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ager is contractually obligated 
to remain in his position for 
fi ve years as part of the deal, 
and said that if the business is 
successful in that time, he is 
optimistic the new owner will 
keep the property as a riding 
facility, despite there being no 
formal obligation to do so in 
perpetuity.

“Because I’m part of the 
agreement, I’ll maintain con-
trol of the property, and I’ll 
have a lot of say in the matter,” 
Blankenship said. “If it can be 
made successful, we could go 
on indefi nitely.”

And if the stables remain, 

the manager said locals can 
expect them to expand into a 
neighboring warehouse that 
once was home to the Prospect 
Park Riding Academy —  the 
school that originally commis-
sioned the barn’s construction 
in 1930 .

“The discussion is to do 
an expansion,” Blankenship 
said.

The current owners fi rst 
planned to bring Kensing-
ton Stables to auction in Feb-
ruary, but called that sale 
off when another dark-horse 
buyer swept in with an offer to 

BY COLIN MIXSON
A dark-horse buyer saved 
these stables!

The bankrupt owner of 
Prospect Park’s lone horse 
barn, Kensington Stables, 
sold the property at auction 
last month to a buyer who 
agreed to relieve the seller’s 
debts and keep the building 
and its operators in the rid-
ing business for at least fi ve 
more years, according to the 
stables’ manager.

“The new business part-
ner will pay those debts 
off and we’ll be partners 
in running the business,” 

said Walker Blankenship, 
who manages the Caton 
Place property owned by his 
mother, who inherited her 
late husband’s outstanding 
fi nancial obligations with 
the barn.

The purchaser — who the 
sellers declined to name un-
til a bankruptcy-court judge 
offi cially approves the deal 
— will also refurbish the 
ailing facility after assum-
ing ownership, according to 
Blankenship, who did say the 
buyer is a longtime Kensing-
ton Stables customer.

The barn’s current man-

Buyer snags Kensington Stables at auction, will keep it as barn for now

STICKING AROUND: Kensington Stables’s current manager, Walker Blankenship, said his mother sold the barn to a buyer who agreed to keep the 
building and its operators in the horseback-riding business for at least fi ve more years.  File photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Continued on page 20
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BY COLIN MIXSON
The battle over this military 
structure is heading to court.

A group of pro-bono legal 
eagles sued the city over its 
controversial scheme to rede-
velop the Bedford-Union Ar-
mory, fi ling suit in state Su-
preme Court the day before 
Council voted to approve the 
plan on Nov. 30.

Attorneys at the Legal Aid 
Society allege the DeBlasio 
Administration is clueless to 
the negative effects that the 
project’s massive amount of 
market-rate apartments will 
have on Crown Heights resi-
dents because of a fl awed en-
vironmental-review process 
for the development and other 
building proposals city-wide.

“The city’s methodology 
not only puts Crown Heights 
tenants at risk, but others 
barely making rent in every 
borough,” said Judith Gold-
iner, the lead Legal Aid lawyer 
on the armory suit.

Hizzoner’s hotly contested 
proposal to lease the publicly 
owned military structure at 
1579 Bedford Ave. to devel-
oper BFC Partners survived 
its months-long public-review 
process after the real-estate 
company and the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion agreed last month to axe 
48 luxury condos from and in-
clude more affordable housing 
in the plan  in order to win the 
approval of Councilwoman 
Laurie Cumbo  (D–Crown 
Heights), which was key to its 
success.

But opponents of the 
scheme, which also calls for 
149 market-rate units, argue 
that building those apart-
ments on public land is unac-
ceptable, and that the infl ux of 
wealthy occupants they will 
draw will push less-affl uent 

Group sues 
city over 
armory

HELLO NEIGH-BOR!

Continued on page 20
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BY COLIN MIXSON
They don’t have a prayer.

The leader of a Kensing-
ton mosque stole more than 
$300,000 from members before 
storming the Islamic center 
with hired guards last month 
and barring worshippers from 
daily prayers, congregants 
claimed at a Dec. 1 protest out-
side the local religious institu-
tion.

“He’s a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing,” said Maruf Alam, 
who worships at Masjid Nur 
al-Islam. “This guy came in 
with a private security force 
and changed the locks.”

A large crowd of parishio-
ners and reps from other local 
Islamic-faith-based centers 
rallied outside the Church Av-
enue mosque between Ches-
ter Avenue and Story Street 
eight days after Imam Gau-
har Ahmed and his private 
security allegedly seized the 
building and prohibited mem-
bers from using it as a place 
for their fi ve-times-per-day 
prayers.

Worshippers shouting “He 
is a criminal” while carrying 
signs that declared “A thief 
can’t be a religious leader” at 
one point clashed with Imam 
Ahmed’s security during the 
demonstration, before protes-
tors charged the imam with a 
laundry list of crimes he alleg-
edly perpetrated against his 
hapless fl ock.

The congregants claimed 
their once-beloved religious 
leader turned against them 
sometime after the 2008 fi nan-
cial crisis, when he started 
pushing a plan to expand the 
mosque as a scheme to collect 
members’ donations — which 
he actually spent on several 
Michigan properties for him-
self, according to another 
worshipper, who described 
the imam’s actions as crimes 
against Islam.

“This is not Islam. Islam 
is never stealing money,” said 
Khandaker Ahmed.

The parishioners said they 

fi led a lawsuit in Civil Su-
preme Court upon realizing 
their leader was ripping them 
off, but claimed that they ul-
timately decided to show him 
mercy, agreeing to drop the 
case on the condition he step 
down as the mosque’s head on 
Aug. 8, Alam said.

But after his legal troubles 
cleared, the imam fi led false 
documents with the city’s De-
partment of Finance, parish-
ioners claimed, and portrayed 
himself as the mosque’s cur-
rent president in order to gain 
ownership of the property, 
which he then invaded with 
his security force on Thanks-
giving day before changing its 
locks.

The religious leader’s coup 
devastated local worshippers, 
according to Alam, who called 
it “outrageous.”

“He portrayed himself as 

a spiritual leader and did this 
malefi cence to the commu-
nity,” he said. “It took folks a 
while to understand it.”

Imam Ahmed adamantly 
defended himself when 
reached for comment, claim-
ing that the people who rallied 
outside his mosque weren’t 
actually congregants, but a 
hodgepodge of protesters orga-
nized by a more radical group 
of Muslims on a mission to de-
fame him and win over his pa-
rishioners. 

“They’re not a part of our 
religious understanding,” he 
said. “They’re an extreme ver-
sion of Islam.”

Alam vehemently refuted 
the imam’s accusations of rad-
icalization, however, calling 
him “sick” for smearing an 
entire community in order to 
salvage his reputation. 

“That’s the card he’s play-

ing, the radical card? You’re 
talking about hundreds of 
people and they’re radical, 
but you’re a saint?” he said. 
“When someone makes a com-
ment like that, it’s sick.”

A Supreme Court judge 
actually granted a restrain-
ing order that Masjid Nur al-
Islam honchos fi led in 2015 
against Imam Ahmed’s then-
accusers — who included 
Khandaker Ahmed, as well as 
another speaker at the rally, 
Simon Mahmud, and 13 others 
— which prevented them from 
acting as mosque leaders and 
harassing congregants.

The imam refuted his op-
ponents’ claims on a point-by-
point basis, beginning with 
the Michigan purchases, 
which he said the mosque’s 
board of directors, executive 
board, and members approved, 
voting in favor of opening the 
out-of-state sister location to 
further the house of worship’s 
religious and charitable mis-
sions.  

And he admitted he agreed 
to step down in August if his 
critics dropped their lawsuit 
— even though he claimed the 
suit was frivolous and that his 
accusers actually blackmailed 
him into giving up his leader-
ship position, although he de-
clined to say how.

But his critics did not keep 
their end of the bargain and 
fi led the suit, Imam Ahmed 
said, so he never abdicated 
from managing the mosque, 
and any allegations of a hostile 
takeover are just lies meant to 
besmirch him.

“They never withdrew the 
case, so I maintained manage-
ment of the property,” he said.

Imam Ahmed said he hired 
the guards he arrived with 
on Thanksgiving day to shoo 
away squatters who refused 
to leave the mosque, and that 
the building will be closed 
for daily prayer until around 
Christmas to accommodate 
plumbing repairs at the prop-
erty.

FURIOUS FLOCK: Masjid Nur al-
Islam parishioners and reps from 
other Islamic-faith-based groups 
rallied outside the Kensington 
mosque on Dec. 1 in protest of Imam 
Gauhar Ahmed (above), whom they 
claimed fradulently took over the 
house of worship and locked them 
out last month (right). 
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Kensington’s Muslim ban
Imam bars congregants from praying at local mosque, members claim
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By Alexandra Simon

Catch a glimpse of an unseen city!
A new exhibit at the Brooklyn 

Museum makes visitors feel like 
they have traveled to the holy city of Mecca 
— a destination that is forbidden to non-
Muslims. A Saudi photographer spent years 
documenting the construction boom that 
has recently transformed the city, and his 
show “Ahmed Mater: Mecca Journeys” 
uses enormous images to capture that 
transformation. The project began when 
Mater traveled to Mecca and discovered 
how much it had changed since his last visit 
— an impression at odds with his idea of the 
city as a sacred, unchanging place.

“When I returned in 2008, it was to a 
very complex, dynamic, and multifaceted 
place. So before the project began, there 

was a desire to capture this symbolic, imag-
ined, remembered city, to try to align it with 
what was there, physically in front of me,” 
he said. “The cycles of construction and 
deconstruction, the changing city, meant I 
became compelled to dedicate five years of 
my life to documenting and recording the 
place, to what would eventually become a 
prayer for Mecca.”

The exhibit offers a unique glimpse at 
a city off-limits to most Brooklynites, said 
the show’s curator.

“Because Mecca is a city that can be 
visited only by Muslims, the exhibition 
provides a window into a place and a 
culture many people in the world will 
never have the opportunity to experience 
first-hand,” said Catherine Morris. “This 
exhibition of Ahmed Mater’s decade-long 

study of the city presents a rare opportunity 
for Brooklyn Museum visitors to journey 
through this iconic city.”

Mecca is the symbolic heart of Islam, 
and all adult members of the faith are 
expected to complete a pilgrimage to the 
city at least once. Millions of pilgrims visit 
the city during the annual hajj week, but 
Mater wanted to capture more than just 
the religious aspects of the city — he also 
documents the urban projects underway, as 
well as the hustle and bustle of the city’s two 
million year-round residents. 

“Mecca is not only a symbolic or holy 
city — it is a living city subject to the same 
social and   forces facing every major urban 
center in the world,” he said. “So it’s about 
a place, but it’s also about what that place 
means, and about many urban and social 

changes taking place around the world 
today.” 

The exhibit includes 28 oversized pho-
tographs, six videos, a symbolic sculp-
ture, and a floor-to-ceiling installation of 
windows that Mater rescued from historic 
building slated for demolition.

The large photos, the smallest of which 
are more than nine feet long, help visitors to 
feel immersed in the scene, said Mater.

“It has been amazing to see how these 
unexpected perspectives of a city most of 
the audience have never, and will never 
visit, have surprised and engaged,” he said.

“Ahmed Mater: Mecca Journeys” at the 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 852–7755, www.brooklynmuseum.
org]. $16 suggested donation. 

Photos capture construction boom in holy city

Building sights
Top of the mountain: In Ahmed Mater’s 2012 photo, now on 
display at Brooklyn Museum, a construction worker poses 
atop a work site in Mecca, Saudi Arabia. Ahmed Mater
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
The Double D is getting a dou-
ble!

The Feds promised to build 
a temporary watering hole in 
Gowanus  before draining and 
demolishing the nabe’s be-
loved Double D pool  in order 
to remove toxic waste that a 
former gas plant left buried 
beneath the recreation area, 
leaders of the Gowanus Canal 
cleanup announced.

“We won’t allow that to 
happen until a replacement 
pool is built, and nothing will 
happen at the park until the 
temporary pool is up and op-
erating,” Environmental Pro-
tection Agency honcho Walter 
Mugdan said at a Nov. 16 meet-
ing about scrubbing the Su-
perfund site.

But agency offi cials could 
not confi rm where the new 
pool will go or when, exactly, 
it will be built.

Utility company National 
Grid, under supervision of the 
federal agency, must dig up the 
sludge below the public water-
ing hole in Gowanus’s Thomas 
Greene Playground as  one of 
the polluters required to fund 
the cleanup of the fetid wa-
terway and its surrounding 
banks .

The utility provider — 
which owned the gas plant 
that formerly occupied the 
parkland — must also replace 
the Double D once the ground 
beneath it is purged of tox-
ins, and Mugdan said the city 
could kick in some dough to-
wards the restoration in order 
to build an even better facility 
than before.

“The obligation then is to 
provide the city with a replace-
ment of the same kind as what 
was there,” he said. “It would 
be silly not to take that won-
derful opportunity to improve 
the facilities that are there for 
the community.” 

Environmental Protection 
Agency honchos wanted to use 
the site of the exhumed Double 
D as the permanent storage 
space for two several-million-
gallon sewage tanks — which 
will hold raw waste and storm 
water so neither fl oods the ca-
nal when it rains — claiming 
the pool needed to be removed 
anyway in order to extract the 
muck underneath it and that 
fi lling the ditch with the tanks 
would kill two birds with one 
stone.

But locals  slammed the pro-
posal , charging that  neighbor-

hood youngsters would have 
nowhere else to take a dip dur-
ing the summer months  and 
demanding the federal agency 
park its sewage-packed cis-
terns elsewhere than the city 
park.

The Feds ultimately gave 
the city the authority to 
choose where the four and 
eight-million-gallon waste 
tanks should go, and the local 
lawmakers acquiesced to resi-
dents’ demands and proposed 
seizing private land on Nev-
ins and Butler streets along 
the canal to house the under-
ground vessels.

City offi cials claimed this 
solution, which Community 
Board 6 voted to approve last 
month, would only require 
the pool to close for as long 
as it takes to scrub the park 
clean, as opposed to shutter-
ing for the entire duration of 
the cleanup, which they said 
could take as long as a decade, 
according to Mugdan. 

“This part of the park has 
to be dug out anyway, but the 
city of New York had reasons 
— quite strong reasons — why 
it didn’t do that,” he said. “And 
quite a number of you in the 
community also said, ‘It’s one 
thing to lose our pool for two, 
three, maybe four years, but 
to lose it for eight to 10 years 
is no good.”

But if the city — which 

kicked-off its attempt to use 
eminent domain to seize the 
canal-adjacent land with a 
Nov. 27 public hearing as part 
of the Uniformed Land Use Re-
view Process — can’t acquire 
the parcels by 2020, the Feds 
will move forward with in-
stalling the tanks in the Dou-
ble D’s grave anyway.

And conducting a lengthy 
and expensive process to get 
the private properties — which 
could cost taxpayers as much 
as $70 million,  Crain’s re-
ported  — for the sake of keep-
ing the pool at its original site 
seems ludicrous, especially 
when the amenity is only used 
for a few months each year, ac-
cording to a Gowanus resident 
who spoke at the hearing.

“We are told that we are 
supposed to buy into this 
other alternative site merely 
because of the environmen-
tal injustice of our neighbors, 
my neighbors, losing the use 
of the swimming pool,” said 
Marlene Donnelly, a member 
of Friends and Residents Of 
Greater Gowanus. “Let’s put 
our money in sewage infra-
structure, not land acquisi-
tion.”

The beep will next weigh in 
on the land-seizure proposal, 
followed by the Department of 
City Planning and then Coun-
cil before it lands on Mayor 
DeBlasio’s desk.

DUPLICATING THE DOUBLE D: Environmental Protection Agency of-
fi cials promised to create a temporary replacement for Gowanus’s be-
loved watering hole while it is out of commission during the federally 
mandated cleanup of the neighborhood’s namesake canal. 
 File photo by Jason Speakman

PROBLEM PATHWAY: Locals may have to sacrifi ce street parking in 
order for the city to pay to repave this dangerous brick sidewalk. 
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Falls yield tough call

BY COLIN MIXSON
To walk, or to park: that is 
the question.

Owners of property along 
a stretch of Prospect Park 
West in Windsor Terrace 
may have to sacrifi ce street 
parking in order to repair 
 a brick sidewalk that locals 
continue to stumble and in-
jure themselves on , accord-
ing to a leader of the Depart-
ment of Transportation.

The agency’s borough 
commissioner Keith Bray an-
nounced the Sophie’s Choice 
to a crowd of residents and 
business owners during a 
public meeting on Nov. 28, 
claiming that in order for 
the city to fund repaving 
the dangerous walkway that 
runs from Bartel Pritchard 
Square to 18th Street, any 
project would have to include 
traffi c-safety improvements 
in the form of sidewalk ex-
tensions that would gobble 
up parking and narrow the 
roadway near intersections 
— a compromise that some 
locals called a no-brainer.

“For the good of the com-
munity, if it’s between a park-
ing space or a person being 
crippled or killed by a fall, I 
would vote to give up parking 
spaces,” said Don Kent, who 
owns a building on Windsor 
Place a few doors down from 
Prospect Park West.

