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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
These runners gave back to 
families who gave all.

More than 100 runners 
turned out for the 8th-an-
nual Run for the Honor at 
Fort Hamilton Army Base 
on Sept. 30 to raise money 
for local Gold Star families 
of soldiers lost in combat. 

The base chaplain, who 
came in fi rst place in the 
men’s 5-K race and second 
overall, said the real win-
ners were those the event 
helped and remembered. 

“We’re running for the 
cause, for those who fell 
and died for the country, so 
the spirit is more about ca-

maraderie than anything 
else,” said Donald Ehrke, 
who ran the race for the 
fi rst time this year and has 
been stationed on the base 
for the past 15 months.

He said that he runs 
about three miles pretty 
much every day, and that 

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s an uphill battle.

Brooklyn Public Library hon-
chos possess the funds needed to 
install an access ramp at Boerum 
Hill’s historic Pacifi c branch, but 
will not build one, instead choos-
ing to shelf the project until the 
book lender gets enough money 
to perform other upgrades simul-
taneously, according to a spokes-
woman. But some locals said the 
decision to delay installing an in-
cline that eases entry to the read-
ing room is leading them to stay 
away.

“I don’t visit the library very 
often and honestly one of the rea-
sons is because there’s no ramp,” 
said Boerum Hill resident Ann 
Jernow, who often travels with 
her youngster in a stroller. “It 
would be really nice if our local 
library was more accessible.”

Climbing a set of stairs in front 
of the building is currently the 
only way to enter the 113-year-old 
library on Fourth Avenue near 
Pacifi c Street — Brooklyn’s fi rst 
to be built using funds donated by 
steel tycoon Andrew Carnegie.

The Brooklyn Public Library 

BY COLIN MIXSON
The man is hammered out!

Community Board 6’s 
highest-paid employee an-
nounced his resignation on 
Oct. 6, about a week after he 
returned to his post from a 
leave of absence stemming 
from his  two April arrests 
on stalking charges .

Craig Hammerman, a 
panel staffer since 1990 
who earns $112,000 an-
nually in his soon-to-be-
vacant position of district 
manager, said he will step 
down on Oct. 20 in order to 
spare the board from fall-
out following his months-

Continued on page 22

Continued on page 22Continued on page 22

Exhibit explores history of 
Downtown transportation

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s traveling through time!

The New York Transit Muse-
um’s latest exhibit “From Ful-
ton Ferry: Building Downtown 
Brooklyn,” explores the ferries, 
horse-drawn trolleys, and el-
evated trains that preceded the 
borough’s fi rst subway station. 
That station opened at Borough 
Hall in 1908 to shuttle commut-
ers from the distant isle of Man-
hattan to their homes in then-

bucolic Brooklyn Heights, said 
one of the museum’s curators. 

“Brooklyn Heights was basi-
cally the fi rst commuter suburb 
in New York, maybe in the coun-
try,” said Jodi Shapiro. “When 
the subway opened in 1908, then 
people were like ‘Oooh, rapid 
transit from Brooklyn to Man-
hattan,’ so more people started 
moving here. And the center of 
Downtown Brooklyn went from 

Continued on page 22

ALL ABOARD!: The show “From Fulton Ferry: Building Downtown Brooklyn” 
features this image of an old Brooklyn Bridge trolley. New York Transit Museum 

RUN FOR HONOR: More 
than 100 soldiers and Bay 
Ridge residents participated 
the run.

TRAIN 
YOUR 
BRAIN

Library’s 
incline is 
declined

Ft. Ham run honors fallenHammerman out
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PASTARIA

717 86th Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializ ing in homemade
pasta & grandma-style piz za

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
He wants to sweep away 
those alternate-side-park-
ing rules.

A Midwood Council 
candidate wants to end 
the  much-despised re-
quirement to make way for 
street-sweeping trucks  by 
deploying a newer type of 
vacuuming street cleaners 
that can suck up trash from 
underneath cars, so they 
don’t have to be moved.

 Yoni Hikind — the  son 
of Assemblyman Dov Hi-
kind (D–Midwood), who is 
running on the indepen-
dent line “Our Neighbor-
hood” against Councilman 
David Greenfi eld’s hand-
picked successor Kalman 
Yeger  — said he wants the 
city to look beyond conven-
tional thinking to address 
one of the things New York-
ers hate most.

“What I’m running on 
is really fresh ideas and 
thinking outside the box, 
it’s not really rocket sci-
ence either. How do other 
cities across the globe clean 
their streets?” said Hikind. 
“There’s something out 
there — there are options 
out there that would lead 
to more effi cient, cleaner 

streets, all that good stuff, 
and also would alleviate 
the need to move your car.”

 Several cities across the 
country and the world — 
including in Baltimore, To-
ronto, and Paris — already 
use the massive, four-
wheeled vacuum cleaners, 
which are manufactured 
by Canadian fi rm  Madvac  
and Belgium’s  Glutton , ac-
cording to Hikind.  

Hikind plans to host a 
demonstration of the clean-
ers in his would-be district, 
and push for a pilot pro-
gram so the Department 
of Sanitation can see how 
much more effi cient they 
would be in keeping the 
streets clean, he said. 

 “That’s the plan — with 
them coming down and 
showing people what ex-
actly it looks like, and why 
the city needs to look, and 
why that would allow us to 
get rid of the alternate-side 
nightmare as well — best of 
both worlds,” said Hikind. 

 And even if the new 
technology doesn’t com-
pletely eliminate the need 
to move cars from one side 
of the road to the other, Hi-
kind said the machines 
would clean the streets bet-

ter, regardless.
“People get excited about 

the alternative side part, I 
don’t see why that shouldn’t 
be looked at, but at the very 
least we will have cleaner 
streets and that would be 
wonderful,” he said. “To me 
this is a no-brainer.”

The Department of 
Sanitation said it has ex-
perimented with the idea 
of high-powered vacuum 
trucks at least three times 
over the last two decades, 
and the machines were 
not up to par with the cur-
rent street-cleaning prac-
tice, but head honchos at 
the city agency continue to 
look at the latest technol-
ogy in order to fi gure out 
the best methods, said a 
spokesman. 

 “The Department of 
Sanitation has previously 
experimented with vacuum 
trucks. Our experience was 
that they often clog and we 
would still require vehi-
cles to move from the curb 
since the vacuums were 
unable to easily clear de-
bris from beneath parked 
vehicles,” said Vito Turso. 
“Our equipment chiefs are 
constantly researching 
new technologies.”

SUCK IT RIGHT UP!: Midwood Council candidate Yoni Hikind wants the city to try these vacuum street 
cleaners to hopefully put an end to alternate-side parking.  Madvac

Council candidate 
proposes vacuum to  
end alternate-side
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BY COLIN MIXSON
This refuge’s neighbors are playing 
the toking victim.

Park Slope Women’s Shelter resi-
dents are luring drug dealers to the 
neighborhood by smoking weed on 
the stoops of homes near the facil-
ity, charged locals who complained 
of the alleged habit at an Oct. 4 com-
munity meeting.

“We have shelter residents who 
are smoking marijuana and they’re 
sitting on our stoops. That provides 
a population of buyers and we’re go-
ing to have a whole new population 
of sellers,” said 16th-Street resident 
Barbara Barran. “This is a very, 
very deep concern of ours.”

Barran, along with fellow 16th-
Street denizens Nelly Isaacson and 
Laura Ide, organized the gather-
ing of elected offi cials, cops, shelter 
workers, and a few dozen neighbors 
at Eighth Avenue’s Bishop Board-
man Apartments, where they dis-
cussed the women’s supposed reefer 
use and other behavioral problems.

Residents of the shelter at 1402 
Eighth Ave. between 14th and 15th 
streets, which serves women bat-
tling addiction and mental illness, 
turned 16th Street between Eighth 

Avenue and Prospect Park West into 
their own personal drug den about 
six months ago, according to Bar-
ran, who claimed their brazen pot 
smoking led to other bad behavior.

