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BY LEAH LU
It was nerds’ night out! 

Brooklyn Tech honchos 
and alumni celebrated the 
Fort Greene high school’s 
near century of teaching 
math-and-science-minded 
youngsters at a swanky 
bash on Tuesday that hon-
ored three former students, 

one of whom praised the lo-
cal learning house for the 
opportunities it offered.

“Brooklyn Tech clearly 
changed my life. And like 
many others who gradu-
ated from it, I like to say 
that I owe much of my fu-
ture to what happened 
there,” said Leonard Rig-

gio, who matriculated from 
the school in 1958 and went 
on to found bookseller 
Barnes & Noble. “The envi-
ronment itself was just so 
fertile in terms of encour-
aging learning and per-
sonal development.”

Attendees of the an-

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The city needs to do more to pro-
tect and secure Bay Ridge’s 69th 
Street Pier and other open spaces 
like it, Ridgites said after  a still-
unidentifi ed 54-year-old man 
drove his car down and off the 
pier — which was missing one of 
its six protective metal bollards 
— in an apparent suicide in the 
early morning hours of Nov. 6 .  

The incident came on the heels 
of  the Oct. 31 truck attack that 
killed eight people on the West 
Side Highway in Manhattan , 
leading one local to say that the 
city needs to be on higher alert 
and prioritize protecting places 
where people congregate by mak-
ing sure that safety barriers and 
other forms of vehicle-blocking 
infrastructure are up-to-date. 

“The city should be held ac-
countable for missing or broken 
infrastructure that is supposed 
to protect people,” said Ridgite 
Liz Donohue, who meets up with 
her running group at the pier ev-
ery week. 

 Eyewitnesses told the New 
York Post  that the man who drove 
off the 69th Street Pier on Nov. 6 

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s an armory armistice.

A Crown Heights pol 
who for months opposed 
the city’s plan to rede-
velop the nabe’s Bedford-
Union Armory announced 
newfound support for the 
scheme at a Tuesday Coun-
cil hearing, after offi cials 
and developers agreed to 

axe luxury condos and in-
clude more affordable hous-
ing in the proposal to earn 
her endorsement.

Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo (D–Crown Heights) 
declared her change of 
heart in front of her col-
leagues on a Council sub-
committee, describing the 

Continued on page 14
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Windsor Terrace cook on ‘Top Chef’
BY JULIANNE CUBA

This reality show is getting 
funky! 

Windsor Terrace chef Chris-
topher Scott, of the neighbor-
hood’s soul food eatery Butter-
funk Kitchen, will show off his 
mastery in the kitchen on the 
newest season of Bravo’s “Top 
Chef,” which starts airing on 
Dec. 7. Scott joined 14 other chefs 
for the cooking competition show 
in Colorado, where they whipped 
up a deconstructed Denver om-
elet and prepared Rocky Moun-
tain Oysters. Scott has to keep his 
lips sealed about details until the 
television debut, but did say he 
returned home with many new 
friends. 

“I can tell you I had a great 
time — we’re cool with each other 
and had a great time, it’s long-
lasting friendships,” said Scott, 

who co-owns the Prospect Ave-
nue restaurant with his wife.

Scott had applied several 
times to get on the show in pre-
vious seasons, but had not got-
ten the call he was hoping for. So 
when the Brooklyn chef was in-
vited to apply again this year, he 
initially turned down the oppor-
tunity. But his wife nudged him 
to try one last time — and it was 
good she did, he said. 

“I said ‘Thanks, but no 
thanks,’” said Scott. “She told me 
to call them back and tell them 
‘Yes.’ So I went forth with the tast-
ing and Skype interviews and ev-
erything about the whole process 
I hate so much, and this time I 
was chosen.” 

The night of the Thursday 
evening premiere, it will just be 
business as usual for Scott, who 

Continued on page 14
ORDER’S UP!: Windsor Terrace’s Butterfunk Kitchen chef and owner Christopher 
Scott stars on Bravo’s Top Chef, debuting Dec. 7.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

FAMOUS FACES: Tracy Mor-
gan joined “CBS This Morn-
ing” co-anchor Gayle King, 
center, and honoree Mc-
Millan, a 1983 Brooklyn Tech 
graduate, for a photo.

BUTTER 
US UP

Ridgites: 
Protect 

69 St. Pier

Toasting Brooklyn TechArmed with new backer
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OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’ve got an authority problem.

Brooklyn Bridge Park bigwigs are fl ip-
fl opping on which government agency is 
responsible for mandating terms of devel-
opment within the green space, discred-
iting one of their main arguments in the 
 legal battle over two controversial towers 
planned for Pier 6 , according to opponents 
of the high-rises.

Lawyers for the park and the towers’ de-
veloper argued repeatedly that the Brook-
lyn Bridge Park Corporation — a semi-
private group that oversees the lawn in 
conjunction with the city — was in charge 
of green-lighting the project, not the state-
run Empire State Development Corpora-
tion,  claiming the settlement terms of a 
2015 lawsuit only required the group to 
“seek” the state agency’s approval for the 
scheme, not actually get it. 

But a September request for proposal 
that meadow honchos issued for another 
development inside it listed the Empire 
State Development Corporation as the 
project’s lead agency — a designation that 
park leaders later changed to the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Corporation, which implied 
they were blowing smoke the whole time, 
according to critics.

