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BY COLIN MIXSON
This kid’s going places — 
fast.

A Park Slope Cub Scout 
bested dozens of would-
be champs to win the title 
of second-fastest racer in 
New York City at the World 
Championship Pinewood 
Derby on June 24, and 

while the speedster is only 
9-years-old, his success 
was all about experience, 
according to his one-man 
pit crew.   

“This was our fourth 
year doing it together and 
each year we were able to 
add a little more speed to 
the car,” said Alan Red-

fern, the grandfather of 
Nory Pena, a Webelos-rank 
scout.

This was the fi rst time 
that Pena, whose Troop 
412 is based out of St. Sav-
ior Catholic Academy on 
Eighth Avenue, qualifi ed 
for the world champion-

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The city will not raze Sunset 
Park’s landmarked old 68th Pre-
cinct Station House on Fourth 
Avenue to make way for a grade 
school. Instead, the state has ap-
proved plans to preserve half of 
the building’s facade and gut the 
rest to accommodate the school. 

School Construction Author-
ity reps raised the controversial 
possibility of knocking over the 
crumbling landmark to erect 
a 300-seat school last summer, 
but couldn’t move forward with 
plans until the State Historic 
Preservation Offi ce okayed the 
project. Offi cials rehashed the de-
sign and settled on a compromise 
that saves most of the facade but 
sacrifi ces the horse stable, much 
to the locals’ rejoicing. 

“At least to me, the stable is 
the least interesting part of the 
facade,” said Jeremy Laufer, dis-
trict manager of Community 
Board 7. “If we are able to pre-
serve the rest of it and at the 
same time gain a modern school 
— I think that is a good compro-
mise.” 

The castle-like turret and the 
exterior facing Fourth Avenue 
and 43rd Street will be cleaned 
once shovels hit the ground. 

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The Vegas Diner closed its 
doors for the last time on 
June 25 after serving South-
ern Brooklynites round-
the-clock nosh for the last 
35 years. 

The iconic diner on 86th 
Street and 16th Avenue has 
attracted a loyal clientele 

since it opened in 1982. But 
the quartet of aging owners 
decided it was time to move 
on, and long-time custom-
ers came out in force to say 
their goodbyes to their old 
haunt and its staff. 

“We were trying to de-
cide where to eat, and I 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 14Continued on page 14

Meals delivered 
at Coney beach

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Now that’s service! 

Culinary craftsmen at Coney 
Island’s Kitchen 21 stand ready 
to pack a picnic basket with 
goodies and run it out to you on 
the beach! Vacationers seeking 
a classy seaside picnic need not 
even step off the sand — they 
can order by phone and not in-
terrupt their sunbathing, said 
the restaurant’s general man-
ager. 

“Every moment on the beach 
is precious, so now people can 
enjoy being on the beach lon-
ger,” said Jim Coughlin, who 
runs Kitchen 21. “I mean it’s 
just classic — picnic lunch on 
the beach, what’s better than 
that?”

Hungry beach-goers can also 
step directly into the food hall, 
which opened in May at the his-
toric Childs Building on the 
Boardwalk at W. 21st Street, to 
select from a menu of different 
baskets. Options include “The 

Continued on page 6
OLD-SCHOOL PICNIC: Beach-goers can snag grub packed in picnic basket-esque containers at Kitchen 21 for a seaside 
feast at Coney Island.  Photo by Jon Farina

SPEED RACER: Nory Pena, 
9, was named second-fast-
est kid in New York City at 
the World Pinewood Derby 
Championship on June 24.

BASKET HAUL!Stay-tion

Scout’s need for speedVegas Diner folds
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Landmarked cop house 
to become a school
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.fo the NNew Yor

BY LAUREN GILL
They’re dead wrong.

Clinton Hill residents 
opposed to naming the bas-
ketball courts in a neigh-
borhood park after na-
tive hip-hop legend Biggie 
Smalls should bury their 
issues with his controver-
sial lyrics and tough-guy 
reputation and honor the 
rapper for his far-reaching 
infl uence, the Community 
Board 2 chairwoman said 
at a June 19 Parks Commit-
tee meeting. 

“Let’s give it a break, 
folks. I don’t want to 
say forget about his lyr-
ics, but I don’t look at 
his lyrics now, I look at 
his contributions,” said 
Shirley McRae. “Why 
don’t we try to focus on 
the good? The man has 
been dead for 20 years, 
when do you say enough 
is enough?”

Councilman Robert 
Cornegy (D–Bedford-
Stuyvesant) is proposing 
to name the courts at Cris-
pus Attucks Playground 
on Fulton Street and Clas-
son Avenue for Christopher 
Wallace, better known as 
the Notorious B.I.G., in an 
homage to the former Clin-
ton Hill resident, who died 
at 24 after being hit with 
four bullets in a drive-by 
shooting.

The Parks Committee 
voted unanimously to ap-
prove the tribute on June 
19, and the community 
board’s Executive Commit-
tee voted to approve it at 
a subsequent meeting on 
June 26.

The hoops have hosted 
an annual basketball tour-
nament each year since 
Biggie died, and Cornegy 
wants to cement the rap-
per’s infl uence in the 
neighborhood by brand-
ing the blacktop with his 
name.

But some locals ar-
gued that the artist who 
rapped about womaniz-
ing and guns doesn’t de-
serve the tribute, and 
suggested the courts be 

named after an iconic 
female politician from 
Brooklyn instead.

“By naming a park af-
ter him you are endors-
ing that he stood for drugs 
and carrying illegal 
guns,” said Fort Greene 
resident Lucy Koteen, who 
brandished copies of Wal-
lace’s lyrics at the meet-
ing. “His favorite thing 
was to put down somebody 
else. Couldn’t we name it 
Shirley Chisholm Park or 
something?”

