
May 1–xx, 2016

Your Neighborhood — Your News®July 23, 2017

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 15

BY LAWRENCE CARREL
Citi Bike may be coming to Bay 
Ridge. 

A non-profi t bicycle advocacy 
group has gathered more than 700 
signatures on a petition to bring the 
Citi Bike bicycle-rental program to 
Sunset Park and Bay Ridge. And 
the petition drive is well past the 
halfway mark toward the tipping 
point, which can move the city to 
consider the neighborhood in up-
coming expansion plans, accord-
ing to the head of the group.

 “When we get more than 500, 
people take notice,” said Paul 
Steely White, executive direc-
tor of Transportation Alterna-
tives. “When we hit 1,000, that’s 
a critical threshold where we get 
more support from community 
members, small businesses and 
elected offi cials.”

The actual decision on where 
to place new Citi Bike stations 
lies with the city and Motivate, 
the for-profi t company that owns 
and operates the program. Yearly 
membership is $163 for unlimited 
trips of less than 45 minutes. 

Currently, there are 6,000 bike 
stations and 10,000 bikes across 
the city. About a third of them are 
in Brooklyn neighborhoods such 
as Downtown, Dumbo, Brook-

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
This ain’t your kids’ puppet 
show.

A musical puppet per-
formance that follows the 
metaphysical journey of a 
suicidal gay teenager will 
belt out its tunes at the 
Park Slope gay bar Excel-
sior on July 27. And though 

“Anthropomorphic” dives 
into an occult world of hu-
man-insect hybrids, it is 
a deeply personal show 
rooted in fi rst-hand experi-
ence, said its creator.

“It tells my struggles 
and my stories as a kid 
growing up in a conserva-
tive family in South Caro-

lina,” said Timothy Young, 
of Park Slope’s Puppetry 
Arts. “I was on the brink 
of suicide, but I was able to 
confront my demons — so 
I took my story a step fur-
ther. One thing I learned 
from that is that I am some-
one to be loved. Everyone 

BY LAUREN GILL
This case’s outcome goes 
far beyond the green space’s 
confi nes.

A judge’s ruling on 
whether Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s keepers are violat-
ing an agreement that re-
stricts how much private 
development can be built in 

the park could affect mead-
ows across America, park 
advocates said.

“This will certainly 
have city-wide and coun-
try-wide implications,” 
said Geoffrey Croft, who 
heads watchdog group 
NYC Parks Advocates and 

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 6Continued on page 14

Singer’s ode 
to relocation 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
All roads lead to Brooklyn — 
whether you like it or not!

A Crown Heights cabaret per-
former will launch a humorous, 
sing-along single about the forces 
of gentrifi cation at National Saw-
dust on July 26. Natti Vogel’s song 
“We All Move to Brooklyn,” from 
his upcoming album “Serving 
Body,” offers his cheeky take on 
the frightening, seemingly inevi-
table economic forces that have 
swept artists — including Vogel 
himself — into the borough of 
Kings over the last few years.

“There’s no way around it, it’s 
a scary, awkward trend that feels 
inhuman and feels disrespect-
ful of the self and of the other. 
There’s no cute spin to gentrifi -
cation,” said Vogel, who moved 
to Crown Heights six years ago. 
“I do a big eye-roll every time I 
see an article in a paper, maga-
zine, or news segment that’s like 
‘Come to Brooklyn’s new artisa-
nal cheese shop’ or every time I 

Continued on page 6

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION: Songwriter and cabaret performer Natti Vogel will belt out his song about gentrifi -
cation, “We All Move to Brooklyn,” in the middle of Williamsburg, the borough’s highest-rent neighborhood, on July 26. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

PUPPET MASTER: Tim 
Young performs “Anthropo-
morphic” in Park Slope on 
June 27.

MOVING MUSICCiti Bike 
in Ridge?

Stringing a different tuneBattlefi eld berth
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
2nd Floor, Bklyn, NY 11229

Between East 14th and 15th

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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Dental smile evaluations by computer. 
It’s free, and it only

takes a minute. Try it!

Ask For Your 
FREE 

Smile Evaluation Photo!

BEFORE AFTER

FAMILY GENERAL & 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY 

STATE OF THE ART OFFICE $395
IMPLANT

$1,250
$1,250)

$3,995
VENEER 
SPECIAL

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme
makeove you have always wanted

Dental Care for 
Children all Ages

(Infants - Adolescents)

We are now the dentists 
for the New York Riveters.fo the NNNew o

Monday – Friday 8am–6pm, Saturday 8am–1pm

www.salstrans.com

Financing

Available

All repairs backed by our ironclad guarantee

Family owned and operated for over 40 years

“Sal Raio forgoes profi t for honesty” – New York Times

BY COLIN MIXSON
A powerful Borough Park 
councilman announced on 
July 17 he will not seek re-
election this November, ap-
parently so he can hand-
pick his successor.

Councilman David 
Greenfi eld (D–Borough 
Park) said he will not run 
for his seat later this year, 
but his decision came after 
a key July 13 deadline for 
Council campaigns, and 
locked out candidates who 
might have run for the seat 
had they known the well-
funded incumbent was step-
ping down.

Instead, Greenfi eld has 
assembled a “committee 
on vacancies” — which in-
cludes his wife Dina along 
with four other appointees 
— that will name the coun-
cilman’s substitute on the 
ballot by Friday.

By removing the com-
petition, Greenfi eld’s can-
didate will likely win, and 
some good-government 
groups say that undercuts 
the democratic process.

“He’s putting in place a 
political ally that will con-
tinue to match his interests 
and philosophies without 
the benefi t of any real pri-
mary election,” said Dick 
Dadey, head of Citizens 
Union.

