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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
Curry on down to Canar-
sie!

A new food festival in 
Canarsie aims to showcase 
the wide variety of Carib-
bean cuisine, featuring cu-
linary favorites from more 
than a dozen different is-
lands. The organizer of the 

New York City Caribbean 
Food Festival, happening 
on July 15 at Pacplex, says 
that she wants the event to 
do away with stereotypes 
and preconceived notions 
of what the region’s cuisine 
is like.

“I want people to appre-
ciate and enjoy the differ-

ent dishes that the Carib-
bean has to offer because 
we are not just all about 
pineapples and coconut,” 
said Deborah L. Burchell. 
“Once you say Caribbean, 
they’re thinking palm 
trees — but we are more 
than that.” 

BY COLIN MIXSON
The green death is back!

State inspectors discovered 
toxic algae in Prospect Lake for 
the fourth year running last 
month, forcing Prospect Park’s 
caretakers to ban swimming 
around the meadow’s peninsula 
for fear of losing pooches — or 
people — to the deadly bloom, ac-
cording to a Prospect Park Alli-
ance spokeswoman. 

Investigators with the state 
Department of Environmental 
Protection tested the body of wa-
ter on June 19, and lab samples 
showed lake-wide algae blooms, 
 according to the agency’s web-
site .

The blue-green algae is caused 
by phosphates in the city’s water 
supply, which feeds the lake. 

The aquatic plant causes a 
nasty rash if exposed to skin and, 
if ingested, can cause even more 
serious neurological conditions 
that can be fatal if untreated, ac-
cording to a vet tech at Park Slope 
Veterinary Center.

Dog-owners should look for 
symptoms including excessive 
drooling, disorientation, diffi -

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The state has approved a 
permit for the city to pour 
up to 7.2 million gallons of 
contaminated groundwater 
into Coney Island Creek ev-
ery day for up to two years 
while the city upgrades 
sewer and water mains in 
Coney’s west end. 

The permit allows the 
city to overlook nearly a 
dozen heavy metals found 
in the water because only 
small amounts were dis-
covered in the creek, and 
state offi cials say locals 
have nothing to fear be-
cause Coney creek fl ows 

Continued on page 9
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Trump inspires 
art of city spans

BY LAUREN GILL
He’s creating connections. 

A Bedford-Stuyvesant art-
ist will discuss his Trump-in-
spired exhibition “Bridges” at a 
Fort Greene arts space on July 
12. The show, on display at Bric 
Arts Media through Aug. 6, fea-
tures paintings of almost ev-
ery bridge in the fi ve boroughs, 
and is meant to help people talk 
about bridging their political 
differences. The idea struck the 
painter while he attended New 
York City’s Women’s March in 
January. 

“I took part in the women’s 
march and I made a sign that 
said, ‘Bridges not walls’ and 
I thought, ‘Actually, I’m just 
going to paint bridges,’ ” said 
Sam Messer. “It’s as simple as 
that.” 

Messer’s original plan for 
his exhibit was to feature por-
traits of Brooklyn residents, but 
Trump’s unexpected win made 
him change course. He painted 
bridges across the city, includ-

Continued on page 6
OPENING NIGHT: Artist Sam Messer stands in front of his massive painting of the Verrazano Bridge, on display at Bric 
House until Aug. 6.  Photo by Jason Speakman

TRY SOME: Chef Shayaa’s 
Caribbean meat patties 
made with a homemade 
whole wheat crust.

DRAW BRIDGESToxic bath

Get a taste of the islandsHeavy metals
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.fo the NNew Yor

Civic heads: No to armory plan
BY COLIN MIXSON

The nays still have it.
Crown Heights civic hon-

chos wasted no time unani-
mously voting down a city-
backed deal to convert the 
Bedford-Union Armory into 
luxury housing at a meet-
ing of Community Board 9 
on June 27 after the board’s 
chairman told developer’s 
reps not to bother the panel 
with a presentation  the com-
munity already slammed .

“It’s the exact same pre-
sentation we saw in the 
past, so there is no need 
for everyone to see it all 
over again,” said Chairman 

Musa Moore.
The board’s decision con-

cluded the fi rst leg of the pub-
lic review process for Mayor 
DeBlasio’s plan to give the 
historic military structure 
on Bedford Avenue between 
President and Union streets 
to developer BFC Partners, 
which agreed to include 
below-market-rate housing 
and a non-for-profi t recre-
ation center in the project in 
exchange.