Workers installed the 
brick sidewalk in 1987 and 
residents strolled it without 
issue for about a decade, said 
area property-owner Scott 
Nagel, who ran the Prospect 
Park West Merchants Associ-
ation when the masonry was 
fi rst laid.

The path eventually fell 
into disrepair, but proved 
far more diffi cult to main-
tain than its concrete coun-
terparts, according to the lo-
cal, who estimated he spends 
an average of $200 per year 
repairing the bricks outside 
his building — as opposed to 

an average of $400 per decade 
that he guessed he would pay 
for upkeep of concrete.

Another Prospect Park 
West property owner, Mau-
reen Pynn, claimed fi xing 
masonry that was dislodged 
by a tree outside her lot cost 
her $3,000 last year alone.

And even with regular 
maintenance, the sidewalk’s 
bricks remain a constant 
hazard to pedestrians — es-
pecially seniors — many of 
whom suffered nasty falls 
over the years, according to 
Kent, who said his 75-year-
old neighbor got fi ve stitches 
after taking a spill and that 
he met a younger man who 
broke his knee tripping over 
a loose block.

But not all locals wel-
comed Bray’s solution re-
quiring the installation of 
sidewalk extensions known 
as bump-outs.

Nagel said he’d rather get 
a group of fellow property 
owners to fund repaving the 
walkway, or fi nd another fi x 
that doesn’t sacrifi ce park-
ing.

“It’s a great idea to ask 
the city for money, but that 
the bump-outs are probably 
a very bad idea,” he said. “I’d 
be happy to chip in 50–50 to 
fi x the whole thing.”

And Pynn said that if of-
fi cials restrict the number of 
extensions per block to one or 
two, residents might be more 
amenable to installing them. 

“We’d probably want the 
bare minimum, because 
parking is such a big issue,” 
she said. “Why would we give 
up two spaces when you can 
give up half a space.”

The meeting’s organizer, 
Assemblyman Robert Car-
roll (D–Park Slope), prom-
ised to arrange more sessions 
to discuss the issue, at which 
transit agency reps would be 
expected to present a more 
specifi c thoroughfare-refur-
bishment plan.

Short-term splash
Feds will build stand-in for Gowanus pool during canal cleanup 

City may cut parking to fi x Terrace sidewalk
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a refi nery redefi ned.

A developer will transform the old 
Domino Sugar factory’s landmarked 
refi nery building into a futuristic glass-
and-brick offi ce space following the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission’s 
Nov. 28 vote to approve the design.

The greenlit proposal — which a 
new architect created after the build-
ing’s owners scrapped the fi rst land-
marks-approved makeover — is a 
sweet way to preserve the waterfront 
structure’s heritage while turning it 
into a contemporary workspace, ac-
cording to a leader of the project.

“The new plan is better for every-
one,” said David Lombino, who works 
for developer Two Trees, which is 
overseeing the conversion. “It honors 
and highlights the landmark; provides 
a fl exible, modern, and totally unique 
offi ce experience; and welcomes the 
public to enjoy this great piece of New 
York’s history.”

Honchos at the Brooklyn-based 
real-estate company in October tapped 
architect Vishaan Chakrabarti from 
Practice for Architecture and Urban-
ism to makeover the 19th-century Kent 
Avenue structure that once churned 
out Domino’s sweet stuff. 

His design calls for creating a 
glass-encased offi ce space with a bar-
rel-vaulted roof that is surrounded by 
the refi nery’s outer walls and set back 
from the brick exterior, allowing sun-
light and air to fl ow freely between the 
building’s old and new components, 
according to information from the de-
veloper. It will also include a court-
yard and ground-fl oor space for to-be-
announced restaurants and shops, as 
well as public bathrooms.

The architect’s predecessor pro-
posed a similar concept — a glass-
enclosed offi ce within the refi nery’s 
current exterior — but the crystal-
line workspace in that version butted 
against the brick walls, instead of being 

set back from them. Landmarks com-
mission members approved that plan 
in 2014, but the developer ultimately de-
cided to scrap it out of fear it would re-
sult in a dark, unwelcoming space that 
could drive tenants away, according to 
a  New York Magazine report . 

Chakrabarti fi rst presented his de-
sign to the landmarks agency in late 
October, but commissioners tabled 
their vote and told him to come back 
with more specifi c details about how 
he would protect the brick facade, con-
struct the glass vault, and maintain 
the industrial feel of the building’s ma-
sonry openings. 

The architect seemed to win the 
preservationists over the second time 
around, however, because they voted 
eight to one to approve his proposal.

And as promised, the iconic Dom-
ino Sugar sign,  which workers ripped 
from the exterior of the landmarked 
building in 2014 , will be placed atop it 
once construction wraps, according to 
a rep for the developer, who could not 
confi rm a completion date although 
previous reports claimed work will 
wrap around 2020. 

The refi nery sits in the middle of the 
old Domino Sugar factory site that Two 
Trees is transforming in its mega-de-
velopment project, which will include a 
total of fi ve residential and commercial 
buildings and a park on the sprawling 
parcel at the edge of the East River.

NEW LIFE: The city approved developer Two Trees’s plan to transform the landmarked 
Domino Sugar refi nery into offi ce space on Nov. 28. Practice for Architecture and Urbanism

Sweet second act!
City okays new redesign of lankmarked Domino site

CRYSTAL CLEAR: The developer’s proposal 
calls for building glass-encased offi ces inside 
the factory, which will retain its original brick 
facade.  Practice for Architecture and Urbanism
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s tree-son! 

City offi cials fi bbed to 
advance their  controver-
sial redesign for a section of 
Fort Greene Park  when they 
claimed that dozens of meadow 
trees destined for the hatchet 
are sick and near-death, be-
cause most of the green things 
are actually young and in 
prime health, according to 
some locals who cited a report 
from city-hired arborists.

“It indicates that, contrary 
to what our people were told 
along the way, poor health of 
trees was a very minor issue,” 
said Michael Gruen, an attor-
ney representing Friends of 
Fort Greene Park, a group that 
opposes the makeover.

The  Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission green-lit the 
polarizing changes last month  
following the project’s Sep-
tember approval by Commu-
nity Board 2, which cleared 
the way for the Department of 
Parks and Recreation to break 
ground on it in 2019.

The agency, as part of its 

“Parks Without Borders Pro-
gram,” plans to make Fort 
Greene Park’s entry at Myrtle 
Avenue and St. Edwards Street 
more welcoming to patrons by 
turning it into a grand cor-
ner entrance that leads to the 
Prison Ship Martyrs Monu-
ment, which requires  leveling 
some hilly mounds , creating a 
paved walkway to the memo-
rial, and cutting down trees.

Parks department honchos 
told locals  during the several-
month planning process  that 
the green things chosen for 
removal wouldn’t survive for 
much longer. But the agen-
cy’s forestry report — a sur-
vey of all 129 trees currently 
growing where the redesign 
would occur that Friends of 
Fort Greene Park received 
via a Freedom of Information 
Act request and shared with 
this newspaper — shows that 
many of the trees deemed old 
and ill were anything but, ac-
cording to Gruen.

“They were told that ap-
proximately 50 trees were sick 
or bad in age, would die in a 

few years, and had to be re-
moved,” he said. “Removing 
these trees had nothing to do 
with their health or age.”

Offi cials plan to axe 49 of 
the 129 trees near that corner 
of the park, 26 of which are 
large Norway maples — green 
things classifi ed as invasive 
by the city, which added the 
species to its  “do not plant 
list”  in 2006 — according to in-
formation from the report and 
parks department.

Foresters initially pegged 
the maples as young and 
healthy after a visual assess-
ment of their condition and 
size, according to a parks de-
partment spokeswoman, who 
said the agency later learned 
the trees were likely added in 
the early 1970s when they were 
between fi ve and 10-years-old 
and claimed they are “cer-
tainly not young trees.”

But a 10-year-old Norway 
maple planted in 1970 would 
be 57, which is only one third 
of the species’ lifespan, ac-
cording to  data from the State 
University of New York .

The agency will also cut 
down around 23 non-maple 
trees in the area — including 
some London planes, honey 
locusts, and zelkovas — only 
nine of which are sick, accord-
ing to the forestry report. The 
rest, including all nine honey 
locusts standing at the corner 
being made over, are being 
felled to accommodate the new 
design, the document says. 

Workers will replace most 
of the uprooted green things 
with saplings from the much 
smaller caliper species, which 
is about three-to-fi ve inches 
in diameter as opposed to the 
Norway maple’s heftier 10-to-
13 inch girth, the parks-de-

partment spokeswoman said.
Friends of Fort Greene 

Park members hired an inde-
pendent arborist from Glaeser 
Horticultural Consulting to 
review the vitality of the to-
be-felled trees, and that in-
vestigation showed the green 
things are young and in good 
health, though it did note that 
a handful of maple trees suf-
fer from minor root problems 
that could be corrected with-
out cutting them down.

Residents’ outcry over the 
trees getting the axe led some 
city offi cials to question the 
plan, with one demanding 
the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission rescind its ap-
proval of the makeover until 
the city truly reviews the en-
vironmental impacts of re-
moving the green things and 
other aspects of the redesign, 
including leveling the grassy 
mounds and covering absor-
bent grass with a paved path.

“I believe that the city has 
not done its due process, and 
that the redesign dulls the en-
vironmentally resilient fea-
tures that the park currently 
provides, such as mitigating 
storm water runoff,” Pub-
lic Advocate Letitia James 
penned in a Nov. 27 letter to 
the commission. “The city has 
not done the proper environ-
mental review.”

Cut in their prime
Report: Dozens of healthy trees will go in Ft. Greene Park redesign

GETTING THE AXE: Nine healthy 
honey-locust trees in Fort Greene 
Park will be cut down by the city.
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…not the FLU

“ I got my 
flu shot

BY JULIANNE CUBA
These new courts are a slam 
dunk!

Some of Brooklyn’s tallest 
athletes joined city leaders 
and local youngsters at a Dec. 
1 ribbon-snipping ceremony 
for two revamped basketball 
courts inside a Gowanus park 
named after a hoops-loving 
neighborhood teen who police 
fatally shot more than 20 years 
ago. And watching Brooklyn 
Nets superstars who play in 
the nearby Barclays Center 
remember the sports fan’s life 
was an honor, according to the 
boy’s dad.

“It actually means a lot 
to me knowing that I am get-
ting support from the likes of 
the Barclays Center and the 
Brooklyn Nets,” said Nicholas 
Heyward Sr. “It means a lot.”

The Downtown arena’s 

charitable arm, Barclays Cen-
ter Cares, and the basketball 
team’s philanthropic offshoot, 
the Brooklyn Nets Foun-
dation, together pitched in 
$324,000 to make over the pair 
of courts in Nicholas Naquan 
Heyward Jr. Park, which went 
more than two decades with-
out renovations despite a 2011 
refreshening of the rest of the 
Wyckoff Street meadow.

Department of Parks and 
Recreation workers revamped 
the tired play spaces with a 
fresh coat of paint and new 
nets, hoops, backboards, fenc-
ing, benches, and water foun-
tains equipped with water-
bottle fi llers.

An offi cer patrolling the 
neighborhood’s public-hous-
ing complex the Gowanus 
Houses  fatally shot the 13-year-
old Heyward in his apartment 

in 1994 , and city offi cials re-
named the former Gowanus 
Houses Playground — where 
the aspiring professional ath-
lete loved to spend afternoons 
shooting hoops and dribbling, 
according to his dad — after 
the teen in 2001.

And the elder Heyward — 
who runs  a foundation in his 
son’s name  and hosts an an-
nual basketball tournament 

in the park on the late boy’s 
birthday — said he hopes the 
ceremony with Nets players 
including D’Angelo Russell, 
Spencer Dinwiddie, and Jar-
rett Allen wasn’t a mere pub-
licity stunt, and that city offi -
cials will continue to invest in 
more youth and community 
centers in the nabe, especially 
after  they shuttered the Gow-
anus Houses Community Cen-

ter  more than 10 years ago, he 
said. 

“I’m hoping that they will 
really dedicate their support 
to something that I’ve been 
trying to do in the community 
for years, which is establish a 
safe haven for the youth,” said 
Heyward Sr. “The youth in the 
community do not even have a 
place to go after school to help 
elevate themselves.”

Courts are 
in session

ON THE BALL: (Left) A youngster practiced 
dribbling on the new courts inside Nicholas 
Naquan Heyward Jr. Park. (Above) City offi -
cials and some Brooklyn Nets players unveiled 
revamped basketball courts in the Gowanus 
meadow named for a local teen killed by po-
lice in 1994, the athletic facilities’ fi rst renova-
tion in more than 20 years. 
 Photos by Caleb Caldwell

Fresh hoops open in Gowanus park
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Caring for a family member who has trouble with thinking and 
memory can be extremely challenging. So challenging, in fact, 
that caregivers may feel overwhelmed, struggling to maintain 
their own health and well-being.

NYU Langone’s Family Support Program provides convenient, 
personalized, and ongoing support to people caring for someone 
with Alzheimer’s or other thinking and memory disorders.

The program is provided free of charge to individuals living 
within the fi ve boroughs. You will receive access to counseling; 
connections to doctors and support groups; and compassionate 
guidance by being paired with a caregiver who has had a similar 
experience.

Join a community dedicated to providing the support and 
guidance you need, for as long as you need it.

For more information or to enroll, call us at 646.754.2277 
or visit nyulangone.org/memorydisordersupport.

The Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias Family Support Program
is supported by a grant from the New York State Department of Health.

THE ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 
AND RELATED DEMENTIAS 

FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM.

YOUR FATHER
KEEPS WANDERING
AWAY FROM HOME.
BUT IT’S YOU WHO

FEELS LOST.

429009-01_NYU1793_CommunityNews_2017_P4C.indd   1 10/3/17   4:28 PM

Attorney Advertising 

ABUSED  
BY CLERGY? 

646-679-5996

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!  
Contact us about the Sexual Abuse Compensation Programs (IRCP)

AndersonAdvocates.com

DEADLINE TO ACT:
December 21  

Diocese of Brooklyn
December 31

Diocese of Rockville Centre

1745 Broadway, 17th Floor
New York, New York 10019 

366 Jackson St., Suite 100
St. Paul, MN 55101

BY COLIN MIXSON
They hope this puss knocks boots!

A male member of Africa’s small-
est wild-feline species joined the me-
nagerie at Prospect Park Zoo’s noctur-
nal section last week, and zookeepers 
hope to introduce him to a female in 
the near future so the two can do their 
part in perpetuating their rarefying 
breed, according to the animal house’s 
head honcho.

“Our hope is to breed the cats to 
contribute to the survival of the spe-
cies, while educating our guests about 
a beautiful yet vulnerable cat species 
that is unknown to most people,” said 
Denise McClean, the zoo’s director.

The diminutive black-footed cat is 
native to Southern Africa, where it 
tends to keep to itself, hunting birds 
and rodents at night with the aid of its 
large eyes and razor-sharp claws.

The breed has seen better days, 
however, and a loss of habitat coupled 
with poaching and indiscriminate 
trapping led the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature to clas-

sify black-footed cats as vulnerable, a 
designation the species has held since 
2002.

And even though the fuzz munch-
kin hails from half a world away, some 
locals said it would look right at home 
hunting rats in Brooklyn.

“It does look like a regular cat,” 
Sheepshead Bay resident Yasmine Ar-
slan said after examining a picture of 
the zoo’s latest fl uff ball.

New bachelor on 
the prowl at zoo
Zookeepers hope to breed ‘vulnerable’ wild cat

MEOW: The Prospect Park Zoo added this 
black-footed cat from Africa to its nocturnal 
exhibit last week. Julie Larsen Maher
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Reefer madness
Patrolmen busted two guys for 

allegedly smoking pot on separate 
occasions late last month.

One offi cer was near Prospect 
Place and Carlton Avenue at 1 am 
on Nov. 20 when he spotted a man 
smoking a joint on the street, cops 
said. Authorities pinched another 
alleged pot smoker on Wykoff Street 
between Nevins Street and Third 
Avenue at 9:25 am on Nov. 25, after 
a cop spotted him with a joint in his 
hand, according to a report.

Both men were arrested and 
charged with criminal possession 
of marijuana, cops said.

Teen terror
Cops busted a 16-year-old boy 

suspected of stealing a man’s phone 
and threatening to shoot the victim 
when he demanded his device be re-
turned inside a Hanson Place shop-
ping center on Nov. 22.

The victim, 60, told police he 
stopped inside the mall between 
Hanson Place and Atlantic Avenue 
to charge his phone at 3:50 am, when 
the suspect approached him and 
started up a conversation. As the 
pair spoke, the alleged crook slyly 
unplugged the man’s device from its 
charger and slid it into his pocket, 
but he wasn’t slick enough, and the 
older fellow called him out on it, 
cops said.

The suspect, not willing to hand 
over his illicit item, then reached 
into his waistband and the told vic-
tim he’d shoot him, police said. But 
the crook didn’t get far after that — 
New York’s Finest booked him that 
night on a robbery charge, accord-
ing to a report.

Pie guys
Police arrested two men, ages 

45 and 53, accused of busting into a 
Fifth Avenue pizza joint on Nov. 22.

