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BY COLIN MIXSON
It was a night for the his-
tory books!

High-rolling readers 
got lit with librarians at 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Park Slope branch on Nov. 
3, where they sipped cock-
tails, snacked on hors 
d’oeuvres, and honored lo-

cal authors at a fund-rais-
ing gala that attendees 
cheered for its glamour.

“It was wonderful, just 
gorgeous,” said Connie 
Martin.

Members of the Brook-
lyn Eagles — a group of 
young library patrons 
who promote the institu-

tion — hosted the annual 
Brooklyn Classic, where a 
panel of judges bestowed 
two $5,000 prizes to the 
winners of awards for out-
standing works in fi ction 
and non-fi ction before 
a crowd of revelers who 
paid as much as $150 for a 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They just don’t see the health ben-
efi t.

Community Board 15 rejected 
a developer’s proposal to rezone a 
swath of land along Avenue P in 
order to erect an additional fi ve-
story building to expand the NYU 
Langone Medical Center, because 
locals argued that the new build-
ing would only increase conges-
tion in and already car-clogged 
neighborhood. 

“It seems to me we are chok-
ing in traffi c,” said CB15 member 
Morris Harary. “Notwithstand-
ing the reputation of Langone, 
and notwithstanding the good 
work, the bad in a sense out-
weighs the good. The community 
cannot be choked.”

About 300 patients seek treat-
ment at the existing fi ve-story 
medical facility between E. 12th 
and E. 13th streets, but now Omni 
Enterprises wants to erect an-
other connecting building right 
next door to provide even more 
healthcare services

Currently, the area’s zon-
ing only allows for a maximum 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
She gave them shelter from 
the storm — or at least its 
aftermath.

A Ridgite who was born 
and raised in Puerto Rico 
has sheltered her two neph-
ews at her Bay Ridge home 
for a little more than a 
month after the boys spent 

12 hours locked in a bath-
room while Hurricane Ma-
ria made landfall on the 
storm-whipped island. She 
said she was not planning 
to keep the boys in Brook-
lyn for so long, or even 
bring them back here in 
the fi rst place, but that she 

Continued on page 12

Continued on page 9Continued on page 12

Dance adapts the 17th-century diary
BY ALEXANDRA SIMON

They’re taking a page from his 
book.

A new show will bring the di-
ary of 17th century British writer 
Samuel Pepys to singing, danc-
ing life on the stage of the Brook-
lyn Academy of Music on Nov. 14. 
“17c” will demonstrate that the 
300-year-old daily routine of the 
famous diarist mirrors the be-
havior of modern-day people on 
social media, said the show’s di-
rector and choreographer.

“I love that he wrote about his 
everyday interactions and his 
emotions. He wrote it all down 
and it still rings true to today 
with how people use FaceBook 
and Instagram, and how we don’t 
feel anything happens unless it 
is recorded in some way,” said 
Annie-B Parson. “This diary 

was meant to be private but his 
feelings and motivations, and 
what was happening in his life 
is similar to stuff we deal with 
today.”

The 70-minute show uses a 
mix of dance, songs, diary read-
ings, and scripted scenes to tell 
its story, accompanied by clips of 
pop music and fi lm scores. The 
cast includes fi ve actors, with one 
playing Pepys’s wife, and three 
portraying different aspects of 
Pepys’s identity, including a ver-
sion of what the writer would be 
like in a modern setting. 

Pepys was working as a naval 
administrator during the decade 
he kept the diary, and wrote in 
detail about the most mundane 
aspects of his life, including his 
clothes, the weather, and how he 

Continued on page 11

WRITER UNMASKED: English writer Samuel Pepys’s diary has been adapted 
into a theatrical dance show debuting at the Brooklyn Academy of Music on 
Nov.14.  Johanna Austin

GOOD READ: Author Rich-
ard Rothstein accepts an 
award for his history tome, 
“The Color of Law,” at the 
Brooklyn Classic bash.

PEPYS 
SHOW

CB15 rejects 
developer’s 

bid to expand 
med center 

A night of reader revelry Awesome auntie!
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OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
This studio got its groove 
back!

A dance center special-
izing in African-infl uenced 
movement is reopening in-
side a Bedford-Stuyvesant 
cultural complex on Nov. 
11, following its honchos’ 
two-year search for a new 
home  after being evicted 
from their old Fort Greene 
space, which its landlord 
sold to a luxury high-rise 
developer .

And to celebrate the new 
digs, staff at the Cumbe 
Center for African and 
Diaspora Dance are offer-
ing discounted sessions for 
adults and kids who want to 
boogie down, according to 
its executive director. 

“All classes on open-
ing day will be $5,” said Ji-
mena Martinez. “We are 
doing special introductory 
classes to reassemble our 

community and to encour-
age everyone come out and 
dance.” 

The day of discounted 
tutorials at the center’s 
new home inside local 
arts organization Bedford-
Stuyvesant Restoration 
Corporation’s Restoration 
Art complex will include 
lessons in fi tness, Afro-
Haitian movement, soca, 
dancehall, Chicago step, 
and African dance, all of 
which Martinez said will 
allow the community to 
learn different cultures’ 
take on the art form and 
embrace an active lifestyle.

“We have beginner 
classes and a lot of Diaspo-
ra-style ones,” she said. 
“For people who’ve never 
danced for before, or people 
who haven’t danced in 15 
years, it will be the perfect 
day to come.”

And instructors — some 

of whom taught at the old 
facility — can’t wait to wel-
come new and former danc-
ers, according to the execu-
tive director, who said the 
staff is thrilled to begin 
teaching in a community 
where so many of its pupils 
reside.   

