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BY COLIN MIXSON
It was a celebration of their 
service.

Hundreds of local legal 
eagles wined and dined at 
a Downtown hotel on Mon-
day during a swanky din-
ner and awards ceremony 
where there was not a 
strange face in the house, 

according to a host.
“We had like 850 peo-

ple and they all knew each 
other,” said Aimee Richter, 
president of the Brooklyn 
Bar Association. “It was a 
fantastic evening.”

The attorneys and no-
table guests including 
Kings County Democratic 

Party boss Frank Sed-
dio and District Attorney 
Eric Gonzalez began their 
night sipping drinks dur-
ing a top-shelf cocktail 
hour, before they — along 
with the lawyers’ families 
and associates from other 
bar associations and lo-

BY COLIN MIXSON
The battle over this military 
structure is heading to court.

A group of pro-bono legal ea-
gles sued the city over its contro-
versial scheme to redevelop the 
Bedford-Union Armory, fi ling 
suit in state Supreme Court the 
day before Council voted to ap-
prove the plan on Nov. 30.

Attorneys at the Legal Aid 
Society allege the DeBlasio Ad-
ministration is clueless to the 
negative effects that the project’s 
massive amount of market-rate 
apartments will have on Crown 
Heights residents because of a 
fl awed environmental-review 
process for the development and 
other building proposals city-
wide.

“The city’s methodology not 
only puts Crown Heights tenants 
at risk, but others barely making 
rent in every borough,” said Ju-
dith Goldiner, the lead Legal Aid 
lawyer on the armory suit.

Hizzoner’s hotly contested pro-
posal to lease the publicly owned 
military structure at 1579 Bed-
ford Ave. to developer BFC Part-
ners survived its months-long 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Brooklyn’s top prosecutor 
charged Mill Basin twins 
with allegedly murdering 
their roommate,  35-year-
old Carmine Carini Jr., 
whose tarp-wrapped body 
later washed up in the Mill 
Basin marina on Sept. 2.  

It was a heinous mur-
der, and the two deserve 

to be behind bars, said the 
District Attorney. 

“This brutal murder 
and the calculated disposal 
of the body are truly dis-
turbing,” said Eric Gonza-
lez. “We will now seek to 
hold them responsible for 
what they did.”

The 36-year-old broth-

Continued on page 16

Continued on page 18Continued on page 18

Boozy hatchet 
hurling range to 
open in Gowanus

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This place is literally 
Kick Axe!

Hurl a hatchet into 
a wooden bullseye at 
the city’s fi rst-ever 
axe throwing range — 
Kick Axe — in Gow-
anus, when it opens its 
doors on Dec. 15. The 
Pennsylvania-based 
owners gave the un-
conventional sport a 
try in their hometown, 

and knew it would be 
the perfect ax-perimen-
tal entertainment ad-
dition to hip Brooklyn, 
said Ginger Flesher-
Sonnier, who co-owns 
the Degraw Street lodge 
with her husband, along 
with another soon-to-
open range in Washing-
ton, DC, and multiple 
escape rooms. 

“We thought it would 
Continued on page 16

LET IT RIP: One ax-pert shows how it’s done at Kick Axe in Gowanus, set to open on Dec. 15.  
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

ABOVE THE BAR: Hon. Nancy 
T. Sunshine with Community 
News Group publisher Cliff 
Luster at the Brooklyn Bar 
Association gala on Dec. 4.

HE’S AXE-ING 
FOR TROUBLE

Locals up in 
arms over 

armory

Exalting legal eaglesBlood brothers 
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   Mountings 

  Wedding Bands
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The city needs to make the 
Shore Road and Gravesend 
Bay promenades safer for 
pedestrians by installing 
guard rails along an un-
protected stretch of the Belt 
Parkway that runs parallel 
to the walkways, according 
to community leaders and 
local pols.

The guard rails are 
needed along the parkway’s 
eastbound lanes, between 
exits four and fi ve — from 
Bay Eighth Street to Bay 
Parkway — to better protect 
locals enjoying the green 
space, Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island) 
said in a statement. 

“Many local residents 
and visitors alike frequent 
the promenade and Shore 
Parkway Greenway along 
the Belt Parkway for recre-
ational activities including 
cycling, jogging, fi shing, 
or leisurely walks along 
Gravesend Bay,” said Trey-
ger. “We need to protect the 
safety of pedestrians and 
cyclists.”

Treyger, along with 
Councilman Vincent Gen-
tile (D–Bay Ridge), sent a 
letter to the Department of 
Transportation on Nov. 28 
asking the city to install the 
guardrails along the 1.15-
mile stretch of the parkway 
— a proposal that Commu-
nity Board 11 unanimously 
endorsed at its Nov. 9 board 
meeting. Guardrails are 
currently in place to sepa-
rate the promenade from 
the thoroughfare along the 

strip west of Bay 8th Street, 
but there are no protections 
for the part that runs east to 
Bay Parkway. 

In his statement, Coun-
cilman Gentile said that 
while perfect safety is im-
possible, the guard rails 
represent a simple but 
important protection for 
Southern Brooklynites. 

“While we must continue 
to live in an open and free 
society, we must also take 
basic, yet vitally important 
steps to safeguard innocent 
civilians,” Gentile said. “We 
must ensure that we are do-
ing all that we can to en-
hance safety in our public 
spaces, and the installation 
of these guardrails will do 
that.”

The councilmen cited 
in their statement the  Oct. 
31 Manhattan truck attack 
that killed eight and in-
jured 11 , along with the  ap-
parent suicide-by-car off of 
the American Veterans Me-

morial Pier in Bay Ridge on 
Nov. 7 , an incident which 
also prompted  calls from 
locals for the city to bet-
ter protect that pedestrian 
space .

Last month, Councilman 
Treyger, along with Coun-
cilman Chaim Deutsch 
(D–Sheepshead Bay), also 
called on the mayor’s offi ce 
and the parks and police 
departments to  install bol-
lards along Coney Island’s 
Riegelmann Boardwalk , a 
proposal the Parks Depart-
ment  confi rmed last week 
that it is studying in con-
junction with the Police De-
partment . 

