; 
and Paula McKinnon, college of-
fi ce advisor.

The students shared a word to 
the wise to next year’s hopefuls: 

“Everything will be fi ne … It’s 
hard to believe that everything 
will be fi ne, but at the end of the 
road I realized there is nothing to 
be scared about,” said Bing, who 
will attend the Macaulay Honors 
College at City College/CUNY in 
the fall. 

Sandy added, “I learned that 
grades and scores are not the most 
integral part of a college applica-
tion. Also, going to a ‘no-name’ 
school does not mean that you will 
not succeed in the future; only hard 
work and determination determines 
that.” Sandy will be attending the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy as a likely double-major in math 
and physics with a concentration in 
African-American studies. 

Standing O wishes all the recip-
ients good luck in their future en-
deavors and can’t wait to offer con-
grats on college commencement 
day. 

Brooklyn Technical High School 
[29 Fort Greene Pl. and S. Elliott 
Place Fort Greene, (718) 804–6400].

Kids work for a better tomorrow

Futures as bright as they are

ration Initiative. 
Organized in part by Trinidad & 

Tobago native Kirt Bowen, assistant 
professor at Kingsborough and para-
medic program director, the one-week 
program allowed the students to ex-
plore New York City while enjoying 
new social and cultural experiences, 
as well as participating in similar ex-
changes at Kingsborough. 

“This was a very positive experi-
ence for the visiting group,” said Bo-
wen. “Many of the students agreed 
that the trip made all the difference as 
they are now exploring college oppor-
tunities.”

Kingsborough Community College 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5000].

BENSONHURST

Commish for a day
Bishop Kearney High 

School senior Jenna Fiordi-

mondo was selected the winner 
for the “Police Commissioner 

for a Day” Essay Contest from 
more than 2,000 entries from 
high school students throughout 
New York City.

The contest, sponsored by the 
Police Athletic League, asked 
students to answer the question, 
“What initiative would you imple-
ment to address the issue of drug 
use among the city’s youth?”

Jenna responded, “I would 
raise awareness in schools 
through group meetings and peer 
groups and assemblies where spe-
cial guests would visit, talking 
about the dangers of abuse.” 

For her intuitive essay, Jenna 
received a badge and a plaque 
from Commissioner James P 

O’Neill at the swearing-in cere-
monies held at Police Headquar-
ters on June 7, and accompanied 
the Commissioner on his offi cial 
police duties. 

Other Bishop Kearney win-
ners included Emma Schopp-

meyer, class of 2017 for winning 
Commanding Offi cer of Internal 
Affairs; Ashleigh McGregor, 

class of 2017, for Commanding 
Offi cer of 63rd Precinct; and Ga-

briella Guzman, class of 2018, 
for Commanding Offi cer of 66th 
Precinct.

Bishop Kearney High School 
[2202 60th St. at Bay Parkway in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 236–6363].

CIRCLE OF SCHOLARS: From left, Brooklyn Technical High School seniors Krishna 
Roy, Bing Chen, Emily Cheng, Mirna Nashed, Tamanna Hussein, Sandy Jean-Charles, 
and Jimmy Xie are winners of the UFT-Albert Shanker College Scholarships.
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s largest recreation centers.

Enjoy the best food, drinks & music from the Caribbean islands.

NYC
CARIBBEAN

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15 when purchased online 
by June 30th, $20 after June 30th 

VIP Tickets 
available 

(see our website for details)

SPONSORS
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To the editor,
I have come to the conclusion that 

the people who report on the Police 
Blotter do so with a thesaurus on their 
desks. How else to account for all the 
ridiculous adjectives that are used to 
describe common criminals? Multiple 
names are used in one paragraph, to 
describe one person. Why not just call 
them what they are — thief, crook, at-
tacker? All those other names makes 
the column look like a writing contest 
… see who can come up with the most 
names. It trivializes the column.

I also can’t understand the stupid-
ity of people who leave cash, credit 
cards, wallets, pocketbooks, comput-
ers, etc. in their cars. Are they living 
in a cave and don’t realize that there 
are criminals out there? 

Rowena Lachant
Homecrest

To the editor,
As a former Piper Theatre student 

and company member I was deeply 
disappointed when I saw your publi-
cation’s announcement of the sum-
mer production of “Priscilla Queen 
of the Desert.” The production adds 
to a long line of whitewashed and 
de-queered productions that John 
McEneny and his all-white, hetero-
sexual creative team have made palat-
able for the wealthy white audience of 
Park Slope. Since ending their Shake-
speare-exclusive productions, Piper’s 
shows have been perfect examples of 
what happens when no minorities ex-
ist at the creative and executive levels 
of a company: shows that lack diver-
sity and novelty, that show how white 
supremacy permeates even our art.

Despite their best efforts, Piper’s 
lack of people of color and queers in 
executive positions makes it impossi-
ble for their shows to be socially chal-
lenging or revolutionary. Even their 
attempts at best fall flat and at worst 
are offensive to those they’re suppos-
edly liberating. Last year’s “Psycho 
Beach Party,” a beloved Drag clas-
sic, was tamed down until it was un-
recognizable as the queer art it is. 
The show’s only Black actor played a 
handsome jock whose body (and pe-
nis) were the butt of several jokes, 
each more cringe-worthy than the 

last. These cheap stereotypes can be 
implemented when the director and 
people of creative power are ignorant 
to their implications. After I attended 
the show, McEneny asked me to at-
tend a workshop the company was do-
ing on police brutality: a valiant ef-
fort — again with no Black people in 
leadership positions. He asked that I 
speak at the talk back as a Black, for-
mer Piper student. I began to tally 
in my head what an invoice for eight 
years of the emotional and academic 
labor would amount to. I decided he 
couldn’t afford me.

This year’s production looks to 
be just as misguided. In your article, 
McEneny conflates Drag and Trans 
identities (there are not trans charac-
ters in “Priscilla”), dequeers and uni-
versalizes the message of the show, 
and puts the burden of acceptance on 
the oppressed people: “We are going 
to have our Brooklyn drag queens 
face Trump voters in middle Amer-
ica and find acceptance and win peo-
ple over.” It is never the responsibil-
ity of queer people to gain acceptance 
from bigots. Even McEneny’s hopeful 
creed of people “coming together and 
going to theater and laughing” shows 
that he and his team have no idea 
what the queer community is facing. 
We are fighting for our lives. We do 
not need Park Slope parents co-opt-
ing the inspiration of our art.

I’m not saying white, heterosex-
ual theatre communities do not have 
a place in the theater world anymore. 
I am saying what they make often re-
inforces hegemonic oppressive struc-
tures and silences the voices of those 
with less sociopolitical power. With 
the privileges they have, companies 
like Piper need to be mindful of who 
they are harming even as they at-
tempt to help. Leave our stories be. 
Hire us to tell them. And in the name 
of Ru, Leave Drag Alone! Theatri-
cally yours, Nia Ashley

Clinton Hill

To the editor,
It is outrageous for the Depart-

ment of Education to be terrorizing 
students and investigating a princi-
pal for “communist activities” at Park 
Slope Collegiate (“Fright School” by 
Colin Mixson, Park Slope Courier, 
June 9–15, 2017). When I taught in the 
district some 20 years or so ago, my 
school included teachers who were 
members of or close to many social-
ist/communist groups — Workers 
World, Communist Party, League for 
a Revolutionary Party and Solidarity 
— and there were parents who were a 

part of many of those groups. Investi-
gation? Not one hint of one.

And these teachers were fine 
teachers. And as a group we met with 
the principal and we developed a het-
erogeneous sixth grade, where there 
were students of all backgrounds and 
of all reading levels. Investigation? 
Not one hint of one. 

I am afraid that McCarthyism is 
coming to New York because of the 
climate created by President #45 with 
the re-emergence of a racist, anti-Se-
mitic and fascistic right wing. Not in 
New York City! The Department of 
Education must be stopped! 
 Lew Friedman

Park Slope

To the editor,
How would you like to have these 

brats in your class? Two boys return 
from a school suspension for fighting 
only to fight again with knives and 
multiple stabbings resulting. The 
12-year-old who assaulted the elderly 
lady three times, stole money from 
a tip jar in a restaurant and is sus-
pected of armed robberies. 

Something has got to be done to 
restore discipline in the schools. 
Our so-called education leaders have 
their heads in the sky when it comes 
to this problem. Ditto for the politi-
cians. Let’s form RODS — Restora-
tion of Discipline in Schools — and 
begin fining working parents of dis-
ruptive children and reducing bene-
fits for those on public assistance un-
til their children shape up in school. 
Referring such students to the Bu-
reau of Child Welfare and bringing 
back the ‘600’ schools for the unruly 
are also in order. Even Miss Dove, 
Mr. Chips and Ms. Kirsch would have 
taken early retirement when faced 
with such children. Ed Greenspan

Brooklyn

To the editor,
Mr. Greenspan, I am well aware 

of the problems in the New York City 
School system even though I have not 
been a teacher. I have spent many 
years working for the New York State 
Department of Labor trying to help 
high school students, dropouts and 
college students find jobs.  Some of 
these young people may have been 
your students, Mr. Greenspan. I re-
tired in 2003 just when the state ran  
out of funds to keep running its youth 
employment and training programs.

I was appalled, throughout the 
years, by how many students could 
barely read and write. Many of them 
could not fill out a job application. 

Even to get a job cooking hamburg-
ers, you have to be able to fill out a job 
application. For a better job, you have 
to know how to write a resume. I fail 
to understand why New York City 
schools can’t teach perfectly intelli-
gent children how to read and write.  
When I went to school, we had reading, 
spelling, grammar, and proper hand-
writing drilled into our heads ad nau-
seum. It may have been boring, but I 
love to read and am still a fairly good 
speller and can still use proper gram-
mar. I never did master good penman-
ship, but, with the advent of computers, 
good penmanship is less important.

Mr. Greenspan, there is a need for 
factual information to be taught in 
school, but, first, there is a need for 
students to learn to read and write. 
Maybe there would be less disrup-
tion in classrooms if all the students 
knew how to read and learned to ap-
preciate books. 

