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BY COLIN MIXSON
A powerful Borough Park councilman announced 
July 17 he will not seek re-election this November, 
apparently so he can hand-pick his successor.

Councilman David Greenfi eld (D–Borough Park) 
said he will not run for his seat later this year, but 
his decision came after a key July 13 deadline for 
Council campaigns, and locked out candidates who 
might have run for the seat had they known the well-
funded incumbent was stepping down.

Instead, Greenfi eld assembled a “committee on 
vacancies” — which included his wife Dina along 
with four other appointees — that on July 18 named 
Kalman Yeger, a political ally mulling a challenge to 
Councilman Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheepshead Bay), 
to be his replacement on the ballot.

Yeger could not be reached for comment by press 
time.

By removing the competition, Greenfi eld’s can-
didate will likely win, and some good-government 
groups say that undercuts the democratic process.

“He’s putting in place a political ally that will 
continue to match his interests and philosophies 
without the benefi t of any real primary election,” 
said Dick Dadey, head of Citizens Union.

Greenfi eld was voted into offi ce during a special 
election in March of 2010 after Councilman Simcha 
Felder stepped down.

He subsequently was reelected in November of 
that year and again in 2013, and could have served 
one more term in offi ce before term limits kicked in 
— and kicked him out.

Whoever his successor is could potentially be 
in offi ce for two full terms until 2026 after running 
virtually unopposed this year, detractors say.

BY LAUREN GILL
Call it a positive development.

The city extended a deadline for 
Boerum Hill residents to submit com-
ments on two massive towers planned 
for their neighborhood after elected of-
fi cials demanded locals get more time 
to weigh in.

“Seven working days do not allow 
enough time for people who were not 
in attendance on June 28 to thoroughly 
review the proposal and craft a writ-
ten response,” said state Sen. Velma-
nette Montgomery (D–Boerum Hill), 
Assemblywoman Jo Anne Simon (D–
Downtown), and Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Boerum Hill) in a letter to 
the city pushing for the extension.

The deadline, set last month for 

Continued on page 20

Deadline 
for input on 
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POL TO PICK HIS HEIR
Powerful city councilman to step down, choose own successor

LASTING LEGACY: Councilman David Greenfi eld, seen here 
holding measuring tape near a fi re hydrant, will not run for 
re-election, but will be able to pick his likely successor.

Continued on page 20
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The young pup
The who’s who of canine couture hit Park Slope on July 15 for the fourth-annual Doggy Fashion Show at Freddy’s Bar on Fifth 
Avenue, where pooches of all shapes, sizes, and creeds — including French Bulldog Frankie, dressed in the fi nest papal garb — 
competed for most stylish mutt in Brooklyn. For more from the fashion show, see page 7. Photo by Jason Speakman
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BY LAUREN GILL
Talk about a jolt of excitement!

Massive electric-car race 
Formula E zoomed into Red 
Hook last weekend for its in-
augural competition in New 
York City, and while fans said 
the green sport drew smaller 
crowds than its gas-guzzling 
older brother, it still satisfi ed 
their need for speed.

“Overall, it was a great 
event,” said David Cippitelli, 
a Long Island resident who 
regularly attends Formula 
1 events. “Everybody said 
the crowds were insane, but 
I didn’t think they were that 
bad. I’m used to the crowds at 
Formula 1 races, which are a 
lot bigger.”

Drivers zipped around the 
Brooklyn Cruise Terminal 
at speeds up to 140-miles-per 
hour as fans  including actors 
Chris Hemsworth  and Leon-
ardo DiCaprio looked on.

DS Virgin Racing driver 
Sam Bird took fi rst place in 
the races on July 15 and 16, 
popping Champagne on the po-
dium with Sir Richard Bran-
son — the team’s owner and 
 back-up driver for the week-
end  — to celebrate.

The action extended from 
the track to the event’s fan 
village, where Cippitelli said 
his two youngsters were cap-
tivated by displays that edu-
cated attendees about the bat-
tery-powered sport.

“They loved all of the stuff 
there,” he said. “They were to-
tally enthralled with all of the 
fan activities.”

Race-goers fl ooded area 
businesses after the big event, 
according to Cippitelli, who 
said the wait at Red Hook Lob-
ster Pound was an hour-long 
when he tried to grab a bite.

Local merchants con-
fi rmed the hordes, and some 
said the weekend’s festivities 
brought them more business 
than ever before.

“Saturday was our busi-

est day yet, and Sunday ran a 
close second,” said Kristina 
Frantz, co-owner of Dolce, a 
gelateria on Van Brunt and 
King streets.

The sweet shop served a 
special,  event-inspired gelato  
made with espresso and glyc-
erine — the tasteless, edible 
liquid Formula E racers use to 

power their cars — and driv-
ers, fans, and some very im-
portant people who Frantz de-
clined to name all sampled the 
frosty treat, she said.

The “Soul Fuel” fl avor has 
been so popular that Dolce 
will continue to serve it for 
the near future, according to 
the co-owner, who called For-

mula E’s visit to the neighbor-
hood a success and cheered 
the sport for its environmen-
tally-friendly sensibility.

“It was great for Red Hook,” 
Frantz said. “And I think it’s 
a great thing in general to 
work with sustainable energy 
rather than polluting every-
thing.”

OFF TO THE RACES: (Clockwise from top left) Electric cars zoomed around the Brooklyn Cruise Terminal dur-
ing the Formula E competition last weekend, which was the fi rst major car race hosted by the city. DS Virgin 
Racing’s Richard Branson, left, and Sam Bird, right, celebrate the fi rst of the team’s two victories on July 15. 
The battery-powered vehicles traveled at speeds up to 140-miles-per hour. Confetti rained down after winners 
were named. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto 

WINNING ‘FORMULA’
Race fans bring surge of activity to Red Hook during event
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By Caroline Spivack

This ain’t your kids’ puppet show.
A musical puppet performance 

that follows the metaphysical jour-
ney of a suicidal gay teenager will belt out 
its tunes at the Park Slope gay bar Excelsior 
on July 27. And though “Anthropomorphic” 
dives into an occult world of human-insect 
hybrids, it is a deeply personal show rooted 
in first-hand experience, said its creator.

“It tells my struggles and my stories as 
a kid growing up in a conservative family 
in South Carolina,” said Timothy Young, of 
Park Slope’s Puppetry Arts. “I was on the 
brink of suicide, but I was able to confront 
my demons — so I took my story a step 
further. One thing I learned from that is 

that I am someone to be loved. Everyone is 
someone to be loved, and I hope that mes-
sage comes across in the show.”

The performance uses Japanese-style 
bunraku puppetry and shadow puppets to 
tell the story of Wesley, a bullied gay teen 
who is driven to suicide. The show largely 
takes place in an otherworldly, Purgatory-
like space, where Wesley embarks on a 
journey of self-discovery, encountering a 
curious cast of characters including singing 
scorpions, spiders, and crickets. Despite the 
unusual trappings, at its core is a relatable 
story about conviction and family, said 
Young.

“This is a story about faith. A story 
about the love between a mother and a son 

and her hard-line Christian values that are 
wrongly used to judge someone,” said the 
Park Slope puppeteer. “His only escape is 
taking his life, so in the purgatory of his 
mind is where the story takes place.” 

The provocative puppet show also 
includes odes to a variety of religious texts 
and historical eras in order to celebrate 
diversity, he said. 

“I incorporate women’s right, gay rights. 
I infused the Koran, the Torah in dialogue 
and songs,” said Young. “It is a strong 
American story.” 

Young has performed the show once 
a year for almost a decade, changing and 
adapting it with each performance, he said. 

For those familiar with Puppetry Arts 

— and its signature character, fuzzy feline 
character  Tuffy Tiger  — the mature con-
tent of “Anthropomorphic” might come as 
a shock, but the show is perfectly in line 
with the group’s mission to share the art 
of puppetry with the masses — including 
toddlers, teens, or over-21 bar patrons, said 
Young. 

“It’s a departure from what many par-
ents are aware of, but it’s not a departure 
from our mission. ‘Anthropomorphic’ is 
for our other audience that we don’t want to 
neglect,” said Young.

“Anthropomorphic” at Excelsior (563 
Fifth Ave. between 15th and 16th streets in 
Park Slope, www.puppetryarts.org/anthro-
pomorphic). July 27 at 8 pm. Free.

Gay puppet musical comes to Park Slope
String a different tune

Puppet master: Tim Young, right, holds 
two of the stars of his puppet musical 
“Anthropomorphic,” playing in Park Slope 
on June 27.   Photo by Jason Speakman
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
A Council candidate owns 
properties listed among the 
city’s 250 most worst-main-
tained buildings — in the dis-
trict he wants to represent.

Delvis Valdes, who has 
thrown his hat into the run-
ning for the 38th-District 
Council seat of Sunset Park 
and Red Hook, owns buildings 
through the Delerimar Realty 
Corp. with a slew of hazardous 
violations that have landed 
his properties in the city’s 
special enforcement program 
for three years in a row, ac-
cording to city records.

The perilous conditions in-
clude an illicit gas hook-up, 
unsafe electrical wiring, and 
performing repairs without 
permits, Department of Build-
ing records show. It is upset-
ting behavior that puts his 
would-be constituents at risk, 
said a tenant organizer coun-
seling residents living in the 
properties.

“It’s very disheartening to 
me that someone treats their 
tenants this way,” said Mar-
cela Mitaynes, with Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors, a Sunset 
Park-based tenant-advocacy 
group. “Nobody should have 
to live under these conditions 
and have to go through these 
obstacles. It’s not fair.”

Department of Building re-
cords list Valdes as the presi-
dent of the Sunset Park-based 
Delerimar Realty Corp. and 
have him and the reality group 
as the owners of four  build-
ings that have been  listed with 
the city’s Housing Preserva-
tion and Development’s alter-
native enforcement program  
— which annually designates 
250 properties with outstand-
ing violations that endanger 
tenants with the goal of pres-
suring landlords to make re-
pairs.

Delerimar Realty Corp. ac-
quired the properties along 
Fourth Avenue between 63rd 
and 64th streets in 2010, ac-
cording to Department of Fi-
nance records. Since then, 
one building was listed on the 
alternative enforcement pro-
gram in 2015, a pair of proper-
ties in 2016, and the program’s 
2017 list released in January 
included a building owned by 
Delerimar, Housing Preserva-
tion and Development records 
show.

It has been a struggle for 
some living in the buildings, 
said one long-time tenant.

“We had to go to the bath-
room with an umbrella for 
a while because every time 

the people above us fl ushed 
the toilet water would come 
down,” said Zoraida Brown, 
who has lived at 375 64th St. in 
Sunset Park for 43 years. “It 
was not diffi cult to get things 
before, now when I need some-
thing fi xed it’s really hard to 
get it done. I don’t feel safe 
here, but I can’t afford to live 
somewhere else.”

The building also has a 
rodent and insect problem so 
bad that Brown and her fam-
ily pack their food in plastic 
bags suspended on a hook in 
the kitchen wall to keep it out 
of reach of vermin, according 
to Brown’s daughter.

“There is mice poop every-
where, we can’t keep the place 
clean. I have food hanging in 
the bags to try and keep the 
mice and water bugs away,” 
said Brown’s daughter, the 
mother of a 4-year-old son 
and 6-year-old daughter who 
asked not to be named. “I can 
feel my blood pressure going 
up thinking about it.”

Valdes maintains that he 
and his colleagues are fever-
ishly working to correct the 
outstanding violations, but 
claims he is being thwarted 
by uncooperative tenants.

“We’re removing the viola-
tions. Every single day we’re 
removing violations,” said 
Valdes, who believes he is be-

ing targeted by Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors because 
he opposed a  library redevel-
opment project helmed by the 
group’s parent company .

“It’s diffi cult sometimes to 
work with tenants who don’t 
give access. They’re quick to 
open the door for inspectors 
to show them the problem, 
but not for fi xing an issue. It 
seems they want to be perpet-
ually complaining about prob-
lems and don’t want to provide 
a chance for us to fi x it.”

In fact, the property listed 
on the 2017 alternative en-
forcement program was re-
moved on May 17 after Deleri-
mar made repairs. But the 
other three Fourth Avenue 
properties remain in the pro-
gram, have racked up more 
than $71,000 in fees for emer-
gency repairs and inspec-
tions, and have 287 open vio-
lations between them — down 
from a total of 461 violations 
when the buildings fi rst en-
tered it, according to a Hous-
ing Preservation and Develop-
ment spokeswoman.

Valdes stressed that he 
wants to work with tenants 
and comply with the law, but 
repairing the buildings is a 
daunting task and Delerimar 
does what it can, he said.

“We want to be a team with 
the tenants. I have a staff of 

three people over here to get 
access to units, and correct-
ing things takes time,” said 
Valdes. “There are always a 
few tenants that will be dis-
gruntled. In general, we pro-
vide a decent service, we 
maintain our units, 90 percent 
of our tenants are content.”

Valdes is challenging in-
cumbent Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca in the September 
Democratic Party primary. 
The councilman, who has 
been in conversation with 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
regarding some of Valdes’s 
properties, condemned his 
challenger’s actions, but his 
offi ce did not return calls for 
comment on whether he has 
pushed city agencies to ad-
dress violations.

It is puzzling how someone 
with a track record of skirting 
city regulations is running for 
Council, said another tenant.

“I can’t believe a person 
like this is running for city 
council,” said Fabiola Car-
ranza, another tenant in 
Brown’s building who says 
plumbing work caused a hole 
in her kitchen that allowed ro-
dents to freely enter her home. 
“I don’t understand how there 
are all these violations, he’s on 
the [Alternative Enforcement 
Program] list, and it feels like 
nothing is happening.”

RENT LIMBO: (Top) Alma Calixto 
lives with her daughter and spe-
cial-needs son in a one-bedroom 
apartment, where her landlord 
tried to illegally raise the rent 
by hundreds. (Right) Delerimar’s 
building at 375 64th St. in Sunset 
Park has so many rodents that 
some tenants pack food in bags 
suspended on hooks, and others 
dispose of pest traps outside of it.  

BY LAUREN GILL
The only crime he was 
guilty of is stealing our 
hearts.

A rogue raccoon that 
enthralled Clinton Hill 
residents on July 18 was 
killed hours after he 
scampered down Fulton 
Street and then rested 
on an air conditioner, 
attracting a crowd that 
hoped to glimpse the rub-
bish-eating rascal.

“You would have 
thought it was Beyonce 
because there were so 
many people,” said Lucas 
Booth, who works at Be-
ny’s Delice, a pastry shop 
on Fulton Street and Van-
derbilt Avenue where the 
scamp camped out.

Booth noticed the ani-
mal on a bench near his 
bicycle around 7:30 am, 
he said. Construction 
workers on a nearby site 
tried to help corral the 
creature into a box, but 
he quickly escaped, ac-
cording to Booth, who 
said the critter was ag-
gressive, but scared.

“If people came close, 
he would stand on his 
hind legs and hiss,” he 
said. “He seemed dis-
tressed.”

Offi cers from the 88th 
Precinct then arrived, 
followed by animal con-
trol offi cials, who put the 
mammal into a cage to 
end the 90-minute ordeal.

The raccoon was 
taken to the Animal Care 
Center in East New York, 
where he was euthanized, 
a rep said.

Booth, who is British, 
had never seen a raccoon 
— which are native to 
North America — before 
that day, and expressed 
condolences for the mam-
mal when informed about 
his death.

“It’s unfortunate he 
just couldn’t be returned 
to the wild,” Booth said. 
“Poor raccoon.”

Slumlord runs for Council
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BANDIT: This raccoon was 
killed after charming Clinton 
Hill residents on July 18. 
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Critter end 
for raccoon
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When you’ve got 90 years of expe-
rience, you know how to throw awe-
some parties.

Their grandparents may have 
started Sirico’s Catering, but two 
cousins, Hercules and Jim Sirico, 
are the ones that keep these parties 
going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to 
be done? Your life just got easier 
because everything you need is co-
ordinated by Sirico’s in-house wed-
ding planner who directs the pro-
cess.    

Ceremony: Want to get married 
here? Say the word, and the planner 
will say, “I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be 
good. With customized menus for 
every taste and budget, it will be. 
Guests enjoy drinks and food in a 
separate room for the cocktail hour, 
then make their way to another 
for dinner and dancing. Of course, 
there’s a lovely bridal suite for the 
bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, 
hip, gets the party started, and 
keeps it moving all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will 
be treasured for a lifetime, so Siri-
co’s works with proven photogra-
phers and videographers who make 
sure special moments are captured. 
The beautiful gardens and active 
fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the 
mood and atmosphere, so color-co-
ordinate your event with an LED 
lighting package. It can match your 
wedding colors. Or, reach for the 
stars with specialized effects that 
include an image of a bright blue 

sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because 
Sirico’s party planner has your 
back. 

