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BY JULIANNE CUBA
He wants the city to tow the 
line! 

Councilman Alan Mai-
sel (D–Marine Park) has 
penned new legislation that 
would require the city to 
haul away cars abandoned 
without plates within one 
month of a do-gooder mak-

ing a complaint, the local 
pol announced during a 
Community Board 18 meet-
ing on Oct. 24. 

Hundreds of  derelict 
cars  have  lingered for 
months on his district’s 
streets over the years , 
vexing communities al-
ready strapped for parking 

spaces — so it’s about time 
the city follow its own rules 
and tow them away, said 
Maisel. 

“There are a couple of 
hundred cars that have 
to be towed, and the city, 
for whatever reason, has 
chosen not to take this is-

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
A pair of Southern Brooklyn 
pols are calling on the city to 
make the Coney Island Board-
walk safer for pedestrians af-
ter last month’s Manhattan 
truck attack on the West Side 
Highway killed eight people 
and injured twelve.

Councilmen Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island) (in-
set) and Chaim Deutsch (D-
Sheepshead Bay) sent letters to 
Mayor DeBlasio, Police Com-
missioner James O’Neill, and 
Parks Commissioner Mitchell 
Silver calling on the trio’s of-
fices to install retractable, for-
tified bollards at certain en-
try points to the Riegelmann 
Boardwalk to restrict vehicle 
access to authorized vehicles. 

Treyger said that even 
though the police department 
has successfully foiled other 
attempted attacks on the city, 
the barriers have become in-
creasingly necessary to pro-
tect the Coney Boardwalk af-
ter other truck attacks in Nice, 
London, Berlin, Stockholm, 
Times Square, and now Lower 
Manhattan have killed dozens 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They are so — sorta — in-
spiring!

Runners stampeded past 
the starting point seconds 
before sprinting across the 
fi nish line of a new “mar-
athon” in Williamsburg 
on Nov. 12. And, not sur-
prisingly, the .2-mile race 

passed in a euphoric blur, 
according to an athlete, 
who said his endorphins 
kicked in halfway through 
the competition and car-
ried him to completion.

“I would say the fi rst 
.1 mile was really tough, 
but fi nishing the second 

Continued on page 16

Continued on page 18Continued on page 18

Brewery’s sugarcane beer
BY ALEXANDRA SIMON

How sweet it is!
A Caribbean juice bar in Pros-

pect Lefferts Gardens recently ex-
panded to become a brewery, and 
its latest endeavor is a beer made 
entirely from sugar. The owners of 
House of Juice and the new Island 
to Island Brewery created the Is-
land Squared sugarcane beer be-
cause they wanted a fl avor that re-
minds them of the islands, said one 
co-owner.

“We wanted to launch this be-
cause we really wanted to some-
thing that was truly Caribbean in 
the same way we make beers and 
ciders back home,” said Danii Oli-
ver.

The high consumption of sug-
arcane in the region makes it an 
appropriate ingredient for a Carib-
bean brewery, said Oliver, and it 
also helps company stand out from 
other local beer producers.

Continued on page 16
CANE IN A BOTTLE: Danii Oliver says that Island to Island Brewery’s sugar-
cane beer was inspired by Caribbean fl avors. Photo by Jason Speakman

Councilman Alan Maisel says 
his district is full of cars 
abandoned without license 
plates, which his bill would 
force the city to tow away.

SUGAR 
AND 

SPIKED

Local pols:
Protect  

Boardwalk

Car wars in Marine ParkRun for ‘glory’
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AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

BY COLIN MIXSON
Park Slopers are putting 
your butts to work — to save 
the planet!

Honchos of the nabe’s 
Fifth Avenue Business Im-
provement District recently 
installed special recepta-
cles along the thoroughfare 
where puffi ng passersby can 
toss used cigarettes, which 
are then sent to a company 
that recycles the otherwise 
forgotten fi lth into func-
tional goods, according to 
a street cleaner that works 
with the organization.

“We do what we need to 
do by keeping the streets 
clean, and they’re doing 
what they need to do to save 
the environment,” said Paul 
Lotter, who works for Block 
by Block, which the business 
group employs to maintain 
neighborhood sidewalks.

Lotter suggested install-
ing the stogie-salvaging 
boxes to the commerce or-
ganization’s offi cials a few 
months ago, after discov-
ering a New Jersey-based 
company that specializes 
in recycling unusual items, 
he said, and was surprised 
the business could put tar-
stained tobacco fi lters to 
good use.  

“Three months ago, I 
didn’t think this was an op-
tion,” he said of the com-
pany, Terra Cycle. “It’s crazy 
— but amazing!”

The enterprise advertises 
that its employees melt used 
cigarettes into a hard plastic 
that can then be refashioned 
into products such as pal-
lets — structures that stabi-
lize items being hoisted by a 
forklift or crane.

But Terra Cycle doesn’t 
just salvage fi lthy fi lters — 
its workers also reprocess 
cigarettes’ packaging to 
create reusable plastic, and 
compost leftover ash and to-
bacco, according to Lotter.

“They can make use out 
of a whole lot more than the 
butts,” he said.

The cleaner charged his 
staffers to identify promi-
nent butt-tossing spots along 
Fifth Avenue, and they ulti-
mately installed two recep-
tacles — one outside two 
bars between 17th and 18th 
streets, and another near 
a smoke shop between St. 
Marks and Prospect places 
— on Nov. 9 as part of a pi-
lot program, which Lotter 
hopes to expand along the 
street and introduce to other 
nabe’s business-advocacy 

groups if the bins catch on.
“If this works here, 

there’s nothing stopping us 
for rolling it out with other 
BIDs,” he said.

And most people appre-
ciate any chance to help the 
environment, but even some 
smokers were put off by the 
idea of reusing somebody 
else’s cigarette, according to 
a self-proclaimed puffer.

“It kind of sounds dis-
gusting,” said Brittany Ber-
gel, a Downtown resident 
who this newspaper spoke 
to while she strolled Fifth 
Avenue.

WORKING HIS BUTTS OFF: Paul Lotter, who maintains Park Slope 
streets in conjunction with the nabe’s Fifth Avenue Business Im-
provement District, installed cigarette-recycling receptacles that 
turn the fi lth into functional goods along the thoroughfare last 
week. Community News Group / Colin Mixson

VICE TO VIRTUE
Biz group’s program recycles cigarette butts

Extra! Extra!
Read all about it!

Local news
BrooklynDaily.com
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BY BILL PARRY
It’s the rail deal.

