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BY DANIELLE KOGAN
An outdoor staircase in 
Bay Ridge that gained vi-
ral-video fame on social me-
dia when last week’s rains 
turned it into a waterfall is 
really just the ugly stepsis-
ter of a similar staircase a 
couple of streets over, ac-
cording to residents.

Beyond the poor drain-
age, the crumbling stair-
case abutting a dead end at 
76th Street near Colonial 
Road is covered with rust 
and graffi ti, and overgrown 
with plants, making an 
awkward contrast with the 
well-kempt stairway on 74th 
Street, both of which are the 

responsibility of the Depart-
ment of Transportation.  

“The Department of 
Transportation seems to 
have no interest in compro-
mising or doing any work 
on the area. The work they 
do is shoddy,” said resident 
Bert Halliday, “and this is 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Call them burned bookworms.

Visitors to the Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library’s Flatbush branch 
were heated after a broken air 
conditioning system forced the 
book lender to cut its hours for 
the rest of the season on July 24, 
fl aring up those who use the facil-
ity as a cool escape from the sum-
mer sun.

“I thought, ‘What am I doing 
here? Why did I come?’ ” said pa-
tron Jesenia Sealy. “I thought it 
was supposed to be somewhere 
cool and it’s the opposite!”

Library offi cials are work-
ing with the city’s Department 
of Design and Construction on a 
$1.5-million project to replace the 
location’s heating and cooling 
systems, but there is no set date 
for repairs to begin, a spokes-
woman said.

The shortened schedule is in-
tended to protect visitors and 
staff from extreme heat, accord-
ing to the book lender’s rep, and 
massive fans were installed in 
lieu of air conditioners to help 
curb the branch’s temperature.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’ve got all hands on 
deck! 

An armada of local 
pols stood with Coney Is-
land and Canarsie resi-
dents on the steps of City 
Hall on Aug. 8 to demand 
that Mayor DeBlasio act 
quickly to bring the city-

wide ferry service to their 
seaside neighborhoods. 
The recently launched wa-
ter-borne transit option 
celebrated its 1-millionth 
rider last month, but sev-
eral outer-borough, tran-
sit-starved neighborhoods 
have been left behind in 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 6Continued on page 14

Floating bar 
makes debut

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s aboat time!

A f loating restaurant aboard 
a historic schooner lowered 
its gangplank to visitors on 
Thursday night, just off Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6. The 
 much-anticipated opening of 
Pilot  gives Kings County resi-
dents a new waterfront spot to 
drop anchor and chow down. 

The f loating eatery serves 
a seafood-focused menu that 
includes oysters, lobster rolls, 
and a soft-shell crab po’ boy. It 
also boasts two bars, serving 
$15 craft cocktails, and several 
sit-down tables. 

Pilot is owned by Alex and 
Miles Pincus, the team behind 
the popular Manhattan restau-
rant-on-a-boat Grand Banks. 

The schooner was only re-
cently decked out for an up-
scale dining experience — the 
1924-built vessel enjoyed a pre-
vious life as the “Highlander 

Continued on page 6SETTING SAIL: Pilot owners Miles and Alex Pincus enjoy their new fl oating restaurant.  Photo by Jason Speakman

ALL WET: Ridgite Josephine 
Beckmann wants this trou-
blesome stairway fi xed.

THE PILOT LIFESteamed 
readers!

A tale of two stairwaysFerry good idea!
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Library cooling 
system fails 
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Monday – Friday 8am–6pm, Saturday 8am–1pm

www.salstrans.com

Financing

Available

All repairs backed by our ironclad guarantee

Family owned and operated for over 40 years

“Sal Raio forgoes profi t for honesty” – New York Times

Hit-and-run driver still at large despite 
employer’s cooperation with police

BY LAUREN GILL
The city still hasn’t identi-
fi ed the  garbage truck oper-
ator who hit and killed a cy-
clist in Greenpoint on July 
22 , even though a rep for 
the business that employs 
the driver said records can 
trace workers to its trucks 
on that night.

“Action Environmen-
tal Services continues to 
cooperate fully,” said rep 
Ken Frydman. “We have re-
cords of our employees, the 
NYPD is conducting the in-
vestigation.”

The driver was traveling 
on Franklin Street when he 

or she turned onto Noble 
Street at 12:30 am, striking 
and killing 27-year-old Nef-
taly Ramirez, who was ped-
aling home from work at 
Paulie Gee’s pizzeria.

 Police on July 25 told the 
website DNA Info the truck 
belongs to Action Carting , 
a New Jersey-based service 
that collects garbage from 
more than 16,400 private 
businesses across the city, a 
fact that was confi rmed to the 
Park Slope Courier by police 
after Frydman called other 
reports of his company’s in-
volvement “speculative.”

But Frydman wouldn’t 

explain why no arrests have 
been made even though he 
said Action has records of 
where and when its employ-
ees were driving trucks in 
the city that night.

He also bashed journal-
ists for expecting cops to 
identify the driver within 
weeks of the collision.

“I know you guys are in 
a frenzy to convict someone 
in the court of public opin-
ion,” he said.

A police spokesman did 
not answer questions on 
why it is taking so long to 
identify the driver, citing 
the ongoing investigation.

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s a blast from the past!

Workers found a cannonball outside a 
home in the Brooklyn Heights historic dis-
trict last month that’s likely a relic from 
the American Revolution, according to lo-
cal history buffs.

“There’s really no way of knowing ex-
actly where it came from or how it got 
there, but I’m sure it does date back to the 
Revolutionary War,” said borough histo-
rian Ron Schweiger.

