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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
The new show on the block 
is back!

A comedy festival dedi-
cated to promoting minor-
ity voices will return big-
ger and better than ever 
next week. The second Cin-
derblock Comedy Festival, 
happening Sept. 7–10, has 

added more comics, more 
venues, and a whole new 
neighborhood to its lineup, 
said its founder.

“We are so much big-
ger than last year and not 
only are we doing in it in 
Williamsburg again, we 
also have Bushwick in our 
path,” said Coree Spencer. 

About 130 comedians 
will join the four-day affair, 
up from 60 last year, with 
performances at 19 differ-
ent venues. Actress and co-
median Janeane Garofalo 
will headline the festival, 
and will also join a show-
case of older women in com-

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
It was a spirited step back in 
time.

Several Caribbean-American 
groups transformed the stairs 
outside the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary’s central branch into a 
stage on Aug. 19 when they gath-
ered to celebrate the heritage 
of three-decade-old J’Ouvert, a 
parade rooted in cultural resis-
tance, with traditional music and 
dances.

“It’s a tradition and it brings 
people together — it is a time for 
us to play mas, sing, and dance,” 
said Menesky Magloire, who per-
formed with the Brooklyn-based 
Haitian dance group, Troupe 
Zetwal. “And this is us resisting 
because it’s an act of claiming 
our space and an act of celebrat-
ing our culture and ourselves.”

More than 200 revelers fl ocked 
to the Prospect Heights book 
lender for “The Art and History 
of J’Ouvert: Tradition as Resis-
tance,” which honored the his-
tory of the Labor Day procession 
that precedes the annual West In-
dian Day parade.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s halfway open for busi-
ness! 

Drivers can fi nally cross 
the Belt Parkway’s  long-
awaited  new Mill Basin 
Bridge. The Department 
of Transportation shifted 
all Brooklyn-bound traf-
fi c to the new drawbridge 

over the Mill Basin inlet on 
Aug. 30.

Queens-bound traffi c 
will still head over the old 
span, but the opening of the 
new lane is fi nally a wheel 
in the right direction, be-
cause the  long-delayed con-
struction  has caused major 

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10

Take a tour of 
Owl’s Head Park

BY LAUREN GILL
It will be a hoot!

A Bay Ridge history buff will 
lead an educational expedition 
through Owl’s Head Park on Sept. 
9, showing off one of the borough’s 
most gorgeous green spaces.

“I think it’s one of the most 
beautiful pieces of land in Brook-
lyn,” said Henry Stewart, who 
writes about Kings County his-
tory. 

During the tour, Stewart 
will uncover the history of the 
diamond-shaped piece of land, 
bought up during the 1850s by 
Henry Murphy, one of Brooklyn’s 
founding fathers. Murphy sold the 
parcel to manufacturer Eliphalet 
W. Bliss, who died in 1903. In his 
will, Bliss offered to sell the land 
to the city for a reduced price on 
the condition it be turned into 
a public park. The city eventu-
ally agreed, but had no money 
left over to maintain the green 
space, according to Stewart, and 
the land fell into disrepair until 
1940, when parks commissioner 

Continued on page 10

MEADOW MAVEN: Bay Ridge historian Henry Stewart will lead a tour of Owl’s Head Park on Sept. 9.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto 

JANEANE FROM THE 
’BLOCK: Janeane Garofalo 
will headline the festival, 
with performances on Sept. 
9 and 10. Steven DeWall

BIRD’S-EYE VIEWJ’Ouvert 
security 

beefed up

Diverse comedy fest backBridging the gap
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s a kindergarten cap!

The city will not add an extra class for 
kindergarteners at Brooklyn Heights’ PS 8 
this year, despite a  wait list  of 24 students just 
one school-year after a controversial rezon-
ing designed to reduce overcrowding in its 
classrooms. And the decision is frustrating 
parents who hoped to get their youngsters 
enrolled there before the fi rst bell on Sept. 7.

“We really wanted our daughter to be 
in her local public school with her friends. 
We’re pretty upset about it,” said one dad, 
who asked not to be named for fear of retri-
bution.

There will be fi ve kindergarten classes 
this year, but parents crossed their fi ngers 
the city would add a sixth to accommodate 
youngsters hoping to matriculate at the 
Hicks Street school.

But it will not, according to an education 
department spokesperson, who said wait-
listed kids either have to enroll elsewhere 
or be lucky enough to snag a spot with less 
than two weeks until the fi rst day.