Proponents of the may-
or’s plan to build a $2.5-bil-
lion trolly line connecting 
Brooklyn and the outer bor-
ough of Queens unveiled on 
Monday a true-to-size model 
of the system’s streetcars in 
front of a crowd of city offi -
cials and other local leaders 
at the Brooklyn Navy Yard. 
The reveal offered the group 
a glimpse of the future if the 
14-mile Brooklyn Queens Con-
nector is approved, accord-
ing to a main supporter of the 
transit initiative.

“Today we’re providing 
New Yorkers with their fi rst 
real taste of what the BQX 
would look and feel like, and 
calling on the city to bring 
light-rail service to areas long 
underserved by reliable mass 
transit,” said Ya-Ting Liu, the 
executive director of advocacy 
group Friends of the Brooklyn 
Queens Connector.

Backers of the project 
showcased a 46-foot Citadis 
405 car, which workers con-
structed in France before 
shipping it to Kings County. 
The vessel contained 23 seats 
for would-be straphangers in 
addition to padded rails that 

fatigued commuters can lean 
on,   according to a New York 
Post report .

Mayor DeBlasio  fi rst an-
nounced the ambitious light-
rail line  — which would con-
nect transit-starved nabes 
along the waterfront from 
Sunset Park to Queens and is 
still in its planning stages — 
last year.

Borough President Ad-
ams, who said he supported 
the Brooklyn Queens Connec-
tor in principle after Hizzoner 
proposed it, echoed that stance 
at the streetcar unveiling, not-
ing how the service would 
bring public transportation 
to areas that need it most, but 
that sorting the plan’s fi ner 
points will be key to getting it 
off the ground.

“At my inauguration nearly 
four years ago, I laid out a vi-
sion for a new transportation 
link for Brooklyn’s water-
front, a line to connect histori-
cally underserved transit des-
erts. That vision is captured 
by the BQX proposal,” the 
beep said. “To be sure, there 
are key details that need reso-
lution before this project can 
advance. I am confi dent that 
the city can work productively 
in a community-led process on 

issues such as route design, fi -
nancing structure, and MTA 
fare integration.”

But  some transportation 
experts blasted the idea fol-
lowing its announcement , 
claiming proponents market 
the trolley as a service for 
low-income residents in tran-
sit-starved nabes, but that it 
will actually benefi t wealthy 
property owners along its pro-
posed routes — which traverse 
Williamsburg, Fort Greene, 
Downtown, and Red Hook — 
and  could require banning 
traffi c on certain streets and 
building new bridges .

The pros also questioned 
the mayor’s claim that the 
tram will pay for itself via 
increased property taxes, ar-
guing there would need to be 
a ton of new development in 
certain nabes in order for that 
to happen, and suggested the 
proposed funds for the project 
instead be invested in upgrad-
ing and expanding the city’s 
current transit system.

The Brooklyn Queens Con-
nector proposal still faces a 
lengthy public-approval pro-
cess. If it gets the green light, 
construction could begin in 
2019 with service scheduled to 
start in 2024.

A STREETCAR NAMED ‘INSPIRE’: Supporters of the Brooklyn Queens Connector on Monday revealed a life-
size prototype of the streetcars for the $2.5-billion light-rail system connecting Brooklyn and Queens, giving 
locals a glimpse of the future if the project is approved. Community News Group / Bill Parry

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re building on a prayer.

Faith leaders from a Fort Greene 
congregation on Nov. 9 revealed 
their plan to erect a new 13-story 
building of so-called affordable 
housing on S. Portland Avenue, 
which supports the church’s char-
itable work in the nabe, said a rep 
for the developer working with the 
house of worship.

“They are not doing this to make 
money, they are providing housing 
for the neighborhood,” said Michael 
Rooney, a project manager with 
MDG Design and Construction. 
“The church knows, and I know, 
that God is in control of all things, 
and they’ve been praying about 
what’s best.”

Leaders of the Hanson Place 
Seventh-day Adventist Church told 
locals they want to raze the orga-
nization’s old three-story commu-
nity center at 142–150 S. Portland 
Ave. between Hanson and S. Elliott 
places — which currently houses a 
soup kitchen as well as youth-men-
toring and women’s programs — to 
make way for a 135-foot residential 
building with a new ground-fl oor 
space for locals to gather and a be-
low-ground medical facility.

But because the area’s current 
zoning laws prohibit buildings from 
breaching nine stories, the city 
must fi rst up-zone a swath of land 
generally bounded by S. Portland 
Avenue, Hanson Place, and S. Elliot 
Place — which contains the develop-
ment site and other lots — in order 
to allow construction of up-to-14-
story high-rises.

The change would also give de-
velopers a free pass to build com-
mercial storefronts on the fi rst fl oor 
of Hanson Place   buildings within 
the re-zoned area, according to an 
attorney who specializes in zoning 
law.

“It would allow them to have a 
ground fl oor bakery, restaurant, a 
retail store,” said Richard Lobel, 
who is representing the church.

The new tower would offer 100 
apartments through the city’s hous-
ing lottery that are divided into 
three income-based affordability 
tiers. Twenty-fi ve units would be 
priced at 60 percent of the area’s me-
dian income —  around $48,676 ac-
cording to data from the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau  — another 25 would be 
offered at 100 percent, and the last 
50 would be at 130 percent.

Potential renters making roughly 
$30,000 could apply for a $761-per-
month studio at the lowest tier, 
while individuals making roughly 

$72,000 could move into a $1,807-per-
month studio at the highest.

Church offi cials also want to pro-
vide eight units of Section 8 housing 
— apartments for low-income people 
that are partially paid for with gov-
ernment-issued subsidies, accord-
ing to Rooney.

But a handful of locals demanded 
the clergy and developers go back to 
the drawing board, claiming most 
of the units are merely market-rate 
housing in sheep’s clothing.

“It’s not affordable, you’re dis-
guising the fact,” said Fort Greener 
Sandy Reiburn.

Other residents applauded the 
proposal, however, citing the need 
for cheaper residences in a nabe 
where skyrocketing rents continue 
to displace long-time residents. 

“Despite these number games 
I’m hearing, that is 100 percent af-
fordable by today’s standards,” said 
S. Eric Blackwell. “I am with this 
project as long as it continues to re-
fl ect our local needs.”

Community Board 2’s Land Use 
Committee will review the proposal 
at a to-be-determined public hear-
ing that kicks off the fi rst stage of 
the project’s full Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure. The full board 
will then vote on it, followed by the 
borough president, the Department 
of City Planning, Council, and fi -
nally Mayor DeBlasio.