As for the parents you had to deal 
with, Mr. Greenspan, many of these 
parents never finished school them-
selves, and were too busy holding 
down two or three jobs in order to put 
food into their children’s mouths to 
worry about how their children were 
doing in school. This is partially due 
to another problem in the school sys-
tem — I wonder what the schools are 
doing about sex education today! Dur-
ing my years working with young peo-
ple, I saw many teenagers drop out of 
school to have babies. Young  boys quit 
school to try to help support their own 
children. Many of these teenagers had 
been raised by mothers who dropped 
out of school because they were preg-
nant. These children and their moth-
ers often have to rely on welfare. Some 
of these teenagers dumped their ba-
bies on their mothers and came to me 
looking for whatever jobs they could 
get. It’s not surprising, Mr. Greenspan, 
that many of these mothers are unable 
to deal with their children or grand-
children’s problems at school.

It seems to me that, if the Board of 
Education would make a real effort 
to reach out to all its students and 
their parents, and find an effective 
way to teach each individual student 
about birth control and abstinence 
as well as reading, writing, spelling 
and grammar and job skills, the city 
and state would save a fortune in wel-
fare and prison costs (many students 
end up in jail, on drugs, or both), and 
this money could go into the school 
system. Mr. Greenspan, I know you 
don’t agree with me, but I believe that 
a student who gets proper help won’t 
need discipline. Elaine Kirsch

Gravesend
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Assemblyman
Steven Cymbrowitz
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his is for all the parents 
worried that their kids 
are cutting class, fall-

ing through the cracks, over-
eating, under-achieving, or 
spending all day playing video 
games — and for all the kids 
doing just that.

Dominick Vandenberge 
was raised in the Bronx — Pel-
ham Bay — and no one would 
call him a star student. He was 
forced to repeat first grade, 
and already felt like a failure 
at age 6. He became the oldest 
kid in the class. He hated ev-
erything to do with school.

And then his weight started 
to balloon.

By high school, Dominick 
weighed 220 pounds and he 
struggled to make friends. He 
started skipping class. And 
then, things got even worse. 
His dad died of a heart attack, 
at home. That same night, the 
family moved into his aunt’s 
basement in Queens. 

Dominick transferred to 
Francis Lewis High School 
and when he arrived that first 
day, his teacher mocked his 
weight in front of the whole 
class. She asked him if he was 
on drugs. Everyone laughed.

Except Dominick. He’d 
played hooky before. Now 
he became a serious truant. 
Sometimes he didn’t show up 

for an entire month. The prin-
cipal called him in and said if 
he missed one more day, he’d 
be out. 

Out he was.
At that point in his life, 

Dominick recalls, “I can 
remember me wanting to 
change.” But how? He was 
fat, friendless, fatherless. “I 
had nothing to show for the 
past 17 years other than that 
I had completed some video 
games.”

He remembers lying down 
on his bed, “and, cliché as it 
was, I was looking up into the 

sky at night and I was just 
hoping that one day I could 
find someone, because I don’t 
want to be alone, and I wanted 
to be successful.” 

He decided that the first 
thing he’d do was try to lose 
some weight. If he could do 
that… Well, first things first. 

Dominick started watch-
ing exercise videos, and kind 
of “lying” to himself. He told 
himself he was just going to 
“stretch a little bit.’” He didn’t 
want to aim for anything 
harder in case he backed 
down. He’d disappointed him-
self enough already.

But instead of just stretch-
ing, he added a little more ex-
ercise each day — some push-
ups, some squats. He started 
walking in the park, which 
turned into power-walking, 
which turned into jogging. At 
the same time, he changed his 
diet. Now he ate mostly oat-
meal, apples, carrots, and wa-
ter. 

From the kid who had no 
self-discipline. 

In seven months Dominick 
lost 80 pounds. He applied to 
a GED program in Elmhurst, 
passed the test, and applied to 
his dream school, Hunter Col-
lege.

He didn’t get in. So he en-
rolled at Borough of Manhat-

tan Community College — and 
promptly failed every class.

But by now, Dominick 
knew all about starting over. 
So he did, and this time he 
took a course in “Classics.” 
He thought it was going to be 
about classical music. Instead, 
it was about the history of 
Western civilization, starting 
with the ancient Greeks and 
Romans, taught by the tough-
but-fair Prof. Gerald Clock.

“He’d teach the class as if 
he was telling a story,” Domin-
ick recalled. 

When Prof. Clock told the 
class about how the Athenians 
needed help fighting the Per-
sians, so they sent their fast-
est runner to the ask Sparta 
for help, Dominic was hooked. 
After all, he was a runner 
now, too.

Clock took an interest in 
this motivated student, advis-
ing him in academic matters, 
and encouraging him, too. 
When he found out Domin-
ick’s educational past, he was 
shocked. He thought Domi-
nic had always been an A stu-
dent. 

For his part, Dominick 
started writing papers on 
things like the Code of Ham-
murabi. He liked Prof. Clock 
so much, he took his class on 
American history, too. But it 

was classics that really turned 
Dominic on.

Upon graduating, Domin-
ick was finally accepted at 
Hunter, where there was no 
stopping him. He studied 
Greek and Latin. He got a 
scholarship to study in Ath-
ens, a scholarship to study in 
Rome, a scholarship to pres-
ent his paper at Harvard Uni-
versity. 

And last week, along with 
dozens of other exceptional 
graduates, Dominick stood on 
the stage at Hunter commence-
ment at Radio City Music Hall 
as the college president, Jenni-
fer Raab, announced his grade 
point average: 3.96. Then she 
also announced a surprise 
guest.

Out onto the stage strode 
Prof. Gerald Clock.

Wild applause. 
Dominick will return to 

Hunter this fall to earn his 
master’s in classical litera-
ture. His goal is to become a 
Latin teacher and inspire stu-
dents like he had been. 

You know, the brilliant 
ones — who just don’t know it 
yet.

Lenore Skenazy is founder 
of Free-Range Kids, a contrib-
utor to Reason.com, and au-
thor of “Has the World Gone 
Skenazy?”

 have seen a whole lot of old 
wives tales in my time — 
tossing salt over your shoul-

der for luck, and herbal reme-
dies including putting onions 
under your feet to detoxify 
your body and putting an or-
ange peel on your head to get 
rid of a headache — but none as 
wacky as this one: Oak galls. 

For what you say? Well, 
The New York Daily News ran 
an item last week explaining 
the trend. 

Per the News: “Oak gall is 
basically a calcification that 
forms when gall wasps lay lar-
vae in oak trees. They are then 
taken (or fall) from trees and 
mixed with different things, 
like sandalwood or nutmeg, 
to make different medicinal 
pastes for reducing mouth ul-
cers, to clean wounds, and 
more.”

The “more,” apparently, is 
tightening a women’s nether 
regions post-childbirth, and 

making it smell as pretty as 
an Irish spring morn. Yuck, 
yuck and more yuck!

Yes, women can regain 
that not-so-flesh feeling in 
their bele chose (Chaucer), by 
just using a bit of this miracle 
paste. A little dab ’ll do ya!

“Crushed, boiled, and 
made into a vaginal ‘wash,’ 
the galls are described as be-
ing able to ‘tighten’ and re-
move smells from the vagina, 
particularly after childbirth, 
with the assistance of Kegel 
exercises,” the article contin-
ued. 

Dr. Jennifer Gunter, a gy-
necologist with a practice in 
San Francisco who was in-
terviewed for the article, had 
noticed that oak galls were 
being sold on Etsy. She wrote 
on her blog in May, “Don’t 
put dried up wasp’s nest in 

your vagina.”
“It’s a terrible idea. It could 

wreak havoc with the good 
bacteria. In addition to caus-
ing pain during sex, it can in-
crease the risk of HIV trans-
mission,” she wrote.

The Etsy page for “Heri-
tageHealthShop,” where Dr. 
Gunter saw it, has subse-
quently removed the oak gall 
concoction, but there are still 
more sites on Etsy, as well as  
other herbal internet compa-
nies, still shilling the stuff. 

Amazon offered an oak-
gall ointment called Manja-
kani Putri Binari, but the site 
now states it is “currently un-
available.”

Dr. Gunter added, “Do not 
put dried herb bags in your 
vaginas for tightening, as the 
vagina doesn’t need much ex-
ternal maintenance.” 

Absolutely. Mother Nature 
designed our bodies quite 
well when it comes to keeping 
all working parts in the pink, 
especially the you-know-hoo-
hoo.

Not for Nuthin,™ the ar-
ticle ended with “Definitely 
keep these bees out of your 
bonnet.” Sage advice if ever I 
heard it. 

As to all those old wives 
tales and other herbal rem-
edies, I don’t know how well 
a cut onion removes toxins 
from the body, but a cut slice 
rubbed on a bug bite does take 
away the itch and sting and 
the rind of an orange on your 
forehead does help a head-
ache. And I always throw a 
bit of salt over my shoulder, 
just in case. 

Follow me on Twitter @
JDelBuono.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Marissa R. Moran
Valedictorian

attending Fordham University

Edward W. Carr
Salutatorian

attending Harvard University

Th e Administration, Faculty and Staff  of 
St. Edmund Prep congratulate the 

Class of 2017
on their many accomplishments,

honors, and scholarships.

St. Edmund Preparatory 
High School An International Baccalaureate World School

Bishop Kearney High School is sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, NY���������	
����������

94% earned over 
$30 million in 
merit-based 

scholarships!

Valedictorian: 
Jasmine Chin - 

Stony Brook 
University ’21 

Computer Science

Congratulations
to the

Class of 2017!