Cornegy acknowledged 
Wallace’s lyrics are mi-
sogynistic, but pointed 
out that he has helped 
tons of kids posthumously 
through the Christopher 
Wallace Memorial Foun-
dation, an academic orga-
nization founded by his 
mother with the slogan 
“B.I.G.: Books Instead of 
Guns.”

Another resident 
said he and his friends 
hailed Wallace for his 
musical genius, and 
that people should not 

be so quick to dismiss 
lyrical content in hip-
hop that also exists in 
other genres.

“We didn’t think about 
the drugs, we thought 
about the art form,” said 
Jason Salmon, who works 
for state Sen. Velmanette 
Montgomery (D–Clinton 
Hill). “If this was the Roll-
ing Stones, the Beatles, or 
any other genre of music 
would we be examining it 
like this?”

This isn’t the fi rst time 
Cornegy — who said he 
promised Wallace’s mother 
that he would do every-
thing he could to honor the 
rapper — has tried to name 
something after him. The 
pol tried to get a portion of 
St. James Place co-named 
after Wallace in 2013, but 
 dropped the cause after 
community outrage over 
it caused further pain to 
Biggie’s mother , Cornegy 
said.

The basketball courts 
will get a plaque with 
Wallace’s name and a 
paragraph detailing his 
contributions to the com-
munity if the tribute is ul-
timately approved by the 
city.  

A B.I.G. deal

HOOP DREAMS: (Above) These 
basketball courts at Crispus 
Attucks Playground could be 
named for (left) Christopher 
Wallace, better known as Noto-
rious B.I.G.  

Critics cry foul as pol proposes naming 
Clinton Hill b’ball courts after slain rapper
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BY LAUREN GILL
Call it zero vision.

The city is putting police de-
partment parking ahead of cy-
clists’ safety by removing a buffer 
that protects the DeKalb Avenue 
bike lane and pushing the pedal-
ers’ path next to traffi c so precinct 
staff can leave their cars on the 
sidewalk outside Clinton Hill’s 
88th Precinct station house, the 
leader of a safe street advocacy 
group said on June 22.

“DeKalb Avenue should be-
come a protected bike lane, if any-
thing,” said Caroline Samponaro 
of Transportation Alternatives. 
“The NYPD needs to be setting a 
tone on the street for Vision Zero 
and safety, so it’s disappointing 
that they’d be looking to make this 
particular bike lane less safe.”

The Department of Transpor-
tation erased the striped buffer 
and shifted the 5-foot-wide bike 
lane between Classon Avenue and 
Steuben Street closer to moving 
vehicles last week, according to a 
spokeswoman.

The change follows  locals’ re-
peated complaints about police ve-
hicles parked perpendicular to the 
lane and jutting out into it , which 
they said compromised riders’ 
safety by forcing them to swerve 
into traffi c as they tried to avoid 
the parked cars.

The 88th Precinct’s command-
ing offi cer acknowledged the prob-
lem with Clinton Hill’s Finest 
parking their vehicles in the bike 
lane in a December interview with 
this paper, but said there’s not 
much he can do about it because he 

doesn’t want cops driving around 
the neighborhood for hours 
looking for spots.

There are 27 squad cars and ap-
proximately 50 vehicles that be-
long to commuting offi cers.

The precinct met with trans-
portation department honchos 
last December to fi nd a solution, 
and the buffer markings were 
scratched off over the last few 
weeks, as  reported by Streets-
blog .

But the city should be adding 
more markings, not taking them 
away, said Samponaro, who said 
offi cers who do not have a park-
ing lot at the 100-year-old station 
house should just deal with stow-
ing their cars elsewhere.

“There are any number of ways 
it can be addressed,” she said.

BEFORE AND AFTER: (Above) Markings used to protect the DeKalb Avenue bike lane outside Clinton Hill’s 88th Precinct 
station house from traffi c. (Below) The protective buffer that separated the lane from moving vehicles was scratched off in 
the last few weeks to allow room for precinct staff to park their vehicles perpendicularly on the sidewalk.

BY LAUREN GILL
He’s betting on the House. 

A Boerum Hill councilman 
said he is open to the idea of 
expanding the neighborhood’s 
800-bed House of Detention as 
part of the city’s plan to close 
the jails on Rikers Island.

“I’m in favor of closing Rik-
ers, there’s a capacity for jails 
Downtown, and we’ve learned 
through the reopening that 
having a facility there isn’t ter-
ribly onerous to the surround-
ing community,” said Council-
man Steve Levin (D–Boerum 
Hill).

The  facility on Atlantic 
Avenue and Smith Street re-
opened in 2012 , worrying lo-
cals who feared inmates would 
cause a ruckus in the nabe. But 
there have hardly been any 
complaints since, according to 
Levin, who said it makes sense 
to start exploring the idea of 
enlarging the jail following 
last week’s release of  Mayor 
DeBlasio’s report detailing his 
10-year plan for closing Rik-
ers .

The mayor’s proposal does 
not pinpoint any sites for expan-
sion or for new jails, and says 
that it will be up to politicians to 
fi nd spots where doing so might 
be feasible.

“Ultimately, closing all the 
jails on Rikers Island will de-
pend not only on reducing the 
size of the city jail population 
to 5,000, but also on the willing-
ness of neighborhoods and their 
elected offi cials to identify ap-
propriate new sites,” it reads.

DeBlasio’s plan calls for re-
ducing the population at Rikers’s 
jails from around 9,500 to 5,000 
over the next decade, which will 
allow it to be dispersed among 
newly opened or enlarged facili-
ties across the city.

Expanding the House of De-
tention — which now holds just 
466 inmates, according to city 
data — requires a city-approved 
re-zoning, which would hinge on 
Levin’s support, as Council usu-
ally defers to the local member.

 The city explored growing 
the jail to house 1,500 people 
in 2009 , but nixed the idea af-
ter locals fought back, deciding 
to expand Rikers instead. But 
now that the mayor hopes to 
close the scandal-plagued jail, 
it makes sense to move inmates 

closer to the courts Downtown, 
said Levin. 