The Department of 
Transportation is review-
ing the letter, a spokes-
woman said, but the agency 
directed all questions to the 
police department.

The district manager 
from Community Board 
11 could not be reached for 
comment.

UNGUARDED: Local pols are calling for the city to install a guardrail protecting the waterfront prom-
enade from the eastbound lanes of the Belt Parkway between Bay 8th Street and Bay Parkway. 
  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Going on the rails!
Pols demand guard rails on promenades
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EN GARDE!: Councilman Mark Treyger (left) and Councilman Vin-
cent Gentile (right) say the city needs to install guard rails along a 
1.15-mile stretch of the Belt Parkway to protect people on parallel 
promenades.
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
The Double D is getting a double!

The Feds promised to build a 
temporary watering hole in Gow-
anus  before draining and demol-
ishing the nabe’s beloved Double D 
pool  in order to remove toxic waste 
that a former gas plant left buried 
beneath the recreation area, lead-
ers of the Gowanus Canal cleanup 
announced.

“We won’t allow that to happen 
until a replacement pool is built, 
and nothing will happen at the 
park until the temporary pool is 
up and operating,” Environmental 
Protection Agency honcho Walter 
Mugdan said at a Nov. 16 meeting 
about scrubbing the Superfund 
site.

But agency offi cials could not 
confi rm where the new pool will go 
or when, exactly, it will be built.

Utility company National Grid, 
under supervision of the federal 
agency, must dig up the sludge 
below the public watering hole in 
Gowanus’s Thomas Greene Play-
ground as  one of the polluters re-
quired to fund the cleanup of the 
fetid waterway and its surround-
ing banks .

The utility provider — which 
owned the gas plant that formerly 
occupied the parkland — must 
also replace the Double D once 
the ground beneath it is purged of 
toxins, and Mugdan said the city 
could kick in some dough towards 
the restoration in order to build an 
even better facility than before.

“The obligation then is to pro-
vide the city with a replacement of 
the same kind as what was there,” 
he said. “It would be silly not to 
take that wonderful opportunity 
to improve the facilities that are 
there for the community.” 

Environmental Protection 
Agency honchos wanted to use the 
site of the exhumed Double D as 
the permanent storage space for 
two several-million-gallon sewage 
tanks — which will hold raw waste 
and storm water so neither fl oods 
the canal when it rains — claiming 
the pool needed to be removed any-
way in order to extract the muck 
underneath it and that fi lling the 
ditch with the tanks would kill two 
birds with one stone.

But locals  slammed the pro-
posal , charging that  neighborhood 
youngsters would have nowhere 
else to take a dip during the sum-
mer months  and demanding the 
federal agency park its sewage-
packed cisterns elsewhere than 
the city park.

The Feds ultimately gave the 
city the authority to choose where 
the four and eight-million-gallon 
waste tanks should go, and the lo-
cal lawmakers acquiesced to resi-
dents’ demands and proposed seiz-
ing private land on Nevins and 
Butler streets along the canal to 
house the underground vessels.

City offi cials claimed this solu-
tion, which Community Board 6 
voted to approve last month, would 
only require the pool to close for 
as long as it takes to scrub the 
park clean, as opposed to shutter-
ing for the entire duration of the 
cleanup, which they said could 
take as long as a decade, accord-
ing to Mugdan. 

“This part of the park has to 
be dug out anyway, but the city 
of New York had reasons — quite 
strong reasons — why it didn’t do 
that,” he said. “And quite a number 
of you in the community also said, 
‘It’s one thing to lose our pool for 
two, three, maybe four years, but 
to lose it for eight to 10 years is no 
good.”

But if the city — which kicked-
off its attempt to use eminent do-
main to seize the canal-adjacent 
land with a Nov. 27 public hearing 

as part of the Uniformed Land Use 
Review Process — can’t acquire 
the parcels by 2020, the Feds will 
move forward with installing the 
tanks in the Double D’s grave any-
way.

And conducting a lengthy and 
expensive process to get the pri-
vate properties — which could cost 
taxpayers as much as $70 million, 
 Crain’s reported  — for the sake of 
keeping the pool at its original site 
seems ludicrous, especially when 
the amenity is only used for a few 
months each year, according to a 
Gowanus resident who spoke at the 
hearing.

“We are told that we are sup-
posed to buy into this other alter-
native site merely because of the 
environmental injustice of our 
neighbors, my neighbors, losing 
the use of the swimming pool,” 
said Marlene Donnelly, a mem-
ber of Friends and Residents Of 
Greater Gowanus. “Let’s put our 
money in sewage infrastructure, 
not land acquisition.”

The beep will next weigh in on 
the land-seizure proposal, followed 
by the Department of City Plan-
ning and then Council before it 
lands on Mayor DeBlasio’s desk.

DUPLICATING THE DOUBLE D: Environmental Protection Agency offi cials prom-
ised to create a temporary replacement for Gowanus’s beloved watering hole while 
it is out of commission during the federally mandated cleanup of the neighbor-
hood’s namesake canal. File photo by Jason Speakman

PROBLEM PATHWAY: Locals may have to sacrifi ce street parking in order 
for the city to pay to repave this dangerous brick sidewalk. 
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Falls yield tough call
BY COLIN MIXSON

To walk, or to park: that is the 
question.

Owners of property along a 
stretch of Prospect Park West 
in Windsor Terrace may have 
to sacrifi ce street parking in 
order to repair  a brick side-
walk that locals continue to 
stumble and injure themselves 
on , according to a leader of the 
Department of Transporta-
tion.

The agency’s borough 
commissioner Keith Bray an-
nounced the Sophie’s Choice 
to a crowd of residents and 
business owners during a pub-
lic meeting on Nov. 28, claim-
ing that in order for the city to 
fund repaving the dangerous 
walkway that runs from Bar-
tel Pritchard Square to 18th 
Street, any project would have 
to include traffi c-safety im-
provements in the form of side-
walk extensions that would 
gobble up parking and narrow 
the roadway near intersections 
— a compromise that some lo-
cals called a no-brainer.

“For the good of the com-
munity, if it’s between a park-
ing space or a person being 
crippled or killed by a fall, I 
would vote to give up parking 
spaces,” said Don Kent, who 
owns a building on Windsor 
Place a few doors down from 
Prospect Park West.