“The park has an incredible record of 
lying, just out and out lies,” said Judi Fran-
cis, president of Brooklyn Bridge Park De-
fense Fund. “You can’t keep changing the 
rules in the middle of the case.”

One of the main unanswered questions 
in the ongoing suit is whether a new envi-
ronmental study should have been required 
before the development project began — a 
decision that falls to the lead agency — be-
cause the previous one happened in 2005.

The meadow’s attorneys claimed its 
honchos were in charge, giving them the 
authority to decide a second review wasn’t 
necessary, a point they argued tirelessly in 
their fi nal appearances before Justice Car-
men Victoria St. George, who will now de-
cide the towers’ fate.

“There was no legal basis for ESD to act 

as the lead agency when this project was 
approved,” said David Paget during the last 
day of testimony on Nov. 15. “The law could 
not be more plain and clear, ESD was not 
the lead agency, Brooklyn Bridge Park was 
the lead agency.”

But opponents and the lawyer represent-
ing civic group the Brooklyn Heights Asso-
ciation, which fi led suit against the Pier 6 
high-rises in 2016, contended that decision 
fell to the state, which should have con-
ducted a second survey because the area 
changed so much over those 11 years. 

And the green-space honchos’ recent 
request for proposal to develop a three-
story Furman Street building within the 
meadow corroborates that argument be-
cause it named the state’s development cor-
poration as the agency in charge — and is 
akin to a smoking gun, according to a le-
gal eagle following the case, who noted that 
all development in Brooklyn Bridge Park 
is subject to the same rules set forth in 
its 2006 operating agreement, the General 
Park Plan.

Two days after the attorney represent-
ing the Heights Association pointed out 
the contradiction before the judge, park 
offi cials changed the lead agency on the 
Furman Street request for proposal to the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Corporation, which 
supports the crux of their case for building 
the high-rises.

“That description was in error. As the 
sole agency with discretionary authority 
over the 334 Furman Street project, the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Corporation, not the 
ESD, is the lead agency for that project’s en-
vironmental review,” Paget, the park’s law-
yer, wrote in a Nov. 17 letter to St. George 
that was shared with this newspaper. 

Meadow honchos claimed the edit was 
merely due to a typo that was quickly cor-
rected, according to a park spokeswoman.

“The original RFP had a simple er-
ror and when it was brought to our atten-
tion, it was corrected,” said Sarah Krauss. 
“RFP respondents were then notifi ed of the 
change.”

BUTTING HEADS
Critics: Park fl ip-fl op on leadership discredits Pier 6 case

WHO’S IN CHARGE?: A new request for proposal to develop a site within Brooklyn Bridge Park origi-
nally listed a state agency as in charge of the project’s environmental review — not the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Corporation, which meadow attorneys told a judge had the authority over that term of 
development at Pier 6. Oliver’s Realty Group
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BY COLIN MIXSON
This picture is worth more than a 
thousand rabbis!

Some 5,600 ultra-Orthodox 
rabbis belonging to a Brooklyn-
based religious organization met 
in Crown Heights on Nov. 19 to 
pose for an annual class photo, 
setting the record for the largest 
gathering of the conservative Ha-
sidic leaders ever, according to a 
rep for the faith-based group.

“It was the largest gathering 
of rabbis — period,” said Rabbi 
Motti Seligson, a spokesman for 
Chabad Lubavitch, which extols 
the values of Hasidism to follow-
ers and potential converts.

The picture, which Chabad 
offi cials promoted as a “Where’s 
Waldo of rabbis” in a press re-
lease, was taken outside of the 
organization’s world headquar-
ters on Eastern Parkway between 
Brooklyn and Kingston avenues.

Only a few of the thousands of 
spiritual leaders, all of whom are 
men, are looking at the camera in 
the panoramic shot — many are 
gazing into their smart phones, 
some are talking amongst them-
selves, and others are distract-
edly glancing elsewhere.

But most of the rabbis wore 

an identical uniform of black suit 
and hat, and nearly all sported im-
pressive, fl owing beards.

The photo session was part of 
an annual days-long conference 
that concluded on Nov. 20, dur-
ing which the conservative schol-
ars attended dozens of workshops 
across the borough where they 
discussed issues both sacred and 
secular.

The emissaries then returned 

to their homes to share the les-
sons they learned in Brooklyn, Se-
ligson said.

Some rabbis who reside in 
parts of the United States and 
other countries recently hit 
by natural disasters — includ-
ing hurricane-ravaged locales 
such as St. Martin, Puerto Rico, 
Texas, and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands — used the Kings County 
coming together as an oppor-

tunity to collect much-needed 
items for people back home, the 
spokesman said.

“A lot of them stocked up on 
supplies and sent things back 
home to help their communities 
recover,” Seligson said.

And the well-attended confer-
ence may sound like a tremendous 
boon for the borough’s hospitality 
industry, but local hoteliers didn’t 
benefi t much from the event, ac-

cording to the rabbi, who said most 
visiting attendees prefer to crash 
with friends, family, or members 
of the neighborhood’s greater 
Chabad community.

“Every year the local commu-
nity in Crown Heights swings 
their arms wide open, and wel-
comes thousands of guests and 
graciously puts them up and takes 
care of all their hospitality needs,” 
Seligson said.

Men in black! Hasidic scholars’ class photo

RABBI REUNION: Several thousand ultra-conservative rabbis gathered outside Chabad Lubavitch’s Crown Heights world headquarters on Nov. 19 to take a class 
picture as part of a several-day religious conference in the borough. Photo by Mendel Grossbaum

BY COLIN MIXSON
Now all they need is a job!

