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Hometown hero
Nets star and Coney Island native Isaiah Whitehead hangs out with fans Tyron Caviness, Torrey 
Brooks Jr., and Tyrone Caviness at his annual Giveback Day on Aug. 6. For more, see page 6. 
 Photo by Jon Farina
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KILLED
FOR A 
SPOT

Cops cuff man in fatal 
stabbing of 23-year-old 

over parking space

BY JULIANNE CUBA
A proposed development 
planned for Avenue Z just 
can’t seem to get out of park 
— because of parking.

 Repeated rejections of a 
zone-busting commercial de-
velopment  planned for a nar-
row block now occupied by 
former gas station LS Auto 
Clinic and its parking lot 
have led to a succession of 
changes to the proposal since 
it was fi rst fl oated in 2014, and 
the latest version suffered an-
other setback this week — in 
part because the developer 
insists on not eliminating all 
parking on the site, which lo-

cals say would wreak havoc 
on a neighborhood that’s al-
ready desperate for spots, 
said neighbor Katharine 
D’Ambrosi.

“We who live here know 
how diffi cult it has become 
for residents to fi nd a park-
ing spot in front of their own 
houses,” said D’Ambrosi, who 
lives across from the pro-
posed structure on E. 22nd 
Street. 

Developer Aleksandr Fin-
kelshteyn —  who doesn’t yet 
own the property between 
Jerome Avenue and E. 21st 
Street, according to city re-
cords  — plans to build the 

two-story building incorpo-
rating commercial space and 
a community center, but no 
parking —in violation of lo-
cal zoning laws — according 
to his application fi led with 
the Board of Standards and 
Appeals, which must sign off 
on a variance before the proj-
ect can more forward.

Finkelshteyn’s attorney 
Eric Palatnik, presented the 
latest plans to the city agency 
on Aug. 15, but the board 
again sent him back to the 
drawing board asking for 
additional materials. Palat-
nik has until Oct. 25 to sub-

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Police arrested a man for fa-
tally stabbing 23-year-old 
Omari Dahan in the chest and 
knifi ng his older brother in 
the arm over a parking spot on 
E. 73rd Street on Aug. 13. 

Dahan, a former Israeli 
soldier according to the Daily 
News, returned to his home 
between Avenues L and M at 
about 11:30 pm when he saw a 
car from his neighbor’s house 
was blocking his driveway, po-
lice and locals said.

Dahan started honking his 
horn and then confronted the 
41-year-old suspect, who lives 

in Canarsie, about how he was 
fed up with his neighbors and 
his guests constantly block-
ing his driveway, according to 
E. 73rd Street resident Ricky 
Zawacki.

The argument escalated 
and turned physical, and Da-
han awoke his 28-year-old 
brother from inside the house, 
police and neighbors said. 

The men continued yelling, 
with each throwing punches 
at the other, said Zawacki. 

At some point the suspect 
allegedly stabbed Dahan and 
his brother, according to au-

Zone-busting development still stalled

Continued on page 12

Continued on page 12
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BY LAUREN GILL
Talk about virtual reality!

Popular phone-based multi-
player game Clash of Clans 
came to life in Dumbo last week-
end when two statues popped 
up at Old Fulton Square near 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, shock-
ing one player who had no idea 

Brooklynites and other humans 
are so keen on the game.

“I didn’t realize the game 
was so popular they’d put 
up a statue for it,” said Bush-
wick resident Duncan Good-
win, who has been playing for 
two years. “It’s an interactive 
game, and I assume that half 

of the people you interact with 
are robots.”

The works of art included a 
tower nearly as tall as two bas-
ketball hoops equipped with 
phone-powering charging 
ports and a statue of Pekka, a 
character in the game that’s 
part knight, part samurai, 

and part robot.
The sculptures, which 

stood from Aug. 11 to 14, were 
built to commemorate the re-
tirement of another popular 
character, the Builder, whose 
departure from the game was 
announced earlier this month, 
according to a spokeswoman.
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By Colin Mixson

Talk about an all knight-er! 
A band of armor-plated, axe-

wielding athletes will assault 
each other for charity at the Ninth Street 
American Legion post on Aug. 26, where 
blood will be spilled and sparks will liter-
ally fly for the benefit of wounded combat 
veterans, according to one fighter. 

“You really can feel people smashing 
and crushing against each other, and smell 
what happens when sparks fly off a hel-
met because someone hit it with a sword,” 
said Damion DiGrazia, president of the 
New York City chapter of the Armored 
Combat League.

Considered a “combat sport,” fights 
in Armored Combat League are bru-

tal, full-contact slugfests waged between 
two or more combatants wielding blunted 
swords, axes, and other medieval bat-
tle instruments, usually with the goal of 
either landing the most blows or hurling 
their opponents to the ground.

In lieu of padding, fighters don 
70-pound suits of steel-plate armor, which, 
in addition to being historically accurate, 
are also the only things separating an 
Combat League match from good old-
fashioned murder, according to DiGrazia.

“You don’t wear a helmet in this sport, 
you’re going to die,” DiGrazia said.

But that does not mean contestants are 
spared from injury. It is not uncommon 
fighters to leave the arena short a finger 
or two, DiGrazia explained.

“You’re always coming out black 
and blue, that’s the nature of the game,” 
DiGrazia said. “But sometimes things go 
wrong, and you come out with staples in 
your head, or your fingers get cut off.”

The Saturday event will raise cash for 
wounded veterans, but it is possible that 
those in the audience could receive their 
own injuries. All it takes is the slip of a 
finger to send a morning star soaring into 
the crowd. 

“I’ve seen axes fly out of peoples’ 
hands and literally fly past a reporter’s 
head,” DiGrazia said. “I remember think-
ing, ‘Jeez, that was lucky.’ ” 

Armored Combat League will host 
the event in partnership with Victory Pro 
Wrestling, although it seems unlikely that 

the burly wrestlers will step into the ring 
with DiGrazia and his steel-clad knights. 

“They’re big guys, but we have big guys 
too, and our big guys are wearing armor 
and carrying weapons,” DiGrazia said.

The event, which is being held to 
benefit disabled servicemen and women 
through Combat Wounded Veterans of 
America, will also feature booze, face 
paintings for the kids, a magic act, and 
raffles with a chance to win sports memo-
rabilia.

Watch armored maniacs attack each 
other for charity at Rawley American 
Legion Post [193 Ninth St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
788–3499]. Aug. 26. Event runs 2–10 pm; 
Combat League 4–6:30 pm. Free.

Armored combat group raises cash for vets

The good fight
Axe men: Armored Combat League fighters Romario Prendaj, 
left, and Thomas Petrone practice in padded outfiits at the New 
York City chapter’s Manhattan gym. Fully armored members will 
do battle in Park Slope on Aug. 26. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

NEW FRIEND: This statue of Clash of Clans character Pekka popped up outside Brooklyn Bridge Park last weekend, attracting selfi e-seekers galore. 
 Photo  by Jordan Rathkopf 

Digital to physical
Beloved app game comes to life in Brooklyn park

BROOKLYN GRAPHIC (ISSN 0740-2260) Copyright © 2017 by the CNG- Community News Group is published weekly by CNG- Community News Group, One Metrotech North, 10th floor Brooklyn, NY 11201. 52 times a year. Business and 
Editorial Offices: One Metrotech North, 10th floor Brooklyn, NY 11201. Accounting and Circulation Offices: CNG- Community News Group, One Metrotech North, 10th floor Brooklyn, NY 11201. Call 718-260-2500 to subscribe. Periodicals 
postage prices is paid at Brooklyn, N.Y. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Brooklyn Graphic, One Metrotech North, 10th floor Brooklyn, NY 11201. This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of 
the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a subsidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This 
newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law.



COURIER LIFE, AUG. 18–24, 2017 3  B GM BR

BAY RIDGE 2017 COUNCIL RACE

BUTTING HEADS
MEET THE CANDIDATES FOR COUNCIL IN THE 43RD DISTRICT 

BY JULIANNE CUBA

Republican Bay Ridge Council candidate Bob Capano met with 

the editors of Community News Group on Aug. 11, for a wide-

ranging discussion about his run to replace term-limited Coun-

cilman Vincent Gentile. Capano — who has $45,035 in his war 

chest — had a lot to say about many quality-of-life issues plaguing 

his would-be district, encompassing Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights, 

Bensonhurst, and Bath Beach. But he also touched on more city-

wide and national concerns, such as the opioid epidemic and  the 

$36,000 raise the city’s lawmakers gave themselves last year,  one 

he says he would introduce a bill to roll back, vowing to donate 

that portion of his own salary to police charities if his colleagues 

won’t agree to nix it. Capano is guaranteed a spot on the ballot in 

November as the Reform Party candidate, but promised to back 

whoever wins the Republican primary in September. 

BY JULIANNE CUBA

Republican candidate Liam McCabe, who gave up his job work-

ing for Rep. Dan Donovan (R–Bay Ridge) over the winter and now 

works as a driver for Uber, also sat down with the editors on Aug. 

11 to discuss his run to replace Gentile. A self-described “compas-

sionate conservative,” McCabe started his journey to politics as a 

registered Democrat, but soon shifted to the Conservative Party 

— after becoming friends with state Conservative Party chairman 

Mike Long back when he worked in his political mentor’s Fifth 

Avenue liquor store, Long’s Wine and Liquors — before more re-

cently switching to the Grand Old Party. During the wide-ranging 

discussion, McCabe — who has $95,095 in his war chest — also had 

much to say about the quality-of-life issues plaguing the district, 

but the recovering alcoholic also touched on city-wide and nation-

al concerns, including the growing opioid epidemic.

Editors and reporters from Community News Group will sit down with all the candidates for the highly contested seat, including (in 

alphabetical order), Justin Brannan, Bob Capano, Kevin Peter Carroll, Vincenzo Chirico, Khader El-Yateem, Liam McCabe, John Qua-

glione, Lucretia Regina-Potter, and Nancy Tong. In this week’s edition, we talk with Republicans Bob Capano and Liam McCabe.

Bob Capano Liam McCabe

On his qualifi cations:

The Gristedes supermarket man-
ager and professor of political science 
at John Jay College touted his back-
ground as unique among the Republi-
can primary candidates — pointing to 
his work both as a businessman and 
for Democratic former Borough Presi-
dent Marty Markowitz and Rep. Bob 
Turner (R–Brooklyn), as opposed to 
his rivals’ careers as political staffers.

“The key difference between me 
and the others is I have that unique 

combination of public sector and pri-
vate sector experience, and in addi-
tion, a record to be proud of working 
with Brooklyn’s top Democrats and 
Republicans. All the others can say 
is, ‘I worked for this elected offi cial, or 
that elected offi cial of this one politi-
cal party for virtually my entire life.’ I 
can say so much more than that.”

On  Citi Bike in Bay Ridge 

Declaring that “people have had 

On his qualifi cations and why he’s 

running: 

McCabe said his constituent-ser-
vice work for Congress members rep-
resenting the district both inspired 
his run and gave him the necessary 
experience to serve on the Coun-
cil. Most of all, he said, he wants to 
give back to a community which sup-
ported him through adversity.

“My experience in public service, 
helping people is probably what moti-
vated me to run more than anything 

else. I really enjoy solving problems 
and helping people. I’d like to take the 
experience I have, and the passion I 
have for community service and pol-
itics, and take it to the next level on 
the Council. One of the things I say 
on the stump is that my community 
raised me up when I was down, and 
it’s my turn to give back. I grew up in 
poverty, my father was homeless, my 
father was a veteran. It was a tough 
upbringing that I had — my parents 

Continued on page 14 Continued on page 16
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SHOPPING FOR
CAR INSURANCE?
CALL ME FIRST.

20
52

64

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate 
auto customers for policies written in 2014. Actual savings will vary. 
Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL © 2015 Allstate 
Insurance Co.

Put your policy to the test.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved 
an average of $446* a year. So when 
you’re shopping for car insurance, call 
me first. You could be surprised by how 
much you’ll save.

David Cohen, CPCU, CFP®
718-859-7900
464 Kings Hwy.
Brooklyn
davidcohen@allstate.com

DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$446$AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

Geico saved $ 440*
on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $395* on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $431 * on average with Allstate

*446

Entrance on Lake Street.

BY COLIN MIXSON
They took it to the extremists.

Hundreds of Kings County activists 
occupied Grand Army Plaza on Aug. 
13 to condemn the fatal violence that 
consumed a Virginia city on Aug. 12 
when Confederate-fl ag-waving white 
supremacists clashed with anti-fascist 
protestors, leaving one person dead.

“What happened on Saturday was 
incredibly disturbing and upsetting, 
and people were looking for an out-
let,” said Liat Olenick, co-founder of 
anti-extremist group Indivisible Na-
tion BK, which organized the event. 
“One of the things a protest or rally 
offers is knowing you’re not alone in 
your outrage, and reminding us of all 
the work we have to do.”

The organization fi rst called for 
the rally, which was announced on 
Aug. 10, in response to comments 
President Trump made last week that 
antagonized an escalating confl ict 
with North Korea.

But the demonstration’s focus 
quickly turned south after fi ghting 
erupted between white nationalists, 
neo-Nazis, and Ku Klux Klan mem-
bers — who descended on Charlottes-
ville, Va., to oppose the removal of a 
statue of Confederate General Robert 
E. Lee from a city park — and coun-
ter-protestors who gathered to oppose 
the extremists. A 20-year-old man and 

 alleged Nazi sympathizer  drove his 
car into a crowd of non-violent demon-
strators, killing a 32-year-old woman 
and injuring several others before the 
confl ict subsided.

Organizers of the Brooklyn rally 
were pleased by the number of locals 
who attended despite the short no-
tice, according to Olenick, who said 
hundreds of participants gathered 
beneath the plaza’s historic Soldiers’ 
and Sailors’ Arch for the event.

“We were really happy,” she said. 
“When we called it, we were expect-
ing something pretty small, and given 
how quick we put it out there, we were 
defi nitely pleased with the turnout.”

Protesting Brooklynites carried 
signs reading “peace and sanity” and 
“reject white supremacists” while 
shouting chants that included “No 
hate, no fear, stand up, fi ght back.”

They were joined by several area 
pols, including Councilmen Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope) and Jumaane 
Williams (D–Flatbush), Assembly 
members Robert Carroll (D–Park 
Slope) and Jo Anne Simon (D– Down-
town), Public Advocate Letitia James, 
and Congresswoman Yvette Clarke 
(D–Flatbush),  whose petition to re-
move General Lee’s name from a 
street on Brooklyn’s Fort Hamilton 
military base was denied by the U.S. 
Army this month. 

STOP THE HATE: Congresswoman Yvette Clarke speaks at Grand Army Plaza, where hun-
dreds of locals gathered calling for an end to hatred in response to white nationalist dem-
onstrations in Virginia. Liat Olenick

Keeping peace
Locals rally in response to fatal 
violence in Charlottesville, Va.
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Still Jewish Family owned
and Independently operated

We are pleased to announce that PARKSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC 
has relocated it’s funeral home to 

1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY (1 block from Kings Highway)

Our Helpful and experienced staff remains the same

Our telephone number remains the same

718-338-1500

8705 5

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 8/31/17.

REPAIR 
ANY VACUUM
OR SEWING 
MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, Austin Air Purifi ers

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

+ Parts
+ Tax

We Will Beat
or Match
Any Price

on Air 
Conditioners

AMANA  GE
FRIEDRICHS
FRIGIDAIRE

& MORE 
BRANDS

ENERGY 
SAVER
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

BY JULIANNE CUBA
These kids really scored! 

 Brooklyn Nets superstar 
Isaiah Whitehead  inspired 
young ballplayers during his 
third-annual Giveback Day 
in Coney Island on Aug. 6. 
The next generation of profes-
sional players joined White-
head for a cookout and intense 

games of basketball. 
It was great for the kids to 

see their hero in action, said 
one player who made the trip 
all the way from faraway New 
Jersey.

“He gave a little word of 
advice, everyone came out 
in support, and seeing him 
play, it was cool,” said Tor-

rey Brooks.
Brooks brought along his 

son and nephews, who were 
both starstruck to see the for-
mer Abraham Lincoln High 
School basketball standout, he 
said.

“It was pretty good, the 
kids liked it,” said Brooks. 
“They both enjoyed it.”

Coney Island basketball star gives back

TOSS UP: (Left and above) Young players hit the court during basketball 
star Isaiah Whitehead’s annual Giveback Day in Coney Island on Aug. 6.  
 Photos by Jon Farina
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MARINE PARK PERIODONTICS & IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC

Specializing in Periodontics, Implant Dentistry, and Lasers

Surgical procedure: $8,000 per arch if you have adequate bone. 
Guided surgery involves less invasive surgery and minimal postoperative discomfort 
Restorative procedure: starting at $8,000
Procedure is non-invasive and the restoration is life like 

Your smile and confi dence restored!!
$350 for scan and consultation to determine if you are a candidate 

Bone augmentation may be needed prior to implant placement additional costs apply
Must have existing dentures at consultation visit for scan and planning to be accurate

ALL–ON–FOUR
Cat scan exam and guided surgical procedure 

©Nobel Biocare Services AG

www.brfcu.org
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��
16 Month CD

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice. For CDs, the rate in effect 
when you make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal 

which may reduce earnings. Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  
For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower than above. $250,000 insurance on IRA 
accounts. All other accounts insured to $250,000. Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a sponsor 

of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

1.45
APY*

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!
If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 

selling or appraisal contact our expert: 
at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$A
VE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2017.
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61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Lying louts
Three frauds made their way 

into a guy’s E. Third Street home 
on Aug. 11 by saying they were 
law enforcement offi cers, and then 
robbed him, police said.

The 34-year-old victim told po-
lice the criminals entered his house 
near Avenue U showing forged gold 
shields. One of the brutes then zip 
tied and taped his mouth shut and 
brandished a gun, while another 
sprayed him with a chemical. The 
fi ends then swiped the guy’s iP-
hone, identifi cation card, cash, and 
another iPhone, according to au-
thorities. 

The villains fl ed the house in a 
dark-colored sports utility vehicle 
with a spare tire on the back, offi -
cials said. 

Trio of thieves 
Three crooks swiped a bag full 

of stuff from a Kings Highway store 
on Aug. 8, police said.

The baddies were in the store 
near E. 17th Street at about 3:15 pm 
when they put products from the 
medicine aisle in their bag and two 
tried to fl ee while another one dis-
tracted a worker and pushed him 
out of the way before running out, 
according to authorities. 

Need nicotine
A scalawag stole packs of cig-

arettes and a television from an 
Avenue U store on Aug. 9, police 
said. 

The rogue entered the store 
near Ocean Avenue a little after 
midnight, laid down behind the 
counter, and started putting New-
port Kings and Marlboro Gold cig-
arettes — along with a 19-inch tele-
vision — into a green gift bag and 
tried to run out the store, police 
said. 

But a worker tried to stop the 
jerk and got into a brief struggle 
with the crook before he fl ed out 
the store into a red van parked out-
side, according to authorities. 

Scared out 
A good-for-nothing tried to steal 

packs of cigarettes from a store on 
Nostrand Avenue on Aug. 9, police 
said.

The lout walked into the store 
near Avenue Z and went behind 
the register at about 12:34 am and 

started putting the cigarettes in 
his bag. He  then attempted to walk 
out the store with his haul, accord-
ing to authorities. 

But an employee confronted the 
thief and the two got into a brief 
struggle, in which the miscreant 
scratched his arm, and then fl ed 
without the bag into a car parked 
outside, offi cials said. 

Wiped clean
Some malefactors swiped hun-

dreds in cash from a store on Ave-
nue U on Aug. 11, police said.

The knaves broke into the bo-
dega near E. 21st Street at about 
12:45 am through the basement 
and then broke the  automated 
teller machine and removed 
$1,600 from it, according to au-
thorities. 

The malefactors then swiped 
another $280 from the cash regis-
ter, and a digital video recorder, 
police said. The jerks poured 
bleach over several areas, causing 
$1,000 in damage, according to au-
thorities. 

Cashed out 
A trio of nogoodniks broke into 

a guy’s Avenue Y home and stole 
thousands in cash, police said.

The three louts broke in through 
the fi rst-fl oor window of the home 
near E. Sixth Street at about 3 pm 
and ran off with $5,000, according 
to authorities. 

