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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Brighton Beachers hungry 
for the neighborhood’s newest 
supermarket — Big Bazaar — 
will have to wait just a little 
longer to check out. 

 Owners anticipated it 
would open the doors to the 
community back in late Feb-
ruary or early March , but that 
deadline quickly came and 
went, said a former Brighton 
Beach resident. 

“It’s been several months 
since it seemed like they were 
ready to open, and even put up 
a banner with the name of the 
grocery store,” said Roman 
Gorodetskiy, who recently 
drove by the still-shuttered 
storefront. “But since then, 
there has been no movement 
there nor progress.”

But owners promise they 
have made signifi cant prog-
ress, and again hope to open 

in a few days. The shelves are 
already stocked with every-
thing that won’t go bad, said 
owner Ajay Sarin’s real estate 
broker. 

“They are planning to open 
very, very shortly, the super-
market is already stocked,” 
said Brighton Beacher Igor 
Libo. “All the shelves are 
stocked, non-perishables.”

Locals have been eager 
for a grocery store in Little 
Odessa that could again serve 
as a one-stop-shop for food and 
general household items — as 
an alternative to the neighbor-
hood’s pricey Russian special-
ity shops —  ever since the low-
cost Met Foods closed  more 
than fi ve years ago.

And they were  looking 
forward to roaming the 
bazaar’s aisles for milk, 
ketchup, and even kosher 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Cops are searching for the 
bigot who scratched more 
than two dozen swastikas 
into wet cement on Newkirk 
Avenue on July 8. 

Video surveillance shows 
the sacrilegious sneak etch-
ing 29 anti-Semitic hate sym-
bols into the freshly poured 
sidewalk between Ocean 
Parkway and E. 18th Street 
shortly after midnight on 
July 8 — on Shabbat. 

The incident is devastat-
ing to the Midwood commu-
nity — home to many Jew-
ish residents and Holocaust 
survivors — but the police 
are working hard to catch the 

guy, said a local pol.
“What has happened to 

society that people take any 
pleasure in spreading hate? 
Imagine the reaction of Ho-
locaust survivors and their 
descendants who live in 
this community when they 
come across these symbols 
of hate?” said Assemblyman 
Dov Hikind (D–Midwood). 
“This was a purposeful de-
termination to hurt people. 
But the surprise will be on 
the vandal who brought this 
hate crime to this neighbor-
hood. He was caught clearly 
on video.”

The more-than-40-minute 
video obtained by the build-

ing owners even shows what 
looks like the neo-Nazi no-
goodnik taking photographs 
of his meticulous and hateful 
work, said Hikind. 

“This guy is on this knees 
drawing swastikas — he’s ac-
tually taking pictures of the 
swastikas as if he was going 
to publicise them to I don’t 
know who,” he said. “It’s 
just a remarkable scene that 
someone would indulge in 
this kind of hate, doing one 
after the other.”

Making matters worse, 
the bigoted graffi ti carved 
into the cement — which was 
just laid down hours before 

Brighton Beachers 
eagerly wait for 

Big Bazaar to open

Swastikas carved 
in Midwood sidewalk 

— on Shabbat!

CAUGHT: Video shows the sneak scratching the swastikas in the cement at about 12:15 am on July 8.  
 Assemblyman Dov Hikind’s offi ce 

Continued on page 12
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HELP WANTED: The store is fully stocked with non-perishables and will 
open soon, owners say.    Photo by Erica Price
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
A Council candidate owns 
properties listed among the 
city’s 250 most worst-main-
tained buildings — in the dis-
trict he wants to represent. 

Delvis Valdes, who has 
thrown his hat into the run-
ning for the 38th-District 
Council seat of Sunset Park 
and Red Hook, owns buildings 
through the Delerimar Realty 
Corp. with a slew of hazardous 
violations that have landed 
his properties in the city’s spe-
cial enforcement program for 
three years in a row, accord-
ing to city records. 

The perilous conditions 
include an illicit gas hook-up, 
unsafe electrical wiring, and 
performing repairs without 
permits, Department of Build-
ing records show. It is upset-
ting behavior that puts his 
would-be constituents at risk, 
said a tenant organizer coun-
seling residents living in the 
properties. 

“It’s very disheartening to 
me that someone treats their 
tenants this way,” said Mar-
cela Mitaynes, with Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors, a Sunset 
Park-based tenant-advocacy 
group. “Nobody should have 
to live under these conditions 
and have to go through these 
obstacles. It’s not fair.” 

Department of Building re-
cords list Valdes as the presi-
dent of the Sunset Park-based 
Delerimar Realty Corp. and 
has him and the reality group 
as the owners of four apart-
ment buildings that have been 
 listed with the city’s Housing 
Preservation and Develop-
ment’s alternative enforce-
ment program  — which annu-
ally designates 250 properties 
with outstanding violations 
that endanger tenants with 
the goal of pressuring land-
lords to make repairs. 

Delerimar Realty Corp. ac-
quired the properties along 
Fourth Avenue between 63rd 
and 64th streets in 2010, ac-

cording to Department of Fi-
nance records. Since then, 
one building was listed on the 
alternative enforcement pro-
gram in 2015, a pair of proper-
ties in 2016, and the program’s 
2017 list released in January 
included a building owned by 
Delerimar, Housing Preserva-
tion and Development records 
show. 

It has been a struggle for 
some living in the buildings, 
said one long-time tenant. 

“We had to go to the bath-
room with an umbrella for a 
while because every time the 
people above us fl ushed the toi-
let water would come down,” 
said Zoraida Brown, who has 
lived at the property for 43 
years. “It was not diffi cult to 
get things before, now when I 
need something fi xed it’s re-
ally hard to get it done. I don’t 
feel safe here, but I can’t afford 
to live somewhere else.” 

The building also has a 
rodent and insect problem so 
bad that Brown and her family 
pack their food in plastic bags 
suspended on a hook in the 
kitchen wall to keep it out of 
reach of vermin, said Brown’s 
daughter. 

“There is mice poop every-
where, we can’t keep the place 
clean. It’s nasty. I have food 
hanging in the bags to try and 
keep the mice and water bugs 
away,” said Crystal McGough, 
who lives with her 4-year-old 
son, 6-year-old daughter, and 
her mother. “My daughter is 
afraid to go to sleep because 
things crawled on her at night. 
It’s very frustrating — I can 
feel my blood pressure going 
up thinking about it.” 

Valdes maintains that he 
and his colleagues are fever-
ishly working to correct the 
outstanding violations, but 
claims he is being thwarted by 

uncooperative tenants.
“We’re removing the viola-

tions. Every single day we’re 
removing violations,” said 

INSIDE

By Caroline Spivack

Sunset Park has a lot on its plate! 
Industry City was once a fine 

dining desert, but a garden of eatin’ 
has bloomed in the massive shorefront 
complex. Whether you are looking to sink 
your teeth into the latest food trend or 
master your favorite fare with a cooking 
class, this foodie hub has you covered. 
Get a taste with our guide to the latest 
joints that have taken root or will soon 
bloom in Industry City.

Wholly guacamole!
Take your avocado obsession to the 

next level at Avocaderia. The all-avocado 
eatery, which made headlines worldwide 
when it opened in April, plates the creamy 
fruit on toast, in salads, and blended into 
smoothies. Each month also features new 
specials that imagine the green goody in 
a unique form. July’s creations include 
“Avo chocolate mousse” and an “Avo 
burger” that uses the fruit as a bun. 

Avocaderia [238 36th St. between 

Second and Third avenues in Sunset Park, 
(347) 227–0350, www.avocaderia.com]. 
Open Mon–Fri, 9 am–4 pm; Sat–Sun, 11 
am–5 pm.

Light eating
The latest sit-down eatery in Industry 

City, Filament at the Landing, offers a 
high-brow twist on pub grub. Culinary 
craftsmen Vincent Chirico, who also 
runs two Mediterranean-inspired spots 
on the distant isle of Manhattan, has 
brought some of more well-known dishes 
to the better borough, including charred 
octopus served on a bed of jalapeno 
pesto and a chicken-under-a-brick dish. 
In addition to bold bites, the space fea-
tures a courtyard bar, pool tables, and 
shuffleboard.

Filament at the Landing (220 36th 
St. between Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (347) 417–8494). Open 
Mon–Tue, 9:30 am–8 pm, Wed–Fri, 9:30 
am–10 pm, Sat, noon–10 pm, and Sun, 
noon–6 pm.

Booze cruise

Belly up to seasonal tug-boat-turned-
eatery the Wheelhouse, now landlocked 
in an Industry City courtyard. The team 
behind the Manhattan-docked vessel 
 Frying Pan  are serving up a slew of nautical 
fare, including lobster rolls, ceviche tacos, 
and spiced shrimp banh mi, along with 
beer, wine, and cocktails. You can settle at 
any of the benches around the courtyard, or 
migrate mere steps to a  Brooklyn-themed 
mini-golf  course for a round. 

The Wheelhouse at Industry City 
Courtyard 5/6 [enter on Second Avenue 
between 34th and 35th streets in Sunset 
Park, (347) 902–4829, www.fryingpan-
wheelhouse.com]. Open Mon–Wed, noon–8 
pm; Thu–Fri, noon–9 pm; Sat, noon–8 pm; 
Sun, noon–6 pm.

All that and dim sum
Downtown dumpling spot  Yaso Tangbao  

will open its second location at Industry City 
later this month. The Shanghai-inspired 

shop will feature on-site seating for on-site 
eating of its delicious dumplings, which 
include blue crab and pork soup dumplings, 
sticky rice dumplings, and garden veggie 
dumplings. Noodles, soups, and other tradi-
tional delicacies are also on the menu.

Yaso Tangbao opening soon at 253 36th 
St. between Second and Third avenues in 
Sunset Park in Industry City. 

Foodies in training 
The Brooklyn Kitchen has shifted its 

cooking class operation to Industry City 
after more than a decade in Williamsburg. 
Instead of selling produce and kitchenware, 
the Sunset Park spot focuses on classes 
and special events, with daily workshops 
that will help you hone your cooking craft. 
Classes offered this month include “Chinese 
Dinner Party,” “Halal Cart at Home,” and 
“Not Sad Desk Lunch.”

The Brooklyn Kitchen [254 36th St. 
between Second and Third avenues in 
Sunset Park, (718) 389–2982, www.the-
brooklynkitchen.com]. Class times vary.

Your guide to dining at Industry City

Industrial 
taste!

Green grub: Liza Zusman of 
Avocaderia holds up a toast gar-
nished with sliced avocado, water-
melon radish, arugula, and beet 
hummus.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

INFESTED: (Above) Crystal McGough and her family keep their pantry 
items suspended in a bag to keep pests away, which doesn’t always work. 
(Right) This wall in the living room of McGough’s apartment bounces 
when pressed due to this large crack. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

BLIGHT ON THE BALLOT
Council candidate on city’s ‘bad landlord’ list

Continued on page 12
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Talk about a sinking feeling.

The city has fi nally fi lled 
in a recurring sinkhole that 
swallowed most of a Bay Ridge 
bike lane, but locals gripe that 
because the street’s asphalt 
continues to sag, it’s just go-
ing to cave in again. Shovel-
ing asphalt is just a temporary 
fi x unless something is done 
about the underlying cause, 
said one community leader. 

“This particular pothole 
has been there for some time. 
It’s been fi lled and then sunk 
again, and fi lled and sunk,” 
said Josephine Beckmann, 
district manager of Commu-
nity Board 10. “It’d be more 
effective to fi x whatever is 
causing it. Clearly it’s being 
undermined by something — 
they have to determine what 
and fi x it.” 

It took the city nearly two 
weeks to investigate the two-
foot-wide cave-in on 72nd 
Street and Third Avenue af-
ter Beckmann alerted the De-
partment of Transportation. 
But the agency referred the is-
sue to the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, which 
handles water infrastructure, 
assuming that a leaky pipe 
was to blame. But that agency 
determined that the street 
is sinking because of nearby 
Con Edison infrastructure, 
according to a city rep. 

Now repairing the real is-
sue falls to Con Edison, which 
did not respond to requests for 
comment. 

In the meantime, the city 
temporarily paved the gaping 
hole, which obstructed a bike 
lane, but shoddy work still left 
the street with a deep dip and 
cyclists would rather bike in 
the street than roll over the 
uneven ground, said one block 
local.

“Today I had to basically 
avoid it, which defeats the pur-
pose of a bike lane,” said Ridg-
ite Alejandro Suarez, who felt 
the difference rolling over 
the repairs on July 6. “They 
patched it but it’s not level and 
is still a hazard.” 

Since then, city workers 
have returned for additional 
repairs, but the street is still 
not level, and instead of a dip, 
a small mound of asphalt cre-
ates a separate hazard for cy-
clists. 

It is absurd that the depres-
sion has turned into such a de-
bacle, said another cyclist. 

“This is such a simple 

thing to get right. Instead of 
just dumping asphalt, fl atten 
it out,” said Ridgite Rich Mo-
linaro. “But what’s even the 
point? Because won’t it just 
sink again? Instead of drag-
ging their feet addressing 
the problem, do it all right at 
once.” 

Workers returned yet again 
on July 10, and placed a metal 
sheet over the trouble patch.

It has been more than a 
decade since that stretch of 
72nd Street has been repaved 
and possibly longer since it re-
ceived major upgrades, which 
is probably why the city is hav-
ing trouble keeping the pave-
ment even, said Beckmann. 

“That street is really bad,” 
she said. “When you travel up 
it, it feels like you’re driving 
over speed bumps, but that’s 
just the street.”

Community Board 10 has 
advocated for city funds to 

overhaul the street for years, 
but to no avail. And it does not 
help matters that no one wants 
to take responsibility for the 
street. 

Investigators with the De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection may have deter-
mined that it’s up to Con Edi-
son to get to the bottom of is-
sue, but it wouldn’t be the fi rst 
time in the area the agency 
passed the buck to the utility 
company when the responsi-
bility actually fell to the city, 
said Beckmann. 

“That’s interesting that 
they referred it to Con Ed, be-
cause last time that happened, 
it turned out it was a water is-
sue the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection had to 
fi x,” said Beckmann. “I guess 
we’ll see.” 

SHODDY WORK: (Right) It took 
roughly two weeks for offi cials 
to fi x this reoccurring sinkhole 
on 72nd Street and Third Avenue, 
which was still just fi lled with junk 
on July 5.  (Above) The city tem-
porarily patched a cave-in on the 
bike lane on July 6, but the shoddy 
repairs left a dip that cyclist Ale-
jandro Suarez felt was perilous for 
bikers.  Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

ON GUARD: Police evacuated Kings Plaza on July 8 after two teens 
fi red a gun inside the mall.  Photo by Paul Martinka

Shot fi red at 
Kings Plaza sparks 

fear, evacuation
BY JULIANNE CUBA

Cops cuffed two Brooklyn 
teens who allegedly fi red a 
gun inside Kings Plaza on 
Saturday evening  — initially 
sparking fears of an active 
shooter inside the Mill Basin 
shopping center and  setting 
off an urgent manhunt on the 
ground and from the air. 

Police responded to re-
ports of shots fi red near the 
Michael Kors store inside 
the Flatbush Avenue and Av-
enue U mall at about 5:50 pm 
on July 8, where a 16-year-
old suspect from Bedford-
Stuyvesant had allegedly 
fi red a bullet at a fellow teen 
who may have robbed him 
at some point, according to 
authorities. But the bullet 
missed the intended target 
and instead lodged inside 
a display case at Malsons 
Jewelers, where police later 
found it, offi cials said.

The teen then handed over 
the weapon to his accomplice 
— a 16-year-old from Flat-
bush — and they both fl ed, 
leading police to evacuate the 
mall, close nearby streets, 
and launch a nearly two-hour 
search aided by a helicopter, 
according to authorities. 

Offi cers ultimately found 
the teen who allegedly fi red 
the gun at 6:16 pm on E. 55th 
Street near Avenue O, and 
later found his buddy — 
with a loaded pistol inside 
his pants — on Fillmore Av-
enue between E. 54th and 
E. 55th streets at about 7:25 
pm, offi cials said. 

The investigation is on-
going, and there were no in-
juries reported, according 
to authorities. Both suspects 
were arraigned on July 9, ac-
cording to District Attorney 
Eric Gonzalez’s offi ce. 

The mall has seen other 
violent incidents.  A few years 
ago the day after Christmas  
—  two years in a row  — teens 
broke out into a brawl.

A spokesman for Kings 
Plaza did not immediately 
respond to a request for com-
ment. 

MANHUNT: Police searched the 
surrounding area for the two 
teens after they fl ed the mall.  
 Photo by Paul Martinka

Hole new problem 
Locals: City doing poor job repairing Ridge sinkhole
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re movin’ on up!

The city’s Hurricane Sandy-re-
covery program Build it Back plans 
to fi nally break ground this month 
to raise the homes in a private sec-
tion of Sheepshead Bay known as the 
“courts,” while also  replacing its old 
and clogged sewers  to prevent future 
fl ooding. 

The neighborhood’s private pipes, 
which the city is not responsible for 
fi xing, connect dozens of homes to 
the public line — and after years of 
planning, pleading, meeting, and ne-
gotiating, Build it Back has agreed to 
replace the shoddy infrastructure on 
the taxpayer’s dime — just this one 
time —  if the homeowners agreed to 
form a homeowners association and 
maintain the sewer lines in the fu-
ture . 

