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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Coney Islanders are rail-
ing against the city and a 
shelter provider, demand-
ing to know why anyone 
would  chose to put a shelter 
for homeless families on a 
toxic Neptune Avenue site 
in a waterfront fl ood zone  
without even an evacuation 
plan.

Shelter provider Women 
in Need — run by former 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn — seemingly se-
lected the site between W. 
22nd and W. 23rd streets 
at random, said one local, 
calling it the worst possi-
ble place they could choose 
to house homeless women 
and kids, given the site’s en-

vironmental issues and its 
location on the waterfront 
of  highly polluted   Coney Is-
land Creek . 

“My question for Chris-
tine Quinn and local lead-
ership is, do you think plac-
ing homeless women and 
children on a fl ood zone, 
on a contaminated site, is a 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
There’s an internal battle brew-
ing over the BQE and BQX.

Transit honchos in charge of 
fi xing the dilapidated Brooklyn–
Queens Expressway want the 
mayor to hit the brakes on his 
controversial $2.5-billion street-
car plan because the two massive 
infrastructure projects will butt 
heads.

The Department of Trans-
portation must repair the 1.5-
mile stretch of the decrepit road-
way between Atlantic Avenue 
and Sands Street in Brooklyn 
Heights before the triple canti-
lever — which runs beneath the 
neighborhood’s promenade and 
above Furman Street —  crum-
bles beneath the weight of the 
thousands of big-rigs that rumble 
across it daily .

But Hizzoner’s plan to lay 14 
miles of light-rail tracks from 
Sunset Park to the outer bor-
ough of Queens  that would run 
along streets in Red Hook, Fort 
Greene, Dumbo, and Brooklyn 
Heights ,  including on Atlantic 
Avenue , will impact the city’s 
work on the expressway and 
cause even more chaos on the lo-

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The city secretly turned 
a Fourth Avenue hotel 
into yet another home-
less shelter in the dead of 
night without consulting 
the community or giv-
ing proper notice, Sunset 
Parkers alleged at the last 
Community Board 7 meet-
ing of the year. 

One irate local said 
that the latest hotel-
turned-shelter — between 
25th and 26th streets — is 
yet  another dishonest ma-
neuver  by the city to  fi ll 
the nabe with more tran-
sients . 

“They’re not supposed 
to be in hotels, they’re sup-
posed to be in shelters,” 

said Tim Murphy. “They’re 
taking them over,” he said 
of the neighborhood’s inns. 
“One by one, they’re be-
coming homeless family 
shelters.”

CB7 district manager 
Jeremy Laufer said that 
the Department of Home-
less Services contacted 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 8Continued on page 8

Marine Park 
pizzeria 

goes kosher
BY ADAM LUCENTE

A Marine Park pizzeria with a 
long tradition in the Brooklyn 
pizza scene has decided to adopt 
a tradition that’s even older — it’s 
going kosher.

Vinny Fontana’s father Fran-
cesco opened up the fi rst The 
Original Pizza location in Canar-
sie back in 1964, and the family 
still has pizzerias in Canarsie, in 
Bay Ridge, and in Flatlands, as 
well as the Avenue U location in 
Marine Park. But that neighbor-
hood’s increasing Jewish popu-
lation prompted Fontana to try 
something new.

“The neighborhood is chang-
ing so much. I thought ‘before I 
retire, I wanna try this,’ ” said 
Fontana.

Mike Arje, who has known 
Fontana for years, came on as 
a co-owner in December to help 

Continued on page 6
A HIGHER AUTHORITY: Vinny Fontana and Mike Arje, owners of The Original Pizza in Marine Park, now serve kosher 
pizza, with the same Italian taste. Photo by Erin Lefevre

PIZZA MITZVAHPick a lane: 
BQE or BQX, 
honchos say

Shelter headed for fl ood zoneCity sneaks in homeless hotel
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OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

BARELY ALIVE: Cops found the ailing canine left for dead inside a Cypress Hills park.

Guy attacked with tool in B’Hill
BY COLIN MIXSON

Cops are searching for a hammer-wielding 
fi end and his wanton accomplice wanted for 
pulverizing a guy with the tool in Boerum 
Hill on Dec. 20.

The 64-year-old victim told police he 
was near Dean Street and Fourth Avenue 
at 3:45 pm when the man grabbed him in 
a chokehold and demanded cash, before 
smashing him over the head with the ham-
mer in a blow that knocked the guy to the 
ground. 

The brute then grabbed the victim’s 

cellphone and fl ed with a female accom-
plice, authorities said. 

Emergency responders rushed the vic-
tim to New York Methodist Hospital, where 
doctors treated him for a broken jaw, ac-
cording to a report.

Anyone with information regarding 
the incident is asked to call Crime Stop-
pers at (800) 577–8477. The public can also 
submit tips on the Crime Stoppers website 
at www.nypdcrimestoppers.com or by tex-
ting tips to 274637 (CRIMES) then enter-
ing TIP577.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Cops are hunting for the sicko who stuffed 
a wounded dog inside a garbage bag and left 
the ailing pooch for dead in a Cypress Hills 
park on Dec. 19.

Bystanders dialed 911 at 8:30 pm after 
they spotted a garbage bag moving and 
emitting “breathing noises” inside High-
land Park near the Jackie Robinson Park-
way, and cops found the tortured 10 to 
12-year-old shepherd mix with its mouth 
duct taped shut within the sack, according 
to rescuers at animal hospital Verg South 
in Marine Park.