But the proposal contin-
ues to draw criticism for its 
50 luxury condominiums 
also planned for the site, 
and because there are only 

18 units among a total 330 
that will be offered at rates 
within the means of area 
residents.

The review process now 
heads to the offi ce of Bor-
ough President Adams — 
 who said in May that he 
would recommend the city 
axe the deal  — before it is 
handed off to the Depart-
ment of City Planning.

The ultimate decision 
lies with City Council, and 
the body can be expected to 
vote in line with Council-
woman Laurie Cumbo (D-
Crown Heights),  who has 
vowed to oppose it .

BY COLIN MIXSON
This fl ower shop is pushing up daisies. 

The owners of a hybrid fl orist and bar in 
Ditmas Park quit the plant trade after city 
inspectors temporarily closed the business 
due to health concerns over its odd mar-
riage of foliage, food, and booze, forcing 
them to make a Sophie’s Choice to lose the 
stems in order to save the bar, said a rep.

“The whole situation has been a dis-
turbing and emotionally diffi cult one for 
the staff and patrons,” said the  Sycamore 
Bar and Flower Shop  rep, who did not 
provide a name and communicated with 
this paper via e-mail. “It is very unset-
tling without the fl ower shop, as we were 
all like family.”

But Sycamore’s owners remain very 
perplexed by a ruling that cited the busi-
ness for storing food with fl owers in the 
bar’s kitchen — which the rep claimed 
does not exist.

“We have no food, and absolutely no 
kitchen or anything that resembles a 
kitchen,” the rep said.

The Department of Health slapped the 
bar and fl ower shop at 1118 Courtelyou Rd. 
between Stratford and Westminster roads 
with a temporary closure following a June 
26 inspection, due to conditions that left 
food open to contamination by plants, said 
an agency spokeswoman.

The health department’s defi nition of 
“food” includes beverages as well as ed-
ibles, she said, suggesting that storing 
blooms with booze might be what got Syca-
more in trouble.

The city’s defi nition of “kitchen,” mean-
while, could not be clarifi ed.

It is also unclear exactly what danger 
fl owers pose to either food or beer.

“Bugs tend to be on fl owers,” said 
spokeswoman Stephanie Buhle, without 
providing further clarifi cation.

The business also received a citation for 
its backyard outdoor bar, which contained 
a tap system and sink that were not permit-
ted by the Department of Buildings. The 
tap system has been removed, and a pop-up 
food court that relied on the outdoor bar 
was discontinued.

The health department did not close 
the f lower shop, Buhle said, although 
the city recommended purchasing two 
refrigerators for food and f lowers.

But shuttering the fl orist seemed to do 
the trick, and the bar re-opened after a sec-
ond inspection on June 28.

Sycamore’s owners are working with 
Councilman Mathieu Eugene (D–Ditmas 
Park) to fi nd a solution that would allow 
the bar and fl ower shop to operate without 
violating the city’s health code, said the 
business’s rep.

Stems Brooklyn, which ran the fl ower 
shop, is still taking orders, and plans to 
open a new location in Prospect Heights in 
August.

Nipped in the bud
City forces bar-and-fl orist to quit plant business

PLUCKED: Sycamore Bar and Flower Shop shut-
tered its fl orist arm after the health department 
temporarily closed the business for violations re-
lating to its marriage of food and foliage. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority must install el-
evators at the Broadway Junc-
tion subway station so aging 
straphangers, parents with 
strollers, and riders in wheel-
chairs can reach the trains 
without having to climb the 
station’s three-stories-worth of 
treacherously steep stairs, say 
locals.

The station has escalators, 
but they are out of service too 
often, and still do nothing for 
people in wheelchairs, said one 
Canarsie rider. 

“I have no idea why they 
don’t do a damn thing for that 
station. When escalators do go 
down, they do make repairs, 
but when it goes down it’s a 
problem — it has happened and 
people are impacted by it,” said 
Michael Ien, who suffers from 
sciatica in his knee. “It hurts 
thinking about someone who 
is even worse, a senior citizen, 
or someone who is disabled — 
that’s brutal.”

The Broadway Junction sta-
tion — right at the border of 
East New York, Brownsville, 
and Bushwick — shuttles strap-
hangers on the A, C, J, Z, and L 
lines around Brooklyn and into 
Manhattan. Right now, Canar-
sie residents can ride the L train 
all the way across the East River, 
but once  the tunnel closes for 
much-needed Hurricane Sandy 
repairs , those straphangers will 
have to navigate the more-than-
100 vertical steps down to the A 

or C line, or trek over to catch ei-
ther the J or Z, said Ien. 

