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BY ADAM LUCENTE
The Republican tax bill will 
wallop some Mill Basin ho-
meowners, thanks to its 
provision that reduces the 
amount of state and local 
property taxes people can 
deduct from their federal 
taxes, local experts said.

“In this sense they’re 

going to be killed,” said 
Frank Ramaglia, an ac-
countant in the nabe. “You 
can’t deduct it all.”

The bill, which took ef-
fect on Jan. 1, prohibits 
residents from deducting 
more than $10,000 in state 
and local taxes — includ-
ing property taxes — from 

their federal taxes. Previ-
ously, there was no limit on 
the amount of state and lo-
cal taxes one could deduct. 

The average annual 
real-estate tax for a home 
in Mill Basin is between 
$6,000 and $8,000, accord-
ing to another tax pro, but 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Snow me the money!

Councilman Justin Brannan 
(D–Bay Ridge) wants to boost 
fi nes on chain retailers that 
don’t clear the sidewalks in front 
of their storefronts after major 
snowstorms.

Following  last week’s “bomb 
cyclone” that dumped a foot of 
snow the borough , Brannan said 
major retailers have no excuse to 
leave ice and snowdrifts block-
ing the sidewalk in front of their 
shops when so many mom-and-
pop business owners found a way 
to shovel their portions of their 
pedestrian stomping grounds.

“After it snowed on Thursday 
last week, there was no excuse for 
there to still be snow and ice out-
side storefronts a few days later,” 
Brannan said in a statement. “If 
small business owners can shovel 
their sidewalk after a storm, then 
a chain store or bank with multi-
ple storefronts can surely hire a 
company to do it whenever there’s 
a storm.” 

The city administrative code 
requires every “owner, lessee, 

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a nativity obscene.

A Williamsburg man 
skewered our polarizing 
Commander in Chief and 
his controversial policies in 
a self-made nativity scene 
that swaps the traditional 
manger and holy-family 
likenesses for an apocalyp-
tic display centered around 

President Trump. Author 
and professor Joseph Scio-
rra said this past year was 
so awful, it inspired him to 
create his crèche — or pre-
sepio in Italian — to show-
case the administration’s 
drastic effects on the Amer-
ican people.

“It’s been a disastrous 

Continued on page 8
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Comedians become puppets 
for quirky new talk show

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re making their presence 
felt!

Two comedians will trans-
form into puppet versions of 
themselves in order to host 
“Puppets Presents: A Stand-Up 
Comedy Show” at Littlefi eld on 
Jan. 25. We spoke with Bush-
wick comedian Carmen Lagala 
and Manhattanite Kelsey Caine 
about their plan to interview a 
quartet of stand-up comedians 
while in the form of stuffed felt 
fi gures. 

Julianne Cuba: So what 

exactly happens on stage? 

Are you guys humans or 

puppets? 

Carmen Lagala: We turn 
into puppets at the beginning 
of the show. I didn’t think this 
could sound more silly. I al-
ready feel like a stupid dumb 
doll on stage, this will not be re-
ally different. They will see our 
faces for the fi rst, like, three 
minutes of the show, and then 
literally it’s hosted by puppets.

Kelsey Caine: We’re pup-
peteering ourselves as puppets. 
This is the fi rst time that we’ve 
ever put on a puppet show to-
gether — the idea is that it’s 
just a normal comedy show 
and at some point hijinx ensue 
and we contact the ghost of Jim 
Henson, the puppet god, and he 
turns us personally into pup-
pets. We are grappling with the 
fact that we turned into pup-
pets, we didn’t see this coming.

JC: Have you guys re-

hearsed the questions that 

you’ll ask the comedi-

ans (Jo Firestone, Aparna 

Nancherla, Joe Pera, Hari 

Kondabolu, and Janelle 

James)?

CL: We didn’t really think 
too much about that, we keep it 
very improvisational. I think 
it’ll depend on a little of their 
set, I want to see like what they 
were talking about and ex-
plore those topics. We are dab-
bling with the idea of taking 

Continued on page 6

SPITTING IMAGE: Comedians Kelsey Caine and Carmen Lagala show off the pup-
pets of themselves that will host “Puppets Presents: A Stand-Up Comedy Show” at 
Littlefi eld on Jan. 25.  Photo by Taylor Balkom

TAX WHACK: This hard-to-
sell Mill Basin mega-mansion 
could get even harder to un-
load once the property tax 
provisions kick in.

