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WELCOME TO THE 
PEANUTS GALLERY

BY ADAM LUCENTE
Santa brought these pups 
some howl-iday cheer!

Festive furballs and 
their owners bundled up 
and braved the snow on 
Dec. 9 for some face time 
with Saint Nick, who 
stopped by a Windsor Ter-
race shelter to lend his 

lap to creatures great and 
small begging for an audi-
ence and photos with the 
jolly old elf, according to 
an attendee.

“She loved it a lot,” 
said Michelle Addo, who 
brought her four-legged 
friend Ava, a Chihauhau–
dachshund hybrid known 

as a chiweenie. “It was a 
bit cold, but she loved the 
pic.” 

Around 70 people paid 
$20 to go to the fund-raiser 
hosted by Sean Casey Ani-
mal Rescue, according to 
a shelter volunteer, who 
said the price of admis-

BY ADAM LUCENTE
Who turned off the lights?

Residents of Marine Park 
complain that their neighbor-
hood is suffering repeated, un-
explained power outages and 
no one seems to know why — 
or what to do about it.

“It does happen here fre-
quently, and there’s no con-
trol over it,” said Marine 
Park resident Robin Sher-
man-Epstein.

Common explanations for 
power outages — such as over-
loaded circuits during heat 
waves when everyone is run-
ning air conditioners — don’t 
seem to apply.

“Where else in the city do you 
get power outages in the middle 
of the winter?” said Sherman-
Epstein. “Here we do.”

The last prolonged outage 
was about a month ago, accord-
ing to Sherman-Epstein, and a 
power surge briefly interrupted 
power just last week. 

“I had to go around and 
change all my clocks,” she said 
on the surge.

The problem appears to be 
around Quentin Road and Av-
enue R between E. 31st and E. 
38th streets according to the 
local councilman, who said he 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The city is pressing forward 
with plans to build a family 
homeless shelter on a toxic 
site in Coney Island, and lo-
cals say doing so endangers 
very women and children 
it’s supposed to protect.

“They’re talking about 
bringing kids into a safer en-

vironment, but that shelter 
is on a site with a toxic his-
tory,” said Charlie Denson, 
executive director of the Co-
ney Island History Project.

Shelter operator Women 
in Need still plans to be-
gin construction of the 200-
unit facility early next year 

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10

Live ‘Charlie Brown Christmas’ 
celebrates 10 years this season

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This is what Christmas is 
all about! 

The beloved holiday 
cartoon “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas” will come to 

life on stage for the 
10th year in a row 
this weekend, with 
four performances 

at Littlefi eld in Gow-
anus on Dec. 16 and 17. 

The producer of the show, 
who also plays Charlie 
Brown, said that acting out 
the 1965 animated holiday 
classic has become a spe-
cial annual tradition for 
the cast and crew.

“It’s become how we 
celebrate Christmas and 
the holidays,” said Justin 
Tyler, who lives in Crown 
Heights. “It gets us in the 

holiday spirit.” 
Tyler’s wife Mollie Vogt-

Welch, who directs the 
show and plays one of its 
dancing twins, began the 
tradition while she was a 
student at Penn State, and 
she and Tyler brought the 
play to Brooklyn when they 
moved here in 2007.

The cast sticks to the 
fi ve-decade-old script as 
closely as possible — in-
cluding having a live jazz 
trio play the Vince Guar-
aldi Trio score on stage, 
and acting out the  quirky 
limited choreography of 
the original’s dance scene , 
said Tyler.

“We do it word for word, 
and gesture for gesture,” 
he said. 

Continued on page 6

PERFECT PAIR: Tim Baker 
brought his puppy, Benny, 
to meet Santa at Sean Casey 
Animal Rescue — which is 
also where the local adopted 
his canine pal.

Lights out 
in M’Park

Furballs get festiveHelter shelter

A CNG Publication Vol. 5 No. 50 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CHRISTMAS-TIME IS HERE!: Justin Tyler plays Charlie Brown and his wife, 
Mollie Vogt-Welch, plays one of the dancing twins in their live production of 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas” on Dec. 16 and 17.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

“What Should I Do To Get A Loan?”

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s Metro decked!

Old Saint Nick fl ew in from the North 
Pole to spread some holiday cheer at Down-
town’s MetroTech Commons on Dec. 7, ap-
pearing alongside two of his beloved rein-
deer at the offi ce complex’s 28th-annual 
tree-lighting ceremony. And the sight of 
Santa’s sleigh-pullers mesmerized two 
youngsters who have seen all the movies 
and read all the books about the horned 
beasts’ colleague, Rudolph, according to 
the tykes’ mom.

“They have defi nitely never seen a live 
reindeer before. My daughter was like, ‘I 
can’t wait to see!’ ” said neighborhood resi-
dent Jaclyn Carter, who brought daughter 
Georgia and son Conroy to the bash. “They 
loved it.”

And unlike  the kids who Santa Claus 
spooked in Fort Greene , Carter said that 
her tots smiled even wider watching the 
jolly old elf wave to the crowd from atop a 
fi re truck’s cherry-picker as he helped light 
the giant 55-foot tree amid falling man-
made snow and bubbles spewed by nearby 
machines.

“The kids got a kick out of Santa. They 
wouldn’t stop talking about him,” she said. 
“They were like, ‘Oh my god Santa walked 
by.’ ”

Dancers from the Brooklyn Ballet 

upped the holiday cheer with a yuletide-
themed performance that wowed attendees 
who snacked on tasty treats doled out by lo-
cal eateries at the event hosted by the com-
plex’s developer, Forest City New York. 

And celebrants later bobbed their heads 
to favorite seasonal tunes including Ma-
riah Carey’s “All I Want for Christmas is 
You” and Run DMC’s “Christmas in Hol-
lis,” which blasted from speakers through-
out the plaza-turned-winter-wonderland.