“The worst thing, if you take 
the A, and you got to move to 
the L, it’s 142 steps,” said Ien, 
who commutes every day from 
Canarsie into Manhattan for 
work. 

And the station’s three esca-
lators, which are also harrow-
ingly steep, are a better option 
than the stairs for those with 
canes or carriages, but they 

are often out of service too, or 
are just plain nerve wracking 
when traveling with toddlers, 
said one Brownsville resident, 
who was pushing her 2-year-
old son in a stroller. 

“They should include more 
with the elevators and safety, 
and because sometimes the 
escalator doesn’t work,” said 
Frenci Bagom. “It’s hard for us 
to go with the kids.”

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority did not 
answer repeated questions 
about whether it would look 
into making the station hand-
icapped accessible, even in 
light of the impending L clo-
sure — but Borough President 
Adams says the need is dire 
and transportation honchos 
should act fast. 

“We need to be mobilized to 
act expeditiously for the thou-
sands of riders facing mobility 
issues in our subway system,” 
The Beep said in an e-mailed 
statement. “The impending 
shutdown of the Canarsie 
Tube has made a number of 
capital priorities even more 
pressing, and I urge the MTA 
to include addressing accessi-
bility concerns at the Broad-
way Junction transit hub as 
part of their greater mitiga-
tion strategy.” 

LONG WAY DOWN: (Above) Canar-
sie resident Michael Ien transfers at 
Broadway Junction every day dur-
ing his commute into Manhattan for 
work, and says the station is in des-
perate need of an elevator. (Right) 
The escalators at the station go out 
all too often, making the need for an 
elevator even more dire.  
 Photos by Jason Speakman

Straphangers to MTA: 
We need elevators! 

STEEP: Straphangers can only use the stairs or escalator, which are ex-
tremely steep, to get up or down to certain lines. Photo by Jason Speakman

ALREADY ACCESSIBLE: The Metropolitan Transportation Authority plans to make 
the Canarsie–Rockaway Parkway station handicapped accessible for $6.6 million, 
but it already provides handicapped-accessible options.  CNG / Julianne Cuba 

Access excess?

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The state plans to make the Ca-
narsie–Rockaway Parkway station 
handicapped accessible within the 
next few years, but straphangers 
and local community leaders can’t 
understand how the street-level L 
train platform isn’t already compli-
ant for disabled riders, said one lo-
cal resident who has been begging 
for an elevator at the treacherous 
Broadway Junction station nearby 
for years.

“How do you make that ADA 
compliant? It’s fl at, there’s no need 
for an escalator there,” said Mi-
chael Ien. “I see no need for it there 
— there are no steps involved, it’s 
all ground level, you walk from one 
end to the other.” 

The Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority’s 2015–2019 bud-
get includes making 11 new sta-
tions handicapped accessible — as 
part of its plan for 100 key stations 
around the city to become compli-
ant with federal disability guide-
lines by 2020 — and one of them is 
the last stop on the L train at Rock-
away Parkway in Canarsie — with 
a price tag of $6.6 million,  accord-
ing to state records .

But the Canarsie station has no 
stairs, is completely level with the 
road, provides a ramp leading up 
to the platform, and has a clearly 
labeled handicapped accessible 
boarding area — so the multi-
million-dollar project is leaving 
several straphangers scratching 
their heads as to what work will 
actually be done, said a member of 
the New York City Transit Riders 
Council. 

“The only thing it needs over 
there is a good paint job,” said 
Sheepshead Bay resident Christo-
pher Greif.

The local community board is 
trying to fi gure out what it lacks, 
according to Community Board 18 
District Manager Dottie Turano’s 
offi ce. And Councilman Alan Mai-
sel, whose district is just a stone’s 
throw away from the station, was 
also left wondering.

“Not sure what they are doing,” 
said Maisel (D–Canarsie). “Six mil-
lion is a lot of money — beats the 
heck out of me.”

 A Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority employee working at the 
station — who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity because he’s not 
authorized to speak on behalf of 
the state agency — said the station 
is completely outdated, old, and 
certainly in need of upgrades, like 
fresh paint, but looks as though 
it’s already accessible to disabled 
straphangers. 