“The principle of having 
jail facilities next to our court 
is the right principle,” he said. 
“Downtown makes the most 
sense because it’s close to the 
courts, and one of the benefi ts 
to having jails decentralized is 
cutting down on transportation 
costs. 

The pol acknowledged there 
may be community opposition, 
but said he has only received 
one complaint since the House 
of D’s 2012 reopening, which 
was about inmates peering into 
a neighborhood apartment from 
the facility’s rooftop recreation 
area. 

The jail put up netting to 
block inmates’ views after that, 
and Levin said he has not heard 
of any problems since, a sign 
that expansion might not be felt 
throughout the neighborhood. 

“It’s been fi ve years, my of-
fi ce is down the street,” he said. 
“If people have complaints I 
probably would have heard 
them by now.”

DeBlasio has not yet ap-
proached Levin about making 
the jail bigger, but the council-
man said he has had informal 
conversations with the admin-
istration about the possibility.

And the pol noted that he has 
not decided on whether or not to 
support expanding the House 
of D, but said concerned locals 
should consider how their worst 
fears about it have yet to come 
true.

“I’m not pre-approving any-
thing,” he said. “It’s important 
to note that the last fi ve years 
have not been the worst case 
scenario.”

Packing perps!

RAISING THE ROOF: Councilman 
Steve Levin is okay with expanding 
Boerum Hill’s House of Detention. 
 File photo

BUFFED OUT! 
Protective markings along bike lane outside 
88th Precinct station house axed for parking
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Pol open to idea of expanding 
B’Hill jail to allow Rikers closure
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935 Park Ave NY, NY 10028
212-628-8880

2460 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234

212-628-8880

Specialist in Diagnosis 
& Treatment of:

Sagging Upper 
& Lower Eyelids

Dry Eyes
Reconstructive Surgery 

after Skin Cancer Cosmetic 
Surgery, Rhinoplasty 

(Nose Surgery)

    OPHTHALMIC SURGERY

Simple Procedure Improves
Dry Eyes & Sagging Eyelids
Exclusive interview with Dr. Golio, Director of Craniofacial Surgery

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

If you have recurring infections on your eyelashes, dry eyes, 
feeling of dirt, debris, sand, odd bodies or watery eyes, you are 
not alone. A simple procedure performed under local anesthesia 
can help.

Dr. Dominck I. Golio says, “A growing number of people fl ock 
annually to be examined due to these symptoms. There are many 
diffent causes for these problems. Age, Arthiritis, the use of certain 
drugs to lower blood pressure, meds to treat allergies, parkinsons 
& nerves may increase the chances of dry eyes exposing them to 
recurring infections & other serious conditions.”

Not everyone can reduce or stop using meds or drops of artifi 
cial tears and antibiotics are not enough for many. Dr. Golio ex-
plains, “A test that all patients with these symptoms should take 
in front a mirror, lower the lower eyelid with the index fi nger and 
hold it in this position for fi ve seconds. It is important not to blink 
for this test. Typically, the lid returns to its normal position in a 
second. We often see patients with such sagging eyelids that after 
taking this test their eyelids do not return to their position within 7 
to 10 seconds.”

A simple procedure that does not require hospitalization, re-
moves a small amount of skin from the edge of the eyelid restoring 

the position thereof. “It’s like pulling the rope of a hammock that 
has withered with time,” says Dr. Golio.

If this situation is not corrected, eyes that are exposed out-
doors for longer periods of time may have increased symptoms 
and incidences of infections.

Flabby eyelids occasionally veer inward and the lashes touch-
ing the eye causing even more irritation. This procedure that cor-
rects a sagging lower lid is done under local anesthesia by remov-
ing excess skin, aligning the eyelid to the outer eye while removing 
excess fat by pulling the eyelid down. There is no pain or patches 
needed, you return home the same day and the stitches fall out on 
their own within one or two weeks.

The same day of the surgery you can watch television, read a 
book, warm up your own food as well as wash your face permit-
ting the stitches to get wet. In short, you will be able to fend for self 
the same day of procedure. 

Private insurances and Medicare will cover the procedure 
when it’s done to correct the excess fl ab, symptoms of tearing, 
recurrent infections or inversion of the eyelashes. This procedure 
should not be confused with under-eye bags that are considered a 
cosmetic concern and therefore is not covered by any insurance.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Second-graders from two 
Bay Ridge elementary 
schools set sail on June 21 
on one of the city-wide fer-
ries they named. 

Students from PS 170 
and PS 102 cruised from the 
American Veterans Memo-
rial Pier in Bay Ridge on 
“Lunchbox,” soaking in 
majestic views of the city 
skyline to celebrate dream-
ing up monikers for four 
of the city’s 13 commuter 
vessels. It was a life-chang-
ing voyage for some of the 
tykes, said an educator. 

“We have new immi-
grant children who have 
never had the experience 
of being on a boat or seeing 
Manhattan from this an-
gle,” said Tony Wu, who is 
the principal of PS 170 and 
joined his students for the 
trip. “They loved it. It’s won-
derful to see them learning 
in the classroom, but it’s so 
different to see them on a 

boat. I’m so proud. This is 
one of the best moments in 
my career.”

Pint-sized sailors from 
PS 170 named a trio of boats 
that now ply the city’s wa-
terways daily, including 

“Lunchbox,” “The Friend-
ship Express,” and “Mc-
Shiny.” Students at PS 102 
christened a fourth boat 
“The Owl’s Head,” after the 
nearby park. 

Schools within half a 

mile of the new ferry land-
ings — which in Brooklyn 
include Downtown, Red 
Hook, Sunset Park, and Bay 
Ridge — were invited to par-
ticipate in the naming con-
test to showcase their respec-
tive nabes, and for a dash of 
the fl are that can only be 
achieved through the cre-
ativity of kids, according to 
an Economic Development 
spokeswoman. 