“A lot of our favorite 
teachers are back, and we’re 
really excited to be in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant,” Martinez 
said. “A lot of our students 
are from the neighborhood, 
and we’ve always been a 
Brooklyn-focused studio, so 
this is wonderful for us.”

Get your groove on at the 
Cumbe Center for African 
and Diaspora Dance’s com-
munity-dance day [1368 Ful-
ton St. between New York 
and Brooklyn avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
935–9700,  www.cumbe-
dance.org ]. Nov. 11, 9:30 
am–6 pm. $5.

TINY DANCERS: The Cumbe Center for African and Diaspora Dance is celebrating its reopening inside 
Bedford-Stuyvesant’s Restoration Arts center with a special day of discounted classes for kids and 
adults on Nov. 11. Svetlana Didorenko

Displaced arts group 
starts its second act
Dance center reopens with discounted classes
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The mood around the Dyker Lights holiday 
display is a bit darker this season.

The city needs to do more to manage 
crowds at the annual Dyker Lights tradi-
tion, demanded locals at an Oct. 30 meeting 
hosted by Community Board 10, complain-
ing that rowdy visitors who cause mayhem 
and disrespect residents’ property.

“We can’t get out of our houses, the horns 
are constantly blowing, people are throwing 
garbage all around, they ring your doorbells 
if they want to use your bathroom,” said 
Nancy D’Amico, who lives on 84th Street 
and 12th Avenue. “I mean, it just got out of 
control.”

Since the 1980s, Dyker residents have 
decorated their homes and front yards with 
resplendent Christmas lights from just af-
ter Thanksgiving thought early January, 
attracting visitors from all over the bor-
ough, the city, and even beyond. But com-
plaints about quality-of-life issues from the 
residents in the Dyker Lights area — from 
10th to 13th Avenues between Bay Ridge 
Parkway and 86th Street — have spiked 
within the past two years, according to 
Community Board 10’s district manager. 
She said the increase was due to more tour 
busses descending on the nabe bringing 
droves of tourists from all over who block 
residents’ driveways and parking spots, 
throw garbage on the sidewalks, and dance 
in the streets to loud music at all hours of 
the night.

Last year’s gripes led CB10 to coordinate 
a series of meetings with the residents, the 
68th Precinct, the Dyker Heights Civic Asso-
ciation, and the mayor’s Street Activity Per-
mit Offi ce, which issues approved permits, 
starting as soon as the lights came down last 
January with the hope of mitigating prob-
lems this year. Possible solutions included 
applying for a Street Activity Permit with 

the police department, which approves or 
rejects permit applications, because board 
members said it would help regulate the 
event by putting restrictions on vendors 
and requiring a beefed-up police presence. 
But in early October, the police department 
told CB10 that the police department had re-
jected the permit for this year’s festivities, 
citing that the application “did not meet 
the criteria for which a street activity per-
mit is issued,” according to the department. 
The rejection landed the board and the frus-
trated residents back at square one, accord-
ing to the district manager.

“We were very surprised that the per-
mit was disapproved,” said CB10 district 

manager Josephine Beckmann. “This is 
why we had the meeting with residents in 
early January, and then we met with the 
Street Activities Permit Offi ce to say, ‘We 
need help. Can you help us kind of create 
some guidelines to address the quality-
of-life issues and make this a better, safer 
event.’ ”

This was the fi rst year CB10 applied for 
a Street Activity Permit for the event, Beck-
mann said, because they had previously 
tried to solve the problems locally, calling 
on the 68th Precinct to add more offi cers to 
the event. But that approach didn’t work, 
Beckmann said, because there were only 
six police offi cers and one Sergeant at last 

year’s festival when the problems came to 
a head. And since this year’s rejection from 
the police department was verbal rather 
than written, the board couldn’t even ap-
peal it on a technicality.

The Police Department did not respond 
to repeated requests for comment about 
why it specifi cally rejected the permit ap-
plication or why it did not issue the rejec-
tion to the mayor’s offi ce or community 
board in writing, instead directing all 
questions to the mayor’s Street Activity 
Permit Offi ce, which did not respond to re-
peated requests for comment.

Locals at the Oct. 30 meeting said that, 
regardless of the permit rejection, they 
need the city to do more to control the 
crowds and traffi c.

“They need to stop the vendors, they 
need to stop the excess activity and keep 
moving traffi c,” said April Scanio, who 
lives on 83rd Street between 10th and 11th 
avenues. “Years ago, it was really very en-
joyable.”

Beckmann said the board is again call-
ing on the 68th Precinct to allocate more of-
fi cers to help manage the event and direct 
traffi c, but added that residents will also 
have to do their part if they want to see a 
difference.

“We are now going to be asking resi-
dents to voluntarily do some of the items 
we had wanted to see in the permit — like 
voluntarily creating a time limit on lights,” 
she said.

But one 85th Street resident said she just 
wished that the Christmas visitors would 
modify their behavior so that she didn’t 
have to change hers.

“It would just be nice if people would go 
back to the days of old-fashioned respect 
and consideration — for people, their prop-
erty, their holidays, and their traditions,” 
said Sueann DiPrima.

PACKED: If you think this Dyker Lights display on 84th Street is crowded, you should see the streets in 
the neighborhood during the holidays, complain locals, who want the city to do more to control traffi c 
and crowds. File photo by Stefano Giovannini 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a boon for made-in-Brooklyn busi-
nesses.

Honchos of the Gowanus-based arts 
organization transforming a defunct Sec-
ond Street power plant into a manufactur-
ing center will add three additional fl oors 
for fabrication facilities to the structure, 
 according to plans fi led with the city on 
Nov. 1 .

