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HOLIDAY GUIDE

New Year’s Eve is one of the most 
festive nights of the year. Many 
people spend the fi nal moments 

of the year celebrating with fam-
ily and friends. As joyous as such 
celebrations tend to be, it’s impor-
tant that New Year’s revelers keep 
certain safety precautions in mind 
when celebrating the end of one year 
and the dawn of the next:

Arrange for 
transportation 
in advance 

According to the National High-
way Traffi c Safety Administra-
tion, an average of 304 people die in 
drunk-driving crashes in the days 
surrounding Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve each year. 

Before heading out on New Year’s 
Eve, celebrants should ensure their 
safety by arranging for transpor-
tation to and from the festivities. 
Choose a designated driver to drive 
throughout the night, or agree to 
utilize a taxi or shuttle service if 
everyone plans to consume alcohol. 
Men and women who volunteer to be 
designated drivers should be espe-
cially alert on the roadways, prepar-
ing to drive in potentially inclement 
weather and being on the lookout for 
fellow motorists who might be driv-

ing erratically. 
If possible, take public transpor-

tation to and from the festivities so 
no one is tempted to drive after con-
suming alcohol.

Pick a meet-up spot 
in case anyone gets 
separated from the 
group 

New Year’s Eve celebrations in 
public places such as bars, clubs, 
or town squares tend to become 
crowded as midnight draws near. 
It’s easy for groups of friends or fam-
ily to be separated, so choose a meet-
up spot where everyone can gather 
after the ball drops. 

Choose a spot that’s well lit and 
easily accessible to all, and confi rm 
the location of the meet-up spot via 
a group text message before heading 
out for the night.

Stay sober 
Many people feel pressured to 

overindulge with alcohol on New 
Year’s Eve, but men and women 
should be responsible with regard to 
their alcohol consumption. Overcon-
sumption of alcohol makes it diffi cult 
to stay alert, and that loss of alert-
ness can be diffi cult to manage on 
nights as hectic as New Year’s Eve. 

It’s acceptable for men and 
women of legal drinking age to raise 
a glass of champagne at midnight, 
but it’s best to limit alcohol con-
sumption throughout the festivities 
so the party is memorable for all the 
right reasons.

Be a responsible host 
When hosting a New Year’s Eve 

party, hosts must prioritize the 
safety of their guests. Make sure 
guests don’t drink too much, which 
can leave hosts open to criminal or 
civil action should guests leave their 
home and cause an accident. 

Serve plenty of food and nonal-
coholic beverages so guests who are 
drinking have something in their 
systems other than alcohol. Sched-
ule things to do throughout the 
night so guests have more to do than 
drink alcohol. In addition, make 
room for potential overnight guests 
should someone be incapable of driv-
ing home at the end of the night. 

Keep contact information for lo-
cal taxis or shuttle services readily 
available so guests know they don’t 
have to drive themselves home.

New Year’s Eve is a festive night, 
but one where safety needs to be 
as big a priority as having a good 
time.  

New Year’s Eve 
safety tips

New Year’s Eve is a festive night, but one where safety needs to be as big a priority as having a good time.

The latter 
part of the 
year is full 

of social engage-
ments with fam-
ily and friends. 
Pew Research 
Center says 92 
percent of all 
Americans plan 
to celebrate 
Christmas as a 
holiday, with 69 percent using it as an 
opportunity to spend time with family 
and friends.

While many social occasions sur-
rounding Christmas are anticipated for 
months in advance, unexpected pop-
ins are also the norm this time of year. 
Rather than being caught off guard, in-
dividuals can take steps to prepare for 
unexpected guests:

Have food available 
Even if guests pop in for a little while, 

it’s nice to be able to offer them some-
thing to eat. Keep cheese and crackers, 
fresh fruit, pretzels, and other snacks 
on hand. Make-ahead, crowd-friendly 
foods can be prepared and frozen. 

Casseroles, pasta dishes, and stews 
are hearty and can serve in a pinch 
when unexpected visitors arrive. Sim-
ply take out to defrost and heat up. 

Keep cookies in air-tight tins and 
purchase a pre-made frozen pie to serve, 
if necessary. In a pinch, you can always 
order out, but over time the cost of hav-
ing food delivered can add up.