Workers installed the brick 
sidewalk in 1987 and residents 
strolled it without issue for 
about a decade, said area prop-
erty-owner Scott Nagel, who 
ran the Prospect Park West 
Merchants Association when 
the masonry was fi rst laid.

The path eventually fell into 
disrepair, but proved far more 
diffi cult to maintain than its 
concrete counterparts, accord-
ing to the local, who estimated 
he spends an average of $200 
per year repairing the bricks 
outside his building — as op-

posed to an average of $400 
per decade that he guessed he 
would pay for upkeep of con-
crete.

Another Prospect Park 
West property owner, Mau-
reen Pynn, claimed fi xing ma-
sonry that was dislodged by 
a tree outside her lot cost her 
$3,000 last year alone.

And even with regular 
maintenance, the sidewalk’s 
bricks remain a constant haz-
ard to pedestrians — espe-
cially seniors — many of whom 
suffered nasty falls over the 
years, according to Kent, who 
said his 75-year-old neighbor 
got fi ve stitches after taking a 
spill and that he met a younger 
man who broke his knee trip-
ping over a loose block.

But not all locals welcomed 
Bray’s solution requiring the 
installation of sidewalk exten-
sions known as bump-outs.

Nagel said he’d rather get a 
group of fellow property own-
ers to fund repaving the walk-
way, or fi nd another fi x that 
doesn’t sacrifi ce parking.

“It’s a great idea to ask 
the city for money, but that 
the bump-outs are probably 
a very bad idea,” he said. “I’d 
be happy to chip in 50–50 to fi x 
the whole thing.”

And Pynn said that if of-
fi cials restrict the number of 
extensions per block to one or 
two, residents might be more 
amenable to installing them. 

“We’d probably want the 
bare minimum, because park-
ing is such a big issue,” she 
said. “Why would we give up 
two spaces when you can give 
up half a space.”

The meeting’s organizer, 
Assemblyman Robert Carroll 
(D–Park Slope), promised to 
arrange more sessions to dis-
cuss the issue, at which transit 
agency reps would be expected 
to present a more specifi c thor-
oughfare-refurbishment plan.

Short-term splash
Feds will build stand-in for Gowanus pool during canal cleanup 

City may cut parking to fi x Terrace sidewalk
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at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 
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WE SPEAK
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A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.
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 Brooklyn, NY 11223
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Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a refi nery redefi ned.

A developer will transform the old Dom-
ino Sugar factory’s landmarked refi nery 
building into a futuristic glass-and-brick of-
fi ce space following the Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission’s Nov. 28 vote to approve 
the design.

The greenlit proposal — which a new 
architect created after the building’s own-
ers scrapped the fi rst landmarks-approved 
makeover — is a sweet way to preserve 
the waterfront structure’s heritage while 
turning it into a contemporary workspace, 
according to a leader of the project.

“The new plan is better for everyone,” 
said David Lombino, who works for devel-
oper Two Trees, which is overseeing the 
conversion. “It honors and highlights the 
landmark; provides a fl exible, modern, and 
totally unique offi ce experience; and wel-
comes the public to enjoy this great piece of 
New York’s history.”

Honchos at the Brooklyn-based real-es-
tate company in October tapped architect 
Vishaan Chakrabarti from Practice for Ar-
chitecture and Urbanism to makeover the 
19th-century Kent Avenue structure that 
once churned out Domino’s sweet stuff. 

His design calls for creating a glass-
encased offi ce space with a barrel-vaulted 
roof that is surrounded by the refi nery’s 
outer walls and set back from the brick 
exterior, allowing sunlight and air to fl ow 
freely between the building’s old and new 
components, according to information 
from the developer. It will also include a 
courtyard and ground-fl oor space for to-be-
announced restaurants and shops, as well 
as public bathrooms.

The architect’s predecessor proposed a 
similar concept — a glass-enclosed offi ce 
within the refi nery’s current exterior — 
but the crystalline workspace in that ver-
sion butted against the brick walls, instead 
of being set back from them. Landmarks 
commission members approved that plan in 

2014, but the developer ultimately decided to 
scrap it out of fear it would result in a dark, 
unwelcoming space that could drive tenants 
away, according to a  New York Magazine re-
port . 

Chakrabarti fi rst presented his design 
to the landmarks agency in late October, 
but commissioners tabled their vote and 
told him to come back with more specifi c 
details about how he would protect the 
brick facade, construct the glass vault, and 
maintain the industrial feel of the build-
ing’s masonry openings. 

The architect seemed to win the pres-
ervationists over the second time around, 
however, because they voted eight to one to 
approve his proposal.

And as promised, the iconic Domino 
Sugar sign,  which workers ripped from 
the exterior of the landmarked building in 
2014 , will be placed atop it once construc-
tion wraps, according to a rep for the devel-
oper, who could not confi rm a completion 
date although previous reports claimed 
work will wrap around 2020. 

The refi nery sits in the middle of the old 
Domino Sugar factory site that Two Trees 
is transforming in its mega-development 
project, which will include a total of fi ve 
residential and commercial buildings and a 
park on the sprawling parcel at the edge of 
the East River.

NEW LIFE: The city approved developer Two Trees’s plan to transform the landmarked Domino Sugar 
refi nery into offi ce space on Nov. 28. Practice for Architecture and Urbanism

A sweet second act!
City okays new redesign of landmarked Domino site

CRYSTAL CLEAR: The developer’s proposal calls 
for building glass-encased offi ces inside the fac-
tory, which will retain its original brick facade. 
 Practice for Architecture and Urbanism
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40 lbs gone
in 40 days!

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s tree-son! 

City offi cials fi bbed to advance 
their  controversial redesign for 
a section of Fort Greene Park  
when they claimed that dozens 
of meadow trees destined for the 
hatchet are sick and near-death, 
because most of the green things 
are actually young and in prime 
health, according to some locals 
who cited a report from city-hired 
arborists.

“It indicates that, contrary to 
what our people were told along 
the way, poor health of trees was 
a very minor issue,” said Michael 
Gruen, an attorney representing 
Friends of Fort Greene Park, a 
group that opposes the makeover.