It took months to get most home-
owners on board with the association, 
so nearly fi ve years after the storm 
ripped through and destroyed the 
neighborhood, it’s about time repair 
work begins, said  one Stanton Court 
homeowner, who originally scoffed at 
the idea . 

“I’m feeling good about it, I’m glad 
it’s going to happen,” said Mike Rodri-
guez. “Hopefully everything is done 
according to plan.”

Worker’s for  the city’s sluggish, 
scandal-ridden, and over-budget Build 
it Back program  plan to put their shov-
els to the dirt within the week to start 
replacing the failing sewers that often 
fl ood with sewage in heavy rain — they 
will also rebuild 17 homes and elevate 
15 of them that sit about fi ve feet below 
sea level in two different sections of 
the courts, bounded by Nostrand Av-
enue, Batchelder Street, Shore Park-
way, and Emmons Avenue.

The project took a lot of planning in 
order to overcome the courts’ unique 
diffi culties — such as extremely nar-

row streets, wide enough only for foot 
traffi c — so it’s great to see it all fi nally 
happening, said the local councilmem-
ber. 

“I believe it’s one of the only places 
in the city where they are not only re-
building and elevating, but also re-
building the infrastructure. People 
have been living there for years with 
sewer backups — literally sewer water 
— where every time it rains there, was 
there was not puddles or ponding, but 
more like pools of water,” said Council-
man Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay). “And I believe that working with 
Build it Back and with residents there, 
fi nally it’s becoming a reality where 
we will improve the people’s quality 
of life.”

Some worry that the courts’ rows of 
homes,  many of which have been aban-
doned and overrun by cats in the wake 
of the 2012 superstorm , could poten-
tially be an open invitation for home-
less people to take up residence. Rodri-
guez and his wife have already moved 
out of their Stanton Court home, and 
in with their son in Coney Island in 
preparation for work to begin, but he 
still repeatedly checks in on his house 
to deter those less fortunate from mov-
ing in, he said. 

“I’m concerned about the squatters 
coming in, that’s one of the reasons 
why I’ve been staying here,” Rodri-
guez said. 

But Build it Back will ensure the 
security of each home, said a spokes-
man. 

“Safety and security of residents’ 
homes in Build it Back’s care are a top 
priority,” said Matt Viggiano. “Build it 
Back works with local precincts in ar-
eas where homes are under construc-
tion so that all safety concerns are ad-
dressed quickly.”  

Work is slated to begin this week 
and wrap by the end of the year or 
early 2018, a spokesman said. 

NEW DIGS
Work starting in S’head Bay’s ‘courts’ 

BACK TO WORK: Build it Back plans to fi x the sewers and raise the homes in a private sec-
tion of Sheepshead Bay known as the “courts.” File photo by Angel Zayas
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Call it a bazaar sight. 

Some 3,000 revelers packed 
into Bay Ridge’s Shore Road 
Park to enjoy the Arab Ameri-
can Association of New York’s 
annual bazaar on July 9 with 
a medley of food, dance, and 
crafts. It was the local group’s 
11th-annual party, which 
showcases a growing part of 
Brooklyn’s — and particularly 
Bay Ridge’s — ethnic mosaic, 
said one fest-goer. 

“I’m happy that they cele-
brate the Arab and North Af-
ricans and give them a chance 

to show why this culture is 
great,” said Fatima Feknous, 
who moved from Algeria to 
Brooklyn in 1994. “It reminds 
me of my roots and keeps me 
connected to my culture.” 

Vendors included Fifth 
Avenue sweets shop Nablus 
Sweets, stands selling clas-
sic New York halal food, and 
booths hawking jewelry and 
wares from the Arab world.

The Freedom Dabke 
Troupe performed traditional 
Levantine line dances along 
with a slew of other dance 
groups and singers from sev-

eral Arab cultures. Revelers  
ate fare such as kebabs and 
falafels, twirled and danced 
on the green, and inked their 
hands with Henna tattoos.

But the festivities also had 
a political tinge this year, 
with some fest-goers carrying 
“#NoMuslimBanEver” signs 
— taking the opportunity to 
voice their opposition to  Presi-
dent Trump’s order that aims 
to block citizens of six Mus-
lim-majority countries from 
entering the U.S., which the 
Supreme Court partially rein-
stated last month .

Ridgites party at Arab American Bazaar

HIGH ENERGY: (Left) The Freedom Dabke Troupe performed its tradi-
tional Levantine line dance for the crowd at the 11th annual Arab Ameri-
can Association Bazaar on July 9. (Above) Henna tattoo artists inked 
intricate designs onto fest-goers.  Photos by Georgine Benvenuto
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JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

EBT

SWEET DEAL!

7/12 7AM - 7/17 7PM
12 13 14 15 16 17SALE STARTS

SPECIAL!

FRESH!

Sour Cream

$$22forfor33
U D

$$66forfor199199
Corn Green Squash

lb.lb.

¢¢5959

Seedless
Watermelons

lb.lb.

¢¢3535
Bananas

lb.lb.

¢¢4949

Cauliflower

$$129129
Mangoes

$$499499
Cucumbers

8989forfor55 ¢¢

Crushed Tomatoes

$$129129
ea.ea.

K

Organic Lemonades

$$33forfor22
Yogurt

$$149149
U D

Sugar

$$199199
K P

Black Bing
Cherries

$$149149
lb.lb.

Romaine
Hearts

$$199199ORGANIC

Cello
Carrots

$$11forfor33

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com
Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court
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63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Rejected
Cops arrested a man who they 

say assaulted a woman on Flat-
bush Avenue on June 28 after she 
rejected his advances.

The woman told police she 
was near Avenue J around 5 pm 
when a man approached her and 
tried to chat with her. When she 
denied him, her pushed her and 
threatened her, saying “I’ll knock 
you out, racist b---- — say another 
word and I’ll f--- you up,” offi cials 
reported. 

Offi cers apprehended the man 
minutes later and found him in 
possession of pepper spray, accord-
ing authorities. 

Hit and run
A driver hit a mother and child 

as they were waiting to cross the 
intersection of Avenue I and E. 
51st Street on June 29.

The woman told cops she was 
walking near the intersection 
with her daughter around 8:57 pm 
when a motorist in a gold mini van 
hit them and continued down E. 
51st Street.

Car theft
Someone stole a woman’s items 

out of her car parked while it was 
parked Ralph Avenue on June 29.

The victim told police that she 
left her vehicle near Avenue L 
around 6:30 pm and returned 30 
minutes later to fi nd the front pas-
senger-side window damaged and 
her belongings gone. 

License to steal
A nogoodnik lifted a license 

plate off a motorcycle parked on 
Avenue U sometime between June 
28 and 29. 

The victim left his chopper 
near E. 66th Street around 10:30 
am, and the next day noticed the 
plates were missing, according to 
police.

School break-in
Someone tried to break into an 

E. 54th Street school on June 29.
An employee said that when he 

arrived at the school near Avenue I 
around 2 am to start work, the out-
side glass doors were damaged, po-
lice reported. 

Cops also said he reported two 
windows in the school were bro-
ken the day before.

Shot and lift
A trio of shoplifters stole de-

signer jeans from an Avenue U re-
tail store on June 27.

Police said that the thieves en-
tered the store near E. 55th Street 
around 1:38 pm and left minutes 

later with the goods.
— Alexandra Simon

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Break it up!
A brute slashed a good Samari-

tan in the neck as he tried to break 
up a fi ght between two ruffi ans on 
Kings Highway on July 2. 

The victim told police that he 
spotted two men arguing between 
W. Seventh and W. Eighth streets 
at 3:45 am and tried to intervene. 
But one of the goons didn’t appre-
ciate his butting in, brandishing a 
sharp object and slashing the vic-
tim’s neck, said police. 

He was taken to Coney Island 
Hospital for treatment, offi cials 
said. 

What a dumbbell
Police arrested a man who they 

say struck a guy in the head with a 
fi ve-pound weight at an 86th Street 
gym on July 1.

The victim was working out at a 
gym between 24th Avenue and Bay 
37th Street at 1:50 am, when out of 
nowhere a man struck him in the 
head with a fi ve-pound weight, 
causing a laceration to his head, 
according to a police report. 

Police were called to the scene 
and cuffed the man, offi cials said. 

Clean sweep
A woman swung a broom at her 

relative on 67th Street on June 26.
The victim told police that she 

went to an apartment between 18th 
and 19th streets at 8 pm to gather 
her things when she got into an ar-
gument with a relative. 

The argument turned physi-
cal when the irrate woman began 
punching the victim in the face 
and then grabbed a broom and 
swung it at her, offi cials said. 

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Scooter smash
A rogue bashed a man in the 

head with a scooter on the Board-
walk on July 3.

The victim told police that he 
was walking near Ocean Parkway 
just after midnight when the man 
bumped into him. 

The ruffi an became irate and 
screamed, “You want to fi ght, this 
is my son’s scooter,” according to a 
police report. 

The brute then split the man’s 
head open with the scooter before 
booking it down the Boardwalk, 
offi cials said.

Bite me
Police arrested a woman who 

they say bit a police offi cer on Still-
well Avenue on July 2.

The offi cer was responding to a 
911 call near Mermaid Avenue just 
before midnight when he tried to 
calm the woman down, but she be-
gan fl ailing her arms and bit the 
man’s left hand, according to a po-
lice report. 

The offi cer also sustained a 
scrape to his knee as he cuffed the 
woman, authorities said.

Face the music
Cops cuffed a man for whacking 

a guy in the face with a guitar on 
the Boardwalk on July 6.

The victim was near Ocean 
Parkway at 1 pm when the musi-
cian suddenly attacked him, bash-
ing him twice in the face, said po-
lice. 

The blows caused multiple cuts 
to his face and a possible eye frac-
ture, according to a police report.

Back stabber
A cretin stabbed a man sev-

eral times after an argument at a 
Boardwalk watering hole on July 
7.

The two men got into an argu-
ment at a seaside bar near Ruby 
Jacob Walk at 2 am, offi cials said. 

But things turned violent when 
the baddie brandished a blade and 
stabbed the man fi ve times in the 
back as he was leaving, said po-
lice.

Emergency responders rushed 
the man to Lutheran Medical Cen-
ter, offi cials said.

Mugged
A cad attacked and robbed a 

woman on Bowery Street on July 
4.

The woman was near W. 12th 
Street at 1 am when she was pulled 
to the ground by her hair, accord-
ing to authorities. 

The brute scratched the wom-
an’s face, neck, arms, and kicked 
her legs before grabbing her dia-
mond earrings, according to a po-
lice report. — Caroline Spivack

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Clean freak
A knave tried to swipe four bot-

tles of body wash from a Nostrand 
Avenue drugstore on July 9, police 
said.

The jerk took the products off 
the shelves in the store near Ave-
nue Z at about 2:20 pm, and when a 
worker tried to stop him, he socked 
him in the left shoulder, according 
to authorities. 

The punk dropped the soaps in 
his haste as he fl ed shirtless to-
ward Avenue Y, police said.

Cashed out
A ne’er-do-well broke into a 

guy’s truck parked on E. 21st 
Street on July 5 and stole a wad 
of cash and checks from his glove 
compartment, police said.

The guy told police he parked 
his delivery vehicle near Shore 
Parkway at 6:50 pm to make a de-
livery, and when he returned 
about 10 minutes later, he noticed 
some good-for-nothing had broken 
his passenger-side front window 
and swiped $1,700 and four checks 
worth a total of $5,700, according 
to authorities. 

Big change
A lout broke into a guy’s E. Sec-

ond Street garage in the middle 
of the night on July 5 and stole a 
bunch of quarters from his car, po-
lice said.

The 84-year-old guy told police 
the punk broke into his garage 
near Avenue P at about 2 am and 
took $6 worth of quarters from his 
inside his car. 

Both his vehicle and garage had 
been left unlocked, according to 
authorities. 

Data breach
A villain stole someone’s data 

collection wand from a construc-
tion site on Avenue W on July 6, po-
lice said.

The victim told police the scoun-
drel climbed the scaffolding up to 
the work site near Knapp Street and 
jumped down to grab the ProxiPen 
at about 11:45 pm, according to au-
thorities. 

Dude, you lost a Dell
A snake ran off with a guy’s 

company laptop from inside a med-
ical store on Quentin Road on July 
7, police said.

The lout swiped the guy’s Dell 
laptop from inside the building 
near E. 16th Street at about 6:30 
pm, offi cials said.  
 — Julianne Cuba
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Still Jewish Family owned
and Independently operated

We are pleased to announce that PARKSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC 
has relocated it’s funeral home to 

1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY (1 block from Kings Highway)

Our Helpful and experienced staff remains the same

Our telephone number remains the same

718-338-1500

YEDID & ZEITOUNE, PLLC 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Isaac Yedid, Esq.
isaac@yzlawoffice.com

Admitted in NY & NJ

$299
for a Last Will  
& Testament
Restrictions May Apply

$1,250
Restrictions May Apply

Raymond Zeitoune, Esq.
raymond@yzlawoffice.com

Admitted in NY

Special with this ad Special with this ad

BROOKLYN OFFICE
1172 Coney Island Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11230
Phone: 347.461.9800
Fax: 718.421.1695

NYC OFFICE
By Appointment Only:
152 Madison Avenue,  

Suite 1105
New York, New York 10016

Eye Specialists

Reich Center 
for Eye Care

Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
It was huuuuuuge!

Lefty party people celebrated In-
dependence Day early with a 1970s-
themed “Impeachment Party” at the 
Longbow Pub and Pantry on July 2. 
The shindig sought to poke fun at a po-
litically tense climate, but also high-
light what organizers see as the ee-
rie similarities of Donald Trump and 
Richard Nixon — who ultimately re-
signed over the Watergate scandal — 
said one party-thrower.

“Alarming threads of a narra-
tive are being drawn together and we 
wanted at the very least to use Inde-
pendence Day to highlight another 
summer that ended with the truth 
coming out,” said Bay Ridgite Rebecca 
Brodsky, with Fight Back Bay Ridge. 
“The political atmosphere is so seri-
ous and we kind of wanted to have a 
fun community event and poke fun at 
Bay Ridge’s history, which is mostly 
associated with the ’70s.” 

Donald Trump’s presidency has 
been clouded in controversy, with a 
criminal probe into whether Trump’s 
advisers colluded with the Russian 
government to undermine the 2016 
presidential election.

And with a daily drip of political 
conundrums in the news, local pro-
gressives felt their neighbors earned a 
little fun and games, said another ac-
tivist.

“A number of serious things have 
been going on and while impeachment 
is a very serious act, we felt it was time 
to have a party,” said Sally McMahon, 
the head of Fight Back Bay Ridge. “We 
fi gured it was timely for the Fourth of 
July weekend.” 

Locals busted out their bell bottoms 
and tie-dyed T-shirts, enjoying “im-
peachmint” cocktails or a “Comey” 
— an old fashioned named for former 

head of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation James Comey, who was sud-
denly fi red by Trump in May. 

Themed fare was also served, in-
cluding the “boneless, spineless, sou-
less chicken wings” (named for Paul 
Ryan) or the “covfefe” burger.

Party-goers guessed at whether 
Richard Nixon or Donald Trump 
said various quotes, and the winner 
snagged a groovy Lava Lamp.

But the get-together ultimately 
served as an outlet for progressives in 
a neighborhood stereotyped as a bas-
tion of conservatism, said Brodsky.

“Bay Ridge is a complicated place 
where it has a historically conserva-
tive feeling to it,” said Brodsky. “But 
there’s more and more of a progres-
sive voice, and we were really happy to 
string those people together.”

Party politics
Ridgites boogie at ‘Impeachment Party’

THROW BACK: Fight Back Bay Ridge celebrated the Fourth of July early with a ’70s-themed 
“impeachment party” at the Longbow Pub and Pantry on July 2.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

FLOWER POWER: Lefty party people like 
Vanessa Caputi donned ’70s duds for the 
shindig.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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Learn Guitar
Before Summer’s End

Beginner Guitar Lessons for
Kids Teens  Adults

Johnny Phillips  347-517-1399

http://www.burlaptocashmere.com

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

meats for the neighborhood’s large 
observant Jewish community . 

But the new Brighton Beach Ave-
nue store should be open soon. Own-
ers have passed all necessary De-
partment of Building’s inspections, 
according to an agency spokesman. 
Managers are just waiting for the fi -

nal sign off letter to offi cially welcome 
in shoppers after the last delivery of 
freezers arrive, said Sarin, who is just 
as excited as his future customers to 
fi nally open. 

“Everything is done now, only thing 
we are waiting for is the freezer cooler 
— then everything will be on track,” 
said Sarin, who owns more than a 
dozen other grocery stores around the 
city. “We are excited, looking forward 
to opening.”

Continued from cover 

BIG BAZAAR

— isn’t something that can simply be 
washed off, said Hikind. 

“We’re talking about major dam-
age,” he said. “Actually ripping out ev-
erything and redoing it, not just some-
thing you can just wipe off a wall.”

The incident comes amid a slew of 

other anti-Semitic acts across Brook-
lyn — police are still looking for  the 
creep who painted swastikas all over 
Marine Park last year  during the Jew-
ish holiday of Passover, and just two 
months ago,  another good-for-nothing 
scribbled one into the sidewalk in Gra-
vesend . 

The police department’s Hate 
Crime Task Force is investigating, of-
fi cials said.