STRING ’EM UP!Shovels of 
shame

Tax bill bad for Mill Basin#MAGA manger
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Pol wants to punish 
sidewalk scoffl aws
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OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about taking pride in 
your work.

Honchos at a city-based 
trust awarded leaders of a 
Bedford-Stuyvesant pride 
center with $120,000 to cre-
ate a paid-internship pro-
gram geared specifi cally 
towards Kings County’s 
young LGBTQ profession-
als, who are largely under-
served compared to their 
counterparts in other bor-
oughs, according to the 
grant’s author.

“Brooklyn doesn’t re-
ally have the service cen-
ters for gay and lesbian 
kids that Manhattan, or 
even Queens, has,” said 
Roderick Jenkins, a senior 
offi cer for the New York 
Community Trust’s jobs 
and youth development 
grant program.

But the generous sum 
is just a start, because 
the paid-internship pro-
gram’s success will depend 
on Brooklyn Community 
Pride Center offi cials’ abil-
ity to create a network of 
employers willing to hire 
LGBTQ interns, the facil-
ity’s executive director 
said.   

“The big question I have 
is what is the degree to 
which employers are going 
to respond to our appeal to 
support LGBTQ youth, and 
work with us,” said Floyd 
Rumohr.

The program will ac-

commodate 60 young pro-
fessionals who will fi rst en-
roll in a four-week training 
course — for which they 
will receive a modest sti-
pend — before they begin a 
$12-per-hour, eight-week in-
ternship arranged by pride 
center honchos.  

Participants are also el-
igible for support from two 
mental-health therapists 
at the center, according to 
Rumohr, who said the pros 
are on hand to aid with 
emotional challenges and 
stresses unique to LGBTQ 
locals.

“Suicides are still high, 
homelessness is still high 
— there are needs here that 
we’re uniquely positioned 
to address given our posi-
tion in the community,” he 
said.  

And college degrees are 
not a requirement to enroll 
in the pride center’s intern-
ship program, its honcho 
said, because many young 
gay, lesbian, queer, and 
transgender residents face 
fi nancial struggles that 
prohibit them from pursu-
ing higher education.

“We don’t want to put 
that as a barrier, because 
some of our young people 
don’t get to college right 
away because of all types of 
challenges,” Rumohr said. 
“Or, when they get there, 
they struggle because of 
those reasons.” 

The program is still in 

the planning phase, but 
the pride center chief said 
he’s made strides recruit-
ing prospective employers 
that include fi nance, real-
estate, and charitable busi-
nesses, although there are 
no formal partnerships yet. 
Rumohr hopes to welcome 
the center’s fi rst 30 interns 
later this spring, he said.

New York Community 
Trust’s grant will subsi-
dize the program for 18 
months, according to the 
local leader, who said he 
is already talking to other 
funders, including the 
Trust, to secure money 
that will allow it to operate 
beyond that period.

 Rumohr, a gay man who 
grew up in Detroit in the 
1980s, said his own teen-
age experience inspires his 
effort to aid a new genera-
tion of interns, because if 
it weren’t for mentors who 
gave him a leg up back then, 
he might not be here today.

“One of the reasons I’m 
here is so I can extend any 
help I can, just as I was 
helped as a 16-year-old, 
poor white kid who was sui-
cidal,” he said. “Now, it’s on 
me to help the next genera-
tion.”

Any young profession-
als interested in applying 
for Brooklyn Community 
Pride Center’s internship 
program can visit the orga-
nization’s website at  www.
lgbtbrooklyn.org/youth/ .

Proud moment
TAKING PRIDE: Floyd Rumohr is spearheading an effort at Brooklyn Community Pride Center to cre-
ate an internship program serving lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer youth. A New York 
trust recently awarded the center $120,000. Photo by Zoe Freilich

Local pride center gets $120,000 to start 
internship program for LGBTQ youths
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Call it a bad case of senioritis.  

Close to 100 seniors who 
frequent the Narrows Senior 
Center at the  recently sold An-
gel Guardian home  in Dyker 
Heights need to fi nd a new com-
munity by next month because 
the Sisters of Mercy are kicking 
the center out earlier than ex-
pected, according to some of the 
center’s loyal seniors, who are 
heartbroken and furious that 
the Sisters cut its lease short 
after they sold the storied prop-
erty to a mystery developer. 