Greenfi eld, who was 
voted into offi ce during a 
special election in March of 
2010 after Councilman Sim-
cha Felder stepped down, 
and subsequently reelected 
in November of that year 
and again in 2013, could 
have served one more term 
in offi ce before term limits 
kicked in — and kicked him 
out.

Whoever his successor 
is could potentially be in of-
fi ce for two full terms until 
2026 after running virtu-
ally unopposed this year, 
detractors say.

“It’s a sneaky move,” 
said lawyer and activist al-
so-ran John O’Hara.

As of July 17, Greenfi eld’s 

only challenger to register 
candidacy with the city, Da-
vid Mandel, had dropped 
out of the race, according to 
Campaign Finance Board 
Spokesman William Fowler.

On Tuesday, Green-
fi eld’s team named Kalman 
Yeger, a political ally mull-
ing a challenge to Council-
man Chaim Deutsch (D–
Sheepshead Bay), to be his 
replacement on the ballot.

Yeger could not be 
reached for comment by 
press time.

In a statement, Green-
fi eld, who is the chairman 
of the powerful Committee 
on Land Use, said he looks 
forward to serving impov-

erished New Yorkers in his 
new role as chief executive 
offi cer at the Metropolitan 
Council on Jewish Poverty, 
which boasts more than $53 
million in assets, according 
to guidestar.org.

“I was humbled to be 
asked by the lay-leadership 
to serve as its next leader, 
subject to government ap-
proval, and am excited about 
galvanizing this critically 
important organization to 
serve our city’s neediest for 
years to come,” Greenfi eld’s 
statement read.

Greenfi eld did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment regarding the timing 
of his announcement.

Kingmaker to 
choose his heir
Councilman quits, will pick a successor

LASTING LEGACY: Councilman David Greenfi eld will not run for 
re-election, but will be able to pick his likely successor. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Long-awaited countdown 
clocks in many Bay Ridge 
train stations are fi nally 
up and running, but some 
of them are accurate even 
less often than an R train 
shows up.

The gizmo on 86th 
Street platform offers only 
sporadic information on 
Manhattan-bound locomo-
tives, and is mostly keep-
ing track of R trains that 
are 95th Street-bound — 
the next and fi nal Brook-
lyn stop — instead of the 
far more populous Man-
hattan-bound side, leav-
ing straphangers scratch-
ing their heads. 

“What’s the point?” 
said Dyker Heights res-
ident Jacob Muller. “I 
raised an eyebrow when 
I saw that — I thought I 
was reading it wrong. Ev-
eryone comes here to go 
into Brooklyn and Man-
hattan. No one is really 
itching to know when the 
next 95th Street train is 
coming.” 

The newfangled tech 
was installed a few 
months ago and the sys-
tem went live in the 86th 
and 95th Street stations 
on July 11. A clock just 
beyond the turnstiles at 
the 86th Street stop alerts 
riders of incoming 95th 
Street and Manhattan-

bound trains, but the 
subway platform clock 
logged infrequent info 
on trains heading to-
ward Sunset Park — ig-
noring some trains and 
acknowledging others. 

Each clock relies on 
the subway’s wireless 
network and pings the lo-
cation of trains through 
four bluetooth receivers 
at each station — a pair at 
each end of the platform 
— that connects to blue-
tooth devices in the fi rst 
and last cars of the trains 
as they arrive and leave. 

The result is — usu-
ally — a relatively accu-
rate estimate of when a 
train will arrive at the 
next station, meant to give 
commuters some peace of 
mind that a train is in fact 
en route.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity did not respond to 
a request for comment 
on why the 86th Street 
clock fails to register so 
many Manhattan-bound 
trains.

The clocks are well-in-
tended, but maybe not the 
best use of the authority’s 
cash, said one rider.

“I really like the idea 
of these clocks but every 
day there are crazy train 
delays. I don’t think this 
is the best use of their 

money,” said Bay Ridg-
ite Will Lippisch. “In-
vest more in infrastruc-
ture, so I don’t need to 
worry about the train 
being late, rather than 
something telling me the 
train is 20, 30 minutes 
away.” 

But others were just 
glad to finally have 
some sort of ballpark 
estimate of when to ex-
pect the R. 

“Honestly, it’s just nice 
to know. Sometimes there 
aren’t any trains at 95th, 
and you have to wait for 
something to stop here 
and turn around,” said 
Bay Ridgite Samantha 

Piccolo. “It gives a general 
idea at least. I’ll take any-
thing that makes taking 
the subway easier.” 

The transportation 
authority aims for count-
down clocks in all 269 sta-
tions to be active by the 
end of 2017. 

 Bay Ridge Avenue, 
53rd Street, and the Pros-
pect Avenue stations shut-
tered earlier this year for 
six months worth of up-
grades  as part of Gov. Cuo-
mo’s initiative to gussy 
up dilapidated subway 
stations. Each stop will 
feature spiffy new count-
down clocks once they re-
open this fall.

LONG-AWAITED FOR A LONG WAIT: Countdown clocks are fi -
nally up and running at 86th Street and 95th Street stations to 
give commuters a heads up on their wait for the R train, but rid-
ers say they just aren’t that accurate at predicting when trains 
will enter the station. Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

BARGAIN BASEMENT: The price of this plush Mill Basin estate has 
dropped from $30 million to $18 million in the nearly four years it’s 
been on the market, and it still can’t fi nd a buyer. Douglas Elliman

Mill Basin mansion 
can’t fi nd a buyer

BY LAWRENCE CARREL
If you’re looking for water-
front property in Brooklyn, 
there’s  a stunning 10-bed-
room mansion on the mar-
ket now in Mill Basin that’s 
an absolute bargain  — if you 
don’t mind its connections to 
the mob and the Russian oli-
garchy. 