“Women started stopping into 
the exercise place on my block ask-
ing to use the bathroom, asking for 
money, urinating in the street, and 
panhandling in the neighborhood,” 
the local said.

The recent antics followed years 
of peaceful coexistence between 
community and shelter residents, 
but there’s no mistaking one group 
for the other because the latter “do 
tend to stick out,” Barran said.

Representatives from Camba — 
the social-services provider that 
has operated the shelter inside the 
Park Slope Armory since 1996 — 
said they’ve expanded security pa-
trols on the affected block, but that 
guards haven’t noticed any illicit ac-
tivity while on their routines.

The absence of visible proof led 
the facility’s honchos to question 
the locals’ anecdotal reports, which 
did not include any hard evidence, 
according to a Camba rep who spoke 
at the meeting.

“I have not heard any reports 

of our staff fi nding residents in 
the community smoking pot,” said 
Claire Harding-Keefe, Camba’s se-
nior vice president. “I would ques-
tion whether or not it’s our clients.”

And other locals in attendance 
slammed their neighbors who set up 
the event for being heartless, claim-
ing the organizers spoke of shel-
ter residents “as though they were 
criminals” when making their ac-
cusations.

“We’re trying to rehabilitate 
these people, get them into perma-
nent housing, and I think the whole 
tone of this conversation needs to be 
a little bit more sympathetic,” said 
Park Slope resident Richard Bruce.

All parties resolved to commu-
nicate more openly by the end of 
the gathering, and locals received 
a phone number for the shelter’s di-
rector, whom they were encouraged 
to report future bad behavior to with 
the promise that security would be 
sent pronto in order to document 
and resolve any incident, according 
to the Camba rep. 

“The main point was to let us 
know in as real time as possible, so 
that we can go out and see if it is our 
clients,” Harding-Keefe said.

HELTER SHELTER: Neighbors complained at an Oct. 4. public meeting that residents of the Park Slope Women’s Shelter are smok-
ing weed along 16th Street and other neighborhood roads. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

BY COLIN MIXSON
This bird met a fowl end.

A swan found hopelessly 
entangled in fi shing line 
with an illegal barbed hook 
on Sept. 27 in Prospect Park 
Lake died not long after a 
wildlife advocate rescued 
it on Oct. 3 with the help of 
a park worker, according 
to the animal-lover who at-
tempted to save the crea-
ture.

“The swan was rescued, 
but did not make it,” said 
Mary Beth Purdy Artz.

Artz announced the 
wounded waterfowl’s plight 
in a Sept. 30   Facebook post  
that included a video show-
ing the hapless bird’s leg 
completely immobilized by 
the barb. But the post was 
deleted after this article 
was published online on 
Oct. 4.

The injury forced the 
creature to avoid land and 
seek deeper waters because 
it couldn’t stand, making 
rescue attempts diffi cult, ac-
cording to the advocate, who 
blasted the Department of 
Parks and Recreation on so-
cial media for being slow to 
arrange a boat-led attempt to 
recover the swan.

“If you can believe it, we 
have to get permission to get 
a boat,” Artz wrote on Oct. 1. 
“Parks Department won’t let 
‘civilians’ do anything.”

But two days later, an em-
ployee of the Prospect Park 
Alliance — the private group 
that oversees the meadow in 
conjunction with the city — 
joined the advocate’s rescue 
mission, and the pair man-
aged to pluck the poor swan 
from the lake, according to 
Esther Cho, Artz’s friend 
and a  Reiki practitioner  who 
volunteers at a  Kensington 
animal rescue .

Unfortunately, the wa-
terfowl perished shortly af-
ter being rescued due to its 
days-long plight, and Artz 
said a necropsy is underway 
in order to determine its ex-
act cause of death.

The swan is not the fi rst 
bird to suffer such a tragic 
fate, according to Artz, who 
said a seagull drowned in 
the lake last winter after get-
ting hooked by an angler’s 

discarded lure, and that she 
found a dead nesting robin 
entangled in fi shing line in a 
tree last spring.

And it isn’t even the fi rst 
park swan to be aided by the 
advocate, who said she man-
aged to save a cygnet two 
years ago after it swallowed 
some line and became sepa-
rated from its family.

A parks department 
spokeswoman expressed 
condolences for the de-
ceased bird on the agen-
cy’s behalf, and urged men 
and women who fi sh in the 
green space to clean up af-
ter themselves.

“This is an extremely 
unfortunate situation and 
serves as a reminder to New 
Yorkers to fi sh responsi-
bly,” said Maeri Ferguson. 
“Catch-and-release fi shing is 
permitted in Prospect Park, 
but park-goers are asked to 
use barbless hooks and not 
to leave line or hooks be-
hind.”

The agency installed 12 
line-and-tackle receptacles 
around the lake for anglers 
to discard supplies in, but 
lines do still end up in the 
water, according to a Pros-
pect Park Alliance spokes-
woman.

Artz acknowledged that 
most fi shers do pick up after 
themselves, but claimed the 
sport is poorly monitored in 
the meadow and that some 
anglers still use illegal barbs 
with no repercussion.

“I and many others be-
lieve that if fi shing is to be 
allowed, it should be strictly 
monitored, and it is not,” she 
said. “Illegal barbed hooks 
are still being used and fi sh-
ing line is still being care-
lessly discarded, despite the 
receptacles provided.”

The city’s Department of 
Parks and Recreation is re-
sponsible for enforcing the 
green space’s fi shing rules, 
according to a spokesman 
for New York state’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Con-
servation.

But state environmental-
conservation offi cers some-
times patrol city parks in 
search of violations related 
to fi shing and other activi-
ties, he said.  

Another swan 
bites the dust

REEFER MADNESS
Slopers slam shelter residents for lighting up on their blocks
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9921 FOURTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11209
MAIN: 718.833.7616   COSMETIC: 718.833.2793

www.BayRidgeDerm.com

BAY RIDGE SKIN & CANCER DERMATOLOGY, P.C.
DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.

GRACE LASELVA-CUTUGNO, RPA-C
JACQUELINE LEVINE, RPA-C

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Our Doctors are well versed in the latest 
Medical Treatments including Mohs 
Micrographic Surgery, Narrow Band UVB, 
Biologic Therapy

Botox & Facial Fillers 
Hair Laser Removal, Chemical Peels,  
Microdermabrasion, Fractional Resurfacing

Tattoo Removal, Sclerotherapy (Vein Treatment) 

COSMETIC PROCEDURES:

“Join us every Tuesday for Cosmetic Dermatology”

A C N E   E C Z E M A   W A R T S

Offi cial Insurance 
Inspection Station

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- Just 5 miles from the Brooklyn Bridge & 4 miles from Tunnel - 

Established 1958

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The tradition marches on. 

Brooklynites descended 
on Bensonhurst on Oct. 7 
for the annual Columbus 
Day Parade, which pro-
ceeded up 18th Avenue 
from 60th Street to 84th 
Street during the two-hour 
march. The yearly event 
is a special one for locals, 
many of whom make a point 
to turn out for the festivi-
ties year after year across 

generations, according to 
one resident. 

“It’s a tradition. I’ve been 
going with my parents, and 
now I’m taking my kids,” 
said Josephine Howe, who 
brought her 5-year-old son, 
Matthew, to the parade. 
“It’s something I’ve been do-
ing with him since he was 
born.” 

Howe said her son partic-
ularly loved the parade of an-
tique cars that drove up the 

avenue with Italian fl ags on 
their hoods fl apping in the 
breeze. 

“He loves all sports cars, 
so he was really into all of 
them,” she said. 

Members of the police 
department also marched 
up the avenue, and parade-
goers were treated to dance 
and music performances by 
students from Tottenville 
High School on Staten Is-
land. 