HATE ACT: Community leaders, including Assemblyman Dov Hikind and the 70th Precinct 
commanding offi cer, check out the scene.  Assemblyman Dov Hikind’s offi ce 

Continued from cover

SWASTIKAS

COMING SOON, AGAIN: Big Bazaar supermarket owners hope to open doors within days. 
 Photo by Erica Price
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must also open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus or Premier account2 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check 
deposit.

1 New personal Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective June 12, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full 
year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for 
the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between 
$25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.25% for daily balances over $100,000. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must 
maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum 
balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for 
more details. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Introducing Another Great Rate from Flushing Bank

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Maximum 
Money Market 1.25%

$25,000 minimum deposit

APY1

CITY TECH

FASHION
I AM

I
AM

Prepare for 
your career at  

City Tech  
(fashion / business)

Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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TRANSPORTATION

2 R

Brooklyn Borough Hall is ADA-accessible and breastfeeding-friendly

BUSES: B25, B26, B38, B41, B52, and B103

1:00 PM
KICKOFF OF UNITY PARADE OF FLAGS

(FULTON MALL)

2:00 PM
CULTURAL PERFORMANCES

(COLUMBUS PARK MAIN STAGE)
 

3:00 PM
BROOKLYN FUSION:

A CULTURAL CONVERSATION
(COLUMBUS PARK MAIN STAGE)

 
PLUS:

THE NEW GLOBAL VILLAGE
A TASTE OF ETHNIC CUISINE

a former Campaign 
Finance Board big shot — 
claims he’s since spoken 
with staff at the board 
and there’s no doubt in 
his mind that the thou-
sands of dollars in viola-
tions will be dropped.

“Keep in mind what 
a petition is, a petition 
is like a parking ticket 
— it may be right, it may 
be wrong, and when 
you reply, they may de-
cide there’s no violation 

or penalty — in other 
words, that you did noth-
ing wrong,” said Laufer. 
“In this case, based on 
developments since the 
answer was given, I am 
confi dent that that’s ex-
actly how this case will 
end — with no violations 
or penalties on the alle-
gations described in the 
Crain’s story.”

 A spokesman for 
the Campaign Finance 
Board says it does not 

comment on a specifi c 
campaign’s audit pro-
cess before it’s complete. 
Oberman’s conference at 
the Offi ce of Administra-
tive Trials and Hearings 
is scheduled for Aug. 3, 
according to an agency 
spokeswoman.

• • •
Borough Park Coun-

cilman David Green-

fi eld called out his fellow 
pol — and apparent foe — 
Sheepshead Bay Council-

man Chaim Deutsch  on 
social media  for wrong-
fully taking credit for 
his parking meter idea.

“Had a good laugh 
today when I read @
ChaimDeutsch press re-
lease taking credit for 
‘his’ parking relief that 
Mayor & I announced 6 
weeks ago,” Greenfi eld 
wrote on Twitter on 
June 28. 

Greenfi eld, together 

F ailed city coun-
cil candidate Igor 

Oberman — the 
general manager of 
Trump Village West in 
Brighton Beach — may 
have to cough up $25,000 
in fi nes to the city for us-
ing the apartment com-
plex’s money to fund his 
2013 campaign, accord-
ing to a petition fi led by 
the city’s Campaign Fi-
nance Board on May 16, 
and obtained by this pa-
per through a Freedom 
of Information Law re-
quest. 

Oberman was the 
president of the co-op 
back in 2013 when he 
launched his unsuc-
cessful bid to replace 
term-limited Council-
man Mike Nelson (D-
Brighton Beach). He 
faced Brighton Beach 
district leader Ari Ka-

gan, Community Board 
15 chairwoman Theresa 

Scavo, attorney Na-

tra Bhushan, and Nel-
son’s ultimate succes-
sor, Councilman Chaim 

Deutsch (D–Brighton 
Beach) in the Democratic 
primary, where he got 
1,338 votes to Deutsch’s 
more than 3,000,  accord-
ing to city records . 

In the city’s detailed, 
607-page report, it ac-
cuses Oberman of using 
the co-op’s money to pay 
for his own campaign-
touting fl yers and ban-
ners — some of which 
featured a photograph 
of himself with his wife 
and kid — ads taken out 
in Russian newspapers, 
and promotional mailers 
sent to residents primar-
ily in the council district 
in which he was running 
— for which the board 
recommends he pay back 
$9,0756, which was  fi rst 
reported by Crain’s . 

But Oberman’s cam-
paign insists that he 
shouldn’t have to pay the 
fi nes because the mail-
ers were used to attract 
young families to move 
into Trump Village after 
Hurricane Sandy caused 
signifi cant damage, the 
document states.

Oberman and his 
campaign have a trou-
bled past —  he was 
caught making 182 
phone calls and raking 
in more than $40,000 in 
donations while at his 
offi ce as an attorney for 

the city’s Tax and Limou-
sine Commision . He was 
fi red and fi ned $7,500 by 
the Confl ict of Interests 
Board in 2014, but now 
the Campaign Finance 
Board’s own just-com-
pleted audit says Ober-
man must still pay up 
even more.

He was also caught in 
the middle of  a mystery 
as to who made bizarre 
robocalls  claiming that 
his fellow Council hope-
ful  Ari Kagan was once 
in the infamous Russian 
Soviet-era intelligence 
service, the KGB . Kagan 
has  admitted he’s the one 
who alerted the Cam-
paign Finance Board to 
Oberman’s shady spend-
ing  after Oberman fi led 
his own (now-dismissed) 
complaints about Kagan, 
and is glad to see it play 
out the way it has, but 
never accused or blamed 
Oberman of being behind 
the disturbing calls.  

“He fi nally drove me 
crazy and I decided to 
complain myself, call 
the CFB board once and 
for all. He stole money 
from his own co-op, I call 
it like it is. The best help 
for his co-op after Sandy 
would be not to steal 
money from his own 
co-op,” said Kagan. “I’m 
biased, he fi led vicious 
complaints against me, 
radio ads against me. 
He fi led complaint af-
ter complaint after com-
plaint.”

 Oberman also sued 
a handful of Trump Vil-
lage West residents in 
2014  after they created 
a defamatory website 
against him,  TV4 United , 
where  dozens of com-
menters criticized the 
former co-op board pres-
ident , who is from the 
former Soviet Union, for 
 running the place like a 
dictatorship . 

But Oberman’s attor-
ney Laurence Laufer— 

Oberman trumped by Campaign Finance Board
PARTY LINE

TALKING BORO POLITICS
WITH JULIANNE CUBA

Continued on page 23
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BY LAUREN GILL
Talk about picking a lane!

The city closed a section 
of the dedicated Greenway 
bike path along the Red Hook 
waterfront for nearly three 
weeks as the nabe gears up to 
host a leg of the allegedly envi-
ronmentally-friendly, interna-
tional electric-car racing se-
ries Formula E, leaving area 
cyclists with nowhere safe to 
pedal during peak riding sea-
son, said local leaders.

“The Greenway is heav-
ily used at this time of year,” 
said Eric McClure, Chairman 
of the Community Board 6 
Transportation Committee. 
“Not having accommodation 
for users while they’re taking 
up the space seems like an er-
ror in judgment.”

The landscaped, green-
colored path that runs along 
Bowne Street between Com-
merce and Verona streets is 
closed from July 3 to 21 so 
crews can set up the race’s 
fan village, where spectators 

can buy items such as food 
and merchandise during the 
two-day competition on July 
15 and 16, according to a For-
mula E spokesman.

Access to a portion of the 
stretch — some of which has 
been covered by concrete 
slabs — is blocked by fences, 
and planters that normally sit 
beside it were exiled to nearby 
sidewalks, where signs an-
nouncing the lane’s closure 
have been posted.

The city  recommended on 
Twitter  that riders cycle along 
nearby Van Brunt Street in-
stead, but they must share that 
road with drivers, making it 
far less safe than the Green-
way, according to McClure.

“Van Brunt doesn’t offer 
any protected space the way 
the Greenway does for bike 
riders and runners,” he said.

Drivers in the massive 
race — who have taken their 
battery-powered cars to the 
streets of such exotic locales 
as Hong Kong, Marrakesh, 

and Paris — will zoom along 
a route that runs past the 
Cruise Terminal and hooks 
around Atlantic Basin, go-
ing to the edge of Pioneer and 
Conover streets, then running 
parallel to Imlay Street.

The city’s Economic De-
velopment Corporation — the 
agency working on the event 
with Formula E —  claimed 
it would include locals in the 
process when it announced 
the race last year , but Mc-
Clure said he had not heard 
of the Greenway closure until 
reached by this paper.

And other locals said block-
ing off a key access point for 
cyclists in the subway-starved 
nabe made them question how 
much city and Formula E hon-
chos have engaged residents.

“How are you involving the 
neighborhood when you close 
the bike lane?” said a Van 
Brunt Street business owner 
who asked not to be named.

City Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Red Hook) said 

he also never received ad-
vance notice about the plan to 
close the Greenway, and that 
he asked city and Formula E 
offi cials to host community 
meetings this week, in order 
to address locals’ concerns be-
fore the race weekend.

“Event operators failed to 
offer advance notice to nearby 

residents and cyclists — in-
cluding myself — who rely on 
that section of bike path,” he 
said. “At a site visit last week, 
I called on the Formula E team 
and the EDC to demonstrate 
their commitment to commu-
nity relations by conducting 
a pair of open meetings this 

NO RIDE: The Greenway around the Brooklyn Cruise Terminal is closed in 
preparation for the Formula E race.  Community News Group / Lauren Gill

Grinding gears
City closes bike path to make way for car race

Continued on page 25
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our  
FREE seminars to learn about elder law, 

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                                      

MON. JULY 17th

BROOKLYN-
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Vesuvio Restaurant

7305 Third Avenue

TUES. JULY 18th

BROOKLYN-
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Buckley’s

2926 Avenue S

THUR. JULY 20th

BROOKLYN-
PARK SLOPE

3 PM & 7PM
The Montauk Club

25 Eighth Avenue
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BOROUGH WIDE

Let’s put out the welcome mat for 
two comprehensive eye care practices. 

The NYU Langone Eye Center 
opened in Bay Ridge and in Brooklyn 
Heights, providing comprehensive eye 

and vision care. 
Both centers are 
staffed by ophthal-
mologists specially 
trained to diag-
nose, monitor, and 
medically or surgi-
cally treat all ocu-
lar and visual dis-
orders of the eye, 
as well as prescribe 

vision services, including glasses and 
contact lenses.

Ophthalmologist Dr. Douglas R. 

Lazzaro, Chief of Ophthalmology at 
NUY Lutheran Medical Centers, is 
taking a lead role in helping NYU Lan-
gone identify opportunities for contin-
ued expansion. 

“The expansion of the NYU Eye 
Center, under Dr. Lazzaro’s steward-
ship, greatly eases access to compre-
hensive and innovative eye care ser-
vices for people in Brooklyn,” says 
Dr. Joel S. Schuman, professor in 
the Departments of Ophthalmology, 
and Neuroscience and Physiology, and 
chairman of the Department of Oph-
thalmology at NYU Langone.

Dr. Lazzaaro added, “It’s a wonder-
ful opportunity to take on new chal-
lenges and help identify and develop 
services that further NYU Langone’s 
commitment to Brooklyn.”

NYU Langone Eye Center Bay Ridge 
[7901 Fourth Ave., (718) 748–1334]; 
Brooklyn Heights [149 Pierrepont St., 
(718) 834–1976].

BENSONHURST

Welcome 
Investors Bank is again partner-

ing with non-profi ts to provide a pos-
itive difference in the community. 
The bank formed an alliance with 
the United Chinese Association 

of Brooklyn, Bonei Olam, and St. 

Athanasius Parish.

Funds were donated to each orga-
nization to mark the grand opening of 
the latest branch on 18th Avenue and 
64th Street.

Locals celebrated the ribbon-cut-
ting ceremonies and enjoyed a perfor-
mance of the Lion Dance, a symbol of 
good luck, presented by United Chi-
nese Association of Brooklyn. 

Customers 18 and over can regis-
ter to win prizes in weekly drawings, 
including a Fitbit, Apple Watch, Ne-
spresso machine, and 50-inch Toshiba 
television. Drawings take place now 
through Aug. 25.  

The bank is also offering special 
promotional rates on consumer money 
market accounts as well as certifi cates 
of deposit for businesses and individu-
als. 

Investors Bank [64th Street and 
18th Avenue in Bensonhurst, (718) 331–
3120].

BOROUGH WIDE

Congratulations
The NYC Neighborhood Library 

Awards announced the 10 fi nalists 

in the running for top honors and a 
$20,000 prize. Winnings from the NYC 
Neighborhood Library Award will 
help branches extend, expand, and 
build on their award-winning ser-
vices.

This year, Crown Heights Library 
and New Utrecht Library are among 
the contenders.

The awards are known as the “Os-
cars of Libraries,” and recognize pub-
lic libraries for being irreplaceable 
pillars of their communities, offer-
ing a welcoming and safe environ-

ment and free programs and services. 
The awards, an initiative of the Stav-

ros Niarchos Foundation and the 
Charles H. Revson Foundation, will 
announce the winners in October. 

Standing O wishes the borough 
branches good luck.

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BOROUGH PARK

Three cheers to Shyfra 

Scharf. The giving senior was re-
cently honored for her 40 years of 
volunteer service to Maimonides 

Medical Center, along with 1,911 
other volunteers, at a special rec-
ognition ceremony and luncheon 
at Paradise Manor on July 5. 

Welcoming remarks were 
given by Kenneth Gibbs, presi-
dent and chief executive officer at 
Maimonides, where he welcomed 
the more than 400 guests of family 
and friends that celebrated the re-
markable combined 247,000 hours 
of service to the healing center in 
2016.

“We’re inspired by your self-
lessness and deeply indebted to 
each one of you,” Gibbs said. “You 
make our hospital a better place 
for patients and staff.”

Douglas Jablon, senior veep 
of Patient Relations; Alla Zats, 
director of Volunteer and Student 
Services; Dominick Stanzione, 

executive veep and chief operat-
ing officer; City Councilman Da-

vid  Greenfi eld; and First Lady 
Chirlane McCray, the guest 
speaker, were among the hoi pol-
loi that celebrated the event. 

The First Lady said, “You have 
a positive impact on families and 
patients every day and it truly 
matters.” 

Douglas Jablon said the lun-
cheon was a success, and added, 
“we honored Shyfra Scharf, our 
volunteer for over 40 years. She 
started the Pesha Elias Bikur 

Cholim D’Bobov organization, 
whose volunteers have been vis-
iting patients in the hospital and 
assisting in the Emergency Room 
for over three decades.”

Standing O gives a great big 
round O of applause to the volun-
teers — and especially to Shyfra 
Scharf, because she truly is out-
standing.

Maimonides Medical Center 
[4802 10th Ave. at 48th Street in 
Borough Park, (718) 283–6000].

See clearly now at NYU Langone  

Celebrating 40 years of service

BOROUGH WIDE

Congrats, grads
Put your hands together for 

the graduating students in the 
Good Shepherd Services Young 

Adult borough centers. More 
than 380 young people from its 
partnership schools, who range 
in age from late-teens to early 
20s, had all previously failed to 
graduate high school due to as-
sorted personal and academic 
struggles.

“For decades, Good Shepherd 
has helped lost young people fi nd 
their way back on the right path,” 
said Sr. Paulette LoMonaco, 
executive director of Good Shep-
herd Services. 

The organization runs four 
partnership schools with the 
city’s Department of Educa-

tion in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
Downtown, Red Hook, and Sun-
set Park. The schools provide 
full-day academic programs.

“It’s crazy to even think that 
I’m actually graduating, because 
I never thought that I would get 
this far,” said Ashley, a gradu-
ate from Brooklyn Frontiers 

High School in Downtown. She 
dropped out of high school after 
two years. “I think of my future 
and I know that it’s bright. I’ve 
found who I really am. I’m going 
to college to be a teacher, and I 
hope I can be just like the teach-
ers I have had in this school.”

Taj, a student at South Brook-

lyn Community High School in 
Red Hook, agreed, and said, “This 
was our second chance and we all 
took advantage of it. Instead of 
coming to South Brooklyn, we all 
could have simply dropped out 
and left it at that. But we wanted 
better for ourselves.”

Standing O wishes all the 
grads a very bright and success-
ful future.

Good Shepherd Services [441 
Fourth Ave. at 44 Street in Sunset 
Park, (718) 788–0666].

WHAT A VOLLIE!: Honoree Shyfra Scharf, center, is surrounded by family and friends 
as she was recognized for her 40 years of service to Maimonides Medical Center. 
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with Mayor DeBlasio 
and the Department of 
Transportation, worked 
to launch a program that 
would allow residents in 
heavily Orthodox-Jewish 
communities to pre-pay 
parking meters ahead of 
time before sundown on 
Friday, before Shabbat 
begins. It fi rst started in 
2011 as a pilot program 
in Borough Park, but 
Greenfi eld and Hizzoner 
announced its expansion 
to other areas around 
Midwood and Flatbush 
 at a Borough Park town 
hall  on May 16. 

But Deutsch —  who 
is being challenged in 
the Democratic primary 
by Greenfi eld’s buddy 
Kalman Yeger  — an-
nounced he was infl uen-
tial in bringing the me-
ters to Flatbush on June 
27,  according to the Ye-
shiva World News . 