Someone found the softball-sized cast-
iron orb while digging a trench in the 
backyard of the house on Middagh Street 
at least two years ago during its 
initial demolition, and workers 
discovered it sitting on a ta-
ble at the job site when they 
started new construction 
late last month, accord-
ing to the project man-
ager, who did not want 
his name used because 
his client hadn’t autho-
rized him to speak.

And while historians 
said they couldn’t pinpoint 
the ammunition’s exact ori-
gins, they offered a few educated 
guesses based on a major battle that oc-
curred nearby.

There was no combat in the Heights 
during the war, but the nabe was home to 
the Americans’ main defense during the 
Battle of Brooklyn, the fi rst major fi ght 
after the United States declared indepen-
dence in 1776.

The bulky dark gray shell could have 
belonged to either army — it’s hard to say 
because the Americans used many of the 
same weapons as the British — and may 
have landed there after it was shot from 

afar or accidentally discarded by passing 
troops, Schweiger said.

“It could’ve just been a leftover piece 
that may not have been fi red,” he said. 
“There’s no way of knowing if it’s some-
thing that was fi red and missed its target 
or dropped there accidentally during re-
treat or advancement.”

The ball — which has a hole on top 
that may have been packed with gunpow-
der so the weapon would explode — looks 
like ammo used during the Revolutionary 
War, according to another expert, who said 
it probably would have been fi red from a 
small cannon.

Its discovery is particularly 
noteworthy because not many 

cannonballs have been found 
in the Heights, where many 

plots have not been dug 
up due to their homes’ 
historic signifi cance, 
she said.

“It’s not super com-
mon because the houses 
in Brooklyn Heights 

and brownstone areas 
are older, and they haven’t 

been deeply excavated the 
way the high-rises have,” said 

Julie Golia of the Brooklyn Historical 
Society.

The houses on Middagh Street are the 
oldest in the Heights, Schweiger said, and 
the residence where the cannonball was 
unearthed is believed to have been built be-
tween the 1820s and ’30s, the project man-
ager said.

Artifacts discovered on private land 
are allowed to be kept by property owners, 
but anyone who fi nds an explosive device 
is urged to call 911, a Department of Build-
ings rep said.

A bombshell report! 
Experts: Brooklyn Heights weapon dates to Revolution
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Talk about troubled waters. 

After a brawl that broke out in the 
street after hundreds of passengers dis-
embarked from one of Sheepshead Bay’s 
party boats late at night on Aug. 6, Coun-
cilman Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) is drafting legislation to crack down 
on the notoriously noxious nautical nui-
sances. 

 Locals have been complaining for 
years  about the loud noise, excessive 
traffi c, public urination, and piles of 
trash left behind by passengers on the 
weekends,  but little has been done to 
address the quality-of-life issues  — and 
now enough is enough, said Deutsch, 
whose bill would require the so-called 
booze cruise skippers to provide parking 
for their passengers. Because parking 
is so scarce in the area, the effect would 
be a de facto cap on the number of party 
boats.

“It would require a suffi cient amount 
of parking, and they would have to come 
up with that amount of parking for the 
party boats,” said Deutsch. “In Sheep-
shead Bay, you’re already strapped with 
parking, so if someone can come up some 
parking lot and some place where they 
could put cars, things could work out.”

Police say they have no report of last 
Sunday’s 4 am fi ght, but video and photos 
show a group of about 10 men breaking 
into a fi ght and running down Emmons 
Avenue, while police cars with fl ashing 
lights and offi cers attempted to stop it. 

Several social media users left behind 
racially-charged comments on the video 
that was posted to Facebook — which 
speaks to a larger concern brought up 
repeatedly before that those fi ghting 
against the boats are only doing so be-
cause most of the passengers are black. 
But Deutsch says it has nothing to do 
with that, it’s simply an issue of keeping 
everyone safe, including all of the party-
boat goers.

“This is not about people coming in, 

this is strictly about safety issues and 
quality of life issues,” he said.

Deutsch isn’t the fi rst Sheepshead Bay 
pol to attempt legal action for a calmer 
bayside —  Assemblyman Steve Cym-
browitz fl oated legislation in Albany 
back in June  to completely ban the booze 
cruises from the Parks Department-
owned piers, but the bill is dead until the 
Assembly reconvenes next year. 

Deutsch said he supports Cymbrow-
itz’s bill, but doubts he could propose a 
similar measure in the city to completely 
nix the boats. Instead, requiring park-
ing would hopefully reduce the problems 
plaguing the neighborhood and ensure 
everyone’s safety, he said. 

“I don’t know if I can make a bill to 
ban them completely. People are entitled 
to have a good time, but having some-
thing in this magnitude is unaccept-
able,” said Deutsch. “And something this 
large, I will not tolerate it. I will do every-
thing I can to make sure people are safe 
and people’s quality of life doesn’t get af-
fected.”

Deutsch also held a meeting with sev-
eral city agencies on Aug. 8 — including 
the Parks Department, Fire Department, 
and Police Department — along with 
community residents, local business 
owners, and boat captains to discuss the 
issue. He suggested that the Parks De-
partment look into the legality of cutting 
back on the number of permits it gives 
out, both this season and the next, if peo-
ple’s safety is at risk — similar to a nui-
sance abatement, he said. 

“Everyone at the meeting agreed that 
it needs to be reduced. We need to have 
less people at the bay at the same given 
time. No one should be at risk,” Deutsch 
said. “If it’s a safety risk, I asked them to 
legally look into reducing the amount of 
permits.”

The Parks Department did not imme-
diately respond to a request for comment, 
but Deutsch said department offi cials 
agreed to look into it. 

