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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Sunset Park is swapping 
a house of worship for af-
fordable housing, but some 
locals aren’t happy about 
losing the nearly century-

old church.
Founded in 1919, the 

Zion Norwegian Lutheran 
Church on Fourth Avenue 
at the corner of 63rd Street 
is set to be razed by the end 

of this year and replaced 
with a pre-K school and 
84 housing units reserved 
for  low-income seniors , but 
one neighborhood booster 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This pitch is a bit of a curve-
ball.

A Canarsie school is getting 
what the city is calling a new 
“soccer fi eld” — but it will actu-
ally be about the size of a bas-
ketball court, and the surface 
will be just as hard. Parents of 
kids at PS-IS 66 on E. 96th Street 
at fi rst worried that playing soc-
cer on the hard surface would be 
rough on the youngsters’ knees, 
but said they’re still looking for-
ward to the new sports amenity, 
which will replace a rarely used 
tennis court, said the president 
of the school’s Parent-Teacher 
Association. 

“That was one of my ques-
tions, that what kind of material 
it was — because we were con-
cerned about cuts and bruises 
and stuff, which happens in ev-
ery sport. I don’t think that’s 
a big deal really,” said Arlene 
Jobe. “The point is that it will 
give them something different 
to do, because that space has 
not been utilized for a while. It’s 
a good activity, and I think it’ll 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They’re charity champs!

The Alliance for Coney 
Island rallied local sports 
teams and businesses to 
raise more than $27,000 for 
Hurricane Harvey victims 

through its “ Coney Cares ” 
fund-raising initiative, 
which it announced earlier 
this month after the storm 
slammed Houston with his-
toric rainfall.

Continued on page 12

Continued on page 14Continued on page 14

Drawing Brooklyn nabes 
through the ages

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
She’s talking trash!

A longtime local artist and 
writer will launch her cartoon 
history of New York City with two 
parties next week, at Word Book-
store and Powerhouse Arena on 
Oct. 2 and Oct. 5. Julia Wertz, who 
lived in Greenpoint for 10 years 
before a recent move to the West 
Coast, said that her book “Tene-
ments, Towers, and Trash” will 
reveal little-known stories with 
an additional dose of wisecracks.

“History can be very sterile 
and boring, and I wanted to de-
liver history in an accessible way 
with light-hearted humor,” said 
Wertz. “I really want to give read-
ers a new way to see the city and 
start to recognize the way it used 
to look.”

Wertz’s previous work mostly 
featured  short jokes  and funny  au-
tobiographical stories  about liv-
ing in Brooklyn, lousy jobs, and 
drinking way too much. But her 

Continued on page 12

SOON TO BE GONE: This 
church will be replaced with 
senior housing.

TIME 
LINES

Canarsie 
school to get 
new soccer 

‘fi eld’

98-year-old church out, 
98-year-old people in

Coney raises $27K 
for Harvey victims
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Well preserved
Joe Amato sits in front of the Brooklyn Paramount Theatre’s 1928 Wurlitzer 
organ, which he has helped maintain since the 1980s. The theater, which 
for years was used as a basketball court for Long Island University, is 
being refurbished.
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When you’ve got 90 years of experi-
ence, you know how to throw awesome 
parties.

Their grandparents may have started 
Sirico’s Catering, but two cousins, Her-
cules and Jim Sirico, are the ones that 
keep these parties going every night.

A bit overwhelmed with all to be 
done? Your life just got easier because 
everything you need is coordinated by 
Sirico’s in-house wedding planner who 
directs the process.    

Ceremony: Want to get married here? 
Say the word, and the planner will say, 
“I do.” 

Food: They get it. It’s got to be good. 
With customized menus for every taste 
and budget, it will be. Guests enjoy 
drinks and food in a separate room for 
the cocktail hour, then make their way 
to another for dinner and dancing. Of 
course, there’s a lovely bridal suite for 
the bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is young, hip, 
gets the party started, and keeps it mov-
ing all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos will be 
treasured for a lifetime, so Sirico’s works 
with proven photographers and videog-
raphers who make sure special moments 
are captured. The beautiful gardens and 
active fireplace in the lobby make perfect 
backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets the mood 
and atmosphere, so color-coordinate 
your event with an LED lighting pack-
age. It can match your wedding colors. 
Or, reach for the stars with specialized 
effects that include an image of a bright 

blue sky. Sirico’s has it all covered with 
chair draperies and sashes, too.

Busy moms can relax because Sirico’s 
party planner has your back. 

Your daughter’s party starts in the 
Entourage Room where the guest of 
honor can wait with friends before the 
introductions begin.

Tropical Bar: Say aloha to the place 
where teens enjoy drinks that include 
virgin pina coladas, strawberry daiqui-
ris, and frozen sensations.

Food: A buffet loaded with fun food, 
customize designed to taste. Among the 
offerings: taco stations, a mashed potato 
bar, and sliders. For dessert, there’s an 
ice cream sundae bar, candy tables, and 
Sirico’s famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from in-house de-
signs and decorations, tailored to teens. 
Balloon center pieces are always a hit.