A spokesman for the 
Department of Trans-
portation confi rmed the 
pilot program initially 
launched after working 
with Greenfi eld, and will 
be expanded this sum-
mer in response to com-
munity requests — but 
Deutsch’s spokesman 
said residents still have 
him to thank. 

“Unequivocally yes, 
Flatbush residents have 
Councilman Deutsch to 
thank for the introduc-
tion of Shabbos parking 
meters,” said Jake Dile-

mani. 
Deutsch’s campaign 

would not respond di-
rectly to  Greenfi eld’s 
apparently unpopular 
tweet, which several us-
ers responded to,  calling 
it shameful, and that it 
made them lose respect 
for the Borough Park pol. 

• • •
Gentile’s goin’ to the 

dogs!
Bay Ridge Council-

man Vincent Gentile, 
who is vying to become 
the borough’s top pros-
ecutor, wants the Kings 
County District Attor-
ney’s offi ce to reform its 
Animal Cruelty Unit. 

Gentile, who received 
the endorsement of the 
Empire State Humane 
Voters, says Acting DA 
Eric Gonzalez’s ani-
mal-cruelty unit is just 
not suffi cient and doesn’t 
do enough to prevent an-
imal hoarding, animal 

abuse, and neglect — or 
dogfi ghting. 

“The Brooklyn DA’s 
offi ce, despite what Gon-
zalez says, simply does 
not prioritize animal 
cruelty and the crimes 
associated with it,” said 
Gentile’s campaign 
spokesman Samuel 

Powers. “Vincent Gen-
tile’s proposal would cre-
ate a fully staffed, well-
funded Animal Cruelty 
Unit that is on par with 
our colleagues in Queens 
and Staten Island, and 
would dwarf the mini-
mal resources that are 
currently being spent 
on prosecuting animal 
crimes in the current 
Brooklyn DA’s offi ce.”

But Gonzalez’s of-
fi ce already has such a 
unit and is dedicated to 
prosecuting animal cru-
elty cases —  such as the 
woman who hoarded 180 
rabbits in Gowanus , said 
his campaign’s spokes-
woman. 

“District Attorney 
Gonzalez understands 
the importance of pros-
ecuting animal cruelty 
cases,” said Lupe Todd-

Medina. “To that end, 
his offi ce recently con-
victed a woman of animal 
cruelty after the city re-
moved almost 180 rabbits 
she was hoarding in a va-
cant lot in Gowanus.”

• • •
Endorsement

round-up:

Bay Ridge City 
Council hopeful Jus-

tin Brannan locked 
in the endorsement of 
the Transport Workers 
Union and Public Advo-
cate Tish James.

Councilwoman Lau-

rie Cumbo (D–Crown 
Heights) received sup-
port from 1199SEIU, the 
largest healthcare union 
in New York , and the 
council’s LGBTQ caucus 
endorsed her last month. 

And the  City Uni-
versity of New York’s 
Professional Staff Con-
gress  endorsed a candi-
date for the majority of 
all 51 council districts, 
but has not yet made 
an announcement for 
Councilman Mathieu 

Eugene’s (D–Flatbush) 
district, where he faces 
challenges from Brian 

Cunningham, Pia 

Raymond, Rose St. Al-

bord, and Jen Berkely, 
or for Cumbo’s district, 
where  she faces Ede 

Fox and Jabari Bris-

port. 

Continued from page 15 

PARTY LINE
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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© 2017 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved. www.hearusa.com

Lianne Aponte, Au.D., CCC-A
Doctor of AudiologyCall Today: 1-855-203-1173

8115 5th Avenue, Brooklyn

Welcome Health First, Touchstone, Wellcare, GHI Emblem 
members, HIP and Medicare Advantage HMO plans.

Attention all NY State and Federal Employees, Retirees and Spouses: You may 
be eligible for hearing aids at minimal or no cost. Call us for more information!

Schedule your FREE Hearing Screening!

* iPhone is a trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. The Bluetooth® word mark and logos are owned by 
the Bluetooth SIG, Inc., and any use of such marks by HearUSA is under license. Other trademarks and trade names are those of their 

respective owners.

** Two independent clinical studies have shown that Signia hearing aids with binaural processing provide better than normal hearing 
capabilities in certain demanding listening environments.

R

and Hear Better with HearUSA!

The new StreamLine TV is 
specifically designed for ultra 
high-definition streaming of 

audio directly to your Pure 13 
BT hearing aids. Compatible 
with most TVs and stereos!

FEATURED 
ACCESSORY!

The world’s first hearing aid that connects directly to your 
iPhone® and TV via Bluetooth® to deliver HD sound.*

� Pair with your iPhone for effortless 
and hands-free calling

� Stream your favorite shows  
and music directly to your 
hearing aids using  
StreamLine TV

� Powered with advanced 
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BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s wheel-y happening! 

Mayor DeBlasio on July 10 an-
nounced a ban on all cars inside 
Prospect Park from July 17 to Sept. 
11. And while the administration de-
scribed the embargo as temporary, lo-
cal leaders who support a vehicle-free 
meadow said they are optimistic that 
the seasonal restriction is a prelude to 
full-on prohibition.

“Hopefully, it will lead to a per-
manent closure,” said Eric McClure, 
Chairman of Community Board 6’s 
Transportation Committee. “I and 
many others have felt for a long time 
that the park should be completely 
free of cars, and doing a trial closure 
to measure the effect is a great idea.”

The ban — which will begin Pros-
pect Park’s fi rst-ever entirely car-
free period — temporarily elimi-
nates a two-hour window that allows 
Downtown-bound drivers to zip up 
the park’s East Drive from 7 to 9 am 
on weekday mornings to circumvent 
rush-hour traffi c.  It follows the may-
or’s 2015 decree that pulled vehicles 
from the meadow’s West Drive , which 
let Coney Island-bound motorists cut 
through Brooklyn’s Backyard during 
the evening rush and generally saw 
less traffi c than the Downtown-bound 
route.

Fewer cars travel on the East Drive 
in the summer than in cooler seasons 
— about 300 per hour as compared to 
400 per hour in the fall — and the city 
expects the ban will have negligible 
effects on streets surrounding the 
park, according to the mayor’s offi ce.

Studies conducted by the Depart-
ment of Transportation after West 
Drive’s permanent closure found that 
the most affected drivers’ travel times 
increased by less than a minute, and 
the agency will hold similar tests to 
determine how closing the East Drive 
affects its users’ morning commutes. 

DeBlasio’s announcement de-
lighted car critics who have decried 
vehicles in the park as a crime against 
nature for more than a decade, accord-
ing to the head of a group that advo-
cates for alternative transportation, 
who said he plans on pushing the city 
to make the temporary prohibition 

permanent. 
“It’s a big move in a much safer di-

rection and our focus now is in mak-
ing it permanent,” said Paul Steely 
White, of Transportation Alterna-
tives. “We hope to make a convinc-
ing case to the mayor that leaving the 
park in place for park users is the best 
policy, and should be the rule, not the 
short term exception.”

White,  who spent a week monitor-
ing motorists on the East Drive with 
his team earlier this year , said driv-
ers routinely broke the road’s 25-mile-
per hour speed limit, creating a haz-
ard for park pedestrians. 

The anti-car activists shared their 
fi ndings with the city, but White said 
that the temporary ban was more 
likely motivated by the growing popu-
larity of alternative travel options and 
an approaching September primary. 

“I think politicians understand 
that this has always been a common 
sense issue, but now it’s a popular is-
sue,” he said. “Being an election year, 
no decision are taken lightly.”

Park and no ride!
Mayor bans cars from Brooklyn’s 
Backyard for the summer months

NO CARS ALLOWED: A woman jogs along 
Prospect Park’s East Drive, which for years 
has accommodated cars from 7 to 9 am on 
weekdays, but will be closed to vehicles from 
July 17 to Sept. 11 as part of Mayor DeBlasio’s 
temporary ban on automobiles inside the 
green space.  File photo by Becky Holladay

week to address this and any other 
concerns.”

The Formula E rep acknowledged 
it dropped the ball by closing the bike 
lane, but said it was an inevitable con-
sequence of setting up the fan village 
planned for the site, and that the orga-

nization did all it could to not put lo-
cals out by hosting the event.

“I completely understand these 
comments,” said Sam Mallinson. “We 
want to minimize the disruption in our 
host cities. The stretch is unfortunate 
but we feel that having worked closely 
with local authorities, we’ve limited 
the impact on the neighborhood.”

The Department of Transportation 
did not return requests for comment.

Continued from page 16

GEARS
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To the editor,
Take me back to baseball of years 

ago. That bygone era included the 
traditional doubleheaders on Memo-
rial Day, the Fourth of July and La-
bor Day. Now, in their haste to bring 
in as much money as possible, double-
headers have become a thing of the 
past, with the exception of games be-
ing made up due to earlier postpone-
ments because of rain. Now, even in 
that case, the Major League teams 
make sure to schedule day-night af-
fairs so that they can charge double 
admission to the public.

If that isn’t bad enough, we now 
have a tendency to coddle pitchers. 
Now, baseball emphasizes the idea 
of the pitch count, and star pitchers, 
pitching great games, are removed by 
the seventh or eighth inning because 
they have thrown over 100 pitches. 
Nonsense. Our greatest pitchers went 
through complete games and weren’t 
the worst for it. How many times have 
we seen a pitcher taken out by the sev-
enth or eighth inning and the relief 
pitcher proceeds to blow the game?

We have reached the point where 
far too many baseball players are 
overpaid with bloated salaries. Dur-
ing the off-season, they should be 
working with inner city youths in 
our schools to promote positive qual-
ities through the efforts of baseball.

Baseball has for the most part be-
come a symbol of what is wrong in so-
ciety. Greed seems to trump all and 
our value system suffers as a result.

Ed Greenspan
Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
In summary: an old story, cla$$ 

warfare folks. Putting Trump and 
company in jail might make you feel 
warm and fuzzy, but please don’t hold 
your breath.

That’ll be just as easy as it was 
to toss in jail the many involved in 
the years-ago Wall Street-era scams 
and such. The whole of the system is 
rigged, in “their” favor.

Get in line with where the real is-
sues exist when it comes to hacking: 
to focus on Russia/Putin or Trump is 
to miss the far larger issue and prob-
lem that is digital data collection and 

technology, and the huge lack of secu-
rity attached to the original design of 
the Internet.

Thing is, there are no quick fixes; 
and the list of guilty parties is as 
broad and deep as is humanity. Hell, 
our own corporations and govern-
ment spies on others and the citizens 
of this country.

And no, I am not intending or 
wanting, with this comment, to even 
remotely downplay the seriousness 
and offensiveness of what is being in-
vestigated now, the Russian/Trump 
connection. But tell me what and 
who you’re looking forward to should 
Trumpery be gone? Dark Father 
Pence? The evil twins known as Mc-
Connell and Ryan?

Oh, wait, maybe the large swatch 
of lemming-like minions in the GOP 
that, is it said, the Koch Brothers and 
their ilk own?

I do understand that the “main 
stream media” is putting ideas in 
your head about the Russian/Pu-
tin-owned Trump administration, 
I do, but really, don’t you think that 
the real issues are far broader and 
deeper? When will the time arrive to 
rise up against the incredibly rigged 
system of government in these no-
longer united states?

Barry Brothers
Homecrest

To the editor,
“A rose by any other name” … 

Obamacare, Trumpcare …Idon’tcare 
… it’s all socialism — and they’re 
all flim-flams, although Joanna Del-
Buono only addresses Trumpcare 
in Not for Nothin’ (Trumpcare is a 
big flim flam, online July 5). Repeal 
Obamacare and stop Trumpcare in 
its tracks. Those who cannot afford 
private health insurance will be 
treated by government-run clinics. 
If socialist healthcare is as great as 
lawmakers claim it is, then why are 
there so many exemptions, including 
municipal unions and lawmakers 
themselves?

 We are witnessing the decadence 
of our society by inviting the dysfunc-
tional element of the world to tap our 
wealth without contribution. Noth-
ing in the Constitution states that 
the federal government must provide 
private healthcare. In the Preamble 
and in Article I, Section 8 it states 
that the government shall “provide 
for the common defence, promote 
the general Welfare…of the United 
States…” which rational people inter-
pret the phraseology in context with 
the safety of the United States and its 

citizens and protection from external 
aggressors, not costly private health-
care insurance.

Anything that the Constitution is 
not required to provide is left to the 
states. Therefore, it is up to each state 
to provide healthcare at each state’s 
expense, or not provide healthcare at 
all — but the latter position is unrea-
sonable at this point in time. In any 
event, the government must provide a 
healthy economy, which in turn cre-
ates jobs that provide private health 
insurance. Realistically, states 
should provide the least expensive 
healthcare system, such as clinics, 
which is what European countries do 
(except for politicians and rich people 
who come to America for critical and 
intricate care).

Additionally, government elected 
and appointed officials will be treated 
like employees of private corpora-
tions. The taxpayers will pay for pri-
vate insurance while these officials 
serve in their official capacity. When 
they are no longer government em-
ployees, they will be treated like other 
workers that have left their place of 
employment. Also, government offi-
cials must have term limits. Some of 
these individuals are in office only be-
cause they can’t get equal pay and ben-
efits in the private sector. Exhibit A: 
Members of the New York City Coun-
cil, whose do-nothing jobs and com-
petence is questioned daily, rake in 
is $148,500 annually, plus perks. Can 
they get that stipend in the private sec-
tor? Fugheddaboudit! Look around in 
your neighborhood and you will see 
posters of unknown candidates run-
ning for office. These individuals re-
alized that they can’t make that type 
of money in the private sector. When 
you see them in your neighborhood 
ask them what their last private job 
was and if their compensation pack-
age was better than the government 
job they’re running for.

When EMS took me to a local hos-
pital with a life-threatening condition, 
on one side was a cop who had suffered 
injuries while apprehending a crimi-
nal and on the other side was a young 
man with a scraped knee — put alcohol 
on the knee, you irresponsible boob; 
why are you taking up ER space? Our 
healthcare system needs to change 
and neither Trumpcare nor Obamac-
are are the answers. The short-term so-
lution is to implement government-run 
clinics (which are less expensive than 
private healthcare) for those without 
private insurance and the long-term 
solution is a combination of the above, 
combined with a repeal of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act of 1965 and 

the cessation of sanctuary cities. Poli-
ticians would do well to stop importing 
freeloaders.

So what’s next on the socialist 
agenda, Beluga and Dom Perignon 
for all? Elio Valenti

Brooklyn

To the editor,
As a self-employed person, I un-

derstand the anxiety that comes with 
the threat of not having the health-
care that you need. After Obamac-
are was passed, many Americans 
were able to make the decision to 
quit their jobs and start their own 
businesses because they felt secure 
enough to leave their employer’s 
health insurance plans. If we strip 
that away from people, we’re going to 
lose small business owners who were 
briefly enabled to get decent health 
coverage versus the catastrophic 
coverage that’s no good for entrepre-
neurs with family dependents. I al-
ready know someone who is looking 
for a job and has decided to close her 
business because she fears Congress 
is going to take away her ability to 
get quality health insurance. How 
does that make sense? In whose ben-
efit is Congress acting? They claim it 
will be better for business, but it sure 
doesn’t sound like it’s good for Amer-
ican business to me. Elise Coleman

Brooklyn

To the editor,
The news is filled with the sad re-

ports of another senseless killing of 
one of New York’s Finest. Officer Mi-
osotis Familia was gunned down, in 
cold blood, by a useless piece of gar-
bage, Alexander Bonds, who amassed 
a rap sheet of prior convictions that 
extend from the Bronx to Secaucus. 
Some of these convictions, includ-
ing the beating of another police of-
ficer, using brass knuckles, should 
have placed him in solitary for a few 
decades. Then why was this scum on 
the streets?

And now no one has heard a peep 
from the good Reverends, Al or Jesse, 
as since this was a “black on black” 
crime, they, along with other so-
called activists, made it a point to 
lay low, as they can’t make political 
hay or a buck from their protests. I 
pray that the children of Miosotis Fa-
milia find comfort in the dedication 
and bravery of their mother, and the 
knowledge that her killer is already 
in hell, paying for his deadly crimes, 
forever! Robert W. Lobenstein

Marine Park
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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ey all you Facebook-
ers out there, did you 
recently get a message 

about Jayden K. Smith in your 
in-box message advising you 
not to accept his invitation, 
and copy and paste to tell all 
your friends? 

You may all ask, who is 
Jayden K. Smith, and why 
does he want to hack my ac-
count? I know I did. 

So I did a search, and found 
this tidbit in The Telegraph: 
“Well-meaning users are shar-
ing the message widely, but 
as with most viral Facebook 
posts, the message is a hoax.”

I find it amazing that in 
2017 with all this technol-
ogy, super internet high-
ways and byways, people 
are still out there playing a 

game of Telephone. 
Yup, Telephone, the game 

that kept me and my friends 

busy for hours, especially on 
a rainy summer night when 
we couldn’t go out and play in 
the streets. We’d sit for hours 
around the big table under the 
umbrella and play Telephone. 

In case anyone out there 
never played it, it goes like 
this: You say something in 
your neighbor’s ear. He hears 
it, then repeats what he heard 
to the person next to him, and 
so on, and so on, and by the 
time the message gets back 
to you it is entirely different 
than what you started. You 
might say it was viral. 

It created loads and loads 
of giggles in those simple, hal-
cyon days of my youth. 

