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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Local offi cials and environ-
mental activists are split over 
the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation’s de-
cision to block a local group 
from placing one million oys-
ters in Coney Island Creek in 
a bid to naturally clean the wa-
terway’s notoriously dirty wa-
ters, with some saying the oys-
ters would be a cost-effective 
way to improve water quality 
and others calling them a po-
tential public health threat. 

The executive director of 
the  Billion Oyster Project , 
the group that originally pro-
posed the idea, said that the 
oysters wouldn’t cure all of 
the creek’s ills, but that they 
would help make the waters 
safer.

“Oysters won’t remove the 
sewage in the water, which is 
the problem,” said Pete Mal-
inowski, “but oysters would 
help restore the biodiversity 
and bio productivity of that 
space. They’re not going to 
clean up after us, but they can 
improve the water quality.”

The Governor’s Offi ce of 
Storm Recovery gave the Bil-
lion Oyster Project a $200,000 

grant earlier this year to 
fund the placement of oysters 
around New York Harbor, but 
the sites had to be cleared with 
the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation.  

The department approved 
the plans for oysters at Paerde-
gat Basin in Canarsie, Brook-
lyn Bridge Park, Sunset Park, 
and Lemon Creek in Staten 
Island, but it rejected the Co-
ney Island Creek site and re-
quested that the Billion Oys-
ter Project submit a revised 
application due to concerns 
over water quality in the area, 
according to a spokesman. 

A regional manager with 
Billion Oyster Project, Ta-
nasia Swift, said that the de-
partment specifi cally cited 
concerns that people might 
harvest the contaminated 
oysters from the shallow wa-
ters and get sick from eating 
them.

But the district manager 
of Community Board 13 said 
that the long list of water-
quality issues that the depart-
ment cited are the very same 
reasons that the creek would 
benefi t from a natural cleanup 

WANTED: Police are asking 
the public to help them iden-
tify this man. NYPD

Axe marks the spot
Our intrepid reporter Julianne Cuba learned to throw axes over drinks at Kick Axe in Gowanus. To fi nd 
out how you can too, see 24-7. Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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DEAL
State blocks oyster plan to 
clean up Coney Is. Creek

Continued on page 12

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Police are asking the public to 
help them identify a man who 
allegedly struck a 19-year-old 
man on the head with a base-
ball bat following a Nov. 11 dis-
pute on 15th Street in Coney Is-
land. 

The suspect allegedly 
struck the other man at about 
4 am after an argument they 
were having between Nep-
tune and Mermaid avenues. 
The victim suffered lacera-
tions to his head and went to 
Lutheran Medical Center in 
serious but stable condition. 
The perp fl ed the scene in an 

unknown direction. 
The man is in his 30s, ac-

cording to police, and was last 
seen wearing a dark colored 
jacket, a white shirt, and dark 
colored pants. 

Police are asking anyone 
with information regarding the 
incident to call Crime Stoppers 
at (800) 577–8477, or for Span-
ish, (888) 577-4782. The public 
can also submit tips by logging 
onto the Crime Stoppers web-
site at  www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com  or by texting tips to 
274637 (CRIMES) then enter-
ing TIP577. All calls are strictly 
confi dential.

Man wanted for beating teen 
with baseball bat in Coney Island
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BY COLIN MIXSON
They don’t have a prayer.

The leader of a Kensing-
ton mosque stole more than 
$300,000 from members before 
storming the Islamic center 
with hired guards last month 
and barring worshippers from 
daily prayers, congregants 
claimed at a Dec. 1 protest out-
side the local religious institu-
tion.

“He’s a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing,” said Maruf Alam, 
who worships at Masjid Nur 
al-Islam. “This guy came in 
with a private security force 
and changed the locks.”

A large crowd of parishio-
ners and reps from other local 
Islamic-faith-based centers 
rallied outside the Church Av-
enue mosque between Ches-
ter Avenue and Story Street 
eight days after Imam Gau-
har Ahmed and his private 
security allegedly seized the 
building and prohibited mem-
bers from using it as a place 
for their fi ve-times-per-day 
prayers.

Worshippers shouting “He 
is a criminal” while carrying 
signs that declared “A thief 
can’t be a religious leader” at 
one point clashed with Imam 
Ahmed’s security during the 
demonstration, before protes-
tors charged the imam with a 
laundry list of crimes he alleg-
edly perpetrated against his 
hapless fl ock.

The congregants claimed 
their once-beloved religious 
leader turned against them 
sometime after the 2008 fi nan-
cial crisis, when he started 
pushing a plan to expand the 
mosque as a scheme to collect 
members’ donations — which 
he actually spent on several 
Michigan properties for him-
self, according to another 
worshipper, who described 
the imam’s actions as crimes 
against Islam.

“This is not Islam. Islam 
is never stealing money,” said 

Khandaker Ahmed.
The parishioners said they 

fi led a lawsuit in Civil Su-
preme Court upon realizing 
their leader was ripping them 
off, but claimed that they ul-
timately decided to show him 
mercy, agreeing to drop the 
case on the condition he step 
down as the mosque’s head on 
Aug. 8, Alam said.

But after his legal troubles 
cleared, the imam fi led false 
documents with the city’s De-
partment of Finance, parish-
ioners claimed, and portrayed 
himself as the mosque’s cur-
rent president in order to gain 
ownership of the property, 
which he then invaded with 
his security force on Thanks-
giving day before changing its 
locks.

The religious leader’s coup 
devastated local worshippers, 
according to Alam, who called 
it “outrageous.”

“He portrayed himself as 
a spiritual leader and did this 
malefi cence to the commu-
nity,” he said. “It took folks a 
while to understand it.”

Imam Ahmed adamantly 
defended himself when 
reached for comment, claim-
ing that the people who rallied 
outside his mosque weren’t 
actually congregants, but a 
hodgepodge of protesters orga-
nized by a more radical group 
of Muslims on a mission to de-
fame him and win over his pa-
rishioners. 

“They’re not a part of our 
religious understanding,” he 
said. “They’re an extreme ver-

sion of Islam.”
Alam vehemently refuted 

the imam’s accusations of rad-
icalization, however, calling 
him “sick” for smearing an 
entire community in order to 
salvage his reputation. 

“That’s the card he’s play-
ing, the radical card? You’re 
talking about hundreds of 
people and they’re radical, 
but you’re a saint?” he said. 
“When someone makes a com-
ment like that, it’s sick.”

A Supreme Court judge ac-
tually granted a restraining 
order that Masjid Nur al-Islam 
honchos fi led in 2015 against 
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By Alexandra Simon

Catch a glimpse of an unseen city!
A new exhibit at the Brooklyn 

Museum makes visitors feel like 
they have traveled to the holy city of Mecca 
— a destination that is forbidden to non-
Muslims. A Saudi photographer spent years 
documenting the construction boom that 
has recently transformed the city, and his 
show “Ahmed Mater: Mecca Journeys” 
uses enormous images to capture that 
transformation. The project began when 
Mater traveled to Mecca and discovered 
how much it had changed since his last visit 
— an impression at odds with his idea of the 
city as a sacred, unchanging place.

“When I returned in 2008, it was to a 
very complex, dynamic, and multifaceted 
place. So before the project began, there 

was a desire to capture this symbolic, imag-
ined, remembered city, to try to align it with 
what was there, physically in front of me,” 
he said. “The cycles of construction and 
deconstruction, the changing city, meant I 
became compelled to dedicate five years of 
my life to documenting and recording the 
place, to what would eventually become a 
prayer for Mecca.”

The exhibit offers a unique glimpse at 
a city off-limits to most Brooklynites, said 
the show’s curator.

“Because Mecca is a city that can be 
visited only by Muslims, the exhibition 
provides a window into a place and a 
culture many people in the world will 
never have the opportunity to experience 
first-hand,” said Catherine Morris. “This 
exhibition of Ahmed Mater’s decade-long 

study of the city presents a rare opportunity 
for Brooklyn Museum visitors to journey 
through this iconic city.”

Mecca is the symbolic heart of Islam, 
and all adult members of the faith are 
expected to complete a pilgrimage to the 
city at least once. Millions of pilgrims visit 
the city during the annual hajj week, but 
Mater wanted to capture more than just 
the religious aspects of the city — he also 
documents the urban projects underway, as 
well as the hustle and bustle of the city’s two 
million year-round residents. 

“Mecca is not only a symbolic or holy 
city — it is a living city subject to the same 
social and   forces facing every major urban 
center in the world,” he said. “So it’s about 
a place, but it’s also about what that place 
means, and about many urban and social 

changes taking place around the world 
today.” 

The exhibit includes 28 oversized pho-
tographs, six videos, a symbolic sculp-
ture, and a floor-to-ceiling installation of 
windows that Mater rescued from historic 
building slated for demolition.

The large photos, the smallest of which 
are more than nine feet long, help visitors to 
feel immersed in the scene, said Mater.

“It has been amazing to see how these 
unexpected perspectives of a city most of 
the audience have never, and will never 
visit, have surprised and engaged,” he said.

“Ahmed Mater: Mecca Journeys” at the 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 852–7755, www.brooklynmuseum.
org]. $16 suggested donation. 

Photos capture construction boom in holy city

Building sights
Top of the mountain: In Ahmed Mater’s 2012 photo, now on 
display at Brooklyn Museum, a construction worker poses 
atop a work site in Mecca, Saudi Arabia. Ahmed Mater

FURIOUS FLOCK: (Above) Masjid Nur al Islam parishioners and reps from 
other Islamic-faith-based groups rallied outside the Kensington mosque 
on Friday in protest of Imam Gauhar Ahmed, whom they claimed fraudu-
lently took over the house of worship and locked them out last month. 
(Right) Worshippers have been barred from saying their daily prayers 
at the mosque since Thanksgiving, but the imam claimed the building is 
closed until around Christmas to accommodate plumbing repairs. 
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson

MUSLIMS BANNED
Imam bars congregants from Kensington mosque, members claim

Continued on page 29
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The city needs to make the 
Shore Road and Gravesend 
Bay promenades safer for pe-
destrians by installing guard 
rails along an unprotected 
stretch of the Belt Parkway 
that runs parallel to the walk-
ways, according to community 
leaders and local pols.

The guard rails are needed 
along the parkway’s eastbound 
lanes, between exits four 
and fi ve — from Bay Eighth 
Street to Bay Parkway — to 
better protect locals enjoying 
the green space, Councilman 
Mark Treyger (D–Coney Is-
land) said in a statement. 

“Many local residents and 
visitors alike frequent the 
promenade and Shore Park-
way Greenway along the Belt 
Parkway for recreational ac-
tivities including cycling, 
jogging, fi shing, or leisurely 
walks along Gravesend Bay,” 
said Treyger. “We need to pro-
tect the safety of pedestrians 
and cyclists.”

Treyger, along with Coun-
cilman Vincent Gentile (D-
Bay Ridge), sent a letter to 
the Department of Transpor-
tation on Nov. 28 asking the 
city to install the guardrails 
along the 1.15-mile stretch of 
the parkway — a proposal that 
Community Board 11 unani-
mously endorsed at its Nov. 9 
board meeting. Guardrails are 
currently in place to separate 
the promenade from the thor-
oughfare along the strip west 
of Bay 8th Street, but there are 

no protections for the part that 
runs east to Bay Parkway. 

In his statement, Council-
man Gentile said that while 
perfect safety is impossible, 
the guard rails represent a 
simple but important pro-
tection for Southern Brook-
lynites. 

“While we must continue 
to live in an open and free so-
ciety, we must also take basic, 
yet vitally important steps to 
safeguard innocent civilians,” 
Gentile said. “We must ensure 
that we are doing all that we 
can to enhance safety in our 
public spaces, and the instal-
lation of these guardrails will 
do that.”

The councilmen cited in 
their statement the  Oct. 31 
Manhattan truck attack that 
killed eight and injured 11 , 
along with the  apparent sui-
cide-by-car off of the Ameri-
can Veterans Memorial Pier 

in Bay Ridge on Nov. 7 , an in-
cident which also prompted 
 calls from locals for the city to 
better protect that pedestrian 
space .

Last month, Councilman 
Treyger, along with with Coun-
cilman Chaim Deutsch (D-
Sheepshead Bay), also called 
on the mayor’s offi ce and the 
parks and police departments 
to  install bollards along Coney 
Island’s Riegelmann Board-
walk , a proposal the Parks De-
partment  confi rmed last week 
that it is studying in conjunc-
tion with the Police Depart-
ment . 

The Department of Trans-
portation is reviewing the let-
ter, a spokeswoman said, but 
the agency directed all ques-
tions to the police depart-
ment.

The district manager from 
Community Board 11 could 
not be reached for comment.

Unguarded: Local pols are calling for the city to install a guardrail protecting the waterfront promenade from 
the eastbound lanes of the Belt Parkway between Bay 8th Street and Bay Parkway. 
  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Going on the rails!
Pols demand guard rails on promenades

SCHOOL’S OUT: Police arrested a janitor at PS 222 last week for alleg-
edly sexually abusing coworkers at the school.  Photo b Paul Martinka

School janitor busted 
in Marine Park on 
sex-abuse charges 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Cops cuffed a Marine Park 
public school’s custodian on 
Nov. 30 for allegedly sexually 
assaulting and harassing 
women inside the Quentin 
Road school since the sum-
mer, police said.

The 32-year-old suspect 
who worked at PS 222 alleg-
edly rubbed his genitals on a 
teacher’s buttocks on Nov. 28. 
She told authorities two days 
later, offi cials said. 

Four other women who 
also work at the school then 
came forward on Nov. 30 
to file similar complaints 
against the suspect, charg-
ing that he allegedly rubbed 
their shoulders inappro-
priately, hugged them, and 
pressed his body against 
them on four separate oc-
casions, including Aug. 1, 
Aug. 28, Sept. 25, and Nov. 
1, according to law enforce-

ment sources. 
Police arrested the De-

partment of Education em-
ployee outside the school at 
about 11:30 am Thursday and 
charged him with forcible 
touching, sexual abuse, and 
harassment, but he had yet 
to be arraigned as of Friday 
afternoon, according to Dis-
trict Attorney Eric Gonza-
lez’s offi ce. 

The Department of Edu-
cation booted the custodian 
from the school’s grounds 
and stripped him of his pay-
check while police investi-
gate the disturbing accusa-
tions, said a spokesman for 
the city agency. 

“(The suspect) was sus-
pended without pay and is 
not permitted in any of our 
school buildings pending the 
outcome of the investigation 
into these troubling allega-
tions,” said Douglas Cohen. 
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EN GARDE!: Councilman Mark Treyger (left) and Councilman Vincent 
Gentile (right) say the city needs to install guard rails along a 1.15-mile 
stretch of the Belt Parkway to protect people on parallel promenades.
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Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL © 2015 Allstate 
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Put your policy to the test.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved 
an average of $446* a year. So when 
you’re shopping for car insurance, call 
me first. You could be surprised by how 
much you’ll save.

David Cohen, CPCU, CFP®
718-859-7900
464 Kings Hwy.
Brooklyn
davidcohen@allstate.com

DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$446$AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

Geico saved $ 440*
on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $395* on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $431 * on average with Allstate

*446

Entrance on Lake Street.

BY COLIN MIXSON
They hope this puss knocks boots!

A male member of Africa’s small-
est wild-feline species joined the me-
nagerie at Prospect Park Zoo’s noctur-
nal section this week, and zookeepers 
hope to introduce him to a female in 
the near future so the two can do their 
part in perpetuating their rarefying 
breed, according to the animal house’s 
head honcho.

“Our hope is to breed the cats to 
contribute to the survival of the spe-
cies, while educating our guests about 
a beautiful yet vulnerable cat species 
that is unknown to most people,” said 
Denise McClean, the zoo’s director.

The diminutive black-footed cat is 
native to Southern Africa, where it 
tends to keep to itself, hunting birds 
and rodents at night with the aid of its 
large eyes and razor-sharp claws.

The breed has seen better days, 
however, and a loss of habitat coupled 
with poaching and indiscriminate 
trapping led the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature to clas-
sify black-footed cats as vulnerable, a 
designation the species has held since 
2002.

And even though the fuzz munch-
kin hails from half a world away, some 
locals said it would look right at home 
hunting rats in Brooklyn.

“It does look like a regular cat,” 
Sheepshead Bay resident Yasmine Ar-
slan said after examining a picture of 
the zoo’s latest fur ball.

CAT’S MEOW: The Prospect Park Zoo added this black-footed cat from Africa to its noctur-
nal exhibit earlier this week. Julie Larsen Maher

LONELY HEARTS CLUB: The Prospect Park 
Zoo only has one black-footed cat, so he’ll 
have to wait until the zoo fi nagles a female 
feline.  Julie Larsen Maher

BACHELOR ON 
THE PROWL!

Prospect Park Zoo welcomes male cat, 
now hopes female, babies will follow
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FEAR NO MIRROR®

FREEZE AWAY YOUR FAT!
ELIMINATE FAT WITH COOLSCULPTING®, THE WORLD’S #1 NON-INVASIVE  

FAT REMOVAL TREATMENT

CoolSculpting is an FDA-cleared treatment that uses controlled cooling to eliminate fat without 
surgery or downtime. And with 95% customer satisfaction, you’ll love the results of CoolSculpting 

every time you look in the mirror.

Call today to schedule your FREE consultation.

Khrom Dermatology and Aesthetics
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl, Brooklyn NY, 11235  

Our CoolSculpting Specialist will 
tailor a treatment plan designed  
to achieve your desired results.

This is a limited time  
offer so call us today!

For detailed location information 
and to RSVP, please call:

1.866.303.9629

MetroPlus Brooklyn Community Offi ce

2221 Church Avenue • Brooklyn
December 15 & 16
8:00 AM to 8:00 PM

Conference Room

NYC Health+Hospitals | Coney Island

2601 Ocean Parkway • Brooklyn
December 19, January 28

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Room 1N65

East New York D&TC

2094 Pitkin Avenue • Brooklyn
January 12

12:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Basement Conference Room

LOOKING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE?
WONDERING HOW YOU CAN AFFORD IT?

November 1, 2017 – January 31, 2018 is your chance to 
enroll in a quality health plan through MetroPlus.
Depending upon your income, you may pay little or nothing 
for your coverage! Learn if you and your family qualify – and 
how to choose the health insurance plan that’s right for you.

Join us for a free seminar
and learn about no-cost or low-cost 

health insurance options available 
through MetroPlus. 

WE CAN HELP!

MKT 17.202

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
MetroPlus does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its health programs and activities.
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.800.303.9626 (TTY: 711).

1.800.303.9626 (TTY: 711)
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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
It’s a home away from home for 
the holidays.

The fi fth-annual Old Time 
Grand Market returns this 
year, and is coming to Brook-
lyn for the fi rst time, at the 
Holy Family Church in Ca-
narsie on Dec. 10. The for-
merly Queens-based festival 
is a yearly event that boasts 
of recreating Caribbean-style 
holiday traditions to soothe 
the longing for home during 
a time where people are cel-
ebrating their cultural cus-
toms, said the organizer. 

“It’s a trip down memory 
lane,” said Andrew Clarke. “If 
you’re missing home and not 
able to afford the high prices 
of plane tickets to go home, 
you can come experience a lit-
tle taste of what a Caribbean 
Christmas is like.”

The old market tradition 
is a concept that originated 
in Jamaica before the rise of 

more modern trends of last-
minute shopping. The market-
place was where people went 
to make purchases of all sorts 
of holiday-related treats and 
gifts, added Clarke. 

“It was the last opportu-
nity to go buy your Christmas 
gift because predating shop-
ping malls, people went to the 
grand market,” he said. 

To bring back this old-fash-
ioned custom, the market is 
a chance to reconnect people 
to how it is done back home, 
along with traditional music 
and food.

“We want to foster that tra-
dition with cultural perfor-
mances and celebrate differ-
ent cultures,” said Clarke. 

A showcase of those mem-
ories will be on display at the 
event, with multimedia pre-
sentations and edible exhibi-
tions, and the various Yule-
tide customs from several 
countries will be highlighted, 
according to Clarke.

“We have our cultural ex-
hibit and a mini museum that 
talks about what a Caribbean 
Christmas is all about, with 
photos and displays of Christ-
mas cake, coquito, and differ-
ent things indigenous to each 
island in celebration of Christ-
mas,” he said. 

Vendors there will be sell-

ing artisanal wares such 
as handmade hair-care and 
beauty products, food, and 
crafts.

The fest is a celebration 
inspired mostly by Jamaican 
culture, but every year Clarke 
aims to spotlight other Carib-
bean islands, and this year’s 
feature will be Guyana and 
Grenada.

The highlight of the fes-
tival is the musical concert, 
which features folk singers 
who will take the stage to per-
form traditional Caribbean 
seasonal tunes as well as more 
modern ones like “The Christ-
mas Song,” Clarke said.

“North American culture 
is infused with Caribbean 

Christmases,” said Clarke. 
“Nat King Cole’s song my not 
be indigenous or traditional 
to the Caribbean, but it has 
been part of the culture for 50 
years, and we embraced and 
will showcase that.” 

Performers will include 
Rory Frankson, Coleen Shand, 
The Braata Folk Singers, The 
True Tribute Organization, 
and the Quake USA cultural 
group of Grenada.

“Old Time Grand Mar-
ket” at Holy Family Church 
[9719 Flatlands Ave. Corner 
of East 98th Street and Conk-
lin Avenue in Canarsie, (917) 
668-2209, www.braataproduc-
tions.com]. Dec. 10 at 4 pm. $25 
($10 for seniors and children).

Old Time Grand Market brings 
Caribbean-style Christmas to Canarsie

HOMESICK: Founder of the Old 
Time Grand Market, Andrew Clarke, 
says this one-day event is a chance 
for people longing for home to ex-
perience a Caribbean Christmas.  
 Photo by Joel Edwards

VOICE OF TRADITION: The Braata Folk singers will perform traditional 
and modern Caribbean Christmas songs at the fi fth-annual Old Time 
Grand Market in Canarsie on Dec. 10. Photo by Jason Johnson

An island holiday

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account2 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective December 1, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 
is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without 
notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. 
Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

APY2

24-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

AAPPPPPPPYYYY2

p

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on 
all types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & 
other benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism

Still Jewish Family owned
and Independently operated

We are pleased to announce that PARKSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC 
has relocated it’s funeral home to 

1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY (1 block from Kings Highway)

Our Helpful and experienced staff remains the same

Our telephone number remains the same

718-338-1500
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63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Bench mark
A nogoodnik lifted a woman’s 

wallet at an Avenue U shopping cen-
ter on Nov. 30.