Salutatorian: 
Danielle Esposito – 
Yale University ’21 

Global Affairs

Exciting New  STEM Program
Fabrication Laboratory
-Virtual Reality Room, Computer Numerical Control Room,
  3D printer, Laser Cutter, and Vinyl Cutter 
-Student-centered, project-based learning
-Projects incorporate multiple career paths including 
  architecture, engineering and robotics

Medical Program
-Project Lead the Way BioMedical Curriculum
-Internships at Calko Medical Center and Maimonides 
  Medical Center

Computer Science Program
-Congratulations to Jasmine Chin and Anita Chu’s
  acceptance to Google’s Computer Science Summer Institute

Broadcast Journalism Program
-Equipment and training provided by 21st Century Fox

These programs are made possible through corporate, 
foundation, and alumnae support.
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By Julianne Cuba

You’re just going to have to see it.
Two Tennessee-born artists 

have created a surreal trailer park 
as part of an art installation inside a giant 
Red Hook warehouse. “Grand Ole Opera,” 
now on display at Pioneer Works, features 
two art-filled trailers, a liquor-slinging 
biker bar, and a host of noise, rock, and 
metal bands playing concerts inside a 
re-purposed Christian revival tent. The 
installation uses Southern cliches and ele-
ments of the artists’ unique childhoods to 
discuss life in a little-regarded American 
sub-culture, said artist Willie Stewart, 
who was born into a matriarchal biker 
gang 30 miles outside of Nashville. 

“My work is basically a reflecting pool 
of my life, how I grew up. I had no male 
influence because all the men were in 
prison my entire life. If you see the works 
themselves — they are indicative of grow-

ing up in this weird shack that my family 
still lives in to this day,” said Stewart, who 
now lives in Connecticut. “The works I 
make are deeply genre-based, but deeply 
rooted in personal trauma to see if I can 
create a connection with me and other 
people — create a platform to just learn, or 
think, or discuss the South or growing up 
in a sub-culture.”

Willie Stewart and collaborator Brent 
Stewart — who are not related — pur-
chased two trailers on Craigslist and filled 
them with their art. Inside one trailer is a 
display of ouija boards, along with looping 
video works that include a computer-gen-
erated flame burning in front of a family 
photograph, and clips from werewolf and 
vampire movies. It all helps to evoke the 
world he grew up in, said Willie Stewart. 

“You walk into this space and then you 
see this trailer park, which is indicative of 
where I grew up, but where imagination was 

created for me to move outside of that world 
and create something utterly important,” he 
said. “My mother had a ouija board, I just 
remember we weren’t allowed to play with 
it. And the idea of magic and who believes 
it and who doesn’t believe in it.”

The dramatic space creates a surreal 
backdrop for the bands that will play during 
the exhibit’s run, said the show’s curator.

“It’s creating almost a cinematic 
landscape when you enter,” said Gabriel 
Florenz. “I always wanted to make an 
installation that was a performance set — 
what if we turned the entire installation 
into a concert venue?”

The exhibit will host eight concerts dur-
ing its run, featuring Angel Deradoorian, 
Lightning Bolt, Hank Wood and the 
Hammerheads, and Suicide Slide, among 
others. The bands are an audio extension of 
the visual art, said Florenz. 

“The music series is completely part 

of the installation,” he said. “We really 
thought of, let’s focus on metal noise 
music, punk, and rock which are dissident 
types of music.”

The installation is an overwhelming 
mish-mash of noise, imagery, and emotions 
— but that’s the point, said Stewart. 

“The trailers, the bar, and then all the 
artwork is just going, videos are just loop-
ing, you come and go on your own terms. 
When the installation is most activated, 
everything is happening, that full collision 
— I think that’s what creates this narrative 
arc,” he said. “What I love about it, it is 
confusing, it’s not something you see every 
day, it’s new.”

“Grand Ole Opera” at Pioneer Works 
(159 Pioneer St. between Conover and Van 
Brunt Streets in Red Hook, www.pioneer-
works.org). Exhibit open through July 30, 
Wed–Sat, noon–6 pm. Free. Concerts at 
various times, $15–$25.

Visit a surreal trailer park in Red Hook 
Outsider art

Trucked up: Willie Stewart and Brent Stewart — no relation — 
flank a glowing pickup truck in front of a stage with a video 
projection of a burning sun, all part of their art installation at Red 
Hook’s Pioneer Works through July 29.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell 
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By Julianne Cuba

The sirens will be going all 
night!

Brooklyn’s beloved 
Mermaid Parade will launch this 
Saturday afternoon at 1 pm — but 
once it wraps up three hours later, 
the party is not over! After the 
floats, marching bands, and Queen 
Mermaid Deborah Harry have trav-
eled down Surf Avenue for the 35th 
Annual Mermaid Parade, the many 
participants and watchers will want 
a place to party and show off their 
outfits. So save some energy for one 
of the many after parties:

It’s official! 
Keep the party going along the 

boardwalk at the Official Party of 
the Mermaid Parade at the open 
air art museum Coney Art Walls, 
where you can dance to disc jockey 
Jonathan Toubin’s world famous 
soul vinyls and fuel up with snacks 
provided by Chick-N-Cone, Coney 
Shack, and Neapolitan Express.

Coney Art Walls (3050 Stillwell 
Ave. at the Boardwalk in Coney 
Island). June 17 noon–10 pm. Free.

Scurvy sea dogs! 
Swim over to Freddy’s Bar in 

Park Slope right after the parade for 
an afternoon of beer and Nathan’s 
hot dog combos for $5 — assum-

ing you didn’t get your fill while 
at the original frankfurter spot. 
Bartenders will fill up your first 
drink for free if you show up decked 
out in mermaid attire. And starting 
at 10:30 pm, local rock band Sea 
Kelp — a perfect musical fit for the 
evening — will take the stage.

Freddy’s Bar (627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th streets in Park 
Slope, www.freddysbar.com). June 17 
at 4 pm. Free. 

Creature feature
Shake your mermaid tail-feather 

at the fifth annual Sea Creature 
Stomp Mermaid Parade After Party 
at Gemini and Scorpio Loft in 
Gowanus. Special guest disc jockey 
Boogiemeister is flying in from 
Hawaii to provide the tunes all night 
long, and there will be ice cream 
and cheap drinks to keep you cool 
once you leave the dance floor. 

By Caroline Spivack

Taste the rainbow!
A Gowanus brew-

ery will launch a new 
beer called “Gender Neutral” 
with a gay Pride party on 
June 22. The socially con-
scious beer makers say that 
the queer beer name is a play-
ful way to get people think-
ing about gender issues while 
enjoying a drink, said one of 
the co-owners. 

“We tend to have fun with 
the names, and want to make 
a broader societal point to 
maybe get people thinking 
while they relax with a beer,” 
said Gowanus resident Joshua 
Stylman. “Human rights 
and [lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer] rights are 
important to us. We think it’s 
ridiculous that they’re still 
‘an issue’ in 2017, so we want 
to leverage the beer to create 
some awareness.” 

The creative brew dudes 
behind Threes Brewing have 
previously cooked up whim-
sically named beers includ-
ing Bad Wallpaper, Atomic 
Swerve, and Unreliable 
Narrator. Their latest con-
coction, said Stylman, was 
inspired by the controversy 
over the 2016 North Carolina 
“bathroom bill,” that required 
transgender men and women 
to use the bathroom that cor-
responds with the sex on 
their birth certificate — a 
bill has since been partially 
repealed.

“With everything that was 
going on, we were sitting 
around the brewery talking, 
and thought, ‘Gender Neutral 
would make a great beer 
name,’ ” said Stylman. “We 
kind of held back until Pride, 
where we thought it would be 

a good intersection.”
Gender Neutral is a pale 

lager with a citrus zest — a 
traditional summer style of 
beer — which was chosen 
because Pride comes during 
June, he said. 

The brewers hope the 
crafty craft beer name pro-
vokes some discussion among 
beer guzzlers, without send-
ing a message that shoves 
more than beer down their 
throats, unlike  some pro-gay 
beverages .

“We tend not to be too 
obvious with the names — we 
want to make a commentary 
on society,” said Stylman. 
“And with the launch, we are 
really trying to do this as an 
event to raise awareness for a 
great cause.” 

The Gowanus brewpub, 
which boasts seven gender-
neutral bathrooms, will 
launch the beer with a Pride 
party on June 22. “Gender 
Neutral” will be poured fresh 
into its rainbow-colored cans 
on the day before the party, 
and Pride-full partiers will be 
able to snag glasses and tote 
bags decorated with the can 
art. Brooklyn DJ Kandylion 
will pump up the jams, and a 
portion of the proceeds from 
the event — and from all 
sales of the beer — will go to 
the Human Rights Campaign, 
the nation’s largest gay civil 
rights advocacy group. 

“Human Rights Are 
Gender Neutral” party 
at Threes Brewing [333 
Douglass St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 522–2110, 
www.threesbrewing.com] 
June 22, 5 pm–midnight. Free 
admission. $6 per pint. $16 
for a six-pack (to go only).

POOL PARTIERS

They mer-made it: After the Mermaid Parade concludes around 4 pm on June 17, founder 
Dick Zigun will proclaim the beaches open. But where will you go afterwards? 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Pride party: Threes Brewing employees, including co-owners Greg 
Doroski and Joshua Stylman (from left), will throw a “Human Rights 
Are Gender Neutral” party in the spot’s backyard to launch the new 
beer on June 22.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Gender fluid
Threes Brewing launches 
its new beer for gay Pride

Where to head after the Mermaid Parade

Continued on page 44

By Matt John

Brooklyn feeds the world!
At the Brooklyn Eats 

food and beverage trade 
show on June 23, Brooklynites can 
sample an entire world of food in 
one afternoon. Many Brooklyn-
made food products are distrib-
uted so widely that some people 
might not even realized that they 
originate right here in the bor-
ough, said a spokeswoman for the 
Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce, 
which sponsors the annual food 
extravaganza.

“Many of these products that 
are Brooklyn-made distribute 
across the country and globally 
so this is exposure for them,” said 
Meredith Daniels. “It helps people 
in Brooklyn know who is actu-
ally making products here and the 
great products that can be found 
here.”