The lavish property on 
National Drive has seen its 
price cut almost in half since 
it fi rst came on the market 
nearly four years ago, from 
$30 million in 2013 — making 
it the most expensive home 
in Brooklyn at the time — to 
just $18 million when it was 
relisted earlier this month.

The three-story house de-
signed by famed interior de-
signer Noel Jeffrey has eight 
bedrooms and eight “spa 
baths” — not counting two  
“elegant powder rooms” — 
and a “circular Zen medita-
tion room.”

It even comes with a guest-
house about half the size of 
the main mansion, plus a gi-
gantic swimming pool and 
spa. 

Considering that Brook-
lyn’s housing market is 
on fi re — with the average 
apartment price jumping 22.1 
percent, to near a record $1 
million, according Douglas 
Elliman market reports — 
for the price per square foot 
make this mansion a pretty 
good deal.

But it does come with 
some baggage.

The house was built by 
John Rosetti, one of the 

founders of the BurgerFi res-
taurant chain. The contro-
versy starts when Rosetti, 
a multi-millionaire with 
connections to the Colombo 
crime family, according to 
the  Village Voice  and  Smok-
ing Gun website , was sued 
by the state for violating the 
Tidal Wetlands Act by exca-
vating and placing landfi ll 
in some protected wetlands 
in Mill Basin to extend the 
property and make room for 
the pool and patio. 

Before settling the suit, 
Rosetti sold the house in the 
late 1990s for a mere $3 mil-
lion to Galina Anisimova, 
wife of Russian oligarch 
Vassily Anisimov. Anisimov 
made his fortune in alumi-
num and is now worth $1.42 
billion and is pals with Rus-
sian President and noted 
Donald Trump fan Vladimir 
Putin,  according to Forbes . 
Anisimova is also the mother 
of Anna Anisimov, some-
times called the  “Russian 
Paris Hilton.”  

Anisimova tried to sell the 
Mill Basin property for $30 
million starting in 2013, but 
cut the price to $17 million 
in 2015,  according to Street-
Easy.com , but still found no 
buyers. 

Earlier this year, the man-
sion was put back on the mar-
ket at a further discount at 
$12.5 million, according to 
the site, before it was fi nally 
relisted in early July at $18 
miilion, but with the guest 
house thrown in to sweeten 
the deal.

Cockamamie train clocks 
confuse Bay Ridgites

lyn Heights, Fort Greene, 
Clinton Hill, Bedford-
Stuyvesant, Red Hook, 
Park Slope, Boerum Hill, 
Cobble Hill, Carroll Gar-
dens, Gowanus, Williams-
burg, and Greenpoint. But 
none have been placed in 
any neighborhoods in car-
centric Southern Brook-
lyn — yet.

The company expects 
to add another 100 stations 
and 2,000 bikes this year, 
with the Brooklyn expan-
sion already planed to 
reach into Crown Heights 

and Prospect Heights. 
“We have offered to 

continue to expand the 
program and bring an-
other 6,000 bikes with no 
cost to taxpayers to all 
fi ve boroughs,” said Dani 
Simons, Motivate’s direc-
tor of communications. 
“We will work with the 
city to determine where 
the bikes should go.”

Not everyone is excited 
about the prospect of host-
ing a Citi Bike rack in the 
place of several precious 
parking spots, and en-
couraging locals to swap 
four wheels for two.

“They put bicyclists out 
in the road. They take more 
road space, and they have 

no respect for cars or driv-
ers,” said Allen Bortnick, 
an 11-year member of Com-
munity Board 10. “Fourth 
Avenue is 50 feet wide. They 
want to reduce to one lane 
each way and make it next 
to impossible to use.”

Bortnick says that he’s 
not anti-bicycle, but wor-
ries about ceding more and 
more street space to pedal 
power at the expense of au-
tomobile traffi c fl ow.

“I have no interest in 
stopping bicycles from us-
ing the streets,” continued 
Bortnick. “I’m bothered 
by when they put them 
on main drives and main 
avenues and take away a 
lane. You don’t need a six 

foot wide lane for bicycles 
for off curb parking.”

White counters that 
bike advocates are not 
pushing for global bicy-
clical domination, but 
rather aiming to more 
equitably share the road 
between cars, bikes and 
public transit.

“No one is suggesting 
we should turn all the car 
storage spaces into bike 
spaces,” he said. “But, I 
think most people would 
support the modest con-
version of some car park-
ing into bike-share spaces, 
recognizing that even in 
a neighborhood like Bay 
Ridge, most commuters 
are not driving to work.” 

CITI BIKE
Continued from page 1
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Don’t call it a catwalk!

Canine and couture lov-
ers hit Park Slope on July 15 
to watch primped pooches 
take the runway at a local 
bar’s pup-ular dog fashion 
show, which organizers said 
was an unforgettable mix of 
camaraderie and costumes.

“My jaw still hurts from 
smiling,” said Freddy’s Bar 
co-owner Donald O’Finn. 
“You put dogs and beer to-
gether with food and live 

music — I don’t think any-
thing is better.”

No less than 48 four-
legged models strutted their 
stuff at the bar on Fifth Av-
enue between 17th and 18th 
streets as part of its fourth-
annual Doggy Fashion 
Show, which attendees said 
was bigger and better than 
ever this year.

“It was amazing,” said 
Erik Satre, whose poo-
dle-mix Harley modeled a 
glittering pride-inspired 

getup. “More dogs, more 
costumes, more fun — and 
better prizes!”

The competition’s judges 
— not restricted to deliber-
ating on typical categories 
like best swimsuit or talent 
— are free to give pooches 
prizes for any reason 
they choose, according to 
O’Finn, who said this year 
an award for “Best Catho-
lic” was created to recog-
nize a French Bulldog’s re-
splendent papal regalia.