But just because the station 
isn’t in need of a shiny new lift or 
any other conspicuous alterations, 
it still must conform to detailed 
federal guidelines for handicapped 
accessibility, said an attorney with 
the Disability Rights Advocates, 
whose organization is representing 
plaintiffs  suing the state because 
parts of its transportation system 
still violate local and federal acces-
sibility laws .

“Making sure that all ramps 
meet the standards, that the hand-
rails meet the standards, that the 
paths of travel are wide enough 
to accommodate people in wheel-
chairs. Another is the station 
agent booth, making sure that it 
is low enough, so that someone in 
a wheelchair can go up to it and 
get assistance,” said Rebecca Rod-
gers. “Even though these might 
sound like they are technical or 

MTA spending $6M to make stairless 
station handicapped accessible

Continued on page 9
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935 Park Ave NY, NY 10028
212-628-8880

2460 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234

212-628-8880

Specialist in Diagnosis 
& Treatment of:

Sagging Upper 
& Lower Eyelids

Dry Eyes
Reconstructive Surgery 

after Skin Cancer Cosmetic 
Surgery, Rhinoplasty 

(Nose Surgery)

    OPHTHALMIC SURGERY

Simple Procedure Improves
Dry Eyes & Sagging Eyelids
Exclusive interview with Dr. Golio, Director of Craniofacial Surgery

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

If you have recurring infections on your eyelashes, dry eyes, 
feeling of dirt, debris, sand, odd bodies or watery eyes, you are 
not alone. A simple procedure performed under local anesthesia 
can help.

Dr. Dominck I. Golio says, “A growing number of people fl ock 
annually to be examined due to these symptoms. There are many 
diffent causes for these problems. Age, Arthiritis, the use of certain 
drugs to lower blood pressure, meds to treat allergies, parkinsons 
& nerves may increase the chances of dry eyes exposing them to 
recurring infections & other serious conditions.”

Not everyone can reduce or stop using meds or drops of artifi 
cial tears and antibiotics are not enough for many. Dr. Golio ex-
plains, “A test that all patients with these symptoms should take 
in front a mirror, lower the lower eyelid with the index fi nger and 
hold it in this position for fi ve seconds. It is important not to blink 
for this test. Typically, the lid returns to its normal position in a 
second. We often see patients with such sagging eyelids that after 
taking this test their eyelids do not return to their position within 7 
to 10 seconds.”

A simple procedure that does not require hospitalization, re-
moves a small amount of skin from the edge of the eyelid restoring 

the position thereof. “It’s like pulling the rope of a hammock that 
has withered with time,” says Dr. Golio.

If this situation is not corrected, eyes that are exposed out-
doors for longer periods of time may have increased symptoms 
and incidences of infections.

Flabby eyelids occasionally veer inward and the lashes touch-
ing the eye causing even more irritation. This procedure that cor-
rects a sagging lower lid is done under local anesthesia by remov-
ing excess skin, aligning the eyelid to the outer eye while removing 
excess fat by pulling the eyelid down. There is no pain or patches 
needed, you return home the same day and the stitches fall out on 
their own within one or two weeks.

The same day of the surgery you can watch television, read a 
book, warm up your own food as well as wash your face permit-
ting the stitches to get wet. In short, you will be able to fend for self 
the same day of procedure. 

Private insurances and Medicare will cover the procedure 
when it’s done to correct the excess fl ab, symptoms of tearing, 
recurrent infections or inversion of the eyelashes. This procedure 
should not be confused with under-eye bags that are considered a 
cosmetic concern and therefore is not covered by any insurance.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
The city missed out on 
$61,000 in fines from the 
infamous Prince Hotel 
in Bay Ridge because an 
inspector made a “half-
hearted” attempt to serve 
the owner, a Brooklyn Su-
preme Court judge ruled 
on May 12. 

Officials filed a mo-
tion to collect on $114,000 
in penalties for two build-
ing violations issued to 
the alleged f lophouse, 
which the city hopes to 
shutter and auction off. 
A judge gave the city the 
green-light to seize funds 
for one violation, but 
struck down the other be-
cause a city inspector did 
not do his due diligence 
to alert the owner, ruled 
the judge.

