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BY COLIN MIXSON
Call them burned bookworms.

Visitors to the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary’s Flatbush branch were heated 
after a broken air conditioning system 
forced the book lender to cut its hours 
for the rest of the season on July 24, 
fl aring up those who use the facility as 
a cool escape from the summer sun.

“I thought, ‘What am I doing here? 
Why did I come?’ ” said patron Jesenia 
Sealy. “I thought it was supposed to be 
somewhere cool and it’s the opposite!”

Library offi cials are working with 
the city’s Department of Design and 
Construction on a $1.5-million proj-
ect to replace the location’s heating 
and cooling systems, but there is no 

set date for repairs to begin, a spokes-
woman said.

The shortened schedule is intended 
to protect visitors and staff from ex-
treme heat, according to the book 
lender’s rep, and massive fans were 
installed in lieu of air conditioners to 
help curb the branch’s temperature.

The new operating hours, from 8 
am to 1 pm on weekdays and from 9 am 
to 1 pm on Saturdays, will remain in 
effect through Oct. 2.

A learning center attached to the li-
brary at 22 Linden Blvd. adopted a sim-
ilar schedule as a result of the busted 
air conditioning, except for on Tues-
days and Thursdays, when it is open 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
 Sheepshead Bay’s least-favorite son — 
“Pharma Bro” Martin Shkreli  — was 
convicted of fraud on Aug. 4, but the 
“Most Hated Man in America” still 
left the Brooklyn federal courthouse 
smirking, since the 12-person jury 
threw out most of the eight charges, in-
cluding the most damning.

“This was a witch hunt of epic pro-
portions, and maybe they found one or 
two broomsticks, but at the end of the 
day, we’ve been acquitted of the most 
important charges in this case and I’m 
delighted to report that,” Shkreli said 
outside the Cadman Plaza courthouse 
after the verdict was delivered.

The former hedge-fund manager 
gained infamy, and several of his nick-
names, when he jacked up the price of 
a drug for AIDS patients from $13.50 to 
$750 per pill overnight in 2015, trolled 
a journalist and the popular hip-hop 

Continued on page 18

Jury convicts 
Brooklyn’s 

‘Pharma Bro’

STEAMY READERS
Library users fuming after hours cut due to busted air conditioning

FIRED UP: Flatbush library patrons Mysterie Sylla, left, and Ray Alexander are among the 
locals burned by the reduction in its operating hours. Photo by Jason Speakman

Continued on page 18

A CNG Publication Vol. 37 No. 32 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

Fun police on duty
Members of New York’s Finest partied with Brooklynites on Aug. 1 as part of National Night Out Against Crime, a nationwide event 
that brought residents together with women and men in blue, including this offi cer from the 78th Precinct who spun tunes at a 
bash in Grand Army Plaza. For more from National Night Out Against Crime, see page 3. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Colin Mixson: Are you an 
actor? Activist? Horribly dis-
fi gured? Tell me, who is be-
hind the mask?

Stephen Lurie: I’m a re-
searcher at a criminal justice 
organization, and am involved 
in the movement against the 
armory deal through the Dem-
ocratic Socialists of America. 
I’ve lived in Crown Heights for 
two years, and I’m a normal 
looking guy. I think…

CM: Everyone is raving 
about your performance last 
night. How did an unknown 
actor with virtually no experi-
ence get this job?

SL: I have a lot of friends 
who are performers in New 
York and I thought I’d be able 
to fi nd a tall man to do it. I 
talked to some people, but ul-
timately the meeting didn’t 
work with their schedules. So 
I was conscripted to fi ll in.

CM: How tall are you? Did 
you ever feel you weren’t fi t for 
the role, physically speaking?

SL: I’m 6-foot-1-inch, so the 
mayor has four inches on me. I 
wouldn’t say I felt too short for 
the part, partially because we 
were sitting, but if there was a 
podium I might have needed a 
box to stand on.

CM: What did you do to 
prepare?

SL: I watched speeches on 
YouTube and listened to com-
ments the mayor has made 
about the armory. I tried to 
fi nd his speech pattern — he’s 
got a nasally thing going on, 
and he pauses sometimes.

CM: What did you hope to 
achieve with your answers?

SL: I wanted to make it 
apparent that I was not the 
mayor, but that I was, to a cer-
tain extent, portraying the 
way he has approached the is-
sue. He has prioritized devel-

opers and the wealthy in pri-
vate, which contrasts with his 
public persona as an advocate 
for the progressive policies 
that people voted for and the 
fair housing policy that his 
residents need.

CM: Will you be taking 
your act on the road?

SL: I promised my friends 
that this would be the only 
time they’d see me doing a 
DeBlasio impersonation. I’d 
like to keep that promise, 
but who knows? If the mo-
ment calls for it, maybe the 
“mayor” will come back. 

 – Colin Mixson

BY LAUREN GILL
Talk about a little prince!

Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo (D–Clinton Hill) gave 
birth to a baby boy on Aug. 4 
at age 42, she announced on 
her Facebook page on Aug. 7.

“He is a healthy, beau-
tiful, baby boy and I am in 
LOVE!!! I’M A MOM at 42!!!” 
 she wrote . 

The pol named her son 
Prince Noah Oluwafemi, 
and is recovering at her Clin-
ton Hill home after 24 hours 
of labor.

The councilwoman — who 
is running for re-election 
in the 35th District — cam-
paigned until she went into 
labor on Aug. 3 and hopes to 
get back on the trail as soon 
as possible, but fi rst plans on 
spending time with her son 
and family, said a rep.

Cumbo is not the only pol 
to receive a bundle of joy this 
year. Her colleague, Council-
man Steve Levin (D–Brook-
lyn Heights), and his wife 
Ann  had a baby girl in Feb-
ruary .

Oh baby! Local pol births son

NEW MOM: Councilwoman Lau-
rie Cumbo and her new baby 
boy, Prince.  Laurie Cumbo 

MEET THE “MAYOR”: Crown Heights resident Stephen Lurie imperson-
ated Mayor DeBlasio at an Aug. 2 meeting on the Bedford-Union Armory 
that Hizzoner didn’t attend. Community News Group / Colin Mixson

THE ‘MAYOR,’ UNMASKED 
Man who portrayed DeBlasio at C’Heights town hall speaks 
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By Bill Roundy

It’s going to be terrible.
At the “Maim that Tune” burlesque 

show on Saturday night, strippers will 
dance to the worst music they can imag-
ine, including commercial jingles, inept 
ballads, and Toby Keith songs. The nau-
seating numbers chosen by the nearly-
naked performers at the Sideshows by the 
Seashore theater in Coney Island on Aug. 
12, will lead to an evening like no other, 
said its producer. 

“People are screaming and saying 
‘No!’ and clutching their heads — and 
that’s not the typical reaction to a bur-
lesque show,” said host and performer 
Fancy Feast, who reigned as Miss Coney 
Island 2016. “It subverts the idea of what 

is a sexy night out.”
This is Williamsburg performer’s third 

year producing the night of miserable 
music — which sold out both of its pre-
vious incarnations. There is something 
cathartic about expressing your feeling 
about terrible tunes along with a crowd, 
said Fancy. 

“People think they’re alone in their 
hatred [of certain songs], but here they can 
get their ya-yas out,” she said. “It appeals 
to both sadists and masochists, so it’s a 
little something for everyone.”

In previous years, dancers have 
stripped to the  Mr. Softee jingle ,  a mash-
up of Smashmouth’s “All-Star” and John 
Lennon’s “Imagine,”  and Garth Brooks’s 
“Achy-Breaky Heart.” But the “objective 

badness” of a song is less important to 
Fancy than the pain that each of the 13 per-
formers go through while practicing their 
routines to music that they hate. Working 
through their revulsion can lead to a cre-
ative breakthrough, said Fancy. 

“I’m always amazed to see what hap-
pens in a performer’s head when they 
are stuck with a song that they hate for a 
long period of time. It creates some pretty 
twisted striptease,” she said. “There have 
been several acts that have come out of 
this have gone into regular rotation in 
people’s acts.”

Fancy would not reveal any of this 
year’s line-up, because the anticipation 
of waiting for the next song is part of the 
fun.

“People are really waiting for the next 
track, to see if they really hate it or not,” 
she said. “There have been some moments 
of debate.”

But she did reveal that two performers 
at this year’s show have chosen the same 
awful tune — which she would normally 
not allow.

“As a producer, on any other night, I 
would make them get a new selection,” 
said Fancy. “But for this show, some things 
are better heard twice, so people can really 
meditate on why the songs are so odious.”

“Maim that Tune” at Sideshows by 
the Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. between W. 
12th Street and Stillwell Avenue in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159, www.coneyisland.
com]. Aug. 12 at 10 pm. $15.

Strippers perform to world’s worst music

Awfully 
     sexy

A bloody shame: Burlesque 
performer Fancy Feast 
will host the “Maim that 
Tune” show celebrating 
terrible music on Aug. 12.
 James Ridley

Crown Heights residents  invited Mayor DeBlasio 

to a town hall  at Dr. Gladstone H. Atwell Middle 

School on Aug. 2, where they hoped to question 

Hizzoner about his  controversial scheme  to fork 

over their nabe’s publicly owned Bedford-Union 

Armory to a private developer. But the mayor 

chose to attend a separate event on the distant 

island of Manhattan instead.   His absence did 

not stop the local activists from hosting their 

meeting, however, at which a neighborhood res-

ident stood in for the missing pol. The unknown 

actor in a cheap DeBlasio mask brought the 

house down with his impression, according to 

an event organizer. “He was hilarious the way 

he answered questions,” said Vaughn Armour, a 

leader of anti-development group Our Armory. 

DeBlasio’s doppelgänger, Stephen Lurie, spoke 

to the Park Slope Courier after the event about 

his portrayal of the 6-foot-5-inch pol.
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BY LAUREN GILL
Talk about the fun police!

New York’s Finest hosted 
block parties across Brook-
lyn on Aug. 1 as part of the 
National Night Out Against 
Crime, a day that brought offi -
cers and community members 
together for some good clean 
fun, according to attendees. 

“It was amazing, it was 
my fi rst time being there and 
we had a really good time,” 
said Canarsie resident Keisha 
Mayers, who performed a 
dance with her daughter Ke-
marae at the 63rd Precinct’s 
extravaganza outside St. Co-
lumbia Church on Avenue V. 

Kids played in bouncy 
houses, watched perfor-
mances, and ate tons of free 
pizza and hot dogs, accord-
ing to Mayers, who even got 
a chance to chat with Mayor 

DeBlasio when he made an ap-
pearance at the event. 

And over in Red Hook’s 
Coffey Park, cops from the 
76th Precinct gave rides on 
ponies from  Kensington Sta-
bles  as tykes got their faces 
painted — an experience one 
youngster who got her mug 
decorated with a butterfl y 
won’t soon forget, according 
to her mother.

“She loves that stuff,” said 
Red Hook resident Shanima 
Fleming, who brought her 
daughter Erika Rivera. “She 
had a ball.” 

Other highlights from 
Kings County’s celebrations 
included an offi cer from the 
78th Precinct spinning on 
turntables at Grand Army 
Plaza and a happy husky that 
represented the police depart-
ment in Bay Ridge.

BROOKLYNITES JOIN POLICE ON PARTY PATROL

CELEBRATING COPS: (Clockwise, from top left) Youngster Erika Rivera shows off 
her new face paint at the 76th Precinct’s shindig in Coffey Park. Joanna Rios, center, 
and daughters Kaylin and Julianna were all smiles at the 84th Precinct’s party in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park. Keisha Mayers hugs her daughter Kemarae Mayers at the 63rd 
Precinct’s bash, where they performed a dance routine. Aaron Elliston had a good 
time in Fort Greene Park. Ella Russell rides a horse from Kensington Stables at the 
76th Precinct’s event.
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When you’ve got 90 years of expe-
rience, you know how to throw awe-
some parties.

Their grandparents may have 
started Sirico’s Catering, but two 
cousins, Hercules and Jim Sirico, 
are the ones that keep these parties 
going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to 
be done? Your life just got easier 
because everything you need is co-
ordinated by Sirico’s in-house wed-
ding planner who directs the pro-
cess.    

Ceremony: Want to get married 
here? Say the word, and the planner 
will say, “I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be 
good. With customized menus for 
every taste and budget, it will be. 
Guests enjoy drinks and food in a 
separate room for the cocktail hour, 
then make their way to another 
for dinner and dancing. Of course, 
there’s a lovely bridal suite for the 
bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, 
hip, gets the party started, and 
keeps it moving all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will 
be treasured for a lifetime, so Siri-
co’s works with proven photogra-
phers and videographers who make 
sure special moments are captured. 
The beautiful gardens and active 
fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the 
mood and atmosphere, so color-co-
ordinate your event with an LED 
lighting package. It can match your 
wedding colors. Or, reach for the 
stars with specialized effects that 
include an image of a bright blue 

sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because 
Sirico’s party planner has your 
back. 

Your daughter’s party starts 
in the Entourage Room where the 
guest of honor can wait with friends 
before the introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the 
place where teens enjoy drinks that 
include virgin pina coladas, straw-
berry daiquiris, and frozen sensa-
tions.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun 
food, customize designed to taste. 
Among the offerings: taco stations, 
a mashed potato bar, and sliders. 
For dessert, there’s an ice cream 
sundae bar, candy tables, and Siri-
co’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-
house designs and decorations, tai-
lored to teens. Balloon center pieces 
are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls 
for unique needs, and Sirico’s ac-
commodates them all. Whether it’s 
an anniversary, retirement, Com-
munion, Confirmation, corporate 
event, or other special occasion, Sir-
ico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can 
accommodate up to 100, 200, and 300 
people. Valet parking and a park-
ing lot make it convenient for all 
guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.

between 80th and 81st streets in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.
siricos.net]. Open Tuesdays through 
Sundays, from 1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s

Hit-and-run driver at large despite 
employer’s cooperation with cops

BY LAUREN GILL
The city still hasn’t identifi ed the  gar-
bage truck operator who hit and killed 
a cyclist in Greenpoint on July 22 , even 
though a rep for the business that em-
ploys the driver said records can trace 
workers to its trucks on that night.

“Action Environmental Services 
continues to cooperate fully,” said rep 
Ken Frydman. “We have records of 
our employees, the NYPD is conduct-
ing the investigation.”

The driver was traveling on Frank-
lin Street when he or she turned onto 
Noble Street at 12:30 am, striking and 
killing 27-year-old Neftaly Ramirez, 
who was pedaling home from work at 
Paulie Gee’s pizzeria.