Local clergy propose 
divine development

PRAYING FOR IT: Leaders of a Fort Greene 
church on Nov. 9 revealed their plan to 
build a 13-story building with 100 units of 
affordable housing and a community cen-
ter. MDG Design and Construction 

TROLLEY-HO!
Advocates of BQX tram line reveal life-size streetcar model  
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THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK
is pleased to announce 

3 convenient locations with a new offi ce in Midwood.
THE PREMIERE VASCULAR CENTER IN NEW YORK

IS THE ONLY COMPREHENSIVE CENTER
THAT SPECIALIZES IN 

VASCULAR MEDICINE AND SURGERY
ENRICO ASCHER, MD

ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP

SHEILA BLUMBERG, VS

NATALIE MARKS, MD

ANIL HINGORANI, MD

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11235

Midwood:
2523 Kings Highway 
Suite 1C
Brooklyn, NY 11229

Boro Park:
960 50th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219

718-438-3800

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re not sold on these street 
changes.

The city must hit the brakes on 
 a plan to add dedicated bus lanes 
to a stretch of Fulton Street span-
ning Fort Greene and Clinton Hill  
because the people-mover’s paths 
will hurt local establishments by 
cutting street parking and further 
congesting the already crowded 
commercial strip, according to 
owners of businesses along the 
thoroughfare.

“It’s going to impact a lot of 
businesses, not just mine. They’re 
taking a lot of parking spaces 
away from us,” said Rocky Widdi, 
who runs the Key Food grocery 
store between St. James and Cam-
bridge places. “Deliveries are go-
ing to be almost impossible, and 
it’s not going to help traffi c. I just 
think it’s a terrible idea. Every-
body is upset.”

The Department of Trans-
portation is planning to divide a 
Downtown-bound swath of Fulton 
Street from Greene to Grand av-
enue and a Bedford-Stuyvesant-

bound stretch from Lafayette Av-
enue to St. James Place — both 
of which now accommodate mov-
ing vehicles and parked cars — in 
two, creating dedicated travel and 
curbside bus lanes on each side of 
the road.

And in order for the B25 and 
B26 buses to cruise the new peo-
ple-mover’s paths without getting 
stuck in rush-hour traffi c, agency 
offi cials said they must prohibit 
street parking between 7 and 10 
am on the Downtown-bound side 
of the thoroughfare, and between 
2 and 7 pm on the Bedford-Stuyve-
sant-bound side.

The new lanes are an exten-
sion of already-in-place bus paths 
on Fulton Street, which run from 
Boerum Place in Downtown to 
Lafayette Avenue.

The city’s  current plan  fol-
lowed a February proposal that 
called for even more no-parking 
hours along the new bus lanes, 
which Community Board 2 mem-
bers demanded the agency return 
to the drawing board with.

Transit honchos then came 

back suggesting the reduced park-
ing limitations in June, which 
they claimed are necessary to 
ease the fl ow of traffi c and miti-
gate double-parking on Fulton 
Street.

Members of CB2’s Transpor-
tation and Executive committees 
both voted in favor of the agen-
cy’s revised proposal that month, 
according to the panel’s district 
manager, who said the full board 
did not vote because the plan was 
presented during its summer re-
cess.

But the parking restrictions 
will harm local businesses that 
need to receive daily deliveries, 
according to an opponent, who 
said that establishments could be 
penalized as a result of the con-
straints.

“It’s a ticket sting, because 
trucks will be forced to stop and 
try to make deliveries,” said 
Schellie Hagan, who organized a 
protest against the planned bus 
lanes outside the Fulton Street 
Key Food on Nov. 16. “The small 
businesses seem to always be 

taking a beating from the city 
in terms of regulations and fi nes 
and all, and this is the latest is-
sue.”

And another entrepreneur 
who owns a restaurant on the 
thoroughfare said he’s also wor-
ried about the changes, because 
they will complicate his patrons’ 
ability to fi nd spots in a nabe 
that’s already desperate for more 
parking.

“There’s not so much park-
ing area around here,” said Yucel 
Yuksel, the owner of Mediterra-
nean eatery Deniz between S. El-
liott and Fort Greene places.

In addition to the dedicated 
people-mover lanes, the city will 
also add painted sidewalk exten-
sions that shorten pedestrian 
crossings at seven Fulton Street 
intersections between S. Portland 
and Grand avenues as part of its 
plan, according to information 
from the transportation depart-
ment.

The agency will begin work 
later this month, a spokeswoman 
said.

LANE, LANE GO AWAY: Rocky Widdi, 
who runs the Key Food grocery store, 
is among the Fulton Street shopkeep-
ers who said the new bus lanes will 
negatively affect their businesses.
 Photo by Zoe Freilich 

Life in fast lane is bad business
Fort Greene entrepreneurs claim new Fulton Street bus routes will hurt bottom lines
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FREEZE AWAY 
YOUR FAT!
ELIMINATE FAT WITH COOLSCULPTING®,
THE WORLD’S #1 NON-INVASIVE
FAT REMOVAL TREATMENT

CoolSculpting is an FDA-cleared treatment that uses 
controlled cooling to eliminate fat without surgery or 
downtime. And with 95% customer satisfaction, you’ll 
love the results of CoolSculpting every time you look 
in the mirror.

Our CoolSculpting Specialist will tailor a treatment plan 
designed to achieve your desired results.

This is a limited time offer so call us today!

Call today to schedule
your FREE consultation.

Khrom Dermatology and Aesthetics
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl, Brooklyn NY, 11235

855-454-7666
www.khromMD.com
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Local operatic trailblazer Marie 
Cantoni passed away on Oct. 28 
at the age of 86.

Cantoni founded the  Regina 
Opera Company  in 1970 with her 
neighbor, Nick Tierno, after she 
learned that Tierno’s brother 
sang opera as a tenor and had 
no place to perform.  Cantoni 
went on to transform the com-
pany into a renowned local fa-
vorite, beloved by both Brook-
lynites and opera-lovers beyond 
the borough alike for its afford-
able pricing and professional 
productions  — which gained ac-
claim even in their school-audi-
torium venues.

Cantoni and Tierno began 
staging small concerts at the 
Regina Pacis Youth Center in 
Dyker Heights, staging their 
first full opera — Giuseppe Ver-
di’s three-act “La Traviata” — to 
piano accompaniment in 1971. 
But over time, the company 
grew to regularly draw crowds 
of around 300 people to classic 
productions like “Madame But-
terfly,” “Marriage of Figaro,” 
and “Carmen.” 

The company even attracted 
now-famous singers to its stage 
before they got their profes-
sional starts:  Dolora Zajick, who 
went on to become an acclaimed 
mezzo-soprano with the Met-
ropolitan Opera, tested out her 
lungs with the Regina Opera in 
1980, before it even featured a 
full orchestra.  