The suspects allegedly made nu-
merous attempts to force their way 
into the pie spot between 10th and 
11th streets at around 3:45 am, be-
fore fi nally breaking open the front 
door and letting themselves inside, 
according to cops, who said the pair 
hung around for a few minutes, but 
didn’t take anything and soon fl ed.

Someone from the restaurant re-
ported the break-in around 2 pm, 
and investigators made short work 
of tracking down the suspects, who 
were arrested on attempted bur-
glary charges that day, cops said.

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Checking out
A thief robbed a Duffi eld Street 

hotel at gunpoint on Dec. 4, taking 
cash, offi cials said.

An employee told police that 
the suspect waltzed into the ho-
tel between Willoughby and Ful-
ton streets at 4:15 am, holding what 
looked like a gun inside his pocket 
and snarling, “Give me the money, 
or I’ll shoot.”

The thief fl ed with two cash reg-
isters containing $1,500, but cops ar-
rived on the scene quickly and a foot 
chase along Prince Street ensued, 
which resulted in the perp escap-
ing, but leaving his ill-gotten gains 
for cops to recover, police said.

Code breaker
Some goon stole a man’s phone 

on Pacifi c Street on Dec. 1 after forc-
ing the victim into giving up his 
passcode, authorities said.

The victim, 15, told police he was 
between Third and Fourth avenues 
at 4:31 pm when the suspect snatched 
his phone and barked, “Enter your 
passcode, or I will f--- you up.”

The teen duly complied, and the 
brute absconded with his $900 iP-
hone 8, cops said.

Boy burgled
Two thieves robbed a 15-year-old 

boy on Livingston Street on Dec. 1, 
police said.

The victim told authorities he 
was strolling with a friend near 
Flatbush Avenue at 3:45 pm when 
some goon pressed an unknown ob-
ject against his back, while an ac-
complice went through his pockets, 
and pulled out his debit card and 
smart phone.

The crooks fl ed with their stolen 
stuff, and a police search came up 
short, offi cials said.

Rough commute
Some crook beat and robbed a 

straphanger waiting at the DeKalb 
Avenue subway station on Dec. 1, 
cops said.

The victim told police he was 
standing on the Manhattan-bound 
platform at the station near Flat-
bush Avenue Extension when the 
crook snatched the phone from his 
hand and shoved him before fl eeing 
with three other men.

Beats bandit
Cops arrested a man who stole 

a guy’s headphones and threatened 
him with a pair of scissors inside a 
Main Street building on Dec. 1.

The victim told police he forgot 
his headphones in the building be-

tween Water and Front streets at 
8:30 am, and returned to fi nd them 
in the suspect’s possession.

The 29-year-old suspect allegedly 
refused to return the $300 head-
phones, and at one point brandished 
a pair of scissors, shouting, “Come 
in and get them,” offi cials said.

Police busted the suspect on rob-
bery charges and recovered the vic-
tim’s valuables in his backpack later 
that day, authorities said.  

 — Colin Mixson

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Street stabbing
A pair of louts stabbed a guy and 

stole his cash on Myrtle Avenue on 
Nov. 28, police said.

The 63-year-old victim told cops 
he was walking near Washington 
Park around 10:30 am when the two 
nogoodniks approached him and 
the fi rst put his hand on the victim’s 
shoulder before removing $152 in 
cash from his pocket. The second 
malefactor then tried to knife the 
man when he told the baddies he 
had no more money, but the victim 
raised his hand to block the blade 
and wound up getting cut, offi cials 
said. 

The ruffi ans then threw him to 
the ground and he hit his head, ac-
cording to a report.

Phantom pilferer
A jerk broke into a woman’s 

Saint James Place home on Nov. 30 
and stole her jewelry and electron-
ics, authorities said.

The thief broke into the apart-
ment between Greene and Gates av-
enues through the front door some-
time between 3:30 and 5:30 pm and 
swiped a Macbook Pro, diamond 
earrings, $100 bills, gold rings, and 
a speaker, all worth a total of $3,050, 
police said.

Bye bye bike!
Some weasel stole a woman’s 

keys and the Citi Bike she was using 
on Willoughby Street on Nov. 24, of-
fi cials said. 

The victim told police she 
dropped her keys with a key ring 
allowing her unlimited access to 
the bike service near Hall Street 
around 4 pm, and later got an e-mail 
that she was still getting charged for 
someone using the bike, cops said. 

In the blink of an eye
A goniff swiped a woman’s wal-

let from her purse as she was riding 
a G train near Lafayette Avenue on 
Nov. 28, police said.

The scoffl aw must have reached 
inside the 39-year-old victim’s 
purse and grabbed her wallet while 
aboard the Church Avenue-bound 
green bullet, which she boarded at 
the Classon Avenue station, cops 
said. 

And when the woman hopped 
off near Fulton Street, she realized 
her bag was open and her wallet 
with her driver’s license, fi ve credit 
cards, BJ’s card, and Patrolmen’s 
Benevolent Association card, all 
worth a total of $45, was missing, 
according to a report.

Dropped and gone
Some sneak stole a woman’s wal-

let at a DeKalb Avenue hospital on 
Nov. 29, police said. 

The 27-year-old said she dropped 
her wallet containing her Domini-
can Republic identifi cation card, 
United States resident card, and 
two credit cards in the medical cen-
ter near Willoughby Street around 
2 pm, and later got a call from one 
of the credit-card companies that 
some baddie was using the cards, 
authorities said. — Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE–DYKER HEIGHTS

Nodded, and robbed
A punk stole a man’s iPhone 7, 

driver’s license, and debit and credit 
cards when he was sleeping on the 
N train between the Bay Parkway 
and Eighth Avenue stations on Dec. 
3, cops said.

The man told police that he got 
on the train at Stillwell Avenue sta-
tion at 3 am, and missed his stop at 
Bay Parkway because he fell asleep. 
He woke up at Eighth Avenue by 4 
am and realized his phone — along 
with its wallet case and the cards — 
was missing, authorities said.

Cash grabber
A lout stole a little more than 

$700 from a Ridge man’s purloined 
debit card at an ATM on 18th Ave-
nue at some point after Nov. 13, po-
lice said.

The thief snagged the cash at the 
corner of 65th Street, according a 
report. 

Left it, lost it
A miscreant stole a man’s wallet, 

citizenship card, two credit cards, 
and a debit card from inside his un-
locked car parked on 14th Avenue  
between Nov. 26 and 29, cops said.

The man parked the car at 81st 
Street at 4 pm on the 26th and re-
turned at noon on the 29th to fi nd 
the items gone, authorities said.

— Julianne McShane
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Get a Fresh Look for the Holiday’s
Interiors  Exteriors Fences-Wrought Iron Decks 

Clean Outs  Specialty Effects Handyman
Color Consultations  Quick & Reliable

Stroke 
of Style 
Painting

Serving 
Brooklyn & 

Staten Island 
Over 

20 Years

Residential & Commercial 

cell 917.214.3139  office 718.442.4528

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

A

UTODENT COLLISION COR

P

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

  Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
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THE WINCHENDON SCHOOL
HIGH SCHOOL CAN BE INTERESTING!
brooklyn.winchendon.org

TIRED OF LEARNING ONLY  
WHAT OTHER PEOPLE  
THINK IS IMPORTANT? 

LEARN MORE: 

THE WINCHENDON SCHOOL OFFERS: 

• High school serving grades 9-12 boarding 

 or day campus in MA

• A NEW day campus in Brooklyn, NY coming in 

September 2018

• NY Campus classroom center will be located 

at the CDSC on Classon Avenue

• Highly individualized and engaging learning 

for students to achieve their greatest 

potential and success

• Graduates studying at top universities: 

Babson, BC, Union, GWU, UC San Diego, Davis 

College, SMU, UMass, Purdue, Providence,  

St. John’s, and Stanford University. 

• Financial aid and scholarships available

For additional information, contact Sean Duncan  
at 347-328-5653 or sduncan@winchendon.org

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a Whole new place to 
shop!

Whole Foods will open 
its long-awaited Fort Greene 
mini-market on Jan. 31 next 
year, honchos of the Amazon-
owned supermarket chain 
announced on Tuesday. The 
new Whole Foods Market 365 
— the store’s inaugural East 
Coast branch — joins the 
 just-opened Apple Downtown 
Brooklyn  as a retailer inside 
the nabe’s swanky 32-story 
300 Ashland tower.  

The store’s inventory will 
be similar to that at its larger 
sister locations in  Williams-
burg  and  Gowanus , but will 
boast a less robust selection 
of ready-to-go meals and gro-
cery items — which have in-
cluded such head-scratching 
offerings as  “asparagus wa-
ter”  and  plastic-enclosed pre-
peeled oranges .

Several high-end food sell-
ers including a bakery-and-
coffee joint, an organic-juice 
bar, and a 100-percent plant-
based burger slinger will also 

set up shop inside the store, 
according to the supermar-
ket’s honchos.

Whole Foods Market 365 
isn’t the fi rst trendy grocer 
to arrive in the area — ear-
lier this year,  a second Brook-
lyn outpost of Trader Joe’s 
opened  just a few blocks away 
at Downtown’s City Point 
complex.

Whole Foods Market 365 
(292 Ashland Place between 
Lafayette Avenue and Hanson 
Place in Fort Greene). Opens 
Jan. 31, 2018.

Ft. Greene Whole Foods to open in Jan.

COMING SOON: Whole Foods Market 365 will open in Fort Greene next January, about 18 months after the 
grocer opened this outpost in Williamsburg.  Whole Foods Market

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It was the fright before Christ-
mas!

Fort Greeners descended 
upon their nabe’s namesake 
park on Dec. 3 for a tree-light-
ing ceremony where some 
youngsters wowed by the 
dazzling spectacle were less 
thrilled about encountering 
its guest of honor — who rode 
his sleigh from the North Pole 
to join locals at the bash — ac-
cording to one mom.

“She was quite excited 
when they lit the tree up, not 
so keen on Santa,” Clinton 
Hill resident Tatiana Gott 
said of her 2-and-a-half-year-
old daughter Fridha, whom 
she brought to the holiday cel-
ebration. “I asked her if she 
wanted to meet Santa and she 
said, ‘No mommy, no, no.’ She 
was a little scared.”

Another mother whose 
15-month-old son paid his fi rst 
visit to the jolly old elf at the 
festivities near Myrtle Av-
enue and Washington Park 
described that meeting as 
slightly more successful. 

“It wasn’t a complete disas-
ter — he was slightly scared, 
but he wasn’t like freaking 
out,” said Clinton Hill local 
Jennifer Sgobbo of her tyke 
Julian Russell. “It was his fi rst 
time sitting on Santa’s lap.”

Kids spooked by Saint Nick 
lifted their spirits by munch-
ing on cookies, sipping on 
hot cocoa, and listening to a 
neighborhood choir perform 
classic yuletide melodies at 
the fourth-annual party.

Holiday fear!
Santa spooks kids at tree lighting

ALL LIT UP: Fifteen-month-old 
Julian Russell showed his holiday 
spirit at the Dec. 3 tree-lighting 
ceremony. Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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I am living proof that 
buprenorphine treatment works.

888-NYC-WELL 
nyc.gov/health/addictiontreatment

Bill de Blasio
Mayor

Mary T. Bassett, MD, MPH
Commissioner

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Administrators at the Brook-
lyn Hospital Center in Fort 
Greene must cut checks to sex-
ual-assault victims who were 
illegally billed for rape kits 
over the past several years, 
New York State’s Attorney 
General said on Nov. 28 while 
announcing a settlement he 
reached with hospital offi cials.

The state’s top prosecutor 
cut the deal with the medi-
cal center’s honchos after an 
investigation uncovered that 
Brooklyn Hospital broke the 
law when it charged sexual-
assault survivors for their 
tests — a horrible and illegal 
mistake that only added to the 
victims’ burdens, he said.

“It’s hard to imagine the 
heartache and anxiety a sur-
vivor must feel having to 
fi ght a collection agency over 
an unlawful bill for a rape 
kit,” Eric Schneiderman 
said in a statement. “It’s un-
acceptable, and we will not 

allow it to continue.”
The attorney general 

started sniffi ng around at the 
DeKalb Avenue hospital after 
a patient complained that she 
received seven bills for a fo-
rensic-rape exam she under-
went in its emergency room. 
Sexual-assault survivors are 
entitled to free emergency care 
under New York State law, ac-
cording to Schneiderman.

His hard look revealed that 
between January 2015 and 
February 2017, medical-center 
administrators incorrectly 
billed 85 out of 86 rape-exam 
recipients, either by directly 
sending invoices to patients 
or submitting them to their 
insurers without discussing 
payment options as required 
by the law,  according to the in-
vestigation report . 

Hospital offi cials claimed 
the charges were merely a 
clerical error, but agreed to 
overhaul their protocols to en-
sure similar mistakes never 

happen again as part of the 
settlement, according to the 
facility’s head honcho.

“There was an inadver-
tent breakdown in our bill-
ing processes related to sex-

ual assault victims, which 
we deeply regret,” Gary Ter-
rinoni said  in a statement , in 
which he also pledged to fol-
low laws in place to protect 
sexual-assault victims.

If you would like to issue a 
complaint regarding the hos-
pital’s billing or other health-
care issues, contact the At-
torney General’s Health Care 
Helpline at (800) 428–9071.

Hospital heals 
sore wounds

MAKING AMENDS: Honchos at Fort Greene’s Brooklyn Hospital Center will repay sexual-assault victims who 
were illegaly charged for rape kits as part of a settlement reached with New York State Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman that the top prosecutor announced on Nov. 28. File photo by Stefano Giovannini

Will pay back clients illegally billed for rape kits



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 8–14, 2017 13  DT

State-of-the-Art Cosmetic Dentistry Procedures 
Designed to Make the Best First Impression Possible

Joseph Lichter, D.D.S.
Now Offi ce Hours Available in Manhattan

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Call today for a convenient appointment 718.339.7878
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

1420 Ave. P, 2nd Floor Btw. E. 14th & 15th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11229

200 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10016

NEW PATIENTS ONLY

$99
Dental Cleaning & Exam 

(Brooklyn location only)

® Whiter Teeth in 
Just ONE Visit!

Teeth whitening has become an essential part of personal maintenance. When you 
have a set of stunning pearly whites, your quality of life and self-esteem will soar.

Whether you want in-offi ce or at-home whitening, we have a brilliant solution for you.

PORCELAIN VENEER 
If you have chipped, dull, rotated or gapped teeth, ask us about porcelain veneers. Porcelain 
veneers are known to be the most durable, life-like, and esthetic cosmetic dental solutions for 
a plefora of dental challenges. Veneers are a rapid way to adjust the alignment, shape, and size 
of your current teeth. They’ll completely revitalize your smile and the best news is that they 
typically take only 2 visits 1 week apart. There is ZERO down time 

Veneers is a beautiful quick-fix for decay, chips, rotations, gaps or discoloration. This relatively noninvasive procedure can 
restore the look and function of your natural teeth.

Dental Implants replace a missing tooth, creating a seamless 
and beautiful smile. As a world class prosthodontist, Dr. Lichter 
has advanced training in the creation and replacement of dental 
implants. His goal is a natural, attractive smile that lasts a lifetime.

DENTAL IMPLANTS
(Abutment & Crown Additional Cost)

Designed as an alternative to traditional braces, Invisalign® can inconspicuously straighten 
crooked and unevenly spaced teeth. Invisalign® eliminates bulky metal brackets and 
wires by using a system of clear plastic aligners instead. Each set of aligners is custom-
made to fi t the patient’s teeth comfortably while gently guiding the teeth into their ideal position Dr. Lichter recommends 
Invisalign® for patients who want to discreetly improve the appearance of their smile and function of their bite. 

Three teens beat and rob 
victim in Hills, police say
BY ANTHONY ROTUNNO

Cops are hunting for 
three snakes who they 
said viciously assaulted 
and robbed a guy on a 
Cypress Hills street on 
Nov. 12.

The 23-year-old vic-
tim told police the teen 
brutes approached 
him near Fulton Street 
and Nichols Avenue — 
with one riding up on a 
scooter — around 10:50 
pm and began a conver-
sation, before one of the 
alleged attackers lifted 
the guy off his feet and 
slammed him onto the 
pavement.

Two of the suspects 
then started punching 
and kicking the victim 
while he was down, and 
removed his backpack 
before running off in 
opposite directions on 
Nichols Avenue with his 

cell phone, wallet, debit 
card, video-game sys-
tem, and $100 in cash, 
according to a report.

Surveillance footage 
of the incident shows an 
individual began to ap-
proach the trio as they 
attacked the guy, but 
the person quickly re-
treated.

Authorities de-
scribed the suspects as 
three men between 16 
and 18-years-old.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding the 
incident is asked to call 
Crime Stoppers at (800) 
577–8477. The public 
can also submit tips by 
logging onto the Crime 
Stoppers website at 
 www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com  or by texting 
tips to 274637 (CRIMES) 
then entering TIP577. 
All tips are confi dential.

BY ANTHONY ROTUNNO
It was a stick-y situation.

A trio of teenage 
jerks vandalized a man’s 
car with sticks before 
physically attack-
ing him when he 
exited his vehicle 
in Williamsburg 
on Nov. 5, authori-
ties said.