Kids from neighbor-
ing PS 971 in Sunset Park 
also christened a ferry the 
“Sunset Crossing” — but 
for some reason the city 
did not go with one of their 
other submissions: the 
“Fuhgettabo utit Ferry.”

After cruising along 
Brooklyn’s coast and ven-
turing to the distant isle 
of Manhattan, students 
circled back to Bay Ridge 
where they were gifted 
actual lunchboxes with 
the “Lunchbox” ferry 
on the lid as souvenirs 

from their ride and rec-
ognition of their achieve-
ment. 

Tykes at PS 971 and 
other schools across the 

city that pitched in to name 
the boats will get their 
own rides on the ferries 
they named in the coming 
weeks. 

Kids have lunch on the bay

GETTING THEIR SEA LEGS: The voyage was the fi rst boat ride for 
several of the students from PS 170 and PS 102.  Kreg Holt

OUT TO LUNCH: Ecstatic students got their very own city-wide 
ferry lunchbox. Kreg Holt

Bay Ridge students ride the ferry they named ‘Lunchbox’
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BROOKLYN’S PREMIER STEAK HOUSE
Early bird is Tuesday, Wednesday Thursday

4 Course Menu $2995 p.p.

Open 6 days for Lunch  Dinner  Sunday Brunch  Closed Mondays
Valet Parking  www.hunterssteakhouse.com

 Live Music Every Friday, Saturday And Sunday

SERVING BRUNCH ON SUNDAYS: 12–4pm

Private & Corporate parties welcome
Party room available with menu option to choose from

FRIDAY NIGHT IS SHRIMP NIGHT

BY JULIANNE CUBA
More like “Reject Bus Ser-
vice.”

Community Board 18 
ripped the latest  proposal 
to bring Select Bus Ser-
vice to the Coney Island-
to-East New York-B82 
bus , and said the plan to 
ban left turns from  a busy 
commercial strip in Ca-
narsie would push traffi c 
onto nearby residential 
streets .

The plan laid out by 
city and state offi cials at a 
meeting on June 21 would 
nix left turns from Flat-
lands Avenue onto Ralph 
Avenue — a non-starter 
for locals, said one board 
member.

“That is so heavily used 
— where are these people 
going to go then up to make 
the left? Then they go up to 
residential? Those poor peo-
ple,” said Barbara Bieber. 
“It’s congested now, it’s go-
ing to be a disaster because 
now you’re going to have 
cars backed up, it’s insane. 
You can’t get rid of that left 
turn.”

The Metropolitan Tran-
sit Authority and Depart-
ment of Transportation fi rst 
pitched the idea to speed up 
the B82 bus — which 32,000 
straphangers use daily — in 
 January 2016 . But the plan 
faced a backlash at the time 
because offi cials only touted 
the benefi ts of the program, 
while sidestepping details 
about how the new service 
would disrupt local traffi c 
patterns.

Now that offi cials have 
specifi ed where the ded-
icated bus-only lanes 
would go, critics are again 
demanding they put the 
brakes on the plan — or 
go back to the drawing 
board. 

“There’s an old parable 
about a farmer who had 
two chickens, one chicken 
was healthy and one 
chicken was sick. In order 
to cure the sick chicken, 
he killed the healthy one to 
make chicken soup,” said 
Councilman Alan Maisel 
(D–Canarsie) during the 

meeting. “Basically what 
you’re doing is you’re cre-
ating additional problems 
— whatever solution you 
have is worse than what we 
already have.”

The rollout of the Se-
lect Bus Service would 
include sidewalk bus 
shelters, real-time pas-
senger information 
screens, off-board fare 
payment, and handi-
capped-accessible bus 
stops from Bath Beach up 
to East New York. But the 
new B82 route would also 
include an extended left-
only turning lane near 
the busy Kings Highway 
and Nostrand Avenue in-
tersection, and bus-only 
lanes along heavily-trav-
elled Kings Highway and 
Flatlands Avenue. 

And the route would 
also prohibit drivers from 
making a left turn from 
Flatlands Avenue onto 
Ralph Avenue, instead 
sending traffi c down Glen-
wood Road, which is fi lled 
with youngsters and se-
nior citizens from the 
nearby New York City 
Housing Authority’s Glen-
wood Houses in Canarsie 
— making residents ques-
tion the plan’s priorities, 
said another board mem-

ber during the meeting. 
“You are willing to sac-

rifi ce the poor kids who live 
in the projects by fl ooding 
their street that also, you 
know what’s also on that 
street, is senior citizens,” 
said Judy Newton. “You’re 
willing to do that? There’s 
a lot of children who live 
in public housing there, I 
don’t get it.”

Both agencies have al-
ready done lots of commu-
nity engagement before 
presenting the plan, said a 
spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
but will take the board’s 
feedback and concerns into 
consideration. 

“The draft plan we pre-
sented was based on exten-
sive community outreach 
that began in 2015, includ-
ing outreach events at se-
nior centers, libraries, and 
several B82 bus stops, as 
well as conversations with 
schools, hospitals, civic as-
sociations, and places of 
worship along the corri-
dor,” the spokesman said. 
“The proposal will be fur-
ther informed by our con-
versation with members of 
Community Board 18 this 
week. We look forward to 
returning to the board in 
the fall.” 

BUS STOP!

STREET CHANGES: The Metropolitan Transit Authority and De-
partment of Transportation want to launch a new Select Bus Ser-
vice for the B82 bus, which would ban turns from Flatlands Avenue 
onto Ralph Avenue.  Department of Transportation

Critics want to put the breaks on bus plan
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
You ain’t zine nothing 
yet!

The borough’s longest-
running zine festival is 
breaking out some heavy 
hitters for the sixth an-
nual  Pete’s Mini Zine 
Fest  on July 8. The self-
publishing showcase will 
add a smattering of book-
stores and college clubs 
to its usual indie artists, 
which will just help every-
one to shine, said a fest or-
ganizer. 