The agency hoped to avoid this prob-
lem when it redrew zoning lines to cut the 
area PS 8 serves by about 50 percent in 2016, 
adding the other half of its former district, 
which includes Dumbo and Vinegar Hill, to 
the zone served by nearby PS 307. The move 
angered parents who hoped to send their 
tykes to PS 8 as well as those of kids at PS 
307, who worried an infl ux of rich families 
would  alter the fabric  of the largely minor-
ity facility.

The rezoning seemed to work at fi rst — 
there was no kindergarten wait list in 2016 
after 50 tots could not get in the year before.

Its return has little to do with the glut 
of residents moving to the booming nabes 
served by the school, according to the edu-
cation department rep, who blamed it on 
incoming siblings of already-enrolled stu-
dents that receive priority admission even 
though they now live outside the district.

Eighteen of those pint-sized pupils will 
be attending PS 8 this year, according to 
spokesman Will Mantell, who said the over-
crowding is expected to subside as squirts
with siblings get older.

He did not say, however, how that theory 
applied to the lack of a wait list last year — 
when already-enrolled students also had in-
coming siblings — or how it explains this 
year’s six wait-listed kids who don’t have 
kin at PS 8.

The city is refusing to add another kin-
dergarten class because the school is al-
ready overcapacity for the 2017–18 school 
year, Mantell claimed, although he refused 
to give enrollment fi gures, saying he doesn’t 
have fi nal numbers. 

He did say that 165 kindergarten stu-
dents received offers, up from 148 last year. 
One hundred forty were enrolled in 2014–15, 
120 in 2015–16, and 116 in 2016–17. There 
were fi ve classes the past two years, and six 
in 2014–15.

Meanwhile, the number of students ap-
plying for kindergarten at PS 307 this year 
increased after PS 8 families learned they 
were wait listed in March, according to 
Mantell. The city sent out 88 offers for the 
Vinegar Hill school, up from 66 last year, a 
boost it credits to the wait list at the Brook-
lyn Heights facility.

The PS 8 dad said several parents have 
told him there are only four second-grade 
classes at the school this year, leaving space 
open for more kindergartners, but the edu-
cation department refused to verify this, ig-
noring repeated questions on the number of 
second-grade classrooms.

The frustrated father attributed the 
agency’s silence to his theory that the city 
wants to push more kids into PS 307, which 
will again operate under capacity this year.

“My understanding is they actually have 
space for another class and it was a decision 
by enrollment somehow not to do it because 
there was space at 307,” he said. “They’re 
basically denying people the right to go to 
their own school because they happen to 
have capacity open a mile away.”

The education department rep refused 
to say whether it was attempting this tactic, 
offering only a few words of encouragement 
for those still stuck on the wait list.

“We’ll continue to work with families 
to ensure they fi nd kindergarten seats that 
meet their needs,” he said.

JAM PACKED
There’s no room for wait-listed at Heights school

NO ROOM: Kids outside PS 8, where the city will not add a sixth kindergarten class despite a 24-person 
wait list just one school-year after a rezoning of the school’s district.
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AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
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3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- Just 5 miles from the Brooklyn Bridge & 4 miles from Tunnel - 
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BY LAUREN GILL
Talk about busting a move!

The city will get a new agency 
that governs nocturnal activ-
ity following the Council’s Aug. 
24 vote to approve a bill to cre-
ate an Offi ce of Nightlife, a move 
that will bolster small businesses 
struggling to operate after dark, 
according to the Bushwick pol 
who spearheaded the legislation.

“I truly believe this bill will 
breathe life back into our city 
and foster spaces for culture to 
fl ourish in the after hours, while 
also protecting a vital piece of 
this economy,” said Councilman 
Rafael Espinal (D–Bushwick). 
“We’re known to be the city that 
never sleeps and we must do what 
we can to support it.”

The  bill  creates a position for 
the United States’ fi rst Director of 
Nightlife, or “Night Mayor,” who 
will mediate between City Hall, 
the after-hours businesses that 
comprise the $10-billion industry, 
and the communities in which it 
thrives.

In addition, the moonlight 
czar will be charged with form-
ing strategies to improve the qual-
ity of life in neighborhoods where 
venues operate, advocating for in-
dustry workers, and helping do-it-
yourself performance spaces nav-
igate the city’s complex codes.

The night mayor will oversee a 
12-person advisory board includ-
ing industry veterans, land use 
experts, and service workers.