Police contacted another rescue service, 
New York Bully Crew, which sent members 
to retrieve the pooch from the park and 
transport him to the Marine Park clinic, 
where staff treated him with intravenous 
fl uids, antibiotics, and pain medication. 

Veterinarians examined the canine, 
who they dubbed Saint Vincent, and dis-
covered that he was not able to move his 
hind legs — a disability they said is due 
to a suspected neurological condition, for 
which they planned to send the pooch to 
the hospital’s sister facility in Park Slope, 
Verg North, for a MRI and further exami-
nation by a neurologist.

Saint Vincent remains in rough shape, 
but one vet who treated him said that he 
and the dog’s fellow saviors are optimistic 
the poor pooch will live to see better days.

“His prognosis is currently guarded, but 
we are hopeful that he will be able to con-
tinue with treatment and recover,” said Dr. 
Brett Levitzke, Verg’s medical director.

Meanwhile, authorities opened an ani-

mal-cruelty investigation, and Saint Vin-
cent’s rescuers urge anyone with infor-
mation about the maniac who forsook the 
furball to come forward.

“Someone out there knows who did this 
and we are hoping that with media atten-
tion, we’ll be able to help law enforcement 
catch him or her and prosecute him or her 
to the fullest extent of the law,” said Craig 
Fields, founder of New York Bully Crew.

Anyone with information regarding the 
incident is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 
(800) 577–8477. The public can also submit 
tips on the Crime Stoppers website at  www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com  or by texting tips to 
274637 (CRIMES) then entering TIP577.

Barking mad at brute
Maniac leaves wounded dog by road in plastic bag, police say

BACK ON HIS PAWS: The pooch, dubbed Saint 
Vincent by his rescuers, received treatment at a 
Marine Park animal hospital before being sent to 
a Park Slope facility for further examination. Verg
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12
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Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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January
Hey baby! Little Alayna 

Baloch,  the fi rst Brooklyn-
born baby of the year , en-
tered Kings County at 1:38 
am on Jan. 1. The bundle of 
joy weighed seven pounds 
four ounces when doctors 
at Coney Island Hospital 
ferried her into the world, 
which the babe entered 
more than an hour before 
the borough’s next new-
year newborn, Jacob Col-
mar-Espinosa, who arrived 
at 2:51 am. 

Off the rails:  A Long 
Island Rail Road train de-
railed at Atlantic Termi-
nal on Jan. 4 , injuring 104 
passengers. Investigators 
found conductor Michael 
Bakalo — who allegedly 
worked long hours of over-
time before the accident — 
was going twice the fi ve-
miles-per hour speed limit 
when he slammed into the 
bumpers at the Propsect 
Heights hub, reigniting 
conversations about fa-
tigue’s effects on railroad 
accidents. 

February
Jersey tax:  Members 

of Park Slope’s Community 
Board 6 demanded the city 
charge a fee to Brooklyn-
bound motorists crossing 
the Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridge , arguing that driv-
ers from New Jersey clog up 
Kings County roads lead-
ing to Manhattan thanks 
to a 20-year-old law that al-
lows them free passage into 
the borough.

Pony up: The bankrupt 
owner of Kensington Sta-
bles — Prospect Park’s lone 
horseback-riding facility 
— announced she was  put-
ting the barn up for sale at 

auction  after her late hus-
band’s unpaid property 
taxes piled up, but a dark-
horse potential buyer will-
ing to save the pony pal-
ace quickly swept in, and 
she pulled the property 
from the block. The stables’ 
sale saga would continue 
for months before another 
buyer —  Red Hook concrete 
magnate John Quadrozzi, 
Jr.  —  snagged the barn and 
agreed to keep it in the rid-
ing business for at least 
fi ve years . Weeks after the 
November sale, the city 
slapped the stables with 
an emergency vacate or-
der after inspectors found 
its roof partially collapsed, 
but its operators said they 
and the new owner were 
working quickly to fi x the 
problems.

March
Manafort Knox!  A 

neighbor hung a Russian 
fl ag  outside the Carroll Gar-
dens brownstone belonging 
to President Trump’s for-
mer campaign chairman 
Paul Manafort —  whom the 
Feds indicted in October 
for tax fraud and money 
laundering  — to designate 
the Union Street home 
as Manafort’s after news 
spread like wildfi re that he 
owned it.

Bikers’ big win: The 
city threw a bone to avid 
cyclists and said  it would 
install two protected bike 
lanes along four miles 
of Fourth Avenue from 
Boerum Hill to Bay Ridge  
after activists pushed for 
pedalers’ paths along the 
thoroughfare for years.

April
Are you high? A lux-

ury-condo developer re-
vealed plans  to build two 
super-tall towers on the 
edge of Boerum Hill  — one 
74 stories high, and the 
other 38 stories — both of 
which are a sharp break 
from the low-rise neighbor-
hood, and 50 percent larger 
than current zoning al-
lows. The planned 900-unit, 
80 Flatbush complex would 
also include two schools, 
but needs to pass a lengthy 
rezoning process in order 
to rise. 

Hammered out: Cops 
cuffed the long-time dis-
trict manager of Park 
Slope’s Community Board 
6, Craig Hammerman, 
 twice in one week for mis-
demeanor stalking charges  
fi led by his ex-girlfriend. 
The local leader went on 
to take a leave of absence 
and then resign from his 
post, and the case against 
him would eventually be 
dropped when prosecutors 
failed to move it forward.

