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BY LAUREN GILL
It’s a look back at Brook-
lyn’s Backyard!

The Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society is celebrating 
Prospect Park’s 150th an-
niversary with a new ex-
hibit that looks back at 
the history of the massive 
green space. “The Means 

of a Ready Escape,” which 
opened July 12, explores the 
many different ways that 
Kings County residents 
have used the 526 acres of 
fi elds and trees over the 
years, according to one of 
the show’s curators. 

“The exhibition really 
looks at how the park has 

been an escape for genera-
tions of people,” said Mar-
cia Ely. 

The show looks at fi ve 
eras of the meadow’s his-
tory: its origin as a home to 
Native Americans, the ini-
tial plans from famed Cen-
tral Park designers Fred-

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s wheel-y happening! 

Mayor DeBlasio on July 10 
announced a ban on all cars in-
side Prospect Park from July 17 
to Sept. 11. And while the admin-
istration described the embargo 
as temporary, local leaders who 
support a vehicle-free meadow 
said they are optimistic that the 
seasonal restriction is a prelude 
to full-on prohibition.

“Hopefully, it will lead to a 
permanent closure,” said Eric 
McClure, Chairman of Commu-
nity Board 6’s Transportation 
Committee. “I and many others 
have felt for a long time that the 
park should be completely free 
of cars, and doing a trial closure 
to measure the effect is a great 
idea.”

The ban — which will begin 
Prospect Park’s fi rst-ever en-
tirely car-free period — tempo-
rarily eliminates a two-hour 
window that allows Downtown-
bound drivers to zip up the 
park’s East Drive from 7 to 9 am 
on weekday mornings to cir-
cumvent rush-hour traffi c.  It fol-

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Talk about a sinking feel-
ing.

The city has fi nally 
fi lled in a recurring sink-
hole that swallowed most of 
a Bay Ridge bike lane, but 
locals gripe that because 
the street’s asphalt contin-
ues to sag, it’s just going to 

cave in again. Shoveling 
asphalt is just a temporary 
fi x unless something is 
done about the underlying 
cause, said one community 
leader. 

“This particular pot-
hole has been there for 
some time. It’s been fi lled 

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 6Continued on page 10

Where to eat at 
Industry City

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Industry City has a lot on its 
plate! 

Sunset Park was once a fi ne 
dining desert, but a garden of 
eatin’ has bloomed in the massive 
shorefront complex. Whether you 
are looking to sink your teeth 
into the latest food trend or mas-
ter your favorite fare with a cook-
ing class, this foodie hub has you 
covered. Get a taste with our 
guide to the latest joints that have 
taken root, or will soon bloom in 
Industry City.

Wholly guacamole
Take your avocado obsession 

to the next level at Avocaderia. 
The all-avocado eatery, which 
made headlines world-wide when 
it opened in April, plates the 
creamy fruit on toast, in salads, 
and blended into smoothies. Each 
month also features new specials 
that imagine the green goody in 
a unique form. July’s creations 
include “Avo chocolate mousse” 
and an “Avo burger” that uses the 
fruit as a bun. 

Continued on page 6AVOCADO FIX: Liza Zusman with Avocaderia holds up a toast featuring the creamy fruit.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

PAST MASTER: Marcia Ely 
helped to curate a new ex-
hibit on Prospect Park.

INDUSTRIAL TASTE!Mayor: 
Park and 
no ride!

Prospect Park of the pastA hole problem 
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.fo the NNew Yor

July 19, 2015
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publica
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  
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Iconic boro women recognized
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re movin’ on up!

The city’s Hurricane 
Sandy-recovery program 
Build it Back plans to fi nally 
break ground this month 
to raise the homes in a pri-
vate section of Sheepshead 
Bay known as the “courts,” 
while also  replacing its old 
and clogged sewers  to pre-
vent future fl ooding. 