 Police on July 25 told the website 
DNA Info the truck belongs to Action 
Carting , a New Jersey-based service 

that collects garbage from more than 
16,400 private businesses across the 
city, a fact that was confi rmed to the 
Park Slope Courier by police after Fry-
dman called other reports of his com-
pany’s involvement “speculative.”

But Frydman wouldn’t explain 
why no arrests have been made even 
though he said Action has records of 
where and when its employees were 
driving trucks in the city that night.

He also bashed journalists for ex-
pecting cops to identify the driver 
within weeks of the collision.

“I know you guys are in a frenzy to 
convict someone in the court of public 
opinion,” he said.

A police spokesman did not answer 
questions on why it is taking so long to 
identify the driver, citing the ongoing 
investigation.

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s a blast from the past!

Workers found a cannonball outside 
a home in the Brooklyn Heights his-
toric district last month that’s likely 
a relic from the American Revolution, 
according to local history buffs.

“There’s really no way of knowing 
exactly where it came from or how it 
got there, but I’m sure it does date back 
to the Revolutionary War,” said bor-
ough historian Ron Schweiger.

Someone found the soft-
ball-sized cast-iron orb 
while digging a trench 
in the backyard of 
the house on Mid-
dagh Street at least 
two years ago dur-
ing its initial demo-
lition, and workers 
discovered it sitting 
on a table at the job 
site when they started 
new construction late last 
month, according to the proj-
ect manager, who did not want his 
name used because his client hadn’t 
authorized him to speak.

And while historians said they 
couldn’t pinpoint the ammunition’s 
exact origins, they offered a few edu-
cated guesses based on a major battle 
that occurred nearby.

There was no combat in the Heights 
during the war, but the nabe was home 
to the Americans’ main defense dur-
ing the Battle of Brooklyn, the fi rst 
major fi ght after the United States de-
clared independence in 1776.

The bulky dark gray shell could 
have belonged to either army — it’s 
hard to say because the Americans 
used many of the same weapons as the 
British — and may have landed there 

after it was shot from afar or acciden-
tally discarded by passing troops, Sch-
weiger said.

“It could’ve just been a leftover 
piece that may not have been fi red,” he 
said. “There’s no way of knowing if it’s 
something that was fi red and missed 
its target or dropped there acciden-
tally during retreat or advancement.”

The ball — which has a hole on top 
that may have been packed with gun-

powder so the weapon would 
explode — looks like ammo 

used during the Revolu-
tionary War, accord-

ing to another expert, 
who said it probably 
would have been 
fi red from a small 
cannon.

Its discovery is 
particularly note-

worthy because not 
many cannonballs 

have been found in the 
Heights, where many plots 

have not been dug up due to their 
homes’ historic signifi cance, she said.

“It’s not super common because 
the houses in Brooklyn Heights and 
brownstone areas are older, and they 
haven’t been deeply excavated the way 
the high-rises have,” said Julie Golia 
of the Brooklyn Historical Society.

The houses on Middagh Street are 
the oldest in the Heights, Schweiger 
said, and the residence where the can-
nonball was unearthed is believed to 
have been built between the 1820s and 
’30s, the project manager said.

Artifacts discovered on private 
land are allowed to be kept by prop-
erty owners, but anyone who fi nds an 
explosive device is urged to call 911, a 
Department of Buildings rep said.

Bombshell report! 
Experts: Bklyn Heights weapon dates to Revolution
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Maimonides Cardiac Surgeons Have Better 
Mortality Rates than any Hospital in Manhattan1

Only hospital 

in New York 

with Top-Rated 

angioplasty and 

cardiac surgery1

Only hospital in 

New York with 

Top-Ratings 

in all three 

angioplasty 

rankings1

Only hospital in 

New York with 

signifi cantly low 

mortality rates 

for emergency 

angioplasty cases1

Ranked in the 

top 1% of U.S. 

hospitals for heart 

attack and heart 

failure patient 

outcomes2

1  New York State Department of Health

2  U.S. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

4802 Tenth Avenue at 48th Street, Brooklyn, NY

888.MMC.DOCS
MAIMONIDESMED.ORG/HEART

The best CARDIAC CARE. 
Right here.

CITY TECH

FASHION
I AM

I
AM

Prepare for 
your career at  

City Tech  
(fashion / business)

Located in Downtown Brooklyn, City Tech offers 29 baccalaureate 
and 27 associate degree programs. City Tech is ranked third in  
the nation in producing the highest paid associate degree-earning 
graduates and is fifth out of 369 public colleges and universities 
in overall economic mobility for its students and ninth among 

more than 2,000 U.S. institutions.

With the new Excelsior Scholarship, you may be able to  
ATTEND CITY TECH TUITION-FREE! 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO APPLY FOR FALL
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmissions
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Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

BY LAUREN GILL
Talk about a deep bench.

The court case over two towers 
planned for Pier 6 in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park is being assigned to a new justice 
after four months of arguments that 
were supposed to conclude this month, 
and construction on the high-rises can 
proceed in the meantime, the judge 
originally presiding over the case 
ruled on Aug. 4.

Justice Lucy Billings began hear-
ing the Brooklyn Heights Association’s 
arguments against the development at 
the foot of Atlantic Avenue in April, 
but was instructed to give up the legal 
battle after being recently assigned to 
oversee asbestos litigation, she said.

The new judge, Justice Carmen 
Victoria St. George, will now decide 
whether to accept or reject  the civic 
group’s claim that building the tow-
ers at Pier 6 violates the terms of a 2006 
agreement  that mandates park hon-
chos only erect as much housing in the 
green space as is needed to maintain 
it.

But construction on the high-rises, 
 which got underway last month , will 
be allowed to continue  as long as noth-
ing is built that can’t be undone , the 
outgoing judge said in response to 
the Heights Association’s demand for 
an injunction halting work until the 
court rules.

The civic group’s injunction request 
followed its attempt to get Billings to 
stop construction in an emergency 
hearing last month, which she denied 
because she did not fi nd the activity to 
be unlawful. But the judge guaranteed 
the Heights Association that the fi nal 
ruling would not be infl uenced by how 
much work is complete, telling law-
yers for the park, “I can’t see anything 
that can’t be undone.”

More than 400 steel beams are now 
being driven into the ground as part of 
the project’s fi rst phase, which will be 
followed by concrete pouring. Devel-
opers RAL Development Services and 
Oliver’s Realty Group need to decide 
whether it is worth going ahead with 
additional construction given they 
may need to pay to undo it, but a rep for 
the green space said the builders will 
move forward without delay.

“Today’s outcome does not affect 
our progress and construction will 
proceed as planned,” said spokes-
woman Sarah Krauss.

Now that the case has been reas-
signed, its transcripts and fi lings will 
be passed onto St. George, who will 
read them and decide whether she can 
make a ruling or needs to call the liti-
gants back into court.

The documents will include  the 
Heights Associations’ argument  as to 
why at least one of the towers should 
be blocked, which reasons that be-
cause the high-rise will contain below-
market-rate housing, it does not up-
hold the 2006 agreement’s terms that 
development parcels within the park 
must be used to make money.

The neighborhood group’s attorney 
said he was happy with the proceed-
ings.

“We’re pleased with the outcome 
of the ruling, which demonstrates the 
court has taken the BHA’s claims very 
seriously,” said Richard Ziegler. “The 
preliminary injunction ensures when 
the case is fi nally decided the fact that 
construction will proceed in the mean-
time won’t affect the fi nal ruling.”

 St. George was appointed to the 
state Supreme Court bench in June  af-
ter working as an associate for Weitz 
& Luxenberg, a fi rm known to fi ght for 
plaintiffs or “the little guy.”

VERDICT UP 
IN THE AIR

New judge put on Pier 6 case as building proceeds

GOING UP?: The fate of two towers proposed for Pier 6 in Brooklyn Bridge Park remains un-
certain after the judge originally presiding over the case ruled on Aug. 4 that a new justice 
will take it over. ODA / RAL Development Services / Oliver’s Realty Group
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EBT

8/9 7AM - 8/14 7PM
9 10 11 12 13 14SALE STARTS

Black Bing Cherries

$$139139
lb.lb.

SPECIAL!

U Parve

$$199199
ea.ea.

Hummus

SWEET DEAL!

Full Line
$$1010forfor33

AssortedU D

California Celery

¢¢6969$$129129
lb.lb.

Seedless GrapesRomaine Hearts

$$129129

Seedless 
Watermelon

lb.lb.

¢¢2929
Cauliflower

$$119119

Olives

$$399399
lb.lb.

Cucumbers

¢¢7979forfor55

Jersey Peaches

lb.lb.

¢¢6969
FRESH!

ORGANIC
Bananas

lb.lb.

¢¢6969

$$129129
ea.ea.

Pita Bread

U Parve

American Cheese

¢¢9999
Chips Ahoy

$$55forfor22
U D

James Harney: You’ve 
come far since your days as a 
young councilman represent-
ing Flatbush and Borough 
Park. How was that journey?

Noach Dear: Part of [be-
ing a district leader] is to help 
judges go through the elective 
process, and I was involved in 
that. My colleagues and oth-
ers around me were attorneys. 
And when I would do constit-
uent work, the question “Are 
you an attorney?” would al-
ways come up. I realized that 
knowing the law is one thing, 
but practicing it would be an 
interesting addition to my po-
sition. So I went to Brooklyn 
Law School at night and dur-

ing the summer while serving 
on the City Council.

JH: How did becoming an 
attorney change your career?

ND: I eventually left City 
Council  and became Taxi and 
Limousine Commissioner for 
a couple of years. That allowed 
me to use my legal skills, be-
cause the agency is like an 
appellate court in that after a 
driver’s license is revoked, he 
has the right to appeal to the 
commission. Then an oppor-
tunity to run for civil court 
judge came, and I was encour-
aged to by a lot of different 
people who felt I could make 
a difference on the bench. So I 
ran and got elected.

JH: How did you gain your 
reputation as a backlog-buster 
who moves a lot of cases?

ND: When I was on the 
Brooklyn Civil Court bench, 
I did some backup work in 
Brooklyn Criminal Court and 
Staten Island Criminal Court. 
There was a tremendous back-
log. I saw the problem: We had 
multiple agencies — the police 
department, the DA’s offi ce, 
the correction department — 
[involved], on top of the court 
system itself. So I zeroed in 
on that — if there was a lull I 
would fi nd out why.

JH: It’s been more than a 
year since you overtook the 
Supreme Court’s foreclosure 

cases. How has that gone?
ND: There were doubters, 

but I said, “Give it a chance.” 
In January 2016, the number 
[of backlogged cases] was be-
tween 11,000 and 12,000. Since 
then, my court alone has han-
dled 7,000 or 8,000, and re-
ceived dispositions in about 
4,000. So we’re close to 50 per-
cent. But it’s not a numbers 
game, we’re here to make sure 
justice is served.

JH: Can you tell me a little 
about your family life?

ND: I have four daughters 
who are all married to very 
successful men. I’ve got grand-
children, too, and my girls are 
all successful themselves. 

They’re full-time moms, and 
one is very active in her com-
munity’s schools. She takes af-
ter her dad. I could see her or 
some of her sisters running for 
offi ce if they were inclined.

JH: What does the future 
hold for Noach Dear?

ND: I’ve been here for al-
most 10 years. If you would 
have asked me 10-and-a-half 
years ago what I would be do-
ing now, I never would have 
said being a judge. I’m happy 
doing what I’m doing. I always 
tell everyone, “I don’t want to 
be known as good, I want to be 
known as fair. A judge known 
for doing the right thing.” 
 — James Harney

Meet the judge

ON THE BENCH: Kings County Supreme Court Justice Noach Dear pre-
sides over a session of the court’s Foreclosure Part.

Supreme Court Justice Noach Dear chats with us
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Noach Dear, whose political work began in the early 1980s, never dreamed 

he’d rise to be a Kings County Supreme Court justice back when he was 

an unknown Democratic district leader in Flatbush. But, as it turned 

out, district leader was just the starting point for Dear, who served as a 

community board district manager, a city councilman, New York City’s 

Taxi and Limousine commissioner, and a criminal court and civil court 

judge before he began presiding over Courtroom 756 in Kings County Su-

preme Court. Justice Dear invited the Park Slope Courier to his cham-

bers, where we asked him about his road to 360 Adams St.
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Slugger
Some brute slugged a man on 

Sixth Avenue on July 22.
The victim told police he was 

near 11th Street at 11:15 pm, when 
the fi end waltzed up and nailed with 
him with a sucker punch.

No arrests have been made in the 
case, which has been closed, cops 
said.

So-long-o
A thief rode off with a man’s So-

lano-brand bicycle he chained up on 
Hanson Place on July 23.

The victim told police he locked 
his bike near St. Felix Street before 
ducking into a nearby chain store at 
7:20 pm, and returned about 20 min-
utes later to fi nd his bike stolen.

Suede boot blues
A man was arrested for stealing 

a pair of suede boots from a Sixth 
Avenue home on July 24.

The victim complained to police 
that the suspect took the boots from 
his home between Park and Ster-
ling places at 3:40 pm, and patrol-
men spotted him later that day on 
Fifth Avenue near Prospect Place, 
cops said.

As offi cers moved in to cuff the 
suspect, the man fl ailed his arms 
and tried to escape, according to po-
lice, who nonetheless managed to 
bust the alleged thief.

Wrong tool
Some jerk smashed up a man’s 

car on Seventh Avenue on July 25.
The victim told police he had just 

parked his 2001 GM sedan between 
Fourth and Fifth streets at 2 pm, 
when the crook waltzed up with a 
tool he used to bust up the man’s car 
to the tune of $517 in damages.

Bad fare
Cops busted a man after he alleg-

edly went ballistic on a cab driver 
on Fourth Avenue on July 26.

The victim told police he had 
picked the suspect up in Manhat-
tan and dropped him off near Sixth 
Street at 6 am, when the man re-
fused to fork over the $24 he owed 
for fare.

A dispute broke out between the 
cabbie and his passenger, who sud-
denly punched the driver in the 
back of his head, before leaping out 
of the cab and attempting to drag 
the hapless chauffeur from his ve-
hicle, cops said.

The suspect attempted to fl ee the 
area following his alleged assault, 
but was stopped by police before he 
could escape, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–BOERUM HILL–

DOWNTOWN

Subway gang 
Cops are searching for a crew of 

bruisers who beat up their former 
gang member and stole his phone 
on a Manhattan-bound R train as it 
was leaving the station near Pacifi c 
Street on Aug. 3. 

The victim told police he was on 
the train by Fourth Avenue at 7:45 
pm when he noticed approximately 
10 guys use the end train car doors 
to enter. He recgonized one of the 
punks from when he used to be part 
of the Crips gang and did prison 
time with him, authorities said. 

An argument then ensued over 
past issues of loyalty to the gang, 
followed by the assailants punching 
and kicking him. 