The event will also be the 
perfect spot to beat the heat — 
among the Brooklyn distillers, 
bakeries, and sausage companies 
offering samples on June 23 will 

be a handful handing out fro-
zen sweet treats. Participating 
vendors include Red Hook gelato 
producers Dolce Brooklyn, two 
Carribbean-inspired ice cream 
makers — Island Pops and the 
Creme and Cocoa Cremery — and 
Korean-inspired dairy producers 
Noona’s Ice Cream, along with 
healthy ice pop purveyors Brewla 
Bars, which is returning to the 
food festival for the fourth time. 

The co-owner of the Popsicle 
company says that his product sat-
isfies in a way no other can.

“The whole reason we founded 
Brewla is because we noticed the 
huge gap in the frozen market,” 
said Daniel Dengrove. “The old 
products were full of artificial 
ingredients and were pretty simple 
f lavors, so we wanted to create 
exciting f lavors with real health 
benefits.”

Brewla Bars started here in 
Kings County, but is now sold 
at more than 80 locations across 
the East Coast. Dengrove, who 
started Brewla Bars with his sister 

Rebecca, is excited to man the 
popsicle stand and introduce more 
local people to the tea, coffee, and 
fruit-infused f lavors. 

“We are hoping to introduce 
our product to any consumers that 
are looking for healthier all-natu-
ral treats,” said Dengrove.

Brooklyn Eats at the New York 
Marriott (333 Adams St. between 
Willoughby and Johnson streets 
Downtown, www.brooklyneats.com). 
June 23, 10 am–4 pm. $10.

Get some cool Eats

Nice ice: Brooklyn ice pop company Brewla 
Bars will offer samples of its cold-brewed 
coffee pop at the Brooklyn Eats festival on 
June 23. Brewla Bars



COURIER LIFE, JUNE 16-22, 2017 41  24-7

TONY AWARD® NOMINEE 
BEST PLAY 

“A  SUPERBLY REALIZED, 
REMARKABLY  POWERFUL 

NEW PLAY 
by Pulitzer Prize winner PAULA VOGEL, 

sensitively directed by REBECCA TAICHMAN.”
THE NEW YORK TIMES

“AN EXHILARATING 
RIDE YOU’LL 

NEVER FORGET.” 
DEADLINE

����� 
“CAPTIVATING
 & GORGEOUS.” 

TIME OUT NEW YORK

“100 minutes of
POTENT THEATRICAL MAGIC.” 

NY1

“A play that deeply touches 
so much rich emotion and 

JOYFUL  HUMAN  PASSION.”
NEWSDAY

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$29.75*$19.75 $24.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Delicious Dining for Dads & Grads

At Kingsborough’s Lighthouse Bandshell  (indoors in case of rain) 
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn, NY

www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    (718) 368-5596

JULY 15    8:00 PM
SWINGIN’ ON 

A STAR…UNDER 
THE STARS!

Hot Jazz from 
the Golden Age of Hollywood

DAN LEVINSON’S 
GOTHAM SOPHISTICATS

JULY  8    8:00 PM
SWINGIN’ IN 

NEW ORLEANS
WYCLIFFE GORDON 

& HIS INTERNATIONAL 
ALL-STARS

JULY 22    8:00 PM
SWINGIN’ AND 

STOMPIN’
SWINGADELIC

Featuring Swing 
Dancers from The 
Rhythm Stompers

JULY 1    8:00 PM
SWING OUT AMERICA!
THE ROB STONEBACK BIG BAND

With Kathy Jenkins & Rob Kevlin
A Swingin’ Independence Day Celebration!

HHHHOOTTTT SSSUUUUMMMMMMMEERR NNNNIIIGGGHHHHHTTSS
FREE OUTDOOR CONCERT SERIES JULY 2017
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Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“X” by Chuck Klosterman

One of the highlights in 
Klosterman’s newest collection of 
essays, subtitled “A Highly Specific, 
Defiantly Incomplete History of 
the Early 21st Century” is the way 
he frames his interview subjects’ 
evasions and omissions. Another 
is how he reminds us that sports 
and music are both ephemeral 
and vastly important to us — or 
why would we care so much about them? 
Despite the “Early 21st Century” of the title, the book 
includes a healthy dose of retrospection into the late 20th, 
and while Klosterman focuses a little too heavily on rock 
music and football, his honesty and curiosity are spot-on 
and will keep percolating in the reader’s mind.

— Philipp Goedicke, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Ministry of Utmost Happiness” 
by Arundhati Roy

This novel from Arundhati Roy 
is so good that it draws you in right 
from the first sentence. It covers 
a broad territory, including class 
and caste, war, gender, sexuality 
and transsexuality, borders, love, 
longing, parenthood, and grace. 
The book is simultaneously about 
big things and little moments 
 — moments that are at times 
hallowed and at other times mundane, but 
are all observations on humankind. Roy is a master at 
weaving the complexity of the warring border territory of 
India, Pakistan, and Kashmir into fiction, so much so that 
it is hard to believe that it has been 20 years since she last 
published a novel.

— Rebecca Fitting, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “How to Survive a 
Summer” by Nick White

There are not enough adjectives 
to describe how incredible Nick 
White’s debut novel is! Will Dillard 
is good at keeping the past buried, 
especially the haunting memories 
from summer when, as a teenager, 
he was sent to a camp to “cure” 
him of his homosexuality. Many 
years later, Will sets out on a 
road trip back to Mississippi, 
returning to that same, now-abandoned 
camp, in order to make peace with his past and move on 
with his life. This is a hauntingly beautiful, thrilling, mas-
terful piece of work. White grabs your attention and keeps 
you glued to every page as you try and solve a mysterious 
death at the camp along with Will. This is the book of the 
summer, a true masterpiece, and an audacious debut.

— Christopher Perez, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbook-
stores.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
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By Lauren Gill

Salute!
A swanky new Italian eatery 

is now offering high-end pasta 
and amazing views of the waterfront 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park. Cecconi’s, 
which opened on June 12, will give 
locals and tourists alike a new spot 
to celebrate a milestone, or simply 
kick back and relax with a drink as 
they take in its stellar sights, said its 
executive chef. 

“It’s a place for special occasions 
and it’s a place for the everyday,” said 
Andrea Cavaliere. “You can come for 
a pasta or can come for a coffee and 
a Prosecco.” 

The 240-seat restaurant, which is 
run by the members-only club Soho 
House, is housed on the ground floor 
of Empire Stores, a 19th-century 
warehouse building that is now a 
retail and office complex. The eatery 
boasts views of the East River, Lower 
Manhattan, and the Brooklyn and 
Manhattan bridges from its eat-in bar, 
main dining room, and outdoor patio. 

The restaurant already has outposts 
in Miami, Hollywood, Barcelona, 
Berlin, and Istanbul, but the Dumbo 
location is its first foray into New 
York. Its international spots are known 
to draw celebrities, but Cecconi’s 
also hopes to appeal to everyday 
Brooklynites, said Cavaliere. 

“We want to build a relationship 
with the community, to creating as 

many neighbors as possible — people 
who love coming to Cecconi’s over 
and over,” he said. 

The dinner entrees range from a 
budget-friendly $13 lamb ragu to a 
$42 veal chop, along with the res-
taurant’s signature lobster spaghetti 
($32), and a selection of wood-fired 
pizzas made with New York cheeses. 
Coccino’s also serves brunch; a happy 

hour on weekdays from 4–7 pm where 
each item costs $4, $7, or $9; and a 
Sunday Supper from that includes 
a family-style meal with choice of 
appetizer, main course, and dessert 
for $50. 

Cecconi’s is the first of several new 
eateries slated to open in the park, 
including Pilot, a seafood restaurant 

By Caroline Spivack

Bay Ridge is poppin’ for Papa! 
This Sunday is Father’s 

Day, and you should celebrate 
by giving your old man a week-
end out on the town in Brooklyn’s 
nightlife Mecca, the place where he 
probably partied in his youth — and 
still does! 

On Friday, give Dad a real boys’ 
night out with Havana rolls and the 
Devil’s nectar at the “Cigar and 
Whiskey Night” at Fort Hamilton 
Community Club Lounge (207 
Sterling Dr. at Sheridan Loop on 
Fort Hamilton Army Base). Sample 
five whiskeys and puff on a pair of 
cigars like a mob boss for a mere 
$35 each, starting at 6:30 pm. Snag 
a coveted spot for you and Pops at 
hamilton.armymwr.com — online 
tickets are $5 off, and be sure you 
both bring identification so you can 
get on the base. 

Then swing by Sgt. Deon L. 
Taylor Sports Field, just a short 
walk away, for a softball game — 

because what do Dads love more than 
knocking back a few cold ones while 
watching sports? Soak up the witty 
banter between radio personalities 
Boomer Esiason and Craig Carton, 
who will emcee the aptly named 
“Boomer and Carton Celebrity 
Softball Game.” Chow down on clas-

sic ball game fare while you watch 
and wash it down with plenty of 
brewskis. First pitch is at 6:30 pm, 
but the game will keep going until at 
least 8 pm. Again, you can register at 
hamilton.armymwr.com.

Finally, cap the evening with some 
fine dining at Leo’s Casa Calamari 
(8602 Third Ave. at 86th Street), 
where local foodies will mingle over 
pasta and prosecco for the South 
Brooklyn Food and Drink Facebook 
group’s first in-person meet-up at 
8:30 pm.

And on Dad’s Day, take your Pa 
out for dinner and a show, with a 
concert dedicated to him — Martin 
McQuade’s “Pop Songs for Poppa” 
concert on Sunday at the Gulf Coast 
(6901 Third Ave. at Bay Ridge 
Avenue). Pianist Pete Sokolow will 
accompany the crooner for a 3 pm 
show that will include father-son–
themed classics such as “Sonny Boy,” 
“Papa Loves Mambo,” and “Dear 
Little Boy of Mine.” Call (347) 662–
6644 to line up your reservation.

Dad has his day in the Ridge

CHEWS AND VIEWS

Tasty views: The main dining room of Cecconi’s also boasts views of the Manhattan 
Bridge.  Dave Burk 

Cecconi’s opens on Dumbo waterfront

Continued on page 44
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

SUN, JUNE 22
SPORTS, NBA DRAFT 

2017: $26–$106. 7 pm.