The owner of a Park Slope co-
working facility is providing shel-
ter for journalists once employed 
by this newspaper’s competitors 
for the price of a $1-per-month sub-
scription fee from now until the 
end of March.

The bargain-basement rate is 
being marketed to former employ-
ees of Gothamist and DNA Info 
—  whom billionaire Joe Ricketts 
fi red earlier this month following 
their vote to unionize  — but the 
shared-offi ce space’s proprietor 
described the deal as benefi tting 
all local reporters.

“Whether they’re covering 
holiday festivities or break-
ing news about local crime or 
construction, it would make 
me happy to help journalists 
get the story out,” said Cosmo 
Lee, the self-described “chief 
co-worker” at Park Slope Desk 
at 501 11th St. between Seventh 

and Eighth avenues.
Journalists who cash in on the 

offer receive desk space and use 
of the facility’s conference room 
— perks that otherwise go for be-
tween $100 and $350 a month — 
and also have access to amenities 
that include high-speed Internet, 
“ergonomic” chairs, and print-
ing, scanning, and laminating 
services, according to Lee.

More importantly, however, 
the entrepreneur said the profes-
sional atmosphere at his venue 
offers workers an oasis of calm 
from the nuisances that can 
plague coffee-shop and at-home 
reporting.

“Like our members, journal-
ists need a place to focus,” he 
said. 

“Their apartments are full of 
distractions, and cafes on their 
beat are too noisy for them to 
work effectively.”

Gothamist employees gen-
erally crafted their sometimes 

snarky posts from desks at the 
company’s Manhattan offi ce, but 
DNA Info’s journalists typically 
worked in the fi eld, according to 
the website’s former Park Slope 
reporter — a Brooklyn Paper 
alum — who said the real problem 
with writing in coffee shops was 
not the hustle and bustle, but the 
readily available supply of java.

“The noise didn’t bother me,” 
said Caroline Spivack, “But I 
would feel hopped up on caffeine 
going from café to café.”

Spivack, who lives in Bay 
Ridge, said she probably won’t 
take Lee up on his offer because of 
the distance between his facility 
and her home.

But the newswoman appreci-
ated his act of kindness nonethe-
less, noting how fellow reporters 
who live closer to Park Slope could 
benefi t from the invitation.

“It’s a nice gesture,” she said. 
“I think it’s good for people in the 
area.”

IN OTHER NEWS: Entrepreneur Cosmo Lee is offering journalists space at his 
co-working business, Park Slope Desk, for $1 per month in response to sweeping 
layoffs that left reporters at Gothamist and DNA Info looking for jobs — and a 
place to work.  Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Subsidizing a community service
Honcho of co-working space offers special $1 rate for laid-off local reporters



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

DE
C. 

3,
 2

01
7

4

THE WINCHENDON SCHOOL
HIGH SCHOOL CAN BE INTERESTING!
brooklyn.winchendon.org

TIRED OF LEARNING ONLY  
WHAT OTHER PEOPLE  
THINK IS IMPORTANT? 

LEARN MORE: 

THE WINCHENDON SCHOOL OFFERS: 

• High school serving grades 9-12 boarding 

 or day campus in MA

• A NEW day campus in Brooklyn, NY coming in 

September 2018

• NY Campus classroom center will be located 

at the CDSC on Classon Avenue

• Highly individualized and engaging learning 

for students to achieve their greatest 

potential and success

• Graduates studying at top universities: 

Babson, BC, Union, GWU, UC San Diego, Davis 

College, SMU, UMass, Purdue, Providence,  

St. John’s, and Stanford University. 

• Financial aid and scholarships available

For additional information, contact Sean Duncan  
at 347-328-5653 or sduncan@winchendon.org

BY ADAM LUCENTE
It was a Columbus kerfuffl e!

The city must tear down 
all statues of Christopher Co-
lumbus because the Italian 
explorer is not an American 
hero but a brutal colonizer 
who showed little regard for 
native life, some residents 
demanded at a Nov. 21 public 
hearing on city monuments 
at Borough Hall, where one 
outdoor effi gy of the voyager 
stands nearby a park bear-
ing his name.

“The Columbus discov-
ery narrative is an objec-
tive lie. If you come up here 
defending the lie, you either 
did not do your homework or 
you truly do not care — and 
I hope to God for the love of 
all black and brown people 
it’s the fi rst one,” said Glenn 
Cantave, the head honcho of 
Movers and Shakers NYC, 
a group advocating for the 
removal of all of the explor-
er’s likenesses from the city. 

“Italians, you have every 
right to celebrate your heri-
tage, but not at the expense 
of black and brown lives.”

Around 100 people packed 
into a meeting room for the 
hearing held by offi cials 
from the Mayoral Advisory 
Commission on City Art, 
Monuments, and Markers, 
which Mayor DeBlasio cre-
ated after  the fatal August 
riots in Charlottesville, Va. 
over the removal a statue of 
Confederate General Robert 
E. Lee from a local park .

The agency is charged 
with proposing guidelines 
for how to deal with effi gies 
on municipal property not 
consistent with the city’s val-
ues, according to the Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs’s 
head Tom Finkelpearl, who 
oversees it.