The  Landmarks Preservation 
Commission green-lit the polariz-
ing changes last month  following 
the project’s September approval 
by Community Board 2, which 
cleared the way for the Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation to 
break ground on it in 2019.

The agency, as part of its “Parks 
Without Borders Program,” plans 

to make Fort Greene Park’s entry 
at Myrtle Avenue and St. Edwards 
Street more welcoming to patrons 
by turning it into a grand corner 
entrance that leads to the Prison 
Ship Martyrs Monument, which 
requires  leveling some hilly 
mounds , creating a paved walk-
way to the memorial, and cutting 
down trees.

Parks department honchos 
told locals  during the several-
month planning process  that the 
green things chosen for removal 
wouldn’t survive for much longer. 
But the agency’s forestry report — 
a survey of all 129 trees currently 
growing where the redesign would 
occur that Friends of Fort Greene 
Park received via a Freedom of In-
formation Act request and shared 
with this newspaper — shows that 
many of the trees deemed old and 
ill were anything but, according 
to Gruen.

“They were told that approxi-
mately 50 trees were sick or bad 
in age, would die in a few years, 
and had to be removed,” he said. 
“Removing these trees had noth-

ing to do with their health or 
age.”

Offi cials plan to axe 49 of the 
129 trees near that corner of the 
park, 26 of which are large Nor-
way maples — green things classi-
fi ed as invasive by the city, which 
added the species to its  “do not 
plant list”  in 2006 — according to 
information from the report and 
parks department.

Foresters initially pegged the 
maples as young and healthy af-
ter a visual assessment of their 
condition and size, according to a 
parks department spokeswoman, 
who said the agency later learned 
the trees were likely added in the 
early 1970s when they were be-
tween fi ve and 10-years-old and 
claimed they are “certainly not 
young trees.”

But a 10-year-old Norway ma-
ple planted in 1970 would be 57, 
which is only one third of the spe-
cies’ lifespan, according to  data 
from the State University of New 
York .

The agency will also cut down 
around 23 non-maple trees in the 

area — including some London 
planes, honey locusts, and zelko-
vas — only nine of which are sick, 
according to the forestry report. 
The rest, including all nine honey 
locusts standing at the corner be-
ing made over, are being felled to 
accommodate the new design, the 
document says. 

Workers will replace most of 
the uprooted green things with 
saplings from the much smaller 
caliper species, which is about 
three-to-fi ve inches in diameter 
as opposed to the Norway maple’s 
heftier 10-to-13 inch girth, the 

parks-department spokeswoman 
said.

Friends of Fort Greene Park 
members hired an independent 
arborist from Glaeser Horticul-
tural Consulting to review the 
vitality of the to-be-felled trees, 
and that investigation showed 
the green things are young and 
in good health, though it did note 
that a handful of maple trees suf-
fer from minor root problems that 
could be corrected without cut-
ting them down.

Residents’ outcry over the 
trees getting the axe led some city 
offi cials to question the plan, with 
one demanding the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission rescind 
its approval of the makeover until 
the city truly reviews the environ-
mental impacts of removing the 
green things and other aspects 
of the redesign, including level-
ing the grassy mounds and cover-
ing absorbent grass with a paved 
path.

“I believe that the city has not 
done its due process, and that the 
redesign dulls the environmen-
tally resilient features that the 
park currently provides, such as 
mitigating storm water runoff,” 
Public Advocate Letitia James 
penned in a Nov. 27 letter to the 
commission. “The city has not 
done the proper environmental 
review.”

Cut down in their prime
Report: Dozens of healthy trees will go in Ft. Greene Park redesign

GETTING THE AXE: Nine healthy hon-
ey-locust trees in Fort Greene Park will 
be cut down by the city.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
They don’t have a prayer.

The leader of a Kensington 
mosque stole more than $300,000 
from members before storming 
the Islamic center with hired 
guards last month and barring 
worshippers from daily prayers, 
congregants claimed at a Dec. 1 
protest outside the local religious 
institution.

“He’s a wolf in sheep’s cloth-
ing,” said Maruf Alam, who wor-
ships at Masjid Nur al-Islam. 
“This guy came in with a private 
security force and changed the 
locks.”

A large crowd of parishio-
ners and reps from other local 
Islamic-faith-based centers ral-
lied outside the Church Avenue 
mosque between Chester Avenue 
and Story Street eight days after 
Imam Gauhar Ahmed and his pri-
vate security allegedly seized the 
building and prohibited members 
from using it as a place for their 
fi ve-times-per-day prayers.

Worshippers shouting “He is 
a criminal” while carrying signs 
that declared “A thief can’t be 
a religious leader” at one point 
clashed with Imam Ahmed’s se-
curity during the demonstra-
tion, before protestors charged 
the imam with a laundry list of 
crimes he allegedly perpetrated 
against his hapless fl ock.

The congregants claimed their 
once-beloved religious leader 
turned against them sometime af-
ter the 2008 fi nancial crisis, when 
he started pushing a plan to ex-
pand the mosque as a scheme to 
collect members’ donations — 
which he actually spent on several 
Michigan properties for himself, 
according to another worshipper, 
who described the imam’s actions 
as crimes against Islam.

“This is not Islam. Islam 
is never stealing money,” said 
Khandaker Ahmed.

The parishioners said they 
fi led a lawsuit in Civil Supreme 
Court upon realizing their leader 

was ripping them off, but claimed 
that they ultimately decided to 
show him mercy, agreeing to drop 
the case on the condition he step 
down as the mosque’s head on 
Aug. 8, Alam said.

But after his legal troubles 
cleared, the imam fi led false docu-
ments with the city’s Department 
of Finance, parishioners claimed, 
and portrayed himself as the 
mosque’s current president in or-
der to gain ownership of the prop-
erty, which he then invaded with 
his security force on Thanksgiv-
ing day before changing its locks.

The religious leader’s coup dev-
astated local worshippers, accord-
ing to Alam, who called it “outra-
geous.”

“He portrayed himself as a 
spiritual leader and did this ma-
lefi cence to the community,” he 
said. “It took folks a while to un-
derstand it.”