Every special occasion calls for 
unique needs, and Sirico’s accommo-
dates them all. 

Whether it’s an anniversary, retire-
ment, Communion, Confirmation, cor-
porate event, or other special occasion, 
Sirico’s is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that can ac-
commodate up to 100, 200, and 300 people. 
Valet parking and a parking lot make it 
convenient for all guests. 

Let’s get this party started.
Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th Ave.be-

tween 80th and 81st streets in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 331–2900, www.siricos.net]. 
Open Tuesdays through Sundays, from 
1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Have a party to 
remember at Sirico’s

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s a historical holdout!

The Department of Parks and Recre-
ations’s  plans to makeover an entrance 
to Fort Greene Park  do not refl ect the vi-
sion of the green space’s creators and hon-
chos must go back to the drawing board, 
the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
ruled at a Sept. 21 hearing.

“It seems to be sort of against every one 
of the historic moments in the design of 
the park,” said commissioner Adi Shamir-
Baron.

The commission, which must approve 
the $10.5-million proposal for it to move for-
ward because the meadow sits within the 
nabe’s historic district, tabled its vote on 
the project, recommending that parks of-
fi cials revisit their plans instead. Commu-
nity Board 2 green-lit the makeover earlier 
this month after  months  of debate.

The parks department wants to rede-
sign the corner at Myrtle Avenue and St. 
Edwards Street into a grand entrance by 
leveling its hilly mounds to create a wide 
pathway leading to the Prison Ship Mar-
tyrs’ Monument.

But  history buffs  contended that plan-
ner Frederick Law Olmsted would prefer 
the grassy knolls over a paved walkway be-
cause park-goers can hang out on them.

“[The hills] seem to be a very large 
gathering place, versus more of a passage-
way,” said commissioner Wellington Chen. 
“If you’re saying I can perform many pro-
grams on a passageway, that’s true. How-

ever, that’s not what Olmsted intended, 
which is a public gathering place.”

Parks honchos countered that not many 
people use the mounds —  except to host the 
occasional dog costume contest  — and resi-
dents would get more use from a plaza.

“In general, the mounds create a bit of 
an obstacle,” said Paul Kidonakis, the proj-
ect’s landscape architect. “Not as many 
people would be able to get up on them and 
use them as they would the plaza.”

Commission members also charged that 
Olmsted would not have put an entrance on 
a corner and that the designer wanted park-
goers to stumble upon the ship martyrs’ 
monument, instead of being confronted by 
it immediately after entering the lawn.

Fort Greene Park is being redesigned 
under the green-space agency’s “Parks 
Without Borders” program, which is tasked 
with sprucing up lawns’ entrances to make 
them more inviting.

But meadow mavens can open up the 
park to passersby without compromising 
its historic character, according to land-
marks commission members.

“We’ve seen many examples of critical 
and beautiful historic parks where the en-
trance is not the apex of a parallelogram 
and they’ve worked successfully,” said 
commissioner Meenaksh Srinivasan.

The parks department will reappear be-
fore the commission at a to-be-announced 
date and is expected to present revised 
plans or evidence that its proposal is still 
the best option.

PROTECTING 
THE OLD FORT
City kills fi x, says it alters creator’s vision

TOO DIFFERENT: Landmarks Preservation Commission members charged on Sept. 21 that the Parks 
Department’s plans to makeover a corner of Fort Greene Park do not comply with the vision of the 
meadow’s designer, recommending green-space honchos revisit their proposal. NYC Parks
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BY LAUREN GILL
Some tenants of the borough’s 
largest public-housing complex 
who can wait years for danger-
ous leaks and infestations in 
their units to be fixed said the 
only way to force repairs is by 
withholding rent and taking the 
city to court.

Residents at the Red Hook 
Houses, which are owned by the 
New York City Housing Author-
ity, said their requests to repair 
leaky ceilings and remove harm-
ful mold go unaddressed for so 
long that they have no choice but 
to risk their fi nancial security 
in order to get their problems re-
solved.

“The only time they do a few re-
pairs is when I stop paying rent,” 
said Heidi Talavera, who lives on 
Columbia and Bush streets. “It’s 
horrible. It makes my credit bad, 
but that’s the only way I can get 
housing to pay attention.”

Talavera, who lives with a 
daughter whom she says suffers 
from asthma, has demanded for 
three months that her bathroom be 
cleansed of its black mold, which 
can cause respiratory problems.

The mom said she fi led a main-
tenance ticket in August, prompt-
ing a visit from a woman who 
took pictures of the apartment 
and told her she would be back 
the next day.

But no one returned, she 
claimed, and the fungus is still 
growing while she and her daugh-
ter are forced to live among the 
spores.

The problem is so bad that Ta-
lavera said she stays at her moth-
er’s house when possible to avoid 
aggravating her youngster’s con-
dition.

To get results, she has stopped 
paying rent at least three times. 
The move prompts an appear-
ance at housing court, where she 
can argue her case before a judge, 
who orders the fi xes after hearing 
about her living conditions.

But Talavera said she is sick 
of jumping through bureaucratic 
hoops just so she can live in a hab-
itable apartment.