BIG CROWD: Some party boat passengers broke out into a fi ght late at night on Aug. 6.  
 Photo by Mark Mellone

TRASH TICKET
BY JULIANNE MCSHANE 

Neighbors are outraged 
that the city tried to fi ne a 
Bay Ridge woman $100 for 
letting other residents’ gar-
bage bags pile up in front 
of her 94th Street home — 
after it ordered residents 
of a nearby private street 
to leave them there for 
pick-up.

Earlier this year, the De-
partment of Sanitation or-
dered residents of four pri-
vate streets to start hauling 
their trash to the nearest 
public street corner to be 
collected, and the irony that 
the agency is now penaliz-
ing their neighbor for the 
pileup shows how fl awed 
that new policy is, one resi-
dent said.

“Because of the change 
of policy, [the agency has] 
created a sanitary condition 
and is now going to penalize 
people for a condition cre-
ated by its policy change,” 
said Bill Larney, who lives 
on Barwell Terrace, one 
of streets affected by the 
change. 

The department has 
since withdrawn the July 
26 summons, and claimed 
the ticket was a mistake. In 
fact, according to an agency 
spokeswoman, department 
staff was warned not to cite 
certain violations in the 
area, to avoid just such iro-
nies.

“The Department of San-
itation instructed its en-
forcement personnel not to 
issue summonses for cer-
tain infractions at these lo-
cations,” said Kathy Dawk-
ins. “Unfortunately, a 
summons for storing plas-
tic trash bags placed out on 
a public sidewalk on a non-
collection day was issued to 
that address in error.”

The city told residents 
of Barwell Terrace, Wogan 
Terrace, Hamilton Walk, 
and Lafayette Walk back in 
March that they would have 
to start bringing their trash 
out to the curb of a public 
street for collection, end-
ing the nearly 80-year prac-
tice of sanitation workers 
walking down the private 

walkways to pick up trash 
from the homes, according 
to Community Board 10 dis-
trict manager Josephine 
Beckmann.

“These four locations are 
unique in that they’re off a 
main public street, and the 
manual collection was de-
signed for that reason,” she 
said.

On June 5, the Depart-
ment of Sanitation’s direc-
tor of community affairs, 
Harry Ehrhardt, sent a let-
ter to CB10 explaining that 
sanitation workers would no 
longer collect trash from the 
private streets due to safety 
concerns.

And on June 26,  residents 
of the four private streets 
responded by fi ling suit 
against the city and Depart-
ment of Sanitation seeking 
restoration of service .

A resident who also lives 
on 94th Street between Ham-
ilton and Lafayette walks 
said he does not want to pay 
a price for the new policy 
because he lives in front of 
a newly designated trash 
drop-off area. 

“I’m completely against 
the policy because I don’t 
want everybody else’s gar-
bage piled out on my side-
walk, and I know I would be 
liable for it,” said Joe Soko-
loski, who has lived in his 
home for 18 years and is a 
petitioner in the lawsuit 
the residents fi led. He said 
the 32 homes that are on 
and between Hamilton and 
Lafayette walks can create 
a “mountain of garbage” on 
the curbs on trash-collec-
tion day. 

Larney and Beckmann 
said that the new policy is 
also a violation of the city’s 
Health and Administrative 
Code, which states that “a 
person may not … place his/
her refuse in front of a prem-
ises other than the building 
in which he/she resides or 
works,” according to the De-
partment of Sanitation rule 
book.

The petitioners’ court 
date is set for Aug. 18 in 
Kings County Supreme 
Court, according to Stephen 
Harrison, the attorney rep-
resenting the residents. 

Left in the dock
Politician takes aim at party boats

City issues a summons for a pile of 
garbage that it told neighbors to dump

RELOCATED REFUSE: Because of a change in the city’s trash-
pickup policy, residents of four private streets have to drag their 
household garbage — and even bulk items — out to the public streets 
and dump them in front of their neighbors’ houses. One woman on 
94th Street has already gotten a ticket for other people’s trash. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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Reservations Suggested
718-989-8952

7717 3rd GreenhouseCafe.com

Entrées
Roast Rack Of Pork With Apple Brandy Glaze

Burger Deluxe Bacon, Choice of Cheese, Onion Rings Fresh Cut Fries

Boneless Chicken Breast Parmigiana or Francaise

French Cut Chicken Breast, Fresh Herbs & Lemon, Over Broccoli Rabe

Shrimp Scampi Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic, Butter  
Salmon Filet Cold Water Farm Raised, Broiled or Grilled 

Chicken Saltimbocca, Prosciutto Wine, Mushrooms, Fresh Mozzarella, Spinach

Penne Ala Vodka With Grilled Chicken or Shrimp 

Balsamic Glaze Chicken Kabobs, Garden Vegetable. Served Over Cous Cous

Rack Of Lamb Grilled Dijon Crusted 

Roasted Long Island Duck Orange or Strawberry Sauce 

Broiled Tilapia Oreganata Topped with Seasoned Panko

Seafood Languini, Clams, Mussels, Calamari & Shrimp, White & Red Sauce

All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables 

CELEBRATE

New York City
Restaurant Week

COMPLETE DINNER MENU

Filet Mignon 10 oz Cut - $10 Extra 
Seasoned and Grilled

Lobster Tails - $10 Extra
Twin 5oz Served With Drawn Butter 

Surf N’ Turf - $15 Extra 
10oz Filet Mignon, 5 oz Lobster Tail With Drawn Butter

Appetizers
 Zuppa De Mussels 

French Onion Soup 

Eggplant Rolletini

 Soup Du Jour 
Grand Caesar Salad 
House Salad

 Fried Calamari 
Baked Clams 
Shrimp Cocktail

COMPLIMENTARY CHOICE OF

Complete 
Dinner
$4200

Plus Tax & gratuity

Desserts
 Chocolate Mousse Pie
 Chocolate Cheesecake
 Cheesecake  Tiramisu
 Apple Strudel
 Ice Cream Sundae

Coffee or Tea

BY LAUREN GILL
Talk about a deep bench.