“This year we’re going 
to have some slightly big-
ger organizations, which 
I think is great because 
— more zines and com-
ics to share with people!” 
said Ditmas Park comics 
creator  Marguerite Da-
bai , who coordinates the 
show with zinester Andria 
Alefhi. 

For the fest, about 30 ex-
hibitors will pack into the 
front room and back yard 
of Willliamsburg bar Pete’s 
Candy Store. Tablers will 
include the volunteer-run 
feminist bookstore Blue-
stockings, Quimby’s Book-
store, and the Barnard 
Zine Club, alongside solo 
zine and comic artists like 
Dabai, who will show off 
their latest creations and 
hobnob with fellow scrib-
blers, she said.

“I think what people 
like most about our zine 
fest is that it’s very commu-
nal, it’s great for people to 
sit around, chill out with 
a beer, and just talk about 
each other’s work,” said 
Dabai. “We try and have 
an equal variety of zines 
and comics — and that line 
is starting to blur lately, I 
think. I see them as part of 
the same vessel — just dif-
ferent formats.”

Zines tend to be more 
literary-centric passion 
projects, while comics 
are fueled by the art. But 
both forms offer creators a 
chance to explore personal 
projects, and give readers a 
chance to fi nd work outside 
the mainstream, according 
to Dabai. 

“The market is fi ckle 
and sometimes things are 
important to talk about, 
even if a gigantic com-
pany doesn’t think it’s im-
portant to talk about,” she 
said.

For example, Dabai’s 
comic “A Voyage To Pan-
jikant,” is a work of his-
torical fiction set in sev-
enth century Sogdia — an 
ancient Iranian civiliza-
tion that once included 
swaths of Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan — and tracks 
the life of a headstrong 
16-year-old girl named 
Upach. The spunky teen 

wishes to travel the Silk 
Road as a merchant, like 
her father, but a strict cul-
tural code keeps her from 
the adventure she craves. 
The risks the character 
takes to defy patriarchal 
rules ring true today, said 
Dabai. 

“I kind of made it as a 
way to talk about modern 
day social issues under the 
guise of history,” she said. 
“I feel people tend to han-
dle social criticism better 
when it’s in sci-fi  or his-
tory, so I wanted to give a 
little buffer and have fun 
while doing it — I love his-
tory.”

At the festival, Dabai 
will hawk her zine “Crash 
Course on the Sogdians,” 
which focuses on how the 
merchant culture incorpo-
rated different cultures into 
their own, as well as her 
comic “Can These Cookies 
Stop Islamaphobia?” 

The night before the 
festival, Dabai will read 
from her work at Quimby’s 
Bookstore, along with fel-
low Brooklyn cartoonists 
and Zine Fest exhibitors 
Jeremy Nguyen, who draws 
“Stranger Than Bush-
wick,” and Bill Roundy, 
bartoonist behind the “Bar 
Scrawl” comic strip, among 
others.

Pete’s Mini Zine Fest 
reading at Quimby’s [536 
Metropolitan Ave. be-
tween Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street, (718) 384–
1215, www.facebook.com/
quimbysnyc]. July 7 at 7 
pm. Free.

Pete’s Mini Zine Fest 
at Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. between Rich-
ardson and Frost streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302–
3770, www.petescandys-
tore.com]. July 8, 2–7 pm. 
Free.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its 
advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes 
of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

Classic,” which offers 
Mediterranean chicken 
pinwheels, lemon poppy 
slaw, and black bean 
salad; “The Cafe” stuffed 
with Italian ciabatta, to-
mato salad, and choco-
late mousse; and a vegan 
option with grilled cau-
lifl ower steak, among 
others. 

Picky eaters can also 
mix and match items off 
the cafe’s regular menu 
to make the perfect meal 
for you and your part-
ner. 

“You can go a la carte 
off the cafe menu, which 
is sandwiches and salads 
to build it how you like,” 
said Coughlin. “The bas-
kets are meant for any 
derivative of two — it’s 
designed for pairs of two 
and up.”

The baskets mostly 
run $21, except for a pre-
mium goodie bin loaded 
with seven dishes and 
drinks for $42. 

At the moment, em-
ployees are getting their 
cardio by running the 
nosh to people on the 
shore, but Kitchen 21 
plans to set up a tent on 
the sands near the food 
hall, where picnickers 
will have to journey and 
pick up their fare. 

Instead of the tra-
ditional wicker bas-
kets, the kitchen uses 

recycled, corrugated 
cardboard containers 
that can be tossed out 
after the meal, so you 
will not have to return 
dishes to the Board-
walk eatery.

The minds at Kitchen 
21 developed the rendez-
vous set up to emphasize 
convenience for those 
enjoying the sand and 
the sea, said Coughlin.

“We were thinking 
how could we reach out 
to that customer that’s 
30 feet from us on the 
beach, and make it eas-
ier for them,” he said. 
“So we brought back the 
old-fashioned picnic — 
except now we’ll pack it 
for you.”

No alcohol is allowed 
on the beach or in the 
baskets — but those 
who want some tan-
nins with their tanning 
can step up to Kitchen 
21’s newly opened roof-
top wine bar. The spot, 
called Boardwalk and 
Vine, offers a selection 
of eight tap wines, 21 
bottled vintages, and 
its own menu of succu-
lent grub — along with 
amazing views of the 
beach.

Kitchen 21 [3052 W. 
21st St. at the Boardwalk 
in Coney Island, (718) 
954–9801, www.kitch-
en-21.com]. Sun–Wed, 11 
am–10 pm, Thu–Sat, 11 
am–11 pm. Boardwalk 
and Vine open from 1 pm 
until late.