The woman told police that she 
was sitting on a bench inside the 
center near E. 54th Street around 5 
pm and placed her money pocket on 
the seat. After turning around for a 
few minutes she turned back to dis-
cover that it was gone, according to 
the report. Cops say the wallet con-
tained her identifi cation card and a 
debit card, and are reviewing sur-
veillance camera footage to identify 
the thief.

Cut and ran
Two brigands robbed a mobile 

phone retailer on Kings Highway 
near Utica Avenue on Nov. 30.

A witness said that two bandits 
came into the store around 5:45 pm 
and went for a display case. When 
one of the thieves left the store, 
the other remained and cut the ca-
bles connecting two new phones to 
display case, according to the re-
port. Cops say that minutes later 
both crooks fl ed the scene in a gray 
sports utility vehicle.

Slashed, and dashed
Offi cers nabbed a woman for al-

legedly damaging a car parked on 
Glenwood Road and E. 59th Street 
on Dec. 2.

The car’s owner told police 
around 10:25 pm, the suspect used 
a box cutter to scratch up his vehi-
cle and also stole a credit card and 
an identifi cation card, according 
to the report. Police caught up with 
her minutes after the incident and 
cuffed the suspect.

Digital swipe
Someone stole several electron-

ics from a car parked in an Avenue 
U parking lot on Dec. 1.

Cops say the man left his car in 
the lot near E. 56th Street around 
1:45 pm and went to a hardware 
store, only to return and fi nd that 
his vehicle was raided. Two laptops 
and a smartphone were stolen, ac-
cording the report.

— Alexandra Simon

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Nodded, and robbed
A punk stole a man’s iPhone 7, 

driver’s license, and debit and credit 
cards when he was sleeping on the N 
train between the Bay Parkway and 
Eighth Avenue stops on Dec. 3.

The man told police that he got 
on the train at Stillwell Avenue at 
3 am, and missed his stop at Bay 

Parkway because he fell asleep. He 
woke up at Eighth Avenue by 4 am, 
when he realized his phone — along 
with the accompanying wallet case 
and the aforementioned cards — 
was missing.

Cash grabber
A lout stole a little more than 

$700 from a Ridge man’s purloined 
debit card at cash machine on 18th 
Avenue at some point after Nov. 13. 

The thief snagged the cash at the 
corner of 65th Street, according to a 
police report. 

    Stroller heist
A lowlife stole $300 in cash plus 

a woman’s debit card, two credit 
cards, and driver’s license from 
her child’s stroller after she left it 
briefl y to drop off her child at day-
care on Ridge Boulevard on Nov. 
30. The theft occurred at some point 
in the 10-minute window between 
7:40 and 7:50 am, when the woman 
briefl y abandoned her childless 
stroller when she left it on the side-
walk at 71st street, according to the 
report.

Out of order
A no-goodnik stole a little more 

than $1,000 via money order after a 
Ridge man mailed it to his landlord 
from his Fourth Avenue home at 
some point after June 5. 

The man mailed the money from 
his home between 72nd and 73rd 
streets after 10 am on the June day, 
he reported to police on Dec. 1. But 
a lout cashed the money order soon 
after he mailed it, he said.

Left it, lost it
A miscreant stole from a man’s 

wallet, citizenship card, two credit 
cards, and a debit card from his un-
locked car parked on 14th Avenue at 
some point between Nov. 26 and 29. 

The man parked the car at 81st 
Street at 4 pm on the 26th and re-
turned at noon on the 29th to fi nd 
the items gone, according to the re-
port.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Late night jackpot
A lowlife stole a cash register, 

change box, and the $275 total cash 
that was inside from a store on 18th 
Avenue on Nov. 27, police said.

The no-goodnik both entered 

and fl ed the business at 72nd Street 
through a side door, according to 
the report. The last employee who 
was in the store the night before 
said they locked the door just be-
fore 11 pm. The perp fl ed in a dark 
sport utility vehicle on 72nd Street 
towards 18th Avenue and then to-
wards 71st Street. Police are review-
ing tapes from surveillance camera 
in the area for clues.

Harmed his arm
A lout struck another man on 

his arm with a metal pipe, causing 
swelling and pain, after the pair got 
into a verbal dispute about who got 
to use the gas station vacuum on 
Stilwell Avenue on Nov. 27. The as-
sault occurred around 4:20 pm, be-
tween Avenue P and Kings Highway. 
Investigators said they are review-
ing footage from surveillance cam-
eras in the area.

Phone battle
A pair of punks jumped a man on 

62nd Street and beat him up after he 
refused to give up his cell phone on 
Nov. 27.

The pair approached the man 
between 20th and 21st avenues at 
around 3:45 pm, when they threw 
him to the ground, causing cuts to 
his knees, and demanded he hand 
over his phone. When he refused, 
they kicked him all over his body 
before fl eeing on foot. Emergency 
medical personnel treated the man 
at his residence. Authorities are re-
viewing footage from surveillance 
cameras that were in the area.

Amorous attack 
A good-for-nothing choked a 

woman and kissed her on Bay 25th 
Street on Nov. 28. 

The lout approached the woman 
at Benson Avenue at around 2 pm, 
put his hands around her neck, and 
applied pressure, causing redness 
and bruising. He kissed her on the 
cheek and then fl ed in an unknown 
direction. Police are reviewing cam-
eras in the area.

Outside job
A miscreant stole $1,500 in cash 

from a truck parked on Highlawn 
Avenue on Dec. 1, cops said.

The thief entered the loaded 
truck through the driver’s side 
door at its spot between W. Fifth 
and Sixth streets just after 4 pm be-
fore fl eeing with the cash in an un-
known direction.

Lousy coffee break
A crook stole a man’s 2004 Honda 

Civic from its 20th Avenue parking 
spot while its owner was grabbing a 
hot cup of joe on Dec. 1.

The driver left his car running 
at 73rd Street when he went inside 
to get a cup of coffee at around 11:20 
am, and saw a man fl eeing in the 
car towards 21st Avenue when he 
exited. Police are reviewing footage 
from security cameras in the area. 

Bag grab
A pack of punks broke into an 

81st Street home on Dec. 2, then ran-
sacked a bedroom and stole jewelry 
and Louis Vuitton bags.

The perps entered the home be-
tween 15th and 16th avenues just af-
ter 2:30 pm before fl eeing in an un-
known direction, according to the 
report. Police said there were no 
signs of forced entry.

Jacked from behind
A no-goodnik stole $1,200 in cash 

and a credit and debit card from a 
man on 20th Avenue on Dec. 2. 

The crook approached the man 
from behind between 61st and 62nd 
streets just before 110 pm, when he 
took his wallet from his left pants 
pocket before fl eeing on 20th Ave-
nue towards 62nd Street. Police are 
reviewing cameras in the area.

—Julianne McShane

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Beaten for phone
A group of ruffi ans attacked a 

teen and stole his phone as he was 
walking along Gravesend Neck 
Road on Nov. 28, police said. 

The 19-year-old told police he 
was walking near E. 17th Street 
while on his phone at about 3:30 pm 
when the thugs approached him 
and started beating him up. The vil-
lains grabbed his pricey iPhone and 
then fl ed towards a Q train at the 
Gravesend Neck Road station, in-
vestigators said.

Threat and take
A hooligan threatened a teen at 

gunpoint and stole his phone and 
sneakers on Avenue Y on Nov. 29, 
offi cials said. The good-for-nothing 
followed the 13-year-old to a spot 
near E. 26th Street at about 9:15 pm 
and said, “Get up against the car, 
don’t try to run or scream or I’ll 
shoot you,” and then brandished his 
gun, according to authorities. The 
snake grabbed the teen’s expensive 
iPhone and adidas Alpha Bounce 
sneakers, then fl ed toward Avenue 
X, cops said.  — Julianne Cuba
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Festive locals gathered at the 
corner of 60th Street and Fifth 
Avenue in Sunset Park on Nov. 
30 for the neighborhood’s 18th-
annual Christmas tree light-
ing. 

The event drew Sunset 
Parkers young and old, some 
of whom said they attended 
the event for the fi rst time 
this year and were awed by 
the giant tree twinkling with 
lights.

“It’s beautiful,” said Car-
lotta Holber, a nine-year Sun-
set Parker who came out for 
the fi rst time. 

The 18-foot-tall tree set 
up outside Our Lady of Per-
petual Help this year was ar-
tifi cial, as it has been for the 
past few years, because the 
quality is more consistent, 
according to the chief orga-
nizer and executive director 
of the Sunset Park Fifth Av-

enue Business Improvement 
District, which sponsors the 
annual event. 

“We used to have a real 
tree, but then there was 
a snowstorm and the tree 
couldn’t come down from Can-
ada,” said Renee Giordano. 
“I’ve never gone back, because 
[the artifi cial trees] are always 
even and perfect.”

The event also featured 
musical performances and 
carols — including classics 
such as “Deck the Halls” 
and “Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer” — from the profes-
sionals from the local Regina 
Opera Company, along with 
students from the nearby I.S. 
136 and P.S. 105 schools on the 
stage set up in front of the Ba-
silica of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help. 

Youngsters from the 
Brooklyn Chinese-Amer-
ican Association’s after-

school program also sang 
songs in Chinese. Anays 
Boutique, a local shop 
that specializes in custom 
dresses for weddings and 
quinceaneras, staged a fash-
ion show as well.

And kiddies fl ocked to pose 
for a photo with Santa Claus in 
front of the tree before receiv-
ing a goodie bag full of cray-
ons, toys, kaleidoscopes, and 
coloring books. 

A local mother-daughter 
duo said they had walked by 
the tree for many years, but 
they were glad they fi nally 
came out to the kickoff event 
together for the fi rst time to 
see the magic unfold in per-
son.  

“We’ve seen [the tree], 
but we’ve never been to the 
tree lighting,” said Tracy 
Schwartz, who attended with 
her mother Charlotte. 

“It was exciting to see.” 

LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS: The 18-foot-tall Christmas tree stands re-
splendent on the corner of 60th Street and Fifth Avenue after the light-
ing ceremony on Nov. 30. Community News Group / Julianne McShane 

Sunset Parkers celebrate 
18th-annual tree lighting
Carols, Santa, goodie bags enjoyed

HEALTHQUEST
3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
www.hqbk.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-12PM

QUIT
SMOKING
NOW!
GUARANTEED!
Every year, millions of people try to quit smoking, and every year, millions fail. Smokers 
try nicotine patches, inhalers, nasal spray, and gum to kick the habit. Some try quitting 
cold turkey. Most will quit two or three times and return to the habit before quitting again 
permanently. According to the Centers for Disease Control, most relapses occur within the 
first three months.

Auriculotherapy treatment balances brain chemicals, that when out of balance, can 
lead to addictions. The treatment is easy and cost effective, and could soon change the way we 
treat smoking addictions. By tapping into certain points through he ear to the brain, chemicals 
are balanced and cravings vanish immediately. One, pain free treatment is all that is usually 
needed. Once you have the motivation, auriculotherapy can offer what willpower cannot - 
PERMANENT SUCCESS!

Medically Accepted & FDA Approved.

HOLIDAY
SPECIAL 
25% OFF
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Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-645-6677  www.attorneynow.com

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

®

valleynationalbank.com

VNB® Money Market Savings: $10,000 minimum to open. The Annual Percentage Yield of 1.25% is effective 
as of 11/21/17. A maintenance fee of $25 will be imposed each monthly statement cycle if the average daily 
collected balance falls below $10,000. If the average daily balance falls below $10,000 or exceeds $1,000,000, 
the interest rate will be reduced to .25%. Fees could reduce earnings. Rates subject to change. This offer is 
available for consumer customers in New Jersey and New York only. Funds deposited must be from another 
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1.25%
APY

VNB® MONEY MARKET SAVINGS

Features Online & Mobile Banking 
with Mobile Deposit

To open an account, visit valleynationalbank.com/moneymarket
or stop by one of our conveniently located branches in New Jersey

or New York. You can also call us at 800-522-4100.

No strings attached.

Relax and grow
your savings

NIEBERG MIDWOOD CHAPEL, INC 

has relocated to
60 Brighton 11th Street, Brooklyn, NY 

(1 Block from Emmons Avenue)

Our telephone number remains the same

718-377-2700

Still owned and operated 
by the Nieberg Family
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by oysters. 
“We want the oysters in the creek 

because it will help clean it naturally, 
versus other costly, man-made solu-
tions,” said Eddie Mark. 

Coney Island Creek has become 
a cauldron of environmental contro-
versy, beginning when  this paper 
broke the news last October that six-
teen buildings nearby, in Gravesend’s 
Beach Haven Apartments, had been 
dumping about 200,000 gallons of raw 
sewage into the creek everyday, pos-
sibly for years . The Department of En-
vironmental Conservation also came 
under fi re, along with the city, for  fail-
ing to announce the fi ndings to the 
public . 

Local environmental activists were 
up in arms earlier this year when  the 
state approved a permit for the city 
to pour up to 7.2 million gallons of fi l-
tered, contaminated groundwater into 
the creek every day for up to two years  
while the city upgrades sewer and wa-
ter mains in the area. 

Mallinowski said that the oysters 
would not remove the industrial con-
taminants from the groundwater,  but 
that they would help mitigate nitrogen 
pollution , which comes from wastewa-
ter and can kill aquatic life. 

But another local said that the state 
department was right to bar the oys-
ters from the creek because they could 
become a target for poachers, who 
might sell the polluted mollusks as 
food, which could make people sick. 

“People could take these oysters 
and sell them somewhere,” said Ida 
Sanoff, the executive director of the 
Natural Resources Protective Associ-
ation, a group dedicated to protecting 
marine life in the city’s waters. “You 
have to consider public safety.”

Malinowski acknowledged the con-
cerns that the oysters could become 
public safety risks, but insisted that 
the waters of Coney Island Creek are 
much more dangerous than that pos-
sibility. 

Sanoff said that the state needs 
to commit more resources to make 
the creek safer because the oysters 
wouldn’t do enough.

“Coney Island Creek is going to 
need much more than oysters to im-
prove water quality, because there is 
raw sewage going in there on a daily 
basis,” she said. 

 Sanoff echoed the calls of earlier ac-
tivists to make the waterway a “state 
Superfund” site  — meaning that reg-
ulators would fi gure out who was re-
sponsible for the dirty waterway’s de-
plorable condition and bill them for 
the clean-up. 

Malinowski said that the Billion 
Oyster Project will place oysters into 
the four other approved sites in the 
spring, when it will also submit the 
revised application for Coney Island 
Creek, which will call for the oysters 
to be removed from the waters  after 
the “growing season” of the warmer 
months, when the oysters are most ef-
fective. 

Swift added that the revised pro-
posal would also contain measures to 
discourage poaching  — such as reduc-
ing the number of oysters in the water, 
putting locks on the oyster cages, and 
not allowing them to grow to the mar-
ket sizes at which they are typically 
sold.

But Malinowski noted that the most 
effective way to clean up the waterway 
would be to stop making it dirty. 

“Humans need to stop polluting 
the water if we want the water to be 
clean,” he said.  

The Governor’s Offi ce of Storm Re-
covery did not respond to repeated re-
quests for comment. 

Keep New Yorkers safe at NYC Parks beaches and  
pools while earning approximately $15 per hour. 
Qualifying tests begin in December. 

Become a lifeguard  
this summer!

Abraham Lincoln  
High School
2800 Ocean Parkway
Dec. 8: 5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.
Dec. 15: 5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.

Metropolitan Pool  
& Fitness Center
261 Bedford Ave.
Dec. 5: 6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Dec. 12: 6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.

For more information and a complete list of testing locations,  
call 311 or visit nyc.gov/parks/lifeguards. Men and women  
wanted. Must be 16 years of age. Paid training if hired.  
Full-time seasonal work at NYC beaches and pools.

Please help the children this year!

Bay Improvement Group, Councilman Chaim Deutsch and 
Assemblywoman Helene Weinstein invite you to the 

B.I.G. 26th Annual Celebrity Holiday

TOY DRIVE
Hosted by: Public School 52

Nostrand Ave. (auditorium off Voorhies Avenue) in Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn)

Sunday, Dec. 10th, 2017, 5–7pm
Join in HOLIDAY CAROLING with 

VinceMartel - Vanilla Fudge “You Keep Me Hanging On,” US Navy Vet;
Denver recording artist Peg Pearl; A Musical Celebration with Choirs from P.S. 52, P.S. 194 

and Band and Choral performance by I.S. 206 and others to be announced!

FREE ADMISSION with YOUR donation of UNWRAPPED NEW 
TOYS that will be distributed locally before Christmas. 

Refreshments provided by Dunkin Donuts

Toys can be dropped off on Sheepshead Bay Rd at: Sterling National Bank, Factory Cafe, Community 
Popular Bank. And also at Gothic Press 1317 Ave. Z; TD Bank 2944 Gravesend Neck Rd; Investors Bank 
3780 Nostrand Ave; Councilmember Deutsch’s offi ce; Assemblymember Weinstein’s offi ce; and P.S. 52.

Sponsored by
Bay Improvement Group, Councilman Chaim Deutsch and Assemblywoman Helene Weinstein

BIG is a not-for-profi t, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt community coalition
718-646-9206, 212-750-5560, Fax: 212-759-5551, On the web: www.bayimprovementgroup.org

MUDDY WATERS: The state Department of Environmental Conservation has blocked a plan 
to place a million oysters in Coney Island Creek to help clean the water — because it says the 
water is too dirty.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Continued from cover

OYSTERS
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LOOKING FOR A GREAT DENTIST?LOOKING FOR A GREAT DENTIST?
HERE ARE 6 REASONS TO CALL US RIGHT NOW.HERE ARE 6 REASONS TO CALL US RIGHT NOW.

718-338-4177 
Please visit us online at www.albanodentalgroup.com

2001 East 55th St. Brooklyn NY 693 5th Ave New York NY

1. NO PAIN! Don’t worry we have great ways to make your experience a pain free one!
2. GREAT EXPERIENCE! Leave your bad experience behind. We have been caring for this community for over 50 years! We understand your fears!
3. A BEAUTIFUL SMILE IS OUR SPECIALTY! We partner with the fi nest dental technicians in the country.
4. STATE OF THE ART TECHNOLOGY! We only use the best materials and equipment available today.
5. CONVENIENCE! We have 2 locations, 24 hour online scheduling, evening hours and a pediatric dentist on Saturdays.
6. When you visit us you become family and we truly care about you!

John Albano DMD / General Dentist Susan Albano DMD / Prosthodontist Sheryl Lee DDS /General Dentist Agnieszka Toth DMD / Pediatric Dentist

53 lbs gone!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System

Dr. Melinda Keller
(718) 234-6212

5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204
      myfatlossexpert.com

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS
GUARANTEED!
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…not the FLU

“ I got my 
flu shot

Their silence speaks louder 
than words. 

 The Council voted over-
whelmingly last week to ban 
the scientifi cally discredited 
practice of trying to “cure” 
someone’s homosexuality  — 
through what’s often called 
 gay conversion therapy or re-
parative therapy  — but a pair 
of Brooklyn pols were the only 
two to vote against the ban, sig-
nifying their support for the 
controversial practice.  

Councilman David Green-

fi eld (D–Midwood) and Coun-
cilman Chaim Deutsch (D-
Sheepshead Bay) voted “nay” 
on the legislation on Dec. 1, 
while Councilman Andy King 
(D–Bronx) abstained for what 
he said were religious reasons. 

The bill is now on Mayor De-

Blasio’s desk, and 120 days af-
ter Hizzoner is expected to sign 
it, centers or individuals in the 
fi ve boroughs that offer such 
so-called therapy will have to 
cough up thousands of dollars 
in fi nes if caught. 

But Greenfi eld, who is set to 
leave offi ce at the end of the year 
before the law actually takes ef-
fect,  told amNewYork  he voted 
against the bill because he wor-

ried how outlawing the prac-
tice would impact some people 
in his district who are “having 
this conversation,” especially 
those in the Orthodox Jewish 
communities he represents. 

“It’s not clear to me what 
kind of impact it will have on 
those folks,”  Greenfi eld told am-
NewYork . “I think we should be 
respectful, specifi cally, of peo-
ple who are making personal 
religious choices.”

Greenfi eld’s offi ce declined 
to comment further when this 
paper reached out to ask if the 
outgoing legislator would do 
anything to ensure that the 

people who he says are having 
these “conversations” will com-
ply with the law, or what his 
vote says to the LGBTIQ com-
munity, especially youngsters, 
in his district, who  risk depres-
sion, anxiety, self-destructive 
behavior, or even suicide, if 
pressured into such a practice . 

Deutsch also voted against 
the bill, but refused to explain 
his reasoning — he did not re-
spond to six e-mails, three text 
messages, or four phone calls 
since Dec. 1 seeking comment. 

But the newly re-elected 
councilman’s silence didn’t 
stop his own constituents from 
questioning his reasoning out 
of him online, and bashing him 
for his vote. Russian-born Mid-
wood resident Lyosha Gor-

shkov, co-president of RUSA 
LGBT — a U.S.-based network 
of Russian-speaking LGBTQ 
immigrants and their allies 
— and who identifi es as queer, 
said he’s fed up with Deutsch 
ignoring the LGBTIQ commu-
nity and seemingly consider-
ing them to be sick, second-
class citizens. 

“He is sticking to a particu-
lar orthodox population, ignor-
ing diversity of the district. It 

made me furious because con-
version therapy is, by default, 
an anti-human, anti-scientifi c, 
and discriminatory practice 
that has caused a lot of harm 
and damage to the people who 
were forced into it,” said Gor-
shkov in an e-mail. “It has to be 
banned indefi nitely. And do not 
forget that this practice often 
leads teenagers to suicide, and 
this is what CM Deutsch and 
Greenfi eld must think about, 
rather than pretending that 
they are trying to ‘protect our 
children.’ ”

And Gorshkov, who also 
 founded the country’s fi rst-ever 
Russian-speaking pride march 
in Deutsch’s district in Brigh-
ton Beach , said this vote just 
more clearly speaks to his lack 
of respect for the LGBTIQ com-
munity since Deutsch actually 
won’t say anything at all — he 
never made it to the May march, 
and never even returned the in-
vitation, said Gorshkov.