Columbus honored at Hurst parade

ITALIAN PRIDE: (Left) A series of vintage Caddies decorated with Italian fl ags drove down 18th 
Avenue at the Columbus Day Parade in Bensonhurst on Saturday. (Above) Students from Staten 
Island’s Tottenville High School performed a dance routine. Photos by Erin Lefevre
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Community News Group 
would like to thank 

the Sponsors and Supporters 
of last week’s

Pink Newspapers

Thank you to all our advertisers who participated in these important editions

Their participation helped raise breast cancer awareness in New York

EXPRESS

 

BROOKLYN SUPPORTERS

QUEENS SUPPORTER

BRONX SPONSOR

CARIBBEAN LIFE SUPPORTERS

Sal’s Transmissions

MAJOR SPONSOR
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Bark the herald angels sing!

Folks and their furry friends 
gathered outside St. Columba 
Church for the annual Blessing 
of the Animals ceremony on Oct. 
7 to commemorate the feast of 
St. Francis of Assisi, the patron 
saint of animals. And this canine-
crowded communion was really 
something to bark about — dogs 
are precious gifts from above, and 
they deserve blessings too, said 
Marine Parker Dianne Coluccio, 
who brought her 4-month-old ter-
rier-mix  pup Mitzi and 3-year-old 
yellow lab mix named Carter. 

“ ‘God’ spelled backwards is 
‘dog.’ Dog is God’s best friend 

— of course he has to get them 
blessed,” said Coluccio, who at-
tends the Kimball Street parish. 
“They had a great time.”

Little Mitzi kept wagging her 
tail about a new friend she made, 
7-year-old Sadie, who was brought 
to the church in search of healing 
for her ailments, said her owner, 
Marine Parker Barbara Ryan.

“The pets could use a blessing 
to help them, just like people,” 
said Ryan. “To help lives, so she’ll 
be healthy, she has some health 
issues.”

One local family’s newly ad-
opted pooch — 1-and-a-half-year-
old Sir Handsome George Clooney, 
who just goes by Clooney — was 

offi cially welcomed into the fam-
ily and the faith by Deacon Fred 
Ritchie, who led the prayer ser-
vice, said the owner of the glam-
orously named mixed Australian 

cattle dog, Teba Besada.
“Well we attend church regu-

larly and we want to give him as 
much.We want to integrate our 
Catholic faith into all of our chil-

dren and that includes the newest 
member of our family,” said Be-
sada, who lives in Marine Park. 
“He loved it, he made friends with 
the deacon very quickly.”

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Pets and their people from 

across the Ridge descended on 
the Lutheran Church of the 
Good Shepherd in Bay Ridge on 
Oct. 8 to receive personalized 
blessings — and the pious pups 
were on their best behavior for 
the indoor ceremony, holding 
their barks in for later, accord-
ing to one attendee. 

“It was lovely. It was warm 
and nurturing and I thought all 
the dogs were very well behaved 
there,” said Ridgite Denise Vento, 
who brought Jesse Banks, her 
10-year-old Teddy Bear dog — a 
cross between a Bichon Frise and 
a Shih Tzu — to receive a blessing. 
“We were talking all day about 
how well behaved they were in 
church — it’s like they knew they 
where they were.”

Vento attended the cere-
mony with her mother, Mari-
lyn Mahfouz, who brought her 
own dog Jax — who happens to 

be the cousin of Jesse Banks — 
to be blessed. Attending with 
her mom and the pair of ca-
nine cousins made the event 

extra special, she said, add-
ing that she hopes her pooch is 
blessed for the rest of his days 
on Earth. 

“I thought it was a very nice 
experience and I’m glad I got 
to share it with my mom,” she 
said. “My dog has been pretty 
blessed all along in life, so we 
just want to make sure that he’s 
watched over.” 

Another Ridgite was partic-
ularly thankful for the collar 
charms that the pups received 
from the priest. 

“It was very, very lovely,” 
said Linda Orlando, who 
brought her 6-year-old York-
shire Terrier — named Terry 
after her late best friend Terry 
Rosen, a Bay Ridge community 
activist — to the blessing. “And 
they gave us a little red alumi-

num bear to put on the dog’s col-
lar, and it said, ‘I am blessed,’ 
with a little prayer on a card.” 

But not every attendee was 
able to persuade their furry 
friends to make the trek — one 
3-year-old Ridgite had to settle 
for bringing a photo of his cat 
and a stuffed animal when the 
family feline was not interested 
in leaving the house. 

“We tried to bring our actual 
cat with us, and she was highly 
unwilling,” said Lucy Harbert 
of her and her son Luke’s at-
tempt to wrangle their pet. 

“We fi nally just gave in and 
brought a photo and the stuffed 
animal that he likes to pretend 
is her. But it was nice, we en-
joyed it. My son is a great cat 
lover, so he enjoyed seeing all 
the animals.”

…and rovers get redeemed over in Bay Ridge 

BLESS UP: Sherry Dretchman held her mutt, Celia, as she received a special 
blessing from Rev. H. Gaylon Barker at the Lutheran Church of the Good Shep-
herd on Sunday. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

DOG PRAYS: St. Columba’s Deacon Fred Ritchie blesses Marine Parker Teba Besada’s pooch, Sir Handsome George Clooney, 
who goes by Clooney. 

Pooches blessed at 
M’Park church … 
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L & M TOURS  Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!

 Penn Dutch Amish; Philadelphia, Cape May
 Longwood Gardens, Jack O’Lantern Blaze
 Dinner Shows, Casinos, Shopping & More
 Ocean City Halloween Beach Maze
 Thanksgiving, Christmas & NY Eve Trips
 The Ice Hotel & Quebec Winter Carnival
 Vermont Maple Festival & More
 There’s Only One Kentucky; Outer Banks

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches 
and 24-seat mini buses available 
for your transportation needs.

Cruises Destinations
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Tours, Charters, Cruises          
& Vacation Packages

Bus Trips

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 7 - 1 8
Come See USA & Canada With Us

Receive a FREE Bus Trip after completing a 9 Days or more cruise

17 Days Amazing China Tour
Saturday, April 7 - Monday, April 23, 2018
Double: $4989; Single $5989
15 Breakfasts, 9 Lunches & 12 Dinners
Highlights: Shanghai, Hangzhou, Guilin, Yangshuo,
Xian, Beijing, Hong Kong & Macau

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Price includes round trip air fare, taxes, hotel transfers, high speed train ticket, air 
tickets in China, admissions, hotel accommodation, gratuity for drivers & tour guides.
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M.A.S. Swing 15 piece big band will perform music from the Great 
American Songbook including songs by Frank Sinatra, Glenn Miller, 

Tommy Dorsey and Benny Goodman

PM - 5PM

The Loyal Order of Moose Club
7711 18th Avenue

Tickets $25.00 per person will include sandwich, cake and coffee

www.mariestack.com

M.A.S.
Swing

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Cops are investigating a 
rash of racist letters with 
swastikas inside that were 
mailed out to law firms in 
Sheepshead Bay, kosher 
bakeries in Borough Park, 
and other businesses 
throughout the city since 
Sept. 29.

One targeted law firm 
on Voorhies Avenue re-
ceived the offensive mis-
sive on the eve of one of the 
most holy Jewish holidays 
— Yom Kippur — making 
the hate crime even more 
disturbing, said a partner 
at the firm.

“I think the timing 
was calculated to add 
more strife and grief — 
shock value,” said the 
attorney, who asked to 
remain anonymous be-
cause of the nature of 
the threat. “I feel dis-
gusted by it — I under-
stand people harbor ha-
tred, but to go through 
the trouble of licking an 
envelope, and placing a 
stamp, and writing the 
address, and sending 
it in the mail, the act is 

grotesque and disgust-
ing.”

Assemblyman Dov Hi-
kind (D–Borough Park) 
announced on Wednesday 
that authorities in New 
Jersey arrested a sus-
pect for sending out the 
bigoted letters, but cops 
could only confirm that a 
male person-of-interest is 
in custody, and that the 
police department’s Hate 
Crimes Task Force is still 
investigating.