Spill it:  Twenty-seven 
thousand gallons of oil 
spilled into Gravesend Bay  

after a worker for Bayside 
Fuel Oil Depot Corporation 
left his post and let a con-
tainer overfl ow. The com-
pany immediately notifi ed 
the state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation 
in order to begin clean-up 
efforts, but local offi cials 
did not hear about the spill 
for fi ve more days.

May
Proud day in Brigh-

ton: Locals made history 
in Brighton Beach when 
the nabe  welcomed its fi rst-
ever LGBTQ pride parade . 
Organizers of the march 
through Little Odessa 
feared pushback from the 
mostly Russian-speaking 
conservative community, 
but the event went off with-
out untoward altercations.

Water you doing? Art-
ist Anish Kapoor — the tal-
ent who created Chicago’s 
iconic “The Bean” —  made 
a splash with the debut 
of his new piece “Descen-
sion,”  a whirlpool of swirl-
ing water installed for four 
months at Brooklyn Bridge 

Park’s Pier 1.
Duck and cover!  A 

chunk of steel fell from the 
Manhattan Bridge  landing 
just feet away from patrons 
of an outdoor rock climbing 
gym, which stayed open for 
days as fragments cracked 
off the crossing because au-
thorities assured its owner 
there was nothing to worry 
about.

They’re baa-ck: Four 
goats returned to Prospect 
Park to assist caretakers 
with the meadow’s upkeep 
by  munching on weeds in 
the green space . The clo-
ven-footed workers spent 
time in the Vale of Cash-
mere before taking their 16 
stomachs over to Lookout 
Hill.

June
All aboard: The city 

on June 1  welcomed the 
fi rst passengers aboard its 
Southern Brooklyn ferry 
route , which begins at a 
new pier at the end of 69th 
Street in Bay Ridge and 
travels to the Army Ter-
minal, Red Hook, and Pier 

1 and Pier 6 in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park before cross-
ing the East River to Wall 
Street in Manhattan.   

Saving a local land-

mark: Borough President 
Adams announced his  allo-
cation of $665,000 in funds 
to restore the landmarked 
Erasmus Hall Academy 
building , a structure locals 
battled to save from demo-
lition after the Department 
of Education let it deterio-
rate under the agency’s 
ownership. The beep came 
through with the funding 
after preservationists’ pre-
vious pleas to Mayor De-
Blasio and Council fell on 
deaf ears.

Three cheers! The 
owner of Sunny’s in Red 
Hook announced  she 
raised enough money to 
keep the bar’s doors open  
after generous locals con-
tributed more than $65,000 
to a fund-raiser to save 
the beloved watering hole. 
Donors kicked in enough 
cash to allow Tone Johan-
sen, the widow of the bar’s 
founder, Sunny Balzano, to 
buy the shares in the prop-
erty owned by 18 members 
of Balzano’s extended fam-
ily, who reportedly pre-
ferred to sell the space.

Check, please: The 
aging owners of Ben-
sonhurst’s Vegas Diner 
 served their last meal at 
the neighborhood institu-
tion on June 25  after feed-
ing Southern Brooklynites 
round-the-clock for more 
than 35 years. The iconic 
diner attracted a loyal cli-
entele since it opened in 
1982, and its proprietors 
were in talks to sell the 
building to a developer who 

Oh, to be alive in the Borough of Kings in 2017! It was a year of fi rsts — including the inaugural Brighton Beach pride parade and the 

arrival of a new Caribbean cultural district. But with every fi rst came a last — Bensonhurst’s beloved Vegas Diner closed, and the owner 

of Boerum Hill bar Hank’s Saloon announced the century-old watering hole will soon serve its last drink. The year did not entirely go to 

the dogs, however: a rogue bull took police on a wild steer chase through Prospect Park, authorities recovered a pregnant raccoon from 

a Sheepshead Bay day-care center, and some do-gooders saved an abandoned duck in Gravesend. Relive what else happened in the year 

of our Lord, two thousand and seventeen, in our year in review.

WHAT A YEAR: (Above) Anton Churchin and Andrey Popov sup-
ported the LGBTIQ community during the Brighton Beach Pride 
March on May 20. (Left) Nasma Baloch holds her newborn Alayna 
Baloch, who was the fi rst Brooklyn baby born in the city’s Health 
and Hospital system at Coney Island Hospital on Jan. 1 at 1:38 am. 

BROOKLYN’S BIGGEST 
STORIES OF 2017
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would raze the eatery and 
erect housing, according to 
a co-owner.

July
Up in arms: Members 

of Crown Heights’s Com-
munity Board 9 wasted no 
time in  voting down a city-
backed deal to lease the 
massive Bedford-Union 
Armory to developers  that 
want to build luxury hous-
ing on the site, in addition to 
affordable units and a com-
munity center. The board’s 
vote began the proposal’s 
drawn-out Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure, 
which would conclude with 
Council voting to approve 
the project after the devel-
opers nixed swanky condos 
from their plan. 

Clean start: Park 
Slope’s  historic bathhouse 
emerged from behind scaf-
folding  after a renovation 
that lasted more than a 
year. The 111-year-old build-
ing reopened weeks later 
when new tenant Blink Fit-
ness opened for business.