The three 
b r a n c h - c a r r y -
ing suspects ap-
proached the 
43-year-old victim 
while he sat inside 
his car parked in 
front of 17 Orient 
Ave. around 6:20 
pm, and started 
bashing the auto-
mobile with the 
sticks until he fl ed 
the vehicle, police 
said. 

The alleged ruffi -
ans proceeded to slug 
the guy in his head and 
torso, leaving painful 
bruises all over his body, 
before fl eeing to parts 
unknown, according to 
a report.     

Paramedics took the 
man to Wyckoff Heights 
Medical Center where 
he received treatment 
for his injuries before 

being released.
Cops described 

the three suspects 
as men between the 
ages of 17 and 19.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding the 
incident is asked to call 
Crime Stoppers at (800) 
577–8477. The public can 
also submit tips by log-
ging onto the Crime Stop-
pers website at  www.nyp-
dcrimestoppers.com  or 
by texting tips to 274637 
(CRIMES) then enter-
ing TIP577. All tips are 
strictly confi dential.

Cops: Trio sticks it to 
man in Williamsburg 

SUSPECTS: Police are searching 
for this trio of teenagers, who 
they said attacked a guy’s car with 
sticks while he was inside the vehi-
cle in Williamsburg on Nov. 5.  NYPD
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www.hunterssteakhouse.com

Deluxe New Year’s Eve 
Four Course Dinner Party Menu

Appetizers
 

Salad 
 

Entrées 
(CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING) 

(Entées served with Potato and Vegetable) 

Coffee & Dessert 

Party in the New Year

 

The party starts at 9:30pm

New Year’s Eve Options
Ala Carte Dinner seatings are 3pm, 5pm, 7pm

Midnight Party seating is 9pm
$125 p.p. (tax & tip are included)

Dinner Live Music Full Open Bar

   Open Bar at The Bar
 $40 p.p.

9pm – 2am

LIVE 
MUSIC 
ON WEEKEND

SEASON’S  EATINGS & HOLIDAY CATERING

BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com
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NEXT DOOR
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Dining Across the Waterfront

www.NextDoorBrooklyn.com

2005 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn

Holiday
Lunch and Dinner 

Specials

Elegant 
Presentation
Quality
Ingredients
Impeccable Service
Unparalleled Taste

OPEN 
Christmas & New Year’s Eve 
Christmas & New Year’s Day

Call For Details

2003 Emmons Ave. 
718.332.6064

 Join us on Christmas & New Years Eve
and Christmas & New Years Day 

SEASON’S  EATINGS & HOLIDAY CATERING
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Cheers to St. Francis College for 
bringing the fi ght against smoking to 
the borough.

As part of the Great American 

Smokeout, NYC Smoke-Free collab-
orated with St. Francis College to en-

courage smokers 
on campus and in 
the larger com-
munity to quit 
for one day and to 
raise awareness 
of the importance 
of smoke-free pro-
tections in creat-
ing environments 

where quit attempts are more likely to 
be successful.

“I commend NYC Smoke-Free and 
St. Francis College for bringing the 
fi ght against smoking to Brooklyn 
Heights and beyond,” said Borough 

President Adams. “Smoking is a 
damaging habit that leads to many 
long-term health problems, including 
asthma, cancer, and emphysema.”

Dr. Michele Montecalvo, the event 
co-organizer and Health Sciences and 
Health Care Management professor at 
St. Francis, added: “The Great Amer-
ican Smokeout is an opportunity to 
continue the conversation about to-
bacco use, social justice, advocacy, and 
stress relief.”

Julia Cuthbertson, borough com-
munity engagement coordinator for 
NYC Smoke-Free at Public Health 

Solutions, added: “NYC Smoke-Free 
is thrilled to join St. Francis College 
and many other community partners 
and local leaders for the Great Amer-
ican Smokeout to draw attention to 
the devastating tobacco epidemic and 
need for smoke-free environments to 
protect the health of all New Yorkers.”

Activities on campus included 
an #IWantToBeAFormerSmoker 

Health Fair, presentations by health 
educators, a screening of the short fi lm 
Black Lives, Black Lungs, perfor-
mances by St. Joseph’s High School 

Choir and Steppers, and an inter-
active “Lung to Lung” panel on the 
state of tobacco use in NYC’s most pop-
ulous borough.

The Great American Smokeout, an 
event created by the American Can-

cer Society, is held annually on the 
third Thursday of November and is ob-
served nationwide.

St. Francis College [Address: 180 
Remsen St., between Court and Clin-
ton streets in Brooklyn Heights; (718) 
489–5200]

BOROUGH WIDE

Who loves you, baby?
BrooklynGives does — The  Giv-

ing Tuesday campaign has raised 
over $360,000 in just 24 hours. Wow-
wee-Kazowee!

The fi ve non-profi ts selected for 
the coming Spark Prize will be an-
nounced in early January. Each will 
receive a “no strings attached” grant 
of $100,000 and will be honored at the 
Spark Prize Celebration breakfast 

on Feb. 8.

Special thanks go to #Brooklyn-
Gives sponsors TD Bank, National 

Grid, the Borough President’s Of-

fi ce, and the Brooklyn Chamber of 

Commerce—especially the Young 

BK Professionals. 

Brooklyn Community Foundation 
[1000 Dean St. at Bergen Street in Pros-
pect Heights; www.BrooklynCommuni-
tyFoundation.org]

What a gift!
The Walentas Family Founda-

tion announced the recipients of this 
year’s Neighborhood School Grants. 
Local schools will receive a total 
of $350,000 in grant funding to sup-
port diverse initiatives for students 

in grades K–12. “The Neighborhood 
School Grants program amplifi es the 
creativity, vision, and energy of the 
school community, ” said Jed Walen-

tas, CEO of Two Trees Management 

Company.
The schools that received Neigh-

borhood School Grants include:
PS 282 Music Program, Park Slope; 

Academy of Arts & Letters, Fort 
Greene-Clinton Hill; Achievement 
First Brooklyn High School, Crown 
Heights; Brooklyn Community Arts 
& Media High School (BCAM) Clin-
ton Hil-Bedford Stuyvesant;Brooklyn 
High School for Leadership and Com-
munity Service, Clinton Hill; The 
Brooklyn Latin School, Bushwick; 
P373K The Brooklyn Transition Cen-
ter Dance Ability Studio, Williams-
burg; PS 23 Carter G Woodson Ele-
mentary School, Bedford Stuyvesant; 
Compass Charter School, Fort Greene; 
MS 577 Conselyea Preparatory School, 
Williamsburg; PS 132 The Conselyea 
School, Williamsburg; IS 318 Eugenio 
Maria De Hostos School, Williams-
burg; PS 257 John F. Hylan Elemen-

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Raise a couple of pints for the stu-
dents and staff at St. Edmund Pre-

paratory High School.

St. Edmund hosted its annual 
Fall blood drive on Nov. 22, which 
was coordinated by Kathy De-

Mello, RN, the school’s nurse.
Students, alumni, faculty and 

staff rolled up their sleeves and 
gave, gave and gave some more. By 

the end of the day over 127 units of 
the red stuff was collected, which 
will be used to save 381 lives.

“I am so proud of our current 
students and of those who returned 
to the school to donate,” said Nurse 
DeMello. She added, “These young 
men and women who are willing 
help others are the true heroes.”

St. Edmund Preparatory High 
School [2474 Ocean Ave. at Avenue T 
in Sheepshead Bay; (718) 743–6100]

When smoke doesn’t get in your lungs

Giving in the blood at St. Edmund

tary School, Williamsburg; PS 56 
Lewis H. Latimer Elementary School, 
Clinton Hill; PS 44 Marcus Garvey El-
ementary, Bedford Stuyvesant; The 
Monitor School, Greenpoint; Park 
Place Community Middle School. 
Bedford Stuyvesant; PS 11 Purvis J 
Behan Elementary, Clinton Hill; PS 
9 Teunis G Bergen Elementary, Pros-
pect Heights; Urban Dove Team Char-
ter High School, Bedford Stuyvesant; 
and Williamsburg Early Childhood 
Center, Williamsburg.

twotreesny.com/neighborhood-
school-grants-recipients.

MIDWOOD

On the road to Rhodes
Kudos to Borough daughter 

Thamara Jean. The Hunter 

College co-ed was awarded the 
prestigious Rhodes Scholar-

ship, which is given to only 32 
students in the United States, and 
the fi rst Hunter student to ever 
receive it. 

Thamara is the daughter of 
Haitian immigrants. She gradu-
ated from Edward R. Murrow 
High School, is active in her com-
munity, and a Macaulay honors 
student at Hunter.

“Thamara Jean is an amaz-
ing story,” said Hunter president 
Jennifer Raab. “She is an ex-
traordinary young scholar and 
activist who will make her mark 
as a public intellectual. She rep-
resents Hunter’s commitment 
to making the American Dream 
come true.” 

Thamara said, “The Rhodes 
Scholarship means a great deal 
to me and my whole family.  Both 
my parents are immigrants from 
Haiti and seeing their kids accom-
plish so much just reaffi rms why 
they came to this country in the 
fi rst place. Also, being the fi rst 
from Hunter to win is meaning-
ful because I can play an impor-
tant part in establishing a path 
for students who, before now, may 
never even have considered pur-
suing an opportunity like this.”

Thamara will receive full ex-
penses for two or three years of 
study at the University of Ox-

ford in England, where she will 
enter in October of 2018 and study 
Political Theory.

CHEERS!: School Nurse Kathy DeMello (in the printed shirt) is surrounded by students 
and alumni who generously donated blood at the annual St. Edmund Blood Drive on 
Nov. 22.  Joanna DelBuono
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Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide

transform the property into a mixed-
use development with accommoda-
tions for humans — and horses.

That deal fell through, however, 
and the family then talked with a num-
ber of would-be purchasers,  including 
offi cials from the Department of Parks 

and Recreation , who hoped to preserve 
the stables as a public amenity.

But the city’s offer did not guaran-
tee Blankenship continued operation 
of the facility under the parks depart-
ment, and required the family to pony 
up hundreds of thousands of dollars 
for horse care while the agency chose 
a manager for the barn, so  he and his 
mother turned it down  believing they 
could get a better deal at auction.

Continued from cover

STABLES

residents out, according to the head of 
a tenants’ rights group that supports 
the suit.

“We joined this lawsuit because we 
are opposed to market-rate housing on 
public land,” said Katie Goldstein, who 
runs Tenants & Neighbors. “We be-
lieve that a market-rate project of this 
magnitude in this neighborhood will 
lead to displacement of both unregu-
lated and regulated tenants.”

Legal Aid’s complaint alleges that a 
city rule requiring developers to study 
the effects of new housing on tenants 
who occupy market-rate apartments 
— but not rent-regulated units — is un-
fair,  claiming that some residents who 
benefi t from rent stabilization could be 
harassed by greedy landlords as area 
rents rise, according to Goldiner.

“Gentrifi cation affects all apart-
ments – regulated or unregulated — 
and the city’s land-use decisions need 
to factor in that reality,” she said.

For instance,  a legal loophole  al-
lows landlords of stabilized buildings 
to entice tenants by charging a prefer-
ential rent that is less than the maxi-
mum legal rent they could collect in 
any given year, and then increase the 
rent — sometimes drastically — to the 
legal limit when renewing occupants’ 
leases, a practice that could occur 
more frequently as neighborhoods’ 
rents rise.

The lawsuit also claims that resi-
dents never received their legal right 
to publicly comment on and request 
changes to the manual by which city 
offi cials conduct a project’s environ-
mental-review process, Goldiner said.

A state Supreme Court judge de-

nied a restraining order Legal Aid’s at-
torneys sought to halt construction on 
the armory development, but allowed 
the case to move forward, according 
to the organization’s spokesman, who 
said a ruling is expected before the 
city offi cially awards the contract to 
BFC Partners in June.

And if the justice rules in Legal 
Aid’s favor, the decision could have 
wide-ranging effects on several ongo-
ing developments and rezoning initia-
tives throughout the city, which would 
have to repeat environmental reviews 
and potentially alter existing schemes, 
Goldiner said.

“They would have to go back and 
make sure that in pending and future 
actions where they’ve done an envi-
ronmental review that they study that 
issue,” the lawyer said.

GOING TO COURT: Pro-bono attorneys at 
Legal Aid fi led a lawsuit in New York State 
Supreme Court over the city’s controversial 
redevelopment plan for the Bedford-Union 
Armory the day before Council voted to ap-
prove the scheme on Nov. 30. 
 File photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued from cover

ARMORY

STABLE-IZED: Kensington Stables’s horses, which once looked worried about their future, 
can whinny in relief once a judge fi nalizes the barn’s sale. File Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

The New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (“Parks”) is issuing a significant Request for 
Proposals (“RFP”) for the operation, maintenance, and management of a year-round tennis facility at 
the Parade Ground in Prospect Park, Brooklyn.

All proposals submitted in response to this RFP must be submitted no later than Monday, January 8th, 2018 
at 3:00 P.M. There will be a recommended site visit on Monday, December 11th, 2017 at 11:00 A.M.  We 
will be meeting at the proposed concession site (Block # 5051 & Lot #1), which is located at 50 Parkside 
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11226. We will be meeting in front of the Tennis Center clubhouse.  If you are 
considering responding to this RFP, please make every effort to attend this recommended meeting.

Hard copies of the RFP can be obtained, at no cost, commencing on Monday, November 27th, 2017 
through Monday, January 8th, 2018, between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M., excluding weekends 
and holidays, at the Revenue Division of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, which 
is located at 830 Fifth Avenue, Room 407, New York, NY 10065.

The RFP is also available for download, on Monday, November 27th, 2017 through Monday, January 8th, 
2018, on Parks’ website. To download the RFP, visit http://www.nyc.gov/parks/businessopportunities and 
click on the “Concessions Opportunities at Parks” link. Once you have logged in, click on the “download” 
link that appears adjacent to the RFP’s description.

For more information or to request to receive a copy of the RFP by mail, prospective proposers may 
contact Eric Weiss, Project Manager, at (212) 360-3483 or at eric.weiss@parks.nyc.gov.

TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD) 212-504-4115
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For detailed location information 
and to RSVP, please call:

1.866.303.9629

MetroPlus Brooklyn Community Offi ce

2221 Church Avenue • Brooklyn
December 15 & 16
8:00 AM to 8:00 PM

Conference Room

NYC Health+Hospitals | Coney Island

2601 Ocean Parkway • Brooklyn
December 19, January 28

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Room 1N65

East New York D&TC

2094 Pitkin Avenue • Brooklyn
January 12

12:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Basement Conference Room

LOOKING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE?
WONDERING HOW YOU CAN AFFORD IT?

November 1, 2017 – January 31, 2018 is your chance to 
enroll in a quality health plan through MetroPlus.
Depending upon your income, you may pay little or nothing 
for your coverage! Learn if you and your family qualify – and 
how to choose the health insurance plan that’s right for you.

Join us for a free seminar
and learn about no-cost or low-cost 

health insurance options available 
through MetroPlus. 

WE CAN HELP!

MKT 17.202

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
MetroPlus does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its health programs and activities.
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.800.303.9626 (TTY: 711).

1.800.303.9626 (TTY: 711)

RENAISSANCE
home care services

R

Caring with a Commitment to Quality 

Ask For Renaissance!
From in home care, to structured and 

enriching programs at one of our Adult Day 
locations we have an extensive choice of 
specialty trained, multilingual caregivers 
and staff members to meet our client’s 

needs. 

In “Caring with a Commitment to 
Quality”, Renaissance proudly provides 

the following services: 
*Pediatric Home Care  

*HIV/AIDS Home Care
*Mental Health Home Care

*CDPAP
Serving the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, 

Queens, and Staten Island.

Ask for Renaissance Home Health Care!

Pregunte por Renaissance 
Home Health Care! 

Mande pou Renaissance
 Home Health Care!

Choisissez Renaissance, 
l’agence de soins à domicile!

Выбирайте “Ренессанс” - 
агентство по уходу за пожилыми!

ASK FOR RENAISSANCE!
RENAISSANCEADULTDAY.COM

800 764 9450. .267 Douglass Street 3rd Floor Brooklyn, NY 11217
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date:12/082017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,795
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31998, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,500
‘15 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#35407, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$15,888
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934
$3,995!
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HOLIDAY GUIDE

New Year’s Eve is one of the most 
festive nights of the year. Many 
people spend the fi nal moments 

of the year celebrating with fam-
ily and friends. As joyous as such 
celebrations tend to be, it’s impor-
tant that New Year’s revelers keep 
certain safety precautions in mind 
when celebrating the end of one year 
and the dawn of the next:

Arrange for 
transportation 
in advance 

According to the National High-
way Traffi c Safety Administra-
tion, an average of 304 people die in 
drunk-driving crashes in the days 
surrounding Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve each year. 