Keep the bar stocked 
Toasting to a happy holiday season 

is the norm during this time of year. 
Toasting requires hosts have some 
spirits on hand. Stock the bar with a 
few staples, such as red and white wine, 
vodka, rum, whiskey, and mixers. 

You may just want to create a signa-
ture or seasonal cocktail that can be 
served when guests arrive, such as a 
spiced punch or a holiday eggnog.

Cue the playlist 
Put together a playlist of favorite hol-

iday music that will provide the ideal 
ambiance should guests ring your door-
bell. Thanks to services like Spotify, 
Amazon Music, and Pandora, holiday 
music that fi lls a home with the sweet 
sounds of the season is now always ac-
cessible.

Keep things neat 
Set aside a closet or space that can 

serve as a catch-all where errant items 
can quickly be stored, should guests ar-
rive. Gather loose toys, books, or stray 
papers in a basket, and then stash the 
basket in the closet until guests de-
part. Routinely empty the dishwasher 
so dirty dishes left in the sink can be 
quickly loaded before guests arrive.

Be prepared 
for unexpected 

company

Rather than be caught 
off guard, you can take 
steps to prepare for 
unexpected guests this 
holiday season.
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SPECIAL!

DELICIOUS!

¢¢6969lb.lb.

Navel Oranges

¢¢4949lb.lb.

Green SquashCactus Pears

22 55$$
forfor

YogurtRomano & Parmesan
Cheese

Kirbys

Full Line Iced Teas

Onions

Mixed Cut Fruit

MangoesString Beans
¢¢6969lb.lb. 33 55$$

forfor

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

D D

EBT

White Bread

Bananas

ORGANIC
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$$399399
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¢¢5959lb.lb.

$$11991199 88forfor

$$199199

1010forfor
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33 55$$
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“LET’S GO SHOPPING”

MEET SANTA ON 86 ST.
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EXOTIQUE 
WATCH & 

EWELRY

ELEGANCE BY NAME, AFFORDABLE BY CHOICE

  Full in house repair service 

   Custom Design

   Huge Inventory of Jewelry

  Diamond Jewelry

  Sterling Silver

  Color Stone

  Neckchains

   Mountings 

  Wedding Bands

  Engagement Rings

  Knowledgeable Staff

   Friendly atmosphere

20%OFF 
ANY PIECE OF JEWELRY 
THAT HAS A DIAMOND!

PRESENT 
THIS AD & 
RECEIVE 

Jewelry 
Liquidators, 

One of a 
Kind Items

A V A I L A B L E  A T

PA R K  S L O P E  L O C A T I O N  |  2 3 3  5 T H  A V E N U E  |  B R O O K LY N ,  N Y

H O L I D A Y  2 0 1 7

HOLIDAY GUIDE

Greeting cards are a pop-
ular method of corre-
spondence throughout 

the year. One of the more 
popular times of the year to 
fi nd cards purchased and 
sent in bulk is during the 
holiday season.

The Greeting Card As-
sociation claims 1.6 billion 
Christmas card units (in-
cluding boxed cards) are pur-
chased for Christmas. Many 
people consider sending 
cards essential to their holi-
day traditions.

Here are some statistics 
on greeting cards and ways 
to improve upon your Christ-
mas card sending process:

• Women purchase an esti-
mated 80 percent of all greet-
ing cards and will spend 
more time choosing a card 
than men.

• The vast majority of indi-
vidually purchased cards are 
between $2 and $4 in price. 
Christmas card economy is 
found by purchasing boxed 
cards in bulk.

• The visual design of a 
greeting card is the fi rst to 

capture a person’s attention, 
but the saying within will 
have a greater impact. Con-
sider purchasing cards that 
are blank inside so you can 
add your own personalized 
sentiments.

• For the perfect balance 
of imagery and verse, try a 
photo greeting card. This 
way you can customize both 
the image and the wording. 
They’re even effective for 
business correspondence. 
Simply use a picture of your 
offi ce team or other workers 
in place of a family photo.

• Personalized cards need 
to be purchased early to al-
low for production. Try to get 
your orders in by early No-
vember to leave you time to 
address and mail them.