WINTER WONDERLAND: Santa stood on a cherry picker to help light the 55-foot tree at MetroTech 
Center on Dec. 7. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

SANTA’S LITTLE HELPER: A festively dressed 
youngster watched the tree-lighting spectacle at 
the Downtown offi ce complex in awe. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

‘Tech’ the halls
Santa lights Downtown offi ce complex’s massive tree
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Red hawk down!

Park rangers and animal lov-
ers unsuccessfully tried to rescue 
a poisoned red-tailed hawk as the 
bird’s partner called out to its dy-
ing lover in Prospect Park on Dec. 
3, according to one of the doomed 
creature’s would-be saviors.

“There was a mate right there 
screaming, calling for it in a tree 
nearby,” said New York City fi re 
fi ghter Bobby Horvath, who runs a 
wildlife rescue with his wife out of 
their Long Island home.

The female bird ate a rat poi-
soned by traps set by either the De-
partment of Parks and Recreation 
or owners of properties near the 
park, according to Horvath, who 
said second-hand contamination 
is a common killer of the borough’s 
birds of prey.

“Poisoning is a nation-wide is-
sue, especially in big cities where 
there’s a rodent problem,” Horvath 
said.

The animal was discovered 
near the Ravine area of Brook-
lyn’s Backyard, and park rangers 
quickly handed it off to Horvath for 
rehabilitation, but the critter began 
bleeding from its mouth and other 
orifi ces three hours after the fi re-

man retrieved it — a sure sign that 
the hawk’s end was near, he said.

“The prognosis was not good at 
all,” Horvath said. “We’re equipped 
to treat the birds and have medica-
tion we administer for poisoning 
cases, but it was too far gone to re-
verse the effects of the poison.”

Horvath sent the dead bird to the 
state Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation for a necropsy, 
which determined the creature 
swallowed an anti-coagulant that 
essentially caused it to bleed to 
death, he said.

The pair of red-tailed hawks are 

well known among the park’s ani-
mal lovers, according to a crest-
fallen Park Slope bird-watcher, who 
described the poisoned animal as a 
large, “well-fl eshed” bird of about 
three pounds, and said its favor-
ite perch was on the arch in Grand 
Army Plaza.

“What a waste of a beautiful, 
useful little life,” Ann Feldman 
said.

The species mates for life, 
but that doesn’t mean the park’s 
winged widower will die alone, ac-
cording to Horvath, who said fans 
can expect the bird to fi nd love 
again sometime soon.

“He won’t die of a broken heart,” 
Horvath said. 

A parks department rep said the 
agency’s exterminator suspended 
the use of rat poison in Prospect 
Park as of Dec. 6, following the 
hawk sighting.

It’s not the fi rst time an animal 
lover failed to save an ailing bird 
found in Brooklyn’s Backyard. 
This fall, a wildlife advocate pulled 
an  injured swan from Prospect 
Park Lake  with help from a park 
worker, only to watch the bird per-
ish from its wound caused by an il-
legal barbed fi shing hook shortly 
thereafter.

GROUNDED: Park rangers handed this red-tailed hawk off to a Long Island rescuer after it was found poisoned in Prospect Park 
on Dec. 3, but it was sadly too late to rehabilitate the bird, which died later that day. Bobby Horvath

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a big trucking deal.

Thousands of big-rigs will 
be forced to rumble along 
Brooklyn Heights streets if 
state lawmakers don’t green-
light legislation to acceler-
ate the reconstruction of a 
decrepit stretch of the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway that 
runs through the nabe, accord-
ing to city transit honchos, 
who warned locals at a Mon-
day meeting that the roadway 
will soon be unable to hold the 
heavy vehicles.

“The corrosion in the rebar 
will have reached a point where 
the capacity of the structure to 
carry trucks is going to be re-
duced,” said Tanvi Pandya, a 
project manager overseeing the 
repairs. “We’re really concerned 
that we don’t miss that. We want 
to stay ahead of that curve.”

Department of Transporta-
tion engineers  cracked open the 
expressway’s triple cantilever  
— which runs beneath Brook-
lyn Heights’ fabled promenade 
and above Furman Street — 
last year, and subsequently 
discovered that the massive 
trucks that cruise it daily will 
cause the three-tiered struc-
ture to start rapidly deterio-
rating in 2026, Pandya said, 
forcing the city to repeatedly 
fi x problems that pop up as the 
cantilever crumbles or redi-
rect the four-wheelers to local 
streets including Atlantic Av-
enue, Jay Street, and Flatbush 
Avenue.

“At that point, we can ei-
ther keep letting the trucks on 
— which means we’re going 
to have bigger and bigger pot 
holes, bigger issues, and more 
emergency shutdowns — or 
we start diverting truck traf-
fi c,” she said. “Which all of you 
know is not the way we want to 
go because there’s nowhere for 
the trucks to go.”

The city is coughing up $1.9 
billion to fi x a 1.5-mile stretch 
of the 70-year-old span between 
Atlantic Avenue and Sands 
Street, and workers plan to be-
gin the reconstruction in 2024 
and wrap it sometime after 
2028.

But  local transit honchos 
are pushing lawmakers in Al-
bany to pass legislation that 
would speed up the repairs by 
authorizing “design-build,”  a 
process that would solicit one 
bid for the project’s design and 
construction instead of hiring 

unique fi rms for each phase, 
and cut about $113 million from 
the job’s total cost.

And if Gov. Cuomo approves 
the so-called streamlined pro-
cess for the city-run project 
by this spring, work on the ex-
pressway could begin as soon 
as 2021 and end before 2026, ac-
cording to the transportation 
department.

Cuomo previously allowed 
several state-run agencies to 
use design-build, including the 
New York State Department of 
Transportation, which imple-
mented the process to construct 
the  new Kosciuszko Bridge . 