We didn’t have video 
games, iPhones, iPads, Twit-
ter, or SnapChat, but we did 

have fun. 
The link for The Tele-

graph story was mentioned on 
SILive.com and the reporter 
gave a few warning signs that 
you are being scammed, so I’m 
passing them on to you: 

money who you don’t know of-
fline.

-
vance fees to receive a loan, 
prize, or other winnings.

your conversation off Face-
book.

friend or relative in an emer-
gency.

poor spelling and grammati-
cal mistakes.

-

sent large companies, organi-
zations or public figures that 
are not verified.

-
ing you to a n outside website 
to claim a prize.

Not for Nuthin™, but I hope 
that if there is a real Jayden 
K. Smith out there, Facebook 
didn’t pull his account.

P.S. Here’s a nepotistic 
shout out to my very talented, 
sensational niece Emily Del-
Buono. Her first single, “Ad-
dicted to You,” was released on 
July 11. You can download on 

Play. 
Listen up — you’ll be glad 

you did!
Follow me on Twitter @

JDelBuono.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

arning: Reading this 
column may have the 
same effect it had on 

the woman writing it. (I must 
-

mor right now!).
It wasn’t always as easy as 

screaming (and going to the 
freezer, or deli). These things 
had to be invented, and I think 
we owe those stone-cold ge-
niuses a salute.

If it weren’t for Frank Ep-
person, we wouldn’t have the 
Popsicle. And if it weren’t for 
his kids, we’d be licking Epsi-
cles, which sounds almost ob-
scene. Here’s the story.

One night in 1905, when 
Frank was 11, he left a glass 
filled with water, Kool-Aid (or 
its 1905 equivalent), and the 
stick he was stirring them 
with out on his porch. This 
was in Oakland, the Brooklyn 
of San Francisco.

You know how they say 
it’s always beautiful weather 
in California? Ha. The cup of 
sweetened water froze solid. 
Frank pulled it out by the 
stick and — well, I think you 
can tell where this is going.

He made these stick treats 
for his friends and, years later, 
he made them for his kids, too, 
calling them “Epsicles” — a 

mashup of his name  plus ici-
cles. But his kids called them 
Pop’s Icles, because they were 
made by their pop. And they 
convinced him to change the 
name.

Epperson started sell-
ing the Popsicles at Neptune 
Beach, Oakland’s Coney Is-
land. So novel were they that 
they had to be described to the 
public as a “frozen lollipop,” 
or a “drink on a stick.” 

a single stand at the real Co-
ney Island (in the real Brook-
lyn) sold 8,000 in a day.

That same year, Epper-
son got a patent on his fro-

zen treat. But, debt pressing 
down, he quickly sold the pat-
ent to a guy named Joe Lowe 
— a decision Epperson later 
recognized as so epically aw-
ful that he is quoted as say-
ing, “I haven’t been the same 
since.”

For his part, Lowe ex-
panded the business and, 
when the Depression hit, made 
the brilliant move of selling a 
two-stick Popsicle for the same 
price — five cents — so two 
kids could (with some per-
suading, perhaps) break them 
in half and share them. In 
1986, the Popsicle company fi-
nally stopped selling doubles, 
supposedly swayed by moms 
who complained they were too 
messy.

One has to wonder if that 
was truly the case, or if 50 
years after the Depression 
someone on staff pointed out: 
Why are we still selling two 
for one?

Anyway, now Popsicle is 
owned by Unilever, and Ep-
person is buried in the same 
California cemetery as an-
other food genius: Trader Vic, 

And what of the yin to the 

Humor Bar? Well, it’s compli-

cated — and parallel.
In 1922, an Iowa school 

teacher patented the Eskimo 
Pie, a square of vanilla ice 
cream enrobed in a chocolate 
shell (I love every word de-
scribing that pie).

At approximately the same 
time, in Youngstown, Ohio, 
Harry Burt invented a choco-
late coating that also enrobed 
a slab of vanilla ice cream. But 
when his daughter said it was 
too messy (kids seem essential 
to the confection invention 
process), he inserted a stick. 

Bar and started selling them 
from a fleet of 12 trucks outfit-
ted, originally, with the bells 
from his son’s bobsled.

Burt applied for a patent, 
but the officials in D.C. de-
murred, concerned his inven-
tion was too similar to the 
Eskimo Pie. Frustrated, Burt 

bars to D.C. and passed them 
around the patent office to 
demonstrate the difference: 
His had a stick. Thus satis-
fied (or bribed, or just plain 
happy), the authorities gave 
him his patent.

Burt sued Lowe — the guy who 
bought the Popsicle company 
— for copyright infringement. 
How dare Lowe sell something 

else frozen on a stick?
By 1925, the suit was settled 

out of court and the deal was 
basically this: Popsicle could 
sell ice -
mor could sell ice cream. 

And sell they did. 
By the 1950s, there were 

plying the streets of subur-

(no women till 1967) were re-
quired to take a two-day class 
in ice cream etiquette, like, 
“Always tip your hat.” But 
by the ’70s, with gas prices, 
insurance, and competition 

-
ter Softee) all going up, the 
company’s profits melted. 

profitable again till the ’80s, 
and by then, the bars were 
sold in stores, not streets.

owned by Unilever, too. The 
bars are still delicious, but 
like Frank Epperson’s in-
vention, they are no longer a 
mom- and (wait for it!) Popsi-
cle business.

If you want that, cool off 
with some shaved ice from a 
cart.

Skenazy is founder of Free-
Range Kids, a contributor 
to Reason.com, and author 
of “Has the World Gone Ske-
nazy?”

RHYMES WITH 
CRAZY
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 4:30pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.
MAX
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HARBOR WATCH
Air Force Tech. Sgt. Tom 
Burden, with the Ohio Air 
National Guard’s 180th 
Fighter Wing, had a prob-
lem. As a weapons mechanic 
on the F-16 Fighting Falcon, 
it wasn’t a problem specifi c 
to him. Most of the mechan-
ics in his unit faced a similar 
challenge: how to keep their 
tools close by and secure 
while they worked on an air-
craft.

That point was brought 
home for Burden when he al-
most fell off an F-16 while re-
trieving a tool that slid down 
the curved surface of the jet. 
Inspiration came later when 
he was sitting in his moth-
er’s car and noticed the non-
slip mat she had on the dash-
board to hold her cellphone.

The concept stuck with 
him, he said, but there were 
other issues that needed to be 
worked out. For one, it needed 
to be larger. It also had to hold 
tools even while on steep an-
gles or curved surfaces. Plus, 
it had to be non-static for use 
around sensitive electronics 
while being resistant to cor-

rosive chemicals used in air-
craft maintenance.

With a civilian back-
ground as a mechanical en-
gineer, he used those skills to 
develop a special polymer-sil-
icone mat that is anti-static, 
chemical resistant, and able 
to hold tools securely at an 
angle up to 70 degrees.

“I faced a lot of chal-
lenges,” Burden said, “but 
the hardest part was fi guring 
out the chemistry.”

Initially, the mat was 
form-fi tted and designed 
to clip onto the F-16’s gun 
trough, Burden said, adding 
that the design limited its 
use to specifi c areas of the 
aircraft. Several redesigns 
followed as Burden wanted 
to use the mat wherever me-
chanics worked on an air-
craft.

Eventually, Burden found 
the right combination. He 
was so happy with the result 
that he began developing the 
mat on the civilian side, too. 
That entrepreneurial spirit 
has turned into a full-time 
job getting others interested 

HARBOR WATCH
Army Chief Warrant Offi cer 
5 Mark Parr, the command 
chief warrant offi cer for the 
8th Theater Sustainment Com-
mand, looked back over his ca-
reer and said he never could 
have imagined what the past 
24 years had in store for him. 
While the path isn’t what Parr 
pictured when he raised his 
hand to defend his country 
more than two decades ago, he 
said he’s proud of the path he’s 
followed and the dreams he’s 
realized.

Born in Gardena, Calif., 
and moving to Turkey at just 
17 days old, Parr’s world trav-
els started early. Parr was 5 
when his father retired from 
the Air Force, giving him the 
chance to experience some-
thing most military children, 
including his own, never have 
— living in the same house 
from kindergarten through 
his 1989 graduation from 
Parkersburg High School in 
Parkersburg, W. Va.

As a 10-year-old boy, Parr 
dreamt of fl ying the Air 
Force’s F-15E Strike Eagle. 
Certain he would someday be 
a pilot, his young world was 
crushed when his brother told 
him his eyesight was too bad 
to pursue those dreams. 

“He was right. It took me a 
long time as a child to recover 
and fi gure out my next pas-
sion,” he said.

Despite growing up in a 
community that did not see 
a lot of turnover, Parr said, 
“I was the guy who was eas-
ily overlooked by most, but 
known to many. I survived 
though, and probably came 
out better for it. It taught me 
the value of true friendship.”

Finding his place
Parr eventually found his 

place in the band. Music be-
came a driving factor in his 
life. He took part in every as-
pect of band, from marching 
to concert to jazz. 

Parr continued in march-

ing band at West Virginia Uni-
versity, but felt he needed a 
change. In 1992, he decided to 
join the Army. 

“While my dad was an Air 
Force veteran, the Army of-
fered more college money,” 
he said. “And once recruit-
ers showed me a video of am-
munition specialists blowing 
things up, I was sold. The job 
looked pretty cool and I signed 
up — much to the delight of my 
mother. She loved the military 
life and traveling the world 
and wanted me to experience 
the same as I was so young 
when my dad retired.”

Just as his initial enlist-
ment was to end, Parr was 
offered the opportunity to 
reclassify as a broadcast jour-
nalist. Taking the carrot and 

reenlisting, Parr said he then 
experienced what he believes 
to be “the best enlisted job in 
the Army.”

“Being a broadcaster al-
lowed me to see what everyone 
else does in the military and 
then tell the world how great 
they are at doing those jobs. I 
loved being on television and 
reporting the news and shar-
ing the missions and stories 
of our men and women in uni-
form,” he said.

After working as a broad-
caster for several years, Parr 
was uncertain what was next 
for him. Newly married to an-
other service member, an air-
man, and with a baby daugh-
ter, Parr had several paths to 
consider.

CHANGE OF COMMAND!: Army Chief Warrant Offi cer 5 Mark Parr re-
ceives a copy of the Command Chief Warrant Offi cer Charter from 8th 
Theater Sustainment Command Commanding General Maj. Gen. Susan 
A. Davidson as part of the Command Chief Warrant Offi cer Change of 
Responsibility ceremony on April 6.  Sgt. Jon Heinrich

AN INNOVATIVE MAN: Tom Burden, a weapons mechanic with the 
Ohio Air National Guard’s 180th Fighter Wing, invented a mat to help 
keeps tools in place while working on steep or curved surfaces. 
 Air Force Staff Sgt. Shane Hughes

Tools are staying put 
now, thanks to him

Continued on page 32Continued on page 32

On Parr with himself
Offi cer followed his own path to success
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On the eve of the Defense Min-
isterial in Brussels, NATO 
Secretary General Jens Stol-
tenberg said the alliance is 
evolving and growing in fund-
ing and capabilities.

The secretary previewed 
the issues the ministers will 
deal with during a press con-
ference in Brussels.

The ministerial builds on 
the NATO Heads of State and 
Government meeting held 
last month. Alliance members 
agreed to step up efforts to 
fi ght terrorism and more fairly 
share the security burden.

Stoltenberg noted that 
NATO’s four multinational 
battlegroups in the Baltic 
countries and Poland are now 
fully operational. He called 
the accomplishment “a clear 
demonstration that our alli-
ance stands united in the face 
of any possible aggression.”

NATO put the battlegroups 
in place as a result of Russian 
actions in Georgia, the illegal 
annexation of Crimea from 
Ukraine, and continued mili-
tary actions inside Ukraine. 
Russia has also been respon-
sible for cyber operations di-
rected against NATO.

“Last week I visited Latvia 
and Lithuania,” Stoltenberg 
said. “I saw Canadian troops 
leading forces in Europe for 
the fi rst time in decades, and 
I watched two of these battle-
groups exercise together for 
the fi rst time. This is real 
transatlantic solidarity in ac-
tion: Europeans and North 

Americans working as one for 
our shared security.”

NATO is also strengthen-
ing deterrence in the Black 
Sea region with a land element 
in Romania, Stoltenberg said.

Defense spending 
increases

Key to increasing NATO 
capabilities is increased fund-
ing. The allies agreed at both 
the Wales and Warsaw sum-
mits to increase military 
spending to two percent of 
gross domestic product. Stol-
tenberg released the fi nal de-
fense spending fi gures for 2016 
and estimates for 2017, and 
said the alliance is trending 
in the right direction.

“After years of decline, in 
2015 we saw a real increase in 
defense spending across Euro-
pean allies and Canada,” he 
said. “In 2016, this continued. 
And, this year in 2017, we fore-
see an even greater annual 
real increase of 4.3 percent.”

Over the last three years, 
European allies and Canada 
spent almost $46 billion more 
on defense. 

Last year, he said, fi ve al-
lies met NATO’s benchmark 
of spending two percent of 
GDP on defense. They are the 
United States, Estonia, the 
United Kingdom, Poland, and 
Greece.

“This year, we expect Ro-
mania to join them and in 
2018, Latvia and Lithuania 
will spend two percent of GDP 
on defense as well,” Stolten-
berg said. “Allies’ national 

plans will ensure we maintain 
the momentum.”

Defeating terrorism
Terrorism will also be a 

major point of discussion, 
Stoltenberg said. The heads of 
state agreed that the alliance 
should join the global coali-
tion to defeat the Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria.

“This not only sends a strong 
message of unity in the fi ght 
against terrorism; it also serves 
as a platform for practical co-
operation,” he said. “NATO is 
now fully integrated into the 
information-sharing and deci-
sion-making structures of the 
coalition, and we have already 
stepped up our support with 
more fl ight time and informa-
tion sharing by our AWACS 
surveillance aircraft.”

In Brussels, NATO has set 
up a new intelligence division 
which contains a new hybrid 
threat branch and a terror-
ism intelligence cell, he said. 
“Their work will help us bet-
ter understand and counter 
the threat of terrorism and 
foreign fi ghters,” Stoltenberg 
said. “NATO’s work to fi ght 
terrorism involves many dif-
ferent initiatives, ranging 
from intelligence to capacity 
building and training, from 
Europe to the Middle East.”

“We will close the ministe-
rial with a meeting on Afghan-
istan, where our Resolute Sup-
port Mission helps ensure the 
country never again becomes 
a safe haven for international 
terrorism,” he said.

HONORING THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER: NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, seen here placing a wreath at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery on April 12, held a press conference in Brus-
sels on the even of the Defense Ministerial.  Rachel Larue

Giving thumbs-up
Alliance is evolving and growing in funding

As his assignment at Avi-
ano Air Base, Italy, neared 
an end, he was again made 
an offer he could not refuse 
— a special duty assignment 
to Armed Forces Radio and 
Television Services in Al-
exandria, Va. With his wife 
also offered a special duty 
assignment in the nation’s 
capital, he said the choice 
for them was “a no brainer.” 
With their family soon set-
tled, Parr gave little thought 
to his future outside of being 
a broadcaster.

‘What if?’
But then one day, he said, 

a phone call changed it all. 
“I was at work and my 

wife called. She asked if I 
happened to read the com-
ments on my leave and earn-
ings statement. With us 
belonging to two military 
services and our second 
child on the way, we knew it 
was best for our family if one 
of us separated so we didn’t 
have to risk being stationed 
in different locations. We 
were exploring our options. 
She then told me the Army 
was looking for warrant offi -
cers and I should apply.

“Remembering my child-
hood dreams of being a pi-
lot, I thought briefl y ‘What 
if?’ Yet, realistically, I knew 
it just wasn’t possible. As 
there are no public affairs or 
broadcast warrant offi cers, 
my wife said, ‘What about 
ammo?’ ”

Parr said he looks back 
proudly over his time as a 
broadcaster — he covered 
stories in Bosnia, the Ko-
sovo campaign from Italy, 
and even the 9-11 terrorist 
attack on the Pentagon. But 
it was his time in charge of 
an ammunition storage area 
in Iraq that he considers one 
of his greatest professional 
achievements.

During this time, Parr 
oversaw a $400 million ac-
count and had 99.3 percent 
inventory accuracy during 
his 14 months in that posi-
tion. While this is an accom-
plishment in itself, he said 
what was more rewarding 
was the hard work and devel-
opment of his soldiers.

“The part that made me 
the proudest was watch-
ing the soldiers who did the 
work transform from inex-
perienced ammunition spe-
cialists into a highly trained, 
professional workforce that 
could accomplish any mis-
sion regardless of the situa-
tion,” Parr said.

Actions speak
Even today he laughs and 

shrugs off the stereotypes 
often placed on warrant of-
fi cers. He said he doesn’t be-
lieve in taking them too seri-
ously, and at the end of the 
day they’re just that, stereo-
types.

“I believe our actions and 
deeds speak louder than any 
joke. Warrant offi cers are 
the smallest cohort in the 
Army, barely three percent 
of the force,” Parr said. “But 
we are more responsible for 
the accountability, mainte-
nance, and care of materials 
and operations in the Army 
than any other cohort. We 
are instrumental in the lo-
gistics plans and [mission] 
execution.”

Parr said he’s also en-
countered stereotypes from 
people outside the military. 