“It’s not a way that anyone 
should live,” she said. “They want 
their rent on time but they can’t 
make any repairs for me to live 
like a normal person. It’s ridicu-
lous.”

Another tenant has waited 
nearly half a year for someone 
to fi x a leaky ceiling that water 
gushes through during storms, 

which she said results in fl ooding, 
warped walls, and mildew from 
retained moisture.

She must mop up her hallway 
and bedroom every time it rains, 
a routine that has taken a toll on 
the resident, who said she suffers 
from epilepsy and that the stress 
of the situation caused three at-
tacks this year.

“Every time it rains I have this 
fl ood,” said Carmen Torres, who 
lives on Columbia Street near 
West Ninth Street. “It’s terrible, I 
just don’t want to be here.”

Torres fi led a maintenance 
ticket in April after coming home 
to fi nd inches of water accumulat-
ing in her apartment, but nothing 
was done, she said.

A judge ordered repairs fol-
lowing her August appearance 
in housing court and someone 
showed up to take photos of her 
unit that month, but never re-
turned to execute the fi xes, Tor-
res said.

And now she doesn’t know 
what to do, saying she’d rather 
have the problem resolved than 

repeatedly have to deal with the 
courts.

“I don’t want to sue NYCHA, 
I just want to live happily in my 
apartment,” she said. “I want it to 
be fi xed.”

A third tenant’s roof leaked for 
two years before a repairman came 
to fi x it in 2016. But he put in cork-

ing to plug the holes, which she 
said has largely been ineffective. 
The fi x holds up in rain, she said, 
but it doesn’t stop melting snow in 
the winter from seeping through, 
causing the paint to chip off her 
apartment’s walls. And she’s wor-
ried her 10-month-old son and 
7-year-old daughter will get sick 

from the chemicals in the paint.
“It’s affecting me a lot, I have 

little kids and I’m scared for them. 
I don’t want them to get any ill-
nesses,” said Marie Santos, who 
lives on Columbia and West Ninth 
streets.

Santos has to take time off 
to wait for a repairman, who of-
ten just shows up to examine the 
problem, but does not actually fi x 
it, she said. 

“It’s very frustrating, because 
it takes a lot of my time,” Santos 
said.

She is scheduled to return to 
court to appeal for a better repair, 
but said she’s feeling helpless and 
hopes the media or Councilman 
Carlos Menchaca (D–Red Hook) 
will help bring attention to her 
situation.

The housing authority began 
 to repair Red Hook Houses’ roofs  
earlier this month, nearly fi ve 
years after the superstorm Sandy 
decimated the neighborhood.

The project is designed to solve 
many quality-of-life issues within 
the apartment complex, accord-
ing to an agency spokeswoman, 
who claimed workers repaired the 
leaks in Santos’ and Torres’ units 
this month and that the landlord 
recently introduced an initiative 
to better serve its tenants.

“Staff completed repairs to 
address the leak in Ms. Santos’s 
apartment on Sept. 15 and expects 
to fi x the leak in Ms. Torres’s 
apartment by Sept. 25,” said Zodet 
Negron. “All NYCHA residents 
deserve safe, clean homes. We can 
and will do better, which is why 
we launched and are aggressively 
implementing our NextGen NY-
CHA strategic plan to become a 
better landlord.”

Tenants: We’re living in jeopardy
Red Hook Houses residents not paying rent, going to court to force fi xes  

ENOUGH: (Top) Red Hook Houses 
resident Carmen Torres said she has 
been waiting for nearly half a year 
for someone to fi x her leaking ceil-
ing, which has resulted in fl ooding 
and water damage to a wall in her 
apartment (right). 
 Photos by Caleb Caldwell 

BY COLIN MIXSON
A Brooklyn Supreme Court jury 
convicted a 57-year-old man of 
reckless manslaughter on Sept. 
25 for the 2016 hit-and-run death 
of a cyclist in Williamsburg.

Queens resident Matthew 
von Ohlen was pedaling in a 
bicycle lane on Grand Street 
near Manhattan Avenue at 2:37 
am on July 2 when Juan Mal-
donado, who lives in Williams-
burg, drove his black Chevro-
let Camaro into the bike rider, 

dragging him some 20 feet be-
fore speeding away. Authorities 
then took von Ohlen to a Man-
hattan hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead due to blunt 
force trauma.

Maldonado faces up to 15 
years behind bars for the con-
viction, and Kings County’s act-
ing district attorney said his 
offi ce will doggedly pursue jus-
tice for hit-and-run victims af-
ter the jury delivered its guilty 
verdict.

“The driver in this case en-
gaged in the types of criminal 
actions I am determined to pros-
ecute in Brooklyn in order to re-
duce fatalities on our roads and 
streets,” said Eric Gonzalez.

The verdict came as some 
locals  continue to search for 
answers  to a  still-open case  
in which  a private garbage-
truck driver hit and killed a 
cyclist in Greenpoint  on July 
22, but has yet to be arrested or 
charged.

Hit-and-run driver convicted
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY LEAH LU
Welcome to a safer gun 
show.