The proposal, which calls for doubling 
the three-story building’s size in order to 
house metal, ceramic, print, and wood-
working shops, is a refreshing change in 
a nabe where developers tend to focus on 
erecting high-rises —  especially as city of-

fi cials explore rezoning the long-time blue-
collar business hub , according to the head 
of a local commerce group.

“We’re excited that people are recog-
nizing the value in the manufacturing 
and industrial aspect of Gowanus, and 
are willing to invest the money,” said 
Paul Basile, president of the Gowanus Al-
liance. “The fact that it’s not always about 
residential gives us some hope that the 
city will also recognize that.”

Powerhouse Environmental Arts 
Foundation founder Joshua Rechnitz’s 
makeover of the so-called “Batcave” — 
a graffi ti-covered building on the banks 
of the Gowanus Canal that squatters are 

known to take refuge in — will bring 
more jobs and awareness to the nabe, said 
Basile, who referenced how the 2012 debut 
of cultural center Pioneer Works in Red 
Hook sparked increased economic activ-
ity in that neighborhood.     

“What we see from past experience, 
whether with Pioneer Works in Red 
Hook or other arts cooperatives, is they 
not only bring a lot of jobs, but they gen-
erate a lot of interest in the surrounding 
area,” he said. “And hopefully that spills 
over to the other businesses in the neigh-
borhood.” 

And the former home of the Brooklyn 
Rapid Transit Power Station, a turn-of-

the-century coal-burning plant that sup-
plied electricity for local railroad and 
street-car systems until the 1950s, is al-
ready less of an eyesore now that Power-
house-contracted workers are tidying it 
up, Basile said. 

Rechnitz, who bought the property 
between Carroll and Third streets for $7 
million in 2012, is doling out $74 million 
for the renovations, according to city re-
cords, which show that construction 
plans also include spaces for digital fab-
rication, a photo lab, and a banquet and 
catering hall.

The new Powerhouse Workshop facil-
ity is set to open in 2020.

Making room for makers at defunct Gowanus power plant

‘Dyker Lights’ are a heavy burden
Locals: We need the city to help make out-of-towners behave themselves
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Elder Law & Estate Planning Attorneys

www.gylawny.com

5@55 – The 5 Essential Legal Documents You Need by Age 55 – Will, Health Care Proxy, 
Living Will, Power of Attorney, Digital Diary & more…

Presented by: Joanne Seminara, Esq. 
Complimentary Breakfast

MUST RSVP by November 23, 2017: mtrinos@gylawny.com or (718) 238-6960

When:  Tuesday, November 28, 2017
8:30 AM to 10:30 AM

Where: The Bridgeview Diner
 9011 3rd Avenue
 Brooklyn, NY 11209

9201 4th Avenue, 6th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11209
546 5th Avenue, 6th Fl., New York, NY 10036 

Tel: (718) 238-6960
Fax: (718) 238-3091    

Attorney Advertising

When: Thursday, December 7, 2017
6:30 PM to 9:30 PM

Where: Cebu Restaurant
8801 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209

MUST RSVP by December 1, 2017: mcoppola@gylawny.com or (718) 238-6960

Tax Planning and End of Year Gifting

Presented by: Judith D. Grimaldi, Esq. & Pauline Yeung-Ha, Esq.

Light Refreshments will be served

Grimaldi & Yeung LLP invites you to our
upcoming complimentary seminars

BY LAUREN GILL
It’s a suite deal for seniors! 

The new owners of a lavish former hotel 
in Brooklyn Heights will convert the prop-
erty into the borough’s fi rst luxury senior-
living complex, according to reps for the 
buyers  who purchased the building from 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses .

The religious organization on Nov. 1 an-
nounced the sale of its 16-story building 
at Clark and Willow streets 
to Florida-based invest-
ment group Kayne Anderson 
Real Estate Advisors, which 
bought the opulent digs for 
$200 million.

The out-of-town fi rm is 
partnering with Watermark 
Retirement Communities, 
an Arizona-based company 
that manages elder hous-
ing, to convert the 285-unit 
structure into high-end liv-
ing for oldsters, renaming it 
The Watermark at Brooklyn 
Heights.

Its new owners did not re-
veal specifi c details of their 
plan for the property, but it 
will be the fi rst of its kind in 
Brooklyn. Two other pairs of 
developers are erecting simi-
lar complexes in Manhattan 
that include amenities such 
as farm-to-table dining and a 
care staff that can book tickets 
to Broadway shows,  according 
to a Bloomberg report .

And the building, which was built in 
the 1920s, is no stranger to extravagance. 
It used to be the Leverich Towers Hotel, a 
luxurious lodge with views of the Manhat-
tan skyline where Dodgers players stayed 
during home games, before the Witnesses 

bought it for a little under $2 million in 1975 
and turned it into a dormitory for mem-
bers.

It’s not the fi rst area hotel sold by the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, which relocated its 
headquarters from Brooklyn to upstate 
New York and offl oaded several properties 
the organization acquired since it arrived 
in the borough in 1909.

In 2007, the religious group sold the for-

mer Standish Arms Hotel —  which is now a 
luxury condo complex  — and then hawked 
the nearby Bossert Hotel, a historic lodge 
 that is being reborn as a swanky inn  fol-
lowing its years as housing for Witnesses 
members.

OPULENCE FOR OLDSTERS: The new owners of the former Le-
verich Towers Hotel in Brooklyn Heights, who bought the prop-
erty from the Jehovah’s Witnesses, will convert it into Brooklyn’s 
fi rst luxury senior-living complex. Watchtower Realty

A GRAND HOME 
FOR GRANDMA

Former hotel to become extravagant elder housing

LOOKING GOOD: Seniors who move in to the new complex will surely enjoy its unobstructed views of 
the Manhattan skyline.
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39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
      myfatlossexpert.com 

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYSGUARANTEED!