Each board member will serve 

a two-year term, and eight will be 
appointed by the Council speaker 
while the mayor will appoint 
four.

Espinal introduced the Offi ce 
of Nightlife legislation in June, ar-
guing the city needs to do more to 
protect small businesses that op-
erate after hours from being suf-
focated by regulations that cater 
to big clubs with little diversity.

“Recently, [nightlife] has been 
seeing a trend of being too corpo-
rate, sparse, and inaccessible to 
everyday New Yorkers,” he said. 
“The diverse businesses that al-
low people of all colors to take part 
in New York City’s culture are at 
risk of becoming homogenous.”

He modeled the night mayor 
role after Amsterdam’s nacht-
burgemeester, a seat the Dutch cap-
ital created in 2012 to promote its 
nightlife industry that led to the 
introduction of 24-hour permits.

Since then, other cities such as 
Berlin, Paris, and London have 
followed with similar incarna-
tions of the offi ce.

The councilman introduced a 
separate, related measure in June 
that calls for repealing the city’s 
Cabaret Law — a Prohibition-era 
statute with  discriminatory roots  
that forbids dancing in venues un-
less they have a diffi cult-to-obtain 
license.

He’ll hold a hearing on that bill 
in September, but said he wants to 
see the Offi ce of Nightlife estab-
lished before moving on further 
legislation.

Filling the coveted gig of  night 
mayor is up to the all-day mayor, 
who has two months to appoint 
the city’s promoter-in-chief once 
he signs the bill into law.

Hizzoner — who announced 
the creation of a “nightlife ambas-
sador” in June — has shown some 
support for the legislation, but a 
rep said he is still reviewing the 
latest version.

Espinal said those interested 
in the job should be well-versed in 
all sorts of after-dark entertain-
ment, and directed applicants to 
send resumes to City Hall or his 
offi ce.

“I encourage people who want 
to apply to send their resume in 
to the mayor’s offi ce or my offi ce,” 
he said. “It’s important we have 
someone who understands all dif-
ferent types of nightlife, and fi g-
ures out a way to make it easier 
for those involved.”

Activists cheered the bill’s pas-
sage, saying an agency that over-
sees after-hours activities will 
further legitimize one of the city’s 
oldest and most important indus-
tries.

“There are many mispercep-
tions about nightlife. An offi ce 
solely dedicated to being transpar-
ent and helpful could show that it 
isn’t a scourge on society, but an 
integral piece of NYC that has 
always existed and should con-
tinue to thrive,” said Adam Snead 
of Dance Liberation Network, a 
group advocating to repeal the 
Cabaret Law.

BY LAUREN GILL
The buildings are too damn 
high!

The developer planning 
to build two huge towers in 
Boerum Hill must downsize the 
high-rises to get city approval, 
a new  petition  that will be pre-
sented to offi cials in charge of 
greenlighting the project de-
mands.

“It’s one tool in terms of com-
municating to our elected offi -
cials how people feel about this,” 
said Howard Kolins, president 
of civic group the Boerum Hill 
Association, which created the 
petition. “The consensus from 
most people is the project is just 
too big.”

The association plans to de-
liver the request, which had 
amassed 713 signatures by press 
time, to Councilman Steve Levin 
(D–Boerum Hill), Borough Pres-
ident Adams, and Community 
Board 2’s Land Use Committee 
— all of whom have a say in the 
development’s lengthy approval 
process — before each decides 
whether to allow builder Alloy 
Development to construct  74- 
and 38-story high-rises  on a lot 
bounded by Flatbush Avenue, 
Third Avenue, and State Street, 
which is on the outskirts of the 
brownstone-lined nabe.

The super-tall towers are not 
in keeping with the low-rise en-
clave’s aesthetic, according to 
the petition.

The 80 Flatbush project also 
includes a new 350-seat elemen-
tary school and a new building 
for the Khalil Gibran Interna-
tional School, which already 
sits on the lot inside a crum-
bling structure that will be re-
fashioned into a cultural center 
as part of the scheme.

But neighbors contend that 
they shouldn’t have to welcome 
skyscrapers to get new schools, 
arguing the extra seats won’t 
even put a dent in the area’s 
school-capacity crisis because 
the towers will just bring more 
families into the neighborhood.