Engineering students 
at a Downtown univer-
sity took home a $1-mil-
lion prize for their win-
ning proposal on how to 
use technology to create 
safer guns at a Sept. 18 cer-
emony hosted by the bor-
ough president at Borough 
Hall.

But the real winners of 
the beep’s smart gun de-
sign competition are Brook-
lynites, who will benefi t 

from the innovation the 
contest inspired, according 
to the pol’s spokesman.

“The design expo helped 
to bridge relationships that 
may lead to stronger propos-
als and prototypes going for-
ward,” said Stefan Ringel. 
“This competition was a win 
for our entire borough.”

The Autonomous Bal-
listics, a team comprised 
of four students and an ad-
junct professor from New 
York University’s Tandon 
School of Engineering, beat 
four other groups from local 

colleges to claim the mil-
lion-dollar reward, which 
was awarded as a  grant to 
the school.

The funds will be used 
to further develop their 
concept, a high-tech gun 
holster that prevents unau-
thorized users from shoot-
ing the fi rearm within.

The champions’ de-
sign included three types 
of safety measures to re-
lease the gun: fi ngerprint 
technology, a key-card-like 
sensor worn by the owner, 
and voice recognition tech-

nology, according to a New 
York Daily News  report .

Borough President Ad-
ams, a former police offi cer, 
cheered the competition’s 
participants and said he 
plans to work with the win-

ners as they fi ne-tune their 
design.

“I am so proud of these 
incredibly innovative young 
people, who have channeled 
our collective pain from 
senseless gun violence into 

a purposeful mission of de-
signing technology that can 
save lives,” Adams said. 

“I look forward to work-
ing with NYU Tandon and 
their students on this pro-
posal in the months ahead.”

SHARP 
SHOOTERS

WINNER WINNER: Borough President Adams awarded his $1 million capital grant prize to New York 
University Tandon School of Engineering on behalf of its student team Autonomous Ballistics.  
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

NYU engineering students win $1-million prize 
for designing smarter, safer handgun
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Offi cial Insurance 
Inspection Station

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- Just 5 miles from the Brooklyn Bridge & 4 miles from Tunnel - 

Established 1958

8705 5

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 10/31/17.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

+ PARTS
+ TAX

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, Austin Air Purifi ers

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!

BY LEAH LU
They followed the footsteps of a 
fallen hero.

Hordes of do-gooders from the 
borough and beyond gathered in 
Red Hook on Sept. 24 to commemo-
rate a local fi refi ghter who lost his 
life after running from Brooklyn 
to Manhattan to help victims of 
the 9-11 terrorist attack.

Participants of the 16th-annual 
Tunnel to Towers 5k run and walk 
honored fi rst responders to the 
tragedy including the late Stephen 

Siller, a fi refi ghter from Park Slope 
who dashed through the Brooklyn–
Battery Tunnel wearing 60 pounds 
of gear in order to reach the falling 
Twin Towers, where he died that 
day. More than 30,000 people hit 
the streets to follow Siller’s route 
at this year’s fund-raiser, which 
drew attendees — including fi re-
men and women — from across the 
globe, organizers said.

“There were runners from In-
donesia, Sweden, Croatia, and 
Israel, and fi refi ghters from the 

U.K. and Australia that ran in full 
gear, the same way Stephen did,” 
said Catherine Christman, Siller’s 
cousin and a member of the Tun-
nel to Towers Foundation, which 
aids fi rst responders as well as 
military members.

Attendees mingled at a post-
race block party following their 
trek, with live music, food, and 
games. The day was a fi tting tribute 
to Siller, according to Christman, 
who said each year’s event allows 
her and other family members to 

celebrate their fallen relative with 
the community he died serving.

“What happened on 9-11 was a 
personal family tragedy, and we 
put our heads together to come up 

with a fi tting tribute for a man who 
was full of energy, loved to laugh, 
and committed to doing good in 
this world,” she said. “This event 
captured that spirit.”

Running to remember
HONORING HEROES: (From left) These participants from London ran in uniform. 
Firefi ghters wore full gear to honor Stephen Siller, who sprinted through the 
Brooklyn–Battery Tunnel on 9-11 in order to get to the falling Twin Towers. Marie 
Tolley and daughter Isabella paid tribute to fi rst responders at the 5k. 
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto 
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
A sticky-fi ngered history buff 
may be stalking Coney Island.

Street signs honoring three 
Coney Island legends have dis-
appeared from their posts, ac-
cording to the Coney Island His-
tory Project, which reported 
the missing signs to the city 
last week. The honorary street 
signs are important because 
they’re enduring reminders of 
historically signifi cant people 
and eras in a changing neigh-
borhood, said the organization’s 
executive director. 

“It’s very important, with all 
the transitional stuff going on 
in Coney Island, that the past 
not be forgotten,” said Charlie 
Denson. “The point we’re mak-
ing is that these signs are peo-
ple who have been honored in 
the past, and they shouldn’t be 
forgotten.”