Your daughter’s party starts 
in the Entourage Room where the 
guest of honor can wait with friends 
before the introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the 
place where teens enjoy drinks that 
include virgin pina coladas, straw-
berry daiquiris, and frozen sensa-
tions.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun 
food, customize designed to taste. 
Among the offerings: taco stations, 
a mashed potato bar, and sliders. 
For dessert, there’s an ice cream 
sundae bar, candy tables, and Siri-
co’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-
house designs and decorations, tai-
lored to teens. Balloon center pieces 
are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls 
for unique needs, and Sirico’s ac-
commodates them all. Whether it’s 
an anniversary, retirement, Com-
munion, Confirmation, corporate 
event, or other special occasion, Sir-
ico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can 
accommodate up to 100, 200, and 300 
people. Valet parking and a park-
ing lot make it convenient for all 
guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.

between 80th and 81st streets in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.
siricos.net]. Open Tuesdays through 
Sundays, from 1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s

Rodent steals lady’s mail
BY COLIN MIXSON

Talk about a pack rat!
A Brooklyn exterminator solved the 

mystery of a Bedford-Stuyvesant wom-
an’s missing mail on July 13 when he 
discovered a rat’s nest containing two 
months’ worth of lost letters beneath 
his client’s brownstone’s stairs.

“She thought it was 
the post offi ce’s fault, 
and was complaining 
to them,” said rodent 
slayer James Molluso, 
of Northeastern Exter-
minating.

The extermina-
tor found some 35 un-
opened bills and other 
dispatches in the rat’s 
abode beneath the wom-
an’s home on Halsey 
Street near Bedford 

Avenue. The mail was easy pickings 
for the bewhiskered bandit that Mol-
luso dubbed “Mail Rat,” which would 
snatch it from the stairway’s landing, 
where a postal worker tossed letters 
instead of using the mailbox, he said.

Rats build their nests with all sorts 
of household objects, said Molluso, who 

has found such random 
junk as baby toys and pill 
bottles in vermins’ pads.

“It wasn’t a surprise 
to me, you see all kinds 
of stuff,” he said. “Pretty 
much anything they fi nd.”

The rat, unfortunately, 
paid the ultimate price 
for its crime, as Molluso 
laid bait traps that he said 
would kill it in days.

The exterminator’s cli-
ent declined to comment.

BY COLIN MIXSON
This plan is a bunch of garbage.

The city is spending millions of dol-
lars to keep rats in Bushwick and Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant away from the tasty 
trash they feed on by installing new 
rodent-resistant rubbish bins and in-
creasing garbage pickups, two tactics 
that local exterminators said will go a 
long way in vanquishing the vermin.

“The big thing about controlling 
rats is eliminating foods sources 
and places where they can shelter,” 
said Walid Smith, owner of Bedford-
Stuyvesant–based A-List Extermina-
tor. “Managing trash is a big step in 
the right direction.”

Mayor DeBlasio announced the 
city’s $32-million rat-reduction plan, 
which aims to reduce the rodent popu-
lation in select neighborhoods across 
the fi ve boroughs by 70 percent, at a 
July 12 press conference. Bushwick 
and Bedford-Stuyvesant are included 
because residents of the densely-
packed nabes produce enough garbage 
to cause persistent infestations, said a 
Department of Health rep.

And the continuing development in 
Bushwick has led to an uptick in ro-
dent-related complaints, said Commu-
nity Board 4’s Chairwoman, because 
rats tend to invade homes when con-
struction displaces them from theirs.  

“Given the increase in construc-
tion in the neighborhood, the rat popu-
lation has inevitably grown, leading to 
more complaints and general quality 
of life concerns,” said Julie Dent.

The mayor’s scheme calls for re-
placing most of the city’s current 
wire wastebaskets with steel rubbish 
bins or solar-powered compactors 
with mailbox-style lids. It also will 
increase pickups of trash from resi-
dential buildings and public bins in 

targeted neighborhoods starting in 
August, and continue already-in-place 
daily rubbish removal from all parks 
in those nabes.

And, as part of the plan, city hous-
ing complexes with dirt-fl oor base-
ments will have new concrete fl ooring 
installed to prevent rats from burrow-
ing into the buildings.

Hizzoner said he will crackdown 
on residential building owners in the 
scheme by introducing legislation that 
cuts the amount of time they can leave 
trash on the sidewalk. The law would 
require landlords of properties with 
10 or more units to place garbage curb-
side after 4 am on collection days, in-
stead of after 4 pm the day before it’s 
collected as currently allowed, limit-
ing rodents’ ability to feast on the fes-
tering rubbish.

Experts critical of the mayor’s plan 
said it does not go far enough, and that 
nothing short of daily, borough-wide 
trash removal will relieve Brooklyn of 
its furry freeloaders.

“There’s too much garbage and not 
enough pickup,” said James Molluso 
of Marine Park’s Northeastern Exter-
minating. “The city needs to do some 
sort of 24-hour garbage pickup for this 
to work.”

City targets rats
Spends millions on trash cans, rubbish removal 

THE ENEMY: Relatives of this rodent, which 
was photographed outside a Brooklyn sub-
way station, are targets of the city’s $32-mil-
lion plan. Associated Press / Julie Jacobson

CRIME SCENE: An extermi-
nator found this rat’s nest 
containing 35 missing let-
ters. Photo by James Molluso
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CITY

Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions
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Prepare for your 
career at City Tech  

(Architectural  
Tech / Emerging  

Media Tech /  
Entertainment— 
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Sound Design / 
Communication 

Design—App & Web  
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Graphics & Animation / 
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JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

Follow our social media for daily deals! EBTOpen 24/7 • Pickup or Delivery Mon-Fri • 6502 Fort Hamilton Pkwy • 718-748-8340

While supplies last. Not responsible for typographical errors.

SPECIAL!

Sweet Fresh
Blueberries

$$55forfor22
Full Pints

Red River
Seedless
Watermelon lb.lb.

¢¢3535
Whole Only

SWEET DEAL!

7/19 7AM - 7/24 7PM
19

Wed
20
Thu

21
Fri

22
Sat

23
Sun

24
Mon

SALE STARTS

FRESH!

Drip N Honey
Mangoes

Box of 12

$$499499
For Your Bar-B-Q
Portabello 
Mushrooms

$$269269
lb.lb.

Candy Sweet
Grape Tomatoes

$$44forfor55
Pints

Sweet Ripe
Plantains

$$33forfor11

Bragg’s
Apple Cider
Vinegar

$$299299
ea.ea.

16 oz

Northwestern
Black Bing Cherries

$$139139
lb.lb.

Extra Fancy
Green Squash

lb.lb.

¢¢5959
Farm Fresh
Escarole & Chickory

lb.lb.

¢¢5959

Yogurt
Yo Crunch

6 oz

$$22forfor44
U D

Chocolate Hazelnut
Spread

Nutella

13 oz

$$299299
U D

California
Romaine Hearts

Jumbo Package

6 pack

$$199199

BelGioioso
Mozzarella

$$399399
16 oz

Entenmann’s
Full Line

$$299299
Assorted
U D
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At Kearny Bank the numbers 
add up…for you.

  With 
some brokerage 

����� ��	� 
����� ����� 
0.05% or less there isn’t much to add. 
If your money market account is barely 
adding anything to your balance, come 
to Kearny Bank. We’ll put your cash to 
work in our competitive Tiered Money 
Market Plus Account and you can 
watch the returns grow.

With
some brokerage 

����� ��	� 
����� �����

Our Numbers Add Up

Do Yours?

 Money Market Plus

Mon n

1.00%

1.00%
1.00%

1.00%

$100,000 - $199,999

Interest Rate

APY*

Plus

1.50%

1.51%

$1,000,000 - $2,000,000

1.50%

1.51%Interest Rate

APY*

Market P
ney Mark P
n y

P

1.25%

1.26%

$200,000 - $999,999

1.25%

1.26%Interest Rate

APY*

BROOKLYN OFFICE: 
689 Fifth Avenue

718-768-4800
kearnybank.com

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APYs in effect as of 2/21/17 and subject to change without notice. Minimum daily balance of $100,000 is 
required to earn interest and avoid a monthly service fee of $25. Interest is not earned on balances up to $99,999. Fees could reduce 
earnings. Transaction limitations apply. Deposit limits may apply. Accounts earn a blended rate on the tier requirements. New money only. 
New money means funds that are not on deposit with Kearny Bank. One account per depositor. See an account representative for details.

Now Open to
COMMERCIAL
ACCOUNTS!

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
These vendors are in the business of 
love.

Dozens of merchants along Myrtle 
Avenue are pacifying the corridor by 
displaying signs that read “Hate Has 
No Business Here” in their shops’ 
windows as part of a campaign to 
unite Fort Greene–area businesses 
against intolerance that shopkeepers 
said arose in the aftermath of Donald 
Trump’s election as President.

“It seemed like someone popped 
open a bottle of hate after the elec-
tion, and people felt the need to ver-
balize anything they thought,” said 
Kym Rodgers, owner of The Brooklyn 
Sweet Spot at 366 Myrtle Ave. between 
Adelphi Street and Clermont Avenue. 
“Peace needed a voice at that point, and 
people wondering if my shop wasn’t 
welcome to them because of how they 
look or speak needed to know that it is 
absolutely a safe space.”

Rodgers’s pastry shop is one of 
many establishments promoting the 
anti-hate campaign, which was orga-
nized by the Myrtle Avenue Brook-
lyn Partnership — a group that works 
with small businesses located on the 
street — and launched on July 4. The 
idea for it came from a neighborhood 
shopkeeper, who brought it to the part-
nership in February after the owner of 
another area store was the target of an 
online hate message.

“There were activists doing differ-
ent things such as holding fund-rais-
ers and hanging signs in their win-
dows, but I felt we’d be stronger if we 
were on the same page,” said creator 
Amanda Neville, proprietor of wine 
shop Tipsy at 584 Myrtle Ave. between 
Emerson Place and Classon Avenue. 
“That way we’d be more united, and 
have more of an impact.”

Neville worked with a graphic de-
signer to create the movement’s of-
fi cial image, a likeness of the Ameri-
can fl ag with a heart taking the place 
of the 50 stars, which is displayed next 
to translations of the motto in vari-

ous languages on signs that hang in 
the windows of all participating busi-
nesses. The posters show members of 
the area’s diverse community that the 
owners of their favorite stores stand 
with them, she said.

“Many of our community members 
are minorities or immigrants, and 
some fall in both groups, so we wanted 
to show them these are safe spaces, 
and that we’re not just going to ignore 
intolerance,” Neville said. “We’re en-
gaged, and we have decided to be pro-
active in a positive way.”

The activist and entrepreneur said 
other neighborhoods’ business im-
provement groups already have recog-
nized the campaign and are working 
to bring it to their areas, and that she 
hopes the movement’s inclusive mes-
sage will spread among merchants 
outside of New York City, too.

ALL ARE WELCOME: Amanda Neville, owner 
of Tipsy at 584 Myrtle Ave., created the 
“Hate Has No Business Here” campaign to 
unite local merchants against intolerance.

Trumping hate
Area shopkeepers promote inclusivity
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TURN YOUR POWER ON
A Natural Approach To Living

Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Healthy & Pain Free
In the care of Dr. Vincent Adamo... 

WELCOME MTA, VERIZON, PORT AUTHORITY EMPLOYEES

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
Sliding scale fees for uninsured patients

All Major CC

 BACK PAIN 
 NECK PAIN 
 FOOT, KNEE, HAND, 

   SHOULDER PAIN
 HEADACHES 
 SCOLIOSIS 
 DIABETES 
 FIBROMYALGIA
 ADD/ ADHD/ AUTISTIC DISORDER 
 SPORTS INJURIES
 NUTRITION &  LIFESTYLE 

   EDUCATION 

FREE 
NUTRITION AND LIFESTYLE

EDUCATION CLASSES

JOIN US FOR OUR

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

BY COLIN MIXSON
Don’t call it a catwalk!

Canine and couture lovers 
hit Park Slope on July 15 to 
watch primped pooches take 
the runway at a local bar’s 
pup-ular dog fashion show, 
which organizers said was an 
unforgettable mix of camara-
derie and costumes.

“My jaw still hurts from 
smiling,” said Freddy’s Bar 
co-owner Donald O’Finn. 
“You put dogs and beer to-
gether with food and live mu-
sic — I don’t think anything 
is better.”

No less than 48 four-legged 

models strutted their stuff at 
the bar on Fifth Avenue be-
tween 17th and 18th streets 
as part of its fourth-annual 
Doggy Fashion Show, which 
attendees said was bigger and 
better than ever this year.

“It was amazing,” said 
Erik Satre, whose poodle-mix 
Harley modeled a glittering 
pride-inspired getup. “More 
dogs, more costumes, more 
fun — and better prizes!”

The competition’s judges 
— not restricted to deliberat-
ing on typical categories like 
best swimsuit or talent — are 
free to give pooches prizes for 

any reason they choose, ac-
cording to O’Finn, who said 
this year an award for “Best 
Catholic” was created to rec-
ognize a French Bulldog’s re-
splendent papal regalia.

“The dogs are so spectacu-
lar that we really try to base 
the winners on what we have 
in front of us,” he said.

Some owners begin plan-
ning for the event months in 
advance, but one Park Slope 
resident who dressed her 
golden-doodle, Moose, as a 
doctor said she waited until 
the 11th-hour to put together 
the getup.

“I’ll be honest, it was very 
last minute,” said Kate Getze-
wich.

But Getzewich, an emer-
gency room physician who 
said she frantically grabbed 
hospital paraphernalia for 
her pup’s costume mere hours 

before the event, planned well 
in a pinch, and Moose earned 
a “Best in Show” award for 
her impressive, if a bit clini-
cal, look.

“It was great,” Getzewich 
said. “Although next year, 
we’ll have to step it up.”

Mutts strut their stuff
COSTUMED CANINES: (From left) Shaggy modeled a sporty look perfect 
for pups on the go. Poodle-mix Harley wore a pride-themed outfi t featur-
ing a rainbow hat and matching skirt with purple shades. Golden-doodle 
Moose won a “Best in Show” trophy for her doctor’s uniform, which she 
promptly removed after the July 15 show.  Photos by Jason Speakman
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Bike bandit
A thief rode off with a woman’s 

bicycle she parked on Fifth Avenue 
on July 2.

The victim said she locked her 
bike to a rack between 11th and 12th 
streets at 2:45 pm, and returned 15 
minutes later to fi nd it gone.

Scratch that
Cops are hunting a 33-year-old 

woman wanted for attacking a man 
inside a Third Avenue residential 
building on July 1.

The victim told police he was ar-
guing with the suspect in the build-
ing between Wyckoff and Baltic 
streets at 6:13 pm when the woman 
went ballistic, and began scratch-
ing and kicking him.

Broken window
Some jerk broke a window of a 

74-year-old woman’s Fourth Street 
home on June 30.

The victim told police she was 
watching television at her apart-
ment between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues at 3 pm, when a large crack 
sounded in the room and she discov-
ered a small hole in her window. 

The woman was unable to fi nd 
the object that was hurled through 
her window, cops said.

Cracked
A goon threw a rock through the 

window of an old lady’s 2002 Lexus 
on First Street on July 5.

The victim, 79, told police she was 
sleeping at 8 am when the baddie 
hurled a rock through the window 
of her car parked between Seventh 
and Eighth avenues, shattering it.

Sharp words
Cops busted a man for allegedly 

threatening to kill a 23-year-old 
woman and her daughter inside a 
Wyckoff Street residential complex 
on July 7.

The victim told police she was 
arguing with the suspect in the 
building between Nevins Street and 
Third Avenue at 3:30 pm when the 
suspect grabbed a knife and said he 
would slit her and her daughter’s 
throats.

The suspect, who is mentally ill, 
was arrested two days later, cops 
said. — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Late-night visitor 
Cops are hunting for a creep who 

broke into a woman’s Carroll Street 
apartment on July 14 and stole her 
laptop as she was sleeping.

The woman had been snoozing 
in her residence by Clinton Street 
around 3:10 am when she was awo-
ken by the bedroom door opening. 
She saw a man, yelled “Get out!” 
and he fl ed, but not before taking 
her MacBook Air laptop, according 
to a report. 

Clipped 
Cops cuffed a guy who they say 

tried to steal beauty products from a 
Smith Street store on July 17.

The suspect lifted a manicure kit 
and toe clipper from the drugstore 
by Warren Street at noon, accord-
ing to a report.

Raced away 
A thief stole two laptops from 

a booth inside a car race on Imlay 
Street sometime overnight on July 
16.

The victim told police he had 
locked up his MacBooks in a booth 
by Pioneer Street, but left the key in 
the lock. He returned the next day 
at 7 am to fi nd they had been taken, 
authorities said.

Food truck folly 
Police are searching for a punk 

who smashed a car’s window and 
stole an iPad mini from inside while 
its owner and his family went to 
grab food on Bay Street on July 16. 

The victim parked his car be-
tween Henry and Clinton streets to 
get lunch from a food truck at 12:25 
pm, police said. 

Upon returning, he found his 
back window had been smashed and 
the Apple tablet had been snatched, 
according to a report.

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Laundry loot
A burglar broke into a Washing-

ton Avenue apartment building and 
stole its laundry card machine on 
July 12.

The sneak entered by breaking 
the basement door of the residence 
near Greene Avenue around 1:53 am 
and ripped the machine — contain-
ing an unknown amount of cash 
— off the wall. The thief then fl ed 

through the same door, hopped on a 
Citi Bike, and rode off, surveillance 
video shows. 

Bus bash 
Two punks wearing bandannas 

over their faces robbed a guy wait-
ing for the bus at knifepoint on Fleet 
Walk on July 10.

The victim told police he was 
waiting at the B54 bus stop near 
Myrtle Avenue at 1:20 am when he 
was approached by the bruisers, 
who had bandannas covering part 
of their faces. 

One of the baddies fl ashed a 
knife and took his backpack, while 
the other bandit acted as look out, a 
report said.