One crestfallen Bath Beach 
resident said she’s in disbelief 
that the Sisters will cut the cen-
ter’s close community ties by 
forcing the seniors out, and that 
she wishes the historic property 
wouldn’t be bulldozed away. 

“It’s like a family. I’ve never 
been to a center as warm as 
this,” said Rosemary DeCillis. 
“You don’t know how upset I am 
that this is all going to be broken 
down. That property means a lot 
to me. We were all almost crying 
when we found out that we had to 
close.”

The lease for the Narrows Se-
nior Center, which is operated by 
the Catholic Charities Diocese of 
Brooklyn and Queens — one of 
the failed bidders for the property 
— isn’t up until this June, but the 
Sisters issued the center written 
notice on Dec. 4 that it had to va-
cate the property within 60 days 
— by Feb. 2 — according to Catho-
lic Charities spokeswoman Lucy 
Garrido-Mota. 

The lease contains a clause al-
lowing the Sisters to terminate it 
at any time, provided they give 60 
days’ notice, said Garrido-Mota, 
adding that Catholic Charities 
is seeking an extension on the 
move-out date, which she said the 
nuns were considering.

One senior who lives across 
the street from the historic home 
said that those who frequent the 
Narrows are particularly close, 
and face an uncertain future if 
they are literally tossed out in the 
cold next month. 

“They’re all like family, I 
would say. We’re all very close, 
we all care about each other. I call 
out the bingo, we have meetings, 
we talk about what’s going on in 
the world today, they have paint-
ing, all kinds of things. It’s very 
sad that this is going to break 

up,” said Pauline Castagna. “We 
don’t know where we’re going to 
go, we don’t know the next step.”

There are other senior centers 
in the area — including the ones 
at Bensonhurst and Fort Hamil-
ton and three in Borough Park 
— but one Narrows stalwart said 
she’s not interested in fi nding a 
new center.

“It’s cozy — I feel like it’s my 
home,” said Bensonhurst resi-
dent Stella Varriale, who has 
gone to the Narrows center ev-
ery day for more than two years. 
“I tried other places, but not for 
very long.” 

In addition to a remarkably 
close community, the Narrows 
center provides many practical 
amenities to local seniors. The 
center has two vans to take se-
niors on day trips and outings, 
Garrido-Mota said, and volun-
teers use the center’s kitchen to 
cater meals for the Catholic Char-
ities Lodge Senior Center on 18th 
Avenue in Bensonhurst, between 
77th and 78th streets.

The center is currently hop-
ing to relocate to the nearby 
St. Philips Episcopal Church, 
at 80th Street and 11th Avenue, 
and is working with the city De-
partment for the Aging — which 
funds it — to ensure the reloca-
tion can happen by the kick-out 
date, Garrido-Mota said. 

But the seniors who have come 
to see the Narrows center as their 
second home are even more wor-
ried that the Sisters have sold the 
sprawling property to a heartless 
developer who will  tear down the 
buildings  — along with all the 

memories inside — to put in lux-
ury condos. DeCillis said she be-
lieves the Sisters and the buyer 
are only concerned with maxi-
mizing the property’s monetary 
value.

“I don’t feel that the building 
in the front, which I’ve known 
for all my life, should be broken 
down,” DeCillis said. “I think 
they’re going to build the most ex-
pensive place that they possibly 
could, and I think they’re going 
to make a very big profi t on other 
peoples’ misery. Nothing matters 
— money is the object.”

Varriale agreed that it looks 
like the Sisters and the new devel-
oper have chosen to serve mam-
mon, come what may.

“To lose [the center], it’s gonna 
hurt me, it’s gonna hurt others. 
And I’m not very happy about that,” 
Varriale said. “It’s sad. I guess they 
want their money.” 

The Sisters of Mercy did not 
respond to a request for com-
ment. 

There had been loud calls 
from the community for the Sis-
ters to sell to a developer promis-
ing to create much-needed afford-
able senior housing but the pleas 
fell on deaf ears.

“There were other bidders 
that would’ve done the right 
thing for the community.  They 
would’ve put senior housing , 
kept the green space,” said Cast-
agna.