Spantastic: Two barges 
 sailed the center section of 
the old Kosciuszko Bridge 
into oblivion one July 
morning , ending the fi rst 
phase of the 78-year-old 
span’s state-led demolition, 
a process that would con-
clude in October  with the 
early-morning explosion 
of the severed crossing’s 
remaining approaches . 
A new, colorfully-lit Ko-
sciuszko Bridge  opened 
in April  to replace the ag-
ing crossing, and its like-
named sister span is set to 
debut in 2020.

August
So long: Bay Ridge re-

ligious leaders  hauled a 
plaque commemorating the 
Confederate leader Gen-
eral Robert E. Lee off the 
grounds of the neighbor-
hood’s so-called Church of 
the Generals  in the wake of 
white supremacist protests 
and violence in Charlottes-
ville, sending a message 
that symbols of slavery and 
racism have no place in 
Brooklyn, according to lo-
cal activists.

Sweet! Residents  be-
gan moving in to the mega-
development on the site of 
Williamsburg’s old Dom-
ino Sugar factory  after the 
fi rst of its several apart-

ment complexes opened 
its doors. The fi rst tenants 
of the doughnut-shaped 
structure at 325 Kent Ave. 
arrived several months 
before leaders of the city’s 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission  approved a 
developer’s second plan to 
transform the old sugar 
factory’s landmarked re-
fi nery building into a fu-
turistic glass-and-brick of-
fi ce space .

September
A safer J’Ouvert: 

Thousands of revelers gath-
ered in Crown Heights on 
Labor Day for this year’s 
early-morning J’Ouvert pa-
rade,  which unfolded with-
out a fatality after years of 
deadly violence  following 
the enaction of its strict-
est security measures yet. 
But the precautions, which 
included a signifi cantly in-
creased police presence, re-
sulted in a festival largely 
unrecognizable to long-
time attendees.

Shipped out: Contro-
versial party boats that 
attract raucous crowds at 
the Emmons Avenue piers 
in Sheepshead Bay  will 
be shipped to a new berth 
next season , Mayor DeBla-
sio declared at a town hall 
in the once-quaint fi shing 
village. Hizzoner didn’t 
specify where the boats 
would dock next summer, 
but some locals said that as 
long as they are of the bay, 
that is good enough.

October
Bovine intervention: 

A young bull that  escaped 
from a slaughterhouse led 
police on a thrilling hours-
long chase  through Brook-
lyn streets and into Pros-
pect Park, where he evaded 
authorities’ attempts to 
trap him using soccer nets 
before cops tranquilized, 
lassoed, and shipped him 
off to the city’s Center for 
Animal Care and Control.

Pedestrian traffi c 

only: Mayor DeBlasio  per-
manently banned cars 
inside Prospect Park  be-
ginning in January — elim-
inating a window between 7 
and 9 am on weekdays when 
Downtown-bound motor-
ists can cruise the mead-
ow’s East Drive. Hizzoner’s 
permanent ban followed a 
temporary, summer-long 
car ban in the park.

Big deal: Members of 
the Caribbean community 
cheered local offi cials as 

they  formally designated 
the borough’s cultural dis-
trict in honor of the region , 
dubbed “Little Caribbean,” 
which spans parts of Flat-
bush, East Flatbush, and 
Prospect-Lefferts Gardens 
and is the fi rst enclave of 
its kind in the world.

November
Missed the mark: Fort 

Greeners were fuming after 
the city’s  Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission voted 
to approve a controversial 
redesign of one entrance to 
the neighborhood’s epony-
mous park , arguing the plan 
barely changed after land-
marks honchos criticized 
its disregard for the mead-
ow’s creators’ vision and 
told Department of Parks 
and Recreation offi cials to 
take it back to the drawing 
board in September. 

Justin time: Voters in 
the 43rd Council District 
 elected Democratic can-
didate Justin Brannan to 
replace his former boss, 
term-limited Councilman 
Vincent Gentile , capping 
off one of the city’s most 
hotly anticipated and divi-
sive Council races in the 
district that includes Bay 
Ridge, Dyker Heights, Bath 
Beach, and Bensonhurst. 
Brannan        secured 50.4 
percent of the votes cast, 
beating his closest chal-
lenger, Republican John 
Quaglione, by a margin of 
less than 4 percent.

December
Angel Guardian 

sold: The biggest real es-
tate development in Dyker 
Heights for a generation 
got underway when the  Sis-
ters of Mercy sold the city-
block-sized former orphan-
age  to a mystery buyer.

Signing off:  Without 
warning on Dec. 6, work-
ers took down the iconic 
“Watchtower” sign  from 
the former Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses headquarters as 
part of Donald Trump’s 
son-in-law Jared Kushner’s 
ongoing transformation 
of the Brooklyn Heights 
building into a swanky of-
fi ce space.

Gave ’em L: After stone-
walling for months,  city 
and state offi cials fi nally 
released long-awaited plans  
for how the 400,000 daily L-
train riders will get around 
during the 2019 18-month 
closure of the subway’s un-
derwater Brooklyn-to-Man-
hattan tunnel.

REVIEW
Continued from page 3

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

JORDAN’S
TAKE-OUT MARKET

MARKET PRICE LIST AND MENU ONLINE: 
WWW.JORDANLOBSTERBROOKLYN.COM

CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (Exit 9 or 9A) 
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn, GPS: 3165 Harkness Avenue 

(Across From UA Movies & Next To TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300
SERVING NEW YORK SINCE 1938

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS
LOBSTERS BY THE TON!