BY JULIANNE CUBA
There’s no compromising.

The new judge overseeing the 
legal battle on whether or not to 
erect two controversial high-rises 
at Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 
pushed lawyers’ fi nal arguments 
to next week after unsuccessfully 
brokering a compromise during 
 yet another closed-door session  on 
 what was supposed to be the last 
day of litigation on Monday .

The roughly two-hour talks 
in Justice Carmen Victoria St. 
George’s chambers followed argu-
ments before the court between at-
torneys representing civic group 
the Brooklyn Heights Association 
and the park and its chosen devel-
opers. Lawyers for the green-space 
honchos dominated the exchange, 
claiming the Heights Associa-
tion’s opposition to one tower’s 
affordable housing — which the 
group alleges violates the park’s 
2006 General Project Plan that 
requires development parcels 
within it generate revenue — is 
its real motivation for demand-

ing the plans be scrapped entirely, 
 referencing the association’s ob-
jection to the below-market-rate 
units when Mayor DeBlasio fi rst 
announced them two years ago .

“The Brooklyn Heights Associ-
ation, in great numbers and with 
great vehemence, opposed the 
modifi cations,” said David Paget. 
“So how does one reconcile that 
opposition with the repeated as-
sertion, ‘We don’t oppose afford-
able housing in this project’ — 
you did oppose it, you opposed it 
in the summer of 2015.”

St. George then pushed the 
point, asking the civic group’s 
lawyer if the inclusion of afford-
able housing — now a major crux 
of the case —  was indeed the driv-
ing force behind its opposition to 
the 15 and 28-story towers at the 
foot of Atlantic Avenue,  which the 
group also argued were too tall 
after developers fi led plans last 
year . 

“When we boil it down, is af-
fordable housing the sticking 
point?” she said. “Is height almost 

a resolved issue — to the point 
that your main concern with this 
development is the affordable 
housing?”

But Heights Association at-
torney Richard Ziegler quickly 
refuted that suggestion, instead 
reiterating  his claim that con-
struction of the high-rises would 
violate Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
operating agreement  that man-
dates meadow stewards only build 
as much housing as is needed to 
fund upkeep of the park.

“It’s absolutely not the main 
concern,” he said. “The main con-
cern is that the respondents are 
going ahead with building two 
very large buildings at Pier 6 in 
violation of the General Project 
Plan.”

Ziegler and his client  con-
tend the park is fl ush with cash , 
but green-space caretakers ar-
gue the towers are necessary to 
bring in money needed to restore 
the timber piles that hold Pier 6 
above the East River, which crus-
taceans with a taste for wood are 

gnawing away.
The day’s arguments followed 

litigants Nov. 2 court appearance, 
 during which St. George sug-
gested park honchos show more 
consideration for their neighbors 
who oppose the high-rises’ con-
struction than for the nuances of 
the law .

The judge requested all parties 
return to the courtroom on Nov. 14 

in order to make their fi nal points 
before she rules.

 Construction of the towers will 
continue in the meantime , but will 
not infl uence the fi nal verdict, ac-
cording to a ruling by St. George’s 
predecessor, Justice Lucy Bill-
ings,  who was taken off the case 
in order to oversee asbestos litiga-
tion in August after hearing sev-
eral months of arguments .

STANDING FIRM
New judge fails to broker deal in Pier 6 case, delays last arguments

NOT OVER YET: Attorneys arguing over whether or not two towers can go up at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 will return to the courtroom on Nov. 14, the case’s 
judge demanded on Monday after she failed to negotiate a closed-door compro-
mise between the parties on what was supposed to be the last day of litigation.
 ODA Architecture
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about an exciting 
Prospect!

Park Slope straphang-
ers cheered the reopening 
of the R line’s Prospect 
Avenue subway station 
on Nov. 2, which returned 
with a snazzy new look 
that commuters said was 
worth the nearly five-
month-long wait.

“It’s a sight to behold,” 
said Daren Ingram, who 
has lived near the stop 
for 29 years. “Definitely 
money well spent. It looks 
fabulous!”

Officials from the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority allocated $72.1 
million to refurbish sev-
eral stations along the R 
line, including Prospect 
Avenue,  which closed for 
repairs in June .  

Riders who visited on 
its reopening day found 
a panoply of new digital 
displays showing travel 
advisories and train 
times — including moni-
tors installed above the 
stairs leading from the 
street to the underground 
platforms — along with 
high-speed wireless in-
ternet and cell-phone-
charging ports, upgrades 
that another commuter 
compared to modern mar-
vels.  

“I’m not going to lie,” 
said Sunset Park resident 
Jose Tapia. “It looks like 
the future.”

Workers also installed 
sleek awnings above the 
stations’ entrances and 
waist-high benches on the 
platforms that fatigued 
straphangers can lean on 
and catch their breath.

And a Brooklyn-based 
artist designed mosa-
ics that decorate both 
the Bay Ridge and Man-
hattan-bound platforms 
and portray nearby des-
tinations such as Sunset 
Park’s Bush Terminal, 
which she hopes inspire 
riders to explore the bor-
ough.   

“I want them to con-
nect where they are and 
where they can go,” said 
Monika Bravo.

But perhaps the most 
remarkable upgrade is 
that the once dingy sta-
tion is now brightly il-
luminated and — for the 
time being — pretty clean, 
according to Ingram. 

“Before, it was dark, 
dank, scary. Now, it’s 
well lit,” he said. “Dude, 
I’m super excited.” 