In fact, one of those bidders 
promising affordable senior 
housing was Catholic Charities, 
the group that operates the Nar-
rows Senior Center.

SENIOR STALWART: Pauline Castagna, a loyal visitor of the Narrows Senior 
Center, is not happy to learn that that the community gathering place will soon 
shutter. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Sisters of Mercy to force Narrows Senior Center 
into early retirement after Angel Guardian sale

Out with the oldsters

BY COLIN MIXSON
His dog days are over!

A paralyzed pooch rescuers 
found  left for dead in a garbage 
bag inside a Cypress Hills park  
is back on his paws thanks to the 
efforts of some Marine Park and 
Park Slope vets, who released the 
mutt on the mend into the care of 
his new foster dad on Jan. 5, ac-
cording to one of his saviors.

“We’re just happy that he is 
going to be shown the love he de-
serves,” said Carla Mohan, who 
works with rescue service New 
York Bully Crew, which came to 
the pup’s aid after he was discov-
ered abandoned. 

Passersby called 911 after 
spotting a garbage bag moving 
and moaning inside Highland 
Park near the Jackie Robinson 
Parkway last month, and cops 
found the 10–12-year-old Ger-
man shepherd mix inside it with 
his mouth duct-taped shut.

Offi cers handed the dying dog 
off to Bully Crew’s rescuers, who 
rushed him into emergency care 
at Marine Park’s Verg South, 
where vets stabilized the mutt 
and dubbed him Saint Vincent. 

But Vinny’s ordeal wasn’t 
over. Doctors soon discovered 
the aging pup couldn’t move his 
back legs, prompting them to 
send him to Verg North in Park 
Slope, where specialists admin-
istered an MRI to test for spinal 
injuries.

The procedure showed that 
the four-legged saint wasn’t suf-
fering from any one condition, 
but a panoply of illnesses com-
mon in older dogs that years of 
abuse made worse, according to 
one of his physicians.

“He had these chronic prob-
lems common in older dogs, 
compounded by the neglect and 
abuse of a person,” Dr. Brett Lev-

itzke said.
But vets could treat the 

pooch’s many ailments without 
any surgeries, Levitzke said, 
and soon he was up and walking, 
at which point doctors handed 
Vinny over to Bully Crew’s 
founder, Craig Fields, who will 
shelter him at his Long Island 
house until the furball can fi nd 
a forever home. 

“Our job now is to ensure a 
continuous safe environment for 
Saint Vincent to fl ourish, and to 
fi nd the perfect home for him to 
fi nally settle into and receive un-
conditional love and nurturing,” 
the foster dad said. 

Vinny is an older guy, and 
though the worst of his medical 
conditions are behind him, any-
one looking to adopt the mutt 
should anticipate his favorite 
hobby — relaxing.

“He just wants to hang out, 
watch a good movie, and relax,” 
said Mahon.

Dogged recovery
Pup left for dead in park is back on his paws 

FUZZY WUZZY: Vets nursed the 
ailing pooch back to health and re-
leased him into the care of a foster 
dad on Jan. 5. Verg

BARELY ALIVE: (Above) Police found this ailing shepherd mix left for dead in-
side a Cypress Hills park.  Verg
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when that amount is combined 
with state and local income 
taxes — as required in deduc-
tions under the new legislation 
— some residents will lose out.

“Mill Basin is going to feel 
the heat at very high levels when 
taking into account the sizes of 
the homes, and that the aver-
age-household income of a resi-
dent will be higher than that of 
those in many, but not all, other 
parts of Brooklyn,” said Rob-
ert Shoykhet, the owner of ac-
counting fi rm Tax Consultants 
of New York, which serves cli-
ents in the neighborhood. “The 
bill will have a major impact 
on most families in Mill Basin 
with regards to the reduction.”    

Ramaglia agreed that the 
$10,000 cap on deductions that 
combine property and income 
taxes is what will affect higher-
earning Mill Basinites most. 

“If you make a lot of money 
the bill will hurt you,” he said.

And even the nabe’s con-
gressman — who voted against 
the bill when it hit the House of 
Representatives’ fl oor — wor-
ried it will deal a heavy blow to 
some of his constituents. 