Imam Ahmed adamantly de-
fended himself when reached for 
comment, claiming that the peo-
ple who rallied outside his mosque 
weren’t actually congregants, but 
a hodgepodge of protesters orga-
nized by a more radical group of 

Muslims on a mission to defame 
him and win over his parishio-
ners. 

“They’re not a part of our re-
ligious understanding,” he said. 
“They’re an extreme version of Is-
lam.”

Alam vehemently refuted 
the imam’s accusations of rad-
icalization, however, calling 
him “sick” for smearing an 
entire community in order to 

salvage his reputation. 
“That’s the card he’s playing, 

the radical card? You’re talk-
ing about hundreds of people 
and they’re radical, but you’re a 
saint?” he said. “When someone 
makes a comment like that, it’s 
sick.”

A Supreme Court judge actu-
ally granted a restraining order 
that Masjid Nur al-Islam hon-
chos fi led in 2015 against Imam 
Ahmed’s then-accusers — who 
included Khandaker Ahmed, as 
well as another speaker at the 
rally, Simon Mahmud, and 13 oth-
ers — which prevented them from 
acting as mosque leaders and ha-
rassing congregants.

The imam refuted his oppo-
nents’ claims on a point-by-point 
basis, beginning with the Michi-
gan purchases, which he said the 
mosque’s board of directors, ex-
ecutive board, and members ap-
proved, voting in favor of opening 
the out-of-state sister location to 
further the house of worship’s re-
ligious and charitable missions.  

And he admitted he agreed to 
step down in August if his crit-
ics dropped their lawsuit — even 
though he claimed the suit was 
frivolous and that his accusers ac-
tually blackmailed him into giv-
ing up his leadership position, al-
though he declined to say how.

But his critics did not keep 
their end of the bargain and fi led 
the suit, Imam Ahmed said, so he 
never abdicated from managing 
the mosque, and any allegations 
of a hostile takeover are just lies 
meant to besmirch him.

“They never withdrew the 
case, so I maintained manage-
ment of the property,” he said.

Imam Ahmed said he hired 
the guards he arrived with on 
Thanksgiving day to shoo away 
squatters who refused to leave 
the mosque, and that the build-
ing will be closed for daily prayer 
until around Christmas to accom-
modate plumbing repairs at the 
property.

FURIOUS FLOCK: Masjid Nur al-Islam 
parishioners and reps from other 
Islamic-faith-based groups rallied out-
side the Kensington mosque on Dec. 1 in 
protest of Imam Gauhar Ahmed (above), 
whom they claimed fradulently took 
over the house of worship and locked 
them out last month (right). 
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Kensington’s own Muslim ban
Imam seizes local mosque, bars congregants from praying, members claim
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour
Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 
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OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
It’s a home away from home for the 
holidays.

The fi fth-annual Old Time 
Grand Market returns this year, 
and is coming to Brooklyn for 
the fi rst time, at the Holy Family 
Church in Canarsie on Dec. 10. 
The formerly Queens-based festi-
val is a yearly event that boasts of 
recreating Caribbean-style holi-
day traditions to soothe the long-
ing for home during a time where 
people are celebrating their cul-
tural customs, said the organizer. 

“It’s a trip down memory lane,” 
said Andrew Clarke. “If you’re 
missing home and not able to af-
ford the high prices of plane tick-
ets to go home, you can come ex-
perience a little taste of what a 
Caribbean Christmas is like.”

The old market tradition is 
a concept that originated in Ja-
maica before the rise of more mod-
ern trends of last-minute shop-

ping. The marketplace was where 
people went to make purchases of 
all sorts of holiday-related treats 
and gifts, added Clarke. 

“It was the last opportunity 
to go buy your Christmas gift be-
cause predating shopping malls, 
people went to the grand market,” 
he said. 

To bring back this old-fash-
ioned custom, the market is a 
chance to reconnect people to 
how it is done back home, along 
with traditional music and food.

“We want to foster that tradi-
tion with cultural performances 
and celebrate different cultures,” 
said Clarke. 

A showcase of those memories 
will be on display at the event, 
with multimedia presentations 
and edible exhibitions, and the 
various Yuletide customs from 
several countries will be high-
lighted, according to Clarke.

“We have our cultural exhibit 
and a mini museum that talks 
about what a Caribbean Christ-
mas is all about, with photos and 
displays of Christmas cake, co-
quito, and different things indige-
nous to each island in celebration 
of Christmas,” he said. 

Vendors there will be selling 
artisanal wares such as hand-

made hair-care and beauty prod-
ucts, food, and crafts.

The fest is a celebration in-
spired mostly by Jamaican cul-
ture, but every year Clarke aims 
to spotlight other Caribbean is-
lands, and this year’s feature will 
be Guyana and Grenada.

The highlight of the festival is 
the musical concert, which fea-
tures folk singers who will take 
the stage to perform traditional 
Caribbean seasonal tunes as well 
as more modern ones like “The 
Christmas Song,” Clarke said.

“North American culture is 
infused with Caribbean Christ-
mases,” said Clarke. “Nat King 

Cole’s song my not be indigenous 
or traditional to the Caribbean, 
but it has been part of the culture 
for 50 years, and we embraced and 
will showcase that.” 

Performers will include Rory 
Frankson, Coleen Shand, The 
Braata Folk Singers, The True 
Tribute Organization, and the 
Quake USA cultural group of Gre-
nada.

“Old Time Grand Market” at 
Holy Family Church [9719 Flat-
lands Ave. Corner of East 98th 
Street and Conklin Avenue in Ca-
narsie, (917) 668-2209, www.braat-
aproductions.com]. Dec. 10 at 4 pm. 
$25 ($10 for seniors and children).