“The dogs are so spec-
tacular that we really try to 
base the winners on what 
we have in front of us,” he 
said.

Some owners begin plan-
ning for the event months 
in advance, but one Park 
Slope resident who dressed 
her golden-doodle, Moose, 
as a doctor said she waited 
until the 11th-hour to put to-
gether the getup.

“I’ll be honest, it was 
very last minute,” said 

Kate Getzewich.
But Getzewich, an 

emergency room physi-
cian who said she franti-
cally grabbed hospital par-
aphernalia for her pup’s 

costume mere hours before 
the event, planned well in 
a pinch, and Moose earned 
a “Best in Show” award for 
her impressive, if a bit clin-
ical, look.

Fluffy mutts strut their stuff
COSTUMED CANINES: (From left) Shaggy sported a look perfect 
for pups on the go. Poodle-mix Harley wore a pride-themed outfi t 
featuring a rainbow hat and matching skirt with purple shades. 
Golden-doodle Moose won a “Best in Show” trophy for her doctor’s 
uniform, which she promptly removed after the show.  
 Photos by Jason Speakman
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LOANS AVAILABLE 

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

1609 Avenue Z
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org

$15,000

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
Call it a modest success.

 The Bay Ridge salon that caters to hijab-
wearing ladies  has expanded with a multi-
cultural consignment shop so salon-goers 
can fi nd fancy threads that won’t impinge 
on their Muslim modesty and give them a 
chance to recycle special-occasion gowns 
that would otherwise collect dust in their 
closets. 

“I see how when women buy their wed-
ding gowns they feel it’s a waste of money, 
so this is a way for them to do something 
with their pre-loved dresses,” said Green-
point resident Huda Quhshi, the salon’s 
owner. “This way, it makes it easier for 
women who can’t afford to buy a designer 
gown and to fi nd something that suits their 
culture.” 

The basement boutique in Fifth Ave-
nue’s Le’Jemalik salon features a vibrant 
array of gowns, wedding dresses, and tra-
ditional garb for weddings and swanky 
shindigs.  The thrifty threads include de-
signer Palestinian thobes, Moroccan kaf-
tans, and the Pakistani salwar kameez — a 
boon to Muslim gals looking for fashion-
forward garments that still leaves a little 
to the imagination. 

It is a wardrobe as diverse as the neigh-
borhood it resides in, said Quhshi. 

“The area we’re in is so diverse,” said 
Quhshi, a Yemni-American. “It’s not just 
Yemeni here — it’s Palestinian, Pakistani, 
Egyptian — so we try and have something 
for everyone.” 

And the prices won’t break the bank 
either. Shoppers can drop anywhere from 
$50–$4,500 depending on their budget, and 
give the garments a try right in the shop’s 
fi tting rooms. The owners of purchased 
frocks  get a 60-percent cut of the take. 

Le’Jemalik — which means “for 

beauty” in Arabic — opened to much fan-
fare in January after this paper previewed 
the opening. Since then, Quhshi’s vision 
of a man-free salon where ladies can luxu-
riate without the stress of strangers pop-
ping in has blown up with national praise 
from publications including Vogue, Allure, 
and a video by mini-documentary-maker 
NowThis Her with 18 million views. 

Comptroller Scott Stringer even pre-
sented Quhshi with a commendation for 
her community leadership and entrepre-
neurship at the pol’s annual Eid Al-fi tr cel-
ebration on July 13.

Quhshi, a 37-year-old licensed cosme-
tologist specializing in bridal hair and 
makeup, opened the salon after saving 
since she was 17-years-old with the aim of 
creating a one-stop beauty shop geared to-
ward the often-overlooked needs of Muslim 
women. 

The salon performs halal eyebrow treat-
ments — where instead of plucking the hair 
it is bleached, tinted and shaped — and sells 
halal nail polish that allows water to pass 
through the paint, which would otherwise 
create a barrier to ritual ablutions. The sa-
lon is hiring a manicurist. 

Much of Quhshi’s freelance clientele 
prior to opening the beauty parlor lived in 
Bay Ridge, so the area made a natural fi t, 
but more locations are on the horizon, she 
said.

“I have a lot of clients in the Bronx, and 
people drive hours from Long Island, so 
once things calm down, maybe I’ll open an-
other location that will make it easier on 
them,” said Quhshi. “People have even ap-
proached me to franchise. So we’ll see.” 

Those interested in selling their en-
sembles should send a description of the 
threads and photos to contact@lejemalik.
com.

COVERED GIRLS: Owner of Bay Ridge salon Le’Jemalik has expanded with a multi-cultural consignment 
shop of modest threads in the basement. Community News Group / Caroline Spivack

Halal haute couture
Ridge multi-cultural consignment store 

is catering to Muslim modesty
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see a show about Brook-
lyn, or some song about 
Brooklyn that’s glamor-
ized how fun and artsy, 
and how hip and raw and 
how cool it is, and it just 
feels like throwing icing 
on a big turd cake of real-
ity.”

Vogel wrote “We All 
Move to Brooklyn” while 
living on the distant isle 
of Manhattan. But now 
that he has succumbed 
to the siren call of Kings 
County, he feels obligated 
to use his talents to record 
the trend that brought 
him here. 

“I wrote this song sev-
eral years go when I was 
still in college and I had 
kind of tried to stick it 
out in Manhattan. I found 
all sorts of crazy deals 
and tried to game the 
system basically to stay, 
and at some point I gave 
in to gravity and moved 
to Brooklyn,” said Vogel. 
“And I just think my role 
as an artist is to comment 
on society as it’s happen-
ing.”