He was left with cuts, and scrapes 
to the right side of his face, a left 
sprained wrist, and right sprained 
thumb, police reported. During the 
fi ght, one of the baddies snatched 
his Samsung phone, police said. 

The creeps fi nally fl ed, and the 
victim boarded a Manhattan-bound 

6 train, which he took to the Bronx, 
where was taken to the hospital, 
cops said. 

Vending vengeance 
An illegal water vendor punched 

a hot dog vendor in the face and 
stole $500 from his cart on Prospect 
Street on Aug. 1.

The vendors got into a dispute 
near Cadman Plaza East at 3:15 pm. 

The thief then socked the victim, 
snatched the cash, and fl ed, accord-
ing to a report. 

Shopping nightmare
Some sneak stole an Australian 

woman’s wallet while she was shop-
ping on Montague Street on Aug. 4. 

The tourist had her wallet inside 
a shop by Henry Street at 1:30 pm 
and visited more stores in the area 
before discovering she didn’t have it 
anymore, police said. She returned 
to all of the places she went and 
didn’t fi nd it, according to a report. 

The victim then went to cancel 
all of her credit cards and realized a 
weasel had used them several times 
at different places, cops said. The 
$150 red eel-skin Foldon wallet also 
contained $650, authorities said. 

Broken pitcher 
Cops cuffed a guy who they say 

bashed a woman with a glass pitcher 
inside a Livingston Street store on 
Aug. 1. 

The suspect hit her with the ves-
sel in the shop by Bond Street at 1:05 
pm, cutting her nose and hurting 
her hand, she told police.

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Teamed up 
A crew of four baddies bashed a 

woman and stole her pocketbook af-
ter they got into an argument with 
her on DeKalb Avenue on Aug. 6.

The victim told police she got 
into a verbal dispute with three 
women and one man near Vander-
bilt Avenue at 2:05 am. The brusiers 
got upset and began to strike her 
while the man encouraged them, 
cops reported. 

During the fi ght, the women 
snatched the victim’s pocketbook 
containing her iPhone, cash, and 
credit cards, then fl ed, police said.

Shot 
Police are hunting for the gun-

men who shot a guy twice on St. Ed-
wards Street on Aug. 3. 

The jerks pumped bullets into 
his upper left back and through his 
lower right knee by Park Avenue at 
10:55 pm, then fl ed, cops said.

Rogue rider 
A thief broke into a Grand Av-

enue apartment building and stole 
several bicycles on July 31. 

The person who reported the 
crime told cops the snake forced the 
door of the residence by Greene Av-
enue open at 4:41 am, then forced the 
basement door open, and removed 
the unspecifi ed number of rides.

Vacation surprise 
A burglar stole a woman’s televi-

sion and air conditioners while she 
was on vacation from her Fleet Walk 
home between July 26 and Aug. 2. 

The lady returned home to her 
building by Tillary Street on Aug. 2 
at 9:04 am and noticed that her door 
had been unlocked. 

She then discovered her 55-inch 
television and ventilation units 
missing, cops said. 

Cycling cad 
Cops are hunting for the nogood-

nik who lifted a man’s bicycle from 
the hallway of his Fulton Street 
apartment building sometime be-
tween Aug. 1 and Aug. 2.

The man had parked his Can-
nondale two-wheeler in the hallway 
of the residence near Waverly Ave-
nue at noon on Aug. 1 and returned 
the next day at 6 pm to fi nd it gone, 
cops said.          — Lauren Gill

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Police saved a man from jumping 
nearly 700 feet off the Verrazano–
Narrows Bridge into the waters be-
low on Aug. 2. 

A passerby called 911 after 
watching the 28-year-old get out of 
his car and climb over the railing 
on the Bay Ridge-to-Staten Island 
span at about 8:30 am, according to 
authorities. 

Police choppers and boats cir-
cled above and waited in the harbor 
below while emergency responders 
talked with the emotionally dis-
turbed man for nearly six hours 
as he hung from the railing on the 
bridge’s ledge, offi cials said.

The man eventually agreed to 
step onto the roadway and emer-
gency responders transported him 
to Richmond University Medical 
Center for evaluation, according 
to authorities. Police took him into 
custody but did not arrest him, of-
fi cials said.

If someone you know exhibits 
warning signs of suicide, do not 
leave the person alone; remove any 
fi rearms, alcohol, drugs, or sharp 
objects that could be used in a sui-
cide attempt; call the U.S. National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline at (800) 
273–8255; and take the person to an 
emergency room or seek help from 
a medical or mental health profes-
sional.

Police talk down man 
from Verrazano Bridge 

GETTING HELP: Police talked down a 
28-year-old man from jumping off the 
Verrazano–Narrows Bridge on Aug. 2. 
 Photo by Paul Martinka
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SWB Parks Task Force

2017CONCERTS IN THE PARK
Sponsored by

State Senator Marty Golden

Aug. 15 Cherry Bomb High Energy Classics to Current .......................................................................... Dyker Park at 86th
Aug. 16 Witness  Oldies thru 70’s ............................................................................................ Marine Park (Fillmore Ave.)
Aug. 22 The Bay Ridge St. Patrick’s Parade presents “Irish Night on Shore Road” 
 Featuring The Canny Brothers ................................................................................................9th St & Shore Road
Aug. 23 New York Exceptions Oldies 50’s-70’s ........................................................................ Marine Park (Fillmore Ave.)

Produced by Blu Buffalo

 “Bring a blanket, a chair, your family and friends”
Concerts are FREE and open to the public. All concerts begin at 7pm. In case of poor weather or for more information, 

call Senator Golden’s offi ce at: 718 238-6044.  All events are subject to change.

MUSSELS & MORE
8001 5th Avenue

Dr. Vincent M. Adamo
Chiropractor

Jim Brocking
BEN-BAY REALTY CO

The Law Offi ces of
Christopher James Patsos LLC

SUMMER DINING

2003 Emmons Ave. 

718.332.6064

OUTDOOR DINING ACROSS THE WATER FRONT
SUNDAY – THURSDAY, 12PM – 11PM 
FRIDAY – SATURDAY, 12PM – 12AM

The finest in greek cuisine in an elegant setting

NEXT DOOR
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

DINING ACROSS THE WATERFRONT

Elegant Presentation
Quality Ingredients
Impeccable Service
Unparalleled Taste

www.NextDoorBrooklyn.com

2005 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn 

Summer Dining Lunch 
and Dinner Specials
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BY LAUREN GILL
It just loves his fl ashy ways!

The city named the  Clinton Hill 
basketball courts where late rapper 
Christopher “Biggie” Wallace used 
to shoot hoops  in his honor on Aug. 2, 
commemorating the Brooklyn native 
as an inspiration for local youngsters 
just four years after the community 
blocked an attempt to memorialize 
him with a street co-naming.

“We started with a divided com-
munity and watched it quickly galva-
nize around the idea that young people 
need someone they can look up to, to 
show there’s a way out of any circum-
stance,” said Councilman Robert Cor-
negy (D–Bedford-Stuyvesant), who 
proposed the tribute to the nabe’s com-
munity board earlier this summer.

The pol grew up with Wallace and 
promised the hip hop icon’s mother 
that he would continue to honor his 
legacy after the street co-naming bid 
fi zzled. Community Board 2’s Execu-
tive Committee voted unanimously 
in June to greenlight Cornegy’s idea 
to name the hoops at Crispus Attucks 
Playground on Fulton Street and Clas-
son Avenue after the rapper, who was 
shot and killed at 24.

The latest proposal,  like the 2013 
street naming attempt , drew criticism 
from some locals who argued the art-
ist’s misogynistic and violent lyrics 
should disqualify him from receiving 
the tribute, but members of the advi-
sory panel said it was time to move on 
and embrace the local legend.

A huge crowd descended upon the 
courts to celebrate the occasion, with 
kids shooting hoops as a disc jockey 
spun tunes including the rapper’s hit 
“Juicy,” which Cornegy requested to 

hype up people sitting in the swelter-
ing sun.

Attendees included Wallace’s 
daughter, T’yanna, his cousin Lil’ 
Cease, local DJ and television host  Un-
cle Ralph McDaniels  — who produced 
the music video for “Juicy” — and ra-
dio personality Mister Cee, who said 
the musician wouldn’t believe that city 
blacktop bears his name.

“If you told him a basketball court 
was named after him he’d probably 
still say ‘Who me?!’ ” he said.

Fans thought differently, though, 
with one devotee calling it a much-
deserved day for his favorite hip-hop 
star.

“This was a monumental day for 
Brooklyn,” said Flatbush resident 
Fritz Valerus. “Christopher Wallace 
contributed so much to Brooklyn and 
his legacy still lives on, so we’ve got to 
come and support it to show his words 
were monumental for so many.”

HONOR: The basketball courts’ new sign. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Life after death 
for hip hop star
City names courts after ‘Notorious’ rapper

ALL A DREAM: Offi cials, friends, and family cut the ribbon for the Christopher “Biggie” Wal-
lace basketball courts in Crispus Attucks playground on Aug. 2. Photo by Jason Speakman



COURIER LIFE, AUG. 11–17, 201712    DT

P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING QUEENS  
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Did your job give you
Lung Cancer?
If you suffer from Lung Cancer or Mesothelioma, and

were exposed to Asbestos on the job – even decades ago

– you may be entitled to substantial compensation (even

if you’ve been a smoker)! It costs you nothing to find out.

And, until you win, it costs you nothing up front if we take

on your case.

Weitz & Luxenberg is acknowledged as a national leader

among law firms experienced in litigating Asbestos-related

claims. We have already won over $17 Billion in verdicts

and settlements for working people just like you. For a free

consultation please call us today at 800-LAW-6789 or visit

us at www.LungCancerTrusts.com

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with 
local firms in states wherein we do not maintain an office. If no recovery, no fees or costs are charged, 

unless prohibited by State Law or Rule.

WEITZ      LUXENBERG

700 BROADWAY | NEW YORK, NY 10003
BRANCH OFFICES IN NEW JERSEY, CALIFORNIA & MICHIGAN

800-LAW-6789
WWW.LungCancerTrusts.COM

PC
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BY LAUREN GILL
They laid down tracks to success!

Red Hook kids learned to become 
mini music moguls in summer les-
sons taught by a DJ and producer who 
said the program gave the youngsters 
a chance to develop skills they other-
wise might not be able to. 

“In a lot of ways production and 
deejaying are expensive, inaccessible 
hobbies,” said Izzy Ocampo, who per-
forms as Stud1nt and is a member of 
Discwoman, a Brooklyn-based elec-
tronic music collective of female-iden-
tifying and genderqueer artists. “It’s 
about making something accessible, 
and empowering young people to be 
creative.”

The twice-a-week sessions for mid-
dle- and high-schoolers were orga-
nized by youth services group Red 
Hook Initiative and took place at Pio-
neer Works, a venue that hosts work-
shops, shows, and artist residencies.

Classes included lessons on the nuts 
and bolts of making electronic music 
— including tutorials on production 
software Ableton, which is used by 
pros and can cost as much as $749 — 
watching videos from genres such as 
jersey club and hip-hop, talking about 
musical likes and dislikes, and break-
ing into groups to write and edit.

Last month, the kids visited a re-
cord store on Van Brunt Street, where 
they browsed the selection and picked 
out a favorite album to take home.

And sometimes the teacher even 
became the student, according to Oc-

ampo, who said their pupils educated 
them about the local music scene.

“They showed me music that was 
made in Red Hook by their friends,” 
they said. “They know so much, and I 
feel like I’ve learned as much as they 
have.”

The program concluded this month 
with a party where the kids played 
their creations for friends and fam-
ily. And now that school is out, the 
moguls-in-training can continue to 
perfect their skills on the computers 
at Pioneer Works, which are outfi t-
ted with the software Ocampo taught 
them how to use.

Students gave the class glowing re-
views, with one teen saying she had a 
blast learning how to make music.

“It’s been fun and amazing,” said 
14-year-old Odalys Perez. “The more 
music I learn, the more I know.”

The Columbia Street resident likes 
to sing and eventually wants to make 
tunes using her own vocals and beats. 
She praised the opportunity to spend 
the summer learning from an estab-
lished artist.

“It feels good to learn from Izzy 
because they are a DJ and it’s cool to 
learn from someone who deejays,” 
Perez said.

Teaching the class has been equally 
rewarding, according to Ocampo, who 
said watching kids make music that 
pumps them up was invigorating.

“It’s really rewarding to see young 
people make cool s--- and be excited 
about a beat,” they said.

SPINNING: Kids in the music production program show off the new records they got on a 
recent trip in Red Hook. Photo by Jason Speakman

A RECORD TIME 
FOR YOUNGSTERS
Red Hook kids taught music making by local DJ
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 4:30pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.
MAX

from 12:45 to 8 pm.
But the fans and reduced 

hours are not enough to stop 
locals who rely on the branch 
from sweating bullets when 
they visit, according to a reg-
ular.

“It’s defi nitely not opti-

mal,” said Ellee de Baun, a 
Prospect–Lefferts Gardens 
resident who uses the library 
to study. ”It’s disappointing, 
because it’s really hot.”

Readers who seek a more 
comfortable experience 
should visit nearby loca-
tions, including the Wind-
sor Terrace, Crown Heights, 
and Cortelyou branches, the 
spokeswoman said.

group Wu Tang Clan on so-
cial media, and made plenty of 
other crude comments across 
social media — none of which 
he was on trial for.

Prosecutors charged 
Shkreli with eight counts of 
fraud for a Ponzi-like scheme, 
and the case kicked off at the 
end of June.

 The seven-woman and fi ve-
man jury began deliberating 
on July 31 , and after asking 
the judge for just  a few clari-
fi cations on the law on Aug. 1 , 
they were relatively quiet un-
til reaching the verdict.

The federal jury, kept 
anonymous, convicted the 
Sheepshead Bay-born-and-
bred 34-year-old on three of 
the eight fraud counts —  he 
was free to walk on $5 million 
bond, and faces up to 20 years 
in prison, but no sentencing 
date has been set yet, and he’s 
suspected to walk away with a 
much lighter sentence .

Shkreli took to his live You        
Tube channel just about an 
hour after leaving court — 
with a cold bottle of IPA in 
hand — talking out his case 
with viewers.

He’s delighted, he told 
them, but still hopes he doesn’t 

have  to spend much time in 
the slammer.

“No jail time would be defi -
nitely ideal,” said Shkreli, who 
also said he’s still extremely 
wealthy but doesn’t think he 
wants to manage a hedge fund 
again.

And Shkreli isn’t buying 
his title as the “Most Hated 
Man in America” — as he told 
one of the viewers who asked 
him if he believed he still fi ts 
the name.