Old Time Grand Market aims to bring 
Caribbean-style Christmas to Canarsie

HOMESICK: Founder of the Old Time 
Grand Market, Andrew Clarke, says this 
one-day event is a chance for people 
longing for home to experience a Ca-
ribbean Christmas.  
 Photo by Joel Edwards

VOICE OF TRADITION: The Braata Folk singers will perform traditional and mod-
ern Caribbean Christmas songs at the fi fth-annual Old Time Grand Market in Ca-
narsie on Dec. 10. Photo by Jason Johnson

AN ISLAND HOLIDAY
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Onofrio D. Oro
ON FIFTH

All original designs & custom- made orders

7407 5th Avenue  |  Brooklyn, New York 11209  |  718-680-5723  |  onofriodoroonfi th.com

Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on all 
types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & other 
benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism
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We accommodate up to 100 guests
Buffet or sit down 

Off-premise catering available
Private room available 

718-238-0030

MONDAYS TUESDAYS WEDNESDAYS

SATURDAYSFRIDAYSTHURSDAYS

1/2 PRICE WINGS &  
BUCKET SPECIALS 

7PM-CLOSE

STEAK NIGHT 
& DRINKS SPECIAL

FISH FRIDAYS
HAPPY HOUR 5-8PM 

DJ 10PM

PRIME RIB  
SPECIAL

DJ 10PM

TACO TUESDAYS!
BULLDOG’S MARGARITA  

& SANGRIA SPECIAL

2 FOR 1  
BURGERS!
IN HOUSE ONLY

FOOTBALL SUNDAY’S: 

FOR 
PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

CALL
718-238-9260 

When you’re ready to enhance your home with 
beautiful tile and natural stone, visit our showroom 
to explore the possibilities for your home with an 
incredible selection of Ceramic, Porcelain, Mosaic, 

Quarry Tiles, Marbles, Granites & Accessories!

Showroom Open Monday - Saturday 7:30am - 5:00pm
Customer Parking Available!

246 Morgan Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11237
TRIUMPH TILE 

CORP.

We carry Unique, Beautiful & Durable Varieties of tiles from Spain, 
Italy, Brazil, Thailand, Columbia & China.

Stop by our showroom today for a FREE CONSULTATION 
from one of our design experts.

TILE IN STYLE
BY COLIN MIXSON

They hope this puss knocks boots!
A male member of Africa’s smallest 

wild-feline species joined the menagerie at 
Prospect Park Zoo’s nocturnal section this 
week, and zookeepers hope to introduce 
him to a female in the near future so the 
two can do their part in perpetuating their 
rarefying breed, according to the animal 
house’s head honcho.

“Our hope is to breed the cats to con-
tribute to the survival of the species, while 
educating our guests about a beautiful yet 
vulnerable cat species that is unknown to 
most people,” said Denise McClean, the 
zoo’s director.

The diminutive black-footed cat is na-
tive to Southern Africa, where it tends to 
keep to itself, hunting birds and rodents at 
night with the aid of its large eyes and ra-
zor-sharp claws.

The breed has seen better days, how-
ever, and a loss of habitat coupled with 
poaching and indiscriminate trapping led 
the International Union for Conservation 
of Nature to classify black-footed cats as 
vulnerable, a designation the species has 
held since 2002.

And even though the fuzz munchkin 
hails from half a world away, some locals 

said it would look right at home hunting 
rats in Brooklyn.

“It does look like a regular cat,” Sheep-
shead Bay resident Yasmine Arslan said af-
ter examining a picture of the zoo’s latest 
fur ball.

CAT’S MEOW: The Prospect Park Zoo added this black-footed cat from Africa to its nocturnal exhibit 
earlier this week. Julie Larsen Maher

LONELY HEARTS CLUB: The Prospect Park Zoo 
only has one black-footed cat, so he’ll have to 
wait until the zoo fi nagles a female feline.  
 Julie Larsen Maher

BACHELOR ON 
THE PROWL!

Prospect Park Zoo welcomes male cat, 
now hopes female, babies will follow



D
EC. 10, 2017, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

11

P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
TAKE-OUT MARKET

MARKET PRICE LIST AND MENU ONLINE: 
WWW.JORDANLOBSTERBROOKLYN.COM

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (Exit 9 or 9A) 

718-934-6300
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS
LOBSTERS BY THE TON!

/4

JORDAN’S MARKET
OPEN FOR THE HOLIDAYS

5AM TO 7PM

Reservations Suggested: 718-989-8952
7717 3rd GreenhouseCafe.com

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Caesar Salad  Fried Calamari  Lasagna Bolognese  Dinner Salad  Seafood Salad  Soup du Jour

CHOICE OF ENTREE
Shrimp Scampi Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter

Roast Loin of Pork with Baconkraut and Dark Ale Gravy

Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana 
Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Linguine (Mild or Spicy)

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken
Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Filet Mignon 10oz. Cut  ($12 Extra)
Twin 5oz. Lobster Tails  ($12 Extra)

Surf & Turf – 5oz. Filet, 5oz. Tail ($12 Extra)
All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Vegetable Garni

CHOICE OF DESSERT
 Ice Cream or Sherbet   Tiramisu  Fresh Fruit Plate  Chocolate Mousse  Cheesecake  Apple Strudel

COFFEE OR TEA

Kids Menu: $19.95
Fresh Fruit, Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets 
with French Fries, Ice Cream or Chocolate Mousse

$42.00
Per Person. Plus Tax & Gratuity

Christmas 
Eve Dinner

MAKE YOUR CHRISTMAS, HOLIDAY PARTY AND NEW YEAR’S RESERVATION TODAY

PASTARIA

717 86th Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializ ing in homemade
pasta & grandma-style piz za

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram

Call us for 
your Christmas & 
Holiday Catering

OPEN NEW YEARS DAY
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www.hunterssteakhouse.com

Deluxe New Year’s Eve 
Four Course Dinner Party Menu

Appetizers
 

Salad 
 

Entrées (CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING) 

(Entées served with Potato and Vegetable) 

Coffee & Dessert 

Party in the New Year

 

The party starts at 9:30pm

New Year’s Eve Options
Ala Carte Dinner seatings are 3pm, 5pm, 7pm

Midnight Party seating is 9pm
$125 p.p. (tax & tip are included)

Dinner Live Music Full Open Bar

LIVE 
MUSIC 
ON WEEKEND

   Open Bar at The Bar
 $40 p.p. 9pm – 2am
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Administrators at the Brooklyn 
Hospital Center in Fort Greene 
must cut checks to sexual-assault 
victims who were illegally billed 
for rape kits over the past several 
years, New York State’s Attorney 
General said on Nov. 28 while an-
nouncing a settlement he reached 
with hospital offi cials.