Vogel’s favorite part of 
living in the borough of 
churches is just the fact 
that it has not yet fallen to 
the moneyed forces that 
have conquered Manhat-
tan, he said.

“I could say I like the 
gorgeous brownstones, 
or I like the statue of Ul-
ysses S. Grant outside of 
my window — all that 
stuff is really interest-
ing, but fundamentally 
I guess what makes liv-
ing in Brooklyn the most 
vital is [that] so much of 
Manhattan has already 
been taken over com-
pletely by commerce, by 
bankers, and lawyers 
and fi nance people,” said 
Vogel.

The single release 
concert will offer more 
than a bleak economic 
forecast, said Vogel — it 
will also have his signa-
ture humor, songs about 
dating, and hope for the 
future.

“I hope people enjoy 
this song and the live 
show, my live shows are 
always really fun and 
interactive and people 
leave really energized 
and leave happy,” said 
Vogel. “And I hope the 
song itself provides ca-
tharsis for anyone who 
likes living in this im-
perfect world and trying 
to make something nice 
out of it.”

“We All Move to Brook-
lyn” at National Sawdust 
(80 N. Sixth St. at Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
www.nationalsawdust.
org). July 26 at 10 pm. $25 
($20 in advance).

Continued from page 1 

MUSIC

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
They’re all bit parts!

Fifty female comedians 
will crack jokes about their 
junk at the Bell House on 
July 23, for the comedy 
show “50 Lady Bits.” The 
organizers of the private 
part punchline-up say 
they were inspired to cre-
ate the show after comedi-
enne and talk show host 
Iliza Shlesinger criticized 
other female stand-ups for 
making too many jokes 
about their vaginas. The 
incident caused an uproar 
in the comic community, 
but lit a light bulb for hosts 
Sachi Ezura and Halle 
Kiefer, the creators of the 
annual “50 First Jokes” 
New Year’s Day joke mara-
thon.

The show is not meant 
as an attack on Shlesinger, 
said Ezura — instead, it is 
a light-hearted opportu-
nity to change the way peo-
ple view women in comedy 
and the kind of jokes they 
tell.

“I’m big fan of Iliza’s 
comedy, and we really 
wanted to show that there’s 
nothing wrong with mak-
ing jokes about our bod-

ies and sexuality,” said 
Ezura.

Each of the 50 comics 
will get two minutes to 
share her routine the fe-
male experience, using 
musical performances, 
short sketches, or a va-
riety of comedy styles. 
Some comics might lit-
erally reference their 

vaginas, while others 
might just talk about 
their dating lives, said 
Ezura.

“I’m sure some are 
going to be raunchy and 
some people will be clean 
— personally I take it 
as a fun assignment to 
see what they do with it 
— but it’s not a show for 

the faint of heart,” said 
Ezura. “It’s definitely go-
ing to be sex-positive and 
trans-inclusive and poke 
fun at the idea of what 
female comics can talk 
about.”

The Williamsburg co-
medienne hopes that the 
night will free help women 
talk about sex on stage with 
the same freedom as male 
comics.

“ D e - s t i g m a t i z i n g 
women talking about sex 
is important to me, a lot 
of kinds of women are 
scared to talk about be-
ing sexual and there’s a 
lot of stigma around va-
gina in general,” she said. 
“Guys have been talking 
about their dicks on stage 
for decades, but it’s still a 
worry with what we have 
going on in our under-
pants.” 

All proceeds from the 
event will go to Planned 
Parenthood.

“50 Lady Bits” at Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. be-
tween Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510, www.thebell-
houseny.com]. July 23 at 8 
pm. $15.

BITS OF LAUGHTER: Humorists Halle Kiefer and Sachi Ezura will 
host the all-female comedy show “50 Lady Bits” at the Bell House 
on July 23. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

is someone to be loved, and 
I hope that message comes 
across in the show.”

The performance uses 
Japanese-style bunraku 
puppetry and shadow pup-
pets to tell the story of Wes-
ley, a bullied gay teen who 
is driven to suicide. The 
show largely takes place 
in an otherworldly, Purga-

tory-like space, where Wes-
ley embarks on a journey of 
self-discovery, encounter-
ing a curious cast of charac-
ters including singing scor-
pions, spiders, and crickets. 
Despite the unusual trap-
pings, at its core is a relat-
able story about conviction 
and family, said Young.

“This is a story about 
faith. A story about the 
love between a mother 
and a son and her hard-
line Christian values that 

are wrongly used to judge 
someone,” said the Park 
Slope puppeteer. “His only 
escape is taking his life, 
so in the purgatory of his 
mind is where the story 
takes place.” 

The provocative puppet 
show also includes odes to 
a variety of religious texts 
and historical eras in or-
der to celebrate diversity, 
he said. 

“I incorporate women’s 
right, gay rights. I infused 

the Koran, the Torah in 
dialogue and songs,” said 
Young. “It is a strong Amer-
ican story.” 

Young has performed 
the show once a year for 
almost a decade, changing 
and adapting it with each 
performance, he said. 

“Anthropomorphic” at 
the Excelsior Bar (563 Fifth 
Ave. between 15th and 16th 
Streets, www.puppetryarts.
org/anthropomorphic). 
July 27 at 8 pm. Free.

PUPPETS
Continued from page 1

Jokes about junk: Female 
comics quip about their bits

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION: Vogel wrote “We All Move 
to Brooklyn” while living on the distant isle of Manhattan. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
These vendors are in the 
business of love.

Dozens of merchants 
along Myrtle Avenue are 
pacifying the corridor by 
displaying signs that read 
“Hate Has No Business 
Here” in their shops’ win-
dows as part of a campaign 
to unite Fort Greene–area 
businesses against intoler-
ance that shopkeepers said 
arose in the aftermath of 
Donald Trump’s election as 
President.