The petition demands the 
Education Department identify 
more locations for classrooms 
that can accommodate the grow-
ing swathe of Brooklyn’s school-
age population before the de-
velopment moves forward. And 
Kolins said people are disap-
pointed that it seems like  the 
city can no longer fund schools 
without enlisting private help .

“The community feedback 

was a deep sense of regret that 
the city seems incapable of 
building schools without pri-
vate support,” he said.

Residents are also calling for 
Alloy to remove loading docks 
on State Street from the plan, 
so locals don’t have to deal with 
truck congestion and trash. But 
a rep for the developer said they 
need to be installed to meet city 
zoning rules, and that Alloy is 
hoping it can convince offi cials 
to reduce the project’s loading 
requirements.

Locals also say the skyscrap-
ers will block their sight of the 
nearby Williamsburgh Savings 
Bank building, forcing people 
who for decades have enjoyed 
picturesque views of the his-
toric tower to hit the street just 
to catch a glimpse of it.

“That building is an icon and 
it now becomes more and more 
walled-off and invisible for our 
neighbors looking that way,” 
Kolins said.

The civic group’s leader met 
with Alloy’s head honcho last 
month, and the developer has 
hosted several meetings with 
community members since an-
nouncing the towers, input from 
which will be used to shape the 
project, according to Alloy’s 
chief.

“We take the public input 
seriously and feel it will make 
for a better project,” said Jared 
Della Valle.

The city held a meeting in 
June to get locals’ feedback on 
the project’s environmental im-
pact study, which examines how 
it will affect the community, 
and should be releasing the re-
sults of that assessment soon, 
Kolins said.

The public will then have 
time to respond before Alloy 
presents its plans to Commu-
nity Board 2, which it intends to 
do in December, he said.

Petition: Towers are 
wrong fi t for B’Hill

It’s party time!
Council OKs pol’s bill for nightlife mayor, agency

NOT RIGHT: A petition against the 
80 Flatbush towers demands they 
be downsized before the project 
proceeds.

NIGHT MOVES: City Council voted to approve a bill proposing the creation of an Offi ce of Nightlife governed by a “Night 
Mayor,” who will be in charge of mediating between the $10-billion industry and City Hall. File photo by Stefano Giovannini
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LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN
GUARANTEED!40 DAYS

Change Your Life!No Hormones

No Shots

No Drugs

No Surgery

No Crazy    
Diets

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System
Dr. Melinda Keller

(718) 234-6212
5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

myfatlossexpert.com

40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Neighbors of an elderly Bay 
Ridge woman who died in a 
fi re on Saturday night are 
outraged at the building 
management’s disrespect-
ful response to the deadly 
blaze. Debris from the 
third-fl oor apartment fi re 
that killed 66-year-old Ed-
wina Faith Golas on Aug. 
26 was left on the sidewalk 
of 94th Street for almost 48 
hours after the blaze ripped 
through the unit. 

The pile of furniture 
and personal items, which 
the Fire Department had 
to push out the windows 
in order to extinguish the 
fi re, became the opposite of 
an impromptu memorial of 
the woman’s untimely and 
painful death, according to 
one neighbor. 

“My concern is that it’s 
unbelievably disrespectful 
to her and to the tragedy of 
it all,” said Mallory McMa-
hon, who has lived in the 
building since May. 

Neighbors described 
Golas as kind, funny, talk-
ative, independent, and 
honest. She lived alone but 
was cared for by a rotating 
group of home health aides 
as she battled cancer. She 
had previously worked as 
a fl ight attendant for Brit-
ish Airways, according to 
neighbors. 

 The fi re department an-
nounced via Twitter  on 
Sunday that the fi re was ac-
cidental, caused by a “care-
less discard of smoking 
materials.” Neighbors con-
fi rmed that Golas smoked 
cigarettes.

The debris from her 
apartment included furni-
ture, a charred foam mat-
tress, a stuffed animal, and 
other personal items, pho-
tos, and documents. June 
VonGizycki, a fourth-fl oor 
resident who has lived in 
the building for 29 years 
and also heads the build-
ing’s co-op board, said that 
she learned on Monday 

from the building manage-
ment that Golas had lived 
in the apartment for her en-
tire life, which accounted 
for the large amount of de-
bris.

McMahon said that 
when the fi re department 
came back on Sunday to 
re-inspect the scene, a fi re 
marshal told her it was not 
the department’s responsi-
bility to clean up the scene, 
and that the building man-
agement had to do it. But 
when she asked the build-
ing superintendent later 
that day when he was plan-
ning to remove the debris 
from the sidewalk, she said 
he told her the debris had 
to stay put until the Fire 
Department came back and 
looked at the apartment yet 
again. 