Other riders were less 
thrilled by the cosmetic 
enhancements, however, 
arguing that the money 
should have been spent 
to ensure the trains ar-
rive on schedule and run 
smoothly.

“Fixing the signal sys-
tem and the service aspect 
of getting on the train are 
important,” said Reyda 
Van, who lives near the 
Prospect Avenue stop. “I 
want to get to work and 
get moving.”
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Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its 
advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes 
of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BACK ON TRACKS!
Refurbished Prospect Avenue station reopens, delighting locals

LOOKING GOOD: (Above) Park 
Sloper Daren Ingram gave the 
newly renovated Prospect 
Avenue subway station a big 
thumbs up at its Nov. 2 reopen-
ing. (Left) Artist Monika Bravo 
designed mosaics that grace 
platforms at the hub. (Below) 
The station now sports street-
level clocks. CNG / Colin Mixson
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on all 
types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch makrs removal
Scare removal
Treatment of spider veins & other 
benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
It’s a crash course in carnival cos-
tumes.

A master garment-maker is 
teaching the tricks of his trade 
to budding designers who want 
to craft their own West Indian 
American Day Parade outfi ts at a 
free workshop that he said march 
organizers asked him to host in 
an attempt to revive an art form 
on the decline.

“I regularly teach wire-bend-
ing classes, and they know the 
work that I do and what I’m capa-
ble of, so when they asked me to 
host this class, I agreed because it 
is a skill that is dying,” said Ken-
neth Antoine, the founder of mas 
band Antoine International and a 
30-year veteran of the costume-de-
sign business.  

The Carnival Costume Con-
struction and Master Wire Bend-
ing Workshop, which kicked-off 
on Nov. 4 and will take place on 
Saturdays through Dec. 16, is 
open to adults 18 and over and of-
fers lessons in using wire to cre-
ate curves and shapes that can 
then be covered in fabric. Students 

can join the classes at any point 
throughout the six-week tutorial, 
which Antoine said will give them 
a fundamental knowledge of basic 
garment creation.   

“Whatever students learn in 
class, they will be able to repro-
duce,” he said. “All of the skills 
are necessary to design and con-
struct the costumes.”

Understanding how to use 
wires is key to making carnival-
wear, according to Antoine, who 
said the fl exible, thin metal pro-
vides support for the more elab-
orate creations marchers sport 
while traversing Eastern Park-
way on Labor Day.

“The wire is the bone of the cos-
tume,” the veteran designer said. 
“If you’re thinking about adding 
fl owers to create birds, you can’t 
expect to walk in it if you have no 
bones in the body.”

And learning the craft can also 
save parade participants money, 
he said, especially those in charge 
of putting together ensembles 
for an entire group.

“If I’m a section leader and I 
have to do 40 costumes for my sec-

tion, I have to get 40 backpacks 
and each might cost $25,”  Antoine 
said. “Then I need tiaras that 
might cost $15, and together ev-
erything can get very expensive.”

But saving some dough is just a 
bonus of attending the workshop, 
the real purpose of which is hon-

ing an ability that can be passed 
on, he said.

“Learning this is cost effective 
to a point, but having the knowl-
edge is important because it is a 
skill that you can show to some-
one else,” Antoine said.

Learn for yourself at the Car-

nival Costume Construction and 
Master Wire Bending Workshop 
[245 E. 34th St. between Church 
and Snyder avenues in East Flat-
bush, (718) 467–1797,  www.wi-
adca.org ]. Saturdays through 
Dec. 16, 11 am–1 pm. Free with 
registration.

Project Parkway

DO IT YOURSELF: Master costume-maker Kenneth Antoine is teaching a free workshop on the art of designing outfi ts such as 
this feathered creation that marchers wear to the annual West Indian American Day Parade. File photo by Stefano Giovannini

Hear his pro tips on making parade-wear
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Menu and Market Prices on line 
JordanLobsterBrooklyn.com 

MARKET: 7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

FREE PARKING

3 $33F

1 4 LBS EACH

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

$20
INCLUDES:

1 4

+

BY COLIN MIXSON
These shopkeepers can now 
apply a personal touch — 
from a distance!

A new app tailor-made 
for small-business owners 
in the city’s mom-and-pop 
mecca, Park Slope, helps 
the local retailers compete 
with massive e-tailers such 
as Amazon by offering 
them a more intimate con-
nection with customers, its 
creator said.

“Shops can’t compete 
with Amazon in inventory, 
but we think they can com-
pete with expertise and 
human interaction,” said 
Pierre Giraud, founder and 
CEO of Hi Commerce.

The inventor said the 
neighbor hood’s business-
advocacy group was the 
fi rst call he made after de-
veloping the technology, 
because its honchos are 
major supporters of the so-
called “shop small” move-
ment.

“We specifi cally reached 
out to Park Slope’s Fifth 
Avenue BID,” Giraud said. 
“They’re super involved in 
the shop local initiative.”

The service, which is 
available in other nabes as 
well as the outer borough 
of Manhattan, lets shop-
pers message dozens of es-
tablishments with a sin-
gle text, allowing them to 
ask owners if they carry 
certain items or if they 
can suggest ideas for what 
to get the better half for 
Christmas.  

This reporter fi red off 
a query about what to buy 

mom for her birthday at 
12:50 pm on Nov. 3, and by 
5 pm, received responses 
from staffers at Fifth Av-
enue businesses including 
O Live Brooklyn, Mivida 
Market, and Private Picas-
sos Art Studio, all of whom 
suggested ideas in an at-
tempt to vie for my dollar.