Tool thief 
A ne’er-do-well broke into a guy’s 

Ocean Avenue apartment and stole 
his tools and electronics on Aug. 7, 
police said.

The baddie broke the door lock 
to the apartment near Avenue X 
at about 1 pm and swiped assorted 
tools, remote-control cars, a power 
drill, table saw, and black garbage 
bags, according to authorities. 

Personal belongings 
Some cur broke into a woman’s 

Brown Street home and stole her 
cash and laptop on Aug. 7, police 
said.

The woman told police the 
malefactor broke into her apart-
ment near Avenue Z at about 11 
am, causing damage to the door in 
the process, and swiped her money 
and her laptop, according to au-
thorities. 

The creep also took her photos 
out of her drawer and a necklace off 
her table and put them on her bed, 
offi cials said.  — Julianne Cuba

BY JULIANNE CUBA
A woman driving a 2015 Toy-
ota sedan sideswiped another 
car, causing hers to fl ip on its 
side on Avenue J on Aug. 6, 
police said.

The 32-year-old woman 
was heading towards Ocean 

Avenue at about 6:45 am when 
she lost control and crashed 
into the 2016 Toyota sedan 
near E. 23rd Street, causing 
her four-wheeler to roll over, 
according to authorities. 

The other driver fl ed the 
scene, offi cials said. 

Driver hits car on 
Ave. J, fl ipping hers

WRONG WAY: A driver of this Toyota hit another car, causing hers to 
fl ip on Avenue J on Aug. 6.  Photo by Mark Mellone 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Firefi ghters battled an 
inferno in a 73rd Street 
apartment building in 
the early morning of 
Aug. 15, which sent nine 
people, including fi re-
fi ghters, to the hospital, 
said a spokeswoman for 
the fi re department.

New York’s Bravest 
responded to reports of a 
blaze inside the building 
between Third Avenue 
and Ridge Boulevard at 
7 am, and 105 fi refi ght-
ers had it under control 
by just before 8 am, the 
spokeswoman said.

Emergency respond-
ers transported three ci-
vilians and six fi refi ght-
ers to a local hospital, 
all with non-life-threat-
ening injuries, she said. 

Fire marshals are 
investigating what 
sparked the fl ames, ac-
cording to the spokes-
woman. 

Firefi ghters battle large 
blaze in 73rd Street building

PUTTING IT OUT: Firefi ghters calm the blaze on 73rd Street between Third 
Avenue and Ridge Boulevard. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 
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EBT

8/16 7AM - 8/21 7PM
16 17 18 19 20 21SALE STARTS

SPECIAL!

Water
¢¢9999

SWEET DEAL!

$$299299
lb.lb.

Mixed Cut Fruit

Romaine Hearts

$$199199
ea.ea.

ORGANIC

Dill Pickles

$$129129
ea.ea.

Dried Apricots

$$199199
lb.lb.

Corn

forfor66$$199199

Broccoli

¢¢9999

Eggplants

lb.lb.

¢¢5959
Bananas

lb.lb.

¢¢4949

Romaine Lettuce

¢¢5959
FRESH!

lb.lb.

¢¢2929Watermelons

$$199199
ea.ea.

SugarWhipped Butter

$$55forfor22

Jumbo Cantaloupes

$$55forfor33
Jersey Peaches

lb.lb.

¢¢6969

BY JULIANNE CUBA
One person’s old basketball is 
another’s new pencil case. 

Youngsters and families 
fl ocked to the Coney Art Walls 
at the People’s Playground for 
the Brooklyn-based pop-up 
FAD Market on Aug. 6. About 
45 different local, independent 
designers showed off their 
unique products, including 
clothing, jewelry, and home ac-

cessories. The market was just 
as exciting for the vendors as 
it was for the visitors, said one 
woman who sold her repur-
posed basketball skins that 
she turns into pencil cases. 

“It was a very good atmo-
sphere, very good music, and 
people, nice vendors,” said 
Rita Balta, who lives overseas 
in Germany. “I enjoyed it very 
much.”

Balta creates her jewelry, 
pencil, and eyeglass cases 
from old basketball skins 
since the sport is so popular in 
her native Lithuania. And the 
material makes for a very pro-
tective case, said Balta. 

“Everybody is playing ball, 
it’s a national sport,” she said. 
“Pencil cases, or cases for 
glasses, they’re very durable, 
very stable, it lasts forever.”

Vendors bring the goods 

FREE MARKET: (Above) Youngster Mahi Shah shows off her new face-
paint at the Coney Art Walls market on Aug. 6. (Center) Rita Balta sells 
her repurposed basketball-skin pencil cases. (Left) Chistine Lynch from 
Local Color NYC displays her stuff. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto 
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be imposed. Fees could reduce earnings on this account. Transaction limitations 

apply. See an account representative for details.

$2,500 Minimum Balance

On Balances over $100,000

thorities. 
Emergency responders transported 

both brothers to Beth Israel Hospital, 
where doctors pronounced the younger 
Dahan dead. His older brother was in 
stable condition, police said. 

The whole thing should never have 
happened — especially over some-
thing so minor as a parking space, said 
Zawacki.

“I saw the kid got stabbed. It was 
absolutely ridiculous, it was hor-
rible, should never have went down 
like that,” he said. “I never witnessed 
something so horrifi c like that before, 
all over a parking spot.”

The tight-knit community is dis-
turbed by what happened, said the 
president of the Georgetown Civic As-
sociation. 

“I was deeply saddened and dis-
turbed to learn of the fatal stabbing 
on East 73rd Street. Our quiet com-
munity was shaken last night over 
a parking dispute which ended with 
a young man being killed. This vio-
lence is unacceptable and will not be 
tolerated in our community,” said 
Adam Diamond, who also lives on the 
same block.

 “The Georgetown Civic sends 

condolences to the victim’s family. 
As someone who lives on the block 
where the incident took place, I have 
to commend the NYPD for their swift 
response, which included having a 
helicopter look for the perpetrator,” 
Diamond added.

Cops cuffed the suspect at the air-
port as he was trying to fl ee the coun-
try to Haiti on Aug. 14, and charged 
him with manslaughter, assault, and 
criminal possession of a weapon, po-
lice said. 

Continued from cover

KILLED

mit the requested documents, and the 
next hearing is scheduled for Nov. 14, 
according to a spokesman for the city 
agency. 

Palatnik did not respond to calls for 
comment on what additional materials 
were required.

The plan has changed over the years 
since it was fi rst pitched in 2014. It was 
dropped in height from four stories to 
just two, and a community space was 
added on the second fl oor. The latest 
plans don’t specify a medical facility, 
but Community Board 15 chairwoman 
Theresa Scavo and other neighbors 

say that’s the developer’s goal.
The one thing that hasn’t changed 

is Finkelshteyn refusal to provide any 
of the 69 parking spots that zoning laws 
require for a development of this size.

Community Board 15 unanimously 
rejected the application  in 2015, ac-
cording to Scavo, but the board’s vote 
is only advisory. It’s really up to the 
Board of Standard and Appeals to ap-
prove the project or reject it. 

The Aug. 15 rebuff by the board 
makes Scavo optimistic that it will ul-
timately listen to the community in its 
fi nal ruling later this year. 

“I think that the Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals is doing their job 
trying to protect the neighborhood,” 
said Scavo. 

MAY HIS MEMORY BE A BLESSING: Omari 
Dahan was stabbed to death over a parking 
spot on Aug. 13.  Photo by Steve Solomonson 

Continued from cover

STALLED

LOVE SHINES A LIGHT: Friends and family gathered for a candlelight vigil for Omari Dahan 
on Aug. 15.  Photo by Steve Solomonson 
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Metroplus 
is IN 
brooklyn!

MKT 17.139c

SIGN UP TODAY. WE’LL BE HERE TOMORROW.

Flatbush
2221 Church Avenue

Sunset Park
807 48th Street, 2nd Floor

Kings Plaza Mall
Flatbush Avenue Entrance

CALL  1.855.809.4073
METROPLUS.ORG
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DO YOU RECEIVE FOOD STAMPS (SNAP)?
Our FREE programs and classes are for you!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL  718-368-4870
Kingsborough Community College/CUNY | Office of Continuing Education, Workforce Development & Strategic Community Partnerships
2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235 | www.kbcc.cuny.edu/continuinged

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL)

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
patient care technician, certified nurse aide, 
EKG technician, paralegal, accounting and more 

JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE

HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY (HSE) 
One of the best instructional programs to prepare 
you for the TASC™ exam. Every year, HUNDREDS of 
adults who prepare at Kingsborough earn their 
HSE diplomas

enough with the bikes,” Ca-
pano, said Ridgites prefer 
parking over pedals.

“I don’t like that, I think 
that people have had enough 
of the bikes taking up park-
ing space. I’m not a favor of 
Citi Bike. It takes up parking 
spaces and also where are we 
gonna put bike paths on the 
roadways, it seems more often 
than not people who driving 
are getting penalized at the ex-
pense of people who ride bikes. 
In Bay Ridge, we’re blessed to 
have a lot of space to ride bikes 
— Shore promenade and the 
69th Street Pier.” 

On trash collection:

Citing  problems with bulk-
item collection  with the new 
dual-bin garbage trucks, Ca-
pano said the Department of 
Sanitation needs to do a better 
job coordinating pickup.

“As far as the new trucks, 
everyone wants to modern-
ize, that’s great, but they have 
to fi gure out a better system 
so you don’t have these long 
pieces of furniture sitting on 
the stoop, sitting out there for 
days and weeks on end. I’m 
not going to say go back to old 
trucks, but we have to do a bet-

ter job of hot-lining — directly 
saying this is the address, ‘I 
have this large piece of furni-
ture,’ and Sanitation saying, 
‘Okay, within 24 hours we’ll 
send a truck to pick it up.’ ”

On rolling back quality-of-

life enforcement:

Capano said that Mayor 
DeBlasio’s move away from so-
called “broken-windows polic-
ing” threatens to take New 
York back to the bad old days.

“No, that’s crazy. I mean 
that’s going back to pre-Mayor 
Giuliani days. The whole bro-
ken-windows theory, and I 
strongly oppose that, it’s just 
ridiculous and one of the main 
themes of my campaign. I 

deeply believe that DeBlasio’s 
progressive policies are pro-
gressively bad for New York 
City and we need some Coun-
cil members willing stand up 
and say, ‘enough is enough.’ ” 

On public funding for her-

oin-injection centers:

Capano, an opponent to 
such centers, said that he un-
derstood the logic behind pro-
viding so-called “safe spaces” 
for heroin use, but warned 
that putting them in neighbor-
hoods would encourage drug 
dealers to gather nearby, and 
even increase petty crime by 
addicts trying to buy drugs. 

“There’s no doubt about it 
that our whole city and all dis-

tricts are facing a crisis when 
it comes to drug addiction. We 
have to devote resources to 
help addicts kick the habit, but 
the very last thing we should 
be doing is spending taxpayer 
dollars that allow people to 
continue to use — and not only 
allow them to continue that 
use, but to encourage that use. 
The city Council allocated 
$100,000 of taxpayer funds to 
study opening heroin-injec-
tion centers, and at these cen-
ters people would actually be 
able to go there and use clean 
equipment under medical su-
pervision and shoot up legally. 
The addicts have to bring [the 
drugs] themselves, so now 
imagine in Bay Ridge, some-
where let’s say around the 
86th Street subway station, a 
heroin-injection center opens 
up. Does it really take a rocket 
scientist to fi gure out dealers 
are going to set up shop, be-
cause they know an addict has 
to supply their own heroin be-
fore they go there? Drug deal-
ers are great entrepreneurs, 
they are going to know where 
to go. The last thing we should 
be doing is spending money to 
basically encourage its use.”

On better uses for that fund-

ing:

Capano said taxpayer 
money should be directed to-

wards expanding treatment, 
homeless services, and youth 
activities.

“Call me crazy, but that 
money can be better spent 
serving our homeless crisis, 
subways, or getting addicts 
the professional help they 
need, not making our com-
munities legal shoot-up galler-
ies for addicts. I would want a 
place they can go to get coun-
seling, to break the addiction. 
I have no problem with allocat-
ing taxpayer dollars for coun-
seling for those who are ad-
dicted, and to the extent that 
we have to bolster counseling 
centers and staff at hospitals, 
I am all for that. By no means 
am I saying I don’t have any 
sympathy. I would absolutely 
provide funds to get addicts 
the professional help they 
need. … Without a doubt, one 
of the things we can do to help 
steer our young kids off drugs 
and crime is by having more 
recreation facilities for them, 
I would certainly look to ex-
pand youth centers, whether it 
be recreation, counseling.”

On connecting with the dis-

trict’s growing Muslim and 

Arab community:

Capano has been a very 
vocal supporter of President 
Trump and  opponent of local 

Continued from page 3 

CAPANO

HE WANTS THEIR VOTES: Candidate Bob Capano talks with editors of 
Community News Group on Aug. 11. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued on page 18
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Call us at: 718-604-5700

KINGSBROOK
JEWISH MEDICAL CENTER

www.kingsbrook.org

Neurosciences Institutes

were divorced, we were 
pretty poor. That gives 
me an intimate and 
more unique under-
standing of homeless-
ness, why homeless peo-
ple do the things they 
do, sometimes they just 
refuse the help.”

On the Council’s pay 

raise, and outside in-

come:

McCabe opposed the 
raise, but said that Coun-
cil members should be 
allowed to earn outside 
income as long as there 
was no confl ict of inter-
est.

“I defi nitely don’t 
agree with the raise — I 
think it’s way too much. 
There defi nitely should 
be a concern with lobby-
ing and consulting. You 
really shouldn’t be tied 
to any law fi rms that 
have a lobbying wing. 
Employment that pro-
vides a confl ict of inter-
est, the Confl ict of Inter-
est Board should review 
all types of employment, 
all streams of revenue, 
to make sure it’s ko-
sher, but they can’t dic-
tate everything. What if 
I wanted to be an Uber 
driver?”

On the opioid crisis 

and funding for her-

oin-injection sites:

McCabe, who says 
his homeless, alco-
holic father died in 2005 
from hypothermia after 
passing out in a drain-
age pipe, said he would 
rather aggressively 
fund treatment options 
for addicts instead of 
opening so-called “safe 
spaces” for supervised 
injection. Specifi cally, 
he favors sending ad-
dicts to in-patient re-
hab facilities — which 
he credits for his own 
recovery — rather than 
less-rigorous out-patient 
treatment. McCabe also 
accused rival Bob Ca-
pano for fear-monger-
ing on the issue.

“It’s a tough but com-
passionate approach — 
one of the things I’d like 
to see with opioid abuse 
is, I think that a lot of 
people that are caught 
up in the court sys-
tem, legal process with 
drugs are often given 
outpatient sentences, 
so to speak, so they go 

pee in a cup a few times 
and basically get out of 
it and get back [into us-
ing drugs]. Maybe it 
costs more funding, but 
we have to get people 
into long-term inpatient 
treatment. What really 
helped me was going 
into rehab, spending 
some time. It really does 
work, and I’d like to see 
that integrated in the 
way we approach opi-
oid abuse. … I’m against 
the idea of safe injection 
facilities, but this has 
been used by Bob Ca-
pano sort of like a scare 
tactic and real reaction-
ary, fear-mongering to-
wards addicts. I don’t 
agree with the idea of 
safe injections — I don’t 
agree with that in terms 
of methodology, solv-
ing the epidemic — but 
I also don’t agree with 
sort of the fear-monger-
ing towards it, because 
our kids are dying in 
large numbers in the 
neighborhood and I fi nd 
that tactic a little class-
less. I think that if it 
were my son, we really 
should get them into in-
patient rehab.”

On connecting with 

the district’s Muslim 

and Arab community:

McCabe has been an 
avid supporter of Presi-
dent Trump, and in par-
ticular the controversial 
ban on travel from six 
Muslim-majority coun-
tries — often referred 
to as the “Muslim ban” 
— but he rejects that 
characterization, and 
said that in his work for 
Donovan and  disgraced  
former Rep. Michael 
Grimm, he did much to 
help refugees and immi-
grants from those same 
countries.

“I take issue with 
your calling it ‘Muslim 
ban.’ I would call it a 
‘travel ban.’ That word 
‘Muslim ban’ is loaded 

and I don’t think it’s 
a Muslim ban, I think 
it’s a travel ban. Secu-
rity has to come fi rst, 
and I’m saying this as 
the one person with the 
most experience in fed-
eral government in the 
race, dealing with im-
migration and foreign 
embassies. I have dealt 
on a personal level with 
the embassy in Yemen. I 
know there are security 
concerns, a temporary 
travel ban is not a Mus-
lim ban — it’s loaded, 
it’s very political, and 
I have the guts to take 
a position on it that 
might not necessarily 
be popular even within 
the Muslim commu-
nity, but I think it’s the 
right thing. No one has 
as an extensive relation-
ship with the Arab and 
Muslim communities 
as I do, because of eight 
years working in a con-
gressional offi ce in Bay 
Ridge, Dyker Heights 
— 80–90 percent of the 
work we did for Michael 
Grimm and Donovan 
was immigration work. 
I’ve done more for peo-
ple of Arab background 
than anybody in the 
race, and if I have a po-
sition on immigration 
that some people may 
think is controversial, 
I’m not afraid to take 
that position. I have a 
good relationship with 
the Arab community, I 
have a good relationship 
with the Muslims in my 
district, but I’m not go-
ing to pander.”

On Citi Bike moving 

into Bay Ridge:

Declaring that Citi 
Bike doesn’t serve the 
car-driving, working-
class families of Bay 
Ridge and would only 
hasten the encroach-
ing gentrifi cation of the 
neighborhood, McCabe 
took the strongest pos-

Continued from page 3 

MCCABE

LISTENING TO CONCERNS: Liam McCabe talks about his ex-
perience in politics to Community News Group editors. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued on page 18
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Arab-American activ-
ist Linda Sarsour , but 
he said does not feel that 
has alienated him from 
that community. 

“At National Night 
Out, I had a number of 
Arab Americans come up 
to me and say, ‘Bob, keep 
doing what you’re doing, 
Linda Sarsour doesn’t 
represent the views of our 
community.’ I will reach 
out to all Arab Ameri-
cans in that community, 
and if they disagree with 
me about Linda, then you 
know what, don’t vote for 
me. If you want to count 
going door-to-door, speak-
ing to members of the 
Arab-American commu-
nity, I absolutely do.”

On his political aspira-

tions:

Capano stressed that 
politics is not his life, 
and he intends to return 
to the private sector after 
his stint in the Council.

“Right now I just want 
to serve my community 
a little while in the city 
Council, whether four or 
eight years, and when I 

say this publicly going 
door to door nobody be-
lieves me, but I am per-
fectly happy working for 
John Catsimatidis, run-
ning a supermarket. I 
am perfectly happy as 
an adjunct professor, and 
perfectly happy with my 
wife, one dog, and four 
cats on Third Avenue in 
Bay Ridge. And if I should 
lose this race — of course 
I want to win — I’m per-
fectly happy. It’s not any 
sweat off my back, be-
cause unlike the other 
Republican I’m facing, 
I’m not totally dependent 
on a taxpayer salary.”

On outside income for 

council members:

Capano said he is not 
opposed in principal to 
council members earn-
ing outside income, but 
thinks some restrictions 
are needed to avoid con-
fl icts of interest.

“There’s nothing 
wrong staying as an ad-
junct professor. I know 
the big one is lawyers, but 
I think being a lawyer, 
you always have to look 
at, ‘Does that outside in-
come or profession have a 
way to confl ict with your 
job as a city council mem-

ber, to infl uence you in 
some way shape or form?’ 
I wouldn’t say no outside 
income, but no outside in-
come so there’s no chance 
for that confl ict with the 
job as council member.” 

On who he wants as the 

next Council Speaker: 

Capano said he might 
even vote for a Democrat 
to be Council Speaker — 
on one condition.

“Let’s see who gets 
elected. I’ll vote for who-
ever I think the best person 
is at the time. If they seem 
somewhat sane, yeah.”