SUN, JUNE 25
SPORTS, BIG 3: Three-on-

three basketball games 
with professional play-
ers. $27–$215. 1 pm.

TUE, JUNE 27
MUSIC, THE TOTAL 

PACKAGE TOUR: With 
New Kids on the Block, 
Paula Abdul, and Boyz 
II Men. $25–$995. 7:30 
pm.

WED, JULY 5
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

THU, JULY 6
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 7
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 8
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
4 pm and 7:30 pm.

SUN, JULY 9
DANCE, CIRQUE DU SO-

LEIL — OVO: $25–$170. 
1:30 pm and 5 pm.

THU, JULY 20
MUSIC, KENDRICK 

LAMAR: $103–$652. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 21
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

SUN, JULY 23
MUSIC, KENDRICK 

LAMAR: $103–$652. 
7:30 pm.

THU, JULY 27
MUSIC, G-DRAGON: 

$100–$637. 9 pm.

FRI, JULY 28
MUSIC, QUEEN AND 

ADAM LAMBERT: $49–
$505. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 29
SPORTS, ADRIAN 

BRONER VS. MIKEY 
GARCIA: $82–$505. 
Time tba.

TUE, AUG 1
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 2
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 14
MUSIC, SHAWN MEN-

DES: $29–$550. 7:30 
pm.

SAT, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER: $tba. Time 
tba.

SUN, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $tba. 6:30 pm.

MON, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $tba. 7:30 
pm.

TUE, AUG 22
SPORTS, WWE SMACK-

DOWN LIVE: $tba. 7:45 
pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

SUN, JUNE 18
MUSIC, WHITNEY 

MARCHELLE: The Jazz 
Foundation presents the 
acclaimed blues and jazz 
singer. Free. 2 pm. Brook-
lyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition [481 Van Brunt 
St., Door Seven, near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The crooner celebrates Fa-
ther’s Day with “Pop Songs 
for Poppa.” Free. 3–6 pm. 
Gulf Coast [6901 Third Ave 
at Bay Ridge Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (347) 662–6644]. 

DAD’S DAY WOOD SHOP 
SHEBANG!: Sawkill Lum-
ber Company has its Grand 
Opening, letting kids make 
wood art or boxes from re-
claimed wood, along with 
games, music, and pop-
corn. Free. 10 am–5 pm. 
Sawkill Lumber Company 
[71 Troy Ave. between At-
lantic Avenue and Michael 
Griffi th Street in Crown 
Heights, (212) 222–2503], 
www.sawkill.nyc. 

OUTDOORS, HUNT FOR 
WILD JUNEBERRIES: 
Join Wildman Steve Brill 
for an exciting four-hour 
walk through the park to 
look for edible berries. 
RSVP required, 24 hours 
prior to event. $20 ($10 
children). 11:45 am. Grand 
Army Plaza [Union Street 
between Flatbush Avenue 
and Prospect Park West 
in Park Slope, (914) 835–
2153], www.wildmansteve-
brill.com. 

SPORTS, KAYAK POLO: 
Join the water sport — 
no experience required. 
Free. 12:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Boathouse 
(End of Pineapple St. and 
Furman Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.bbpboat-
house.org. 

ART, “THE RITES OF 
SPRING” PIER ART 
SHOW: 1–6 pm. See Satur-
day, June 17. 

MON, JUNE 19
READING, JOHN BURGER-

MAN: The doodle artist 
launches his debut pic-
ture book “Splat,” with 
a reading and art event 
with author Oliver Jeffers, 
who wrote “The Day the 
Crayons Quit.”” Free. 4 
pm. Books Are Magic [225 
Smith St. at Butler Street 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
246–2665], www.booksa-
remagic.net. 

THEATER, “YELLOWMAN”: 
A staged reading of the 
love story between a dark-
skinned woman and a fair-
skinned black man in 1960s 
South Carolina. $30 ($20 
in advance). 7 pm. Kumble 
Theater at Long Island 
University [DeKalb and 
Flatbush avenues in Down-
town, (718) 488–1624], 
www.kumbletheater.org. 

TALK, ARUNDHATI ROY: 
The award-winning Indian 
writer and activist dis-
cusses her return to fi c-
tion with her second novel 
“The Ministry of Utmost 
Happiness.” Tickets start-
ing at $25. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

FRI, JUNE 16
THEATER, “RICHARD III”: 

The Smith Street Stage 
theater company presents 
Shakespeare’s the tale of 
a corrupt king under the 
stars. Free. 7:30 pm. Car-
roll Park (Smith Street be-
tween President and Car-
roll streets in Cobble Hill), 
www.smithstreetstage.org. 

ART, ADULT PAINT NIGHT: A 
relaxing night of painting, 
friends, and lots of wine. 
Bring your own snacks and 
drinks, but painting materi-
als are provided. $45. 7:30 
pm. Elisa Viesta & Com-
pany [3422 Quentin Rd at E 
35th Street in Marine Park, 
(718) 336–3422], www.
elisaviesta.com. 

THEATER, “HAIR-ITAGE 
THE PLAY”: A play about 
the evolution of the black 
woman’s hair, as six sistahs 
share how their hair has 
defi ned them. $25. 8 pm. 
The Black Lady Theatre 
[750 Nostrand Ave. be-
tween Park and Sterling 
places in Crown Heights, 
(718) 771–0900], www.
hairitagetheplay.com. 

DANCE, “ROOTS AND NEW 
GROUND 2”: Brooklyn 
Ballet presents an evening 
of new work that blends 
ballet with urban dance, 
tap, jazz, and modern 
dance. $25 ($15 students 
and seniors). 8 pm. The Ac-
tors Fund Arts Center (160 
Schermerhorn St. between 
Smith and Hoyt streets in 
Downtown). 

COMEDY, LITERATI: Come-
dians in character perform 
hilarious readings of fake 
novels. With hosts Colin 
O’Brien and Michael Wolf. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

DANCE, “TENDERIZER”: 
A mash-up of three new 
dance pieces by Sally 
Silvers and Dancers. 
$15–$25. 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

FILM, THE MARIBOR UPRIS-
INGS: In this interactive 
fi lm about a political upris-
ing in Slovenia, the audi-
ence decides the outcome 
of the fi lm. Followed a dis-
cussion with the directors. 
Free. 8 pm. Metro Tech 
Commons (5 MetroTech 
Center at Bridge Street 
Downtown). 

THEATER, “HISSIFIT”: A 
punk-rock retelling of the 
Medusa myth, featuring 
an all-girl, all-gorgon rock 
band. $15. 8 pm. Moose 
Lab Workspace (65 Pearl 
St. between Front and 
Water streets in Dumbo), 
www.thecradletheatre.org. 

SAT, JUNE 17
MUSIC, SING-ALONG SHAB-

BAT: Experience Shabbat 
morning as a family with 
singing, guitar, and musical 
prayer. Free. 10:45 am. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Ave. between 80th 
and 81st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

MUSIC, “BELL 8”: A medita-
tive, immersive installation 
named after a navigational 
buoy in Long Island Sound. 

This “sea ‘scape” uses 
music and visuals to inspire 
the sense of expansion and 
bliss one has afl oat. $5-$20 
suggested donation. 1–5 
pm. Waterfront Museum 
Barge [290 Conover St. 
near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 624–4719], 
www.waterfrontmuseum.
org. 

EVENT, CONEY ISLAND 
MERMAID PARADE: Join 
Queen Mermaid Debbie 
Harry and King Neptune 
Chris Stein, both of the 
band Blondie, for the 35th 
annual parade featuring 
marching bands, fl oats, 
and participants barely 
dressed as mermaids and 
sea creatures! Free. 1 pm. 
(W. 21st Street and Surf 
Avenue in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

MUSIC, MUSIC IN MOTION: 
Bargemusic presents a 
family concert of chamber 
music on its fl oating barge. 
The hour-long concert is 
followed by a discussion 
with the artists. Free. 4 
pm. Fulton Ferry Land-
ing (1 Water St. at Furman 
Street in Dumbo), www. 
bargemusic.org. 

MARKET, FLEA MARKET: 
Clothing, family commodi-
ties, arts, books, refresh-
ments, and more - great 
for community service. 
Free to enter. 9 am to 4 
pm. Episcopal Church of 
the Holy Spirit [8117 Bay 
Parkway at 82nd Street 
in Bensonhurst, (718) 
837–0412], www.episcopal-
church-of-holyspirit.org. 

KAYAKING: Paddle in the 
East River. Children under 
18 must be accompanied 
by an adult guardian. Free. 
10 am to 3 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Boathouse 
(End of Pineapple St. and 
Furman Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.bbpboat-
house.org. 

ART, BLUE PLATE STORIES 
ART WORKSHOP: Art-

ist Cecile Chong will lead 
participants in making 
their own Delft-infl uenced 
artwork on paper plates, 
based on personal nar-
ratives and inspired by 
Chong’s mixed media gal-
lery installation. $5 sug-
gested donation. 11 am. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

ART, “THE RITES OF 
SPRING” PIER ART 
SHOW: The Brooklyn 
Waterfront Arts Coalition 
presents its spring show, 
featuring the work of al-
most 300 artists. Free. 1–6 
pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [481 Van 
Brunt St., Door Seven, near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

READING, “PORTRAITS IN 
POETRY AND PROSE”: 
Writers from Staten Island 
team up with members of 
the Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition to pres-
ent new work. Free. 2–5 
pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [481 Van 
Brunt St., Door Seven, near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.
bwac.org. 

COMEDY, “EARTHQUAKE 
AND FRIENDS FATHER’S 
DAY COMEDY SHOW”: 
Earthquake, known for 
his role as Uncle Mike in 
“Everybody Hates Chris,” 
headlines a stellar lineup 
of comedians. $54. 8 
pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com. Theater, 
“Richard III”: 7:30 pm. See 
Friday, June 16. 

DANCE, “ROOTS AND NEW 
GROUND 2”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, June 16. 