“It seemed like some-
one popped open a bottle 
of hate after the election, 
and people felt the need to 
verbalize anything they 
thought,” said Kym Rod-
gers, owner of The Brook-
lyn Sweet Spot at 366 Myr-
tle Ave. between Adelphi 
Street and Clermont Ave-
nue. “Peace needed a voice 
at that point, and people 
wondering if my shop 

wasn’t welcome to them 
because of how they look 
or speak needed to know 

that it is absolutely a safe 
space.”

Rodgers’s pastry shop 
is one of many establish-
ments promoting the anti-
hate campaign, which was 
organized by the Myrtle Av-
enue Brooklyn Partnership 
— a group that works with 
small businesses located on 
the street — and launched 
on July 4. The idea for it 
came from a neighborhood 
shopkeeper, who brought it 
to the partnership in Feb-
ruary after the owner of 
another area store was the 
target of an online hate 
message.

“There were activists 
doing different things such 
as holding fund-raisers 
and hanging signs in their 
windows, but I felt we’d be 
stronger if we were on the 
same page,” said creator 
Amanda Neville, propri-
etor of wine shop Tipsy at 
584 Myrtle Ave. between 

Emerson Place and Clas-
son Avenue. “That way 
we’d be more united, and 
have more of an impact.”

Neville worked with a 
graphic designer to create 
the movement’s offi cial im-
age, a likeness of the Amer-
ican fl ag with a heart tak-
ing the place of the 50 stars, 
which is displayed next to 
translations of the motto in 
various languages on signs 
that hang in the windows 
of all participating busi-
nesses. The posters show 
members of the area’s di-
verse community that the 
owners of their favorite 
stores stand with them, she 
said.

“Many of our commu-
nity members are minori-
ties or immigrants, and 
some fall in both groups, 
so we wanted to show them 
these are safe spaces, and 
that we’re not just going to 
ignore intolerance,” Neville 

said. “We’re engaged, and 
we have decided to be proac-
tive in a positive way.”

The activist and entre-
preneur said other neigh-
borhoods’ business improve-
ment groups already have 

recognized the campaign 
and are working to bring it 
to their areas, and that she 
hopes the movement’s in-
clusive message will spread 
among merchants outside of 
New York City, too.

They’re trumping hate

MULTILINGUAL: A campaign 
sign depicts an American fl ag 
with a heart where the 50 stars 
should be and translates the 
slogan into several languages.
 Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Partnership

NO HATE: Amanda Neville, owner of Tipsy at 584 Myrtle Ave., cre-
ated the “Hate Has No Business Here” campaign to unite local mer-
chants against intolerance. Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Partnership

Myrtle Avenue shopkeepers promote inclusivity with new fl ag

Hear it Thursdays
HOW DOES THE BROOKLYN PAPER SOUND? 

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Brooklyn legend Gersh 
Kuntzman every Monday at 4:45 pm for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.



J
ULY 23, 2017, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

9

P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Rodent steals lady’s mail
BY COLIN MIXSON

Talk about a pack rat!
A Brooklyn extermina-

tor solved the mystery of a 
Bedford-Stuyvesant wom-
an’s missing mail on July 
13 when he discovered a 
rat’s nest containing two 
months’ worth of lost letters 
beneath his client’s brown-
stone’s stairs.

“She thought it was the 
post offi ce’s fault, and was 
complaining to them,” said 
rodent slayer James Mol-
luso, of Northeastern Ex-
terminating.

The exterminator found 
some 35 unopened bills and 
other dispatches in the rat’s 
abode beneath the wom-

an’s home on Halsey Street 
near Bedford Avenue. The 
mail was easy pickings for 
the bewhiskered bandit 
that Molluso dubbed “Mail 
Rat,” which would snatch 

it from the stairway’s land-
ing, where a postal worker 
tossed letters instead of us-
ing the mailbox, he said.

Rats build their nests 
with all sorts of household 
objects, said Molluso, who 
has found such random 
junk as baby toys and pill 
bottles in vermins’ pads.

“It wasn’t a surprise 
to me, you see all kinds 
of stuff,” he said. “Pretty 
much anything they fi nd.”

The rat, unfortunately, 
paid the ultimate price for 
its crime, as Molluso laid 
bait traps that he said would 
kill it in days.

The exterminator’s cli-
ent declined to comment.

BY COLIN MIXSON
This plan is a bunch of gar-
bage.

The city is spending mil-
lions of dollars to keep rats 
in Bushwick and Bedford-
Stuyvesant away from the 
tasty trash they feed on by 
installing new rodent-re-
sistant rubbish bins and in-
creasing garbage pickups, 
two tactics that local exter-
minators said will go a long 
way in vanquishing the ver-
min.

“The big thing about 
controlling rats is eliminat-
ing foods sources and places 
where they can shelter,” 
said Walid Smith, owner of 
Bedford-Stuyvesant–based 
A-List Exterminator. “Man-
aging trash is a big step in 
the right direction.”

Mayor DeBlasio an-
nounced the city’s $32-mil-
lion rat-reduction plan, 
which aims to reduce the 
rodent population in se-
lect neighborhoods across 
the fi ve boroughs by 70 
percent, at a July 12 press 
conference. Bushwick and 
Bedford-Stuyvesant are in-
cluded because residents of 
the densely-packed nabes 
produce enough garbage 
to cause persistent infesta-
tions, said a Department of 
Health rep.

And the continuing de-
velopment in Bushwick has 

led to an uptick in rodent-re-
lated complaints, said Com-
munity Board 4’s Chair-
woman, because rats tend 
to invade homes when con-
struction displaces them 
from theirs.  