The state’s top prosecutor cut 
the deal with the medical center’s 
honchos after an investigation 
uncovered that Brooklyn Hospi-
tal broke the law when it charged 
sexual-assault survivors for their 
tests — a horrible and illegal mis-
take that only added to the vic-
tims’ burdens, he said.

“It’s hard to imagine the 
heartache and anxiety a survi-
vor must feel having to fi ght a col-
lection agency over an unlawful 
bill for a rape kit,” Eric Schnei-
derman said in a statement. “It’s 
unacceptable, and we will not 

allow it to continue.”
The attorney general started 

sniffi ng around at the DeKalb 
Avenue hospital after a patient 
complained that she received 
seven bills for a forensic-rape 
exam she underwent in its emer-
gency room. Sexual-assault sur-
vivors are entitled to free emer-
gency care under New York 
State law, according to Schnei-
derman.

His hard look revealed that 
between January 2015 and Feb-
ruary 2017, medical-center ad-
ministrators incorrectly billed 
85 out of 86 rape-exam recipients, 
either by directly sending in-
voices to patients or submitting 
them to their insurers without 
discussing payment options as 
required by the law,  according to 
the investigation report . 

Hospital offi cials claimed the 
charges were merely a clerical er-
ror, but agreed to overhaul their 

protocols to ensure similar mis-
takes never happen again as part 
of the settlement, according to 
the facility’s head honcho.

“There was an inadvertent 
breakdown in our billing pro-

cesses related to sexual assault 
victims, which we deeply regret,” 
Gary Terrinoni said  in a state-
ment , in which he also pledged 
to follow laws in place to protect 
sexual-assault victims.

If you would like to issue a 
complaint regarding the hospi-
tal’s billing or other healthcare is-
sues, contact the Attorney Gener-
al’s Health Care Helpline at (800) 
428–9071.

Hospital heals 
sore wounds

MAKING AMENDS: Honchos at Fort Greene’s Brooklyn Hospital Center will repay sexual-assault victims who were illegally 
charged for rape kits as part of a settlement reached with New York State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman that the top 
prosecutor announced on Nov. 28. File photo by Stefano Giovannini

Will pay back clients for rape kits



D
EC. 10, 2017, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

15

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED

July 19, 2015
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A CNG Publication

BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publica

& TELL

July 12, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 15

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Continued on Page 14
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

be awesome. I fell in love 
with axe throwing and 
thought it would be an 
incredible experience for 
others to have,” she said. 
“We’re into the experi-
mental entertainment, we 
own escape rooms in D.C., 
we thought this would fi t 
in.”

Kick Axe is the fi rst 
axe-throwing range in the 
fi ve boroughs, but interest 
in the cutting-edge sport 
is defi nitely growing, and 
everyone should take a 
stab at it, said Flesher-
Sonnier. 

“We’re very excited 
about being fi rst,” she 
said. “We hope it will be 
well received.”

The Degraw Street 
range boasts a cozy lum-
berjack feel, with fur rugs, 
pillow-stuffed couches, 
and a warm fi re blazing 
behind glass near the bar 
— that’s right, there is a 
bar! So before you experi-
ence the fun of throwing 
a bladed weapon through 
the air, you can calm your 
nerves by downing some 

beer, wine, or malt bever-
ages.

The lodge is also 
stocked with fl annel 
shirts and faux axes you 
can grab while posing in-
side its photo-booth. The 
real choppers have to stay 
on the throwing range, 
but the props are perfect 
for sharing on all your so-
cial media platforms, said 
Flesher-Sonnier. 

“We’re kind of going 
for the urban lumberjack 
theme,” she said. “The de-
cor is a lodge.”

Guests pay $35 to use 
one of the 10 ranges, and 
get their own personal ax-
pert — a trained expert 
axe thrower — who fi rst 
explains all of the safety 
rules and protocols before 
anyone is allowed to enter 
the range and pick up the 
hatchet.

Lone wolves, pairs of 
two, and larger parties 
are all welcome, but only 
two throwers and their 
guide are allowed inside 
the range at a time, ac-
cording to ax-pert Allison 
Grosso, Flesher-Sonnier’s 
daughter.

Axe throwing is more 
about momentum than 

it is about strength, said 
Grosso, so even those with 
noodle arms can give it 
whirl.

And if this not-very-
muscular reporter — 
who prefers to slice with 
words rather than weap-
ons — could satisfyingly 
sink the sharp blade right 
into the red circle in the 
center of a fi r tree plank, 
then anyone can. After a 
quick lesson — and just a 
few unsuccessful throws 
that landed fi rst on the 
ground, and then along 
the outer rings — bulls-
eye! 

All axe throwers must 
sign a waiver before enter-
ing the range, and must 
imbibe responsibly if they 
visit the bar, said Flesher-
Sonnier.

“We will be very care-
ful in how we monitor con-
sumption,” she said. “Any-
body who appears to be 
intoxicated or throwing 
unsafely will not be able 
to continue.”

Kick Axe [622 Degraw 
St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus, (833) 542–5293, 
www.kickaxe.com]. Opens 
Dec. 15. $35.

AXES
public-review process af-
ter the real-estate company 
and the city’s Economic 
Development Corporation 
agreed last month to axe 48 
luxury condos from and in-
clude more affordable hous-
ing in the plan  in order to 
win the approval of Coun-
cilwoman Laurie Cumbo  
(D–Crown Heights), which 
was key to its success.

But opponents of the 
scheme, which also calls 
for 149 market-rate units, 
argue that building those 
apartments on public land 
is unacceptable, and that 
the infl ux of wealthy occu-
pants they will draw will 
push less-affl uent residents 
out, according to the head 
of a tenants’ rights group 
that supports the suit.

“We joined this lawsuit 
because we are opposed 
to market-rate housing on 
public land,” said Katie 
Goldstein, who runs Ten-
ants & Neighbors. “We be-
lieve that a market-rate 
project of this magnitude 
in this neighborhood will 
lead to displacement of 

both unregulated and reg-
ulated tenants.”

