
May 1–xx, 2016

Your Neighborhood — Your News®Aug. 20, 2017

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 15

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s never too early for St. 
Patrick’s Day!

Local Irish music group 
the Canny Brothers Band 
will headline the Irish 
Night party in Shore Road 
Park on Aug. 23 — almost 
seven months before Bay 
Ridge’s biggest annual pa-

rade. One of the three sib-
lings in the band says that 
the celebrating the luck of 
the Irish should not be re-
served to March — it can 
be a 365-day party.

“St. Patrick’s is really a 
year-round type of thing. 
Irish festivals are year-
round, and all over the 

country. There’s really no 
time frame for Irish mu-
sic festivals,” said Stephen 
Canny, who plays the bass 
and banjo, although he 
noted: “Of course, March is 
the busiest.”

The three Canny sib-
lings — Stephen, Thomas, 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about being shortchanged.

The city refuses to give local 
lawmakers fi nancial information 
on the redevelopment plan for the 
publicly owned Bedford-Union 
Armory, potentially obstructing 
opportunities to include more af-
fordable housing in the scheme 
that calls for 50-plus luxury con-
dos, according to a state senator.

“Mr. Mayor, why aren’t you 
giving us the fi nancials for a proj-
ect that is our land, our money … 
supposedly for housing for us?” 
State Sen. Jesse Hamilton (D-
Crown Heights) said at a public 
meeting about the project on Aug. 
2. “Because if they show it to us, 
we can have 100-percent afford-
able. But they don’t want 100-per-
cent affordable.”

The city and private developer 
BFC Partners are seeking public 
approval to build dozens of be-
low-market-rate rental units and 
a community recreation center 
at the historic military structure 
on Bedford Avenue between Pres-
ident and Union streets.

But neighbors continue to 
blast the project’s affordable 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
A dangerously heavy 
branch fi nally broke off a 
tree on Kimball Street on 
Aug. 9,  after the city ignored 
months of calls from nearby 
homeowners to prune it,  
and it’s just lucky that it 
didn’t fall on one of the kids 
who play on the block, said 

one resident.
“I was afraid it’s going to 

hit a child or destroy some-
one’s car — my grandkids 
are always playing outside,” 
said Kimball Street resident 
Rita Gioia, who has been con-
stantly calling on the Park 
Department since early May 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 14Continued on page 10

 Group raises 
cash for vets

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about an all knight-er! 

A band of armor-plated, axe-
wielding athletes will assault 
each other for charity at the 
Ninth Street American Legion 
post on Aug. 26, where blood will 
be spilled and sparks will liter-
ally fl y for the benefi t of wounded 
combat veterans, according to 
one fi ghter. 

“You really can feel people 
smashing and crushing against 
each other, and smell what hap-
pens when sparks fl y off a hel-
met because someone hit it with 
a sword,” said Damion DiGrazia, 
president of the New York City 
chapter of the Armored Combat 
League.

Considered a “combat sport,” 
fi ghts in Armored Combat League 
are brutal, full-contact slugfests 
waged between two or more com-
batants wielding blunted swords, 
axes, and other medieval battle 
instruments, usually with the 

Continued on page 6

AXE MEN: Armored Combat League fi ghters Romario Prendaj, left, and Thomas Petrone practice in padded outfi ts at 
the New York City chapter’s Manhattan gym. Fully armored members will do battle in Park Slope on Aug. 26. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

CHEERS!: The Canny Broth-
ers Band will perform at 
Shore Road Park on Aug. 23.

A GOOD FIGHTClash over 
armory

plan cash

Brother, they love music! Branch hazard
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Monday – Friday 8am–6pm, Saturday 8am–1pm

www.salstrans.com

Financing

Available

All repairs backed by our ironclad guarantee

Family owned and operated for over 40 years

“Sal Raio forgoes profi t for honesty” – New York Times

BY COLIN MIXSON
They took it to the extremists.

Hundreds of Kings County activists oc-
cupied Grand Army Plaza on Aug. 13 to 
condemn the fatal violence that consumed 
a Virginia city on Aug. 12 when Confed-
erate-fl ag-waving white supremacists 
clashed with anti-fascist protestors, leav-
ing one person dead.

“What happened on Saturday was in-
credibly disturbing and upsetting, and 
people were looking for an outlet,” said 
Liat Olenick, co-founder of anti-extremist 
group Indivisible Nation BK, which orga-
nized the event. “One of the things a pro-
test or rally offers is knowing you’re not 
alone in your outrage, and reminding us 
of all the work we have to do.”

The organization fi rst called for the 
rally, which was announced on Aug. 10, in 
response to comments President Trump 
made last week that antagonized an esca-
lating confl ict with North Korea.

But the demonstration’s focus quickly 
turned south after fi ghting erupted be-
tween white nationalists, neo-Nazis, and 
Ku Klux Klan members — who descended 
on Charlottesville, Va., to oppose the re-
moval of a statue of Confederate General 
Robert E. Lee from a city park — and coun-
ter-protestors who gathered to oppose the 
extremists. A 20-year-old man and  alleged 

Nazi sympathizer  drove his car into a 
crowd of non-violent demonstrators, kill-
ing a 32-year-old woman and injuring sev-
eral others before the confl ict subsided.

Organizers of the Brooklyn rally were 
pleased by the number of locals who at-
tended despite the short notice, according 
to Olenick, who said hundreds of partici-
pants gathered beneath the plaza’s his-
toric Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Arch for the 
event.

“We were really happy,” she said. 
“When we called it, we were expecting 
something pretty small, and given how 
quick we put it out there, we were defi -
nitely pleased with the turnout.”

Protesting Brooklynites carried signs 
reading “peace and sanity” and “re-
ject white supremacists” while shouting 
chants that included “No hate, no fear, 
stand up, fi ght back.”

They were joined by several area pols, 
including Councilmen Brad Lander (D-
Park Slope) and Jumaane Williams (D-
Flatbush), Assembly members Robert 
Carroll (D–Park Slope) and Jo Anne Si-
mon (D– Downtown), Public Advocate Le-
titia James, and Congresswoman Yvette 
Clarke (D–Flatbush),  whose petition to re-
move General Lee’s name from a street on 
Brooklyn’s Fort Hamilton military base 
was denied by the U.S. Army this month. 