“Here, the City failed to 
demonstrate that prior to 
resorting to the City Char-

ter’s alternative method 
of service, [the Depart-
ment of Buildings] inspec-
tor made a ‘reasonable at-
tempt’ to personally serve 
the [notice of violations],” 
wrote Justice Dawn Jime-
nez-Salta in a May 12 court 
ruling. “This Court must 
deny the City’s request for 
enforcement of the [notice 
of violation] 12Z as it fi nds 
the City’s single, half-
hearted attempt to effectu-
ate personal service inad-
equate.” 

Inspectors issued the 
pair of fi nes to the inn on 
93rd Street off of Third Av-
enue for space that was il-
legally converted into addi-
tional hotel rooms in June 
2014 and April 2015, accord-
ing to Department of Build-
ings records. 

Owner Moses Fried has 
racked up nearly $400,000 
in fi nes for building-code, 

safety, and quality-of-life 
violations. And of them 
the 2014 infraction earned 
Fried a whopping $61,000 
in penalties — which the 
court threw out — and the 
2015 order levied a hefty 
$53,000. 

But the judge ruled 
that the lazy inspector 
botched the protocol for 
serving Fried by not mak-
ing multiple attempts, los-
ing the city thousands of 
dollars in fees. And it is 
not exactly a common oc-
currence, according to a 
spokesman with the May-
or’s Office of Special En-
forcement. 

“It happens,” said Al-
exander Schnell. “It’s not 
with a high frequency, but 
it does happen occasion-
ally.”

Neighbors have  long 
complained  that the inn 
is a den of vice, calling for 

its closure.  Mayor DeBla-
sio assembled a task force 
to investigate the hotel in 
2015  after locals panned 
his  plan to erect a pre-
kindergarten down the 
block . 

Department of Finance 
sheriffs  raided the hotel 
last year and seized the 
cash on hand  toward pay-
ing off Fried’s debts. 

But the beleaguered 
Prince Hotel has per-
sisted and to this day re-
mains open for business. 
Officials planned to auc-
tion off the inn, but  Fried 
blocked the plan in court  
and now city lawyers are 
considering possible alter-
natives.   

The city has fi led an ap-
peal to overturn the court’s 
decision and maintains it 
took the necessary steps to 
serve Fried, according to 
Schnell.

ROYAL PARDON: A judge decided that the Prince Hotel doesn’t 
have to pay $61,000 in fi nes because the city didn’t try hard 
enough to collect.  File photo by Georgine Benvenuto

It’s a royal blunder
City misses out on Prince Hotel fi nes due to ‘lazy’ inspector 
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

NYC
CARIBBEAN

SPONSORS

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s 

largest recreation centers.
Enjoy the best food, drinks & music 

from the Caribbean islands.

www.caribfoodfest.com

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15
and $20 at the door

(Advance Tickets online until July 14th)

VIP Tickets available 
www.caribfoodfest.net
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ing the Whitestone, 
Hellgate, 59th Street, 
Williamsburg, Man-
hattan, and Brooklyn 
bridges. 

His depiction of 
the Verrazano Bridge 
is the largest paint-
ing in the show, mea-
suring more than 16 
feet across. Messer 
chose to emphasize 
that span because it 
brings together con-
servative and liberal 
boroughs, and he 
hopes it will help cre-
ate conversation be-
tween those with dif-
fering ideas. 

“I realized that 
Staten Island is the one 
borough who actually 
voted for Trump, and 
I think a lot of the is-
sues we have are people 
don’t talk to each other,” 
he said. “So I really 
thought it was impor-
tant to have that bridge 
between Staten Island 
and Brooklyn — it’s a 
very simple way of look-
ing at bridging those 
two communities.”

The exhibition also 
screens a series of 
crudely animated car-
toons that Messer made 
for each of the fi rst 100 
days of Trump’s presi-
dency. Titled “Years of 

the Cock,” the videos 
portray Trump as half-
human, half-rooster, 
and they detail what-
ever scandal emerged 
on that day, including 
the “alternative facts” 
comment and news 
about his campaign’s 
connections with Rus-
sia. 

Messer realizes that 
his animations might 
offend some people, 
but hopes their place-
ment next to the bridge 
paintings will make 
critics open to discuss-
ing their feelings. 

“The animations 
can be cathartic for 
some people, and it 
will make other peo-
ple rather mad because 
they may not agree,” 
he said. “I hope the 
bridges next to them 
will make them have 
bigger conversations, 
or be open to conversa-
tions.”