But he has yet to sign off on 
legislation approving its use by 
city agencies on infrastructure 
projects, despite  Mayor DeBla-
sio’s  and other local pols’ de-
mands that he do so.

State Sen. Marty Golden (R-
Bay Ridge) introduced legisla-
tion in Albany’s upper cham-
ber last spring that would have 
authorized the city to use de-
sign-build on eight projects, in-
cluding the Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway reconstruction, 
but it never made it to the gov-
ernor’s desk.

Golden told  The New York 
Post  that he plans to reintro-
duce the bill as soon as possi-
ble, however, and his colleague, 
the former assemblyman 
and newly elected  state Sen. 
Brian Kavanagh (D–Brooklyn 
Heights) , said he would urge 
his fellow senators to support 
the legislation, though he could 
not speak to the likelihood of it 
becoming law.

“I can’t speak for the other 
parties in this — I can tell you 
it’s going to be one of my top 
priorities,” Kavanagh said. 
“My new role in the Senate is 
to make sure everybody in Al-
bany understands this is some-
thing we need to get done.”

What the truck?!

LAST SUPPER
Ailing hawk found in Prospect Park dies after eating poisoned rat

GONER: Rescuers attempted to save 
this injured swan found in Prospect Park 
Lake this fall, but the bird ultimately 
perished. 

Big-rigs may clog Heights if BQE fi x drags

WON’T HOLD: Trucks may be 
banned from the Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway if its beleaguered 
triple cantilever can’t be fi xed by 
2026, city transit honchos said. 
 File photo by Jason Speakman
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C-GAL Jewelers
Family Owned & Operated

OUR LAST CHRISTMAS  AFTER 32 YEARS
WE LOVE OUR CUSTOMERS.....STOP BY AND SAY GOODBYE

ALL GOLD AT OLD AFFORDABLE PRICES

ALL JEWELRY 
50% - 70% OFF

In store only

Come pick up a treasure 
GOLD, SILVER & DIAMONDS

WWW.ALLMYGOLD.COM

Sterling Silver Studs Earrings
1 carat cubic zirconia

Great stocking stuff er
Reg $50

Now $10

Real Roses 
dipped in 24K gold
A gift that lasts forever

 Reg $75- 100

Now $50

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It offi cially sign-ed off!

Workers tore the 15-foot red 
neon letters composing Brooklyn 
Heights’s iconic Watchtower sign 
from their framework on Dec. 6 as 
part of Donald Trump’s son-in-law 
Jared Kushner’s  ongoing trans-
formation of the former Jehovah’s 
Witnesses headquarters into a 
swanky offi ce space .

The Witnesses fi led plans with 
the Department of Buildings this 
summer  to rip the East River-fac-
ing characters that towered over 
the nabe for more than 40 years 
from the roof of the Columbia 
Heights building , but locals were 
left guessing when that day would 
actually come.

And without notice on Dec. 6, 
workers climbed up onto the roof 
and started removing the heavy 
letters one by one in reverse — the 
“R” going fi rst, and the “W” last.

Kushner stepped down as the 
chief executive of his develop-
ment fi rm Kushner Companies 
in January, after the company 
— in a collective with developers 
Livwrk and CIM group called 
Columbia Heights Associates — 
purchased the building for $340 
million in 2016. The group an-
nounced its  plan to turn the re-
ligious organization’s home base 
into a massive offi ce-and-retail 
complex  in June.

The Jehovah’s Witnesses made 
their home in Brooklyn for more 
than a century, but the group is re-
locating its headquarters upstate 
and is bringing the letters with 
them.

The framework that held the 
characters — which includes a 
flashing temperature and date 
— remains in place, however, 
and may soon hold a new marker 
above Brooklyn Heights, accord-

ing to one of the building’s own-
ers.

“As the property undergoes 
its transformation into a world-
class office campus, there is an 
opportunity to bring a new bea-
con to the Brooklyn skyline,” said 
Asher Abehsera, the founder of 
Livwrk.

The Watchtower letters join 
many now-gone placards that 
once hovered above Brooklyn, 

including the Kentile Floors, 
 Eagle Clothes , and Bruno 
Truck Sales signs in Gowanus, 
Red Hook’s E.J. Trum sign 
— all of which remains are a 
f loating period and “R” — and 
Williamsburg’s Domino Sugar 
sign,  which will return to the 
factory’s landmarked refinery 
building after it is made over 
into a glass-and-brick office 
space .

While no one 
was watching

WATCHING ‘EM GO: (Clockwise, from above) Workers on Dec. 6 removed the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses’ iconic Watchtower letters, which towered over Brooklyn 
Heights for more than 40 years. The religious organization is taking the charac-
ters, including the “W,” to their new upstate headquarters. The 15-foot structures 
no longer look out over the East River. Workers began by taking down the “R.”
 Photos by Paul Martinka

‘Watchtower’ quietly removed from building
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour
Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They want more breathing room 
on the Brooklyn Bridge.

City offi cials released a plan to 
widen the pedestrian promenade 
on the borough’s namesake span 
in order to better accommodate 
the thousands people who cross it 
on foot and bicycle each day, De-
partment of Transportation hon-
chos announced on Dec. 8. 

And it’s about time to fi x the 
Brooklyn Bridge’s current path-
way — a dangerous two-lane strip 
where pedal-pushing cyclists of-
ten swerve to avoid picture-tak-
ing tourists — according to a lo-
cal, who said waiting much longer 
could lead to a fatal catastrophe.

“I was just walking here think-
ing, ‘Someone’s going to die one 
day from these cyclists trying to 
zoom over the bridge,’” said Wind-
sor Terrace resident Camille Win-
ter. “There’s just not enough room 
with all the tourists who want to 
take the photos and everything.”

Pedestrians and bike riders 

crossing the Brooklyn-to-Man-
hattan bridge currently share one 
narrow path that’s divided in half: 
Brooklyn-bound walkers stay to 
the right of it and cyclists heading 
to the borough keep to the left. But 
those traversing either side must 
share their lane with Manhattan-
bound travelers moving towards 
them in the opposite direction, 
increasing the chances of colli-
sions.