“I don’t think it’s me, if 
it was me I’d think I have a 
few black eyes,” said Shkreli, 
who famously  auctioned off 
a chance to punch him in the 
face  to raise money for the 
family of a recently deceased 
friend.

The government is still 
pleased with the jury’s ver-
dict.

“Justice has been served,” 
said Acting United States At-
torney Bridget Rohde.

HOT HOUSE: The Brooklyn Public Library’s Flatbush branch cut its 
hours on July 24 in order to protect customers and staff from extreme 
heat after the facility’s air conditioning went haywire.

BACKPFEIFENGESICHT: Martin Shkreli was still smirking after his Aug. 4 
conviction, because he was acquitted of the most serious charges. 
 Community News Group  / Julianne Cuba 
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NO CREDIT NEEDEDMinimum purchase of 
$2,499 with your Mattress 
Firm credit card. 72 Equal 
Monthly Payments required. 

See 
store
for 
details.

OR0% APR 
FOR 6 YEARS*

MF45_NYC_WRAP_8.11_COMMUNITY_1

AN OFFER SO COOL WE HAD TO DO IT ONE LAST TIME.
FINAL CHANCE • ENDS SUNDAY • WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

GET A FREE YETI WITH SELECT PURCHASES†*
Up to a $299.99 value.

FIN
AL 

DAYS

$20999
PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS $49999

SAVE $175 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $67499

MEMORY FOAM
QUEEN MATTRESS

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$42 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$299999

Total to Pay

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets. 
Some models in select 

stores only.

+ †* 



+ †

MF45_NYC_WRAP_8.11_COMMUNITY_2_3

SLEEP COOL
&Save

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259999

Total to Pay

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets with applicable savings. Some models in select stores only.

ALL NEW!
We’ve reinvented the memory foam 

mattress. The exclusively patented memory 
foam coils bring you superior temperature 

control and unmatched pressure relief.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$44 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$309999

Total to Pay

LX640

$63 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$449999

Total to Pay

LX670

LX510



+ †

BE COOL
&Elevate

Blue Touch 500 Plush Blue Touch 1000 Cushion Firm

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$279899

Total to Pay

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259899

Total to Pay

Blue Touch 100 Firm

$35 Per Month**†

60 Months 
0% APR*

$209899

Total to Pay

IT’S ALL ABOUT 
THAT BASE!

An adjustable base is perfect for
binge-watching your favorite show

or reading a good book.

Prices refl ect queen mattress with L&P 100 queen adjustable. Some models in select stores only.



MF45_NYC_WRAP_8.11_COMMUNITY_4

EveryDay!
An amazing deal

Visit a store to fi nd out more.

$37 Per Month**†

36 Months 

0% APR*

$1299.99 

Total to Pay

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

Prices refl ect 
queen fl at sets. 

Some models in select 
stores only.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

CO
U

PO
N

***

FREE COOLING

Mattress Protector

FREE COOLING

Luxury Pillows

FREE COOLING BUNDLE
**

UP TO A $399.97 VALUE

Cooling Bundle available with select mattress set purchases of 
$1999.99 and above. 

ENDS SUNDAY

Beat the summer heat 

with our exclusive 

cooling mattresses 

and get a free

cooling bundle.

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with 
your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 
Equal Monthly Payments required. 

APR
FOR

06YEARS*

DON’T WAIT...
OUR LOW PRICE IS GUARANTEED

FOR 100 DAYS OR IT’S FREE††

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly 
payments required. *Off er valid 7/24/17-8/15/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the 
number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. 
Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.  **†All 
monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. †*Mattress Firm 
YETI® Off er: Off er valid 8/7/17-8/13/17. Purchase select mattress sets at $1299.99 and above and receive a Free YETI® gift. Free YETI® breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$2999.98 and get 1 free YETI® RamblerTM 30oz. tumbler (a $39.99 value) or spend $2999.99 or more and get 1 free YETI® Tundra® 35 cooler (in white, a $299.99 
value). YETI® products are not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address. Limit of 1 tumbler or cooler per household. Off er has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers, coupons, or discounts. Not valid toward mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with 
Groupon. All fl oor samples, clearance and discontinued models are excluded from this off er. Product returns will be less the value of the tumbler ($39.99) or less the value of the cooler ($299.99). Off er available while supplies last, minimum nationwide quantities available are 4000 tumblers and 2000 coolers. Photography is for illustration 
purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete details. **Mattress Firm Free Cooling Bundle Off er: Purchase select mattress sets at $1999.99 and above and receive a Free Cooling Bundle. Total Cooling Bundle value up to $399.97. Cooling Bundle includes 2 LuxLiving Cooling Pillows (up to a $199.98 Value) and 
a Cooling Mattress Protector (up to a $199.99 value). Cooling Bundle is not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address 7-14 business days from date of purchase. Cooling bundle has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers. Not valid toward mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special 
purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 7/24/17-8/15/17 or while supplies last. Based on availability, substitutions of particular items may be necessary.  Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete details. ***Back to School Promo: Off er valid 
7/17/17-8/22/17. Receive special savings on select mattresses and accessories with valid school I.D. School I.D. applies to valid student, faculty, administrator, or staff  identifi cation card. Has no cash value. Not valid online or on previous purchases. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price 
by 10% or your purchase is free if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters or discontinued 
merchandise. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) are excluded. See store for details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual 
product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise 
indicated, off ers valid 8/7/17-8/15/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

ALL NEW
We’ve reinvented 
the memory foam 

mattress. The 
exclusively patented 

memory foam coils 
bring you superior 

temperature control 
and unmatched 
pressure relief.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 
FINAL DAYS

PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS

$

359
99

$

499
99

PLUSH COOLING

QUEEN MATTRESS

+ †* 

+ †* 
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“Marco!” Halle 
Berry calls to 
her insanely 

adorable son in the new movie, 
“Kidnap.”

“Polo!” the 6-year-old glee-
fully calls back.

“Marco!” Halle calls again 
as they play in a sun-dappled 
park.

“Polo!”
If you’ve seen the poster for 

this movie — or heck, noticed 
its name — it will come as no 
surprise that a few minutes 
later, when Halle is distracted 
by a phone call from her law-
yer telling her that her ex 
wants full custody of the kid 
(hiss!), her child disappears. 
He has been “Taken.”

Oh, wait. Sorry. That’s the 
Liam Neeson franchise. But 
anyway, yes, her child has dis-
appeared in the blink of an eye 
— no one saw him snatched, 
he didn’t protest or scream — 
and a few frantic scenes later 
Halle spies him being loaded 
into a car even older than my 
own. Incredible. How is it that 
child-snatching is presented 
as such a lucrative business 
(according to the movie, kids 
go for $100,000 each) and yet 
the snatchers drive clunkers?

It must be because they 
drive the most amazing clunk-
ers in all creation, capable of 
careening through 90 minutes 
of Hollywood car chases. For 
that is what “Kidnap” quickly 
becomes: Halle on the heels of 
the creeps, gunning down the 
highway (setting off other car 
wrecks on the way, all treated 
as meh, because she is a Mom 
on a Mission), interspersed 
with car interior shots of 
Halle talking to herself — “I’m 
coming baby!” — and … that’s 

it. Plus, in one scene, there’s a 
shovel to someone’s head. Now 
you don’t have to buy a ticket. 

But a trite script and only 
moderately tense car chase 
are not what’s criminal about 
this movie. What’s criminal is 
that it is supposed to be a he-
roic tale of Halle dealing with 
every mom’s worst nightmare: 
A stranger kidnapping her 
kid. But instead of empower-
ing moms, the  plot reinforces 
the idea that this particular 
crime is, if not common, at 
least something that normal 
parents should consider when 
taking their kids on an out-
ing. 

Thinking that way is not 
only terrifying, it is chang-
ing the way we parent, and the 
way our kids grow up.

Strangers kidnapping 
young children to sell is such 
a vanishingly rare crime that 
David Finkelhor, head of the 
Crimes Against Children Re-
search Center at the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire, said 
he’d fi le the “Kidnap” movie 
under “science fi ction.” In fact, 
if for some reason you wanted 
your child to be kidnapped 
by a stranger, do you know 
how long would you have to 

leave him or her outside, un-
attended, for this to be statisti-
cally likely to happen?

A day? An hour? Two min-
utes while you talk on the 
phone to your divorce law-
yer? 

The answer is 750,000 
years. It’s like how many lot-
tery tickets would you have 
to buy to make it statistically 
likely you’d win. You’d have 
to leave your kid outside for 
750,000 years before you could 
be pretty sure he’d be kid-
napped, according to numbers 
crunched for me by Warwick 
Cairns, author of “How to Live 
Dangerously.” 

And yet, around the coun-
try, parents wait with their 
kids at the bus stop every 
morning now, or drive them 
door to door. A Mayo Clinic 
study found that three out of 
four parents are afraid their 
children will be abducted. 
This fear translates into kids 
being constantly supervised 
outdoors, or simply stashed 
indoors, for fear of preda-
tors. 

A single movie doesn’t move 
the needle, but what we have 
today is a culture so obsessed 
by kiddie kidnapping you’ll of-

ten fi nd a booth at street fairs 
where parents are encouraged 
to fi ngerprint their kids, save 
a bit of their hair, and some-
times even have the kids take 
a dental impression, all to be 
prepared if “the unthinkable” 
(that we can’t stop thinking 
about) occurs. 

What is the harm of being 
prepared? It’s that in our fo-
cus on kidnapping, we have 
changed childhood. Fewer 
kids run around outside or 
even know how to organize a 
game. We think we’re keeping 
them “safe” but in reality, we 
are exposing them to far more 
likely dangers. Obesity and 
childhood depression are both 
up. My gosh, “adult onset” dia-
betes soared 30 percent from 
2000 to 2009 — in kids. 

We are making our kids 
more emotionally and physi-
cally vulnerable by not letting 
them do things on their own. 
Until we give them back some 
unstructured, unsupervised 
time outside, consider them 
kidnapped … by us.

Lenore Skenazy is founder 
of Free-Range Kids, a contrib-
utor to Reason.com, and au-
thor of “Has the World Gone 
Skenazy?”

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy

Why ‘Kidnap’ deserves to be abducted
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Visitors to the Brooklyn Public 

Library’s Flatbush branch were 

heated after a broken air condi-

tioning system forced the book 

lender to cut its hours for the rest 

of the season on July 24, fi ring 

up those who use the facility as a 

cool escape from the summer sun 

(“Steamy readers! Flatbush li-

brary patrons fuming after busted 

air conditioning prompts reduced 

hours,” by Colin Mixson, online 

Aug. 7).

Library offi cials are working 

with the city on a $1.5-million proj-

ect to replace the location’s heating 

and cooling systems, but no date 

has been set for repairs to begin, a 

spokeswoman said. The shortened 

schedule is intended to protect vis-

itors and staff from extreme heat, 

according to the library’s rep, and 

massive fans were installed in lieu 

of air conditioners. The new oper-

ating hours, from 8 am to 1 pm on 

weekdays and from 9 am to 1 pm 

on Saturdays, will remain in effect 

through Oct. 2. Some of our read-

ers just couldn’t keep their cool af-

ter reading about the midsummer 

air conditioning failures:

• Cue budget woes.
• Followed by announcement of 

“affordable” housing.
• Followed by giveaway to devel-

oper.
• Followed by announcement of 

temporary crappy alternate location.
• Followed by smaller library, 

probably in basement.
Real estate values for Brooklyn 

Public Library’s Flatbush branch 
are not as valuable as those for the 
Brooklyn Heights branch in Cadman 
Plaza. That is why fi xing the heating 
and cooling system is only going for 
$1.5 million in the Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Flatbush branch instead of 
$9 million to replace the equipment at 
the Brooklyn Public Library in Cad-
man Plaza. Don’t worry, your library 
is safe from the real estate moguls. 
Can you picture the top one percent 
of the wealthy living in the heart of 
Flatbush? Ha-ha! Justine Swartz 

 from Brooklyn Heights

A/C problems are a chronic issue 
in BPL branches. A couple of years 
back, they did a major renovation at 
the Gerritsen branch. The fi rst sum-
mer after it reopened, they constantly 
had to close by mid-day because the 
new A/C couldn’t handle the heat.

They just recently reopened the 
Ulmer Park branch, with a new A/C 
system. For some reason, there re-
mains no A/C in the meeting and 
events room. Inquiries about when it 
will be fi xed go unanswered, and pa-
trons swelter during events and pro-
grams.

Does Brooklyn Public Library  
share its board of directors and bud-
get with the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority? 
 Sean F from Bensonhurst

Instead of fi xing the air condi-
tioner, they can do as the other com-
menters suggest and give the library 
building to a developer. Not only 
would this save the money a new air 
conditioner would cost, but it could 
bring in some beautiful high-end 
apartments to the area. A lot of the 
locals are a bit down-market, a new 
development could really bring some 
class and style to the area. 
 Misty Humplington from Flatbush

$1.5 million for a heating and 
air conditioning system? Wow, that 
could be done a heck of a lot cheaper. 
 Ian from Williamsburg

So all anyone can talk about is the 
air conditioning, but what about the 
parking situation?! There’s meters 
everywhere. Before anything else, I 
think they need to look into install-
ing a parking lot for patrons. 
 Helena Gonzales from Fairport

Another intentionally distressed 
library branch set to go on the devel-
oper auction block. 
 Sunny from Fort Greene

Organizers of the Labor Day pa-

rade J’Ouvert are moving the pre-

dawn festival to daylight hours 

this year in the hope that sunlight 

will halt the deadly violence that 

has plagued the event in the past 

(“Out of the darkness: J’Ouvert 

parade pushed to daylight hours 

to mitigate violence,” by Nelson A. 

King, online July 31).

 The Sept. 4 procession from 

Grand Army Plaza to Prospect-

Lefferts Gardens will kick off at 6 

am, four hours after its previous 

2 am start time. It will be the fi rst 

time that J’Ouvert, which means 

“daybreak” and precedes the an-

nual West Indian Day parade, is 

not cloaked in darkness. An aide 

to Gov. Cuomo was killed at the 

parade in 2015 and two people 

were fatally shot at last year’s cel-

ebration despite increased police 

presence and 250 new fl oodlights, 

sparking a heated debate over 

whether this year’s event should be 

canceled. Some readers were eager 

to join that conversation:

I have attended for years, never 
seen violence. The violence scare is 
totally blown out of proportion. Its a 
fun event. Beginning it at 6 am will 
compress the parade into a rushed 
event. Its just another gentrifi cation 
move. Reveler from Ft. Greene

At the age of 83, I have been a part 
of J’Ouvert from the beginning, along 
with its founders, Brain, Juju, Jerry, 
and others. Lets look at how many 
years we have had J’Ouvert without 
any incidents. I agree moving up the 
time is a good idea and takes nothing 
away from the fete. To even think of 
canceling it would amount to a slap 
in the face of all West Indians. Real 
talk!!! Aka: Tahzann. 