The court case over two 
towers planned for Pier 6 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park 
is being assigned to a new 
justice after four months 
of arguments that were 
supposed to conclude this 
month, and construction on 
the high-rises can proceed 
in the meantime, the judge 
originally presiding over 
the case ruled on Aug. 4.

Justice Lucy Billings be-
gan hearing the Brooklyn 
Heights Association’s argu-
ments against the develop-
ment at the foot of Atlantic 
Avenue in April, but was in-
structed to give up the legal 
battle after being recently 
assigned to oversee asbes-
tos litigation, she said.

The new judge, Jus-
tice Carmen Victoria St. 
George, will now decide 
whether to accept or reject 
 the civic group’s claim that 
building the towers at Pier 6 
violates the terms of a 2006 
agreement  that mandates 
park honchos only erect as 
much housing in the green 
space as is needed to main-
tain it.

But construction on the 
high-rises,  which got un-
derway last month , will 
be allowed to continue  as 
long as nothing is built 
that can’t be undone , the 
outgoing judge said in re-

sponse to the Heights Asso-
ciation’s demand for an in-
junction halting work until 
the court rules.

The civic group’s in-
junction request followed 
its attempt to get Billings 
to stop construction in an 
emergency hearing last 
month, which she denied 
because she did not fi nd the 
activity to be unlawful. But 
the judge guaranteed the 
Heights Association that 
the fi nal ruling would not 
be infl uenced by how much 
work is complete, tell-
ing lawyers for the park, 
“I can’t see anything that 
can’t be undone.”

More than 400 steel 
beams are now being 
driven into the ground as 
part of the project’s fi rst 
phase, which will be fol-
lowed by concrete pouring. 
Developers RAL Develop-
ment Services and Oliver’s 
Realty Group need to decide 
whether it is worth going 
ahead with additional con-
struction given they may 
need to pay to undo it, but a 
rep for the green space said 
the builders will move for-
ward without delay.

“Today’s outcome does 
not affect our progress and 
construction will proceed 
as planned,” said spokes-
woman Sarah Krauss.

Now that the case has 
been reassigned, its tran-

scripts and fi lings will be 
passed onto St. George, 
who will read them and de-
cide whether she can make 
a ruling or needs to call the 
litigants back into court.

The documents will in-
clude  the Heights Associa-
tions’ argument  as to why 
at least one of the towers 
should be blocked, which 
reasons that because the 
high-rise will contain be-
low-market-rate housing, 
it does not uphold the 2006 
agreement’s terms that de-
velopment parcels within 
the park must be used to 
make money.

The neighborhood 
group’s attorney said he 
was happy with the pro-
ceedings.

“We’re pleased with 
the outcome of the ruling, 
which demonstrates the 
court has taken the BHA’s 
claims very seriously,” 
said Richard Ziegler. “The 
preliminary injunction en-
sures when the case is fi -
nally decided the fact that 
construction will proceed 
in the meantime won’t af-
fect the fi nal ruling.”

 St. George was ap-
pointed to the state Su-
preme Court bench in June  
after working as an asso-
ciate for Weitz & Luxen-
berg, a fi rm known to fi ght 
for plaintiffs or “the little 
guy.”

VERDICT IS 
UP IN THE AIR
New judge put on Pier 6 case as building proceeds

GOING UP?: The fate of two towers proposed for Pier 6 in Brooklyn Bridge Park remains uncertain 
after the judge originally presiding over the case ruled on Aug. 4 that a new justice will take it over.
 ODA / RAL Development Services / Oliver’s Realty Group



A
UG. 13, 2017, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

5

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN
GUARANTEED!40 DAYS

Change Your Life!No Hormones

No Shots

No Drugs

No Surgery

No Crazy    
Diets

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System
Dr. Melinda Keller

(718) 234-6212
5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

myfatlossexpert.com

40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

BY JULIANNE CUBA
 Sheepshead Bay’s least-fa-
vorite son — “Pharma Bro” 
Martin Shkreli  — was con-
victed of fraud on Aug. 4, 
but the “Most Hated Man 
in America” still left the 
Brooklyn federal court-
house smirking, since the 
12-person jury threw out 
most of the eight charges, 
including the most damn-
ing.

“This was a witch hunt 
of epic proportions, and 
maybe they found one or 
two broomsticks, but at 
the end of the day, we’ve 
been acquitted of the most 
important charges in this 
case and I’m delighted to 
report that,” Shkreli said 
outside the Cadman Plaza 
courthouse after the ver-
dict was delivered.

The former hedge-fund 
manager gained infamy, 
and several of his nick-
names, when he jacked up 
the price of a drug for AIDS 
patients from $13.50 to $750 
per pill overnight in 2015, 
trolled a journalist and the 
popular hip-hop group Wu 
Tang Clan on social media, 
and made plenty of other 
crude comments across so-
cial media — none of which 
he was on trial for.

Prosecutors charged 
Shkreli with eight counts 
of fraud for a Ponzi-like 
scheme, and the case kicked 
off at the end of June.

 The seven-woman and 
fi ve-man jury began delib-
erating on July 31 , and af-
ter asking the judge for just 
 a few clarifi cations on the 
law on Aug. 1 , they were 

relatively quiet until reach-
ing the verdict.

The federal jury, kept 
anonymous, convicted the 
Sheepshead Bay-born-and-
bred 34-year-old on three of 
the eight fraud counts —  he 
was free to walk on $5 mil-
lion bond, and faces up to 
20 years in prison, but no 
sentencing date has been 
set yet, and he’s suspected 
to walk away with a much 
lighter sentence .