The bigots sent out the 
letters, which target black, 
gay, and Jewish people, to 
at least seven businesses 
throughout the city from 
Sept. 29 through Oct. 2, ac-
cording to police.

They invoke Presi-
dent Trump’s campaign 
slogan, “Make America 
Great Again,” and they all 
also include the Nazi slo-
gan “Juden Raus,” which 
means “Jews out,” and 
state that “Negroes and 
f------ must burn in hell,” 
 according to photos of the 
letter shared online .

A second Coney Is-
land Avenue law firm re-

ceived the same letter, 
police said — but unfor-
tunately, there may be 
more recipients who just 
haven’t come forward 
yet, according to the at-
torney at the Voorhies 
Avenue legal office, 
who said the frighten-
ing message is a first for 
him and his company.

“I was surprised that 
this would happen in a 
city like New York, where 
there is such a wide diver-
sity of people,” he said. 

And in light of horrific 
events unfolding across 
the country, every threat-
ening act must be taken 
seriously, said another lo-
cal pol.

“After what happened 
in Las Vegas, it is impor-
tant we take every per-
ceived threat extremely 
seriously. The swastika 
represents hate, anti-Sem-
itism, and oppression,” 
said Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay). We can not and will 
not tolerate hatred di-
rected at any race, reli-
gion, or individual  .”

SCARY: Assemblyman Dov Hikind (D–Borough Park) and Avrumi Weiss of Weiss Bakery in Borough Park 
examine the chilling, bigoted letter received on Oct. 2.  Assemblyman Dov Hikind’s offi ce

Mill Basin car dealer pleads 
guilty to fraud in federal court

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The owner of the city’s larg-
est minority-owned car 
dealership — Kristal Auto-
mall on Kings Highway — 
has ’fessed up to trying to 
swaddle a massive vehicle 
corporation out of millions 
of dollars about fi ve years 
ago. 

Owner Lilaahar 
“Sammy” Bical — a former 
friend and business part-
ner of the  disgraced former 
state Sen. John Sampson  
(D–Canarsie) —  pleaded 
guilty in federal court on 
Oct. 4 to cooking up a fraud 
scheme with his other 
partner to get General Mo-
tors to hand over $15 mil-
lion  under false pretenses 
so that he could purchase 
a Flatbush Avenue plot of 
land from the city to build 
his new dealership as a GM 
franchise. 

Prosecutors aren’t forc-
ing Bical to cough up his 
 land right next to Kings 
Plaza and big box toy re-
tailer Toys ‘R’ Us , but as he 

faces up to six months in 
prison, and the fate of the 
 notoriously controversial 
site  is even more up in the 
air, said a local pol. 

“I can only speculate 
— I can’t believe that he 
will not lose his franchise. 
There’s no precedent, I’ve 
never heard of anything 
like this before,” said Coun-
cilman Alan Maisel (D-
Mill Basin). “I’m worried 
that it’s such an eyesore, I 
mean it looks like — I can’t 
even describe it — it looks 
like a prison. This has been 
in the planning stages for a 
very, very long time.”

 Bical bought the site — 

about the size of two foot-
ball fi elds — from the city’s 
Economic Development 
Corporation for $4.2 mil-
lion in March 2013 . It sat 
abandoned for years, but 
 workers started making 
progress on the site back in 
March , elating many locals 
who were fed up with its in-
activity. 

General Motors declined 
to comment on whether it 
will sever ties with Bical, 
saying their dealers are 
expected to follow the law, 
but that they don’t discuss 
the terms and conditions 
of their dealership agree-
ments. 

Swastikas mailed to 
Jewish businesses

ON THE WATER: The new Kristal Automall going up sits near the 
Four Sparrows Marsh off of Flatbush Avenue. 
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For more information, please contact Harriet Blank, OHEL Director of Geriatric Services,

                         English, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, Creole, Hebrew and Yiddish Speaking

Eldercare Services

AVAILABLE FOR SENIORS IN BROOKLYN, STATEN ISLAND & QUEENS

Funded in part by New York State Department of Health

The OHEL/Lifetime Care Foundation maintains 
a Medicaid Community Trust and is helping elderly

New Yorkers remain at home and avoid entering
a nursing home.

Ohel offers seniors free at home behavioral counseling for loneliness, isolation and 
coping with everyday aging. Case management is available

Ohel gave my mother back her smile!!!
Mrs J felt cancer made her unable to do anything.  She was in pain and 

needed physical help at home. Mrs J was always independent.  The 
social worker asked could she still smile.  The social worker asked 

her to smile at everyone she saw for one week.  The next week they 
talked about the change in how she was feeling.  Mrs. J felt she could 

do something...  She could smile again.

Ohel’s home bound program provides FREE counseling for older 
adults who might feel sad, lonely and isolated.  Some older adults 

might be struggle no with illness and physical changes.  Sessions can 
be anywhere- home, doctors offi ce etc.   Breaking problems into “bite 

Size” pieces can make it doable.

For more information call Harriet Blank at.

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Ridgites and Californians came 
out to the Bay Ridge Manor on 
Oct. 9 for an event promoting the 
 John Wayne Cancer Institute . 

The institute, which has 
been based at Providence Saint 
John’s Health Center in Santa 
Monica, California since 1991, 
was founded in memory of Acad-
emy Award-winning actor John 
Wayne, whose prolifi c career 
spanned nearly fi ve decades — in-
cluding memorable roles in fi lms 
such as “Red River,” “The Search-
ers,” and “The Longest Day,” 
among many others — before he 
died of stomach cancer at 72 years 
old in 1979. But his granddaughter 
said that events such as the one on 
Monday night help keep Wayne’s 
memory alive, while also promot-
ing the important work of the in-
stitute. 

“It was a great event,” said 
Anita La Cava Swift. “We were 
able to share what we’ve done and 
the many things that the John 
Wayne Cancer Institute has ac-
complished.” 

The event, which was spon-
sored by Ridgites Michael and 
Elizabeth Connors and held at 
Bay Ridge Manor, included din-

ner, a silent auction, and speak-
ers from the institute, and was the 
fi rst Ridge-based event promoting 
the institute. Connors said that 
the purpose of the event was to 
raise money and awareness about 
the institute’s work, and that they 
held it on this corner of the East 
Coast because Wayne’s son, Pat-
rick — who also attended on Mon-
day night — was fl ying into New 
York from California to receive an 
award anyway.  

A doctor and researcher at the 
Institute, Dr. Melanie Goldfarb, 
spoke about the cancer research 
she and others are conducting, 

and the vice president of develop-
ment at Providence Saint John’s 
spoke about the institute research 
that has been put into practice 
around the world. 

“The research and innovations 
and discoveries that are made at 
the John Wayne Cancer Institute 
are being used by cancer physi-
cians all across the world,” said 
Andy Trilling. “We have a really 
international impact.” 

Trilling and La Cava Swift both 
cited the sentinel node biopsy — 
an early-stage surgical procedure 
developed in the 1980s that is used 
to determine the spread of breast 
cancer and melanoma throughout 
the lymphatic system — as one of 
the Institute’s most enduring con-
tributions to oncology. 

“This isn’t just for the commu-
nity in Santa Monica,” La Cava 
Swift said. “We’ve developed a 
standard of care treatment used 
around the world.” 

One attendee said he learned 
more about the institute by at-
tending the event and was subse-
quently inspired to contribute. 

“I thought it was very informa-
tive,” said Mike Steinberg. “You 
have to support the charities you 
believe in.” 