There are four Columbus 
statues across the city in ad-
dition to the one in Borough 
Hall plaza, including two on 

the distant isle of Manhattan 
and one in each of the outer 
boroughs of the Bronx and 
Queens, according to the De-
partment of Parks and Recre-
ation’s monument catalogue.

And they all should go, 
said another opponent, who 
likened the explorer to a 
murderer.

“He would kill indigenous 
people in the dozens,” said 
Williamsburg resident Javier 
Enriquez. “We keep saying 
he is not perfect — he is ex-
tremely far from perfect.”

Other attendees preached 
a more measured approach 
to dealing with the stat-
ues, however, acknowledg-
ing that Columbus had his 
problems but that he also 
achieved great things, some 
of which deserve to be com-
memorated.

“The pain that has sur-
faced in this area has to be 
addressed, but it doesn’t 
have to be addressed by re-

moving statues,” said native 
Brooklynite Dianne Still-
man. “This is what he was 
about primarily: explora-
tion and never giving up. He 
was a skilled navigator who 
started sailing at 10 on com-
mercial vessels.”

And some supporters of 
the adventurer rebuked the 
accusations that he is a stain 
on Italian culture, arguing 
that many locals with roots 
in the European country 
still revere its native son.

“Christopher Columbus 
was of Italian descent, and 
as such there is a signifi cant 
cultural element of impor-
tance to New York City, as 
well as its Italian-American 
citizens,” said Steven Bam-
undo, a member of the Ital-
ian-heritage legal organiza-
tion, Columbian Lawyers 
Association of Brooklyn and 
Staten Island.  

Offi cials on Hizzoner’s 
statues commission, who 

are holding similar hear-
ings in each borough, will 
conclude their review of 
city monuments on Dec. 7, 
according to a rep from the 
mayor’s offi ce, who said the 
survey’s fi ndings will be re-
vealed later that month.

Any structures that 
agency offi cials deem wor-
thy of more debate will then 
be discussed by local com-
munity boards and the city’s 
Public Design Commission, 
which has the fi nal say on 
whether they should be 
changed or replaced, accord-
ing to Finkelpearl.

Memorials of Colum-
bus aren’t the borough’s 
only controversial monu-
ments. In August,  leaders 
at a Bay Ridge church re-
moved a plaque commemo-
rating a tree that General 
Lee planted there  when he 
was stationed at nearby Fort 
Hamilton army base — the 
site of streets also named for 
the Confederate leader and 
his contemporary General 
Stonewall Jackson,  which a 
Brooklyn congresswoman 
unsuccessfully petitioned 
the U.S. Army to change ear-
lier this year .

But whatever is decided, 
tearing down statues will 
not rewrite history, accord-
ing to a hearing attendee, 
who argued that all me-
morials should remain be-
cause they serve as power-
ful reminders of the past 
— whether good or bad.

“Regardless of what has 
happened, we can’t change 
it,” said South Dakota na-
tive and member of the Na-
tive American Sioux Nation 
Cheryl Dupris while fi ght-
ing back tears. “I love the 
statues because I can walk 
by that man who did what he 
did in the past, and I can ed-
ucate friends.”

Monument mayhem! 
Locals spar over Columbus effi gies at hearing on borough statues

HERO OR VILLAIN?: A statue 
of Christopher Columbus in 
front of the Kings County Sur-
rogates Court in Borough Hall 
plaza. Photo by Adam Lucente
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour
Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
He won’t let them kick the Cosmos to 
the can. 

Brooklyn-born Sen. Chuck 
Schumer joined a long list of Brook-
lyn pols when he called on the U.S. 
Soccer Federation earlier this month 
to protect his hometown soccer team 
from extinction by allowing it to con-
tinue playing in the same division it 
has played in for the past fi ve sea-
sons rather than banish it to a lower 
division, which could spell the end of 
both the team and the league it plays 
in. 

The national organization, which 
acts as the offi cial governing body 
for the sport, has a responsibility to 
keep the New York Cosmos alive — 
not just for the sake of the players, 
but also for the sake of the Coney Is-
land community that has come to de-
pend on the jobs and economic stim-
ulus that the team has created at its 
MCU Park home,  Schumer said in a 
Nov. 8 statement . 

“From the profi table sponsorship 
deals to the steady job creation that 
the New York Cosmos have brought 
to Coney Island and Brooklyn at 
large, it’s clear that a division-two 
status is a win-win for the region,” 
Schumer said. “I’m urging the U.S. 
Soccer Federation to reconsider its 
decision and support a division two 
status for the North American Soc-
cer League so that teams like the 
New York Cosmos can continue to 
thrive.”

In September, the  U.S. Soccer 
Federation  denied the  North Amer-
ican Soccer League  second-division 
status for the 2018 season, meaning 
that the Cosmos and the six other 
teams that currently play in the 
league would be forced to apply for 
third-division status, which would 
bring with it fewer sponsors, lower 
salaries for the players and coaches, 
and a lower level of competition, ac-
cording to a Cosmos spokesman. 

Worse, the U.S. Soccer Federation 
denied the league second-division 
status, the spokesman said, based on 
two arbitrary rules that it had never 
strictly enforced before: that the 

league must have twelve teams, and 
that they must play in at least three 
out of four time zones. At the time of 
the ruling, the North American Soc-
cer League only played in two time 
zones with eight teams, the spokes-
man said. 