The company also became 
known for presenting operas 
in their original languages and 
 projecting their own unofficial 
English translations above the 
stage for audiences to follow 
during the shows  — a practice 
not commonly found outside 
of performances staged by the 
Metropolitan or New York City 
operas, according to Cantoni. 
And even when the company 
faced tough times and was on 
the verge of closing in the 1970s 

and ’80s, the heritage of the 
Dyker Heights neighborhood 
that Cantoni called home helped 
her and her performers sustain 
their success over time,  she told 
this paper in 2010.  

“You do a show where you 
sing Italian opera in an Italian 
neighborhood — the people just 
come,” Cantoni said.

Cantoni joined three older 
siblings when she was born 
at her Brooklyn home on 75th 
Street between 11th and 12th 
avenues in November 1930. She 
went on to attend PS 176 and New 
Utrecht High School. In 1957, she 
married her first-grade sweet-
heart, Matthew Cantoni, and 
soon gave birth to her daughter 
Linda in 1958. Her son Mark fol-
lowed two years later. 

Cantoni stayed involved with 
the Regina Opera Company, di-

recting it as a labor of love — for 
which she was never paid — un-
til she retired a few years ago. 
Her daughter, Linda, began di-
recting operas at the company 
in 1986, and now serves on the 
board of directors and as the 

executive vice president, secre-
tary, and legal advisor.  

 Marie Cantoni told the 
Brooklyn Paper  that her love 
for opera began as a child, when 
she would listen to radio perfor-
mances by the Metropolitan Op-

era with her mother. 
“Every Saturday morning, 

my mother and I would listen 
to ‘Live from the Met’ on the ra-
dio — this was in the 1930s,” she 
said. “My mother would trans-
late the singing for us. I was 6- 
or 7-years-old, and I enjoyed the 
music. It was exciting, and could 
be touching.”

And according to Cantoni’s 
daughter, Linda, even though 
her mother was too shy to ap-
pear on stage, she threw herself 
into her work any other way she 
could.

“Mom did just about every-
thing for the company except 
sing  — casting, scenery, set 
decoration, furniture, props, 
costumes, accounting, public-
ity, box office, administration — 
you name it,” she said. “She was 
amazingly creative and could 
draw, paint, sew and wield a 
hammer with the best of them.”

 Cantoni said in 2010 that she 
doubted her idea to start the Re-
gina Opera Company from the 
beginning , but that her work 
ethic and love for the art of op-
era kept her in it for the long 
haul. 

“Me, start an opera com-
pany?” she said. “I thought it 
was crazy, I can’t even read mu-
sic! But I loved it and I was will-
ing to work hard.”

If you missed catching a per-
formance with the Regina Op-
era Company in Cantoni’s hey-
day, have no fear, for the show 
must go on. You can catch the 
company’s performance of the 
same show they started with 
46 years ago, “La Traviata,” on 
four dates in November in Sun-
set Park.

“La Traviata” at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Catholic Acad-
emy (5902 Sixth Ave. between 
59th and 60th streets in Sunset 
Park, www.reginaopera.org). 
Nov. 18, 19, 25, and 26 at 3 pm. 
$25 ($20, seniors and students 
under 25-years-old).

SWAN SONG: (Above) Marie Cantoni, 
founder of the Dyker Heights Regina 
Opera Company, died on Oct. 28 at the 
age of 86. (Right) Alexis Cregger sings 
in a Regina Opera production of  Gaeta-
no Donizetti’s “Lucia di Lammermoor.” 

They’re singing her praises in Dyker
Marie Cantoni, founder of Brooklyn institution Regina Opera Company, dies at 86
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Bring your MRI
for an 
evaluation
by our doctor.
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BY REBECCA MCCARTHY
Skates alive!

Red Hook residents 
cheered a plan to turn the 
old blacktop ball fi eld in-
side a green space near 
the Battery Tunnel into a 
skate park where local kids 
can safely shred at meet-
ing with city offi cials, ac-
cording to an attendee who 
called the paved pitch “old-
fashioned.”

“The neighborhood 
would be lucky to have some-
thing like a skate park,” said 
Red Hooker Trace Crutch-
fi eld. “The playground al-
ways seemed like kind of a 
dead end.”

The group of residents, 
pols, and other leaders gath-
ered inside Harold Ickes 
Playground on Hamilton 
Avenue near Van Brunt 
Street on Nov. 3 to discuss 
the transformation, which 
kicked-off with the installa-
tion of a temporary “pump 
track” — a path that simu-

lates a BMX trail — that 
was set up for the occasion. 
Neighbors offered further 
suggestions for the in-devel-
opment shredders’ sanctu-
ary, which included several 
standard skate-park accou-
trements, according to an-
other local.

“They wanted a bowl — 
they called it a pool, but I 
think it’s usually called a 
bowl — and a pyramid with 
a platform,” said Amy Jost, 
who brought her husband, 
3-year-old daughter, and 
1-year-old son to the session. 
“And a lot of people wanted 
to see things for grinding 
and what have you.”

Teenage members of the 
Red Hook Initiative commu-
nity center began working 
with city offi cials in 2015 on 
plans to convert the painted 
fi eld into an oasis for skaters, 
and the project was green-lit 
after Borough President Ad-
ams pledged his support and 
$1 million to fund the make-

over as part of a $7.7-million 
investment in parks that he 
announced in September.

Two councilmen each 
matched the beep’s million-
dollar contribution, allocat-
ing $3 million in total to the 
project, which one pol said 
would never have happened 
were it not for the kids’ per-
sistence.

“Harold Ickes Park will 
get a skate park because 
of Red Hook youth leader-
ship,” said Councilman Car-
los Menchaca (D–Red Hook), 
who pledged funds along 
with Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope). 
“This success is an exam-
ple of what happens when a 
community gets informed, 
organizes, and presents a 
clear vision for elected lead-
ers to fulfi ll.”

Department of Parks and 
Recreation offi cials will fi -
nalize the design for the 
park over the next year or 
so, and then present their 

plans to the local commu-
nity board for review, ac-
cording to Brooklyn Parks 
Commissioner Martin Ma-
her, who said the entire proj-
ect will take about two to 
three years to complete.

The skate-park site sits 
directly above Battery Tun-
nel, which constricts design 
options, and Maher said 
that any bowl, for instance, 

will have to be constructed 
above ground rather than 
in-ground.

“We’re going to be build-
ing up, rather than digging 
down,” he said.

Jost, the local, also 
pointed out that anything 
built should still allow resi-
dents who cut through the 
park on their way to work to 
continue to do so.

“It’s a big commuter pass 
through,” she said.

And there will still be 
room for some old-school 
fun, according to Jost, who 
said the park’s existing 
handball court will not be 
affected by the incoming 
skating facilities.