Ridgites support John Wayne Cancer Institute, pilgrim

HONORING THE MAN AND THE MISSION: (Left) Andy Trilling, the vice president 
of development at the Providence Saint John’s Health Center, spoke at the event 
benefi ting the John Wayne Cancer Institute at Bay Ridge Manor on Oct. 9. (Center) 
Actor Tony LoBianco, at left, attended the Monday night event with his wife Alyse, 
joined by John Wayne’s son Patrick. (Above) Eilizabeth Connors, at left, hosted the 
event promoting the John Wayne Cancer Institute at the Bay Ridge Manor attended 
by Wayne’s granddaughter Anita La Cava-Swift. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto



O
CT. 15, 2017, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

11

P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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ORDER ONLINE FROM OUR SALTY DOG APP, OUR WEBSITE, CHOWNOW OR GRUBHUB

           

APPETIZERS 
Lettuce Wrap.............................................................................12.95
Fried Dill Pickles.......................................................................9.95
Shrimp Avocado Toast............................................................12.95
Fried Calamari..........................................................................12.95
Zuppa di Mussels.....................................................................12.95
Chicken Fingers.........................................................................9.95
Cheese Quesadilla add 4.00 for chicken, steak or shrimp........10.95
Nachos Grande add 4.95 for chili..........................................12.95
Potato Skins................................................................................9.95
Mozzarella Sticks.......................................................................8.95
Zucchini Sticks.........................................................................10.95
Jalapeño Poppers.......................................................................9.95
Combo Sampler.......................................................................15.95
Rock Shrimp..............................................................................11.95

Baked Mac & Cheese............................................................11.95
Build Your Own with Add Ons

SOUPS & SIDE ORDERS

KID’S MENU......................7.95 (ages 11 & under)

SALADS
House Salad................................................................................7.95
add 4.00 for chicken or shrimp.......................add 6.00 for steak
Asian Chicken Salad...............................................................14.95
Bibb Lettuce with Grilled Shrimp Salad...............................15.95

Caesar Salad............................................................................10.95
add 4.00 for chicken or shrimp......................add 6.00 for steak
Cobb Salad...............................................................................15.95
Iceberg Wedge Salad............................................................11.95

CHOICE OF DRESSINGS: 

BURGERS & WINGS
Pat LaFrieda

MEAT PURVEYORS 
Hamburger.....................................................................10.95
Sloppy Dog Burger..................................................................15.95
Carolina Classic.......................................................................12.95

Salty Dog Standard.................................................................12.95

Lamb Burger.............................................................................14.95
SLIDERS: Crispy Chicken, Short Rib or Hamburger....11.95

American or Provolone) 1.00

WINGS: Boneless-or-Jumbo Chicken Sm..........10.95 Lg........19.95

Choose 1 Sauce Per Order

SANDWICHES & WRAPS

Dog BLT.....................................................................................12.95
Turkey Club...............................................................................12.95
Grilled Chicken Sandwich.......................................................12.95
Chicken Parmesan Hero........................................................12.95
Grilled Salmon Wrap.............................................................14.95
Chicken Salad Wrap..............................................................12.95
Chicken Fajita Wrap...............................................................12.95
Grilled Portobello Wrap.........................................................12.95
Classic Reuben........................................................................12.95
French Dip.................................................................................12.95
Sliced NY Strip Steak...........................................................15.95
Crispy Chicken Sandwich......................................................12.95

PASTA 

Rigatoni with Grilled Chicken & Spinach............................14.95
Fire House Fettuccine.............................................................15.95
Penne & Chicken Ala Vodka....................................................14.95
Rigatoni with Grilled Chicken & Broccoli............................14.95
Shrimp with Penne....................................................................17.95 

ENTREES 

 
Chicken Pot Pie.......................................................................16.95
Shortrib Shepherd’s Pie.........................................................18.95

Chicken Marsala.......................................................................15.95
Chicken Piccata.......................................................................15.95
Chicken Franchese..................................................................15.95

Pan Seared Atlantic Salmon..................................................17.95
16 oz. NY Strip Steak.............................................................25.95
Braised Beef Short Rib..........................................................22.95

����������������	����
��������������������

follow us on     @Salty Dog Bar & Restaurant 
follow us on     @SaltyDogNY
follow us on     @SaltyDogNY

   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /

New Menu

   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /   /

BY LAUREN GILL
This pier’s on the up-and-up!

Brooklyn Bridge Park offi cials 
revealed plans on Oct. 4 to create 
a swathe of hilly parkland at Pier 
2, drawing cheers from residents 
who applauded the honchos for 
considering their concerns about 
an earlier proposal and forming a 
new one with broad appeal.

“By and large they listened, 
which is great,” said Peter La-
Bonte, chairman of the meadow’s 
Community Advisory Council, 
a liaison between park stewards 
and locals. “We’re pleased with 
the outcome.”

Plans for the uplands include 
laying down a slightly sloped 
lawn big enough for 315 people 
that contains terraced seating 
made with pieces of granite from 
the Brooklyn Bridge. They also 
call for building a huge water gar-
den, an aquatic feature with spray 

jets that meanders through the 
green space.

Offi cials ensured that park-
goers will be able to sled on the 
lawn come wintertime now that 
the stone seating is designed to 
be moved in and out of place, a 
change locals pushed for after 
honchos presented the fi rst itera-
tion of the Pier 2 plans last year.

The proposal also includes 
building a berm along the perim-
eter of the space, creating a sloped 
grassy mound of earth that will 
hide the area’s existing utility 
building.

As many as nine parking 
spaces will be removed from the 
side of Furman Street just be-
hind the berm in order to make 
room for a new bus drop-off zone 
that will be large enough to fi t two 
people-movers. Locals requested 
a dedicated area for buses so the 
huge vehicles don’t clog the area, 

and LaBonte said park honchos 
should consider setting aside even 
more space for them because so 
many drive into the meadow.

“We’re still concerned that 
might not be suffi cient,” he said. 
“The traffi c has increased dra-
matically. There are city buses, 
tour buses, school buses, and wed-
ding buses picking up and drop-

ping off, and that area becomes es-
pecially congested.”

But residents overall lauded 
the proposal for adding more land 
to their waterfront backyard.

“It’s clearly an improvement,” 
said Lucy Koteen, a member of the 
advisory council. “There’s more 
open space.”

Construction is set to begin in 

September 2018, and offi cials said 
it should conclude by September 
2020.

In July, Brooklyn Bridge Park 
honchos debuted a similar  rolling-
countryside-inspired landscape 
at Pier 5 , which includes its own 
sloped lawn, a shaded grove, and 
benches where patrons can take 
in the Manhattan skyline.

Park plans get 
passing grade

MUCH BETTER: Brooklyn Bridge Park honchos on Oct. 5 debuted their latest plans to create a stretch of rolling parkland 
that contains a 315-person lawn and water garden at Pier 2, prompting cheers from locals who said the new proposal ad-
dresses concerns they had about past iterations. Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates

Locals cheer design for hilly Pier 2 lawn
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR MASONRY NEEDS!

M&B CONCRETE & MASON SUPPLY 
255 Liberty Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11207

718-498-0943
www.mandbconcrete.net

- FALL SPECIAL - 

FREE 
MATERIAL DELIVERY

FOR ALL LOCAL DELIVERIES 
($500 MIN. ORDER)

10%OFF 
YOUR FIRST REDI MIX 
CONCRETE DELIVERY

  PRODUCTS: BRICK, BLOCK, PAVERS, SAND, CEMENT, STONE, TOOLS,  HARDWARE, REBAR, 
   WIRE, LIMESTONE TREDS, GRANITE TREDS, CAULK, RECYCLE STONE,  ETC...

  (5) BORO’S.
   WE HAVE EXPERTS ON SITE TO HELP YOU PLAN YOUR PROJECT WITH  HELP IN DESIGN 
   AND ORDERING MATERIAL.

   OUR TRUCKS WILL SAVE YOU MONEY ON YOUR CONCRETE ORDERS; YOU ONLY PAY 
   FOR CONCRETE THAT YOU TAKE.     
   ALSO NO GUESSING ON HOW MUCH CONCRETE YOU WILL NEED.