“Mill Basin is fi lled with a lot 

of homeowners who pay state, 
local, and property taxes,” said 
Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D–Mill 
Basin). “Given the substantial 
limit in deductions, it will be 
particularly hurt.”

But the nabe’s councilman 
said that the deep-pocketed 
people who can afford massive 
homes in the area likely won’t 
bat an eyelash at the changes 
to the tax code, despite the high 
payments some residences com-
mand.  

“There are a lot of high tax 
properties, but the people buy-
ing are very wealthy,” said 
Councilman Alan Maisel (D-
Mill Basin). “It’s probably not 
that much of a difference.” 

Shoyket said that some lo-
cals may start looking for loop-
holes in the bill, such as con-
verting their homes into rental 
properties run as businesses, 
which would allow them to 
write off real-estate taxes as an 
expense. 

And local realtor Anthony 
Sciortino, whose company 
4U Realty does business in 
the nabe, said the demand for 
homes in Mill Basin remains 
high.

But residents won’t fully 
feel the bill’s effects until April 
2019, when they fi le their 2018 
taxes.

Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on all 
types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & other 
benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism

Continued from page 1 

TAXES

BY COLIN MIXSON
He’s saying your prayers!

A Park Slope pastor offers 
down-and-out locals a direct line 
to the man upstairs in the form of 
a special mailbox outside his Sev-
enth Avenue church where needy 
passersby can drop their writ-
ten requests for spiritual aid, he 
said.

“I bring these prayers to the al-
ter, I lift them up to God, and I ask 
for God’s grace for these people,” 
said Rev. HyoungDock Yoo, a cler-
gyman at Grace United Methodist 
Church.

Yoo installed the confi dential 
prayer-deposit box at a friend’s 
suggestion six years ago, after 
he moved from Connecticut to 
preach at the Park Slope house of 
worship at 33 Seventh Ave. News 
of the receptacle was fi rst  reported  
by City Lab.

The preacher said he received 
hundreds of prayer requests 
since, from people of all creeds 
and walks of life that are suffering 
deeply personal crises that drove 

them to seek help from above. 
“There are a lot of desperate 

people,” Yoo said. “The last thing 
they can think to do is turn to 
God.” 

Yoo reaches out to the boss 
each morning at dawn, kneeling 

down at the 150-year-old church’s 
alter for a moment of silent prayer, 
during which he passes along 
the day’s special requests as his 
2-year-old Maltese mix, Lucy, 
plays in the background, he said.

PRAYING IT FORWARD: Rev. HyoungDock Yoo collects passersby’s written prayer 
requests from a mailbox outside Park Slope’s Grace United Methodist Chruch, be-
fore sharing them with the man upstairs. Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Letters to heaven
Pastor uses special mailbox for prayer requests

Continued on page 6
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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audience suggestions to get 
more people involved.

JC: How do you expect 

the comedians to react? 

KC: I will assume they 
will react by calling us 
very weird. Janelle James 
is a very no-nonsense kind 
of lady; I’m excited to get 
her next to a puppet.

CL: I think they will all 
have different reactions. 
Aparna and Joe could host a 
children’s show and be fi ne, 
but Janelle and Hari are 
more serious and political 
— to see how they play with 
something a little less seri-
ous, I think it’ll be very fun.

JC: Do you guys play 

with puppets in your 

free time?

CL: I own probably like 
seven puppets, but I use 
them an embarrassing 
amount, mostly by myself, 
which is creepy. 

KC: Sometime we get to-

gether and just play around 
with puppets, and (Car-
men’s) like a crazy creative 
person, it’s just so fun to get 
silly. 

JC: Do your puppet 

characters look like your 

human selves? 

CL: They are not done 
yet — we’re hoping they 
will look just like us, but 
chances are they will look 
really bad. But I won’t let 
us have something crappy 
on stage. Mine will look 
good, Kelsey’s will look ter-
rible.

KC: That’s your sound 
bite, Carmen. We’re plan-
ning on wigging them and 
planning on them wear-
ing little outfi ts like we are 
wearing. They will look 
scarily terrible.

“Puppets Presents: A 
Stand-Up Comedy Show” 
at Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, www.
littlefi eldnyc.com). Jan. 25 
at 8:30 pm. $10 ($8 in ad-
vance).

DUMMIES

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
She is running towards 
her past.