Before heading out on New Year’s 
Eve, celebrants should ensure their 
safety by arranging for transpor-
tation to and from the festivities. 
Choose a designated driver to drive 
throughout the night, or agree to 
utilize a taxi or shuttle service if 
everyone plans to consume alcohol. 
Men and women who volunteer to be 
designated drivers should be espe-
cially alert on the roadways, prepar-
ing to drive in potentially inclement 
weather and being on the lookout for 
fellow motorists who might be driv-

ing erratically. 
If possible, take public transpor-

tation to and from the festivities so 
no one is tempted to drive after con-
suming alcohol.

Pick a meet-up spot 
in case anyone gets 
separated from the 
group 

New Year’s Eve celebrations in 
public places such as bars, clubs, 
or town squares tend to become 
crowded as midnight draws near. 
It’s easy for groups of friends or fam-
ily to be separated, so choose a meet-
up spot where everyone can gather 
after the ball drops. 

Choose a spot that’s well lit and 
easily accessible to all, and confi rm 
the location of the meet-up spot via 
a group text message before heading 
out for the night.

Stay sober 
Many people feel pressured to 

overindulge with alcohol on New 
Year’s Eve, but men and women 
should be responsible with regard to 
their alcohol consumption. Overcon-
sumption of alcohol makes it diffi cult 
to stay alert, and that loss of alert-
ness can be diffi cult to manage on 
nights as hectic as New Year’s Eve. 

It’s acceptable for men and 
women of legal drinking age to raise 
a glass of champagne at midnight, 
but it’s best to limit alcohol con-
sumption throughout the festivities 
so the party is memorable for all the 
right reasons.

Be a responsible host 
When hosting a New Year’s Eve 

party, hosts must prioritize the 
safety of their guests. Make sure 
guests don’t drink too much, which 
can leave hosts open to criminal or 
civil action should guests leave their 
home and cause an accident. 

Serve plenty of food and nonal-
coholic beverages so guests who are 
drinking have something in their 
systems other than alcohol. Sched-
ule things to do throughout the 
night so guests have more to do than 
drink alcohol. In addition, make 
room for potential overnight guests 
should someone be incapable of driv-
ing home at the end of the night. 

Keep contact information for lo-
cal taxis or shuttle services readily 
available so guests know they don’t 
have to drive themselves home.

New Year’s Eve is a festive night, 
but one where safety needs to be 
as big a priority as having a good 
time.  

New Year’s Eve 
safety tips

New Year’s Eve is a festive night, but one where safety needs to be as big a priority as having a good time.

The latter 
part of the 
year is full 

of social engage-
ments with fam-
ily and friends. 
Pew Research 
Center says 92 
percent of all 
Americans plan 
to celebrate 
Christmas as a 
holiday, with 69 percent using it as an 
opportunity to spend time with family 
and friends.

While many social occasions sur-
rounding Christmas are anticipated for 
months in advance, unexpected pop-
ins are also the norm this time of year. 
Rather than being caught off guard, in-
dividuals can take steps to prepare for 
unexpected guests:

Have food available 
Even if guests pop in for a little while, 

it’s nice to be able to offer them some-
thing to eat. Keep cheese and crackers, 
fresh fruit, pretzels, and other snacks 
on hand. Make-ahead, crowd-friendly 
foods can be prepared and frozen. 

Casseroles, pasta dishes, and stews 
are hearty and can serve in a pinch 
when unexpected visitors arrive. Sim-
ply take out to defrost and heat up. 

Keep cookies in air-tight tins and 
purchase a pre-made frozen pie to serve, 
if necessary. In a pinch, you can always 
order out, but over time the cost of hav-
ing food delivered can add up.

Keep the bar stocked 
Toasting to a happy holiday season 

is the norm during this time of year. 
Toasting requires hosts have some 
spirits on hand. Stock the bar with a 
few staples, such as red and white wine, 
vodka, rum, whiskey, and mixers. 

You may just want to create a signa-
ture or seasonal cocktail that can be 
served when guests arrive, such as a 
spiced punch or a holiday eggnog.

Cue the playlist 
Put together a playlist of favorite hol-

iday music that will provide the ideal 
ambiance should guests ring your door-
bell. Thanks to services like Spotify, 
Amazon Music, and Pandora, holiday 
music that fi lls a home with the sweet 
sounds of the season is now always ac-
cessible.

Keep things neat 
Set aside a closet or space that can 

serve as a catch-all where errant items 
can quickly be stored, should guests ar-
rive. Gather loose toys, books, or stray 
papers in a basket, and then stash the 
basket in the closet until guests de-
part. Routinely empty the dishwasher 
so dirty dishes left in the sink can be 
quickly loaded before guests arrive.

Be prepared 
for unexpected 

company

Rather than be caught 
off guard, you can take 
steps to prepare for 
unexpected guests this 
holiday season.



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 8–14, 2017 25  DT

$$549549

12/06 7AM -12/11 7PM
06 07 08 09 10 11SALE STARTS

SPECIAL!

DELICIOUS!

¢¢6969lb.lb.

Navel Oranges

¢¢4949lb.lb.

Green SquashCactus Pears

22 55$$
forfor

YogurtRomano & Parmesan
Cheese

Kirbys

Full Line Iced Teas

Onions

Mixed Cut Fruit

MangoesString Beans
¢¢6969lb.lb. 33 55$$

forfor

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

D D

EBT

White Bread

Bananas

ORGANIC

¢¢9999
$$399399

lb.lb.

K

rs

K

¢¢5959lb.lb.

$$11991199 88forfor

$$199199

1010forfor
lb. baglb. bag

$$349349

33 1010$$
forfor

D

33 55$$
forfor 44 22$$

forfor

“LET’S GO SHOPPING”

MEET SANTA ON 86 ST.
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CATERERS

8015/23 13th 718–331–2900 www.siricos.net

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, 

Cocktail, and Buffet options with a Homestyle flair.
Book your next Business, Luncheon, Family Reunion 

or Holiday Party 
today...

HOLIDAY GUIDE

Greeting cards are a pop-
ular method of corre-
spondence throughout 

the year. One of the more 
popular times of the year to 
fi nd cards purchased and 
sent in bulk is during the 
holiday season.

The Greeting Card As-
sociation claims 1.6 billion 
Christmas card units (in-
cluding boxed cards) are pur-
chased for Christmas. Many 
people consider sending 
cards essential to their holi-
day traditions.

Here are some statistics 
on greeting cards and ways 
to improve upon your Christ-
mas card sending process:

• Women purchase an esti-
mated 80 percent of all greet-
ing cards and will spend 
more time choosing a card 
than men.

• The vast majority of indi-
vidually purchased cards are 
between $2 and $4 in price. 
Christmas card economy is 
found by purchasing boxed 
cards in bulk.

• The visual design of a 
greeting card is the fi rst to 

capture a person’s attention, 
but the saying within will 
have a greater impact. Con-
sider purchasing cards that 
are blank inside so you can 
add your own personalized 
sentiments.

• For the perfect balance 
of imagery and verse, try a 
photo greeting card. This 
way you can customize both 
the image and the wording. 
They’re even effective for 
business correspondence. 
Simply use a picture of your 
offi ce team or other workers 
in place of a family photo.

• Personalized cards need 
to be purchased early to al-
low for production. Try to get 
your orders in by early No-
vember to leave you time to 
address and mail them.

• Buy extra cards than you 
think you need. This way you 
can send reciprocal greetings 
to a person who has mailed 
you a card this year.

• If you want your card to 
stand out from the masses, 
consider sending it sepa-
rately from the big holidays. 
Thanksgiving or New Year’s 

cards can be unique.
• Try your hand at creat-

ing your own greeting cards 
from paper crafting materi-
als. You also can embellish 
ready-made greeting cards 
with stamps, glitter, stick-
ers, and other customized ef-
fects.

• Keep a database of ad-
dresses saved on your com-
puter. Then you can print 
address labels and save 
much time hand-addressing 
Christmas cards. Your ad-
dress list can later be cus-
tomized for other friend or 
family events.

• Check the postage of 
your card. Oddly shaped en-
velopes or even square cards 
may require extra postage 
because they could be pro-
cessed by hand at postal fa-
cilities.

• The Greeting Card As-
sociation says that even 
though many people use digi-
tal means of communication, 
greeting card traditions are 
still popular and even are 
being adopted by today’s 
youth.  

Sending holiday greeting cards

The Greeting Card Association claims 1.6 billion Christmas card units (in-
cluding boxed cards) are purchased for Christmas.
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0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly 
payments required. *Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by 
the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional 
purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit 
approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly 
payment. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_1

WINTER SLUMBER

SALE

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$199
PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS

$299

SAVE $60
off  our low price of $359

Perfect mattress, perfect price.

+FREE BOX SPRING**

PLUSH
QUEEN MATTRESS

$359

+FREE BOX SPRING**+FREE BOX SPRING**

FREE
BOX SPRING**

ON ALL MATTRESS PURCHASES

fl oor samples and much more while supplies last.

SAVE UP TO 70% ON FAMOUS NAME BRANDS†*

YEAR END CLOSEOUT
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SLEEPY’S TWIN
MATTRESSES

STARTING AT $320

WINTER SLUMBER SALE

Introducing

The simple technology 
features a layer of soft air 

and memory foam that 
conforms to your body for 
ultimate comfort, support 

and an uninterrupted 
night’s sleep.

ONLY AT

MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_2_3
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Experience
the latest
in sleep 
technology.

FREE
BOX 
SPRING**

ON ALL MATTRESS PURCHASES

+FREE BOX SPRING** +FREE BOX SPRING**

A timeless classic; your traditional 
mattress infused with a blend of 
pocketed coils and memory foam
to give you revolutionary slumber.

ONLY AT   

One of the softest and plushest 
we off er, this innovative cooling 
mattress lets you sleep at the 
perfect temp and comfort level.

ONLY AT   

60 Months
0% APR*

$2949
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$50 60 Months
0% APR*

$2849
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$48
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1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM  |  STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

WINTER SLUMBER

SALE

120 NIGHT LOW PRICE GUARANTEE† †

If you fi nd a lower price at another location or one of our stores, we’ll pay 
you the diff erence for up to 120 nights after the purchase. 

WEEKEND GIFTS

MATTRESS PROTECTOR
& PILLOW

FREE*†

with any mattress purchase.

FRIDAY - SUNDAY
ONLY

(up to a $128 value)

**Free Box Spring Off er: Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17. Receive a free matching standard or low-profi le box spring with select mattress purchases. Free box spring off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Free box spring off er valid to complete mattress set and has no cash value, cannot be used as credit or combined with any 
other off er, coupon or discounts. Free box spring off er does not apply to previous purchases, Serta iComfort or any MAP products. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. †*Save up to 70% off  select famous name brand fl oor models. Savings applied to our low price. Savings vary by 
mattress set and model. Product selection may vary by store. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store percentage savings range from 5%-70%. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †††Free delivery 
valid on purchases of $599 and above. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17. *†Weekend Gifts: Off er valid 12/8/17-12/10/17. Free Mattress Protector: Receive a free Bedgear Basic mattress protector (up to a $99 value) with any mattress purchase. Free Comfort Cloud 
Pillow: Receive a free Comfort Cloud Pillow (a $29.99 value) with any mattress purchase. Free mattress protector & free pillow off er have no cash value, cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. Off er not valid on previous purchases, special purchases or with Groupon. Limited quantities available; 
off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 120 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta 
iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, doorbusters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (e.g., 
eBay, Craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery 
date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $10-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress 
Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_4

FREE DELIVERY † † †

fl oor samples and much more while supplies last.

SAVE UP TO 70% ON 
FAMOUS NAME BRANDS†*

YEAR END CLOSEOUT

We’ve matched millions
with the perfect mattress.

Move freely and sleep perfectly 
without disturbing your partner with 
this advanced foam technology.

ONLY AT   

+FREE BOX SPRING**

+FREE BOX SPRING**

FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

ONLY AT   

Per
Month**†

36 Months
0% APR*

$1399
Total to Pay

$39

SAVE $250
off  our low price of $649

$399

36 Months
0% APR*

$1549
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$44

It’s your reliable way to recharge. 
This classic mattress proves that 
the bells and whistles aren’t 
always mandatory.

ONLY AT   
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Get your Special Holiday Gifts on
SUNSET PARK’S 5TH AVENUE
Sunset Park 5th Avenue BID, with over 500 shops, 
from 38th to 64th Street, has everything to satisfy 
your needs and desires and more

     Last two days of our popular Trolley along 5th Avenue
Sat., Dec. 16 & Sun., Dec. 17 – from 1pm to 5pm
Look for Santa and Pikachu
Get on and off as often as you like

     Final Sidewalk Sales Days of 2017
Sat., Dec. 16, Sun., Dec. 17, Sat., Dec. 23 & Sun., Dec. 24
Look for bargains and gifts at your favorite stores

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, Dec. 16 – Annual Parranda Navideña
Hosted by Fiesta VIP Entertainment
Starting at OLPH Basilica
60th Street and 5th Avenue

Thank you to sponsors 
Pollo Campero and Cricket Wireless

Sunset Park BID
5116a 5th Avenue
Brooklyn NY 11220
718-439-7767

info@sunsetparkbid.org
www.sunsetparkbid.nyc

Download 
our  free app for 
more lots of info



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 8–14, 201732    DT

A V A I L A B L E  A T

PA R K  S L O P E  L O C A T I O N  |  2 3 3  5 T H  A V E N U E  |  B R O O K LY N ,  N Y

H O L I D A Y  2 0 1 7

FEATURED   SOLOISTS:   
Alex   Shiozaki   | Violin;    Chelsea   Feltman,   Kristina   Bachrach   |   Sopranos 

Julia   Tang   |   Alto;    Scott   Morwitz   |   Tenor;    Angky   Budiardjono   |   Baritone/Bass 
Nana   Shi   |   Music   Director;    David   Shuler   |   Organ

Sunday,   December   17,   2017, 4   PM 
7915   Ridge   Blvd,   Brooklyn,   NY   11209 

(On   the   corner   of      80th   St.   &   Ridge   Blvd)

Suggested   Donation:   $15
718-745-0438

UNION   CHURCH   OF   BAY   RIDGE 
presents

Antonio   Vivaldi’s  
Winter    from    The   Four   Seasons 

&

Camille   Saint-Saëns’s   
  Oratorio   de   Noël

Millions of people travel 
to visit family and 
friends each holiday 

season. According to the Bu-
reau of Transportation Sta-
tistics, during the Christ-
mas and New Year’s holiday 
period, the number of trips 
to and from a destination 50 
miles or more away rises by 
23 percent compared to the 
average number for the rest 
of the year.

Many people look forward 
to reunions with family and 
friends come the holiday sea-
son, but long-distance holi-
day travel can take both a 
physical and fi nancial toll. 
But there are ways to enjoy 
holiday travel and maybe 
even save some money at the 
same time:

Be fl exible with 
your travel dates 

Holiday travelers who are 
fl exible with regard to their 
travel dates may be able to 
avoid traffi c or long lines at 
the airport. The Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics 

notes that people traveling 
between 50 and 99 miles away 
from home are most likely to 
travel on Thursday and re-
turn on Saturday. So those 
making short trips who want 
to avoid traffi c may actually 
benefi t by driving home on 
Sunday after leaving home 
on Friday, rather than trav-
eling on Thursday and Sat-
urday. 

It also notes that travel 
days are spread out almost 
equally among people who 
travel 100 miles away from 
home or more, so the day 
travelers choose may not mat-
ter as much as the time of day 
they choose to travel. Flights 
during off-peak hours, for 
example, may help travelers 
avoid long check-in and secu-
rity lines at airports.

Be fl exible 
with airports 

Air travelers who are fl ex-
ible with regard to their de-
parting and arriving airports 
may be able to save time and 
money. Small airports might 

not boast the shopping and 
dining amenities of large air-
ports, but small airports have 
less fl ights and, as a result, 
tend to experience less fl ight 
delays, saving travelers time. 
Small airports also may not 
charge as much for overnight 
parking as large airports. 

When considering fl ights 
from various airports, fac-
tor in the cost of parking and 
transportation to and from 
each airport. A fl ight that 
takes off at your ideal travel 
time but costs more than the 
alternative might actually 
save you money if you can 
save on transportation and 
parking.

Book early fl ights
Early fl ights may be less 

likely to be delayed than 
fl ights in the afternoon and 
evening. The later into the 
day your fl ight departs, the 
more likely that departure 
might be affected by delays 
or inclement weather at other 
airports and in other cities. 

Waking up early might 

not be ideal for everyone, but 
check-in and security lines 
tend to be short in the early 
morning hours as well. Those 
lines get longer as morning 
becomes afternoon and after-
noon becomes evening.

Save money with 
package deals 

Holiday travel is expen-
sive, as airlines and hotels 
recognize the holiday season 
is peak travel season. Pack-
age deals from websites com-

bine fl ight and hotels into 
one price, and such deals 
may even include rental cars. 
Travel bundles can save trav-
elers considerable amounts 
of money. Compare the prices 
when booking each individu-
ally to the price of a package 
deal, and choose the one that 
best suits your budget.

Savvy men and women can 
save both time and money by 
employing a handful of strat-
egies when booking holiday 
travel.  

Holiday travel tips

Savvy men and women can save both time and money by employing a 
handful of strategies when booking holiday travel.