Local pols for years  pushed 
for ideas to expand the East River 
crossing’s elevated walking-and-
biking path , which Brooklyn Pa-
per readers  deemed among Kings 
County’s scariest places to ride .

And in 2016, the city’s transit 
agency tapped engineering fi rm 
Aecom to research congestion-re-
duction options including widen-
ing the pathway.

That study’s results led trans-
portation honchos to release their 
plan for building out the prom-
enade, which proposes creating 
two dedicated pedestrian paths 

and one two-way lane for cyclists 
— and  cites  this newspaper’s cov-
erage of calls for expanding the 
passageway.

But before agency offi cials 
make any changes to the land-
marked Brooklyn Bridge, which 
city preservationists would need 
to approve, they will conduct a 
roughly two-year study of the 
span’s cables beginning in 2019 
to ensure the crossing can safely 
hold extra weight, according to 
transportation-department reps.

Another bridge stroller said 
he also welcomed a promenade 
makeover that better separates 
those on two wheels from those 
on two feet in order keep pedes-
trians safe on the span.

“Sometimes bikers are going 
very fast and pedestrians are not 
paying attention, or vice versa, 
so if they could be separate that 
would be brilliant,” said Jordyn, 
who lives in the outer borough of 
Manhattan and refused to give 
his last name. 

Transit honchos also plan to 
mitigate congestion on the bridge 
by restricting the area at its Man-
hattan end where vendors hawk-
ing food and souvenirs can park 
their carts, which draw crowds 
that spill into the designated bike 
lane, according to reps.

And following the agency’s de-

but of a  new car-free gateway at the 
Brooklyn end of the span , offi cials 
said they also want to transform 
one of the bridge’s old off-ramps in 
Manhattan, which is now closed 
to traffi c, into a dedicated cyclists’ 
path that would connect to a re-
cently re-opened bike lane as part 
of their plan.

City wants to pack ‘em on

MORE ROOM: The city wants to expand the biking-and-walking path on the Brook-
lyn Bridge promenade by creating two dedicated pedestrian paths and one, two-
way lane for cyclists. Department of Transportation 

Offi cials reveal plan to expand Brooklyn Bridge’s pedestrian path

Every year, the animated 
adaptation has youngsters 
and adults alike clapping for 
their favorite characters. And 
its poignant and mature story 
line, in which Charlie Brown 
and the gang learn the true 
meaning of Christmas, may be 
vintage, but it will never get 
old, said Tyler. 

“It’s something that I 
think kids can really enjoy — 
it’s the Charlie Brown char-
acters — but also adults, be-
cause the Christmas special 
is strange. Charlie Brown is 
sort of depressed and going 
through these things that you 
wouldn’t normally associate 
with a kid,” he said. “They 
just don’t make that kind of 

television anymore. To really 
put that on display has really 
been very fun and funny to 
us.” 

And as the cast celebrates 
the 10-year anniversary of put-
ting on the show, they are look-
ing forward to the next 10, said 
Tyler. 

“We’ve watched kids grow 
up, they came as a baby and 
now they’re 9 or 10 years old. 
We want to keep doing it for as 
long as forever,” he said. “Over 
the course of this, my wife and 
I got married, we just had a 
baby, our life keeps changing 
but this is the one thing that 
we maintain.”

“A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas” at Littlefi eld (635 Sackett 
St. between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, www.lit-
tlefi eldnyc.com). Dec. 16–17 at 1 
pm and 3 pm. $15.

gets regular calls complaining 
about the strange outages.

“Some areas are prone to 
outage, I think north of Quen-
tin Road” said Councilman 
Alan Maisel (D–Marine Park). 
“Nobody has called this week, 
but it’s been a problem plagu-
ing us for a long time, certainly 
the past couple of years.”

The outages have local so-
cial media all abuzz. Marine 
Park resident Barbara Wag-
ner says she has seen Facebook 
posts recently from people la-
menting outages in the area of 
Quentin Road, Avenue R, Fill-
more Avenue and 35th and 36th 
streets. 

Residents speculate that 
transformer blowouts might ex-

plain the frequent outages — but 
are at a loss to explain why there 
would be frequent blowouts.

“We do blow transformers,” 
said Sherman-Epstein. “We had 
an explosion in the last month 
or two and got a call from Con 
Edison saying they’re working 
on it.”

For its part, Con Edison 
says there are no particular 
problems with their equipment 
in the area.

“There are no specific is-
sues or anomalies regarding 
equipment in Marine Park,” 
said Con Edison spokesman 
Bob McGee.

Marine Park is served by 
overhead electrical equipment 
which is more common in less 
densely populated areas. Out-
ages in such areas can occur 
due to damage to the equip-
ment brought on by difficult 

weather, tree branches, and 
traffic accidents —  even bird 
nests and mylar balloons . Con 
Edison has 3,947 miles of over-
head wires and 3,515 overhead 
transformers across Brook-
lyn, versus 28,805 miles of un-
derground cable and 6,574 un-
derground transformers in the 
borough, according to McGee.

There are advantages and 
disadvantages to both overhead 
and underground equipment, 
according to McGee. Overhead 
equipment is more susceptible 
to the elements, he said, but 
can also be repaired quickly. 

And Con Edison does seem 
to be doing a lot of repairs in 
Marine Park this year.

“They’ve been working in 
the 30s and on Fillmore since 
the summer,” said Bob Tracey, 
president of the Marine Park 
Civic Association. 

‘CHRISTMAS’LIGHTS OUT
Continued from page 1Continued from page 1
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Angel Guardian fi nally got its wings.