STOP THE HATE: Congresswoman Yvette Clarke speaks at Grand Army Plaza, where hundreds of lo-
cals gathered calling for an end to hatred in response to white nationalist demonstrations in Virginia.
 Liat Olenick

Keeping peace
Locals rally in response to the fatal 

violence in Charlottesville, Va.
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BY LAUREN GILL
Police will not charge the  driver 
of a commercial garbage truck 
who hit and killed a cyclist in 
Greenpoint on July 22 then left 
the scene , but still have not closed 
the case — a move that keeps ev-
idence secret, potentially until 
the controversy surrounding the 
death blows over.

Five separate police spokes-
people told the Park Slope Cou-
rier on Aug. 11 that no criminal 
charges are being made against 
the male motorist who killed 
27-year-old Neftaly Ramirez be-
cause a three-week investigation 
found the driver didn’t know he 
hit the bike rider, but then said 
the probe is ongoing and refused 
to say what evidence is neces-
sary to close the case — a tactic 
that keeps the public from ac-
cessing the crash investigation 
report, which would shed light 
on what happened, according to 
experts.

“You don’t make a determina-
tion and then say it’s ongoing,” 
said attorney Adam White, who 
represents injured cyclists and 
pedestrians. “It’s the epitome of 
stupidity and arrogance. They’ve 
made up their minds, but to block 
any scrutiny, they say the inves-
tigation is ongoing, which blocks 
journalists and family members 
from obtaining the crash inves-
tigation report. By saying it’s not 
complete and dragging things 
on for six months or a year, the 
smoke clears and the case gets 
old. People forget.”

Cops have been looking into 
whether the driver —  an em-
ployee of private trash collector 
Action Carting  — knew he hit 
Ramirez, who was pedaling home 
from work at Paulie Gee’s pizze-
ria on Franklin Street when the 
motorist made a right turn onto 
Noble Street and struck him.

But an NYPD rep said police 
determined that the driver didn’t 
know he hit the cyclist, claiming 
it’s impossible to convict him of a 
crime he had no idea he commit-
ted, especially since he was oper-
ating a massive garbage truck.

“You need probable cause to 
arrest someone. If someone hits 
someone and it’s a big gigantic 
garbage truck and they don’t 
know they hit him, you can’t 
charge someone with a crime,” 
said Lieutenant John Grimpel.

There is no video of the actual 
collision, according to Grim-
pel, who said cops talked to the 
driver and his colleague who al-
legedly was in the passenger seat 
at the time of the crash, but re-
fused to say what the decision 
not to press charges is based on.

He then refused to clarify 
what is keeping the case open, 
saying they don’t close in 24 
hours — despite the probe being 
active for weeks.

Another legal expert said 
cops often get everything needed 
to convict someone in one to 
two days and may fi nd new cor-
roborating evidence, such as in-
terviews with 911 callers, a few 
weeks later, but anything that 

would make a big difference is 
rarely found that far out.

“Most of the evidence they rely 
upon is usually collected within 
24 to 48 hours, maybe a week or 
two,” said attorney Daniel Flan-
zig, who represents cyclists and 
pedestrians across the city. “I 
can’t imagine what they’re go-
ing to recover that they haven’t 
recovered already. I never see 
developments later on that they 
didn’t have before.”

Police typically keep a case 
open to make it appear as if 
there’s still a chance charges can 
be brought, he said.

“To satisfy journalists and 
the public they keep their fi les 
open for six to 12 months,” said 
Flanzig.

Both attorneys said authori-
ties at the very least could issue 
the driver a summons for not 
yielding to Ramirez while mak-
ing his right turn, but another 
police spokesman said the driver 
wasn’t guilty of violating that 
law.

“That’s not what the investi-
gation is showing,” said Detec-
tive Ahmed Nasser.

But cops often don’t put effort 
into probing cyclist and pedes-
trian fatalities because it’s easy 
to let suspects off when their 
victims are dead, according to 
White, who said it’s not uncom-
mon for tapes of 911 calls and in-
terviews with witnesses at the 
scene to go missing.

“Nine times out of 10 the po-

Cops won’t close fatal hit-and-run case, 
keeping evidence concealed from public

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Police arrested a man for fatally 
stabbing 23-year-old Omari Da-
han in the chest and knifi ng his 
older brother in the arm over a 
parking spot on E. 73rd Street on 
Aug. 13. 

Dahan, a former Israeli sol-
dier according to the Daily 
News, returned to his home be-
tween Avenues L and M at about 
11:30 pm when he saw a car from 
his neighbor’s house was block-
ing his driveway, police and lo-
cals said.

Dahan started honking his 
horn and then confronted the 
41-year-old suspect, who lives in 
Canarsie, about how he was fed 
up with his neighbors and his 
guests constantly blocking his 
driveway, according to E. 73rd 
Street resident Ricky Zawacki.

The argument escalated and 
turned physical, and Dahan 
awoke his 28-year-old brother 
from inside the house, police and 
neighbors said. 

The men continued yelling, 
with each throwing punches at 
the other, said Zawacki. 

At some point the suspect al-
legedly stabbed Dahan and his 
brother, according to authori-
ties. 

Emergency responders trans-
ported both brothers to Beth Is-
rael Hospital, where doctors 
pronounced the younger Dahan 
dead. His older brother was in 
stable condition, police said. 

The whole thing should never 
have happened — especially over 
something so minor as a parking 
space, said Zawacki.

“I saw the kid got stabbed. It 
was absolutely ridiculous, it was 
horrible, should never have went 
down like that,” he said. 

“I never witnessed something 

so horrifi c like that before, all 
over a parking spot.”

The tight-knit community 
is disturbed by what happened, 
said the president of the George-
town Civic Association. 

“I was deeply saddened and 
disturbed to learn of the fatal 
stabbing on E. 73rd Street. Our 
quiet community was shaken 
last night over a parking dispute 
which ended with a young man 
being killed. This violence is un-
acceptable and will not be toler-
ated in our community,” said 
Adam Diamond, who also lives 
on the same block.

 “The Georgetown Civic 
sends condolences to the victim’s 
family. As someone who lives on 
the block where the incident took 
place, I have to commend the 
NYPD for their swift response, 
which included having a helicop-
ter look for the perpetrator,” Dia-
mond added.

Cops cuffed the suspect at 
the airport as he was trying to 
fl ee the country to Haiti on Aug. 
14, and charged him with man-
slaughter, assault, and criminal 
possession of a weapon, police 
said. 