“I had invited CM Deutsch 
to attend the fi rst one, but I 
haven’t heard anything from 
him or his offi ce, which is sig-
nifi cant, and speaks about his 
real intentions,” Gorshkov 
said. “I am urging him that he 

has to see out of the box, and ac-
knowledge that there are a lot of 
LGBTIQ people in his district, 
we are his neighbors, his ca-
shiers, his barbers, his doctors, 
his teachers, etc. and we still 
get attacked, verbally abused, 
beaten up, discriminated in the  
workplace on a daily basis. If he 
is not going to listen to us, we 
have to act and react.”

Councilman Carlos 

Menchaca (D–Red Hook), an 
openly gay city legislator and 
sponsor on the bill, declined to 
comment about his Brooklyn 
colleagues’ votes. 

 Striking Gold-en  
Citing City records, the Al-

bany Times Union has report-
eed that longtime staffer for 
state Sen. Marty Golden (R-
Bay Ridge) and former Repub-
lican Council candidate John 

Quaglione, who  narrowly lost 
to Councilman-elect Justin 

Brannan (D–Bay Ridge)  last 
month,  spent a large chunk of 
his campaign cash at his boss’s 
family-owned neighborhood ca-
tering hall .

Quaglione, who has worked 
for Golden for nearly two de-

Brooklyn pols only ‘No’ votes on gay-conversion ban

PARTY LINE

TALKING BORO POLITICS
WITH JULIANNE CUBA

Continued on page 24
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EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGEMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS
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BY COLIN MIXSON
It was a celebration of their 
service.

Hundreds of local legal 
eagles wined and dined at a 
Downtown hotel on Monday 
during a swanky dinner and 
awards ceremony where there 
was not a strange face in the 
house, according to a host.

“We had like 850 people and 
they all knew each other,” said 
Aimee Richter, president of 
the Brooklyn Bar Association. 
“It was a fantastic evening.”

The attorneys and notable 
guests including Kings County 
Democratic Party boss Frank 
Seddio and District Attorney 
Eric Gonzalez began their 

night sipping drinks during a 
top-shelf cocktail hour, before 
they — along with the lawyers’ 
families and associates from 
other bar associations and lo-
cal institutions — fi ltered into 
the banquet hall at the New 
York Marriott at the Brook-
lyn Bridge for a three-course 

Legal eagles let loose
EAGLES SOAR: (Left) From left, Community News Group publisher Cliff 
Luster with Investors Bank executives Brian Gomez and Ana Oliveira at 
the Brooklyn Bar Association gala on Dec. 4. (Above) From left, Brooklyn 
Bar Association President-Elect David Chidekel, sitting President Aimee 
Richter, and attorney Steven Cohn at the Brooklyn Bar Association’s an-
nual awards gala on Dec. 4. Community News Group / Colin MixsonContinued on page 20

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!
If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 

selling or appraisal contact our expert: 
at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$A
VE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2017.

Attorney Advertising 

ABUSED  
BY CLERGY? 

646-679-5996

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!  
Contact us about the Sexual Abuse Compensation Programs (IRCP)

AndersonAdvocates.com

DEADLINE TO ACT:
December 21  

Diocese of Brooklyn
December 31

Diocese of Rockville Centre

1745 Broadway, 17th Floor
New York, New York 10019 

366 Jackson St., Suite 100
St. Paul, MN 55101
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®

valleynationalbank.com

*Bonus offer available to customers who have a combined balance of $100,000 or greater, 
prior to opening the account and excludes the CD balance. Minimum deposit $500. The Annual 
Percentage Yield (APY) is effective and accurate as of 12/3/2017. Early withdrawal penalties 
may be imposed and the fee could reduce principal. If combined balances fall below $100,000, 
CD rate will revert to 1.50% APY.  Offer available in New Jersey and New York. Funds deposited 
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notice. See a Valley representative for complete terms and conditions. © 2017 Valley National 
Bank®. Member FDIC. Equal Opportunity Lender. All Rights Reserved. VCS-7644

Other great CD rates available.

15 MONTH CD
1.50%

APY

Open an account at one our convenient
branches in New Jersey or New York.
You can also call us at 800-522-4100.

BONUS OFFER!
Earn an additional .10% when you 
maintain other Valley accounts.*

Make your savings 
more rewarding

with Valley’s 15 Month CDGet a Fresh Look for the Holiday’s
Interiors  Exteriors Fences-Wrought Iron Decks 

Clean Outs  Specialty Effects Handyman
Color Consultations  Quick & Reliable

Stroke 
of Style 
Painting

Serving 
Brooklyn & 

Staten Island 
Over 

20 Years

Residential & Commercial 

cell 917.214.3139  office 718.442.4528
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B Q B4, B36, B44 
buses

Offi ces are easily accessible by:

municipal parking lot available.

Bankruptcy

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
They’re going Dutch for Christ-
mas!

Hundreds of families cel-
ebrated the traditional Dutch 
Sinterklaas at the Wyckoff 
House museum in Canarsie 
on Dec. 2. The annual event, 
which is held on the grounds 
of the city’s oldest house, hon-
ors the Noel traditions Dutch 
settlers brought with them 
when they landed in what is 
now modern day Brooklyn and 
has grown so popular that this 

year’s was the biggest gather-
ing yet, according to the muse-
um’s executive director.

“A lot of families came and 
we had nearly 300 visitors at-
tend — an all-time record,” 
said Melissa Branfman.

Kids and their parents 
spent the day making crafts 
such as Dutch shoes called 
klompen, and food such as oli-
cooks — Dutch donuts. They 
also learned the history of 
Saint Nick, who came to be 
known as Santa Claus in 

North America. And when 
the man of the hour made his 
entrance on horseback, a se-
lect few youngsters even got 
to feed his merry mount, said 
Branfman. 

“All of the kids got to meet 
the horse and pet him, and 
some fed him carrots — but 
not everyone, because we had 
a lot of people this year,” she 
said.

Each child got to enter the 
historic house for a one-on-

Sinterklaas is comin’ to town!

NAUGHTY OR NICE: (Above) Kids got to sign Sinterklaas’s red book to 
let him know if they were good or bad all year. (Center) This Sinterklaas 
fan was all smiles at Wycoff House on Dec. 2. The Dutch Santa arrived on 
horseback. Wyckoff House / Cindy HuContinued on page 31
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MARIE PYRAM,  82
member for 1 year
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LOOK,

NEW NAME,  SAME  GREAT  CARE.

R i v e r S p r i n g H e a l t h P l a n s . o r g

ELDERSERVE  HEALTH  I S  NOW
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meal and awards ceremony hosted by 
the Brooklyn Bar Association Foun-
dation, the organization’s charitable 
arm.

Hosts began the honors by recog-
nizing three retiring court justices: 
Hon. Randall T. Eng, Presiding Jus-
tice of the Second Department of the 
Appellate Division; Hon. Martin M. 
Solomon, a justice at Kings County Su-

preme Court; and Hon. Neil J. Firetog, 
Kings County’s Acting Supreme Court 
Justice — all of whom received plaques 
from the foundation commemorating 
their civil service.

The festivities continued with the 
presentation of inaugural Vivian H. 
Agress Trailblazer award, which is 
named for the Brooklyn Bar Associa-
tion’s fi rst female president and was 
awarded to seven past presidents: Hon. 
Miriam Cyrulnik, Lynn R. Terrelonge, 
Hon. Nancy T. Sunshine, RoseAnn C. 

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

The New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (“Parks”) is issuing a significant Request for 
Proposals (“RFP”) for the operation, maintenance, and management of a year-round tennis facility at 
the Parade Ground in Prospect Park, Brooklyn.

All proposals submitted in response to this RFP must be submitted no later than Monday, January 8th, 2018 
at 3:00 P.M. There will be a recommended site visit on Monday, December 11th, 2017 at 11:00 A.M.  We 
will be meeting at the proposed concession site (Block # 5051 & Lot #1), which is located at 50 Parkside 
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11226. We will be meeting in front of the Tennis Center clubhouse.  If you are 
considering responding to this RFP, please make every effort to attend this recommended meeting.

Hard copies of the RFP can be obtained, at no cost, commencing on Monday, November 27th, 2017 
through Monday, January 8th, 2018, between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M., excluding weekends 
and holidays, at the Revenue Division of the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, which 
is located at 830 Fifth Avenue, Room 407, New York, NY 10065.

The RFP is also available for download, on Monday, November 27th, 2017 through Monday, January 8th, 
2018, on Parks’ website. To download the RFP, visit http://www.nyc.gov/parks/businessopportunities and 
click on the “Concessions Opportunities at Parks” link. Once you have logged in, click on the “download” 
link that appears adjacent to the RFP’s description.

For more information or to request to receive a copy of the RFP by mail, prospective proposers may 
contact Eric Weiss, Project Manager, at (212) 360-3483 or at eric.weiss@parks.nyc.gov.

TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD) 212-504-4115

CHEERS: From left, attorneys Emil Sanchez, Frank Francis, Sarah Bruno, and Fabian Robley 
share a drink at the Brooklyn Bar Association’s annual awards dinner. 
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Continued from page 16 

BAR GALA

BAR NONE: (Above) Hon. Nancy T. Sunshine with Community News Group publisher Cliff 
Luster at the gala. (Below) From left. Judge Katherine Levine, Board of Elections Counsel 
Seven Richman, and Judge Lawrence Knipel at the Brooklyn Bar Association gala on Dec. 4. 
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson

JOHN J. HEALEY FUNERAL HOME
“Serving Brooklyn Since 1904”

2005 West 6th Street
718-743-1388

Visit us at: www.JohnJHealey.com
Manager: John LaGreca

John J. Healey Funeral Home is owned by Service Corporation International    
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston Tx. 77019  713-522-5141

Continued on page 24



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 8–14, 2017 21  B GM BR

Caring for a family member who has trouble with thinking and 
memory can be extremely challenging. So challenging, in fact, 
that caregivers may feel overwhelmed, struggling to maintain 
their own health and well-being.

NYU Langone’s Family Support Program provides convenient, 
personalized, and ongoing support to people caring for someone 
with Alzheimer’s or other thinking and memory disorders.

The program is provided free of charge to individuals living 
within the fi ve boroughs. You will receive access to counseling; 
connections to doctors and support groups; and compassionate 
guidance by being paired with a caregiver who has had a similar 
experience.

Join a community dedicated to providing the support and 
guidance you need, for as long as you need it.

For more information or to enroll, call us at 646.754.2277 
or visit nyulangone.org/memorydisordersupport.

The Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias Family Support Program
is supported by a grant from the New York State Department of Health.

THE ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 
AND RELATED DEMENTIAS 

FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM.

YOUR FATHER
KEEPS WANDERING
AWAY FROM HOME.
BUT IT’S YOU WHO

FEELS LOST.

429009-01_NYU1793_CommunityNews_2017_P4C.indd   1 10/3/17   4:28 PM

8705 5

WWW.MRVACUUMSTORES.COM

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 12/31/17.

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

+ PARTS
+ TAX

$1495

35 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERVICE

Large Selection of

Vacuums, Sewing Machine, Hand Vacs, Air Conditioners, Appliances, 
Austin Air Purifi ers

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!
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BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

SEASON’S  EATINGS & HOLIDAY CATERING
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Since 1955 Nick’s Lobster House goal has been to provide our 
guests with excellent service in a fun, casual atmosphere to 
enjoy the freshest lobsters, seafood and ingredients around!

New menu now available!
Visit: www.Nickslobsterhouse.com

Nick’s Lobster House now offers:

Nick’s Lobster House
2777 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234 

718-253-7117

NEXT DOOR
ITALIAN RESTAURANT

Dining Across the Waterfront

www.NextDoorBrooklyn.com

2005 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn

Holiday
Lunch and Dinner 

Specials

Elegant 
Presentation
Quality
Ingredients
Impeccable Service
Unparalleled Taste

OPEN 
Christmas & New Year’s Eve 
Christmas & New Year’s Day

Call For Details

2003 Emmons Ave. 
718.332.6064

 Join us on Christmas & New Years Eve
and Christmas & New Years Day 

SEASON’S  EATINGS & HOLIDAY CATERING
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www.hunterssteakhouse.com

Deluxe New Year’s Eve 
Four Course Dinner Party Menu

Appetizers
 

Salad 
 

Entrées 
(CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING) 

(Entées served with Potato and Vegetable) 

Coffee & Dessert 

Party in the New Year

 

The party starts at 9:30pm

New Year’s Eve Options
Ala Carte Dinner seatings are 3pm, 5pm, 7pm

Midnight Party seating is 9pm
$125 p.p. (tax & tip are included)

Dinner Live Music Full Open Bar

   Open Bar at The Bar
 $40 p.p.

9pm – 2am

LIVE 
MUSIC 
ON WEEKEND

Branda, Diana J. Szochet, Andrea E. 
Bonina, and Rebecca Rose Woodland.

And the party concluded on a high 
note, when hosts awarded the founda-
tion’s top honor, the Brooklyn Bar As-
sociation Annual Award, to State Su-
preme Court justices Rachel Adams 
and Bernard Graham, who were rec-
ognized for their legal acumen as well 
as for their even-handed approaches 
to justice and all-around congeniality, 
according to Richter.

“We look for judges that give some-
thing special,” she said.

Continued from page 20 

BAR GALA

OPEN BAR: (Above) From left, David M. Chidekel, Aimee Richter, and Avery Okin at the Brook-
lyn Bar Association Foundation’s gala on Dec. 4. (Below) From left, Judge Lawrence Knipel 
and Justice Bernard Grahm show off their bling.   Community News Group / Colin Mixson

cades, cut $18,321 in 
checks from his cam-
paign coffers — taxpayer-
funded through the city’s 
matching funds program, 
which matches small con-
tributions from city resi-
dents at a $6-to-$1 rate — 
to the Bay Ridge Manor 
for four different election 
events since May,  accord-
ing to city campaign re-
cords . 

Golden no longer owns 
the venue, which he sold 
to his brother when he 
took offi ce in the state 
Senate in 2002, but he re-
mains the landlord and 
earns a management fee, 
 according to the Times 
Union . 

Golden has also writ-
ten campaign checks 
to his own family-run 
venue, according to the 
Times Union, but there’s 
nothing illegal about it, 
according to the state’s 
campaign fi nance laws. 

It’s not the fi rst time 

his spending has raised 
eyebrows —  the feds in-
vestigated Golden’s use 
of campaign cash back in 
2014 for the same reason , 
after he spent more than 
$500,000 on functions at 
the Manor since 2002. 

Golden didn’t violate 
any laws, but the moves 
speak to his disregard for 
ethics and apathetic atti-
tude towards improving 
the state campaign sys-
tem by closing loopholes 
— at least according to 
Golden opponents like  
 Bay Ridge journalist Ross 

Barkan, who is challeng-
ing the longtime Albany 
legislator next year . 

“Marty Golden isn’t 
breaking the law because 
the law itself is broken 
and Marty has no inter-
est in changing the law, 
that’s really the problem,” 
said Barkan.

Barkan’s Democratic 
primary competitor, Bay 
Ridge Democrats mem-
ber Andrew Gounardes, 
also had no kind words for 
the state senator, charg-
ing that Golden should 

focus his time and energy 
on things that actually 
matter to the community, 
like public transit. 

“Marty Golden is the 
poster child for why peo-
ple are fed up with poli-
ticians today. Elected 
offi cials should not be 
allowed to personally 
profi t from taxpayer dol-
lars — or their own cam-
paign funds. Period. 
End of story,” said Gou-
nardes. “Instead of lining 
his pockets with public 
funds, Golden should fo-
cus on fi xing our crum-
bling subways.”

The city’s own cam-
paign fi nance laws are 
known to be much stricter 
than the state’s, but a 
spokesman for the city’s 
Campaign Finance Board 
declined to comment on 
whether Quaglione broke 
any laws, saying the issue 
will be considered dur-
ing the post-election audit 
that’s done for every cam-
paign. 

Neither Quaglione nor 
Golden returned requests 
for comment. 

Continued from page 14

PARTY LINE
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Imam Ahmed’s then-ac-
cusers — who included 
Khandaker Ahmed, as 
well as another speaker 
at the rally, Simon 
Mahmud, and 13 others 
— which prevented them 
from acting as mosque 
leaders and harassing 
congregants.

The imam refuted his 
opponents’ claims on a 
point-by-point basis, be-
ginning with the Michi-
gan purchases, which he 
said the mosque’s board 
of directors, executive 
board, and members ap-
proved, voting in favor of 
opening the out-of-state 
sister location to further 
the house of worship’s 
religious and charitable 
missions.  

And he admitted he 
agreed to step down in 
August if his critics 
dropped their lawsuit — 
even though he claimed 

the suit was frivolous 
and that his accusers ac-
tually blackmailed him 
into giving up his leader-
ship position, although 
he declined to say how.

But his critics did not 
keep their end of the bar-
gain and fi led the suit, 
Imam Ahmed said, so 
he never abdicated from 
managing the mosque, 
and any allegations of a 
hostile takeover are just 
lies meant to besmirch 
him.

“They never with-
drew the case, so I main-
tained management of 
the property,” he said.

Imam Ahmed said he 
hired the guards he ar-
rived with on Thanks-
giving day to shoo away 
squatters who refused 
to leave the mosque, and 
that the building will be 
closed for daily prayer 
until around Christmas 
to accommodate plumb-
ing repairs at the prop-
erty.

MOSQUE

MAX

BAD DEED: Masjid Nur al Islam parishioners  hold up a copy 
of a deed they say shows that Imam Gauhar Ahmed fraudu-
lently took ownership of the house of worship and locked 
them out last month. Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Continued from page 2 
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BY COLIN MIXSON
A dark-horse buyer saved 
these stables!

The bankrupt owner of 
Prospect Park’s lone horse 
barn, Kensington Stables, sold 
the property at auction last 
month to a buyer who agreed 
to relieve the seller’s debts and 
keep the building and its oper-
ators in the riding business 
for at least fi ve more years, 
according to the stables’ man-
ager.

“The new business partner 
will pay those debts off and 
we’ll be partners in running 
the business,” said Walker 
Blankenship, who manages 
the Caton Place property 
owned by his mother, who in-
herited her late husband’s out-
standing fi nancial obligations 
with the barn.

The purchaser — who the 
sellers declined to name un-
til a bankruptcy-court judge 
offi cially approves the deal — 
will also refurbish the ailing 
facility after assuming own-
ership, according to Blanken-

ship, who did say the buyer is 
a longtime Kensington Stables 
customer.

The barn’s current man-
ager is contractually obligated 
to remain in his position for 
fi ve years as part of the deal, 
and said that if the business is 
successful in that time, he is 
optimistic the new owner will 
keep the property as a riding 
facility, despite there being no 
formal obligation to do so in 
perpetuity.

“Because I’m part of the 
agreement, I’ll maintain con-
trol of the property, and I’ll 
have a lot of say in the matter,” 
Blankenship said. “If it can be 
made successful, we could go 
on indefi nitely.”

And if the stables remain, 
the manager said locals can 
expect them to expand into a 
neighboring warehouse that 
once was home to the Prospect 
Park Riding Academy —  the 
school that originally commis-
sioned the barn’s construction 
in 1930 .

Staying in the neigh-borhood

MAN AND PONY SHOW: Kensington Stables manager Walker Blankenship said the buyer will keep the riding 
business open for at least another fi ve years. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Buyer snags Kensington Stables at auction, agrees to keep it as barn for now

Continued on page 31
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State-of-the-Art Cosmetic Dentistry Procedures 
Designed to Make the Best First Impression Possible

Joseph Lichter, D.D.S.
Now Offi ce Hours Available in Manhattan

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Call today for a convenient appointment 718.339.7878
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

1420 Ave. P, 2nd Floor Btw. E. 14th & 15th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11229

200 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10016

NEW PATIENTS ONLY

$99
Dental Cleaning & Exam 

(Brooklyn location only)

® Whiter Teeth in 
Just ONE Visit!

Teeth whitening has become an essential part of personal maintenance. When you 
have a set of stunning pearly whites, your quality of life and self-esteem will soar.

Whether you want in-offi ce or at-home whitening, we have a brilliant solution for you.

PORCELAIN VENEER 
If you have chipped, dull, rotated or gapped teeth, ask us about porcelain veneers. Porcelain 
veneers are known to be the most durable, life-like, and esthetic cosmetic dental solutions for 
a plefora of dental challenges. Veneers are a rapid way to adjust the alignment, shape, and size 
of your current teeth. They’ll completely revitalize your smile and the best news is that they 
typically take only 2 visits 1 week apart. There is ZERO down time 

Veneers is a beautiful quick-fix for decay, chips, rotations, gaps or discoloration. This relatively noninvasive procedure can 
restore the look and function of your natural teeth.

Dental Implants replace a missing tooth, creating a seamless 
and beautiful smile. As a world class prosthodontist, Dr. Lichter 
has advanced training in the creation and replacement of dental 
implants. His goal is a natural, attractive smile that lasts a lifetime.

DENTAL IMPLANTS
(Abutment & Crown Additional Cost)

Designed as an alternative to traditional braces, Invisalign® can inconspicuously straighten 
crooked and unevenly spaced teeth. Invisalign® eliminates bulky metal brackets and 
wires by using a system of clear plastic aligners instead. Each set of aligners is custom-
made to fi t the patient’s teeth comfortably while gently guiding the teeth into their ideal position Dr. Lichter recommends 
Invisalign® for patients who want to discreetly improve the appearance of their smile and function of their bite. 

“The discussion is to 
do an expansion,” Blan-
kenship said.

The current owners 
fi rst planned to bring 
Kensington Stables to 
auction in February, but 
called that sale off when 
another dark-horse 
buyer swept in with an 
offer to transform the 
property into a mixed-
use development with 
accommodations for hu-
mans — and horses.

That deal fell through, 
however, and the family 
then talked with a num-

ber of would-be purchas-
ers,  including offi cials 
from the Department of 
Parks and Recreation , 
who hoped to preserve 
the stables as a public 
amenity.

But the city’s offer 
did not guarantee Blan-
kenship continued op-
eration of the facility 
under the parks depart-
ment, and required the 
family to pony up hun-
dreds of thousands of 
dollars for horse care 
while the agency chose 
a manager for the barn, 
so  he and his mother 
turned it down  believ-
ing they could get a bet-
ter deal at auction.