• Buy extra cards than you 
think you need. This way you 
can send reciprocal greetings 
to a person who has mailed 
you a card this year.

• If you want your card to 
stand out from the masses, 
consider sending it sepa-
rately from the big holidays. 
Thanksgiving or New Year’s 

cards can be unique.
• Try your hand at creat-

ing your own greeting cards 
from paper crafting materi-
als. You also can embellish 
ready-made greeting cards 
with stamps, glitter, stick-
ers, and other customized ef-
fects.

• Keep a database of ad-
dresses saved on your com-
puter. Then you can print 
address labels and save 
much time hand-addressing 
Christmas cards. Your ad-
dress list can later be cus-
tomized for other friend or 
family events.

• Check the postage of 
your card. Oddly shaped en-
velopes or even square cards 
may require extra postage 
because they could be pro-
cessed by hand at postal fa-
cilities.

• The Greeting Card As-
sociation says that even 
though many people use digi-
tal means of communication, 
greeting card traditions are 
still popular and even are 
being adopted by today’s 
youth.  

Sending holiday greeting cards

The Greeting Card Association claims 1.6 billion Christmas card units (in-
cluding boxed cards) are purchased for Christmas.
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Get your Special Holiday Gifts on
SUNSET PARK’S 5TH AVENUE
Sunset Park 5th Avenue BID, with over 500 shops, 
from 38th to 64th Street, has everything to satisfy 
your needs and desires and more

     Last two days of our popular Trolley along 5th Avenue
Sat., Dec. 16 & Sun., Dec. 17 – from 1pm to 5pm
Look for Santa and Pikachu
Get on and off as often as you like

     Final Sidewalk Sales Days of 2017
Sat., Dec. 16, Sun., Dec. 17, Sat., Dec. 23 & Sun., Dec. 24
Look for bargains and gifts at your favorite stores

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, Dec. 16 – Annual Parranda Navideña
Hosted by Fiesta VIP Entertainment
Starting at OLPH Basilica
60th Street and 5th Avenue

Thank you to sponsors 
Pollo Campero and Cricket Wireless

Sunset Park BID
5116a 5th Avenue
Brooklyn NY 11220
718-439-7767

info@sunsetparkbid.org
www.sunsetparkbid.nyc

Download 
our  free app for 
more lots of info
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Hanukkah, which roughly 
translates to “dedica-
tion” or “induction,” is 

a Jewish holiday celebrated 
each year in November or 
December, depending on the 
Jewish calendar. Although it 
may not hold the same level of 
spiritual signifi cance as some 
other holidays of the religion, 
Hanukkah is a highly antici-
pated and popular holiday 
among people who practice 
Judaism.

Two miracles are cele-
brated on Hanukkah. One of 
them is a victory by a small 
number of Jews known as the 
Maccabees, who defeated the 
Greek army occupying the 
Holy Land. The other miracle 
occurred when the Maccabees 
liberated their Temple from 
the Greeks. They only discov-
ered a single night’s worth of 
oil to light the menorah. How-
ever, that oil managed to burn 
for eight days and nights.

Hanukkah celebrations in-
clude various traditions that 
commemorate these mira-
cles. Many celebrations fo-
cus around food and fun. It’s 

common to fi nd similar foods 
in Jewish households during 
the eight days of Hanukkah. 
Here’s a look at some of the 
more common foods and their 
signifi cance:

Latkes: Latkes have dif-
ferent names among the sects 
of Judaism, but they’re essen-
tially fried potato pancakes. 
Different fried foods, like lat-
kes, are eaten during Hanuk-
kah to honor the miracle of 
the oil that burned for eight 
days. Other fried foods in-
clude jelly-fi lled doughnuts 
called “sufganiyot.”

Loukoumades: These 
deep-fried puffs dipped in 
honey or sugar are treats used 
to represent the cake eaten by 
the Maccabees. 

Dairy: Dairy was not al-
ways included in Hanuk-
kah traditions, but cheese, 
blintzes, and cheesecakes 
emerged to symbolize the 
story of Judith. Legend says 
Judith was a beautiful woman 
who saved her village from at-
tacking Babylonians. Judith 
was able to enter the enemy 
camp thanks to her beauty, 

charm, and a basket of wine 
and cheese she brought along. 
She fed the enemy general, 
Holofernes, who consumed 
lots of salty cheese and wine 
and passed out. Judith killed 
the general, and the Babylo-
nians left shortly thereafter.