Lightning round:

• Favorite restaurant: 
Gino’s on Fifth Avenue 
and 76th Street

• Favorite movie: “The 
American President” 

• Last book read: 
“Logic of American Poli-
tics,” a textbook

• Main source for 
news: Newspapers, Bay 
Ridge Courier 

• Fracking in upstate 
New York?: Yes 

• Does global warm-
ing exist, and if so, is it 
caused by humans burn-
ing fossil fuels?: “I’m a 
political scientist, not a 
physical scientist.”

sible stance against the bike-rental 
scheme.

“Over my dead body. No park-
ing spots would be removed over 
my dead body. I would cause hell to 
stop Citi Bike from taking up park-
ing spots. I’m not opposed to bik-
ing — I think it’s great — but mid-
dle-class, working-class kids aren’t 
riding Citi Bikes. Gentrifi cation, 
that’s what rides on Citi Bike, it’s a 
gentrifi cation accelerator. I’m not 
looking to bring Citi Bike into the 
neighborhood. … These are things 
for hipsters to ride in Williamsburg, 
it’s not family-oriented. A family of 
fi ve isn’t spending whatever it would 
cost to rent a bunch of Citi Bikes. I 
don’t see a great use for it other 
than taking up parking, and a way 
to bring in more gentrifi cation into 
a community that is maybe the last 
great hope for Brooklyn.” 

On illegal home conversions:

McCabe said that he sees the po-
tential to make a major impact on 
what he considers one of the most 
pressing and fundamental problems 
facing the district. He vowed to work 
with local activists to identify loca-
tions and push city agencies for ag-
gressive enforcement.

“I’d like to really try to work on 
that in a bigger sense — macro level. 
That’s a big issue for me and it’s re-

lated to so many of the other prob-
lems — one- and two-family homes 
being converted into single-room-
occupancy, 30 people into a house, 
especially in Dyker Heights. All of 
a sudden a block that could have a 
couple of hundred people could have 
a thousand, so sanitation now has 
double the work, triple. There are 
issues with education, in terms of 
our schools, you can’t build schools 
quick enough to fi x this problem, 
our transportation infrastructure 
is overwhelmed. These illegal home 
conversions are a death trap for fi re-
fi ghters. It creates all types of con-
cerns on all levels of civics. I’d like 
to empower the local activists to be 
a partner with my offi ce. I would put 
a map on my wall day one and pin-
point all of the alleged illegal home 
conversions. The Community Board 
keeps a good record — and started 
a task force, I would empower that 
task force. It’s not rocket science — 
I would be a pain in the ass, just be 
so aggressive in dealing with the De-
partment of Buildings. I think the 
reason why it hasn’t been done is 
because it’s just not a passionate is-
sue for some electeds. I think it’s po-
litically not that sexy an issue, you 
don’t want to look as a bad person.”

On the city’s homelessness crisis:

McCabe faulted the mayor for 
failing to use the police to move 
homeless people off the streets and 
into shelters where they can be con-

Continued from page 14 

BOB
Continued from page 16 

LIAM

Continued on page 31
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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JOHN J. HEALEY FUNERAL HOME
“Serving Brooklyn Since 1904”

2005 West 6th Street
718-743-1388

Visit us at: www.JohnJHealey.com
Manager: John LaGreca

John J. Healey Funeral Home is owned by Service Corporation International    
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston Tx. 77019  713-522-5141

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

B ay Ridge City Council 
Candidate Justin Bran-

nan will still enjoy an 
uncontested spot on the Work-
ing Families Party line this 
September after his  Repub-
lican opponent Liam McCa-

be’s attempt to hijack it  was 
thwarted in court. 

Despite telling this paper on 
Aug. 1 that Brannan would not 
sue to block McCabe’s Oppor-
tunity to Ballot — a maneuver 
that would have opened up the 
progressive party’s primary 
— attorney Sarah Steiner 
fi led the case in Brooklyn Su-
preme Court that very day. 

And on Aug. 15, Judge Ed-

gar Walker threw out Mc-
Cabe’s petitions, still giving 
Brannan an unfair free pass 
to get on the ballot in the No-
vember general election, said 
McCabe. 

“They invalidated the peti-
tions,” he said during a phone 
call on Aug. 15. “It’s sad that 
the Working Families Party 
will not have an opportunity, 
the rank and fi le people in this 
community, to really choose 
who represents them.”

McCabe collected 25 signa-
tures from registered Working 
Families Party members, but 

Steiner argued, and Walker 
later ruled, that several ei-
ther weren’t true members of 
the party, had signed multiple 
petitions, or did not even live 
in the district, according to 
court documents. 

Leaders of the Working 
Families Party criticized Mc-
Cabe for trying to snag the 
line in an attempt to confuse 
voters — but it’s really Bran-
nan’s campaign that played 
dirty, McCabe said, by spend-
ing the big bucks on an elec-
tion lawyer, and forcing those 
who signed McCabe’s petitions 
into court to testify against 
him. 

“People on our side received 
summonses or notices Thurs-
day or Friday. He’s summons-
ing people, he expects con-
stituents — voters that might 
even vote for him in a general 
or potentially a write-in pri-
mary — he has subpoenaed to 
court,” McCabe said during an 
unrelated interview on Aug. 
11. “That’s not really nice.”

And McCabe’s maneu-
ver to give the party’s voters 
a choice may have been sti-
fl ed, but he’s glad he took the 
step to stand up to what he 
considers to be an attempt to 
force on the Working Fami-
lies Party Mayor DeBlasio’s 
handpicked successor to term-
limited Councilman Vincent 

Gentile, he said. 
“I’m proud we took the 

fi ght to Justin and the mayor. 
At the end of the day, we al-
ways suspected it’d be tough 
to try to do. We never realized 
how committed they were to 
stopping the election,” said 
McCabe. “It’s really just an 
exercise in democracy, that’s 
why the Opportunity to Ballot 
exists, when you feel it’s a very 
top down process. It’s a sad 
day for democracy in the dis-
trict. I’m glad we’re beginning 

to bring the fi ght to Mayor De-
Blasio, that’s what this is all 
about. So game on.”

But leaders of the progres-
sive party are glad to see Bran-
nan walk away victorious. 

“We’re gratifi ed that this 
attempt to steal the WFP bal-
lot line by the Republicans has 
been defeated,” said spokes-
man Dom Leon-Davis. “We 
look forward to doubling down 
on our efforts to talk to voters 
in the 43rd council district 
about Justin Brannan’s com-
mitment to working families.”

• • •
Reformers are hoping 

they’ll have a say in who the 
candidate will be to  replace 
state Sen. Daniel Squadron 
(D–Brooklyn Heights) , instead 
of just leaving the decision to 
two party insiders, ever since 
he resigned from his seat too 
late for a nonpartisan special 
election. 

Squadron’s district spans 
both Brooklyn and the distant 
isle of Manhattan, so both 
of the county’s parties have 
a say in his successor — al-
though the majority of it sits 
in Manhattan. And in a mix 
of arcane, archaic, and com-
plicated election laws coming 

from the state and each county 
party’s own bylaws, the deci-
sion to name Squadron’s likely 
successor essentially rests 
with the chairmen of the two 
county committees, not their 
several-hundred rank-and-fi le 
members. 

Brooklyn Democratic 
Party boss Frank Seddio  told 
the Daily News on Aug. 9  that 
he and Manhattan Democratic 
chairman Keith Wright will 
chose the candidate for the 
special election.

But  members of the reform 
group New Kings Democrats 
are advocating to be heard , 
charging that leaving all the 
power with two men and keep-
ing hundreds of county com-
mittee members in the dark is 
simply undemocratic. 

“No offi cial news has come 
out yet and we’ve seen some 
confl icting statements — saw 
Frank Seddio stated that it 
would be decided by himself 
and Keith Wright,” said presi-
dent of the club Anusha Ven-

kataraman. “The county 
committee members don’t 
have a lot of formal power, but 
this is one of the most signifi -
cant powers that county com-

Brannan sues, keeps McCabe off ballot
PARTY LINE

TALKING BORO POLITICS
WITH JULIANNE CUBA

Continued on page 31
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Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

HEAR  BET TER
THIS SUMMER!

PURE® 13 BT
INTRODUCING

HEARING AIDS

Attention all NY State and Federal Employees, Retirees and Spouses: You may 
be eligible for hearing aids at minimal or no cost. Call us for more information!

DUNKIN’
DONUTS

Call 1-855-203-1173
FOR YOUR FREE HEARING SCREENING!

Welcome Health First, Touchstone, 
Wellcare, GHI Emblem members, HIP and 

Medicare Advantage HMO plans.

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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Do you mean I can have per-
manent teeth without surgery? 
And I don’t have to wear my par-
tial dentures any longer? Then 
the FDA approved glass abutment 
system (zx-27) is for you.

Here it is in a nutshell: Prior to 
the amazing new technology zx-27 
glass abutment, only two options 
existed for tooth replacement 
procedures — either dentures or 
implants. Everyone knows how 
uncomfortable dentures are, and 
implants require a complicated 
surgical intervention. Further-
more, this process is not guaran-
teed to work very long, and not 
cheap.

When we call zx-27 a new 
method, we are distorting the 
facts to some degree. The method 
was developed and patented in 
1991 by a Hungarian dental tech-
nician Laszio Nemth. Currently, 
this medical product has been 
tried and tested and has the high-
est international quality certifi -
cate ISO 9002 and the European 
marking CE. It has been used 
with great success in Slovakia, 
Czech Republic, Poland, Sweden, 
Austria, Germany, Australia, 
Spain, Italy, Ukraine, Russia, and 
other countries.

This system allows patients to 
avoid removable dentures and im-
plant surgeries. The results are 
the same but there is no need to 
cut. zx-27 is the only reliable alter-
native to removable dentures and 
implant surgery and can literally 
make us happy and healthy very 
quickly and without any pain.

How does it work?
Everything is very simple. 

You have developed gaps in your 
mouth and you need to seat bridge 
but you are lacking the abutments 
(support) teeth. 

Therefore, in order to avoid 
dentures or implants, a little ar-
tifi cial glass abutment, zx-27, is 
custom made for each patient. It 
has a concave surface and sits 
perfectly on the gum. The abut-
ment is securely mounted on the 
fi xed prosthesis, which is typi-
cally cemented afterwards. What 
is more important, the bridge can 
have any length, and with glass 
abutment, there is no leverage ef-
fect.

If you have any questions about 
this procedure please visit the web-
site www.zx27us.com or call M&M 
Dental offi ce at (718) 853–5777. Our 
offi ce is located at 106 Beverley 
Road (2nd Floor), Brooklyn, NY.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Are you tired 
of wearing partial 

dentures 
and are you scared 
of dental implants?

Then this non-surgical procedure 
exclusively at M&M Dental offi ce is for you

BY JULIANNE CUBA
A plaque commemorating the Con-
federate leader General Robert E. 
Lee was hauled off the grounds of 
the so-called Church of the Gener-
als in Bay Ridge on Aug. 16, in the 
wake of white supremacist protests 
and violence in Charlottesville over 
the weekend. 

The move sends a message that 
racism has no place in Brooklyn, 
said Rev. Khader El-Yateem. 

“Removing this plaque makes it 
very clear that while we will never 
forget the history of slavery in 
America,” said El-Yateem, a Demo-
crat running for the Bay Ridge city 
Council seat. “We are ready to move 
forward and address racism at its 
root.” 

Following the murder of activ-
ist Heather Heyer on Aug. 12  by a 
neo-Nazi who allegedly rammed his 
car into a crowd of liberal demon-
strators during a protest about the 
removal of a stature of Lee from a 
public park, local advocates and re-
ligious leaders sought the removal 
of the more-than-100-year-old plaque 
marking a tree the Confederate 
leader planted outside the now-shut-
tered St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
known as the Church of Generals 
because of all of the army men sta-
tioned at nearby Fort Hamilton who 
worshipped there. 

“This was an easy decision. No 
one should walk by a church and see 
a monument honoring someone who 

fought to preserve slavery. It doesn’t 
mean that we forget the history, but 
it means that we need to remember 
it differently,” said Bishop Lawrence 
Provenzano of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Long Island. “In the sense that the 
church can stand for all of God’s peo-
ple and stand for the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, we removed these plaques as 
one of the many outward invisible 
expressions of our solidarity with 
God’s people, particularly those 
who are feeling oppressed by the ac-
tions of white supremacists and the 
Neo-Nazi movement and its support 

GONE: Workers haul off the plaque commemorating Gen. Robert E. Lee outside St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Fort Hamilton on Aug. 15. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

SO LONG: Bishop Rev. Lawrence C. Provenza-
no, of the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island, 
center, and Bay Ridge City Council candidate 
Rev. Khader El-Yateem, right, speak at a 
press conference commending the removal 
of the plaque.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

Church takes 
down Lee plaque

Continued on page 39
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Sirico’s offers you a variety of Dinner, Cocktail,  
and Buffet options with a Homestyle flair. 

We can create any theme for your occasion with unique  
LED lighting options and special decor packages.

CATERERS

8015/23 13th Avenue • Dyker Heights • Brooklyn, NY 11228 
718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net
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SUMMER DINING

2003 Emmons Ave. 

718.332.6064

OUTDOOR DINING ACROSS THE WATER FRONT
SUNDAY – THURSDAY, 12PM – 11PM 
FRIDAY – SATURDAY, 12PM – 12AM

The finest in greek cuisine in an elegant setting

il Fornetto Restaurant
2902 Emmons Ave, Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn  

(Btwn Nostrand and E29th Street)
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

OPEN 7 DAYS
Lunch ~ Dinner ~ Sunday Brunch ~ Private Events

Karaoke Friday & Live Music Saturdays
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Complete 
Dinner
$4200

Plus Tax & gratuity

Reservations Suggested
718-989-8952

7717 3rd Ave., Brooklyn NY, 11209 GreenhouseCafe.com

Entrées
Roast Rack Of Pork With Apple Brandy Glaze

Burger Deluxe Bacon, Choice of Cheese, Onion Rings Fresh Cut Fries

Boneless Chicken Breast Parmigiana or Francaise

French Cut Chicken Breast, Fresh Herbs & Lemon, Over Broccoli Rabe

Shrimp Scampi Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic, Butter  
Salmon Filet Cold Water Farm Raised, Broiled or Grilled 

Chicken Saltimbocca, Prosciutto Wine, Mushrooms, Fresh Mozzarella, Spinach

Penne Ala Vodka With Grilled Chicken or Shrimp 

Balsamic Glaze Chicken Kabobs, Garden Vegetable. Served Over Cous Cous

Rack Of Lamb Grilled Dijon Crusted 

Roasted Long Island Duck Orange or Strawberry Sauce 

Broiled Tilapia Oreganata Topped with Seasoned Panko

Seafood Languini, Clams, Mussels, Calamari & Shrimp, White & Red Sauce

All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables 

CELEBRATE

New York City
Restaurant Week

COMPLETE DINNER MENU

 Desserts
   Chocolate Mousse Pie
   Chocolate Cheesecake
   Cheesecake Tiramisu
   Apple Strudel
   Ice Cream Sundae

Filet Mignon 10 oz Cut - $10 Extra 
Seasoned and Grilled

Lobster Tails - $10 Extra
Twin 5oz Served With Drawn Butter 

Surf N’ Turf - $15 Extra 
10oz Filet Mignon, 5 oz Lobster Tail With Drawn Butter

Appetizers
 Zuppa De Mussels 

French Onion Soup 

Eggplant Rolletini

 Soup Du Jour 
Grand Caesar Salad 
House Salad

 Fried Calamari 
Baked Clams 
Shrimp Cocktail

COMPLIMENTARY CHOICE OF

Coffee or Tea

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

FO

UNDED OVER81 
 YEARS

$29.75*$19.75 $24.75*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

$36.00*
33.00333333333.000033..0000..000000000
36.00

$$ 99 $$22

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American  
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

SUMMER DINING

NEXT DOOR
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

DINING ACROSS THE WATERFRONT

Elegant Presentation
Quality Ingredients
Impeccable Service
Unparalleled Taste

www.NextDoorBrooklyn.com

2005 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn 

Summer Dining Lunch 
and Dinner Specials



COURIER LIFE, AUG. 18–24, 201726    B GM BR

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Say hello to the new president at St. 

Francis College, Dr. Miguel Mar-

tinez-Saenz. He is the 19th to serve 
in that capacity in the school’s 160-

year his-
tory. He 
will begin 
this Sep-
t e m b e r 
and takes 
over from 
I n t e r i m 
President 
Timothy 

J. Houli-

han, who served after the death of 
Brendan Dugan last December.

Prior to coming to St. Francis, Dr. 
Martinez-Saenz hailed from Otter-

bein University in Westerville, Ohio, 
where he was the provost and vice 
president for Academic Affairs.

“When we set out to fi nd a new pres-
ident, we looked for a champion of the 
Franciscan values of kindness and 
service; someone who also brings deep 
academic experience, solid leadership 
skills, and an accomplished track re-
cord,” said Denis Salamone, chairman 
of the selection committee.

“President Martinez-Saenz is a ris-
ing star in the academic world,” added 
John Tully, chairman of the Board of 
Trustees. 

“Going to college is only meaning-
ful if colleges deliver what they prom-
ise,” said Dr. Martinez-Saenz. “Higher 
education is in the middle of a major 
transition, being re-imagined and re-
conceptualized to meet the demands 
of a changing globe. I look forward to 
working with the professors, students, 
administrators, alumni, and friends 
of St. Francis College to determine the 
best way for us to grow, change and 
lead.”

St. Francis College [180 Remsen St. 
at Court Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 489–5200].

RED HOOK

Bon voyage!
Three cheers to Jonathan Mu-

nez, a senior at Good Shepherd’s 

South Brooklyn Community High 

School, who was selected as a 2017 
Curtis Scholar by the Global Citi-

zen’s Foundation. He is the only stu-
dent from New York City and State to 
receive the honor and has won a trip 
with Global Citizen to South Africa.

Jonathan struggled his fi rst time 
around in high school before he 
dropped out and temporarily relocated 
due to Superstorm Sandy. He’s get-
ting his second chance at graduation 
through one of Good Shepherd’s trans-
fer schools, and dreams of making it 

out of poverty so he can come back and 
help his community.

Standing O wishes Jonathan good 
luck and safe travels. 

Good Shepherd’s South Brooklyn 
Community High School [173 Conover 
St. at Dikeman Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 422–1900].

PARK SLOPE

It’s spellbinding!
Three cheers to the Spellbound 

Theatre, the only theatre exclusively 
for young people from birth to age 5, 
for being honored with the American 

Alliance for Theater and Educa-

tion’s Zeta Phi Eta-Winifred Ward 

Outstanding New Children’s The-

atre Company Award. 

Spellbound received the honors on 
Aug. 5 at a conference held in New Or-
leans, La.

The annual award honors a theatre 
company serving young audiences that 
has been in operation for less than fi ve 
years, has attained a high level of ar-
tistic production, and possesses sound 
management practices while having 

stimulated community interest in 
its endeavors. It is named in honor of 
Winifred Ward, often considered the 
“mother of creative drama.” 

Spellbound joins past prestigious 
winners including Honolulu Theatre 

for Youth in Hawaii; Childsplay, 

Inc. in Arizona; the Dallas Chil-

dren’s Theatre in Texas; and Metro 

Theater Company in Missouri. 

The Park Slope theater company 
has created original theatre for young 
children, and hosts educational family 
programs that help children and their 
grown-ups play together. The company 
performs a public performance season 
at the Old Stone House and has been 
chosen as a two-time New Victory 

Theatre LabWorks Resident Artist 

Ensemble.  
Additionally, the company sup-

ports an education and outreach pro-
gram that includes Free Family Arts 
Days, which provides creative play 
classes for hundreds of families in un-
derserved communities and perfor-
mances and workshops at more than 
30 early childhood centers and pre-K 
sites around the boroughs. 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BENSONHURST

Wishing the Big Screecher, 
Carmine Santa Maria, a very 
happy 82nd birthday. Carmine cel-
ebrated the big day on Aug. 13 at his 
favorite watering hole, The Park-

way Diner, where the food is al-
ways good and plentiful — and the 
cake was whipped-cream delicious. 

Surrounded  by an adoring fam-
ily, wife Sharon, son Carl and wife 
Lori, daughter Dana and husband 

Michael Sgori, along with a pas-
sel of grandchildren — Alexa, Mi-

chael, Vanessa, Jake, Cassandra 

and Dean — Carmine celebrated 
the way only the Big Screecher 
could — lots of noise, candles, and of 
course, cake! 

