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BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s a supermarket swap!

A six-story building that 
will replace the Key Food 
on Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope will include space for 
a ground-fl oor supermar-
ket, according to plans fi led 
by developer Avery Hall In-
vestments on Oct. 10.

The two-building de-
velopment will be divided 
by a public plaza, with the 
larger, 73-foot-tall struc-
ture at the corner of Baltic 
Street  and a smaller, 44-
unit building near Sterling 
Place atop the beloved gro-
cer’s parking lot.

The larger structure 

will include 120 apart-
ments according to fi lings 
with the Department of 
Buildings. The fi ling for 
the smaller building is still 
being processed by the city, 
a spokeswoman for the de-
veloper said.

The Baltic Street build-

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The city must crack down on an 
alleged zone-busting developer 
who has confused neighbors 
guessing he is constructing a gi-
ant commercial building on Ave-
nue T that has no place in a quiet, 
residential neighborhood.

“The rumors are fl ying 
around the neighborhood,” said 
Hendrickson Street resident Joe 
Landy. “He’s got away with build-
ing whatever he wants regardless 
of what the existing zoning laws 
are. If you drive past it, it looks 
nothing like anything else in the 
neighborhood.”

The Department of Buildings 
issued owner David Halberstam, 
who did not respond to a request 
for comment, permits to erect a 
two-story, one-family home be-
tween Hendrickson Street and 
Flatbush Avenue in 2016. But the 
city halted work at the site twice 
since January, once because 
workers weren’t following proper 
safety procedures, and a second 
time because inspectors caught 
them building a garage that had 
not been approved.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The longtime head of good-
government group Citizens 
Union was arrested for drug 
possession on Oct. 24, after 
police searched his Brook-
lyn Heights home looking 
for child pornography on his 
computer but found small 
amounts of drugs instead.

Dick Dadey, who took 

a leave of absence from 
the more-than-century-
old civic group last month 
for “personal reasons,” 
turned himself into police 
Tuesday morning,  accord-
ing to the New York Post . 

Police said a 27-year-old 
man walked into a precinct 
on Sept. 6 and alleged that 

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 12Continued on page 6

A murderous trolley ride
BY ALEXANDRA SIMON

Take the tour de death!
A sinister black trolley is 

creeping around Brooklyn’s 
dark past. The Madame Mor-
bid Trolley Tour sets off from 
Brooklyn Heights several times 
each day to transport curious 
guests to the borough’s battle-
fi elds, murders, and the sites of 
bloody accidents. The engross-
ing quest leaves its guests in-

formed, but also creeped out, 
said its founder and guide. 

“The truth is always scarier 
than fi ction and they’ll be more 
scared knowing that these are 
facts instead of just stories that 
may or may not be true — the 
facts they walk away with are 
the scariest part,” said Allison 
Chase.

The Dumbo resident leads 
Continued on page 12

BLACK AND BLEAK: Allison Chase dresses in Victorian garb as she leads the 
Madame Morbid Trolley Tour through Brooklyn’s dark past. Matt Zaller 

BETWEEN PLACES: A ren-
dering of the piazza-style 
space between two build-
ings that will replace the 
Fifth Avenue Key Food in 
Park Slope.

THE 
DARK 
TOUR

Haunting 
‘house’ in 

M’Park

Slope plan includes marketCit’Union head arrested
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The three candidates running to 
fi ll the open 43rd District Council 
seat took on big-picture, national 
questions touching on immigra-
tion, discrimination, and police 
reform at a debate on Oct. 24, with 
the Democratic nominee striving 
to draw a stark contrast between 
himself and his more conserva-
tive opponents and the Republi-
can trying to project a moderate 
image.

Ridgites packed the audito-
rium of IS 30 Mary White Oving-
ton to hear the candidates vying 
to represent Bay Ridge, Dyker 
Heights, Bensonhurst, and Bath 
Beach in the Council at a debate 
co-sponsored by the Arab Ameri-
can Association of New York and 
two local liberal groups, Fight 
Back Bay Ridge and South Brook-
lyn Progressive Resistance. 

Democrat Justin Brannan 
opened by touting what he deemed 
the main difference between his 
and his opponents’ attitudes to-
wards the district’s diversity. 

“Some of my opponents may 
see our diversity as a threat, 
whereas I see our diversity as our 
true strength,” he said. 

Republican nominee John 
Quaglione also played to the lib-
eral crowd by striking a simi-
larly inclusive tone in his opening 
statement — though some of his 
later answers seemed to run coun-
ter to it. 

“The strength of this neighbor-
hood is the diversity that we have 
embraced for so many years,” 
Quaglione said.

But Reform party candidate 
Bob Capano — who spent much of 
his Republican primary campaign 
attacking the association’s former 
head, Linda Sarsour — was un-
abashed in acknowledging that 
he and the audience would not see 
eye-to-eye on diversity issues.