Denson said that one of 
the organization’s walking 
tour guides noticed on Sept. 9 
that the street sign at the cor-
ner of Surf and Stillwell ave-
nues honoring Nathan and Ida 
Handwerker — the founders of 
Nathan’s Famous Hot Dogs — 
was gone. Two street signs co-
naming a portion of Surf Av-
enue after Milton Berger — a 
local press agent and neighbor-
hood booster — apparently dis-
appeared in August. 

 The sign designating Na-
than and Ida Handwerker Way 
was installed in front of one of 
the hot dog vendor’s two long-
standing locations a year ago 
this month to mark the eatery’s 
100th anniversary . The Polish 
pair fell in love and began run-
ning the business together after 
Nathan hired Ida Greenwald, 
whose (still) secret spice for-
mula made their franks famous. 
They worked together until they 
retired in 1971, and both died 
less than a decade later.

The two signs honoring Mil-
ton Berger — on Surf Avenue 
between W. Eighth and 10th 
streets, and on W. 10th Street, 
across from the Cyclone roller 
coaster —  went up in 1997 , just 
a few months after he passed 
away.

 Berger gained the nickname 
“Mr. Coney Island” for his ef-
forts to bolster the nabe’s im-

age  in the face of its post-1950s 
decline.

“In the 1960-70s, when crime 
was the big story, Berger was 
able to put a positive spin on Co-
ney Island,” Denson said. “He 
was a real showman.”

Over the years, Berger 
worked for the old Steeplechase 
Park, the Coney Island Cham-
ber of Commerce, and Astro-
land amusement park, and was 
instrumental in getting the 
Cyclone roller coaster land-
marked. Berger’s sign across 
from the Cyclone shared an hon-
orary designation with Dewey 
Albert Place, named after the 
founder of Astroland in honor 
of the 70th anniversary of the 
coaster, which Albert operated. 
Albert’s sign remains on one of 
the signposts from which Berg-
er’s vanished. 

The circumstances of the 
signs’ disappearances are not 
identical, according to the Co-
ney Island History Project. The 
bolts and brackets that held the 
Handwerkers’ sign in place re-
main intact on the pole, but with 
both of Berger’s signs, the bolts 
and brackets disappeared with 
the signs. Denson said the orga-
nization does not know whether 
the signs were actually stolen, 
or rather simply the victim of 
some innocent but bizarre coin-
cidence. 

After Denson’s group reported 
the missing signs through the 
Department of Transportation’s 
website, it received a response 
stating that the agency usu-
ally takes 14 days to respond to 
that kind of complaint. Denson 
said that he wished the signs 
would be replaced sooner by the 
agency, but he acknowledged 
that the missing signs are not a 
public safety issue that require 
an immediate response.  

“I guess you expect that with 
city bureaucracy,” said 

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS SIGN?: (Above) 
The street sign for Nathan and Ida 
Handwerker Way honoring the found-
ers of Nathan’s Famous Hot Dogs has 
disappeared from its Coney Island 
perch at the corner of Surf and Stillwell 
avenues. (Right) Likewise, two signs 
honoring legendary Coney Island press 
agent and community booster Milton 
Berger have disappeared from their 
two W. 10th Street posts. 
 Coney Island History Project

STREET SIGNS SNATCHED
Coney Island road markers honoring neighborhood legends mysteriously disappear
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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ADULT CHILDREN SUPPORT GROUP
SENIOR PROGRAMMING

GERIATRIC ASSESMENTS • HELPLINE

A Range of

For more information, please contact
Harriet Blank, OHEL Director of Geriatric Services, 

718-686-3120 • Harriet_Blank@ohelfamily.org
OHEL Access: 1-800-603-OHEL www.ohelfamily.org

Eldercare Services

The Lifetime Care Foundation maintains a 
Community Trust and is making a difference in 
the lives of elderly New Yorkers suffering from 

disabilities by helping them remain at home
and avoid entering a nursing home.

The Lifetime Care Foundation
Community Trust can be an
excellent resource for you.

FREE
HOME VISITS

AVAILABLE FOR SENIORS IN 
BROOKLYN, STATEN ISLAND

& QUEENS

Funded in part by New York State Department of Health

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about being put out to pasture!

Prospect Park offi cials laid off the mead-
ow’s  seasonal staff of weed-munching goats  
earlier this month, and honchos are not yet 
sure if they’ll have the means to bring the 
beloved bleaters back for a third time next 
year, according to a green-space rep.

“We have a lot of places in the park that 
have invasive plants, but we don’t have 
anything funded, so it’s not clear whether 
they’ll be coming back,” said Christian 
Zimmerman, vice president of capital and 
landscape management for the Prospect 
Park Alliance, a private group that tends 
the lawn in collaboration with the city.

In May, meadow caretakers hired four 
cloven-footed laborers from an upstate 
farm to clear unwanted weeds includ-
ing poison ivy from the Vale of Cashmere 
and Lookout Hill. And now the park’s two-
legged employees are planting seeds there 
as part of a federally funded, woodland-res-
toration project on the land manicured by 
the grass gobblers, which toiled diligently, 
according to an alliance spokeswoman.

“They’re very wonderful workers,” said 
Lucy Gardner.