M&B CONCRETE & MASON SUPPLY 
255 Liberty Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11207

718-498-0943
www.mandbconcrete.net

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR MASONRY NEEDS!

BY LEAH LU
He can fi nally take a bow!

An 82-year-old Brooklyn-
Heights composer will debut a 
self-penned show with two Oc-
tober performances at a city op-
era house, and the professionally 
staged production contains one 
component that he said legiti-
mizes the decades he spent per-
fecting his craft.

“There’s a classic observation 
that, without an audience, you 
are nothing,” said Richard Alan 
White. “I would go to concerts and 
I was always fascinated by the au-
dience’s wrapped expression. I 
would look at all these people, and 
they were so involved.”

Players from the Center for 
Contemporary Opera, a Manhat-
tan theater group, will take the 
stage at the outer borough’s Na-
tional Opera Center to perform the 
fi rst act of White’s work, “Hester,” 
on Oct. 12 and 15.

The composer, who lives in 
senior housing on Pierrepont 
Street, began working on the op-

era — which is inspired by the 
novel “The Scarlet Letter” and its 
protagonist, Hester Prynne — in 
1981, 24 years after he received a 
master’s degree in music compo-
sition from Columbia University 
in Manhattan. White returned to 
Columbia that year to work as a 

security guard after struggling 
to fi nd employment as a composer 
for some time, and said he began 
to orchestrate the show’s melo-
dies in his head during his cam-
pus patrols.

“The job gave me some free 
time for ideas to percolate,” he 
said. “I remember going home 
afterward and singing a theme 
that was going through my head. 
I hummed the tune to a sergeant 
and asked, ‘Have you heard that 
before?’ and he said, ‘No, no I 
haven’t.’ ”

White’s earlier positions at 
city agencies and courts, and as 
an employee of the Bronx’s 42nd 
Precinct, provided him with in-
spiration for his opera, he said, 
because they exposed him to 
women who were fi ghting chal-
lenges similar to those his show’s 
protagonist faces.

“I was a caseworker for the De-
partment of Social Services, and 
have worked with countless single 
mothers,” White said. “ ‘Hester’ is 
not a fantastical melodrama. It is 

about real life and is more rele-
vant today than ever before.”

The songbird — a New Hamp-
shire native who also received 
a music history degree from the 
University of New Hampshire and 
studied at New York City’s arts 
academy, Julliard — said creating 
“Hester” would not have been pos-
sible without aid from his daugh-
ter, Rebecca White, who was born 
the same year he started working 
at Columbia and began to help him 
make music when she was a tot.

“One time I was trying to work 
on the piano and she sat on my 
lap. She was banging on the keys 
and the only way I could play was 
to reach around her,” White said. 
“And I actually used some of that 
material in the opera.”

And later on, after White put 
together a list of conductors and 
directors working in the city, he 
tasked his daughter with getting 
his opera in front of the big shots, 
he said.

“After a few years, I dropped 
this pile of information on her 

lap,” White said. “She called it 
‘Operation Opera.’ ” 

Rebecca’s outreach paid off 
eventually, she said, after one of 
her messages landed in the in-box 
of a Center of Contemporary Op-
era staffer.

“I started cold e-mailing peo-
ple in New York City, and the cen-
ter engaged,” she said.

White continues to compose, 
arrange, and write works even as 
his decades-in-the-making opera 
debuts, using a piano at the senior 
center near his building because 
the one in his apartment is out of 
tune, he said. And being recog-
nized for his talent now is a pow-
erful reminder to never give up 
on your dreams, according to the 
songbird.

“It’s not that it’s never too late 
to fi nish something, but it’s never 
too late to start something,” White 
said. “As you get older, you realize 
that you depend on other people. 
But when you have a lot of other 
people working with you, it makes 
you feel younger.”

EIGHTY-TWO YEARS YOUNG: Richard 
Alan White debuts his show “Hester,” 
which he began creating in 1981, with 
two performances at a city opera 
house this month. Photo by Zoe Freilich

THE PERFORMANCE OF A LIFETIME
Octogenarian composer from Brooklyn Heights debuts inaugural opera
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

10:30 am
Keeping your loved ones safe

11:30 am

12:30 pm

1:30 pm

2:30 pm 

Partial list. More seminars will be added. Same seminars and times 
for both expos. Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

The event will feature 

NYC 
Expo & Conference

2017

nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

Sunday, 
October 29th

10am–4pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway

Brooklyn, NY 11229

Sunday, 
November 12th

10am–4pm
YOUNG ISRAEL OF FOREST HILLS
7100 Yellowstone Boulevard

Forest Hills, NY 11375

2 Expos

2 Locations

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Lunch at the Expo if you register by October 15th

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

as of Oct. 11, 2017

The Allure Group
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The city’s no longer letting hoo-
kah bars off the hook.

A bill cracking down of the 
water-pipe watering holes passed 
the Council on Sept. 27, restrict-
ing the fl avored “shisha” mix-
tures smoked in hookahs just 
like tobacco, tightly regulating 
existing hookah bars, banning 
the opening of new owns, and out-
lawing the practice for anyone 
under 21.

“Today we once and for all 
clear the air on the dangers of hoo-
kah smoking,” said Councilman 
Vincent Gentile’s (D–Bay Ridge), 
who sponsored the bill. “Any way 
you cut it, hookah smoke is no 
joke. It is not a safe smoking al-
ternative, and restricting minors 
makes the decision to smoke up to 
those of adult age.”

Starting six months after the 
mayor signs the bill into law, 
even non-tobacco shisha will be 
subject to the city’s Smoke-Free 
Air Act — which bans most in-
door tobacco smoking — making 
it illegal to smoke hookah indoors 
except in the bars that meet strict 
requirements for ventilation and 
other measures. 

Existing hookah bars will have 

three years to bring their busi-
nesses up to sanitation, ventila-
tion, and fi re code requirements, 
and are forbidden to relocate or 

expand.
Hookah bars selling shisha 

mixtures that contain tobacco 
will have to obtain permits to con-

tinue operating, and all will have 
to prove that at least half of their 
profi ts come from shisha sales.

 Gentile began his quest to 
snuff out hookah bars back in 
2010 , when he claims a fl ood of 
complaints came to his offi ce as 
the craze swept though his Bay 
Ridge district.

In addition to warning of what 
it calls “signifi cant health risks 
to smokers and nonsmokers,” 
the  text of the legislation  cites a 
fi ve-fold increase in hookah bars 
throughout the city over the past 
fi ve years — based on searches for 
“hookah” on the review website 
Yelp. A recent search on the site 
turned up 823 results.

The popular belief that smok-
ing shisha through a water pipe 
is less dangerous than cigarettes 
contributed to the hookah bar 
boom, but is contradicted by  stud-
ies by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention .   

Community Board 10’s district 
manager said she hopes the bill 
will help clarify the dangers of 
smoking shisha.

“This bill will save lives,” said 
Josephine Beckmann. “Hookah 
has grown into this big fad, and 
there’s been a lot of misinforma-

tion on the health impact. Health 
advocates have found that hookah 
is dangerous and it encourages 
young people to smoke.” 

Beckmann said that the part of 
the bill increasing ventilation reg-
ulations on existing hookah bars 
was a result of the  complaints the 
community board frequently re-
ceives from families who live near 
the bars  and are worried about 
secondhand smoke effects. 

One Ridge hookah bar owner 
complained that the new law 
would scuttle his expansion plans, 
and he also questioned the feasi-
bility of  gauging the proportions 
of his bar’s sales.

“I don’t know how they’re go-
ing to enforce the rule — how are 
they going to keep track of it? Do 
we have to write down everything 
— how much we sell, how much 
we don’t sell?” said Sai Nasan, the 
co-owner of Bai’Dar Café on Third 
Avenue. “It’s nonsense, honestly. 
You can’t keep exact track of ev-
erything.”