“Kids still need a place to 
be able to buy a dollar ball 
and play,” she said.

HALFPIPE DREAMS
Locals, pols plan Hook skate park’s design

COMING THROUGH!: Brooklyn Parks Commissioner Martin Maher, right, learned to shred at the design 
meeting for the new skate park in Red Hook’s Harold Ickes Playground on Nov. 3. Photo by Erin Lefevre
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
It’s a color-blind care package.

Members of two Islamic faith-
based associations on Nov. 10 an-
nounced a massive shipment of 
goods to Puerto Rican hurricane 
victims following a several-week 
donation drive that the groups’ 
leaders spearheaded in the Mus-
lim community, which sprung to 
action to help its fellow citizens 
after the disasters, said an orga-
nizer.

“We are Muslim Americans 
and, like anyone else in this coun-
try, when the time comes we step 
up to help our citizens,” said Offi -
cer Adeel Rana, a member of the 
New York Police Department’s 

Muslim Offi cers Society.
Cops in the offi cers society part-

nered with honchos at the city’s Is-
lamic Circle of North America — a 
faith-based charity — to conduct 
the drive, for which they enlisted 
the leaders of city mosques and 
other religious facilities to help 
them gather thousands of goods 
including canned foods, bottled 
water, and hygiene products.

Reps from each association re-
vealed the results of the collection 
outside a Gowanus warehouse, 
which a generous do-gooder of-
fered as a storage space for the 
items until organizers can get 
them to the island, according to 
Rana.

Muslims offer storm relief

ALL AMERICANS: Members of the New York Police Department’s Muslim Offi cers 
Society and the Islamic Circle of North America on Nov. 10 announced a shipment 
of goods to Puerto Rican hurricane victims. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It was a bright night for a local 
fi lm legend!

Stars lit up the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music on Nov. 11 for the 
premiere of Spike Lee’s new Net-
fl ix television series, “She’s Gotta 
Have It,” which is based on the 
director’s beloved Brooklyn-set 
movie. And though the famous 
fi lmmaker no longer lives in his 
native Fort Greene, he wanted to 
celebrate his special night at the 
nabe’s esteemed arts hub, his wife 
said.

“To be able to do it at such an 
iconic place as BAM was great,” 
said Tonya Lewis Lee, who is 
also an executive producer of the 
series. “It was  such a beautiful 
space to do the premiere with a 
crowd from Brooklyn.”

The 10-episode show stars ac-
tress DeWanda Wise as protago-
nist Nola Darling — also the tit-
ular character of Lee’s 1986 fi lm 
— and tells the story of a young 
woman maintaining relationships 
with three lovers, a plot Lewis Lee 
said will appeal to many viewers.

“As someone said to me that 

night, everybody can fi nd a char-
acter to identify with in the show,” 
she said.

The program’s director and 
stars lined the event’s red carpet, 
including Lee, Wise and Anthony 
Ramos — an alum of the Broad-
way hit “Hamilton” who portrays 
Mars Blackmon on the new show.

Critics lauded Lee’s original 

movie as boundary-pushing for 
its dialogue about black female 
sexuality, and the new series’s ex-
ecutive producer said she looks 
forward to the conversations it 
will spark.

“I can’t wait until it comes out. 
I can’t wait for people to see it, 
binge it, talk about it,” Lewis Lee 
said.

And hosting a homecoming 
for Lee — who now lives in Man-
hattan but keeps Fort Greene of-
fi ces for his production company, 
40 Acres and a Mule Filmworks 
— was an honor, according to a 
Brooklyn Academy of Music hon-
cho, who praised the director’s 
latest work for its creativity and 
focus on important local issues.

“It was an honor to host the 
premiere of Spike Lee’s new work 
at BAM,” said Gina Duncan, the 
cultural space’s associate vice 
president of cinema. “Grappling 
with issues like black female sexu-
ality and gentrifi cation, the show 
builds on many of the themes pre-
sented in Lee’s early work.”

“She’s Gotta Have It” debuts on 
Netfl ix on Thanksgiving day.

A cinematic return
Spike Lee debuts new boro-based series at Fort Greene theater

SHE’S GOT IT!: Actress DeWanda 
Wise, who portrays the series’s pro-
tagonist Nola Darling, walked the red 
carpet at the event. 
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 
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O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY LEAH LU
This longtime teacher just hit triple digits!

A crowd of more than 50 people crammed 
into Brooklyn Heights Italian standby Noo-
dle Pudding on Nov. 12 to ring in a native 
daughter’s 100th birthday at a bash where 
celebrants young and old toasted centenar-
ian Bertha Lowitt’s long and wholesome 
life of service, according to her daughter.

“It was just a wonderful experience that 
united relatives and friends from vari-
ous circles,” said Susan Dowling, whose 
mother turned 100-years-old on Nov. 1. “We 
had a lovely time celebrating a person who 
is strong and incredible.”

Lowitt, who was born in Williamsburg 
and now resides in Brooklyn Heights, 
spent much of the past century serving her 
neighbors, Dowling said. She worked as a 
school secretary for years before becom-
ing an educator at the Museum of Jewish 
Heritage, in Manhattan, where she helped 
start the institution’s educational-resource 
program nearly 20 years ago, according to 
her daughter, who said her mother’s jobs 
at various learning facilities inspired her 
and her son to pursue their own paths as 
teachers.   

“It’s always been vital in my family to 
give back to your community in any way 
you can — especially in Brooklyn, where 
we’ve grown up our whole lives,” said 
Dowling, who ended her 47-year career in 
education when she retired two years ago. 
“It’s important to teach your curriculum, 
but also to impart your understanding of 
the world and your desire to make it a bet-
ter place for your students.”

And even though Lowitt no longer 

strolls the halls of schools or museums, she 
still fi nds ways to broaden her mind and 
those of people around her, according to 
her daughter.

“My mom is always reading. She still 
reads the New York Times from cover to 
cover, and is a member of the book club 
in our building,” Dowling said. “She’s al-
ways been dedicated to peace movements 
and working towards equality for people, 
and she brought me up like that, too. As 
one of my cousins wrote on Facebook, she’s 
always been an amazing role model to her 
family.”

HAPPY BERTHA-DAY!: The birthday girl admired her strawberry-topped cake at a party celebrating 
her milestone year in Brooklyn Heights on Nov. 12. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

What a life!
Brooklyn native celebrates 100 years

FAMILY AFFAIR: Centenarian Bertha Lowitt, seat-
ed, rang in her 100th birthday with her grandson 
Jon Dowling, far left, daughter Susan Dowling, 
center right, and son-in-law Thomas Dowling, far 
right, at a bash at Italian restaurant Noodle Pud-
ding. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Drawing: Monday,
November 20th

WIN A

GIFT
CARD50 $

 SUNDAY, NOV. 19

$$199199
lb.lb.