The neighborhood’s pri-
vate pipes, which the city is 
not responsible for fi xing, 
connect dozens of homes 
to the public line — and 
after years of planning, 
pleading, meeting, and ne-
gotiating, Build it Back 
has agreed to replace the 
shoddy infrastructure on 
the taxpayer’s dime — just 
this one time —  if the ho-
meowners agreed to form 
a homeowners association 
and maintain the sewer 
lines in the future . 

It took months to get 
most homeowners on board 
with the association, so 
nearly fi ve years after the 
storm ripped through and 
destroyed the neighbor-
hood, it’s about time repair 
work begins, said  one Stan-
ton Court homeowner, who 
originally scoffed at the 
idea . 

“I’m feeling good about 
it, I’m glad it’s going to hap-
pen,” said Mike Rodriguez. 
“Hopefully everything is 
done according to plan.”

Worker’s for  the city’s 
sluggish, scandal-ridden, 
and over-budget Build it 
Back program  plan to put 
their shovels to the dirt 
within the week to start re-
placing the failing sewers 
that often fl ood with sew-
age in heavy rain — they 
will also rebuild 17 homes 
and elevate 15 of them that 
sit about fi ve feet below sea 
level in two different sec-
tions of the courts, bounded 
by Nostrand Avenue, 
Batchelder Street, Shore 
Parkway, and Emmons Av-
enue.

The project took a lot of 
planning in order to over-
come the courts’ unique 
diffi culties — such as ex-
tremely narrow streets, 
wide enough only for foot 
traffi c — so it’s great to see 
it all fi nally happening, said 
the local councilmember. 

“I believe it’s one of 
the only places in the city 
where they are not only 
rebuilding and elevating, 
but also rebuilding the in-
frastructure. People have 
been living there for years 
with sewer backups — lit-
erally sewer water — where 
every time it rains there, 
was there was not puddles 
or ponding, but more like 
pools of water,” said Coun-
cilman Chaim Deutsch (D-
Sheepshead Bay). “And I 
believe that working with 
Build it Back and with res-

idents there, fi nally it’s be-
coming a reality where we 
will improve the people’s 
quality of life.”

Some worry that the 
courts’ rows of homes, 
 many of which have been 
abandoned and overrun by 
cats in the wake of the 2012 
superstorm , could poten-
tially be an open invitation 
for homeless people to take 
up residence. Rodriguez 
and his wife have already 
moved out of their Stanton 
Court home, and in with 
their son in Coney Island 
in preparation for work to 
begin, but he still repeat-
edly checks in on his house 
to deter those less fortunate 
from moving in, he said. 

“I’m concerned about the 
squatters coming in, that’s 
one of the reasons why I’ve 
been staying here,” Rodri-
guez said. 

But Build it Back will 
ensure the security of each 
home, said a spokesman. 

“Safety and security of 
residents’ homes in Build 
it Back’s care are a top pri-
ority,” said Matt Viggiano. 
“Build it Back works with 
local precincts in areas 
where homes are under con-
struction so that all safety 
concerns are addressed 
quickly.”  

Work is slated to begin 
this week and wrap by the 
end of the year or early 2018, 
a spokesman said. 

NEW DIGS
Work starting in Sheepshead Bay’s ‘courts’ 

BACK TO WORK: Build it Back plans to fi x the sewers and raise the homes in a private section of 
Sheepshead Bay known as the “courts.” File photo by Angel Zayas
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about freshening up!

Park Slope’s historic 
bathhouse emerged from 
behind scaffolding on July 
7 after a year-plus-long 
renovation of the turn-
of-the-century facility 
— which could not have 
come at a better time, ac-
cording to a rep for the de-
veloper.

“It was incredible the 
building was still stand-
ing,” said Greystone’s 
Cian Hamill.

The 111-year-old build-
ing —  which operated as 
a community and events 
center for two decades be-
fore Greystone purchased 
it in 2014  to secure the 
property’s air rights for an 
adjacent, 13-story residen-
tial project — could not 
have been in worse shape 
by then, according to the 
spokesman, who said its 
steel superstructure suf-

fered from severe rot.
“There were defi nitely 

a lot of surprises along the 
way,” he said.