Shkreli took to his live 
You        Tube channel just 
about an hour after leaving 
court — with a cold bottle 
of IPA in hand — talking 
out his case with viewers.

He’s delighted, he told 
them, but still hopes he 
doesn’t have  to spend much 
time in the slammer.

“No jail time would 

be defi nitely ideal,” said 
Shkreli, who also said he’s 
still extremely wealthy 
but doesn’t think he wants 
to manage a hedge fund 
again.

And Shkreli isn’t buying 
his title as the “Most Hated 
Man in America” — as he 

told one of the viewers who 
asked him if he believed he 
still fi ts the name.

“I don’t think it’s me, if 
it was me I’d think I have 
a few black eyes,” said 
Shkreli, who famously 
 auctioned off a chance to 
punch him in the face  to 

raise money for the fam-
ily of a recently deceased 
friend.

The government is still 
pleased with the jury’s 
verdict. “Justice has been 
served,” said Acting United 
States Attorney Bridget 
Rohde.

Jury convicts 
Martin Shkreli

EVADES TOUGHEST CHARGES: Martin Shkreli’s still smirking even after his conviction, because he 
was acquitted of the most serious charges. Community News Group / Julianne Cuba 
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Sea,” which  guided vis-
iting ships safely into 
Boston Harbor , and later 
sailed around the world 
as a research vessel. 

After being acquired 
by the Pincus broth-
ers, it was re-purposed 
at Gowanus Bay Termi-
nal in Red Hook, where 
damaged planks from the 

hull were removed and 
replaced to accommodate 
the bar, kitchens, and 
freezers. 

It will remain docked 
on the north side of Pier 
6 until October.

Pilot at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Pier 6 (At-
lantic Avenue and Fur-
man Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, www.pilotbrook-
lyn.com). Mon–Fri, 3 pm–
midnight; Sat, Sun, 11 
am–midnight. 

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its 
advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes 
of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
The show abides.

A high-fl ying fi lm se-
ries in Bushwick will cele-
brate the cult classic “The 
Big Lebowski” at two im-
mersive screenings fi lled 
with music, eye-popping 
visuals, and aerial perfor-
mances. Little Cinema’s 
“The Dude,” at the House 
of Yes on Aug. 15 and 16, 
will be the company’s fi -
nal show of the season, and 
the popular stoner fi lm is 
the perfect choice to take 
it home, said the founder of 
the screening series.

“We love this movie, and 
this summer edition is our 
last show before we take a 
small break. We wanted 
something fun and happy 
and also thought-provok-
ing,” said Jay Rinksy, who 
lives in Williamsburg.

The movie is a timeless 
piece of work, and fi lled 
with imagery that Rinsky 
has long wanted to use in 
the show.

“Beyond fundamentals 
and pop culture, the fi lm 
has a lot of really creative 
visual components,” said 
Rinsky. “ ‘The Big Leb-
owski’ is a political fi lm 

with a lot of fun in it. It’s 
one of my personal favor-
ite fi lms, and something 
we wanted to do for a long 
time.

Over the last 18 months, 
the Little Cinema series 
has created immersive 
shows for 33 different mov-
ies, including cult clas-
sics “The Fifth Element,” 
“Donnie Darko,” and “Lab-
yrinth.” Each show im-
merses the audience in the 
world of the fi lm, with ac-
tors dressed as the charac-
ters interacting with the 
audience, re-mixed visuals 

and music, and dance num-
bers inspired by the action 
on screen. 

For “The Big Leb-
owski,” the entertainment 
will involve 20 performers, 
with dancers dressed as ni-
hilist Germans, fl amenco 
music, and drink specials 
on White Russian cock-
tails. There will also be a 
drinking game for guests 
who can spot a fl ying rug, 
which really ties the room 
together, said Rinsky.

“It’s a fusion of a live 
music, live circus dance, 
and immersive effects and 

a whole lot of crazy while 
fi lm plays,” he said.

It may seem over-the-
top, but that’s just, like, 
your opinion, man. 

“Through live music 
and video, we are going to 
recut our own visuals and 
costumed and aerial danc-
ers will be fl ying above 
people’s heads while other 
things happen around 
them,” said Rinsky. “Ex-
pect one surprise after an-
other, and expect beauti-
ful and psychedelic and 
skillfully impressive aerial 
dancers, and the Dude fl y-
ing above your head in a 
dream sequence.”

The performers often 
interact with the audience, 
but socially anxious view-
ers who, like Donny, fi nd 
themselves out of their el-
ement can choose to sit in 
a “safe space zone,” where 
they watch the show and 
take it easy, said Rinsky.

“Little Cinema: The 
Dude” at House of Yes [2 
Wyckoff Ave. between Jef-
ferson and Troutman 
streets in Bushwick, (347) 
469–9882, www.houseofyes.
org]. Aug 15–16 at 7 pm. 
$30–$45.

YOU REMIND ME OF THE BABE: A performer embodies David Bow-
ie’s Goblin King in “Labyrinth,” at a previous Little Cinema show. 

Immersive cinema in Bushwick takes on the Dude
THE ‘BIG’ SHOW

A SHORE THING: Diners aboard the boat can sample from the 
seafood-focused menu while enjoying killer views.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Continued from page 1 

PILOT BAR

an aggressive and callous 
disregard for the commu-
nity. It’s offensive.”

Halliday and a group 
of families dealing with 
cancer have been doing 
their best to maintain the 
stairs on their own, in 
part as a make-shift me-
morial for Halliday’s son 
Ryan — who died of leu-
kemia in 2014 — and other 
locals lost to cancer.