Shortly after the September rul-
ing, Cosmos owner and Italian cable 
magnate Rocco Commisso vowed to 
fi ght it but said nothing about the 
team’s plans to play as a division-
three squad next year,  Crain’s New 
York reported . But the club spokes-
man said the league and the teams in 
it — including the Cosmos — would 
cease to exist if they were forced to 
play in the lower tier. 

The North American Soccer 
League, which was formed in 1967, 
appealed the U.S. Soccer Federa-
tion’s decision on Nov. 4 through the 
U.S. Court of Appeals, according to 
the Cosmos’s spokesman. The next 
court date is in mid-December. 

A spokeswoman from Schum-
er’s offi ce said both the senator and 
his staff are “avid soccer fans — 
from Brooklyn’s many youth soccer 
groups to the Cosmos,” which con-
tributed to his advocating on behalf 

of the team. Borough President Ad-
ams, Public Advocate Letitia James, 
Councilman Mark Treyger (D–Co-
ney Island), Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead Bay), and 
Councilman Vincent Gentile (D-
Bay Ridge) all also sent letters to the 
U.S. Soccer Federation this month 
urging them to re-consider the rul-
ing in order to save the Cosmos and 
the hundreds of jobs that the team 
spokesman said it brings to the Co-
ney Island community, including 75 
players and technical staff.

The Cosmos joined the North 
American Soccer League in 1971 and 
became a team to watch four years 
later when the club signed Brazilian 
legend Pelé, who became the world’s 
highest-paid athlete at the time,  ac-
cording to Crain’s . But ten years 
later, the league crumbled, leaving 
the Cosmos nonexistent until the 
league resurfaced in 2009 and the 
revived team rejoined it four years 
later.  

 Commisso bought the team last 
December  after it reportedly sus-
tained $30 million in losses, and he 
promptly moved the club from its 
ill-fated Hofstra University home on 
Long Island to Coney Island’s 7,000-
seat MCU Park stadium. 

A local business owner said that 
his restaurant has seen a clear and 
specifi c uptick in business since the 
Cosmos moved to Coney earlier this 
year, and that the team’s arrival rep-
resented even more economic de-
velopment in the rapidly-changing 
nabe.

“When there’s a game at 7 pm, at 
4 pm, when there’d be nobody in the 
restaurant, now we have customers 
coming in for an early dinner before 
they go to a game,” said Nino Russo, a 
co-owner of Gargiulo’s, the 110-year-
old Italian eatery and neighborhood 
institution. “[The Cosmos are] one 
more thing that people can come to, 
and it’s a positive impact for the en-
tire neighborhood. I hope that they 
stay. It’s great for the whole area.”

The U.S. Soccer Federation did 
not reply to repeated requests for 
comment.

A KICK IN THE GUT: The U.S. Soccer Fed-
eration demoted the Coney Island-based 
New York Cosmos to division-three status 
In September, but Brooklyn-born Sen. 
Chuck Schumer has taken up their cause.
 The New York Cosmos

ON THE BALL: Sen. Chuck Schumer wants to make sure the Cosmos 
stay in Brooklyn. Associated Press / Cliff Owen

Schumer makes saving the 
NY Cosmos his gooooaaaal!
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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Menu and Market Prices on line
jordanlobsterbrooklyn.com 

MARKET:
7AM - 7PM

CLAM BAR:

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave.
(Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

FREE PARKING

3 $39F

1
4 LBS EACH (other sizes available)

Prices are dictated by fi shing conditions & subject to change without notice.

$20
INCLUDES:

1
4

+

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
They’re in protected-status purgatory.

Haitian immigrants living and work-
ing in Brooklyn under temporary protec-
tion from the federal government have 18 
months before the measure allowing them 
to do so expires, the Department of Home-
land Security’s acting secretary announced 
on Nov. 20. News of the new deadline came 
two days before the measure would have 
expired, and two days after a group of 
Haitian-Americans marched across the 
Brooklyn Bridge to demand the Feds keep 
it in place — an effort that organizers said 
likely affected the government’s decree.

“I defi nitely think that our demonstra-
tion made an impact, along with others 
around the country and the support from 
elected offi cials calling for an extension,” 
said Ritha Pierre, the president of the Hai-
tian American Lawyers Association of New 
York.

Dozens of demonstrators joined local 
pols including Assemblywoman Rodneyse 
Bichotte (D–Ditmas Park), Councilman 
Jumaane Williams (D–Flatbush), Public 
Advocate Letitia James, and Comptroller 
Scott Stringer at the Nov. 18 Brooklyn-to-
Manhattan march, according to Pierre, 
who said the crowd united around the need 
to extend and preserve the temporary pro-
tected status for Haitians who were al-
lowed to immigrate to the United States 
after a hurricane devastated their home 
country in 2010.

“We had a good amount of people and 
elected offi cials turn out in support,” she 
said. “It was great to see that everyone 
was on the same page, because this is un-
just and inhumane and something had to 
be done.”

But the Feds’ decision — which prolongs 

Haitians’ temporary protected status until 
no later than July 2019 — is not a win for re-
located people, the organizer said, because 
all it does is send some 60,000 immigrants 
in the U.S. scrambling to fi gure out another 
form of legal asylum or risk deportation.

“This is not a victory because the only 
thing that can get done is provide people 
with more time to get their stuff together 
and exit the country,” she said. “We are 
hoping that within the 18 months there’s 
a change of mind, and that Congress will 
take some action.”

Pierre, who admitted an 18-month ex-
tension is better than a six-month one, said 
that the Haitians living locally since gain-
ing protected status still fear for their fu-
tures even though they have some time to 
come to terms with the latest ruling.