“I do have a feeling there may 
be some disagreements between 
my views and many of yours, but 
I view it as my and our obligations 
to listen to each other and have a 
dialogue together, and agree when 
we can, but also respectfully dis-
agree where we do,” he said.
The association’s executive di-
rector, Rama Issa-Ibrahim, mod-
erated the debate, and her fi rst 
question was on so-called “broken-
windows policing” — the zero-tol-
erance towards petty crime that 

was popularized by former police 
commissioner Bill Bratton in the 
mid-1990s — and its implications 
for racial profi ling, immigration 
enforcement, and civil rights.

Brannan pointed out that he’s 
the only candidate to call for an 
end to broken-windows policing, 
instead calling for community 
policing in the 62nd and 68th pre-
cincts, adding that protecting 
civil rights is paramount. 

“The Constitution is not a sug-
gestion,” he said. “The Constitu-
tion is the law.” 

Capano said he supported the 
policy, and Quaglione approached 
the question more literally. 

“First of all, I’ve actually 
worked to repair broken win-
dows in this neighborhood,” he 
said, before aligning himself 
with Brannan and calling for 
more community policing and 
more police offi cers, but failing 
to explicitly endorse or condemn 
the broken-windows policy.

Quaglione also avoided giving 
defi nitive answers to questions on 
both police brutality and how he 
would promote diversity within 

his own staff if elected, saying that 
the police department is already 
working on ways to reduce the vi-
olent confrontations and that he 
would consult his constituents on 
staffi ng since their money would 
fund the salaries.

“It’s your taxpayers’ money and 
its based on the needs and demo-
graphics of the district,” he said. 

Brannan said that police offi -
cers needed to be better trained 
to use non-lethal force when they 
encountered people with mental 
illness, and that he would put a 
premium on promoting diversity 
within his staff.

“Of course, I think that staff 
has to represent the diversity of 
the district,” he said. “There’s so 
much to be said for someone walk-
ing into an offi ce and looking for 
help and seeing someone who 
looks like them and speaks their 
language.” 

Capano took the onus off of po-
lice offi cers in dealing with men-
tal health issues in civilian en-
counters. 

“When a cop has that life-and-
death situation, that cop doesn’t 

have time to search the house for 
mental health prescriptions,” he 
said, adding that he would like to 
see a more “respected and objec-
tive” civilian complaint review 
board to address police miscon-
duct. 

Capano also said that, if 
elected, he would hire a staffer or 
volunteer intern who “speaks as 
many languages as possible.”

The candidates did have a few 
rare moments of relative agree-
ment.

First, when asked about Presi-
dent Trump’s move to end the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Ar-
rival policy that protects from 
deportation many young people 
brought into the country illegally 
as children, Brannan and Ca-

pano both explicitly said they did 
not support rescinding the policy, 
and Quaglione said that he would 
advocate for a pathway to citizen-
ship and could not morally sup-
port breaking up families.

All three candidates also 
roundly condemned hate and dis-
crimination in the district, but 
Brannan again attempted to dis-
tinguish himself from his oppo-
nents by implying that they and 
current elected offi cials were not 
doing enough to recognize and 
stand up to hate.

“I think it starts with stopping 
living in denial that these inci-
dents do happen, and it starts with 
taking our heads out of the sand 
and believing that everything is 
hunky-dory,” he said. 

TOUGH CROWD: (Above) The Ridge Council candidates answered to a fi ery audi-
ence on Oct. 24, when Democratic nominee Justin Brannan, with mic, tried to draw 
a stark line between his views and those of his more conservative counterparts, 
Reform candidate Bob Capano and Republican John Quaglione. (Right) Ridgites 
fi lled the seats at I.S. 30 in Bay Ridge to hear the Ridge Council candidates take 
on national and civil rights issues, including police reform and immigration. 
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto 

Council candidates talk big-picture
National issues take center stage at 43rd-District debate on diversity

THE RACE TO REPRESENT THE RIDGETHE RACE TO REPRESENT THE RIDGE★ ★ ★ ★★ ★ ★ ★  ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
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OPEN 7 DAYS
MARKET:

7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

LOBSTERS
3 $33F

O
R

*

1 4 LBS EACH

FRESH FISH, SHRIMP, OYSTERS AND CLAMS
Prices are dictated by weather conditions in Maine & Canada & subject to change without notice.

* WITH COUPON ONLY

JORDAN’S
CLAM BAR

LOBSTER
DINNER SPECIAL

$20*

INCLUDES:
1 4

* WITH COUPON ONLY

+TAX

READY TO ORDER: Georgetown Civic Association president Adam Diamond is pumped for the new 
Five Guys burger eatery, which opened on Oct. 18.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Give him a high fi ve! 
BY JULIANNE CUBA

He’ll take fries with that! 
 Booming Georgetown  is now even hot-

ter with a new Five Guys Burgers and 
Fries restaurant that just opened in the 
neighborhood’s eponymous shopping cen-
ter on Ralph Avenue on Oct. 18 — and lo-
cals are already salivating over the eat-
ery’s juicy burgers and salty fries as a 
delicious new grub option in the  close-
knit community , said the  president of the 
Georgetown Civic Association .