Murdered for a 
parking space

MAY HIS MEMORY BE A BLESSING: 
Omari Dahan was stabbed to death 
over a parking spot on Aug. 13.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson 

LOVE SHINES A LIGHT: Friends and family gathered for a candlelight vigil for 
Omari Dahan on Aug. 15.  Photo by Steve Solomonson 

GOT AWAY: Cops are not charging the hit-and-run garbage-truck driver who fatally struck 27-year-old cyclist Neftaly 
Ramirez with his vehicle in Greenpoint on July 22, but the case remains open, a tactic that prevents the public from access-
ing evidence. File photo by Mark Mellone

Continued on page 10
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE 
Mayor DeBlasio’s word is 
garbage, say angry Ridg-
ites who say he’s gone back 
on his promise to meet with 
them about trash-collection 
problems.

Residents of four private 
Bay Ridge streets are impa-
tiently waiting for a face-
to-face meeting with Hiz-
zoner, or at least a senior 
staff member, to discuss 
the city’s sudden decision to 
end garbage pickup earlier 
this year — a sit-down that 
was promised, but  never 
scheduled, by a staffer back 
in June.

The Department of San-
itation’s demand that the 
residents drag their gar-
bage out to the nearest pub-
lic street is a nonsensical 
policy that the mayor could 
easily reverse if he would 
just hear them out, said one 
resident. 

“I’m shocked that the 

mayor didn’t get involved 
because I think if the mayor 
were to get involved, he’d 
be able to inject some com-
mon sense into the matter 
and bring it to a quick res-
olution into our favor,” said 
Bill Larney, a resident of 
Barwell Terrace, one of the 
four private streets affected 
by the new policy. 

In March, the Depart-
ment of Sanitation suddenly 
abandoned its decades-old 
practice of sending work-
ers on foot down the nar-
row private roads to collect 
household garbage and de-
manded that residents drag 
their trash to the closest 
public sidewalks — a prac-
tice which residents insist is 
both dangerous and against 
the city’s Health and Ad-
ministrative code. Last 
month, residents of Barwell 
Terrace, Wogan Terrace, 
Hamilton Walk, and Lafay-
ette Walk — including Lar-

ney  — responded by fi ling 
suit against the city and the 
Department of Sanitation 
seeking restoration of ser-
vice.

Back in June, Bay Ridge 
City Council candidate 
Liam McCabe brought a 
day’s worth of trash from 
Barwell Terrace to the 
mayor’s residence at Gracie 
Mansion in a pickup truck 
to try and force Mayor De-
Blasio to address the issue. 
McCabe said Daniel Abram-
son, the Brooklyn Borough 
Director of the Mayor’s 
Community Affairs Unit, 
spoke to him outside the 
mansion and promised that 
someone the mayor’s offi ce 
would soon meet with the 
residents. 

Abramson followed up 
with an email a week later, 
according to McCabe, and 
even reached out to Commu-
nity Board 10 for the contact 

Broken promises

TAXATION WITHOUT SANITATION: Barwell Terrace resident Bill Larney speaks at a press conference 
with neighbors alongside some of the household refuse the city now demands they drag out to 97th 
Street for pick up.  File photo by Georgine BenvenutoContinued on page 10

Ridgites: Mayor backed out of trash meet
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

“What Should I Do To Get A Loan?”

BY LAUREN GILL
Call it a tower tantrum.

Noise from the construc-
tion of two towers at Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 is 
scaring youngsters at a 
popular playground next to 
the work site, according to 
several parents.

“My son doesn’t like 
the noise,” said Bedford-
Stuyvesant resident Mon-
ica Lubin, whose son was 
playing in a sandbox near 
the construction zone. 
“He was complaining that 
it’s too loud and he had 
his hands on his ears. It’s 
scary.”

Crews started build-
ing the high-rises at the 
foot of Atlantic Avenue on 
July 19 and are in the 34-
day process of hammering 
more than 400 steel beams 
into the ground. Each pile 
is driven into the earth 
in two 10-minute incre-
ments, an activity that ex-
ceeds 100 decibels, which 
is approximately the same 
noise level as a loud rock 
concert.

Civic group the Brook-
lyn Heights Association is 
currently  fi ghting the de-
velopment in court , alleg-
ing the park is violating 
the terms of a 2006 agree-
ment that mandates green-
space honchos only build 
as much housing as is nec-
essary to fund the mead-
ow’s upkeep.

Last month,  lawyers for 
the association asked the 
case’s judge to halt con-
struction until the court 
makes its ruling , arguing 
the work will disturb park-
goers, including tykes who 
hit the playground during 
the busy summer season 
to splash around, dig in the 
sandbox, and ride on the 
slides.

But  the judge denied the 
request  because the work 
doesn’t violate any laws 
or the  city’s noise code , 
and construction has pro-
ceeded ever since.

The driver pummeling 
the beam into bedrock pro-
duces a sound similar to 
that of loud hammering, 
and workers average eight 

piles per day, according to 
a park spokesman.

Parents described chil-
dren covering their ears 
to muffl e the noise, which 
they said is an unfortunate 
side effect of building the 
towers.

“I think it’s very noisy, 
it’s very loud,” said Flat-
bush resident Cindy Ve-
lasquez, who was at the 
park with her 8-month-old 
daughter. “She got a little 
scared, but what are you 
going to do? I guess they 
have to do it if they’re going 
to build, but I wish it wasn’t 
so close to the park.”

Another caretaker said 
she’s used to the noise as a 
New Yorker, but the tot she 
watches is not as familiar 
with the roaring sound-
track of city life.

“He says, ‘That’s a lot 
of noise,’ and always asks 
me ‘What’s that?’ ” said 
Fritzlaine Jean, who nan-
nies for 22-month-old Ro-
han. “I’m used to it though 
because we live in New 
York.”

A park spokesman said 
it is following the city’s 
noise mitigation rules, 
which include erecting a 
10-foot fence around the 
site, and claimed the con-
struction is not stopping 

squirts from having a good 
time.

“We’re pleased to note 
that we’ve seen no de-
crease in play area use 
near the project,” said 
green-space rep James 
Yolles. “Despite the short-
term noise, most users 
we’ve spoken to about the 
construction understand 
how vitally important 
this project is to ensure 
long-term upkeep of both 
those play areas and the 
entire park.”

And one mom said the 
ongoing work gives her 
youngster a chance to get 
up close and personal with 
some of his favorite con-
struction equipment.

“It’s loud but we love the 
machines,” said Morgan 
Henry.