Carmine’s actual day is Aug. 14, 
the same day we celebrate the birth 
of Social Security.

The Big O is sending out Italian 
wishes to the Big Screecher, “C’ent 
anni.”

Welcome to incoming president

Blow out the candles for Carmine

“We learn more, grow more, and 
discover more about ourselves and our 
world in the fi rst fi ve years than we do 
at any other point in our lives,” said, 
Lauren Jost, artistic director. 

She added, “Very young children 
are more open than we are as adults, 
more perceptive than we are, more 
creative, and they do not sit still out of 
politeness or convention. It is an honor 
to create work for this most discerning 
and sophisticated of audiences.”

Spellbound Theater [941 President 
St. 1R at Eighth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(347) 464–8542, spellboundtheatre.com].

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

To save one life
Assemblyman Steven Cym-

browitz (D–Sheepshead Bay) 
honored the student winners of 
his 17th annual Holocaust Me-

morial Creative Arts Contest 
at a ceremony held at Kingsbor-

ough Community College’s 

Marine Academic Center.

Opening remarks by the as-
semblyman and Michelle An-

derson, president of the school, 
welcomed the more than 350 stu-
dents, guests, and family who at-
tended.  

This year’s challenge for the 
students was to respond to the 
quote by the late Nobel Laureate 
and survivor Elie Wiesel: “There 
may be times when we are power-
less to prevent injustice, but there 
must never be a time when we fail 
to protest.” 

The representative spoke 
about some of the winning proj-
ects, including a suitcase fi lled 
with a teddy bear and other mea-
ger belongings of a young or-
phaned Holocaust survivor. 

“My parents were fortunate 
to have each other, but they too 
were forced to rebuild,” shared 
the assemblyman.

He added, “Sadly, the num-
ber of survivors who bore wit-
ness to this tragic time is getting 
smaller. So it’s critically impor-
tant that you continue to learn, 
to read.”

The contest was cosponsored 
by Manhattan Beach Jewish 

Center, Holocaust Memorial 

Committee, the Lena Cym-

browitz Foundation, and Proj-

ect Witness.
Assemblyman Steven Cym-

browitz [1800 Sheepshead Bay 
Rd. at Shore Parkway in Sheep-
shead Bay, (718) 743–4078].

HE’S A JOLLY GOOD FELLOW: The Big Screecher, center, celebrated the big 82 sur-
rounded by loved ones, including wife Sharon, son Carl and daughter-in-law Lori, 
daughter Dana and husband Michael Sgori, and grandchildren, Alexa, Michael, Van-
essa, Jake, Cassandra, and Dean.
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MAX

mittee members have. We should be encouraged to 
exercise that power and be allowed to vote.”

And Squadron, known for his fi ght for reforming 
Albany, also penned a letter to Seddio and Wright, 
urging them to allow all of their respective county 
committee members to have a say in the decision. 

“I strongly urge you to make this as democratic 
as possible: to allow a full vote of the county com-
mittee across both Manhattan and Brooklyn, and to 
be bound by its results,” Squadron wrote on Aug. 9. 

Executive director of the Manhattan Democratic 
Party Barry Weinberg said his county committee 
members will come to a full vote. But a spokesman 
for the Brooklyn Democratic Party would only say 
that no decision has been made yet.

“The Brooklyn and Manhattan leaders will meet 
in September to discuss the options for a process in 
the 26th,” said George Arzt. 

Continued from page 20 

PARTY LINE

nected with social services that could help with 
the underlying causes of their predicament. He 
suggested that such a tough policy might even 
have save his father’s life.

“I think we have to have compassion — we have 
to be tough, but compassionate. There’s clearly a 
policy issue, in my opinion, from DeBlasio, in that 
he refused to use the police to enforce vagrants, 
really get the homeless off the streets. I don’t 
think he wants to deal with that criticism. I think 
you have to do that, I think you have to be tough, 
I think you have to put people into custody. A lot 
of them have mental health issues, substance is-
sues, and they need professional help. Had my 
father been arrested maybe he’d be alive. I don’t 
know if it would have saved him overall, but I’m 
not afraid to have a tough approach to homeless-
ness in the fi rst instance, and then I think the fol-
low-up part is really where you have to be more 
compassionate, maybe have to increase funding 
to certain mental health programs. One of the 
things we can do is try to track people better once 
they get into the system. You gotta be tough, gotta 
get them off the streets.”

On his political aspirations: 

McCabe was blunt about his prospects in the 
general election, and said he wasn’t looking past 
the Council. 

“If I were to get elected it’d be a miracle, it’s a 
tough race, I think it’s an overwhelmingly Demo-
cratic district, I’m not crazy, I know it’s going to 
be hard. If I did it would be a wonderful thing, I’d 
love it, I’d throw myself at the job. If I don’t win I’d 
still be happy being involved, I just wouldn’t do it 
as the Councilman.”

Lightning round:

At the end of the meeting, McCabe answered a 
quick series of questions.

• Favorite restaurant: New Corner on Eighth 
Avenue and 72nd Street

• Favorite movie: “Spaceballs” 
• Last book read: “The Tender Bar: A memoir” 
• Main source for news: Facebook 
• Fracking in upstate New York?: Yes 
• Does global warming exist, and if so, is it 

caused by humans burning fossil fuels?: “I think 
that it does exist, of course. I think that whether 
it’s completely related to fossil fuels or completely 
related to the way the sun interacts with the ozone, 
let’s err on the side of caution.”

Continued from page 18 

LIAM MCCABE
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Hear it Tuesdays

How does the BROOKLYN PAPER sound? 

Listen every Tuesday at 4:30pm on BrooklynPaper.com/radio

The Community News Group is proud 
to introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. 
Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-in-Chief 
Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntzman every Tuesday 
at 4:30 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests 
and call-out segments, can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.
MAX

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about trimming the fat.

The owner of popular Park 
Slope brunch spot Dizzy’s 
shuttered the diner’s Fifth Av-
enue location so he can pump 
money into its like-named el-
der sister on Ninth Street.

“Yeah, Fifth Avenue is clos-
ing, but who cares, because 
Ninth Street is going to blow 
you away,” said proprietor 
Matheo Pisciotta.

The diner on Fifth Avenue 
between President and Carroll 
streets closed on Aug. 13, after 
just fi ve years in the neighbor-
hood.

It quickly became a beloved 
brunch destination following 
its 2012 opening, a reputation 
Pisciotta honored on its last 
day in business by treating 
patrons to bottomless free mi-
mosas and Prosecco in a fi nal 
grand hurrah.

The restaurateur had high 
hopes for the location, which 
he thought would be the fi rst 
of many offshoots across the 
borough. But stiff regula-
tions and costly health depart-

ment inspections limited its
profi tability, he said.

“I can go on a rant about 

how diffi cult it is to run a 
small business in this town,” 
Pisciotta said. “The city does 

not make it easy.”
But the owner also worried 

that the Fifth Avenue outpost 

was siphoning business from 
Dizzy’s Ninth Street fl agship, 
which opened in 1997 between 
Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West and benefi ts from 
a healthy commuter clientele 
that uses the nearby Seventh 
Avenue subway station.

“On Ninth Street, the F 
train is right at our front 
door,” he said. “We’ll do 10 
times as much business in ba-
gels, coffee, Danish pastries, 
and egg sandwiches than we 
do here.”

Pisciotta will take the 
money he’s saving by closing 
shop on Fifth Avenue and in-
vest it into the Ninth Street 
location, refurbishing the 
restaurant and stocking its 
pantry with all the freshest 
holistic, locally sourced ingre-
dients that the nabe’s increas-
ingly bougie patrons demand.

“The quality of products, 
service, and aesthetics will go 
up 10 notches,” he said. “Peo-
ple will get farm-raised, grass-
fed, antibiotic-free burgers, 
and chickens from the lady’s 
backyard down the street.”

BACK TO BASE: Dizzy’s owner Matheo Pisciotta is closing the Fifth Avenue outpost with plans to reinvest in his 
fl agship eatery of the same name on Ninth Street.  Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Check, please: Slope diner closes
Dizzy’s Fifth Avenue eatery shuttering in order to fund Ninth Street fl agship
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FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$9999

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$29999

SAVE $60 OFF
Our Low Price of $359.99

MEMORY FOAM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$39999

SAVE $275 OFF
Our Low Price of $674.99

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your Mattress Firm credit 
card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

0%APR 
FOR6 YEARS *

NO CREDIT NEEDED
See store for details.

OR

WORK HARD. SLEEP HARDER.

FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

With select mattress purchases of $1299.99 and above. Up to an $1198 value.

Your favorite shows just got easier to binge-watch.

is 
now

MF46_NYC_WRAP_8.18_BKN_COMMUNITY_1
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$34 Per Month**†

48 Months 
0% APR*

$1599.99 
Total to Pay

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE**

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$41 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2949.99 
Total to Pay

+ SAVE 
$500

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

LABOR DAY SALE SNEAK PEEK

 

Experience the latest in 
Cooling Technology.

$39 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$1399.99 
Total to Pay

+ FREE 
BOX 
SPRING†*

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

MF46_NYC_WRAP_8.18_BKN_COMMUNIT_2_3
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LX510 LX640

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE**

$46 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$3299.99 
Total to Pay

The leading memory 
foam has met its match.

There’s a reason two out of three people 
choose the DreamBed Lux. Now you 

can rest easier on the new and exclusive, 
reinvented memory foam mattress that 

uses patented memory foam coils to bring 
you superior temperature control and 

unmatched pressure relief.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

+ FREE 
ADJUSTABLE 
BASE**

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$2799.99 
Total to Pay

EXCLUSIVELY AT 
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***

WAKE UP TO A NEW
SCHOOL YEAR

CUSHION FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$39999

NEW LOW PRICE

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly 
payments required. *Off er valid 8/16/17-9/12/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the 
number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. 
Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All 
monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. Total to pay 
amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. **Free Adjustable Off er: Off er valid 8/16/17-9/12/17. Receive a free LP50 adjustable base with select mattress purchases $1299.99 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same size mattress purchased. Free adjustable 
base off er valid to complete mattress set and cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. Off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. †††Free delivery valid on purchases of $599.99 and above. On available products 
in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 8/16/17-9/12/17. *†Free Box Spring Off er: Off er valid 8/16/16-8/22/17. Receive a free matching standard or low profi le box spring with the purchase of select mattresses from Serta iComfort or Beautyrest 
Recharge. Free box spring off er valid on same size mattress purchased. Free box spring off er valid to complete mattress set and cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. See store for complete details. ***Back to School Promo: 
Off er valid 7/17/17-8/22/17. Receive special savings on select mattresses and accessories with valid school I.D. School I.D. applies to valid student, faculty, administrator, or staff  identifi cation card. Has no cash value. Not valid online or on previous purchases. See store for 
complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10% or your purchase is free if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee 
does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters, discontinued merchandise, or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price 
and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$500. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may 
vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such 
errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 8/16/17-8/22/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$29999

SAVE $350 OFF
Our Low Price of $649.99

OVER

50OFF

DON’T WAIT...OUR LOW 
PRICE IS GUARANTEED FOR 

100 DAYS OR IT’S FREE††

OVER 15
QUEEN 

MATTRESSES
UNDER

$69999

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$50999

SAVE $100 OFF
Our Low Price of $609.99

LIMITED EDITION

LUXURY FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

$60999

SAVE $100 OFF
Our Low Price of $709.99

LIMITED EDITION

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$19999

NEW LOW PRICE

Everything you loved, plus even more.is 
now

FREE DELIVERY†††

With select mattress purchases.
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Your path to success starts at NYSCAS. Choose from more than 45 associate’s and bachelor’s degree programs at seven convenient locations throughout the metro area.
Think college, think NYSCAS. A division of Touro College.

Apply

Now!
NYSCAS

888.722.7166 Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens | nyscas.touro.edu | @nyscas
 Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit www.touro.edu.

I chose
NYSCAS

A  D I V I S I O N  O F  T O U R O  C O L L E G E

Steve O.

B.A. | NYSCAS ’18

Future Special Ed teacher

HD
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BY COLIN MIXSON
A former Brooklyn district at-
torney and assemblyman col-
luded to fabricate evidence and 
bribe witnesses so they could 
convict a political rival of 
voter fraud, a civil complaint 
fi led Tuesday in Kings County 
federal court alleges.

Sunset Park attorney John 
O’Hara, who is running for 
judgeship in Brooklyn civil 
court, said he’s bringing suit 
in order to drag defendants 
Charles Hynes and James 
Brennan through the legal 
system following a two-decade 
struggle to clear his name. 

“You know what I was do-
ing for the last 20 years,” he 
said. “Now you know what I’ll 
be doing for the next 20 years. 
I’m in no hurry.” 

Then District Attorney 
Hynes pursued O’Hara’s con-
viction throughout the early 
’90s, and in 2000 fi nally suc-
ceeded in getting a guilty ver-
dict after an unprecedented 

three trials — making the at-
torney the fi rst New Yorker 
since legendary suffragette Su-
san B. Anthony to be convicted 
of voter fraud. He was sen-
tenced to 1,500 hours of com-
munity service, fi ned $20,000, 
and prohibited from practicing 
law until 2008, when he was re-
instated to the bar.

A conviction review unit 
assembled by Hynes’s succes-
sor Ken Thompson found evi-
dence to  exonerate O’Hara in 
January , and ever since the 
lawyer has vowed to seek jus-
tice for what he called mali-
cious prosecution motivated 
by cutthroat, political greed.

The suit claims that 
O’Hara landed on Assembly-
man Brennan’s radar when he 
challenged another Assembly 
candidate backed by the pow-
erful state legislator in 1994 
— a bid for offi ce that followed 
the lawyer’s four previous, 
unsuccessful attempts to un-
seat members of what he calls 

Brooklyn’s “Democratic ma-
chine.”

Brennan, working with his 
chief of staff and another attor-
ney, hired a private eye who ille-
gally nabbed copies of O’Hara’s 
state tax returns while spying 
on him, the complaint alleges. 
The assemblyman tried to de-
rail O’Hara’s ’94 campaign, and 
his subsequent assembly bid in 
1996, by suing the political out-
sider in civil court, but each 
case was dismissed.

The pol then colluded with 
the district attorney to sue his 
rival for voter fraud, claim-
ing O’Hara lived on 61st Street 
when he voted in an elec-
tion district 14 blocks away, 
according to the complaint, 
which alleges Brennan and 
Hynes intentionally failed to 
record their surveillance of 
the lawyer in order to avoid 
giving evidence in his favor to 
a grand jury.

O’Hara claims he lived at his 
girlfriend’s 47th Street apart-

ment throughout the three 
trials, but that the pol and top 
prosecutor paid neighbors to 
argue he lived elsewhere.

Brennan would camp out-
side the 66th Precinct waiting 
for police detectives investi-
gating the case so he could di-
rect them in their probe, the 
complaint claims. In addition, 
it states that Hynes subpoe-
naed O’Hara’s mail — which 
was opened before it was re-
turned — and alleges the law-
yer was constantly followed by 
a man in a black town car.

Hynes declined to comment 
on the allegations, saying he’s 

been sued many times and his 
policy is not to comment on 
pending litigation.

A spokesman for Brennan 
said the former pol is innocent 
and plans on counter-suing 
O’Hara for libel.

“The complaint is merit-
less and malicious, and obvi-
ously timed to get publicity 
for his campaign,” said Stuart 
Marques. “We plan to counter-
sue for libel.”

The massive 41-page com-
plaint the attorney fi led this 
week follows an initial notice 
that he fi led in Brooklyn civil 
court  in February .

His day in court

SEEKING JUSTICE: Sunset Park lawyer and current civil court judge 
candidate John O’Hara fi led a complaint on Tuesday alleging former Dis-
trict Attorney Charles Hynes and Assemblyman James Brennan colluded 
to convict him of voter fraud. File photo by Colin Mixson

John O’Hara sues former DA, assemblyman 
for ‘malicious prosecution’ in ’90s conviction 
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Sponsored by:
• Boulevard ALP • Bright Pharmacy & Medical Supply • Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce • Cento de Viajes Ecuador • Century 21 Department Stores 

• Combined Insurance • Con Edison • Cricket Wireless • Courier Life Publications/New York Post • DaNu Radio • eTV • Fidelis Care • GEICO

• Global Professional Consulting • Gourmanoff / Netcost • Greyhound Lines • Health First • Integra Managed Care • JP Morgan Chase Bank 
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Bargains Galore! Kiddie Rides! Live Entertainment! Lots And Lots Of Good Food! 
Come One! Come All! Fun For The Entire Family! Enjoy A “Brooklyn Tradition”!

Special thank you to: JOSEPH CORACE, former Governor of Kiwanis International
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL (718) 891-0800

41ST ANNUAL BRIGHTON JUBILEE
Presented by The Brighton Neighborhood Association

(With support from Kiwanis International)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27TH, 2017
10:00 am to 6:00 pm (Rain or Shine)

Along Brighton Beach Avenue from Corbin Place to Coney Island Ave turning down towards the beach.

Come down and enjoy stages of live music • Stars of DaNu Radio on Brighton 11th Street
Frankie Marra & his Band and more Great Brooklyn Bands, on Brighton 14th Street

Boro Park Obstetrics & Gynecology 
We are proud to announce the addition of 

Jaya Chanda, MD – Primary Care Physician

Dr. Chanda is an experienced family medicine
practitioner and will see patients ages 12 to Adult

We moved our space to a brand-new place!

1001 Newkirk Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11230

(Corner of Newkirk Avenue & Coney Island Avenue)

Call us to schedule an appointment today

718-693-1011
Most Insurances Accepted.

across this nation.”
 Lee was stationed at the Bay 

Ridge Army base several years in 
the 1840s — years before the Civil 
War — when he planted the maple 
tree at the Fort Hamilton Parkway 
church. The iron sign was posted 
there to honor the Confederate gen-
eral in 1912. 

But following the wave of calls 
nationwide to remove similar mon-
uments that celebrate the country’s 
history of slavery, El-Yateem and 
others jumped on board to demand 
the removal of Lee’s plaque outside 
the church. The Episcopal Diocese 
of Long Island’s decision to remove 
something that memorializes a de-
fender of slavery is a step in the right 
direction, said El-Yateem. 

“I am grateful that our advocacy 
worked,” he said. “The Episcopal Di-
ocese of Long Island is on the right 
side of history by removing this 
symbol that venerates our history of 
slavery.”

But there’s still more to be done, 
according to a handful of Brooklyn 
pols, including Rep. Yvette Clarke 
(D–Flatbush) and Borough President 
Adams, who are calling on the U.S. 
Army to change street names inside 
the Fort Hamilton Army Base that 
honor Confederate leaders, such as 
General Lee Avenue and Stonewall 
Jackson Drive.   The push to change 

the names gained steam in 2015  af-
ter a racially motivated mass shoot-
ing in a church in Charleston, S.C., 
sparked a nationwide movement to 
remove Confederate flags and other 
memorials from public spaces. 

Back in June, members of Brook-
lyn’s congressional delegation, in-
cluding  Rep. Yvette Clarke, Rep. Jer-
rold Nadler, Rep. Nydia Velázquez, 
and Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, peti-
tioned the Department of the Army 
to change the names, but the Penta-
gon rebuffed the request.

In a July 20 letter to the delega-
tion, Army spokeswoman Diane 
Randon wrote that “After over a cen-
tury any effort to rename memorial-
izations on Fort Hamilton would be 
controversial and divisive.” 

Now, less than a week after one 
of the most controversial and divi-
sive incidents in the movement to 
remove Confederate memorializa-
tions, pressure is building anew on 
the Army over the street names.

 Gov. Cuomo wrote a letter to the 
acting secretary of the Army on 
Aug. 16 demanding the removal the 
street signs he called deeply rooted 
in racism. 

“Symbols of slavery and racism 
have no place in New York,” Cuomo 
wrote. 

On the same day, even Republi-
can mayoral candidate Assembyl-
woman Nicole Malliotakis (R–Bay 
Ridge) added her voice, to make a 
bipartisan call to change the street 
names.