Bag blitz
A cab driver drove away with a 

woman’s bag as she popped into a 
fi sh market on Myrtle Avenue on 
July 12.

The lady had paid the livery taxi 
driver his fee and told him to wait 
while she went into the market be-
tween Clermont and Vanderbilt 
avenues. But when she exited the 
store, she discovered the snake had 
driven off with her bag containing 
her bank card, $180, and her driv-
er’s license. 

She told police the driver knew 
her bag was in the backseat because 
she had told him, a report said. 

Attacked 
Cops cuffed a guy who allegedly 

dragged a woman across the ground 
after stealing her phone and attack-
ing her on Cumberland Street on 
July 15. 

The 15-year-old suspect followed 
the woman as she was walking be-
tween DeKalb and Lafayette ave-
nues at 12:53 am, hissed, “Give me 
your phone,” and grabbed her arm, 
she told police. 

He then punched her in the face, 
snatched her phone from her hand, 
and pushed her to the ground, drag-
ging the woman by her pocketbook. 
The bag was strapped across the 
lady’s body, cutting her as she was 
pulled, according to a report. 

Slashed 
Police are searching for three 

brutes who they say cut a man on the 
side of the face with an unknown ob-
ject on Classon Avenue on July 13. 

The victim was walking towards 
Atlantic Avenue at 9:45 am when the 
trio approached him and cut him 
after knocking him around, he told 
authorities.  — Lauren Gill

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Sucker punch
A brute bashed a Good Samari-

tan from behind on Third Avenue 
on July 15.

The victim told police he was 
trying to help someone who was in a 
fi ght with others near 72nd Street at 
around 4 am when he was suddenly 
struck from behind. 

He left the fi ght and went home, 
only to later check into Lutheran 
Medical Center a few hours later to 
get fi ve stitches to his upper lip, po-
lice said. 

The victim couldn’t offer a de-
scription of his attacker since he 
was struck from behind, according 
to the police report.

Stolen bases
A thief with an eye for collector’s 

items stole $27,000 worth of signed 
baseballs from a truck parked in 
a Fifth Avenue parking lot on July 
12.

Authorities reported that the 
crook broke into the vehicle near 
85th Street and lifted two auto-
graphed baseballs — a Babe Ruth 
one valued at $25,000 and a Ted Wil-
liams ball estimated at $2,000. 

Jewelry jacking
Police arrested a man who they 

say broke into an Ovington Avenue 
home on July 10 and stole jewelry.

The man got in through the base-
ment door near Stewart Avenue at 
around 7:30 pm and yanked a gold 
chain, Tiffany earrings, and a Da-
vid Yurman necklace and bracelet 
while the victim was out running 
errands, according to cops.

Minivan mistake
A car thief made off with a white 

minivan parked on Fort Hamiton 
Parkway on July 10, police said.

The crook stepped into an unat-
tended white 2008 Toyota Sienna 
left near 70th Street at around 7:30 
pm, cops said. 

The car had its keys in the igni-
tion and windows rolled down, al-
lowing the robber to speed off with 
it just as the owner returned, police 
reported. 

Offi cers couldn’t locate the mini-
van after canvassing the area. 

— Jackson Chen

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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Back and neck pain make 
the simplest tasks nearly im-
possible.   

You may be unable to 
walk, bend, work, or drive as 
turning your head to see the 
car behind you — a function 
we barely even think about 
under normal conditions — 
is not possible. This kind of 
debilitating pain impacts the 
quality of life. 

It may be that you’ve tried 
to get help. You may have al-
ready seen doctors for tra-
ditional medical and chiro-
practic care, without results. 
Perhaps it appears the only 
possibility is surgery. 

But this is not your only 
option. 

Dr. James DiGiuseppi DC 
of the Spine and Disc Center 
of Brooklyn has been treat-
ing patients with these condi-
tions for more than 35 years, 
reinstating their quality of 
life through nonsurgical treat-
ment. No spinal injections or 
drugs are involved. Instead, he 
utilizes decompression ther-

apy, a leading non-surgical, 
alternative treatment for seri-
ous neck and low back pain. 

“This gentle treatment 
method has been shown to 
greatly reduce or eliminate 
back and neck pain,” says  
Dr. DiGiuseppi. “It has helped 

people who are at the end of 
their rope.”

Decompression therapy ef-
fectively treats disabling low 
back, neck, and radiating leg 
and arm pain by reducing the 
pressure on spinal nerves, 
discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, effective, 
and amazing pain relief that 
enables most patients to re-
turn to a more active lifestyle,” 
says the doctor. “There is a 
95% success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop this 
procedure was conducted by 
prominent physicians, en-
gineers, and technicians at 
major teaching hospitals, 
says Dr. DiGiuseppi, who is 
trained in these methods. 
The certification course was 
designed by the leading ex-
pert in spinal decompression, 
Dr. Jay Kennedy, D.C., who 
taught doctors worldwide and 
treated thousands of patients 
using a variety of decompres-
sion systems. To gain certifi-
cation involves more than 40 
hours of instruction, includ-
ing hands-on training ses-
sions, followed by certifica-
tion examinations.  

“We are pleased that we 
can serve our patients and 
others in the community 
with advanced spinal de-
compression therapy,” says  
Dr. DiGiuseppi.

Decompression therapy 
begins with a series of ses-
sions that typically run three 
or four times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient is fully 
clothed, either face down, or 
face up, on the table. During 
each of these sessions, electri-
cal muscle stimulation, ultra-
sound, or therapeutic laser 
may be applied to help relax 
muscles and promote further 
healing of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, patients 
may be asked to complete spe-
cific exercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal steno-
sis, bulging, herniated, and 
degenerative discs, pinched 
nerves, and sciatica have 
found relief through this 
method. 

Spine and Disc 
Center of Brook-
lyn 8214 - 13th Av-
enue 11228 in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 833–
3327. www.Spineand-
DiscCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY
Get relief now for back pain at Spine and Disc Center

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
Call it a creative union.

Thousands of art enthu-
siasts packed Fort Greene’s 
Commodore Barry Park this 
month for the 46th Interna-
tional African Arts Festival, 
an annual event that draws 
crowds each year with its 
showcase of artistry and mu-
sic from the African Diaspora, 
according to attendees.

“I’m a big fan and have 
been coming for years,” said 
Karain Water, an artist and 
jewelry-maker who began at-
tending the fest in the early 
’90s.

The artisan and a friend 
sold baubles and artwork at 

the four-day event, in addi-
tion to inking guests with tem-
porary tattoos. Some of their 
wares were created by her gal 
pal’s kids, who made their own 
crafts for the occasion, accord-
ing to the artist. 

“They are up-and-coming 
artists,” she said. “They sold 
jewelry made out of pipe clean-
ers, and post cards that they 
drew.” 

The festival’s family atmo-
sphere made it a great place for 
creative youngsters to learn 
more about the art on display, 
according to Water.

“I grew up going to this fes-
tival, and we bring our kids 
because they are the next art 

generation that will keep it go-
ing,” she said.

Fest-goers who rocked to 
the beat of reggae musicians 
British Dependency, Gary 
Nesta Pine and the Love Gen-
eration Band, and Denroy 
Morgan at the event, which ran 
from July 1 to 4, said the tunes 
provided a perfect soundtrack 
to a party that feels more like 
a family reunion. 

“There were so many good 
performances this year. I re-
ally enjoyed the music,” said 
Taeesha Muhammad. “I’ve 
been coming to the festival 
since I was child. It’s like a re-
union sometimes, because I 
know many of the people.”

Fest brings African art to Bklyn 

ART LOVERS: (From left) Artist Karain Water, right, and Assata Alexan-
der smile for the camera at the event. Anguillan band British Depen-
dency was one of the many musical acts to perform at the celebration. 
Elyssa Nicole shows off a fan from her store Diaspora Africa. 
 Photos by Jason Speakman
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Special 3 Course 
Dinner Menu

$2995 per person
Music : Thurs. – Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

 

Parties welcome for all occasions
718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Complete 
Dinner
$4200

Plus Tax & gratuity

Reservations Suggested
718-989-8952

7717 3rd Ave., Brooklyn NY, 11209 GreenhouseCafe.com

Entrées
Roast Rack Of Pork With Apple Brandy Glaze

Burger Deluxe Bacon, Choice of Cheese, Onion Rings Fresh Cut Fries

Boneless Chicken Breast Parmigiana or Francaise

French Cut Chicken Breast, Fresh Herbs & Lemon, Over Broccoli Rabe

Shrimp Scampi Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic, Butter  
Salmon Filet Cold Water Farm Raised, Broiled or Grilled 

Chicken Saltimbocca, Prosciutto Wine, Mushrooms, Fresh Mozzarella, Spinach

Penne Ala Vodka With Grilled Chicken or Shrimp 

Balsamic Glaze Chicken Kabobs, Garden Vegetable. Served Over Cous Cous

Rack Of Lamb Grilled Dijon Crusted 

Roasted Long Island Duck Orange or Strawberry Sauce 

Broiled Tilapia Oreganata Topped with Seasoned Panko

Seafood Languini, Clams, Mussels, Calamari & Shrimp, White & Red Sauce

All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables 

CELEBRATE

New York City
Restaurant Week

COMPLETE DINNER MENU

 Desserts
   Chocolate Mousse Pie
   Chocolate Cheesecake
   Cheesecake Tiramisu
   Apple Strudel
   Ice Cream Sundae

Filet Mignon 10 oz Cut - $10 Extra 
Seasoned and Grilled

Lobster Tails - $10 Extra
Twin 5oz Served With Drawn Butter 

Surf N’ Turf - $15 Extra 
10oz Filet Mignon, 5 oz Lobster Tail With Drawn Butter

Appetizers
 Zuppa De Mussels 

French Onion Soup 

Eggplant Rolletini

 Soup Du Jour 
Grand Caesar Salad 
House Salad

 Fried Calamari 
Baked Clams 
Shrimp Cocktail

COMPLIMENTARY CHOICE OF

Coffee or Tea

SUMMER MENU
OUT NOW

Booking Holiday Parties Now

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

 
 

Sunday hours are 2-8 Closed Monday 

SUMMER DINING
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BY LAUREN GILL
This case’s outcome goes far beyond 
the green space’s confi nes.

A judge’s ruling on whether Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s keepers are violating 
an agreement that restricts how much 
private development can be built in 
the park could affect meadows across 
America, park advocates said.

“This will certainly have city-wide 
and country-wide implications,” said 
Geoffrey Croft, who heads watchdog 
group NYC Parks Advocates and runs 
the blog  A Walk in the Park . “If the 
judge rules in their favor, it would in-
centivize future development.”

An ongoing case between park hon-
chos and civic group the Brooklyn 
Heights Association in Manhattan Su-
preme Court will determine whether 
developers can build two residen-
tial towers planned for Pier 6. Justice 
Lucy Billings’s ruling will hinge on 
her decisions on whether  park heads 
are breaching a document that states 
they can only build as much housing 
as needed to pay for maintaining the 
meadow , and whether that document 
is legally binding in the fi rst place.

Activists allege the park is fl ush 
with cash and doesn’t need to build 15- 
and 28-story towers at the foot of Atlan-
tic Avenue, but park offi cials say they 
need the money from the high-rises 
to pay for upkeep of the wooden piles 
holding the pier up over the East River, 

which are being devoured by wood-eat-
ing crustaceans called marine borers.

The way Billings interprets the 
 2006 General Project Plan  will deter-
mine whether more housing can be 
built in the future — regardless of fi -
nancial need — and set examples for 
other park builders, according  to ac-
tivists.

Billings questioned whether the 
document was legally binding during 
a standing-room-only June court ap-
pearance, pointing out the language 
“intention to only build what is nec-
essary” walked a fi ne legal line. The 
Heights Association’s attorney, Rich-
ard Ziegler, however, argued the docu-
ment’s context and purpose, of laying 
out the park’s goals, made it binding. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park was paid for 
by city and state funds, but its upkeep 
is fi nanced by private development in 
the form of property taxes on the resi-
dential, retail, and offi ce spaces inside 
of it, which go directly into park cof-
fers. 

Critics of the funding structure 
argue that privatizing public space is 
messy because politicians’ schmoozy 
relationships with profi t-hungry de-
velopers subject the meadow to greed 
instead of public interest. In fact, state 
Sen. Daniel Squadron (D–Boerum 
Hill) — who opposes housing in the 
park —  raked in more than $65,000 

TO RISE OR NOT TO RISE: A judge’s decision on the fate of these two towers planned for 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 could affect green spaces nationwide, park advocates said.

Activists: Pier 6 
case will change 
parks paradigm

Continued on page 13
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TRANSPORTATION

2 R

Brooklyn Borough Hall is ADA-accessible and breastfeeding-friendly

BUSES: B25, B26, B38, B41, B52, and B103

1:00 PM
KICKOFF OF UNITY PARADE OF FLAGS

(FULTON MALL)

2:00 PM
CULTURAL PERFORMANCES

(COLUMBUS PARK MAIN STAGE)
 

3:00 PM
BROOKLYN FUSION:

A CULTURAL CONVERSATION
(COLUMBUS PARK MAIN STAGE)

 
PLUS:

THE NEW GLOBAL VILLAGE
A TASTE OF ETHNIC CUISINE

head of the community 
group responsible for 
mediating between lo-
cals and park offi cials.

“A lot of people don’t 
feel it’s ‘public’ because 
there’s so much residen-
tial real estate there,” 
said Peter LaBonte, pres-
ident of the Community 
Advisory Group, a panel 
that Squadron set up 
as part of his 2011 deal. 
“They feel as though 
they’re in people’s yard.”

Back in court
The case between 

park honchos and the 

Brooklyn Heights Asso-
ciation was scheduled 
to return to Billings’s 
courtroom July 18, when 
lawyers for the civic 
group were expected to 
argue that she stop con-
struction on the tow-
ers —  which developers 
RAL Development Ser-
vices and Oliver’s Re-
alty Group fi led plans to 
begin on July 19  — until 
she makes her decision. 

But it was postponed 
to a yet-to-be-determined 
date, and an emergency 
hearing was set for July 
20 so the judge could de-

cide whether develop-
ers can proceed with the 
ground-breaking, which 
includes hammering 400 
steel beams into the dirt.

The litigants’ next ar-
guments are expected to 
be their last before Bill-
ings makes her judg-
ment, which could come 
weeks or even months 
after the fi nal cases are 
made. The stakes are 
high, Croft said, before 
admitting that the past 
has taught him not to get 
his hopes up.

“When judges make 
rulings, the next court 

looks upon them,” he 
said. “It’s important this 
is struck down, but our 
experience is that often 
the public is not served 
by these decisions.”

Brooklyn Bridge Park 
offi cials refused to com-
ment on the case, instead 
offering a statement that 
development at Pier 6 is 
necessary to fund the 
greensward. 

Reps for the Brooklyn 
Heights Association did 
not return a request for 
comment, and Ziegler, 
the civic group’s attorney, 
declined to comment.

from supporters of it  for 
his 2013 Public Advocate 
bid after giving up his 
veto power over develop-
ment at Pier 6 and One 
John Street, according 
to Campaign Finance 
Board records.

And none of Brook-
lyn Bridge Park is desig-
nated parkland protected 
by the state, making the 
meadow nothing more 
than a high-end develop-
ment with a fancy front 
yard, according to Croft. 

“This is not a park, 
it’s a development cor-
poration. The name says 
it all,” he said, referring 
to the greensward offi -
cially known as  Brook-
lyn Bridge Park Devel-
opment Corporation . 
“We don’t ask the public 
to buy fi re engines and 
renovate police stations, 
but we allow these type 
of ridiculous funding 
schemes to infi ltrate our 
parks.”

There is so much gray 
area in the public-private 
relationship, Croft said, 
that a ruling in favor of 
park honchos could give 
them the permission 
they need to build more 
if funds dry up in the fu-
ture.

“When the piers de-
teriorate in a couple de-
cades, it will be very 
costly and it is not un-
fathomable to think they 
would say, ‘Look we need 
another $100 million,’ ” 
he said.  

James Yolles, a rep for 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
said offi cials are not 
planning to build more 
high-rises besides those 
at Pier 6, answering an 
e-mail that questioned 
whether they will erect 
additional towers if the 
judge rules in their favor 
with “No.”

But honchos have re-
versed their decision 
on the subject in the 
past. They  originally 
planned for 740 units in 
the meadow , but then 
decided those would not 
generate enough money, 
and  added the Pier 6 tow-
ers to the park’s planned 
housing in February 
2005 . Offi cials then in-
creased the total housing 
to roughly 1,120 units, 
based on information 
from a 2005 Environmen-
tal Impact Statement on 
how development would 
affect the area.

If the two towers are 
allowed to rise, the park 
will have a total of 849 
units spread out among 
its developments at One 
John Street, One Brook-
lyn Bridge, Pierhouse, 
and Pier 6.

Locals refuse to be-
lieve park offi cials will 
stop building if Pier 6 
is allowed to proceed, 
though, saying they have 
learned from the past.

“In terms of their 
promises, everything 
is broken,” said Judi 
Francis, president of the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Defense Fund. “There 
is nothing any of these 
people have ever said to 
demonstrate they believe 
parks are important.”