/4

JORDAN’S MARKET

CALL FOR LOBSTER PRICES ON OTHER SIZES
3  $39

/4 LOBSTERS
F
O
R

NEW YEARS SPECIAL
$



D
EC. 31, 2017, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

5

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re commanders in cheer!

New York’s Finest doubled as San-
ta’s helpers on Dec. 21, handing out 
gifts to youngsters during Patrol Bor-
ough Brooklyn North’s second-annual 
toy giveaway at the Bushwick station 
house. 

And the jolly old elf himself showed 
up to surprise the lucky tots, who were 
elated to see the man in red after some 
heavy traffi c presumably delayed his 
arrival from the North Pole, accord-
ing to a man in blue.

“Everyone was excited when we 
made the announcement that Santa 

was a couple minutes out, despite the 
long wait,” said Oscar Lopez, a com-
munity-affairs offi cer from the 83rd 
Precinct.

Offi cers from precincts across 
North Brooklyn teamed up to collect 
hundreds of presents that they doled 
out to more than 3,000 underprivi-
leged and sick kids.

The local heroes invited some of 
their more famous, super counter-
parts including Superman and Spi-
derMan to the shindig, where they 
played with the tots and passed out 
tasty snacks and hot chocolate, Lopez 
said.

Men in blue play Santa
THE GIFT OF GIVING: A police offi cer from Patrol Borough Brooklyn North hands out a 
present to a kid.    Photo by Erin Lefevre

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Oh, sister!

The nuns who just re-
cently  sold the sprawling An-
gel Guardian home in Dyker 
Heights to an unknown de-
veloper  apparently sent over 
a cleanup crew to haul away 
three dumpsters worth of un-
opened toys from the former 
orphanage just three days be-
fore Christmas, according to 
the offi ce of Councilman Vin-
cent Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) 
and a source at the Narrows 
Senior Center.

Gentile was on the scene 
for a Christmas party at the 
center — which occupies 
space inside the massive 
building — around midday on 
Dec. 22 when he claims to have 
spotted the crew fi lling up the 
dumpsters, according to his 
spokesman. Gentile moved 
to salvage whatever toys he 
could by reaching out to local 
organizations to see who could 
pick up the playthings, his 
spokesman said, and some of 
the seniors on hand even dove 

to grab the brand-new gifts 
that were strewn all over the 
street to give to their grand-
children for Christmas, the 
source at the center said.

The Sisters of Mercy’s 
move to trash the toys in the 
midst of the holiday season 
was heartless, Gentile said. 

“In this season of giving, 
with dozens of toy drives tak-
ing place across the city, to 
see an entity like the Sisters 
of Mercy — or, should I say, 
the ‘Sisters of No Mercy’ — 
throwing out unopened chil-
dren’s toys is an inexplicable 
disgrace,” he said. 

Gentile arranged to send 
the toys he saved to the local 
Guild for Exceptional Chil-
dren’s preschool in Dyker 
Heights, a spokeswoman at 
the Guild confi rmed. The pre-
school caters to kids with in-
tellectual and developmental 
disabilities. 

Gentile also said through 
a spokesman that the Sisters 
should ensure that the mys-
tery developer it chose “should 
honor the community’s calls 
for affordable housing and-or 
a school on the property, as to 
do this in the cloak of secrecy 
is not a way to deal with the 
community in good faith.” 

The Sisters of Mercy did 
not respond to a request for 
comment by press time. 

Grinches at Guardian
Angel Guardian home dumps unopened toys, witnesses say

TRASHED TOYS: The Sisters of 
Mercy apparently hired a clean-up 
crew to haul away four dumpsters 
of unopened toys — just three days 
before Christmas . 
 Councilman’s Gentile’s Offi ce
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BY LISA J. CURTIS
This steakhouse has 

rare appeal!
Every Brooklyn restau-

rant needs a hook to lure 
in diners, and Downtown’s 
new SaltBrick Tavern lit-
erally has dozens: pink 
neon hooks, to be precise. 
Inspired by meat hooks, 
they are suspended the-
atrically over diners like 
repurposed props from an 
avant-garde production 
of “Sweeney Todd.” But 
SaltBrick Tavern’s most 
important hook is the de-
licious selection of steaks 
that the company dry-ages 
in a room lined with Hima-
layan-salt tiles — lending 
the restaurant its distinc-
tive name.

The dangling hooks 
catch your eye, but it’s 
SaltBrick’s decor that 
reels you in with its warm 
and cozy feel. It offers red 
velour banquettes and gen-
tly glowing pink walls of 
Himalayan-salt bricks as 
an antidote to a blustery 
winter’s night.

And it’s worth the ef-
fort to trudge through the 
snow and pull up a chair 
here. The signature Salt-
Brick Beef options include 
a tender and surprisingly 
fl avorful fi let mignon and 
a bone-in rib eye, dry aged 
for 55 days. Executive chef 
Christopher Kim offers a 
selection of sauces — clas-
sic Bearnaise, bordelaise, 
chimichurri, horserad-
ish cream, or housemade 
steak sauce — but the cuts 
we sampled had such um-
ami that we didn’t even 
consider dipping our 
fork into one. Among the 
side dishes — generously 
portioned for two din-
ers — are decadent, but-
tery mashed potatoes and 
snappy haricots verts. We 

were as beguiled as Perse-
phone by the juicy pome-
granate fruit and crispy 
shallots that elevated 

Kim’s roasted Brussels 
sprouts.