Continued from cover 22

GENERALS
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To the editor, 
Enough is enough! Let Charlottes-

ville be the last hate march. America 
must be free of hate groups.

Neo Nazi Supremists, the Ku Klux 
Klan, Black Lives Matter, the Na-
tional Action Network and others 
like them are hate groups, regardless 
of their camouflage. They’re allowed 
to exist by a warped interpretation 
of the First Amendment. Is it logical 
to have laws against hate crimes, but 
not against hate groups? Surely, our 
lawmakers must have surmised that 
allowing hate groups to exist will un-
doubtedly lead to hate crimes and vi-
olence?

Ultimately, hate groups riot, 
and since the government knows as 
much, the logical conclusion must be 
that the government allows violence. 
Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley 
and Charlottesville Mayor Michael 
Signer were totally incompetent in 
their city’s preparation and handling 
of hate groups’ violence, while Bal-
timore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings 
Blake and Ferguson Mayor James 
Knowles tethered law enforcement 
in their respective cities and allowed 
hate groups to operate unabated; the 
latter with the blessing of the Obama 
Administration.

Our founding fathers did not want 
people to have the freedom to kill and 
to destroy, yet hate groups exist and 
government officials balk at a solu-
tion. Our legislative branch must de-
vise laws to stop hate groups in their 
tracks; the judicial branch must 
deem those laws Constitutional and 
the executive branch must enforce 
them. Our government must do their 
jobs: protect the citizenry and clarify 
logical interpretations of the Consti-
tution.

The announced planning of hate 
groups to march will likely cause 
violent clashes. Officials should pre-
dict violence and be ready with the 
National Guard and SWAT teams. 
After the initial violence, a New York 
Times online headline read: “Police 
Brace for More White Nationalist 
Rallies, but Have Few Options.”

Why do police have few options? 
Why are they tethered? Let me give 
lawmakers some advice: Disruption is 

the key. When these groups assemble 
and even spit on the sidewalk, arrest 
them and charge them with “spitting 
on the sidewalk,” but first, install “Do 
Not Expectorate On Sidewalk” signs 
to provide legal standing.

Disrupt the American Civil Lib-
erties Union by charging it with 
“depraved indifference toward vio-
lence,” and “interfering with law 
enforcements,” as starters. There 
is precedent. When the feds want a 
mafia criminal, they disrupt mafia 
activities — prostitution, gambling, 
drugs and the like — until they get 
what they want. Liberals disrupt 
campaigns of conservative candi-
dates until those candidates drop 
out. The precedent is there, use it. In-
stead, we choose to fight hate groups 
with megaphones. As the late Robin 
Williams would say “Stop…or I’ll yell 
‘stop’ again.”

Charlottesville Mayor Michael 
Signer is an activist himself who has 
called for the defiance of established 
laws; in other words, he prefers a law-
less state, and, mind-bogglingly, vot-
ers put him in office. Well … you got 
your lawlessness, Mr. Mayor. How do 
you like it?

I do not suggest that Mayor Signer 
be blamed directly for the Charlottes-
ville deaths, no more than I suggest 
that our Mayor DeBlasio be blamed 
directly for the deaths of three New 
York Police Department officers, but 
their misguided liberal philosophy 
created the atmosphere in which the 
violence occurred.

Be careful what you vote for; you 
might get it. Elio Valenti

Brooklyn

To the editor, 
As many people in the commu-

nity, I often ride the B82, a bus which 
serves close to 30,000 people per day 
on average (the weekday average 
was 27,959 last year, to be exact). It’s 
a bus with enormous delays, insane 
crowds, painful bus bunching, and 
one that forced me many times to just 
take the subway instead.

Thankfully the DOT and the MTA 
are willing to change that. They are 
willing to create a B82 SBS, which 
stands for select bus service. That 
would create a bus with three doors, 
more room, running on a special lane 
and where people purchase tickets 
in advance. In short, the SBS would 
tackle the issues of crowds, delays 
and traffic more effectively. The DOT 
has a specific plan for this, which was 

released and sent to the community 
boards, and they surveyed people in 
the area as well. The Select Bus Ser-
vice has had great results in places 
all around the city already and these 
SBSs have been successfully imple-
mented over the years in both the 
Bloomberg and DeBlasio adminis-
trations. The SBS is made around a 
concept of bus rapid transit which 
has been successfull all around the 
world.

However, some (not all, but some) 
local politicians and journalists are 
opposing it. One, Alan Maisel, op-
posed it because of a lost turn in Ca-
narsie. Which makes me ask: why 
does he have to oppose the whole bus 
instead of just calling the Depart-
ment of Transportation to come up 
with a compromise on that specific 
turn?

Others like Theresa Scavo (Com-
munity Board 15 chairwoman), Kal-
man Yager and Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch oppose it at the moment be-
cause of parking, which would be elim-
inated for the bus lane. They sadly ig-
nore that parking on most vulnerable 
streets would only be eliminated one 
ONE side of the street, and that park-
ing would be created on side streets, 
where available. The exchange would 
be very little parking lost for the fix-
ing of a broken bus route.

Now, as I noted before, not every-
one opposes it. City Council candi-
date Steve Saperstein tweeted his 
support, writing: “The B82 serves 
a diverse constituency and is aw-
ful right now. SBS plan cuts travel 
times, supports our local businesses 
and frees up congestion for seniors, 
students, and working class commut-
ers.” That was not all, though. He also 
noted “pending review of the final 
plan with street re-design.” Which is 
exactly how it should be! 

When the Department of Trans-
portation and the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority want to 
help the community and create a 
great bus, instead of blindly oppos-
ing it because of a turn or parking 
being changed, why not actually talk 
with the DOT and MTA and figure 
out a good compromise for the final 
plan? That is the way things should 
go. I talked to a person who said that 
Kings Highway simply wasn’t ready 
for a normal bus. But that’s just not 
right. How come Queens, Manhat-
tan, the Bronx, and Staten Island 
can all get normal buses but South 
Brooklyn can’t? Why should we belit-
tle ourselves and settle for less?

Yes, Kings Highway and the peo-
ple of South Brooklyn deserve a nor-
mal bus! Yes, issues can be resolved 
and discussed with the Department 
of Transportation and obstruction is 
not the answer when the city actually 
wants to help.

Julianne Cuba from the Brooklyn 
Daily described the Select Bus Ser-
vice as “Reject Bus Service.” I would 
urge her to get on the B82, look these 
elderly people and children in the 
eyes and say these same words out 
loud.

We have an opportunity here to 
help thousands of daily riders, out 
of them many elderly and younger 
students. Why not take advantage of 
that, bring the community together 
with the Department of Transporta-
tion and resolve the issues and come 
together in support of a better and 
brighter bus for our neighborhood? 
It shouldn’t be that difficult. We’re 
South Brooklyn. We’re not incompe-
tent fools. We’re people who want to 
help improve life for everyone. Here’s 
a chance. Let’s do it.

Note: I contacted Chaim Deutsch 
and he considered to take a look 
at the plan again. Kalman Yager 
tweeted me that he believes traffic 
would be created with the SBS. The 
SBS, however, cuts traffic because 
the bus won’t have to compete with 
other cars and trucks. I sent him a 
detailed plan as well. He hasn’t re-
sponded to that. Please also note that 
I like and respect Councilman Mai-
sel, Deutsch and Chairwoman Scavo 
and Mr. Yager and Ms. Cuba. I just 
have disagreements on their current 
positions and would love to see them 
come around on this project.

Martin Samoylov
Midwood

To the editor,
The dumbest thing the Metropol-

itan Transit Authority decided sev-
eral years ago was to remove trash 
cans from subway platforms. Now 
you see people leave trash by benches 
or throw it on the tracks.

Now the geniuses at the MTA want  
to remove the seats in subway cars. 
Welcome to the new subway where 
we will put you into cars until there 
is no more room so you have to stand 
up. Can’t move; boy, this sounds fa-
miliar (Nazi Germany 1941–44). Cat-
tle cars for Jews and other undesir-
ables. Who thought of this one?

Arnold Fine
Marine Park
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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ust stop it now. You can’t change 
the past by knocking down a 
statue. You can’t erase the past 

just because you don’t like it. 
All of these folks want to change 

history. Why? Because it doesn’t jibe 
with what makes them happy. Tough 
toodles folks — what was was, ain’t no 
changing that.

I think Malcolm X was a thug who 
incited violence, yet there are streets, 
parks, and schools honoring him.

Why should he be honored? I say, 
let’s rename those streets, parks, and 
schools to set the record straight. You 
can’t partially sanitize the past — it’s 
all or nothing — across the board. 

And no — absolutely not — Presi-
dent Trump is no more responsible 
for the Charlottesville riots than for-
mer president Obama was responsi-
ble for the rioting in Ferguson, Mo.

Violence happens because we have 
devolved into a nation of spoiled chil-
dren stamping and throwing hissy fits 
to get their way. We no longer respect 
each other in this country  — now it 

is only name calling and temper tan-
trums. 

And is it any wonder? 
For the past eight years, all this 

country experienced was a president 
who divided us, never preached unity 
and only fanned the flames of racism. 
Never once do I remember Obama 
standing up for a unified nation. 

Not for Nuthin,™ but if you want 
to point a finger, point it at the former 
president. Don’t forget to add the sore-
losing Dems who want to deflect from 
their own incompetence and crimi-
nality by continually selling false 
narratives and wasting our time and 
money on ridiculous investigations, 
the Republicans who don’t like Trump 
because he doesn’t play their game in 
the sand box, and a biased media that 
perpetrates divisiveness all for the 
purpose of selling a page. 

On a lighter note, vacation was 
wonderful, and yes, “Sharknado 5: 
Global Swarming” was chock full of 
silliness, even though Steve Gutten-
berg wasn’t in it. I can hardly wait for 
“Sharknado 6: Back to the Sharks.” 
After all, Fin has April’s head, what 
more could a man want? 

Follow me on Twitter @JDelBuono.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

e are getting an early 
dose of fall breezes in 
August even though we 

are entering the dog days of 
summer now.

Life seems to change dras-
tically the day after Labor Day 
each year. Work gets busier, 
more people are around to 
take meetings, the fall culture 
calendar heats up, school kids 
dot the subways — the whole 
pulse of the city quickens.

But for the next three weeks 
we can still enjoy the relative 
quiet on our streets, late sum-
mer barbecues and the ability 
to still don T-shirts and san-
dals on the weekend.

But for me, this late August 
is largely focused on getting 
two of my children ready for 
their freshman year in college 
— a huge milestone for them 
and a large adjustment for me.

My youngest daughter and 
my stepdaughter are about to 
decamp for the pretty cam-
puses of upstate New York 
and for an exciting academic 
and social adventure. They 
are about to experience one 
of great American traditions: 
four years of learning, study-

ing, socializing, and forming 
lifelong bonds. I envy them.

It was 37 years ago that my 
parents drove me upstate to 
the same school my daughter 
will attend. Unlike her, I had 
not really visited many col-
lege campuses and the new 
experience being away from 

home was quite a shock to my 
system.

But the discomforts of 
sharing a small room and put-
ting up with noise at all hours 
of the night was totally worth 
the academic stimulation that 
animated my days in class and 
evenings at the library.

Could hypnosis be a useful 
tool in eliciting eyewitness ac-
counts in criminal investiga-
tions? Was Jonathan Swift’s 
“Modest Proposal” to eat our 
young an effective use of irony 
to comment on society’s ills?

What happens when we 
sleep and what value do 
dreams have in psychother-
apy? If Robert Kennedy re-
viewed Jack Kerouac’s “On 
the Road,” what would he say?

These were the provocative 
questions I was asked to write 
about as an eager 18-year-old 
still trying to figure out what 
my life path would be. At the 
time, they seemed like eso-
teric questions; why would I 
ever have to think about an 
author’s use of irony or pon-
der what goes on biologically 
when we sleep?

But today, every one of 

these important questions 
make sense to me. They forced 
me to think deeply about 
things I would never have 
given a moment of thought 
to otherwise. It forced me to 
write persuasively and pas-
sionately about topics that 
may have been arcane and out 
of my wheelhouse. They chal-
lenged me to question long-
held assumptions and push 
back at received wisdom from 
my family and my friends.

Almost four decades since 
I first started my college jour-
ney, I am still using the skills 
I built there each day. When I 
write — at work or for my reg-
ular columns — I think of how 
my professors would rate my 
writing for content and style. 
Have I clearly stated my the-
sis, have I given enough detail 
and does my conclusion make 
sense? 

I recall that even in the 
1980s, the price of tuition 
seemed quite steep, and I had 
to take out loans to fund my 
education. It took me 10 years 
after graduate school to repay 
them. Every month I wrote 
my rent check and then an-

other $350 repayment for the 
loan. Initially, I thought, this 
isn’t fair. I didn’t recognize 
the value I had received until 
years later when I was well 
into my career as a journalist 
and publisher. Today, I believe 
that those four years of expen-
sive tuition were the best in-
vestment I ever made.

But now it isn’t about me 
and my long-ago education — 
it’s about my kids and their fu-
ture. Tuition has skyrocketed 
astronomically since my time, 
but now I have the wisdom to 
realize that this is the best gift 
my children can ever receive 
— a strong college education 
that will set them up for life.

Driving upstate this week-
end, with a car packed with 
clothes and supplies, I’ll be 
the guy with a big smile on my 
face — it’s time for college and 
I get to appreciate it for a sec-
ond go-round.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



COURIER LIFE, AUG. 18–24, 201744    B GM BR

Cops won’t close fatal hit-and-run case, 
keeping evidence concealed from public

BY LAUREN GILL
Police will not charge the 
 driver of a commercial gar-
bage truck who hit and killed 
a cyclist in Greenpoint on 
July 22 then left the scene , 
but still have not closed the 
case — a move that keeps evi-
dence secret, potentially un-
til the controversy surround-
ing the death blows over.

Five separate police 
spokespeople told the Park 
Slope Courier on Aug. 11 that 
no criminal charges are be-
ing made against the male 
motorist who killed 27-year-
old Neftaly Ramirez because 
a three-week investigation 
found the driver didn’t know 
he hit the bike rider, but then 
said the probe is ongoing and 
refused to say what evidence 
is necessary to close the case 
— a tactic that keeps the pub-
lic from accessing the crash 
investigation report, which 
would shed light on what hap-
pened, according to experts.

“You don’t make a deter-
mination and then say it’s on-
going,” said attorney Adam 
White, who represents in-
jured cyclists and pedestri-
ans. “It’s the epitome of stu-
pidity and arrogance. They’ve 
made up their minds, but to 
block any scrutiny, they say 
the investigation is ongoing, 
which blocks journalists and 
family members from obtain-
ing the crash investigation 
report. By saying it’s not com-
plete and dragging things on 
for six months or a year, the 
smoke clears and the case 
gets old. People forget.”

Cops have been looking 
into whether the driver —  an 
employee of private trash col-
lector Action Carting  — knew 
he hit Ramirez, who was ped-
aling home from work at Pau-
lie Gee’s pizzeria on Frank-
lin Street when the motorist 
made a right turn onto Noble 
Street and struck him.

But an NYPD rep said po-

lice determined that the driver 
didn’t know he hit the cyclist, 
claiming it’s impossible to con-
vict him of a crime he had no 
idea he committed, especially 
since he was operating a mas-
sive garbage truck.

“You need probable cause 
to arrest someone. If some-
one hits someone and it’s a 
big gigantic garbage truck 
and they don’t know they hit 
him, you can’t charge some-
one with a crime,” said Lieu-
tenant John Grimpel.

There is no video of the 
actual collision, according 
to Grimpel, who said cops 
talked to the driver and his 
colleague who allegedly was 
in the passenger seat at the 

time of the crash, but refused 
to say what the decision not 
to press charges is based on.

He then refused to clar-
ify what is keeping the case 
open, saying they don’t close 
in 24 hours — despite the 
probe being active for weeks.

Another legal expert said 
cops often get everything 
needed to convict someone in 
one to two days and may fi nd 
new corroborating evidence, 
such as interviews with 911 
callers, a few weeks later, but 
anything that would make a 
big difference is rarely found 
that far out.

“Most of the evidence they 
rely upon is usually collected 
within 24 to 48 hours, maybe 

a week or two,” said attorney 
Daniel Flanzig, who repre-
sents cyclists and pedestri-
ans across the city. “I can’t 
imagine what they’re going 
to recover that they haven’t 
recovered already. I never 
see developments later on 
that they didn’t have before.”

Police typically keep a 
case open to make it appear 
as if there’s still a chance 
charges can be brought, he 
said.

“To satisfy journalists 
and the public they keep 
their fi les open for six to 12 
months,” said Flanzig.

Both attorneys said au-
thorities at the very least 
could issue the driver a 

summons for not yielding 
to Ramirez while making 
his right turn, but another 
police spokesman said the 
driver wasn’t guilty of violat-
ing that law.

“That’s not what the in-
vestigation is showing,” said 
Detective Ahmed Nasser.

But cops often don’t put ef-
fort into probing cyclist and 
pedestrian fatalities because 
it’s easy to let suspects off 
when their victims are dead, 
according to White, who said 
it’s not uncommon for tapes 
of 911 calls and interviews 
with witnesses at the scene 
to go missing.

“Nine times out of 10 the 
police just fi gure it’s the driv-
er’s word against a dead per-
son’s,” he said. “Why do they 
do this? It’s easy, they’re lazy, 
they’re prejudiced — I don’t 
know. It’s not a priority for 
them. They don’t think of it 
as a crime and they do a half-
assed investigation.”

The District Attorney’s 
offi ce is also responsible for 
conducting a separate inves-
tigation, but usually relies on 
police reports instead of do-
ing its own work, said White.

“It seems to me the DA’s of-
fi ce relies entirely too much 
upon the police making the 
assessment whether there’s 
any criminality,” he said.

A rep for the District At-
torney’s offi ce refused to 
comment on the details of the 
case and said it will be closed 
“when all investigatory av-
enues have been concluded 
and a fi nal conclusion has 
been reached.”

He refused to say which 
other avenues are currently 
being explored.

Police are also refusing 
to release the name of the 
driver, claiming it is against 
policy to identify persons of 
interest before an arrest is 
made, despite having  named 
suspects  of past  ongoing 
investigations  numerous 
 times .

Flanzig said it’s uncom-
mon for cops to reverse their 
decision and decide to press 
charges, but that it has hap-
pened when police are pres-
sured to hold someone ac-
countable.

“It tends to be political 
pressure or journalists put-
ting pressure on the NYPD 
when they turn around and 
make the charges,” he said.

TRAGEDY: Police survey the scene in Greenpoint where Neftaly Ramirez was hit and killed by a garbage truck 
driver.  Photo by Mark Mellone

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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By Colin Mixson

Talk about an all knight-er! 
A band of armor-plated, axe-

wielding athletes will assault 
each other for charity at the Ninth Street 
American Legion post on Aug. 26, where 
blood will be spilled and sparks will liter-
ally fly for the benefit of wounded combat 
veterans, according to one fighter. 

“You really can feel people smashing 
and crushing against each other, and smell 
what happens when sparks fly off a hel-
met because someone hit it with a sword,” 
said Damion DiGrazia, president of the 
New York City chapter of the Armored 
Combat League.

Considered a “combat sport,” fights 
in Armored Combat League are bru-

tal, full-contact slugfests waged between 
two or more combatants wielding blunted 
swords, axes, and other medieval bat-
tle instruments, usually with the goal of 
either landing the most blows or hurling 
their opponents to the ground.

In lieu of padding, fighters don 
70-pound suits of steel-plate armor, which, 
in addition to being historically accurate, 
are also the only things separating an 
Combat League match from good old-
fashioned murder, according to DiGrazia.

“You don’t wear a helmet in this sport, 
you’re going to die,” DiGrazia said.

But that does not mean contestants are 
spared from injury. It is not uncommon 
fighters to leave the arena short a finger 
or two, DiGrazia explained.

“You’re always coming out black 
and blue, that’s the nature of the game,” 
DiGrazia said. “But sometimes things go 
wrong, and you come out with staples in 
your head, or your fingers get cut off.”

The Saturday event will raise cash for 
wounded veterans, but it is possible that 
those in the audience could receive their 
own injuries. All it takes is the slip of a 
finger to send a morning star soaring into 
the crowd. 