“We are people, just like 
every civilian out there. We 
laugh, we love, we cry, we 
feel. Freedom … true free-
dom takes sacrifi ce.”

Parr said it’s that sacri-
fi ce he sees daily from mil-
itary members and their 
families, including his own, 
that he fi nds inspiring and 
the reason why he strives 
to do his part in making the 
organization the best it can 
be.

Continued from cover

PARR

in the mat. It hasn’t been an 
easy journey, Burden said, 
adding he couldn’t imagine 
doing anything else.

“Trying to pursue your 
passion while working full-
time [at an outside job] is 
like trying to be a long-
jumper and keep one leg on 
the ground,” he said. “You’re 
just not going to go as far. 
You have to take the leap if 
you want it.”

Burden’s tenacity and 

problem-solving abilities 
haven’t gone unnoticed by 
his chain of command.

“Flexibility and innova-
tion are the bedrock of the Air 
National Guard and [Tech.] 
Sgt. Burden embodies these 
two attributes to his core,” 
said Air Force Col. Kevin V. 
Doyle, the commander of the 
180th Fighter Wing. 

“We, as leaders, always 
talk about wanting our air-
men to enhance the way 
we do business and to work 
through obstacles and over-
come adversity wherever 
possible and Tom 

Continued from cover

TOOL MAT
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4G LTE smartphone on device payment purchase & new activation required. Excludes Samsung S8 & S8+ and Samsung trade-in promotion and $50 Visa prepaid card promotion. For military 
veterans, reservists, and active-duty service members only. Prepaid cards mailed within 10 weeks. Cards are issued by Citibank, N.A., pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. and managed 
by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. Activation/upgrade fee/line: $30. IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: 
Subject to VZW Agmts, Calling Plan & credit approval. Offers & coverage, varying by svc, not available everywhere; see vzw.com. While supplies last.
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Saturday, 
July 15 

12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s largest recreation centers.

Enjoy the best food, drinks & music from the Caribbean islands.

NYC
CARIBBEAN

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15 in advance

and $20 at the door
(Advance Tickets online until July 14th)

VIP Tickets available 
www.caribfoodfest.net

SPONSORS
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By Caroline Spivack

Sunset Park has a lot on its plate! 
Industry City was once a fine 

dining desert, but a garden of eatin’ 
has bloomed in the massive shorefront 
complex. Whether you are looking to sink 
your teeth into the latest food trend or 
master your favorite fare with a cooking 
class, this foodie hub has you covered. 
Get a taste with our guide to the latest 
joints that have taken root or will soon 
bloom in Industry City.

Wholly guacamole!
Take your avocado obsession to the 

next level at Avocaderia. The all-avocado 
eatery, which made headlines worldwide 
when it opened in April, plates the creamy 
fruit on toast, in salads, and blended into 
smoothies. Each month also features new 
specials that imagine the green goody in 
a unique form. July’s creations include 
“Avo chocolate mousse” and an “Avo 
burger” that uses the fruit as a bun. 

Avocaderia [238 36th St. between 

Second and Third avenues in Sunset Park, 
(347) 227–0350, www.avocaderia.com]. 
Open Mon–Fri, 9 am–4 pm; Sat–Sun, 11 
am–5 pm.

Light eating
The latest sit-down eatery in Industry 

City, Filament at the Landing, offers a 
high-brow twist on pub grub. Culinary 
craftsmen Vincent Chirico, who also 
runs two Mediterranean-inspired spots 
on the distant isle of Manhattan, has 
brought some of more well-known dishes 
to the better borough, including charred 
octopus served on a bed of jalapeno 
pesto and a chicken-under-a-brick dish. 
In addition to bold bites, the space fea-
tures a courtyard bar, pool tables, and 
shuffleboard.

Filament at the Landing (220 36th 
St. between Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (347) 417–8494). Open 
Mon–Tue, 9:30 am–8 pm, Wed–Fri, 9:30 
am–10 pm, Sat, noon–10 pm, and Sun, 
noon–6 pm.

Booze cruise

Belly up to seasonal tug-boat-turned-
eatery the Wheelhouse, now landlocked 
in an Industry City courtyard. The team 
behind the Manhattan-docked vessel 
 Frying Pan  are serving up a slew of nautical 
fare, including lobster rolls, ceviche tacos, 
and spiced shrimp banh mi, along with 
beer, wine, and cocktails. You can settle at 
any of the benches around the courtyard, or 
migrate mere steps to a  Brooklyn-themed 
mini-golf  course for a round. 

The Wheelhouse at Industry City 
Courtyard 5/6 [enter on Second Avenue 
between 34th and 35th streets in Sunset 
Park, (347) 902–4829, www.fryingpan-
wheelhouse.com]. Open Mon–Wed, noon–8 
pm; Thu–Fri, noon–9 pm; Sat, noon–8 pm; 
Sun, noon–6 pm.

All that and dim sum
Downtown dumpling spot  Yaso Tangbao  

will open its second location at Industry City 
later this month. The Shanghai-inspired 

shop will feature on-site seating for on-site 
eating of its delicious dumplings, which 
include blue crab and pork soup dumplings, 
sticky rice dumplings, and garden veggie 
dumplings. Noodles, soups, and other tradi-
tional delicacies are also on the menu.

Yaso Tangbao opening soon at 253 36th 
St. between Second and Third avenues in 
Sunset Park in Industry City. 

Foodies in training 
The Brooklyn Kitchen has shifted its 

cooking class operation to Industry City 
after more than a decade in Williamsburg. 
Instead of selling produce and kitchenware, 
the Sunset Park spot focuses on classes 
and special events, with daily workshops 
that will help you hone your cooking craft. 
Classes offered this month include “Chinese 
Dinner Party,” “Halal Cart at Home,” and 
“Not Sad Desk Lunch.”

The Brooklyn Kitchen [254 36th St. 
between Second and Third avenues in 
Sunset Park, (718) 389–2982, www.the-
brooklynkitchen.com]. Class times vary.

Your guide to dining at Industry City

Industrial Industrial 

taste!taste!

Green grub: Liza Zusman of 
Avocaderia holds up a toast gar-
nished with sliced avocado, water-
melon radish, arugula, and beet 
hummus.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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By Julianne Cuba

They will Ham-let it all hang out!
An all-male group of actors 

wearing only their birthday 
suits will perform a nude version of 
Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” in Prospect 
Park next month. The thespians will bare 
their bodkins during four productions of 
the Bard’s tragic play, starting on Aug. 
10, and one actor says that the lack of 
pantaloons will force the audience and 
the actors to concentrate on the words, 
words, words.

“It raises the stakes of the play 
because as actors that is the one time 
that we are totally in the most vulner-
able state, we have nothing to protect 
us,” said Mike Press, who will play 
Laertes. “It also raises the stakes for the 
viewer, because they have to get over 
the fact we are naked and really listen 
to what it is we are saying.”

Last year, the same theater company 
used an  all-female troupe for its produc-
tion of “The Tempest,”  so it seemed 
only fair to give men the same opportu-
nity to explore body positivity through 
the words of the Bard, said director Pitr 
Strait — and he thinks “Hamlet” is the 
perfect play for those themes.

“Shakespeare had a lot of themes he 
returned to over and over, and one of the 
biggest ones was trying to be yourself, 
to learn who you are, learning to truly 
be yourself — to thy own self be true. 
That freedom to be yourself has a lot 
to do with the body,” said Strait, who 
lives in Park Slope. “We wanted to find 
a story that has this idea of trying to be 
free, even when everyone in the world 
is telling you that you’re crazy — to 

tell a story where men are free in their 
own bodies.”

The actors will begin the show in 
costume, but will show off more and 
more of their too, too solid flesh as the 
show goes on, said Strait. The lack of 
costumes will be especially challenging 
for the actors playing female characters, 
who will have to use body language to 
embody the more restricted life of a 
woman in the 1500s. 

Presenting the Bard in the buff may 
make some a little wary, but pushing 
people’s boundaries is the point of art, 
said Strait.

“Art is supposed to make people 
uncomfortable — I really love the idea 
that if your life is stable and secure then 
maybe it’s good to have art come in and 
shake you up a bit, and if your life is full 
of anxiety and worry then art should be 
there to say you’re not alone, it’s okay to 
be who you are,” he said. “That’s what 
we are trying to do.”

“Hamlet” at Prospect Park’s 
Music Pagoda (at the north end of the 
Nethermead, enter at Ocean Avenue 
and Lincoln Road in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens). Aug. 10–12 at 5:30 pm, Aug. 
13 at 2 pm. Free.

By Colin Mixson

They didn’t stick a pin in it — 
they stuck 7,000 pins in it!

The Prospect Park Alliance 
planted thousands of yellow pin-
wheels in an oft-overlooked corner 
of Brooklyn’s Backyard as part of its 
ongoing 150th anniversary celebra-
tion. The effect of the spinning sea of 
golden petals is pretty snazzy, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman for the conser-
vancy.

“Oh my god, we’re so over the 
moon for it,” said Deborah Kirschner. 
“It looks wonderful.”

The Alliance hopes its new art 
project, on display through July 17, 
will draw patrons to the Rose Garden, 
a once-vibrant corner of Brooklyn’s 
Backyard near Flatbush Avenue, 
between Grand Army Plaza and the 
Prospect Park Zoo. The area has fallen 
into neglect by both the city and park 
patrons, who — before the legions 
of pinwheels — found little to attract 

them to the fairly bland stretch of 
parkland.

The wheels were set in motion by 
a series of workshops and tours of the 
area as the park conservancy solicited 
public input for what is expected to 
be  a substantial renovation project , 
Kirschner said.

“We thought it would be wonderful 
to have the art installation focused on 
this space to draw attention to the area 
and give the public a unique and sort of 
whimsical way of interacting with the 
space,” said the spokeswoman.

As part of the park’s interaction 
with locals, patrons were invited to 
submit artwork for the pinwheel dis-
play. Hundreds of amateur and pro-
fessional artists heeded the call to 
leave their work spinning in the wind, 
printed on the back of the bright yellow 
spinners. 

“We love this idea of doing an 
installation where the community con-
tributes their artwork and are part of 

the celebration,” said Kirschner.
And if you have an idea for an 

artistic design that you want to stick on 
a pinwheel, you can join the Alliance 
in Grand Army Plaza on July 14 and 
15, between 11 am and 7 pm, to create 
your own pinwheel, Kirschner said.

Connective Project in Prospect 
Park’s Rose Garden (near Flatbush 
Avenue between Grand Army Plaza and 
Prospect Park Zoo in Crown Heights, 
www.connectiveproject.com). On 
exhibit through July 17.

By Lauren Gill

It’s a look back at 
Brooklyn’s back yard!

The Brooklyn 
Historical Society is cel-
ebrating Prospect Park’s 
150th anniversary with 
a new exhibit that looks 
back at the history of 
the massive green space. 
“The Means of a Ready 
Escape,” which opened 
this week, explores the 
many different ways that 
Kings County residents 
have used the 526 acres 
of fields and trees over the 
years, according to one of 
the show’s curators. 

“The exhibition really 
looks at how the park has 
been an escape for gen-
erations of people,” said 
Marcia Ely. 

The show looks at five 
eras of the meadow’s his-
tory: its origin as a home 
to Native Americans, the 
initial plans from famed 
Central Park designers 
Frederick Law Olmsted 
and Calvert Vaux; its 
first 100 years; the park’s 
graffiti-ridden decline in 
the 1970s and ’80s; and its 
modern incarnation under 
the management of the 
Prospect Park Alliance.

Among the memora-
bilia and photos are pic-
tures of people practicing 
archery, playing lawn ten-
nis, and riding in swan 
boats — all once-popular 
activities that might sur-
prise modern visitors, said 
Ely. 

“I think people are 
going to enjoy seeing all 
of the things the park was 
used for back at the turn of 
the century,” she said. 

At one point, 300 lawn 
tennis courts covered the 

Long Meadow and the 
Neathermead, and a “water 
carousel” on Prospect Park 
Lake featured a 200-per-
son yacht that circled the 
water.

Historians dug into the 
Prospect Park Alliance’s 
archives over the last year 
to discover forgotten trea-
sures and personal stories, 
including a scrapbook 
made by a woman who 
babysat kids for Park Slope 
moms between from 1938 
and 1980, often taking 
them to the park. Ely also 
tracked down the daughter 
of the man who started the 
park’s Drummers Grove, 
where people gather every 
Sunday to drum, and got 
pictures of the activity 
from the early ’90s and 
2000s. 

Ely hopes that the 
exhibit will enlighten 
people about the rich past 
of the grassy knoll, which 
offers a more complete 
connection to nature than 
any other spot in the bor-
oughs, she said. 

“Being able to go to the 
park and look down to the 
meadow and see nothing 
but grass and trees is real-
ly unlike anything else in 
this entire city,” she said. 
“Prospect Park is unique 
in the way that you can get 
lost in the woods — there’s 
not many places in New 
York City where you can 
get lost in the woods.”

“The Means of a Ready 
Escape” at Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111, www.
brook lynhis tor y.org ]. 
Open Wed–Sun; noon–5 
pm. $10.

Enter the spin zone

BARD GOES BARE

And thus they clothe their naked villainy: Thespians Miles Butler, Clinton Powell, Max 
Wingert, and director Pitr Strait rehearse before their naked debut of “Hamlet” on Aug. 10. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman 

The wheel deal: Design artist Suchi Reddy 
was among the team that designed the 
pinwheel art project at Prospect Park. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Prospect past
Exhibition looks at the

history of Prospect Park

Naked, all-male ‘Hamlet’ in Prospect Park

Swanning about: This 1890 photo, on display in the exhibit, 
shows a family enjoying one of the swan boats that once plied 
Prospect Park Lake.  Brooklyn Historical Society
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“A  SUPERBLY REALIZED, 
REMARKABLY  POWERFUL 

NEW PLAY 
by Pulitzer Prize winner PAULA VOGEL, 

directed by Tony Award® winner REBECCA TAICHMAN.”
THE NEW YORK TIMES

“AN EXHILARATING 
RIDE YOU’LL 

NEVER FORGET.” 
DEADLINE

����� 
“CAPTIVATING
 & GORGEOUS.” 

TIME OUT NEW YORK

“100 minutes of
POTENT THEATRICAL MAGIC.” 

NY1

“A play that deeply touches 
so much rich emotion and 

JOYFUL  HUMAN  PASSION.”
NEWSDAY

TONY AWARD-WINNER
EXTENDS THRU AUGUST 6

At Kingsborough’s Lighthouse Bandshell  (indoors in case of rain)  
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn, NY

www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    (718) 368-5596

JULY 15    8:00 PM
SWINGIN’ ON A STAR…UNDER THE STARS! 

Hot Jazz from  
the Golden Age of Hollywood

DAN LEVINSON’S GOTHAM SOPHISTICATS

JULY 22    8:00 PM
SWINGIN’ AND STOMPIN’ 

SWINGADELIC
Featuring Swing Dancers from The Rhythm Stompers

 JULY 2017
HHHHOOTTTT SSSUUUUMMMMMMMEERR NNNNIIIGGGHHHHHTTSS
FREE OUTDOOR CONCERT SERIES
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By Carlo Bosticco

Pier into the park!
The prettiest of the stops on 

the South Brooklyn ferry line 
is at  Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier Six . 
You step off of the ferry and straight 
into a verdant, peaceful oasis — and 
the activities available in the park 
make it an ideal spot for anyone’s 
summer day out.

The little ones have much to get 
excited about — this section of the 
park is a huge playground, with themed 
areas divided by beautiful tall hedges, 
and the ground is soft and bouncy 
throughout to protect tender knees 
from inevitable falls. Right out of the 
ferry gates is Swing Valley, a winding 
path filled with an astounding assort-
ment of swings, and Slide Mountain, 
which offers a multitude of slides and 
towers that range from mild to vertigo-
inducing. And most welcome during a 
hot July afternoon is the Water Lab, 
where kids can run through foun-
tains that spray from all directions 
— swimming gear is recommended. 
But as tempting as the water may be 
for adults, it is just for the kiddos — 
anyone over the age of 12 should be 
accompanied by a child.

Directly opposite the water fea-
ture you will find the well-known 
wood-fired pizza place Fornino. This 
branch of the Brooklyn mini-chain 
distinguishes itself with a ground-
floor patio and a second-floor terrace. 
Either is an ideal spot for summer 
drinks and dinners in the open air — 

the feel is very beach bar resort. 
And speaking of beaches — there 

are three Beach Volleyball Courts 
right next to Fornino. You can watch 
a match from the rooftop, or wan-
der down and work off your pizza 
calories with a quick beach-volley 
skirmish. The courts sometimes host 
league play, but at least one court 
is  usually open  for first-come, first 
served games — just bring your 
own ball!

To cool down after the match, 
keep walking down the pier towards 
the river, where you will find wind-
ing paths among an immaculately 
kept flowering esplanade. The area is 

yours to tread and explore, with occa-
sional benches to sit and relax, and 
at the edge of the  pier you will find 
big, coin-operated binoculars with 
which to spy on the folks of lower 
Manhattan.

And if you really want to sprawl 
out, you can wander towards the 
Brooklyn Bridge and explore the 
newly opened Pier 5 Uplands, a lush 
sloped meadow with a shady grove of 
trees for relaxed daytime lounging. 

New York City Ferry at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Pier Six (Atlantic 
Avenue at Furman Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, www.ferry.nyc). $2.75 per 
trip.