Another resident said 
that regardless of who was 
responsible for the cleanup, 
it should have been done 
sooner.

“It should have been 

cleaned up the next morn-
ing, for sure. There was a 
lot to do,” said April Mo-
nahan, a third-fl oor resi-
dent who has lived in the 
building for fi ve years and 
checked in on Golas daily 
for the past six months. “I 
wish it was handled in a 
different way. Somewhere 
along the line it should’ve 
been delegated and defi -
nitely not sit there for two 
days.”

The superintendent 
could not be reached for 
comment by press time. 

McMahon, who lives on 
the sixth fl oor, also said 
that she was concerned 
that the smoke detector the 
building provided did not 
go off in her apartment, 
and that most detectors in 
the building never went 
off either, according to her 
neighbors. McMahon evac-
uated after she noticed 
hazy smoke fi lling her bed-
room, she said.

The building is mostly 

fi re-proof, because its 
heavy steel doors and cin-
derblock hallways help con-
tain fi res, VonGizycki said, 
and that may be one rea-
son why McMahon’s smoke 
alarm didn’t go off, accord-
ing to the fi re department.

Smoke still travels 
throughout fi reproof build-
ings, said fi re department 
spokesperson Jim Long, 

but it may take longer to 
get around and build up 
to a level that will trigger 
alarms. He said smoke de-
tectors are meant to alert 
occupants to a fi re in their 
unit rather than detect fi res 
elsewhere in the building. 

“Smoke detectors are 
for your occupancy and 
your specifi c safety,” Long 
said. 

Deadly Ridge blaze kills one
Victim of building fi re disrespected by building management, say neighbors

A LIFETIME OF DEBRIS: The victim’s belongings lingered on the 
94th Street sidewalk for 48 hours after the fatal blaze.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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MATTRESS SALE

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They’re true American patriots. 

Military veterans and city police chiefs 
gathered on Aug. 23 at the Veterans Ad-
ministration Medical Center in Fort Ham-
ilton for the Veterans’ Salute, an event hon-
oring members of the military and police 
force for their service. By all measures, the 
event was a roaring success, according to 
the event’s principal organizer. 

“We had a wonderful ceremony,” said 
James Faraguna, an attorney and vet-
eran. “It was awesome, and we had a huge 
crowd.” 

Faraguna, who is heavily involved with 
the Veterans Administration Medical Cen-
ter, got the idea to create the event after his 
friend, who owns a Bay Ridge gallery and 
framing store, donated an army-themed 
lithograph, or fi ne art print, to the veter-
ans’ hospital’s recreation room, which vets 
term the “clubhouse.” 

Dennis Kyvik owns the Brooklyn Art 
Corporation and donated the lithograph, 
entitled “America’s Military and Depen-
dents Parade,” by artist Carl Braude. He 
said he was happy to honor the veterans 
and police by contributing the artwork.

“I always try to donate something to 
the veterans, as much as I can, and they 
give a lot, so we’re just giving a little back 
to them,” Kyvik said. “If this makes them 
happy, I’m glad.” 

When Faraguna heard about the dona-
tion, he decided it was worthy of celebra-
tion, and would make a nice backdrop to 
an event honoring Ray Diaz, former chief 
of the NYPD Transit Bureau and retiring 

director of security for the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, who also re-
ceived two Purple Hearts for wounds he 
received during his combat service in Viet-
nam. 

Attendees sang “America the Beautiful” 
after kicking off the event with the Pledge 
of Allegiance. They also enjoyed an Ameri-
can fl ag-themed cake. 

The Veterans Administration Medical 
Center holds periodic events honoring the 
veterans, Faraguna said. 

The Brooklyn Cyclones’ mascot, Sandy 
the Seagull, also made an appearance, and 
handed out hats and tickets to the team’s 
Aug. 29 game against the Vermont Lake 
Monsters at MCU Park in Coney Island on 
the team’s Military Appreciation Night, 
which also featured fi reworks. 

LET THEM EAT CAKE: Veteran James Faraguna and Brooklyn Veterans Administration Medical Center 
director Melanie Zarabi serve cake at the Veterans’ Salute held at the center on Aug. 23.  