The bathhouse at 227 
Fourth Ave. between Pres-
ident and Union streets, 
which opened in 1910, 
was commissioned by the 

city to serve residents of 
nearby tenement build-
ings at a time when in-
door plumbing remained 
optional.

The handsome build-
ing’s neo-classical design 
by architect and Brooklyn 
native Raymond Almirall 
was used to encourage 
people to take baths, ac-
cording to Hamill.

“The thinking was 
if this building had the 
same prestige as a bank, 
courthouse, or library it 
would entice people to use 
the facility,” he said.

But public baths like 
the Slope facility, which 
were located across the 
city,  became obsolete in 
the 1930s when indoor 
plumbing became a re-
quirement for all resi-
dences. The structure was 
reborn as a gymnasium 
that decade, which it re-
mained until it was aban-

doned in the 1950s.
The National Regis-

ter of Historic Places rec-
ognized Almirall’s bath-
house in 1984, and the 
city’s Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission made 
it a landmark that year, 
meaning it cannot be de-
molished and its façade 
cannot be changed with-
out the city’s permission.

Greystone salvaged as 
much of the original glazed 
brick, limestone, and terra 
cotta from the façade as it 
could, but large portions of 
the structure’s outer walls 
had to be scrapped, and 
the builders used a light-
weight concrete to repli-
cate the discarded por-
tions, Hamill said.

The bathhouse, now 
fully renovated, will try 
its luck as a gym again 
when new tenant Blink 
Fitness opens for business 
later this month.

BATH TIME: Developer Greystone unveiled its restoration efforts at Park Slope’s landmarked bathhouse on Fourth Avenue last week.
 Photo by Jason Speakman

BY LAUREN GILL
These buds are for you! 

Stewards of an aban-
doned Fort Greene com-
munity garden have re-
opened the green space 
and are asking locals for 
ideas on how to revitalize 
the meadow, according to 
its keepers.

“We’re trying to open 
it up to the community 
to make the best of the 
space,” said Demetrice 
Mills, president of the 
Brooklyn Queens Land 
Trust.

Poor leadership led to 
the more than two-year-
closure of The Greene 
Garden on DeKalb and S. 
Portland avenues, accord-
ing to Mills, who said his 
organization hired a team 
to breathe new life into the 
plot, which can be used by 
neighbors to grow plants of 
their choice. 

He solicited residents 
for input on what they’d 
like to see in the nursery 
at a meeting last month, 
and received a variety of 
suggestions that included 
creating a retreat for 
neighbors to lounge and 
programs to engage area 
youngsters.

“Part of it can be a gar-
den, part of it can be a place 
where you can have events 
or meetings,” Mills said. 
“We’re trying to attract the 
youth, too, and get them 
more involved. Instead of 
hanging out in the street, 
they can come in the gar-
den and make a differ-
ence.”

Brooklyn Queens 
Land Trust needs to 
raise more funds in or-

der to fully revamp the 
space, but will begin 
its makeover by cutting 
down some trees so sun-
light can f lood the patch, 
which is furnished with 
benches and a gazebo 
where visitors can relax 
in the meantime.

And even though The 
Greene Garden is just 
across the street from the 
massive Fort Greene Park, 
it gives locals a different 
kind of meadow to spend 
their days, according to 
Mills.

“Sometimes there are 
questions about how there’s 
a big park across the street, 
but some people like a pri-
vate, smaller space for their 
kids to run around,” he 
said.

There is no definitive 
timeline for the revamp, 
but Mills said people can 
contact his office with 
their suggestions and 
can expect big changes 
soon.

Garden grows 
locals’ picks

REBIRTH: Offi cials want locals 
to submit ideas on how to make-
over a long-abandoned commu-
nity garden in Fort Greene. 