HOLIDAY GUIDE
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718-238-0030

MONDAYS

1/2 PRICE WINGS &  
BUCKET SPECIALS 

7PM-CLOSE

THURSDAYS

STEAK NIGHT 
& DRINKS SPECIAL

FRIDAYS

FISH FRIDAYS
HAPPY HOUR 5-8PM 

DJ 10PM

SATURDAYS

PRIME RIB  
SPECIAL

DJ 10PM

TUESDAYS

TACO TUESDAYS!
BULLDOG’S MARGARITA  

& SANGRIA SPECIAL

WEDNESDAYS

2 FOR 1  
BURGERS!
IN HOUSE ONLY

FOOTBALL SUNDAY’S:

FOR 
PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

CALL

We accommodate up to 100 guests
Buffet or sit down 

Off-premise catering available
Private room available 

Music : Thurs. – Sun.
1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

 
 

Parties welcome for all occasions
718-236-9883

Open New Year’s Eve & Day

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

$2995 per person
Pre-Fixe 

Christmas Eve 
Dinner

Reservations Suggested: 718-989-8952
7717 3rd GreenhouseCafe.com

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Caesar Salad  Fried Calamari  Lasagna Bolognese

Dinner Salad  Seafood Salad  Soup du Jour

CHOICE OF ENTREE
 Shrimp Scampi Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter

Roast Loin of Pork with Baconkraut and Dark Ale Gravy

Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana 
Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Linguine (Mild or Spicy)

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken
Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Filet Mignon 10oz. Cut  ($12 Extra)
Twin 5oz. Lobster Tails  ($12 Extra)

Surf & Turf – 5oz. Filet, 5oz. Tail ($12 Extra)
All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Vegetable Garni

CHOICE OF DESSERT
 Ice Cream or Sherbet   Tiramisu    Fresh Fruit Plate
Chocolate Mousse  Cheesecake  Apple Strudel

COFFEE OR TEA

Kids Menu: $19.95
Fresh Fruit, Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets 
with French Fries, Ice Cream or Chocolate Mousse

$42.00
Per Person. Plus Tax & Gratuity

Christmas 
Eve Dinner

MAKE YOUR CHRISTMAS, HOLIDAY PARTY AND NEW YEAR’S RESERVATION TODAY

VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

Be The GIFT HERO!TM

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!
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Pilo Arts
Salon
718.748.7411

WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour
Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 12/08/2017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,988
'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

Stk#30543, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,288
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#36861, 42k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#1934, 20k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35897, 26k mi.

$22,000BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHEREREROOOKEEEEEOOOKEEEOKOKOKEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,588
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

MURARA ONONOOO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,288
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$21,995
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$19,588
'17 TOYOTA RAV4

2k miles, Stk#35101
PLUS TAX & TAGS
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BY COLIN MIXSON
It was a celebration of their 
service.

Hundreds of local legal 
eagles wined and dined at a 
Downtown hotel on Monday 
during a swanky dinner and 
awards ceremony where there 
was not a strange face in the 
house, according to a host.

“We had like 850 people and 
they all knew each other,” said 
Aimee Richter, president of 
the Brooklyn Bar Association. 
“It was a fantastic evening.”

The attorneys and notable 
guests including Kings County 
Democratic Party boss Frank 

Seddio and District Attorney 
Eric Gonzalez began their 
night sipping drinks during a 
top-shelf cocktail hour, before 
they — along with the lawyers’ 
families and associates from 
other bar associations and lo-
cal institutions — fi ltered into 
the banquet hall at the New 
York Marriott at the Brooklyn 
Bridge for a three-course meal 
and awards ceremony hosted 
by the Brooklyn Bar Associa-
tion Foundation, the organiza-
tion’s charitable arm.

Hosts began the honors 
by recognizing three retir-
ing court justices: Hon. Ran-

dall T. Eng, Presiding Justice 
of the Second Department of 
the Appellate Division; Hon. 
Martin M. Solomon, a justice 
at Kings County Supreme 
Court; and Hon. Neil J. Fire-
tog, Kings County’s Acting Su-
preme Court Justice — all of 
whom received plaques from 
the foundation commemorat-
ing their civil service.

The festivities continued 
with the presentation of inau-
gural Vivian H. Agress Trail-
blazer award, which is named 
for the Brooklyn Bar Associa-
tion’s fi rst female president 
and was awarded to seven 

past presidents: Hon. Miriam 
Cyrulnik, Lynn R. Terrelonge, 
Hon. Nancy T. Sunshine, 
RoseAnn C. Branda, Diana J. 
Szochet, Andrea E. Bonina, 
and Rebecca Rose Woodland.

And the party concluded 
on a high note, when hosts 
awarded the foundation’s top 
honor, the Brooklyn Bar As-
sociation Annual Award, to 

State Supreme Court justices 
Rachel Adams and Bernard 
Graham, who were recognized 
for their legal acumen as well 
as for their even-handed ap-
proaches to justice and all-
around congeniality, accord-
ing to Richter.

“We look for judges that 
give something special,” she 
said.

Exalting local legal eagles
CHEERS!: (Above) From left, From left, Judge Lawrence Knipel and Jus-
tice Bernard Grahm at the Brooklyn Bar Association Foundation’s gala on 
Dec. 4. (Left) From left,  From left, David M. Chidekel, Aimee Richter, and 
Avery Oakin. 
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account2 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective December 1, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 
is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without 
notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. 
Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

APY2

24-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

AAPPPPPPPYYYY2

p

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

■
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Some Fort Greene locals are 

charging that city offi cials told a fi b 

to advance their controversial re-

design for a section of Fort Greene 

Park when they claimed that doz-

ens of meadow trees destined for the 

hatchet are sick and near-death. In 

fact, say concerned advocates who 

cited a report from city-hired ar-

borists, most of the green things are 

actually young and in prime health 

(Prime cuts: Parks department will 

fell dozens of healthy trees in Ft. 

Greene Park makeover,” by Juli-

anne Cuba, online Dec. 5).

“[The report] indicates that, con-

trary to what our people were told 

along the way, poor health of trees 

was a very minor issue,” said Mi-

chael Gruen, an attorney represent-

ing Friends of Fort Greene Park, a 

group that opposes the makeover.

The Landmarks Preservation 

Commission green-lit the polariz-

ing changes last month following 

the project’s September approval by 

Community Board 2, which cleared 

the way for the Department of Parks 

and Recreation to break ground on 

it in 2019. Parks department hon-

chos told locals during the several-

month planning process that the 

trees chosen for removal wouldn’t 

survive for much longer. Offi cials 

plan to axe 49 of the 129 trees in 

the section being made over, 26 of 

which are large Norway maples, 

which are classifi ed as “invasive” 

by the city and are on its “do not 

plant list.” But Gruen said that the 

agency’s forestry report — a survey 

of all 129 trees growing where the 

redesign will occur that Friends 

of Fort Greene Park received via a 

Freedom of Information Act request 

and shared with this newspaper — 

shows that many of them deemed 

old and ill were anything but.

“They were told that approxi-

mately 50 trees were sick or bad in 

age, would die within a few years, 

and had to be removed,” the law-

yer said. “Removing these trees had 

nothing to do with their health or 

age.” 

It’s been famously said that a 

tree grows in Brooklyn, and so has 

the number of opinions about this 

latest reputed threat of arborcide:

Is it just me or is it really weird 
that the paper keeps on calling the 
trees “green things”? What are they, 
stalks of broccoli? It also seems like 
the paper is twisting the numbers 
on the trees. Twenty-three being re-
moved are by their admission an in-
vasive species and nine of the oth-
ers are in poor condition, leaving 
14 healthy trees being cut down to 
create an ADA accessible plaza in 
an area with pedestrian-unfriendly 
mounds that see little use outside of 
a couple events a year, despite the pa-
per’s supposition otherwise. Hardly 
felling dozens of healthy trees as the 
paper’s title claims. Roberto Velez 

 from Boerum Hill

If the Norway maples really were 
invasive in the park there would be 
dozens if not hundreds — not just 26. 
The Parks Dept. is lying about the 
trees, just like it has been lying all 
along about this wasteful, unwanted 
stupid plan. We are used to develop-
ers cutting down healthy trees to 
build their crap. Now its the Parks 
Department cutting healthy trees they 
are charged with safeguarding. 
 Gilbert from Bed Stuy

Cut down mature healthy shade 
trees for a cement corridor? Is it ap-
propriate to have a bazaar lining 
the “highway” to the monument as 
shown in one of the Parks Depart-
ment redesign sketches suggesting 
commercialization will be a part of 
the ‘new’ corner!? Or an entertain-
ment center — if the point is to re-
spect those buried at the Monument 
with what Parks insists should be an 
“unobstructed view”? See what resi-
dents and park users really want at 
this link: https://sites.google.com/
view/fortgreeneparkrenovation 
 Parks In Charge of Mass Tree 

Murder? from Myrtle Ave Environs

In fact there are 54 trees being re-
moved, not the 40 as the community 
was repeatedly told, and they are not 
at the end of their life cycle what-so-
ever! No need to cut down 54 trees to 
make an ADA ramp by the existing 
stairs. The people on Myrtle Avenue 
are still waiting for the invasion of 
the 50-year-old Norway maples. An 
independent arborist who evalu-
ated the trees said that even the few 
with some problems will be fi ne with 
knowledgeable care. The restitution 
for the trees will cost taxpayers at 
least $1 million. All this is the vanity 
project of the Parks Commissioner, 
Mitchell Silver. 

Get the foxes out of the hen house 
please! Tree-hugger, not Mugger 

 from Fort Greene

What does the Landmarks Com-
mission know or care about trees? 
Aren’t they concerned about scor-
ing the ravishment of old buildings 
by randy developers? They probably 
don’t know a honey locust from a 
honey pot. Frances from Bed Stuy

Hard to believe developer Red 
Apple Group-Catsimatidis who de-
veloped the several fancy-pants lux-
ury high-rises next to the proposed 
‘redesign’ will be happy with a sani-
tized corridor empty of lush mature 
shade trees. Would he think that his 
new tenants would rather see cement 
than greenery? 
 Pay heed to the community 

 from Fort Greene Park

What a bunch of curmudgeons 
in the comments. As the last person 
said in the New York Post article, 
it’ll make the park more attractive 
and inviting. And the majority of the 
community was in favor of it at the 
meetings I went to. But I guess it’s 
like they say, the squeaky wheel gets 
the grease. Ana from Fort Greene

Because there is nothing more at-
tractive than the removal of 54 ma-
ture shade trees (40–60 feet tall) that 
provide shade, fi lter dirty air, reduce 
asthma, create homes for many spe-
cies, reduce runoff, help reduce the 
urban heat and are being replaced 
by a 45-foot hardscape plaza fi t for 
commercial vendors and lots of rain 
runoff. And the extreme pruning the 
park plans to do is likely to kill the 
large plane trees in the center lead-
ing up to the steps. Proud to be a cur-
mudgeon working to reduce global 
warming and maintain a habitable 
space for people and animals. No-
body is opposed to the Parks Depart-
ment doing their job and repairing 
dilapidated walkways and sidewalks 
that they have ignored for decades. 
They have ignored their job of main-
tenance for years. 
 Tree-hugger, not Mugger 

 from Fort Greene

Hi Ana, “The majority of the com-
munity”? How come people who live 
next to the Myrtle and St. Edwards 
corner tell a different story in these 
videos? http://bit.do/Residents.

We are squeaking because Parks 
plans to crush trees and greenery 
with a massive cement plaza — wider 

than the Central Park Mall.
More than 500 neighbors signed 

a petition opposing the Parks plan. 
Could you tell us where to fi nd your 
majority of 501 people who actually 
use the corner and are “in favor of 
it”? We are very eager to sit down and 
talk with them. Squeaky Wheel 

 from Fort Greene

Not my park, but it’s a beautiful 
park with lovely, mature trees, why 
couldn’t they work around them in-
stead? Seems like a poor design, and 
really sad decision to ever cut down 
healthy trees in the city. BoFiS

  from Ditmas Park

Administrators at the Brook-

lyn Hospital Center in Fort Greene 

must cut checks to sexual-assault 

victims who were illegally billed 

for rape kits over the past several 

years, New York State’s Attorney 

General said on Nov. 28 while an-

nouncing a settlement he reached 

with hospital offi cials (“A different 

kind of healing: Hospital honchos 

to reimburse patients illegally 

charged for rape kits,” by Julianne 

Cuba, online Nov. 30). The state’s 

top prosecutor, Eric Schneider-

man, cut the deal with the medical 

center’s honchos after an investi-

gation uncovered that Brooklyn 

Hospital broke the law when it 

charged sexual-assault survivors 

for their tests. Here’s what some of 

our readers think:

Why is the “cash-rate” anywhere 
from three times to 15 times (in some 
cases, even 20 times, or more) than 
the “negotiated savings, insurance-
rate?” Economics 101 knows latter 
insurance rate is much closer to the 
rate all patients should be paying. 
What we really need are health-care 
reforms in which all patients are 
given an honestly realistic estimate 
of what (treatment) will ultimately 
cost, whether they are sought in a 
private physician’s offi ce or in a hos-
pital’s emergency room. SCR

 from Fresh Meadows

Here’s a sensible question: are 
hospitals and other medical facilities 
compensated (reimbursed) by our 
local government? Do any readers 
know the answer? I certainly don’t. 
Uncompensated costs to physicians 
and hospitals are just as patently un-
reasonable as charging uninsured 
patients 10 times the price of negoti-
ated savings-insurance rates! SCR 

 from Realityville

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

A tree-mendous controversy is brewing
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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wo phrases have been 
rolling around in my 
mind recently. “If you 

see something, say some-
thing,” and “If you’re not 
part of the solution, then 
you’re part of the problem.”

We are living in a mo-
ment of widespread complic-
ity. Greed, money, and profit 
have trumped morality.

Reading the coverage of 
sexual predation by NBC 
Today Show host Matt Lauer 
has us asking once again: 
Where were all those peo-
ple around him who should 
have blown the whistle? 
You’re telling me that NBC 
President Andy Lack and co-
hosts Savanna Guthrie and 
Al Roker only heard of his 
heinous misdeeds on that 
fateful night last week when 
a brave underling spoke up? 

Not bloody likely.
Shame on the whole 

bunch of them — men and 
women alike. Just like the 
female producer on the 

Charlie Rose Show who 
looked the other way when 
multiple women approached 
her about his unique strand 
of sexual harassment.

How are we going to pre-
vent evil from flourishing 
when good men and good 
women look the other way?

These are just two ex-
amples of the many com-
plicit colleagues who should 
be hanging their heads in 
shame after the recent lurid 
revelations.

We have a national cri-
sis on numerous levels. Hol-
lywood has been exposed 
as a large casting couch of 
rapacious directors, stars, 
and filmmakers (Weinstein, 
Spacey, and Toback were not 
alone).

The newsrooms and tele-
vision sets of America, pu-
tatively the places that are 
supposed to expose malfea-
sance, are hothouses of ha-
rassment and cover-ups. 
Even the august New York 
Times, the bastion of pro-
gressive journalism, had its 
own bevy of zipper issues 
that spilled over into ha-
rassment.

Oh, and WNYC.
Those who didn’t try to 

stop it were complicit. Every 
single one of them. They de-
serve our opprobrium, too, 
in perpetuating this age-old 
problem.

And then, of course, is the 
macro problem: Our elected 
leaders are no better than 
the media moguls. The cur-
rent occupant of the White 
House (you know who I’m 
talking about) was elected 
to the most powerful perch 
in the world one month after 
more than a dozen women 
accused him of sexual ha-
rassment.

Think about that. More 
than 60 million Americans 
voted for a man who admit-
ted on tape that “grabbing 
women’s (private parts)” 
against their wishes is okay 
if you’re a celebrity like 
him. Yuck.

I would be remiss in 
mentioning that his oppo-
nent was guilty of attack-

ing women who accused 
her own husband of similar 
behavior. Also not a great 
choice, but certainly better 
than a serial harasser in my 
book.

Even the patrician Pres-
ident George H.W. Bush 
seems to have had a habit of 
intentionally pinching wom-
an’s backsides during photo 
shoots — another form of ha-
rassment.

Can’t anyone keep their 
hands to  themselves and 
only touch others when 
they’ve been given verbal 
consent?

It makes me miss the rel-
atively peaceful eight years 
of the Obama administra-
tion when our leader was an 
exemplary human being.

Remember: If you see 
something, say something.

Always.
Tom Allon is the presi-

dent of City & State, NY. 
Questions or comments: tal-
lon@cityandstateny.com

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Our Lawyers 
Will Come To You!

Home, Office or Hospital Visits 
Available At No Charge

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

ARZE & MOLLICA, LLP

*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Brooklyn: 
35 Avenue U, Lower Level

Brooklyn, NY 11223 

Manhattan: 
39 Broadway, Suite 950

New York, NY 10006 

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                      SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

718-996-5600

RECENT RESULTS OBTAINED FOR OUR CLIENTS 

CONSTRUCTION ACCIDENTS 

PERSONAL INJURY 

Bus, Train, & Subway Accidents
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By Alexandra Simon

Catch a glimpse of an unseen city!
A new exhibit at the Brooklyn 

Museum makes visitors feel like 
they have traveled to the holy city of Mecca 
— a destination that is forbidden to non-
Muslims. A Saudi photographer spent years 
documenting the construction boom that 
has recently transformed the city, and his 
show “Ahmed Mater: Mecca Journeys” 
uses enormous images to capture that 
transformation. The project began when 
Mater traveled to Mecca and discovered 
how much it had changed since his last visit 
— an impression at odds with his idea of the 
city as a sacred, unchanging place.