A Bedford-Stuyvesant 
teacher will launch a ca-
thartic one-woman show 
next week, inspired in 
part by her rocky experi-
ence with New York City 
public schools. “Running 
Into Me,” opening on Jan. 
18 at Fort Greene’s Iron-
dale center is one half of 
a week-long celebration 
of female-focused stories, 
titled “She Stands Alone.” 
Its creator and star says 
that the performance will 
not only show how she 
grew past her own diffi -
cult childhood, but how 
education can help trou-
bled teens before they end 
up in trouble — or in jail.

“When I was growing 
up, there was a lot of rage 
because nobody was pay-
ing attention, and I got into 
a lot of trouble,” said Vicki 
Tanner. “When you’re 
young, you’re taught that 
things are supposed to get 
better. The show is really 
about how we as a society 
are failing our young peo-
ple, especially in New York 
City public schools.”

Tanner moved to the 
city in 1985, after she grad-
uated from California 

State University at Long 
Beach, and she started 
teaching confl ict resolu-
tion and behavioral man-
agement classes to middle 
and high school students 
in the Bronx — an expe-
rience that allowed her to 
process some of her own 
repressed rage, she said.

“At that point, I barely 
understood myself,” she 
said. “I learned a lot by do-
ing, the hard way.” 

Soon, Tanner was writ-
ing stories about her dis-
tant, distracted single 

mother, and about the 
drug and prison cultures 
she was raised in. Eventu-
ally, she felt a need to per-
form the scenes on-stage 
— even though doing so 
went entirely against her 
nature, she said. 

“I was compelled to 
write it,” Tanner said. 
“I’m a really private per-
son, I’m kind of shy, so 
getting up in front of a 
bunch of people by myself 
was not my idea of a good 
time. But as I was writing, 
it started to become clear 

to me: this is a solo play. I 
know all these characters, 
the voices are inside me 
and want to get out.” 

The resulting one-hour 
show, which Tanner plans 
to turn into a web series, 
explores her life from her 
teen years through her 
mid-30s, and features 15 
characters from her past, 
all played by Tanner her-
self.

“She Stands Alone” 
features two one-woman 
plays each night: “Run-
ning Into Me” and “Jelly-
bean,” by Lee Harrington, 
about the creator’s fraught 
childhood bouncing be-
tween foster homes due to 
a mentally unwell mother. 
The executive director of 
Irondale hopes that series 
will help amplify the sto-
ries of female storytell-
ers.

“I hope it brings more 
unheard voices to the the-
ater,” said Terry Greiss. 
“We’ve got women who 
have a lot to say.”

“She Stands Alone” at 
Irondale Center (85 S. Ox-
ford St. between Lafayette 
Avenue and Fulton Street 
in Fort Greene, www.iron-
dale.org). Jan. 18–27 at 
7:30 pm. $30 ($20 for “Run-
ning Into Me” only).

She’s a class act
Teacher stars in a play about city’s public schools

SPITTING IMAGE: Comedians Kelsey Caine and Carmen Lagala 
show off the puppets. Photo by Taylor Balkom

“She’s not very good at 
prayer,” Yoo said.

Anonymous prayer 
pleas usually come in at a 
rate of about two or three a 
week, the pastor said. 

And more tend to ar-
rive around the holidays 

or amid a national crisis, 
such as the aftermath of a 
terrorist attack, he said.

But most petitions are 
unique to their maker, ac-
cording to Yoo, who said 
the requests for divine in-
tervention are prompted 
by all types of calamity, 
including cancer scares, 
fi nancial emergencies, 
drug addiction, and even 

rent hikes. 
The faith leader admit-

ted he can’t promise any-
thing on behalf of the Lord 
above, and that most peo-
ple who use the prayer box 
aren’t the church-going 
type, leaving him unsure 
of their fates.

“I don’t know if I’m 
helping them or not,” Yoo 
said. “They have to wait 

for God to intervene, or 
they will fi nd their own 
way to God.”

But that doesn’t bother 
the local pastor, who said 
he always holds the whole 
of Park Slope in his own 
prayers. 

“I can still do my best,” 
the reverend said. “I want 
them to know I’m here to 
pray for the community.”