THEATER, “HISSIFIT”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, June 16. Continued on page 44

Doodle dude: Colorful Williamsburg artist Jon Burgerman will 
read from his new picture book “Splat” and lead an art activ-
ity for kids at Books of Magic in Carroll Gardens on June 19. 
 Joan Tsen

A spicier press secretary: Paula Abdul will play Barclays Center 
on June 27, along with New Kids on the Block and Boys II Men.
 Associated Press / Evan Vucci
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FILM, “NEON JOE WERE-
WOLF HUNTER” RELEASE 
PARTY: Adult Swim hosts 
the season two premiere 
of the bizarre series, fol-
lowed by a discussion with 
the director. Free, RSVP 
required. 9 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

TUES, JUNE 20
TOUR, HISTORIC TOUR OF 

KINGS THEATRE: Explore 
the Kings Theatre on a 
guided tour, where you’ll 
learn about the history and 
architecture of the former 
movie palace and it’s new 
life after a $95M restora-
tion to a state-of-the-art 
live performance venue. 
$15. 11 am. Kings Theatre 
(1027 Flatbush Ave. be-
tween Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

MUSIC, THIS IS THE KIT: $15. 
8 pm. Baby’s All Right [146 
Broadway between Bed-
ford and Driggs avenues 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
599–5800], www.babysall-
right.com. 

WED, JUNE 21
ART, “BROOKLYN GAZE 

EDITION 2 — LIGHT-
POST”: The facade of the 
Brooklyn Public Library 
turns into a visual forum 
for the words of James 
Baldwin, Hannah Arendt, 
and Sojourner Truth. With 
a dance lesson with Grupo 
Rebolú. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [10 Grand 
Army Plaza, between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

ART, “ALL NATURALE” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
Brooklyn artist Rachel 
Jo celebrates the open-
ing of her solo show “All 
Naturale,” a playful exhibi-
tion of pieces inspired by 
plants and nudity. Free. 
7–9 pm. Grumpy Bert (82 
Bond St. between Atlantic 
Avenue and State Street in 
Downtown), www.grumpy-
bert.com. 

ART, DRINK AND DRAW-
BOTS: A night of drinking 
and creating machines that 
draw and paint. $20 sug-
gested donation. 7:30 pm. 
Open Source Gallery [306 
17th St. at Sixth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (646) 279–
3969], www.open-source-
gallery.org. 

FILM, NITEHAWK SHORTS 
FESTIVAL PREMIERE: 
Enjoy seven of the best 
short fi lms from the 2016 
Nitehawk Shorts Festival, 
followed by drinks and a 
discussion with the fi lm-
makers. $16. 7:30 pm. Ni-
tehawk Cinema [136 Met-
ropolitan Ave. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 

Continued from page 43 Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384–3980], www.nite-
hawkcinema.com. 

MUSIC, RENT PARTY: The 
monthly stand-up and va-
riety show features New 
York’s best comics and a 
live band. With Sasheer 
Zamata, Mike Abrusci, 
Julia Claire, Martin Ur-
bano, and more! $10 ($8 
in advance). 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com.   

THURS, JUNE 22
FILM, BLACK QUEER 

BROOKLYN ON FILM: A 
weekly screening of short 
fi lms by young, black, 
queer, female-identifi ed 
and gender-nonconform-
ing artists and fi lmmakers 
working in Brooklyn. Free 
with museum admission. 
11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm, and 8 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

MUSIC, THE SUFFERS: Part 
of a free, outdoor concert 
series. Free. Noon. Metro-
Tech Commons [Flatbush 
Ave and Myrtle Ave in 
Downtown, (718) 636–
4100], www.BAM.org. 

DANCE, THE HIP-HOP 
DANCE CONSERVA-
TORY: The Live at the 
Archway series presents 
a class in popping, lock-
ing, boogaloo, and party 
dance with a live DJ. Free. 
6 pm. The Archway Under 
The Manhattan Bridge 
[Water St between Adams 
St and Anchorage Place in 
Dumbo, (718) 237–8700], 
dumbo.is. 

SPORTS, PING PONG 
HAPPY HOUR AT METRO-
TECH: A happy hour ping 
pong tournament, along 
with double dutch classes, 
corn hole competitions 
and music from a DJ. 
Free. 6–8 pm. MetroTech 
Commons (Bridge Street 
at Myrtle Promenade in 
Downtown), www.down-
townbrooklyn.com. 

TDANCE, “INVISIBLE — IM-
PRINTS OF RACISM”: Join 
a neighborhood barbe-
cue, followed by a dance 
performance from Be 
Heard World about racism 
in America at 8 pm. Free. 
6:30 pm. Herbert Von King 
Park (670 Lafayette Ave. 
between Tompkins and 
Marcy avenues in Bedford-
Stuyvesant). 

MUSIC, REGINA OPERA 
CONCERT: A night of 
Broadway selections and 
Italian songs. Free. 6:30 
pm. Sunset Park Public Li-
brary [5108 Fourth Ave. at 
51st Street in Sunset Park, 
(718) 259–2772], www.regi-
naopera.org. 

TALK, DOUBLEX GABFEST 
LIVE: A live podcast about 
gender issues across cul-
ture, politics, and more! 
$25-$50. 7:30 pm. Bell 

House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, MORRISSEY TRIB-
UTE PARTY: With per-
formances by the Sons & 
Heirs and the Jewbadours. 
$20 ($15 in advance). 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, “THE SANDLOT” 
DRINKING GAME: A live 
staged reading of the 
baseball fl ick, turned into 
an interactive drinking 
game. $10. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

FRI, JUNE 23
BROOKLYN EATS: Peruse 

local and regional distribu-
tors, makers, and more 
to get a taste of the best 
the borough has to offer 
the palate. $10. 10 am–4 
pm. New York Marriott at 
the Brooklyn Bridge (333 
Adams St. at Pearl Street in 
Downtown), www.brookly-
neats.com. 

DINING, GIN IN JUNE: Drink 
expert Tonya Hopkins 
leads a tasting a range of 
old and newer styles of 
gin, with some summer 
bites. $45. 6:30–8:30 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

COMEDY, BACKFATLOR-
ETTE: Four single standup 
comics compete in comedy 
challenges to win the heart 
of burlesque dancer Vada 
James. 8 pm. 61 Local (61 
Bergen St. between Smith 
and Court streets in Cob-
ble Hill), www.61local.com. 

MUSIC, SPIRAL STAIRS, 
OVOLV, SAVAK: $18 ($16 
in advance). 9 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

SAT, JUNE 24
DANCE, GLOBAL WATER 

DANCES: The Artichoke 
Dance Company performs 
a dance about the im-
portance of clean water, 
while standing on canoes 
in the Gowanus Canal. 
Free. 2 pm. Whole Foods 
Promenade (Third Street 
between Third Avenue and 
Bond Street in Gowanus), 
www.artichokedance.org. 

MUSIC, DEAN MARTIN’S 
100TH BIRTHDAY CEL-
EBRATION: Singer Martin 
McQuade honors the king 
of cool. Free. 7–10 pm. 
The Brooklyn Firefl y [3007 
Third Ave between Oving-
ton Avenue and 72nd 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833–5000]. 

MUSIC, AFROSOULSTICE 
2017: An epic celebra-
tion of African diaspora 
people and culture, with 
music from Wunmi, Shaun 
Kelly, and Ori Nugo, with 
a performance by KowTeff 
African Dance Company. 
$45. 7 pm–midnight. BRIC 
Ballroom [647 Fulton St. 
at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (347) 232–7834], 
www.kowteff.org. 

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 per person
Music : Thurs. – Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

Parties welcome for all occasions

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Gemini and Scorpio (255 
Douglass St. between Third 
Avenue and Nevins Street 
in Gowanus, www.gemin-
iandscorpio.com). June 17, 8 
pm–2 am. $10–$20. 

Sea shanties
Boerum Hill watering 

hole Hank’s Saloon will host 

a Mer-Lives Matter party 
after the parade, featuring 
deep-sea down-home bands 
Dan Montgomery Band, 
Thigh Highs, Heap, and 
Meticulous Woman. 

Hank’s Saloon (46 Third 
Ave. at Atlantic Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, www.hankssa-
loon.com). 7:30 pm–1 am. $7. 

Swing of the sea 
Explore an ancient king-

dom at the Atlantis party at 

Bushwick’s House of Yes — 
where all underwater species 
are welcome, and costumes 
are mandatory! You can float 
into a photo booth, dance 
to tunes from a trio of disc 
jockeys, and exploring a bio-
luminescent lagoon.

House of Yes (2 Wyckoff 
Ave. between Jefferson 
and Troutman streets in 
Bushwick, www.houseofyes.
org). June 17, 10 pm–4 am. 
$15–$25. 

Dressed to impress: These dolled-up maids will find plenty of places to party once the Mermaid Parade 
ends. Norman Blake

Continued from page 40 

PARADE

on a historic schooner, and 
Cafe Roebling, a casual cafe. 
Cavaliere said he is pumped 
to serve his food in such 
company. 

“The location, the area, 
there’s a lot of great restau-
rants opening — a lot of 
people coming to Dumbo,” 
he said. “It feels good to be 
a part of it.” 

Empires Stores will 
also soon welcome the first 
Brooklyn incarnation of the 
exclusive Soho House club, 
 called Dumbo House , on its 

top two floors. 
Cecconi’s [55 Water St. 

between Main and Dock 
streets in Dumbo, (718) 650–
3900, www.cecconisdumbo.

com]. Open Mon–Wed, 11:30 
am–midnight, Thu–Fri, 
11:30 am–1 am, Sat, 10:30 
am–1 am, Sun, 10:30 am–
midnight.

Hot spot: Cecconi’s cooks up pizzas in its wood-fired oven. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini 

Continued from page 42 

CECCONIS
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    †/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax,    title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable upon 
consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/
purchase option: $6,696/$26,830 (Lincoln MKZ),    $7,896/$28,882 (Lincoln MKX),    $10,044/$26,702 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 
25¢ per mile over 10,   500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for 
typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391,    DMV#6240988.