By Caroline Spivack

Adieu, Bay Ridge! 
It is this reporter’s last 

week at the helm of your go-
to-guide for weekend antics in the 
Ridge. And while your weekly dose of 
neighborhood shenanigans will never 
be the same, let us make the most of 
it this weekend with some beloved 
barroom rock and a sentimental stroll 
that is packed with neighborhood 
nosh, booty-shaking jams, and local 
goodies. 

On Friday night, break out a pair 
of comfy walking shoes for a half-
mile amble along Third Avenue for 
the season’s first Summer Stroll 
(Third Avenue between 80th and 90th 
streets). The 10-block stretch will be 
closed to cars so you can wine, dine, 
and meander the shuttered roadway 
in peace. Soak up some fresh air and 
sink your teeth into pizza, pasta, or 
pierogies at one of the many restau-
rants that will extend their seating 
into the street. You can shop at the 

vendors hawking clothes, crafts, and 
vintage knic-knacks, and if the mood 
so strikes you, boogie down to your 
favorite beats from a handful of live 
acts — including a New Orleans-style 
marching band — that will be pep-
pered along the stretch, playing from 6 

pm until 10:30 pm. 
Those who prefer to stay settled in 

one place can wind down Friday eve-
ning with alto-saxophone player Ken 
Simon at the Brooklyn Firefly (7003 
Third Ave. at Ovington Avenue), and 
pair some smooth, jazzy rhythms with 
your swanky cocktail. Simon takes the 
stage at 8 pm.

On Saturday, keep the good times 
rolling with what Bay Ridge does best 
— classic rock ’n’ rolling. Saunter over 
to the Greenhouse Cafe (7717 Third 
Ave. between 77th and 78th streets) at 
10 pm for local rockers Cherry Bomb, 
who are inspired by the likes of Guns 
’N’ Roses, Joan Jett, and Blondie. 
Finally, escape the evening’s balmy 
weather at the Wicked Monk (9510 
Third Ave. between 95th and 96th 
streets) with a Christmas in July con-
cert by Radio Daze starting at 11 pm. 
The ’80s pop tribute band will trans-
port you to cooler times with winter 
holiday-themed tracks to go with your 
frosty beverages from the bar.

Strolling away from the Ridge

GOING GREEN

Two thumbs up!: Ray Niel, 5, from the Bronx, is a big fan of the Pier Six’s Water Lab 
playground  Photo by Jason Speakman

Visit B’klyn Bridge Park Pier Six by boat

By Alexandra Simon

Queer writing trans-
cends genre!

The second 
annual Trans Theatre 
Festival, returning July 
17 to the Brick Theater in 
Williamsbung, will feature 
a lineup of comedies, trag-
edies, and musical stories 
from transgender creators 
— showcasing the diversity 
found within community, 
said one of the festival’s 
curators. 

“We try to go for variety 
and it’s very important to 
me as a curator to make sure 
that we have funny and silly 
pieces, the feel-goods, the 
light dramas, and the hard 
hitters,” said Maybe Burke. 
“It’s also really important 
that we don’t force people 
to talk about being trans, 
and that we find people who 
want tell the stories that 
they want to tell — whether 
or not they want to talk 
about their identity.”

The festival runs from 
July 17–29, and it includes 
musical performances, 
such as Burke’s “Accidental 
Trans Anthems,” experi-
mental theater such as the 
postlanguage play “Lauras,” 
and a goofy transgender 
take on Justin Bieber titled 
“Swaggy.” 

Among the more seri-
ous offerings is “Oddity,” 
opening July 20. The story 
follows a Victorian-era 
transgender man, a “gender 
specialist,” who is trying 
to solve a series of mur-
ders in a mysterious under-
ground facility. During his 
investigation, he begins to 
questions everything that 
he knows, as a collection 
of cisgender characters con-
tradict the little knowledge 

he has.
“A major theme of this 

piece is what it feels like 
to be gaslighted,” said 
playwright Ashley Lauren 
Rogers. “We’re following 
this character who is learn-
ing things, and knows what 
he knows, but is constantly 
being told by people above 
him that it’s not true.”

Rogers describes her 
piece as “psychological 
body horror.” The protago-
nist’s encounters reflect 
those often experienced by 
transgender people trying 
to navigate medical care, 
she said. 

“I want to kind of unset-
tle anyone and everyone 
who is watching and ulti-
mately I want to highlight 
the gaslighting, particularly 
the history of medicaliza-
tion and gaslighting of trans 
bodies,” said Rogers, who 
lives in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens. 

The playwright chose 
the Victorian era for her 
piece because, although it 
has a reputation for being 
strait-laced, the period had 
a more complex under-
standing of gender than 
most people think.

“I feel like what people 
think they know about the 
Victorian era is not all true, 
and there are good texts in 
particular about Victorian 
sexuality and the Victorian 
understanding of gender,” 
she said.

“Oddity” at the Brick 
Theater [579 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Lorimer 
Street and Union Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189, www.bricktheater.
com]. July 20 at 9:20 pm, 
July 22 at 2 pm, July 24 at 
9 pm. $20.

Sometimes a gun is just a gun: While rehearsing the horror play 
“Oddity,” opening July 20, actor Aliyah Hakim threatens Kelsey 
Jefferson Barrett, who plays a detective and gender specialist. 
 Samantha Turlington

Bloody ‘Odd’
A horror show plays 
trans theater festival
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

THU, JULY 20
MUSIC, KENDRICK 

LAMAR: $103–$652. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, JULY 21
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

SUN, JULY 23
MUSIC, KENDRICK 

LAMAR: $103–$652. 
7:30 pm.

THU, JULY 27
MUSIC, G-DRAGON: 

$100–$637. 9 pm.

FRI, JULY 28
MUSIC, QUEEN AND 

ADAM LAMBERT: $49–
$505. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 29
SPORTS, ADRIAN 

BRONER VS. MIKEY 
GARCIA: $82–$505. 
Time tba.

TUE, AUG 1
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 2
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

SAT, AUG 8
MUSIC, LOGIC: $39–$186. 

8 pm.

FRI, AUG 11
MUSIC, UNITED PRAISE 

NYC: With Jeremy 
Camp, Fred Hammond, 
Jaci Velasquez, and 
more. $36–$220. 7:30 
pm.

WED, AUG 14
MUSIC, SHAWN MEN-

DES: $29–$550. 7:30 
pm.

SAT, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER: $tba. Time 
tba.

SUN, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $tba. 6:30 pm.

MON, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $tba. 7:30 
pm.

TUE, AUG 22
SPORTS, WWE SMACK-

DOWN LIVE: $tba. 7:45 
pm.

MON, SEPT 11
MUSIC, ROGER WATERS: 

$55–$605. 8 pm.

TUE, SEPT 12
MUSIC, ROGER WATERS: 

$55–$605. 8 pm.

SAT, SEPT 16
SPORTS, ELECTRONIC 

SPORTS LEAGUE ONE 
NEW YORK: $45. 10 
am.

SUN, SEPT 17
SPORTS, ELECTRONIC 

SPORTS LEAGUE ONE 
NEW YORK: $45. 10 
am.

TUE, SEPT 1
MUSIC, PAUL MCCART-

NEY: $tba. 8 pm.

WED, SEPT 2
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PHILADEL-
PHIA FLYERS PRE-SEA-
SON: $tba. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Smutty Book Club will dis-
cuss “Dark Challenge” by 
Christine Feehan. Free. 7 
pm. Paddy’s of Park Slope 
[273 13th St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 369–0831], 
www.meetup.com/Smutty-
Book-Club. 

TALK, DRUNK SCIENCE: 
Three intoxicated come-
dians present scientifi c 
dissertations. $8 ($5 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

THURS, JULY 20
MUSIC, PRESERVATION 

HALL JAZZ BAND: New 
Orleans horn outfi t the 
Preservation Hall Jazz 
Band plays an afternoon 
gig of tunes straight from 
the French Quarter. Free. 
Noon. MetroTech Com-
mons (Myrtle Promenade 
at Bridge Street in Down-
town), www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, CONOR OBERST: 
The indie darling plays 
songs from his new album, 
“Salutations,” and deep 
cuts from his Bright Eyes 
days at this fund-raising 
concert. $40. 7 pm. Pros-
pect Park Band Shell [Pros-
pect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–8900], www.bricarts-
media.org/cb. 

FILM, SEATTLE SHORT 
FILMS: Rooftop fi lms pres-
ents a screening of short 
fi lms from the Emerald 
City, with a fi lm-maker dis-
cussion and an after-party. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Courtyard 
1-2 of Industry City [274 
36th St. between Second 
and Third avenues in Sun-
set Park, (718) 417–7362], 
www.rooftopfi lms.com. 

FRI, JULY 21
FAMILY, “CINDERELLA 

SAMBA”: CityParks Pup-
petMobile presents a pup-
pet version of the fairy tale 
set in Rio de Janeiro. Free. 
4 pm. Owls Head Park 
(67th Stret and Colonial 
Road in Bay Riege). 

MUSIC, SWIMM: $8. 8 pm. 
Threes Brewing [333 Doug-
lass St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 522–2110], 
www.threesbrewing.com. 

THEATER, “QUEENS OF 
FILTH”: Drag collective La-
dyQueen honors director 
John Waters! $15. 10 pm. 
Coney Island USA (1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street 
in Coney Island), coneyis-
land.com. 

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, CONEY ISLAND 

TALENT SHOW: Hopefuls 
of all ages show off their 
songs, dances, and perfor-
mances to win $2,000 in 
cash prizes. Free. 4–8 pm. 
(1025 Boardwalk at Denos 
D. Vourderis Place in 
Coney Island), www.coney-
islandtalentshow.com. 

FUND-RAISER, THE GRAND 
NEPTUNE BALL: Enjoy 
big band music, spe-
cialty cocktails, and hors 
d’oeuvres aboard a boat. 
$50. 8 pm. Waterfront Mu-
seum Barge [290 Conover 
St. near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 624–4719], wa-
terfrontmuseum.org. 

FRI, JULY 14
MUSIC, QUANTIC, TEI SHI, 

ALEX ANWANDTER: Part 
of the annual outdoor Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn! festival. 
Free. 7 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

ART, BASTILLE DAY PHO-
TOGRAPHY EXHIBI-
TION AND COOKIE FUN: 
French photographer 
Stéphanie Pfeiffer displays 
her portraits and serves 
Parisians cookies. Free. 7 
pm. Michel and Augustin’s 
Banana Farm (98 Fourth 
St. at Bond Street in Gow-
anus). 

THEATER, “JULIUS CAE-
SAR”: The Gallery Players 
present their rendition of 
Shakespeare’s timeless 
drama. $25 ($20 children 
and seniors). 7:30 pm. Gal-
lery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(212) 352–3101], www.gal-
leryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “PRISCILLA 
QUEEN OF THE DESERT”: 
Piper Theatre Company 
presents a fabulous, 
gender-bending musical 
based on the hit movie. 
Free. 8 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

THEATER, DIVAS DUETS: 
The third-annual diva show 
showcases delicious bur-
lesque duets! $15. 10 pm. 
Coney Island USA (1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street 
in Coney Island), www.co-
neyisland.com. 

MUSIC, SEA KELP: The 
Brooklyn rock band plays 
with funk bassist Fred 
Thomas. Free. 10:30 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

SAT, JULY 15
MUSIC, BEN L’ONCLE SOUL, 

SWEET CRUDE: Part of 
the annual outdoor Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn! festival. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb.  

MUSIC, “THE NEWS, MON-
DAY–FRIDAY”: Park Slope 
sound artist Sara Bouchard 
performs an ecological and 
political song cycle with 
lyrics entirely taken from 
the newspaper. Free. 9 pm. 
Open Source Gallery [306 
17th St. at Sixth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (646) 279–
3969], www.open-source-
gallery.org. 

THEATER, THE MISTER 
“TWIN PEAKS” PAG-
EANT: Join die-hard David 
Lynch fans for a night of 
burlesque inspired by the 
surrealist serial drama. $15. 
10 pm. Coney Island USA 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

CANARSIE DAY: A family 
fun day of fi tness, base-
ball, soccer, cricket, rides, 
food, and giveaways. 
Free. 8 am–7 pm. Canarsie 

EIP [1651 Ralph Ave. be-
tween E. 76th and E. 77th 
streets in Canarsie. (718) 
241–9211]. 

FREDDY’S BAR DOG FASH-
ION SHOW: Dress up your 
doggie and set them loose 
on the runway for the an-
nual Dog Fashion Show. 
Free. 5 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddys-
bar.com. 

CREATIVE COALITIONS 
ARTIST MIXER: Mingle 
with artists while explor-
ing one of New York City’s 
oldest historic homes. 
Free. 6–9 pm. Wyckoff 
Farmhouse Museum (5816 
Clarendon Road at E 59th 
Street in Canarsie), www.
brooklynartscouncil.org.

SUN, JULY 16
THEATER, “THE BRONTËS”: 

Piper Theatre Company 
presents a new musi-
cal about the authors of 
“Jane Eyre” and “Wuther-
ing Heights.” Free. 8 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

BASTILLE DAY STREET 
FESTIVAL: Celebrate the 
French Independence Day 
at this street festival fea-
turing live music, drinks, 
and a petanque tourna-
ment! Free. Noon–10 pm. 
(Smith Street between 
Bergen and Pacifi c streets 
in Cobble Hill), www.barta-
bacny.com/bastille-day. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. STATE COL-
LEGE SPIKES: Starting 
at $12. 4 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com.

MON, JULY 17
OUTDOORS, NEW YORK 

ROAD RUNNERS 5K: 
Join a nighttime fun run, 
followed by discounted 
drinks at a nearby tavern. 
Advance registration re-
quired. $23–$37. 6:45 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 

(Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope), 
www.nyrr.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. STATEN 
ISLAND YANKEES: Join 
the Cyclones for NYPD Ap-
preciation Night! Starting 
at $12. 7 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

FILM, “LANDLINE”: A 
screening of the fi lm as 
part of “Coney Island 
Flicks on the Beach.” Free. 
7 pm. (West 12th Street 
and Riegelmann Boardwalk 
in Coney Island), www.co-
neyislandfunguide.com. 

TUES, JULY 18
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES V. STATEN IS-
LAND YANKEES: Join the 
Cyclones for Irish Night! 
Starting at $12. 7 pm. MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

MUSIC, “PLANETARIUM”: 
Sufjan Stevens, Nico 
Muhly, Bryce Dessner, and 
James McAlister team 
up for an expansive song 
cycle about celestial bod-
ies. $55 ($50 in advance). 
8 pm. Prospect Park Band 
Shell [Prospect Park West 
and Ninth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965–8900], 
bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

TALK, NOT QUITE MID-
NIGHT: Courtney Maginnis 
and Chris Calogero host a 
live talk show with stand-
up comedians. $8 ($5 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

WED, JULY 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES V. STATEN 
ISLAND YANKEES: $10. 
7 pm. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

TALK, BROOKLYN SMUTTY 
BOOK CLUB: The inaugu-
ral session of the Brooklyn 

Eddie’s on fire!: Heavy metal band Iron Maiden will melt the 
faces off the Barclays Center audience on July 21 and 22. 
 Iron Maiden

Future so bright eyes: Dreamy folk performer Conor Oberst 
will play the Bric Celebrate Brooklyn! Festival in Prospect 
Park on July 20. But buy a ticket — this concert is not one of 
the free ones! Associated Press / William Philpott
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 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed 
Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much More! 
MSRP $44,970. VIN#2LHBL32613. $5,471 
Due at Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, 
$4,497 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, 
$0 Security Deposit. For those who 
qualify, $1,500 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, 
Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 7/31/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKX SELECT

$329 PER MO.
24 MOS
LEASE

†

4 Door, 6 Speed Automatic, 3.5L GTDI V6 
Engine, 19” Wheels, Keyless, Rearview 
Camera, ABS Brakes, P/S, A/C and More! 
MSRP $49,950. VIN#2LHBL01228. Tax, 
Tags & DMV Fees addt’l. Expires 7/31/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKT 3.5L AWD

*$45,495

LINCOLN

LINCOLN
 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
    †/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax,    title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable upon 
consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/
purchase option: $6,696/$26,830 (Lincoln MKZ),    $7,896/$28,882 (Lincoln MKX),    $10,044/$26,702 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 
25¢ per mile over 10,   500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for 
typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391,    DMV#6240988.

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200
�

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•

PA
R

TICIPATING DEALE
R

Auto NetAuto Net

DON'T MISS THESE SPRING SAVINGS!

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

THE NEW 2017 LINCOLN

CONTINENTAL
15 in stock...
Leasing
For Much
Much Less!

$279 per month 24 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much 
More! MSRP $41,795 VIN#3LHR658938, $4,919 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month 
Payment, $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those 
who qualify $2500 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 7/31/17. 

$279 per month 36 month lease. 200A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Select Plus 
Package, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $40,060, VIN#5LHUL54874, $4,919 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. For those who qualify $1250 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 7/31/17. 