Forty-four beams had 
been hammered into the 
ground as of Aug. 10, and 
the rest will be in by the 
end of September, accord-
ing to a park spokesman.

The case over construc-
tion of the towers  was reas-
signed this month to a new 
judge , who will review four-
months’ worth of litigants’ 
transcripts before deciding 
if she can make a ruling or 
needs to hear more argu-
ments.

Mom, make it stop!

PLAY DAY: Kids cavort in the sandbox by Pier 6 while construction 
proceeds in the background.  Community News Group / Lauren Gill

Park-loving tots are frightened by noise 
from ongoing construction at Pier 6
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goal of either landing the 
most blows or hurling their 
opponents to the ground.

In lieu of padding, fi ght-
ers don 70-pound suits of 
steel-plate armor, which, 
in addition to being his-
torically accurate, are also 
the only things separating 
Armored Combat League 
matches from good old-
fashioned murder, accord-
ing to DiGrazia.

“You don’t wear a hel-
met in this sport, you’re go-
ing to die,” DiGrazia said.

But that does not mean 
contestants are spared 
from injury. It is not un-
common fi ghters to leave 
the arena short a fi nger or 
two, DiGrazia explained.

“You’re always coming 
out black and blue, that’s 
the nature of the game,” 
DiGrazia said. “But some-
times things go wrong, and 
you come out with staples 
in your head, or your fi n-
gers get cut off.”

The Saturday event will 
raise cash for wounded vet-
erans, but it is possible that 
those in the audience could 
receive their own inju-
ries. All it takes is the slip 
of a fi nger to send a morn-

ing star soaring into the 
crowd. 

“I’ve seen axes fl y out 
of peoples’ hands and lit-
erally fl y past a reporter’s 
head,” DiGrazia said. “I 
remember thinking, ‘Jeez, 
that was lucky.’ ” 

Armored Combat 
League will host the event 
in partnership with Vic-
tory Pro Wrestling, al-
though it seems unlikely 
that the burly wrestlers 
will step into the ring with 
DiGrazia and his steel-clad 
knights. 

“They’re big guys, but 
we have big guys too, and 
our big guys are wearing 
armor and carrying weap-
ons,” DiGrazia said.

The event, which is be-
ing held to benefi t disabled 
servicemen and women 
through Combat Wounded 
Veterans of America, will 
also feature booze, face 
paintings for the kids, a 
magic act, and raffl es with 
a chance to win sports 
memorabilia.

Watch armored maniacs 
attack each other for char-
ity at Rawley American 
Legion Post [193 Ninth St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
788–3499]. Aug. 26. Event 
runs 2–10 pm; Combat 
League 4–6:30 pm.  Free. 

Continued from page 1 

COMBAT

FIGHT KNIGHT: Athletes with the Armored Combat League will 
duke it out wearing full plate armor and helmets at the Rawley 
American Legion Post on Ninth Street. Photo by La Nave Ibera

BY BILL ROUNDY
Get your laugh on!

The annual Brooklyn 
Comedy Festival, run-
ning Aug. 21–27, features 
stand-up, comedy fi lms, 
and workshops all over 
the borough. For those 
overwhelmed by op-
tions, we have picked a 
few highlights that you 
should seek out.

Purse fi rst
Kicking off the week-

long festival is Bob the 
Drag Queen, the fi erce, 
funny winner of the eighth 
season of “RuPaul’s Drag 

Race.” The royal real-
ity star will headline the 
stand-up showcase “Queen 
for the People,” along with 
Brooklyn drag princesses 
Alotta McGriddles, Lady 
Bearica Andrews, and 
Sandy Devastation, among 
others. 

Bob the Drag Queen 
at the Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Havemeyer and 
N. Fourth streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–
6696], bk.knittingfactory.
com]. Aug. 21 at 7:30 pm 
and 10:30 pm. $30 ($25 in 
advance). 

Infernal affair
The second-great-

est prank the Devil ever 
pulled is the Black Metal 
Dialogues, a ridiculous 
email exchange between 
fi ctional Satanic metal 
band “Witch Taint” and an 
unsuspecting Norwegian 
record label. Comedian 
Dave Hill, who started 
it all, will read from the 
exchange alongside his 
corpse-painted compatriot 
Phil Costello, and then 
stun the audience with a 
taste of the most evil music 
the world has ever known.

Witch Taint at Union 

Hall [702 Union St. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400, unionhallny.
com].

 Aug. 24 at 8 pm. $10 ($8 
in advance).

Laugh out doors
Get your comedy with 

a fabulous view of the sky-
line at “Comic Views,” on 
the second-fl oor park of 
the William Vale. Former 
“Saturday Night Live” 
star Sasheer Zamata will 
host a night of stand-up, 
and between acts you can 

BY LAUREN GILL
Call it confusing comedy 
choreography!

A Brooklyn comedy 
dance crew will screen its 
bizarre new movie “Snowy 
Bing Bongs Across the 
North Star Combat Zone” 
at Nitehawk Cinema on 
Aug. 22, as part of the 
week-long Brooklyn Com-
edy Film Festival. The 40-
minute fi lm is so out there 
that audiences have told 
the creators they don’t 
know quite what’s going 
on — but that is not a com-
plaint, according to one 
dancer.

“It’s a gorgeous absur-
dist dance movie we’re 
proud of,” said Sunset Park 
resident Sunita Mani, a 
member of the Cocoon 
Central Dance Team. “It’s 
such a fun experience, we 
hear from people, ‘I don’t 
know what I’m watching, 
we love it and I’m laugh-

ing the whole time.’ ”
The movie loosely fol-

lows the trio of dancers 
on their quest for fame, 
as they use beach balls to 
defeat their enemies. The 
group, which has released 
many short dance fi lms on 
Youtube, came up with the 

concept after Mani broke 
her foot. The injury forced 
them to come up with a 
storyline in which it made 
sense for her to be immo-
bile — and also challenged 
the dancers to speak in 
their performances for the 
fi rst time. 

“It was good in a way. 
It was bad that Sunita was 
injured, but what it made 
us do was crack open the 
way we were perform-
ing,” said Cocoon member 
Tallie Medel, who lives 
in Queens. “Losing one 
dance member’s mobility 
made us speak on stage.”

But there is still plenty 
of dancing —  the movie 
includes many small rou-
tines from the troupe’s old 
performances, alongside 
new numbers made up es-
pecially for the movie. All 
of the choreography helps 
advance the plot of danc-
ers wanting to make it 
big, according to the fi nal 
member of the group. 