Vets and police honored at 
Ft. Hamilton VA hospital

FUN TIMES: Veterans Alan Bell and Curtis Brown 
enjoy the festivities. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf
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BY LAUREN GILL
It’s a big, beautiful barrier!

The city fi nished installing a 
four-foot wall near the Red Hook 
shoreline that will safeguard the 
nabe from mild fl ooding — a tempo-
rary safety measure as a permanent 
solution is developed, according to 
the head of the agency overseeing 
the project.

“We wanted to be responsive to 
the community’s concerns and make 
sure we’re doing everything we can 
to make sure Red Hook is safe,” said 
Jainey Bavishi, director of the may-
or’s Offi ce of Recovery and Resil-
iency.

The wall runs along Beard Street 
from Van Brunt to Richards streets 
near Ikea and is comprised of fabric 
boxes fi lled with dirt and plants that 
are surrounded by chain-link fenc-
ing.

It is manufactured by Hesco, 
which provided similar barriers to 

New Orleans after Hurricane Ka-
trina, and will keep out water from a 
10-year fl ood, meaning a deluge that 
has a 10-percent chance of happen-
ing in any given year.

The bastion won’t defend Red 
Hook from a superstorm Sandy–level 
surge, which would bring about 10 
feet of water into the neighborhood. 
But a barrier that shelters the area 
from such a storm would need to 
be up to 15 feet high in some places, 
which Bavishi said is too tall for the 
bustling low-lying community.

“Not everything should be — or 
can be — built to protect against 
Sandy level storms,” she said.

The stretch of Beard Street the 
barrier sits on is susceptible to fre-
quent low-level fl ooding, according 
to a city study analyzing shorelines 
around the fi ve boroughs. Putting 
the wall there also made sense be-
cause there are two high points 
along the thoroughfare, which are 

necessary to ensure the bastion’s 
effectiveness and make sure invad-
ing water doesn’t just fl ow around 
it.

The structure will stay up for 
fi ve years as the city forms a lasting 
fl ood-prevention plan. It is prepar-
ing to invest $100 million in a per-
manent fi x, half of which will come 
from the federal government upon 
its approval of an application for 
emergency management funding.

If approved, that money will go to-
wards raising Beard Street and put-
ting in new bulkheads at the coastal 
Atlantic Basin, Bavishi said. 

Other steps are being taken to 
safeguard Red Hook from fl ooding, 
too.

The New York City Housing Au-
thority invested $440 million to pro-
tect the nabe’s Red Hook Houses 
from rising waters, including ele-
vating the public housing complex’s 
electrical equipment.

BUILDING WALLS: The city has fi nished installing this four-foot barrier along Beard Street, which is designed to protect Red Hook 
from minor fl ooding.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Oh, oh, Domino!
BY LAUREN GILL

They’re living the sweet life!
Residents are moving in 

to the  mega-development on 
the site of Williamsburg’s old 
Domino Sugar factory  after 
the fi rst of its several apart-
ment complexes opened its 
doors in July.

Tenants are settling in to 
87 of the 522 units inside the 
doughnut-shaped structure 
at 325 Kent Ave. It is still un-
der construction, but the De-
partment of Buildings has 
permitted initial occupants 
while work proceeds.

The 16-story building at 
the foot of S. Fourth Street 
houses apartments that in-
clude a $2,452 per month stu-
dio, a $3,387 per month one-
bedroom, and a $5,496 per 
month two-bedroom.

It also holds 104 below-
market-rate units — includ-
ing a $569 per month studio 
and a $979 per month two-
bedroom — that were distrib-
uted through the city’s hous-
ing lottery, which received 
87,000 applications.

Amenities on the prem-
ises include an elevated 
courtyard, a roof deck, a 
health club, a lounge, and a 
chef’s kitchen for catering. 
And an outpost of Clinton 
Hill bar-store-restaurant Me-
kelburg’s, which is known for 
its craft beers and artisinal 
sandwiches, will set up shop 
on the ground fl oor.

Construction on the rest 

of the building is expected 
to fi nish within the year — 
and it can’t be completed 
soon enough, according to a 
spokeswoman who said peo-
ple are itching to check out 
the digs.

“They’ve started to have 
open houses on Saturdays 
and Sundays because so 
many people want to come 
by and see the units,” said Ni-
cole Kolinsky.

Three more residential 
buildings are slated to open 
across the waterfront de-
velopment, with a total of 
2,800 rental apartments. The 
sprawling lot will also in-
clude retail and offi ce space, 
and a park.