“If this was shorter there would be much 
more hysteria,” she said. “There is still con-
fusion and people don’t understand what it 
really means. People don’t really know how 
to react right now — it’s a mixed bag.”

Opponents of the government’s decree 
protested it in Manhattan on Nov. 21, de-
manding a solution that would allow those 
Haitian immigrants it affects to legally re-
main in the country.

And this spring, the president of the Ca-
ribbean nation wrote to President Trump 
urging him to maintain the temporary pro-
tected status granted to his people — who, if 
forced to return to Haiti, could overwhelm 
the island as offi cials slowly rebuild its in-
frastructure, which is still damaged from 
the earthquake and last year’s Hurricane 
Matthew, Pierre said.

“I have no confi dence in the Haitian 
government whatsoever — this would over-
whelm it and create a humanitarian crisis 
because Haiti is still recovering,” she said.

PUSHING FOR PROTECTION: Pols and activists including Ritha Pierre, center at lectern, rallied before 
marching across the Brooklyn Bridge on Nov. 18 to advocate for extending the temporary protective 
status of Haitian immigrants in the United States, two days before the government said it will end the 
measure after an 18-month extension. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

BITTER END
Locals blast close of Haitians’ protection status
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 
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A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They Greene-lit the project and lo-
cals are seeing red!

Some Fort Greeners are fuming 
after the city’s Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission voted on Nov. 
21 to approve a controversial rede-
sign of one entrance to the neigh-
borhood’s eponymous park, argu-
ing the plan barely changed after 
 landmarks honchos criticized its 
disregard for the meadow’s cre-
ators’ vision and told Department 
of Parks and Recreation offi cials to 
take it back to the drawing board 
months ago .

“It’s a tragedy,” said Enid Braun, 
who lives nearby Fort Greene Park. 
“They pretty much doubled down 
on their original design and pro-
vided more historical arguments 
for why it’s appropriate, which we 
completely disagree with.”

Commission members — who 
must approve the $10.5-million 
project because the meadow sits 
within the nabe’s historic district 
— tabled their September vote on 
it, instead asking parks honchos 
to rethink their plan that proposes 

transforming the green space’s en-
try at Myrtle Avenue and St. Ed-
wards Street into a grand corner 
entrance leading to the Prison 
Ship Martyrs Monument by level-
ing some hilly mounds near that 
corner of the lawn, chopping down 
trees, and creating a wider, paved 
walkway to the memorial.

Changes in the new plan, which 
landmarks honchos unanimously 

voted to approve, included slightly 
downsizing the pedestrian path-
way, putting in more plants — in-
cluding a peculiar 17-percent in-
crease in shrubbery, and creating 
a smaller entrance with rounded 
Belgian-block corners to make 
the park more welcoming, which 
green-space honchos claim is their 
main goal for the project.

But critics of the redesign, who 

objected to replacing the grassy 
mounds with the walkway, remov-
ing trees, and moving the entry to 
a corner of the meadow, blasted 
its revisions, claiming neither the 
parks department nor the commis-
sion took their objections to heart 
proposing and approving them.

“They are meaningless — one 
was 17 percent more plantings, 
which is just fl owers, that’s not 
trees,” said Michael Gruen, an at-
torney representing Friends of 
Fort Greene Park, a group that 
opposes the project. “I don’t think 
that anything was done since Sep-
tember that added to the attractive-
ness of the design. This park will 
be ugly compared to what it is to-
day.”

The landmarks agency’s vote 
followed that of Community Board 
2,  which approved the redesign in 
September  after  months of debate 
over whether it catered more to 
gentrifi ers or longtime locals who 
often visit the meadow .

But some opponents are not giv-
ing up their fi ght against the proj-
ect, according to the lawyer, who 

said he and fellow critics are con-
sidering how they might halt it 
after the landmarks commission 
blocked their attempt to delay the 
makeover by demanding an envi-
ronmental study on the impacts of 
its provision to cut down healthy 
trees.

“We have to consider the op-
tions available,” said Gruen, who 
is also the president of the City 
Club of New York, another group 
advocating against the redesign. 
“There are defi nitely possibilities, 
and like any party who just failed, 
we will typically spend a few days 
thinking about it.”

The Fort Greene Park overhaul 
also calls for installing a water 
feature, resurfacing the meadow’s 
basketball courts, repairing side-
walks, adding more lighting, and 
expanding the barbecue-pit area.

Construction is expected to be-
gin in 2019, according to a parks de-
partment rep, who said work will 
take place in phases in order to 
keep the Myrtle Avenue entrance 
open to park-goers throughout the 
process.

Locals: So much for preservation
Residents blast landmarks agency for okaying Ft. Greene Park plan with ‘meaningless’ changes

SAME OLD PLAN: Locals Ling Hsu, left, and Enid Braun claim the revised Fort 
Greene Park redesign that the city’s Landmarks Preservation Commission ap-
proved on Nov. 21 hardly differs from the original proposal the agency rejected 
in September. Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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will be working hard in his 
kitchen — though he knows 
all of his family and friends 
will be eagerly waiting in 
front of the television, he 
said. 

“I’ll be working just 
like any other day. I know 
there’s a replay at one in 
the morning, so that’s the 
one that I’ll catch,” said 
Scott. “Of course my entire 

family is psyched up, prob-
ably a bit more excited than 
I am.”