STABLES
Continued from page 30 

NOT OUT TO PASTURE YET: The horses at Kensington 
Stables aren’t out of a job just yet, despite the sale of the 
building.   Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

one with the Dutch Santa to sign his giant red 
“naughty or nice” book with a quill. Spoiler alert: 
they all signed up on the “nice” side of the ledger.

And the kiddies weren’t the only ones eager 
to meet the Dutch Saint Nick — Sinterklaas had 
some older fans too, said Branfman.

“They got to sit next to him and take pictures, 
but some of the parents were excited and wanted to 
take pictures with him too,” she said.

The event closed out with the visitors festoon-
ing the house’s tree with ornaments before it was 
lit up.

Branfman says the holiday affair is one of 
the few chances to teach the Old World origins of 
Christmas’s popular mascot, and it provides fami-
lies who still practice those older traditions an op-
portunity to celebrate them outside of their home.

“We think it’s fun to show a little variety, and 
how the holidays can include more Dutch tradi-
tions,” she said. “We get an enormous number of 
Dutch families or descendants who still celebrate 
this with people they know, and we want to show 
how we can celebrate the holidays, because Santa 
can come in many forms.”

Continued from page 18 

SINTERKLAAS
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date:12/082017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,795
'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31998, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#31812, 14k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,995
‘15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,500
‘15 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#35407, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,500
‘15 TOYOTA RAV4

Stk#34467, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#31683, 28k mi.

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

$15,888
‘14 MERCEDES C-300

Stk#30500, 15k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
‘16 DODGE CHARGER  

Stk#32831, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,500
‘14 INFINITI Q90

Stk#34514, 44k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
‘15 NISSAN SENTRA

Stk#30571, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$6,888
'14 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#20871, 31k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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'16 HONDA CIVIC
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

21k miles, Stk#30974
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 SCION FRS
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#27174
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$5,500
'06 TOYOTA RAV4

98k miles, Stk#30018
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$11,588BUY 
FOR:

1920k miles, Stk#34110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HYUNDAI ELANTRA

$15,950BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39k miles, Stk#31564

$6,995BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

$13,588
'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893
PLUS TAX & TAGS

CARS STARTING    

AS 
LOW 
AS
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934
$3,995!
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HOLIDAY GUIDE

New Year’s Eve is one of the most 
festive nights of the year. Many 
people spend the fi nal moments 

of the year celebrating with fam-
ily and friends. As joyous as such 
celebrations tend to be, it’s impor-
tant that New Year’s revelers keep 
certain safety precautions in mind 
when celebrating the end of one year 
and the dawn of the next:

Arrange for 
transportation 
in advance 

According to the National High-
way Traffi c Safety Administra-
tion, an average of 304 people die in 
drunk-driving crashes in the days 
surrounding Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve each year. 

Before heading out on New Year’s 
Eve, celebrants should ensure their 
safety by arranging for transpor-
tation to and from the festivities. 
Choose a designated driver to drive 
throughout the night, or agree to 
utilize a taxi or shuttle service if 
everyone plans to consume alcohol. 
Men and women who volunteer to be 
designated drivers should be espe-
cially alert on the roadways, prepar-
ing to drive in potentially inclement 
weather and being on the lookout for 
fellow motorists who might be driv-

ing erratically. 
If possible, take public transpor-

tation to and from the festivities so 
no one is tempted to drive after con-
suming alcohol.

Pick a meet-up spot 
in case anyone gets 
separated from the 
group 

New Year’s Eve celebrations in 
public places such as bars, clubs, 
or town squares tend to become 
crowded as midnight draws near. 
It’s easy for groups of friends or fam-
ily to be separated, so choose a meet-
up spot where everyone can gather 
after the ball drops. 

Choose a spot that’s well lit and 
easily accessible to all, and confi rm 
the location of the meet-up spot via 
a group text message before heading 
out for the night.

Stay sober 
Many people feel pressured to 

overindulge with alcohol on New 
Year’s Eve, but men and women 
should be responsible with regard to 
their alcohol consumption. Overcon-
sumption of alcohol makes it diffi cult 
to stay alert, and that loss of alert-
ness can be diffi cult to manage on 
nights as hectic as New Year’s Eve. 

It’s acceptable for men and 
women of legal drinking age to raise 
a glass of champagne at midnight, 
but it’s best to limit alcohol con-
sumption throughout the festivities 
so the party is memorable for all the 
right reasons.

Be a responsible host 
When hosting a New Year’s Eve 

party, hosts must prioritize the 
safety of their guests. Make sure 
guests don’t drink too much, which 
can leave hosts open to criminal or 
civil action should guests leave their 
home and cause an accident. 

Serve plenty of food and nonal-
coholic beverages so guests who are 
drinking have something in their 
systems other than alcohol. Sched-
ule things to do throughout the 
night so guests have more to do than 
drink alcohol. In addition, make 
room for potential overnight guests 
should someone be incapable of driv-
ing home at the end of the night. 

Keep contact information for lo-
cal taxis or shuttle services readily 
available so guests know they don’t 
have to drive themselves home.

New Year’s Eve is a festive night, 
but one where safety needs to be 
as big a priority as having a good 
time.  

New Year’s Eve 
safety tips

New Year’s Eve is a festive night, but one where safety needs to be as big a priority as having a good time.

The latter 
part of the 
year is full 

of social engage-
ments with fam-
ily and friends. 
Pew Research 
Center says 92 
percent of all 
Americans plan 
to celebrate 
Christmas as a 
holiday, with 69 percent using it as an 
opportunity to spend time with family 
and friends.

While many social occasions sur-
rounding Christmas are anticipated for 
months in advance, unexpected pop-
ins are also the norm this time of year. 
Rather than being caught off guard, in-
dividuals can take steps to prepare for 
unexpected guests:

Have food available 
Even if guests pop in for a little while, 

it’s nice to be able to offer them some-
thing to eat. Keep cheese and crackers, 
fresh fruit, pretzels, and other snacks 
on hand. Make-ahead, crowd-friendly 
foods can be prepared and frozen. 

Casseroles, pasta dishes, and stews 
are hearty and can serve in a pinch 
when unexpected visitors arrive. Sim-
ply take out to defrost and heat up. 

Keep cookies in air-tight tins and 
purchase a pre-made frozen pie to serve, 
if necessary. In a pinch, you can always 
order out, but over time the cost of hav-
ing food delivered can add up.

Keep the bar stocked 
Toasting to a happy holiday season 

is the norm during this time of year. 
Toasting requires hosts have some 
spirits on hand. Stock the bar with a 
few staples, such as red and white wine, 
vodka, rum, whiskey, and mixers. 

You may just want to create a signa-
ture or seasonal cocktail that can be 
served when guests arrive, such as a 
spiced punch or a holiday eggnog.

Cue the playlist 
Put together a playlist of favorite hol-

iday music that will provide the ideal 
ambiance should guests ring your door-
bell. Thanks to services like Spotify, 
Amazon Music, and Pandora, holiday 
music that fi lls a home with the sweet 
sounds of the season is now always ac-
cessible.

Keep things neat 
Set aside a closet or space that can 

serve as a catch-all where errant items 
can quickly be stored, should guests ar-
rive. Gather loose toys, books, or stray 
papers in a basket, and then stash the 
basket in the closet until guests de-
part. Routinely empty the dishwasher 
so dirty dishes left in the sink can be 
quickly loaded before guests arrive.

Be prepared 
for unexpected 

company

Rather than be caught 
off guard, you can take 
steps to prepare for 
unexpected guests this 
holiday season.
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$$549549

12/06 7AM -12/11 7PM
06 07 08 09 10 11SALE STARTS

SPECIAL!

DELICIOUS!

¢¢6969lb.lb.

Navel Oranges

¢¢4949lb.lb.

Green SquashCactus Pears

22 55$$
forfor

YogurtRomano & Parmesan
Cheese

Kirbys

Full Line Iced Teas

Onions

Mixed Cut Fruit

MangoesString Beans
¢¢6969lb.lb. 33 55$$

forfor

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

D D

EBT

White Bread

Bananas

ORGANIC

¢¢9999
$$399399

lb.lb.

K

rs

K

¢¢5959lb.lb.

$$11991199 88forfor

$$199199

1010forfor
lb. baglb. bag

$$349349

33 1010$$
forfor

D

33 55$$
forfor 44 22$$

forfor

“LET’S GO SHOPPING”

MEET SANTA ON 86 ST.
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EXOTIQUE 
WATCH & 

EWELRY

ELEGANCE BY NAME, AFFORDABLE BY CHOICE

  Full in house repair service 

   Custom Design

   Huge Inventory of Jewelry

  Diamond Jewelry

  Sterling Silver

  Color Stone

  Neckchains

   Mountings 

  Wedding Bands

  Engagement Rings

  Knowledgeable Staff

   Friendly atmosphere

20%OFF 
ANY PIECE OF JEWELRY 
THAT HAS A DIAMOND!

PRESENT 
THIS AD & 
RECEIVE 

Jewelry 
Liquidators, 

One of a 
Kind Items

A V A I L A B L E  A T

PA R K  S L O P E  L O C A T I O N  |  2 3 3  5 T H  A V E N U E  |  B R O O K LY N ,  N Y

H O L I D A Y  2 0 1 7

HOLIDAY GUIDE

Greeting cards are a pop-
ular method of corre-
spondence throughout 

the year. One of the more 
popular times of the year to 
fi nd cards purchased and 
sent in bulk is during the 
holiday season.

The Greeting Card As-
sociation claims 1.6 billion 
Christmas card units (in-
cluding boxed cards) are pur-
chased for Christmas. Many 
people consider sending 
cards essential to their holi-
day traditions.

Here are some statistics 
on greeting cards and ways 
to improve upon your Christ-
mas card sending process:

• Women purchase an esti-
mated 80 percent of all greet-
ing cards and will spend 
more time choosing a card 
than men.

• The vast majority of indi-
vidually purchased cards are 
between $2 and $4 in price. 
Christmas card economy is 
found by purchasing boxed 
cards in bulk.

• The visual design of a 
greeting card is the fi rst to 

capture a person’s attention, 
but the saying within will 
have a greater impact. Con-
sider purchasing cards that 
are blank inside so you can 
add your own personalized 
sentiments.

• For the perfect balance 
of imagery and verse, try a 
photo greeting card. This 
way you can customize both 
the image and the wording. 
They’re even effective for 
business correspondence. 
Simply use a picture of your 
offi ce team or other workers 
in place of a family photo.

• Personalized cards need 
to be purchased early to al-
low for production. Try to get 
your orders in by early No-
vember to leave you time to 
address and mail them.

• Buy extra cards than you 
think you need. This way you 
can send reciprocal greetings 
to a person who has mailed 
you a card this year.

• If you want your card to 
stand out from the masses, 
consider sending it sepa-
rately from the big holidays. 
Thanksgiving or New Year’s 

cards can be unique.
• Try your hand at creat-

ing your own greeting cards 
from paper crafting materi-
als. You also can embellish 
ready-made greeting cards 
with stamps, glitter, stick-
ers, and other customized ef-
fects.

• Keep a database of ad-
dresses saved on your com-
puter. Then you can print 
address labels and save 
much time hand-addressing 
Christmas cards. Your ad-
dress list can later be cus-
tomized for other friend or 
family events.

• Check the postage of 
your card. Oddly shaped en-
velopes or even square cards 
may require extra postage 
because they could be pro-
cessed by hand at postal fa-
cilities.

• The Greeting Card As-
sociation says that even 
though many people use digi-
tal means of communication, 
greeting card traditions are 
still popular and even are 
being adopted by today’s 
youth.  

Sending holiday greeting cards

The Greeting Card Association claims 1.6 billion Christmas card units (in-
cluding boxed cards) are purchased for Christmas.
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Get your Special Holiday Gifts on
SUNSET PARK’S 5TH AVENUE
Sunset Park 5th Avenue BID, with over 500 shops, 
from 38th to 64th Street, has everything to satisfy 
your needs and desires and more

     Last two days of our popular Trolley along 5th Avenue
Sat., Dec. 16 & Sun., Dec. 17 – from 1pm to 5pm
Look for Santa and Pikachu
Get on and off as often as you like

     Final Sidewalk Sales Days of 2017
Sat., Dec. 16, Sun., Dec. 17, Sat., Dec. 23 & Sun., Dec. 24
Look for bargains and gifts at your favorite stores

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, Dec. 16 – Annual Parranda Navideña
Hosted by Fiesta VIP Entertainment
Starting at OLPH Basilica
60th Street and 5th Avenue

Thank you to sponsors 
Pollo Campero and Cricket Wireless

Sunset Park BID
5116a 5th Avenue
Brooklyn NY 11220
718-439-7767

info@sunsetparkbid.org
www.sunsetparkbid.nyc

Download 
our  free app for 
more lots of info
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Hanukkah, which roughly 
translates to “dedica-
tion” or “induction,” is 

a Jewish holiday celebrated 
each year in November or 
December, depending on the 
Jewish calendar. Although it 
may not hold the same level of 
spiritual signifi cance as some 
other holidays of the religion, 
Hanukkah is a highly antici-
pated and popular holiday 
among people who practice 
Judaism.

Two miracles are cele-
brated on Hanukkah. One of 
them is a victory by a small 
number of Jews known as the 
Maccabees, who defeated the 
Greek army occupying the 
Holy Land. The other miracle 
occurred when the Maccabees 
liberated their Temple from 
the Greeks. They only discov-
ered a single night’s worth of 
oil to light the menorah. How-
ever, that oil managed to burn 
for eight days and nights.

Hanukkah celebrations in-
clude various traditions that 
commemorate these mira-
cles. Many celebrations fo-
cus around food and fun. It’s 

common to fi nd similar foods 
in Jewish households during 
the eight days of Hanukkah. 
Here’s a look at some of the 
more common foods and their 
signifi cance:

Latkes: Latkes have dif-
ferent names among the sects 
of Judaism, but they’re essen-
tially fried potato pancakes. 
Different fried foods, like lat-
kes, are eaten during Hanuk-
kah to honor the miracle of 
the oil that burned for eight 
days. Other fried foods in-
clude jelly-fi lled doughnuts 
called “sufganiyot.”

Loukoumades: These 
deep-fried puffs dipped in 
honey or sugar are treats used 
to represent the cake eaten by 
the Maccabees. 

Dairy: Dairy was not al-
ways included in Hanuk-
kah traditions, but cheese, 
blintzes, and cheesecakes 
emerged to symbolize the 
story of Judith. Legend says 
Judith was a beautiful woman 
who saved her village from at-
tacking Babylonians. Judith 
was able to enter the enemy 
camp thanks to her beauty, 

charm, and a basket of wine 
and cheese she brought along. 
She fed the enemy general, 
Holofernes, who consumed 
lots of salty cheese and wine 
and passed out. Judith killed 
the general, and the Babylo-
nians left shortly thereafter.

Brisket and tongue: Al-
though these foods are not 
tied to a particular Hanuk-
kah story, they have grown 
quite popular as traditional 
Hanukkah meals. Beef bris-
ket pairs well with potato lat-
kes, and beef or veal tongue 
also may be served.

Kugel: Potatoes are of-
ten baked, along with other 
hearty vegetables, into casse-
roles called “kugels.” 

Challah: Challah is a 
leavened bread traditionally 
baked and served on the Sab-
bath and Jewish holidays. 
The braided white bread is 
both attractive to look at and 
tasty to eat.

Food plays a big role in 
many Hanukkah traditions, 
as there are various delicious 
dishes steeped in historical 
signifi cance.  

Hanukkah foods steeped in tradition

Fried jelly doughnuts are a treat enjoyed on Hanukkah.

VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

Be The GIFT HERO!TM

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

FEATURED   SOLOISTS:   
Alex   Shiozaki   | Violin;    Chelsea   Feltman,   Kristina   Bachrach   |   Sopranos 

Julia   Tang   |   Alto;    Scott   Morwitz   |   Tenor;    Angky   Budiardjono   |   Baritone/Bass 
Nana   Shi   |   Music   Director;    David   Shuler   |   Organ

Sunday,   December   17,   2017, 4   PM 
7915   Ridge   Blvd,   Brooklyn,   NY   11209 

(On   the   corner   of      80th   St.   &   Ridge   Blvd)

Suggested   Donation:   $15
718-745-0438

UNION   CHURCH   OF   BAY   RIDGE 
presents

Antonio   Vivaldi’s  
Winter    from    The   Four   Seasons 

&

Camille   Saint-Saëns’s   
  Oratorio   de   Noël
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0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly 
payments required. *Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by 
the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional 
purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit 
approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly 
payment. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_1

WINTER SLUMBER

SALE

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$199
PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS

$299

SAVE $60
off  our low price of $359

Perfect mattress, perfect price.

+FREE BOX SPRING**

PLUSH
QUEEN MATTRESS

$359

+FREE BOX SPRING**+FREE BOX SPRING**

FREE
BOX SPRING**

ON ALL MATTRESS PURCHASES

fl oor samples and much more while supplies last.

SAVE UP TO 70% ON FAMOUS NAME BRANDS†*

YEAR END CLOSEOUT
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SLEEPY’S TWIN
MATTRESSES

STARTING AT $320

WINTER SLUMBER SALE

Introducing

The simple technology 
features a layer of soft air 

and memory foam that 
conforms to your body for 
ultimate comfort, support 

and an uninterrupted 
night’s sleep.

ONLY AT

MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_2_3
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Experience
the latest
in sleep 
technology.

FREE
BOX 
SPRING**

ON ALL MATTRESS PURCHASES

+FREE BOX SPRING** +FREE BOX SPRING**

A timeless classic; your traditional 
mattress infused with a blend of 
pocketed coils and memory foam
to give you revolutionary slumber.

ONLY AT   

One of the softest and plushest 
we off er, this innovative cooling 
mattress lets you sleep at the 
perfect temp and comfort level.

ONLY AT   

60 Months
0% APR*

$2949
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$50 60 Months
0% APR*

$2849
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$48
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1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM  |  STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

WINTER SLUMBER

SALE

120 NIGHT LOW PRICE GUARANTEE† †

If you fi nd a lower price at another location or one of our stores, we’ll pay 
you the diff erence for up to 120 nights after the purchase. 

WEEKEND GIFTS

MATTRESS PROTECTOR
& PILLOW

FREE*†

with any mattress purchase.

FRIDAY - SUNDAY
ONLY

(up to a $128 value)

**Free Box Spring Off er: Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17. Receive a free matching standard or low-profi le box spring with select mattress purchases. Free box spring off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Free box spring off er valid to complete mattress set and has no cash value, cannot be used as credit or combined with any 
other off er, coupon or discounts. Free box spring off er does not apply to previous purchases, Serta iComfort or any MAP products. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. †*Save up to 70% off  select famous name brand fl oor models. Savings applied to our low price. Savings vary by 
mattress set and model. Product selection may vary by store. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store percentage savings range from 5%-70%. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †††Free delivery 
valid on purchases of $599 and above. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17. *†Weekend Gifts: Off er valid 12/8/17-12/10/17. Free Mattress Protector: Receive a free Bedgear Basic mattress protector (up to a $99 value) with any mattress purchase. Free Comfort Cloud 
Pillow: Receive a free Comfort Cloud Pillow (a $29.99 value) with any mattress purchase. Free mattress protector & free pillow off er have no cash value, cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. Off er not valid on previous purchases, special purchases or with Groupon. Limited quantities available; 
off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 120 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta 
iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, doorbusters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (e.g., 
eBay, Craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery 
date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $10-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress 
Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_4

FREE DELIVERY † † †

fl oor samples and much more while supplies last.

SAVE UP TO 70% ON 
FAMOUS NAME BRANDS†*

YEAR END CLOSEOUT

We’ve matched millions
with the perfect mattress.

Move freely and sleep perfectly 
without disturbing your partner with 
this advanced foam technology.

ONLY AT   

+FREE BOX SPRING**

+FREE BOX SPRING**

FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

ONLY AT   

Per
Month**†

36 Months
0% APR*

$1399
Total to Pay

$39

SAVE $250
off  our low price of $649

$399

36 Months
0% APR*

$1549
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$44

It’s your reliable way to recharge. 
This classic mattress proves that 
the bells and whistles aren’t 
always mandatory.

ONLY AT   
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CATERERS

8015/23 13th 718–331–2900 www.siricos.net

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, 

Cocktail, and Buffet options with a Homestyle flair.
Book your next Business, Luncheon, Family Reunion 

or Holiday Party 
today...

The end of December is 
prime shopping and ship-
ping time for holiday 

gifts. Shipping giant United 
Parcel Service calls this time 
of the year its peak season, 
and FedEx and the United 
States Postal Service also cite 
the weeks between Thanks-
giving and New Year’s Day as 
some of their busiest weeks. 
Jingling bells and Christmas 
carols once were the fore-
most sounds of the season, 
but now those noises have 
been replaced by the sounds 
of conveyor belts, trucks, and 
airplanes rushing to get pack-
ages to their destinations.

According to research 
fi rm Forrester, online sales 
now account for 10 percent of 
all shopping and 15 percent of 
holiday shopping. The postal 
service expects to deliver 
roughly 15 billion letters, 
cards, and packages during 
the holiday season. While the 
postal service and the major 
pack-and-ship companies are 
incredibly reliable, shoppers 
can take the following steps 
to further ensure their gifts 

arrive on time: 
Shop in-store. Choose 

off-peak hours, such as early 
morning and late evening, to 
visit brick-and-mortar stores. 
The crowds will not be too 

large, and you will have the 
added peace of mind knowing 
that you don’t need to wait for 
gifts to arrive via the mail. 
If you like the convenience 
of online shopping, shop on-

line but take advantage of in-
store pick-up when available. 
If items are in stock, this can 
save you the hassle of making 
your way through crowded 
stores.

Follow cut-off dates. 

Many online retailers will 
post “purchase by” dates 
to ensure specifi c delivery 
times. Be sure to familiar-
ize yourself with these dates 
so your items will arrive on 
time. If time is ticking away, 
you may have to pay more for 
expedited shipping.

Avoid backordered 

items. Popular gifts may 
sell out quickly, and retailers 
could put you on backorder 
lists. Research similar prod-
ucts as potential backups 
should your primary choice 
be on backorder.

Shop well in advance. 
Shopping early is the best 
way to ensure gifts arrive 
on time. Shopping early also 
gives shoppers time to make 
exchanges in the event an 
item is not up to par or is 
damaged.