Legal Aid’s complaint al-
leges that a city rule requir-
ing developers to study the 
effects of new housing on 
tenants who occupy market-
rate apartments — but not 
rent-regulated units — is 
unfair,  claiming that some 
residents who benefi t from 
rent stabilization could be 
harassed by greedy land-
lords as area rents rise, ac-
cording to Goldiner.

“Gentrifi cation affects 
all apartments – regulated 
or unregulated — and the 
city’s land-use decisions 
need to factor in that real-
ity,” she said.

For instance,  a legal 
loophole  allows landlords 
of stabilized buildings to 
entice tenants by charg-
ing a preferential rent that 
is less than the maximum 
legal rent they could col-
lect in any given year, and 
then increase the rent — 
sometimes drastically — 
to the legal limit when re-
newing occupants’ leases, 
a practice that could occur 
more frequently as neigh-
borhoods’ rents rise.

The lawsuit also claims 
that residents never re-

ceived their legal right to 
publicly comment on and 
request changes to the 
manual by which city of-
fi cials conduct a project’s 
environmental-review pro-
cess, Goldiner said.

A state Supreme Court 
judge denied a restraining 
order Legal Aid’s attorneys 
sought to halt construc-
tion on the armory develop-
ment, but allowed the case 
to move forward, according 
to the organization’s spokes-
man, who said a ruling is 
expected before the city of-
fi cially awards the contract 
to BFC Partners in June.

And if the justice rules 
in Legal Aid’s favor, the 
decision could have 
wide-ranging effects on 
several ongoing develop-
ments and rezoning ini-
tiatives throughout the 
city, which would have 
to repeat environmental 
reviews and potentially 
alter existing schemes, 
Goldiner said.

“They would have to go 
back and make sure that in 
pending and future actions 
where they’ve done an en-
vironmental review that 
they study that issue,” the 
lawyer said.

ARMORY
Continued from page 1 Continued from page 1
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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cal institutions — fi ltered 
into the banquet hall at 
the New York Marriott at 
the Brooklyn Bridge for 
a three-course meal and 
awards ceremony hosted 
by the Brooklyn Bar As-
sociation Foundation, the 
organization’s charitable 
arm.

Hosts began the honors 
by recognizing three re-
tiring court justices: Hon. 
Randall T. Eng, Presiding 
Justice of the Second De-
partment of the Appellate 
Division; Hon. Martin M. 

Solomon, a justice at Kings 
County Supreme Court; 
and Hon. Neil J. Firetog, 
Kings County’s Acting Su-
preme Court Justice — all 
of whom received plaques 
from the foundation com-
memorating their civil ser-
vice.

The festivities contin-
ued with the presentation 
of inaugural Vivian H. 
Agress Trailblazer award, 
which is named for the 
Brooklyn Bar Association’s 
fi rst female president and 
was awarded to seven past 
presidents: Hon. Miriam 
Cyrulnik, Lynn R. Terre-
longe, Hon. Nancy T. Sun-
shine, RoseAnn C. Branda, 

Diana J. Szochet, Andrea 
E. Bonina, and Rebecca 
Rose Woodland.

And the party con-
cluded on a high note, 
when hosts awarded the 
foundation’s top honor, 
the Brooklyn Bar Asso-
ciation Annual Award, to 
State Supreme Court jus-
tices Rachel Adams and 
Bernard Graham, who 
were recognized for their 
legal acumen as well as 
for their even-handed ap-
proaches to justice and 
all-around congeniality, 
according to Richter.

“We look for judges that 
give something special,” 
she said.

BAR

ers allegedly struck Carini 
in the head with a hammer 
inside their shared E. 64th 
Street home in Mill Basin 
sometime between Aug. 
30 and Aug. 31. The twin 
brothers then dumped 
Carini’s body in the wa-
ter, wrapped in a  blue tarp 
and weighed down with a 
cinder block, according to 
Gonzalez’s offi ce. 

Video footage captured 
the brothers casting the 
body into the bay, his offi ce 
said. 

The victim was  the son 

of Carmine Carini Sr., a 
mobster who did more than 
20 years in prison for a mur-
der that prosecutors later 
learned he wasn’t directly 
involved with, according to 
the Daily News .

The siblings fl ed to In-
diana soon after allegedly 
executing their roommate, 
where local police ulti-
mately cuffed them in a lo-
cal Walmart after a high-
speed chase. An Indiana 
county sheriff pulled the 
two over for tailgating, but 
they hit the gas and police 
chased them for 12 miles. 
Police recovered three 
hammers with traces of 
blood on them in the trunk 

of their car, an investiga-
tion found, according to 
Gonzalez’s offi ce. 

Authorities held the pair 
in Indiana on local charges 
until shipping them off to 
their native Brooklyn to be 
indicted for murder. 

One of the brothers 
was held without bail for 
murder and tampering 
with physical evidence, 
while the other was held 
on $250,000 bail for hin-
dering prosecution and 
tampering with physical 
evidence. They both must 
return to court on Feb. 
9, and face up to 25 years 
to life in prison if con-
victed.

TWINS

The source for news in your neighborhood:

THREE’S COMPANY: From left, David M. Chidekel, Aimee Richter, and Avery Oakin at the Brooklyn Bar 
Association Foundation’s gala on Dec. 4.

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1
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Get your Special Holiday Gifts on
SUNSET PARK’S 5TH AVENUE
Sunset Park 5th Avenue BID, with over 500 shops, 
from 38th to 64th Street, has everything to satisfy 
your needs and desires and more

     Last two days of our popular Trolley along 5th Avenue
Sat., Dec. 16 & Sun., Dec. 17 – from 1pm to 5pm
Look for Santa and Pikachu
Get on and off as often as you like

     Final Sidewalk Sales Days of 2017
Sat., Dec. 16, Sun., Dec. 17, Sat., Dec. 23 & Sun., Dec. 24
Look for bargains and gifts at your favorite stores

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, Dec. 16 – Annual Parranda Navideña
Hosted by Fiesta VIP Entertainment
Starting at OLPH Basilica
60th Street and 5th Avenue

Thank you to sponsors 
Pollo Campero and Cricket Wireless

Sunset Park BID
5116a 5th Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11220
718-439-7767

info@sunsetparkbid.org
www.sunsetparkbid.nyc

Download 
our  free app for 
more lots of info
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