The Sisters of Mercy offi cially sold 
the sprawling Angel Guardian home in 
Dyker Heights, according to a spokes-
woman, who said the new plans will in-
clude “some affordable housing” and 
open public space. But some locals are 
disappointed that it doesn’t seem to be 
earmarked for seniors as many had 
hoped.

The future of the building, which takes 
up an entire city block, has been hotly de-
bated among local pols, organizations, 
and civic groups since last year, when 
 the Bay Ridge Courier broke the news 
that the Sisters of Mercy would sell the 
space . The terms of sale are still secret, 
according to the spokeswoman, which 
frustrates some locals, including one who 
spearheaded an effort urging the Sisters 
to ensure that the property would be de-
voted to affordable housing for seniors. 

“I don’t know what they mean by 
‘some affordable housing’ — what the af-
fordable housing it is, who it’s for,” said 
Fran Vella-Marrone of the  Guardians of 
the Guardian Committee, a civic group 
that organized a petition and letter-writ-
ing campaign that led nearly 1,000 Brook-
lynites to call on the Sisters to select a 
developer who would create affordable se-
nior housing, support services, and open 
space . “They didn’t say it was for seniors, 

we’re looking for senior housing there.” 
At a neighborhood meeting last month 

about the future of the property, Vella-
Marrone said that 20 percent of Dyker 
Heights residents are more than 60-
years-old — far more than can be accom-
modated by the area’s only affordable-se-
nior-housing development, Shore Hill in 
Bay Ridge. Shore Hill has 558 apartments 
for elders — 325 studios and 233 one-bed-
rooms — with 450 local oldsters on a wait-
ing list just for the studios, according to a 
spokesman for the residence. 

The sale appears to fit the Sisters’ 
plan for the space, since  the nuns earlier 
this year said that they aimed to sell the 
building to an affordable-housing devel-
oper . 

The Catholic Charities Diocese of 
Brooklyn and Queens earlier this year 
planned to buy the space and turn it into 
low-income housing for seniors before a 
fi nancial analysis showed that the project 
wasn’t viable, according to the diocese.

At last month’s neighborhood meeting, 
a representative from Catholic Charities 
presented a new proposal for the space, 
which included 90 mixed-income apart-
ments for seniors making 30–130 percent 
of the area’s median income of $90,000, 
plus medical and support services, as 
well as a senior center, dining room, and 
recreation facilities that would all be 
open to the public, and also a space that 
could possibly be used as a public pri-
mary school. 

But a source close to the matter said 
that Catholic Charities’ bid — the only 
one known to specifi cally include afford-
able senior housing — was not the one the 
Sisters chose. The same source said the 
sale price was around $23 or $24 million.

Catholic Charities could not be 
reached for comment.

The Sisters of Mercy constructed the 
building in 1899 and operated it as an 
orphanage until the 1970s. The grounds 

cover the area of three football fi elds, 
bounded by 12th and 13th avenues and 
63rd and 64th streets. Until now, the site 
has  housed the offi ces of the foster-care 
program of sister organization Mercy 
First, as well as the Narrows Senior Cen-
ter, run by Catholic Charities . The lot 
is zoned for rowhouses, and a developer 
could build up to three stories on the 
land, city records show.

Vella-Marrone said that the commit-
tee only found out about the sale last 
week because members repeatedly con-
tacted the Sisters of Mercy for more in-
formation on the future of the building. 
She added that the group is waiting on 
the Sisters to provide it with more infor-
mation about the terms of sale, which she 
said locals deserve to know.

“It’s very vague. We still feel like we’re 
in the dark, and we deserve to know a lit-
tle bit more since we’ve been communi-
cating with them on a regular basis and 
we’re the community,” she said. “I think 
it’s only appropriate that the Sisters let 
us know — what is the development going 
to be?”

The spokeswoman from Sisters of 
Mercy did not respond to a request for 
comment about when the current occu-
pants of the building would need to leave, 
when the new owners would take posses-
sion, or any other details about the terms 
of sale.

Nuns close deal on Dyker’s Angel Guardian Home

OFF THE MARKET: The Sisters of Mercy have 
agreed to sell Dyker Heights’ sprawling Angel 
Guardian Home to unknown buyers.  
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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sion included free treats 
for pups that waited pa-
tiently for their turn with 
Santa Claus, which were 
a hit among some of the 
spirited canines in atten-
dance, according to Addo.

“Ava was a big fan of 
the treats,” she said.

And many mutts 
sported their fi nest holi-
day attire for the occa-
sion, some channeling Old 
Saint Nick himself in red-
and-white suits.

“It was funny to see 
dogs dressed up in Santa 
costumes,” said Tim 
Baker,  whose Chihua-
hua mix Benny — adopted 
from Casey’s rescue — 
was  also clad in seasonal 
garb.

Pet owners took home 
digital and physical cop-
ies of their furry kids’ 
photos with the North Pole 
resident after the event, 
according to the volun-
teer, who said organizers 
raised more than $2,600 to 
support the shelter’s criti-
cal care fund and other 
needs.

based on what Community Board 
13 charges is a sloppy and incom-
plete environmental assessment by 
the Department of Homeless Ser-
vice of a property that once hosted a 
polluting dye factory and garage for 
garbage trucks.

For much of the 20th century, 
 the shelter site housed the Brooklyn 
Yarn Dye Company , which poured 
toxic aniline and  hexavalent chro-
mium  into Coney Island Creek, ac-
cording to Denson. 

The site at Neptune Avenue be-
tween W. 22nd and W. 23rd streets 
was also previously used as a De-
partment of Sanitation garage for 
truck repairs, city records show, 
which local environmental activ-
ist Ida Sanoff said means that its 
soil could also contain traces of 
 Mirex , an insecticide frequently 
used in Sanitation facilities until it 
was banned by the Environmental 
Protection Agency in 1978. And the 
property was later used as a large 
dental clinic where dentists mixed 
silver and toxic mercury to make 
dental amalgam to fi ll cavities, ac-
cording to Sanoff. 