Brisket and tongue: Al-
though these foods are not 
tied to a particular Hanuk-
kah story, they have grown 
quite popular as traditional 
Hanukkah meals. Beef bris-
ket pairs well with potato lat-
kes, and beef or veal tongue 
also may be served.

Kugel: Potatoes are of-
ten baked, along with other 
hearty vegetables, into casse-
roles called “kugels.” 

Challah: Challah is a 
leavened bread traditionally 
baked and served on the Sab-
bath and Jewish holidays. 
The braided white bread is 
both attractive to look at and 
tasty to eat.

Food plays a big role in 
many Hanukkah traditions, 
as there are various delicious 
dishes steeped in historical 
signifi cance.  

Hanukkah foods steeped in tradition

Fried jelly doughnuts are a treat enjoyed on Hanukkah.

VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

Be The GIFT HERO!TM

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

FEATURED   SOLOISTS:   
Alex   Shiozaki   | Violin;    Chelsea   Feltman,   Kristina   Bachrach   |   Sopranos 

Julia   Tang   |   Alto;    Scott   Morwitz   |   Tenor;    Angky   Budiardjono   |   Baritone/Bass 
Nana   Shi   |   Music   Director;    David   Shuler   |   Organ

Sunday,   December   17,   2017, 4   PM 
7915   Ridge   Blvd,   Brooklyn,   NY   11209 

(On   the   corner   of      80th   St.   &   Ridge   Blvd)

Suggested   Donation:   $15
718-745-0438

UNION   CHURCH   OF   BAY   RIDGE 
presents

Antonio   Vivaldi’s  
Winter    from    The   Four   Seasons 

&

Camille   Saint-Saëns’s   
  Oratorio   de   Noël
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0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly 
payments required. *Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by 
the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional 
purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit 
approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly 
payment. Total to pay amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_1

WINTER SLUMBER

SALE

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS

$199
PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS

$299

SAVE $60
off  our low price of $359

Perfect mattress, perfect price.

+FREE BOX SPRING**

PLUSH
QUEEN MATTRESS

$359

+FREE BOX SPRING**+FREE BOX SPRING**

FREE
BOX SPRING**

ON ALL MATTRESS PURCHASES

fl oor samples and much more while supplies last.

SAVE UP TO 70% ON FAMOUS NAME BRANDS†*

YEAR END CLOSEOUT



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 8–14, 201740    B GM BR

SLEEPY’S TWIN
MATTRESSES

STARTING AT $320

WINTER SLUMBER SALE

Introducing

The simple technology 
features a layer of soft air 

and memory foam that 
conforms to your body for 
ultimate comfort, support 

and an uninterrupted 
night’s sleep.

ONLY AT

MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_2_3
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Experience
the latest
in sleep 
technology.

FREE
BOX 
SPRING**

ON ALL MATTRESS PURCHASES

+FREE BOX SPRING** +FREE BOX SPRING**

A timeless classic; your traditional 
mattress infused with a blend of 
pocketed coils and memory foam
to give you revolutionary slumber.

ONLY AT   

One of the softest and plushest 
we off er, this innovative cooling 
mattress lets you sleep at the 
perfect temp and comfort level.

ONLY AT   

60 Months
0% APR*

$2949
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$50 60 Months
0% APR*

$2849
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$48
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1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM  |  STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

WINTER SLUMBER

SALE

120 NIGHT LOW PRICE GUARANTEE† †

If you fi nd a lower price at another location or one of our stores, we’ll pay 
you the diff erence for up to 120 nights after the purchase. 

WEEKEND GIFTS

MATTRESS PROTECTOR
& PILLOW

FREE*†

with any mattress purchase.