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

�

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

15 in stock...
Leasing
For Much
Much Less!

Much, Much Less.
Plus
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Mets fi rst-rounder could get shot in Brooklyn
BY LAURA AMATO

It’s almost become tradition. 
The Mets once again went 

for experience early in this 
year’s Major League Baseball 
draft, selecting University of 
Oregon pitcher David Peterson 
with the 20th overall selection 
on June 12.

It’s the third straight year 
the Mets went with a college 
player in the opening round 
and the second straight year 
the squad has selected a pitcher 
with its fi rst pick. Now, the 
lefthander is primed for a pro 
debut — and it’s likely his path 
will lead him to the Brooklyn 
Cyclones.

“David is a Golden Spikes 
fi nalist, pitched at Oregon, 
played on Team USA last year 
and had just a tremendous year 
this year,” said Tommy Tanous, 
Mets vice president of interna-
tional and amateur scouting. 
“He’s one of those pitchers that 

you feel like every time you see 
him pitch, he keeps getting bet-
ter.”

The 6-foot-4, 240-pound Pe-
terson was dominant on the 
mound in his junior year, post-
ing an 11–4 record with a 2.51 
earned run average and 140 
strikeouts in just over 100 in-
nings pitched. He walked just 
15 batters all spring and set a 
school record for strikeouts in 
a game, twice, fi rst with 17 and 
then with 20. 

“As a pitcher, I believe my 
greatest strength is being the 
competitor I am,” Peterson 
said. “Whether my stuff is good 
or bad that day, I’m giving the 
team 110 percent of what I have. 
That’s always my motto. When 
I’m at my best, I believe I can 
throw any of my pitches for 
strikes.”

Peterson, who watched the 
draft with family and friends SOUTHPAW STRIKEOUT: Mets fi rst-round pick David Peterson set a school record for strikeouts this season, 

twice, including a 20-strikeout performance in April.  Associated Press / Larry Goren

BY TROY MAURIELLO
He seized his moment.

Cosmos sub Kalif Alhassan 
scored his fi rst goal of the sea-
son in the closing moments of 
the match on June 10, pushing 
his squad to a 2–2 draw with 
North Carolina FC at MCU 
Park. Alhassan came onto the 
pitch in the 60th minute and 
his move sent the home crowd 
into a frenzy, erasing what 
would have been a frustrating 

loss for the Cosmos.
“We know that Alhassan 

can bring some magic into 
the game,” Cosmos coach Gio-
vanni Savarese said. “He’s that 
player that has fl air, creativity; 
he came into the match to bring 
that into it. He found a fantas-
tic goal, a beautiful goal.”

Both teams got off to a stel-
lar start offensively. The Cos-
mos struck fi rst, on a seventh-
minute goal by forward Irvin 

Herrera. Herrera received a 
pass from Spanish defender 
Ayoze from just outside the six-
yard box, and he was able to 
neatly fi nd the back of the net 
to put the Cosmos out in front.

The goal was Herrera’s sec-
ond in as many games, and the 
El Salvadorian forward ap-
pears to be fi nding his form af-
ter struggling early in his Cos-
mos career.

FRESH FEET: Cosmos sub Kalif Alhassan was only on the pitch for a few 
minutes before notching his fi rst goal of the season on June 10, lifting his 
team to a 2–2 draw at MCU Park.  The New York Cosmos

Continued on page 49

Continued on page 49

Just in time: Cosmos score late, 
earn draw with North Carolina

• ‘They were great role 
models for me and they 
taught me a lot.’

• ‘Our fans are used 
to a certain quality 
of baseball.’

— Former Poly Prep baseball standout 
Rob Calebrese on the school’s coaches.

— Cyclones spokesman Billy Harner 
on playing in New York City.

We call our office State-of-the-Art Dentistry because we keep our technology 
and techniques up-to-date to provide you the best experience possible. 
We accommodate families of all ages with strict sterilization techniques.

JOSEPH LICHTER, DDS
1420 Ave. P, 2nd Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11229 

(Between East 14th and 15th)

 Fri. 8am–2pm

718.339.7878

�������	
��	��������	��	��

bleaching

15% off 15% off
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BY MATT JOHN
The forecast calls for Cy-
clones and a shower — of pro-
motions and giveaways — at 
MCU Park in Coney Island 
this summer.

Every day, or night, they 
take the fi eld, the Brooklyn Cy-
clones will offer fans hustling 
baseball, and another reason 
to be glad they came out to the 
game. Here’s a list:

June 20: Shirt giveaway, 
presented by the Municipal 
Credit Union.

June 24: Girl Scout Night, 
with a fi reworks display.

June 25: “Paw Patrol” 
Night, with a baseball give-
away, pre-game autographs, 
kids get to run the bases, a 
Sunday T-shirt package, and a 
jersey off the back raffl e.

June 26: Chest protec-
tor lunch bag giveaway, and 
everyone gets to run the 
bases.

July 1: “A League of Their 
Own” anniversary with a 
Rockford Peaches cap give-
away and Baseb-All you can 
drink.

July 2: Marvel Super Hero 
Day with a Captain America 
bobblehead, a pre-game catch, 
kids gets to run the bases, a 
Sunday T-shirt package, a jer-
sey off the back raffl e, and a 
special offer.

July 3: Cooler beach bag 
giveaway, with a fi reworks 
display, and everyone gets to 
run the bases.

July 7: First Responders 
Night. Manager Edgardo Al-
fonzo will present the start-

ing lineup, and the game will 
be presented by Dime commu-
nity bank.

July 9: Italian Cultural 
Night, featuring a selfie 
stick giveaway presented by 
Coca Cola in which fans get 
to take pre-game selfies. It 
will also be a Sunday T-shirt 
package and kids get to run 
the bases.

July 14: Boy Scout Night. 
Fans will get an Edgardo Al-
fonzo Mets jersey presented 
by GEICO, and there will be a 
fi reworks display.

July 15: Relay for Life 
Night. Fans will be given an 
Amed Rosario garden gnome, 
have a jersey off the back raf-
fl e and a Baseb-All you can 
drink.

B GM BR

The Boys of Summer are 
back — and so are giveaways

BY MATT JOHN
Get your popcorn ready, Coney 
Island, the Cyclones are back!

The Brooklyn Cyclones 
are approaching the Monday, 
June 19 opener of the 2017 
New York-Penn League sea-
son with high hopes — even if 
the squad’s honchos don’t yet 
know who will be sprinting 
onto the fi eld at MCU Park to 
play for them.

“Every year we hope to 
get back to the playoffs and 
potentially win a champion-
ship. That’s kind of the goal 
for every team when the sea-
son starts, regardless of if 
you’re in short-season base-
ball or playing in the majors,” 
team spokesman Billy Harner 
said. “We don’t know who is 
going to be our pitchers. We 
don’t know who’s going to be 
in our outfi eld. We don’t who 
know who’s going to be play-
ing anywhere until a few days 
before opening day. It’s a very 
unique situation we have here 
in short-season baseball but 
the goals are always still the 
same regardless of where you 
are playing.”

The Cyclones fi nished 37–
39 — third in the division — 
so there is obvious room for 
improvement. Team manage-

ment believes that recent off-
season moves — most nota-
bly promoting assistant coach 
and former Met Edgardo Al-
fonzo to manager — will pay 
dividends on the fi eld once the 
season starts.
“He’s one of the more be-

loved Mets in recent memory 
so we’re excited to have him 
here,” Harner said of Alfonzo. 
“He tends to be more aggres-
sive, which is always some-
thing that makes fans more 
excited.”

THE FONZ: All-star former Met Edgardo Alfonzo will helm the Cyclones 
this season. Brooklyn Cyclones

BY TROY MAURIELLO
He found his swing in the 
Windy City.

Former Poly Prep base-
ball star Rob Calabrese 
burst onto the national scene 
at the University of Chicago 
this spring, bouncing back 
from two lackluster seasons 
at the start of his collegiate 
career. His .353 batting aver-
age, .425 on-base percentage, 
and 53 runs batted in earned 
him Horizon League Player 
of the Year honors and a 
selection to the Collegiate 
Baseball All-America Sec-
ond Team.

Those numbers were in 
stark contrast to Calabrese’s 
fi rst two seasons in Chicago, 
during which he hit just .224 
in 170 combined at bats.

The 21-year-old, one-time 
Blue Devils star credits his 
resurgence at the plate to a 
change in his approach to 
the game.

“I think I learned my fi rst 
two years that baseball’s 
a really hard game,” Cala-
brese said. “And I got down 
on myself a lot and I kind of 
just took away a lot of at-bats 
because I was so down on 
myself for not doing what I 
was expecting myself to do. I 
think this year I kind of took 
a different approach about it, 
just trying to enjoy the game, 
enjoying what I’m doing and 
just having fun with it.”

That mentality paid off 
for both Calabrese and his 
teammates. The Flames won 
39 games this season, clinch-
ing the Horizon League 
championship and earning 

a berth in the National Col-
legiate Athletic Association 
tournament for the fi rst time 
since 2008.

Chicago dropped both 
games in the Hattiesburg 
Regional, but Calabrese still 
managed to make an impact. 
He drove in fi ve runs — in-
cluding a grand slam against 
No. 10 Southern Miss — and 
was selected to the All-Re-
gional Team.

“Even though we lost 
both games, I thought we 
were right there and we 
earned a lot of respect, being 
a small program in Chicago 
and being in the Horizon 
League,” he said. “I think 
a lot of teams know who we 
are now, playing those really 
tough games.”

Now that his season in 
Chicago is over, Calabrese 
will have a major deci-
sion to make in the coming 
weeks. He is projected by 
many to be selected in the 
early rounds of the upcom-
ing Major League Baseball 
draft, and should that hap-
pen, he would have to decide 
whether to stay in school, or 
go pro.

“It’s always been my 
dream since I was a little kid, 
to play Major League Base-
ball,” he said. “But my goal 
has become to be the best 
catcher that I can be in the 
major leagues hopefully one 
day, and I think that I’m on 
the right path right now.”