But the property’s environmen-
tal assessment — by Aecom, a pri-
vate engineering fi rm — did not 
mention the site’s past history as a 

dental clinic, nor did it address the 
full scope of the building’s history 
as a dye factory, according to Sanoff, 
who was invited by CB13 to present 
her concerns at its Nov. 29 board 
meeting at the board’s request. 

The assessment also failed men-
tion that after the dental clinic 
fl ooded in Hurricane Sandy, its op-
erator, Coney Island Hospital, de-
cided to   re-open it in a new location 
a half-mile away  because the origi-
nal site — in the words a represen-
tative at the Nov. 29 meeting — was 
“too toxic.”

Sanoff detailed her concerns in 
a Nov. 27 letter outlining the envi-
ronmental report’s inaccuracies 
and omissions that she sent to the 
state Department of Environmental 
Conservation, the commissioner of 
the Department of Homeless Ser-
vices, and Councilman Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island), among other 
offi cials. She said her review of the 
environmental assessment proves 
that the assessment was hasty and 
sub-par.

“There were all of these inac-
curacies in the environmental as-
sessment. They did the minimum 
of what they had to do. They just 
wanted to get it over with as quickly 
as possible, do the bare minimum, 
and that was it,” said Sanoff, the 
executive director of the National 
Resources Protective Association. 
“And I think the community that 

lives here was owed a lot more.”
Sanoff is concerned not only for 

the families who would live at the 
new, seven-story shelter, but also 
the people living in the surround-
ing area, who could be exposed to 
toxins stirred up during construc-
tion — not least through contami-
nation of the nearby community 
garden, where locals grow fruit and 
vegetables. 

“I’m concerned about what’s go-
ing on with the construction and 
the excavation,” she said.

The district manager said that 
the city should commission an-
other, more complete environmen-
tal assessment to address locals’ 
concerns.

“They should do a complete en-
vironmental assessment so there’s 
no information left uncovered,” 
said Eddie Mark. 

Women in Need — which is run 
by former Council speaker Chris-
tine Quinn — was not directly in-
volved in the environmental assess-
ment of the property, according to a 
spokesman, who said construction 
would not begin until the area was 
deemed safe and the environmental 
assessment approved. 

But the city signed off on the en-
vironmental assessment in accor-
dance with standard protocol, ac-
cording to Department of Homeless 
Services spokesman Isaac McGinn, 
and that the department was con-

fi dent in Aecom and “their evalua-
tion that this location meets all ap-
plicable environmental standards.” 

Aecom did not return a request 
for comment about Sanoff’s letter 
by press time. 

The state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation said 
through a spokesperson that it was 
reviewing Sanoff’s letter.

Treyger said he wants offi cials 
answer Sanoff’s points.

“I would like to see the relevant 
city and state environmental regu-
lators weigh in and provide expert 
analysis of these fi ndings and ad-
dress the concerns raised in the let-
ter to ensure the safety of residents 
in this community and of this pro-
posed facility,” he said.

McGinn said that the depart-
ment plans to form a Community 
Advisory Board — as it does for 
each new shelter it opens — so that 
any interested local community 
members can address concerns as 
they arise and ensure the facility 
is integrated into the community. 
But McGinn said the board would 
not become active until the facility 
opens.

Sanoff doubted that another 
community board would make any 
difference.

 “Why are they forming a Com-
munity Advisory Board when we 
have a community board?” she 
asked.

PETSSHELTER
Continued from pag 1 Continued from page 1
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Onofrio D. Oro Fine Jewelers is Fifth Avenue’s gem
His jewelry is fit for three 

queens — the Queen Mary 2, 
the Queen Elizabeth, and the 
Queen Victoria.

Onofrio Demattia of Onofrio 
D. Oro Fine Jewelers is Cunard 
Cruise Lines’ top-selling jew-
elry salesperson for two con-
secutive years. He cruises the 
world, lecturing about gems, 
and offering passengers his 
custom-designed jewelry in 
shops aboard these gorgeous 
ocean liners. 

But you don’t have to sail 
the seven seas to make a pur-
chase because Demattia has a 
store in Bay Ridge where he of-
fers one-of-a-kind masterpieces 
that are created by him, right 
on the premises. 

Among the special pieces 
include rare gemstones such as 
Alexandrites. 

“They are one of the rar-
est gemstones in the world,” 
he says. They change color 
as their exposure to sunlight 
changes. In the day, they may 
be emerald-color in appear-
ance. By night, they turn pur-

ple or ruby-colored. They make 
beautiful rings.

Only about 60 karats per 
year are mined, and usually 
they are a half karat or less, he 
says. 

“Anything over two karats is 
considered a museum piece.” 

Yet, Demattia has a 2.08 
stone, set in a platinum ring, 
adorned on each side by dia-
mond baguettes, at the shop. 

That would make one spec-
tacular gift.  

Indicolite tourmaline is an-
other gem that is in demand. 
Onofrio D. Oro carries pen-
dants featuring this blue-ish 
green stone that is highly cov-
eted. Some say indicolite brings 
happiness and helps to relieve 
stress. It is also the modern 
birthstone for those born dur-
ing the month of October. 

What makes shopping at On-
ofrio D. Oro so inviting is its 
unique pieces. Here, you’ll find 
jewelry that you won’t find any-

where else. They are offered at 
affordable prices because there 
is no middle man, says Demat-
tia. It is Demattia who creates 
everything. 

Yet, if you don’t find the piece 
of your dreams, don¹t despair. 
He will design it for you. 

“Bring us your ideas, and 
we will bring them to life,” he 
says. Customers are involved 
in the process, as the piece 
progresses, seeing sketches, 
wax carvings, and finally wit-

nessing the design turn to 
gold. What an incredible op-
portunity to design something 
extraordinary for yourself or 
someone special.