“I’ve seen axes fly out of peoples’ 
hands and literally fly past a reporter’s 
head,” DiGrazia said. “I remember think-
ing, ‘Jeez, that was lucky.’ ” 

Armored Combat League will host 
the event in partnership with Victory Pro 
Wrestling, although it seems unlikely that 

the burly wrestlers will step into the ring 
with DiGrazia and his steel-clad knights. 

“They’re big guys, but we have big guys 
too, and our big guys are wearing armor 
and carrying weapons,” DiGrazia said.

The event, which is being held to 
benefit disabled servicemen and women 
through Combat Wounded Veterans of 
America, will also feature booze, face 
paintings for the kids, a magic act, and 
raffles with a chance to win sports memo-
rabilia.

Watch armored maniacs attack each 
other for charity at Rawley American 
Legion Post [193 Ninth St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
788–3499]. Aug. 26. Event runs 2–10 pm; 
Combat League 4–6:30 pm. Free.

Armored combat group raises cash for vets

The good fight
Axe men: Armored Combat League fighters Romario Prendaj, 
left, and Thomas Petrone practice in padded outfits at the New 
York City chapter’s Manhattan gym. Fully armored members will 
do battle in Park Slope on Aug. 26. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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By Lauren Gill

Call it confusing comedy cho-
reography.

A Brooklyn comedy dance 
crew will screen its bizarre new 
movie “Snowy Bing Bongs Across 
the North Star Combat Zone” at 
Nitehawk Cinema on Aug. 22, as part 
of the week-long Brooklyn Comedy 
Film Festival. The 40-minute film is 
so out there that audiences have told 
the creators they don’t know quite 
what’s going on — but that is not 
a complaint, according to one dancer.

“It’s a gorgeous absurdist dance 
movie we’re proud of,” said Sunset 
Park resident Sunita Mani, a member 
of the Cocoon Central Dance Team. 
“It’s such a fun experience, we hear 
from people, ‘I don’t know what I’m 
watching, we love it and I’m laughing 
the whole time.’ ”

The movie loosely follows the trio 
of dancers on their quest for fame, 
as they use beach balls to defeat 
their enemies. The group, which has 
released many short dance films on 
Youtube, came up with the concept 
after Mani broke her foot. The injury 
forced them to come up with a sto-
ryline in which it made sense for 
her to be immobile — and also chal-
lenged the dancers to speak in their 
performances for the first time. 

“It was good in a way. It was bad 
that Sunita was injured, but what it 
made us do was crack open the way 
we were performing,” said Cocoon 
member Tallie Medel, who lives in 
Queens. “Losing one dance member’s 
mobility made us speak on stage.”

But there is still plenty of dancing 

—  the movie includes many small 
routines from the troupe’s old per-
formances, alongside new numbers 
made up especially for the movie. All 
of the choreography helps advance 
the plot of dancers wanting to make 
it big, according to the final member 
of the group. 

“They all comment on the struggle 
of wishing to be seen and wanting 
this thing,” said Eleanore Pienta.

All of the dances are performed 
to original music commissioned for 
the film. 

The Nitehawk show on Aug. 22 
will also feature a performance from 
the Cocoon troupe, along with stand-
up routines from three comedians to 
round out the night. The three ladies 

are pumped to unleash their film for 
a comedy crowd, and hope audiences 
will come with an open mind, accord-
ing to Mani. 

“All we ask is for you to go on the 
ride with us,” she said.

The Brooklyn Comedy Film, 
which will also screen the reality 
show parody “Sex House” on Aug. 
21, and a collection of short films 
on Aug. 26–27, is part of the larger 
Brooklyn Comedy Festival happen-
ing across the borough.  

“Snowy Bing Bongs Across the 
North Star Combat Zone” at Nitehawk 
Cinema (136 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Berry Street in Williamsburg, www.
nitehawkcinema.com). Aug. 22 at 7:30 
pm. $16.

By Bill Roundy

They’ve got to be joking!
The annual Brooklyn 

Comedy Festival, running 
Aug. 21–27, features stand-up, com-
edy films, and panel talks all over 
the borough. For those who may 
be overwhelmed by the options, we 
have picked a few highlights that you 
should seek out.

Purse first
Kicking off the week-long fes-

tival is Bob the Drag Queen, the 
fierce, funny winner of the eighth 
season of “RuPaul’s Drag Race.” 
The royal reality star will headline 
the stand-up showcase “Queen for 
the People,” along with Brooklyn 
drag princesses Alotta McGriddles, 
Lady Bearica Andrews, and Sandy 
Devastation, among others. 

Bob the Drag Queen at the 

Knitting Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Havemeyer and N. 
Fourth streets in Williamsburg, (347) 
529–6696, bk.knittingfactory.com]. 
Aug. 21 at 7:30 pm and 10:30 pm. $30 
($25 in advance). 

Infernal affair
The second-greatest prank the 

Devil ever pulled is the Black 
Metal Dialogues, a ridiculous email 
exchange between fictional Satanic 
metal band “Witch Taint” and an 
unsuspecting Norwegian record 
label. Comedian Dave Hill, who 
started it all, will read from the 
exchange alongside his corpse-
painted compatriot Phil Costello, 
and then stun the audience with 
a taste of the most evil music the 
world has ever known.

Witch Taint at Union Hall [702 
Union St. between Fifth and Sixth 

avenues in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400, unionhallny.com]. Aug. 24 at 8 
pm. $10 ($8 in advance).

By Alexandra Simon

This flick gives an 
old movie life after 
undeath.

A new animated horror 
film updates and upends a 
classic silent vampire movie 
to explore the immigrant 
experience in New York 
City. “NYsferatu: Symphony 
of a Century,” playing 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park 
on Sept. 7, gives the 1922 
German film “Nosferatu” a 
modern New York setting 
and a relatable blood-sucker. 
Its Italian-born creator spent 
three years drawing the film, 
but says that the recent immi-
gration restrictions suggested 
by the tweeter-in-chief have 
made the film resonate more 
than ever.

“My project never changed, 
but now that so many people 
today are afraid of Trump 
and what he’ll do — the proj-
ect really reflects that,” said 
Andrea Mastrovito.

The filmmaker and 
a team of animators drew 
the 65-minute black and 
white film over frames of 
“Nosferatu,” but replaced the 
original backgrounds with 
scenes in the modern-day 
Big Apple. In this version, 
the vampire Count Orlock 
travels from Syria to New 
York City, carrying his coffin 
through Washington Square 
Park while he searches for a 
place to stay. 

The silent film relied on 
title cards to convey dialogue, 
but Mastrovito rewrote the 
script to portray the city as 
a dog-eat-dog world, filled 
with struggles that newcom-
ers must confront.

“It’s a dystopia,” he said. 
“I don’t see the city this way, 
but the whole movie is a 
quest for freedom and every-
one finds it different — kind 
of like a vampire sucking the 
life out of you.”

The film was informed 
by discussions with recent 
immigrants and English lan-
guage learners, as well as 
by the songs of metal band 
Metallica, which helped 
Mastrovita come up with the 
tone of his film.

“They were a very big 
source of my inspiration 
because music is a very 
important in a silent movie,” 
he said. “The feeling of the 
movie is very similar to a 
metal song.”

The original film ends — 
spoiler alert for a 95-year-old 
movie — with the Count being 
destroyed. But the movie’s 
more sympathetic portrayal 
of the character gives the 
ending a somber note, which 
encourages the audience to 
think more deeply about the 
film, said Mastrovita.

“For a lot of people I know 
the movie is quite sad, but you 
have to find the flowers from 
the bad things in life, and 
you have to take a look at the 
movie to see that the shadow 
wasn’t the real enemy,” he 
said. 

“NYsferatu” at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Harbor View 
Lawn, Pier 1 [enter at Furman 
Street and Old Fulton Street in 
Dumbo, www.nysferatu.org]. 
Sept. 7 at 7:30 pm. Free.

In Sunset Park [Fifth 
Avenue between 41st and 44th 
streets in Sunset Park. Sept. 9 
at 7:30 pm. Free.

Laugh lines

BIZARRE BALLET

The cold never bothered them, anyway: “Snowy Bing Bongs Across the North Star 
Combat Zone” takes place in a bizarre snowy landscape. Genevieve Jacobson

Back in black (and white): The animated film “NYsferatu,” screening 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park on Sept. 7, retells a classic horror story with 
a modern-day twist. Andrea Mastrovito

Yaaas queen: Bob the Drag Queen will 
open the Brooklyn Comedy Festival with a 
show at the Knitting Factory on Aug. 21.

Suck city
Movie has old vampire 
immigrate to New York 

Dance troupe makes a freaky film

Continued on page 53
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, AUG 18
SPORTS, WWE MEET 

AND GREETS: $125. 1 
pm, 3 pm, and 6:30 pm.

SAT, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE MEET 

AND GREETS: $125. 
10 am, 12:30 pm, and 
3 pm.

SAT, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER: $$25–
$220. 7:15 pm.

SUN, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $600. 6:30 pm.

MON, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $45–$240. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, AUG 22
SPORTS, WWE SMACK-

DOWN LIVE: $25–$160. 
7:45 pm.

MON, SEPT 11
MUSIC, ROGER WATERS: 

$55–$605. 8 pm.

TUE, SEPT 12
MUSIC, ROGER WATERS: 

$55–$605. 8 pm.

SAT, SEPT 16
SPORTS, ELECTRONIC 

SPORTS LEAGUE ONE 
NEW YORK: $45. 10 
am.

SUN, SEPT 17
SPORTS, ELECTRONIC 

SPORTS LEAGUE ONE 
NEW YORK: $45. 10 
am.

TUE, SEPT 19
MUSIC, PAUL MCCART-

NEY: $175–$350. 8 pm.

WED, SEPT 20
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PHILADEL-
PHIA FLYERS PRE-SEA-
SON: $22–$105. 7 pm.

THU, SEPT 21
MUSIC, PAUL MCCART-

NEY: $42–$350. 8 pm.

MON, SEPT 25
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V NEW JER-
SEY DEVILS PRE-SEA-
SON: $22–$105. 7 pm.

FRI, SEPT 29
MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: 

Sold out. 7:30 pm.

SAT, SEPT 30
MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: 

Sold out. 7:30 pm.

SUN, OCT 1
MUSIC, ED SHEERAN: 

Sold out. 7:30 pm.

WED, OCT 4
MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: 

$160–$1,200. 8 pm.

THU, OCT 5
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V MIAMI HEAT 
PRE-SEASON: $tba. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, OCT 7
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V BUFFALO 
SABRES: $tba. 7 pm.

SUN, OCT 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V NEW YORK 
KNICKS PRE-SEASON: 
$tba. 7:30 pm.

MON, OCT 9
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V ST LOUIS 
BLUES: $tba. 1 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

A screening of the fi lm 
about a wrongful convic-
tion in Brooklyn, as part 
of “Coney Island Flicks on 
the Beach.” Free. 7 pm. 
(West 12th Street and 
Riegelmann Boardwalk in 
Coney Island), www.coney-
islandfunguide.com. 

COMEDY, NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedy favorite Wyatt 
Cenac, this weekly show 
features comedy from the 
best local and interna-
tional stand up comedians, 
and the occasional special 
guest appearances by mu-
sicians and local celebri-
ties. $8 ($5 in advance). 8 
pm. Littlefi eld (635 Sackett 
St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

MUSIC, OLD CROW MEDI-
CINE SHOW, JOSHUA 
HEDLEY: $40 ($35 in 
advance). 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Steel (319 Frost St. at 
Debevoise Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg), www.bowery-
presents.com/brooklyn-
steel. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Jeffrey Joseph, 
Ariel Elias, Ana Fabrega, 
and Michelle Buteau. Free. 
8 pm. Friends and Lovers 
(641 Classon Ave. between 
Dean and Pacifi c streets 
in Crown Heights), www.
fnlbk.com. 

TOTALLY ’90S TRIVIA, SCIFI 
EDITION: A free night of 
nerdy, nostalgic fun, with 
a screening of “Galaxy 
Quest” starting at 7 pm. 
Free. 9 pm. The Way Sta-
tion [683 Washington Ave. 
between St. Marks Av-
enue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

TUES, AUG. 22
CONEY ISLAND SIDE-

SHOW SCHOOL: Learn 
the ancient and some-
times deadly secrets of 
the sideshow, including 
how to walk on glass, eat 
and breathe fi re, swallow 
swords, and hammer nails 
into your face. 9 am–3 pm. 
$1,250. Coney Island USA 
[1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.co-
neyisland.com. 

THEATER, “MACBETH”: New 
York Classical Theatre per-
forms a panoramic produc-
tion of the Shakespeare 
classic that will sending the 
audience scrambling after 
the witches and Scottish 
armies. Free. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Bridge Park, Pier One 
[Old Fulton Street at Fur-
man Street in Dumbo, (718) 
222–9939], www.newyork-
classical.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. HUDSON 
VALLEY RENEGADES: 
$10. 7 pm. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

FOOD TRIVIA NIGHT: Test 
your knowledge of cuisine 
and cocktails at the Mu-
seum of Food and Drink. 
Tickets include admission 
to the exhibit “Chow:, 
three drink tickets, and 

FRI, AUG. 18
THEATER, CONEY ISLAND 

CIRCUS SIDESHOW: 
Check out the traditional 
ten-in-one circus sideshow, 
with freaks, wonders, and 
human curiosities! Contin-
uous admission offered all 
day. $10 ($5 kids). 1–7 pm. 
Coney Island USA (1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street 
in Coney Island), www.co-
neyisland.com. 

FACE OF FIFTH AVENUE 
WEEKEND WALK: Enjoy 
live music, diverse din-
ing, original artwork, and 
children’s entertainment 
along Fifth Avenue, which 
will close to vehicle traffi c 
for the night. Free. 5–10 
pm. (Fifth Avenue between 
73rd and 84th streets in 
Bay Ridge), www.bayridge-
bid.com. 

THEATER, “CHECKS AND 
BALANCES, OR BOT-
TOMS UP!”: A young New 
York schoolgirl is galva-
nized into a community 
activist and together with 
key allies, learns to fi ght 
back against forces of tyr-
anny, prejudice, and hatred 
through satire, song and 
slapstick. Free. 6:30 pm. 
(Coney Island Boardwalk 
at W. 10th St. in Coney 
Island), www.theaterforth-
enewcity.net. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: Starting at 
$12. 6:40 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

MUSIC, JAZZY JAZZ FESTI-
VAL 2017: A weekly jazz 
tribute to the music of 
Lena Horne. Free. 7pm–
10pm. Medgar Evers Col-
lege [1638 Bedford Ave. 
at Crown Street in Crown 
Heights, (718) 270–5140]. 

NIGHTLIFE, THE CHAM-
PAGNE RIOT: The supper 
club celebrates vintage 
jazz, burlesque and vaude-
ville, starring Sydni De-
veraux, Evil Hate Monkey, 
and Jesse Gelber and the 
Rounders. $25 ($20 in ad-
vance). 8 pm and 10:30 pm. 
Guadalupe Inn [1 Knick-
erbocker Ave. at Johnson 
Avenue in Bushwick, (718) 
366–0500], guadalupein-
nbk.com. 

THEATER, “THE LITTLE 
MERMAID”: The Nar-
rows Community Theater 
presents its Summer Youth 
production of Disney’s ani-
mated movie. ID required 
to enter the base. $25 
($20 seniors and students; 
$15 kids 12 and younger). 
8 pm. Ft. Hamilton Army 
Base Theater [101st Street 
at Ft. Hamilton Parkway in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 482–3173], 
www.narrowscommuni-
tytheater.com. 

CONEY ISLAND FIRE-
WORKS: Watch the fi re-
works illuminate the sky at 
Coney Island Beach and 
Boardwalk. For the best 
view, locate yourself on 
the boardwalk or beach 
between West 10th Street 
and West 15th Street. Free. 
9:30 pm to 10 pm. Coney 
Island Boardwalk [West 
10th Street and West 
15th Street - Boardwalk in 
Coney Island, 311], www.
nycgovparks.org. 

SAT, AUG. 19
TOUR, BIKE TO THE BEACH: 

Take a bike tour through 
Prospect Park and then 
along the Ocean Parkway 
Bike path — the oldest 
in America — to Coney 
Island. $20. 10 am. Bartel-
Pritchard Square (15th 
Street at Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope), www.
bike.nyc. 

THEATER, CONEY ISLAND 
CIRCUS SIDESHOW: 1–7 
pm. See Friday, Aug. 18. 

MUSIC, MUSIC IN MOTION: 
Bargemusic presents a 
family concert of chamber 
music on its fl oating barge. 
The hour-long concert is 
followed by a discussion 
with the artists. Free. 4 
pm. Fulton Ferry Land-
ing (1 Water St. at Furman 
Street in Dumbo), www. 
bargemusic.org. 

KAYAKING: Paddle in the 
East River. Children under 
18 must be accompanied 
by an adult guardian. Free. 
10 am–3 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Boathouse 
(End of Pineapple St. and 
Furman Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.bbpboat-
house.org. 

EVENT, ANNUAL ARTI-
CHOKE PIZZA EATING 
CONTEST: The epic eating 
event will take place on 
an elevated stage in the 
street as part of Park Slope 
Fifth Avenue’s Summer 
Stroll. Free. 6:30 pm. (Fifth 
Avenue between Bergen 
Street and St. Marks Place 
in Park Slope), www.arti-
chokepizza.com. 

COMEDY, TINDER LIVE!: A 
totally improvised, any-
thing-can-happen, interac-
tive comedy showstopper 
with helpful and ridiculous 
Tinder tips, tricks, real-
time swiping, and messag-
ing. $15. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “THE LITTLE 
MERMAID”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Aug. 18. 

SUN, AUG. 20
DOWN TO EARTH FARM-

ER’S MARKET: The annual 
farmer’s market returns! 
Browse the wares of local 
vendors, including sea-
sonal fruits and veggies, 
speciality foods, prepared 
foods, beverages, eggs, 
honey, milk, baked goods, 
and more. Free. 10 am–4 
pm. The Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–
3195], theoldstonehouse.
org. 

ART, CONEY ISLAND SAND 
SCULPTING CONTEST: A 
free, family-friendly event 
open to amateurs and 
semi-professional sand 
sculpting artists of all ages! 
You’ll be amazed what can 
be made on the beach out 
of Coney’s very own sand. 
Free. Noon–4 pm. (Surf 
Avenue at W. 11th Street in 
Coney Island), www.luna-
parknyc.com. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The crooner pays tribute 
to Elvis Presley, who sailed 
from the Brooklyn Army 
Terminal on Sept. 22, 1958. 
Free. 1–4 pm. The Brook-
lyn Firefl y [7003 Third Ave 
between Ovington Avenue 
and 73rd Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 833–5000], 
www.thebrooklynfi refl y.
com. 

KAYAK POLO: These games 
are open to the public and 
totally free! Your level of 
experience doesn’t mat-
ter, and nothing will im-
prove your kayaking skills 
as quickly as playing this 
game. Free with admis-
sion to the museum. 12:30 
pm–1:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Boathouse 
(End of Pineapple St. and 
Furman Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.bbpboat-
house.org. 

“THE LITTLE MERMAID”: 2 
pm. See Friday, Aug. 18. 

MON, AUG. 21
THEATER, CONEY ISLAND 

CIRCUS SIDESHOW: 1–7 
pm. See Friday, Aug. 18. 

FILM, “CROWN HEIGHTS”: Continued on page 53

Featured creature: Head to the 27th annual Coney Island Sand 
Sculpting Contest on Aug. 19 and marvel at the sandy cre-
ations, such as this “Creature from the Black Lagoon,” which 
won first place last year. Registration is free if you want to 
join in! Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Go ahead, he can take it: Roman Reigns, right, will battle 
Samoa Joe at the WWE Monday Night Raw headline match at 
Barclays Center on Aug. 21. Associated Press / Jae S. Lee
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Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“You Should Have Left” 
by Daniel Kehlmann

“You Should Have Left” is a 
brief but alarming chronicle of one 
writer’s emotional unraveling. 
The narrator, his wife, and small 
daughter have rented a cabin 
in the mountains of Germany, 
and this is the most innocent 
detail within Kehlmann’s 
eerie novel, which is trans-
lated from German. A large 
part of the story’s uncanny nature comes 
from its compressed form. In just 111 pages, psychic 
and physical landscapes begin to swerve and merge into 
and out of one another. The book will leave you feeling 
“strnage” — that is, strange and slightly misspelled, as 
if the book were a spell cast upon you, the reader. Don’t 
say I didn’t warn you.