“Ryan used to talk 
about how he wanted to 
buy a house on that block 
because he loved the view 
from the stairs. Him and 
the dog used to take walks 
down there and watch 
the sun set. So it became 
a place we identify with 
Ryan and wanted to take 
care of on his behalf,” 
said Halliday. “But it’s not 
safe and we just want it to 
be a priority for the city to 
fi x.”

Halliday said all the 
city has done is patch a 
few problem spots — and 
often carelessly dump-
ing excess cement over 
the hand rail onto the 
embankment — and that 
work is undone every 
year when the stairs are 
kept salted all winter.

Even the sewer drain 
at the foot of the stairway 
is chronically clogged 
with trash, so even rains 

not strong enough to turn 
it into a waterfall can cre-
ate a lake at the  bottom.

Getting the 76th Street 
staircase fi xed is one of 
the top-fi ve priorities for 
Community Board 10, ac-
cording to district man-
ager Josephine Beck-
mann, but the city doesn’t 
feel the same way.

“For the fi scal 2017–
2018 year, we submitted a 
list of 31 capital priorities 
to be considered for the 
new budget,” said Beck-
mann, “this is number 
fi ve on the list. The DOT 
responded saying it’s not 
a capital priority.”

The city put the cost of 
rebuilding the staircase 
at $9 million, but Halliday 
warned that could rise to 
as much as $20 million if 
the work is put off for an-
other fi ve years.

Local pols have been 
working together to mobi-
lize funding for the job.

“Making necessary 
repairs to this staircase 
has been an issue that 
was around even before I 
took offi ce,” said Assem-
blymember Pamela Har-
ris (D–Bay Ridge), “and 
I’ve continued working 
to ensure the repairs can 
be made. I was able to 
secure $500,000 for this 
project.”

The Department of 
Transportation did not 
responded to a request for 
comment by press time.

STAIRS
Continued from page 1

PRISTINE: Locals think of the crumbling stairway on 76th Street 
as the ugly step-sister of the one on 74th Street. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
They want to let bygones be 
bygones.

The U.S. Army is refus-
ing to remove the names 
of Confederate command-
ers from streets at its Fort 
Hamilton base — because, 
well, that whole Civil War 
thing was so long ago, and 
changing now would just 
upset people.

“After over a century 
any effort to rename memo-
rializations on Fort Hamil-
ton would be controversial 
and divisive,” said Army 
spokeswoman Diane Ran-
don in a July 20 letter ad-
dressed to a Brooklyn con-
gresswoman pushing for 
the change.

Rep. Yvette Clarke (D-
Flatbush) petitioned the 
Department of the Army to 
change the names of Gen-
eral Lee Avenue and Stone-

wall Jackson Drive on the 
grounds of Fort Hamilton 
back in June, along with 
fellow members of Brook-
lyn’s congressional delega-
tion, Jerrold Nadler, Nydia 
Velázquez, and Hakeem 
Jeffries.  The base’s street 
names became controver-
sial in 2015  after a racially 
motivated mass shooting 
in a church in Charleston, 
S.C., sparked a nationwide 
movement to remove Con-
federate fl ags and other 
memorials from public 
spaces.

In the Army’s response, 
Randon said the streets 
will remain named after 
the rebel generals to honor 
their role in American mil-
itary history, and not their 
political beliefs.

“Streets on our mili-
tary installations are of-
ten named for a soldier who 

holds a place of signifi cance 
in our military history,” 
she said in the letter. “The 
great generals of the Civil 
War, Union, and Confeder-
ate are an inextricable part 
of our military history. The 
men in question were hon-
ored on Fort Hamilton as 
individuals, not as repre-
sentatives of any particu-
lar cause or ideology.”

Both Lee and Jackson 

were stationed at the base 
earlier in their careers, 
and served with distinction 
in the U.S. Army before re-
signing to take up arms for 
the Confederacy. But Rep. 
Clarke said the Army’s re-
sponse is a let down, and 
that its refusal to make 
amends ignores how that 
way of thinking affected 
minorities.

“I am disappointed 

Name changes get stonewalled!
Army won’t alter Ft. Ham streets 
honoring Confederate generals

NOT SMILING NOW: Rep. Yvette 
Clarke says the Army  must re-
name two Fort Hamilton streets 
honoring Confederate gener-
als. File photos

that the Department of 
the Army will not even 
consider renaming these 
streets honoring Confed-
erate generals who waged 
war against the United 
States,” she said in a press 
release on Aug. 7. “The de-
partment claims that the 
streets were named ‘in 
the spirit of reconcilia-
tion.’ But that reconcilia-
tion was actually complic-

ity by the North and the 
South to ignore the inter-
ests of African Americans 
and enforce white suprem-
acy, effectively denying 
the result of the Civil War 
for generations.”

Clarke dismissed the 
excuse that changing the 
street names would be con-
troversial, saying the real 
outrage is that the Army 
is honoring defenders of 
slavery on a base where so 
many African American 
soldiers serve their coun-
try.

“The department de-
scribes any possible re-
naming of these streets as 
potentially ‘controversial.’ 
Nonsense,” she said. 

“These monuments 
are deeply offensive to the 
hundreds of thousands of 
Brooklyn residents and 
members of the armed 
forces stationed at Fort 
Hamilton whose ancestors 
Robert E. Lee and Stone-
wall Jackson fought to hold 
in slavery.”
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Colin Mixson: Are you an 
actor? Activist? Horribly disfi g-
ured? Tell me, who is behind the 
mask?