BEACH PICNIC: Enjoy a meal on the beach without setting foot 
off the sand.  Mary Lynch

Continued from page 1 

BASKET

FAN OF ZINES: (Above) Zine artist Marguerite Dabai shows off 
some of the creations she will have on display at Pete’s Mini Zine 
Festival on July 8. (Right) Dabai’s vibrant watercolor style paints a 
vivid portrait of the characters in “A Voyage To Panjikant.”  
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She’s the zine queen
Cartoonist preps for the borough’s small press festival
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

NYC
CARIBBEAN

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15 when purchased online 
by June 30th, $20 after July 6th 

VIP Tickets 
available 

(see our website for details)

SPONSORS

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s 

largest recreation centers.
Enjoy the best food, drinks & music 

from the Caribbean islands.
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Monday – Friday 8am–6pm, Saturday 8am–1pm

www.salstrans.com

Financing

Available

All repairs backed by our ironclad guarantee

Family owned and operated for over 40 years

“Sal Raio forgoes profi t for honesty” – New York Times

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Parents want to knock the city 
“to the moon” over this school 
proposal.

The School Construction Au-
thority aims to build an elemen-
tary school across the street from 
the Jackie Gleason Bus Depot in 
Sunset Park, said offi cials at a 
June 20 hearing at Community 
Board 7. But the transit hub clogs 
the area with traffi c, is a mag-
net for accidents, and has spewed 
fumes that already sickened stu-
dents in another nearby public 
school — so it’s no place to erect 
a school, no matter how dire the 
need for seats, say locals. 

“Yes, I understand you need 
space, but do you build your 
school on the Love Canal when 
you have children who are devel-
oping?” said Elizabeth Shelton, 
who lives on 36th Street between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues. “There 
should be thought to safety.” 

Offi cials plan to raze a two-

story building where the Victory 
Outreach Brooklyn church oper-
ates and erect a 404-seat K–5th-
grade school to help chip away at 
the more than 2,600-seat defi cit in 
the borough’s School District 15. 

But the site is directly across 
from one of the borough’s largest 
bus depots, with more than 300 
buses zipping in and out of the 
terminal on any given day, ac-
cording to a Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority depot worker 
who is not authorized to speak to 
the press and so asked to remain 
anonymous. 

And in 2014,  dozens of students 
and staff at PS 24, less than a 
block from the authority-run hub, 
were sickened by noxious fumes 
believed to have wafted from the 
Jackie Gleason Bus Depot .

Making matters worse, since 
2010 there have been 27 accidents 
at the corner where offi cials plan 
to build the school, according to 
city data. Between 2009 and 2016, 

at least two people have been in-
jured at the intersection every 
year and residents are doubtful 
that the safety record will sud-
denly improve.

“You know, for 30 years they 
never could control the traffi c and 
trucks going down this block — 
never. They’ve had signs, we’ve 
complained to 311, 911, and acci-
dent after accident happens be-
cause of the buses and trucks,” 
said Fernando Loperena, another 
local who has lived on the street 
for 37 years. “It’s been a problem 
that has never been solved and 
now bringing a school there — 
you’re just creating more. I can’t 
see a school being built there.” 

But it is slim pickings for 
space in the neighborhood —  offi -
cials have even begun cold calling 
property owners looking for land 
for schools  — and the city must 
make due with what is available, 
said an administrator with the 
Department of Education.

“We’ve been waiting a very 
long time to get seats in Sunset 
Park, and we’re eternally grate-
ful for any opportunity to get any 
scrap of land we can fi nd,” said 
Anita Skop, the superintendent 
for District 15. “Sunset Park has 
historically been an under-ser-
viced area.”

Roughly 32,600 students are 
enrolled in the area, with 2,600 
more than the collective number 
of school seats in the district, ac-
cording to data from the Depart-
ment of Education. 

The school would be within 
three blocks of three public 

POINTING FINGERS: Concerned Sunset Parkers, including Belkis Sanchez, say 
the Jackie Gleason Bus Depot will pose a major hazard to students if a new grade 
school is built across the street.  Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

SCHOOL BUST
City wants to put school across from bus depot

Continued on page 10
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.
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HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Staten Island’s loss is 
Brooklyn’s gain!

A charity group is sal-
vaging appliances from 
Hurricane Sandy–dam-
aged homes on the Rock 
and re-selling them for 
bargain basement rates at 
a new store in Gowanus, 
according to the organiza-
tion’s head honcho.

“Most of the items we 
sell are at 50 percent retail 
value, so you’re looking at 
signifi cant savings,” said 
Kimberly George of Rebuild-
ing Together NYC, the local 
branch of a national organi-
zation that works with low-
income homeowners.

The shop, Salvage Store, 
opened inside a re-purposed 
warehouse at 126 10th St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues on June 21.

The charitable group 
acquired its mega-dis-
counted merch after build-
ing strong ties with the 

state through its work re-
furbishing 100 Sandy-hit 
homes in Brooklyn, George 
said, which entitled it to 
fi rst dibs on salvageable 
appliances from homes on 
Staten Island that were 
set for demolition as part 
of New York’s buyout pro-
gram — a scheme in which 
the state purchased dam-
aged residences not worth 

fi xing because of their sus-
ceptibility to future fl oods.

Volunteers grabbed ev-
erything of value — in-
cluding boilers, refrigera-
tors, microwaves, laundry 
machines, and ovens — be-
fore giving the loot the old 
once-over to ensure it all 
worked okay.

And those buyers still 
worried about their sec-

ond-hand washer going on 
the fritz will be taken care 
of in the event that it does 
conk out, George said.

“We have a very fl exible 
return policy,” she said.

The shop’s inventory 
is not relegated to cheap 
appliances — it also sells 
discounted construction 
material donated by devel-
opers, which benefi ts lo-
cal artists as much as do-
it-yourself homeowners, 
George said.

“We have artists inter-
ested in re-purposing stuff 
for their artwork,” she 
said.