A SPLASHY DEBUT
Renovations complete at Slope historic baths

QUIET REFUGE: Benches and a gazebo already adorn the patch of 
green space, which offi cials said provides a more intimate escape 
than nearby Fort Greene Park. Photos by Caleb Caldwell 

FRESH FACE: The builders sal-
vaged as much of the original 
materials from the structure’s 
landmarked façade as they 
could. Photo by Jason Speakman
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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LOANS AVAILABLE 

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

$15,000

Monday – Friday 8am–6pm, Saturday 8am–1pm

www.salstrans.com

Financing

Available

All repairs backed by our ironclad guarantee

Family owned and operated for over 40 years

“Sal Raio forgoes profi t for honesty” – New York Times

BY COLIN MIXSON
Haikus on marquee. Brook-
lyn fi lms inspire street art. 
See it in Park Slope.

Nitehawk Cinema own-
ers handed the old Pavil-
ion Theater’s marquee 
to a band of local artists 
who are using the display 
to showcase haikus in-
spired by fi lms set in Kings 
County. And while the illu-
minated, wrap-around sign 
may have been made to ad-
vertise movie showings, 
it could not be more per-
fect for the Japanese short-
form poetry, according to 
the bards.

“The marquee itself is 
such an interesting canvas, 
in that there’s enough room 
for a title, a blank space, and 
three lines of poetry,” said 
Drew Pisarra, who started 
the project with poet Molly 
Gross. “It’s practically built 
for haikus.”

The poetic pair, who op-
erate under the moniker 

Saint Flashlight, sought 
out public spaces where 
they could bring their art to 
the masses and originally 
approached the nearby 
Oak Park Pharmacy at 205 
Prospect Park West about 

using its façade. But that 
plan fell through, however, 
and when it did, the artists 
did a literal 180 and saw 
the perfect canvas staring 
them in the face, accord-
ing to Pisarra.

“We turned around and 
there was the movie the-
ater,” he said.

The owners of Williams-
burg’s Nitehawk Cinema, 
who leased the historic 
Pavilion Theater at 188 
Prospect Park West last 
year, were only too happy 
to offer their signage for 
passers-by’s cultural en-
richment, Gross said, al-
though the marquee will 
be reclaimed to display 
fi lm showings when the 
venue reopens sometime 
next winter.

“Nitehawk’s owners have 
been amazing,” Gross said. 
“They get what we want to 
do, and have been very sup-
portive.”

The proprietors sug-

gested the artists focus 
their poems on Brooklyn-
based films, leading Gross 
to select “A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn,” “Saturday 
Night Fever,” and Spike 
Lee’s “She’s Gotta Have 
It” for the first round of 
haikus, which will embla-
zon the marquee until the 
end of the month, when 
three new poems will de-
but.

Gross penned the 
piece about Lee’s flick, 
while Park Slope poet 
Diane Mehta and Wil-
liamsburg bard Karen 
Hudes were tapped to 
distill the others into 
17 perfect syllables.

And though the haikus 
fi t fl awlessly on the Pavil-
ion’s marquee, Pisarra 
said the theater does not 
always have the letters 
needed to produce all of 
the poems, which requires 
some literary logistics to 
ensure there are enough 

As, Bs, and Cs.
“Your haiku may be 

great, but if we’re short on 
Ys, maybe your poem gets 

bumped to the next month, 
and we put in the poem that 
we have the letters for,” he 
said.

It’s lit-erature in Park Slope

DANCING WORDS: Poet Diane 
Mehta wrote a haiku for “Satur-
day Night Fever” that now grac-
es the marquee at the Pavilion 
Theater. Nitehawk Cinema

Pavilion Theater’s marquee displays artists’ movie-inspired haikus

KINGS COUNTY BARDS: Poets Molly Gross and Drew Pisarra wrote 
and solicited poems inspired by Brooklyn-based fi lms and stuck them 
on the marquee of the Pavilion Theater. Photo by Jason Speakman
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Avocaderia [238 36th St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park, 
(347) 227–0350, www.avo-
caderia.com]. Open Mon–
Fri, 9 am–4 pm; Sat–Sun, 
11 am–5 pm.