Thanks to the popular-
ity and prevalence of online 
shopping, it has become very 
important for shoppers to 
take shipping concerns into 
consideration before making 
purchases.  

HOLIDAY GUIDE

Help holiday gifts arrive on time

If you like the convenience of online shopping, do so, but take advantage of in-store pick-up when available to 
ensure gifts arrive on time. as-i-see-it
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HOLIDAY GUIDE

MILL BASIN
KOSHER DELI

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Just when the excitement of 
opening presents abates after 
the last of the packages under 

the Christmas tree have been torn 
open, children and adults alike may 
discover that there are more treats 
to be had nestled inside of stockings 
hung on the mantle.

The hanging of Christmas stock-
ings is a tradition with an extensive 
history. Several legends attribute 
the hanging of stockings to differ-
ent people or events. Here is a look 
at some of the stories that have made 
Christmas stockings so popular:

St. Nicholas Day
Rather than hanging stockings 

on Christmas, many countries cel-
ebrate Saint Nicholas Day on Dec. 
6, and this is when stockings are 
proudly left out for treats. The 
small, inexpensive trinkets are 
later unwrapped and enjoyed on 
Christmas Day.

Dutch heritage
One tradition says that, in 16th-

century Holland, children kept 
their clogs filled with straw in front 
of the hearth for Santa’s reindeer to 
find. They also left treats for Santa 
Claus. In return, Santa would leave 

gifts in the clogs. Over time, stock-
ings were swapped out for clogs. 

Merchant’s family story
A popular tale tells the story 

of a merchant, his wife, and three 

daughters. After the wife falls ill 
and dies, the man becomes dev-
astated and squanders all of his 
wealth on frivolous things to mask 
his sadness. When it comes time for 
the daughters to marry, the man 

does not have money for a dowry. 
Saint Nicholas hears of the 

plight and knows the man would be 
too proud to accept charity. There-
fore, Saint Nicholas anonymously 
tosses three bags of gold coins down 
the chimney. The man’s daughters 
had done the laundry prior and left 
their stockings hanging by the fire-
place to dry. The gold landed in the 
stockings, thus starting the Christ-
mas stocking tradition.

Italian good witch
One stocking story does not at-

tribute the tradition to Santa, but to 
a kind-hearted Italian witch named 
“La Befana.” La Befana arrives on 
a broomstick the night of Jan. 5 and 
fills the stockings of good children 
with sweet treats and toys. Bad chil-
dren are awarded lumps of coal. 

La Befana is also credited with 
being the old woman who the wise 
men ask for directions to Christ’s 
manger in the Christ child’s story. 
After turning down an offer to ac-
company them, La Befana later car-
ried gifts in search of Christ. 

Christmas stockings have be-
come part of holiday traditions, and 
this beloved tradition has its own 
unique history.  

The history of Christmas stockings

Christmas stockings have become part of holiday traditions, and this beloved tradition has 
its own unique history.
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Let Us Cater Your Holiday Party

www.giacomopizza.com

7902 3rd Ave, Bay Ridge | (718) 439-6993 | Open 7 Days

“Home of the Nutella Calzone”
WOOD FIRED PIZZA & TRATTORIA

Try our All New  
Grandma Pizza & Square Pie

Family Meal 
Large Pie
10 Garlic Sticks 
Garden Salad
1 2-Liter Soda 

$25.00

Family Dinner
Half tray Penne Vodka or 
Penne Pomodoro
10 Garlic Sticks 
Garden Salad

1 2-Liter Soda 

$26.00

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

Giacomo’s is now taking orders for
Holiday Parties & Special Events

CALL FOR MENU DETAILS

View Our Catering
Menu Online WE DELIVER

7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED  VALET PARKING

Happy Holidays to all our Friends & Customers

Now Accepting Reservations for 
Christmas Eve and Day, New Year’s Eve and Day

WE OPEN AT 12PM ON NEW YEARS EVE
A Special Menu will be served for New Year’s Eve from 4pm to 12pm

Now Booking Holiday Parties
OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 12PM ON FOR LUNCH & DINNER

Music : Thurs. – Sun.
1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

 
 

Parties welcome for all occasions
718-236-9883

Open New Year’s Eve & Day

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

$2995 per person
Pre-Fixe 

Christmas Eve 
Dinner

RESTAURANT
COLANDREA

EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER81
 YEARS

$29.75*$19.75 $24.75*

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark
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PASTARIA

717 86th Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializ ing in homemade
pasta & grandma-style piz za

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram

Call us for 
your Christmas & 
Holiday Catering

OPEN NEW YEARS DAY

Reservations Suggested: 718-989-8952
7717 3rd GreenhouseCafe.com

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Caesar Salad  Fried Calamari  Lasagna Bolognese

Dinner Salad  Seafood Salad  Soup du Jour

CHOICE OF ENTREE
 Shrimp Scampi Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter

Roast Loin of Pork with Baconkraut and Dark Ale Gravy

Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana 
Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Linguine (Mild or Spicy)

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken
Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Filet Mignon 10oz. Cut  ($12 Extra)
Twin 5oz. Lobster Tails  ($12 Extra)

Surf & Turf – 5oz. Filet, 5oz. Tail ($12 Extra)
All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Vegetable Garni

CHOICE OF DESSERT
 Ice Cream or Sherbet   Tiramisu    Fresh Fruit Plate
Chocolate Mousse  Cheesecake  Apple Strudel

COFFEE OR TEA

Kids Menu: $19.95
Fresh Fruit, Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets 
with French Fries, Ice Cream or Chocolate Mousse

$42.00
Per Person. Plus Tax & Gratuity

Christmas 
Eve Dinner

MAKE YOUR CHRISTMAS, HOLIDAY PARTY AND NEW YEAR’S RESERVATION TODAY

Millions of people travel 
to visit family and 
friends each holiday 

season. According to the Bu-
reau of Transportation Sta-
tistics, during the Christ-
mas and New Year’s holiday 
period, the number of trips 
to and from a destination 50 
miles or more away rises by 
23 percent compared to the 
average number for the rest 
of the year.

Many people look forward 
to reunions with family and 
friends come the holiday sea-
son, but long-distance holi-
day travel can take both a 
physical and fi nancial toll. 
But there are ways to enjoy 
holiday travel and maybe 
even save some money at the 
same time:

Be fl exible with 
your travel dates 

Holiday travelers who are 
fl exible with regard to their 
travel dates may be able to 
avoid traffi c or long lines at 
the airport. The Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics 

notes that people traveling 
between 50 and 99 miles away 
from home are most likely to 
travel on Thursday and re-
turn on Saturday. So those 
making short trips who want 
to avoid traffi c may actually 
benefi t by driving home on 
Sunday after leaving home 
on Friday, rather than trav-
eling on Thursday and Sat-
urday. 

It also notes that travel 
days are spread out almost 
equally among people who 
travel 100 miles away from 
home or more, so the day 
travelers choose may not mat-
ter as much as the time of day 
they choose to travel. Flights 
during off-peak hours, for 
example, may help travelers 
avoid long check-in and secu-
rity lines at airports.

Be fl exible 
with airports 

Air travelers who are fl ex-
ible with regard to their de-
parting and arriving airports 
may be able to save time and 
money. Small airports might 

not boast the shopping and 
dining amenities of large air-
ports, but small airports have 
less fl ights and, as a result, 
tend to experience less fl ight 
delays, saving travelers time. 
Small airports also may not 
charge as much for overnight 
parking as large airports. 

When considering fl ights 
from various airports, fac-
tor in the cost of parking and 
transportation to and from 
each airport. A fl ight that 
takes off at your ideal travel 
time but costs more than the 
alternative might actually 
save you money if you can 
save on transportation and 
parking.

Book early fl ights
Early fl ights may be less 

likely to be delayed than 
fl ights in the afternoon and 
evening. The later into the 
day your fl ight departs, the 
more likely that departure 
might be affected by delays 
or inclement weather at other 
airports and in other cities. 

Waking up early might 

not be ideal for everyone, but 
check-in and security lines 
tend to be short in the early 
morning hours as well. Those 
lines get longer as morning 
becomes afternoon and after-
noon becomes evening.

Save money with 
package deals 

Holiday travel is expen-
sive, as airlines and hotels 
recognize the holiday season 
is peak travel season. Pack-
age deals from websites com-

bine fl ight and hotels into 
one price, and such deals 
may even include rental cars. 
Travel bundles can save trav-
elers considerable amounts 
of money. Compare the prices 
when booking each individu-
ally to the price of a package 
deal, and choose the one that 
best suits your budget.

Savvy men and women can 
save both time and money by 
employing a handful of strat-
egies when booking holiday 
travel.  

Holiday travel tips

Savvy men and women can save both time and money by employing a 
handful of strategies when booking holiday travel.

HOLIDAY GUIDE
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Meet Kathleen the last Wednesday of every month 
for your personal reading at

                                      7717 3rd 

You can also host your own party

Great Gift Idea!  Gift Certifi cates for
Friends & Family.

KATHLEEN AVINO

About Me About My Readings

Located in Brooklyn 516-225-8054 
 EMAIL 

718-238-0030

MONDAYS

1/2 PRICE WINGS &  
BUCKET SPECIALS 

7PM-CLOSE

THURSDAYS

STEAK NIGHT 
& DRINKS SPECIAL

FRIDAYS

FISH FRIDAYS
HAPPY HOUR 5-8PM 

DJ 10PM

SATURDAYS

PRIME RIB  
SPECIAL

DJ 10PM

TUESDAYS

TACO TUESDAYS!
BULLDOG’S MARGARITA  

& SANGRIA SPECIAL

WEDNESDAYS

2 FOR 1  
BURGERS!
IN HOUSE ONLY

FOOTBALL SUNDAY’S:

FOR 
PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

CALL

We accommodate up to 100 guests
Buffet or sit down 

Off-premise catering available
Private room available 

C hristmas trees are staples of the 
holiday season that can be found 
in millions of households across 

the globe. But Christmas trees can be as 
dangerous as they are heartwarming. 
According to the American Christmas 
Tree Association, Christmas tree fi res 
contribute to $13 million in property 
damage annually. Many Christmas 
tree fi res involve live Christmas trees 
that, while beautiful, pose a greater 
fi re threat than artifi cial trees because 
they can dry out, making them vulner-
able to electric lights and nearby heat-
ing sources. Homeowners can take the 
following steps, courtesy of the ACTA, 
to prevent Christmas tree fi res:

Purchase a fresh tree. The Amer-
ican Christmas Tree Association notes 
that fresh trees are less likely to catch 
fi re than trees that were cut weeks be-
fore being purchased. Avoid trees that 
are shedding their needles. Try to pur-
chase trees with vibrant green nee-
dles that are hard to pluck. Purchas-
ing freshly cut trees from tree farms 
instead of grocery store parking lot 
vendors, whose trees might have been 
cut weeks earlier, can ensure trees are 
fresh.

Discard damaged lights. Electri-
cal malfunctions in lights can contrib-
ute to tree fi res, so discard any dam-
aged lights. Before placing lights on 

the tree, stretch 
each strand out 
on the fl oor and 
plug them in to 
see if any lights 
are damaged or 
burned out, re-
placing those 
that don’t pass 
inspection.

Place the 

tree away 

from heat 

sources. Trees 
should never 
be placed near 
heat sources, no 
matter how aes-
thetically ap-
pealing certain spots may seem. Keep 
trees away from fi replaces, radiators, 
candles, heating vents, and lights.

Keep the tree watered. A tree that 
gets ample water is less likely to dry 
out, and dried out trees pose a signifi -
cant fi re risk. Check water levels and 
water trees in the morning and night 
as needed, and even more frequently if 
necessary.

Turn lights off at night. Christ-
mas tree lights should always be 
turned off at night when residents are 
going to bed. In addition, lights should 
never be on when no one is home.  

Christmas tree safety tips

Tree trimming is one 
of the most enjoyable 
aspects of the holiday 
season, and there are 
no rules other than 
safety guidelines when 
it comes to decorating.

HOLIDAY GUIDE
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Pilo Arts
Salon
718.748.7411

WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour
Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 12/08/2017. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

'14 HONDA CIVIC

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35671, 39k mi.

$8,500BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,988
'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

Stk#30543, 46k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
‘15 TOYOTA COROLLA

Stk#34212, 49k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995
‘16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

Stk#24998, 6k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,288
‘14 NISSAN MAXIMA

Stk#36861, 42k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
‘14 HONDA CRV

Stk#35672, 37k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$13,588
‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#31477, 35k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#1934, 20k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk#35897, 26k mi.

$22,000BUY 
FOR:

‘14 NIS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$24,588
‘12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

Stk#31904, 12k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

CHHEREREROOOKEEEEEOOOKEEEOKOKOKEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$17,888
‘17 FORD ESCAPE

Stk#30599, 1,813 mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,588
‘14 NISSAN MURANO

Stk#23332, 22k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,400
‘14 NISSAN ROGUE

Stk#32001, 39k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

MURARA ONONOOO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 NISSAN SENTRA
$9,500BUY 

FOR:

Stk#31957, 18k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,288
'16 NISSAN ROGUE

30k miles, Stk#35901
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$29,995
‘14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$21,995
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

6k miles, Stk#32202
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$19,588
'17 TOYOTA RAV4

2k miles, Stk#35101
PLUS TAX & TAGS
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
It was the fright before Christ-
mas!

Fort Greeners descended 
upon their nabe’s namesake 
park on Sunday for a tree-
lighting ceremony where 
some youngsters wowed by 
the dazzling spectacle were 
less thrilled about encounter-
ing its guest of honor — who 
rode his sleigh from the North 
Pole to join locals at the bash 
— according to one mom.   

“She was quite excited when 
they lit the tree up, not so keen 
on Santa,” Clinton Hill resi-

dent Tatiana Gott said of her 
2-year-old daughter Fridha, 
whom she brought to the holi-
day celebration. “I asked her if 
she wanted to meet Santa and 
she said, ‘No mommy, no, no.’ 
She was a little scared.”

Another mother whose 
year-old son paid his fi rst visit 
to the jolly old elf at the festivi-
ties near Myrtle Avenue and 
Washington Park described 
that meeting as slightly more 
successful. 

“It wasn’t a complete disas-
ter — he was slightly scared, 
but he wasn’t like freaking 

out,” said Clinton Hill local 
Jennifer Sgobbo of her tyke 
Julian Russell. “It was his fi rst 
time sitting on Santa’s lap.”

Kids spooked by Saint 
Nick lifted their spirits by 
munching on cookies, sip-
ping on hot cocoa, and listen-
ing to a neighborhood choir 
perform classic yuletide mel-
odies at the fourth-annual 
party sponsored by the busi-
ness-boosting Myrtle Avenue 
Brooklyn Partnership and 
the Fort Greene Park Con-
servancy, which maintains 
the meadow.

Scary-good fun for Xmas

ALL LIT UP: (Above) One-year-old Julian Russell showed his holiday 
spirit with a necklace of colorful lights at the Fort Greene tree-lighting 
ceremony on Sunday. (Center) Residents surrounded the glowing tree 
near Myrtle Avenue and Washington Park after organizers fl ipped its 
switch. (Left) These tots joined the man of the hour in his sleigh during 
the festivities. Photos by Caleb Caldwell
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GREAT HOLIDAY LEASES!

LINCOLN
 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
    †/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax,    title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable upon 
consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/
purchase option: $6,840/$26,830 (Lincoln MKZ),    $10,260/$28,882 (Lincoln MKX),    $10,044/$26,702 (Lincoln MKC). Leases 
are 25¢ per mile over MKZ 7,500, MKC/MKX 10,   500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. 
Dealer not responsible for typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391,    DMV#6240988.

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200
�

www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•

P
A

R
TICIPATING DEALE

R

Auto NetAuto Net

$285 per month 36 month lease. 200A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, Select Plus 
Package, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $40,165, VIN#5LHUL71486, $4,925 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,995 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security 
Deposit. For those who qualify $2750 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 12/31/17.

$285 per month 24 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, A/C, and Much 
More! MSRP $41,955, VIN#3LJR603763, $5,125 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month 
Payment, $4,195 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who 
qualify $750 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 12/31/17. 

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN MKZ SELECT BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN MKC SELECT

$285†

LEASE PER MONTH

YOUR
CHOICE

        24 MOS.         36  MOS.

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

2016 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Grey. ONLY 7K 
Mi! Stk#2178F.

 $29,999BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN MKZ

Auto, A/C, Grey. 28K Mi. 
Stk#1640F.

 $18,997BUY
FOR

*

2017 LINCOLN MKZ AWD Reserve

Auto, A/C, P/S, P/B and 
More! Stk# 2179F 

 $31,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BUY
FOR

2017 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR
SELECT 4X4

Auto, S/Roof, Nav, Black, 
13K Mi, Stk#2100F

 $49,995*

CERTIFIED

Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Get Priority Treatment In Our 
Service Department

Plus FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For 
Service

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 60 mos 
at $16.67 per month per $1,000 fi nanced; 
with approved credit on select models not 
to be combined with other offers.

CERTIFIED

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed 
Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C & Much More! 
MSRP $42,930. VIN#2LHBL53357. $5,270 
Due at Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, 
$4,293 Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, 
$0 Security Deposit. For those who 
qualify, $1,500 Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title 
& MV Fees addt’l. Expires 12/31/17.

BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKX SELECT

$332 PER MO.
24 MOS
LEASE

†

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS! 

2017 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
15 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!  
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LATE

1-917-246-2888.
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There are many things to consider when making educational decisions for your child.

                                  

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

How do you know which school is right for your child?

Public, private, charter, 
virtual and more - de-
ciding what school is 

best for your children can 
feel overwhelming. You want 
them to have an education 
that prepares them for a chal-
lenging world while fi tting 
their unique learning styles. 
How do you know the best op-
tion to ensure they thrive?

“The right school will not 
only help your child learn 
essential skills but instill 
a lifelong love of learning,” 
says Carol Lloyd, award-
winning educational writer 
and editorial director for 
GreatSchools, a nonprofi t 
school guide. “Bottom line: 
The school you choose for 
your child does make a dif-
ference.”

Lloyd knows making edu-

cational decisions isn’t easy. 
That’s why she offers her ad-
vice on the most important 
things to consider when re-
searching schools.

Testing scores: How does 
the school perform on state 
assessments across grades 
and subjects? Look at the per-
centage of students who score 
at or above profi ciency. If pos-
sible, look at test scores by 
student subgroup (race/eth-
nicity and family income). 
How are students like your 
child doing?

Student progress: Test 
scores don’t tell the whole 
story. It’s important that no 
matter where students start 
on the educational spectrum, 
they make progress and con-
tinuously learn as time passes. 
Understanding student prog-

ress can give you important 
information about how much 
children are learning at this 
school from year to year.

Equity: Look at how stu-
dents from all backgrounds 
are doing. Is there a big 
achievement gap between dif-
ferent groups? This helps you 
understand how schools are 
serving disadvantaged stu-
dent groups.

Advanced coursework: 
To understand the academic 
rigor of a school, research 
the advanced courses of-
fered. How many students are 
enrolling in those courses? 
What’s the average number 
of advanced courses a stu-
dent takes at the school? All 
these details can paint a pic-
ture about whether the stu-
dents are getting the classes 

they need for college and be-
yond.

Discipline and attendance 
fl ags: Does the school have 
high chronic absenteeism? Do 
they suspend some groups of 
students far more often than 
others? This might be a red 
fl ag that you should consider.

College readiness: If you 
have a high school student, 
you’re probably starting to 
think about the future. If you 
want to ensure your child’s 
school is preparing them for 
college, research the high 
school’s SAT-ACT participa-
tion and performance.

To check out schools in 
your area and learn more 
about school ratings and data, 
visit www.greatschools.org. 
You can quickly view this in-
formation and easily com-

pare it against other schools 
you’re considering, helping 
you save time while provid-
ing you the necessary infor-
mation to make a confi dent 
decision about your child’s 
education.

“The updated school pro-
fi les on GreatSchools display 
information parents need, 
and provide support to help 
them take action,” said Lloyd. 
“For example, if a school has a 
low Equity Rating compared 
to other schools in their state, 
parents will fi nd tips on how 
to discuss improving the edu-
cation of all students at this 
school with teachers and ad-
ministrators. This empow-
ers parents today and in the 
future so their children can 
receive the education they 
deserve.”
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EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Soon after back-to-school season 
ends, a new one begins for par-
ents of college-age kids: “send-me-

something” season lasts for the whole 
school year. This year, instead of send-
ing your college kid yet another care 
package fi lled with cookies and other 
stuff they may not use (or will have to 
share with roommates), why not give 
them these college-friendly apps?

Here are fi ve apps that should be on 
every college student’s must-have list:

Venmo: Keeping track of cash or a 
credit card can be a hassle for busy 
college kids. This payments app al-
lows users to pay individuals or busi-
nesses using their Venmo account, 
link a bank account, make payments 
in other mobile apps, and transfer 
money into and out of bank accounts. 
Just be sure kids take proper security 
precautions with their mobile device 
to protect their payment app. Visit 
www.venmo.com to learn more.

Course Hero: While many learn-
ing apps provide great general infor-
mation, Course Hero delivers course-
specifi c learning tools. Students can 
search the app’s more than 18.5 mil-
lion educational resources by their 
college and course names to fi nd ma-
terial that’s specifi c to their courses. 

Students can also interact with a 
worldwide educational network of 20 
million students and educators, ask 
tutors for personalized homework 
help, share study resources and fi nd 
the best information for hard-to-com-
plete projects. Learn more at www.
coursehero.com, or download the free 
app in Google Play Store.

Flipboard: Between multiple so-
cial media accounts, cable news and 
newspapers, there’s a lot of informa-
tion out there. You want your kids to 
be informed, but you also don’t want 
them spending half their day scrolling 
on their devices. Flipboard combines 
all the feeds from a user’s social me-
dia networks and curates news stories 
in an up-to-date, personalized maga-
zine to help students get rid of the clut-
ter and read the news that matters to 
them. Find more information at fl ip-
board.com.