Nasan said that profi ts from 
Bai’Dar are split nearly 50–50 
between food and hookah sales, 
and that he would fi ght if the city 
threatened to shut them down 
over a month 

SMOKE UP: Alex Aramo owns Mist, one of the many hookah bars in Bay Ridge that 
will be affected by the new legislation passed by the Council banning new hookah 
bars from opening and tightly regulating those that already exist.  
 Community News Group / Julianne McShane

Council passes bill to choke off smokey hookah bars
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

BY LAUREN GILL
This cool kid isn’t getting the 
warmest welcome.

The new Williamsburg out-
post of a skate shop with a mas-
sive cult following will draw 
throngs of people in search of the 
brand’s exclusive merchandise to 
area streets, said some worried lo-
cals, who described the opening-
day crowd outside the store the 
morning of Oct. 5 as similar to the 
rowdy groups that pack the nabe’s 
main drag during prime time.

“It was something you’d see on 
Bedford Avenue on a Friday night, 
but was happening at 9 am,” said 
Jumi Cha, who lives a few blocks 
away from the Supreme store on 
Grand Street between Bedford 
Avenue and Berry Street.

The brand is known for its lim-
ited-edition clothing and accesso-
ries, which are released on a near-
weekly basis every Thursday and 
attract masses of people hoping to 
grab the goods. By 10:30 am, ap-
proximately 20 security guards 
were stationed on the streets 
around the store and at a check-
in point on S. Second Street near 

Wythe Avenue, where people who 
were chosen to attend the open-
ing via a lottery arrived to receive 
further instructions before enter-
ing the line to get in.

The queue outside of the actual 
store spanned less than a block, 
but the scene at the check-in point 
was much different. Approxi-
mately a hundred people stood in-
side barricades set up around it, 

and kids perched on nearby resi-
dential stoops to catch a glimpse 
of the action.

Supreme’s owners put a spe-
cial plan together specifi cally to 
mitigate the effects that the open-
ing-day crowd would have on 
sidewalk traffi c, positioning the 
swag security guards outside the 
store to keep fans from clogging 
the streets and re-selling the mer-
chandise — a popular pastime 
that was banned within a mile of 
the shop, according to an attendee 
who received a copy of rules that 
were distributed before the open-
ing.

And there were so many 
guards on site that some pass-
ersby said the scene recalled the 
arrival of a presence far greater 
than a skate shop.

“It’s crazy, it looks like the pres-
ident is coming or something,” 
said Haneef Shaik, a Chicago res-
ident vacationing in Brooklyn. 
“It’s like some CIA, FBI s---.”

But the heavy security was 
only in place for the opening, ac-
cording to one guard, and it is un-
clear how crowds will be managed 

in the future.
Supreme recently started us-

ing a lottery system to keep or-
der outside its  Manhattan store  
after the groups that gather 
there turned chaotic, accord-
ing to another opening-day at-
tendee, who said the ruckus de-
terred some patrons from trying 
their luck.

“The lines were always mad-
ness and kind of shady,” the fan 
said.

The new shop occupies the 
former home of the Koolman ice-
cream truck garage, where drivers 
used to set up tables for people to 
hang out and eat frosty treats. But 
Supreme won’t foster the same sort 

of unity in the community because 
it will likely only attract transient 
visitors, said Cha, the local.

“You could defi nitely tell [Kool-
man] was integrated with the 
neighborhood,” she said. “Now 
the exact opposite is happening — 
people outside the neighborhood 
come in for a few hours, then just 
leave.”

The resident admitted Supreme 
is better than some other tenants 
that could have taken the space, 
but said the store is still just an-
other way that people are cashing 
in on the trendy nabe.

“It has some semblance of cul-
ture, but it’s also gross consumer-
ism,” Cha said.

‘Supreme’ congestion

CHOSEN ONES: People who lined up 
to attend the shop’s opening were se-
lected via a lottery. 
 Community News Group / Lauren Gill 

CROWDED: Barricades contained the masses that lined up to enter the new Wil-
liamsburg outpost of Supreme, a skate shop that opened its new Grand Street 
store on Oct. 5.

Locals: Skate shop’s new W’burg outpost will bring huge crowds
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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BY LAUREN GILL
It was a starry night in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park! 

Celebrities fl ocked to 
the waterfront green space 
for its fi fth-annual black-tie 
ball on Oct. 5, including the 
dashing actor Jon Hamm, 
who hosted the festivities. 
The man of “Mad Men” 
fame hails from St. Louis 
and doesn’t even live in 
Brooklyn, but one park hon-
cho had nothing but praise 
for the star nonetheless.

“It was fun and exciting 
to have him as our guest 
host,” said Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Conservancy chief 
Nancy Webster. “He was 
very lovely, down to earth, 
and very funny — just a re-
ally sweet guy.”

The conservancy, which 
stages the gala to raise 
money for park program-
ming and events, snagged 
Hamm for the ceremony 
through the husband of a 
board member, who went to 
high school with the actor.

Eight hundred people 
attended a swanky dinner 

at Pier 2 as part of the af-
fair and 250 revelers bought 
tickets to the after-party, 
raising more than $1.35 mil-
lion for the meadow, Web-
ster said.

Green-space offi cials 
honored developer Douglas 
Durst of the Durst Organi-
zation for his environmen-
tal work as well as Hank 
Gutman, a park board mem-
ber who helped oversee the 
lawn’s construction.

And Hamm wasn’t the 
only big name to walk the 
red carpet at the event. 
Other notable guests in-
cluded Keri Russell and  
Matthew Rhys — the stars of 
television’s sexy spy drama 
“The Americans,” who live 
in Brooklyn Heights and 
frequent the park — and ac-
tress Michelle Monaghan.

Songstress and Cobble-
Hill resident Norah Jones 
performed to close out the 
epic evening, ending it on 
a high note, according to 
Webster.

“She really brought 
down the house,’ she said.

Celebs party on the pier

ON THE RED CARPET: (Above) Avid park users Matthew Rhys and 
Keri Russell showed their support. (Left) Jon Hamm and Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Conservancy head Nancy Webster were all smiles.   
 Photos by Zoe Freilich

Mr. Robert Botero  
718.886.7250

718.309.0589 
admissions@holycrosshs.org

NOW ACCEPTING YOUNG WOMEN 

FOR THE CLASS OF 2022!

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 22nd, 2017

RSVP www.holycrosshs.org
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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Brooklyn Heights to a 
little bit further out with 
every new subway stop 
that was open.”

The exhibit, on display 
until May of 2018, uses old 
photos, newspaper arti-
cles, and artifacts to take 
visitors on a trip through 
Heights history, starting 
with the fi rst commer-
cial ferry at Fulton land-
ing in 1648, and ending at 
the same dock, with a dis-
cussion of the new ferry 
service launched earlier 
this year. 

Before the mod-
ern subways below the 
streets, people relied on 
“elevated rails,” steam-
powered cars that ran on 
wooden tracks above the 
roads and annoyed ev-
eryone with their obnox-
iously loud noise. The ex-
hibit fondly remembers 
the day the elevated rails 

were torn down and re-
placed. 

“A big part of our ex-
hibit is about the Fulton 
Street elevated, how it 
was considered a blight 
on downtown Brooklyn 
and people really wanted 
it to be gone,” said Sha-
piro. 

In addition to the noise 
and dirt of the elevated, 
people complained that 
the network overhead 
kept them — literally —  
in the dark.

“The day that the el-
evated stopped service, 
ads started running in 
the Brooklyn Eagle and 
New York Times like, 
‘Now Brooklyn fi nds its 
place in the sun because 
this huge thing that 
blocked our sunlight for 
so long is coming down,’ ” 
she said. 

The exhibit also ex-
plores how the grow-
ing web of subway lines 
impacted the economy. 
Once there was a faster 

way across the river, de-
partment stores in both 
boroughs were quick to 
use them to their advan-
tages, said Shapiro. 