Model year
Other cities with un-

used waterfront space 
are exploring similar 
models that mix devel-
opment with parkland. 
A Boston land conserva-
tion group wants to build 
a massive park along the 
city’s harbor and hired 
Michael Van Valken-
burgh Associates — 
which designed Brook-
lyn Bridge Park — for 
the project. But the or-
ganization can’t foot the 
entire bill, and is looking 
to partner with develop-
ers to fund it,  the Boston 
Globe reported .

And in San Fran-
cisco, offi cials are plan-
ning to transform an old 
gravel yard into  a huge 
mixed-use development  
with a waterfront park, 
housing, retail, and com-
mercial space.

Francis said offi -
cials in cities across the 
country will look to Jus-
tice Billings’s decision 
as a precedent for how 
much real estate can be 
crammed into public 
parks, arguing the out-
come will have huge con-
sequences for meadows.

“Every mayor across 
America will do the same 
thing if their words and 
promises mean noth-
ing, and if the real estate 
lobby takes over in priva-
tizing public land, there 
will never be another 
public park in America 
again,” she said.

Roughly 4.5 million 
people visited Brooklyn 
Bridge Park in 2016,  ac-
cording to greensward 
data . And park-goers 
have begun to notice too 
much glass where there 
should be grass, said the 

Continued from page 12 
PIER 6



COURIER LIFE, JULY 21–27, 201714    DT

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, 
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must also open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus or Premier account2 which 
provides you with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check 
deposit.

1 New personal Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective June 12, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full 
year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for 
the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between 
$25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.25% for daily balances over $100,000. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must 
maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum 
balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for 
more details. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Introducing Another Great Rate from Flushing Bank

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Maximum 
Money Market 1.25%

$25,000 minimum deposit

APY1

BY LAUREN GILL
This match is not love-love.

Tennis instructors without 
coaching permits are monopo-
lizing a pair of prime courts 
in a small Fort Greene park 
by using the taxpayer-funded 
hardtops to give lessons, ac-
cording to local players who 
said the profi t-seeking pros 
are wrecking their game.

“It’s a combination of eti-
quette on the courts, tying 
them up, and the principle 
that nobody should be making 
money off of them,” said Ga-
briele Schafer, a Fort Greene 
resident who plays at South 
Oxford Park with her husband 
fi ve times a week. “I’m tired 
of going there and getting my 
blood pressure up.”

The Parks Department 
awards permits for coaches to 
teach at certain green spaces 
across New York City, includ-
ing the larger Fort Greene 
Park and Brownsville Ten-
nis Center, that typically have 
more than four courts.

But South Oxford Park only 
has two — one for singles and 
one for doubles — and is not a 

designated coaching site, said 
agency rep Maeri Ferguson.

The park, unlike its bigger 
counterparts, does not have 
an attendant to make sure in-
structors do not hog the facili-
ties.

Sign-up sheets that allow 
players to reserve hour-long 
sessions are used instead, 
and coaches will arrive as 
early as 7 am in order to nab 
several slots at a time for les-
sons, which have monopolized 
the courts for as many as six 
hours a day for the past three 
years, according to Schafer.

And even when she is able to 
play, the local said she shares 
the facilities with teachers 
and pupils who whack around 
30 balls back-and-forth be-
tween them, violating a Parks 
Department rule that prohib-
its more than six on a court at 
a time.

“You spend half the time 
knocking their students’ balls 
back,” said Schafer. “There 
are rules and no one follows 
them.”

South Oxford Park’s hard-
tops are also two of the few in 

Brooklyn where people can 
get away with playing without 
a permit, which costs $100.

And Schafer, who owns 
one, said the greedy coaches 
prohibit people who can’t af-
ford a pass from using the 
courts.

“They need to stay demo-
cratic,” she said. “People take 
advantage of the system.”

One coach who teaches on 
the courts admitted to break-
ing the rules, but said his fel-
low instructors do, too, and 
that he’s hardly the worst of-
fender.

“Other people are doing 
a lot more hours there than I 
am,” said Melvin Swanson.

Swanson declined to name 
any peers, but at least one 
other man was spotted teach-
ing youngsters on a visit to the 
site last week.

Schafer demanded the 
parks department address the 
situation, and provided the 
agency with documentation 
showing instructors’ abuse 
of court policies, but said 
meadow honchos told her that 
enforcing the rules is diffi cult 

because violations like these 
happen everywhere.

“The issue you described 
occurs at tennis facilities in 
every borough, and is a diffi -
cult one to address effectively, 
since offi cers must observe 
the violation when it occurs 
and confi rm that a fee is be-
ing charged,” said agency rep 

Deborah Zingale in a Septem-
ber 2016 e-mail.

The parks department re-
cently hung a sign outside the 
courts declaring only permit-
ted coaches could teach on 
them and, while lessons are 
still being given, Ferguson 
said offi cials are monitoring 
the situation.

The people’s courts

OUTSIDE THE LINE: Fort Greene residents Nick Fracaro and Gabriele 
Schafer are fed up with tennis coaches taking over the South Oxford Park 
courts.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Locals cry foul over unauthorized coaches hogging hardtops
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BENSONHURST

Standing O is sending out a big wel-
come to the newest member at Bishop 

Kearney High School, Renee Har-

tofelis. She will be heading the Fab 

Lab in the Math Department.
“It is with great pleasure that we 

announce that Mrs. Renee Hartofe-
lis will be joining Bishop Kearney as 
a member of the Math Department in 

the fall,” said Margaret Lacey-Ber-

man, head of the school. “I welcome 
Renee Hartofelis to the teaching staff 
at Bishop Kearney High School.”

Renee has a Bachelor of Science de-
gree from New York University and a 
Masters in Business Administration 
from St. John’s University.  

“Renee has the ability to facilitate 
instruction in a project based learning 
environment,” said Lacey-Berman. 
“This skill set will enable her to take 
full advantage of our new Fab Lab, 
which we believe will elevate instruc-
tion to new heights at Bishop Kear-
ney.”

Standing O also gives a rousing 
round of applause to alumna Donna 

Panteleo Murphy, class of ’78, who is 
a Bishop Kearney board member and 
global chief executive offi cer of Havas 

Health & You. 

At the June graduation, Donna 
shared her time at Bishop Kearney 
High School and said, “If  never get-
ting that RN degree, I would not be 
able to do my part to keep people out of 
the doctor’s offi ce.” 

Donna marshals some of her 4,000 
employees to promote the health of 
children globally.

The fi rm of  Havas Health & You 
is a leading a marketing organization 
numbering some 4,000 employees glob-
ally that handles marketing for both 
pharmaceutical companies and insur-
ers as well as consumer wellness com-
panies like FitBit and Weight Watch-

ers.
“It’s a continuum — it’s staying 

healthy,” Murphy said. 
In mid-June, Donna rallied more 

than 100 Havas Health & You agen-
cies to raise funds to furnish support 
for 100 kids living in poverty, through-

Fairfi eld-based Save the Children. 
“What better than to focus on chil-

dren that are healthy?” Murphy said.
In speaking to the students she 

shared a tip she learned on her very 
fi rst job when she was new at a McDon-
ald’s restaurant here.

“As I tell my two children, ‘When 
you think you are fi nished — do one 
more thing,’ ” Murphy said. “Never 
forget that no one — absolutely no one 
— gets anywhere in life without some-
one else’s help.”

Standing O says “Thank you, 
Donna Murphy, for all you do for chil-
dren, and welcome aboard to Renee 
Hartofelis, may all your triangles be 
equal.”  

Bishop Kearney High School [2202 
60th St. at Bay Parkway in Benson-

hurst, (718) 236–6363].

BOROUGH PARK 

Congrats to the vollies 
Maimonides Medical Center hon-

ored its student volunteers with a spe-
cial Recognition Ceremony and Break-
fast in May. Yes, the O is a bit behind, 
but better late than never. 

Opening remarks were presented 
by Kenneth Gibbs, president and 
chief executive offi cer at Maimonides; 
Dominick Stanzione, executive vice 
president and chief operating offi cer 
at the hospital; and added remarks by 
guest speakers Barbara Tremblay 
from Roy Campanella OTC; and John 

Dormer, director at Xaverian High 
School.

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BOROUGH WIDE

Move over the tassels and toss 
those mortar boards in the air for 
27 teens from Brooklyn and Queens 
who completed the Youth Empow-

erment Movement program at 
Federation of Protestant Welfare 

Agencies. 
The program teaches critical 

advocacy tools that empower our 
youth to become social justice advo-
cates.

Funded by Council Member Ma-

thieu Eugene (D–Crown Heights), 
the program also received support 
from Council Member Donovan 

Richards (D–Queens) this year, 
with a combined $10,000 in funding 
from both offi cials to sustain and 
enhance this program.

The program was launched in 
2016 and is designed to help youth 

defi ne their role in helping to shape 
and transform their communities.

Teens focused on trauma and ad-
vocacy, and a historical context for 
understanding social justice issues.

“I’m thrilled to support the Youth 
Empowerment Program for the sec-
ond year,” said Eugene, chairman of 
the Youth Services Committee.

“FPWA has a rich history of be-
ing on the front lines of advocacy,” 
added Richards, co-chairman of the 
Progressive Caucus. 

The Federation of Protestant 

Welfare Agencies is an anti-pov-
erty, policy, and advocacy nonprofi t 
with a membership network of 
nearly 200 human-service and faith-
based organizations. 

Federation of Protestant Wel-
fare Agencies [40 Broad St. at New 
Street in Manhattan, (212) 777-
4800].w

Welcome mat squared for teacher

Next generation of advocates

The volunteers hailed from local 
schools including Bishop Kearney 

High School; Brooklyn College 

Community Partnership; Brooklyn 

International High School; DYCD 

Work, Learn & Grow Program; 

El Puente Academy for Peace and 

Justice; Expeditionary Learning 

School for Community Leaders; 

FDR High School; International 

High School at Lafayette; Inter-

national High School at Prospect 

Heights; Magen David Yeshiva High 

School; New Dawn Charter High 

School; New Utrecht High School; 

Peter Rouget Middle School 88; 

Roy Campanella OTC; Sunset Park 

High School; The Brooklyn Studio 

Secondary School; Union Square 

Academy for Health Sciences; West 

Brooklyn Community High School; 

and Xavier High School.

Standing O says “Thank you to all 
the volunteers, you are truly the un-
sung heroes at the healing center.”

Maimonides Medical Center [4802 
10th Ave. at 49th Street in Borough 
Park, (718) 283–6000].

PARK SLOPE

Déjà vu
Welcome back to Park Slope’s 

oldest yoga studio. The Solar 

Yoga Ashram fi rst opened its 
doors in 1977, and after a nearly 
40-year absence, has reopened at 
the same location.

“The mission of Solar Yoga 
is and has always been to bring 
yoga, meditation, and vegetarian 
nutrition to the people of Park 
Slope and Brooklyn,” said Mindy, 
one of the original co-founders 
with her husband Arbey, who 
together led the effort to re-open 
Solar. “It’s really wonderful to 
reopen. I am excited to meet new 
and old friends and neighbors.” 

Yoga classes are donation 
based. Each class is comprised 
of a warm-up, a relaxation, and 
practice in hatha yoga postures. 
All are welcome. In addition to 
yoga, meditation as well as Ca-
poeira lessons are offered. Work-
shops, lectures, and discussions 
will be scheduled throughout the 
year and open to all. 

Standing O says, “It’s good to 
have you back.”

The Solar Yoga Ashram [373 
Ninth St. in Park Slope, (646) 
893–9359].

EMPOWERED: Graduating students from the Youth Empowerment Program — spon-
sored by Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies — celebrate their accomplish-
ment. Photo by Joshua Schwalbach-Scott
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July 10, was moved to 
July 28, giving neigh-
bors a full month to 
provide thoughts on 
how the Educational 
Construction Fund — 
the education depart-
ment’s development 
arm that allows com-
panies to bulldoze old 
schools and build lux-
ury high-rises in their 
place as long as the 
buildings include new 
classrooms — should 
conduct a study on how 
 Alloy Development’s 
74- and 38-story towers  
would affect the nabe. 

Plans for the high-
rises — which would 
hold 900 apartments 
and rise on a triangu-
lar lot bounded by Flat-
bush Avenue, Third Av-
enue, and State Street 
— include building a 
350-seat elementary 
school and moving the 
already on-site  Khalil 
Gibran International 
School  from its loca-
tion inside a crumbling 
Civil War-era building 
to a new facility.

The Educational 

Construction Fund 
will use comments it 
receives to determine 
how to conduct its En-
vironmental Impact 
Study, which residents 
at the June 28 hearing 
demanded expand from 
just 400 feet around 
the site’s perimeter to 
within a half-mile of 
it, in order to better ac-
count for the changes 
the high-rises will 
bring to a neighbor-
hood where several 
towers already have 
risen.

Neighbors opposed 
to the buildings say 
new development is an 
unfair trade for much-
needed infrastructure 
improvements, but 
Khalil Gibran’s princi-
pal pleaded for the com-
munity to support the 
project so his students 
can move into a func-
tional school. 

Locals can submit 
their comments to Jen-
nifer Maldonado, Edu-
cational Construction 
Fund, 30-30 Thomson 
Avenue, Fourth Floor, 
Long Island City, NY 
11101, or e-mail khal-
ilgibran80flatbush@
schools.nyc.gov.

“It’s a sneaky move,” said 
lawyer and activist also-ran 
John O’Hara.

As of July 17, Greenfi eld’s 
only challenger to register 
candidacy with the city, Da-
vid Mandel, had dropped 
out of the race, according to 
Campaign Finance Board 
spokesman William Fowler.

In a statement, Green-
fi eld, who is the chairman 
of the powerful Committee 
on Land Use, said he looks 
forward to serving impov-
erished New Yorkers in his 
new role as chief executive 
offi cer at the Metropolitan 
Council on Jewish Poverty, 
which boasts more than $53 
million in assets, according 
to guidestar.org.

“I was humbled to be 
asked by the lay-leadership to 
serve as its next leader, sub-
ject to government approval, 
and am excited about galva-
nizing this critically impor-
tant organization to serve 
our city’s neediest for years 
to come,” Greenfi eld’s state-
ment read. 

The councilman did not 
respond to requests for com-
ment regarding the timing 
of his announcement.

MORE TIME: Boerum Hill residents now have a month to send their comments to the 
city about the 74- and 38-story towers proposed to rise in their neighborhood. 
 Alloy Development

Continued from cover

TOWERS
Continued from cover 

GREENFIELD

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Tuesday at 2:00 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY TUESDAY AT 2:00PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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*

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

Beat the summer 

heat with our 

exclusive cooling 

mattresses and 

get a free

cooling bundle.

FREE COOLING

Luxury Pillows

FREE COOLING

Mattress Protector

FREE COOLING BUNDLE
**

UP TO A $379.97 VALUE

Cooling Bundle available with select mattress set purchases of $1999.99 and above. 
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NO CREDIT 
NEEDED
See store for details.

OR0%APR FOR 6 YEARS*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required.
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SLEEP COOL
       &Save

$63 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$449999

Total to Pay

$44 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$309999

Total to Pay

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets with applicable savings. Some models in select stores only.

LX640 LX670

ALL NEW!
A one-of-a-kind mattress with memory 

foam coils and topped with cooling memory 
foam. Hot nights are a thing of the past.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259999

Total to Pay

LX510



L VE YOUR MATTRESS GUARANTEETM*†*

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise that if you don’t love your new mattress, you can exchange or return it for your money back within 120 days.

BE COOL
   &Elevate

Blue Touch 1000 Cushion FirmBlue Touch 500 Plush

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$279899

Total to Pay

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259899

Total to Pay

Blue Touch 100 Firm

$35 Per Month**†

60 Months 
0% APR*

$209899

Total to Pay

IT’S ALL ABOUT 
THAT BASE!

An adjustable base is perfect for
binge-watching your favorite show

or reading a good book.

Prices refl ect queen mattress with L&P 100 queen adjustable. Some models in select stores only.



0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments 
required. *Off er valid 7/10/17-7/23/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in 
promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply 
to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the 
nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. **Mattress Firm Free Cooling Bundle Off er: Purchase select mattress sets at $1999.99 and 
above and receive a Free Cooling Bundle. Total Cooling Bundle value up to $379.97. Cooling Bundle includes 2 LuxLiving Cooling Pillows (up to $179.98 value) and a Cooling Mattress Protector (up to a $199.99 value). Cooling Bundle is not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address 7-14 business days from date of purchase. Cooling bundle has no cash value 
and cannot be combined with other off ers. Not valid toward mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 7/10/17-7/23/17 or while supplies last. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete 
details. †*Receive 1 free LuxLiving Hyperchill Cooling pillow (up to a $99.99 value) with mattress set purchases of $599.99-$1299.98 or receive 2 free LuxLiving Hyperchill Cooling pillows (up to a $199.98 value) with mattress set purchases of $1299.99-$1999.98.  Not valid on previous purchases. Free pillow off er has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers. See store for 
complete details. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 7/10/17-7/23/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. ***Back to School Promo: Off er valid 7/17/17-8/20/17. Receive special savings on select mattresses and accessories with valid school I.D. School I.D. applies to valid student, faculty, administrator, or staff  identifi cation card. Has no cash value. Not valid online or on 
previous purchases. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10% or your purchase is free if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special 
purchases, promotional items, door busters or discontinued merchandise. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) are excluded. See store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) 
within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect 
actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 7/10/17-7/23/17 or while 
supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

DON’T WAIT...OUR LOW PRICE IS GUARANTEED FOR 100 DAYS OR IT’S FREE††

Over 15
QUEEN

MATTRESSES
UNDER

$69999

PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS

$35999

$49999

PLUSH COOLING

QUEEN MATTRESS

2 FREE†*

Cooling Pillows
WITH SELECT PURCHASES.