Alarmy: College kids can fi nd it 
hard to drag themselves out of bed in 
time for that 8 a.m. class, especially if 
they were up late studying the night 
before. Sometimes an ordinary alarm 
just won’t cut it - it’s too easy to keep 
hitting “snooze” or just turn it off and 
go back to sleep. Alarmy forces stu-
dents to get out of bed by requiring 

them to take a specifi c action - such as 
using their mobile device to take a pic-
ture of an item in their living room, 
or solving a math problem - to turn 
off the alarm. The app is available at 
https://alar.my.

MyFitnessPal: “The freshman 15” 
is not a myth. College kids can fi nd 
themselves gaining much more than 
a few pounds over the course of their 
college careers. Busy schedules, sleep 
deprivation, convenience foods and 
lack of exercise can undermine stu-

dents’ good health. This app helps stu-
dents track key health factors such as 
nutrition, diet and exercise. It’s avail-
able at www.myfi tnesspal.com for ei-
ther Android or IOS devices.

Fortunately, there’s an app for vir-
tually every aspect of college life. And 
while no one has yet made an app 
that can replace a parent’s love, gift-
ing your college student with a digital 
care package is a great way to show 
your support throughout the school 
year.

Five student-friendly apps that 
beat any college care package

Our picks for the apps that should be on every undergraduate’s must-have list.

DO YOU RECEIVE FOOD STAMPS (SNAP)?
Our FREE programs and 

classes are for you!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL  718.368.4870
Kingsborough Community College/CUNY | Office of Continuing Education, Workforce Development & Strategic Community Partnerships
2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235 | www.kbcc.cuny.edu/continuinged
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Faculty and students at 
Good Shepherd Catholic 
Academy in Marine Park 
blessed a new Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and 
Math lab on Nov. 15, the feast 
day honoring St. Albert, the 
patron saint of scientists.

The new lab, made pos-
sible through a $90,000 grant 
received from the St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Trust of the 
Diocese of Brooklyn, will help 
kindergarten through eight 
grade students at the school 
get hands-on experience us-
ing state-of-the art equipment 
including monocular micro-
scopes, electro-photometers, 
and thousands of other pieces 
of equipment.

The tools in the new lab 
are already helping students 
get a better grasp of the skills 
they’ll need to solve problems  
and create an interest in the 
scientific method.

“The children are very en-
gaged in the work now,” Mrs. 
Seliste, one of the school’s 
fourth and fifth grade teach-

ers. “They are excited for 
science now in a way they 
weren’t before.” 

Middle school children are 
also catching the science bug, 
according to Miss Rampulla, 
who teachers the early and 
pre-teens at Good Shepherd.

“This truly lays the foun-
dation for future careers in 
science,” she said. “It is where 
it begins.”

Eighth-grader Alyssia 
Sanchez said the new lab is 
opening up all kinds of doors. 

“The new stem lab gives us 
a chance to work with materi-
als we haven’t had a chance 
to work with in the past,” she 
said. “It gives us a technical 
edge in high school.”

And of course, younger 
children love to get their 
hands on the new scientific 
equipment.

““My favorite thing is us-
ing the microscopes and mak-
ing slides,” said fifth-grader 
Adrian Illie.

On hand for the event 
were Deputy Superintendent 
Brother Ralph Darmento; 

District Superintendent Rox-
anne Elder;  Principal John 
O’Brien; Board Chairwoman 
Sheila Hanley; Good Shep-
herd Pastor Father Thomas 
Doyle; and Resurrection pas-
tor Father William With.

Located in the heart of 
Marine Park, Good Shepherd 
has provided academic excel-
lence rooted in Gospel Values 
to the children of Brooklyn 
for 85 years. 

The Good Shepherd Catho-
lic Academy philosophy stems 
from the belief that each child 
is made in the image ad like-
ness of God, uniquely called 
to love, learn, and share life 
to the fullest. 

As a Catholic Academy, 
our teachings are based on 
the Gospel message of Jesus 
Christ so that our students 
will be able to live in a soci-
ety as responsible Christians, 
aware of their obligations to 
God, neighbor, and self. Ev-
ery student is encouraged to 
develop as a total person — 
intellectually, emotionally, 
and spiritually.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Good Shepherd Academy blesses its new STEM lab

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

What’s the key to helping your kids succeed?
The next time you see kids going 

to their high school graduation, 
youll be looking at money in the 

bank for all Americans. That’s be-
cause every youth who graduates 
from high school saves taxpayers $1 
million over their lifetime.

The problem
For some kids, however, getting to 

graduation can be particularly diffi-
cult. For example, the average youth 
in foster care changes schools three 
times and loses four to six months of 
academic progress at each stop. Na-
tionwide, only 50 percent of these 
youth graduate from high school. 
Without a diploma and a plan for 
their future, they experience dispro-
portionately high rates of poverty, 
homelessness, incarceration, early 
parenting and substance abuse. 

Five-year goal
Helping these vulnerable stu-

dents is a nonprofit based in Wash-
ington state that provides guidance 
to organizations all over the coun-
try. Called Treehouse, it focuses on 
giving youth in foster care a child-
hood and a future. In fact, its Grad-
uation Success program has an 89 
percent extended graduation rate. 

The culmination of a five-year goal 
for the youth to earn their diplomas 
at the same pace as their peers, the 
rate includes both on-time and fifth-
year graduates. When the program 
began in 2012, less than 40 percent 
of youth in foster care locally were 
graduating.

“Youth in foster care often need 
extra time to graduate because of 
challenges out of their control, and 
Treehouse sticks with them regard-
less of how long the journey takes,” 
said Janis Avery, CEO of Treehouse.

How it’s done
Based in middle schools and high 

schools, Graduation Success intro-
duces consistent education focus 
into the students’ lives, often for the 
first time. Part coach, part parent 
and frequently part best friend, Ed-
ucation Specialists meet with their 
students weekly—year in and year 
out, even during the summer. The 
students take charge of their own fu-
tures by learning to set goals, make 
plans and advocate for themselves.

Learn more
Visit www.treehouseforkids.org 

for further facts, to make a donation, 
host a drive or volunteer. Graduating high school is the key to helping kids lead successful adult lives. 
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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I am living proof that 
buprenorphine treatment works.

888-NYC-WELL 
nyc.gov/health/addictiontreatment

Bill de Blasio
Mayor

Mary T. Bassett, MD, MPH
Commissioner

Breakthrough FDA Approved 
Treatment For Gum Disease

MARINE PARK PERIODONTICS & IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC

2272 Hendrickson Street Brooklyn, NY 11234 
www.MarineParkPerio.com

—CALL FOR YOUR CONSULATION TODAY—

LANAP laser gum treatment that can 
zap away Gum Disease! 

We have treated hundreds of cases 
with no cutting or with sutures. 

The results are incredible 
with minimal discomfort and fast healing.

LANAP

Laser Assisted
New Attachment Procedure
The alternative to scalpel & suture gum surgery

*First & only FDA Approved 
laser gum treatment procedure.
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To the editor,
I would like to address several of 

the issues raised in a recent letter 
(“Done with Schumer” — Nov. 24-30). 
In a serious accusation, the writer 
charges that Sen. Chuck Schumer 
raises funds from big business and 
Wall St. and engages in “pay to play” 
with these wealthy donors. Unfortu-
nately, our election system forces all 
members of Congress to seek money 
from wealthy donors. And the recent 
Citizens United ruling from the Su-
preme Court has only exacerbated 
this problem. If we want to see what 
pay to play really means, we have 
only to look to the White House’s 
Cabinet, where at least six former 
Goldman-Sachs executives are sit-
ting in top positions, including Steve 
Mnuchin and Gary Cohn. Other Cab-
inet members were big donors, such 
as Betsy DeVos — now Education Sec-
retary (but with no education creden-
tials).

Another issue raised was the 
national debt, largely the result of 
George W. Bush’s invasion of Iraq, 
an incredibly costly war that was 
paid for with loans, primarily from 
China. The tax bill that is now be-
ing hastily pushed through by the 
Republicans in Congress will ex-
plode the debt. How will this happen?  
The Republican plan proposes cut-
ting taxes to big corporations, most 
of which pay practically nothing al-
ready, due to fancy accounting prac-
tices.  They are hoping that giving 
more tax breaks to corporations will 
cause them to hire more and increase 
wages — the “trickle-down effect.” 
This idea has been tried more than 
once, and proved to be ineffective in 
stimulating the economy. The more 
likely result will be that CEO’s and 
shareholders will simply take even 
bigger profits.

These corporate tax reductions 
will be permanent, but any small tax 
break we may see will expire in a few 
years. Also, the bill will give the su-
per-rich a huge windfall by eliminat-
ing the estate tax — a tax that only 
applies to estates worth over $10 mil-
lion. So why are the Republicans do-
ing this?  Because their big donors, 
such as the Mercers and the Kochs, 

are insisting on it. They want their 
money’s worth for supporting Re-
publican candidates. Again — pay to 
play.

Do the disgustingly rich really 
need even more? How many houses, 
yachts and private airplanes will be 
enough? This bill will hurt the mid-
dle class and especially the poor by 
eliminating deductions for home 
ownership, college loans, state and lo-
cal property taxes, just to name a few. 
They are also proposing eliminating 
the mandate to purchase health in-
surance, assuring that our prices 
will rise. Truly mean-spirited would 
be eliminating such deductions as 
reimbursing teachers who must pro-
vide school supplies out-of-pocket for 
their underprivileged students.

The last item raised was the Iran 
nuclear deal.  Without it, Iran will be 
free to pursue its drive for nuclear 
capability. Is that what we want?  So 
far, Iran is complying with the deal. I 
believe we have more to worry about 
from North Korea than Iran, with the 
current president’s ignorance about 
foreign policy, and his reckless taunt-
ing of Kim Jong Un. In addition, this 
administration is systematically gut-
ting our State Department, putting 
our service members and diplomats 
around the world in severe jeopardy.

I urge everyone to read a variety 
of newspapers and news magazines 
and to be very careful about which 
TV channels you choose to get your 
news from. Relying on any one source 
(such as Fox) will give you a skewed 
version of reality.  The White House 
wants us to believe that the real news 
is “fake news.” But facts are facts 
folks.  Let’s get our news from many 
sources, get the facts, and then use 
our own judgment. Arlene Kane

Georgetown

To the editor,
Those who fail to remember his-

tory are doomed!
(The old saying is they are 

“doomed to repeat it” but in this case 
they are just doomed).

I am sure my fellow transit histo-
rian, Larry Penner, would agree that 
the so-called newest transit propos-
als are once again a re-hash of old 
and tired ideas.

After working in the subway for 
four decades, the proposals to “shut 
down” the system are totally unre-
alistic. True, certain sections of the 
subway have benefited greatly from 

the new Fast Track operations. In 
these situations, all transit divisions 
concentrate manpower to do every-
thing from track and cable work to 
tunnel and infrastructure repairs. 
There are just so many workers on 
staff, and if there is a wholesale shut-
down, there are simply not enough 
employees to do what these millen-
nial pencil pushers expect to be done.  
With the Governor and Mayor con-
tinuously head butting about fund-
ing, I seriously doubt that across the 
board hiring of qualified technicians 
will ever take place.

I have written about the so-called 
subway line extensions in the past. 
Here too, the same old plans for for-
ays into Brooklyn, first put on the ta-
ble in the 1920s, then withdrawn in 
the 1930s due to funding issues, have 
been dusted off once again. One plan 
calls for an IRT extension running 
down Ave S, under Marine Park, and 
giving me a nice new station on my 
East 36 Street corner. Believe me, you 
won’t find me waiting with the new 
MetroCard in hand, patently watch-
ing for my train.

With the new management un-
der Joe Lhota in place, our dedicated 
transit leadership needs to have their 
hands untied. To improve operations 
across the board, the politicians have 
to make a reliable funding source 
available and stand back. Failing 
this, the revolving door of upper 
management will once again spin, 
and transit will remain the same old-
same old for perpetuity. The dream-
ers can make all of their plans in the 
clouds, never to come to fruition.

Robert W. Lobenstein
Marine Park

To the editor,
In the last four Presidential elec-

tions, Democratic candidates who as 
Senators voted for the War Powers 
Act of 2002, endorsing the invasion of 
Iraq, were defeated twice, while the 
Democratic candidate won the other 
two elections. Does this have any 
bearing on Joe Biden’s electability?  
Reasonable people may differ. If the 
American people want someone who 
voted for the invasion of Iraq to serve 
as President, they could do worse 
than Joe Biden. Eric Politzer

Brooklyn

To the editor,
Yes, while the death of the delivery 

boy on the bike in Sunset Park was 
tragic, one part of the story has been 
omitted from most reporting of the 
story. Yes , wrongly,  the car speeded 
up to make the light, we are all 
guilty of that. But eyewitnesses and 
a nearby security camera reported 
the boy went through the red light. 
Had he stopped for his red light, this 
tragedy would have been avoided. Of 
course the community, Paul Steely 
White and his Transportation Alter-
natives honchos will always blame 
the drivers, or anything other than 
bicyclists or pedestrians for their il-
legal actions, causing injury or pos-
sibly worse on themselves.

Richie Hecht
Bay Ridge

To the editor,
A female student was raped on 

a stairwell at a New York City high 
school. How much worse can things 
get in our schools? Now, we will 
hear from educational spokespeople 
that the incident is troubling and 
that we’re investigating. We rarely 
hear the results of the investigation. 
Knowing the system, the recalci-
trant will be back in a public school 
shortly. Would such a child be in a 
charter school? Of course not. Eva 
Moskowitz and her gang cherry-
pick students, something the public 
schools can’t do. They’re stuck with 
whomever walks in. When the parent 
of these brats refuse to sign for spe-
cial placement, the child remains in 
a regular classroom so the mayhem 
continues and the teacher is rou-
tinely blamed for not motivating the 
student and receives a poor rating at 
the end of the year.

Now, of course, we have a mayor 
who believes in redemption, so trans-
lated, that means that nothing will 
basically happen. We’ll hear that 
the brat is socially maladjusted, ec-
onomically disadvantaged, cultur-
ally-deprived and other liberal catch 
phrases. Let’s see how quiet the 
United Federation of Teachers and 
the supervisory unions will be dur-
ing the so-called investigation.

Besides restoring the “600 school” 
concept for unruly students, the po-
lice must be left in charge of school 
discipline — not the principal or cen-
tral board. Of course, this will never 
happen as a million excuses as de-
scribed above will be given for these 
students. Ed Greenspan

Sheepshead Bay
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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wo phrases have been 
rolling around in my 
mind recently. “If you 

see something, say some-
thing,” and “If you’re not 
part of the solution, then 
you’re part of the problem.”

We are living in a mo-
ment of widespread complic-
ity. Greed, money, and profit 
have trumped morality.

Reading the coverage of 
sexual predation by NBC 
Today Show host Matt Lauer 
has us asking once again: 
Where were all those peo-
ple around him who should 
have blown the whistle? 
You’re telling me that NBC 
President Andy Lack and co-
hosts Savanna Guthrie and 
Al Roker only heard of his 
heinous misdeeds on that 
fateful night last week when 
a brave underling spoke up? 

Not bloody likely.
Shame on the whole 

bunch of them — men and 
women alike. Just like the 
female producer on the 

Charlie Rose Show who 
looked the other way when 
multiple women approached 
her about his unique strand 
of sexual harassment.

How are we going to pre-
vent evil from flourishing 
when good men and good 
women look the other way?

These are just two ex-
amples of the many com-
plicit colleagues who should 
be hanging their heads in 
shame after the recent lurid 
revelations.

We have a national cri-
sis on numerous levels. Hol-
lywood has been exposed 
as a large casting couch of 
rapacious directors, stars, 
and filmmakers (Weinstein, 
Spacey, and Toback were not 
alone).

The newsrooms and tele-
vision sets of America, pu-
tatively the places that are 
supposed to expose malfea-
sance, are hothouses of ha-
rassment and cover-ups. 
Even the august New York 
Times, the bastion of pro-
gressive journalism, had its 
own bevy of zipper issues 
that spilled over into ha-
rassment.

Oh, and WNYC.
Those who didn’t try to 

stop it were complicit. Every 
single one of them. They de-
serve our opprobrium, too, 
in perpetuating this age-old 
problem.

And then, of course, is the 
macro problem: Our elected 
leaders are no better than 
the media moguls. The cur-
rent occupant of the White 
House (you know who I’m 
talking about) was elected 
to the most powerful perch 
in the world one month after 
more than a dozen women 
accused him of sexual ha-
rassment.

Think about that. More 
than 60 million Americans 
voted for a man who admit-
ted on tape that “grabbing 
women’s (private parts)” 
against their wishes is okay 
if you’re a celebrity like 
him. Yuck.

I would be remiss in 
mentioning that his oppo-
nent was guilty of attack-

ing women who accused 
her own husband of similar 
behavior. Also not a great 
choice, but certainly better 
than a serial harasser in my 
book.

Even the patrician Pres-
ident George H.W. Bush 
seems to have had a habit of 
intentionally pinching wom-
an’s backsides during photo 
shoots — another form of ha-
rassment.

Can’t anyone keep their 
hands to  themselves and 
only touch others when 
they’ve been given verbal 
consent?

It makes me miss the rel-
atively peaceful eight years 
of the Obama administra-
tion when our leader was an 
exemplary human being.

Remember: If you see 
something, say something.

Always.
Tom Allon is the presi-

dent of City & State, NY. 
Questions or comments: tal-
lon@cityandstateny.com

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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By Alexandra Simon

Catch a glimpse of an unseen city!
A new exhibit at the Brooklyn 

Museum makes visitors feel like 
they have traveled to the holy city of Mecca 
— a destination that is forbidden to non-
Muslims. A Saudi photographer spent years 
documenting the construction boom that 
has recently transformed the city, and his 
show “Ahmed Mater: Mecca Journeys” 
uses enormous images to capture that 
transformation. The project began when 
Mater traveled to Mecca and discovered 
how much it had changed since his last visit 
— an impression at odds with his idea of the 
city as a sacred, unchanging place.

“When I returned in 2008, it was to a 
very complex, dynamic, and multifaceted 
place. So before the project began, there 

was a desire to capture this symbolic, imag-
ined, remembered city, to try to align it with 
what was there, physically in front of me,” 
he said. “The cycles of construction and 
deconstruction, the changing city, meant I 
became compelled to dedicate five years of 
my life to documenting and recording the 
place, to what would eventually become a 
prayer for Mecca.”

The exhibit offers a unique glimpse at 
a city off-limits to most Brooklynites, said 
the show’s curator.

“Because Mecca is a city that can be 
visited only by Muslims, the exhibition 
provides a window into a place and a 
culture many people in the world will 
never have the opportunity to experience 
first-hand,” said Catherine Morris. “This 
exhibition of Ahmed Mater’s decade-long 

study of the city presents a rare opportunity 
for Brooklyn Museum visitors to journey 
through this iconic city.”

Mecca is the symbolic heart of Islam, 
and all adult members of the faith are 
expected to complete a pilgrimage to the 
city at least once. Millions of pilgrims visit 
the city during the annual hajj week, but 
Mater wanted to capture more than just 
the religious aspects of the city — he also 
documents the urban projects underway, as 
well as the hustle and bustle of the city’s two 
million year-round residents. 

“Mecca is not only a symbolic or holy 
city — it is a living city subject to the same 
social and   forces facing every major urban 
center in the world,” he said. “So it’s about 
a place, but it’s also about what that place 
means, and about many urban and social 

changes taking place around the world 
today.” 

The exhibit includes 28 oversized pho-
tographs, six videos, a symbolic sculp-
ture, and a floor-to-ceiling installation of 
windows that Mater rescued from historic 
building slated for demolition.

The large photos, the smallest of which 
are more than nine feet long, help visitors to 
feel immersed in the scene, said Mater.

“It has been amazing to see how these 
unexpected perspectives of a city most of 
the audience have never, and will never 
visit, have surprised and engaged,” he said.

“Ahmed Mater: Mecca Journeys” at the 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 852–7755, www.brooklynmuseum.
org]. $16 suggested donation. 

Photos capture construction boom in holy city

Building sights
Top of the mountain: In Ahmed Mater’s 2012 photo, now on 
display at Brooklyn Museum, a construction worker poses 
atop a work site in Mecca, Saudi Arabia. Ahmed Mater
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This place is literally Kick Axe!
You can hurl a hatchet into 

a wooden bullseye at the city’s 
first-ever axe throwing range — Kick 
Axe — in Gowanus, when it opens its 
doors on Dec. 15. The Pennsylvania-
based owners gave the unconven-
tional sport a try in their hometown, 
and knew it would be the perfect 
ax-perimental entertainment addition 
to hip Brooklyn, said Ginger Flesher-
Sonnier, who co-owns the Degraw 
Street lodge with her husband, along 
with another soon-to-open range 
in Washington, DC, and multiple 
escape rooms. 

“We thought it would be awesome. 
I fell in love with axe throwing and 
thought it would be an incredible 
experience for others to have,” she 
said. “We’re into the experimental 
entertainment, we own escape rooms 
in D.C., we thought this would fit in.”

Kick Axe is the first axe-throwing 
range in the five boroughs, but inter-
est in the cutting-edge sport is defi-
nitely growing, and everyone should 
take a stab at it, said Flesher-Sonnier. 

“We’re very excited about being 
first,” she said. “We hope it will be 
well received.”

The Degraw Street range boasts a 
cozy lumberjack feel, with fur rugs, 
pillow-stuffed couches, and a warm 
fire blazing behind glass near the 
bar — that’s right, there is a bar! 
So before you experience the fun of 
throwing a bladed weapon through 
the air, you can calm your nerves by 
downing some beer, wine, or malt 
beverages.

Guests pay $35 to use one of the 10 
ranges, and get their own personal ax-
pert — a trained expert axe thrower 
— who first explains all of the safety 
rules and protocols before anyone is 
allowed to enter the range and pick up 
the hatchet.

Lone wolves, pairs of two, and 
larger parties are all welcome, but 
only two throwers and their guide are 
allowed inside the range at a time, 
according to ax-pert Allison Grosso, 
Flesher-Sonnier’s daughter.

Axe throwing is more about 
momentum than it is about strength, 
said Grosso, so even those with noo-
dle arms can give it whirl.

And if this not-very-muscular 

reporter — who prefers to slice with 
words rather than weapons — could 
satisfyingly sink the sharp blade right 
into the red circle in the center of a fir 
tree plank, then anyone can! 

All axe throwers must sign a waiv-
er before entering the range, and must 
imbibe responsibly if they visit the 
bar, said Flesher-Sonnier.