Whether Calabrese re-
turns to Chicago or chooses 
to pursue his professional 

Poly Prep baseball 
standout fi nds 

success in Chicago

MIND OVER MATTER: Rob Calabrese credits a different mindset at 
the plate this season with helping him pack his stat line, earning 
All-American honors recently.  UIC Athletics / Steve Woltmann

Cyclones ready to 
roll at MCU Park

Continued on page 49

Continued on page 49
Continued on page 49
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Cyclones brass are anxiously 
looking forward to who the par-
ent club Mets select in Monday’s 
Major League Baseball draft, 
to get an idea of which ballplay-
ers might be on Brooklyn roster 
come opening day.

“We’re just like most fans — 
waiting to see what happens here 
in the next couple of days. Hope-
fully the roster starts to take 
shape and we’ll have a better 
idea by the end of the week who 
will be taking the fi eld on open-
ing day.” Harner said. “We’re a 
minor league team playing in a 
major league city, so our fans are 
used to a certain quality of base-
ball.” Harner said. 

The Cyclones haven’t been 
to the playoffs since 2012, and 
are counting on Alfonzo’s fresh 
leadership, and the continued 
support of their loyal fans, to 
carry the team back to postsea-
son play.

“Our fans are very passion-
ate,” Harner said. “And it’s very 
intimidating for opposing teams 
playing in front of crowds like we 
have here.”

B GM BR

WARMING UP: Former Met All-Star Edgardo Alfonzo, who will be 
at the helm of the Brooklyn Cyclones this season, throws the ball 
around in pre-season warm-ups. Photo by Steve Solomonson

in Oregon, worked extensively 
with a pitching coach this 
year to fi ne-tune his game, and 
his 20-strikeout performance 
earned him national attention.

He was quick to point out, 
however, that he’s not inter-
ested in setting records. Pe-
terson wants to play in the big 
leagues and he’s determined to 
do whatever it takes to make it 
to The Show.

“My dream in life has always 
been to be a professional base-
ball player and play in the ma-
jor leagues, and being drafted 
in the fi rst round by the Mets is 
exciting for me,” Peterson said. 
“I was very overwhelmed with 
joy.”

This isn’t the fi rst time the 
Mets have ventured West for 
draft picks. Michael Conforto 
— who dominated during his 
time in Brooklyn — played at 

Oregon State before being se-
lected by the Mets in 2014, and 
Tanous admitted the process 
for fi nding Peterson was, essen-
tially, the same. 

“They had similar paths — 
both played on Team USA, both 
played in the Northwest, and 
I’m not reinventing the wheel,” 
he said. “David kept impressing 
us and impressing us,” Tanous 
added. “That’s I think the only 
process we have — to see these 
players play as much as possi-
ble. With David there are some 
similarities to the process as 
far as [what it was with] Mi-
chael Conforto.”

The Mets also selected high-
school prospect Mark Vien-
tos from Florida in the second 
round and the organization ex-
pects both players to sign sooner 
rather than later. If tradition 
holds, again, both Peterson and 
Vientos, a middle infi elder, will 
suit up for the Cyclones this 
summer, taking their fi rst pro 
steps in Brooklyn. 

But the Cosmos’ lead 
wouldn’t last long. North Car-
olina tied the game just four 
minutes later on a goal from 
forward Billy Schuler, who 
connected with a strike after 
Cosmos goalie Jimmy Mau-
rer attempted to clear a corner 
kick.

“For me I always feel like 
there’s something I could do. 
Any time the ball goes in the 
net there’s something I could 
have done better,” Maurer said 
of the goal.

In the closing minutes of 
the fi rst half, New York missed 
three scoring opportunities, 
and ultimately North Carolina 
took advantage. The Cosmos 
went into the break down 2–1 

after Lance Laing found the 
back of the net on a free kick in 
the 45th minute.

As the second half got go-
ing, the story felt like more of 
the same for New York. Andres 
Flores had the Cosmos’ best 
chance in the 63rd minute, but 
his shot, on a cross from Jimmy 
Mulligan, sailed wide.

The Cosmos again had an 
opportunity to tie things up 
in the 82nd minute, when Her-
rera fi red a shot that appeared 
destined for the back of the net, 
but was blocked by a Carolina 
defender at the goal line.

Finally, Alhassan scored 
the Cosmos’ much-needed goal 
on a chip shot in the 84th min-
ute. It wasn’t the prettiest, but 
it tied up the game and secured 
the point for New York. 

New York will next be in ac-
tion on June 16.

goals, he said the impact that 
his time at Poly Prep had on 
him will stick with him for the 
remainder of his playing ca-
reer.

He was full of praise for his 
Poly Prep coaches, including 
head coach Matt Roventini, 
and assistants Matt Durando, 
Anthony Ferrante and Joe 
Fusaro.

“They were great role mod-
els for me and they taught me a 
lot about the game,” Calabrese 
said. “So I think playing under 
them and just going to Poly and 
having their code — they call it 
their Honor Code — and being 
able to deal with that, you just 

learn a lot and you grow up a lot 
quicker.”

Calabrese often found him-
self in high-pressure situations 
with Poly Prep and he credits 
coming through in those big-
time moments with preparing 
him for the college game. The 
Blue Devils won state champi-
onships in each of his fi rst two 
seasons, and by his senior year 
Calabrese was named All-City 
Most Valuable Player. Now, 
he’s hoping that experience 
will prepare him for the pros.

“I think playing in so many 
of those high-intensity games, 
it kind of teaches you basically 
to relax,” he said. “Playing in 
all those games you learn that 
all you really gotta do is just 
be yourself and do what you’ve 
been doing all year.”
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CYCLONES

July 16: Harry Potter 
Night. Fans will be given a 
Brooklyn Cyclones Fidget 
Spinner, kids get to run the 
bases, and a Sunday T-shirt 
package.

July 17: New York Police 
Department Appreciation 
night in which fans will be 
given performance socks and 
get to run the bases.

July 18: Irish Night. Fans 
get a plaid hat presented by 
Budweiser, a fi reworks dis-
play, and a special offer.

July 19: Villain Appreci-
ation Day featuring “Happy 
Gilmore” baddie Shooter Mc-
Gavin and a mystery bobble-
head giveaway. All tickets 
are $10, everyone gets to run 
the bases, and will all get a 
special offer.

July 23: New York De-
partment of Sanitation Ap-
preciation Night in which 
fans will be given a toy 
truck, participate in a pre-
game touch-a-truck, “Bark 
in the Park” in which fans 
can bring their pooches 
along to the game, kids get 
to run the bases, and a Sun-
day T-shirt package.

July 24: Autism Friendly 
Night. Everyone gets to run 
the bases.

July 25: Camp Day.
Aug. 2: “Squints” (from 

“The Sandlot”) Bobblehead 

Day. All tickets are $10, ev-
eryone gets to run the bases, 
and a special offer.

Aug. 3: Jewish Heritage 
Night in which fans will be 
given a Jose Reyes sliding 
bobblehead presented by New 
York University Lutheran.

Aug. 4: New York Fire De-
partment Night. The Cyclones 
will temporarily change its 
name to the Brooklyn Slices 
and there will be a Slice Cap 
giveaway. There will also be 
a fi reworks display and a jer-
sey off the back raffl e.

Aug. 5: Fourth peren-
nial “Seinfeld” Night. Fans 
get a Soup Nazi bobblehead, 
and actor Phil Morris — who 
played Jerry’s lawyer Jackie 
Morris — will make a guest 
appearance. There will also 
be a special offer and Baseb-
All you can drink.

Aug. 6: Thor Night. Fans 
get a Thor bobblehead, a Cy-
clones hair hat, a Sunday T-
shirt package, a special of-
fer, kids get to run the bases, 
and there will be a pre-game 
catch.

Aug. 7: Everyone gets to 
run the bases.

Aug. 16: A Stairway to 
Music Heaven, a tribute to 
those who rocked with all 
tickets being $10 and every-
one gets to run the bases.

Aug. 17: Fans will be 
given a ceramic stein to com-
memorate Augtoberfest and 
the game will be presented by 
Kings Auto Group.

Aug. 18: Jackie Robinson 
Night in which fans will be 
given a Flatbush Ave. bucket 
cap with a fi reworks display  
and a jersey off the back raf-
fl e.

Aug. 22: Princess and Pi-
rate Night with a fi reworks 
display.

Aug. 23: “Doug” night. 
All tickets are $10, everyone 
runs the bases, there will be a 
jersey off the back raffl e, and 
a special offer.

Aug. 24: Home Run Apple 
Jack in the Box.

Aug. 26: Star Wars Night. 
Fans will get a lightsaber 
mini bat, a fi reworks dis-
play and a Baseb-All You Can 
Drink.

Aug. 28: Garage Sale 
Giveaway. Everyone gets to 
run the bases.

Aug. 29: Military Appre-
ciation Night that will be pre-
sented by New York Univer-
sity.

Aug. 30: All tickets are 
$10 and everyone gets to run 
the bases.

Aug. 31: Christmas in 
August. Fans will be given a 
Brooklyn Bridge ski cap.

Sept. 1: Country Music 
Night, with a fi reworks dis-
play.

Sept. 2: “Saturday Night 
Fever” Night. Fans will be 
given a Mr. Potatohead and a 
Baseb-All you can drink.

Sept. 7: Fan Appreciation 
Day, in which fans will be 
given a 12-month calendar.

Continued from page 48 
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CALL 718-260-2555 TO ADVERTISE HERE
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the TRUTH about

Mary Travis Bassett, MD, MPH
Commissioner of the NYC Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene

Phillip Gardiner, DrPH
Co-Chair, African American Tobacco Control 
Leadership Council

Cianti A. Stewart-Reid
Vice President of Campaigns, Community and 
Youth Engagement, Truth Initiative

When &
Where

June 22, 2017 | 8:30AM
American Cancer Society
132 West 32nd Street
New York, NY

Featured
Speakers

A  H A Z A R D  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T I E S
MENTHOL

Made possible with funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.