Kim offers many com-
fort-food entrees to delight 

diners on a chilly night. 
The toothsome cavatelli, 
made with fresh carrot 
juice (that lent a subtle 
sweetness), was tossed 
with a perfect rabbit-bo-
lognese sauce and lay-
ered over a bed of creamy 
ricotta cheese. The hearty 
cavatelli had more than 
taste, it had style — it was 
festively garnished with 
wide ribbons of every color 
of carrot. 

Every great meal de-
serves a grand fi nale to 
marvel over, and pastry 
chef Tracy Wilk rises to the 
occasion — like SaltBrick’s 
peerless popovers — with 
her daunting “PieCaken,” 
a towering, deeply choco-
latey assemblage of fi ve 
layers of cake, including 
New York cheesecake and 
Brooklyn Blackout, that 
takes two forks — or more 
— to defeat!

The same hometown 
pride that created the 
“PieCaken” infuses Salt-
Brick’s cocktail and beer 
lists: the grapefruit-in-
fused Loving Cup is made 
with Dorothy Parker gin 
from Williamsburg’s New 
York Distilling Company, 
and the beers are almost 
entirely from Brooklyn 
brewers. 

There’s no doubt about 
it, we’re hooked. SaltBrick 
Tavern’s warm hospitality; 
rich, stick-to-your-ribs fare; 
and commitment to sup-
porting local businesses 
make it a good neighbor 
that we will visit again and 
again.

SaltBrick Tavern [156 
Tillary St. between Flat-
bush Avenue Ext. and Gold 
Street Downtown, (347) 417–
9112, www.saltbricktavern-
nyc.com]. Open Mon–Fri, 
daily, 4 pm–11 pm; Sat, 
Sun, 11:30 am–11 pm.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its 
advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes 
of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

with the kosher switch. 
He said the pizza is sim-
ply a kosher version of 
Fontana’s previous work.

“It’s basically the 
same product, but with 
kosher ingredients,” he 
said. “We’re trying to 
be that authentic Italian 
taste with a little bit of a 
Jewish taste as well.”

A restaurant needs to 
be certifi ed by a rabbi be-
fore it can be considered 
kosher, and must strictly 
comply with Jewish di-
etary laws, which forbid 
the mixing of milk and 
meat, among other things. 
This means old standards 
such as pepperoni pizza 
and the like cannot be 
considered kosher. 

The Original Pizza has 
started serving a few addi-
tional dishes alongside its 
traditional pies  — such 
as falafel — to broaden, 
rather than change the 
eatery’s character.

Fontana said his old 
customers are still com-
ing, in addition to the new 
ones.

“Everyone says it’s just 
like my original pizza,” 
he said. “I’m happy every-
one’s loving it.”

The restaurant’s 

switch to kosher satisfi es 
long-standing demands 
for more kosher pizza 
places in and around Ma-
rine Park, which is home 
to an increasing number 
of Orthodox Jews.

“I’ve always said 
there should be one on 
Avenue S, or Quentin 
Road. A lot of Jewish 
people live there,” said 
Elan Kornblum, from 
Marine Park, who is the 
publisher of Great Ko-
sher Restaurants Inter-
national. “I’d love there 
to be more.”

A kosher pizza afi cio-
nado, Kornblum says The 
Original Pizza’s menu is 
stellar.

“The supreme and the 
grandma are fantastic. 
They have a very good, 
solid slice,” he said. “I 
also had the falafel. It 
had a nice, green color. I 
wouldn’t expect a non-ko-
sher pizza place to serve 
falafel.”

There are limited ko-
sher pizza options in the 
area, including Pizza 
Nosh on Nostrand Ave-
nue, in addition to a few 
other non-pizza kosher 
restaurants in Marine 
Park.

The Original Pizza 
[2911 Avenue U between 
Nostrand Ave. and E. 29th 
Street, (718) 646–8686]

PIZZA

THE MAN BEHIND THE MEAT: (Above) SaltBrick Tavern’s head chef 
Christopher Kim holds the bone-in ribeye steak. (Below) The res-
taurant features neon pink hooks hanging over the visitors in its 
elegant dining room.  Photos by Jordan Rathkopf

OLD AND NEW: The Original Pizza serves its kosher pies from 
its same Avenue U location. Photo by Erin Lefevre

Meat me at SaltBrick Tavern
The new restaurant Downtown is a delicious delight

Continued from page 1 
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good idea?” asked Daniel Io-
annou, a Coney Island resi-
dent. “How does Women in 
Need select properties? Do 
they just point at a map and 
say, ‘let’s pick this one?’ ” 

 The proposed site for 
the 200-unit shelter has 
generated controversy in 
the nabe ever since plans 
for it were fi rst announced 
last year,  when locals 
cited their concerns about 
its proximity to IS 239, a 
school about two blocks 
away, and  rough-and-tum-
ble Kaiser Park , about six 
blocks away. 

At a packed meeting last 
December, local pols and 
environmental activists 
drilled down on the site’s 
possible contamination, cit-
ing  its past use as a former 
dye company, Department 
of Sanitation garage, and 
dental clinic . But locals’ 
concerns have fallen on deaf 
ears, according to the local 
activist who has pointed out 
 errors and omissions in the 
property’s environmental 
assessment,  commissioned 

by the Department of Home-
less Services from Aecom, a 
private engineering fi rm. 