The horned landscapers also partici-
pated in a United States Forest Service 
study during their time in Brooklyn’s 
Backyard, which gathered data on their ef-
fectiveness by monitoring their progress 
on Lookout Hill. Previously, all evidence of 
the animals’ workplace productivity was 
anecdotal, according to Zimmerman. 

“People have been using goats for a long 
time, but all the evidence is anecdotal,” he 
said. “There hasn’t been any data, and we’d 

like to be able to quantify it.”
This year’s goats followed a  herd of 

eight contracted by the alliance in 2016 , 
which was brought in to eat away undesir-
able vegetation that sprouted in the vale af-
ter 2012’s superstorm Sandy.

But the weed munchers may have eaten 
themselves out of their next job, according 
to Zimmerman, who said that while there 
may be more work at Lookout Hill, meadow 
honchos won’t know whether new growth 
will justify the goats’ return until April 
2018.

And some park employees are already 
pining for their one-time coworkers.

“Of course I miss them,” Gardner said. 
“They’re valued colleagues of mine.”

BYE BYE BLEATERS: Cinnamon, Swirl, and Unicorn are among the brush-munching goats at Prospect 
Park that fell victim to seasonal layoffs Community News Group / Colin Mixson

CLOVEN KIWI: Max is a rambunctious kiko goat, 
a species bred in New Zealand for their meat, and 
the de facto alpha goat of the four living mowers 
recently kicked out of Prospect Park.   
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Free to roam
Prospect Park’s weed-eating goats 

leave meadow, face uncertain future
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Cyclists can soon enjoy go-
ing for a mid-afternoon 
ride along the Riegelmann 
Boardwalk, starting on 
Oct. 1. 

Longstanding rules pro-
hibited biking along the 
iconic Brighton Beach-to-
Coney Island walkway af-
ter 10 am for decades — but 
starting next month, the 
Parks Department is lifting 
the regulations and allow-
ing two-wheelers to traverse 
the seaside pathway after 10 
am, for a one-year pilot pro-
gram running from Oct. 1 
through May 1, 2018. 

But the rules still stand 
during beach season when 
the walk is too packed with 
pedestrians, said Brook-
lyn Parks Commissioner 
Marty Maher during a 
 Sheepshead Bay Town 
Hall on Sept. 14 . 

“Good news effective 
this October — the Board-
walk will be open after 10 
am,”  he said. “Been like 
this for the 33 years I’ve 
been here, but we’ve been 

Biking on the Boardwalk begins Oct. 1 

WHEELIES: (Right) The 2014 Unicycle Fest exploited an obvious loophole in the 
Riegelmann Boardwalk’s longstanding post-10 am ban on two-wheelers, but bicycles 
will be welcome on Coney Island’s iconic walkway all day starting Oct. 1. (Above) Staten 
Island’s Franklin Delano Roosevelt boardwalk is a favorite for Rock bike-riders — and 
Brooklynites will soon be able to enjoy a seaside ride in Coney Island in a pilot program 
lasting until next May. Fi
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looking at this, and dur-
ing the summer season we 
can’t do it — it’s just too 
many people, it’s not safe 
— but we believe this will 
be the fi rst year from it 
will be open after 10 am.”

Bicyclists can go for a 
spin until the Boardwalk 
closes at 1 am, said a spokes-
woman for the city agency.

And both the local 
pol and Mayor DeBlasio 
fl oated the idea of either 
establishing a bike lane 
or putting in markings to 
make Boardwalk cycling 
safer for everyone.

“I’m going to suggest 
that we should be looking 
at whether we want some 
demarcation along the 
Boardwalk. Since we’re 
expanding the hours, that 
might be worthwhile to 
take a look at that,” Hiz-
zoner said during the 
meeting at the Connie Le-
kas School with Council-
man Chaim Deutsch (D-
Sheepshead Bay). “But the 
good news is we’re expand-
ing those hours.”



O
CT. 1, 2017, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

11

Attention Seniors and Caregivers

10:30 am
Keeping your loved ones safe

11:30 am

12:30 pm

1:30 pm

2:30 pm 

Partial list. More seminars will be added. Same seminars and times 
for both expos. Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

The event will feature 

NYC 
Expo & Conference

2017

nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

Sunday, 
October 29th

10am–4pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway

Brooklyn, NY 11229

Sunday, 
November 12th

10am–4pm
YOUNG ISRAEL OF FOREST HILLS
7100 Yellowstone Boulevard

Forest Hills, NY 11375

2 Expos

2 Locations

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Lunch at the Expo if you register by October 6th

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

as of Sept. 27, 2017
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With a Sinai Chapels funeral pre-arrangement, 
your family is relieved of making funeral 
arrangements at a most difficult time.

For four generations, we have served New York’s 
Jewish Community.  Our experienced funeral 
directors will personally guide you through the 
options and help you organize a pre-need plan.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

new book covers two centuries of 
New York history, covering Brook-
lyn’s Dead Horse Bay, where horses 
and other animals were once ren-
dered down into industrial projects, 
the 1964 World’s Fair in Queens, and 
the infamous 19th century abortion-
ist of Fifth Avenue, among many 
other events and fi gures. Wertz of-
ten gives her characters an anach-
ronistic speaking style or ironically 
knowing dialogue, such as when 
one 1960s fi gure says of Brooklyn 
“No one will ever want to go to that 
garbage borough.”