Light eating
The latest sit-down 

eatery in Industry City, 
Filament at the Landing, 
offers a high-brow twist 
on pub grub. Culinary 
craftsmen Vincent Chir-
ico, who also runs two 
Mediterranean-inspired 
spots on the distant isle of 
Manhattan, has brought 
some of more well-known 
dishes to the better bor-
ough, including charred 
octopus served on a bed 
of jalapeno pesto, and a 
ch icken-u nder - a -br ick 
dish. In addition to bold 
bites, the space features 
a courtyard bar, pool ta-
bles, and shuffleboard.

Filament at the Land-
ing (220 36th St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (347) 417–
8494). Open Mon–Tue, 9:30 
am–8 pm, Wed–Fri, 9:30 
am–10 pm, Sat, noon–10 
pm, and Sun, noon–6 pm.

Booze cruise
Belly up to seasonal 

tug-boat-turned- eatery 
the Wheelhouse, now 

landlocked in an Indus-
try City courtyard. The 
team behind the Manhat-
tan-docked vessel  Frying 
Pan  are serving up a slew 
of nautical fare, includ-
ing lobster rolls, ceviche 
tacos, and spiced shrimp 
banh mi, along with beer, 
wine, and cocktails. You 
can settle at any of the 
benches around the court-
yard, or migrate mere 
steps to the  Brooklyn-
themed mini-golf  course 
for a round. 

The Wheelhouse at In-
dustry City Courtyard 5/6 
(enter on Second Avenue be-
tween 34th and 35th streets 
in Sunset Park, (347) 902–
4829, www.fryingpanwheel-
house.com]. Open Mon–
Wed, noon–8 pm; Thu–Fri, 
noon–9 pm; Sat, noon–8 
pm; Sun, noon–6 pm.

All that and dim 
sum

Downtown dumpling 
spot  Yaso Tangbao  will 
open its second location 
at Industry City later this 
month. The Shanghai-in-
spired shop will feature 
on-site seating for on-site 
eating of its delicious dump-
lings, which include blue 
crab and pork soup dump-
lings. Noodles, soups, and 
other traditional delicacies 
are on the menu.

Opening soon at 253 
36th St. between Second 
and Third avenues in Sun-
set Park in Industry City. 

ALL ABOARD: The seasonal tug-boat-turned-eatery the Wheel-
house offers nautical fare and refreshing summer cocktails.  Indus-
try City

Continued from page 1 

INDUSTRY

BY JULIANNE CUBA
What a piece of meat is a 
man!

An all-male group of 
actors wearing only their 
birthday suits will per-
form a nude version of 
Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” 
in Prospect Park next 
month. The thespians will 
bare their bodkins dur-
ing four productions of the 
Bard’s tragic play, starting 
on Aug. 10, and the actor 
playing Laertes says that 
the lack of pantaloons will 
force the audience and the 
actors to concentrate on 
the words, words, words.

“It raises the stakes of 
the play because as actors 
that is the one time that 
we are totally in the most 
vulnerable state, we have 
nothing to protect us,” said 
Mike Press. “It also raises 
the stakes for the viewer, 
because they have to get 
over the fact we are naked 
and really listen to what it 
is we are saying.”

Last year, Torn Out 
Theater group used an 
 all-female troupe for its 
production of “The Tem-
pest,”  so it seemed only 
fair to give men the same 
opportunity to explore 
body positivity through 

the words of the Bard, 
said director Pitr Strait — 
and he think “Hamlet” is 
the perfect play for those 
themes.

“Shakespeare had a lot 
of themes he returned to 
over and over, and one of 
the biggest ones was try-
ing to be yourself, to learn 
who you are, learning to 
truly be yourself — to thy 
own self be true. That free-

dom to be yourself has a 
lot to do with the body,” 
said Strait, who lives in 
Park Slope. “We wanted 
to fi nd a story that has 
this idea of trying to be 
free, even when everyone 
in the world is telling you 
that you’re crazy — to tell 
a story where men are free 
in their own bodies.”