“Given the increase in 
construction in the neigh-
borhood, the rat population 
has inevitably grown, lead-
ing to more complaints and 
general quality of life con-
cerns,” said Julie Dent.

The mayor’s scheme 
calls for replacing most 
of the city’s current wire 
wastebaskets with steel 
rubbish bins or solar-pow-
ered compactors with mail-
box-style lids. It also will 
increase pickups of trash 
from residential buildings 
and public bins in targeted 
neighborhoods starting in 

August, and continue al-
ready-in-place daily rub-
bish removal from all parks 
in those nabes.

And, as part of the plan, 
city housing complexes with 
dirt-fl oor basements will 
have new concrete fl oor-
ing installed to prevent rats 
from burrowing into the 
buildings.

Hizzoner said he will 
crackdown on residential 
building owners in the 
scheme by introducing leg-
islation that cuts the amount 
of time they can leave trash 
on the sidewalk. The law 
would require landlords of 
properties with 10 or more 
units to place garbage curb-
side after 4 am on collection 
days, instead of after 4 pm 
the day before it’s collected 
as currently allowed, limit-
ing rodents’ ability to feast 
on the festering rubbish.

Experts critical of the 
mayor’s plan said it does 
not go far enough, and that 
nothing short of daily, bor-
ough-wide trash removal 
will relieve Brooklyn of its 
furry freeloaders.

“There’s too much 
garbage and not enough 
pickup,” said James Molluso 
of Marine Park’s Northeast-
ern Exterminating. “The 
city needs to do some sort of 
24-hour garbage pickup for 
this to work.”

City targeting rats
Spending millions on trash cans and rubbish removal

THE ENEMY: Relatives of this 
rodent, which was photo-
graphed outside a Brooklyn 
subway station, are targets of 
the city’s $32-million plan. As-
sociated Press / Julie Jacobson

CRIME SCENE: An exterminator 
found this rat’s nest containing 
35 missing letters. 
 Photo by James Molluso
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

BY LEVAR ALONZO
Somebody has strewn ban-
ners decrying “displace-
ment” on the scaffolding of 
Sunset Park’s landmarked 
old 68th Precinct Station 
House on Fourth Avenue — 
and locals don’t know who 
did it, or why.

The banners are identi-
cal to those used by local 
anti-gentrifi cation group 
Uprose, leading many to as-
sume they were hung by its 
activists, but the group’s 
executive director denies 
this.

“The banners do look 
like ours but we are not re-
sponsible,” said Elizabeth 
Yeampierre. “Although, I 
am happy to see that those 
that feel displaced are voic-
ing their concerns in the 
community, but it is not 

the work of my organiza-
tion.” 

Uprose was among the 
groups pushing to pre-
serve the historic but di-
lapidated former police 
station, which  the city 
had wanted to demolish  to 
make way for a new 300-
seat grade school.  But the 
state ruled last month that 
the city would have to pre-
serve most of the castle-
like façade of the building 
— though it did sign off 
on plans to gut the long-
disused police station and 
tear down its adjacent for-
mer horse stables . 

Many residents feel 
they won a hard-fought 
victory in the preserva-
tion of the historic build-
ing, and can’t see why 
anyone would be hanging 

protest banners.
“I don’t see why some 

would say they are being 
displaced, after so many 
years of fi ghting to pre-
serve this piece of his-
tory,” said community 
activist Tony Giordano. 
“The agreement reached 
is something everyone can 
benefi t from.”

The city’s plans now 
represent the best chance 
in years to secure the fu-
ture of the crumbling land-
mark, which languished 
under past owners who 
lacked the fi nancing or 
local support to realize 
their plans for the build-
ing. Plans had included 
high end cafes, a day-care 
center, a museum, and lux-
ury condos in a lot behind 
the building. But groups 

such as Uprose criticized 
previous plans, saying 
they would not benefi t the 
mostly working-class com-
munity of Sunset Park.

It was a victory for lo-
cal activists when the last 
private owner agreed last 
year to sell the landmark 
to the city for a new school 
to ease overcrowding in 

the district. The state’s 
order to preserve the his-
toric façade is icing on the 
cake for locals who fought 
to save the building and re-
develop it for community 
benefi t.

“The preservation of 
this building is saving it 
from years of allowing it 
to deteriorate,” said Gior-

dano. “Our kids will be get-
ting educated in a piece of 
history. I’m stunned as to 
why some would feel left 
out.”

Once the purchase is 
complete, city offi cials will 
embark on a year-long de-
sign process for the school, 
followed by up to three 
years of construction. 

Protest posters perplex 
Sunset Park residents

WHO’S IRKED?: These anti-gentrifi cation banners strewn outside the old 68th Precinct building are 
the same as those used by local activist group Uprose, but the group’s head says it didn’t hang them.
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Mystery banners appear at 68th Pct.
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), 
www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  
(718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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runs the blog  A Walk in the 
Park . “If the judge rules in 
their favor, it would incen-
tivize future development.”

An ongoing case be-
tween park honchos and 
civic group the Brooklyn 
Heights Association in 
Manhattan Supreme Court 
will determine whether de-
velopers can build two resi-
dential towers planned for 
Pier 6. Justice Lucy Bill-
ings’s ruling will hinge on 
her decisions on whether 
 park heads are breach-
ing a document that states 
they can only build as 
much housing as needed 
to pay for maintaining the 
meadow , and whether that 
document is legally bind-
ing in the fi rst place.

Activists allege the 
park is fl ush with cash and 
doesn’t need to build 15- 
and 28-story towers at the 
foot of Atlantic Avenue, but 
park offi cials say they need 
the money from the high-
rises to pay for upkeep of 
the wooden piles holding 
the pier up over the East 
River, which are being de-
voured by wood-eating 
crustaceans called marine 
borers.