Crews are also working 
to rehabilitate the iconic 
Domino Sugar sign, which 
was  removed from the site 
in 2014  ahead of construction 
but will eventually be placed 
atop the landmarked refi n-
ery building, Kolinsky said.

A surge protector
City builds a fl ood wall near the Red Hook coastline

MOVING IN: The donut-shaped 
building at 325 Kent Ave. is now 
welcoming residents.  Two Trees

LUXURY LIVING: A peek inside one of the building’s 522 apartments. 
 Two Trees

Tower at sugar factory site opens doors
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
The city must get rolling 
and tow away a clothing 
donation box that’s taking 
up precious parking space 
on Quentin Road, locals 
charge. 

“It’s been there in the 
same exact spot. I’ve never 
seen anything done, noth-
ing,” said John Luhrs, who 
lives a few blocks away. 
“Parking is tough every-
where and this is taking up 
a valuable parking spot.”

The large, two-wheeled 
donation trailer for the 
Chesed Center — a charity 
which says it supports Cha-
bad houses —  has sat un-
moved between Nostrand 
Avenue and Stuart Street 
for at least six months, and 
has accumulated several 
violations. 

The city issued two tick-
ets, one on Aug. 5 and an-
other on Aug. 9 — neither 

of which was paid — ac-
cording to the Department 
of Finance. And another 
ticket tucked into the door 
of the two-wheeler shows it 
was given on May 18.  

There’s also a boot 
locked onto one of its tires, 
but where it came from re-
mains a mystery — both 
the police department 
and the Department of Fi-
nance claim it’s not theirs, 
and suggest it could have 
been put on by the owner 
to make sure the donation 
box stays put. 

Up until a few weeks ago, 
the donation bin was actu-
ally hooked up to a van that 
was taking up yet another 
parking spot, but someone 
drove it off without tak-
ing the clothing-collection 
trailer with it, said Luhrs, 
who would still like to see 
the whole block freed up.

“The van is gone, my 

biggest issue was the van, 
but the clothes box has 
been there also for about 
six months taking up a 
valuable parking spot,” he 
said. “If that could go, that 
would be great.”

The collection trailer 
is subject to the same vehi-
cle and traffi c laws as any 
other licensed car, which 
means  it cannot sit in the 
same spot on a public street 
for more than seven days , 
according to the police de-
partment. 

But that doesn’t seem to 
stop scoffl aws from leav-
ing them on the street for 
months at a time. Similar 
donation boxes have popped 
up all over the neighbor-
hood, vexing locals look-
ing for parking in highly 
congested areas, said a lo-
cal pol. He said believes 
the good-deed boxes are 
legitimate —even though 

he doesn’t know where the 
collected goods end up — 
but he doesn’t think they 
should be given free reign 
on public streets. 

“They’re all over the 
place, Borough Park, Mid-
wood, Flatbush. I’ve asked 
police to look into it. I think 

they are legit — someone, 
an organization, is invest-
ing an awful lot of money in 
putting all these together. 
I don’t know what’s hap-
pening to the clothing that 
goes in,” said Councilman 
Alan Maisel (D–Marine 
Park). “The main question 

is whether they are sup-
posed to be on the streets — 
I don’t think they should be 
there.”

No one returned re-
peated requests for com-
ment from the number 
listed on the Quentin Road 
donation box. 

READ ALL A-BOOT IT: Locals say this donation box — which has sat in the same spot for more than six 
months and acquired several tickets and a boot — is taking up much-needed parking.  
 Community News Group / Julianne Cuba

Locals: Donation boxes taking parking spots

A charity case
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 (718) 
370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, SI, NY 10305, (718) 447-5882
www.IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380, 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209, (718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or (718) 
504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219, (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  
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Iconic boro women recognized
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

Robert Moses invested the 
cash to create the park that 
exists today. 

Steward said there is 
plenty to learn about the 
meadow — including the 
mysterious, nonsensical 
origin of its name. A differ-
ent piece of land, shaped 

like an owl’s head with 
wings, once jutted into the 
water at Shore Road and 
81st Street, but nobody 
knows why Murphy gave 
his plot of land the same 
name. Stewart thinks he 
was just misinformed, and 
then tried to cover up his 
mistake with nonsense 
stories.

“They stole the name,” 
he said. “After that Mur-

phy kind of bent over back-
wards to create myths as to 
why it’s called Owl’s Head. 
All of that is b-------.” 