11/15 7AM -11/21 7PM
15 16 17 18 19 20 21SALE STARTS

Butter

Comice PearsNavel Oranges

22 55$$
forfor

TROPICAL

Flour

Tomatoes
On The Vine

Iceberg Lettuce

D

Craisins

$$299299
Mozzarella

D

D

$$299299 $$199199
Ricotta

Clementines

¢¢8989

Onions

Garnett Yams

Fresh Cranberries

77forfor

$$199199

1010forfor
lb. baglb. bag

$$349349

$$139139

599599$$

lb.lb.

$$119119

lb.lb.

$$129129

GREAT DEAL!

Apple Cider
$$199199

SPECIAL!

D

$$349349Pies

ORGANIC ¢¢7979lb.lb.

DELICIOUS!

Walnuts
$$259259

lb.lb.

CATERERS

8015/23 13th 718–331–2900 www.siricos.net

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, 

Cocktail, and Buffet options with a Homestyle flair.
Book your next Business, Luncheon, Family Reunion 

or Holiday Party 
today...
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BY COLIN MIXSON
This shop is O Live and 
well!

A Park Slope purveyor of 
fi ne olive oils triumphed in 
a David-versus-Goliath le-
gal battle against a national 
association of other liquid-
fat merchants, according 
to the shop’s owner, who 
boasted of his victory after 
being sued for claiming his 
specialty cooking products 
are superior to cheaper, 
grocery-store varieties.

“We fought against the 
big guy and we won,” said 
Greg Bernarducci, who 
owns O Live Brooklyn on 
Fifth Avenue between Ster-
ling and St. Johns places.

The New Jersey-based 
North American Olive Oil 
Association — which rep-
resents companies that pro-
duce 55–60 percent of all ol-
ive oil sold in the country, 
according to court docu-
ments —  fi led suit against 
the fruit-fat seller , its sup-
plier Veronica Foods Com-
pany, and several other 
New York State purveyors 
of the Mediterranean pan-
try staple in federal court 
last year.

Lawyers for Big Olive 
Oil accused O Live Brook-
lyn of false advertising for 
marketing its California-
sourced products’ health 
benefi ts — chiefl y, a lower 
risk of heart disease — as 
far superior to those of less 
expensive varieties typi-
cally found at grocers such 

as Key Food and C-Town.
The suit also alleged that 

 the local olive shop’s prod-
ucts’ “Ultra Premium” des-
ignation  — a label only ap-
plied to items sold through 
Veronica Foods — is a self-
invented moniker that 
dupes consumers into buy-
ing more of that distribu-
tor’s oils because it implies 
the goods are certifi ed by 
an independent party.

But Bernarducci and 
his fellow defendants stood 
by their $20 bottles, insist-
ing the oil within is held 
to a higher standard and 
that there is nothing ille-
gal about promoting the 
benefi ts of the so-called 
premium California-made 
cooking compliment, the 
shopkeeper said.

“We’re trying to help 
people know what good ol-
ive oil tastes like,” Bernar-
ducci said.

The olive-oil trade associ-
ation ultimately lost the case 
because it had no right to 

restaurant bar

New Private Party Room 
Available

Late Night 
Menu
Sunday 
to Friday

Brunch on
Saturdays

& Sundays
11am to 3pm

JUSTICE IS SERVED: Bernar-
ducci celebrated with some of 
his fi nest “Ultra Premium” olive 
oil. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The police department’s Har-
bor Unit and scuba teams re-
covered a black Toyota RAV4 
with the body of a 54-year-old 
man inside from the water just 
south of the 69th Street Pier on 
Thursday around 12:45 pm, po-
lice said. 

Three days earlier, on Mon-
day morning, the car careened 
down the Pier and flew into the 

water just after 1 am,  the New 
York Post reported .

A witness who was fishing 
at the end of the pier told the 
Post that the car looked like 
it was going between 60 and 70 
miles per hour and only took 
about 10 seconds to speed down 
the pier, zooming around ta-
bles and a 9/11 monument and 
plowing through one of six 
metal stanchions. 

Divers from the fire de-
partment searched the waters 
shortly after the car launched 
into the water that night, but 
did not find any victims.   

The recovered victim, as-
sumed to be the driver, has 
not yet been identified, and 
police said the medical exam-
iner will determine the cause 
of death.

 — with Georgine Benvenuto 

Police recover car three days after 
fatal plunge off 69th Street Pier

FINALLY FOUND: The police department’s Harbor Unit recovered a black Toyota with 
a 54-year-old male victim inside from the waters just south of the 69th Street Pier on 
Nov. 9. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Slick victory 
Local mom-and-pop triumphs 

over Big Olive Oil in lawsuit

Continued on page 15
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PASTARIA

717 86th Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializ ing in homemade
pasta & grandma-style piz za

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram

We accommodate up to 100 guests
Buffet or sit down

Off-premise catering available
Private room available 

718-238-0030

MONDAYS TUESDAYS WEDNESDAYS

SATURDAYSFRIDAYSTHURSDAYS

1/2 PRICE WINGS & 
BUCKET SPECIALS 

7PM-CLOSE

STEAK NIGHT 
& DRINKS SPECIAL

FISH FRIDAYS
HAPPY HOUR 5-8PM

DJ 10PM

PRIME RIB 
SPECIAL

DJ 10PM

TACO TUESDAYS!
BULLDOG’S MARGARITA 

& SANGRIA SPECIAL

2 FOR 1 
BURGERS!
IN HOUSE ONLY

FOOTBALL SUNDAY’S: 

FOR 
PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

CALL
718-238-9260 

Thanksgiving 
Day 

Bar Opens 
at 7pm

www.hunterssteakhouse.com
RESERVE EARLY FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES

 .........................$9.95
 ............$9.95

 .........................................$8.95
 ........................................$9.95

 ..................................$8.95
 

 Chicken Corn Chowder, or Salad of Baby Greens with Balsamic Vinaigrette

 
.............................................................................

  .............................
  ................................

  ...........................
  ......................................$27.95

 

*All Guest Checks Subject to Sales Tax of 8.875% & Gratuity of 18%

LIVE 
MUSIC 
EVERY 
WEEKEND

sue on behalf of its various 
clients, according to Judge 
Arthur Spatt, who said the 
group had no evidence to 
prove the oil shillers it reps 
were “uniformly harmed” 
by the defendants’ claims.