“The humor is throughout the 
dialogue — there’s no one singular 
joke that I deliver,” said Wertz. “It 
consists of a lot of irreverent jokes 
and it’s the tone of the book.”

The book also includes many de-
tailed black-and-white drawings of 
changing citiscapes, capturing how 
neighborhoods and landmarks — 
including famed punk club CBGB 
— have changed over the years. 
Researching and drawing the loca-
tions was fun, but the changes could 
also be depressing, said Wertz. 

“One of my favorite ones I did 
was four decades of CBGB — I spent 
so much time going to maps and 
drawing it and that was fun,” she 
said. “I tried to illustrate buildings 

that aren’t the same, and it’s sad 
when you see the juxtaposition.”

Wertz often used Google Maps 
to perfect her illustrations of mod-
ern street scenes, but for some proj-
ects she needed to explore up-close, 
travelling to restricted territory far 
from her usual drawing table.

“For a lot of these abandoned 
places I did some trespassing, and 
climbing into old buildings in order 
to gather material,” she said. “I had to 

go out to sketchy places — and it was 
really fun, but really the opposite of 
what I usually do as a cartoonist.”

Julia Wertz at Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, www.
wordbookstores.com] Oct. 2 at 7 pm. 
Free. And at Powerhouse Arena [28 
Adams St. between Front and Wa-
ter streets in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049, 
www.powerhousearena.com]. Oct. 5 
at 7 pm. Free.

Continued from page 1

CARTOONIST
benefi t the kids.”

The new Canarsie pitch 
is part of Mayor DeBla-
sio’s $3-million initiative to 
bring 50 similar mini soc-
cer fi elds to underserved 
neighborhoods across all 
fi ve boroughs over the 
next fi ve years. The soccer-
boosting program brings 
together four partners — 
City Hall, the New York 
City Football Club, Adidas 
of America, and the United 
States Soccer Foundation — 
to invest the cash to build 
and maintain the “fi elds” 
for the youngsters. But in-
stead of laying down grass 
or artifi cial turf, the city is 
installing what it calls an 
“all-weather acrylic sports-
coating” so that young-
sters can kick around a ball 
even if they can’t afford to 
buy cleats, according to 
a spokeswoman from the 
Mayor’s Fund to Advance 
New York. 

The new program also 
offers after-school soccer 
and mentoring programs, 
and includes a partnership 
with the City’s Young Men’s 

Initiative to provide young 
men of color with mentor-
ship opportunities, accord-
ing to the spokeswoman.

The hope is that the new 
amenity, and associated af-
ter-school programs, will 
help keep locals kids out of 
trouble, said Community 
Board 18’s education com-
mittee chairwoman during 
a board meeting on Sept. 13.  

“It’s positive, because 
the community feels that 
when this fi eld is completed 
it will be utilized by the 
youngsters, and in doing 
so, it’ll keep a lot of the kids 
off the street or from get-
ting involved in mischief,” 
said Judy Newton. “We 
also agree that it will build 
character, the kids will re-
spect each other and those 
around them.”

CB18 voted unanimously 
to green-light the new 
“fi eld” — that will be less 
than half the size of a regu-
lation soccer pitch — for the 
schoolyard between Foster 
Avenue and Avenue D. The 
city plans to break ground 
on the mini-fi eld in the next 
three weeks and it should 
only take about a week to 
complete, according to the 
spokeswoman. 

Continued from page 1
‘FIELD’

TRASH TALK: Cartoonist Julia Wertz explores an abandoned building while research-
ing her new illustrated guide to New York City history “Tenements, Towers, and Trash.”
  Julia Wertz
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th St., New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341, www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd., SI, NY 10308, (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall, Lower Level, Macy’s Wing 
SI, NY 10314, (718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave., #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave. - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc, 
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St., (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave., (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Ave., Brooklyn 11209, (718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

ISLAND CHATEAU
900 West Fingerboard Rd, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 447-5882, IslandChateau.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234,  (718) 253-7117
Waterfront Dining
www.nickslobsterhouse.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 
1665 Bath Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, 
www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600, www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209, (718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., SI, (718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd., Queens, NY 11358, (718) 353-5466, 
(212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040, Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, 
(888) limo-134, Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com, 
www.sergislimo.com

SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, 
(888) 400-2738 or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park, (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209, (718) 833-2793 or 
(718) 833-7616, www.BayRidgeDerm.com

ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
917-444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P,  Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878, www.josephlichterdds.co

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks, 960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

OC
T. 

1, 
20

17
14

would rather preserve the 
historic church.

“Faith-based institu-
tions and government in-
stitutions have a huge re-
sponsibility in preserving 
land for future needs,” 
said Maria Roca, a long-
time resident of the neigh-
borhood and the founder 
of  Friends of Sunset Park . 
“When we destroy these 
buildings, we can never 
get them back. It is a his-
torical building. You have 
altered the sense of place 
of that block when you 
take it down.” 

