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FlooringSALE!

Laminate Flooring

55+ 
varieties

from 49¢
sq ft

55+ 
varieties

from 69¢
sq ft

Wood-Look 
Waterproof

water

PROOF
Prefinished Hardwood

$179220+ 
varieties

from 
sq ft

Prefinished Bamboo

$14955+ 
varieties

from 
sq ft

While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. 
See store for details.

The NEW YEAR is the time for 
NEW DEALS on beautiful NEW 

FLOORS at Lumber Liquidators’ 
January Flooring Sale!

BY DUNCAN OSBORNE
Investigators on Jan. 9 named 
the man who they say raped 
a woman in Prospect Park 
nearly 24 years ago, citing 
DNA evidence and closing a 
case that a prominent New 
York Daily News columnist 
once loudly refuted.

The revelation fi nally 
brings justice to the victim, a 
lesbian who newsman Mike 
McAlary slammed as a liar 
and a hoaxer in the newspaper 
after the 1994 attack, accord-
ing to another journalist who 
followed the case.

“She was called a liar by 
one of the most famous col-
umnists in New York City and 
she’s had to live with that all 
of these years,” said Gabriel 
Rotello, a former Newsday col-
umnist and one of the wom-
an’s leading defenders at the 
time. “She’s been vindicated 
after all of these years, and 
I’m thrilled with that.”

Cops linked DNA found at 
the Lookout Hill rape scene 
to a 67-year-old man who is 
currently serving a 75-years-
to-life sentence for 1998 sex-
ual-assault convictions. But 
the statute of limitations ran 
out on the April 1994 attack, 
prohibiting prosecutors from 

BY COLIN MIXSON
They were numb to it!

A park worker rescued 
three young swans from Pros-
pect Park Lake early on the 
morning of Jan. 14 after plum-
meting temperatures incited 
a fl ash freeze that trapped the 
cygnets in ice, according to a 
local animal lover, who said 
the birds would not be alive 
were it not for their savior.

“She chiseled them out by 
going back and forth to the deli 
across the street to get boiling 
water to pour on the ice,” said 
Park Slope dog-walker Randi 
Lass, who initiated the recov-
ery effort. “Without her, the 
birds would have died.”

The local said she fi rst 
spotted the frozen-in-place 
cygnets at 6 pm on Jan. 13, as 
the hapless creatures fl apped 
their wings in a desperate bid 
to break free from the lake’s 
icy grasp.

Lass, who said she re-
frained from acting herself be-
cause venturing onto Prospect 
Park Lake as a civilian could 
have ended in her arrest, in-
stead called for help upon re-
alizing the swans’ fowl plight, 
contacting friends at local res-

Police name 
rapist in ’94 
park assault Cygnets frozen in 

P’Park Lake saved

SWANS WEDGED IN!

Continued on page 18Continued on page 18
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No country for old men
A young woman held up the “Mean Girls”-inspired sign she will carry at this Saturday’s Women’s 
March on New York City, which she created at a Jan. 15 poster-making session hosted at Park Slope’s 
Old Stone House. For more from the event, see page 22. Photo by Zoe Freilich
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Julianne Cuba: You’re 
new to the borough. How will 
you juggle representing parts 
of both Brooklyn and Manhat-
tan?

Brian Kavanagh: Any 
state Senate district is larger 
than any Assembly district, 
so it will be a step up in terms 
of having to understand com-
munities I haven’t previously 
represented. Brooklynites 
care very deeply about the 
Brooklyn–Queens Express-
way. I worked on the L-train 
shutdown from the Manhat-
tan side — that’s an issue peo-
ple care about on both sides of 
the river. Other topics such as 
preventing gun violence, re-
forming election laws, neigh-
borhood affordability — those 
are things I have experience 
working on that allow me to 
serve a lot of people. 

JC: What are the odds of 
the state passing legislation 
allowing “design-build”  to 
speed up repairs to the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway ? 
What will happen if such a bill 
doesn’t pass? 

BK: I think we have a very 
good chance of getting this 
done in the budget. Every-
one understands design-build 
would cut about $100 million 
and two years off the job. It’s 
a good example of why we 
should be allowing design-
build on large-scale projects. 
We’re making the case to the 
governor, and I think we’re 
going to succeed. But if we 
don’t get design-build by this 
spring, there will be really 
problematic implications.