“I usually get their bacon cheese-
burger with fries,” said Adam Diamond. 
“Everybody in the civic is very excited 
about it, the community is very excited 
about it.”

Diamond said his civic group had actu-
ally written to head honchos at the high-
er-end fast food chain about two years ago 
to see if it could open up a storefront in 
 up-and-coming Georgetown , but he had 
heard only radio silence since then, so it 
was a nice surprise to see it was offi cially 
opening, said Diamond. 

“There were rumors that Five Guys 
was coming in, and on behalf of the civic, 
I put in a request to corporate headquar-
ters to have a Five Guys come into George-

town — it was when there were a lot of 
empty stores, we fi gured that there’s no 
real speciality burger places in the neigh-
borhood,” he said. “And I also love Five 
Guys so I also personally wanted it.”

Georgetown — bounded by Ralph, Ber-
gen, and Veterans avenues — boasts an 
International House of Pancakes, China 
Star Buffet, a now-defunct Payless shoe 
store, and Five Below (a discount store 
not to be confused with Five Guys).

But its residents also  welcomed a Fair-
way Market back in January , only the sec-
ond in Brooklyn, which likely attracts 
shoppers from way beyond little-known 
Georgetown. It would be great if Five Guys 
also boosts the neighborhood’s wider rep-
utation, said Diamond, but it’s mostly just 
a win for folks in the community. 

“I think Fairway is more of a store 
where people go to shop and come from 
a distance,” he said. “I think Five Guys 
is more for local residents, more people 
coming locally, or if they are shopping at 
Fairway, they will go to Five Guys to grab 
something.”

Five Guys (2159 Ralph Avenue between 
Avenues K and L in Georgetown) Opened 
Oct. 18. 

Five Guys Burgers fi nally opens in Georgetown
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LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN
GUARANTEED!40 DAYS

Change Your Life!No Hormones

No Shots

No Drugs

No Surgery

No Crazy    
Diets

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System
Dr. Melinda Keller

(718) 234-6212
5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

myfatlossexpert.com

40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

BY LAUREN GILL
Give it an A for paying attention.

The new Downtown school the city 
announced in July will be a much-
needed elementary school, Mayor De-
Blasio revealed at a Brooklyn Heights 
town-hall meeting on Oct. 18.

“I want to formally announce that 
this will be an elementary school,” 
Hizzoner said at the packed session 
for District 33 residents, which en-
compasses Downtown, Boerum Hill, 
Dumbo, Brooklyn Heights, Vinegar 
Hill, Williamsburg, and Greenpoint.

The Department of Education this 
summer  told locals  that developer 
JEMB Realty will be building a six-
story school for 332-students inside 
of its  high-end offi ce building at 420 
Albee Square West  between Fulton 
and Willoughby streets, but didn’t say 
which youngsters the learning house 
will serve.

Local parents and Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Boerum Hill) hoped 
the city would build an elementary 
school to provide seats for the infl ux of 
kids moving into the booming neigh-
borhood, a result of a 2004 rezoning 

that brought a bounty of residential 
towers to the area.

The problem grew so bad that Bor-
ough President Adams deemed in 2015 
there would be a “ school capacity cri-

sis ” if the city didn’t start building 
more primary schools Downtown.

The head of the area Community 
Education Council, an advisory panel 
that liaises between the Department 
of Education and parents in District 
13, cheered the news and said it’s the 
right move to help start tackling the 
stuffed youngster school market.

“It’s great,” said Ayanna Behin, 
president of the council. “It makes 
sense to turn it into an elementary 
school because of the overcrowding go-
ing on Downtown.”

But she wants to make sure that 
the new school doesn’t just serve rich, 
white kids moving into the nearby 
high-rises and said it’s important 
that school offi cials work to avoid that 
when deciding which youngsters will 
be zoned into the institution.

“We’re trying to make sure that the 
district is integrated racially and so-
cioeconomically,” she said. “We hope 
that they take that into account when 
planning.”

The developer fi led permits for the 
36-story tower in September, and  con-
struction is expected to begin soon .

FOR THE KIDS: Six fl oors of the soon-to-come offi ce building at 
420 Albee Square West, an early rendering of which is seen here, 
will be used to teach elementary-school-aged tots. KPF Architects

IT’S ELEMENTARY
Downtown school will serve the youngest students

RESULTS ARE IN: Mayor DeBlasio an-
nounced on Oct. 18 that the new learning 
house at Albee Square in Downtown will be 
an elementary school. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovaninni
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BY LAUREN GILL
I’ve covered Gowanus for 
nearly two years and writ-
ten countless stories about 
its namesake canal. But I 
always opted to observe its 
toxic waters from a safe dis-
tance, high above on espla-
nades and bridges. That was 
until a founder of the Gow-
anus Dredgers, a canoe club 
that teaches people about the 
waterway by offering free 
boating tours, invited me to 
set sail on the sludgy span. 
As someone who believes 
the best way to learn about 
any subject is by immersing 
myself in it, I decided to step 
into a canoe and literally do 
just that.