UP TO

UP TO A $199.98 VALUE

COUPON

***

$42 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$299999 
Total to Pay

Prices refl ect queen fl at 
sets. Some models in 

select stores only.

Limited Time
An amazing deal every day.

Visit a store to fi nd out more.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

We’re collecting new school supplies to help local 
foster kids in your community get ready for the new 
school year. Bring your donation to a participating 
Mattress Firm or donate online. To learn more visit 

mattressfi rmfosterkids.org.

NOW – 
AUGUST 27th

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

MattressFirm Foster Kids   

A Program of the Ticket to Dream Foundation

MF42_NYC_WRAP_7.21_DAILYNEWS_4
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ou remember that kid 
who sat in the back row, 
kind of slumped over, 

who never seemed to be pay-
ing attention in class but still 
got As on most of the tests?

He sometimes bombed a 
pop quiz, but otherwise seemed 
luckier than his work ethic 
would have you believe.

 Well, it isn’t a perfect anal-
ogy, but Mayor DeBlasio is 
something like that student. 
He is knocked in the media for 
going to the gym in Brooklyn 
around 10 am each day and 
for his occasional progressive 
protest junkets like the recent 
one to Hamburg, but it’s hard 
to argue with some of his re-
sults thus far.

On the big stuff — public 
safety, education, and afford-
able housing — he’s followed 
through on his campaign 
promises and delivered more 
than most expected. But there 
have been some sloppy sub-
jects, too.

Listen up class, because 
here is the mayor’s first-term 
report card:

It’s very hard to argue with 
the results these first four 

years — murders are down 
from all-time lows and most 
categories of crime have gone 
down as well. What is remark-
able is that these impressive 
stats were accomplished while 
driving down so-called “stop-
and-frisks” by 93 percent! 
DeBlasio has essentially de-
bunked all those who thought 
the only way to keep crime low 
was to use aggressive tactics 
that became prevalent in the 
Bloomberg Administration. 

Universal pre-K has been a 
remarkable achievement that 
many have touted in the past, 
but until DeBlasio no one was 
able to execute. For that alone, 
his education legacy will be a 
strong one. However, it is the 
education from K–12 that has 
largely inched up with stron-
ger graduation rates (but 
lower standards) and essen-
tially static results on read-
ing and math tests. Carmen 
Farina was a safe choice for 
Chancellor and it will be inter-
esting to see if she decides to 
stay for the second term. Most 
experts think she will not, and 
her successor will be pivotal 
in cementing the mayor’s edu-
cation reforms.

The mayor has been 
proudly touting the pace of 
preserving and creating af-
fordable housing units but, 
alas, it is only a drop in the 
bucket. The mayor and his 
team get an “A” for effort, but a 
much lower grade for creativ-
ity. The real estate community 
has been pleasantly surprised 
at how friendly DeBlasio has 
been in general, but those who 

advocate for low income New 
Yorkers have loudly voiced 
their displeasure with the 
mayor. In a likely second term, 
the mayor has to be more bold 
on this and pick up the pace 
before the city becomes even 
more unaffordable for most 
people.

This has been the single 
biggest failure of this admin-
istration. Not only have the 
ranks of the homeless mush-
roomed, but the fact that 
homeless people seem ubiqui-
tous in the city now leads to a 
sense that quality of life is de-
teriorating. The mayor must 
take control here and figure 
out a more effective way to 
build transitional housing 
and to step up the pipeline of 
mentally ill homeless people 
to treatment rather than the 
streets. This will be the true 
test of the next term — if it gets 
much worse we will be seeing 
tabloid headlines reminding 
us of the disorder in the city 
in the pre-Giuliani era.

 

Yes, we know that the MTA 
is really controlled by the gov-

ernor, but the mayor still gets 
a bunch of appointees to the 
MTA board and has a bully 
pulpit to pressure Gov. Cuomo 
and the MTA to get things 
back on track. Not to mention 
the fact that the mayor could 
make larger capital contribu-
tions to the MTA budget to get 
those damn antiquated signals 
replaced before our grandchil-
dren’s time. If Cuomo and De-
Blasio don’t act rapidly here, 
they will both go down as fail-
ures while millions of strap-
hangers dread and curse their 
chaotic daily commute. I’m 
sorry, but a trolley in Brook-
lyn and Queens and a nice 
ferry system are mere distrac-
tions when the subway arter-
ies are afflicted with a fatal 
blockage.

Well, it looks like the mayor 
missed the Dean’s List again 
because of a few problem sub-
jects. Maybe he’ll work harder 
and smarter in his second 
term.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013. Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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Cashless tolling, designed to 

make commuting smoother, was 

rolled out on the Verrazano-Nar-

rows Bridge July 8  (“Verrazano-

Narrows Bridge no longer accept-

ing cash payments,” by Caroline 

Spivack, online July 13). The span 

joined six other city bridges that 

have eliminated toll booths as part 

of Gov. Cuomo’s cashless initia-

tive, and swapped singles for sen-

sors that scan and charge drivers 

through their license plates. Driv-

ers can zip across the bridge with-

out dealing with toll booths, toll 

barriers, or dedicated toll lanes. 

Instead, cameras and sensors sus-

pended over the highway will auto-

matically charge them by reading 

their license plates, and then mail-

ing a $17 bill per trip to the regis-

tered owner. Customers who dodge 

more than one overdue bill will be 

hit with a $100 fi ne. Speaking of 

fi ne, some of our readers were okay 

with the new technology, some not 

so much:

Will bills be sent to out-of-state li-
cense addresses? Can people who live 
in New York but have Pennsylvania 
plates have a New York E-ZPass? Per-
haps a higher out-of-state rate would 
help crack down on registration–in-
surance fraud. 

Twenty percent of my New York 
neighbors drive with out-of-state 
plates. Carlo Trigiani 

 from Brooklyn Heights

More cashless tolls = more motor-
ized vehicles = more traffi c speeds 
= more MTA revenue. Meanwhile, 
authoritarianism, bureaucracy, cor-
ruption, dysfunction, mismanage-
ment, under-investment and waste: 
Those are the things that I will say 
about Gov. Crony and his MTA, as 
well as Mayor de Crony and his DOT. 
 Pedro Valdez Rivera Jr. 

 from BS, BK, NY, US

Carlo, anyone can get an E-ZPass 
from any state that issues them. Be-
fore Massachusetts switched to E-
ZPass, several members of my fam-
ily had both a New York E-ZPass and 
the Massachusetts (“Fast Pass”?? I 

forget) transponder. What would be 
interesting is if they allow illegal–
fraudulent drivers to get the “com-
muter” discounts! You have to prove 
your home address. Can you give a 
Staten Island address, a North Caro-
lina plate number... and still get the 
Staten Island Bridges discount rate?! 
I really hope not. 

Also: I wish they would just start 
ticketing the out-of-state license 
plates. If they can prove they were 
“just visiting,” great. But it becomes 
harder to say that after the 10th ticket 
in 10 months — not to mention the 
Brooklyn car dealership labels make 
it all a little suspect, no?

But hey — nothing wrong with in-
surance fraud, right? 
 Tyler from pps

Where’s the receipt that’s re-
quired to be provided upon pur-
chase? It is unlawful not to provide a 
receipt. So who do we go to complain 
to if our own government is breaking 
the law?

And how does one keep track of 
this? I get it, it doesn’t matter. Just 
pay what we bill you or else. After 
all, you never had a say in govern-
ment other than to scream and yell 
about it.

The real question is why do we put 
up with a system where we surren-
der our power to a government? They 
are supposed to be working for us, to 
carry out the wishes of the people, not 
doing the thinking for us and taking 
away our right to think and decide 
for ourselves. Power to the people! 
 receipts? from NYC

It’s all anecdotal, but I am hear-
ing stories of people getting $50 fi nes 
from E-ZPass for not having the tran-
sponder registered to the correct li-
cense plates since cashless tolling 
was introduced. 
 Henry Ford from Bay Ridge

Good — they are supposed to 
match. The old system was transpon-
der only... now there are license plate 
readers with a computer trying to 
match what’s on fi le. Keep the fi nes 
pouring in!

(The rules aren’t hard to follow.) 
 Tyler from pps

I still had my E-ZPass registered 
to a car that’s long gone, until the fi rst 
time I went through the cashless toll 
at the Battery Tunnel, the light bulb 
went off in my head, and I updated 
the information. I wasn’t scamming 

any sort of discount, just laziness on 
my part. Hopefully, some folks read-
ing this go update their tags ASAP. 
 Henry Ford from Bay Ridge

This isn’t new to me, because I 
have already seen something like 
this on the Tappan Zee Bridge, which 
going to be the case for the new one as 
well, though I still feel that the tolls 
should have been removed once the 
bonds for building that bridge were 
paid off, as it was originally supposed 
to be. Tal Barzilai 

 from Pleasantville, NY

Henry, that’s fair and it’s a good 
public service announcement — 
don’t be lazy. You get a new car, up-
date everything related to your car. 
However, there are PLENTY of peo-
ple scamming. 

I wonder if the plate reader com-
puters are fast enough to fl ag in-
valid/illegal/fraudulent plates at one 
end or a tunnel or bridge, so the po-
lice can snag them at the other end? 
 Tyler from pps

Again, it’s second-hand informa-
tion, but from what I’ve been told, 
most of the reason for the State Po-
lice hanging around cashless toll-
ing points is the ability to catch peo-
ple driving with suspended license 
plates. If true, that will add years to 
the average lifespan of everyone, in-
cluding drivers. 
 Henry from Bay Ridge

If they can make this change, 
then they could put bike lanes on this 
bridge. Why can’t bicycles go over the 
bridge? Cecilia from Williamsburg

Because bicycles are toys and 
don’t have license plates. Or are bicy-
cles vehicles that should be tolled? 
 Rob Moses from Randalls Island

If you drive anything emission 
free, you should ride toll free. AEV’s 
(all electric vehicles), non-fueled 
bikes, etc., should not have to pay 
tolls as a means to promote clean 
transportation. 

The technology is out there and 
we need to incentivize its use. Those 
that continue to emit carbons should 
do the heavy lifting until they see the 
light, and so we can all keep seeing 
the light! 
 clean rides should be toll free 

from the boroughs

Park Slope’s historic bath-

house emerged from behind scaf-

folding on July 7, after renova-

tions that lasted more than a year  

(“Splashy debut! Renovations con-

clude at century-plus-old P’Slope 

bathhouse” by Colin Mixson, on-

line July 12). Opened in 1910, the 

bathhouse at 227 Fourth Ave. be-

tween President and Union streets 

was used to encourage people to 

take baths at a time when indoor 

plumbing remained optional. De-

veloper Greystone purchased it in 

2014. The fully renovated struc-

ture will be reborn as a gym when 

new tenant Blink Fitness opens for 

business later this month. Some of 

our readers were sweating the de-

tails:

And drilling into the 100-year-old 
irreplaceable white glazed brick (as 
opposed to the mortar) was pretty 
shady also. freddy from slope

Maybe Mayor Willhelm will stop 
by for a workout. I hear it opens 
around 12 noon. 
 Big Jake from Park Slop

C’mon, you kvetchers. It’s miracu-
lous that this building is still stand-
ing and if you’ve been watching the 
project develop, it clearly took in-
credible effort and money to save it, 
renovate it, and make it useful again. 
The building has been a mostly use-
less dump surrounded by scaffold-
ing going on 20 years now. You’re re-
ally complaining about some signage 
and some drilled holes? This is ev-
erything ridiculous about Brooklyn 
NIMBYism. 
 YIMBY from Fourth Ave.

I am pretty sure that if you drilled 
holes in your brownstone facade 
you would be on the receiving end of 
much more than the lying lawbreak-
ing developer Greystone.

But, hey, every other developer 
and homeowner should be giddy. The 
14th Amendment says that once they 
don’t enforce it on Greytstone they 
can’t enforce it on anyone.

The Equal Protection Clause is 
part of the 14th Amendment to the 
United States Constitution. The 
clause, which took effect in 1868, pro-
vides that no state shall deny to any 
person within its jurisdiction “the 
equal protection of the laws.” Due to 
this...the New York City Landmarks 
Commssion is now an impotent, dino-
saur expensive staffi ng arm of NYC. 
 freddy from slope

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Cashless tolling may not be so E-Z   
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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LATE

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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By Caroline Spivack

This ain’t your kids’ puppet show.
A musical puppet performance 

that follows the metaphysical jour-
ney of a suicidal gay teenager will belt out 
its tunes at the Park Slope gay bar Excelsior 
on July 27. And though “Anthropomorphic” 
dives into an occult world of human-insect 
hybrids, it is a deeply personal show rooted 
in first-hand experience, said its creator.

“It tells my struggles and my stories as 
a kid growing up in a conservative family 
in South Carolina,” said Timothy Young, of 
Park Slope’s Puppetry Arts. “I was on the 
brink of suicide, but I was able to confront 
my demons — so I took my story a step 
further. One thing I learned from that is 

that I am someone to be loved. Everyone is 
someone to be loved, and I hope that mes-
sage comes across in the show.”

The performance uses Japanese-style 
bunraku puppetry and shadow puppets to 
tell the story of Wesley, a bullied gay teen 
who is driven to suicide. The show largely 
takes place in an otherworldly, Purgatory-
like space, where Wesley embarks on a 
journey of self-discovery, encountering a 
curious cast of characters including singing 
scorpions, spiders, and crickets. Despite the 
unusual trappings, at its core is a relatable 
story about conviction and family, said 
Young.

“This is a story about faith. A story 
about the love between a mother and a son 

and her hard-line Christian values that are 
wrongly used to judge someone,” said the 
Park Slope puppeteer. “His only escape is 
taking his life, so in the purgatory of his 
mind is where the story takes place.” 

The provocative puppet show also 
includes odes to a variety of religious texts 
and historical eras in order to celebrate 
diversity, he said. 

“I incorporate women’s right, gay rights. 
I infused the Koran, the Torah in dialogue 
and songs,” said Young. “It is a strong 
American story.” 

Young has performed the show once 
a year for almost a decade, changing and 
adapting it with each performance, he said. 

For those familiar with Puppetry Arts 

— and its signature character, fuzzy feline 
character  Tuffy Tiger  — the mature con-
tent of “Anthropomorphic” might come as 
a shock, but the show is perfectly in line 
with the group’s mission to share the art 
of puppetry with the masses — including 
toddlers, teens, or over-21 bar patrons, said 
Young. 

“It’s a departure from what many par-
ents are aware of, but it’s not a departure 
from our mission. ‘Anthropomorphic’ is 
for our other audience that we don’t want to 
neglect,” said Young.

“Anthropomorphic” at Excelsior (563 
Fifth Ave. between 15th and 16th streets in 
Park Slope, www.puppetryarts.org/anthro-
pomorphic). July 27 at 8 pm. Free.

Gay puppet musical comes to Park Slope
String a different tune

Puppet master: Tim Young, right, holds 
two of the stars of his puppet musical 
“Anthropomorphic,” playing in Park Slope 
on June 27.   Photo by Jason Speakman
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By Julianne Cuba

All roads lead to Brooklyn — 
whether you like it or not!

A Crown Heights cabaret 
performer will launch a humorous, 
sing-along single about the forces of 
gentrification at National Sawdust 
on July 26. Natti Vogel’s song “We 
All Move to Brooklyn,” from his 
upcoming album “Serving Body,” 
offers his cheeky take on the fright-
ening, seemingly inevitable eco-
nomic forces that have swept artists 
— including Vogel himself — into 
the borough of Kings over the last 
few years.

“There’s no way around it, it’s 
a scary, awkward trend that feels 
inhuman and feels disrespectful of 
the self and of the other. There’s 
no cute spin to gentrification,” said 
Vogel, who moved to Crown Heights 
six years ago. “I do a big eye-roll 
every time I see an article in a paper, 
magazine, or news segment that’s 
like ‘Come to Brooklyn’s new arti-
sanal cheese shop’ or every time I 
see a show about Brooklyn, or some 
song about Brooklyn that’s glamor-
ized how fun and artsy, and how hip 
and raw and how cool it is, and it 
just feels like throwing icing on a big 
turd cake of reality.”

Vogel wrote “We All Move to 
Brooklyn” while living on the distant 
isle of Manhattan. But now that he 
has succumbed to the siren call of 
Kings County, he feels obligated to 
use his talents to record the trend that 

brought him here. 
“I wrote this song several years 

go when I was still in college and 
I had kind of tried to stick it out in 
Manhattan. I found all sorts of crazy 
deals and tried to game the system 
basically to stay, and at some point 
I gave in to gravity and moved to 
Brooklyn,” said Vogel. “And I just 
think my role as an artist is to com-
ment on society as it’s happening.”

Vogel’s favorite part of living in 
the borough of churches is just the 

fact that it has not yet fallen to the 
moneyed forces that have conquered 
Manhattan.