“They all comment on 
the struggle of wishing to 
be seen and wanting this 
thing,” said Eleanore Pi-
enta.

All of the dances are per-

THE COLD NEVER BOTHERED THEM, ANYWAY: “Snowy Bing 
Bongs Across the North Star Combat Zone” takes place in a bi-
zarre snowy landscape. Genevieve Jacobson

Baffl ing ballet: Dance troupe 
screens funny, freaky fi lm

Laugh lines: It’s the best of the fest

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 10
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
A plaque commemorating the Confederate 
leader General Robert E. Lee was hauled 
off the grounds of the so-called Church of 
the Generals in Bay Ridge on Aug. 16 in the 
wake of last weekend’s white supremacist 
protests and violence in Charlottesville, 
sending a message that racism has no place 
in Brooklyn, according to a local political 
hopeful.

“Removing this plaque makes it very 
clear that while we will never forget the 
history of slavery in America, we are ready 
to move forward and address racism at its 
root,” said Rev. Khader El-Yateem, a Demo-
crat running for the Bay Ridge city Coun-
cil seat. 

Neighborhood advocates and religious 
leaders sought the removal of the more-
than-100-year-old plaque following the 
murder of activist Heather Heyer on Aug. 
12 by a neo-Nazi who allegedly rammed 
his car into a crowd of non-violent demon-
strators during a protest about the removal 
of a stature of Lee from a Virginia public 
park. The sign marked a tree the Confed-
erate leader planted outside the now-shut-
tered St. John’s Episcopal Church, known 
as the Church of Generals because of all of 
the army members stationed at nearby Fort 
Hamilton who worshipped there.

“This was an easy decision. No one should 
walk by a church and see a monument honor-

ing someone who fought to preserve slavery. 
It doesn’t mean that we forget the history, but 
it means that we need to remember it differ-
ently,” said Bishop Lawrence Provenzano 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island. “In 
the sense that the church can stand for all of 
God’s people and stand for the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ, we removed these plaques as one 
of the many outward invisible expressions of 

GONE: Workers haul off the plaque commemorating Gen. Robert E. Lee outside St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Fort Hamilton on Aug. 15. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

SO LONG: Bishop Rev. Lawrence C. Provenzano, 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island, center, 
and Bay Ridge City Council candidate Rev. Khader 
El-Yateem, right, speak at a press conference 
commending the removal of the plaque.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

Ridge church takes 
down its Lee plaque

Continued on page 10

Do you mean I can have perma-
nent teeth without surgery? And I 
don’t have to wear my partial den-
tures any longer? Then the FDA ap-
proved glass abutment system (zx-27) 
is for you.

Here it is in a nutshell: Prior to 
the amazing new technology zx-27 
glass abutment, only two options 
existed for tooth replacement proce-
dures — either dentures or implants. 
Everyone knows how uncomfortable 
dentures are, and implants require 
a complicated surgical intervention. 
Furthermore, this process is not 
guaranteed to work very long, and 
not cheap.

When we call zx-27 a new method, 
we are distorting the facts to some 
degree. The method was developed 
and patented in 1991 by a Hungar-
ian dental technician Laszio Nemth. 
Currently, this medical product has 
been tried and tested and has the 
highest international quality cer-
tificate ISO 9002 and the European 
marking CE. It has been used with 
great success in Slovakia, Czech 
Republic, Poland, Sweden, Austria, 
Germany, Australia, Spain, Italy, 
Ukraine, Russia, and other coun-
tries.

This system allows patients to 
avoid removable dentures and im-
plant surgeries. The results are the 
same but there is no need to cut. 
zx-27 is the only reliable alternative 
to removable dentures and implant 
surgery and can literally make us 
happy and healthy very quickly and 
without any pain.

How does it work?
Everything is very simple. You 

have developed gaps in your mouth 
and you need to seat bridge but you 
are lacking the abutments (support) 
teeth. 

Therefore, in order to avoid den-
tures or implants, a little artifi cial 
glass abutment, zx-27, is custom made 
for each patient. It has a concave sur-
face and sits perfectly on the gum. 
The abutment is securely mounted 
on the fi xed prosthesis, which is typ-
ically cemented afterwards. What is 
more important, the bridge can have 
any length, and with glass abutment, 
there is no leverage effect.

If you have any questions about 
this procedure please visit the website 
www.zx27us.com or call M&M Dental 
offi ce at (718) 853–5777. Our offi ce is lo-
cated at 106 Beverley Road (2nd Floor), 
Brooklyn, NY.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Are you tired of
wearing partial dentures 

and are you scared of 
dental implants?

Then this non-surgical procedure exclusively at 
M&M Dental offi ce is for you
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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formed to original music 
commissioned for the fi lm. 

The Nitehawk show on 
Aug. 22 will also feature a 
performance from the Co-
coon troupe, along with 
stand-up routines from 
three comedians to round 
out the night. The three la-

dies are pumped to unleash 
their fi lm for a comedy 
crowd, and hope audiences 
will come with an open 
mind, according to Mani. 

“All we ask is for you 
to go on the ride with us,” 
she said.

The Brooklyn Com-
edy Film, which will also 
screen the reality show 
parody “Sex House” on 
Aug. 21, and a collection 

of short fi lms on Aug. 
26–27, is part of the larger 
Brooklyn Comedy Festi-
val happening across the 
borough.  

“Snowy Bing Bongs 
Across the North Star 
Combat Zone” at Nite-
hawk Cinema (136 Metro-
politan Ave. at Berry Street 
in Williamsburg, www.ni-
tehawkcinema.com). Aug. 
22 at 7:30 pm. $16.

slip over to the Mister Dips 
food truck for burgers and 
beer.

Comic Views at the Wil-
liam Vale (111 N. 12th St. 
at Wythe Avenue, www.
bkcomedyfestival.com).  
Aug. 24 at 9 pm. $15 ($10 in 
advance).

Just kidding
Look parents, if you 

don’t teach your chil-
dren about stand-up com-
edy, they’re just going 
to learn about it in the 
streets. Avoid that fate 
by taking your funny 8- 
to 13-year-old to today’s 
comedy workshop, where 
the juvenile jokesters 
will learn how to write a 
mini-routine to perform 

at the end of the work-
shop. 