The Gowanus Canal is a 
Superfund site, meaning it 
is so contaminated that the 
federal government stepped 
in to clean it up. Polluters 
recklessly poured heavy 
metals, pesticides, and oil 
into the channel, and raw 
sewage gushes into it during 
storms because the city’s in-
frastructure can’t handle all 
of the water passing through 
it. Needless to say, it’s not a 
the fi rst destination one 
thinks of for a boat ride.

At around 6 pm on Oct. 

20, I arrived at the Dredgers’ 
boathouse on Bond and Sec-
ond streets, which is located 
inside the 365 Bond luxury-
apartment complex built by 
the developer, Lightstone 
Group. This is the same de-
veloper that markets its 
swanky digs with photos 
of 20-somethings dangling 
their feet over the Gowanus 
Canal’s fetid water and that 
 publishes its own newspa-
per , The Gowilla, which ran 
an article last year declar-
ing the neighborhood the 
“Venice of Brooklyn.” It was 
not satire.

I met Owen Foote, one of 
the original Dredgers and 
an expert on the canal who 
would be leading my expedi-
tion, upon entering the boat-
house. I then strapped on a 
life vest and signed a waiver 
before hopping into a canoe 
with Susan, a Sunset Parker 
who read about the excur-
sions in a recent New York 
Times article on the chang-
ing nabe. She told me she 
planned to come with her 
boyfriend, but he changed 
his mind when he found out 
the trip would be along one 
of the nation’s most polluted 
waterways.

My photographer col-
league, Stefano, boarded a 
boat with Foote, and three 
other women also eager for 
an evening on the water-
way piled into a third ves-
sel. Once I hit the water, I 
practiced my paddling tech-
nique to ensure I kept my 
oar fl at to avoid splashing 
my boat-mate. As I concen-
trated on keeping the sludgy 
water in the canal and out 
of my canoe, I looked up and 
saw graffi ti proclaiming 
“Welcome to Venice jerko” 
scrawled overheard.

We started our journey 
toward the Gowanus Bay as 
the sun began to set, turn-
ing the sky beyond the sur-
rounding industrial com-
plexes and Third Street 
Bridge an idyllic tangerine. 
People gathered on the span 
to snap photos of our un-
likely armada as we fl oated 
by — making me feel like 
some sort of celebrity of 
the toxic abyss — and some 
jokesters warned, “Don’t fall 
in!”

Although I noticed a faint 
smell of oil, I didn’t fi nd the 
odor very strong. And be-
cause it hadn’t rained in 
awhile, there wasn’t a lot 

of raw sewage in the water, 
so my nostrils were spared 
from the stench of human 
waste. But Stefano claimed 
the water stunk after our 
ride, so either I have a poor 
sense of smell or the Gow-
anus just can’t shake its 
stinky reputation.

As we sailed forward, 
Foote recounted the canal’s 
history. Dutch settlers cre-
ated it in the 1600s, and soon 
after, the channel became 
known for the large oysters 
that thrived in its brackish 
waters. Today, wildlife is 
returning to the canal, he 
said, as cleanup efforts al-
low for more oxygen in the 
waterway. Foote alerted us 
to small bait fi sh jumping 
into the air nearby, but I 
didn’t catch a glimpse of any 
myself.

We passed Whole Foods 
and I spotted oil slicks on 
the surface of the water that 
were so pronounced, their 
iridescent swirls almost 
looked like a beautiful, sad 
art installation in the fad-
ing light. I later asked Foote 
about the slicks and he said 
they were the fi rst he had 
seen in three weeks, proba-

SETTING SAIL: Reporter Lauren Gill explored the Gowanus Canal by boat. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

COME HELL OR HIGH WATER
Our intrepid reporter canoes the fetid, fi lthy Gowanus Canal

Owners then got plans 
for the garage approved 
by the city, but didn’t fol-
low those plans when 
work on the garage con-
tinued, the city claims. 
So it stopped work on the 
garage back in August. 
Meanwhile, work on the 
rest of the house contin-
ues.

Another neighbor 
claims the new construc-
tion — which is mere 
inches from her property 
line — has caused dam-
age to the roof of her Hen-
drickson Street home, and 
prevents her from getting 
inside her house. Lydia 
Migliaccio, who said she 
has fi led more than 30 
complaints against the de-
veloper, has feared from 
the get-go that the former 
single-family home would 
be turned into some type 
of commercial or reli-
gious building, citing the 

developer’s plans to put 
an elevator inside. Now 
that workers are putting 
up a large steel structure, 
she’s worried her worst 
fears are coming true.

“At fi rst there was a 
sketch of a small home, 
which I thought was quite 
ugly. Now I can’t even 
make out what it is. It’s 
huge, it looks like a for-
tress,” she said. “Why do 
you need an elevator to go 
on the roof? I wish I could 
look into their heads and 
see the truth.”