The way Billings inter-
prets the  2006 General Proj-
ect Plan  will determine 
whether more housing 
can be built in the future 
— regardless of fi nancial 
need — and set examples 
for other park builders, ac-
cording  to activists.

Billings questioned 
whether the document was 
legally binding during a 
standing-room-only June 
court appearance, point-
ing out the language “in-
tention to only build what 
is necessary” walked a fi ne 
legal line. The Heights Asso-
ciation’s attorney, Richard 
Ziegler, however, argued the 
document’s context and pur-
pose, of laying out the park’s 
goals, made it binding. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park 
was paid for by city and 
state funds, but its upkeep 
is fi nanced by private de-
velopment in the form of 
property taxes on the resi-
dential, retail, and offi ce 
spaces inside of it, which go 
directly into park coffers. 

Critics of the fund-
ing structure argue that 
privatizing public space is 
messy because politicians’ 
schmoozy relationships 

with profi t-hungry develop-
ers subject the meadow to 
greed instead of public inter-
est. In fact, state Sen. Daniel 
Squadron (D–Boerum Hill) 
— who opposes housing in 
the park —  raked in more 
than $65,000 from support-
ers of it  for his 2013 Public 
Advocate bid after giving 
up his veto power over de-
velopment at Pier 6 and One 
John Street, according to 
Campaign Finance Board 
records.

And none of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park is designated 
parkland protected by the 
state, making the meadow 
nothing more than a high-
end development with a 
fancy front yard, according 
to Croft. 

“This is not a park, it’s 
a development corporation. 
The name says it all,” he 
said, referring to the green-
sward offi cially known as  
Brooklyn Bridge Park De-
velopment Corporation . 
“We don’t ask the public to 
buy fi re engines and reno-
vate police stations, but we 
allow these type of ridicu-
lous funding schemes to in-
fi ltrate our parks.”

There is so much gray 
area in the public-private 
relationship, Croft said, 
that a ruling in favor of 
park honchos could give 
them the permission they 
need to build more if funds 
dry up in the future.

“When the piers deterio-
rate in a couple decades, it 
will be very costly and it is 
not unfathomable to think 
they would say, ‘Look we 
need another $100 mil-
lion,’ ” he said.  

James Yolles, a rep for 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
said offi cials are not plan-
ning to build more high-
rises besides those at Pier 
6, answering an e-mail that 
questioned whether they 
will erect additional towers 
if the judge rules in their 
favor with “No.”

But honchos have re-
versed their decision on the 
subject in the past. They 
 originally planned for 740 
units in the meadow , but 
then decided those would 
not generate enough money, 
and  added the Pier 6 towers 
to the park’s planned hous-
ing in February 2005 . Offi -
cials then increased the to-
tal housing to roughly 1,120 
units, based on informa-
tion from a 2005 Environ-
mental Impact Statement 
on how development would 
affect the area.

If the two towers are al-
lowed to rise, the park will 
have a total of 849 units 
spread out among its devel-
opments at One John Street, 
One Brooklyn Bridge, Pier-
house, and Pier 6.

Locals refuse to believe 
park offi cials will stop build-
ing if Pier 6 is allowed to pro-
ceed, though, saying they 
have learned from the past.

“In terms of their prom-
ises, everything is broken,” 
said Judi Francis, presi-
dent of the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Defense Fund. “There 
is nothing any of these peo-
ple have ever said to dem-
onstrate they believe parks 
are important.”

Back in court
The case between park 

honchos and the Brooklyn 
Heights Association was 
scheduled to return to Bill-
ings’s courtroom July 18, 
when lawyers for the civic 
group were expected to ar-
gue that she stop construc-
tion on the towers —  which 
developers RAL Develop-
ment Services and Oliver’s 
Realty Group fi led plans to 
begin on July 19  — until 
she makes her decision. 

But it was postponed to 
a yet-to-be-determined date, 
and an emergency hearing 
was set for July 20 so the 
judge could decide whether 
developers can proceed 
with the ground-breaking, 
which includes hammer-
ing 400 steel beams into the 
dirt.

The litigants’ next ar-
guments are expected to 
be their last before Bill-
ings makes her judgment, 
which could come weeks or 
even months after the fi nal 
cases are made. The stakes 
are high, Croft said, before 
admitting that the past has 
taught him not to get his 
hopes up.

“When judges make rul-
ings, the next court looks 
upon them,” he said. “It’s 
important this is struck 
down, but our experience is 
that often the public is not 
served by these decisions.”

Brooklyn Bridge Park 
offi cials refused to com-
ment on the case, instead 
offering a statement that 
development at Pier 6 is 
necessary to fund the 
greensward. 

Reps for the Brooklyn 
Heights Association did not 
return a request for com-
ment, and Ziegler, the civic 
group’s attorney, declined 
to comment.

Continued from page 1 
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L & M  Tours

6812 3rd Ave  
Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches and 24-seat mini buses 
available for your transportation needs.

Cruise Destinations:

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 7
Come See USA & Canada With Us

 Scheduled Bus Trips   
 All Year Round
  Five Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

 Penn Dutch Amish; Philadelphia; Cape May
 Boston; Newport; Providence; Baltimore
Lobster & Crab Feast; Casinos & Shows
Cape Cod; Maine; New Hampshire
Branson & St Louis; Ohio’s Amish Country
West Virginia; Outer Banks; Myrtle Beach
Niagara Falls & Toronto; Ocean City, MD
Train/Boat Ride; JF Kennedy’s Centennial
Shopping Outlets; Day & Overnight Trips

Call For

Free
Brochure

Receive a FREE Bus Trip 
after completing 

a 9 days or more cruise

Group Discount 
Available
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