— Melissa Hohl, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbook-
store.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Seventh Function of Language” 
by Laurent Binet

Laurent Binet’s latest novel 
opens with the untimely death 
of the theorist Roland Barthes, 
killed while crossing the street 
in a random traffic accident. Or 
is it not so random after all? In 
a nod to the satires of Umberto 
Eco, Binet turns the French 
academic scene of the late 
20th century into the setting 
of a murder mystery, with Derrida 
and Foucault squaring off against a wise-cracking 
police inspector. Full of strange conspiracies, political 
espionage, and bracing wit, the twists and turns of this 
novel arrive at an alternate reality as engaging and 
comically absurd as anything to emerge from the pen 
of a post-structuralist professor.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick: “Since We Fell” by 
Dennis Lehane

In Lehane’s new thriller, an 
esteemed reporter suffers an on-
screen meltdown while corre-
sponding from Haiti, tanking 
her career and reducing her life 
to nothing but loneliness, anxi-
ety, and regret. One night, a 
charming gentleman from her 
past unexpectedly swoops 
back into her life, kicking 
off a sequence of dizzying plot 
twists a la “Breaking Bad.” This taut, suspense-
ful ride will keep you guessing until the final page.

— Seth Cockfield, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbook-
stores.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
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By Julianne Cuba

It is never too early for St. Patrick’s 
Day!

Local Irish music group the 
Canny Brothers Band will headline 
the Irish Night party in Shore Road 
Park on Aug. 23 — almost seven 
months before Bay Ridge’s biggest 
annual parade. One of the three sib-
lings in the band says that the cel-
ebrating the luck of the Irish should 
not be reserved for March — it can 
be a 365-day party.

“St. Patrick’s is really a year-
round type of thing. Irish festivals 
are year-round, and all over the coun-
try. There’s really no time frame for 
Irish music festivals,” said Stephen 
Canny, who plays the bass and banjo, 
although he noted: “Of course, March 
is the busiest.”

The three Canny siblings — 
Stephen, Thomas, and Michael — 
grew up in Dyker Heights, and they 
first fell in love with the traditional 
tunes of the Emerald Isle as kids, 
when their dad would play the tunes 
for them. And about 15 years ago, the 
trio of self-taught musicians decided 
to pick up their banjos and guitars 
and start strumming along to the 
songs of their Gaelic ancestors, said 
Canny. 

“We grew up to my dad listen-
ing to Irish music play all the time, 
on records he had, and the radio,” 
he said. “It got us interested. We’ve 
always been fans of Irish music, but 
never considered playing it until we 
noticed there weren’t a lot of people 
doing it at the time. We figured it 

was kind of in our wheelhouse and 
gave it a try.”

The Canny kin got their cousin, 
Kevin Baynes, to play along on key-
boards, and recruited their childhood 
friend Keith Fallon to take the helm 
as lead singer. 

The six-piece band, including un-
Canny drummer Mick Bauer, plays 
classic Irish rebel and freedom songs, 
along with Celtic anthems and blue-
grass tunes, but they also play origi-
nal songs with more personal ties to 
the group. One of the band’s original 
compositions, “William O’Connor,” 
is about the brothers’ grandfather, 

who escaped from an Irish prison and 
immigrated to America, said Canny.

“It’s basically a story about him 
and what he went through coming to 
America,” he said. 

The Canny Brothers Band will 
join the Clann Eireann Irish Pipe 
Band at the free Irish Night party in 
Shore Road Park, and the Bay Ridge 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee 
will sell raffles and t-shirts to benefit 
the annual parade.

Irish Night on Shore Road Park 
(Shore Road at 79th Street in Bay 
Ridge, www.cannybrothersband.com). 
Aug. 23 at 7 pm. Free.

By Bill Roundy

This week we’ll put on our blue 
suede shoes and take a week-
end walk!

Start your weekend early this 
Friday with a delightful dairy stop 
at the Owl’s Head Wine Bar (479 
74th St. between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues) — its “cheesy hour” from 
3 pm to 5 pm will score you a spe-
cial wedge of cheese with each glass 
of wine you order. 

Once you’ve filled up on curds 
and wine, step outside to join the 
Fifth Avenue Weekend Walk (Fifth 
Avenue between 73rd and 84th 
streets). The thoroughfare will be 
closed to cars from 5 pm to 10 pm, 
with dining the street, entertainment 
for kids, and live music. We advise 
walking down to Schnitzel Haus 
(7319 Fifth Ave. between 73rd and 
74th streets) to catch Elvis imper-

sonator Lamar Peters, performing 
outside the bierhalle at 8 pm to 
honor the 40th anniversary of the 

King’s passing.
And on Sunday afternoon at 

Brooklyn Firefly (7003 Third 
Ave. at Ovington Avenue), crooner 
Martin McQuade will also pay trib-
ute to Pvt. Elvis Aaron Presley, who 
passed through the Brooklyn Army 
Terminal on his way to Germany 
almost 59 years ago. McQuade and 
piano player Jesse Gelber will per-
form a suite of songs recorded by 
the King during and immediately 
after his military service. The show 
starts at 1 pm.

And the music does not stop with 
the weekend! On Tuesday night, 
cruise over to Shore Road Park 
(Shore Road and 79th Street) for 
Irish Night — an early celebra-
tion of the Emerald Isle with the 
Canny Brothers band and the Clann 
Eireann Irish Pipe Band, starting 
at 7 pm.

Bay Ridge is all shook up

BAND O’ BROTHERS

Cheers!: The members of the Canny Brothers Band will ditch the pub for a night in order to 
perform at Shore Road Park on Aug. 23. Adrion Ramos

Family headlines Irish Night festival
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light snacks. $20. 7 pm. 
Museum of Food and Drink 
[62 Bayard St. between Lo-
rimer and Leonard streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 387–
2845], www.mofad.org. 

WED, AUG. 23
THEATER, “MACBETH”: 7 

pm. See Tuesday, Aug. 22. 
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES V. HUDSON 
VALLEY RENEGADES: 
$10. 7 pm. MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS 
YOU SHOULD KNOW: 
Mike Lebovitz hosts this 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase, with Liza Trey-
ger, Nimesh Patel, Matteo 
Lane, and more. $5. 9 pm. 
The Gutter [200 N. 14th St. 
between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 387–3585], 
www.thegutterbrooklyn.
com. 

THURS, AUG. 24
FILM, PUBLIC VOTE: De-

pending on how the pub-
lic votes, you can enjoy 
an outdoor screening of 
“Footloose,” “Dear White 
People,” or “Network.” 
Music and food vendors 
open at 6 pm, and the 
movie begins at sun-
down. Free. 6 pm. Habor 
View Lawn, Pier 1 (Furman 
Street at Old Fulton Street 
in Dumbo), www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

MUSIC, LOS CHANTAS 
TANGO: The tango band 
plays the Live at the 
Archway series. With a 
free tango class, and a 
pop-up art exhibit from 
Michael Muster. Free. 6 
pm. The Archway Under 
the Manhattan Bridge 
[Water Street between 
Adams Street and Anchor-
age Place in Dumbo, (718) 
237–8700], dumbo.is/live-
at-the-archway. 

ART, “BEING WELL” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: A group 
exhibit of work that asks 

Continued from page 51 what a utopian state of 
community health would 
look like. With a partici-
patory performance from 
Zoey Hart and tarot card 
readings. Free. 6–8 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES V. HUDSON VAL-
LEY RENEGADES: Starting 
at $12. 7 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

MUSIC, THE TEMPTATIONS, 
THE FOUR TOPS: Sing 
along to hits like “My Girl” 
and “Ain’t Too Proud To 
Beg” with the Motown 
superstars, who are joined 
by the Four Tops. Starting 
at $20. 8 pm. Coney Island 
Amphitheater (3052 W. 
21st St. at Surf Avenue in 
Coney Island), www.coney-
islandlive.com. 

COMEDY, BACKFAT VARI-
ETY: The monthly comedy 
teams up with the Brook-
lyn Comedy Festival to 
host Nore Davis, Casey 
James Salengo, Aimee 
Rose Ranger, and more. 
Free. 8:30 pm. 61 Local 
(61 Bergen St. between 
Smith and Court streets in 
Cobble Hill). 

OUTDOORS, JOURNEY TO 
THE STARS: The Amateur 
Astronomers Associa-
tion of New York sets up 
hi-powered telescopes 
for stargazing sessions, 
weather permitting. Free. 
8:30–10:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Pier One [Old 
Fulton Street at Furman 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 
222–9939], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

MUSIC, OXYMORRONS: $15 
($12 in advance). 9 pm. 
Rough Trade NYC [64 N. 
Ninth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–4111], 
www.roughtradenyc.com. 

FRI, AUG. 25
THEATER, “MACBETH”: 7 

pm. See Tuesday, Aug. 22. 

MUSIC, JAZZY JAZZ FES-
TIVAL 2017: 7–10pm. See 
Friday, Aug. 18. 

COMEDY, POSTMEN: 7:30 
pm. See Friday, Aug. 18. 

MUSIC, JAI WOLF: Phan-
toms, AOBeats. $30 ($25 
in advance). 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Steel (319 Frost St. at 
Debevoise Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg), www.bowery-
presents.com/brooklyn-
steel. 

MUSIC, THE FLAMIN’ 
GROOVIES: With Baby 
Shakes. $25 ($20 in ad-
vance). 9 pm. Rough Trade 
NYC [64 N. Ninth St. be-
tween Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

CONEY ISLAND FIRE-
WORKS: 9:30 pm to 10 
pm. See Friday, Aug. 18. 

SAT, AUG. 26
YOGA AT OWL’S HEAD 

PARK: Erica Ginger 
teaches a yoga class on the 
lawn, across from the bas-
ketball courts. Bring your 
own mat. $5 suggested 
donation. Noon. Owl’s 
Head Park [67th Street 
and Colonial Road in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748–9522], 
facebook.com/owlshead-
volunteers. 

BATTLE OF BROOKLYN: 
Mark the 241st anniversary 
of the Battle of Brook-
lyn with dance group 
Brooklyn Contra, festive 
music, storytellers, and 
music from duo Charming 
Disaster. $25 ($10 kids). 7 
pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

MUSIC, AFROPUNK FES-
TIVAL: A yearly celebra-
tion of music and art with 
performances from singer 
Macy Gray, Sampha, Dizee 
Rascal, and loads more. 
$45. 11 am. Commodore 
Barry Park (Flushing Av-
enue between Navy Street 
and N. Elliott Place in Fort 
Greene), www.afropunk-
fest.com/brooklyn. 

MUSIC, CHARLIEHIPHOP 
AND 3C: Free. 8:30 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
soundcloud.com/charlie-
hiphop-com. 

Laugh out doors
Get your comedy along with a fabulous 

look at the skyline at “Comic Views,” on 
the second-floor park of the William Vale 
Hotel. Former “Saturday Night Live” star 
Sasheer Zamata will host a night of stand-
up comedians, and between acts you can 
slip over to the Mister Dips food truck for 
burgers and beer.

Comic Views at the William Vale (111 N. 
12th St. at Wythe Avenue, www.bkcomedy-
festival.com). Aug. 24 at 9 pm. $15 ($10 in 
advance).

Kids and quips

Look parents, if you don’t teach your 
children about stand-up comedy, they’re 
just going to learn about it on the street. 
Avoid that fate by taking your funny 8- to 
13-year-old to today’s comedy workshop at 
the Brooklyn Superhero Supply Company, 
where the juvenile jokesters will learn how 
to write a mini-routine to perform at the 
end of the session. 

Kids’ Comedy Workshop at the Brooklyn 
Superhero Supply Company (372 Fifth Ave. 
between Fifth and Sixth streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 499–9884, www.bkcomedyfes-
tival.com. Aug. 25, 3 pm (performance for 
families at 5 pm). $25.

Continued from page 50 

COMEDY
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We call our office State-of-the-Art Dentistry because we keep our technology 
and techniques up-to-date to provide you the best experience possible. 
We accommodate families of all ages with strict sterilization techniques.

JOSEPH LICHTER, DDS
1420 Ave. P, 2nd Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11229 

(Between East 14th and 15th)

 Fri. 8am–2pm

718.339.7878
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bleaching

15% off 15% off

Hoops brings community together
BY LAURA AMATO

It’s not about the world — just 
the block.

Anika and Christian 
Waterman have spent their 
lives in Crown Heights, but 
it wasn’t until 2014 that the 
two found themselves face-to-
face with gun violence in the 
area. Christian was in Jackie 
Robinson Park one day that 
year when shots were fi red 
in the green space. He wasn’t 
injured, but from that day on 
the couple knew they had to 
do something about a grow-
ing problem in their neighbor-
hood.

Just weeks later, the Water-
mans organized the fi rst-ever 
“I Am Peace” basketball tour-
nament. On Aug. 13 they — 
and many of their neighbors 
— proudly held the fourth an-

nual installment of the event.
“It started because of all 

the rampant gun violence that 
was going on in our neigh-
borhood and at Jackie Robin-
son playground,” Anika said. 
“It was just a day of love and 
peace and basketball. It was 
just about the community and 
we turned the whole entire 
neighborhood into a mecca of 
peace. That’s what our goal 
was and always has been, even 
until this day.”

The response to the tour-
nament was immediate — 
with hundreds of members of 
the community turning out to 
the park and the playground 
to spend a few hours on the 
court. At the core of it all was 
basketball, a common interest 
for everyone involved — in-PLAYING FOR CHANGE: The fourth-annual I Am Peace basketball tournament was held in Crown Heights on 

Aug. 12, supporting positive change in the neighborhood.  24bucks

BY LAURA AMATO
They struggled to get an edge, 
but couldn’t.

The Cosmos fought hard 
in a back-and-forth match 
against FC Edmonton at 
Clarke Stadium on Aug. 11, 
but came away with a frus-
trating 1–1 draw. The New 
Yorkers would have relished 
an outright victory, but 
the one point they got was 
enough to give the squad con-
fi dence as it looks to climb in 
the standings during the Fall 
season.

“We had more mobil-

ity. We controlled the ball,” 
said Cosmos head coach Gio-
vanni Savarese. “At the end, 
[we got] a great goal by [Em-
manuel] Ledesma. I thought 
it was fantastic. Then [there 
was] a questionable call that 
maybe could have went our 
way.”

The Cosmos looked strong 
from the opening whistle, but 
FC Edmonton got the fi rst few 
good looks at net, including an 
eighth-minute shot that tested 
New York goalkeeper Jimmy 
Mauer.

The Cosmos turned the 

momentum quickly, taking 
advantage of a 14th-minute 
giveaway by Abdoulaye Di-
akité. The loose ball was 
pushed forward by Pablo 
Vranjicán, who dished off 
to Javi Márquez and drew a 
Cosmos corner.

The squad couldn’t con-
vert, however, and the home 
team continued to pressure 
Mauer and the Cosmos’s back 
line throughout the fi rst half. 
FC Edmonton fi nally broke 
the tie just moments before 
the break as Daryl Fordyce 

PUSH FOR POINTS: Emmanuel Ledesma’s second-half equalizer ensured 
the Cosmos grabbed a point on Aug. 11 as the squad drew 1–1 with FC 
Edmonton.  FC Edmonton

Continued on page 56

Continued on page 58

Cosmos draw in Edmonton 

• ‘We are much better at 
this point … than we 
were last year.’

• ‘It’s the one thing 
that’s always 
brought me joy.’

— LIU soccer star Brian Paredes believes team 
will have good season.

— Xaverian baseball standout Jared 
Lerner on his love of the sport.  
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BY LAURA AMATO
In the end, he decided, it’s 
all about baseball.

Xaverian rising senior 
Jared Lerner is a talented 
athlete, but it wasn’t until 
high school that decided to 
narrow his focus to a sin-
gle sport.

“When I got to high 
school I decided to pick 
baseball as my sport and 
just really focus on that,” 
the Clippers’ outfi eld 
standout said. “It’s the 
one thing that’s always 
brought me the most joy. I 
love playing.”

Lerner cemented that 
decision this summer, 
spending his vacation 
competing with the Mid-
ville Dodgers. At fi rst, 
he wasn’t sure Midville 
would be a good fi t; af-
ter all, the team consists 
mostly of Queens-based 
players, many of whom 
Lerner competes against 
during the school season. 
It didn’t take long, how-
ever, for Lerner to hit his 
stride, and come to ap-
preciate his summertime 
teammates.

“I thought it’d be weird, 
playing against all those 
kids that I’m sort of ene-
mies against in the school 
season, but it turned out 
to be great,” Lerner said. 
“These guys are some of 
my closest friends now. It’s 
really, really fun.”

Midville’s schedule 
also offers Lerner the op-
portunity to play baseball 
almost non-stop. He and 
the Dodgers have criss-
crossed the country this 
summer, just recently re-
turning from multi-day 

tournaments in Cincin-
nati and Philadelphia. 
It’s a change of pace from 
the school year, but one 
Lerner knows will only 
benefi t him in the future.

“It’s sort of been an 
eye-opening experience 
because it’s kind of how a 
college team would work,” 
Lerner said of his time 
with Midville. “You know, 
you’re traveling with the 
team, 12-hour bus rides 
and hotel rooms with your 
teammates.”

Of course, Lerner hoped 
for a bit more than fun 
this summer; he’d hit for a 
.326 average with 28 runs 
scored and a .995 fi elding 
percentage at Xaverian in 
the spring, but felt there 
was still plenty of room for 
improvement in his game.

“Over the school sea-
son I sort of struggled with 
inside pitching,” he said. 
“So this summer, I really 
wanted to make that a fo-
cal point of my game. I 
learned [with Midville] 
how to turn on a pitch and 
drive it up the line.”

Xaverian clinched a 
regular-season Brook-
lyn-Queens title last year, 
but came up short in its 
quest for a city champion-
ship. In his fi nal season 
with the Clippers, Lerner 
would like to help his high 
school squad achieve that 
goal.

“It’s been a really great 
summer,” said Lerner, 
who’s drawn interest from 
some Division II schools. 
“Last year I made second-
team All-Brooklyn, so this 
year I’m hoping to make 
all-city and win a title.”

Xaverian star uses summer 
league to improve skills

BY TROY MAURIELLO
He’s ready for history to repeat 
itself.

Long Island University se-
nior Brian Paredes was cap-
tain of his high-school soc-
cer team in Queens and, now, 
heading into his senior season 
with the Blackbirds, the stand-
out defender is set to step back 
into the leadership spotlight. 

But his path to this role — 
and his role on the fi eld itself 
— has changed a bit over the 
years.

Originally recruited as 
a midfi elder, starting in his 
sophomore season Paredes 
slowly transitioned into a de-
fender. He says that while the 
change was diffi cult at times, 
it has been mostly positive for 
both himself and the team.

“I realized that [defend-
ing] was my specialty, what I 
love doing, and that’s what the 
coaches saw, that I was a better 
defender,” Paredes said. “I’m 
open to criticism, so I take that 
and I move forward. I’ve been 
playing the centerback posi-
tion here and … I’ve handled it 
pretty well.”

This season, Paredes will 
get a chance draw on the ex-
perience he got as a leader at 
Newtown to hone his skills as 
an on-the-fi eld leader for the 
Blackbirds.

“In high school, coach put 
me in a position where I could 
lead the team … and now this 
year I kind of have a voice,” he 
said. “Last year I wasn’t a cap-
tain so I didn’t have much of a 

voice, but on the fi eld I tried to 
motivate the guys as much as I 
could. This year I’m trying to 
do the exact same thing, lead 
the team to success.”

If LIU-Brooklyn can build 
off its 2016 success this season, 
by year’s end Paredes should 
be able to call his tenure as cap-
tain a success. The Blackbirds 
fi nished in third place in the 
Northeast Conference last fall 
and made an appearance in the 
conference tournament before 
falling to Saint Francis.