“We will be very careful in how 
we monitor consumption,” she said. 
“Anybody who appears to be intoxi-
cated or throwing unsafely will not be 
able to continue.”

Kick Axe [622 Degraw St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in Gowanus, 
(833) 542–5293, www.kickaxe.com]. 
Opens Dec. 15. $35.

By Julianne McShane

Hustle back to Bay Ridge!
A group of dedicated 

“Saturday Night Fever” fans 
will celebrate the film’s 40th anniver-
sary by bringing its disco setting back 
to life! For the night of Dec. 13, the 
2001 Odyssey nightclub will return to 
the Bay Ridge space it once occupied 
for a free, blow-out dance party. The 
organizer of the event said that she and 
her five feverish friends want to bring 
Brooklynites back to 1977 by recreat-
ing the iconic spot.

“When I think of the movie, the 
first thought in my head is the 2001 
Odyssey,” said Stephanie Ovadia, who 
grew up in Canarsie.  

The former disco at 64th Street 
and Eighth Avenue is now home to 
Bamboo Garden, a Chinese restaurant, 
but organizers will restore it to its 
original glory by installing a light-up 
dance floor and disco balls for the 
night.

At the party, original cast members 
Karen Lynn Gorney — who played 
Stephanie, John Travolta’s love interest 
— and DJ Monte Rock III will hustle 
the night away as discos stars Carol 
Douglas, Randy from the Village 
People, and the Trammps play Tony 
Manero’s favorite songs, including 
“Disco Inferno.” After guests work up 
an appetite on the dance floor, they can 
snack on slices from Lenny’s Pizza, 
another Manero favorite.

Ovadia said that the pack of fans 
was inspired to recreate the space by 
their nostalgic longing for a simpler 
time. 

“There’s a bunch of people who 
love this time period — it was cell 
phone-free, people actually spoke to 
each other,” she said. 

At the party, cell phones will be 
allowed, but ’70s outfits are manda-
tory, said Ovadia, who planned ahead 
by putting a jumpsuit on layaway. 

“I’m going all ’70s,” she said.

The space can hold up to 500 people, 
and the organizers hope Brooklynites 
young and old will turn out and travel 
back to a time when platforms and bell 
bottoms were not just acceptable, but 
all the rage.

“I hope that they feel like it’s a 
moment of being back in time,” she 
said. “Just back in a time of innocence, 
almost.”

Saturday Night Fever 40th 
Anniversary (802 64th St. at 
Eighth Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
www.40thanniversaryreception.com). 
Dec. 13 at 5 pm. Free with RSVP.

By Crowther Bosley

It shoulda been short-
er.

But that’s my only 
real complaint about “It 
Shoulda Been You,” the 
latest musical production 
from Park Slope’s Gallery 
Players, playing through 
Dec. 17. The play is a bit 
of f luff, a frothy farce 
that should go down like a 
f lute of champagne — so 
when the first act starts 
to drag, it’s like getting 
overserved, until the sec-
ond-act palate cleanser 
wipe away all sins. 

“It Shoulda Been You” 
is a mis-matched wedding 
comedy — the bride is 
Jewish, the groom is “so 
white-bread, he bleeds 
mayonnaise,” their fami-
lies are appalled, and her 
ex-boyfriend shows up 
to ruin everything. The 
story is well-worn, but it’s 
well-made — the moth-
ers meddle, the bride gets 
cold feet, and characters 
pop in and out of door-
ways in a Scooby Doo–
esque chase sequence. So 
the story is predictable — 
until suddenly it’s not. 

A twist at the end of 
the overlong first act is 
genuinely unexpected — 
it brought gasps from the 
audience — and it invigo-
rates the second half with 
extra laughs and energy, 
dragging the plot from 
the sitcom conventions 
of the 1960s into, if not 
quite the present day, at 
least 2010, and giving 
every character a chance 
to show a new side.

Whatever the era, 
these performers are kill-
ing it. At the Saturday 
matinee this reviewer 
saw, they took a group 
of familiar characters 
and played them to the 
hilt. Gin-drinking WASP 
mama Georgette Howard 
(Lorinne Lampert), is 
deliciously bitchy, and 
she is ably matched in 
a passive aggressive–off 
against the mother of the 
bride (Luisa Boyaggi), 
in a scene that threatens 
to come to blows at any 
moment. 

The secondary char-
acters sparkle around the 
edges of the story. Joseph 
Peterson, as the fey, seem-
ingly-omniscient wed-
ding planner Albert, is a 
dream, wafting over the 
production and sprinkling 
fairy dust over the fourth 
wall as needed. Walter’s 
barely-competent assis-
tant Walt, played by Sam 
Laasko, steals many of 
the laughs, and as does 
Sonya Rice, vamping it 
up as the boozy, man-
hungry Aunt Sheila.

You’ve got two more 
weekends to catch this 
light-weight delight — 
just be sure to hang on 
until the end. 

“It Shoulda Been You” 
at the Gallery Players (199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, www.galleryplay-
ers.com). Playing through 
Dec. 17, Wed–Fri at 8 pm; 
Sat, 2 pm and 8 pm, Sun, 3 
pm. $25 ($20 students and 
seniors).

Get disco fever!

AXE-ING FOR IT

Let it rip: One ax-pert shows how it’s done at Kick Axe in Gowanus, which will open its 
doors on Dec. 15.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Burn, Bamboo, burn!: The Bamboo Garden 
Restaurant in Bay Ridge will transform into 
the 2001 Odyssey disco on Dec. 13.
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Familiar fun
Wedding musical is 
a frothy stock story

Boozy hatchet range opening in Gowanus

Power couple: Luisa Boyaggi and Lorinne Lampert duel in their 
roles as mothers of the bride and groom, respectively, in “It 
Shoulda Been You.” Bella Muccari
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TicketMaster.com • 866-448-7849
THE JERRY ORBACH THEATER 210 W. 50th St. (btwn. Broadway & 8th Ave), NYC

HotMessThePlay.com

All  you need is  love. . .
AND TO GET YOUR $#!+ TOGETHER.

MAX RUMM
(GREASE)

LUUUUUU Y DEVITO

(IT’S ALWAYS SUNNY IN PHILADEPLPHIA)

written by

dan rothenberg & olleen rabtree

directed by

jonathan silversteinriirir ttettettettet n bn bnnn bbbyyyy
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St Luke’s Theatre, 308 West 46th Street - Telecharge.com 212-239-6200

A New Musical Written by Dorothy Marcic

ForTheGirlsTheMusical.com

From the  Soundtrack  of Your Life
A high energy celebration of women featuring Top-40 songs like 
RESPECT, Stand by Your Man, Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, These 
Boots are Made for Walkin’, I Will Survive, Greatest Love of All…

“Powerful, funny and uplifting!
A musical that both sexes can enjoy.” - Talkin’ Broadway

“FANTASTIC - A WINNER!”
- Broadway World

Photo: Carol Rosegg

Photo by Joan M
arcus

 TicketCentral.com  |  212-279-4200  |  20thCenturyBlues.com

The Alice Griffin Jewel Box Theatre at The Pershing Square Signature Center 480 W. 42nd St., NYC

strictly limited engagement thru jan 28

“heartfelt and genuine.”
The New York Times

“Clever and wise. a brilliant new play, 
bursting with great lines and naked truthS.“

curve magazine

trictly limited engagementtrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiiiicccctttttttttttttttttttttttttlllllllllllllllllllllllyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy llllllllllllllllllliiiiiiiiiiiiiimmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiittttttttttttttteeeeeeeedddddddddd eeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnggggggggggaaaaaaaaaaaagggggggggggemmmmmmmmmmmeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnttttttttttt thru jaan 22222222tttttttttthhhhhhhhhhrrrrrrrrrruuuuuuuu jjjjjjjjjjjaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnn 22222222222

Directed by two time obie® winner 
& tony award® nominee
emily mann

a new play by 
two time obie® winner
susan miller
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By Bill Roundy

Brooklyn has a new hero!
A busty new superhero-

ine patrols the skies of New 
Brooklyn in a gender-bending new 
online comic that launched this week 
at Webtoons.com. “War Cry,” named 
after its lead character, a black gay 
man who transforms into a warrior 
goddess, is a convoluted story that 
balances questions of identity with 
smash ’em up action, said its creator.

“It’s a very complicated comic that 
I had to figure out a way to write,” 
said Carroll Gardens cartoonist Dean 
Haspiel.

“War Cry” is a sequel to his series 
“ The Red Hook ,” about a superpow-
ered thief forced to do good, in a 
universe in which  Brooklyn becomes 
sentient and literally separates from 
the United States . When creating the 
new main character, Haspiel said he 
was inspired by two classic super-
heroes: Captain Marvel, a kid who 
transforms into an adult hero when 
he shouts the word “Shazam!” and the 
superhuman cyborg called OMAC, 
for One Man Army Corps.

“I always liked the idea of those 
two characters, and I wanted to do a 
mash-up,” he said. “And I wanted to 
do a comic where a young kid shouts 
a word — and the hero he becomes is 
this female goddess called War Cry. 
So instead of One Man Army Corps, 
it’s One Woman Army Corps.”

The adventure story comes with 
a dose of melodramatic romance, 
because the ferocious female he 
becomes is also the reincarnation of 
the Red Hook’s dead girlfriend. 

“We have to navigate all this 
through the eyes of the Red Hook — 

and he just wants his girlfriend back,” 
said Haspiel. “It becomes this kind 
of star-crossed Romeo versus Juliet 
— or maybe Romeo versus Juliet 
and Julio!”

The series appears on the website 
Linetoons, which is also available as 
an app for smartphones. The images 
are optimized for phone viewing, 
with panels appearing in a single 
long scroll.

The series dropped its first three 
chapters on Dec. 6, and new chapters 
will follow each Wednesday. 

Haspiel, who has also drawn “The 
Amazing Spider-Man” and “Batman 
Adventures,” had fun with his new 
series, throwing in references to some 
of his favorite heroes with a line-up of 
doomed superheroes.

“Knowing that I was going to 
dispose of these characters pretty 
quickly, I wanted to hip-check some 
icons, you know — there’s a Batman, 
there’s a Superman,” he said. 

The story showcases locations 
around the borough, including the 
Brooklyn Bridge, the Red Hook grain 
silo, and an analogue of popular dim 
sum restaurant Pacificana in Sunset 
Park. Putting his super-characters in 
the real world — even a fantasy ver-
sion of the world — helps the high-
flying action to feel more grounded, 
said Haspiel.

“You can make up characters, but 
if you can put them in real places, it 
feels more real,” he said.

“War Cry” at Line Webtoons, 
www.webtoons.com. Free.

By Julianne McShane

It’s a weekend of music and merri-
ment in Bay Ridge!

Kick off the second weekend 
of December by imbibing some holi-
day spirits! Stumble over to Henry 
Harde’s Wines and Liquors (9314 
Third Ave. between 93rd and 94th 
streets) for its annual Holiday “Spirit” 
Tasting, where samples of vodka, 
bourbon, Scotch, and rye whiskey 
will be on offer, along with wine and 
Christmas cookies for those seeking 
softer stuff. Boozehounds can also 
indulge in a pair of special seasonal 
cocktails, including one made with 
Bailey’s Irish Cream and Smirnoff 
Peppermint Twist and another made 
with Brooklyn’s own Barrow’s 
Intense Ginger Liqueur. The free 
three-hour fun starts at 8 pm. 

After your heads stops throbbing, 

make a pilgrimage to the Wicked 
Monk (9510 Third Ave. between 95th 
and 96th streets) on Saturday night 
for some head-bobbing, and maybe 

some dancing, too. The Narrowbacks 
will cover Celtic rock and folk songs 
by the likes of the Dubliners, Black 
47, and the Wolfe Tones, along with 
original tunes from the band’s three 
albums. The sextet will kick off the 
four-hour set at 11 pm, and it will 
cost $10 to get in.

And on Sunday, carol your way 
to the Bay Ridge United Methodist 
Church (7002 Fourth Ave. at Bay 
Ridge Parkway) for a Christmas 
Cabaret. Acclaimed jazz crooners 
— including Laurie Krauz, Amy 
Beth Williams, and Richard Malavet 
— will sing classic Christmas tunes, 
and stand-up comedian Calvin Cato 
will provide the laughs. The 90-min-
ute show starts at 3 pm, and proceeds 
from the suggested $15 admission 
fee will benefit Partnership for the 
Homeless.

By Julianne McShane

It’s a Jewish festival of 
laughs.

Two Jewish comedi-
ennes will open the first night 
of Hanukkah with a gift of 
laughter. The second annual 
“Chanukahst ravaganza: 
Night of a Thousand Jews” 
on Dec. 12 at Union Hall 
in Park Slope, will feature 
10 Jewish performers crack-
ing jokes and singing songs 
about dreidels, inexhaustible 
oils, and the proper spelling 
of “Hanukkah” — or pos-
sibly “Chanukah.” The night 
was inspired, in part, because 
its creators were tired of the 
Festival of Lights being out-
shone by Christmas trees 
and Rudolph’s nose, said one 
of the founders.

“I do really love 
Christmas, I’m a big 
Christmas fan, but I also 
love Hanukkah, and it kind 
of always upset me that 
Hanukkah doesn’t get as 
much shine as Christmas 
does,” said Lana Schwartz, 
who lives in Williamsburg.

Schwartz and her Queens-
based comedy-writing part-
ner, Ilana Rubin, started 
working on the inaugural 
show just after the 2016 elec-
tion, when anti-Semitic inci-
dents were on the rise.

“We started putting 
together the show not too 
long after the election, and 
in the midst of everything 
going on — all the hate and 
fear — it felt really exciting 
to say, “We’re unapologeti-
cally proud of our faith and 
heritage,” Schwartz said.

The show offered a 
release of tension and a place 
for laughs, with songs, sto-
ries, and a PowerPoint pre-
sentation on “the forgotten 

heroes of Hanukkah.” This 
year, the duo have tried to 
recruit performers who can 
elicit laughs in a variety of 
ways, according to Rubin.

“Everybody really brings 
their own spin to things, and 
we work to get the variety,” 
she said. 

This year’s show will 
feature the duo performing 
and hosting, some perform-
ers from last year’s show, 
and some new acts, includ-
ing Upright Citizens Brigade 
performers Yoni Lotan and 
Sam Reece, along with 
comedy video star Anna 
Roisman. 

And though the focus is 
on a Jewish holiday, Gentile 
audiences need not feel 
blasphemous for attending. 
Everyone will be able to 
appreciate the jokes, said the 
show’s hosts, even if they 
can’t tell a mitzvah from a 
matzoh.

“At the end of the day, 
you’re still seeing some of 
the funniest, best comedians 
in the city,” Schwartz said. 
“It’s something that you can 
still enjoy.”

The event will also raise 
cash for the Anti-Defamation 
League, an organization that 
fights anti-Semitism. But 
Rubin said the primary goal 
is to make people laugh dur-
ing difficult times.

“This is a holiday show, 
we want to talk about how 
happy this holiday makes us 
— it does a good job of light-
ening the mood,” Rubin said. 

“Chanukahstravaganza: 
Night of a Thousand Jews” 
at Union Hall (702 Union 
St. between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, www.
unionhallny.com). Dec. 12 at 
8 pm. $10 ($8 in advance).

The spirit moves us in the Ridge

WAR OF THE SEXES 

This means war: The new comic series “War Cry,” from Brooklyn artist Dean Haspiel, 
stars a superheroine with the power of an entire army. Dean Haspiel

Shake, shake, shake, menorah!: Jewish comediennes Lana Schwartz 
and Ilana Rubin will celebrate the Festival of Lights with the 
“Chanukahstravaganza” comedy night on Dec. 12 at Union Hall in 
Park Slope. Photo by Zoe Freilich

Ha-Hanukkah!
Jewish comedians host a 
‘Chanukahstravaganza’

Comic stars a gender swapping superhero
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

SAT, DEC 9
COMEDY, CHRIS ROCK: 

$89–$256. 8 pm.

MON, DEC 11
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V WASH-
INGTON CAPITALS: 
$15–$147. 7 pm.

TUE, DEC 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V WASHINGTON 
WIZARDS: $12–$180. 
7:30 pm.

WED, DEC 13
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V DALLAS 
STARS: $15–$137. 7 pm.

THU, DEC 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V NEW YORK 
KNICKS: $44–$355. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, DEC 15
MUSIC, ODESZA: $24–

$123. 7:30 pm.

SAT, DEC 16
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS V LOS 
ANGELES KINGS: $18–
$174. 7 pm.

SUN, DEC 17
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V INDIANA PAC-
ERS: $13–$175. 6 pm.

TUE, DEC 19
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V DETROIT 
RED WINGS: $15–$149. 
7 pm

WED, DEC 20
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V SACRAMENTO 
KINGS: $16–$202. 7:30 
pm. 

THU, DEC 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V ANAHEIM 
DUCKS: $15–$147. 7 
pm.

FRI, DEC 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V WASHINGTON 
WIZARDS: $23–$268. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, DEC 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V WINNIPEG 
JETS: $22–$205. 1 pm.

TUE, DEC 26
HARLEM GLOBETROT-

TERS: $26–$134. 2 pm 
and 7 pm. 

WED, DEC 27
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V BUFFALO 
SABRES: $27–$243. 
7 pm.

MON, JAN 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V ORLANDO 
MAGIC: $21–$255. 7:30 
pm.

TUE, JAN 2
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V BOSTON 
BRUINS: $21–$201. 7 
pm.

WED, JAN 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V MINNESOTA 
TIMBERWOLVES: $22–
$222. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JAN 5
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PITTS-
BURGH PENGUINS: 
$29–$241. 7 pm 

SAT, JAN 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V BOSTON CELT-
ICS: $41–$356. 6 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

WED, DEC. 13
SANTA LUCIA PROCESSION 

AND CELEBRATION: Join 
the Ridge Creative Cen-
ter and the Scandinavian 
East Coast Museum for 
traditional Scandanavian 
cookies and a craft activity 
before the Santa Lucia Pro-
cession. (Procession be-
gins at 6:15 pm.) $10 ($20 
for a family of four). 4:30 
pm. Redeemer St. John’s 
Lutheran Church [939 83rd 
St. between Seventh and 
10th Avenues in Bay Ridge, 
(347) 860–1932]. 

TALK, “THE GHOST SHIP OF 
BROOKLYN”: Robert Wat-
son brings to life the sto-
ries of a British prison ship 
moored off the coast of 
Brooklyn during the Revo-
lutionary War. $5. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

THURS, DEC. 14
MUSIC, HOLIDAY CON-

CERT: Christmas classics 
by Vivaldi and Saint-Saëns. 
$15. 4 pm. Union Church 
of Bay Ridge [7915 Ridge 
Blvd. in Bay Ridge, (718) 
745–0438]. 

COMEDY, UP ’N’ COMING 
X-MAS EDITION: Comedy 
duo Reformed Whores 
host a special X-mas edi-
tion of their variety show, 
with Jim Tews, Rojo Perez, 
Rebecca Vigil, and Alex 
English. $8. 10 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

FRI, DEC. 15
MUSIC, “NAVIDAD NUES-

TRA”: The holiday concert 
presented by the Grace 
Choral celebrates the cul-
tural heritage of the Span-
ish-speaking Americas. $15 
($12 seniors and students). 
7 pm. All Saints Church 
(286 Seventh Ave. at Sev-
enth Street in Park Slope), 
www.gracechorale.org. 

MUSIC, MUSICIANS SHOW-
CASE: Peformances by 
Neither God Nor Master; 
Midnight Foolishness; Plan 
For Panic; and Circadian 
Clock. Free. 8 pm. The 
Hideout [8415 Fifth Ave. 
between 84th and 85th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (212) 
505–3250]. 

SAT, DEC. 16
MUSIC, YULE BALL: Wizard 

rock band Harry and the 
Potters brings its annual 
Harry Potter-themed 
holiday concert back to 
Brooklyn. Come in your 
best robes and prepare 
for an enchanting evening. 
$20. 5:30 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

DANCE, HIP-HOP NUT-
CRACKER: The Hip Hop 
Nutcracker re-imagines 
Tchaikovsky’s classic score 
through explosive hip-hop 
choreography. $29–$79. 8 
pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com. 

FRI, DEC. 8
MUSIC, ROOTS AND 

RUCKUS FESTIVAL: This 
four-day extravaganza 
of Americana music will 
feature more than 30 old-
timey bands playing on 
two stages. Free. 6 pm. 
Jalopy Theatre [315 Co-
lumbia St. between Hamil-
ton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

LOTT HOUSE TREE LIGHT-
ING: Celebrate the holi-
days with the annual tree 
lighting at the historic Hen-
drick L. Lott House, hosted 
by Sen. Marty Golden. 
With holiday music, cook-
ies, cocoa, and a visit from 
Sinterklaas. Free. 6 pm. 
The Lott House (1940 E. 
36th St. between Fillmore 
Ave. and Avenue S in Ma-
rine Park). 

THEATER, “ELF THE MUSI-
CAL JR.,”: St. Ephrem 
Drama Club presents this 
fun family musical about 
an elf looking for his true 
identity in New York City, 
featuring more than 30 
cast members, ages 8 to 
14. $10. 7 pm. St. Ephrem 
[7415 Fort Hamilton Pkwy 
at 10th Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 833–1440]. 

COMEDY, HEBEN AND 
TRACY’S KWANZAA 
SPECTACULAR: Join Tracy 
Clayton and Heben Nigatu 
for a holiday party and live 
taping of their podcast 
“Another Round.” $25. 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

SAT, DEC. 9
THEATER, “ELF THE MUSI-

CAL JR.,”: 2 pm and 7 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 8. 

THEATER, “A WONDERFUL 
LIFE”: Narrows Commu-
nity Theater presents a live 
musical adaptation of the 
classic holiday fi lm. $25 
($20 students and seniors, 
$15 children 12 and under). 
2 pm. Fort Hamilton Army 
Base Theater (101st St. 
and Fort Hamilton Pkwy. 
in Fort Hamilton), www.
NarrowsCommunityThe-
ater.com. 

DANCE, “THE NUT-
CRACKER”: New York 
Children’s Dance Theater 
presents one of the most 
popular ballets of all time. 
$25–$55. 2 pm. Master 
Theater (1029 Brighton 
Beach Ave. at Brighton 
11th Street in Brighton 
Beach), www.masterthe-
ater.com. 