“When I returned in 2008, it was to a 
very complex, dynamic, and multifaceted 
place. So before the project began, there 

was a desire to capture this symbolic, imag-
ined, remembered city, to try to align it with 
what was there, physically in front of me,” 
he said. “The cycles of construction and 
deconstruction, the changing city, meant I 
became compelled to dedicate five years of 
my life to documenting and recording the 
place, to what would eventually become a 
prayer for Mecca.”

The exhibit offers a unique glimpse at 
a city off-limits to most Brooklynites, said 
the show’s curator.

“Because Mecca is a city that can be 
visited only by Muslims, the exhibition 
provides a window into a place and a 
culture many people in the world will 
never have the opportunity to experience 
first-hand,” said Catherine Morris. “This 
exhibition of Ahmed Mater’s decade-long 

study of the city presents a rare opportunity 
for Brooklyn Museum visitors to journey 
through this iconic city.”

Mecca is the symbolic heart of Islam, 
and all adult members of the faith are 
expected to complete a pilgrimage to the 
city at least once. Millions of pilgrims visit 
the city during the annual hajj week, but 
Mater wanted to capture more than just 
the religious aspects of the city — he also 
documents the urban projects underway, as 
well as the hustle and bustle of the city’s two 
million year-round residents. 

“Mecca is not only a symbolic or holy 
city — it is a living city subject to the same 
social and   forces facing every major urban 
center in the world,” he said. “So it’s about 
a place, but it’s also about what that place 
means, and about many urban and social 

changes taking place around the world 
today.” 

The exhibit includes 28 oversized pho-
tographs, six videos, a symbolic sculp-
ture, and a floor-to-ceiling installation of 
windows that Mater rescued from historic 
building slated for demolition.

The large photos, the smallest of which 
are more than nine feet long, help visitors to 
feel immersed in the scene, said Mater.

“It has been amazing to see how these 
unexpected perspectives of a city most of 
the audience have never, and will never 
visit, have surprised and engaged,” he said.

“Ahmed Mater: Mecca Journeys” at the 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 852–7755, www.brooklynmuseum.
org]. $16 suggested donation. 

Photos capture construction boom in holy city

Building sights
Top of the mountain: In Ahmed Mater’s 2012 photo, now on 
display at Brooklyn Museum, a construction worker poses 
atop a work site in Mecca, Saudi Arabia. Ahmed Mater
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This place is literally Kick Axe!
You can hurl a hatchet into 

a wooden bullseye at the city’s 
first-ever axe throwing range — Kick 
Axe — in Gowanus, when it opens its 
doors on Dec. 15. The Pennsylvania-
based owners gave the unconven-
tional sport a try in their hometown, 
and knew it would be the perfect 
ax-perimental entertainment addition 
to hip Brooklyn, said Ginger Flesher-
Sonnier, who co-owns the Degraw 
Street lodge with her husband, along 
with another soon-to-open range 
in Washington, DC, and multiple 
escape rooms. 

“We thought it would be awesome. 
I fell in love with axe throwing and 
thought it would be an incredible 
experience for others to have,” she 
said. “We’re into the experimental 
entertainment, we own escape rooms 
in D.C., we thought this would fit in.”

Kick Axe is the first axe-throwing 
range in the five boroughs, but inter-
est in the cutting-edge sport is defi-
nitely growing, and everyone should 
take a stab at it, said Flesher-Sonnier. 

“We’re very excited about being 
first,” she said. “We hope it will be 
well received.”

The Degraw Street range boasts a 
cozy lumberjack feel, with fur rugs, 
pillow-stuffed couches, and a warm 
fire blazing behind glass near the 
bar — that’s right, there is a bar! 
So before you experience the fun of 
throwing a bladed weapon through 
the air, you can calm your nerves by 
downing some beer, wine, or malt 
beverages.

Guests pay $35 to use one of the 10 
ranges, and get their own personal ax-
pert — a trained expert axe thrower 
— who first explains all of the safety 
rules and protocols before anyone is 
allowed to enter the range and pick up 
the hatchet.

Lone wolves, pairs of two, and 
larger parties are all welcome, but 
only two throwers and their guide are 
allowed inside the range at a time, 
according to ax-pert Allison Grosso, 
Flesher-Sonnier’s daughter.

Axe throwing is more about 
momentum than it is about strength, 
said Grosso, so even those with noo-
dle arms can give it whirl.

And if this not-very-muscular 

reporter — who prefers to slice with 
words rather than weapons — could 
satisfyingly sink the sharp blade right 
into the red circle in the center of a fir 
tree plank, then anyone can! 

All axe throwers must sign a waiv-
er before entering the range, and must 
imbibe responsibly if they visit the 
bar, said Flesher-Sonnier.

“We will be very careful in how 
we monitor consumption,” she said. 
“Anybody who appears to be intoxi-
cated or throwing unsafely will not be 
able to continue.”

Kick Axe [622 Degraw St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in Gowanus, 
(833) 542–5293, www.kickaxe.com]. 
Opens Dec. 15. $35.

By Julianne McShane

Hustle back to Bay Ridge!
A group of dedicated 

“Saturday Night Fever” fans 
will celebrate the film’s 40th anniver-
sary by bringing its disco setting back 
to life! For the night of Dec. 13, the 
2001 Odyssey nightclub will return to 
the Bay Ridge space it once occupied 
for a free, blow-out dance party. The 
organizer of the event said that she and 
her five feverish friends want to bring 
Brooklynites back to 1977 by recreat-
ing the iconic spot.

“When I think of the movie, the 
first thought in my head is the 2001 
Odyssey,” said Stephanie Ovadia, who 
grew up in Canarsie.  

The former disco at 64th Street 
and Eighth Avenue is now home to 
Bamboo Garden, a Chinese restaurant, 
but organizers will restore it to its 
original glory by installing a light-up 
dance floor and disco balls for the 
night.

At the party, original cast members 
Karen Lynn Gorney — who played 
Stephanie, John Travolta’s love interest 
— and DJ Monte Rock III will hustle 
the night away as discos stars Carol 
Douglas, Randy from the Village 
People, and the Trammps play Tony 
Manero’s favorite songs, including 
“Disco Inferno.” After guests work up 
an appetite on the dance floor, they can 
snack on slices from Lenny’s Pizza, 
another Manero favorite.

Ovadia said that the pack of fans 
was inspired to recreate the space by 
their nostalgic longing for a simpler 
time. 

“There’s a bunch of people who 
love this time period — it was cell 
phone-free, people actually spoke to 
each other,” she said. 

At the party, cell phones will be 
allowed, but ’70s outfits are manda-
tory, said Ovadia, who planned ahead 
by putting a jumpsuit on layaway. 

“I’m going all ’70s,” she said.

The space can hold up to 500 people, 
and the organizers hope Brooklynites 
young and old will turn out and travel 
back to a time when platforms and bell 
bottoms were not just acceptable, but 
all the rage.

“I hope that they feel like it’s a 
moment of being back in time,” she 
said. “Just back in a time of innocence, 
almost.”

Saturday Night Fever 40th 
Anniversary (802 64th St. at 
Eighth Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
www.40thanniversaryreception.com). 
Dec. 13 at 5 pm. Free with RSVP.

By Crowther Bosley

It shoulda been short-
er.

But that’s my only 
real complaint about “It 
Shoulda Been You,” the 
latest musical production 
from Park Slope’s Gallery 
Players, playing through 
Dec. 17. The play is a bit 
of f luff, a frothy farce 
that should go down like a 
f lute of champagne — so 
when the first act starts 
to drag, it’s like getting 
overserved, until the sec-
ond-act palate cleanser 
wipe away all sins. 

“It Shoulda Been You” 
is a mis-matched wedding 
comedy — the bride is 
Jewish, the groom is “so 
white-bread, he bleeds 
mayonnaise,” their fami-
lies are appalled, and her 
ex-boyfriend shows up 
to ruin everything. The 
story is well-worn, but it’s 
well-made — the moth-
ers meddle, the bride gets 
cold feet, and characters 
pop in and out of door-
ways in a Scooby Doo–
esque chase sequence. So 
the story is predictable — 
until suddenly it’s not. 

A twist at the end of 
the overlong first act is 
genuinely unexpected — 
it brought gasps from the 
audience — and it invigo-
rates the second half with 
extra laughs and energy, 
dragging the plot from 
the sitcom conventions 
of the 1960s into, if not 
quite the present day, at 
least 2010, and giving 
every character a chance 
to show a new side.

Whatever the era, 
these performers are kill-
ing it. At the Saturday 
matinee this reviewer 
saw, they took a group 
of familiar characters 
and played them to the 
hilt. Gin-drinking WASP 
mama Georgette Howard 
(Lorinne Lampert), is 
deliciously bitchy, and 
she is ably matched in 
a passive aggressive–off 
against the mother of the 
bride (Luisa Boyaggi), 
in a scene that threatens 
to come to blows at any 
moment. 

The secondary char-
acters sparkle around the 
edges of the story. Joseph 
Peterson, as the fey, seem-
ingly-omniscient wed-
ding planner Albert, is a 
dream, wafting over the 
production and sprinkling 
fairy dust over the fourth 
wall as needed. Walter’s 
barely-competent assis-
tant Walt, played by Sam 
Laasko, steals many of 
the laughs, and as does 
Sonya Rice, vamping it 
up as the boozy, man-
hungry Aunt Sheila.

You’ve got two more 
weekends to catch this 
light-weight delight — 
just be sure to hang on 
until the end. 

“It Shoulda Been You” 
at the Gallery Players (199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, www.galleryplay-
ers.com). Playing through 
Dec. 17, Wed–Fri at 8 pm; 
Sat, 2 pm and 8 pm, Sun, 3 
pm. $25 ($20 students and 
seniors).

Get disco fever!

AXE-ING FOR IT

Let it rip: One ax-pert shows how it’s done at Kick Axe in Gowanus, which will open its 
doors on Dec. 15.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Burn, Bamboo, burn!: The Bamboo Garden 
Restaurant in Bay Ridge will transform into 
the 2001 Odyssey disco on Dec. 13.
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Familiar fun
Wedding musical is 
a frothy stock story

Boozy hatchet range opening in Gowanus

Power couple: Luisa Boyaggi and Lorinne Lampert duel in their 
roles as mothers of the bride and groom, respectively, in “It 
Shoulda Been You.” Bella Muccari
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TicketMaster.com • 866-448-7849
THE JERRY ORBACH THEATER 210 W. 50th St. (btwn. Broadway & 8th Ave), NYC

HotMessThePlay.com

All  you need is  love. . .
AND TO GET YOUR $#!+ TOGETHER.

MAX RUMM
(GREASE)

LUUUUUU Y DEVITO

(IT’S ALWAYS SUNNY IN PHILADEPLPHIA)

written by

dan rothenberg & olleen rabtree

directed by

jonathan silversteinriirir ttettettettet n bn bnnn bbbyyyy

abtbttttrerererrrreeeee

dirdirdirdirdirdirectectectecttectted ed ededed edededd bybybybybb
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St Luke’s Theatre, 308 West 46th Street - Telecharge.com 212-239-6200

A New Musical Written by Dorothy Marcic

ForTheGirlsTheMusical.com

From the  Soundtrack  of Your Life
A high energy celebration of women featuring Top-40 songs like 
RESPECT, Stand by Your Man, Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, These 
Boots are Made for Walkin’, I Will Survive, Greatest Love of All…

“Powerful, funny and uplifting!
A musical that both sexes can enjoy.” - Talkin’ Broadway

“FANTASTIC - A WINNER!”
- Broadway World

Photo: Carol Rosegg

Photo by Joan Marcus

 TicketCentral.com  |  212-279-4200  |  20thCenturyBlues.com

The Alice Griffin Jewel Box Theatre at The Pershing Square Signature Center 480 W. 42nd St., NYC

strictly limited engagement thru jan 28

“heartfelt and genuine.”
The New York Times

“Clever and wise. a brilliant new play, 
bursting with great lines and naked truthS.“

curve magazine

trictly limited engagementtrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiicccctttttttttttttttttttttttttlllllllllllllllllllllllyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy llllllllllllllllllliiiiiiiiiiiiiimmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttteeeeeeeedddddddddd eeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnggggggggggaaaaaaaaaaaagggggggggggemmmmmmmmmmmeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnttttttttttt thru jaan 22222222tttttttttthhhhhhhhhhrrrrrrrrrruuuuuuuu jjjjjjjjjjjaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnn 22222222222

Directed by two time obie® winner 
& tony award® nominee
emily mann

a new play by 
two time obie® winner
susan miller
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By Bill Roundy

Brooklyn has a new hero!
A busty new superhero-

ine patrols the skies of New 
Brooklyn in a gender-bending new 
online comic that launched this week 
at Webtoons.com. “War Cry,” named 
after its lead character, a black gay 
man who transforms into a warrior 
goddess, is a convoluted story that 
balances questions of identity with 
smash ’em up action, said its creator.

“It’s a very complicated comic that 
I had to figure out a way to write,” 
said Carroll Gardens cartoonist Dean 
Haspiel.

“War Cry” is a sequel to his series 
“ The Red Hook ,” about a superpow-
ered thief forced to do good, in a 
universe in which  Brooklyn becomes 
sentient and literally separates from 
the United States . When creating the 
new main character, Haspiel said he 
was inspired by two classic super-
heroes: Captain Marvel, a kid who 
transforms into an adult hero when 
he shouts the word “Shazam!” and the 
superhuman cyborg called OMAC, 
for One Man Army Corps.

“I always liked the idea of those 
two characters, and I wanted to do a 
mash-up,” he said. “And I wanted to 
do a comic where a young kid shouts 
a word — and the hero he becomes is 
this female goddess called War Cry. 
So instead of One Man Army Corps, 
it’s One Woman Army Corps.”

The adventure story comes with 
a dose of melodramatic romance, 
because the ferocious female he 
becomes is also the reincarnation of 
the Red Hook’s dead girlfriend. 

“We have to navigate all this 
through the eyes of the Red Hook — 

and he just wants his girlfriend back,” 
said Haspiel. “It becomes this kind 
of star-crossed Romeo versus Juliet 
— or maybe Romeo versus Juliet 
and Julio!”

The series appears on the website 
Linetoons, which is also available as 
an app for smartphones. The images 
are optimized for phone viewing, 
with panels appearing in a single 
long scroll.

The series dropped its first three 
chapters on Dec. 6, and new chapters 
will follow each Wednesday. 

Haspiel, who has also drawn “The 
Amazing Spider-Man” and “Batman 
Adventures,” had fun with his new 
series, throwing in references to some 
of his favorite heroes with a line-up of 
doomed superheroes.

“Knowing that I was going to 
dispose of these characters pretty 
quickly, I wanted to hip-check some 
icons, you know — there’s a Batman, 
there’s a Superman,” he said. 

The story showcases locations 
around the borough, including the 
Brooklyn Bridge, the Red Hook grain 
silo, and an analogue of popular dim 
sum restaurant Pacificana in Sunset 
Park. Putting his super-characters in 
the real world — even a fantasy ver-
sion of the world — helps the high-
flying action to feel more grounded, 
said Haspiel.

“You can make up characters, but 
if you can put them in real places, it 
feels more real,” he said.

“War Cry” at Line Webtoons, 
www.webtoons.com. Free.

By Julianne McShane

It’s a weekend of music and merri-
ment in Bay Ridge!

Kick off the second weekend 
of December by imbibing some holi-
day spirits! Stumble over to Henry 
Harde’s Wines and Liquors (9314 
Third Ave. between 93rd and 94th 
streets) for its annual Holiday “Spirit” 
Tasting, where samples of vodka, 
bourbon, Scotch, and rye whiskey 
will be on offer, along with wine and 
Christmas cookies for those seeking 
softer stuff. Boozehounds can also 
indulge in a pair of special seasonal 
cocktails, including one made with 
Bailey’s Irish Cream and Smirnoff 
Peppermint Twist and another made 
with Brooklyn’s own Barrow’s 
Intense Ginger Liqueur. The free 
three-hour fun starts at 8 pm. 

After your heads stops throbbing, 

make a pilgrimage to the Wicked 
Monk (9510 Third Ave. between 95th 
and 96th streets) on Saturday night 
for some head-bobbing, and maybe 

some dancing, too. The Narrowbacks 
will cover Celtic rock and folk songs 
by the likes of the Dubliners, Black 
47, and the Wolfe Tones, along with 
original tunes from the band’s three 
albums. The sextet will kick off the 
four-hour set at 11 pm, and it will 
cost $10 to get in.