The actors will begin 
the show in costume, but 

will show off more and 
more of their too, too solid 
fl esh as the show goes on, 
said Strait. The lack of cos-
tumes will be especially 
challenging for the actors 
playing female characters, 
who will have to use body 
language to embody the 
more restricted life of a 
woman in the 1500s. 

Presenting the Bard in 
the buff may make some 
a little wary, but pushing 
people’s boundaries is the 
point of art, said Strait.

“Art is supposed to 
make people uncomfort-
able — I really love that 
idea if your life is stable 
and secure then maybe 
it’s good to have art come 
in and shake you up a bit, 
and if your life is full of 
anxiety and worry then 
art should be there to say 
you’re not alone, it’s okay 
to be who you are,” he 
said. “That’s what we are 
trying to do.”

“Hamlet” at Prospect 
Park’s Music Pagoda (at 
the north end of the Neth-
ermead, enter at Ocean Av-
enue and Lincoln Road in 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens, 
www.tornouttheater.org). 
Aug. 10–12 at 5:30 pm, Aug. 
13 at 2 pm. Free.

AND THUS THEY CLOTHE THEIR NAKED VILLAINY: Thespians 
Miles Butler, Clinton Powell, Max Wingert, and director Pitr Strait 
rehearse before their naked debut of “Hamlet” on Aug. 10.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman 

To bare or not to bare
Naked, all-male production of ‘Hamlet’ to play Prospect Park

erick Law Olmsted and 
Calvert Vaux; its fi rst 100 
years; the park’s graffi ti-
ridden decline in the 1970s 
and ’80s; and its modern 
incarnation under the 
management of the Pros-
pect Park Alliance.

Among the memora-
bilia and photos are pic-

tures of people practicing 
archery, playing lawn ten-
nis, and riding in swan 
boats — all once-popular 
activities that might sur-
prise visitors, said Ely. 

“I think people are go-
ing to enjoy seeing all of 
the things the park was 
used for back at the turn of 
the century,” she said. 

At one point, 300 lawn 
tennis courts covered the 
Long Meadow and the 

Neathermead, and a “wa-
ter carousel” on Pros-
pect Park Lake featured a 
200-person yacht that cir-
cled the water.

Ely hopes that the ex-
hibit will enlighten people 
about the rich past of the 
grassy knoll, which she 
says offers a more com-
plete connection to nature 
than any other spot in the 
boroughs. 

“Being able to go to the 

park and look down to the 
meadow and see nothing 
but grass and trees is re-
ally unlike anything else 
in this entire city,” she 
said. 

“The Means of a Ready 
Escape” at Brooklyn His-
torical Society [128 Pierre-
pont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111, www.brooklyn-
history.org]. Open Wed–
Sun; noon–5 pm. $10.

HISTORY
Continued from page 1
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They don’t want to miss the boat! 

Canarsie residents are busy 
collecting hundreds of signa-
tures for a petition they plan to 
deliver to City Hall  demanding 
Mayor DeBlasio keep his word 
and look into adding the coastal 
neighborhood as a new stop on 
the city-wide ferry system , the lo-
cal pol said. 

“Hopefully we’ll get thou-
sands of interested people to sign 
on this petition asking the Mayor 
to seriously consider putting the 
ferry in,” said Councilman Alan 
Maisel (D–Canarsie). “I want 
the Mayor to know there’s a lot 
of interest in having a ferry and 
it wouldn’t be an uneconomical 
venture, people will use it.”

 Hizzoner promised a room-
ful of residents at a town hall last 
September that a ferry stop at the 
federally-run Canarsie Pier was 
“on the table”  — but now  nearly a 
year later with no progress, locals 
are fed up  with being left high 
and dry, and so decided to take 

matters into their own hands, 
said resident Marc Want from the 
Canarsie Improvement Associa-
tion, the group that launched the 
petition. 

“We want it at Canarsie Pier 
because it can very nicely service 
all of Brooklyn South, people can 
walk to it from quite a number of 
different places, can ride bikes 
in, or drive in, there is parking 
available at the pier,” said Want. 
“It’s just a great access point.” 