Stephen Lurie: I’m a re-
searcher at a criminal justice 
organization, and am involved 
in the movement against the ar-
mory deal through the Demo-
cratic Socialists of America. I’ve 
lived in Crown Heights for two 
years, and I’m a normal looking 
guy. I think…

CM: Everyone is raving about 
your performance last night. How 

did an unknown actor with virtu-
ally no experience get this job?

SL: I have a lot of friends who 
are performers in New York and 
I thought I’d be able to fi nd a tall 
man to do it. I talked to some peo-
ple, but ultimately the meeting 
didn’t work with their schedules. 
So I was conscripted to fi ll in.

CM: How tall are you? Did you 
ever feel you weren’t fi t for the 
role, physically speaking?

SL: I’m 6-foot-1-inch, so the 
mayor has four inches on me. I 
wouldn’t say I felt too short for 

the part, partially because we 
were sitting, but if there was a po-
dium I might have needed a box 
to stand on.

CM: What did you do to pre-
pare?

SL: I watched speeches on You-
Tube and listened to comments 
the mayor has made about the 
armory. I tried to fi nd his speech 
pattern — he’s got a nasally thing 
going on, and he pauses some-
times.

CM: What did you hope to 
achieve with your answers?

SL: I wanted to make it ap-
parent that I was not the mayor, 
but that I was, to a certain ex-
tent, portraying the way he has 
approached the issue. He has 
prioritized developers and the 
wealthy in private, which con-
trasts with his public persona as 
an advocate for the progressive 
policies that people voted for and 
the fair housing policy that his 

residents need.
CM: Will you be taking your 

act on the road?
SL: I promised my friends 

that this would be the only time 
they’d see me doing a DeBlasio 
impersonation. I’d like to keep 
that promise, but who knows? If 
the moment calls for it, maybe 
the “mayor” will come back. 

 – Colin Mixson

July 19, 2015
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
 At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940

Crown Heights residents  invited Mayor DeBlasio to a town hall  at Dr. Gladstone H. 

Atwell Middle School on Aug. 2, where they hoped to question Hizzoner about his 

 controversial scheme  to fork over their nabe’s publicly owned Bedford-Union Ar-

mory to a private developer. But the mayor chose to attend a separate event on the 

distant island of Manhattan instead.   His absence did not stop the local activists 

from hosting their meeting, however, at which a neighborhood resident stood in for 

the missing pol. The unknown actor in a cheap DeBlasio mask brought the house 

down with his impression, according to an event organizer. “He was hilarious the 

way he answered questions,” said Vaughn Armour, a leader of anti-development 

group Our Armory. DeBlasio’s doppelgänger, Stephen Lurie, spoke to the Park 

Slope Courier after the event about his portrayal of the 6-foot-5-inch pol.
CHANNELING BILL: Unknown actor Stephen Lurie exploded off the stage and 
into glory on Aug. 2, when he brought the house down with his impersonation of 
Mayor DeBlasio at a public meeting on the Crown Heights Armory that the mayor 
didn’t attend. Colin Mixson / Community News Group

Meet the ‘mayor’ 
Masked man who played Hizzoner at event speaks 
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aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Hear it Thursdays
HOW DOES THE BROOKLYN PAPER SOUND? 

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and Brooklyn legend Gersh 
Kuntzman every Monday at 4:45 pm for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

BY LAUREN GILL
Call it a landmark argu-
ment.

Historic districts are 
thwarting economic di-
versity in some Brooklyn 
neighborhoods because 
their buildings’ real estate 
value has risen so high 
that it prices out all but 
the wealthy, according to a 
Brooklyn Heights resident 
and economics professor.

“There’s a cost to land-
marking that falls on 
third parties,” said Sandy 
Ikeda, who teaches at the 
State University of New 
York Purchase. “The mis-
take people make in pre-
serving historic districts 
is they forget it imposes a 
cost, usually on people they 
don’t see — people who be-
cause of higher real estate 
prices would be unable to 
live in that neighborhood.”

Ikeda published  an ar-
ticle  in March on how pre-
served areas limit new 
construction in certain 
neighborhoods, making 

them off limits to those who 
can’t afford to live in his-
toric homes — which, un-
like most older houses that 
often sell for lower prices, 
only increase in value as 
they age.

He focused on his own 
nabe of Brooklyn Heights, 
which is almost entirely a 
historic district and was 
the city’s fi rst. The inaugu-
ral designation was made 
in 1965 to protect residences 
that date to the 1820s from 
being demolished to pave 
the way for the Brooklyn–
Queens Expressway.

To protect the character 
of the tony enclave, home-
owners must get approval 
from the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission to 
alter the exterior of their 
houses — a process that 
includes appearing before 
the community board and 
commission, and is re-
quired for property owners 
in any of the city’s historic 
districts.

And the designation 

makes it almost impos-
sible to build new high-
rises that would increase 
the city’s housing stock 
and lower area real estate 
prices, making the neigh-
borhood only affordable for 
the wealthy, Ikeda argues.

“Whatever restricts the 
supply of housing while 
the demand stays the same 
tends to raise prices,” he 
said.

The protected swaths 
further stifl e economic de-
velopment because many 
mom-and-pop shops can’t 
afford to pay their hefty 
rents, and are replaced 
with banks, drug stores, 
or converted luxury apart-
ments, Ikeda said. For in-
stance, the independently 
owned  Brooklyn Heights 
Cinema closed in 2014  and 
 is being converted into con-
dos .

But the professor is not 
saying that all historic 
districts should be bull-
dozed. He praised the land-
marking process for pre-

serving storied buildings 
that might otherwise be 
knocked down, and noted 
that several factors limit 
the city’s stock of afford-
able housing, including 
strict zoning regulations 
that restrict how high de-
velopers can build.