The land is zoned res-
idential with buildings 
limited to 35 feet, and the 
developer would need a 
waiver from the city to 
build a commercial build-
ing there, according to 
the city. The Department 
of Building last sent an 
inspector there on Sept. 
13, and intends to send 
another soon, a spokes-
man said. 

Halberstram did not 
respond to a request for 
comment.

four days earlier Dadey 
had showed him a video 
of a naked 8-to-12-year-
old boy on his computer, 
and that he suspected 
Dadey had several more 
videos.

Authorities got a judge 
to issue a search war-
rant and offi cers showed 
up at Dadey’s Remsen 
Street apartment on Oct. 
24 at around 8:25 am to 
look for the video.

No videos turned up, 

but police found small 
amounts of methamphet-
amine and ecstasy.

Dadey turned himself 
in at the 84th Precinct, 
where he was charged 
with the low-level crime.

Dadey, who could not 
be reached for comment, 
is due to appear in court 
on Dec. 4.

On the same day as 
Dadey’s arrest, Citizens 
Union named former 
Public Advocate Betsy 
Gotbaum as the new ex-
ecutive director, but de-
clined to comment fur-
ther.

‘HOUSE’

Continued from page 1

ARRESTED

The source for news 
in your neighborhood:

Continued on page 14

Continued from page 1
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For more information, please contact Harriet Blank, OHEL Director of Geriatric Services,

                         English, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, Creole, Hebrew and Yiddish Speaking

Eldercare Services

AVAILABLE FOR SENIORS IN BROOKLYN, STATEN ISLAND & QUEENS

Funded in part by New York State Department of Health

The OHEL/Lifetime Care Foundation maintains 
a Medicaid Community Trust and is helping elderly

New Yorkers remain at home and avoid entering
a nursing home.

Ohel offers seniors free at home behavioral counseling for loneliness, isolation and 
coping with everyday aging. Case management is available

Ohel gave my mother back her smile!!!
Mrs J felt cancer made her unable to do anything.  She was in pain and 

needed physical help at home. Mrs J was always independent.  The 
social worker asked could she still smile.  The social worker asked 

her to smile at everyone she saw for one week.  The next week they 
talked about the change in how she was feeling.  Mrs. J felt she could 

do something...  She could smile again.

Ohel’s home bound program provides FREE counseling for older 
adults who might feel sad, lonely and isolated.  Some older adults 

might be struggle no with illness and physical changes.  Sessions can 
be anywhere- home, doctors offi ce etc.   Breaking problems into “bite 

Size” pieces can make it doable.

For more information call Harriet Blank at.

10/25 7AM -10/30 7PM
25 26 27 28 29 30SALE STARTS

DELICIOUS!

Sugar

SPECIAL!

Green Squash

Tea Biscuits

Red Seedless Grapes

Broccoli Rabe

Chocolate Hazelnut
Spread

Bose Pears

D

22 33$$
forfor33 55$$

forfor

ORGANIC

WalnutsChips Ahoy

Apples

Pomegranates

¢¢9999

Potatoes

Romaine Hearts

$$499499
lb.lb.

Apple Juice

$$199199

$$159159

$$199199

$$299299

$$129129
lb.lb.

K

33 55$$
forfor

¢¢7979lb.lb.

¢¢4949lb.lb.

$$129129
lb.lb.

55lb
bag
lb
bag

$$119119
lb.lb.

KK DAIRY

22 55$$
forfor

D

@3guysfrombrooklyn

Learn more on our Instagram

EBT
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Offi cial Insurance 
Inspection Station

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- Just 5 miles from the Brooklyn Bridge & 4 miles from Tunnel - 

Established 1958 BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info
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facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They’re a new way to ride into the 
Sunset.

Community Board 7 members 
overwhelmingly approved a city 
proposal to add bike lanes to six 
streets in Sunset Park and update 
the intersection at 43rd Street and 
Third Avenue at the panel’s Oct. 19 
meeting. The pedalers’ paths will 
be a boon to the nabe’s cyclists, said 
one local who rides his bike to work 
daily and testifi ed at the meeting in 
favor of the proposal. 

“I’m very pleased, because obvi-
ously bike lanes create a safer en-
vironment for cyclists,” said David 
Strungis, who lives on 40th Street 
between Seventh and Eighth av-
enues. “You feel a difference on 
streets without bike lanes. Even 
some streets here in Sunset Park, 
people speed down them, they pass 
you very closely, they go by you 
very quickly. So if there’s a bike 
lane, it just creates a general feel-
ing of safety and comfort.” 

The Department of Transpor-

tation’s plan includes adding bike 
lines to the residential portions of 
43rd, 44th, 57th, and 59th streets be-
tween Third and Seventh avenues, 
and painting sharrows — chevrons 
pointing the way for bicyclists — 
on those same four streets between 
Second and Third avenues. The 
transportation agency will also add 
a lane along 41st Street between 
Fifth and Seventh avenues, and 
will install a two-way bike lane on 
43rd Street between First and Sec-
ond avenues as a gateway to Bush 
Terminal Park. 