Continued from page 4

LETTERS

Continued from page 1 

OVER RUN: Performer and teacher Vicki Tanner will stage her 
solo show, “Running Into Me,” as part of a week-long series fe-
male storytellers starting on Jan. 18 at the Irondale Center. 
 Photo by Zoe Freillich 
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Years ago, David Biro 
used to go to work with his 
dad, hanging around the of-
fice in Bay Ridge as the elder 
Biro, a dermatologist, diag-
nosed and treated skin ail-
ments. 

Today, David Biro, now 
a doctor, continues the prac-
tice that his dad Dr. Laszlo 
Biro started 50 years ago. 

“I always thought it would 
be great if I could do what he 
did,” David Biro said in the 
Fourth Avenue office that 
he’s occupied for the past 21 
years. “I always had that as 
a goal. I would never want to 
leave Bay Ridge.”

During its half-century 
in existence, Bay Ridge Skin 
and Cancer Dermatology 
has built a dedicated patient 
base from the neighborhood 
and beyond by offering com-
prehensive skincare ser-
vices for a whole spectrum 
of patients, from infants to 
seniors. 

“We treat all age groups, 

and we treat all kinds of der-
matologic conditions. We 
have a real melting pot of pa-
tients,” Dr. Biro said. 

The practice has evolved 
over the years, now offering 
a wide range of cosmetic ser-
vices, along with sophisti-
cated treatment for the most 
serious of skin ailments. 

Patients come in for help 
with psoriasis, acne, eczema, 
hair loss, red spots and birth 
marks, and diagnosis and 
treatment of skin cancer. 
Unsightly leg veins are no 
problem. He also specializes 
in tattoo removal.

The office uses lasers, X-
ray therapy, and specialized 
equipment like a narrow 
band UVB box to provide re-
lief and removal of a long list 
of skin health and appear-
ance issues. 

The past decade has 
seen a spike in demand for 
cosmetic procedures, and 
as more and more people 
are undergoing injections 
to hide crow’s feet, treat-

ment options have evolved. 
Dr. Biro is quick to pass the 
improvements on to his pa-
tients. 

“Now we have all these 
fillers that last much longer 
and have almost no risk of 
allergic reactions,” he said. 
“These are relatively easy 
procedures now.”

Traditionally, it’s been 

women from about 30 to 70 
years old who come to the of-
fice seeking a more youthful 
appearance, but men have 
started to undergo proce-
dures like Botox injections 
as well, the doctor says. 

New technology has also 
allowed for dramatic im-
provements in the quality 
of care that the office can 

provide in the diagnosis and 
treatment of skin cancer. 

“There’s been a huge 
change in the last 15 years 
in the field of dermatology,” 
Dr. Biro said, adding that he 
regularly performs special-
ized skin cancer removal, 
known as Mohs surgery. 

All procedures are done 
in the office. 

Bay Ridge Skin & Cancer 
Dermatology [9921 Fourth 
Ave. between 99th and 100th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833–7616, www.bayridged-
erm.com] Open Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
from 9 am to 8 pm, Tuesday 
and Friday from 9 am to 5 
pm, and Saturday from 9 am 
to 1 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E

Bay Ridge dermatologist treats variety of skin care issues

GOT WORK? GET IN. AT DITMAS PARK, EVERY POSITION IS MORE THAN JUST A JOB.
Ditmas Park is also expanding its services to include pediatric, pulmonary and rehab divisions. Apply at: HR@ditmasrehab.com

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS IS NOW HIRING
Available Positions Include:

Administrative Positions  General RNs 
 Pediatric RNs  Secretarial and Offi ce Reps 

 Unit Managers  Supervisors  Marketing and 
Janitorial Staff.
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tenant, occupant, or other 
person” responsible for a 
property to clear a path 
free of snow and ice from 
the sidewalks adjacent to 
their properties within 
four–14 hours after the end 
of the snowfall, depending 
on when the fl akes stop 
falling,  according to the 
Department of Sanitation . 

If businesses or land-
lords don’t clear their 
sidewalks, fi rst-offense 
fi nes range from $100–
$150, and third and subse-
quent offenses can bring 
fi nes up to $350, according 
to the sanitation agency. 
For mom-and-pop shops, 
that’s a signifi cant hit, 
so most are quick to grab 
the shovel. But for a major 
corporate tenant, the pal-
try penalty is sometimes 
just written off as a cost 
of doing business.