“Nobody looked at it and 
nobody wanted to look at it 
and nobody really cares,” 
said Ida Sanoff, the execu-
tive director of the National 
Resources Protective Asso-
ciation, of the site. 

Sanoff detailed her con-
cerns about the site in a 
Nov. 27 letter to the state De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation, and the com-
missioner of the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services, 
and the district manager, 

Eddie Mark, has asked the 
city to commission an-
other, more complete en-
vironmental assessment. 
But Sanoff said she has not 
yet heard back from any of 
the agencies she contacted, 
and added that she is also 
highly concerned about the 
shelter’s lack of an evacua-
tion plan given its location 
on Coney Island Creek.

“Even if the building 
isn’t damaged [in a fl ood], 
there’s no electricity, there’s 
no water supply, the roads 
are impassable,” Sanoff 
said. “If these people are al-

ready in the shelter system 
and their shelter is unin-
habitable after a fl ood, then 
what do you do with them?”

Ioannou agreed that it 
seems nonsensical to house 
homeless families in a place 
that may have to be evacu-
ated in a crisis.

“Putting more of the 
city’s most vulnerable on 
a fl ood site is never a good 
idea,” he said. “When you 
put people who don’t have 
the capability of leaving in 
harm’s way, that’s never a 
good idea. What’s Women 
in Need’s plan? Are they go-

ing to hand out MetroCards 
to people and say, ‘good 
luck?’ ”

A spokesman for Women 
in Need said that it would 
coordinate with the De-
partment of Homeless Ser-
vices and the city Offi ce of 
Emergency Management 
in the event of any evacu-
ations caused by fl ooding. 
He added that the building 
will be designed to be fl ood 
resilient, with the ground 
fl oor primarily serving as a 
parking garage. 

Plans for the site — 
which city records show 
is not city-owned — were 
fi led with the Department 
of Buildings in October, ac-
cording to records. The de-
veloper, Gal Horowitz, hung 
up when contacted about 
the property. The project’s 
 controversial architect, Sh-
lomo Wygoda,  could not be 
reached for comment. The 
Women in Need spokes-
man did not respond to a 
request for comment about 
the terms of sale or lease of 
the property. 

Ioannou said that 
Women in Need should con-
sider putting the shelter 
in a safer, less fl ood-prone 

neighborhood nearby. 
“It’s time for other neigh-

borhoods to step up and do 
their fair share — prefera-
bly some that aren’t on the 
front lines of fl ooding,” he 
said. “Why should we even 
allow these possibilities 
when we could just move 
two neighborhoods over? 
Bensonhurst doesn’t fl ood 
like Coney does.” 

But the Department of 
Homeless Services chose 
the site in part because Co-
ney Island currently has 
no traditional shelters and 
only one hotel cluster site 
serving 22 families with 
children, which it plans to 
close by the time the Nep-
tune Avenue shelter opens, 
according to a spokesman.

Ioannou said that he 
wasn’t convinced, given 
the contamination and en-
vironmental concerns with 
this site, and alleged that 
the city may simply be mak-
ing a sweetheart deal with a 
powerful political fi gure.

“This thing is being by-
passed without really any 
say,” Ioannou said. “To say 
[Quinn] has infl uence, ab-
solutely, there’s no denying 
that.”

SHELTER

MYSTERY: Coney Islanders are demanding to know why anyone would chose to put a shelter for 
homeless families on this toxic site in a waterfront fl ood zone — without an evacuation plan.    
  File photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Continued from page 1 

the community board on 
Dec. 19 to tell members 
of its plan to begin fi lling 
the Brooklyn Way Hotel 
with homeless single men 
beginning the very next 
day.  

The agency refused to 
confi rm that the shelter 
would house single men, 
when it began using the 
hotel, or when it contacted 
local offi cials, but spokes-
woman Arianna Fishman 
did confi rm that it is cur-
rently renting 22 of the ho-
tel’s 99 rooms and antici-
pates fi lling the rest of the 
rooms by early next year. 

Fishman said the city 
is using hotels as tempo-
rary, emergency shelters 
while it works on fulfi ll-
ing  the mayor’s recently-
announced plan to convert 
homeless “cluster sites” 
into permanent affordable 
housing for homeless fam-
ilies .

She even suggested 
that the agency was do-
ing CB7 a favor by giving 
a whole 24-hour’s notice, 
noting that when the city 

uses a hotel as emergency 
shelter space, the depart-
ment technically doesn’t 
have to alert local offi cials 
until the day of move-in.

But the district man-
ager said the problem is 
less about the short no-
tice than the fact that the 
district already hosts six 
homeless shelters that 
house far more people 
than the number of home-
less in the area. 

“We do more than our 
fair share when it comes 
to the number of people 
we are contributing from 
this community who go 
into the shelter system,” 
said Laufer.

Murphy said he was 
particularly irked that 
when Mayor DeBlasio 
held a town hall in the 
district with Councilman 
Carlos Menchaca (D–Sun-
set Park) recently, and 
that neither the mayor, 
Menchaca, nor any lo-
cals raised  the issue of 
the nabe’s saturation of 
hotels-turned-shelters , 
an omission that Murphy 
believes was arranged by 
Menchaca, who selected 
who got to ask questions. 