The congregation had 
more than 90 members 
three decades ago, but by 
two or three years ago, it 
had dwindled to between 
eight and ten consis-
tent members before the 
Metropolitan New York 
Synod, of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in 
America, disbanded the 
congregation in 2015, ac-
cording to a custodian 
who has taken care of the 
church since 1989, and 
raised his family in one of 
two attached brownstones 
on 63rd Street. He was told 
he would have to vacate 
the brownstone — which 
was part of the sale — by 
the end of the year.

“I was stunned because 
I’ve been here for 28 years, 
I have four children, two of 
them were born while we 
lived here, and that’s the 
only home we know,” said 
Nick Perez. “It’s very sad 
— the church is a histori-
cal building.”

The Synod fi led plans 
with the Department of 
Buildings at the end of Au-
gust for the new building, 
which the project manager 
from the  Fifth Avenue 
Committee  — the afford-
able-housing developer 
building the low-income 
senior residence — said 
will start construction 
in December or January, 
soon after the church is 
torn down. The nine-story 
building will include 56 
studio apartments and 28 
one-bedrooms, with eight 
of the total 84 units dis-
tributed among the two 
attached brownstones, 
which will be gutted and 
renovated, according to 
the project manager, Mi-
chael Rose. 

All units will be re-
served for recipients of 
the city’s  Housing Choice 
Voucher  program who are 
older than 62, Rose said, 
and all tenants will have 
incomes of less than 50 
percent of the area median 
income — which is $33,400 
for an individual and 
$38,200 for a couple, ac-
cording to the Department 
of Housing and Urban De-
velopment. A third of the 
units will be reserved for 
formerly homeless seniors, 
he said. 

The developers plan to 
reuse architectural ele-
ments of the church in the 
new building — includ-
ing at least three stained 
glass windows in the new 
residential hallways — 
and install some of the 
church’s decorative stone 
and woodwork and light 
fixtures in the residen-
tial common area, along 

with a plaque recogniz-
ing the former congrega-
tion’s World War One vet-
erans and an interactive 
display on the church’s 
history. 

The new building will 
be among the tallest in 
the area, but will still be 
dwarfed by the twin 811-
unit,  30-story Bay Ridge 
Towers , the two afford-
able housing apartment 
complexes just two blocks 
away, on 65th Street.

The fi ve pre-K class-
rooms will be built out by 
the city’s School Construc-
tion Authority.  

The Metropolitan New 
York Synod could not be 
reached for comment by 
press time. 

Roca said that the de-
velopment sounds like it 
would be a boon to low-
income seniors, but she 
couldn’t support the proj-
ect until she knows that 
the formerly homeless se-
niors will have adequate 
support services. 

“It sounds like a prom-
ising plan, something that 
the community could ben-
efi t from, but there are 
more details that we need 
to know,” she said. 

Roca also said she wor-
ried that the development 
would not actually end up 
being part of the Housing 
Choice Voucher program, 
which would further drive 
up housing costs in the 
area — a worry echoed by 
another local. 

“I hope that if they’re 
going to put a nine-story 
affordable building, that 
it’s actually affordable,” 
said Shaniqua Ellis, who 
works in the area. 

Continued from page 1

HOUSING

Many of the participat-
ing businesses’ owners re-
call all too well the devas-
tation of superstorm Sandy 
in 2012, and were happy to 
do their part to help Hous-
tonites, said the executive 
director of the Alliance.

“We are proud to have 
brought together a vari-
ety of Coney Island busi-
nesses to raise funds for 
the victims of Hurricane 
Harvey,” said Alexandra 
Silversmith. “We hope 
these funds will assist in 
the recovery efforts in 
Houston.”

Businesses  including 
Applebee’s, the Coney Is-

land Brewery, Nathan’s Fa-
mous, Luna Park, Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel Amusement 
Park, Gargiulo’s Restau-
rant, Totonno’s Pizzeria Na-
politana, and Paul’s Daugh-
ter donated profi ts to the 
initiative. And the New 
York Cosmos and Brook-
lyn Cyclones also donated 
proceeds from select ticket 
sales to the fund.

Continued from page 1

‘CARES’
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L & M TOURS  Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!

 Penn Dutch Amish; Philadelphia, Cape May
 Longwood Gardens, Jack O’Lantern Blaze
 Dinner Shows, Casinos, Shopping & More
 Ocean City Halloween Beach Maze
 Thanksgiving, Christmas & NY Eve Trips
 The Ice Hotel & Quebec Winter Carnival
 Vermont Maple Festival & More
 There’s Only One Kentucky & Outer Banks

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches 
and 24-seat mini buses available 
for your transportation needs.

Cruises Destinations
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Tours, Charters, Cruises      
and Vacation Packagers

Bus Trips

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 7 - 1 8
Come See USA & Canada With Us

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Receive a FREE Bus Trip after completing a 9 Days or more cruise

17 Days Amazing China Tour
Saturday, April 7 - Monday, April 23, 2018
Double: $4989; Single $5989
15 Breakfasts, 9 Lunches & 12 Dinners
Highlights: Shanghai, Hangzhou, Guilin, Yangshuo,
Xian, Beijing, Hong Kong & Macau
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