Messer will also 
host a mass drawing 
session on July 17, and 
a musical collabora-
tion of Vernon Reid on 
July 26

Sam Messer at Bric 
House (647 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, www.bricarts-
media.org). July 12 at 
8 pm. Free. Exhibit on 
display Tue–Sat, 10 
am–6 pm through Aug. 
6.

THE BIG DOG: Messer’s paintings of bridges and dogs hang 
on the wall of Bric in Fort Greene. Photo by Jason Speakman

Continued from page 1 

BRIDGES

BY LAUREN GILL
They welcomed summer 
with a splash! 

Brooklynites looking 
for a cool way to beat the 
heat fl ooded Kings Coun-
ty’s pools on June 29 to 
kick-off swimming season 
in the borough.

People lined up outside 
of Brooklyn’s 15 public la-
goons — which include 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
Pop-up Pool, Gowanus’s 
Douglas and DeGraw Pool, 
the Sunset Park Pool, and 
Greenpoint’s McCarren 
Park Pool — to take a dip 
in their waters for the fi rst 
time since the facilities 
closed last September.

Bathers who visit pools 
in the County of Kings can 
slather on free sunscreen, 
as well as enroll in com-
plimentary swimming les-
sons and fi tness classes.

And patrons under the 
age of 18 can enjoy free 
meals at certain facilities 
as part of the city’s  Summer 
Meals Program  — though, 
of course, you should wait 
an hour after eating before 
getting back in the pool.  

Pool season also will ex-
tend through Sept. 10 this 
year, giving local swim-
mers an extra full week to 
have fun in the sun.

Brooklynites take a dip!
Borough residents dive into city pools on opening day
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SPLASH ZONE: 1. These two girls can’t wait to cool down in the 
McCarren Park Pool. 2. The beloved Brooklyn Bridge Park Pop-up 
Pool is back for another year. 3. The Navarro family traveled from 
Queens to the pop-up pool. 4. These two think swimming is the 
best way to beat the heat. 5. The Double D pool in Gowanus is a 
favorite. 6. Jaileen and Ethan Mclean play in the Double D pool. 7. 
Kids can’t get enough of the pop-up pool.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 7/31/17.

REPAIR 
ANY VACUUM OR 
SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, Austin Air Purifi ers

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

+ Parts
+ Tax

We Will Beat or 
Match Any Price

on Air 
Conditioners

AMANA  GE
FRIEDRICHS
FRIGIDAIRE

& MORE BRANDS

ENERGY 
SAVER

Monday – Friday 8am–6pm, Saturday 8am–1pm

www.salstrans.com

Financing

Available

All repairs backed by our ironclad guarantee

Family owned and operated for over 40 years

“Sal Raio forgoes profi t for honesty” – New York Times

Burchell, an event plan-
ner, came up with the idea 
after noticing lack of West 
Indian representation at 
other city food events. Most 
festivals featured only a 
few from select cultures, 
she said.

“Every time I go to a fes-
tival there may be only one 
Caribbean vendor and it’s a 
lot about jerk but nothing 
for the entire Caribbean to 
come together,” she said. 
“It’s either Haiti, Trinidad 
and Tobago, [or] Jamaica.”

For her festival, Burchell 
has recruited chefs serving 
food from Belize, Jamaica, 
Haiti, Guyana, Puerto 
Rico, Trinidad and Tobago, 
St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and 
a few other spots. She had 
originally hoped to include 
representatives of all 26 Ca-
ribbean countries, but the 
size of the venue and some 
economic concerns encour-
aged her to scale down, 
she said — though future 
events might have more. 

“I wanted a lot of ven-
dors at fi rst but if we have 
a lot of vendors they won’t 
make a profi t, and we want 
our vendors to be happy. 
Because we want this to 
be an annual festival,” she 
said.

Each admission ticket 
will allow guests to sam-
ple dishes from fi ve differ-
ent vendors, and those with 

VIP tickets will also get a 
sit-down, four-course meal 
and alcoholic beverages, 
according to Burchell.

The diverse offerings 
on the menu will let eat-
ers a chance to experience 
trendy plates infl uenced by 
stateside favorites.

“We have a nice Carib-
bean modernized menu 
and it’s not going be a typi-
cal curry — we are having 
something more modern,” 
said Burchell. “It’s going 
to be a fusion and a mix of 
American and original Ca-
ribbean.”

One of those innovative 
dishes will be a shark and 
waffl e dish, served by Pros-
pect Heights chef Shayaa Mu-
hammad, who was inspired 
to combine Trinidadian fast 
food and southern cuisine.