“I could say I like the gorgeous 
brownstones, or I like the statue of 
Ulysses S. Grant outside of my win-
dow — all that stuff is really interest-
ing, but fundamentally I guess what 
makes living in Brooklyn the most 
vital is [that] so much of Manhattan 
has already been taken over com-
pletely by commerce, by bankers, 

By Alexandra Simon

They’re all bit parts!
Fifty female comedians 

will crack jokes about their 
junk at the Bell House on July 23, 
for the comedy show “50 Lady Bits.” 
The organizers of the private part 
punchline-up say they were inspired 
to create the show after comedienne 
and talk show host Iliza Shlesinger 
criticized other female stand-ups 
for making too many jokes about 
their vaginas. The incident caused an 
uproar in the comic community, but 
lit a light bulb for hosts Halle Kiefer 
and Sachi Ezura, the creator of the 
annual “50 First Jokes” New Year’s 
Day joke marathon.

The show is not meant as an 
attack on Shlesinger, said Ezura — 
instead, it is a light-hearted opportu-
nity to change the way people view 
women in comedy and the kind of 
jokes they tell.

“I’m a big fan of Iliza’s comedy, 
and we really wanted to show that 
there’s nothing wrong with making 
jokes about our bodies and sexual-
ity,” said Ezura.

Each of the 50 comics will get two 
minutes to share her routine about 
the female experience, using musi-
cal performances, short sketches, or 
a variety of comedy styles. Some 
comics might literally reference their 
vaginas, while others might just talk 
about their dating lives, said Ezura.

“I’m sure some are going to be 
raunchy and some people will be 
clean — personally I take it as a fun 
assignment to see what they do with 
it — but it’s not a show for the faint 
of heart,” said Ezura. “It’s definitely 
going to be sex-positive and trans-
inclusive and poke fun at the idea of 
what female comics can talk about.”

The Williamsburg comedienne 
hopes that the night will help women 

talk about sex on stage with the same 
freedom as male comics.

“De-stigmatizing women talking 
about sex is important to me, a lot 
of kinds of women are scared to 
talk about being sexual and there’s 
a lot of stigma around vagina in 
general,” she said. “Guys have been 
talking about their dicks on stage 
for decades, but it’s still a worry 
with what we have going on in our 
underpants.” 

By Bill Kopp

He’s no Kenny G!
At a concert next 

week, a Williamsburg 
saxophonist will employ the 
circular breathing method 
that dull-as-dishwater pop 
star Kenny G famously used 
to hold an E-flat note for 45 
minutes. But Jonah Parzen-
Johnson, opening for Tigue 
at Union Pool on July 27, 
does more than hold a single 
note — while he plays he 
creates hypnotic soundcapes, 
manipulating analog synthe-
sizers with his feet to create 
lush, deeply textured music 
that is more than the sum of 
its parts.

“The idea behind my 
setup is to directly interact 
with the sax, but not alter its 
tone,” said Parzen-Johnson. 
“I’m playing the saxophone, 
and the saxophone is playing 
the synthesizer. Instead of 
feeling like a duet, it sounds 
like two instruments that 
have come together to play 
as one unit.”

The saxophonist first 
conceived of combining 
synth and sax during a visit 
to the North Carolina factory 
where Moog synthesizers are 
hand-built. 

“I was really struck by the 
immediate physical quality 
of the instruments that they 
were making,” said Parzen-
Johnson. “That got me inter-
ested — ‘Is there is such 
a thing as electronic music 
that’s not computer music?’ ”

To his delight, Parzen-
Johnson discovered that 
the physical limitations of 
analog synthesizers let him 

make a musical statement by 
interacting with the electron-
ics on a human level. But 
when he plays, he is careful 
not to let technology over-
whelm him. 

“I want to combine, to 
create a cohesive sound and 
message,” he said. “I like to 
get on stage and say some-
thing clear and complete 
musically, creatively, and 
interactively with the audi-
ence.”

Parzen-Johnson, who also 
plays in the Afrobeat ensem-
ble Zongo Junction, has 
released four albums of his 
self-described “lo-fi experi-
mental folk” under his own 
name, including the recent 
“I Try to Remember Where 
I Come From.” And as much 
as he enjoys playing with 
other musicians, there are 
advantages to playing and 
touring on his own, he said.

“The green room is a 
lot emptier when you’re the 
only musician in the band,” 
said Parzen-Johnson. “That 
means I spend a lot of time 
in the audience, talking to 
people and getting to know 
folks in different parts of the 
country — so every time I go 
on tour it’s also an informa-
tional tour.” 

And there is another 
advantage to being a solo 
act, he added. 

“It’s really easy to sched-
ule a rehearsal.”

Jonah Parzen-Johnson 
at Union Pool (484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue in 
Williamsburg, www.union-
pool.com). July 27 at 8 pm. 
$12 ($10 in advance).

Jokes and junk

MOVING MUSIC

Location, location, location: Songwriter and cabaret performer Natti Vogel will belt 
out his song about gentrification, “We All Move to Brooklyn,” in the middle of 
Williamsburg, the borough’s highest-rent neighborhood, at a single release party on 
July 26.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Circular logic: Musician Jonah Parzen-Johnson will use circular breath-
ing to create continuous notes on his sax at Union Pool on July 27. 

Sax appeal
Musician blends synth 

with his saxophone

Cabaret singer’s ode to relocation 

Continued on page 33

Continued on page 33

Bits of laughter: Humorists Sachi Ezura 
and Halle Kiefer will host the all-female 
comedy show “50 Lady Bits” at the Bell 
house on July 23. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, JULY 21
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, IRON MAIDEN: 

$69–$190. 7:30 pm.

SUN, JULY 23
MUSIC, KENDRICK 

LAMAR: $103–$652. 
7:30 pm.

THU, JULY 27
MUSIC, G-DRAGON: 

$100–$637. 9 pm.

FRI, JULY 28
MUSIC, QUEEN AND 

ADAM LAMBERT: $49–
$505. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 29
SPORTS, ADRIAN 

BRONER VS. MIKEY 
GARCIA: $82–$505. 
Time tba.

TUE, AUG 1
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 2
MUSIC, J. COLE: $64–

$500. 8 pm.

SAT, AUG 8
MUSIC, LOGIC: $39–$186. 

8 pm.

FRI, AUG 11
MUSIC, UNITED PRAISE 

NYC: With Jeremy 
Camp, Fred Hammond, 
Jaci Velasquez, and 
more. $36–$220. 7:30 
pm.

WED, AUG 14
MUSIC, SHAWN MEN-

DES: $29–$550. 7:30 
pm.

FRI, AUG 18
SPORTS, WWE MEET 

AND GREETS: $tba. 
Time tba.

SAT, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER: $$25–
$220. 7:15 pm.

SUN, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $600. 6:30 pm.

MON, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $45–$240. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, AUG 22
SPORTS, WWE SMACK-

DOWN LIVE: $25–$160. 
7:45 pm.

MON, SEPT 11
MUSIC, ROGER WATERS: 

$55–$605. 8 pm.

TUE, SEPT 12
MUSIC, ROGER WATERS: 

$55–$605. 8 pm.

SAT, SEPT 16
SPORTS, ELECTRONIC 

SPORTS LEAGUE ONE 
NEW YORK: $45. 10 
am.

SUN, SEPT 17
SPORTS, ELECTRONIC 

SPORTS LEAGUE ONE 
NEW YORK: $45. 10 
am.

TUE, SEPT 1
MUSIC, PAUL MCCART-

NEY: $tba. 8 pm.

WED, SEPT 2
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PHILADEL-
PHIA FLYERS PRE-SEA-
SON: $tba. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

saloons, and early fi lms. 
$5 ($3 kids). 5 pm. Coney 
Island USA (1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island), www.coneyisland.
com. 

SUN, JULY 23
DOWN TO EARTH FARM-

ER’S MARKET: The annual 
farmer’s market returns! 
Browse the wares of local 
vendors, including sea-
sonal fruits and veggies, 
speciality foods, prepared 
foods, beverages, eggs, 
honey, milk, baked goods, 
and more. Free. 10 am–4 
pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–
3195], theoldstonehouse.
org. 

FREE YOGA IN PROSPECT 
PARK: A free class for 
students of all skill levels, 
followed by a picnic. Bring 
a mat. Free. 10 am. Pros-
pect Park main loop [Enter 
at Prospect Park West and 
15th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 541–1382], www.yo-
gasole.com. 

THEATER, “JULIUS CAE-
SAR”: 3 pm. See Friday, 
July 21. 

THEATER, “THE BRONTËS”: 
Piper Theatre Company 
presents a new musical 
about authors of the en-
during classics “Jane Eyre” 
and “Wuthering Heights.”” 
Free. 8 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Bring the pup 
along for the ballgame 
during Bark in the Park! 
Starting at $12. 4 pm. MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

MON, JULY 24
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES V. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Starting at 
$12. 7 pm. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

FILM, “FINDING DORY”: 
A screening of the fi lm 
as part of “Coney Island 
Flicks on the Beach.” 
Come enjoy fl icks with 
sand between your toes! 
Free. 7 pm. (West 12th 
Street and Riegelmann 
Boardwalk in Coney Is-
land), www.coneyisland-
funguide.com. 

READING, BOOKS BE-
NEATH THE BRIDGE: 
Poets read from their 
work, with the New York 
City skyline as their back-
drop. Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Granite Pros-
pect [Old Fulton Street at 
Furman Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

COMEDY, NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC: 
Brooklyn comedian Wyatt 
Cenac hosts a weekly com-
edy show, with occasional 
special guest appear-
ances by musicians and 
local celebrities. $8 ($5 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 

FRI, JULY 21
OUTDOORS, POP-UP POOL: 

Take in the sunshine and 
cool water at the Pier 
2 Pop-Up Pool, which 
includes a sandy beach 
and play area. Free. 10 
am–6 pm. Pier 2 [Brooklyn 
Bridge Greenway and Per 
2 Promenade in Brooklyn 
Heights, 311], www.ny-
cgovparks.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, UNION HALL 
REOPENING: The bar, 
venue, and bocce court 
re-opens after a fi re closed 
it down. Check out the 
revamped spot, enjoy $3 
Sixpoint beer, and groove 
to music from DJ Taela 
Naomi. Free karaoke kicks 
off at midnight. Free. 1 
pm–2 am. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

“CINDERELLA SAMBA”: Cit-
yParks PuppetMobile pres-
ents a puppet version of 
the fairy tale set in Rio de 
Janeiro. Free. 4 pm. Owl’s 
Head Park [68th Street 
and Colonial Road in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748–9522], 
www.facebook.com/owls-
headvolunteers. 

MUSIC, JAZZY JAZZ FESTI-
VAL 2017: A weekly jazz 
tribute to the music of 
Lena Horne. Free. 7pm–
10pm. Medgar Evers Col-
lege [1638 Bedford Ave. 
at Crown Street in Crown 
Heights, (718) 270–5140]. 

MUSIC, AMADOU & MAR-
IAM, INNOV GNAWA, 
AHMED GALLAB: Part of 
the annual outdoor Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn! festival. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

THEATER, “JULIUS CAE-
SAR”: The Gallery Players 
present their rendition of 
Shakespeare’s tragedy. 
$25 ($20 kids, seniors). 
7:30 pm. Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352–
3101], www.galleryplay-
ers.com. 

THEATER, “PRISCILLA 
QUEEN OF THE DESERT”: 
Piper Theatre Company 
presents a fabulous, 
gender-bending musical 
based on the hit movie, 
featuring dance-fl oor fa-
vorites while tackling ideas 
of homophobia and trans-
gender rights. Free. 8 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

MUSIC, THE NIGHTOWLS, 
COURTESY TIER, JESSI 
ROBERTON: $10 ($8 in 
advance). 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, SWIMM: $8. 8 pm. 
Threes Brewing [333 Doug-
lass St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 522–2110], 
www.threesbrewing.com. 

FILM, SUNDANCE SHORT 
FILMS: A free screening of 
highlights from Sundance 
2017. Free. 8 pm. Metro 
Tech Commons [5 Metro-
Tech Center at Bridge 

Street in Downtown, (718) 
417–7362], www.rooftop-
fi lms.com. 

DANCE, FIRST LOOK 2017: 
Brooklyn Ballet presents a 
night of work by emerging 
and established choreog-
raphers. $15. 8 pm. The 
Actors Fund Arts Center 
[160 Schermerhorn St. 
between Smith and Hoyt 
streets in Downtown, (718) 
246–0146], brooklynbal-
let.org. 

MUSIC, HAUNTING RENDI-
TIONS LIVE: Comedian 
and vocalist Eliot Glazer 
turns terrible songs into 
sweeping ballads, and 
chats with Saturday Night 
Live’s Taran Killam and ac-
tress Marina Franklin. $15. 
8 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, DRUNK EDUCATION 
GETS EMOTIONAL: Drunk 
experts use PowerPoints to 
pay track-by-track tribute 
to Carly Rae Jepsen’s the 
classic 2015 album “Emo-
tion.” $10. 9 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “QUEENS OF 
FILTH”: Drag collective La-
dyQueen brings together 
passion, love, and fi lth to 
honor one of the greatest 
american directors of all 
time, John Waters! $15. 
10 pm. Coney Island USA 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, CONEY ISLAND 

TALENT SHOW: The 
eighth-annual talent show 
returns to Coney Island! 
Hopefuls of all ages show 
off their songs, dances, 
and performances to win 
$2,000 in cash prizes. Free. 
4–8 pm. (1025 Boardwalk 
at Denos D. Vourderis 
Place in Coney Island), 
www.coneyislandtalent-
show.com. 

MUSIC, MUSIC IN MOTION: 
Bargemusic presents a 
family concert of chamber 
music on its fl oating barge. 
The hour-long concert is 

followed by a discussion 
with the artists. Free. 4 
pm. Fulton Ferry Land-
ing (1 Water St. at Furman 
Street in Dumbo), www. 
bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, A MIDSUMMER 
NIGHT’S STEAM: Expe-
rience Shakespeare-in-
the-spa with this evening 
of live Shakespeare and 
music, plus midsummer 
cocktails enjoyed along 
with the soaking pool, 
sauna, and steam room. 
Bring a bathing suit. $50 
($40 in advance). 6 pm. 
CityWell Brooklyn [496 
President St. between 
Third Avenue and Nevins 
Street in Gowanus, (347) 
294–0100], www.citywell-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, MASHROU’ LEILA, 
DAWN OF MIDI, DJ 
KHATIR: Part of the annual 
outdoor Celebrate Brook-
lyn! festival. Free. 7 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

THEATER, “JULIUS CAE-
SAR”: 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
July 21. 

THEATER, “PRISCILLA 
QUEEN OF THE DESERT”: 
8 pm. See Friday, July 21. 

MUSIC, THE GRAND NEP-
TUNE BALL: Come aboard 
the boat and enjoy big 
band music, specialty 
cocktails, hors d’oeuvres 
and a midsummer sunset. 
$50. 8–11 pm. Waterfront 
Museum Barge [290 Con-
over St. near Reed Street 
in Red Hook, (718) 624–
4719], www.waterfrontmu-
seum.org. 

DANCE, FIRST LOOK 2017: 8 
pm. See Friday, July 21. 

OUTDOORS, UPPER BAY 
CLEANUP!: Volunteer with 
United by Blue and Hon-
eygrow to clean Valentino 
Pier and Park. Free. 10 am. 
Valentino Pier and Park 
[130 Ferris St. at Coffey 
Street in Red Hook, (215) 
278–7858], www.unitedby-
blue.com/upperbay. 

TALK, ASK THE EXPERTS: 
Theater historian Cezar 
Del Valle paints a picture 
of Coney Island’s history of 
vaudeville houses, concert Continued on page 33

What a sell-out!: After his first show at Barclays Center sold out, 
rapper Kendrick Lamar added a second on June 23, and a few 
tickets are still available! Associated Press / Jack Plunkett

Flower power: This is your final weekend to catch Piper 
Theatre’s production of the drag queen musical “Priscilla, 
Queen of the Desert,” closing July 22. Jeremy Amar
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Word’s pick: “Chemistry” by Weike 
Wang

“Chemistry” just might 
be one of the best novels of 
the year. Wang has taken 
the typical struggling post-
grad, coming-of-age novel 
and laughed in its face. The 
story of a Ph.D. candidate 
in chemistry navigating 
family, romance, depres-
sion, and dog ownership 
is briskly and boldly told. 
A wonderful debut that is as 
curious, scathing, and increasingly wise as its 
unnamed narrator.

— Hannah Oliver Depp, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbookstores.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Boundless” by Jillian Tamaki

Award-winning cartoonist 
Jillian Tamaki collects nine 
short stories in “Boundless,” 
a book that takes us to the 
edge and strands us there. 
It introduces us to Jenny 
and 1.Jenny, her mirror-
Facebook counterpart; to 
Helen, who dwindles until 
she is as small and light 
as a dust mote; and to 
a world where a science 
fiction B-movie is the metric 
used to measure relationships. Tamaki layers 
the multiplicity of the interior world with the turmoil 
of the outer; portraying virtual life as both menace and 
marvel; and using words and images in ways that are 
at turns tender and strange.