 Carlton E. Munroe aka Curly 

 from Flatbush

The people who’ve been killed — 
stabbed, shot, run over — aren’t vic-
tims of violence? Do you mean only a 
few people get killed so no big deal be-
cause most people are having a grand 
time doing drugs and alcohol? 
 Jocelle from Crown Heights

Crown Heights activists ac-

cused Mayor DeBlasio of using a 

Manhattan town hall as an excuse 

to avoid a meeting they invited him 

to about his redevelopment plan 

for their nabe’s armory, but said 

they would not let his absence stop 

them from airing their grievances 

(“Acting out: Locals accuse mayor 

of skipping armory meeting, say 

they will cast stand-in at event,” by 

Colin Mixson, online Aug. 2). 

DeBlasio supports handing 

over the publicly owned Bedford-

Union Armory to private devel-

oper BFC partners, which has 

promised to build below-mar-

ket-rate housing and a non-for-

profi t recreation center at the 

historic military structure on Bed-

ford Avenue between President 

and Union streets in return. But 

community members continue to 

rail against the scheme. 

Organizers were outraged after 

learning that DeBlasio scheduled a 

meeting in Manhattan at the same 

time as theirs, a move they saw as 

a thinly vieled escape from what 

could be an overtly hostile gather-

ing. The local activists chose not to 

travel across the river to confront 

him, however. And neither did 

some readers, who weighed in on 

the divisive project:

As someone who actually lives in 
the neighborhood, let me give you a 
synopsis of what is happening. We 
have made literally dozens of alter-
native proposals:

1. Turn it into a free community 
parking lot

2. Mini storage facility
3. Vibrant music center full of free 

instruments provided by the city
4. Hang-out space
And many others. The mayor has 

willingly ignored our demands! But 
two can play at this game, and from 
now on we will ignore his demands! 

He wants it? Well too bad, we didn’t 
hear that! I don’t think he’ll like that, 
but that’s what’s gonna happen. 
 Lulu from Crown Heights

How about next time you invite 
other mayoral candidates and have 
them talk about what they would do 
as opposed to this joker! 
 Nick from Gowanus

Yes , of course DeBlasio s----. He 
doesn’t care about any of the resi-
dents in Brooklyn... pushing his 
agenda. This is just another one of 
the many reasons why he should be 
HISTORY in January.

I read 50 percent approval rating 
?????? You vote for him and you get 
what you deserve, suckers. 
 Ralph from Bed Stuy

Of course the people who already 
have housing don’t care if any more 
gets built. No skin off their backs. 
 Mike from Williamsburg

I am not surprised at DeBlasio, he 
is in the pockets of developers and fi -
nancial institutions.

 The tale of two cities he ran on 
was complete ——. It’s gentrifi cation 
of the whole city. Sad, no more cul-
ture, just Starbucks and Dunkin’ Do-
nuts everywhere. 
 Steven from Bay Ridge

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Sweltering library steams patrons  
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.



COURIER LIFE, AUG. 11–17, 201726    DT

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE



COURIER LIFE, AUG 11-17, 2017 27  24-7

WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  

By Bill Roundy

This is going to be terrible.
At the “Maim that Tune” bur-

lesque show on Saturday night, 
strippers will dance to the worst music they 
can imagine, including commercial jin-
gles, inept ballads, and Toby Keith songs. 
The nauseating numbers chosen by the 
nearly-naked performers at the Sideshows 
by the Seashore theater in Coney Island 
on Aug. 12 will lead to an evening like no 
other, said the show’s producer. 

“People are screaming and saying 
‘No!’ and clutching their heads — and 
that’s not the typical reaction to a bur-
lesque show,” said host and performer 
Fancy Feast, who reigned as Miss Coney 
Island 2016. “It subverts the idea of what 

is a sexy night out.”
This is Williamsburg performer’s third 

year producing the night of miserable 
music — which sold out both of its pre-
vious incarnations. There is something 
cathartic about expressing your feeling 
about terrible tunes along with a crowd, 
said Fancy. 

“People think they’re alone in their 
hatred [of certain songs], but here they can 
get their ya-yas out,” she said. “It appeals 
to both sadists and masochists, so it’s a 
little something for everyone.”

In previous years, dancers have 
stripped to the  Mr. Softee jingle ,  a mash-
up of Smashmouth’s “All Star” and John 
Lennon’s “Imagine,”  and Billy Ray Cyrus’s 
“Achy Breaky Heart.” But the “objective 

badness” of a song is less important to 
Fancy than the pain that each of the 13 per-
formers go through while practicing their 
routines to music that they hate. Working 
through their revulsion can lead to a cre-
ative breakthrough, said Fancy. 

“I’m always amazed to see what hap-
pens in a performer’s head when they 
are stuck with a song that they hate for a 
long period of time. It creates some pretty 
twisted striptease,” she said. “There have 
been several acts that have come out of 
this that have gone into regular rotation in 
people’s acts.”

Fancy would not reveal any of this 
year’s line-up, because the anticipation 
of waiting for the next song is part of the 
fun.

“People are really waiting for the next 
track, to see if they really hate it or not,” 
she said. “There have been some moments 
of debate.”

But she did reveal that two performers 
at this year’s show have chosen the same 
awful tune — which she would normally 
not allow.

“As a producer, on any other night, I 
would make them get a new selection,” 
said Fancy. “But for this show, some things 
are better heard twice, so people can really 
meditate on why the songs are so odious.”

“Maim that Tune” at Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. between W. 12th 
Street and Stillwell Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159, www.coneyisland.com]. 
Aug. 12 at 10 pm. $15.

Strippers dance to world’s worst music

Awfully 
     sexy

A bloody shame: 
Burlesque performer 
Fancy Feast will host 
the “Maim that Tune” 
show celebrating 
terrible music on 
Aug. 12. James Ridley
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By Carlo Bosticco

This New York City ferry tale is 
coming to a close.

This week, we arrive at the 
northernmost Brooklyn location on our 
ferry kingdom ride. Did we save the 
best for last? Greenpoint certainly puts 
up a fight for the crown.

The pier surroundings are quite 
industrial, but a quick walk down 
India Street brings you to the trendy 
 Moonlight Mile  (200 Franklin St. at 
India Street), named after a Rolling 
Stones song. It offers a dozen craft 
beers on tap, almost 200 options of 
American bourbon, whiskey, and rye, 
and a well-stocked, completely free 
jukebox. The venue also takes on a 
retro flair on Thursdays, with its cheeky 
Vinyl Nights.

If you need food before your booze, 
keep walking down India to Manhattan 
Avenue and turn left. Here you’ll find 
Jungle Café (996 Manhattan Ave. at 
Huron Street), a homey and hearty 
vegan eatery, utterly delicious for all 
palates and very kid-friendly. Try the 
mac and cheese with Southern greens 
and fakin’ bacon, then grab one of their 
fresh juices for the road  — it’s time for 
a short walk.

Stroll south along the neighborhood’s 
vibrant high street, Manhattan Avenue, 
then turn onto Bedford Avenue to dis-
cover the giant stretch of greenery that 
is McCarren Park, which offers an  
Olympic-sized public pool  and courts 
and fields for all manners of sports, 
including softball, kickball, and bocce 
ball. Also very popular is the Saturday 

green market, offering produce from 
orchards, farms, and bakeries across 
New York and New Jersey.

If your exertions have left you 
gasping for some alcoholic refresh-
ment, on the outskirts of the park you 
will find Spritzenhaus 33 (33 Nassau 
Ave. at Gurensey Street), a truly mas-
sive fairy light-lit and wooden-tabled 
German beer hall. During the summer 
the walls roll up into the ceiling, giv-
ing a open-air, breezy feel to the pro-
ceedings, and its wood-burning ovens 
turn out a German-centric menu of 

sausages and pretzels.
 Finally, lovers of punk music should 

check out the nearby Warsaw (261 
Driggs Ave., between Leonard and 
Eckford streets), an old Polish music 
hall turned contemporary concert venue 
— and yes, they still serve kielbasa. The 
venue is closed for August, but starts up 
with a juicy selection of global artists in 
September.

New York City Ferry at Greenpoint 
(10 India St. at the waterfront in 
Greenpoint, www.ferry.nyc). $2.75 per 
trip.

By Lauren Gill

It is aboat time!
A floating restaurant aboard a 

historic schooner lowered its gang-
plank to visitors on Thursday night, 
just off Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 
6. The  much-anticipated opening of 
Pilot  gives Kings County residents a 
new waterfront spot to drop anchor and 
chow down. 

The floating eatery serves a seafood-
focused menu that includes oysters, lob-
ster rolls, and a soft-shell crab po’ boy. 
It also boasts two bars serving $15 craft 
cocktails and several sit-down tables. 

Pilot is owned by Alex and Miles 
Pincus, the team behind the popular 
Manhattan restaurant-on-a-boat Grand 
Banks. 

The schooner was only recently 
decked out for an upscale dining expe-
rience — the 1924-built vessel enjoyed 
a previous life as the “Highlander Sea,” 
which  guided visiting ships safely into 
Boston Harbor , and later sailed around 

the world as a research vessel. 
After being acquired by the Pincus 

brothers, it was re-purposed at Gowanus 
Bay Terminal in Red Hook, where dam-
aged planks from the hull were removed 
and replaced to accommodate the bar, 
kitchens, and freezers. 

It will remain docked on the north 
side of Pier 6 until October.

Pilot at Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 
6 (Atlantic Avenue and Furman Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, www.pilotbrooklyn.
com). Mon–Fri, 3 pm–midnight; Sat, 
Sun, 11 am–midnight. 

By Lauren Gill

These dancers are spin doctors!
A troupe of cosmic hula hoopers will 

roll out their space-themed performance 
“Starship Hoopers” at the Manhattan Bridge 
Archway on Aug. 17, as part of the Live at the 
Archway event series. The show’s creator hopes 
the audience will get involved and move their 
hips — which is ironically a good way to stay 
grounded when faced with the world’s lunacy, 
she says.

“I feel like the world is in a pretty crazy state 
of chaos these days and there’s an overall feeling 
like we’re in outer space,” said Tanya Gagne, who 
owns Big Sky Works, an arts and circus space 
in Williamsburg. “It’s hard to figure out how to 
navigate our lives on this planet — hula-hooping 
is an amazing way to be in your body and have 
fun.”

Gagne chose an August date for her show to 
coincide with two major astronomical events — 
the lunar eclipse on Aug. 7 and the solar eclipse 
on Aug. 21. To celebrate, eight hula hoopers in 
glitzed out costumes will create a living plan-
etarium out of 70 glowing hoops, all spinning to 
spaced-out songs from artists including David 
Bowie, the Beatles, and Modest Mouse.

After the performance, the Heavenly Bodies 
troupe will teach the audience their techniques 
for hooping it up, a skill that can be picked up 
surprisingly quickly, Gagnes said. 

“I want people to get into it and learn a few 
things,” she said. “Some people think they can’t 
hula-hoop, and within 15 minutes they’re doing 
it.” 

“Starship Hoopers” has no storyline, so people 
can drop in to gaze at one starry number, or stay 
for the whole 90-minute hoop-de-doo. Gagnes 
hopes that those who come by will discover the 
circular logic of hooping their worries away. 

“I’m just trying to spread the love of people 
being in their bodies and having something that 
brings them joy that they can do anywhere,” she 
said.

“Starship Hoopers” at Dumbo Archway (Water 
St. between Adams Street and Anchorage Place in 
Dumbo, www.dumbo.is/live-at-the-archway). Aug. 
17 at 6 pm. Free.

Pilot life

EASY BEING GREEN

Spin zone: Big Sky Works troupe Heavenly Bodies will put 
on space-themed hula hoop show “Starship Hoopers” in the 
Dumbo Archway on Aug. 17.  Tanya Gagne

Setting sail: Pilot owners Miles and Alex Pincus enjoy their new floating restaurant.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Hoop dream
Cosmic hula-hoopers 
get spacey in Dumbo

Sail to Greenpoint for great booze and food

Jungle boogie: At the colorful Jungle Cafe in Greenpoint, Amira Abdalla holds guacamole and 
chips and a Jungle Burrito. Photo by Jason Speakman



COURIER LIFE, AUG 11-17, 2017 29  24-7

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, AUG 11
MUSIC, UNITED PRAISE 

NYC: With Jeremy 
Camp, Fred Hammond, 
Jaci Velasquez, and 
more. $36–$220. 7:30 
pm.

WED, AUG 14
MUSIC, SHAWN MEN-

DES: $29–$550. 7:30 
pm.

FRI, AUG 18
SPORTS, WWE MEET 

AND GREETS: $tba. 
Time tba.

SAT, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER: $$25–
$220. 7:15 pm.

SUN, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $600. 6:30 pm.

MON, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $45–$240. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, AUG 22
SPORTS, WWE SMACK-

DOWN LIVE: $25–$160. 
7:45 pm.

MON, SEPT 11
MUSIC, ROGER WATERS: 

$55–$605. 8 pm.

TUE, SEPT 12
MUSIC, ROGER WATERS: 

$55–$605. 8 pm.

SAT, SEPT 16
SPORTS, ELECTRONIC 

SPORTS LEAGUE ONE 
NEW YORK: $45. 10 
am.

SUN, SEPT 17
SPORTS, ELECTRONIC 

SPORTS LEAGUE ONE 
NEW YORK: $45. 10 
am.

TUE, SEPT 19
MUSIC, PAUL MCCART-

NEY: $175–$350. 8 pm.

WED, SEPT 20
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PHILADEL-
PHIA FLYERS PRE-SEA-
SON: $22–$105. 7 pm.

THU, SEPT 21
MUSIC, PAUL MCCART-

NEY: $42–$350. 8 pm.

MON, SEPT 25
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V NEW JER-
SEY DEVILS PRE-SEA-
SON: $22–$105. 7 pm.

FRI, SEPT 29
MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: 

Sold out. 7:30 pm.

SAT, SEPT 30
MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: 

Sold out. 7:30 pm.

SUN, OCT 1
MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: 

Sold out. 7:30 pm.

WED, OCT 4
MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: 

$160–$1,200. 8 pm.

THU, OCT 5
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V MIAMI HEAT 
PRE-SEASON: $tba. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, OCT 7
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V BUFFALO 
SABRES: $tba. 7 pm.