Hi Commerce doesn’t re-
quire shopkeepers to keep 
digital inventories, Giraud 
said, and proprietors gravi-
tate to it because they can 
engage with app users in 
their downtime and ignore 
them when they’re busy. 

“It’s a way for them to 
leverage their downtime,” 
the founder said.

The technology’s lack 
of demands on small-busi-
ness owners is one reason 
honchos at Park Slope’s 
business-improvement dis-

trict promoted it among 
local stores, according to 
the group’s executive direc-
tor, who said he shied away 
from other attempts to digi-
tize area businesses that 
required maintaining an 
online stock. 

“It’s very diffi cult, es-
pecially with all the other 
challenges,” said Mark Ca-
serta.

And it’s hard to tell ex-
actly how the app, which 
launched last month, is af-
fecting small-business’ bot-
tom lines, but some partici-
pating entrepreneurs said 
it’s defi nitely an innovative 
way to get their name in 
front of customers.

“It’s really great for get-
ting new people to discover 
you,” said Valeen Bhat, the 
owner of Private Picassos 
Art Studio.

Links Park Slope sellers with buyers
New tech bridges the app

OUT OF THE DOG HOUSE: New app Hi Commerce makes it easy for 
Commmunity News Group editor Bill Egbert to query Park Slope 
shopkeepers about gift ideas for his lovely wife. 
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson

ticket to the swanky shin-
dig.

Queer writer Tommy 
Pico, who lived on an In-
dian reservation in Cali-
fornia before moving to 
Kings County, took home 
the top honor in fi ction for 
his extended poem “IRL,” 
which is written as a long 
text message and chroni-
cles a gay Native Ameri-
can’s quest for self-discov-

ery in Brooklyn.
And Richard Rothstein 

won the non-fi ction prize 
for his historical tome, 
“The Color of Law,” which 
explores how policies set 
at the local, state, and fed-
eral level promoted segre-
gation in cities across the 
country.

The judging panel 
included librarians 
from more than a dozen 
branches as well as au-
thors, literary scholars, 
and critics, all of whom 
were tasked with se-

lecting winners whose 
work best represented 
the ethos of the Brook-
lyn Public Library sys-
tem, according to the 
co-chairman of the com-
mittee that awarded the 
non-fiction prize.

“Their works embody 
many values the library 
holds dear: debate and dis-
cussion, ideas that chal-
lenge us to think differ-
ently, and a belief that 
the right book can change 
the world,” said Charles 
Duhigg.

REVELRY
Continued from page 1
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CATERERS

8015/23 13th 718–331–2900 www.siricos.net

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, 

Cocktail, and Buffet options with a Homestyle flair.
Book your next Business, Luncheon, Family Reunion 

or Holiday Party 
today...

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They got everything including the 
kitchen sink! 

Local pols and community ac-
tivists cut the ribbon to open the 
new and improved kitchen at the 
Fort Hamilton Senior Center on 
Saturday. The renovations only 
took two weeks, but the new coat of 
paint and sleek appliances made a 
big impression on the center’s se-
niors, according to the manager.

“Everything’s clean, every-
thing’s brighter, it’s more attrac-

tive,” said Peter Lovett. “Every-
thing’s a little cheerier, so more 
people are gathering there and 
talking.” 

The push for the renovations 
to the kitchen — which had not 
been updated since the building 
was built in 1967 — began back 
in January, when representatives 
from local group Bay Ridge Cares 
wanted to give the kitchen a fresh 
coat of paint to brighten it up, ac-
cording to one of the group’s co-
founders. 

“There had been very little 
upgrades to the facility at all,” 
said Karen Tadross, who started 
the group in 2013 after Hurricane 
Sandy, along with Democratic 
Ridge Council candidate Justin 
Brannan. “It was very dark.” 

The group then planned out 
the renovations — which had to 
be approved by the Parks Depart-
ment, which runs the building — 
for the next nine months, secur-
ing grants for the $6,500 project 
in the process, from Council

Fort Hamilton Senior Center gets brand new kitchen!

KITCHEN FUNDS: (Above) Peter Lovett, the manager of the Fort Hamilton Se-
nior Center, posed with Councilman Vincent Gentile, who allocated $5,000 to the 
$6,500 project to renovate the center’s kitchen. (Left) Everybody helped cut the 
ribbon. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto
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11Brooklyn’s Most Awarded Restaurant

Experience Executive Chef 

Anthony Rinaldi’s
Creative Gourmet Entrees

Open 7 Days - Lunch - Dinner
Specializing in Private Parties 
Menus start at $28.00 p.p.
We accommodate 20-175 guests
Brunch: Sat. & Sun. from 11:30-3:30pm 

$1495 p.p.

Valet Parking - Pick up or Delivery

r

p.

OPEN ALL HOLIDAYS

8518  3rd  Avenue
Bay Ridge

718-833-6666
pearlroombklyn.com

Thanksgiving Day
at The Pearl Room - $55 p.p.  /  $15 Children’s Menu

(tax & grat. not included)

Dine in Elegance on this Special day with your Choice of 7 Appetizers
(includes Traditional Butternut Squash Soup)

Choice of 8 Entrees  includes Turkey Breast & Leg 
(sweet potato pie topped with marshmallow, julienne vegetables with an orange  cranberry chutney)

Choice of 7 Delicious Homemade Desserts

BY COLIN MIXSON
It was a marathon day! 

More than 51,000 run-
ners slogged through Kings 
County as they ran the lon-
gest leg of the New York 
City Marathon on Sunday, 
where they were cheered 
on by a crowd packed with 
young Brooklynites that 
made the roughly 11-mile 
stretch a breeze, according 
to a participant.