— Stephanie Bartolome, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.green-
lightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Sot-Weed Factor” by John Barth

John Barth’s 1960 novel is 
a post-modern farce masquer-
ading as a baroque adventure 
novel in the style of Jonathan 
Swift. Very loosely based on 
the real-life poet Ebenezer 
Cooke, Barth’s cunning sat-
ire of class and American 
myth-making casts the 
young Ebenezer as a prof-
ligate social climber with 
a charmingly foolish 
bent, somewhere between Barry 
Lyndon and Don Quixote. His misadventures and 
speculations paint a vivid, absurdist tableaux of an 
inverted world uncannily similar to our own.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu ni-
tyb ookst ore.net ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
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By Carlo Bosticco

Sail on down to Dumbo!
The final stop on the South 

Brooklyn Line is Dumbo. With 
its giant warehouses, high architectur-
al arches, and the ever-looming shade 
of the bridge it takes its name from, 
the Down Under Manhattan Bridge 
Overpass neighborhood is unlike any 
other in the city. The development of 
recent years has turned it into one of 
the classiest and also quirkiest spots 
for a day out. If you think classy and 
quirky don’t go together, reconsider: 
Dumbo is like that extravagant single 
aunt who wears all the jewelry she 
owns at once, and she knows her way 
around a wine bar!

Lucky for us, all of Dumbo’s trea-
sures are right by the water. As soon 
as you disembark the ferry, you will 
discover a kooky piece of experi-
mental art just to your right — Anish 
Kapoor’s “Descension,” which recre-
ates a rumbling whirlpool of roar-
ing water in the middle of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Pier One. 

When you break free from the 
pool’s hypnotic hold, it is time to cool 
off with a scoop from the renowned 
Brooklyn Ice Cream Factory (1 
Water St. at Old Fulton Street). On a 
hot summer day, there may be a line 
going into the converted fireboat sta-
tion, but the dairy treat is worth it!

For more substantial fare, the Buzz 
Bar awaits you outside the ice cream 
spot, offering lobster rolls, pints of 

beer, and seats in the sun. For a more 
formal dinner ( or breakfast ) experi-
ence, The River Café next door is a 
highlight, offering elaborate modern 
American cuisine in a stunning, liter-
ally “on the water” setting.

After eating, wander along Water 
Street and pass under the Brooklyn 
Bridge. You will quickly reach a curi-
ous structure of red brick arches and 
vegetation known as the Max Family 
Garden, which shares space with 
the theater St. Ann’s Warehouse (45 
Water St. at Old Fulton Street). Stroll 
through the garden and you return 

to the beautiful waterfront — and 
the world famous Jane’s Carousel. 
The gigantic, glitzy merry-go-round 
is a real hotspot for couples getting 
hitched — seriously, it is hard to 
walk through the area without photo-
bombing a bridal shoot or two!

And if the night is young, keep 
walking down Water Street until you 
reach the mammoth Archway Under 
the Manhattan Bridge (Water Street 
between Adams Street and Anchorage 
Place), a public plaza devoted to fun, 
rain or shine. Grab a drink from 

By Bill Roundy

Bay Ridge is rockin’ and strol-
lin’!

This hard-drinking car-
toonist — and your nightlife colum-
nist for this week — likes booze as 
much as the next three guys, but for 
now the music gets equal billing. 

Get started on Friday night with 
the second Summer Stroll on Third 
(Third Avenue between 68th and 
80th streets). Starting at 6 pm, the 
thoroughfare becomes a pedestrian 
plaza, where you can do some al 
fresco dining, check out local art-
ists, and wander the streets with beer 
in hand until 10:30 pm. Make your 
first drink a Harp lager at Harp 
Bar (7710 Third Ave. between 77th 
and 78th streets), then rove outside 
to hear the pennywhistle and guitar 
— no harp, alas — of Irish folk band 
the Brooklyn Bards. When the band 
takes a break, just take a few steps 
to Greenhouse Cafe (7717 Third 
Ave. between 77th and 78th streets), 
where Mike McLaughlin and a trio 

of friends offer some acoustic tunes. 
For your final musical stop, stumble 
the length of the fest to Three Jolly 
Pigeons (6802 Third Ave. at 68th 
Street), where can you sit outside, 
order a meat pie and another beer, 
and listen to Australian-born now-

local rocker Joe Varveri.
The forecast calls for rain on 

Saturday, so there are two options: 
If things get wet, you should return 
to Greenhouse Cafe at 10 pm and 
wet your whistle while rocking out 
to Uncle Jack, a cover band that has 
been pumping out party tunes for 
40 years.

But if the skies stay dry, you’ll 
have the time of your life watch-
ing “Dirty Dancing” in Owl’s Head 
Park (enter at Colonial Road and 
68th Street). The outdoor screening 
of the ’80s classic starts at sundown, 
and it will have you dancing under 
the stars along with Patrick Swayze 
and Jennifer Grey. Bring a blanket or 
a chair, but no booze allowed — so 
keep that under your jacket!

The Bay Ridge rock is not over 
when the weekend is! On Tuesday 
night, roll on down to Concerts in 
the Park (Shore Road at 79th Street) 
for an outdoor concert by Rolling 
Stones cover band Sha Doobie. The 
moves like Jagger start at 6 pm. 

Bay Ridge does it in the road

GETTING DOWN

The circle of life: Take the ferry to Dumbo and visit the glitzy Jane’s Carousel.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Take the ferry to classy, quirky Dumbo

Continued on page 33
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and lawyers and finance 
people,” said Vogel.

The single release con-
cert will offer more than 
a bleak economic forecast, 
said Vogel — it will also 
have his signature humor, 

songs about dating, and 
hope for the future.

“I hope people enjoy this 
song and the live show, my 
live shows are always really 
fun and interactive and 
people leave really ener-
gized and leave happy,” said 
Vogel. “And I hope the song 
itself provides catharsis for 
anyone who likes living in 

this imperfect world and 
trying to make something 
nice out of it.”

“We All Move to 
Brooklyn” at National 
Sawdust (80 N. Sixth 
St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, www.
nationalsawdust.org). July 
26 at 10 pm. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 

the  Archway Lighthouse  
bar, which serves a good 
selection of beer and wine 
(Wed–Sun, noon–10 pm), 
and on Thursdays during 
the summer, groove to 
tunes from the  Live at the 
Archway music series . This 
week, steel drum ensemble 
Jah Pan will rock the Arch 
starting at 6 pm.

New York City Ferry in 
Dumbo (on Brooklyn Bridge 

Park’s Pier One, Old Fulton 
Street at Furman Street in 

Dumbo, www.ferry.nyc). 
$2.75 per trip.

All proceeds from the 
event will go to Planned 
Parenthood, an organiza-
tion that  could use the help, 

said Ezura.
“Women right now are 

under attack by the Trump 
administration and we 
wanted to do something to 
benefit women and afford-
able health care because 
it’s very much in danger of 

being defunded,” she said. 
“50 Lady Bits” at Bell 

House [149 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510, www.thebell-
houseny.com]. July 23 at 8 
pm. $15.

Continued from page 30 

Continued from page 32 
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VOGEL

FERRY

JOKES

At Kingsborough’s Lighthouse Bandshell  (indoors in case of rain) 
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn, NY

www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    (718) 368-5596

JULY 22    8:00 PM
SWINGIN’ AND STOMPIN’

SWINGADELIC
Featuring Swing Dancers from The Rhythm Stompers

HHHHOOTTTT SSSUUUUMMMMMMMEERR NNNNIIIGGGHHHHHTTSS
FREE OUTDOOR CONCERT SERIES

“Good-time, feelin’-fi ne jazz played with serious profi ciency.” 
– Jazz Inside Magazine

Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Melissa Villasenor, 
Will Watkins, Nick Naney, 
Jacky Beren, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. Friends and 
Lovers (641 Classon Ave. 
between Dean and Pacifi c 
streets in Crown Heights), 
www.fnlbk.com. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 
ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, JULY 25
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES V. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Starting at 
$12. 11:30 am. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

TALK, CONVERSATIONAL 
ENGLISH: Intermediate 
and advanced level con-
versation group; students 
develop fl uency by viewing 
and discussing episodes 
of the award-winning 
television show “We Are 
New York.” Free. 5 pm. 
Prospect Park YMCA [357 
Ninth St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–7100], 
www.ymcanyc.org/
prospectpark. 

TALK, THE HISTORY AND 
FUTURE OF BROOKLYN 
ANIMATION: A panel dis-
cussion of the past, pres-
ent, and future of Brooklyn 
animation. $5. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

WED, JULY 26
MUSIC, MIL’S TRILLS: The 

kids’ band plays as part 
of the Music in the Grove 
series. Free. 10 am. Fort 
Greene Park Visitor Cen-
ter [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722–3218]. 

ART, THE LEGACY OF 
LYNCHING OPENING: An 
exhibition about the his-
tory of lynchings and racial 
terror in America. $16 sug-
gested donation. 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

MUSIC, SYLVAN ESSO, 
MIDDLE KIDS: Part of the 
annual outdoor Celebrate 
Brooklyn! festival. $35. 
7:30 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell (Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope), www.bricarts-
media.org/cb. 

Continued from page 31 MUSIC, LITTLE SILVER, 
GREAT LAKES, BOD-
IES BE RIVERS: $10 ($8 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: This 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase, hosted by Mike 
Lebovitz, welcomes Langs-
ton Kerman, Liza Treyger, 
Dan Perlman, and more. 
$5. 9 pm. The Gutter [200 
N. 14th St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue, 
(718) 387–3585], www.
thegutterbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, JULY 27
MUSIC, SEPTETO SAN-

TIAGUERO: Part of the 
2017 BAM R&B Festival at 
MetroTech, a free, outdoor 
concert series featuring 
jazz, soul, and R&B leg-
ends alongside ground-
breaking emerging artists. 
Free. Noon. MetroTech 
Commons [Flatbush Ave 
and Myrtle Ave in Down-
town, (718) 636–4100], 
www.BAM.org. 

FILM, “THE LEGO MOVIE”: 
Enjoy a screening of the 
movie set to the back-
drop of the New York City 
skyline! Music and food 
vendors open at 6 pm, and 
the movie begins at sun-
down. Free. 6 pm. Habor 
View Lawn, Pier 1 (Furman 
Street at Old Fulton Street 
in Dumbo), www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

MUSIC, JAH PAN: The steel 
drum ensemble plays the 
Live at the Archway festi-
val. Free. 6 pm. The Arch-
way Under the Manhat-
tan Bridge [Water Street 
between Adams Street 
and Anchorage Place in 
Dumbo, (718) 237–8700], 
www.dumbo.is. 

TALK, “A CONVENING ON 
COLLECTIVE ACTION”: 
Brooklyn queer collective 
By Us For Us hosts an eve-
ning of panel discussions, 
art-making, community 
building, and a cash bar. 
Free with museum admis-
sion. 7–10 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, “MACISTE 
ALL’INFERNO” LIVE 
SCORE: NYC jazz stalwart 
Sexmob performs their 
original score to “Maciste 
All’inferno,” a seminal 
work of the Italian silent 
era. Part of the annual out-
door Celebrate Brooklyn! 
festival. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

THEATER, “JULIUS CAE-
SAR”: 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
July 21. 

FILM, ANIMATION BLOCK 
PARTY: Rooftop Films 
presents the year’s best 

animated short fi lms. Fol-
lowed by a discussion 
with the fi lmmakers and 
an after-party. $15. 8 pm. 
Courtyard 5-6 of Indus-
try City [Second Avenue 
between 34th and 35th 
streets in Sunset Park, 
(718) 417–7362], www.roof-
topfi lms.com. 

WITHOUT WAVES: The metal 
band plays with Novem-
ber’s Doom. $15. 8 pm. 
Saint Vitus Bar (1120 Man-
hattan Ave. between Box 
and Clay streets in Green-
point), www.saintvitusbar.
com. 

COMEDY, BACKFAT VARI-
ETY COMEDY: A comedy 
showcase with Rob Cant-
rell, Mike Brown, Chanel 
Ali, and more. Free. 8:30 
pm. 61 Local (61 Bergen St. 
between Smith and Court 
streets in Cobble Hill). 

OUTDOORS, JOURNEY TO 
THE STARS: The Amateur 
Astronomers Association 
of New York set up high-
powered telescopes for 
stargazing sessions. Free. 
8:30–10:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Pier One [Old 
Fulton Street at Furman 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 
222–9939], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

FRI, JULY 28
MUSIC, ANDREW BIRD, 

ESPERANZA SPALDING: 
Part of the annual out-
door Celebrate Brooklyn! 
festival. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

THEATER, “JULIUS CAE-
SAR”: 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
July 21. 

MUSIC, WASABASSCO’S 
“THE THING WITH 10,000 
PASTIES”: An original, 
fully scripted B-movie 
striptease extravaganza 
live on stage! What planet 
of dread birthed this hor-
rifying, stripping monster? 
Find out, if you dare. $25 
($15 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

FILM, “DAYVEON”: In the 
wake of his older brother’s 
death, 13-year-old Day-
veon falls in with a local 
gang. Presented by Roof-
top Films. Free. 8 pm. 
Industry City Courtyard 
5/6 [Enter on Second Av-
enue between 35th and 
th streets in Sunset Park, 
(718) 417–7362], www.roof-
topfi lms.com. 

SAT, JULY 29
SOUTH SUMMER STROLLS: 

Climb a rock wall, hop 
around a bouncy house, 
and stop by the Empan-
ada Eating Contest. Free. 
5:30–9 pm. (Fifth Avenue 
from 12th to 18th street 
in Park Slope), www.park-
slopefi fthavenuebid.com.

THEATER, “MACBETH”: 
The theater troupe South 
Brooklyn Shakespeare 
presents the tragic tale 
of the rise and fall of the 
corrupt King of Scotland. 
Free. 6:30 pm. South (629 
Fifth Ave between 17th 
and 18th streets in Park 
Slope), www.southbrook-
lynshakespeare.com. 

What a view: Enjoy a morning meal at the River Cafe, featuring 
amazing views of the Brooklyn Bridge. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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Fighters stare down at Barclays
BY LAURA AMATO

Dollar bills were thrown, Big-
gie Smalls lyrics quoted and 
chants of “pay your taxes!” 
echoed through Barclays Cen-
ter as the Floyd Mayweather–
Conor McGregor pre-fi ght 
world tour landed in Brooklyn 
on July 13.

More than 13,000 fans 
packed the arena to witness 
the undefeated boxer and the 
Ultimate Fighting Champion-
ship in a stare-down onstage 
at the third stop of a four-city 
trek leading up to the main 
event in Las Vegas on Aug. 26. 

“It’s a great experience, but 
four [cities] is plenty, all over 
the world,” McGregor said. 
“We say what we have to say 
and then it’s fi ght time.”

Verbal sparks fl ew at the 

pugilists’ previous stops in 
Los Angeles and Toronto, and 
the scene at Barclays was ev-
ery bit over-the-top. 

McGregor, sporting a white 
mink coat he bought just a few 
hours before the event, ad-
dressed reports that he made 
racist comments on the tour 
— earlier in the week he told 
Mayweather to “Dance for me, 
boy” — saying he’s a “very 
multi-cultured individual. I 
don’t have any ill feelings to-
wards anyone.”

But Mayweather wasn’t 
willing to quite table the 
discussion, insisting that 
McGregor’s youth — he turned 
29 on July 14 — motivated the 
slur.

“It’s totally disrespectful,” SQUARING OFF: Floyd Mayweather Jr., left, and Conor McGregor exchange words at Barclays Center on July 13 
during a news conference for their Aug. 26 junior middleweight boxing bout. Associated Press / Frank Franklin II

BY LAURA AMATO
It was good to end on a high 
note.

The Cosmos closed out the 
2017 North American Soccer 
League spring season with a 
much-needed 1–0 victory over 
FC Edmonton at Clarke Sta-
dium on July 15.

New York picked up three 
crucial points with the win and, 
with 24 points, solidifi ed third 
place in the league standings.

“It was a great win tonight,” 

Cosmos coach Giovanni Sava-
rese said. “We fought hard, and 
feel content to close the spring 
season with a victory.”

The Cosmos came out fi r-
ing on all cylinders from the 
opening whistle, applying pres-
sure in the 12th minute as Javi 
Márquez found Eric Calvillo for 
a shot that sailed just wide of the 
net. It was more than enough to 
set the tone of the tilt.

Edmonton did its best to re-
spond in the 37th minute, but 

Sabri Khattab’s header was 
saved with a one-handed ef-
fort by Cosmos keeper Jimmy 
Mauer. The home club tested 
Mauer again just four min-
utes later, but the veteran star 
denied Tomi Ameobi at point-
blank range to preserve the 
shutout.

The Cosmos controlled the 
game’s rhythm in the second 
half and nearly padded their 
lead on several occasions. Eric 

BRICK WALL: Cosmos keeper Jimmy Mauer made a pair of key saves in 
the fi rst half as his squad defeated FC Edmonton 1–0 in the spring season 
fi nale on July 15.  FC Edmonton

Continued on page 36

Continued on page 36

Cosmos wrap up spring 
with shutout victory

• ‘I think I can help, for 
sure. I want to win a 
championship.’

• ‘You can only 
manage the talent 
you got.’

— St. Francis Prep standout Salvatore Ferro on 
playing for Long Island University.

— Former Clones coach Tom Gamboa 
on his advice for Edgardo Alfonzo.

We call our office State-of-the-Art Dentistry because we keep our technology 
and techniques up-to-date to provide you the best experience possible. 
We accommodate families of all ages with strict sterilization techniques.

JOSEPH LICHTER, DDS
1420 Ave. P, 2nd Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11229 

(Between East 14th and 15th)

 Fri. 8am–2pm

718.339.7878

�������	
��	��������	��	��

bleaching

15% off 15% off
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BY LAURA AMATO
It was worth the wait.