FRIDAY - SUNDAY
ONLY

(up to a $128 value)

**Free Box Spring Off er: Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17. Receive a free matching standard or low-profi le box spring with select mattress purchases. Free box spring off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Free box spring off er valid to complete mattress set and has no cash value, cannot be used as credit or combined with any 
other off er, coupon or discounts. Free box spring off er does not apply to previous purchases, Serta iComfort or any MAP products. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. †*Save up to 70% off  select famous name brand fl oor models. Savings applied to our low price. Savings vary by 
mattress set and model. Product selection may vary by store. May not be combined with any other discount, coupon or off er. Not valid on previous purchases. In-store percentage savings range from 5%-70%. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. †††Free delivery 
valid on purchases of $599 and above. On available products in local delivery areas. Not available for online purchases. Off er valid 12/6/17-12/12/17. *†Weekend Gifts: Off er valid 12/8/17-12/10/17. Free Mattress Protector: Receive a free Bedgear Basic mattress protector (up to a $99 value) with any mattress purchase. Free Comfort Cloud 
Pillow: Receive a free Comfort Cloud Pillow (a $29.99 value) with any mattress purchase. Free mattress protector & free pillow off er have no cash value, cannot be used as credit or combined with any other off er, coupon or discounts. Off er not valid on previous purchases, special purchases or with Groupon. Limited quantities available; 
off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 120 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta 
iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, doorbusters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (e.g., 
eBay, Craigslist, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery 
date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $10-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress 
Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 12/6/17-12/12/17 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

MF10_NYC_WRAP_12.8_COMMUNITY_DAILYNEWS_4

FREE DELIVERY † † †

fl oor samples and much more while supplies last.

SAVE UP TO 70% ON 
FAMOUS NAME BRANDS†*

YEAR END CLOSEOUT

We’ve matched millions
with the perfect mattress.

Move freely and sleep perfectly 
without disturbing your partner with 
this advanced foam technology.

ONLY AT   

+FREE BOX SPRING**

+FREE BOX SPRING**

FIRM
QUEEN MATTRESS

ONLY AT   

Per
Month**†

36 Months
0% APR*

$1399
Total to Pay

$39

SAVE $250
off  our low price of $649

$399

36 Months
0% APR*

$1549
Total to Pay

Per
Month**†

$44

It’s your reliable way to recharge. 
This classic mattress proves that 
the bells and whistles aren’t 
always mandatory.

ONLY AT   
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CATERERS

8015/23 13th 718–331–2900 www.siricos.net

Sirico’s offers you 
a variety of Dinner, 

Cocktail, and Buffet options with a Homestyle flair.
Book your next Business, Luncheon, Family Reunion 

or Holiday Party 
today...

The end of December is 
prime shopping and ship-
ping time for holiday 

gifts. Shipping giant United 
Parcel Service calls this time 
of the year its peak season, 
and FedEx and the United 
States Postal Service also cite 
the weeks between Thanks-
giving and New Year’s Day as 
some of their busiest weeks. 
Jingling bells and Christmas 
carols once were the fore-
most sounds of the season, 
but now those noises have 
been replaced by the sounds 
of conveyor belts, trucks, and 
airplanes rushing to get pack-
ages to their destinations.

According to research 
fi rm Forrester, online sales 
now account for 10 percent of 
all shopping and 15 percent of 
holiday shopping. The postal 
service expects to deliver 
roughly 15 billion letters, 
cards, and packages during 
the holiday season. While the 
postal service and the major 
pack-and-ship companies are 
incredibly reliable, shoppers 
can take the following steps 
to further ensure their gifts 

arrive on time: 
Shop in-store. Choose 

off-peak hours, such as early 
morning and late evening, to 
visit brick-and-mortar stores. 
The crowds will not be too 

large, and you will have the 
added peace of mind knowing 
that you don’t need to wait for 
gifts to arrive via the mail. 
If you like the convenience 
of online shopping, shop on-

line but take advantage of in-
store pick-up when available. 
If items are in stock, this can 
save you the hassle of making 
your way through crowded 
stores.

Follow cut-off dates. 

Many online retailers will 
post “purchase by” dates 
to ensure specifi c delivery 
times. Be sure to familiar-
ize yourself with these dates 
so your items will arrive on 
time. If time is ticking away, 
you may have to pay more for 
expedited shipping.

Avoid backordered 

items. Popular gifts may 
sell out quickly, and retailers 
could put you on backorder 
lists. Research similar prod-
ucts as potential backups 
should your primary choice 
be on backorder.