DANCE, “THE GREAT RUS-
SIAN NUTCRACKER”: The 
Moscow Ballet company 
performs the Tchaikovsky 
classic ballet, featuring lav-
ish costumes in the style 
of the Victorian era, elabo-
rate backdrops, and grow-
ing 50-foot tall Christmas 
tree. $32–$167. 2 pm and 
7 pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com. 

MARKET, WINTER FLEA 
AND HOLIDAY MARKET: 
The Brooklyn Flea moves 
to Industry City for the 
winter, with 50 retail ven-
dors and 10 Smorgasburg 
food stalls, plus a bar with 
wine, beer, and coctails. 

Free. 11 am–6 pm. Industry 
City (241 37th St., second 
fl oor, between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset 
Park). 

BAY RIDGE TREE LIGHTING: 
Take a free trolley ride with 
Santa along Fifth Avenue, 
from 65th to 85th streets 
(noon–4 pm), followed by 
a tree lighting ceremony 
at Bay Ridge Parkway at 
4:30 pm. Free. Noon–5 
pm. [7428 Fifth Ave. at 
Bay Ridge Parkway in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 238–8181], 
www.bayridgebid.com. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The crooner Frank Sinatra’s 
birthday by singing Sinatra 
standards and a few holi-
day numbers. 12:30–3:30 
pm. The Brooklyn Firefl y 
[7003 Third Ave. at 70th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833–5000], www.the-
brooklynfi refl y.com.  

SUN, DEC. 10
MUSIC, HOLIDAY CONCERT: 

The Kingsborough Musical 
Society Chorus performs 
its annual free holiday con-
cert. Free. 2 pm. Kingsbor-
ough Community College 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5000], 
www.kbcc.cuny.edu. 

MUSIC, A CHRISTMAS CAB-
ARET: A music and com-
edy show to benefi t Part-
nership for the Homeless. 
$15 suggested donation. 
3 pm. Bay Ridge United 
Methodist Church (7420 
Fourth Ave. at 74th Street 
in Bay Ridge). 

MUSIC, DESSOFF CHOIRS 
HOLIDAY CONCERT: 
Contemporary arrange-
ment of carols, includ-
ing a sing-in of Handel’s 
“Messiah.” $20–$40. 4 
pm. Saint John’s Episcopal 
Church (139 St. John’s Pl. 
at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope), www.dessoff.org. 

MUSIC, “MESSIAH”: Han-
del’s “Messiah,” with choir, 
orchestra, and soloists. 
Free. 6 pm. Good Shep-
herd Church [Avenue S and 
Batchelder Street in Ma-
rine Park, (718) 998–2800]. 

HANUKKAH FESTIVAL: Join 
in for fun games, holiday 

treats, face painting, arts 
and crafts and giveaways! 
Free. 3 pm. Shorefront Y 
[3300 Coney Island Ave. 
in Brighton Beach, (718) 
305–1144]. 

MON, DEC. 11
FAMILY, HOW THE RABBI(S) 

SAVED HANUKKAH: 
The story of Hanukkah 
you never knew! RSVP re-
quired. $25 (free for mem-
bers). Call for time. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Ave. between 80th 
and 81st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

TALK, “WOMEN IN THE 
WORLD OF FREDERICK 
DOUGLASS”: Histo-
rian and professor Leigh 
Fought paints an alterna-
tive portrait of abolitionist 
and social reformer Fred-
erick Douglass. $5. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org.  

COMEDY, BUTTERBOY: A 
weekly stand-up comedy 
night hosted by Aparna 
Nancherla, Maeve Higgins 
and Jo Firestone. $8–$10. 
8 pm. Littlefi eld (635 Sack-
ett St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), littlefi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open Mic and Stand 
-Up. Free. 9pm. Fred-
dy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th 
streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

TUES, DEC. 12
MUSIC, THE VICTOR WOO-

TEN TRIO: The Grammy-
winning bass player tours 
with his 10th solo album, 
“Trypnotyx.” $25. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

Brighton your day: Students from the Brighton Ballet Theater 
will dance beside the professionals of the Moscow Ballet dur-
ing the 7 pm performance of “The Great Russian Nutcracker,” 
on Dec. 9 at the Kings Theatre, portraying party guests, mice, 
snowflakes, and other supporting characters. Moscow Ballet

Laser lights: Indie electronica act Odesza, just nominated for two 
Grammys, will rock Barclays Center on Dec. 15. Julian Bajsel
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Cheers to St. Francis College for 
bringing the fi ght against smoking to 
the borough.

As part of the Great American 

Smokeout, NYC Smoke-Free collab-
orated with St. Francis College to en-

courage smokers 
on campus and in 
the larger com-
munity to quit 
for one day and to 
raise awareness 
of the importance 
of smoke-free pro-
tections in creat-
ing environments 

where quit attempts are more likely to 
be successful.

“I commend NYC Smoke-Free and 
St. Francis College for bringing the 
fi ght against smoking to Brooklyn 
Heights and beyond,” said Borough 

President Adams. “Smoking is a 
damaging habit that leads to many 
long-term health problems, including 
asthma, cancer, and emphysema.”

Dr. Michele Montecalvo, the event 
co-organizer and Health Sciences and 
Health Care Management professor at 
St. Francis, added: “The Great Amer-
ican Smokeout is an opportunity to 
continue the conversation about to-
bacco use, social justice, advocacy, and 
stress relief.”

Julia Cuthbertson, borough com-
munity engagement coordinator for 
NYC Smoke-Free at Public Health 

Solutions, added: “NYC Smoke-Free 
is thrilled to join St. Francis College 
and many other community partners 
and local leaders for the Great Amer-
ican Smokeout to draw attention to 
the devastating tobacco epidemic and 
need for smoke-free environments to 
protect the health of all New Yorkers.”

Activities on campus included 
an #IWantToBeAFormerSmoker 

Health Fair, presentations by health 
educators, a screening of the short fi lm 
Black Lives, Black Lungs, perfor-
mances by St. Joseph’s High School 

Choir and Steppers, and an inter-
active “Lung to Lung” panel on the 
state of tobacco use in NYC’s most pop-
ulous borough.

The Great American Smokeout, an 
event created by the American Can-

cer Society, is held annually on the 
third Thursday of November and is ob-
served nationwide.

St. Francis College [Address: 180 
Remsen St., between Court and Clin-
ton streets in Brooklyn Heights; (718) 
489–5200]

BOROUGH WIDE

Who loves you, baby?
BrooklynGives does — The  Giv-

ing Tuesday campaign has raised 
over $360,000 in just 24 hours. Wow-
wee-Kazowee!

The fi ve non-profi ts selected for 
the coming Spark Prize will be an-
nounced in early January. Each will 
receive a “no strings attached” grant 
of $100,000 and will be honored at the 
Spark Prize Celebration breakfast 

on Feb. 8.

Special thanks go to #Brooklyn-
Gives sponsors TD Bank, National 

Grid, the Borough President’s Of-

fi ce, and the Brooklyn Chamber of 

Commerce—especially the Young 

BK Professionals. 

Brooklyn Community Foundation 
[1000 Dean St. at Bergen Street in Pros-
pect Heights; www.BrooklynCommuni-
tyFoundation.org]

What a gift!
The Walentas Family Founda-

tion announced the recipients of this 
year’s Neighborhood School Grants. 
Local schools will receive a total 
of $350,000 in grant funding to sup-
port diverse initiatives for students 

in grades K–12. “The Neighborhood 
School Grants program amplifi es the 
creativity, vision, and energy of the 
school community, ” said Jed Walen-

tas, CEO of Two Trees Management 

Company.
The schools that received Neigh-

borhood School Grants include:
PS 282 Music Program, Park Slope; 

Academy of Arts & Letters, Fort 
Greene-Clinton Hill; Achievement 
First Brooklyn High School, Crown 
Heights; Brooklyn Community Arts 
& Media High School (BCAM) Clin-
ton Hil-Bedford Stuyvesant;Brooklyn 
High School for Leadership and Com-
munity Service, Clinton Hill; The 
Brooklyn Latin School, Bushwick; 
P373K The Brooklyn Transition Cen-
ter Dance Ability Studio, Williams-
burg; PS 23 Carter G Woodson Ele-
mentary School, Bedford Stuyvesant; 
Compass Charter School, Fort Greene; 
MS 577 Conselyea Preparatory School, 
Williamsburg; PS 132 The Conselyea 
School, Williamsburg; IS 318 Eugenio 
Maria De Hostos School, Williams-
burg; PS 257 John F. Hylan Elemen-

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Raise a couple of pints for the stu-
dents and staff at St. Edmund Pre-

paratory High School.

St. Edmund hosted its annual 
Fall blood drive on Nov. 22, which 
was coordinated by Kathy De-

Mello, RN, the school’s nurse.
Students, alumni, faculty and 

staff rolled up their sleeves and 
gave, gave and gave some more. By 

the end of the day over 127 units of 
the red stuff was collected, which 
will be used to save 381 lives.

“I am so proud of our current 
students and of those who returned 
to the school to donate,” said Nurse 
DeMello. She added, “These young 
men and women who are willing 
help others are the true heroes.”

St. Edmund Preparatory High 
School [2474 Ocean Ave. at Avenue T 
in Sheepshead Bay; (718) 743–6100]

When smoke doesn’t get in your lungs

Giving in the blood at St. Edmund

tary School, Williamsburg; PS 56 
Lewis H. Latimer Elementary School, 
Clinton Hill; PS 44 Marcus Garvey El-
ementary, Bedford Stuyvesant; The 
Monitor School, Greenpoint; Park 
Place Community Middle School. 
Bedford Stuyvesant; PS 11 Purvis J 
Behan Elementary, Clinton Hill; PS 
9 Teunis G Bergen Elementary, Pros-
pect Heights; Urban Dove Team Char-
ter High School, Bedford Stuyvesant; 
and Williamsburg Early Childhood 
Center, Williamsburg.

twotreesny.com/neighborhood-
school-grants-recipients.

MIDWOOD

On the road to Rhodes
Kudos to Borough daughter 

Thamara Jean. The Hunter 

College co-ed was awarded the 
prestigious Rhodes Scholar-

ship, which is given to only 32 
students in the United States, and 
the fi rst Hunter student to ever 
receive it. 

Thamara is the daughter of 
Haitian immigrants. She gradu-
ated from Edward R. Murrow 
High School, is active in her com-
munity, and a Macaulay honors 
student at Hunter.

“Thamara Jean is an amaz-
ing story,” said Hunter president 
Jennifer Raab. “She is an ex-
traordinary young scholar and 
activist who will make her mark 
as a public intellectual. She rep-
resents Hunter’s commitment 
to making the American Dream 
come true.” 

Thamara said, “The Rhodes 
Scholarship means a great deal 
to me and my whole family.  Both 
my parents are immigrants from 
Haiti and seeing their kids accom-
plish so much just reaffi rms why 
they came to this country in the 
fi rst place. Also, being the fi rst 
from Hunter to win is meaning-
ful because I can play an impor-
tant part in establishing a path 
for students who, before now, may 
never even have considered pur-
suing an opportunity like this.”

Thamara will receive full ex-
penses for two or three years of 
study at the University of Ox-

ford in England, where she will 
enter in October of 2018 and study 
Political Theory.

CHEERS!: School Nurse Kathy DeMello (in the printed shirt) is surrounded by students 
and alumni who generously donated blood at the annual St. Edmund Blood Drive on 
Nov. 22.  Joanna DelBuono
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1942_PG1_12-8-17

Sale
Dates

Dec
Fri.

8
Sat.

9
Dec

Sun.

10
Dec

Mon.

11
Dec

Tues

12
Dec

Wed

13
Dec

Thurs.

14
Dec

WIC - EBT - FOOD STAMPS

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:FOOD UNIVERSE 1942

2424 FLATBUSH AVE. BROOKLYN, NY 11234
718-758-1289

FREE
DELIVERY

STORE HOURS

7:00AM - 12:00AM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

7:00AM - 9:00PM

MONDAY - FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

ATM
PARKING LOT

PHONE ORDERS

2/$7

Entenmann’s
Full Line
Sale!

t ’EE t ’

6.8-26.5 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
(Excludes: Single Serve, Pies & Any Items 
Priced Over $6.99 Normal Retail)

$799

$799
Mazola
Oil

128 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

Key Food or
Urban Meadow 
Rice

20 Lb Bag 
Long Grain White

YOUR
CHOICE!

192 Fl Oz Pkg ... 16 Oz Btls
Assorted Drinks or

Snapple
Iced Tea
12 Pack

$699 3/$3

3/$3
18-19 Oz Can
Assorted

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 3.

With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 3.

Progresso
Vegetable
Classics
Soup

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

Bumble Bee
Solid White
Tuna

Xtra
Laundry
Detergent

100 Fl Oz Btl
Classic: Tropical Fresh or
Mountain Fresh

2/$5
2/$4

8 Giant Roll Pack
White: Regular or Select A Size

With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 2. 

g

Bounty 
Paper
Towels

17-21 Ct Pkg ... Bio-Enzyme, 
Fresh Scent With Oxi or 
Oxi Triple Chamber 
Ultra Power Paks or
43.75-50 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted43.75 50 Fl Oz Cont ... AAssorted

Arm & Hammer
Laundry
Detergent

3/$10

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Poland Spring
Water
24 Pack

E
F
S

E

6
(
PP
(Sparkling Ice

Drinks

12-17 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

5/$5

4.4-10.5 Oz Pkg
Assorted

5/$10

AssAsAs orted

Smart Ones
Full Line
Sale!

$999

144 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer

Coors or
Miller
12 Pack

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Family Pack
3 Lbs or More

YOUR
CHOICE!

$699lb.

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In ... T-Bone or

Porterhouse
Steaks

Family Pack
3 Lbs or More

Boneless

Center Cut
Pork
Chops

FamFFF il
3 Lbs

$299lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Grade A Fresh

Perdue 
Chicken
Drumsticks
or Thighs

Jumbo Pack99¢lb.

Luigi Vitelli
Imported
Pasta

LLLL iiii iiii VVVVit llii Vit lli

12-16 Oz Pkg
Bow Ties, Fideos or
Assorted

5/$4

K
U
R

2
LGreen Giant

Vegetables
GGG Gi tGi t
14.5-15.25 Oz Can
Assorted

3/$2

Stove Top
Stu��ng
Mix

StSSt
6 Oz Box
Assorted

2/$3

$299
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

Breyers
Ice Cream

1.5 Qt Cont
Assorted Dairy Desserts or

$1299

mit 1 Offer.erit 1

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers. 

20 Roll Pack ... 1000 Sheets or
30 Roll Pack ... Extra Soft

24 Double Roll Pack
Ultra Care

30 R3030 oll PackPa  ... Extrra Soft

Scott
Bath Tissue or

Cottonelle
Bath Tissue

hase Limit 2 Offers

 $12.99
- $2.00

Sale Price
Club Card 
Savings

With Cl b C d &d & Add’l $10 P

$1099Final Price

YOUR
CHOICE!

YOUR
CHOICE!

 $12.99
- $3.00

Sale Price
Club Card 
Savings

2
3

2
U

33

SS
B

C$12 99

Buy 2 and Save 
$3 OFF 

Each Pack.
With Club Card &

Add’l $10 Purchase.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

$99999Final Price

Traditional or Flavored

Tyson
Rotisserie
Chicken

ea.ea.
$599

Terranova
Bastone
Bread

AssortedPerdue
Turkey
Breast

$599lb. Sliced To Order

P
T
B

King’s Hawaiian
Rolls

$149

4.4 Oz Pkg ... 4 PackBeechwood Smoked

4
AAA

SS
F
S

Talenti
Gelato

16 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted Sorbetto or

3/$1000 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.

Must Buy 3.

2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

10.07-15.35 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Nabisco
Oreo
Cookies

W

8
W

BB
P
T

Stella D’oro
Cookies
St llll DDDDD’’

4.9-12 Oz Pkg
Assorted Breadsticks, 
Toast, Sponge or

2/$4

$179
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

64 Fl Oz Btl ... Natural or Clear
(Excludes: Sesame Street))

Apple & Eve
Apple
Juice

$299
With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers. 

10.3-11.3 Oz Cont ... Assorted
(Excludes: Organic & Decaf)(Ex(( cludes: Organic c & D

Chock
full o’nuts
Coffee

2/$5

59 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
Fit & Delicious or Regular

Florida’s 
Natural
Juice

1
(((

CC
f
C

Chobani
Flips or
Greek 
Yogurt

ChCChChChCh bbbbb
5.3 Oz Cont
Assorted 

10/$10
MIX &

MATCH!

5
I

B
S
T

Thomas’
Bagels
Th ’
19-20 Oz Pkg ... 6 Pack
Assorted

3/$10

3/$6 2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 3. With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 2.

� 12.2 Oz Regular Fruit Loops
� 12.2 Oz Apple Jacks
� 12.5 Oz Corn Pops 
� 15 Oz Frosted Flakes

� 12.2 Oz Cinnamon Toast Crunch
� 11.6 Oz French Toast Crunch
� 11.8 Oz Original Cocoa Puffs
� 12 Oz Original Cheerios
� 11.25 Oz Cookie Crisp

Kellogg’s
Cereal

pppp

General Mills
Cereal

1
A

S
I
1

Quaker
Hominy
Grits

24 Oz Cont
Quick or Old Fashioned

3/$4 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.

Must Buy 3.

�
�
�
�
�

GG
C

Ocean Spray
Cranberry
Juice
Cocktail

O SS

64 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
(Excludes: 100% Juice)

2/$4 With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers.

Must Buy 2.

$399

23.2-29.6 Oz Box
Assorted

Eggo
Waf�es

y 2

MIX &
MATCH!

64
(E(

AA
A
J$599

� Donut House or

� Eight O’Clock
  K-Cup
  Coffee

� DDDDDonut HHouse or

12 Ct Box ... Extra Bold:
Regular or Decaf
�  DonDonnut ut ut HH

EiEi ht OO’
Assorted

With Club Card. 
Limit 3 Offers. 

dub Card

YOUR
CHOICE!

M
O

1
C

WW

Campbell’s
Tomato
Soup

C b ll’

10.75 Oz Can
Regular Chicken Noodle or

5/$4 With Club Card.
Limit 4 Offers.

Must Buy 5.

Buy 3 Poland Spring
24 or 28 Packs & 

Receive 1 Poland Spring
Sparkling Water 6 Pack

For FREE!
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

$299lb. Sliced To Order

Yellow or White

Key Food
American

T

T
R
C

Parmgiano
Reggiano

$999

P i

Cheese of  the Month!
Store Cut ... Imported

99
Sold By The Piece

$$$
lb.

USDA Government Inspected
Fresh

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

FFFFFamillililily Pa
3 Lbs or 

$199lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

USDA Choice Beef
Shoulder or

Top Round
London
Broil

$299lb.

G

C
Center Cut
Pork
Loin

CC t C t

Sold As Roast Only
Whole ... Boneless

$199$$$$$$$$111lb.

$799lb. Sliced To Order

Boar’s Head
SmokeMaster
Black Forest
Ham

2/$3

Hass
Avocados

$199 4/$5

Fresh
Blackberries
F h
6 Oz Cont

$199

Fresh
Carrots
F hhhhh
5 Lb Bag

$199

99

Jumbo
Cantaloupes

2/$5

Dole
Salads

5-12 Oz Bag ... 50-50 Blend, Arugula, American,
Baby Spinach, Butter Bliss, Field Greens,
Hearts of  Romaine, Italian, Premium Romaine,
Mediterranean, Spring Mix or Very Veggie or
Regular or Light Caesar Kits

MIX &
MATCH!

Romaine
Hearts

$199

3 Count Bag
California

Honeydew
Melons

2/$5

2

NatureSweet
Cherubs
N t S t

10.5 Oz Cont
Heavenly Salad Tomatoes

$299

Tropical
Mangos

4/$5

Beefsteak
Tomatoes
B f
Large

$199$$$$$$$$$$11111111111111111111111111111lb.

$299

Fresh
Blueberries or

Raspberries

6 Oz Cont

YOUR
CHOICE!

8 Oz Pkg
Whole Baby Button or
Whole or Sliced Baby Bella

Fresh

29¢lb.

Giorgio
Mushrooms

MIX &
MATCH!

$

Green or
Yellow
Squash

G
Fresh

99¢9999999999¢¢¢¢¢¢¢lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Leafy
Green

Cabbage

ea.

4 Lb Bag

$299

Navel
Oranges

$

Tropicana
Mandarins
T i
3 Lb Bag
Easy Peel

$499

1
A

L

P
V
C
S

Tostitos
Tortilla
Chips or

TTTTTTos itittittittittitoss
9-13 Oz Bag  ... Assorted

2/$5
Salsa

pp

S lS l
15.5 Oz Jar  ... Assorted

1
F
O
U
44

A
L
DD

W

Heineken or 
Corona
6 Pack

72 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer

$89999 Plus Deposit
Where Applicable.

1

O

44

A

r
erer

rr YOUR
CHOICE!

Victory Sweet Shop
Greek
Cookies

VicViViViViVi ttttttor SSSSSy Sweet St St St St St Shho

1 Lb Pkg ... Kourabie,
Melomakarona or
Classic Koulourakia

$950

$950

1 Lb Pkg
Assorted

400 Gram Pkg
Hazelnut

Victory
Sweet Shop
Baklava

Bravo
Coffee
B
1 Lb Bag

$899

$999

Papadopoulos
Caprice
Wafers

330 Gram Pkg
Assorted

P

Five Roses
Flour
Fi RR
5.5 Lb Bag

$549

2/$5

Kras
Napolitanke
Wafers

850 Gram Pkg
Assorted

95-110 Gram Pkg
Assorted

W

9
A

Apollo
Filo
Dough

AA lll
16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$399

$999

Filosophy
Spiral
Pie

uy 2. 

Kinder
Joy
Chocolate
Eggs

Ki dd
20 Gram Pkg

gg

$199

$199

Milka
Chocolate

Ye

K
A

Apple
Pie

$399
AA l

24 Oz Pkg ... 8” Baked
Apple Crumb or
Regular or No Sugar Added

YOUR 
CHOICE!

Baked & Delivered
Fresh Daily From
Arthur Avenue In

The Bronx!

W

2
A

E
W

Red Baron
Brick Oven
Pizza

R d B
17.82-23.45 Oz Pkg
Assorted Classic or

2/$7



MAX



MAX