Kids’ Comedy Work-
shop at the Brooklyn 
Superhero Supply Com-
pany (372 Fifth Ave. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth 
streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 499–9884, www.
bkc om edyfe stival .c om . 
Aug. 25, 3–5 pm (perfor-
mance for families at 5 
pm). $25.

our solidarity with God’s 
people, particularly those 
who are feeling oppressed 
by the actions of white su-
premacists and the neo-
Nazi movement and its sup-
port across this nation.”

 Lee was stationed at 
the Bay Ridge Army base 
in the 1840s — years be-
fore the Civil War — when 
he planted the maple tree 
at the Fort Hamilton Park-
way church. The iron sign 
honoring the Confederate 
general was posted there 
in 1912.

But following the wave 
of calls nationwide to re-
move similar monuments 
that celebrate the coun-
try’s history of slavery, El-
Yateem and others jumped 
on board to demand the 
removal of Lee’s plaque 
outside the church. The 
Episcopal Diocese of Long 
Island’s decision to remove 
something that memorial-
izes a defender of slavery 
is a step in the right di-
rection, said the would-be 
councilman. 

“I am grateful that 

our advocacy worked,” he 
said. “The Episcopal Dio-
cese of Long Island is on 
the right side of history 
by removing this symbol 
that venerates our history 
of slavery.”

But there’s still more 
to be done, according to 
a handful of pols, includ-
ing Rep. Yvette Clarke (D-
Flatbush) and Borough 
President Adams, who are 
calling on the U.S. Army 
to change street names 
inside the Fort Hamilton 
Army Base that honor 
Confederate leaders, such 
as General Lee Avenue 
and Stonewall Jackson 
Drive.  The push to change 
the names gained steam 
in 2015  after a racially mo-
tivated mass shooting in 
a church in Charleston, 
S.C., sparked a nationwide 
movement to remove Con-
federate fl ags and other 
memorials from public 
spaces.

Back in June, members 
of Brooklyn’s congressio-
nal delegation, including  
Rep. Yvette Clarke, Rep. 
Jerrold Nadler, Rep. Ny-
dia Velázquez, and Rep. 
Hakeem Jeffries, peti-
tioned the Department of 

the Army to change the 
names, but the Pentagon 
rebuffed the request.

In a July 20 letter to the 
delegation, Army spokes-
woman Diane Randon 
wrote that “After over a 
century any effort to re-
name memorializations 
on Fort Hamilton would 
be controversial and divi-
sive.”

Now, less than a week 
after one of the most con-
troversial and divisive in-
cidents in the movement 
to remove Confederate 
memorializations, pres-
sure is building anew on 
the Army over the street 
names.

 Gov. Cuomo wrote a 
letter to the acting secre-
tary of the Army on Aug. 
16 demanding the removal 
the street signs he called 
deeply rooted in racism. 

“Symbols of slavery 
and racism have no place 
in New York,” he wrote. 

On the same day, even 
Republican mayoral can-
didate Assembylwoman 
Nicole Malliotakis (R-
Bay Ridge) added her 
voice, to make a bipar-
tisan call to change the 
street names.

Continued from page 6

BALLET

Continued from page 6

BEST
Continued from page 8

LEE

to trim the tree outside her 
home between Avenues U 
and T. “I wouldn’t be a pain 
in the butt if I didn’t think it 
was dangerous.”

Gioia fi rst put the call 
out to the Parks Depart-
ment on May 1 because of 
a threateningly loose limb, 
but the city agency didn’t 
respond for a month,  so she 
instead had to enlist the 
help of some of New York’s 
Bravest to take an ax to the 
branches on May 31 . 

The Parks Department 
said its arborists would 
come to check out the tree’s 
other precarious limbs by 
July 1 — but that never hap-
pened, according to Gioia. 

“They never did,” she 
said. “All I want them 
to do is come check the 
branches I think are going 
to fall — I don’t think I’m 
asking too much. Some-

thing has to be done be-
fore something happens.”

Something nearly did on 
Aug. 9, when a small gust of 
wind wrenched off a thick 
branch which landed just 
inches from a parked car, in 
an area where the local kids 
frequently play. The bough 
was so bulky that Gioia’s 
neighbors had to help her 
chop it up to haul it off, she 
said. 

“This one fell on its 
own,” she said. “This was 
heavy.”

But the Parks Depart-
ment shouldn’t wait for an 
accident to take action about 
dangerous tree limbs —  
such as the tragic incident 
in Central Park on Aug. 15 
when the massive tree top-
pled over onto a mother and 
three children  — said an-
other Kimball Street resi-
dent.

“I was just going to park 
under that tree just now 
and I said, ‘nope,’ ” said Jef-
frey Diamond. “It was a big 

branch, considering today 
a tree just fell in Central 
Park, they should be really 
up on this stuff.”

The Parks Department 
said the problematic Kim-
ball Street tree is in good 
condition and not a risk — 
despite the falling branch 
— but its tree surgeons 
still plan to prune the tree 
within the next month, a 
spokeswoman said. 

“Our arborists are ex-
perts and take many factors 
into consideration when de-
termining whether emer-
gency pruning is needed. 
Risk is determined by the 
likelihood of a branch hit-
ting a target and the conse-
quence of that impact,” she 
said. “This tree was found 
to be low risk and in good 
condition, and following a 
May 17 inspection, a work 
order to prune for dead-
wood was created.”

But three months after 
the work order was issued, 
the work remains undone.

Continued from page 1

BRANCH

lice just fi gure it’s the 
driver’s word against a 
dead person’s,” he said. 
“Why do they do this? It’s 
easy, they’re lazy, they’re 
prejudiced — I don’t know. 
It’s not a priority for them. 
They don’t think of it as a 
crime and they do a half-
assed investigation.”

The District Attorney’s 
offi ce is also responsible 
for conducting a separate 
investigation, but usually 
relies on police reports 
instead of doing its own 
work, said White.

“It seems to me the 
DA’s offi ce relies entirely 
too much upon the police 
making the assessment 
whether there’s any crim-
inality,” he said.

A rep for the District 
Attorney’s offi ce refused 
to comment on the details 
of the case and said it will 
be closed “when all in-
vestigatory avenues have 
been concluded and a fi -
nal conclusion has been 
reached.”

He refused to say 
which other avenues are 
currently being explored.

Police are also refus-
ing to release the name 
of the driver, claiming it 

is against policy to iden-
tify persons of interest 
before an arrest is made, 
despite having  named 
suspects  of past  ongoing 
investigations  numer-
ous  times .