“It’s my favorite part,” 
said David Roher, a history 
teacher who traveled from 
New Jersey and ran in an 
Iron Man costume. “Brook-
lyn has the most diverse 
crowd, and it’s certainly the 
most packed with kids.”

The athletes, the fi rst 
of whom set off at 8:30 am, 
started at the Staten Island 
end of the Verrazano-Nar-
rows Bridge before crossing 
into Brooklyn, where they 
ran much of the fi rst half 
of the 26.2-mile odyssey be-
fore crossing over the Pu-
laski Bridge in Greenpoint 
to continue the race in the 
outer borough of Queens.

More than two million 
spectators greeted the run-
ners throughout their fi ve-
borough journey, and Kings 
County fans hoisted a col-
lection of comical signs, 
including one Boerum Hill 
resident who brandished a 
poster that read “Worst pa-

rade ever!” as competitors 
whooshed by.

The supportive local 
came out to cheer on a friend 
participating in the event, 
she said, but got just as 
much pleasure rooting for 
the strangers who passed 
her on Fourth Avenue near 
10th Street in Park Slope.

“I didn’t think it would 
be as fun as it was,” said 
Monica Zahm.

A massive security pres-
ence joined the spectators 
at the marathon, which the 
New York City Police De-
partment’s Chief of Depart-
ment Carlos Gomez prom-
ised would be “a very safe 
event” following the car-

borne terrorist attack that 
killed eight people in Man-
hattan on Oct. 31. 

The heightened safety 
measures included un-
formed patrolmen and 
parked heavy-duty sand-
trucks to protect crowds on 
the street, and sniper and 
rooftop-observation teams 
that kept a lookout from on 
high, according to Gomez.

Postal-service workers 
assisted in the day’s secu-
rity, too, installing special 
devices that locked 40 mail-
boxes along the race route 
in Brooklyn to prevent ter-
rorists from using them as 
explosive traps, according 
to a United States Postal 
Service spokesman.

And after straggling 
competitors, crowds, and 
cops cleared the course, 
the city deployed a small 
army of sanitation work-
ers to sweep up the sea of 
green paper-cups that run-
ners left in their wake, ac-
cording to a Department of 
Sanitation spokeswoman.

The agency rep couldn’t 
say just how much junk its 
employees picked up this 
year, but if the 84 tons of 
textiles, 4.7 tons of paper, 
82.68 tons of litter, and 2.08 
tons of metal, glass, and 
plastic collected in 2016 are 
any indication, the clean-
ing crew had a busy day.

Fans offer miles 
of motivation

Cheering spectators help runners complete 
longest leg of New York City Marathon in boro

JERSEY AVENGER: New Jersey 
teacher David Roher dressed as 
Iron Man for the New York City 
Marathon on Sunday.  
 Photos by Jason Speakman

thought others perceived 
him. 

But Parson, who studied 
his diary off and on for 10 
years, said that Pepys was 
also a Harvey Weinstein–
like harasser of women.

“I saw what a creep he 
is. He was philanderer and 
a groper,” she said. “And 
he writes so vividly and 
honestly in an uncensored 

way. I was in awe when I 
learned that he was fon-
dling women and raping 
women that were less pow-
erful than him.”

Parsons says her show 
will explore all sides of 
Pepys, including his fl aws, 
his strengths, and how he 
fi t into his world. 

“I don’t want to tell 
people what to think but I 
want them to see the whole 
picture and think how the 
past and present relate to 
each other,” she said. “Now 

we’re in a time where 
there are revelations on 
how men treat women in 
workplace, but I also want 
people to think about that 
in the context of a diarist 
of who lived 300 years ago 
— the piece gives you an 
opportunity to think.” 

“17c” at BAM Harvey 
Theater [651 Fulton St. be-
tween Rockwell and Ash-
land places in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100, www.bam.
org]. Nov. 14–18 at 7:30 pm. 
$30.

Continued from page 1

PEPYS
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quickly realized it would be 
the best place for them after 
the storm.

“They were really 
scared. I was really con-
cerned about their health,” 
said Karen Caraballo, a 
psychologist. “Bringing the 
kids here and keeping them 
busy was a good experience 
for them.” 

Caraballo, who has lived 
in Bay Ridge since she 
moved here in 2002, fl ew 
back to her home island on 
a relief fl ight on Sept. 30, ten 
days after the worst of the 
hurricane hit, to bring food 
and supplies to her family 
in Toa Alta, about 20 miles 
west of the capital city of 
San Juan. Caraballo’s sister 
Kenia Bernardi-Caraballo 
rode out the storm in their 
bathroom for 12 hours with 
her husband Pedro and their 
sons, 5-year-old Alejandro 
and 14-year-old Pedro. Even 
though the family’s home 
survived the storm, the 
widespread devastation — 
and the troubled relief effort 
— led Caraballo to convince 
her sister to let her bring the 

kids back to Brooklyn tem-
porarily while their parents 
adjusted to post-storm life. 

“Their house had min-
imal damages, but they 
didn’t have water for a long 
time, and they still don’t 
have electricity,” she said. 

Caraballo, Pedro, and 
Alejandro fl ew back to the 
Ridge on Oct. 3, and she 
drew on her work as a psy-
chologist to help the kids be-
gin to process the trauma 
they endured, using art 
therapy and other methods, 
she said. 

“The little one, he talks 
about the hurricane, and 
he draws pictures of the 
hurricane,” she said of Ale-
jandro. 