And Scott can’t say if he 
brought back any delicious 
new recipes for his own res-
taurant, but he did learn a 
few lessons throughout it 
all, he said. 

“I can’t specifi cally talk 
about dishes, but all the 
time as a growing chef, I 
want to be more humble 
in the way you go about 
things in your career,” said 
Scott. “And the one thing 

about this experience, it 
brings more humility into 
your craft and more re-
spect, those are things that 
I picked up along the way.”

Christopher Scott on 
“Top Chef” on Bravo. Dec. 
7 at 10 pm. And at Butter-
funk Kitchen [1295 Prospect 
Ave. between Greenwood 
Avenue and Reeve Place 
in Windsor Terrace, (917) 
909–0421, www.butterfunk-
kitchen.com]. Open Sun, 
Tue–Thu; 5:30–10 pm; Fri, 
Sat, 5:30–11 pm.

BUTTER

nual “Titans of Tech” 
gala trekked all the way 
to the outer borough of 
Manhattan for the party, 
where they sipped cock-
tails and noshed on din-
ner alongside notable 
special guests including 
comedian Tracy Morgan 
—  who returned to his na-
tive Brooklyn earlier this 
year to fi lm a new televi-
sion show  — as well as 
“CBS This Morning” co-
anchor Gayle King and a 
robot built by current stu-
dents who demonstrated 
the machine’s ability to 
toss balls into a plastic 
bin later on in the eve-
ning.

Members of Brook-
lyn Tech’s alumni foun-

dation hosted the event, 
which commemorated 
the school’s 95th anniver-
sary and recognized just 
some of the many individ-
uals who have gone on to 
achieve great things fol-
lowing their years study-
ing in the institution’s 
hallowed halls.  

“If you look at our 
grads, who are well placed 
in every fi eld, you will see 
huge innovators,” said 
Elizabeth Sciabarra, di-
rector of the alumni foun-
dation. “What we do here 
is place our kids in labs 
and college-level courses. 
It enables them to dig deep 
in the subject. It awak-
ens innovation and hon-
ors their entrepreneurial 
spirit.”

The alumni group has 
raised more than $30 mil-
lion for the public high 

school, according to Rig-
gio, who applauded it for 
preserving the learning 
house’s reputation as a 
leader in engineering, 
math, and science educa-
tion. 

“The foundation did 
things the budget of 
New York wouldn’t and 
couldn’t do, such as build 
the robotics lab and high-
tech libraries, curricu-
lum development, teacher 
training, and various 
kinds of work-study and 
mentoring programs with 
companies in tech that 
alumni were running,” 
he said.

Other honorees in-
cluded real-estate execu-
tive Floyd Warkol and at-
torney Londell McMillan, 
who graduated from 
Brooklyn Tech in 1965 and 
1983 respectively.

TOASTING

sped down it’s length in 
about ten seconds, at 60–
70 miles per hour, swerv-
ing around tables and 
benches, after he entered 
the pier through an open 
space left by the missing 
bollard. The Parks De-
partment, which has had 
jurisdiction over the pier 
since 2001, said that it did 
not remove the bollard 
and did not know how or 
when it went missing. 

Local fi sherman 
George DeNot, who visits 
the pier every day, said 
that drag-racing drivers 
doing donuts with their 
cars knocked the miss-
ing bollard off earlier this 
year, but the police depart-
ment did not respond to 
repeated requests for com-
ment on the allegation.

But the missing bol-
lard was not the sole 
factor making the pier 
accessible to cars — 
a determined driver 
could still enter the pier 
through the 8-foot-wide 

gaps on either side of the 
row of heavy bollards — 
so there’s no way to truly 
protect the pier from ill-
intentioned drivers with-
out a constant police pres-
ence, DeNot said. 

“They would have to 
have a cop on the beat 
around the clock here,” 
said DeNot, who did not 
witness the Nov. 6 in-
cident. “The man [who 
drove his car off the Pier] 
was on a mission.”

Following the Nov. 6 
incident, the Parks De-
partment installed a tem-
porary metal bollard in 
place of the missing one 
to deter vehicle access, 
and replaced three sec-
tions of fencing at the end 
of the pier that the driver 
plowed through before 
plunging into the water. 
A spokeswoman said that 
the department does not 
have funding to replace 
the heavy bollard, but that 
it will continue to monitor 
the temporary one. 

A different spokes-
woman said that the de-
partment would not have 
a cost estimate for a new 

bollard until there was a 
fi nalized plan to install it 
on the pier.  In August, New 
York Magazine reported 
that a single bollard can 
cost around $2,500, with 
installation costing up to 
the same amount . 

The safety bollards 
were fi rst installed on the 
pier by the city Economic 
Development Corporation 
in 2000, when it built the 
pier, a year before hand-
ing it off to Parks Depart-
ment, according to an 
agency spokesman. 

DeNot said that he’s 
witnessed enough sui-
cides at the pier fi rst-hand 
to know that they’re not an 
unusual occurrence there 
— but this was the fi rst 
one he knew of by car. 

“There’s always a sui-
cide on this pier,” he said. 
“That’s not the fi rst one. 
Many times. Usually they 
jump.” 

The police department 
did not respond to re-
peated requests for com-
ment about the history of 
deaths at the pier or how 
often offi cers patrol the 
area. 

69 ST. PIER

revised plan for the mili-
tary structure at 1579 Bed-
ford Ave. as a historic vic-
tory for local residents 
before the legislators voted 
unanimously to approve it.