“I had to choose some-
thing from my country and 

a popular dish is bake and 
shark,” he said. “I also like 
to eat chicken and waffl es, 
so I fi gured I’d do some-
thing from my island but 
with a twist.”

He will be serving a 
lightly fried shark, along 
with some fried chicken 
for those who are not fond 
of fi sh.

In addition to the food, 
the fest will feature live 
calypso, soca, and reggae 
music, with a performance 
from up-and-coming soca 
singer KC.

New York City Carib-
bean Food Festival at 
Pacplex [1500 Paerdegat 
Avenue North between 
Paerdegat 13th and 14th 
Streets in Canarsie, (718) 
209–1010, www.caribfood-
fest.net]. July 15, noon–7 
pm. $20 ($65 VIP, free for 
kids 12 or younger).

culty breathing, convul-
sions, yellow-colored skin, 
loss of appetite, diarrhea, 
dark urine, and repeated 
vomiting, the veterinary 
technician said.

The state will continue 
testing water bodies in 
the park on a weekly ba-
sis, and the Prospect Park 
Alliance has posted signs 

around the lake informing 
park goers of the poten-
tial danger, according to 
the conservancy’s spokes-
woman.

Algae has yet to be 
found in the park’s Upper 
Pool, where Dog Beach is 
located, and the canines’ 
swimming hole remains 
open, the spokeswoman 
said.

The Prospect Park Al-
liance  received $390,000 
from the state in Febru-

ary  to create natural fil-
tration systems at two 
points where city water 
enters the lake, which 
are intended to reduce 
the amount of algae–
causing phosphates in 
the water.

But there is currently 
no timeline for the fi ltra-
tion project, and the rep 
said more information will 
be provided when the con-
servancy is ready to begin 
work on it.

Continued from page 1 

ALGAE

Continued from page 1 

FOOD FEST

TWISTING A TRADITION: Chef Shayaa Muhammad, who runs Gour-
mand Eats, will serve up fried shark and waffl es at the inaugural 
New York City Caribbean Food Festival on July 15. Gourmand Eats

small changes, they are 
really technical because 
sometimes an inch here or 
a quarter of an inch there 
can make the difference be-
tween someone being able 

to use this station and not 
being able to use the sta-
tion.”

After eight days of per-
sistent inquiries to the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority, a spokes-
man for the state agency fi -
nally explained the specifi c 
ways that the station is not 

yet entirely handicapped 
accessible. 

“The station is not yet 
fully ADA accessible,” said 
Kevin Ortiz. “We will be 
addressing the gap between 
the train and platform and 
adding ramps from the bus 
portals for full intermodal 
accessibility.”

ACCESS
Continued from page 3



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JU
LY

 9
, 2

01
7

10

40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
         Weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

into Gravesend Bay, which 
will dilute the pollutants. 
But with millions of gallons 
gushing into the inlet each 
day for years, experts and 
locals fear that the contam-
inates could amass to dan-
gerous levels, and aren’t 
buying the state’s argu-
ment that being connected 
to a large body of water will 
mitigate the risks. 

“Dilution is not the solu-
tion to pollution. That has 
been proven time and time 
again,” said Shawn Dick-
son, an attorney with a 
background in marine sci-
ence who works with River-
keeper — an environmen-
tal organization dedicated 
to cleaning up New York 
waterways. “They should 
not be relying on dilution 
to fl ush out the pollution. 
The only solution to pollu-
tion is no pollution.” 

The project being run by 
the Economic Development 
Corporation will upgrade 
aging water mains and 
storm and sanitary sew-
ers in an area bounded by 
W. 17th and W. 22nd streets 

from Neptune Avenue to 
the Boardwalk. Shovels are 
expected to hit the ground 
this summer and the proj-
ect will last for roughly two 
years — with an embargo 
on Surf Avenue construc-
tion from May 15 to Sept. 15 
so as not to clash with the 
swell of beach-goers, ac-
cording to city records. 

But to keep the construc-
tion site dry, the city applied 
for a State Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System 
permit to “dewater” contam-
inated groundwater from 
several sites by pumping it 
into Coney Island Creek — 

where people swim, students 
routinely wade for city-run 
education programs, and 
some congregations use the 
waters for religious rites 
such as baptisms. 