SUN, OCT 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V NEW YORK 
KNICKS PRE-SEASON: 
$tba. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

TOUR, BIKE BROWNSTONE 
BROOKLYN: Take a bike 
tour through Brooklyn’s 
most idyllic neighbor-
hoods, with a trip from 
Park Slope to Red Hook 
and back. $20. 10 am. The 
Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
www.bike.nyc. 

MUSIC, SUNSET TANKER-
TIME: Enjoy a Mediterra-
nean-themed music jam 
while you relax onboard 
the Mary A. Whalen boat. 
Free. 5 pm–midnight. Mary 
A. Whalen, Pier 11, Atlantic 
Basin [190 Pioneer St. at 
ferry landing in Red Hook, 
(917) 414–0565], portside-
newyork.org/summer-2017. 

THEATER, “LITTLE MUR-
DERS”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Aug. 11. 

KAYAK POLO: These games 
are open to the public and 
totally free! Your level of 
experience doesn’t mat-
ter, and nothing will im-
prove your kayaking skills 
as quickly as playing this 
game. Free with admis-
sion to the museum. 12:30 
pm to 1:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Boathouse 
(End of Pineapple St. and 
Furman Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.bbpboat-
house.org. 

FAMILY, MIDWOOD MOVIE 
HISTORY: A night of mov-
ies, family and fun, with 
face painters, a balloon 
clown, a giant slide, a 
screening of “Back to the 
Future,” fl ick, and the Mid-
wood Movie History Pop-
up Museum. Free. 6–10 
pm. Avenue M between E. 
13th and E. 17th streets in 
Midwood. 

COMEDY, NOT DEAD YET: 
A comedy variety show 
featuring experimental, 
original, and defi nitely 
alive performers. Featuring 
performances from Dylan 
Marron, Shalewa Sharpe, 
and Myq Kaplan, a reading 
from poet Ana Boži evi , 
short videos, and music 
from Maybird. $7 $(5 in ad-
vance). 8:30 pm. C’mon Ev-
erybody (325 Franklin Ave. 
between Clifton Place and 
Greene Avenue in Crown 
Heights), www.cmonevery-
body.com. 

MON, AUG. 14
FILM, “THE LEGO BATMAN 

MOVIE”: A screening of 
the fi lm as part of “Coney 
Island Flicks on the Beach.” 
Come enjoy fl icks with 
sand between your toes! 
Free. 7 pm. (West 12th 
Street and Riegelmann 
Boardwalk in Coney Is-
land), www.coneyisland-
funguide.com. 

READING, BOOKS BE-
NEATH THE BRIDGE: 
Jenny Zhang reads from 
her fi rst story collection, 
“Sour Heart,” and Alissa 
Nutting reads from her 
novel “Made for Love,” 
about sex dolls and tech-
nology. Free. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s Granite 
Prospect [Old Fulton 
Street at Furman Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 222–9939], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. 

COMEDY, NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedy favorite Wyatt 

FRI, AUG. 11
THEATER, NAKED “HAM-

LET”: An all-male group of 
actors wearing only their 
birthday suits will perform 
a nude version of Shake-
speare’s “Hamlet.”” Free. 
5:30 pm. Prospect Park’s 
Music Pagoda (Enter at 
Ocean Avenue and Lincoln 
Road in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens), www.torn-
outtheater.org. 

MUSIC, WHITNEY, MOSES 
SUMNEY, WEYES BLOOD, 
DR. ASHLEY JACKSON: 
Part of the annual outdoor 
Celebrate Brooklyn! festi-
val. Free. 7 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

MUSIC, JAZZY JAZZ FESTI-
VAL 2017: A weekly jazz 
tribute to the music of 
Lena Horne. Free. 7pm–
10pm. Medgar Evers Col-
lege [1638 Bedford Ave. 
at Crown Street in Crown 
Heights, (718) 270–5140]. 

FILM, “ROGUE ONE”: A 
free outdoor screening 
of the latest Star Wars 
fl ick in Owl’s Head Park, 
presented by Councilman 
Gentile. Free. 7 pm. Owl’s 
Head Park Playground 
[Colonial Road at 67th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
748–5300]. 

MUSIC, ACOUSTIC AB-
STRACTIONS: Musician 
Seann Cantatore of Floun-
der Warehouse performs 
songs based on artwork by 
Maddie Moller, which will 
be on display during the 
show. $10. 7 pm. Nu Hotel 
Brooklyn [85 Smith St. at 
Atlantic Avenue in Down-
town, (718) 852–8585], 
www.nuhotelbrooklyn.
com.

MUSIC, CRUEL SUMMER: A 
two-room takeover of ’80s 
anthems performed by 
10-piece cover band the 
Engagements and ’90s hits 
spun by DJ Steve Reyn-
olds. $10. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

THEATER, “LITTLE MUR-
DERS”: This site-specifi c 
play is set in a decayed and 
bullet-ridden New York 
City, where the Newquist 
clan will stop at nothing 
to maintain their per-
formance of the perfect 
American family. $25 ($20 
in advance). 8 pm. Burger 
on Smith (209 Smith St. 
between Baltic and Butler 
streets in Cobble Hill), 
www,littlemurders.event-
brite.com. 

CONEY ISLAND FIRE-
WORKS: Watch the fi re-
works illuminate the sky at 
Coney Island Beach and 
Boardwalk. Free. 9:30 pm. 
Coney Island Boardwalk 
(between W. 10th and W. 
15th streets in Coney Is-
land), www.nycgovparks.
org. 

NIGHTLIFE, ¡ESCANDALO! 
A BURLESQUE TELE-
NOVELA: A scripted bur-
lesque show that follows 
young ingenue Chuleta 
as she comes of age. $15. 
10 pm. Coney Island USA 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

SAT, AUG. 12
MUSIC, CONEY ISLAND 

MUSIC FESTIVAL: Bands, 
solo artists, and disc jock-
eys will play at the three 
stages, while vendors 
serve up tasty food and 
drinks. Free. 2–9 pm. [Still-
well Avenue at Surf Av-
enue in Coney Island, (347) 
476–3384], www.cimusic-
festival.com. 

THEATER, A TASTE OF 
SHAKESPEARE: Three 
zany, short Shakespeare 
plays in one hour — “Tiny 
Tempest,” “One-Twelfth 
Night,” and “Midsummer: 
Tedious and Brief.” Volun-
tary donation. 3 pm and 6 
pm. Prospect Park’s Con-
cert Grove (153 E. Drive 
between Lincoln Road and 
Parkside Avenue in Pros-
pect Park), www.hedgepi-
gensemble.org. 

THEATER, NAKED “HAM-
LET”: 5:30 pm. See Friday, 
Aug. 11. 

MUSIC, YOUSSOU N’DOUR, 
YACOUBA SISSOKO: Part 
of the annual outdoor Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn! festival. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

THEATER, “LITTLE MUR-
DERS”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Aug. 11. 

FAD MARKET: Browse and 
shop unique handcrafted 
art, jewelry, apparel, bath 
and body care, tableware, 
and home furnishings. 
Free. 11 am–6 pm. The 
Invisible Dog Art Center 
[51 Bergen St. between 
Boerum Place and Dean 
Street in Boerum Hill, (347) 
560–3641], www.theinvisi-
bledog.org. 

KAYAKING: Paddle in the 
East River. Children under 
18 must be accompanied 
by an adult guardian. Free. 
10 am to 3 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Boathouse 

(End of Pineapple St. and 
Furman Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.bbpboat-
house.org. 

DINING, TAP AND CORK 
FEST: Bedford-Stuyve-
sant’s beer and wine fest 
takes over Restoration 
Plaza for a day-long cel-
ebration, with live perfor-
mances DJ CEO. $25 ($60 
VIP). 2–8 pm. Restora-
tion Plaza [1368 Fulton 
St. at Marcy Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–6996], www.restora-
tionplaza.org. 

COMEDY, BOOK CLUB 
COMEDY SHOW: At Book 
Club, comedians read 
books so you don’t have 
to! This month they discuss 
“The Handmaid’s Tale.” 
With hosts Colin Stokes 
and Blythe Roberson, 
Jaboukie Young-White, 
Monica Heisey, and more. 
$8 ($6 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SUN, AUG. 13
DOWN TO EARTH FARM-

ER’S MARKET: The annual 
farmer’s market returns! 
Browse the wares of local 
vendors, including sea-
sonal fruits and veggies, 
speciality foods, prepared 
foods, beverages, eggs, 
honey, milk, baked goods, 
and more. Free. 10 am–4 
pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–
3195], theoldstonehouse.
org. 

TOUR, GREEN-WOOD 
TROLLEY TOUR: Visit the 
cemetery’s notable “per-
manent residents” on one 
of three trolley tours. $20. 
10 am and 1 pm. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.green-
wood.com. Continued on page 31

Part of their world: Young actors portray Sebastian the 
crab, Princess Ariel, Scuttle the seagull, and Prince Eric in 
the Narrows Community Theater’s production of “The Little 
Mermaid,” opening on Aug. 18. Jennifer Specht

He knows how to accessorize: Brock Lesner will wear this styl-
ish belt while he appears at the World Wrestling Entertainment 
Summerslam event at Barclays Center on Aug. 20. 
 Associated Press / Phelan M. Ebenhack
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By Bill Roundy

Bay Ridge is ditching the cars 
and heading outside for artsy 
activities this weekend.

Get out on Friday night for the 
summer’s final SummerStroll on 
Third (Third Avenue between 68th 
to 80th streets). The thoroughfare 
will be closed to cars from 6 pm to 10 
pm, so you can do some al fresco din-
ing in the street, do some shopping, 
and cross the street without looking 
both ways. Start your night outside 
the Pour House of Bay Ridge (7901 
Third Avenue at 79th Street), where 
Nordic rockers Lords of the Fjords 
will be playing. 

Once you’ve walked the length 
of Third Avenue, blast off towards 
a green space not too far, far away. 
Owl’s Head Park (enter at Colonial 
Road and 67th Street) will be screen-
ing “Star Wars: Rogue One” at sun-

down (around 8 pm). 
Pop back to Owl’s Head Park 

the next day for the Brooklyn 
Shakespeare Fest, which will pres-
ent a stripped-down, high-energy ver-

sion of “Measure for Measure,” with 
six actors taking on all the parts. The 
show must go on at noon, 3 pm, and 
6 pm on both Saturday and Sunday, 
rain or shine. Between performances, 
different musical acts will take to 
the grassy stage, and the Brooklyn 
Streetcar Artists Group will show 
off its work in a pop-up exhibit. You 
can also make an intermission visit to 
the Bay Ridge Rocks! Group, which 
will be painting pebbles with colorful 
messages and hiding them around the 
park for people to find.

Six showings of Shakespeare not 
enough theater for you? You can also 
catch the young performers of “Into 
the Woods, Jr.” belting out some 
Sondheim songs at Bay Ridge Prep 
(8101 Ridge Blvd. at 81st Street) this 
weekend, with showings at 7:30 pm 
on Friday, 2 pm and 7 pm on Saturday, 
and 3 pm on Sunday. Tickets are $10. 

By Julianne Cuba

She’s in the Zone!
A Bedford-Stuyvesant 

cartoonist will showcase her 
fantastical comics about lesbian 
witches, lost dragons, and goofy 
adventurers at the queer comics fes-
tival FlameCon, happening at the 
Brooklyn Bridge Marriott on Aug. 
19 and 20.  Carey Pietsch  says that 
adapting the popular Dungeons & 
Dragons podcast  “The Adventure 
Zone,”  in a comic coming out next 
year has pushed her out of her 
artistic comfort zone.

“I’m pretty lazy and would 
never want to write like, a herd of 
horses into a comic I’m making 
for myself, and if unchecked, those 
tendencies would end up limiting me,” 
said Pietsch. “Working with another 
writer gets me to learn to draw thiǹ gs 
I wouldn’t on my own — and it usually 
ends up being a really fun challenge!”

“The Adventure Zone” follows a 
trio of “lovable dummies” as they 
journey through a fantasy world, and 
Pietsch enjoys the chance to take their 
adventures out of the headphones and 
onto the page, she said.

“I’m really, really excited about the 
ways that translating it into a sequen-
tial, visual medium is going to allow us 
to continue to develop these characters 
and the world,” she said. “I love how 
much personality shows through in the 
voice acting the team does already, and 
I’m really looking forward to building 
on that with characters’ body language 
and acting on the page.”

At FlameCon, Carey will show 
off some of her original art, a zine of 

queer fancomics set in the “Legend of 
Zelda” universe titled “Legend of Gay 
Zelda,” and many of her own mini-
comic stories. 

When writing and drawing her own 
books, Pietsch said that she focuses on 
creating a world that will showcase 
character relationships.

“I write a lot of fantasy, too. I’m 
a big fan of the way that kind of set-
ting can be used to present novelty or 
encourage a feeling of discovery, but 
even more than that, I’m interested in 
using it as a tool to explore interper-
sonal relationships in new settings,” 
said Pietsch. “So my new comics gen-
erally come from me spending a lot of 
time thinking about the combination 
of those ideas, and tossing out a lot of 
less-than-stellar false starts.”

FlameCon will feature two days of 

panel discussions on queer nerd topics, 
games, and more than 200 exhibitors 
showing off their work. Pietsch said 
that she is thrilled to be able to bring 
her personal stories to a convention 
filled with like-minded fans.

“Getting to exhibit at FlameCon 
means the world to me! I’m so, so 
excited to get to be a part of a conven-
tion that’s all about queer comics and 
queer creators,” she said. “It’s really 
special to me that we get to have an 
entire show that’s all about celebrat-
ing and bringing together our com-
munity.”

Carey Pietsch at FlameCon at 
Brooklyn Bridge Marriott (333 Adams 
St. at Metrotech Walk Downtown, 
www.flamecon.org) Aug. 19; noon–
7:30 pm, Aug. 20; noon–5:30 pm. 
$20–$79.

By Alexandra Simon

The show abides.
A high-flying film 

series in Bushwick 
will celebrate the cult clas-
sic “The Big Lebowski” at 
two immersive screenings 
filled with music, eye-pop-
ping visuals, and aerial per-
formances. Little Cinema’s 
“The Dude,” at the House of 
Yes on Aug. 15 and 16, will 
be the company’s final show 
of the season, and the popu-
lar stoner film is the perfect 
choice to take it home, said 
the founder of the screening 
series.

“We love this movie, and 
this summer edition is our 
last show before we take a 
small break and we wanted 
something fun and happy 
and also thought-provoking,” 
said Jay Rinksy, who lives in 
Williamsburg.

The movie is a timeless 
piece of work, and filled with 
imagery that Rinsky has long 
wanted to use in the show.

“Beyond fundamentals 
and pop culture, the film has 
a lot of really creative visual 
components,” said Rinsky. 
“ ‘The Big Lebowski’ is a 
political film with a lot of 
fun in it and it’s one of my 
personal favorite films, and 
something we wanted to do 
for a long time.