The Gowanus store’s 
opening follows years of 
Rebuilding Together op-
erating out of a cramped 
Red Hook facility near 
Ikea, which it occupied 
since 2013 and was near-to-
bursting with appliances 
due to it being so diffi cult 
for people to reach, accord-
ing to George. 

They’re recycling the Rock!

THE PRICE IS RIGHT!: The executive director of Rebuilding To-
gether’s local affi liate, Kimberly George, shows off an oven that 
the charity salvaged from fl ooded homes on Staten Island. 
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Charity sells salvaged appliances from the other borough on the cheap

schools — two elementary 
and a high school — and 
rather than making it a 
zoned school Skop is lean-
ing towards a district-
wide lottery system.

“To be honest with 
you, I’m kind of think-
ing lottery,” said Skop. 
“Because at this point in 
time it is a zoning issue, 
because there are three 
schools in a relatively 
tight area. Goodness, we 
need the seats so badly in 

Sunset Park, but we need 
them all over the district 
as well.”

After reviewing com-
munity concerns, school 
offi cials will bring the 
proposal to the Council. 
If pols endorse the plan, 
the property will be pur-
chased and a year-long 
design process will ensue, 
followed by up to three 
years of construction. 

The school is expected 
to open its doors in 2021. 

Locals can e-mail 
their concerns to the city 
at sites@nycsca.org until 
July 27.

DEPOT
Continued from page 9

RAZE AND RISE: The city aims to knock down this two-story 
building and erect a kindergarten-through-fi fth elementary 
school across from the Jackie Gleason Bus Depot on 36th 
Street and Fifth Avenue. Community News Group / Caroline Spivack
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JU
LY

 2
, 2

01
7

12

BY COLIN MIXSON
The Diocese of Brooklyn 
established a fund to com-
pensate victims of sex-
ual abuse at the hands of 
clergy, its bishop said on 
June 22.

The settlement pro-
gram — which offers 
money in exchange for im-
munity from prosecution, 
and was announced by 
Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio 
days after the state Sen-

ate killed a bill that would 
open the Catholic Church 
to a fl ood of lawsuits — of-
fers immediate recourse to 
victims as lawmakers in 
Albany continue to twid-
dle their thumbs, accord-
ing to a lawyer portrayed 
in the Oscar-award-win-
ning fi lm, “Spotlight.”

“It’s certainly benefi -
cial for some victims, who 
enter the fund with the 
hope of gaining valida-

tion, healing, and moving 
on with their lives,” said 
Mitchell Garabedian, who 
represents 13 victims of 
sexual abuse in Brooklyn. 
“Others will wait for the 
legislature to change the 
statute of limitation laws.”

The Brooklyn fund is 
modeled after one estab-
lished last year by the 
Archdiocese of New York, 
both of which are adminis-
tered by a pair of attorneys 

that oversaw the Septem-
ber 11th Victim Compen-
sation Fund.

The diocese established 
the program after wit-
nessing the success of the 
archdiocese’s fund, not in 
response to the push for 
legislative reform, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman who 
said the Child Victim Act 
— a bill to relax the stat-
ute of limitations on child 
abuse that passed in the 

state Assembly and was 
supported by Gov. Cuomo 
before dying in the Senate 
earlier this month — has 
faced obstacles in Albany 
for years.

“They’ve been debating 
that legislation since 2005, 
and it’s going on 12 years 
with nothing passed,” 
said Carolyn Erstad. “So 
it’s pretty obvious that is 
not the motivating force 
here.”

But some challenges to 
that bill can be traced to 
the church, which spent 
more than $2 million be-
tween 2007 and 2015 on 
lobbyists to combat stat-
ute of limitations reforms, 
 according to a New York 
Daily News report .

The Diocese of Brook-
lyn — which oversees 211 
churches and 186 parishes 
in Brooklyn and Queens 
— identifi ed 280 victims 
of clergy abuse dating to 
1934 as part of “phase one” 
of the settlement program, 
and is in the process of in-
viting them or their fami-
lies to apply to it, accord-
ing to Erstad.

Those who participate 
are not required to sign 
a confi dentiality agree-
ment but must waive their 
right to bring their cases 

to court, where they could 
stand to receive larger 
settlements and force the 
church to reveal informa-
tion including the identi-
ties of abusive priests and 
sealed records showing 
church offi cials ignored 
victims’ complaints, ac-
cording to an attorney 
who represents victims 
throughout the city.

“It effectively hides the 
truth,” said Jeff Ander-
son.

And while the diocese’s 
reputation suffered un-
der past leaders who shel-
tered abusers, its work 
under Bishop DiMarzio to 
prevent further attacks is 
commendable, according 
to a Brooklynite who was 
abused and plans on apply-
ing to the fund.

“It’s done a complete 
360,” said Anthony Hughes. 
“There are no ifs, ands, or 
buts about it — they do ev-
erything right.”

But no amount of money 
will erase the memories 
victims carry, according 
to Garabedian.

“There’s no victim 
I’ve ever represented who 
would not in a second give 
back all the money to not 
be sexually abused,” he 
said.

Diocese launches fund for abuse victims

BY BILL ROUNDY
Brooklyn brought home the 
bacon. 

Foodie website Eater 
anointed the 15 best chefs 
and restaurant pros in 
the country with its  Eater 
Young Guns  awards on 
June 22, and Kings County 
led the geographic pack! 
Granted, two other cities 
— Manhattan and New Or-
leans — matched it with 
two honorees each, but 
since the ceremony also 
happened in Brooklyn, at 
the  swanky Cecconi’s res-
taurant in Dumbo , we are 
counting that as another 
win.

The publication hon-
ored Kim LeVine, of Cob-
ble Hill tapas spot  La 

Vara  and its next-door 
coffee shop Tekoa, who 
also runs two eateries on 
the distant island of Man-
hattan.