And the response so far has 
been incredible — about 1,000 
people have already signed their 
names, said Want.

“We have a lot of people. We’re 
not only getting signatures as we 
walk through the park and go to 
meetings, but people come up to 
us and ask for forms,” he said. 
“This morning I was in the park 
and a lady hands over to me four 
pages — she felt it’s such a great 
idea.”

And with the impending clo-
sure of the L train, which shuttles 
Canarsie straphangers across the 

East River into Manhattan, the 
need for more speedy and direct 
transportation is even more dire 
— because sitting on a bus in bum-
per-to-bumper traffi c across the 
bridge wastes nearly three hours 
of the day and is just not practical 
for commuters, said Want. 

“Some of us take the bus into 
the city periodically for work and 
some of us drive, and it puts a tre-
mendous strain on individuals to 
spend three hours a day travel-
ling, because the bus takes about 
an hour-and-a-half — that’s just 
too much,” said Want. 

 The current South Brooklyn 
ferry route — which sails from 
Bay Ridge to Sunset Park, Red 
Hook (with a weekend detour 
to Governors Island), Brooklyn 
Heights, and Dumbo before head-
ing to Manhattan — is already 
overloaded, forcing the Economic 
Development Corporation, which 
oversees the service, to buy three 
additional, larger boats.  

But many still feel the routes 
leave out several transit-starved 

neighborhoods, including Ca-
narsie, Coney Island, Brighton 
Beach, and Marine Park, said 
Councilman Mark Treyger (D-
Coney Island). 

But building out a proper load-
ing dock at Canarsie Pier is more 
complicated than at other sites 
along the current routes since 
it’s owned and operated by the 

National Parks Service, and it’s 
unclear at this point whether it 
would require an act of Congress 
or simply some administrative 
work to get it up and running for 
the ferry. 

 Locals are hoping that a fat 
stack of petition signatures will 
prove to the city that demand is 
high for a ferry stop in Canarsie.

PIER PRESSURE!: Canarsie resident Marc Want from the Canarsie Improvement 
Association is collecting hundreds of signatures to send to the mayor to bring 
the ferry to Canarsie Pier.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

Canarsie’s ferry hail
Residents start a petition demanding boat stop
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
– How can I protect assets

from the government?
– How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

– How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our  
FREE seminars to learn about elder law, 

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209
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We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                        

MON. JULY 17th

BROOKLYN-
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Vesuvio Restaurant

7305 Third Avenue

TUES. JULY 18th

BROOKLYN-
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Buckley’s

2926 Avenue S

THUR. JULY 20th

BROOKLYN-
PARK SLOPE

3 PM & 7PM
The Montauk Club

25 Eighth Avenue
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lows the mayor’s 2015 de-
cree that pulled vehicles 
from the meadow’s West 
Drive , which let Coney Is-
land-bound motorists cut 
through Brooklyn’s Back-
yard during the evening 
rush and generally saw 
less traffi c than the Down-
town-bound route.

Fewer cars travel on the 
East Drive in the summer 
than in cooler seasons — 
about 300 per hour as com-
pared to 400 per hour in the 
fall — and the city expects 
the ban will have negligi-
ble effects on streets sur-
rounding the park, accord-
ing to the mayor’s offi ce.

Studies conducted by 
the Department of Trans-
portation after West Drive’s 
permanent closure found 

that the most affected driv-
ers’ travel times increased 
by less than a minute, and 
the agency will hold simi-
lar tests to determine how 
closing the East Drive af-
fects its users’ morning 
commutes. 

DeBlasio’s announce-
ment delighted car critics 
who have decried vehi-
cles in the park as a crime 
against nature for more 
than a decade, according 
to the head of a group that 
advocates for alternative 
transportation, who said 
he plans on pushing the 
city to make the temporary 
prohibition permanent. 