Over the last few years, 
the Little Cinema series has 
created immersive shows for 
33 different movies, includ-
ing cult classics “The Fifth 
Element,” “Donnie Darko,” 
and “Labyrinth.” Each show 
immerses the audience in the 
world of the film, with actors 
dressed as the characters 
interacting with the audience, 
re-mixed visuals and music, 

and dance numbers inspired 
by the action on screen. 

For “The Big Lebowski,” 
the entertainment will 
involve 20 performers, with 
dancers dressed as nihilist 
Germans, flamenco music, 
and drink specials on White 
Russian cocktails. There will 
also be a drinking game for 
guests who can spot a fly-
ing rug, which really ties the 
room together, said Rinsky.

“It’s a fusion of a live 
music, live circus dance, 
and immersive effects and a 
whole lot of crazy while film 
plays,” he said.

It may seem over-the-
top, but that’s just, like, your 
opinion, man. 

“Through live music and 
video, we are going to recut 
our own visuals, and cos-
tumed and aerial dancers 
will be flying above people’s 
heads while other things 
happen around them,” said 
Rinsky. “Expect one surprise 
after another, and expect 
beautiful and psychedelic 
and skillfully impressive 
aerial dancers, and the Dude 
flying above your head in a 
dream sequence.”

The performers often 
interact with the audience, 
but socially anxious viewers 
who, like Donny, find them-
selves out of their element 
can choose to sit in a “safe 
space zone,” where they can 
watch the show without get-
ting involved, said Rinsky.

“Little Cinema: The 
Dude” at House of Yes [2 
Wyckoff Avenue between 
Jefferson and Troutman 
streets in Bushwick, (347) 
469-9882, www.houseofyes.
org]. Aug 15–16 at 7 pm. 
$30–$45.

Bay Ridge puts it in park

DRAWING FIRE

Bone up on film: Little Cinema creates immersive screenings of cult 
films, such as this scene from their show for “Donnie Darko.”

The ‘Big’ show
Immersive Little Cinema 
group takes on the Dude

Artist brings fantasy comics to FlameCon

Party of three: Brooklyn artist Carey Pietsch has adapted the Dungeons & Dragons podcast 
“The Adventure Zone” into a graphic novel, coming out in 2018. Check out some of the art 
from the book at FlameCon, on Aug. 15–16 Downtown. theadventurezonecomic.com
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se Party of three: Brooklyn artist Carey Piets
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Cenac, this weekly show 
features comedy from the 
best local and interna-
tional stand up comedians. 
$8 ($5 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

TALK, SECRET SCIENCE 
CLUB: Buckle your rocket 
ship’s seat belt for an eve-
ning of mind-bending lec-
tures, volatile experiments, 
chemical libations, and 
star-gazing sounds. Free. 
8 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL: 
The Monday night comedy 
show welcomes Jacob 
Williams, Zach Sims, Fumi 
Abe, and Alvin Irby. Free. 
8 pm. Friends and Lovers 
(641 Classon Ave. between 
Dean and Pacifi c streets in 
Crown Heights).  

TUES, AUG. 15
TALK, HONEY WORKSHOP 

AND TASTING: Enjoy 
a fun wildfl ower honey 
evening awakening your 
palate comparing honeys 
from Brooklyn Grange and 
from western Massachu-
setts. With cocktails, too. 
$35. 7 pm. The Farm on 
Adderley [1108 Cortelyou 
Rd. between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (718) 287–3101], 
thefarmonadderley.com. 

TALK, DEATH AND 
DHARMA: The Brooklyn 
Zen Center and Green-
Wood Cemetery host dis-
cussion so death, dying, 
and the hereafter. $5–$20. 
7 pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.brooklynzen.org. 

WED, AUG. 16
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES V. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: $10. 7 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

BROOKLYN SMUTTY BOOK 
CLUB: The second session 
of the Brooklyn Smutty 
Book Club will discuss 
“The Average American 
Male,” by Chad Kultgen. 
With $5 cock-tale specials. 
Free. 7 pm. Paddy’s of Park 
Slope [273 13th St. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
369–0831], www.meetup.
com/Smutty-Book-Club. 

TALK, GENERATION 
WOMEN: A cross-gener-
ational storytelling night 
for women with the theme 
“Nevertheless, I Per-
sisted.” $25. 7 pm. Wythe 
Hotel [80 Wythe Ave. at 
N. 11th Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 460–8000], 
www.wythehotel.com. 

READING, EMILY CULLITON: 

Continued from page 29 The Brooklyn author reads 
from her debut novel, 
“The Misfortune of Marion 
Palm,” about a woman who 
embezzles from her chil-
dren’s private school and 
makes a run for it. Free. 
7:30 pm. Books Are Magic 
(225 Smith St. at Butler 
Street in Cobble Hill). 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: David 
Drake hosts this weekly 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase. With Megan 
Gailey, Aaron Weaver, 
Saurin Choksi, and more. 
$5. 9 pm. The Gutter [200 
N. 14th St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585], www.thegut-
terbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, AUG. 17
FILM, “MAD MAX — FURY 

ROAD”: Enjoy a screen-
ing of the movie, set to the 
backdrop of the New York 
City skyline! Music and 
food vendors open at 6 
pm, and the movie begins 
at sundown. Free. 6 pm. 
Harbor View Lawn, Pier 
1 (Furman Street at Old 
Fulton Street in Dumbo), 
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Starting at 
$12. 7 pm. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

MUSIC, “ECHO ET NAR-
CISSE”: Brooklyn Opera 
Works presents the rarely 
heard Baroque opera 
based on the myth of Echo 
and Narcissus. $10–$25. 
7:30 pm. Brooklyn Music 
School Playhouse [126 
Saint Felix St. between 
DeKalb Avenue and Fulton 
Street in Fort Greene, (646) 
765–4773], www.brooklyn-
musicschool.org. 

OUTDOORS, JOURNEY TO 
THE STARS: The Amateur 
Astronomers Association 
of New York sets up high-
powered telescopes for 
stargazing sessions that 
are free and open to the 
public, weather permit-
ting. Free. 8:30–10:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 
One [Old Fulton Street at 
Furman Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

MUSIC, NINA DIAZ: $12 ($10 
in advance). 9 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

FRI, AUG. 18
FACE OF FIFTH AVENUE 

WEEKEND WALK: Enjoy 
live music, diverse din-
ing, original artwork, and 
children’s entertainment 
along Fifth Avenue, which 
will close to vehicle traffi c 
for the night. Free. 5–10 
pm. (Fifth Avenue between 
73rd and 84th streets in 

Bay Ridge), www.bayridge-
bid.com. 

ART, MOFAD AT NIGHT: An 
open house at the Museum 
of Food and Drink Lab, 
where you can snack, chat, 
and check out the “Chow: 
Making the Chinese Ameri-
can Restaurant” exhibit. 
$20. 6 pm. Museum of 
Food and Drink [62 Bayard 
St. between Lorimer and 
Leonard streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–2845], 
www.mofad.org. 

THEATER, “CHECKS AND 
BALANCES, OR BOT-
TOMS UP!”: A young New 
York schoolgirl is galva-
nized into a community 
activist and together with 
key allies, learns to fi ght 
back against forces of tyr-
anny, prejudice, and hatred 
through satire, song and 
slapstick. Free. 6:30 pm. 
(Coney Island Boardwalk 
at W. 10th St. in Coney 
Island), www.theaterforth-
enewcity.net. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Starting at 
$12. 6:40 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

MUSIC, JAZZY JAZZ FESTI-
VAL 2017: 7pm–10pm. See 
Friday, Aug. 11. 

THEATER, “THE LITTLE 
MERMAID”: The Nar-
rows Community Theater 
presents its Summer Youth 
production of Disney’s ani-
mated movie. ID Required 
to enter the base. $25 ($20 
seniors and students; $15 
children 12 and younger). 
8 pm. Ft. Hamilton Army 
Base Theater [101st Street 
and Ft. Hamilton Parkway 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 482–
3173], www.narrowscom-
munitytheater.com. 

SAT, AUG. 19
TOUR, BIKE TO THE BEACH: 

Take a bike tour through 
Prospect Park and then 
along the Ocean Parkway 
Bike path — the oldest 
in America — to Coney 
Island. $20. 10 am. Bartel-
Pritchard Square (15th 
Street at Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope), www.
bike.nyc. 

THEATER, “CHECKS AND 
BALANCES, OR BOT-
TOMS UP!”: See Aug. 
18. Free. 2 pm. Herbert 
Von King Park (Marcy and 
Lafayette avenues), www.
theaterforthenewcity.net. 

MUSIC, IN THE VALLEY 
BELOW: With Flagship. 
$15. 9 pm. Rough Trade 
NYC [64 N. Ninth St. be-
tween Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

TRAVELING IN THE CITY OF 
TOMORROW: All ages will 
enjoy this workshop where 
transportation alternatives 
of the future will be ex-
plored and then use craft 
materials to design ve-
hicles for the next century. 
Free with Museum Admis-
sion. 1:30 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
694–1600], www.nytransit-
museum.org. 

“THE LITTLE MERMAID”: 8 
pm. See Friday, Aug. 18. 
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We call our office State-of-the-Art Dentistry because we keep our technology 
and techniques up-to-date to provide you the best experience possible. 
We accommodate families of all ages with strict sterilization techniques.

JOSEPH LICHTER, DDS
1420 Ave. P, 2nd Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11229 

(Between East 14th and 15th)

 Fri. 8am–2pm

718.339.7878
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bleaching

15% off 15% off

• ‘I always wanted to be 
involved in the Mets 
organization.’

• ‘I play as if I had 
zero schools 
watching me.’

South Shore standout 
ready for senior year

BY TROY MAURIELLO
There’s still more to prove.

The South Shore girls’ bas-
ketball squad has won three-
straight city championships, 
and its fi rst-ever New York 
State Federation title, but star 
guard Earlette Scott and her 
fellow Lady Vikings don’t be-
lieve the job is done.

The rising senior has made 
remarkable strides in three 
seasons, but this year, Scott 
and her teammates will be as-
signed increased roles on and 
off the court. 

But if she feels the pres-
sure, Scott isn’t showing it. In 
fact, she’s confi dent the squad 
new crop of seniors will con-
tinue to be successful in 2017-
18.

“Losing seniors affected 
the team, however it’s time 
for others to step up, grow and 
mature and fulfi ll what the se-
niors left for us,” Scott said. “I 
think I’m going to handle it, 
just by having other seniors to 
lean on.”

She made it clear, that even 
after three city titles in three 
seasons, the Lady Vikings are 
taking nothing for granted. 
Scott said she’ll be driven 
by the fact that other squads 
will seek to block the team’s 
march to another champion-
ship. “Motivation is knowing 
we can lose, that’s the motiva-
tion,” she said.

Expectations for the Lady 
Vikings to achieve a fourth 
straight title will be high, but 

Scott is convinced that if the 
team takes it one day at a time, 
good things will happen.

“The expectation is just to 
get better every day,” she said. 
“We can’t worry what other 
people think and say; we can 
only live by: ‘We just gotta 
make our game better.’

So far this summer, Scott 
has certainly lived up to that 
“get better every day” mantra. 
She recently played the fi nal 
game of her AAU career with 
the Lady Gauchos, a team from 
the Bronx, and made sure that 
her fi nal season was a memo-

St. Francis alum sparking 
cross-country program

BY TROY MAURIELLO
The dream is still coming 
true.

When St. Francis Brooklyn 
alum Chris Mills took over the 
Terriers’ cross country and 
track and fi eld program last 
year — the same program he 
had set records for two decades 
earlier — he could barely be-
lieve his good fortune. Now, as 
he heads into his second sea-
son at the helm, not much has 
changed.

“My fi rst year on the job, I 
kind of had to pinch myself,” 
Mills said. “You can’t believe 
that you’re back coaching at 
your alma mater. For me it 
was a very rewarding experi-
ence.”

Mills didn’t just compete at 
St. Francis, he excelled, win-
ning back-to-back 800-meter 
titles at the Northeast Confer-
ence championships in 1996-
97, and setting a conference 
800-meter record along the 

way. But these days, he’s just 
as proud of the work he’s cur-
rently doing. 

“I wouldn’t trade this for 
anything, this was my dream 
job to come back to St. Fran-
cis,” he said. “Division I jobs 
don’t come around often, and 
how many people can say 
that you’re back home at your 
school?”

Mills had previous coach-
ing stints at Holy Family Uni-
versity and ASA College, but 
when he returned to his alma 
mater he took over a cross 
country program expected by 
many to fi nish near the bottom 
of the Northeast Conference 
standings. But the Terriers 
surged to a sixth place fi nish in 
the conference by season’s end, 
and were mere points away 
from the top fi ve. Senior Luis 
Porto was the main standout 
under Mills’ tutelage, fi nish-
ing fi fth overall in the North-

— Brooklyn Cyclones manager Edgardo Alfonzo 
on his first season at the helm. 

— South Shore senior guard Earlette 
Scott on tournament play. 

Continued on page 34 Continued on page 34

SUMMERTIME SPARK: Lady Vikings guard Earlette Scott has drawn Divi-
sion I interest this summer, boosting her confi dence as she gets ready 
for one last high-school season.  Community News Group / Laura Amato

HAPPY AT HOME: Former St. Francis cross country star Chris Mills, 
left, with returning senior J’Renda Rivera, center, and assistant coach 
Richard Squire is living his dream entering his second season as head 
coach.  St. Francis Athletics
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east Conference championships 
and being named First-Team 
All-Northeast Conference.

Mills said the pressure that 
came with returning to a place 
where he’d had so much per-
sonal success didn’t faze him, 
and admitted that he put an 
equal amount of pressure on 
his student-athletes throughout 
his fi rst year back.

“My coaches have always 
held me to a higher standard, 
and that’s the one thing I imple-
mented in my fi rst year,” Mills 
said. “So I put the pressure on 
them to perform, because there 
is something to be said when 
a school is paying for you aca-
demically and athletically. So 
the pressure is shared by all of 
us equally.”

As a new season begins, 
Mills faces another challenge: 
trying to replace some of his 
top seniors from last season — 
including Porto.

Mills believes he and his 
coaching staff have done that by 
recruiting some of the top track 
and fi eld talent in the New York 
City-area. On this year’s men’s 
cross country team, all but one 
runner hails from one of the 
fi ve boroughs, while eight of 13 
runners on the women’s side 
are city kids.

This roster makeup has 
its advantages, according to 
Mills, as it provides runners 
the opportunity to now com-
pete alongside some of their top 
competition throughout high 
school.