Flanzig said it’s un-
common for cops to re-
verse their decision and 
decide to press charges, 
but that it has happened 
when police are pres-
sured to hold someone ac-
countable.

“It tends to be politi-
cal pressure or journal-
ists putting pressure on 
the NYPD when they turn 
around and make the 
charges,” he said.

Continued from page 3

DRIVER

information of the affected 
residents. But Abramson 
never followed through on 
scheduling a meeting be-
tween the residents and the 
mayor or anyone from his 
offi ce. Abramson did not re-
ply to a request for comment 
by press time.

A resident of one of the 
private streets affected who 
received a phone call from 
Abramson to discuss the 
policy said that he listened 
to her point of view, but she 
did not get the sense that the 
conversation would bring 
about any sort of change. 

“It was really just kind 
of a perfunctory reach out,” 
said Amanda Regnier, a res-
ident of Wogan Terrace who 
is also a petitioner in the 
lawsuit. “It seemed like a for-

mality that he heard me out, 
but it didn’t change what he 
was saying back to me.”  

The city has insisted that 
the policy change is a safety 
issue, but Larney and other 
residents have charged that 
this rationale does not make 
sense, not only because the 
private streets are safe, but 
also because the policy ig-
nores the safety of the resi-
dents — some of whom are 
elderly or disabled.

“In my opinion, going 
down the alleyway of Bar-
well Terrace is safer than 
going down a public street,” 
Larney said. “It’s isolated. 
It’s quiet. They’re concerned 
about the safety of a Sanita-
tion worker walking down 
an alleyway, but they don’t 
care about the safety of an el-
derly or infi rm person now 
having to bring their trash 
150 yards to the curb.” 

Beckmann said there 

are no records of Sanitation 
workers injured while col-
lecting garbage on the four 
private streets. And Regnier 
and Larney said that emer-
gency medical technicians, 
fi refi ghters, and police of-
fi cers regularly walk down 
the four private streets on 
foot, which calls into ques-
tion the city’s defense of the 
new trash policy.

Larney said he and his 
neighbors fi led suit because 
this is a clear-cut case of tax-
ation without sanitation.

“We’re already entitled 
to all city services,” he said. 
“Sanitation revoked or com-
pletely modifi ed the ser-
vices we’re entitled to and 
yet we pay full city tax.” 

The residents will have 
their day in court on Aug. 18 
in Kings County Supreme 
Court, according to Stephen 
Harrison, the attorney rep-
resenting the residents.

Continued from page 4

TRASH
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, SI, NY 10305, (718) 447-5882
www.IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380, 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209, (718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219, (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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BY COLIN MIXSON
A former Brooklyn district attor-
ney and assemblyman colluded to 
fabricate evidence and bribe wit-
nesses so they could convict a po-
litical rival of voter fraud, a civil 
complaint fi led Tuesday in Kings 
County federal court alleges.

Sunset Park attorney John 
O’Hara, who is running for judge-
ship in Brooklyn civil court, said 
he’s bringing suit in order to drag 
defendants Charles Hynes and 
James Brennan through the le-
gal system following a two-decade 
struggle to clear his name. 

“You know what I was doing for 
the last 20 years,” he said. “Now 
you know what I’ll be doing for the 
next 20 years. I’m in no hurry.” 

Then District Attorney Hynes 
pursued O’Hara’s conviction 
throughout the early ’90s, and in 
2000 fi nally succeeded in getting 
a guilty verdict after an unprec-
edented three trials — making 
the attorney the fi rst New Yorker 

since legendary suffragette Susan 
B. Anthony to be convicted of voter 
fraud. He was sentenced to 1,500 
hours of community service, fi ned 
$20,000, and prohibited from prac-
ticing law until 2008, when he was 
reinstated to the bar.

A conviction review unit as-
sembled by Hynes’ successor Ken 
Thompson found evidence to  ex-
onerate O’Hara in January , and 
ever since the lawyer has vowed 
to seek justice for what he called 
malicious prosecution motivated 
by cutthroat, political greed.

The suit claims that O’Hara 
landed on Assemblyman Bren-
nan’s radar when he challenged 
another Assembly candidate 
backed by the powerful state leg-
islator in 1994 — a bid for offi ce 
that followed the lawyer’s four 
previous, unsuccessful attempts 
to unseat members of what he 
calls Brooklyn’s “Democratic ma-
chine.”

Brennan, working with his chief 

of staff and another attorney, hired 
a private eye who illegally nabbed 
copies of O’Hara’s state tax returns 
while spying on him, the complaint 
alleges. The assemblyman tried to 
derail O’Hara’s ’94 campaign, and 
his subsequent assembly bid in 
1996, by suing the political outsider 
in civil court, but each case was dis-
missed.

The pol then colluded with the 
district attorney to sue his rival 
for voter fraud, claiming O’Hara 
lived on 61st Street when he voted 
in an election district 14 blocks 
away, according to the complaint, 
which alleges Brennan and Hynes 
intentionally failed to record their 
surveillance of the lawyer in or-
der to avoid giving evidence in his 
favor to a grand jury.

O’Hara claims he lived at his 
girlfriend’s 47th Street apartment 
throughout the three trials, but 
that the pol and top prosecutor 
paid neighbors to argue he lived 
elsewhere.

Brennan would camp outside 
the 66th Precinct waiting for po-
lice detectives investigating the 
case so he could direct them in 
their probe, the complaint claims. 
In addition, it states that Hynes 
subpoenaed O’Hara’s mail — 
which was opened before it was 
returned — and alleges the law-
yer was constantly followed by a 
man in a black town car.

Hynes declined to comment 
on the allegations, saying he’s 
been sued many times and his 
policy is not to comment on 

pending litigation.
A spokesman for Brennan said 

the former pol is innocent and 
plans on counter-suing O’Hara 
for libel.

“The complaint is meritless 
and malicious, and obviously 
timed to get publicity for his cam-
paign,” said Stuart Marques. “We 
plan to countersue for libel.”

The massive 41-page complaint 
the attorney fi led this week fol-
lows an initial notice that he fi led 
in Brooklyn civil court  in Febru-
ary .