There are many other gift 
ideas, too. For example, the 
store carries Nomination jew-
elry from Italy, which features 
high-quality stainless steel, 
sterling silver, gemstones, and 
18 karat gold pieces for men 
and women. 

“They are very unique and 

different,” he says. 
You’ll also find Officina Del 

Tempo, elegant watches from 
Italy. 

“They make stunning gifts,” 
he says. 

Demattia’s flare for his craft 
began at New Utrecht High 
School when he took a jewelry-
making class. He enjoyed it so 
much, he went on to earn a de-
gree at the Fashion Institute of 
Technology. He spent a decade 
working for a division of Tif-
fany and Co., and also had a 
shop in Manhattan before open-
ing a jewelry store in Brooklyn 
more than 10 years ago.    

Customers can depend upon 
Onofrio D. Oro to repair jew-
elry, too.  

You can cruise the world, 
looking for fine jewelry. Or, you 
can shop in Bay Ridge. 

Onofrio D. Oro Fine Jewel-
ers [7407 Fifth Ave. between 74th 
and 75th streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 680– 5723]. Open Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, 10:30 
am–6 pm; Thursdays and Sat-
urdays, 10:30 am –7 pm. “Like” it 
on Facebook.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Opa wide!

A new Mediterranean 
restaurant will open next 
year inside the space once 
occupied by Downtown’s din-
ing staple,  Souvlaki House , 
which served its last gyro 
about three months ago. 
And the owners of Greek 
Xpress, who operate a like-
named eatery in Park Slope, 
said their spot’s Hellenic cui-
sine will make its customers 
salivate — just like its be-
loved predecessor’s did for 
45 years.

“We’re really excited to 
serve the community, and 
can’t wait to see our custom-
ers and greet them with great 
food,” said co-owner Jimmy 
Soursos. “We have our own 
concept and identity, but it 
will be very similar to what 
was previously here.”

Workers are busy gut-
ting the former Greek grill 
on Lawrence Street, replac-
ing all of its appliances and 

wires in preparation for 
the new fast-casual joint’s 
grand opening, Soursos 
said, which should be some-

time around February.
“Everything will be 

brand new,” he said.
The Greece-y spoon will 

serve up thin lamb strips 
sliced from a rotating spit 
as well as pork and chicken 
sticks, but its wallet-friendly 

menu offers plenty of options 
to non-meat-eating Mediter-
ranean-food lovers, too, the 
co-owner said.

“It’ll be really high-qual-
ity, affordable Greek fare,” 
said Soursos. “More refi ned 
and modern, with a much 
more fl exible menu as far as 
vegetarians.”

The beloved Souvlaki 
House opened off Fulton Mall 
in 1972, but its owner Theo 
Karabelas cashed out earlier 
this fall and likely packed 
his bags to enjoy retirement 
on the Mediterranean Sea in 
his native Greece, according 
to the building’s landlord 
Tommy Mamounas.

The property owner, who 
will co-own Greek Xpress 
with Soursos, said he part-
nered with the operator of 
the Prospect Park West grub 
hub because he wanted to 
keep a Greek kitchen in the 
nabe.

“We wanted to honor the 
past and also embrace the 

future at the same time. Peo-
ple love the gyro, they love 
Greek cuisine,” Mamounas 
said. “Souvlaki House was 
here for such a long time, we 
wanted to keep that trend 
going and we were lucky 
enough to fi nd somebody 
like Jimmy and his company 
Greek Xpress. Hopefully it’ll 
be a good marriage.”

Loyal patrons of the long-
time staple also hope the 
new joint will measure up, 
according to a neighbor who 
works nearby and said he 
loved chowing down on Souv-
laki House’s classic gyro and 
fries a few times a month.

“I miss his food, he was 
a nice guy, and there were 
nice people working there,” 
said Tony Gonsalves, an em-
ployee of a tattoo parlor a few 
storefronts away.

Greek Xpress (158 Law-
rence St. between Fulton and 
Willoughby streets in Down-
town, www.greekxpress.
com). Opening in 2018.

Former gyro joint is Greeking out!
New Mediterranean-style grill set to replace shuttered Downtown staple Souvlaki House

SUPER-GYROS: Greek Xpress co-owners Tommy Mamounas, left, and Jimmy Soursos are moving the 
Mediterranean fast-food joint into the former home of beloved Downtown eatery Souvlaki House, 
which closed earlier this fall.  Community News Group / Julianne Cuba
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Experience Executive Chef 

Anthony Rinaldi’s
Creative Gourmet Entrees
Open 7 Days - Lunch - Dinner
Brunch: Sat & Sun from 11:30–3:30pm $14.95 p.p.

Specialize in Private Parties 
We accommodate from 20-175 guests

The Perfect Gift
A Dining Certifi cate to

Brooklyn’s Most Awarded Restaurant
Lunch, Dinner & Brunch Gift Certifi cates Available

8518 3rd Ave, Bay Ridge  

Christmas Eve & 
Christmas Day Menu

$55 per person includes
Choice of 7 Appetizers

Choice of 10 Gourmet Entrees
and Choice of 6 Delicious Desserts

(Tax & gratuity not included)

For reservations, call 718-833-6666

Ring in the New Year with us!

includes 4 Course Dinner, Open Bar, 
Champagne Toast & DJ Entertainment

RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED

PLUS: Dinner only, with seatings at 

with Family and Friends

OPEN ALL HOLIDAYS

VALET 
PARKING

We accommodate up to 100 guests
Buffet or sit down 

Off-premise catering available
Private room available 

718-238-0030

MONDAYS TUESDAYS WEDNESDAYS

SATURDAYSFRIDAYSTHURSDAYS

1/2 PRICE WINGS &  
BUCKET SPECIALS 

7PM-CLOSE

STEAK NIGHT 
& DRINKS SPECIAL

FISH FRIDAYS
HAPPY HOUR 5-8PM 

DJ 10PM

PRIME RIB  
SPECIAL

DJ 10PM

TACO TUESDAYS!
BULLDOG’S MARGARITA  

& SANGRIA SPECIAL

2 FOR 1  
BURGERS!
IN HOUSE ONLY

FOOTBALL SUNDAY’S: 