Shop well in advance. 
Shopping early is the best 
way to ensure gifts arrive 
on time. Shopping early also 
gives shoppers time to make 
exchanges in the event an 
item is not up to par or is 
damaged.

Thanks to the popular-
ity and prevalence of online 
shopping, it has become very 
important for shoppers to 
take shipping concerns into 
consideration before making 
purchases.  

HOLIDAY GUIDE

Help holiday gifts arrive on time

If you like the convenience of online shopping, do so, but take advantage of in-store pick-up when available to 
ensure gifts arrive on time. as-i-see-it
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MILL BASIN
KOSHER DELI

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Just when the excitement of 
opening presents abates after 
the last of the packages under 

the Christmas tree have been torn 
open, children and adults alike may 
discover that there are more treats 
to be had nestled inside of stockings 
hung on the mantle.

The hanging of Christmas stock-
ings is a tradition with an extensive 
history. Several legends attribute 
the hanging of stockings to differ-
ent people or events. Here is a look 
at some of the stories that have made 
Christmas stockings so popular:

St. Nicholas Day
Rather than hanging stockings 

on Christmas, many countries cel-
ebrate Saint Nicholas Day on Dec. 
6, and this is when stockings are 
proudly left out for treats. The 
small, inexpensive trinkets are 
later unwrapped and enjoyed on 
Christmas Day.

Dutch heritage
One tradition says that, in 16th-

century Holland, children kept 
their clogs filled with straw in front 
of the hearth for Santa’s reindeer to 
find. They also left treats for Santa 
Claus. In return, Santa would leave 

gifts in the clogs. Over time, stock-
ings were swapped out for clogs. 

Merchant’s family story
A popular tale tells the story 

of a merchant, his wife, and three 

daughters. After the wife falls ill 
and dies, the man becomes dev-
astated and squanders all of his 
wealth on frivolous things to mask 
his sadness. When it comes time for 
the daughters to marry, the man 

does not have money for a dowry. 
Saint Nicholas hears of the 

plight and knows the man would be 
too proud to accept charity. There-
fore, Saint Nicholas anonymously 
tosses three bags of gold coins down 
the chimney. The man’s daughters 
had done the laundry prior and left 
their stockings hanging by the fire-
place to dry. The gold landed in the 
stockings, thus starting the Christ-
mas stocking tradition.

Italian good witch
One stocking story does not at-

tribute the tradition to Santa, but to 
a kind-hearted Italian witch named 
“La Befana.” La Befana arrives on 
a broomstick the night of Jan. 5 and 
fills the stockings of good children 
with sweet treats and toys. Bad chil-
dren are awarded lumps of coal. 

La Befana is also credited with 
being the old woman who the wise 
men ask for directions to Christ’s 
manger in the Christ child’s story. 
After turning down an offer to ac-
company them, La Befana later car-
ried gifts in search of Christ. 

Christmas stockings have be-
come part of holiday traditions, and 
this beloved tradition has its own 
unique history.  

The history of Christmas stockings

Christmas stockings have become part of holiday traditions, and this beloved tradition has 
its own unique history.
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Let Us Cater Your Holiday Party

www.giacomopizza.com

7902 3rd Ave, Bay Ridge | (718) 439-6993 | Open 7 Days

“Home of the Nutella Calzone”
WOOD FIRED PIZZA & TRATTORIA

Try our All New  
Grandma Pizza & Square Pie

Family Meal 
Large Pie
10 Garlic Sticks 
Garden Salad
1 2-Liter Soda 

$25.00

Family Dinner
Half tray Penne Vodka or 
Penne Pomodoro
10 Garlic Sticks 
Garden Salad

1 2-Liter Soda 

$26.00

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

Giacomo’s is now taking orders for
Holiday Parties & Special Events

CALL FOR MENU DETAILS

View Our Catering
Menu Online WE DELIVER

7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED  VALET PARKING

Happy Holidays to all our Friends & Customers

Now Accepting Reservations for 
Christmas Eve and Day, New Year’s Eve and Day

WE OPEN AT 12PM ON NEW YEARS EVE
A Special Menu will be served for New Year’s Eve from 4pm to 12pm