And on Sunday, carol your way 
to the Bay Ridge United Methodist 
Church (7002 Fourth Ave. at Bay 
Ridge Parkway) for a Christmas 
Cabaret. Acclaimed jazz crooners 
— including Laurie Krauz, Amy 
Beth Williams, and Richard Malavet 
— will sing classic Christmas tunes, 
and stand-up comedian Calvin Cato 
will provide the laughs. The 90-min-
ute show starts at 3 pm, and proceeds 
from the suggested $15 admission 
fee will benefit Partnership for the 
Homeless.

By Julianne McShane

It’s a Jewish festival of 
laughs.

Two Jewish comedi-
ennes will open the first night 
of Hanukkah with a gift of 
laughter. The second annual 
“Chanukahst ravaganza: 
Night of a Thousand Jews” 
on Dec. 12 at Union Hall 
in Park Slope, will feature 
10 Jewish performers crack-
ing jokes and singing songs 
about dreidels, inexhaustible 
oils, and the proper spelling 
of “Hanukkah” — or pos-
sibly “Chanukah.” The night 
was inspired, in part, because 
its creators were tired of the 
Festival of Lights being out-
shone by Christmas trees 
and Rudolph’s nose, said one 
of the founders.

“I do really love 
Christmas, I’m a big 
Christmas fan, but I also 
love Hanukkah, and it kind 
of always upset me that 
Hanukkah doesn’t get as 
much shine as Christmas 
does,” said Lana Schwartz, 
who lives in Williamsburg.

Schwartz and her Queens-
based comedy-writing part-
ner, Ilana Rubin, started 
working on the inaugural 
show just after the 2016 elec-
tion, when anti-Semitic inci-
dents were on the rise.

“We started putting 
together the show not too 
long after the election, and 
in the midst of everything 
going on — all the hate and 
fear — it felt really exciting 
to say, “We’re unapologeti-
cally proud of our faith and 
heritage,” Schwartz said.

The show offered a 
release of tension and a place 
for laughs, with songs, sto-
ries, and a PowerPoint pre-
sentation on “the forgotten 

heroes of Hanukkah.” This 
year, the duo have tried to 
recruit performers who can 
elicit laughs in a variety of 
ways, according to Rubin.

“Everybody really brings 
their own spin to things, and 
we work to get the variety,” 
she said. 

This year’s show will 
feature the duo performing 
and hosting, some perform-
ers from last year’s show, 
and some new acts, includ-
ing Upright Citizens Brigade 
performers Yoni Lotan and 
Sam Reece, along with 
comedy video star Anna 
Roisman. 

And though the focus is 
on a Jewish holiday, Gentile 
audiences need not feel 
blasphemous for attending. 
Everyone will be able to 
appreciate the jokes, said the 
show’s hosts, even if they 
can’t tell a mitzvah from a 
matzoh.

“At the end of the day, 
you’re still seeing some of 
the funniest, best comedians 
in the city,” Schwartz said. 
“It’s something that you can 
still enjoy.”

The event will also raise 
cash for the Anti-Defamation 
League, an organization that 
fights anti-Semitism. But 
Rubin said the primary goal 
is to make people laugh dur-
ing difficult times.

“This is a holiday show, 
we want to talk about how 
happy this holiday makes us 
— it does a good job of light-
ening the mood,” Rubin said. 

“Chanukahstravaganza: 
Night of a Thousand Jews” 
at Union Hall (702 Union 
St. between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, www.
unionhallny.com). Dec. 12 at 
8 pm. $10 ($8 in advance).

The spirit moves us in the Ridge

WAR OF THE SEXES 

This means war: The new comic series “War Cry,” from Brooklyn artist Dean Haspiel, 
stars a superheroine with the power of an entire army. Dean Haspiel

Shake, shake, shake, menorah!: Jewish comediennes Lana Schwartz 
and Ilana Rubin will celebrate the Festival of Lights with the 
“Chanukahstravaganza” comedy night on Dec. 12 at Union Hall in 
Park Slope. Photo by Zoe Freilich

Ha-Hanukkah!
Jewish comedians host a 
‘Chanukahstravaganza’

Comic stars a gender swapping superhero
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

SAT, DEC 9
COMEDY, CHRIS ROCK: 

$89–$256. 8 pm.

MON, DEC 11
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V WASH-
INGTON CAPITALS: 
$15–$147. 7 pm.

TUE, DEC 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V WASHINGTON 
WIZARDS: $12–$180. 
7:30 pm.

WED, DEC 13
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V DALLAS 
STARS: $15–$137. 7 pm.

THU, DEC 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V NEW YORK 
KNICKS: $44–$355. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, DEC 15
MUSIC, ODESZA: $24–

$123. 7:30 pm.

SAT, DEC 16
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS V LOS 
ANGELES KINGS: $18–
$174. 7 pm.

SUN, DEC 17
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V INDIANA PAC-
ERS: $13–$175. 6 pm.

TUE, DEC 19
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V DETROIT 
RED WINGS: $15–$149. 
7 pm

WED, DEC 20
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V SACRAMENTO 
KINGS: $16–$202. 7:30 
pm. 

THU, DEC 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V ANAHEIM 
DUCKS: $15–$147. 7 
pm.

FRI, DEC 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V WASHINGTON 
WIZARDS: $23–$268. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, DEC 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V WINNIPEG 
JETS: $22–$205. 1 pm.

TUE, DEC 26
HARLEM GLOBETROT-

TERS: $26–$134. 2 pm 
and 7 pm. 

WED, DEC 27
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V BUFFALO 
SABRES: $27–$243. 
7 pm.

MON, JAN 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V ORLANDO 
MAGIC: $21–$255. 7:30 
pm.

TUE, JAN 2
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V BOSTON 
BRUINS: $21–$201. 7 
pm.

WED, JAN 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V MINNESOTA 
TIMBERWOLVES: $22–
$222. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JAN 5
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PITTS-
BURGH PENGUINS: 
$29–$241. 7 pm 

SAT, JAN 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V BOSTON CELT-
ICS: $41–$356. 6 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

WED, DEC. 13
SANTA LUCIA PROCESSION 

AND CELEBRATION: Join 
the Ridge Creative Cen-
ter and the Scandinavian 
East Coast Museum for 
traditional Scandanavian 
cookies and a craft activity 
before the Santa Lucia Pro-
cession. (Procession be-
gins at 6:15 pm.) $10 ($20 
for a family of four). 4:30 
pm. Redeemer St. John’s 
Lutheran Church [939 83rd 
St. between Seventh and 
10th Avenues in Bay Ridge, 
(347) 860–1932]. 

TALK, “THE GHOST SHIP OF 
BROOKLYN”: Robert Wat-
son brings to life the sto-
ries of a British prison ship 
moored off the coast of 
Brooklyn during the Revo-
lutionary War. $5. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

THURS, DEC. 14
MUSIC, HOLIDAY CON-

CERT: Christmas classics 
by Vivaldi and Saint-Saëns. 
$15. 4 pm. Union Church 
of Bay Ridge [7915 Ridge 
Blvd. in Bay Ridge, (718) 
745–0438]. 

COMEDY, UP ’N’ COMING 
X-MAS EDITION: Comedy 
duo Reformed Whores 
host a special X-mas edi-
tion of their variety show, 
with Jim Tews, Rojo Perez, 
Rebecca Vigil, and Alex 
English. $8. 10 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

FRI, DEC. 15
MUSIC, “NAVIDAD NUES-

TRA”: The holiday concert 
presented by the Grace 
Choral celebrates the cul-
tural heritage of the Span-
ish-speaking Americas. $15 
($12 seniors and students). 
7 pm. All Saints Church 
(286 Seventh Ave. at Sev-
enth Street in Park Slope), 
www.gracechorale.org. 

MUSIC, MUSICIANS SHOW-
CASE: Peformances by 
Neither God Nor Master; 
Midnight Foolishness; Plan 
For Panic; and Circadian 
Clock. Free. 8 pm. The 
Hideout [8415 Fifth Ave. 
between 84th and 85th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (212) 
505–3250]. 

SAT, DEC. 16
MUSIC, YULE BALL: Wizard 

rock band Harry and the 
Potters brings its annual 
Harry Potter-themed 
holiday concert back to 
Brooklyn. Come in your 
best robes and prepare 
for an enchanting evening. 
$20. 5:30 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

DANCE, HIP-HOP NUT-
CRACKER: The Hip Hop 
Nutcracker re-imagines 
Tchaikovsky’s classic score 
through explosive hip-hop 
choreography. $29–$79. 8 
pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com. 

FRI, DEC. 8
MUSIC, ROOTS AND 

RUCKUS FESTIVAL: This 
four-day extravaganza 
of Americana music will 
feature more than 30 old-
timey bands playing on 
two stages. Free. 6 pm. 
Jalopy Theatre [315 Co-
lumbia St. between Hamil-
ton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

LOTT HOUSE TREE LIGHT-
ING: Celebrate the holi-
days with the annual tree 
lighting at the historic Hen-
drick L. Lott House, hosted 
by Sen. Marty Golden. 
With holiday music, cook-
ies, cocoa, and a visit from 
Sinterklaas. Free. 6 pm. 
The Lott House (1940 E. 
36th St. between Fillmore 
Ave. and Avenue S in Ma-
rine Park). 

THEATER, “ELF THE MUSI-
CAL JR.,”: St. Ephrem 
Drama Club presents this 
fun family musical about 
an elf looking for his true 
identity in New York City, 
featuring more than 30 
cast members, ages 8 to 
14. $10. 7 pm. St. Ephrem 
[7415 Fort Hamilton Pkwy 
at 10th Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 833–1440]. 

COMEDY, HEBEN AND 
TRACY’S KWANZAA 
SPECTACULAR: Join Tracy 
Clayton and Heben Nigatu 
for a holiday party and live 
taping of their podcast 
“Another Round.” $25. 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

SAT, DEC. 9
THEATER, “ELF THE MUSI-

CAL JR.,”: 2 pm and 7 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 8. 

THEATER, “A WONDERFUL 
LIFE”: Narrows Commu-
nity Theater presents a live 
musical adaptation of the 
classic holiday fi lm. $25 
($20 students and seniors, 
$15 children 12 and under). 
2 pm. Fort Hamilton Army 
Base Theater (101st St. 
and Fort Hamilton Pkwy. 
in Fort Hamilton), www.
NarrowsCommunityThe-
ater.com. 

DANCE, “THE NUT-
CRACKER”: New York 
Children’s Dance Theater 
presents one of the most 
popular ballets of all time. 
$25–$55. 2 pm. Master 
Theater (1029 Brighton 
Beach Ave. at Brighton 
11th Street in Brighton 
Beach), www.masterthe-
ater.com. 

DANCE, “THE GREAT RUS-
SIAN NUTCRACKER”: The 
Moscow Ballet company 
performs the Tchaikovsky 
classic ballet, featuring lav-
ish costumes in the style 
of the Victorian era, elabo-
rate backdrops, and grow-
ing 50-foot tall Christmas 
tree. $32–$167. 2 pm and 
7 pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com. 

MARKET, WINTER FLEA 
AND HOLIDAY MARKET: 
The Brooklyn Flea moves 
to Industry City for the 
winter, with 50 retail ven-
dors and 10 Smorgasburg 
food stalls, plus a bar with 
wine, beer, and coctails. 

Free. 11 am–6 pm. Industry 
City (241 37th St., second 
fl oor, between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset 
Park). 

BAY RIDGE TREE LIGHTING: 
Take a free trolley ride with 
Santa along Fifth Avenue, 
from 65th to 85th streets 
(noon–4 pm), followed by 
a tree lighting ceremony 
at Bay Ridge Parkway at 
4:30 pm. Free. Noon–5 
pm. [7428 Fifth Ave. at 
Bay Ridge Parkway in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 238–8181], 
www.bayridgebid.com. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The crooner Frank Sinatra’s 
birthday by singing Sinatra 
standards and a few holi-
day numbers. 12:30–3:30 
pm. The Brooklyn Firefl y 
[7003 Third Ave. at 70th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833–5000], www.the-
brooklynfi refl y.com.  

SUN, DEC. 10
MUSIC, HOLIDAY CONCERT: 

The Kingsborough Musical 
Society Chorus performs 
its annual free holiday con-
cert. Free. 2 pm. Kingsbor-
ough Community College 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5000], 
www.kbcc.cuny.edu. 

MUSIC, A CHRISTMAS CAB-
ARET: A music and com-
edy show to benefi t Part-
nership for the Homeless. 
$15 suggested donation. 
3 pm. Bay Ridge United 
Methodist Church (7420 
Fourth Ave. at 74th Street 
in Bay Ridge). 

MUSIC, DESSOFF CHOIRS 
HOLIDAY CONCERT: 
Contemporary arrange-
ment of carols, includ-
ing a sing-in of Handel’s 
“Messiah.” $20–$40. 4 
pm. Saint John’s Episcopal 
Church (139 St. John’s Pl. 
at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope), www.dessoff.org. 

MUSIC, “MESSIAH”: Han-
del’s “Messiah,” with choir, 
orchestra, and soloists. 
Free. 6 pm. Good Shep-
herd Church [Avenue S and 
Batchelder Street in Ma-
rine Park, (718) 998–2800]. 

HANUKKAH FESTIVAL: Join 
in for fun games, holiday 

treats, face painting, arts 
and crafts and giveaways! 
Free. 3 pm. Shorefront Y 
[3300 Coney Island Ave. 
in Brighton Beach, (718) 
305–1144]. 

MON, DEC. 11
FAMILY, HOW THE RABBI(S) 

SAVED HANUKKAH: 
The story of Hanukkah 
you never knew! RSVP re-
quired. $25 (free for mem-
bers). Call for time. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Ave. between 80th 
and 81st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

TALK, “WOMEN IN THE 
WORLD OF FREDERICK 
DOUGLASS”: Histo-
rian and professor Leigh 
Fought paints an alterna-
tive portrait of abolitionist 
and social reformer Fred-
erick Douglass. $5. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org.  

COMEDY, BUTTERBOY: A 
weekly stand-up comedy 
night hosted by Aparna 
Nancherla, Maeve Higgins 
and Jo Firestone. $8–$10. 
8 pm. Littlefi eld (635 Sack-
ett St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), littlefi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open Mic and Stand 
-Up. Free. 9pm. Fred-
dy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th 
streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

TUES, DEC. 12
MUSIC, THE VICTOR WOO-

TEN TRIO: The Grammy-
winning bass player tours 
with his 10th solo album, 
“Trypnotyx.” $25. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

Brighton your day: Students from the Brighton Ballet Theater 
will dance beside the professionals of the Moscow Ballet dur-
ing the 7 pm performance of “The Great Russian Nutcracker,” 
on Dec. 9 at the Kings Theatre, portraying party guests, mice, 
snowflakes, and other supporting characters. Moscow Ballet

Laser lights: Indie electronica act Odesza, just nominated for two 
Grammys, will rock Barclays Center on Dec. 15. Julian Bajsel
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or 
(718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043 
EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878
 www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656 
www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067 
www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-2555LEGAL NOTICES
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LEGAL NOTICES

Need to put some money 
in your pocket?

Sell your unwanted 
in our classifieds sections

Today!

Advertise it with us 
and find that  

perfect roommate!

Call us at 
718.260.2555

Have a  
vacant  
room? 
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GREAT HOLIDAY LEASES!

LINCOLN
 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
    †/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax,    title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable upon 
consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/
purchase option: $6,840/$26,830 (Lincoln MKZ),    $10,260/$28,882 (Lincoln MKX),    $10,044/$26,702 (Lincoln MKC). Leases 
are 25¢ per mile over MKZ 7,500, MKC/MKX 10,   500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. 
Dealer not responsible for typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391,    DMV#6240988.

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200
�

www.PremierLincoln.com
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Auto NetAuto Net

$285 per month 36 month lease. 200A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Select Plus 
Package, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $40,165, VIN#5LHUL71486, $4,925 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. For those who qualify $2750 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 12/31/17.

$285 per month 24 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much 
More! MSRP $41,955, VIN#3LJR603763, $5,125 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month 
Payment, $4,195 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who 
qualify $750 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 12/31/17. 

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN MKZ SELECT BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN MKC SELECT

$285†

LEASE PER MONTH

YOUR
CHOICE

        24 MOS.         36  MOS.

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

2016 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Grey. ONLY 7K 
Mi! Stk#2178F.

 $29,999BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN MKZ

Auto, A/C, Grey. 28K Mi. 
Stk#1640F.

 $18,997BUY
FOR

*

2017 LINCOLN MKZ AWD Reserve

Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B and 
More! Stk# 2179F 

 $31,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BUY
FOR

2017 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR
SELECT 4X4

Auto, S/Roof, Nav, Black, 
13K Mi, Stk#2100F

 $49,995*

CERTIFIED

Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Get Priority Treatment In Our 
Service Department

Plus FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For 
Service

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 60 mos 
at $16.67 per month per $1,000 fi nanced; 
with approved credit on select models not 
to be combined with other offers.

CERTIFIED

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed 
Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much More! 
MSRP $42,930. VIN#2LHBL53357. $5,270 
Due at Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, 
$4,293 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, 
$0 Security Deposit. For those who 
qualify, $1,500 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title 
& MV Fees addt’l. Expires 12/31/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKX SELECT

$332 PER MO.
24 MOS
LEASE

†

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS! 

2017 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
15 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!  