And the Williamsburg 
T a iw a n e s e – A m e r i c a n 
restaurant  Win Son  also 
won some accolades for 
its founders, Trigg Brown 
and Josh Ku, who served 
plates of Lou Rou Fan — 
a Taiwanese stewed pork 
with pickled Chinese broc-
coli and a soy egg — at the 
party, and said they hoped 
to capitalize on the recog-
nition.

“It’s exciting that a big 
publication like Eater is 
paying attention to us,” 
said Brown. “We want to 
continue on this route.”

Sweet victory!
Kings County takes foodie prize
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ship race — which has been 
held since 2015 and, despite 
its title, did not include any 
international competitors 
this year.

The scout achieved an 
average scale speed — a 
measure of how fast his 
seven-inch car would be 
moving were it full-size — 
of 226.12 miles-per-hour 
over eight trials to earn his 
second-place prize. 

Pena and his grandpa, 
a craftsman and wood-
worker, work together to 
create the scout’s wooden 
race car each year. They 
begin the process by draft-

ing designs at Christmas-
time before moving on to 
construct the vehicle over 
Pena’s February school 
break and fi nish with fi ne-
tuning in the days before 
the competition.      

The annual project is a 
way for the duo — who are 
separated by the 350-plus 
miles between Brooklyn 
and Rochester, NY, where 
Redfern lives — to stay 
close despite the distance 
between them, according 
to the scout’s mother. 

“This has been their 
main connector,” said Alli-
son Sands.

And while Redfern took 
the reigns when it came to 
whittling wooden blocks 
into Pena’s derby racers in 

the past, the elder said that 
nowadays the student is 
the master when it comes 
to car construction.  

“For the fi rst few years 
I did a lot of the power tool 
work, but, as he’s gotten 
older, he does more and 
more of the work and I’m 
just there as an extra set of 
hands,” Redfern said.

Pena, who received a 
massive trophy for his 
second–place win,  said 
that the only person more 
thrilled than he was to 
hear his name announced 
among the winners’ was 
his grandfather. 

“My mom got so excited 
and I was, too,” said Pena. 
“But my grandpa was prob-
ably the most excited.”   

Offi cials sought to pre-
serve as much of the struc-
ture as possible, but it was 
decided that the extra space 
gained by razing the neigh-
boring stable house would 
be too much of a boon to 
overlook, according to a 

School Construction Au-
thority spokeswoman. 

The current owner, 
Yosef Streicher, bought the 
land for $6 million in 2015. 
 Streicher originally aimed 
to rehab the graffi ti-covered 
castle and horse stable into 
a daycare facility , and erect 
luxury condominiums on 
a vacant portion of the lot. 
But  he agreed last summer 

to sell the site to the city for 
a school . 

The School Construc-
tion Authority will go to the 
Council for fi nal approval 
in July, after which the 
city will purchase the prop-
erty. Once that is squared 
away, offi cials will embark 
on a year-long design pro-
cess followed by up to three 
years of construction. 

said, ‘Let’s just go one 
more time,’ ” said Benson-
hurster Joan Corloto, who 
has been going to Vegas for 
its succulent pork chops 
and friendly service twice 
a week since the eatery 
opened. “It’s very depress-
ing that it’s gone. It’s like 
a funeral, because there is 
no other good diner around 
here.”

Customers fl ocked to the 
eatery for its lengthy menu 
that offered classic diner 
fare of burgers and milk-
shakes, but also sword-
fi sh fi llets and juicy steaks 
for an evening of fi ne din-
ing. And the disco fries — 
steak-cut fries with melted 
mozzarella and gravy on 
the side — were a customer 
favorite, especially after a 
wild night out. 

For the last two weeks, 
diner-goers packed into 
the plush booths to bid 
adieu to the neighborhood 
staple and the staff who 
had become like family 
over the years. It’s touch-
ing, but tough saying 

goodbye, said one of the 
co-owners.

“We’ve have so many 
customers here — some 
were kids and now they’re 
adults — we’ve seen them 
grow up,” said Teddy Vla-
mis on closing day. “We’ve 
had a lot of people come say 
goodbye. I see guys, they 
say, ‘Teddy, good luck, we’ll 
miss you,’ and I say, ‘I’m go-
ing to miss you.’ ” 

Even though the own-
ers’ retirement is the driv-
ing force behind the clo-
sure, Vlamis admitted 
that business ain’t what it 

used to be.
“Kids used to party at 

the clubs in Bay Ridge and 
we would be packed at 3–5 
am,” said Vlamis. “But 
those clubs have closed, 
and now with the inter-
net, people don’t go out as 
much. It’s not the same. 
It’s just like what I’ve been 
saying, everything comes 
to an end and nothing is 
forever.” 

The owners are in talks 
to sell the property to a de-
veloper who would raze the 
eatery and erect housing, 
according to Vlamis. 

Continued from page 1 

DINER

Continued from page 1 

DERBY

LAST SUPPER: Vegas Diner regulars, from left, Greg Rapisarda, 
Joan Corloto, and Natile Fiore came out for one last meal when the 
neighborhood staple closed its doors for good on June 25. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

SCHOOL
Continued from page 1
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L & M  Tours

6812 3rd Ave  
Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches and 24-seat mini buses 
available for your transportation needs.

Cruise Destinations:

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 7
Come See USA & Canada With Us

 Scheduled Bus Trips   
 All Year Round
  Five Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

 Penn Dutch Amish; Philadelphia; Cape May
 Boston; Newport; Providence; Baltimore
Lobster & Crab Feast; Casinos & Shows
Cape Cod; Maine; New Hampshire
Branson & St Louis; Ohio’s Amish Country
West Virginia; Outer Banks; Myrtle Beach
Niagara Falls & Toronto; Ocean City, MD
Train/Boat Ride; JF Kennedy’s Centennial
Shopping Outlets; Day & Overnight Trips

Call For

Free
Brochure

Receive a FREE Bus Trip 
after completing 

a 9 days or more cruise

Group Discount 
Available
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