Now Booking Holiday Parties
OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 12PM ON FOR LUNCH & DINNER

Music : Thurs. – Sun.
1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

 
 

Parties welcome for all occasions
718-236-9883

Open New Year’s Eve & Day

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

$2995 per person
Pre-Fixe 

Christmas Eve 
Dinner

RESTAURANT
COLANDREA

EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER81
 YEARS

$29.75*$19.75 $24.75*

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark
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PASTARIA

717 86th Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializ ing in homemade
pasta & grandma-style piz za

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram

Call us for 
your Christmas & 
Holiday Catering

OPEN NEW YEARS DAY

Reservations Suggested: 718-989-8952
7717 3rd GreenhouseCafe.com

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Caesar Salad  Fried Calamari  Lasagna Bolognese

Dinner Salad  Seafood Salad  Soup du Jour

CHOICE OF ENTREE
 Shrimp Scampi Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter

Roast Loin of Pork with Baconkraut and Dark Ale Gravy

Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana 
Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Linguine (Mild or Spicy)

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken
Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Filet Mignon 10oz. Cut  ($12 Extra)
Twin 5oz. Lobster Tails  ($12 Extra)

Surf & Turf – 5oz. Filet, 5oz. Tail ($12 Extra)
All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Vegetable Garni

CHOICE OF DESSERT
 Ice Cream or Sherbet   Tiramisu    Fresh Fruit Plate
Chocolate Mousse  Cheesecake  Apple Strudel

COFFEE OR TEA

Kids Menu: $19.95
Fresh Fruit, Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets 
with French Fries, Ice Cream or Chocolate Mousse

$42.00
Per Person. Plus Tax & Gratuity

Christmas 
Eve Dinner

MAKE YOUR CHRISTMAS, HOLIDAY PARTY AND NEW YEAR’S RESERVATION TODAY

Millions of people travel 
to visit family and 
friends each holiday 

season. According to the Bu-
reau of Transportation Sta-
tistics, during the Christ-
mas and New Year’s holiday 
period, the number of trips 
to and from a destination 50 
miles or more away rises by 
23 percent compared to the 
average number for the rest 
of the year.

Many people look forward 
to reunions with family and 
friends come the holiday sea-
son, but long-distance holi-
day travel can take both a 
physical and fi nancial toll. 
But there are ways to enjoy 
holiday travel and maybe 
even save some money at the 
same time:

Be fl exible with 
your travel dates 

Holiday travelers who are 
fl exible with regard to their 
travel dates may be able to 
avoid traffi c or long lines at 
the airport. The Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics 

notes that people traveling 
between 50 and 99 miles away 
from home are most likely to 
travel on Thursday and re-
turn on Saturday. So those 
making short trips who want 
to avoid traffi c may actually 
benefi t by driving home on 
Sunday after leaving home 
on Friday, rather than trav-
eling on Thursday and Sat-
urday. 

It also notes that travel 
days are spread out almost 
equally among people who 
travel 100 miles away from 
home or more, so the day 
travelers choose may not mat-
ter as much as the time of day 
they choose to travel. Flights 
during off-peak hours, for 
example, may help travelers 
avoid long check-in and secu-
rity lines at airports.

Be fl exible 
with airports 

Air travelers who are fl ex-
ible with regard to their de-
parting and arriving airports 
may be able to save time and 
money. Small airports might 

not boast the shopping and 
dining amenities of large air-
ports, but small airports have 
less fl ights and, as a result, 
tend to experience less fl ight 
delays, saving travelers time. 
Small airports also may not 
charge as much for overnight 
parking as large airports. 

When considering fl ights 
from various airports, fac-
tor in the cost of parking and 
transportation to and from 
each airport. A fl ight that 
takes off at your ideal travel 
time but costs more than the 
alternative might actually 
save you money if you can 
save on transportation and 
parking.

Book early fl ights
Early fl ights may be less 

likely to be delayed than 
fl ights in the afternoon and 
evening. The later into the 
day your fl ight departs, the 
more likely that departure 
might be affected by delays 
or inclement weather at other 
airports and in other cities. 

Waking up early might 

not be ideal for everyone, but 
check-in and security lines 
tend to be short in the early 
morning hours as well. Those 
lines get longer as morning 
becomes afternoon and after-
noon becomes evening.