Spatt’s decision still al-
lows the association’s indi-

vidual clients to sue O Live 
Brooklyn, however, and 
the group’s executive direc-
tor hinted that lawyers are 
searching for strategies to si-
lence the local olive hawker.

“We disagree strongly 
with the conclusion and 
are considering all options 
at this point,” said Joseph 
Profaci.

But Bernarducci’s at-
torney said his client is not 

bruised by the prospect of 
future litigation, because 
his specialty liquid-fat is as 
life-enhancing as he claims 
it to be.

“It’s possible for indi-
vidual members to sue, 
but in my opinion it’s un-
likely,” said Richard Shu-
rin. “When you look at the 
merits of the case, I think 
all the statements made are 
in fact true.”

BIG OLIVE 
Continued from page 14 

Rogue raccoon
Police carried away a pregnant raccoon 
from the backyard of an Avenue U daycare 
center on Nov. 6. 
A teacher at A to Z Daycare Center spot-
ted the wild critter who looked like she was 
ready to pop with her pups at any moment, 
said Jayne Lipkovich, who runs the pre-
school between Bragg and Coyle streets. 
“She was hiding there, I guess to give birth 
or something,” said Lipkovich. 
The rotund raccoon put up a tough fi ght 
when police tried to maneuver her in the 
cage to haul her off the daycare center’s 
grounds, but they eventually caged her and 
brought her back to the wild.
 Photo by Paul Martinka
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and injured hundreds 
more.

“As we’ve sadly 
seen — both in our 
own city and on an in-
ternational level — ve-
hicles are increasingly 
being used in high-pe-
destrian-traffic areas 
as weapons to attack 
the public,” Treyger 
said. “Securing the 
entries to these areas 
with retractable, for-
tified bollards is an 
important measure of 
protection that still 
enables access for au-
thorized vehicles. 
Our city must do ev-
erything in its power 
to make sure we are 
keeping people safe.”

Deutsch said in a 
statement that the Oct. 
31 attack — the deadli-
est in city since the 9-11 
attacks — made the 
speedy installation of 
the Boardwalk protec-
tions imperative be-
cause they would help 

prevent car attacks on 
the iconic beachfront 
walkway, which sees 
more than 14 million 
visitors a year.

“This attack has 
demonstrated that we 
must be ultra-vigilant, 
and take necessary 
precautions to protect 
New Yorkers,” said 
Deutsch. “Retractable 
safety bollards would 
provide security on 
the boardwalk from 
the threat of vehicle 
attacks.”

Both Treyger and 
Deutsch have been 
calling for protective 
bollards at the Board-
walk since April, af-
ter a truck attack in 
Stockholm killed four 
people.

Local civic leaders 
have also been voicing 
their concerns about 
boardwalk safety be-
ginning of this year, 
according to the head 
of the Alliance for Co-
ney Island, who said 
the space should be 
completely closed to 
cars in order to make 

it safer for pedestri-
ans. 

“ N o n - e m e r g e n c y 
vehicles do not need 
access to the Board-
walk and it really 
should be a safe, pe-
destrian-only zone,” 
said Alexandra Silver-
smith.

The Boardwalk is 
under the jurisdiction 
of the Parks Depart-
ment, which received 
the letter on Nov. 9, 
a spokeswoman con-
firmed. 

She added that the 
department has not 
yet done any cost es-
timates or feasibil-
ity studies on adding 
bollards to the Board-
walk. 

The police depart-
ment directed all 
questions to the De-
partment of Transpor-
tation, which manages 
the installation of the 
bollards. It has not yet 
responded to a request 
for comment.

The mayor’s office 
did not respond to a 
request for comment.

“Sugar cane is drunk all 
over the islands, and around 
the world,” she said. “We are a 
different kind of brewery and 
this is something we planned 
to do for the longest time.”

In the usual brewing pro-
cess, grains are cooked until 
they release sugars, and yeast 
ferments that sugar into alco-
hol. Island to Island skips the 
cooking process, pressing sug-
arcane in water and ferment-
ing the result for three weeks. 
Oliver said that this  process 
create a distinctive Caribbean 
fl avor.

“It actually doesn’t take 
three weeks but that’s how 
long we wanted it fermented,” 
she said. “We wanted it to have 
a nice strong taste, but still 
get sugarcane fl avor with a 
nice quantity of alcohol by vol-
ume.”

Visitors to the brewery’s 
taproom may be puzzled by the 
beer, but they are major fans of 
its peculiar taste, she said.

“They are enthralled by 
it. People have been amazed 
and are really trying fi gure 

out how we have a sugarcane 
beer,” said Oliver. “They’re cu-
rious because there’s no grain 
in it, and shocked that some-
thing as enjoyable as sugar-
cane can even be made into a 
beer.”

The House of Juice gained 
fermenting experience by cre-
ating kombucha, ginger beer, 
and apple cider before moving 
into alcoholic beverages. And 
more island-inspired ales are 
on the way, said Oliver, with 
fl avors that include soursop, 
quenepas, and sorrel — all 
fruits and snacks commonly 
eaten in the Caribbean.

Between its juices, 
smoothies, ciders, kombucha, 

and Caribbean-inspired beers, 
Island to Island hopes to ap-
peal to all members of the Lit-
tle Caribbean neighborhood, 
whether they drink alcohol or 
not, said Oliver.

“It’s a mission of ours to get 
involved with our community 
and give them options when 
they go out to drink and have 
fun,” she said.

Island to Island Brewery 
[642 Rogers Ave. between Park-
side and Clarkson avenues 
in Prospect Lefferts Gardens, 
(646) 769–0490, www.island-
toislandbrewery.com]. Open 
Wed, Thu, 4–9 pm; Fri, 4 pm–
midnight; Sat, noon–midnight; 
Sun, noon–10 pm.

WE HAPPY BREW: The brewery’s taproom offers several varieties of 
beer and cider for its patrons.  Photo by Jason Speakman

BEER BOLLARDS

BY COLIN MIXSON
They’re patriotic painters!

A group of deft-handed veter-
ans showcased their artistic cre-
ations at a pop-up gallery at Brook-
lyn Public Library’s central branch 
on Nov. 8, which featured pieces 
they made as part of a therapy pro-
gram that allows soldiers who went 
to hell and back for their country 
to express themselves when words 
fail, according to a serviceman.

“It helps with being able to ex-
press things that you normally 

wouldn’t talk about, or are even 
willing to admit to yourself,” said 
Brooklyn-born Eugene Gallo, who 
lives on bucolic Staten Island and 
fought in the First Gulf War.

Gallo said that presenting his 
hand-made bird feeder at the show 
allowed him to address experiences 
that he kept secret for decades, even 
among his closest companions.