Historical Tour at Owl’s 
Head Park (67th Street 
at Colonial Road in Bay 
Ridge, meet at Horticul-
ture Group’s table in front 
of sprinkler plaza, www.
facebook.com/owlsheadvol-
unteers). Sept. 9 at noon. $5 
suggested donation.

edy, which Spencer said is 
one of the fest’s most antici-
pated shows. 

“We have a lot of big 
headliners and a great 
lineup,” she said. “We also 
have a show called ‘Women 
of a Certain Age,’ and it’s 
about women over 40 and 
their under-representation 
in comedy — and that’s go-
ing to be an insane show.”

The festival, which fa-
mously  charges straight 
white men more to apply  
than it does women or mi-
nority comics, got a lot of 
opposition when it debuted 
the policy last year. But 
many naysayers changed 
their minds when Cinder 
Block announced its di-
verse lineup up comedians, 
said Spencer.

“It’s so much more qui-
eter this year. We hit a 
nerve and I feel like people 
were still in denial that 

this was something that 
we needed, and a lot of peo-
ple who weren’t on our side 
started coming around to 
it,” she said. “This festival 
is for everybody, and once 
people see my lineup there’s 
no debating that.”

Cinder Block Comedy 
Festival at various loca-
tions in Williamsburg 
and Bushwick, www.cin-
derblockcomedyfestival.
com. Sept. 7–10. Tickets 
prices vary from free to 
$15.

The event came weeks 
after organizers pushed 
the typically pre-dawn 
J’Ouvert, which means 
“daybreak,”  to daylight 
hours  this year in an at-
tempt to mitigate  deadly vi-
olence  that has plagued the 
celebration in the past.

Magloire and members 
of his troupe played horns 
and formed a “rara” pro-
cession — a musical street 
march that originated in 
Haiti — from nearby Pros-
pect Park to the library. 

The performance was in 
keeping with the theme of 
rebellion, and also shares 
similar history, he said.

“Rara is not only people 
just getting together and 
playing instruments. It has 
a history in colonialism 
and it’s embedded in many 
of our cultures,” Magloire 
said. “But rara is special to 
Haitian culture because it’s 
not only a celebration but 
also has a role in our politi-
cal resistance and history 
in the country.”

Some participants wore 
costumes and body paint 
to portray mythical char-
acters, while others donned 

satirical getups inspired by 
actual cultural fi gures, such 
as President Donald Trump 
and his wife, Melania.

The celebratory shindig 
offered an important look 
at J’Ouvert’s origins as a 
unifying event as propo-
nents of the parade work to 
reverse the violent reputa-
tion it has gained in recent 
years, according to another 
attendee.

“I enjoyed the togeth-
erness, especially since 
we’re trying to let every-
one know what the history 
is and what the culture is 
really like,” said Trudy 
Llewellyn.

PARK

FESTIVAL

J’OUVERT
Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

backups, especially when 
it rains, said the district 
manager of Community 
Board 18. 

“We anxiously await 
the completion of this proj-
ect, which has been the 
cause of extensive traffi c 
congestion,” said Dottie 
Turano. 

Commuters traveling 
along the Belt Parkway 
into Brooklyn, between 
Flatbush Avenue and the 
old bridge, will be rerouted 
onto the Queens-bound 
lanes of the new structure. 

The traffi c shift will help 
contractors establish a 
work zone in order to begin 
the next stage of the recon-
struction project, and three 
lanes of the eastbound road-
way will remain in place, 
according to information 
from the Department of 
Transportation. 

The construction is 
part of a $365-million fed-
eral- and city-funded proj-
ect that began in 2009 to 
rebuild the seven bridges 
linking Brooklyn to Ken-
nedy Airport. Construc-
tion had long been stalled, 
but work is supposed to 
wrap in January 2021, and 
the old bridge, which was 

erected in 1940, will come 
down. 

All the way at the other 
end of Marine Park, near 
the tip of Gerritsen Beach, 
workers are hustling to 
complete the new Gerritsen 
Inlet Bridge. Construction 
for that span began in Feb-
ruary 2013 and is expected 
to be fi nished in time for it 
to open on Labor Day, Sept. 
4, according to a spokes-
woman for the Department 
of Transportation. 

Anyone can check the 
construction progress 
via the Department of 
Transporta tion’s Belt Park-
way Facebook page: www.
facebook.com/beltparkway.

BRIDGE
Continued from page 1
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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