He doesn’t think his-
toric districts should stop 
being named either, but 
suggested the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
tighten its standards, ap-
prove fewer buildings, and 
stop greenlighting large 
portions of nabes for pro-
tection.

“We’re seeing more and 
more of these neighbor-
hoods being converted into 
landmarks and that’s a se-
rious problem,” Ikeda said.

But the city already has 
slowed in designating the 
districts, said one expert.

“There are so many 
neighborhoods out there 
at the moment waiting to 
be landmarked that the 
LPC hasn’t designated, 

it’s stunning,” said Sim-
eon Bankoff, the executive 
director of Historic Dis-
tricts Council, an advocacy 
group for the protected ar-
eas. “It has slowed down 
immensely under the De-
Blasio administration.”

He agreed that other fac-
tors suppress cheap hous-
ing, including the city’s 
zoning regulations and the 
lack of laws that protect 
small businesses from be-

ing priced out. But blaming 
historic districts isn’t the 
answer, he said, as costs of 
living in the city are spik-
ing whether people reside 
in them or not.

“Prices have risen in 
Brooklyn Heights propor-
tionally to all of the other 
brownstone neighbor-
hoods,” he said. “Land costs 
continually rise, which is 
the case for almost all of 
New York City.”

Putting a price on history

BLASTING THE PAST: Brooklyn Heights resident and professor 
Sandy Ikeda says historic districts may be impeding growth in New 
York.  Photo by Jason Speakman
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, SI, NY 10305, (718) 447-5882
www.IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380, 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209, (718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219, (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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The new operating 
hours, from 8 am to 1 pm 
on weekdays and from 9 am 
to 1 pm on Saturdays, will 
remain in effect through 
Oct. 2.

A learning center at-
tached to the library at 
22 Linden Blvd. adopted a 
similar schedule as a result 
of the busted air condition-
ing, except for on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, when it is 
open from 12:45 to 8 pm.

But the fans and re-
duced hours are not enough 
to stop locals who rely on 
the branch from sweating 
bullets when they visit, ac-
cording to a regular.

“It’s defi nitely not opti-

mal,” said Ellee de Baun, 
a Prospect–Lefferts Gar-
dens resident who uses the 
library to study. ”It’s dis-
appointing, because it’s re-
ally hot.”

Readers who seek a 

more comfortable experi-
ence should visit nearby 
locations, including the 
Windsor Terrace, Crown 
Heights, and Cortelyou 
branches, the spokes-
woman said.

its wake, and it’s high time 
they get the same opportu-
nities, said Rep. Hakeem 
Jeffries (D–Coney Island). 

“These are wonderful 
communities, but commu-
nities that have been de-
prived of legitimate mass 
transportation options in 
terms of the day-to-day 
commute,” said Jeffries. 
“The people of Coney Is-
land and Canarsie work 
hard, pay taxes, play by the 
rules, and contribute to the 
vitality and well being of 
this city — they deserve a 
transportation system that 
will allow them to have 
a reasonable commute to 
and from work, to and from 
school, to and from Man-
hattan.”

 Mayor DeBlasio prom-
ised a roomful of Canarsie 
residents last September  
that a ferry to their neigh-
borhood was “on the table,” 
but since then,  he’s taken 
no steps to make it happen 
— but locals aren’t content 
to wait , they’ve started  pe-
titions demanding Hiz-
zoner seriously look into 
the idea , and they rallied 
on the steps of his offi ce 
this week. 

The need for alterna-
tive transportation options 
to subways and buses in 
the wake of the unfolding 
Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority crisis is 
now even more dire, said 
Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island). It often 
takes Coney Islanders who 

live in the west end as much 
as two to three hours to get 
into Manhattan, and the 
crucial L train will soon 
stop short of shuttling Ca-
narsie straphangers across 
the East River. 

“It is not acceptable 
for residents of our city to 
commute over two hours. 
The lack of a ferry system 
and the lack of additional 
transportation options are 
holding back neighbor-
hoods like Coney Island 
and Canarsie,” he said. 
“We’re calling upon the 
Mayor and his administra-
tion to focus on solutions 
that are in the city control. 
We have the resources — 
we have the capacity to get 
this done.”

Canarsie was omitted 
from the city’s 2013 ferry 
feasibility study, which 
did include Floyd Ben-
nett Field in Marine Park, 
Sheepshead Bay, and Co-
ney Island, though none 
was considered a viable op-
tion at the time.

The current South 
Brooklyn ferry route sails 

from Bay Ridge to Sun-
set Park, Red Hook (with 
a weekend detour to Gov-
ernors Island), Brooklyn 
Heights, and Dumbo before 
heading to Manhattan, and 
the Economic Development 
Corporation, which over-
sees the service, is con-
tinuing its rollout of other 
routes later this month and 
next summer — so advo-
cates will have to wait until 
that’s complete to see any 
action in their neighbor-
hoods, said a spokeswoman 
for City Hall. 

“There are six con-
fi rmed routes on the new 
NYC Ferry system, which 
will have all launched by 
2018,” said Olivia Lapey-
rolerie. “While those lines 
do not have stops in Coney 
Island or Canarsie, we look 
forward to engaging with 
communities to determine 
whether additional ferry 
stops and routes are viable 
once our initial expansion 
is complete.”

A handful of advocacy 
groups also joined the 
rally.

SEAS THE DAY!: Councilman Mark Treyger speaks out for ferry 
service to Canarsie Pier and Coney Island at City Hall on Aug. 8. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued from page 1 

FERRY

Continued from page 1 

LIBRARY

FIRED UP: Library users Mysterie Sylla, left, and Ray Alexander 
are among the locals who will be put out by the shortening of its 
operating hours. Photo by Jason Speakman
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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