“It’s a big move in a much 
safer direction and our fo-
cus now is in making it per-
manent,” said Paul Steely 
White, of Transportation 
Alternatives. “We hope to 
make a convincing case to 
the mayor that leaving the 

park in place for park us-
ers is the best policy, and 
should be the rule, not the 
short term exception.”

White,  who spent a 
week monitoring motorists 
on the East Drive with his 
team earlier this year , said 
drivers routinely broke 
the road’s 25-mile-per hour 
speed limit, creating a haz-
ard for park pedestrians. 

The anti-car activists 
shared their fi ndings with 
the city, but White said 
that the temporary ban 
was more likely motivated 
by the growing popular-
ity of alternative travel op-
tions and an approaching 
September primary. 

“I think politicians un-
derstand that this has al-
ways been a common sense 
issue, but now it’s a popu-
lar issue,” he said. “Being 
an election year, no deci-
sion are taken lightly.”

and then sunk again, and 
fi lled and sunk,” said Jose-
phine Beckmann, district 
manager of Community 
Board 10. “It’d be more ef-
fective to fi x whatever is 
causing it. Clearly it’s be-
ing undermined by some-
thing — they have to deter-
mine what and fi x it.” 

It took the city nearly two 
weeks to investigate the two-
foot-wide cave-in on 72nd 
Street and Third Avenue 
after Beckmann alerted the 
Department of Transporta-
tion. But the agency referred 
the issue to the Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion, which handles wa-
ter infrastructure, assum-
ing that a leaky pipe was to 
blame. But that agency de-
termined that the street is 
sinking because of nearby 
Con Edison infrastructure, 
according to a city rep. 

Now repairing the real 
issue falls to Con Edison, 
which did not respond to 
requests for comment. 

In the meantime, the 
city temporarily paved 
the gaping hole, which ob-
structed a bike lane, but 
shoddy work still left the 
street with a deep dip and 
cyclists would rather bike 
in the street than roll over 
the uneven ground, said 
one block local.

“Today I had to basi-
cally avoid it, which defeats 

the purpose of a bike lane,” 
said Ridgite Alejandro Su-
arez, who felt the difference 
rolling over the repairs on 
July 6. “They patched it but 
it’s not level and is still a 
hazard.” 

Since then, city work-
ers have returned for ad-
ditional repairs, but the 
street is still not level, and 
instead of a dip, a small 
mound of asphalt creates 
a separate hazard for cy-
clists. 

It is absurd that the de-
pression has turned into 
such a debacle, said an-
other cyclist. 

“This is such a simple 

thing to get right. Instead 
of just dumping asphalt, 
fl atten it out,” said Ridgite 
Rich Molinaro. “But what’s 
even the point? Because 
won’t it just sink again? In-
stead of dragging their feet 
addressing the problem, do 
it all right at once.” 

Workers returned yet 
again on July 10, and placed 
a metal sheet over the trou-
ble patch.

It has been more than 
a decade since that stretch 
of 72nd Street has been re-
paved and possibly longer 
since it received major up-
grades, which is probably 
why the city is having trou-
ble keeping the pavement 
even, said Beckmann. 

“That street is really 
bad,” she said. “When you 
travel up it, it feels like 
you’re driving over speed 
bumps, but that’s just the 
street.”

Community Board 10 
has advocated for city funds 
to overhaul the street for 
years, but to no avail. And 
it does not help matters that 
no one wants to take respon-
sibility for the street. 

Investigators with the 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection may 
have determined that it’s 
up to Con Edison to get to 
the bottom of issue, but it 
wouldn’t be the fi rst time in 
the area the agency passed 
the buck to the utility com-
pany when the responsibil-
ity actually fell to the city, 
said Beckmann. 

Continued from page 1 

PARK CARS

Continued from page 1 

A HOLE

SHODDY WORK: The city tem-
porarily patched a cave-in on 
the 72nd Street bike lane on 
July 6, but the shoddy repairs 
left a dip that cyclist Alejandro 
Suarez felt was perilous for bik-
ers.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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