Save money with 
package deals 

Holiday travel is expen-
sive, as airlines and hotels 
recognize the holiday season 
is peak travel season. Pack-
age deals from websites com-

bine fl ight and hotels into 
one price, and such deals 
may even include rental cars. 
Travel bundles can save trav-
elers considerable amounts 
of money. Compare the prices 
when booking each individu-
ally to the price of a package 
deal, and choose the one that 
best suits your budget.

Savvy men and women can 
save both time and money by 
employing a handful of strat-
egies when booking holiday 
travel.  

Holiday travel tips

Savvy men and women can save both time and money by employing a 
handful of strategies when booking holiday travel.

HOLIDAY GUIDE
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Meet Kathleen the last Wednesday of every month 
for your personal reading at

                                      7717 3rd 

You can also host your own party

Great Gift Idea!  Gift Certifi cates for
Friends & Family.

KATHLEEN AVINO

About Me About My Readings

Located in Brooklyn 516-225-8054 
 EMAIL 

718-238-0030

MONDAYS

1/2 PRICE WINGS &  
BUCKET SPECIALS 

7PM-CLOSE

THURSDAYS

STEAK NIGHT 
& DRINKS SPECIAL

FRIDAYS

FISH FRIDAYS
HAPPY HOUR 5-8PM 

DJ 10PM

SATURDAYS

PRIME RIB  
SPECIAL

DJ 10PM

TUESDAYS

TACO TUESDAYS!
BULLDOG’S MARGARITA  

& SANGRIA SPECIAL

WEDNESDAYS

2 FOR 1  
BURGERS!
IN HOUSE ONLY

FOOTBALL SUNDAY’S:

FOR 
PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

CALL

We accommodate up to 100 guests
Buffet or sit down 

Off-premise catering available
Private room available 

C hristmas trees are staples of the 
holiday season that can be found 
in millions of households across 

the globe. But Christmas trees can be as 
dangerous as they are heartwarming. 
According to the American Christmas 
Tree Association, Christmas tree fi res 
contribute to $13 million in property 
damage annually. Many Christmas 
tree fi res involve live Christmas trees 
that, while beautiful, pose a greater 
fi re threat than artifi cial trees because 
they can dry out, making them vulner-
able to electric lights and nearby heat-
ing sources. Homeowners can take the 
following steps, courtesy of the ACTA, 
to prevent Christmas tree fi res:

Purchase a fresh tree. The Amer-
ican Christmas Tree Association notes 
that fresh trees are less likely to catch 
fi re than trees that were cut weeks be-
fore being purchased. Avoid trees that 
are shedding their needles. Try to pur-
chase trees with vibrant green nee-
dles that are hard to pluck. Purchas-
ing freshly cut trees from tree farms 
instead of grocery store parking lot 
vendors, whose trees might have been 
cut weeks earlier, can ensure trees are 
fresh.

Discard damaged lights. Electri-
cal malfunctions in lights can contrib-
ute to tree fi res, so discard any dam-
aged lights. Before placing lights on 

the tree, stretch 
each strand out 
on the fl oor and 
plug them in to 
see if any lights 
are damaged or 
burned out, re-
placing those 
that don’t pass 
inspection.

Place the 

tree away 

from heat 

sources. Trees 
should never 
be placed near 
heat sources, no 
matter how aes-
thetically ap-
pealing certain spots may seem. Keep 
trees away from fi replaces, radiators, 
candles, heating vents, and lights.

Keep the tree watered. A tree that 
gets ample water is less likely to dry 
out, and dried out trees pose a signifi -
cant fi re risk. Check water levels and 
water trees in the morning and night 
as needed, and even more frequently if 
necessary.

Turn lights off at night. Christ-
mas tree lights should always be 
turned off at night when residents are 
going to bed. In addition, lights should 
never be on when no one is home.  

Christmas tree safety tips

Tree trimming is one 
of the most enjoyable 
aspects of the holiday 
season, and there are 
no rules other than 
safety guidelines when 
it comes to decorating.

HOLIDAY GUIDE
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Pilo Arts
Salon
718.748.7411

WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour
Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 