JC: Do you support the may-
or’s proposed  light-rail trolley , 
the Brooklyn Queens Connec-

tor, which would run through 
parts of your district? 

BK: Although the plan has 
been mentioned for a while, I 
think it is still in its infancy, 
and it’s hard to take a stand 
on a project that doesn’t have 
a clear proposal. I don’t have 
a fi rm position whether it 
should be built or what the 
routes should be. But if the 
project will impact the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway’s re-
pairs, as I read in your paper, 
we obviously need to make 
sure that it doesn’t impede the 
city from rehabbing the BQE. 

JC: Do you support  expand-
ing Brooklyn Bridge Park  to 
Red Hook, as proposed by en-
gineering fi rm AECOM?

BK: I’m somebody that’s 
very interested in expanding 
parkland to use our water-
front in ways that’s useful to 
our communities, but as you 
go south it’s not my district.

JC: What do you think 
about the  towers rising at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6  
while a judge continues to de-
liberate their legality, and how 
do you feel about development 
inside the park in general? 

BK: I’m not in a position to 
comment on the merits of the 
lawsuit, those are complicated 
legal questions. But we should 
be minimizing development 
that infringes on parkland. I 
joined Daniel Squadron’s com-
mitments to make sure there’s 
a functioning swimming pool 
there in 2018 — the last sum-
mer of  the pop-up pool  — and 
I’m pushing to ensure that 
there continues to be a pool in 
the park in 2019 and beyond.

JC: The way in which you 
became the state senator  ruf-
fl ed some feathers . What do 
you say to those frustrated by 
the election, and what are you 
doing to reform election laws?

BK: No one in the legisla-
ture has spent more time and 
effort to make sure election 
laws are fair and allow voters 
to have an opportunity to vote. 
They are outdated and I’ve 
spent my carer trying to mod-
ernize them. I think we can 
all agree a primary followed 
by a general election is the 
gold standard for fi lling the 
seat, but both the Manhattan 
and Brooklyn county commit-
tees followed the law and their 
rules. I understand people’s 
frustration, and that people 
had some expectations that it 
might be done differently, and 
I’m happy to participate in 
conversations about how to do 
it differently. 

JC: How does it feel mov-
ing from the Democratic-con-
trolled Assembly to the state 
Senate, which is still con-
trolled by Republicans?

BK: In some ways it’s basi-
cally the same, I’m a legislator 
and my job is working to get 
laws passed and improve peo-
ple’s lives. The things I wanted 
to do in the Assembly always 
need to go through state Sen-
ate, and I’m now in a position 
to take up the fi ght for those 
things in the upper house.

JC: What are your 
thoughts on the state Senate’s 
breakaway bloc the Indepen-
dent Democratic Conference, 
which sits with the Grand Old 
Party to give it the majority. 
Will you ever join it?

BK: I believe really 
strongly that if you’re elected 
as a Democrat, you serve as a 
Democrat. I’m going to do ev-
erything I can to make sure 
Democrats get control.

— Julianne Cuba

KAVANAGH CHECKS IN
Brooklyn’s new state senator talks to the Park Slope Courier

FRESH SEAT: State Sen. Brian Kavanagh was sworn in last month after 
serving 11 years in the Assembly.  State Sen. Brian Kavanagh’s offi ce 

An 11-year Albany veteran switched houses this year when he joined the state’s upper chamber 

to fi ll the seat of a Brooklyn Heights legislator who  stepped down in August . The newly elected 

Democratic state Sen. Brian Kavanagh now serves constituents in the Heights as well as parts of 

Greenpoint, Williamsburg, Dumbo, Cobble Hill, and Carroll Gardens in addition to represent-

ing Manhattan — the home of his old Assembly district, and where the legislator still lives. But 

Kavanagh told us that mere geography has not stopped him from aggressively working on several 

issues important to those Brooklynites he now represents:
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By Alexandra Simon

It’s time to veg out!
A vegan fast food joint from the 

West Coast will bring its plant-based 
burgers and soy milk shakes to Brooklyn 
at the end of this month. The owners of 
Next Level Burger, opening in Fort Greene 
on Jan. 31 as part of the new Whole Foods 
Market, say that a branch in the borough of 
kings is a logical first step in their takeover 
of the East Coast, since Brooklyn is the 
trendsetter for the nation.