“They ran against each 
other, whether it’s [public 
school] kid versus a [public 
school] kid, or Catholic high 

school versus Catholic high 
school kid,” he said. “I spoke 
to them when I was recruiting 
them and I said, ‘you guys have 
been competing against each 
other and beating each other 
up for four years. Now you have 
an opportunity to compete to-
gether as one.’”

Mills said he hoped the pair-
ing of former rivals will trans-
late into victories, big and 
small, throughout the season, 
as well as achieving the squad’s 
main goal: fi nishing in the top 
fi ve in the Northeast Confer-
ence.

“Track and fi eld is all about 
small victories and big victo-
ries,” Mills said. “And if you 
have a small team like we do, 
when you have a lot of kids that 
make the fi nals or are Northeast 
Conference champion or school 
record holder, that holds weight 
just as much as a team title.”

rable one. The Lady Gauchos 
17U team fi nished in the top 
fi ve at the 2017 Adidas Upris-
ing Championships in July, 
and got a chance to participate 
in the 2017 Nike Tournament 
of Champions in Chicago.

The summer experience not 
only afforded Scott a chance 

to further gel with some of her 
South Shore teammates, but 
it also allowed her to face off 
with some of the top competi-
tion in her age group that the 
country has to offer. In turn, 
she was able to impress rep-
resentatives of some big-name 
schools that were surely in at-
tendance.

“I got a chance to get a 
great relationship with my 
teammates for this upcoming 

season,” Scott said. “Also, I got 
a chance to display my talents 
for Division I schools.” Al-
ready, she said, she’s gotten of-
fers from Providence, George-
town and Seton Hall.

For now, Scott says she’s 
just taking it all in, and hav-
ing fun on the court.

“I enjoy it. I play as if I had 
zero schools watching me,” 
she said. “It elevates my game 
a lot.”

Continued from page 33 

SCOTT

Continued from page 33 

MILLS

BY MATTHEW JOHN
Edgardo “Fonzie” Alfonzo 
is all too familiar with the 
New York atmosphere — 
and he always wanted to 
come home.

The fi rst-year Brooklyn 
Cyclones manager left quite 
the legacy during his play-
ing days with the Mets. In 
his seven years of pro ball 
in the Big Apple, Alfonzo 
earned a Silver Slugger 
Award, made an all-star ap-
pearance, was an integral 
part of what was considered 
to be one of the best Mets in-
fi elds of all-time with John 
Olerud, Rey Ordonez and 
Robin Ventura, and mad0e 
crucial contributions to the 
team’s run to the World Se-
ries in 2000. His impact on 
the team made it that much 
easier for him to get in-
volved with the organiza-
tion again years later.

“That’s where I made my 
career. I kept my house in 
New York, so it was a great 
time to come back.” Alfonzo 
said. “I never left and I al-
ways wanted to be involved 
in the Mets’ organization.”

Alfonzo was fi rst brought 
in by the Cyclones in 2014, 
as an assistant coach under 
former manager Tom Gam-
boa, from whom, he says, he 
learned a great deal.

“Gamboa was a great 
mentor for me,” Alfonzo 
said. “He showed me what 
I should do in a situation. 
That guy has been around 
baseball a lot so it was good 
to be guided by him.”

Alfonzo was not the fi rst 
member of his family to 
manage the Cyclones. His 

older brother, Edgar Al-
fonzo was at the helm in 
Brooklyn in 2001 — leading 
the team to a co-champion-
ship in its fi rst year — and 
from 2007–2008. Fonzie says 
he got some good advice 
from his sibling when he 
was promoted as manager 
this season.

“He told me about this 
league and about running,” 
Alfonzo said. “[He told me] 
it’s pretty much all about 
pitching, holding runners 
and stuff like that.”

With half the 2017 season 
now in the books, Alfonzo 
concedes that he’s learned 
that and then some; and has 
gotten an education as man-
ager in a part of the game in 
which he didn’t have much 
experience.

“The biggest thing for 
me, and what I’m trying to 
learn as much as I can, is 
pitching-wise and how to 
deal with it,” Alfonzo said. 
“When you have the draft 
so close to the season, you 
have to know how you’re 
going to use your pitching, 
especially with the draft 
guys. They throw a lot of in-
nings in college, but with 
the count here, you have to 
cut it up and work nice and 
slow with them.”

Most importantly, Al-
fonzo knows he plays a vital 
role in his players’ futures. 
For most of the players on 
the roster, playing for the 
Cyclones is their fi rst real 
taste of professional base-
ball, so he knows that his 
infl uence can make a big 
impact on the Mets of to-
morrow.

Fonzie making most 
of fi rst season as 

Clones skipper

BY LAUREN GILL
Call them dancing tweens! 

Hundreds of youngsters 
auditioned for the Brooklyn 
Nets kids dance team on Aug. 
5 at Long Island University’s 
Paramount Theater, bust-
ing their best moves for the 
chance to shake it on the Bar-
clays Center court, according 
to the mom of a pint-sized per-
former.

“She would love nothing 
more than to represent and 
be on that stage perform-
ing for that crowd,” said Sa-
brina Lewis, whose 9-year-old 
daughter Madison Lucas tried 
out. “It’s a great opportunity 
for the kids.”

Approximately 400 boys 
and girls aged 6–13 competed 
and just 16 made the team, 
which performs during in-
termissions at the basketball 
team’s home games, according 
to a Nets spokeswoman.

Hopefuls had just 20 min-
utes to learn the different 

routines they were asked to 
perform in each round of the 
audition.

Lewis’ daughter advanced 
to the third stage before get-
ting cut, an improvement on 
last year when she didn’t make 
it past the fi rst.

And although she won’t be 
hitting the court this season, 

she walked away with a new 
buddy and some winning tips 
for next year, her mom said.

“Even though she got cut, 
she now has a new lifetime 
friend,” Lewis said. “She 
learned a lot about what they 
need from Nets kids, like a 
smiling face and good atti-
tude.”

Local tots compete to perform for Brooklyn Nets

LEARNING CURVE: First-year Cyclones manager Edgardo Alfonzo 
has faced his fair share of ups and downs this season, but the for-
mer Met is taking it all in stride.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Kids cut a rug!

MOVING AND GROOVING: Youngsters auditioned for one of 16 coveted 
spots on the Brooklyn Nets’ kids dance team on Saturday. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Cyclones 6
Tri-City 3
Aug. 2 at MCU Park

Cyclones starter Darwin 
Ramos silenced Tri-City’s bats, 
allowing four hits and no runs 
while striking out seven in six 
innings pitched, but the Cy-
clones baserunners literally 
stole the show, as Jose Miguel 
“Funky Cold” Medina, Wal-
ter “Rabbi” Rasquin, Quinn 
“Chief” Brodey, and Edgardo 
“Felix” Fermin combined for 
eight stolen bases as the Cy-
clones beat the ValleyCats.

Our boys took the lead 
quickly. Rasquin led off the 
fi rst inning with a single. After 
Rasquin stole both second and 
third, Medina singled to score 
Rasquin. Medina then stole 
second before Brodey singled 
to score Medina to make it 2–0.

The Clones boosted their 
lead to 4–0 in the following in-
ning,  but reliever Chris Viall 
blew the shutout in the eighth. 
After walking J.J. Matijevic 
and Jake Adams, catcher Car-
los Sanchez caught Matijevic 
stealing at third while Adams 
advanced to second. Corey 
Julks then singled to score 
Matijevic to make it 4–1.

But Brooklyn struck back  
and increased its lead to 6–1. The 
ValleyCats scratched out two 
more runs, but when Kyle Davis 

grounded out to end the game, 
the Clones were victorious.

Tri-City 3
Cyclones 1
Aug. 3 at MCU Park

Tri-City pitchers Juan Rob-
les and Kit Scheetz held the Cy-
clones hitless until the ninth, 
and even a late-game rally 
couldn’t avert another Brook-
lyn loss.

The ValleyCats broke out 
on top with runs in the fourth, 

sixth and ninth innings.
Walter “Rabbi” Rasquin 

saved Brooklyn from being no-
hit in the ninth when he tripled 
to lead off the inning. Quinn 
Brodey then got an infi eld hit to 
score Rasquin, but that was all 
the Cyclones were going to get.

Tri-City 4
Cyclones 2
Aug. 4 at MCU Park

The ValleyCats gave Cy-
clones fi rst-round pick David 

Peterson a rude welcome to 
professional baseball with two  
consecutive singles by Bryan 
De La Cruz and Jonathan 
Arauz. A wild pitch, a strike-
out and a groundout later,Tri-
City had their fi rst run.

Brooklyn manager Edgardo 
Alfonzo pulled Peterson in the 
next inning, but the ValleyCats’ 
widened their lead to 2–0.  The 
Cyclones came back to tie the 
game, but the visitors recap-
tured the lead for good with 

runs in the sixth and seventh. 
The loss left Brooklyn with a 
putrid 14–30 record this season, 
the worst in the club’s history.

Lowell 3
Cyclones 2
Aug. 5 at MCU Park

The losses keep mounting.
The Cyclones came back 

from 2–0 defi cit, but it all went 
for naught as the Spinners re-
took the lead again and Brook-
lyn lost for the third straight 
time — their eighth defeat in 
the last ten games.

The teams were tied at 2 at 
the end of the fi fth, but Lowell 
plated a run in the top of the 
sixth, after Juan Barriento 
doubled and Zach Sterry sin-
gled.

Brooklyn was unable to an-
swer, making the fi nal score  
3–2.

Lowell 4
Cyclones 2
Aug. 6 at MCU Park

Cyclones starter Luis De 
Los Santos was rocked for 
seven hits and four runs, and 
Brooklyn went down to its 
fourth straight loss.

Brooklyn’s Boys of Summer 
are now 14–32, their worst-ever 
record and worst in both the 
McNamara Division and the 
New York-Penn League.

A good start, but a poor fi nish 

BY LAURA AMATO
He didn’t have a plan, he just wanted 
to throw strikes.

David Peterson, the Mets fi rst-
round selection in this year’s Major 
League Baseball draft, made his pro 
debut with the Cyclones on Aug. 4 
and while it wasn’t a picture-perfect 
outing — Brooklyn lost, 4-2 to the Tri-
City ValleyCats — the lefty was still 
happy with his effort.

“It was good to get out there, good 
to fi nally pitch in a game. I wish we 
would have gotten the win, but wins 
and losses come,” Peterson said. 
“It wasn’t our night. But my arm 
felt good and I felt like my stuff was 
pretty good tonight.”

Peterson threw just one inning — 
only 17 pitches — and while he gave up 
two hits and one earned run, he also 
notched a strikeout and double-digit 
strikes. It was enough for the former 

Oregon star to feel just a bit confi dent 
as he walked off the mound.

“I took it as a regular start be-
cause usually you don’t know how 
innings you’re going to go unless you 
have a pitch count or something,” he 
said. “So I tried to make it as normal 
as possible. I tried to start the game 
off on the right foot.”

Peterson admitted to having some 
pre-game nerves; after nearly 10 
weeks away from the game — while 
he worked with the Mets pitching 
staff to used to the organization — 
he was anxious to suit up and get the 
ball in his hand. 

“I defi nitely had to be patient,” he 
said. “I had to get my work in. I knew 
it was part of the territory of the Mets 
starting slow and kind of working me 
in there and I think we had a good 
timeline going. I was ready to throw 
today.”

If there was one major theme 
to Peterson’s fi rst start, it was how 
quickly he threw it. 

“I usually work at a quick tempo,” 
he said. “I don’t really like to waste 
any time. I try and make the hitter 
as uncomfortable as possible. That’s 
kind of how I work, just fast.”

Peterson is slated to get at least 
one more start for the Cyclones be-
fore season’s end — although he may 
not throw more than two innings. It 
isn’t a ton of time on the mound, but 
enough to allow him to showcase just 
a bit more of his game.

“He wants to prove a lot, but to see 
him on the mound, I think it’s great. 
The way he’s working right now is 
great,” said Cyclones manager Ed-
gardo Alfonzo. “I think it’s good for 
him that he can get that out of the 
way, but I’m looking forward to the 
next start to see what happens.”

Mets fi rst-rounder makes pro debut with Clones

New Cyclones pitcher and Mets fi rst-round draft 
pick David Peterson. Brooklyn Cyclones

NOT ENOUGH: Quinn Brodey reached fi rst on a force out in the eighth — but the Clones fell 3–2 to Lowell. 
 Photo by Jon Farina











COURIER LIFE, AUG. 11–17, 201740    DT

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed 
Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much More! 
MSRP $44,220. VIN#2LHBL32613. 
$5,399 Due at Inception Inc. 1st Month 
Payment, $4,422 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those 
who qualify, $1,500 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, 
Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 8/31/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKX SELECT

$332 PER MO.
24 MOS
LEASE

†

4 Door, 6 Speed Automatic, 3.5L GTDI V6 
Engine, 19” Wheels, Keyless, Rearview 
Camera, ABS Brakes, P/S, A/C and More! 
MSRP $49,950. VIN#2LHBL01228. Tax, 
Tags & DMV Fees addt’l. Expires 8/31/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKT 3.5L AWD

*$45,495

LINCOLN

LINCOLN
 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
    †/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax,    title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable upon 
consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/
purchase option: $6,696/$26,830 (Lincoln MKZ),    $7,968/$28,882 (Lincoln MKX),    $10,044/$26,702 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 
25¢ per mile over 10,   500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for 
typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391,    DMV#6240988.

DON'T MISS THESE SUMMER SAVINGS!

THE NEW 2017 LINCOLN
CONTINENTAL
15 in stock...
Leasing
For Much
Much Less!

$279 per month 24 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much 
More! MSRP $41,795 VIN#3LHR658938, $4,919 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month 
Payment, $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those 
who qualify $2500 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 8/31/17. 

$279 per month 36 month lease. 200A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Select Plus 
Package, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $40,060, VIN#5LHUL54874, $4,919 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. For those who qualify $1250 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 8/31/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKZ RESERVE
BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKC SELECT

†$279
LEASE PER MONTH

24 MOS.        36  MOS.

YOUR CHOICE

Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

We Accept 
All Makes 
& Models

For Service
EXCEPT 
LEASING 

COMPANY 
VEHICLES

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200
�

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
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Auto NetAuto Net

2017 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Grey, 17K Mi, 
Stk#2165F

 $27,495BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2016 LINCOLN MKT

Auto, P/Moonroof, Navigation, 
Black, 9K Mi, Stk#2291F

 $32,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2014 LINCOLN MKX AWD

Auto, Nav, S/Roof,
42K Mi, Stk#2225F

 $26,768BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BUY
FOR

2017 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR
SELECT 4X4

Auto, S/Roof, Nav, Black, 
13K Mi, Stk#2100F

 $56,935*

CERTIFIED