But they’ve made time 
for fun, too. Caraballo said 
she has brought the kids, 
who speak limited English, 
to museums, the Coney Is-
land Aquarium, Governors’ 
Island, and a Cosmos game 
against Puerto Rico — a 
highlight for Pedro, a big 
soccer fan. And Ridge res-
taurateurs have chipped 
in, too. Caraballo said the 
owners of several local res-
taurants — including the 
Greenhouse Café, the Brook-
lyn Firefl y, Cebu, Ho’Brah, 

Peppino’s, and Lock Yard — 
gave the family gift cards to 
enjoy a meal.

The kids have been enjoy-
ing the sights of New York 
while their mother, a school 
principal, and father,  a food 
distributor, continue work-
ing in Puerto Rico out of 
fear that if they don’t, they 
will lose their jobs. 

Caraballo will accom-
pany the boys back to the is-
land on Nov. 12 to rejoin their 
parents — but not without a 
tinge of sadness. Alejandro 
said he will miss playing 
with Caraballo’s son, his 
4-year-old cousin Lucas, and 
Pedro said he does not want 
to go back but knows he has 
to fi nish ninth grade.

Despite the immense de-
struction that the storm 
wrought, it also brought 
Puerto Ricans, Caraballo’s 
family — and even her gen-
erous Ridge neighbors — 
closer together, she said.  

“Nobody thought it was 
going to be so devastating 
and catastrophic — they 
were shocked and sad and 
angry,” she said. “But at the 
same time, I saw that the 
communities came together, 
and I also saw a lot of resil-
ience.”  

building height of 33 feet 
— the current medical 
facility was built in 2000, 
before the city down-
zoned the neighborhood 
— but owners want to 
rezone about two blocks 
worth of land along Av-
enue P so they can add on 
the new the 63-foot medi-
cal center. 

Developers promised 
to provide 20 additional 
parking spots along with 
the new structure, but 
locals laughed that off, 
claiming that will not 
suffi ce for all of the traf-
fi c in the booming neigh-
borhood already dizzy 
with construction. 

The Kings Highway 
Business Improvement 
District also opposed the 
proposal, charging that 
there’s already too much 
development going on 

just blocks away, with the 
 pair of massive, Kings 
Highway-adjacent offi ce-
and-retail buildings in 
the works,  according to 
board chairwoman The-
resa Scavo.

But several local pa-
tients commended the 
medical center proposal, 
and urged the commu-
nity to support the expan-
sion.

“The operation is fi rst 
class, to have this expan-
sion is great,” said Frank 
Izzo, who lives on E. 28th 
Street, “To deny this is 
kind of a negative thing, 
I think we should let this 
happen.”

Some locals feared the 
developers were seeking 
the zoning change — which 
would allow buildings up 
to nine stories — with the 
secret aim of building a 
residential high-rise, but 
the zoning attorney repre-
senting Omni Enterprises 
denied that.

“It is not our intention 
— our intention has been 
for the last 10 years to do 
a medical facility,” said 
Richard Lobel.

CB15 rejected the pro-
posal by a 27–7 vote , with 
three abstentions and 
one abstention for cause, 
at its Oct. 24 meeting, but 
the action is non-binding. 
The application now goes 
to Borough President Ad-
ams, the City Planning 
Commission, the Coun-
cil, and then Mayor De-
Blasio through the Uni-
form Land Use Review 
Procedure.

The proposal would 
face a tough road 
through the Council. 
Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheep-
shead Bay) said he usu-
ally votes along with 
the community board 
on such issues, and the 
full Council tends to fol-
low the lead of the local 
Council member.

CB15AUNTIE
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 
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O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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Serving 
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Over 

20 Years
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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FEAR NO MIRROR®

FREEZE AWAY 
YOUR FAT!
ELIMINATE FAT WITH COOLSCULPTING®,
THE WORLD’S #1 NON-INVASIVE
FAT REMOVAL TREATMENT

CoolSculpting is an FDA-cleared treatment that uses 
controlled cooling to eliminate fat without surgery or 
downtime. And with 95% customer satisfaction, you’ll 
love the results of CoolSculpting every time you look 
in the mirror.

Our CoolSculpting Specialist will tailor a treatment plan 
designed to achieve your desired results.

This is a limited time offer so call us today!

Call today to schedule
your FREE consultation.

Khrom Dermatology and Aesthetics
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl, Brooklyn NY, 11235

855-454-7666
www.khromMD.com
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L & M TOURS  Your One Stop For All Your Travel Needs!

 Penn Dutch Amish; Philadelphia, Cape May
 Longwood Gardens, Jack O’Lantern Blaze
 Dinner Shows, Casinos, Shopping & More
 Ocean City Halloween Beach Maze
 Thanksgiving, Christmas & NY Eve Trips
 The Ice Hotel & Quebec Winter Carnival
 Vermont Maple Festival & More
 There’s Only One Kentucky; Outer Banks

Bus Charters
We have 56-seat motorcoaches 
and 24-seat mini buses available 
for your transportation needs.

Cruises Destinations
6812 3rd Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11220
718-238-2284
info@lmtours.net
www.lmtours.net

Bus Tours, Charters, Cruises          
& Vacation Packages

Bus Trips

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 7 - 1 8
Come See USA & Canada With Us

Receive a FREE Bus Trip after completing a 9 Days or more cruise

17 Days Amazing China Tour
Saturday, April 7 - Monday, April 23, 2018
Double: $4989; Single $5989
15 Breakfasts, 9 Lunches & 12 Dinners
Highlights: Shanghai, Hangzhou, Guilin, Yangshuo,
Xian, Beijing, Hong Kong & Macau

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Price includes round trip air fare, taxes, hotel transfers, high speed train ticket, air 
tickets in China, admissions, hotel accommodation, gratuity for drivers & tour guides.
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