It’s his day in court

SEEKING JUSTICE: Sunset Park lawyer and current civil court judge candidate 
John O’Hara fi led a complaint on Tuesday alleging former District Attorney 
Charles Hynes and Assemblyman James Brennan colluded to wrongly convict 
him of voter fraud. File photo by Colin Mixson

John O’Hara sues former DA, assemblyman for 
their ‘malicious prosecution’ in ’90s conviction 

THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK
is pleased to announce 

3 convenient locations with a new offi ce in Midwood.
THE PREMIERE VASCULAR CENTER IN NEW YORK

IS THE ONLY COMPREHENSIVE CENTER
THAT SPECIALIZES IN 

VASCULAR MEDICINE AND SURGERY
ENRICO ASCHER, MD

ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP

SHEILA BLUMBERG, VS

NATALIE MARKS, MD

ANIL HINGORANI, MD

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11235

Midwood:
2523 Kings Highway 
Suite 1C
Brooklyn, NY 11229

Boro Park:
960 50th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219

718-438-3800
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and Michael — grew up in 
Dyker Heights, and they 
fi rst fell in love with the 
traditional tunes of their 
homeland as kids, when 
their dad would play the 
tunes for them. And about 
15 years ago, the trio of self-
taught musicians decided 
to pick up their banjos and 
guitars and start strum-
ming along to the songs of 
their Gaelic ancestors, said 
Canny. 

“We grew up to my dad 
listening play Irish music 
all the time, on records he 
had, and the radio,” he said. 
“It got us interested. We’ve 
always been fans of Irish 

music but never considered 
playing it until we noticed 
there weren’t a lot of people 
doing it at the time. We fi g-
ured it was kind of in our 
wheelhouse and gave it a 
try.”

The Canny kin got their 
cousin, Kevin Baynes, to 
play along on keyboards, 
and recruited their child-
hood friend Keith Fallon 
to take the helm as lead 
singer. 

The six-piece band, in-
cluding un-Canny drum-
mer Mick Bauer, plays clas-
sic Irish rebel and freedom 
songs, along with Celtic an-
thems and bluegrass tunes, 
but they also play original 
songs with more personal 
ties to the group. One of the 
band’s original composi-

tions, “William O’Connor,” 
is about the brothers’ 
grandfather, who escaped 
from an Irish prison and 
immigrated to America, 
said Canny.

“It’s basically a story 
about him and what he 
went through coming to 
America,” he said. 

The Canny Brothers 
Band will join the Clann 
Eireann Irish Pipe Band at 
the free Irish Night party 
in Shore Road Park, and the 
Bay Ridge St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Committee will sell 
raffl es and t-shirts to bene-
fi t the annual parade.

Irish Night on Shore 
Road Park (Shore Road at 
79th Street in Bay Ridge, 
www.cannybrothersband.
com). Aug. 23 at 7 pm. Free.

housing — which prices only 18 of more 
than 330 rental units at rates within the 
means of community members — as se-
verely lacking.

And the state senator also doubts that 
below-market-rate rents could fund the op-
eration of the rec center, noting that area 
residents would be the fi rst to lose access 
to the facility if that revenue fails to main-
tain it.

“So what happens? The rec center loses 
money,” Hamilton said at the meeting. “So 
they raise the fees so the people from the 
community who should have been using it 
can’t use it.”

The pol fi rst asked the mayor’s offi ce for 
the deal’s fi nancial details last October, in-
cluding information on construction costs, 
the project’s debt structure, and a break-
down of the rec center’s operating costs 
and expected revenue, a spokesman said.

But the city refused to hand anything 
over, forcing Hamilton to fi le a second re-
quest under the Freedom of Information 
Act for “any and all documents pertaining 
to” the armory redevelopment, according 
to his rep Ean Fullerton.

The city answered that request on 
March 7, but it did not supply all relevant 
information, according to Fullerton, who 
said reps for the Economic Development 
Corporation invited the senator to review 
some fi nancial documents at their offi ce, 
but did not provide copies that he could re-
view without agency supervision.

Offi cials eventually gave the pol a one-
page fi nancial overview of the nearly $200-
million project after he refused to review 
material in the city’s presence, which he 
said still withheld certain details.

“In Sen. Hamilton’s opinion, what they 
provided omitted vital analysis, assump-
tions, and numbers that would be in a fi -
nancial statement,” Fullerton said. “Sen. 
Hamilton believes what [the EDC] sub-
mitted did not have the level of detail that 
[BFC Partners] provided to the EDC.”

The city, however, claims the document 

offers a full breakdown of the deal and 
proves that it serves the community and is 
economically viable, according to an Eco-
nomic Development Corporation spokes-
woman.

“We’ve made full fi nancial information 
on the project public to the state senator 
and anyone else seeking it,” said Stepha-
nie Baez. “It is 100-percent clear how the 
project balances costs of providing a new 
community rec center, affordable housing, 
and space for local non-profi ts — achieving 
the objectives this community has sought 
for many years.”

When asked for the fi nancial informa-
tion by this newspaper, Baez said to submit 
a Freedom of Information Law request or 
consult state Sen. Hamilton, whose staff 
ultimately provided it.

According to the document, the de-
veloper will net a profi t of just more than 
$737,000 from condo sales, and an annual 
cash fl ow of nearly $800,000 from rentals. 
A red, zig-zagging arrow indicates a rela-
tionship between the cash fl ow from rental 
units and the rec center, but it is not imme-
diately apparent how one affects the other.

Continued from page 1 

ARMORY

Continued from page 1 

MUSIC

MORE TRANSPARENCY: Local pols including 
state Sen. Jesse Hamilton are accusing the city 
of withholding fi nancial information on the plan 
to redevelop Crown Heights’ publicly owned Bed-
ford-Union Armory, which they say potentially 
obstructs the ability to add more below-market-
rate units to a project criticized for its lack of 
affordable housing.
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  
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Iconic boro women recognized

onx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97
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L & M  Tours

6812 3rd Ave  
Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches and 24-seat mini buses 
available for your transportation needs.

Cruise Destinations:

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 7
Come See USA & Canada With Us

 Scheduled Bus Trips   
 All Year Round
  Five Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

 Penn Dutch Amish; Philadelphia; Cape May
 Boston; Newport; Providence; Baltimore
Lobster & Crab Feast; Casinos & Shows
Cape Cod; Maine; New Hampshire
Branson & St Louis; Ohio’s Amish Country
West Virginia; Outer Banks; Myrtle Beach
Niagara Falls & Toronto; Ocean City, MD
Train/Boat Ride; JF Kennedy’s Centennial
Shopping Outlets; Day & Overnight Trips

Call For

Free
Brochure

Receive a FREE Bus Trip 
after completing 

a 9 days or more cruise

Group Discount 
Available
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