Brannan’s bill would 
hike fi rst-offense fi nes to 
$1,000 and up, with third 
and subsequent offenses 
costing of up to $5,000, 
but only for large retail 
chains and franchise 

owners with 10 or more 
locations throughout the 
city. The legislation would 
make sure big chain re-
tailers do their fair share 
of wintry cleanup without 
putting undue burdens on 
small business owners, 
according to Brannan. 

“Failing to shovel 
your sidewalk creates a 
dangerous situation that 
puts pedestrians at risk, 
especially our many se-
nior citizens,” he said. “If 
these large national re-
tailers and banks aren’t 
responsible enough to 
do their jobs as property 
owners, then the city 
needs to take steps to in-
crease penalties and en-
forcement.”

And Brannan warned 
that district chain re-
tailers that ignore their 
snowy and slippery side-
walks won’t just suffer a 
fi nancial cost, but a repu-
tational one as well.

In the vein of Public 
Advocate Letitia James’s 
“ Landlord Watchlist ,” 
Brannan vowed to pub-
lish an online “Shovels of 
Shame” list to call out the 
nabe’s repeat sidewalk of-
fenders.

Continued from page 1 

SHOVELS
year. Trump’s racist, sex-
ist, and xenophobic policies 
have driven me, as they’ve 
driven others, crazy,” said 
Sciorra, who works at 
Queens College and said he 
was raised Catholic but is 
now atheist. “The presepio 
was a creative way to kind 
of work through some of the 
angst and the tension that 
this — I can barely bring 
myself to say — president 
brought to bear on us all.”

Sciorra, who said he’s put 
his own spin on the biblical 
story of birth of Christ for 
the last 18 years, designed 
“Trump’s AmeriKKKa,” 
which sits on a kitchen table 
in his Devoe Street apart-
ment, in three parts.

President Trump — a 
zombie fi gurine topped 
with the Donald’s infamous 
blonde combover — stands 
front and center in the for-
saken landscape, with a 
devil fl oating above him 
and a skeleton stationed 
behind him. Further back, 
armed soldiers guard male 
newborns slain during the 
Massacre of the Innocents 

— a mass infanticide or-
dered by a Roman king, ac-
cording to the bible. 

The president’s pro-
posed wall dividing the 
American–Mexican border 
stands on the left side of the 
display, blocking St. Joseph 
and the three Magi, who 
were deported, from enter-
ing the portion occupied by 
the Trump fi gurine.

And on the right side 
of the crèche, barbed wire 
traps the Virgin Mary and 
her child in an internment 
camp that is also fi lled with 
people from marginalized 

communities the Com-
mander in Chief is perse-
cuting, Sciorra said. 

“There are various fi g-
ures: Muslim, Arab, Latino, 
and two fi gurines from 
gay wedding cakes — two 
men and two women — just 
to talk about the ways in 
which the Trump Admin-
istration is increasing this 
police state where people 
are rounded up in,” he said.

The nativity scene’s 
background is a collage 
comprised of newspaper 
clippings about Trump, 
Black Lives Matter posters, 

and images of an atomic 
bomb exploding, Ku Klux 
Klan members and white 
nationalists from last 
year’s Charlottesville ral-
lies, and protestors at the 
2017 Women’s March.

Sciorra — who stud-
ied crèches across the city 
for 35 years before writ-
ing about them in his book 
“Built with Faith: Italian 
American Imagination and 
Catholic Material Culture 
in New York City” — said he 
started creating the display 
just after Thanksgiving. 

And not all of the schol-
ar’s presepio are political, 
but he said it was hard to 
avoid taking on the current 
administration with this 
year’s knowing that one of 
the bible’s most beloved sto-
ries may never have hap-
pened if it were set today.

“The beauty of the prese-
pio is trying to recreate this 
biblical narrative in a more 
contemporary scene,” said 
Sciorra. “The idea that this 
deity is here to bring peace 
on earth and all of that is 
being destroyed by this ad-
ministration in ways that 
we have yet to understand, 
that are constantly unfold-
ing.”

CRÈCHE
Continued from page 1

COMMANDER IN GRIEF: President Trump’s likeness stands in the 
middle of the presepio, with an axe-wielding skeleton lurking be-
hind him.    Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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