St. Francis Prep base-
ball standout Sal Ferro 
didn’t have many Divi-
sion I offers a few months 
ago, and was worried 
he’d never achieve his 
dream of playing college 
ball. That changed ear-
lier this month when the 
lefthanded pitcher eagerly 
accepted an offer from 
Long Island University.

“Since I’m short, I 
don’t really look like I can 
throw it and I didn’t really 
get the offers I wanted,” 
Ferro said. “So when 
[Long Island University] 
offered, I knew I had to ac-
cept.”

Ferro had a dominant 
senior season with the 
Terriers this spring, rack-
ing up victories on the 
mound, but also making 
an impact in the batter’s 
box.

“They put me in the 
lineup and I ended up be-
ing one of the best hit-
ters on the team,” he said. 
“When you hit well, you 
pitch well and everything 
just kind of fell together.”

Ferro’s confi dence has 
grown even more in the 
past few weeks as he’s 
played summer ball for 
the Midville Dodgers. He 
tossed 21 innings in four 
games last month, win-
ning two games — in-
cluding a complete game 
— striking out 33 batters, 
giving up just fi ve hits and 
only two earned runs.

“I’m just trying to 
throw strikes and try to 
gain some velocity be-
fore I go to college,” Ferro 
said. “Then I want to get 
into the weight room as 
much as I can. Every day, 
if I can.”

Ferro knew he’d found 
the program for him as 
soon as he stepped onto 
the Long Island Univer-
sity campus for his offi -
cial visit, and he’s excited 
about the team he’ll join 
next year.

“They’re rebuilding 
right now,” Ferro said. 
“But last year they only 
had seven pitchers and 
they were able to win 22 
games, so I know they 
can make it work,” Ferro 
said. “And two of those 
pitchers were actually 
primary outfi elders, so if 
they could make it work 
like that, then I’m pretty 
confi dent in that group.”
Ferro was told he’d likely 
start in the bullpen — 
the Blackbirds need a 
lefthanded closer — but 
he’s optimistic that if he 
can rack up strikeouts 
the way he has in summer 
ball, he could get a chance 
to be a starter, something 
he’s been hoping for.

“I think I can help, for 
sure,” Ferro said. “I think 
we’re going to be good. 
Their hitting was great 
last year, but it was just 
the pitching that was a 
little weak and I can help 
that. I want to win a cham-
pionship.”

Calvillo got behind the Edmon-
ton defense for a scoring try 
in the 51st minute and Juan 
Guerra had a chance six min-
utes later. Although both shots 
were turned away, New York’s 
constant pressure kept the FC 
Edmonton squad on its heels 
throughout the matchup.

By the fi nal whistle, New 
York outshot Edmonton 16-to-8 

and posted a 46.2 percent shot 
accuracy rating.

New York fi nally got on the 
board in the 80th minute as Cal-
villo found the back of the net 
for his fi rst goal of the season. 
The 19-year-old midfi elder, in 
his fourth appearance for the 
Cosmos this year, sent the shot 
in from the six-yard box off an 
assist from Danny Szetela. The 
goal was disputed by Edmon-
ton, which claimed New York 
was offsides, but the score was 
upheld.

“The most important thing 
is that the ball ended up going in 
the net after a very good play,” 
said Savarese. “The goal was 
very important for us in the sec-
ond half.”

The Cosmos’ play has been 
up-and-down this spring, but 
the victorious fi nale was more 
than enough to give the club a 
measure of confi dence heading 
into the fall schedule. New York 
returns to the fi eld on July 29, 
hosting Miami FC at MCU Park 
in Coney Island. 

BY MOSES JEFFERSON
The Cyclones stink, but it’s not 
Fonzie’s fault!

That’s what tanned, rested, 
and legendary former Brook-
lyn Cyclones manager Tom 
Gamboa told Brooklyn Paper 
Radio hosts Gersh Kuntzman 
and Vince DiMiceli on July 18’s 
show, when he took time away 
from his golf game to place the 
blame for the worst start in 
team history solely on the play-
ers — and steered it away from 
fi rst-year manager Edgardo 
“Fonzie” Alfonzo, who coached 
under him since 2014.

“You can only manage the 
talent that you got,” Gamby 
said he told his protege after the 
team got off to a 7–20 start. “It’s 
always more fun when you’re 
winning, but the goal is to move 
players up.”

And Gamby should know.
The beloved manager com-

piled a mediocre 112–116 record 
in his three seasons as skipper, 
but was the fi rst professional 
manager for Mets left fi elder 
Mike Conforto, who made it to 
the big club the next year.

Gamby, who spent more than 
40 years working for 11 differ-
ent Major League clubs, came 

on the show to promote his new 
book, “ Tom Gamboa: A Life in 
Baseball ,” which he wrote with 
former CNG reporter David 
Russell, who covered the Cy-
clones for two of the skipper’s 
seasons in Brooklyn.

“David kept badgering me 
about writing a book,” he said. 
“I told him I couldn’t write a 
paragraph, let alone write a 
book.”

But he ended up sitting down 
with Russell and a tape recorder 
for two hours, and before they 
knew it, a deal was in place.

In the book, Gamboa com-

pares a game he attended as 
a high school senior — Sandy 
Koufax’s perfect game on Sept. 
9, 1968 — with one he took part 
in as a coach with the Chicago 
Cubs.

“When Kerry Wood struck 
out 20, Mark Grace was running 
up and down the clubhouse say-
ing ‘We all got to see the great-
est game ever pitched, ’ ” Gamby 
said. “And Billy Williams 
turned around and said ‘Gracie, 
this might have been the second 
best.’ ”

Williams, it turned out, 
played in the perfect game on 
the losing side, and the Hall of 
Famer, who hit more than 400 
home runs in his career, told 
the boys that night that Koufax 
was unhittable.

“It was like tying to drink 
your morning cup of coffee with 
a fork,” Gamboa recalled.

Listen to the entire interview 
at www.BrooklynPaper.com/
radio. 

Brooklyn Paper radio is re-
corded and podcast live every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm — for your 
convenience — from our studio 
in America’s Downtown and 
can be found, on BrooklynPa-
per.com,  iTunes , and  Stitcher .

Gamby: Don’t blame Fonzie 
for horrible Cyclones season

SENIOR STAR: St. Francis Prep pitcher Salvatore Ferro wrapped 
up his high-school career with his best season on the mound, 
and now he’s ready to take his talents to Long Island University. 
 Community News Group / Laura Amato

Mayweather said. “I have a 
diverse team, a diverse staff 
and when I was young, I may 
have said some things that I 
shouldn’t have said. But we 
live and we learn and you don’t 
say those things when you get 
to a certain age. It’s all about 
growth and maturity.”

The talk on stage, however, 
mostly centered around the 
fi ght and, of course, McGregor’s 
inexperience in a boxing ring. 
Mayweather — a 12-time world 
champion with a 49–0 record 
— came out of retirement for 

the fi ght and sees his matchup 
against McGregor as a calcu-
lated move. 

This fi ght, and the events 
leading up to it, are as much 
a business decision as an ath-
letic one for Mayweather, who 
touted his own brand and, of 
course, the money it’s made 
throughout his career.

“This move I made right 
here, is not on the chess board. 
It’s controlling the chess 
board,” said Mayweather, who 
walked into Barclays draped 
in the Irish fl ag. “I can eas-
ily fi ght any fi ghter. Anybody. 
And make $35 million. But why 
do that? My legacy’s already 
stamped. I don’t need to do that. 

This move that I made right 
here, is unbelievable. They’re 
going to talk about this busi-
ness move at Harvard.”

The two fi ghters, who genu-
inely seem to despise each other 
at this point, were focused on 
insults and take-downs, each 
shot just a bit more profanity-
laced than the last.

“These are the two best 
[trash] talkers in both sports,” 
Ultimate Fighting Champion-
ship president Dana White said 
before the event. “That’s what 
these guys are known for. Obvi-
ously they’re both great fi ght-
ers, but what they’re really 
well-known for is their level of 
[trash] talking.”

Long Island 
University signs 

area pitcher

Continued from page 35 

COSMOS

Continued from page 35 

BOXING

GAMBY: The greatest Cyclones 
manager-turned-author ever. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY MATT JOHN
Mahoning Valley 5
Cyclones 4
July 12 at Mahoning Valley 
(10 innings)

For this year’s Brooklyn 
Cyclones, no lead is safe.

Cyclones relievers Tony 
Dibrell and Gregorix Estevez 
coughed up a two-run cushion 
in the ninth before Estevez al-
lowed a game-winning double 
in the 10th and the Cyclones 
fell to the Scrappers.

The Clones had a 4–2 lead 
entering the inning, but it 
quickly became 4–3 when Di-
brell served up a dinger to Ja-
son “J-Rod” Rodriguez. After 
a Tyler Friis single on the next 
at-bat, manager Edgardo Al-
fonzo, sensing doom, replaced 
Dibrell with Estevez, but Este-
vez only made things worse.

Mahoning Valley 4
Cyclones 2
July 13 at Mahoning Valley

Cyclones starter  Jose 
“Funky Cold” Medina  pitched 
valiantly in a losing cause, giv-
ing up just two runs on six hits 
in six innings, but the offense 
and the relief pitching failed 
as the Clones were swept by 
the Scrappers. 

The Cyclones took the lead 
early when Ricardo Cespedes 
grounded out to score Quinn 
Brodey and Scott Manea sin-
gled to score Medina to make 

it 2–0 in the second.
But the Scrappers tied it up 

two innings later when Sim-
eon Lucas doubled to score 
Jason “J-Rod” Rodriguez and 
Jonathan Laureano singled to 
score Lucas.

Medina threw a scoreless 
fi fth, but fi rst-year manager 
Edgardo Alfonzo turned to re-
liever Marcel Renteria, who 
quickly imploded. Making his 
season debut, the right-hander 
out of New Mexico state hit 
Clark Scolamiero with a pitch 
before allowing a run-scoring 
double to Ernie Clement. After 
Jesse Berardi grounded out to 
advance Clement to third, Os-
car Gonzalez singled to score 
Clement, making 4–2.

State College 4
Cyclones 3
July 14 at MCU Park

How did we ever win six?
The Cyclones’ train wreck 

of a season continued last 
night as our boys fell for the 
18th time, this time to the 
Spikes.

The team’s inability to 
drive home runners in scor-
ing position was on the mind 
of manager Edgardo Alfonzo 
after the game.

“We had a man on second 
with no outs but we couldn’t 
score,” Fonzie said. “Those 
are the little things that we 
have to correct and put in the 

right place.”

State College 12
Cyclones 1
July 15 at MCU Park

This is getting ridiculous.
Cyclones reliever Trent 

Johnson allowed six hits and 
eight runs in one-and-two-
thirds innings and the boys 
lost their fi fth game in a row 
— their 19th loss this season, 
this time to the Spikes.

Brooklyn was down 2–0 
before even stepping to the 

plate as starter Mike Gibbons 
threw a wild pitch to score 
Scott Hurst before Yariel Gon-
zalez singled to score Evan 
Mendoza.

Cyclones 2
State College 1
July 16 at MCU Park

Jose Miguel “Funky Cold” 
Medina’s two-out double in 
the bottom of the ninth with 
two on scored the game-win-
ning run as the Cyclones beat 
the Spikes to snap a fi ve game 

losing streak.
With the game seemingly 

headed for extra innings af-
ter Edgardo Furmin popped 
out to fi rst and Jeremy Wolf 
struck out swinging, Matt 
Winaker singled to right and 
Reed Gamache worked a walk 
before Medina hit a line-drive 
double to score Winaker to 
win the game.

Staten Island 5
Cyclones 3
July 17 at MCU Park

Cyclones starter Jake Si-
mon didn’t get out of the sec-
ond inning, allowing four hits 
and fi ve runs as the last place 
Cyclones fell to the fi rst place 
— and hated — Staten Island 
Yankees.

Simon walked the fi rst two 
batters he faced before Dom 
Thompson-Williams singled 
to score Oswaldo Cabrera. Si-
mon then hit Timmy Robin-
son with a pitch, loading the 
bases, and Leonardo Molina’s 
sacrifi ce fl y scored Wilkerman 
Garcia. Simon then walked 
Nelson Gomez before Jason 
Lopez singled to score Thomp-
son-Williams and Robinson 
before Gomez was tagged out 
at third, making it 4–0 in the 
fi rst.

Fonzie was not pleased 
with the Yankees’ early rally, 
but he was happy to see our 
boys fi ght back.

Cyclones’ record hits a new low

BY MATTHEW JOHN
She was a true fan, and true hero!

Going all the way back to 
2001, Joan Bette Paduano was a 
true-blue Brooklyn Cyclones fan. 
Game after game, she’d sit in her 
regular seat behind the backstop 
at MCU Park, energetically urg-
ing on Brooklyn’s Boys of Sum-
mer, win or lose.

“She knew all this players’ 
names. Players knew who she was 
throughout the years,” says her 
son, Anthony Paduano. “You’d 
hear her yelling stuff like ‘Come 
on! What are you doing? You 
should have run faster! You’re 
better than that! Let’s go!’ ”

Paduano’s passionate cheers 
for her hometown heroes were si-
lenced last year when she passed 

away from cancer, but her spirit 
lives on in the hearts of the team, 
which honored her in a special 
ceremony on July 14 at the ball-
park-by-the-Boardwalk. Her fam-
ily members and friends were 
presented with a replica of the 
MCU Park seat she routinely oc-
cupied — and reminisced about 
how almost nothing could keep 
her from coming to the games.

“She got mad at me because I 
got married on opening day,” An-
thony said. “She jokingly yelled 
at me for making her miss the 
game for my wedding, but that’s 
just who she was.”

Paduano’s strong support for 
the Clones was matched by her 
dedication to the Boy Scouts of 
America, which she began work-

ing with in 1986 when Anthony 
joined as a Scout.

Paduano worked tirelessly 
over the years, becoming a 
Mother Scout and helping doz-
ens of young men grown in the 
organization achieve the highest 
rank, Eagle Scout. In apprecia-
tion, the Scouts gave her its Sil-
ver Beaver Award, which honors 
individuals for their community 
service work.

“My mother was determined. 
That’s the best way to put it,” 
Anthony said. “She would say 
things like, ‘We have six months 
to get this done so we’re starting 
today.’ She always wanted to get 
things fi nished. Because of that, 
she helped out so many Scouts 
over the years.”

HONORING JOAN: Friends and family gathered behind to pay 
tribute to life-long Cyclones fan Joan Bette Paduano on July 
14, when the Clones commemorated the seat she always sat in 
to cheer on her team.  Photo by Jon Farina

BAD START: Starter Jake Simon allowed four hits and fi ve runs as the 
Clones fell to the hated Staten Island Yankees on July 17. Photo by Jon Farina

Clones honor long-time fan at MCU
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NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
BLACK CAT PROPERTIES  
LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
10/28/2015. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: E. 
DAVID JONES 1239  
DEKALB AVE BROOKLYN,  
NY 11221. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.
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 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed 
Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much More! 
MSRP $44,970. VIN#2LHBL32613. $5,471 
Due at Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, 
$4,497 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, 
$0 Security Deposit. For those who 
qualify, $1,500 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, 
Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 7/31/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKX SELECT

$329 PER MO.
24 MOS
LEASE

†

4 Door, 6 Speed Automatic, 3.5L GTDI V6 
Engine, 19” Wheels, Keyless, Rearview 
Camera, ABS Brakes, P/S, A/C and More! 
MSRP $49,950. VIN#2LHBL01228. Tax, 
Tags & DMV Fees addt’l. Expires 7/31/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKT 3.5L AWD

*$45,495

LINCOLN

LINCOLN
 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
    †/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax,    title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable upon 
consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/
purchase option: $6,696/$26,830 (Lincoln MKZ),    $7,896/$28,882 (Lincoln MKX),    $10,044/$26,702 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 
25¢ per mile over 10,   500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for 
typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391,    DMV#6240988.

www.PremierLincoln.com

DON'T MISS THESE SUMMER SAVINGS!

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

THE NEW 2017 LINCOLN
CONTINENTAL
15 in stock...
Leasing
For Much
Much Less!

$279 per month 24 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much 
More! MSRP $41,795 VIN#3LHR658938, $4,919 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month 
Payment, $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those 
who qualify $2500 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 7/31/17. 

$279 per month 36 month lease. 200A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Select Plus 
Package, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $40,060, VIN#5LHUL54874, $4,919 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. For those who qualify $1250 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 7/31/17. 

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKZ RESERVE
BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKC SELECT

†$279
LEASE PER MONTH

24 MOS.        36  MOS.

YOUR CHOICE

Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

2017 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Grey, 17K Mi, 
Stk#2165F

 $27,495BUY
FOR

*

2016 LINCOLN MKT

Auto, P/Moonroof, Navigation, 
Black, 9K Mi, Stk#2291F

 $32,995BUY
FOR

*

2013 LINCOLN MKX 

Auto, A/C, White, 10K Mi, 
Stk#2301F

 $24,995BUY
FOR

*

BUY
FOR

2017 LINCOLN MKZ 
RESERVE AWD

Auto, A/C, Silver 7K Mi, 
Stk#2179F

 $33,495*

CERTIFIED

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200
WE ACCEPT ALL MAKES

& MODELS
EXCEPT LEASING

COMPANY VEHICLES

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•
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R

TICIPATING DEALE
R

Auto NetAuto Net
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