“Nobody asked him a 

question about it, but it 
was orchestrated,” he said. 
“Carlos Menchaca pointed 
to the people to ask ques-
tions: softball question 
number one, softball num-
ber two.”

Menchaca was just as 
blindsided by the Fourth 
Avenue hotel shelter as 
the rest of the community, 
according to a spokesman. 
In a better-late-than-never 
statement, the councilman 
called on the mayor to re-
turn to Sunset Park and 
explain to residents face-
to-face why his adminis-
tration keeps ambushing 
their neighborhood with 
so many shelters, adding 
that DeBalsio is not fulfi ll-
ing his promise in his 2017 
plan to keep communities 
abreast of shelter plans. 

“Establishing shelters 
in the dark of night breaks 
any possibility of trust 
between neighborhoods 
and an administration,” 
Menchaca said. “I call on 
Mayor DeBlasio to explain 
to the residents of Sunset 
Park why the Department 
of Homeless Services has 
failed to offer advance no-
tice and community en-
gagement.” 

cal thoroughfares, accord-
ing to the city’s Deputy 
Commissioner of Bridges.

“I had a conversation 
with somebody who was 
working on the BQX. They 
are thinking about it going 
down Atlantic Avenue and 
across Columbia [Street], 
and I said ‘Look, we’re going 
to be there, I don’t think it’s 
a good idea,’ ” Bob Collyer 
said during a public meet-
ing about repairs to the ex-
pressway’s triple cantilever 
on Dec. 11. “That’s as far as 
we got.”

Work on the two multi-
billion-dollar projects 
would likely overlap. The 
city hopes to begin laying 
tracks for the Sunset Park-
to-Queens people mover 
in 2019 to have it shuttling 
passengers by 2024. And 
transit offi cials intend to 
open up the triple cantile-
ver for renovations by 2021 
and end the job by 2026 
if the state green-lights a 
process to streamline de-
sign and construction, 
otherwise work would be-
gin around 2024 and wrap 

sometime after 2028.
Another transportation 

honcho said her team would 
try to work with leaders 
in charge of the Brooklyn 
Queens Connector’s cre-
ation to ensure smooth con-
struction should the two 
be built simultaneously.

“We’re in touch with 
them, we will coordinate 
with them,” said Tanvi 
Pandya, a project manager 
overseeing the express-
way’s repairs.

 DeBlasio fi rst pitched 
the taxpayer-funded trol-
ley  — which is supported 
by the private advocacy 
group Friends of the Brook-
lyn Queens Connector, 
Dumbo-based developer 
Two Trees, and other real-
estate companies — in 2016 
because he said it would 
bring transportation to 
subway-starved communi-
ties along the waterfront.

But many residents 
and local leaders claimed 
the streetcar — a joint ef-
fort overseen by the city’s 
transportation department 
and Economic Develop-
ment Corporation — would 
do more harm than good by 
accelerating development 
and gentrifi cation in the 

nabes it will serve, many 
of which are home to thou-
sands of public-housing 
residents.

Some Brooklynlites 
booed the light-rail scheme 
at a Dec. 14 town hall 
with the mayor and Red 
Hook Councilman Car-
los Menchaca, and loudly 
jeered again when DeBla-
sio claimed he proposed the 
idea to improve areas’ tran-
sit options — not as a give-
away to greedy developers.

“I said I want the most 
transportation options I 
can get in this city. The 
plan is moving forward,” 
DeBlasio said to the crowd. 
“More mass transit options 
are good for everyone, so 
this whole thing that de-
velopers like it, therefore it 
must be awful — I don’t ac-
cept that.”

Other locals echoed 
transit honchos’ concerns 
about how the nabes af-
fected by the pair of large 
projects will handle the in-
fl ux of construction work-
ers and changes in traffi c 
the jobs will bring, with 
one woman at the BQE 
meeting saying it is “stu-
pid” to be planning both at 
the same time.

Continued from page 1 

BQE VS. BQX HOTELS
Continued from page 1 
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BO R R O W  F R O M  O U R  E X P E R I E N C E .

Looking for a loan on a home, condo or co-op? Look f irst to Hanover Community 
Bank. With competit ive rates, dedicated staff  and service that puts your 
needs f i rst,  Hanover makes home f inancing fast,  easy and stress-free. Enjoy 
f lexible mortgage options for loans of var ious sizes on 1-4 fami ly homes, 
investment propert ies, condos or co-ops. With rapid closings at reasonable 
costs, it’s everything you need, and more, to make your loan a positive experience. 
That’s Hanover Community Bank… the bank of you. 

hanovercommunitybank.com

Forest Hi l ls —  p :646.569.3600    71-15 Aust in  Street ,  Forest  H i l l s ,  NY 11375
Garden City — p:516.248.4868    2131  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Garden Ci ty  Park,  NY 11040
     M i n e o l a  — p:516 .548.8500    80 East  Jer icho Turnp ike,  Mineola ,  NY  11501

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL LENDING NMLS ID# 764648

Forest Hil ls  <  71-15 Au s t i n  S t reet,  Fores t  H i l l s ,  N Y 11375
Garden City  < 2131 Je r i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  G a rd e n C i t y  Pa r k ,  N Y 11040

Mineola  < 80 Ea s t  Je r i c ho Tu r n p i ke,  M i neo l a ,  N Y  11501
P lea se c a l l  a  Lend i n g Representat i ve :  516.548.8521
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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