“That day, each artist had the 
option of speaking about their piece 
if they wanted to, and it just fl owed 
out of me,” he said. “I spoke of 

things I’ve never spoken about out 
loud before, to family, or friends.”

Vets who served in confl icts in-
cluding wars in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
the Persian Gulf, and Vietnam par-
ticipated in the event, exhibiting 
artworks in mediums such as pho-
tography, wood, collage, painting, 
and drawing.

And the pieces, all of which sol-
diers created in the Brooklyn Vet-
erans Association-run therapy 
program, also offered civilians a 
window into military life — a cul-

ture that has shrunk to include just 
one percent of Americans, accord-
ing to an art therapist who worked 
with the patriots.

“When I grew up, everyone was 

a veteran, and then, little by little, 
American society changed,” said 
Beryl Brenner. “This event was 
about historically recording who 
the veterans of our time are.”

Vets get gallery treatment
PRIVATE PICASSOS: (From left) Eugene Gallo exhibited a bird feeder he crafted 
as part of an art-therapy program run by the Brooklyn Veterans Association. 
George Robertson showed off a collage he made at the pop-up art show that 
featured soldiers’ creations at the Brooklyn Public Library’s central branch on 
Nov. 8. Photos by Caleb Caldwell

Continued from page 1 Continued from page 1 
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Health care has been in the headlines a lot lately. What does it mean 
to you? At MetroPlus, getting affordable health insurance for your family 

doesn’t have to be complicated. Thanks to all the new MetroPlus Community 
Offi ces, chances are we’re not far from you. We’re everywhere from the 

Staten Island Mall to Parkchester in the Bronx. Sunset Park in Brooklyn 
to Skyview Mall in Queens. For a full list of neighborhood locations, visit 

metroplus.org. Drop in for a visit! And yes, you can bring the kids!

SIGN UP IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!

Pick up kids from school
Buy Groceries
Get Health Care

Enroll by December 15 for coverage january 1
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sue as a priority,” he said. 
“The legislation is put-
ting the city on the spot to 
force them to do what they 
should be doing.”

Currently, once some-
one fi les a complaint about 
an  abandoned vehicle with-
out any plates , the Depart-
ment of Sanitation is sup-
posed to investigate within 
three days, tag it if it’s a 
complete wreck, and then 
remove it within another 
three days, according to a 
spokesman for New York’s 
Strongest. If it looks still in 
working order, then it’s up 
to the police department to 
haul it off, the spokesman 
said. And the police don’t 
have a time limit for tow-
ing away plateless cars.

The city has fallen short 
of its duties to address 

quality-of-life issues such 
as derelict cars dumped on 
the street, and it’s leaving 
locals fed up, said Maisel.

“The city is dealing 
with murders, burglar-
ies, things like that are the 
prime mission to take care 
of, but quality-of-life vio-
lations are very diffi cult 
for the people that I rep-
resent,” said Maisel, who 
recently counted 25 such 
cars parked along Paerde-
gat Ave North in Canarsie. 
“Four of fi ve cars without 
license plates on the street 
being use as a storage de-
pot, it’s infuriating.”

And those numbers are 
not a red herring — verbo-
ten vehicles are a top con-
cern in the local 63rd Pre-
cinct‚ whose offi cers have 
towed away more than 100 
cars in the last two months, 
said the command’s com-
munity affairs offi cer. 

“Chronic, abandoned 

vehicles is probably one 
of the top quality-of-life is-
sues in the precinct,” said 
Thomas Podd. “With num-
bers like that, it just shows 
you how many cars are out 
there.”

One reason the police 
aren’t quicker to haul away 
abandoned autos, accord-
ing to Maisel, is a shortage 
of tow trucks and a lack of 
space in impound yards.

Maisel’s bill would re-
quire the city to tow away 
plateless cars, or cars with 
expired plates, within 30 
days of a formal complaint 
— hiring outside contrac-
tors to do the towing, and 
renting extra storage space 
if necessary.

The legislation is likely 
stalled until the new year, 
however, when Maisel said 
he will have to reintroduce 
it, because the current 
Council session ends next 
month.

.1 mile was a breeze af-
ter the adrenaline kicked 
in and I got that runner’s 
high. That’s what run-
ning .2 miles is all about,” 
said Clinton Hill resi-
dent James Coker. “This 
is probably my proudest 
achievement.”

All of the competitors 
who paid $20 to partici-
pate in the fi rst-ever “New 
York Sorta Marathon” at 
McCarren Park came in 
fi rst place — except for two 
predetermined silver and 
bronze fi nishers whom the 
event’s founder asked to 
throw the race, Coker said, 
since every sporting event 
needs runners-up, too. But 
the Clinton Hill local, who 
placed third, said losing 
did not matter, because 
simply crossing the fi nish 
line was the real prize.

“For me, it’s not about 
when you fi nished. It’s the 
fact that you fi nished,” 
Coker said.

And taking the bronze 
medal was no easy feat, ac-
cording to the athlete, who 
said he put months’ worth 
blood, sweat, and tears into 
preparing for the contest.

“I try to run once a 
month. It’s important 
to have a regular regi-
men — 100, 200, 300 feet 
at a time,” he said. “Baby 
steps, you can’t just jump 

right in with serious dis-
tance racing.”

Another short-distance 
runner said he was over-
come with emotion after 
crossing a fi nish line he 
waited much of his life to 
reach.

“I feel like I’ve been car-
bo-loading for the last 25 
years, so, yeah, I trained,” 
said Will Nunziata, a self-
proclaimed local celebrity 
from the outer borough of 
Queens.

A “medical staff” 
watched runners from the 
sidelines, ready to offer ba-
nanas, space blankets and 
tiny cups of Gatorade to 
competitors — in addition 
to well wishes to anyone 
who got hurt, according to 
a woman who played nurse, 
who said she could not ac-

tually help injured runners 
because she has no train-
ing whatsoever.

“I was a sorta nurse — 
I would only sorta be able 
to help them,” said Sharon 
Spell, who also traveled 
from Queens to the mara-
thon. “But sometimes your 
presence is enough to in-
spire healing.”

And congratulations 
for the third-place fi nisher 
continue to pour in, accord-
ing to Coker, who said shar-
ing his achievement with 
friends via social media 
made the effort he put in to 
the race worth it.

“The real reason people 
run marathons is to brag 
about it on social media,” 
he said. “This took all the 
aspects of running a race 
without any of the work.”

Stretching it out: James Coker, left, and “local celebrity” Will Nun-
ziata got loose and limber before the competition. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman 

‘GLORY’

Continued from page 1 

CARS

Continued from page 1 
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour
Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional
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