“Everyone was re-
ally excited when the 
subway opened in 1908, 
because of course, shop-
ping,” she said. “Wana-
maker’s was a big Man-
hattan department store 
that was at Astor Place, 
and their big thing was 
now that the subway was 
open in Brooklyn, you 
could go from Brooklyn 
Borough Hall right to 
Wanamaker’s — it was a 
one seat ride, it cost you 
a nickel.”

“From Fulton Ferry: 
Building Downtown 
Brooklyn” at the New 
York City Transit Mu-
seum (Boerum Place and 
Schermerhorn Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, www.
nytransitmuseum.org). 
Sept. 28 through May 
2018. $10 ($5 kids and se-
niors).

TRAINS
has $3.5 million set aside 
to create a ramp leading to 
the Pacifi c branch and to 
install a new elevator in-
side the location. But offi -
cials are waiting to begin 
both improvements until 
cash for a new boiler and 
air-conditioning system 
comes in, because they 
want to do all the work 
at once, the book lender’s 
spokeswoman said.

The library has $10 
million in unmet cap-
ital needs, accord-
ing to the rep, who re-
fused to say how long it 
will take to collect the 
moolah to make the fixes.

And the reading room’s 
lack of a ramp doesn’t only 
affect local stroller-push-

ers, according to Jernow, 
who pointed out that it’s 
impossible for wheelchair-
bound residents to access 
the space.

“It’s diffi cult for a mom 
to get a stroller up the 
stairs, but someone in a 
wheelchair can’t do that at 
all,” she said. 

The book lender techni-
cally is required to build 
a ramp under the federal 
Americans with Disabili-
ties Act, legislation that de-
mands businesses comply 
with certain accessibility 
standards, according to a 
local advocate.

“It has to be compliant. 
Even if it’s an older build-
ing, they have to look for a 
way to have a ramp,” said 
Yesenia Torres, who works 
for the Brooklyn Center for 
Independence of Disabled. 

But many building own-

ers get away with not build-
ing an incline because pa-
trons don’t raise the issue, 
she said, and usually peo-
ple must  fi le a lawsuit  to get 
one installed.

There are several types of 
low-cost ramps that could be 
erected temporarily while li-
brary honchos wait to put in 
a permanent one, according 
to Torres, who said the easi-
est way to spur action is for 
locals to demand that an in-
cline be built.

It’s not the fi rst time fi -
nancial uncertainty has 
plagued the Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Pacifi c 
Branch.

In February 2013, hon-
chos  tried to hawk the 
building  to evade $9 mil-
lion in repairs, but  took it 
off the market months later  
after locals protested the 
sale.

LIBRARY

he enjoyed running on the 
fi ve-kilometer course — 
which was updated this 
year to stay entirely on the 
base — for both its views 
and its familiarity. 

“It’s a nice run along 
the water, to take a look at 
the ships,” he said. “It was 
good because I know Fort 
Hamilton well, and I’ve run 
around the course before.” 

The female staff ser-
geant who eked out Ehrke 
to snag the top spot overall 
said she doesn’t enjoy run-
ning, and only does it about 
once a month as part of her 
training, but credited men-
tal toughness as the true 
key to her success. 

“I just try to be disci-
plined enough to keep my 
pace and keep going,” Deb-
orah Walters said. 

And keep going she did 
—even accidentally run-
ning an extra loop that 
added the length of a soccer 
fi eld to her winning dash 
— but the Recruiting Bat-
talion sergeant said she’s 
just grateful that she’s able 
to run.

“The greatest part is we 
go out there to run for those 
who can’t run anymore,” 
the Bedford-Stuyvesant 
resident said. 

Another local, who also 
ran with his dog Bruno — 
a Shar-Pei and rat terrier 
mix — echoed Walters’s and 
Ehrke’s motivation for the 
run, and added that the views 
weren’t too bad, either.

“With the water, and 
the dog, it was very relax-
ing and very peaceful,” 
said Shawn Stevens. “And 
ultimately, I did it for the 
cause.” 

A Ridgite who had just 
enlisted with the Army and 
tackled the event’s inaugu-
ral 10-K race — snagging 
fi rst place in his age group 
and second overall — said 
the start was harder than 
the fi nish.

“On the way there, we 
had to run with the head-
wind, so there’s that resis-
tance, and on the way back 
there were some hills,” said 
Roman Bekker, who will 
ship out to Fort Benning 
in Georgia next month. 
“But the adrenaline kicks 
in, and you want to do your 
best.” 

FT. HAM

long absence and ar-
rests. Cops cuffed him 
once after his former 
flame accused him of us-
ing her Uber account to 
track her to a Bedford-
Stuyvesant hotel, and 
again when he alleg-
edly violated a court’s 
order of protection by 
approaching his ex in a 
Park Slope bar less than 
a week later.

“I took an extended 
medical leave … because 
my personal circum-
stances had become a 
distraction,” Hammer-
man wrote in an e-mail 
sent to board members. 
“I believe what would be 
in the best interest of the 
community board, and 
myself, is for me to step 
down as district man-
ager.”

The civic honcho be-
gan his leave  in May , and 
extended it twice before 
he returned on Sept. 28. A 
group of board members 
was set to evaluate Ham-
merman’s performance 

in a closed-door session 
after he reassumed his 
job,  Community Board 6 
chairman Sayar Lonial 
said at a meeting prior to 
his return , but it is not 
clear whether they ever 
met with the embattled 
staffer.

Lonial declined to 
comment about Hammer-
man’s resignation, in-
stead saying he will ad-
dress it at the panel’s next 
full meeting on Oct. 11.

 The district attorney’s 
offi ce plans on dropping 
its stalking case against 
the district manager in 
November , according to 
his lawyer, who said her 
client is concerned his 
ex-girlfriend’s allegations 
will continue to haunt 
him long after he is exon-
erated.

“There are always 
people who fi gure he got 
away with murder,” said 
Joyce David. “It’s human 
nature.”

And Hammerman’s ex 
continued to try to contact 
him via text and in person 
following his arrests, Da-
vid said, which made him 
worry that her behavior 

could result in further 
scandal for him and the 
community board.

“He is having a very 
diffi cult situation with 
a woman following him, 
trying to hurt him, and 
taunting him by contact-
ing him with no repercus-
sions,” she said.

The outgoing district 
manager expressed grati-
tude to the advisory pan-
el’s volunteer members 
in his resignation letter, 
thanking them for allow-
ing him to serve the com-
munity, and acknowledg-
ing Lonial and the board’s 
treasurer, Jerry Armer, 
for their sensitivity dur-
ing his legal ordeal. And 
he urged the group to pur-
sue its commitment to 
civic virtue in the state-
ment.

“Doing the people’s 
work is a calling; it’s a sa-
cred public trust,” Ham-
merman wrote. “Keep 
making mistakes and 
learning along the way. 
Every mistake is a learn-
ing opportunity. Every 
problem is a challenge. 
Keep reaching for the 
light and growing.”

HAMMER

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide

Continued from cover Continued from cover

Continued from cover

Continued from cover



O
CT. 15, 2017, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

23



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

OC
T. 

15
, 2

01
7

24

COMPLETE YOUR CELEBRATION WITH OUR

Selection of Wursts choose from 
our selection of

Over 60 
german beers

Hot Leberkäse Daily
Krainerwurst
Knockwurst
Bauernwurst
Weisswurst
Saitenwurst
Bockwurst

Touristenwurst
Thüringer Bratwurst

Landjäger
Bolognas
Salamis

Assorted Liverwursts
...and more!Bockwurst ...and more!

69-40 MYRTLE AVENUE  |  GLENDALE , NY 11385  |  ZUMSTAMMTISCH.COM  |  718-386-7200

Oktoberfest
WURSTS, BEER, DECOR & MORE!

STOP BY THE PORK STORE FOR
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