The stretch of 58th Street be-
tween First and Second avenues 
will also get a two-way bike lane as a 
gateway to Brooklyn Army Termi-
nal and the ferry, but that addition 
will take away fi ve parking spaces 
— three at 58th Street and Second 
Avenue, and two at 58th Street and 
First Avenue. And plans to update 
the intersection at Third Avenue 
and 43rd Street — by adding pedes-
trian curb cuts and smoothing the 
Belgian blocks — will also rob the 

nabe of four parking spaces on Sec-
ond Avenue and one spot on First 
Avenue. 

The district manager of CB7 
said that the changes are ulti-
mately about better-connecting the 
neighborhood.

“It’s not just a bike lane proposal 
— it’s a proposal for better trans-
portation,” said Jeremy Laufer. 
“We have never turned down a 
bike lane before, and this one did 
not seem overly burdensome. It’s a 
good way to connect to both the wa-
terfront park and the 58th Street 
pier.” 

Laufer also added that the 
board’s approval came with cave-
ats: that the Metropolitan Transit 
Authority extend B11 bus service 
from its current stop at First Av-
enue to the 58th Street pier, where 
there is already space for a bus 
turnaround, that the transporta-
tion agency work in conjunction 
with the sanitation and police de-
partments to ensure the proper 
safety measures are implemented 

for pedestrian, vehicle, and bik-
ing traffi c, and that alternate-side-
parking practices remain as they 
are. 

When the plan to add the bike 
lanes and update the intersection 
was initially presented to the pub-
lic at a CB7 Transportation Com-
mittee meeting last month,  many 
locals blasted the proposal,  citing 
concerns ranging from increased 
double parking, to limiting access 
for emergency vehicles, to being 
left out of the planning process.

And clashes over the lanes are 
not new to the nabe. In the past, 
 Sunset Parkers have railed against 
plans to add bike lanes to Fourth 
and Seventh avenues , with oppo-

nents calling them  harbingers of 
gentrifi cation  and supporters call-
ing them  community assets . 

Many of the residents who op-
posed the bike lanes at last month’s 
committee meeting were notice-
ably absent from the Oct. 19 ses-
sion, when the board voted to ap-
prove the plan 34-4, but Laufer 
rejected the notion that bike lanes 
contribute to gentrifi cation, adding 
that the painted-on lanes don’t have 
that power. 

“If we’re talking about eco-
nomic displacement, which is what 
gentrifi cation is, I am unaware of 
bike lanes [contributing to that] 
anywhere,” he said. “We’re talking 
about paint.”

HOLY SPOKES!
CB7 approves Sunset Park bike lanes despite protests

ROLLING IN: Community Board 7 members gave the green light to the city’s 
plan to add bike lanes to six streets in Sunset Park. 
 Department of Transportation.
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BY LAUREN GILL
Call it well preserved!

Construction crews uncov-
ered a well beneath the ground in 
Boerum Hill that may be a leftover 
from a Revolutionary-War fort, a 
fi nd that one neighbor said is re-
markable for its discovery and ori-
gin.

“This is very unusual, it’s revo-
lutionary in more ways that one,” 
said Boerum Hill resident Bill Har-
ris, who received word of the well 
from workers digging on the corner 
of Pacifi c and Bond streets.

Crews from the city’s Depart-
ment of Design and Construction 
were preparing the area for the in-
stallation of a new pedestrian ramp 
last week when they unearthed the 
cistern, according to Harris, who 
said it is lined with stone and be-
lieved to be four-stories deep — the 
same height as the block’s brown-
stones.

Workers discovered the well 
in the same place that Continen-
tal-Army troops erected  Fort Box  
— on Pacifi c Street near Bond 
Street — in an attempt to fend 
off the invading British during 
the Revolution. But the Redcoats 
took the area during the  Bat-
tle of Brooklyn , capturing and 
then destroying the defense, but 
evidently sparing its drinking 
source, which remains in good 
enough shape that passersby can 
still see water at the bottom of it 
today.

Now that crews unearthed 
the relic, the city will bring in 
an expert to get to the bottom of 
the well’s history, according to a 
design-and-construction agency 
spokeswoman, who said the area 
was closed off to protect the centu-
ries-old infrastructure.

“We are in the process of secur-
ing an archaeologist to further in-

vestigate the well’s origins,” said 
Crystal Santos. “In the meantime, 
the site has been secured and we 
instructed the contractor not to 
disturb it.”

And Harris said he’s currently 
brainstorming with neighbors 
about how to inform passing pe-
destrians of the discovery and 
what they can do to safeguard it. 

The group has considered a steel 
plate and clear material as possi-
ble protectors, and hopes some of 
the structure will end up in a mu-
seum one day, according to the lo-
cal, who said there is no clear solu-
tion at the moment.

“It’s all very, very up in the air 
right now,” he said.