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKZ RESERVE
BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKC SELECT

†$279
LEASE PER MONTH

24 MOS.        36  MOS.

YOUR CHOICE

Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

2017 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Grey, 17K Mi, 
Stk#2165F

 $27,495BUY
FOR

*

2016 LINCOLN MKT

Auto, P/Moonroof, Navigation, 
Black, 9K Mi, Stk#2291F

 $32,995BUY
FOR

*

2013 LINCOLN MKX 

Auto, A/C, White, 10K Mi, 
Stk#2301F

 $23,995BUY
FOR

*

BUY
FOR

2017 LINCOLN MKZ 
RESERVE AWD

Auto, A/C, Silver 7K Mi, 
Stk#2179F

 $33,495*

CERTIFIED
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Old-timers: Baseball’s historic beginnings
BY TROY MAURIELLO

Call it the all-but-forgotten 
sport.

The names of athletes who 
played it are not remembered, 
their statistics were never 
recorded, their highlights 
never preserved on fi lm.

Brooklyn fi lmmaker Jay 
Cusato is working to change 
that, by shining a new light 
on the long-dormant urban 
sport of stickball with his 
documentary “When Broom-
sticks Were King.” He’s get-
ting help from the  Brooklyn 
Cyclones, which held its sec-
ond annual “Stickball Day” 
at MCU Park July 9, screen-
ing Cusato’s fi lm and host-
ing a Stickball Hall of Fame 
Game on the fi eld before the 
Cyclones-Staten Island Yan-
kees contest.

“I’m so happy and honored 
that the Cyclones have made 

this an annual event,” said 
Cusato, who directed, pro-
duced and edited the docu-
mentary. “The nostalgia that 
people get from the day, that 
alone makes me feel good.”

The exhibition gave un-
initiated spectators a look 
at what stickball is: a game 
played with a broomstick 
used as a bat and a pink 
Spalding ball on city streets 
— preferably fi tted with 
manhole covers — in neigh-
borhoods across Brooklyn 
and the rest of the city in the 
1930s, ’40s, ’50s, and into the 
’60s.

Cusato said that as a 
youth, he often heard tales of 
local stickball glory from his 
father, uncles and other rela-
tives. There were never any 
trophies at stake, and very 
few organized tournaments, STEPPIN’ UP TO BAT: Filmmaker Jay Cusato joined the action as well, settling into a rhythm at the plate at the 

Stickball Hall of Fame Game on July 9. Jake King

BY TROY MAURIELLO
Let the good times keep roll-
ing.

That’s what former Berke-
ley Carroll baseball star 
Richie Palacios wants, be-
cause that’s what he’s experi-
enced since he left Brooklyn. 
After high school, he made 
his way to Towson Univer-
sity in Maryland, where he 
has excelled in his fi rst two 
seasons for the Tigers. As a 

freshman in 2016, Palacios 
became the fi rst player in 
Towson history to be named 
Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion Rookie of the Year. He 
followed that up this year 
by hitting for a .338 average 
with fi ve home runs, 29 runs 
batted in and 19 stolen bases.

Earlier this summer, Pala-
cios trekked to Massachu-
setts to play in the Cape Cod 
League, because he felt the 

big-league style of play would 
help him sharpen his game, 
and broaden his life experi-
ences.

“The baseball is super 
competitive, that’s the fi rst 
thing,” he said. “But the sight-
seeing is also a nice thing to 
have, to spend time with your 
teammates on off days and 
get to know the area.”

Palacios, an infi elder, re-

BATTER UP: Former Berkeley Carroll star Richie Palacios has hit his 
stride on Cape Cap this season, competing with the Bourne Braves in the 
prestigious summer league.  Bourne Braves

Continued on page 42

Continued on page 42

Brooklyn baseball star seizing 
summer-time opportunity

• ‘It showed I can do good 
stuff on the track, even 
though I’m from the city.’

• ‘You gotta work 
hard and not rely 
on other people.’

— Former Clara Barton track star 
Ronaldo Griffiths on competing in Jamaica.

— Berkeley Carroll’s Richie Palacios 
on the Brooklyn mentality.

We call our office State-of-the-Art Dentistry because we keep our technology 
and techniques up-to-date to provide you the best experience possible. 
We accommodate families of all ages with strict sterilization techniques.

JOSEPH LICHTER, DDS
1420 Ave. P, 2nd Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11229 

(Between East 14th and 15th)

 Fri. 8am–2pm

718.339.7878

�������	
��	��������	��	��

bleaching

15% off 15% off
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cently debuted for the 
Bourne Braves, one of 10 
teams made up almost en-
tirely of players recruited 
by their college squads to 
play in Massachusetts for 
the summer.

Palacios shares a dug-
out at Bourne with play-
ers from some of the top 
college baseball programs 
in the country — includ-
ing Oregon State, Louis-
ville and Florida State — 
a situation, he believes, 
that can only improve his 
professional chances.

“It’s an awesome expe-
rience and it’ll also help 
me in the future, hope-
fully if I get to play profes-
sional baseball one day,” 
he said.

Palacios has a major 
league pedigree; his fa-
ther made it to Triple-A 
with the Detroit Tigers, 
and an uncle made it all 
the way to The Show with 
the Kansas City Royals in 
the late 1980s.

If he plans to follow in 
their footsteps, Palacios 
is in the right place; the 
Cape Cod League is argu-
ably the most historic am-
ateur baseball loop in the 
country, with roots dating 
back to 1885. At one point 
or another throughout 
its storied history, more 

than 1,000 Major Leagu-
ers played on the same 
fi elds Palacios currently 
calls home. He uses that 
fact for self-motivation.

“It defi nitely is an 
honor,  and it reminds you 
that with hard work and 
diligence, you can achieve 
the same things that the 
guys that have played 
here have achieved,” he 
said.

In the short term, 
Palacios has his sights 
set on helping his Tow-
son team — which strug-
gled to a 20–34 record this 
year — win a conference 
title and make an appear-
ance in the National Col-
legiate Athletic Associa-

tion tournament.
“I would love to make a 

regional, win a champion-
ship as a team,” he said. 
“We just have to improve 
every day. We’ve got a lot 
of guys playing summer 
ball, working on their 
game to help the team.”

Palacios credits much 
of the success he’s had so 
far — and any he might 
achieve on the baseball 
diamond in the future — 
to “that Brooklyn men-
tality, [which means] 
you gotta work hard and 
do what you can do to 
achieve the things you 
want to achieve and not 
rely on other people for 
those things to happen.”

but the block-versus-
block rivalries were just 
as fi erce and the memo-
ries just as lasting.

“It was really about 
neighborhoods and brag-
ging rights,” he said. 
“What that did was it cre-
ated long-lasting friend-
ships, because the guys 
that grew up playing 
stickball together, as they 
got older when they’d get 
together those are the 
stories that they’d talk 
about.”

Those lifelong bonds 
and friendships, Cusato 
said, were the inspiration 
for “When Broomsticks 
Were King,” which won 
awards at several fi lm fes-
tivals between 2001 and 
2011. But the fi lmmaker 
insists he was never more 
proud than at last year’s 
inaugural “Stickball 
Day” at MCU Park.

“That fi rst year was 
probably my proudest 

over all the awards that 
we’ve won,” Cusato said. 
“Because it now leads to 
something that’s going 
to hopefully last a really 
long time, it’s going to be 
an annual thing.”

The Cyclones plan 
to hold “Stickball Day” 
annually, and stickball 
leagues still do compete 
every weekend in Harlem 
and the Bronx. Cusato 

hopes that those events 
will lead to a stickball 
renaissance, if only on a 
smaller scale.

“We will never have 
what we did 50 to 60 years 
ago, but if young kids are 
playing it and passing the 
game on, they can kind 
of realize what it was to 
the city and the kids that 
grew up at that time,” he 
said.

SHINING A LIGHT: Fans of all ages took the fi eld to compete in 
the historic sport.  Jay Cusato

BY LAURA AMATO
He’s got his sights set on the fi n-
ish line — and he’ll race anyone 
to get there.

Clara Barton grad Ronaldo 
Griffi ths has been running for as 
long as he can remember. Now, 
the award-winning hurdler is 
anxious to take the next step 
— onto the track at Mississippi 
State University.

“When I put up the times 
that I have, I’m confi dent,” said 
Griffi ths, who won the Wingate 
Award in boys outdoor track last 
month. “The fi rst time I ran [the 
hurdles in 52 seconds], I was kind 
of stunned because I was only a 
freshman. My fi rst thought was, 
just imagine what I can do when I 
get to my senior year.”

Griffi ths was nothing short of 
unstoppable throughout his high-
school career. He racked up victo-
ries in the 400-meter hurdles this 
spring, posting fi rst-place fi n-
ishes at both the city champion-
ship and the Mayor’s Cup tourna-
ments, and also picking up a city 
title in the 110-meter hurdles.

Griffi ths set the citywide stan-
dard in hurdles during his ca-
reer, but he’s quick to point out 
that distance running — not hur-
dling — was his fi rst track and 
fi eld choice.

“I was a distance runner, but I 
saw the hurdles and it looked fun 
and I wanted to do it,” he said. 
“We started with some lower 
heights until we got up to the 
competitive ones and then I pro-
gressed throughout my middle 
school years and took it serious 
in high school.”

Griffi ths began competing in 
the 400-meter hurdles as a fresh-
man — picking up a city cham-

pionship award with a 53.28 fi n-
ish that outdoor season — and 
discovered he could combine his 
love of distance with his natural 
ability for sprinting in a single 
event.

“I took my distance technique 
and my hurdling technique … 
and kind of combined them to-
gether,” he said. “I just fi gured 
out that was the perfect race for 
me.”

Griffi ths, who was born in 
Jamaica but moved to East New 
York when he was just 6 years 
old, has his sights set on inter-
national competition. He ran in 
the Caribbean Free Trade Asso-
ciation Games in Jamaica this 
past March, posting a 51.92 fi nish 
in the 400-meter hurdles. That 
time shattered the previous re-
cord by a Public Schools Athletic 
League runner — Boys & Girls 
High School sprinter Frank Men-
sah’s 52.58 fi nish in 1992, and, 
Griffi fths hopes, opened the eyes 
of the international track and 
fi eld community to his talents.

“That was a good debut inter-
nationally,” he said of his 51.92 
time. “It showed a lot of people 
that I can do good stuff on the 
track, even though I’m from the 
city. A lot of people don’t expect 
that [from New York City ath-
letes].”

Griffi ths is keeping his op-
tions — hopeful he’ll be Olympic-
bound in 2020 — but fi rst, he’s 
ready to take on collegiate com-
petition.

“I don’t know how far I can 
go,” he said. “This is just the be-
ginning. My parents always ask 
where all this determination 
comes from, and who knows? I 
just want to keep running.” 

Clara Barton grad ready for next challenge

OUTRUNNING THE COMPETITION: Former Clara Barton track star Ronaldo 
Griffi ths, pictured with his mother Natalee Doyley, wrapped up his high-school 
career with a Wingate Award last month.  Photo by Robert Cole

BROOKLYN EDGE: Richie Palacios credits his Brooklyn upbring-
ing for his competitive spirit, one he hopes serves him well with 
the Bourne Braves.  Bourne Braves

Continued from page 41 
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Continued from page 41 

PALACIOS

Run the world
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BY MATT JOHN
Cyclones 10
Tri-City 1
July 5 in Tri-City

Now that’s more like it!
The Cyclones forcefully 

destroyed Tri-City last night, 
earning 17 hits and 10 runs in 
the matchup — each a season 
high — and snapping their 
three-game losing streak.

The Clones’ bats were 
charged from the top of the 
fi rst: Reed Gamache singled 
in Walter Rasquin, Quinn 
Brodey doubled to score Matt 
Winaker, Jose Miguel Medina 
hit a single to plate Gamache 
and Brodey, and Ricardo Ces-
pedes singled to score Medina, 
making it 5–0.

They followed their early 
rally with more luck at bat 
in the second, when Medina 
scored Winaker on a sacrifi ce 
fl y and Cespedes singled in 
Gamache.

Tri-City 13
Cyclones 0
July 6 in Tri-City

Simon says the Cyclones 
lose again!

Clones starter Jake Simon 
was tortured on the mound, 
allowing nine hits and seven 
runs, and the boys only man-
aged three hits all night as Tri-
City delivered them a shutout.

The Clones fell behind early 
after J.J. Matijevic hit a solo 
home run in the fi rst and Jake 
Adams scored Matijevic and 
Abraham Toro-Hernandez on 

a three-run homer in the third, 
making it 4–0.

Cyclones manager Edgardo 
“Fonzie” Alfonzo swapped 
Simon with reliever Kurtis 
Horne in the bottom of the 
fi fth, but a pair of fresh arms 
did little to help on the mound. 
Horne walked Pineda with the 
bases loaded, scoring Migue-
langel Sierra, and then Mati-
jevic singled in Reid Russell, 
making the score 7–0 at the end 
of the inning.

Staten Island 4
Cyclones 3
July 7 at MCU

No way, Jose!
A late-game three-run rally 

was not enough for the Cy-
clones to overcome the four 
runs that pitcher Jose Carlos 
Medina gave up earlier in the 
match to hated Staten Island, 
and the boys once again fell to 
the evil empire.

The Clones showed win-
ning potential in the sixth 
when, down 4–0, Quinn Brodey 
plated Franklin Correa on a 
grounder and Ricardo Ces-
pedes singled in Matt Winaker 
and Cecilio Aybar, making the 
score 4–3.

Cyclones 4
Staten Island 2
July 8 in Staten Island 
(Game 1)

The Evil Empire was over-

thrown!
Cyclones batters had the 

force, earning four runs and 
10 hits as the boys vanquished 
Staten Island and broke the 
hated Yankees’ undefeated 
home-game streak in the 
fi rst match of a doubleheader 
against the division foe.

Staten Island 7
Cyclones 2
July 8 in Staten Island 
(Game 2)

But the Cyclones lost the 
force as quickly as they found 
it.

Starter Trent Johnson took 
a beating on the mound, allow-
ing six hits and seven runs, as 
the evil Yankees took the sec-

ond game and split the double-
header.

Manager Edgardo “Fonzie” 
Alfonzo said that although 
game two did not end in a Cy-
clones victory, he was happy 
that the boys trounced Staten 
Island on the team’s home turf 
earlier in the day. 

“They always play tough 
here, so it was great to get the 
fi rst win in Staten Island,” he 
said.

Cyclones 6
Staten Island 4
July 9 at MCU

It was an attack of the 
Clones!

Brooklyn’s Boys of Sum-
mer gave an all-around ter-
rifi c performance at bat, earn-
ing nine hits and six runs, as 
they triumphed over the hated 
Yankees to split the four-game 
stand with the evil empire. 

The squads kept pace with 
each other through the top 
of the fi fth, which ended at 
an even 4–4. But a bottom-
inning double by Clones left 
fi elder Quinn Brodey — whose 
throwing error allowed a run 
for Staten Island earlier in the 
match — plated Leon Byrd Jr. 
and Matt Winaker, pushing 
the Cyclones ahead 6–4 and al-
lowing them to cruise to vic-
tory. 

The win puts Brooklyn at 
6–14 for the season, still in last 
in the McNamara Division, but 
now only half a game behind 
Hudson Valley.

Clones win some and lose some

BY MATT JOHN
Call him the new kid on the block!

David Peterson, the Mets’ fi rst-
round selection in the 2017 Major 
League Baseball Draft, was signed by 
the big club last week and has been 
assigned to play for the Cyclones this 
season. To say that the 21-year-old 
lefthander is looking forward to join-
ing Brooklyn’s Boys of Summer at 
MCU Park would be an understate-
ment.

“I’m super excited. I’m over-
whelmed right now and I can’t get wait 
to get on the journey,” Peterson said. 
“Coming in and having a club like this 
and getting to meet the guys has been 
really good.”

The lefthander was one of the top 
pitchers in Division I college baseball 
this past season for the University of 
Oregon, posting an 11–4 won-loss re-
cord, a terrifi c 140–14 strikeout-to-
walk ratio, and breaking the school’s 
record for most strikeouts in a game 
with 20. Those numbers have Cyclones 
manager Edgardo “Fonzie” Alfonzo 
intrigued.
“I’m looking forward to seeing what 
he’s got,” Alfonzo said. “Hopefully 
he will bring good chemistry to the 
team.”

Peterson has been out of action 
since the Ducks’ season ended, so the 
Cyclones have him on a “throwing 
program” for the next few weeks to get 

himself back into “game shape” and 
get some innings in this season so that 
he can contribute in a big way next 
season.

“For me it’s just getting used to 
pro ball and using this time to get as 
prepared as I can for spring training 
next year,” Peterson said. “I think I 
can learn a lot from this season, even 
though it is a short season, to get ready 
for next year.”

Peterson has only been with the 
team for a short time, but already feels 
at home in the Cyclones organization.
“They’ve welcomed me with open 
arms and there are defi nitely a lot of 
good guys here, so I’m excited,” he 
said.

Mets draft pick ready to rock in Brooklyn

LEADING OFF: Mets fi rst-round pick David Pe-
terson is set to get his pro career underway, 
joining the Cyclones after signing with the club 
last week. Brooklyn Cyclones

TAKING THE LEAD: Reed Gamache doubled in Franklin Correa and Leon Byrd Jr., helping the Cyclones cruise 
to a 6–4 victory over the hated Staten Island Yankees on July  9. Photo by Jon Farina
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Weddings
Engagements

Family Reunions
Corporate Events

Sirico’s offers you a variety of Dinner, 
Cocktail, and Buffet options. 

We can create any theme  for your occasion 
with unique LED lighting options 

& special decor packages.

8015/23 13th Ave., Dyker Heights
Brooklyn, NY 11228 

718–331–2900
www.siricos.net

CATERERS