“This is revolutionary 
in the sense we have not 
seen this level of affordable 
housing come to the Crown 
Heights community in de-
cades,” she proclaimed at a 
meeting of the Council Sub-
committee on Planning, Dis-
positions, and Concessions.

The new version of the 
scheme does not include 
48 swanky condominiums, 
which  the head of the city’s 
Economic Development 
Corporation told Coun-
cil members on Nov. 14 
were necessary to fund the 
plan’s proposed affordable 
housing  and a new commu-
nity center that developer 
BFC Partners is required 
to construct as part of the 
deal in exchange for a 99-
year lease on the publicly 
owned armory.

The city and developer 
also agreed to expand the 
project’s so-called afford-
able housing component 
from 166 to 250 units, and 
reduced the prices of those 
apartments — which origi-
nally ran as high as around 
$2,300 per month — to be-
tween approximately $640 
and $1,280 per month. But 
BFC Partners will still be 
allowed to build 149 mar-
ket-rate rentals on the site 
as part of the revised pro-
posal.

Following the subcom-
mittee’s vote, members of 
the Council’s Committee 
on Land Use also unani-
mously approved the proj-
ect. 

The scheme still faces a 
full Council vote scheduled 

for Nov. 30 — the fi nal hur-
dle of a months-long public-
approval process in which 
 Community Board 9  and 
 Borough President Adams  
opposed earlier iterations 
of the proposal — but mem-
bers are all but certain to 
vote in line with Cumbo as 
the building sits in her dis-
trict.

Activists and critics of 
the city-backed redevelop-
ment plan argued its inclu-
sion of market-rate housing 
in any form was a give-
away to the developer, and 
slammed Cumbo for failing 
to abide by her 2017 re-elec-
tion campaign promise to 
fi ght any proposal that did 
not include 100-percent af-
fordable units.

“Laurie Cumbo ran her 
whole election saying she 
would vote no unless it was 
100-percent affordable, and 
then she comes back with 
a deal that’s not even close 
to that, and calls it revolu-
tionary,” said Cea Weaver, 
who works for housing-
advocacy group New York 
Communities for Change. 
“We needed much more.”

Some pro-Cumbo fl iers 
allegedly circulated dur-
ing her primary campaign 
stated the councilwoman 
“stands against the Bed-
ford-Union Armory project 
until 100 percent of units 
are made affordable.” But 
when this newspaper pro-
vided a digital copy of one 
leafl et to the pol’s spokes-
woman, Kristia Beaubrun, 
she said she could not com-
ment without knowing its 
source.

Cumbo’s biggest Demo-
cratic primary challenger, 
 who lost to the incumbent 
by less than 3,000 votes , 
expressed her frustration 
with the legislator for so 
quickly changing her tune 
on a project that she said 
still lacks in affordability.   

“I’m disappointed, 
though not surprised, that 
Cumbo fl ip-fl opped again 
in her position on the ar-
mory.  She promised she 
would only support a proj-
ect that included 100-per-
cent affordable housing 
in all her mailers during 
the campaign, yet just two 
months later is set to ap-
prove a project that still in-
cludes market-rate housing 
on public land,” said Ede 
Fox. “At a time when pub-
lic trust of politicians is 
at an all-time low, we need 
elected offi cials that will 
represent the people, not 
say anything they have to 
in order to get elected.”

Opponents of the rede-
velopment scheme packed 
the meeting room for Tues-
day’s subcommittee ses-
sion, and one attendee who 
listened to Cumbo justify 
her newfound support 
for the armory plan — in 
which he said she referred 
to the Black Lives Matter 
movement and suggested 
the proposed recreation 
center will reduce gun vio-
lence in the community — 
blasted the pol for her rhet-
oric.

“She said this was going 
to make things safer and 
better for young people, 
which is so disingenuous,” 
said Bedford-Stuyvesant 
resident Skipp Roseboro. 
“This is going to gentrify 
the neighborhood, and it 
will force most of those kids 
out of the neighborhood be-
fore they have a chance to 
use the facility.”

And at one point the 
meeting devolved into a 
shouting match, with crit-
ics calling Cumbo “a liar” 
and chanting “kill the 
deal” before the subcom-
mittee’s chairman told se-
curity to clear the room of 
all attendees not among the 
press.

ARMORY

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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Get your Special Holiday Gifts on
SUNSET PARK’S 5TH AVENUE
Sunset Park 5th Avenue BID, with over 500 shops, 
from 38th to 64th Street, has everything to satisfy 
your needs and desires and more

     Last two days of our popular Trolley along 5th Avenue
Sat., Dec. 16 & Sun., Dec. 17 – from 1pm to 5pm
Look for Santa and Pikachu
Get on and off as often as you like

     Final Sidewalk Sales Days of 2017
Sat., Dec. 16, Sun., Dec. 17, Sat., Dec. 23 & Sun., Dec. 24
Look for bargains and gifts at your favorite stores

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, Dec. 16 – Annual Parranda Navideña
Hosted by Fiesta VIP Entertainment
Starting at OLPH Basilica
60th Street and 5th Avenue

Thank you to sponsors 
Pollo Campero and Cricket Wireless

Sunset Park BID
5116a 5th Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11220
718-439-7767

info@sunsetparkbid.org
www.sunsetparkbid.nyc

Download 
our  free app for 
more lots of info
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