If experts determine the well 

is in fact from the Revolution, it 
would be the latest relic from that 
era to be discovered recently in the 
area. In August,  workers found a 
cannonball in the backyard of a 
Brooklyn Heights home  that was 
likely uncovered during an exca-
vation of the lot, and historians 
claimed it dates to the Revolution-
ary War.

All’s well in 
Boerum Hill

WELL, WELL, WELL: Workers uncovered this water source beneath the ground in Boerum Hill last week. Phil Morgan

Unearthed relic may date to Revolution

Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451            Free parking is available for this event

•  Network with professors to explore the various courses 
and majors options available to students

•  Discover financing options through scholarships & 
financial aid

•  Take a student-guided tour to see our beautiful campus, 
including the Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts Center, art 
studio, library and the state-of-the-art laboratories

•    Connect to current students

Connect to Your Future  
at
Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!
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the tour while wearing a funereal Vic-
torian-era wardrobe, appropriate to the 
era when many of the morbid events hap-
pened, and guests ride aboard a custom-
ized trolley, painted black on the outside 
and with an interior is designed to repli-
cate a house of death.

“We wanted it to literally look like a 
funeral parlor, and I wanted the leather 
we used for the seating to be an oxblood 
color,” she said.

The tour stops at places where mur-
ders, wars, and other catastrophic events 
happened, including the 1960 plane crash 
in Park Slope that killed more than 100 
people. Other locations include burial 
grounds, a dumping spot for the bodies of 
Mob hits, and sites where bizarre medi-
cal practices took place. Learning about 
those pre-anesthetic experiments is scar-
ier than any discussion of ghosts could 
ever be, said Chase.

“I think they’ll have a harder time 
wrapping their minds around something 
really crazy that doctors used to do to peo-
ple, and are still used today,” she said.

Many of the Brooklyn’s bloodiest sites 
from the American Revolution are now oc-
cupied by modern high-rises or chic res-
taurants, but the tour passes out images 
of how the area looked at the time to help 
people imagine the scene, said Chase.

“There’s so many unmarked sites of 
the Revolutionary War all over Brooklyn 
and no one knows about it,” said Chase.

During the 90-minute ride, Chase and 
her driver make funny digs and puns 
to lighten the ominous mood, and test 
the knowledge of their riders with trivia 
questions. The tour makes about 10 stops 
in different neighborhoods, including 
Brooklyn Heights, Park Slope, Williams-
burg, and Gowanus, fi rst giving a general 
explanation of the area’s history, and then 
a rundown of some diabolical event that 
happened nearby, backed up with spooky 
sound effects. She chose the neighbor-
hoods with richest, darkest history, ac-
cording to Chase.

“We chose the ones with the most jam-
packed with history,” said Chase. “Those 

areas of Brooklyn were developed a lot 
earlier than others, so we have more his-
tory that we can focus on there.”

Chase’s tours attract people intrigued 
by Brooklyn’s dark history, as well as 
those who just want to know more about 
their neighborhoods. And people are of-
ten surprised by how much the learn on 
the trip. 

“I think people are shocked when they 
leave the tour and how much of it is the 
opposite of what they’re expecting,” said 
Chase. 

“People walk away being an amateur 
Brooklyn history buff, and they want to 
tell everyone what they learned.”

TOUR
ing will tower over neighboring three 
and four-story structures thanks to a 
modifi cation to the city’s Baltic Street 
Urban Renewal Plan, which had capped 
building heights within it to 40 feet.

Community Board 6 in August  en-
dorsed the modifi cation  that allows the 
developer to build up to 75 feet after Avery 
Hall agreed to alter its original plans to in-
clude space for a large supermarket, and 
offer 41 out of the 164 apartments at below-
market rates.

The planned 22,000-square-foot gro-
cery will be slightly smaller than the 
Fifth-Avenue Key Food, but about twice 
the size of the grocer’s Seventh-Ave-
nue location, according to Councilman 
Brad Lander (D–Park Slope), who ne-
gotiated with Avery Hall alongside del-
egates representing 10 civic and tenant 
associations.

As part of its agreement with commu-
nity members, the developer has agreed 
to select an operator for the grocery store 
from a pre-approved list — the agreed 
upon roster excludes more expensive 
vendors such as Eataly and Whole Foods 
— which will be offered a minimum 20-
year lease for the market space.

The complex will also include 30,000-
square feet of additional retail space, 
along with an underground parking ga-
rage for 200 cars and a bike park able to 
fi t 154 bicycles, according to Department 
of Buildings fi lings.

KEY

GHOST RIDE: This Ford trolley is now a functioning bus, taking riders all over Brooklyn in search of 
its dark history.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Continued from page 1 Continued from page 1
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At Ridgewood, we've proudly 
served the community for over 95 
years with personalized assistance, 
easy-to-use digital banking and a 
commitment to charitable giving. 