A contractor — Haks 
Engineers, Architects, and 
Land Surveyors — will 
treat the water with a three-
pronged process known as 
fi ltration, sedimentation, 
and carbon absorption that 
will sift grime out of the 
water and trap many of the 
pollutants — including the 
cancer-causing benzene, 
toluene, and xylene — that 
have seeped into the soil 

over the years.
But per the state’s per-

mit, Haks will not monitor 
several toxic metals includ-
ing arsenic, antimony, and 
vanadium because testing 
found the compounds to be 
within water-quality stan-
dards, according to state 
records. And offi cials feel 
it is unlikely that the met-
als will build up to danger-
ous concentrations per cu-
bic foot of water within the 
inlet, said an offi cial at the 
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation. 

“We do modeling to fi g-
ure out if the levels in the 
water are going to violate 
quality standards,” said 
Koon Tang, the director of 
the state’s Bureau of Water 
Permits. “If you’re asking 
me if the metal is going to 
slowly accumulate, I don’t 
anticipate that is going to 
happen in this case.”

But with a man-made 
fl ood of biblical proportions 
pouring into the creek every 
day for years, the city would 
be remiss not to monitor the 
heavy metals, especially 
considering the creek’s toxic 
history, said Dickson. 

“Even small concentra-
tions pose a risk that could 

be mitigated or avoided,” 
said Dickson. “At some 
point, I take the profession-
als’ word for it, however, 
in places like Coney Island 
Creek,  with everything go-
ing into the creek, if this was 
listed as a superfund site the 
[Environmental Protection 
Agency] would probably say 
no to this, because it’s a new 
source of pollution.” 

Koon said the state is 
relying on tidal fl ushing to 
wash the compounds out 
and mix with Gravesend 
Bay — but that’s an unreli-
able method, said Dickson.

“There’s no water sys-
tem that gets fl ushed per-
fectly every day,” he said. 
“There are parts that sit 
stagnant, the sediments 
can capture oil and con-
taminates, water gets 
trapped in boats. That can’t 
be relied on.” 

The state’s permit al-
lows for a fl ow of up to 5,000 
gallons per minute from 
14 locations — enough to 
fi ll an Olympic swimming 
pool in less than 10 minutes 
— to be diverted to a storm 
drain at W. 21st Street and 
Neptune Avenue, where 
the water will spew into 
the creek. 

And offi cials have al-
lowed for a deluge of up to 7.2 
million gallons per day to 
gush into the creek — that’s 
more than the biggest tank 
at the world’s largest aquar-
ium, a 6.3 million vat in 
Georgia that holds a whole 
ecosystem of marine life in-
cluding whale sharks. 

It is  an alarming 
amount that opens up the 
fl oodgates to a slew of prob-
lems, said one local envi-
ronmental advocate. 

“The problem is the vol-
ume of water is just unbe-
lievable. It’s like fi lling up 
a bathtub and being sur-
prised when it overfl ows,” 
said Pamela Pettyjohn, the 
president of the environ-
mental civic group the Co-
ney Island Beautifi cation 
Project. “We’ve got prob-
lems with fl ooding now, 
and in some places the wa-
ter is right next to houses.”

But most troubling of all 
is the city and state’s lack of 
transparency with locals, 
said Pettyjohn. 

“If it was harmless, it 
wouldn’t have done any 
harm to for us to know. We 
found out from you and I 
have a big problem with 
that,” said Pettyjohn. 

OUTCRY: Experts and locals including Pamela Pettyjohn fear that 
the massive amount of fi ltered contaminated groundwater the city 
will pour into Coney Island Creek will lead to fl ooding and harm 
those who use the waterway. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Continued from page 1 
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L & M  Tours

6812 3rd Ave  
Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches and 24-seat mini buses 
available for your transportation needs.

Cruise Destinations:

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 7
Come See USA & Canada With Us

 Scheduled Bus Trips   
 All Year Round
  Five Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

 Penn Dutch Amish; Philadelphia; Cape May
 Boston; Newport; Providence; Baltimore
Lobster & Crab Feast; Casinos & Shows
Cape Cod; Maine; New Hampshire
Branson & St Louis; Ohio’s Amish Country
West Virginia; Outer Banks; Myrtle Beach
Niagara Falls & Toronto; Ocean City, MD
Train/Boat Ride; JF Kennedy’s Centennial
Shopping Outlets; Day & Overnight Trips

Call For

Free
Brochure

Receive a FREE Bus Trip 
after completing 

a 9 days or more cruise

Group Discount 
Available
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