The goal for Paredes and his 
teammates in 2017 is to make it 
back to the tournament, and 
ultimately the NCAA tourna-

ment. If offseason workouts 
are any indication of a team’s 
in-season success, Paredes be-
lieves LIU-Brooklyn can poten-
tially do just that.

“We are much better at this 
point in the preseason than we 
were last year, which is great 
for us,” he said. “Everyone is 
working hard, the rhythm of 
play is great, I feel like our guys 
this year are bringing a lot.”

Paredes went on to note that 
he felt as though the Black-
birds did not play enough for 
each other near the end of their 
2016 season, and that he ex-
pects that to change heading 

ROLL WITH IT: Brian Paredes started his college soccer career in the mid-
fi eld, but the senior has transitioned to defense in the last few years.  
 Long Island University Athletics / Mike McLaughlin

Blackbirds standout is 
ready for leadership role

TAKING A LEAD: Xaverian rising senior Jared Lerner is hoping a 
strong summer with the Midville Dodgers will help jumpstart his 
game on the diamond this season.  Lerner Family

cluding the Watermans. 
“The playground is nothing 

but basketball courts, and the 
young men, a lot of them, play 
basketball,” Anika said.

“My husband played bas-
ketball and I was the manager 
of a team in high school, so it 
all connected into the sport,” 
she added. “We just kind of 
thought, ‘what’s something to 
get everyone together?’ Every-
one just wanted to be out here 
and be peaceful and the bas-
ketball tournament made the 
most sense.”

The event itself is a series of 
3-on-3 competitions with 32 to-
tal players, but it has grown to 
be much more: the Watermans 
formed and expanded the I Am 

Peace Foundation to include a 
year-long mentoring program 
for local youth.

“All the youth and their par-
ents and older neighbors want 
to keep it going because it has 
such a positive impact on the 
neighborhood,” Anika said. 
“We celebrate their birthdays 
with them and put them in [a 
position] to know young profes-
sionals, and young, black pro-
fessionals. It’s a very positive 
thing.”

Anika says the fi rst tour-
nament was fi nanced largely 
by the Watermans’ family and 
friends, but now has the back-
ing of the greater community, 
a trend she is convinced will 
continue.

“The fi rst year we started, 
we had to have an immediate 
response to [the violence that] 
had happened,” Anika said. 

“[The second time] we applied 
for grants and funding and got 
help that way and our church 
and family helped us. We got 
more exposure as time went 
on.”

The Watermans know they 
can’t change the entire world, 
and aren’t trying to. They are, 
however, trying to make a dif-
ference in the community that 
has been theirs for as long as 
they can remember, and pro-
vide a bit of hope for the young 
kids who might not otherwise 
see any.

“It means a lot. It means 
everything,” Anika said. “We 
deal directly with young men 
and, by extension, some of the 
young ladies. To see the smiles 
on their faces and know that 
we’re able to take them out of 
the neighborhood, is incred-
ible.”

Continued from page 55 

HOOPS

Continued on page 58
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Cyclones 9
West Virginia 4
Aug. 9 in West Virginia

Call it a Frank-win!
Quinn “Chief” Brodey, Jose 

Maria, and Franklin Correa 
each homered, powering the 
Cyclones to victory over the 
Black Bears.

The Cyclones’ force was 
on display from the get-go. 
Brodey knocked one out of the 
park with Walter “Rabbi” Ras-
quin on third to get our boys 
on the board in the fi rst. In 
the next inning, Maria hit one 
deep into left with Scott Ma-
nea on base to double the Cy-
clones’ lead.

The Black Bears and Cy-
clones exchanged runs from 
the third to the sixth inning. 
In the sixth, Correa hit a solo 
home run to make it 7–3.

The Black Bears made one 
last effort to catch up, but the 
Cyclones squashed it shortly 
afterward. In the bottom of the 
sixth, the home team cut the 
Clones’ lead to three, but the 
Cyclones pushed it to fi ve when 
Correa doubled with runners 
on second and third to score 
Jeremy Vazquez and Maria.

West Virginia 8
Cyclones 3
Aug. 10 in West Virginia

Cyclones pitchers Jose Car-
los Medina and Cannon Chad-
wick got rocked on the mound, 
surrendering 11 hits and eight 
runs between the two of them 
as the Cyclones lost to the 
Black Bears.

The Clones were the fi rst 
ones on the board. Jeremy 
Vazquez doubled to right be-
fore Jose Miguel “Funky Cold” 
Medina followed with a double 

to score Vasquez.
The Black Bears scored in 

each of the next three innings. 
With the bases loaded, De-
ion Stafford singled and Cor-
rea made a throwing error to 
score Julio De La Cruz, Jared 
Oliva, and Austin Meadows to 
make it 3–1 in the third. But by 
the midpoint of the game, the 
Black Bears were up 8–1.

The Clones still fought val-
iantly late in the game. Cor-
rea singled, then Leon Byrd 
followed that with another 
single to move Correa to 
third. Correa and Byrd then 
made a delayed double steal 
attempt that got Byrd out but 
scored Correa in the eighth. 
In the ninth, Brodey singled, 
stole second, then advanced 
to third off a wild pitch before 
Jeremy Vazquez hit a sacri-
fi ce fl y to score the Chief to 
make it 8–3.

Hudson Valley 4
Cyclones 1
Aug. 12 in Hudson Valley
(Game one)

Cyclones starter David Pe-
terson allowed just two hits 
and no runs while striking out 
three, but the Brooklyn Boys’ 
bats mustered only one run as 
the team fell to the Renegades. 
The Cyclones’ lone run came 
early. Brodey led off the sec-
ond inning with a triple then 
Vazquez walked before Carl 
Stajduhar hit a sacrifi ce fl y to 
score Brodey to make it 1–0. 
It didn’t take long for the Ren-
egades to catch up. Carl Ches-
ter tripled before Brendan Mc-
Kay grounded out to fi rst to 
score Chester and tie it up in 
the third. The Renegades took 
the lead in the sixth when Bill 
Pujols doubled to right fi eld to 
score Oscar Rojas from fi rst. 
In the eighth, Deion Tansel 

singled with runners on fi rst 
and second to score both Angel 
Perez and Rafaelin Lorenzo to 
make it 4–1.

Hudson Valley 6
Cyclones 2
Aug. 12 in Hudson Valley
(Game two)

Matt “The Dark Knight” 
Harvey had an unspectacular 
rehab outing on the mound, al-
lowing one hit and one run in 
the one inning he pitched, and 
Cyclones reliever Luis De Los 
Santos got rocked, allowing six 
hits and fi ve runs in three in-
nings pitched, as our boys lost 
to the Renegades for a third-
straight defeat.

The Cyclones and the Ren-
egades exchanged runs early 
on. In the top of the fi rst, Ras-
quin hit a lead-off double then 
advanced to third on a wild 
pitch before Brodey hit a sac-

rifi ce fl y to score Rasquin. But 
the Renegades were quick to 
tie it. In the bottom of the same 
inning, Taylor Walls singled 
with a runner on third to score 
Vidal Brujan. The Renegades 
added to the score in the next 
three innings, and by the sixth 
were ahead 6–1. 

The Cyclones did what they 
could to catch up. Correa led 
off the sixth, then advanced to 
second on a passed ball, then 
advanced to third on a ground 
out from Cecilio Aybar. The 
Rabbi then grounded out to 
score Correa to make it 6–2, 
but that was all the Clones got.

Hudson Valley 2
Cyclones 1
Aug. 13 in Hudson Valley

The heartache continues.
Cyclones reliever Stephen 

Villines blew it for the team, 
allowing a two-run rally late in 
the game as our boys got swept 
by the Renegades.

The game was stuck in a 
scoreless tie until the Cyclones 
put one across in the eighth. 
Vazquez led off with a double 
before Jose Maria popped out 
to advance him to third. Jer-
emy Wolf then singled to cen-
ter fi eld to score Vazquez.

But in the bottom of the in-
ning Bill Pujols singled with 
one out. After a ground out 
put the Cyclones on the brink 
of getting out of it, Oscar Ro-
jas homered to left to put the 
Renegades up by one. The Cy-
clones managed to get runners 
on fi rst and second with no one 
out in the ninth, but Correa’s 
bunt turned into a force out at 
third, Vazquez fl ied out, and 
Brodey grounded out to end 
the game.

Wins, losses for out-of-town Clones

connected on a Ben Fisk cross, 
heading in the shot from the 
edge of the six-yard box in the 
45th minute.

New York refused to back 
down in the second half, how-
ever, and grabbed a big-time op-
portunity in the 56th minute. 
Ledesma drew a free kick af-
ter being taken down by Allan 
Zebi, but his shot was caught by 

a diving Tyson Farago in the 
Edmonton net.

The Cosmos produced the 
equalizer in the 66th minute as 
Ledesma — who had been dom-
inant throughout the match — 
connected on a rocket of a shot 
from the top of the box inside 
the near post. It was his sixth 
goal of the season, and pro-
longed the Cosmos’s goal-scor-
ing streak.

“We moved the ball a lot 
faster, we found spaces, coun-
tered quicker and that’s why we 

were able to fi nd the equalizer 
a lot easier,” Savarese said of 
his team’s mindset in the sec-
ond half.

New York had hoped for 
one fi nal chance at a victory, 
after subbed-in Kobi Moyal 
went down in the box, but ref-
eree Alain Ruch didn’t blow 
his whistle, and the squads fi n-
ished knotted at one. 

The Cosmos return home to 
MCU Park on Aug. 19, to square 
off against Indy Eleven at 7:30 
p.m.

into a new year.
“We didn’t have enough heart to fi nd the result 

that we wanted to,” he said. “I feel like that’s gonna 
change.”

LIU-Brooklyn will get an early indication 
whether Paredes’s predictions are accurate; the 
team faces stiff tests on the road against Western 
Michigan, Detroit and North Carolina State. 

“It’s a big test to see where we’re at against high-
quality teams,” he said. “I think that will really help 
us out for our conference [play] coming in October.”

Continued from page 56 

PAREDES
Continued from page 55 

COSMOS

IT’S OUT OF HERE: Quinn Brodey was one of three Clones to send the ball out of the park in West Virginia on 
Aug. 9, powering the team to a victory over the Black Bears. File photo by Jon Farina
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Plus GET PRIORITY TREATMENT
IN OUR SERVICE DEPARTMENT

*†Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & DMV fees which are additional & may be payable upon signing. Closed end leases based on terms above & subject to Tier 1 
credit approval thru primary lender. Leases are 25¢ per mile over 10,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible for excess wear, tear, maintenance & repair. Total Monthly Payments/Purchase Option: 
Mustang: $3096/$17198, Fusion: $2376/$15402, Edge: $4296/$19741, Escape: $3336/$17756, Focus: $1896/$9525, Explorer: $4536/$21665, F150: $5976/$32267. Competitive Lease Conquest 
Cash available to customers that currently lease a non-Ford competitive vehicle. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Photos for illustration. Not responsible for errors. Prior transactions excluded. Offers 
cannot be combined. Ad cars may be sold prior to publication. Ad supercedes previous offers. Based on current factory programs. Must take same day delivery. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988.

SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN SUNDAY 11-5

 Shop Us Online   24/7 @ www.PREMIERFORDINC.com

 1-800-450-3129 1-718-258-7200 5001  Glenwood Road,
Brooklyn, New York

0% 60 Mos.
APR
Financing

Up
To

IN BROOKLYN

MUSTANG
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$129
†

3.7L V6 Coupe, Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C and More! 
MSRP $27,535 VIN#1FH5304523. $5,769 Due at 
inception incl: $4,995 down payment, $645 bank fee, 
& 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. Tax, title 
& MV fees add’l. Inc; $1000 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 8/15/17. 

F150 XLT 4X4 SUPERCAB
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$249
†

5.0L, V8 Automatic, 18” Chrome Wheels, P/S, P/L, A/C and 
Much More! MSRP $52,045 VIN#1FHFA17729 $6,389 Due at 
Inception Inc: $5,495 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st 
Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit.  Tax, Title & MV  add’l. 
Inc $3,750 Ford Factory Rebate.  Expires 8/15/17

EDGE SE AWD
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$179
†

2.0L EcoBoost Engine, 100A Package, Automatic, A/C, 
P/S, P/B and More! MSRP $31,535 VIN#2FHBB33477 
$6,819 Due at inception incl: $5,995 down payment, 
$645 bank fee, & 1st month payment, $0 security deposit. 
Tax, title & MV fees add’l. Inc; $3,000 Ford Factory Rebate 
& $1,500 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 8/15/17. 

With Tier 1 credit; at $16.67 p/mo per thousand fi nanced; on 
select new vehicles in lieu of Ford rebates; Not all buyers will 

qualify. Add tax, tags & DMV fees. See dealer.

†

FOCUS SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$79
PER MO/ 24 MOS LEASE

6 Speed, 4 Cyl, P/S, P/L, A/C and Much More! MSRP $19,050. VIN#1FHL237987. 
$5,789 Due at Inception Inc: $5,065 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s 
Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV fees addt’l. Expires 8/15/17.

†

FUSION SEBRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$99
PER MO/ 24 MOS LEASE

200A Package, 6Spd Automatic, P/S, P/B, A/C, and More! MSRP $26,415, VIN#3FHR345684. 
Due at inception $5,739 inc: $4995 down payment, $645 bank fee & 1st month payment, $0 
security deposit. Tax, title & MV fees add’l. Inc $2,500 Ford Factory Rebate. Expires 8/15/17.

†

BRAND NEW
2017 FORD

$139
PER MO/ 24 MOS LEASE

6-Speed Auto, 1.5L Ecoboost Engine, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment Group 200A & Much More! MSRP $28,290. 
VIN#1FHUE61635. $6,479 Due at Inception Inc: $5,695 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security 
Deposit. Tax, title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $3,000 Ford Factory Rebate & $1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 8/15/17.

ESCAPE SE 4X4

6-Speed Auto, 4 Cyl, P/S, ABS, A/C, Sirius/XM, Equipment 
Group 100A & Much More! MSRP $35,070. VIN#1FHGC74017. 
$7,633 Due at Inception Inc: $6,799 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee & 1st Month’s Payment, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, 
title & MV fees addt’l. Inc: $1,250 Ford Factory Rebate & 
$1,000 Conquest Cash (if qualifi ed). Expires 8/15/17

PER MO/
24
MOS
LEASE

$189
†

NEW
2017RE-DESIGN

EXPLORER 4x4
BRAND NEW 2017 FORD

718-859-5200

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL FORD & 

LINCOLN/MERCURY VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE 
YOU PURCHASED IT!

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLES 
STARTING AT

$9,999*

2014 FORD FOCUS
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Red,
40K Mi, Stk#2206F  ........................Buy For         

$9,999*
2013 FUSION SE
Auto, Lthr, S/Roof, Nav, Black, 41K Mi , 
Stk#2366F  ................................Buy For         

$11,999*
2013 FORD CMAX SEL   
Auto, Grey, S/Roof, Nav, Lthr, 29K Mi, 

Stk#541765  ............................... Buy For       
$11,999*

2016 FORD FOCUS SE 
Auto, A/C, Red, Lthr, Hatchback, 
25K Mi, Stk#2338F  .................... Buy For       

$13,885*
2011 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4  
Auto, Silver, Lthr, M/Roof, Nav,
40K Mi, Stk#2358F  ................... Buy For         

$14,995*

2014 LINCOLN MKZ SEDAN    
Loaded! Black, 4 Cyl, Auto, A/C,
Moonroof. Stk#2156F. 59K Mi.  .......Buy For       

$15,995*
2011 LINCOLN MKX 
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Maroon 39K Mi. 
Stk# 1101F  ...............................Buy For         

$16,995*
2017 FUSION SE   
Auto, Lthr, M/Rooof, Silver, 
26K Mi, Stk#2329F  ......................Buy For       

$17,892*
2013 FORD EDGE SEL AWD     
Auto, Nav, Lthr, S/Roof, Red,
34K Mi, Stk#1410   .......................Buy For       

$17,977*
2015 FORD ESCAPE SE 4X4  
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Black, 

22K Mi, Stk#2205F .....................Buy For         
$17,995*

2016 DODGE JOURNEY AWD
7 Passenger, Auto, Grey, 21K Mi, 

Stk#2376F   ............................... Buy For       
$17,495*

2015 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT     
Auto, White,
Only 40 Miles! Stk#4700 ..................Buy For       

$19,999*
2017 LINCOLN MKC    
Auto, Black,
19K Mi, Stk#2183F  .......................Buy For      

$24,995*
2016 FORD EXPLORER 4X4    
Auto, Lthr, Nav, S/Roof, Green,
59K Mi, Stk #2099F ........................Buy For       

$26,999*
2017 FORD EXPEDITION XLT 4X4    
Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B, Black,
14K mi, Stk#2292F .........................Buy For       

$37,995*

WE ACCEPT ALL 

MAKES & MODELS 

FOR SERVICE

EXCEPT LEASING 

COMPANY VEHICLES.
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FLIPFLIP

GRAND RE-OPENING

WE WANT
YOUR VEHICLE ANY MILEAGE • ANY CONDITION

We pay TOP DOLLAR for ANY 
MAKE or MODEL

STK#371728  Model#1852, 4cyl, Auto, Power s/b/w/l. 
MSRP: $20,257. 

Ttl Pymts /Residual: $4,284/$11,533.

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

COROLLA LE

PER
MO.
LEASE
36 MOS

$119
STK#371176 Model#2532, 4cyl, Auto, Power s/b/w/l. 

MSRP: $24,253.
Ttl Pymts /Residual: $5,508/$12,599.

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

CAMRY LE

DAY EVENT3 AUGUST 25th-27th

PER
MO.
LEASE
36 MOS

$153
STK#372532 Model#4432, 4cyl, Auto, Power s/b/w/l. 

MSRP: $27,776.
 Ttl Pymts /Residual: $6,228/$16,646.

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

RAV4 LE AWD

PER
MO.
LEASE
36 MOS

$173

towards the lease or purchase of the
Newly Redesigned 2018 Toyota Camry

GET UP TO $1000
the all new redesigned

2018 Toyota Camry 0%
APR.
FOR
UP TO72MOS

SPIN THE WHEEL

& WIN

   
   

   
   

With
 an

y new or used car purchase

w/ the Purchase of Any 
New or Used Vehicle(4)

RECEIVE LIFETIME 
OIL CHANGES

(1) (1) (1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Carmelo Giuffre
Owner

SERVICE:
Mo 7-7 
Tu-Thr 7-9 
Fri 7-7
Sa 7-4
Sun 8-4
 

FREE VALET
PARKING

6401 6th Avenue ( cor 65th St ) Brooklyn 

855.539.5039
SERVING ALL 5 BOROS  |  WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL

BayRidgeToyota.com

(1) Price includes all costs to consumer except tax, title, DMV & $75 Dealer Fee. Due @ Signing= $1,995 Down Pymt, + 1st Mo. Pymt + $650 Acq. Fee + $0 Sec Dep (Waived By TFS) + 
Tax, DMV, Doc Fee. (’17 Corolla) . Includes $1250 Lease Cash Available Thru TFS . (’17 Camry) Includes $2,500 Lease Cash Available Thru TFS. (’17 Rav4)Includes $1500 Lease Cash Available 
Thru TFS. Requires Approved Credit Thru TFS. All pricing based on Tier1 Credit subject to credit approval. Lessee Resp For Excess Wear/Tear. 10k Mi Per Year, 15¢ Each Add’l Mi.  Not Resp For 
Typo Errors. Not valid on previous purchases. (2) Only available to existing Toyota or Scion owners or lessees (household members included). Includes gas and hybrid models. $500 rebate available 
on L, LE & SE Models. $1,000 rebate available on XLE & XSE models. (3) Low financing on select new 2016 and 2017 models up to 72 months on approved credit through TFS. 0% APR 
financing for 36months with $27.78 per $1,000 borrowed. 0% APR financing for 48 months with $20.83 per $1,000 borrowed. 0% APR financing for 60 months with $16.67 per $1,000 
borrowed. 0 % APR financing for 72 months with $13.89 per $1,000 borrowed. (4) Based on dealers factory scheduled maintenance. Not valid on previous purchases. Expires 08/27/17.

SERVICE: 855.554.5054
PARTS: 800.790.8817

SALES:
Mo-Th 9-9
Fri 9-7
Sa 9-6
Sun 11-5