FOR 
PRIVATE 
PARTIES 

CALL
718-238-9260 

PASTARIA

717 86th Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Specializ ing in homemade
pasta & grandma-style piz za

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram

Call us for 
your Christmas & 
Holiday Catering

OPEN NEW YEARS DAY
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www.hunterssteakhouse.com

Deluxe New Year’s Eve 
Four Course Dinner Party Menu

Appetizers
 

Salad 
 

Entrées (CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING) 

(Entées served with Potato and Vegetable) 

Coffee & Dessert 

Party in the New Year

 

The party starts at 9:30pm

New Year’s Eve Options
Ala Carte Dinner seatings are 3pm, 5pm, 7pm

Midnight Party seating is 9pm
$125 p.p. (tax & tip are included)

Dinner Live Music Full Open Bar

LIVE 
MUSIC 
ON WEEKEND

   Open Bar at The Bar
 $40 p.p. 9pm – 2am

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
TAKE-OUT MARKET

MARKET PRICE LIST AND MENU ONLINE: 
WWW.JORDANLOBSTERBROOKLYN.COM

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (Exit 9 or 9A) 

718-934-6300
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS
LOBSTERS BY THE TON!

/4

JORDAN’S MARKET
OPEN HOLIDAYS 

3  $39
/4

F
O
R
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940

July 19, 2015
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
 At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publica

& TELL

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

onx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10

Continued on Page 11

Continued on Page 4

WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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w
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Ridgites headed to St. Anselm’s school 
last weekend for the annual Winter 
Wonderland festival, which featured 
a visit from Santa, “Nutcracker” per-
formances from the Bay Ridge Bal-
let troupe, arts, crafts, games, and a 
bouncy house. 

One Ridge mom said the event of-
fered the perfect excuse for her and 
her boys to get out of the house and 
get into the holiday spirit — and, of 
course, to pay a visit to Santa in the 
process.  

“We went to go visit Santa and 
write a letter to Santa,” said Mireille 
Sophocleous of her kids, 5-year-old 
Andy and 2-year-old Nicholas. “We 
were locked up in the house with snow 
the day before.” 

The Bay Ridge Ballet’s “Nut-
cracker” dancers performed scenes 
from the ballet before their  Dec. 17 
production at Our Lady of Angels 
Church.  And vendors also had the 
chance to show off their homemade 
goods and attract a bevy of new local 
business. One Ridge-based small busi-

ness owner who sold ornaments at the 
event said it was a smashing success 
for her. 

“The event went really well, we 
had a lot of business,” said Alyssa 
Conigliaro of the  Brooklyn Ornament 
Company . 

Conigliaro makes homemade or-
naments year-round out of her Ridge 
home and sold the glass works of art 
for $6–$15 at the Saint Anselm’s event. 
Her best seller, she said, was a clear 
glass bulb fi lled with Swarovski crys-
tals, fake snow, and snowmen.

Ridgites dazzled at Saint Anselm’s Winter Wonderland

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT: (Left) Brothers Sebastian and Filip Bielecki 
hung out with Santa at Saint Anselm’s Winter Wonderland event. 
(Center) Ridge brothers Andy and Nicholas Sophocleous waited 
patiently for their turn on Santa’s lap. (Above) Bay Ridge Ballet 
dancers performed scenes from their upcoming performance of 
the “Nutcracker.”  Photos by Georgine Benvenuto
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Holiday 

Gift Cards 

Available!

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON ENJOY YOUR MEAL WITH 

O’NEILL’S
Since 1933 we have been 

celebrating this Christmas Eve 
and/or Christmas Day with you!

Let our family serve your’s! 

TRADITIONAL 
HOLIDAY MENU

Our Regular/Children’s Menu
WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE

— F I L L I N G  U P  Q U I C K LY—

DINE WITH THE 

O’NEILL’S
CALL FOR RESERVATION AT

718.672.9696
HOLIDAY MEALS TO GO

Enjoy culinary convenience and great 
homemade taste this Christmas Eve and/or 

Christmas Day with our Holiday meals.
Pick up or delivered right to your door.

ROAST MARYLAND TURKEY OR 
VIRGINIA HAM

Served with all the Trimmings
Mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, country style sausage 
and sage stuffi ng, vegetables, gravy and cranberry sauce.

INDIVIDUAL DINNER 4–6 PEOPLE $135
5–9 PEOPLE 10–14 PEOPLE 15–20 PEOPLE $375

ADDITIONAL SIDES HALF TRAY ADDITIONAL SIDES PIES $15

O’NEILL’S 
MASPETH

A Community Staple 
Since 1933

64-21 53RD DRIVE, MASPETH, NY 11378

ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS FOR NEW YEARS EVE & NEW YEARS DAY FESTIVITIES

Come 
Celebrate Your Holidays At 

O’NEILL’S
A Community Staple Since 1933

Let Our Family Serve Your Family!
PLEASE JOIN US

December 17th  Brunch with Santa 11am
CHRISTMAS EVE - Sun., Dec. 24 & CHRISTMAS DAY - Mon., Dec. 25

Call and ask about our special CHRISTMAS menus!

Our annual holiday tradition is back!
Sun., December 31  NEW YEAR’S EVE at O’NEILL’S

Ring in the New Year at O’NEILL’S starting at 6pm.
We’ve got New Year’s menu specials, all-night drink specials, 

complimentary noisemakers, party hats, 
and DJ playing all night long!

Plus our special NEW YEAR’S DAY Brunch!
Offi ce Functions Family Parties

Select dates are still available
Call for availability

FREE VALET PARKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK
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