Here are just a few of the benefits Ridgewood customers enjoy:

Switch to the bank that's here for good, Ridgewood Savings Bank.  
Visit www.r idgewoodbank.com or drop by a branch today. We look forward to seeing you.

1Annual percent yield (APY). Early withdrawal penalties apply on CD accounts.  APY 
displayed is as of October 20, 2017. 2Any ATM part of the Allpoint ATM Network.  
Allpoint locations can be found on the bank's website using the Find ATM / Branch  
Search Feature. 3For more information visit www.ridgewoodbank.com/rewards.  
4Data and surcharge rates may apply.

If your bank is changing, it may be 
a good time to change banks.

Competitive rates on Passbook and Statement Savings Accounts

55,000 Surcharge-free ATMs2

Debit + Cash Back Rewards3

Highly Rated Mobile App4

1.60%
APY1

LIMITED TIME

20 MO. CD
Minimum Deposit $500
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bly the result of someone il-
legally dumping waste into 
the water.

“I’m alarmed they were 
there,” he said.

After traversing beneath 
the Ninth Street Bridge, we 
soon encountered Lowe’s, 
a particular hot spot for 
Gowanus enthusiasts. The 
home-improvement store 
sits on a lot where bulk-
heads lining the side of the 
canal collapsed into it in 
May and July as a result of 
crumbling infrastructure 
and bad weather.

The sun was falling from 
the sky at this point, so we 
turned around and headed 
back to shore as Foote 
spoke about how the canal 
is being cleaned through 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s Superfund 
program and what people 
can do to help. He advised 
not to take showers when it 
rains, in order to decrease 
the amount of raw sewage 
that fl oods the channel — 
an effort he said his teenage 
daughters understandably 
loathe.

Minutes later, I scram-
bled onto solid ground af-
ter we arrived at the dock. 
I survived my fi rst ride on 
the Gowanus, but it would 
not be my last.

I returned for a second 
time the next day, this time 

with my friend, Claire, a 
Manhattanite who wanted 
to see the canal herself af-
ter hearing about my tour. 
We forewent a sunset cruise 
and set sail at around 2:15 
pm, with the unseasonably 
strong October sun provid-
ing us a different — and 
bright! — perspective of the 
waterway.

In the light of day, I no-
ticed more artifacts in the 
channel than I had the night 
before, including a tampon, 
bottles, cans, small pieces of 
poo, and plastic wrappers. 
But no stories about the wa-
ter being infected with gon-
orrhea, or being mobsters’ 
favorite place to dump bod-
ies, or killing a wayward 
dolphin and whale that 
swam into it could prepare 
us for the tragic sight we 
fl oated upon after passing 
the  new Hamilton Avenue 
Waste Transfer Station : a 
dead cat!

Yes, a furry black fe-
line with all four paws out 

bobbed past us in the wa-
ter. We screamed, and pad-
dled away as fast as our 
arms could propel us. The 
Gowanus had truly earned 
its nickname of Brooklyn’s 
Nautical Purgatory.

Claire and I were both 
shaken by the incident, but 
did our best to trek on, snap-
ping photos while cruised 
back to the dock and pass-
ing the Gowanus’ fl ushing 
tunnel — a waterfall-like 
mechanism that fl oods the 
span with clean water — 
spitting in the distance.

Activists hope that the 
canal will be an oasis for 
humans and living wildlife 
— not just creatures’ dead 
bodies — after it is cleaned 
and investments are made 
to make it an appealing, and 
safe, destination. But the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency still strongly urges 
people not to swim in the 
water, although  the amount 
of poo fl oating in it has de-
creased in recent years , ac-
cording to data.

The polluters who 
tainted the canal certainly 
gave people many reasons 
to fear the idea of humans 
leisurely skimming it as a 
weekend activity. But I don’t 
think I fully understood 
what it is, and what it could 
be, until I wandered its wa-
ters myself. And I hope that, 
in time, more people will 
take the plunge, making life 
on the canal less of a nov-
elty and more of a norm.

CANAL

OUTDOOR GALLERY: (Above) The canal is lined with plenty of artwork, including this “Welcome to 
Venice jerko” graffi ti. (Below) The sun sets on the Gowanus. Community News Group / Lauren Gill
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BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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16 Attention Seniors and Caregivers

The event will feature 
informa tional seminars and more than 50 vendor booths showcasing a variety of facilities, products and services such as 
assisted living, home care, pooled trusts, legal advice, insurance, elder care options, community wellness initiatives, and more. 

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2017

Sunday, October 29th

10am–4pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway
(Between E. 29th St. & Nostrand Ave.)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

S P O N S O R S

The Allure Group

FREE Admission
FREE Valet Parking
FREE Gift to the fi rst 400 attendees

TODAY!

10:30 am
Medicaid & Medicare planning, 
asset protection and trusts

11:30 am
Understanding managed long term care 

12:30 pm
What to do now to protect your family’s assets 
later

1:30 pm
Memory loss in seniors and the elderly

2:30 pm 
Understanding managed long term care

Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

SEMINAR SCHEDULE
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