“The Big Apple has always been num-
ber one in the world, and Brooklyn in 
particular is the epicenter of change, so 
it makes tremendous sense for us,” said 
Matthew de Gruyter, who runs the com-

pany with his wife Cierra. 
He said that he is thrilled to open the 

store in the trendy Fort Greene nabe. 
“The neighborhood is diverse, and 

there’s a lot of culture here,” he added.
De Gruyter said that his wife first 

explored a vegan diet — no meat, no cheese, 
no milk, no eggs — about a decade ago, and 
he joined her soon after. Creating Next 
Level Burger is a way to share the health 
benefits of a plant-based diet, he said. 

“We started really looking into sharing 
this experience with the country,” said de 
Gruyter. “We wanted to build a reinven-
tion of the American burger joint and give 
people options of fantastic food.” 

The meat-free menu includes vegetable 

takes on hamburgers, hot dogs, and bacon, 
along with salads, fries, and milkshakes 
that feature soy or coconut milk.

De Gruyter said that he wants the menu 
to seem familiar to those who might be 
hesitant to try vegan dishes, with items 
like “The Sauce,” a sort of vegan version 
of the McDonald’s Big Mac.

“We wanted to make sure with Next 
Level, we offer all of those in a guilt-free 
package because we’re on a mission to 
help people eat healthier and have a better 
planet,” he said. “We have chili-cheese 
dogs, burgers, and fries, and they are 
all 100 percent plant-based, made with 
healthy ingredients. After eat you it you 
can expect to feel healthier.”

For dedicated carnivores visiting for 
the first time, he recommends trying the 
sausage bacon burger. 

“Hands down, the sausage bacon burg-
er is the cat’s meow — I’ve probably eaten 
over 350 to 400 of them,” said de Gruyter. 
“It’s juicy and it’s satisfying, and our mis-
sion with that is making it analogous to a 
meat-like experience.”

The new Brooklyn spot, the sixth in 
the chain, will also feature a new item: 
the Fort Greene shake, a green milk shake 
made with kale.

“Next Level Burger” inside Whole 
Foods Market [292 Ashland Pl. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene. www.nextlevel-
burger.com]. Opening Jan. 31.

Vegan burger joint opens Brooklyn outpost

Soy meats world 

Eat your veggies!: Next Level Burger 
serves a meat-free bacon cheese-
burger made with tempeh bacon and 
vegan cheese. Next Level Burger
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s Brooklyn Bridge Park 2.0!

Gov. Cuomo’s call to de-
velop Red Hook by kicking out 
a shipping terminal and bring-
ing a new subway stop could 
double the size of Brooklyn’s 
Front Yard, engineers push-
ing a similar plan for the nabe 
told the Park Slope Courier.

California-based AECOM’s 
proposal would transform the 
Port Authority-owned piers 
currently occupied by the Red 
Hook Container and Brooklyn 
Cruise terminals — a massive 
port that runs from Atlan-
tic Avenue to Clinton Wharf 
— into a sprawling grassy 
meadow called the “Fields at 
Columbia Piers” that would 
connect to Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, an executive at the com-
pany said.

“You would basically bring 
the whole topology of Piers 1 
to 6 and recreate that same 
kind of park atmosphere down 
from Piers 7 to 12,” said Chris 
Ward, who previously served 
as an executive director at 
the state-run Port Authority 
of New York and New Jersey. 
“And really have that water-
front park expanded with lux-
ury housing built on top of the 
raised platform.”

AECOM execs,  who re-
cently opened a Sunset Park 
offi ce , initially pitched  their 
idea  to extend the 1 train from 
Manhattan to Red Hook and 
build massive high-rises in 
the superstorm-Sandy–rav-
aged nabe in 2016.

And the proposal’s viabil-
ity is gaining steam  in the 
wake of Cuomo’s Jan. 3 State 
of the State speech , in which 
he asked honchos at the Port 
Authority and the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity to look into building an 

underwater Red Hook–to–
Manhattan subway tunnel 
and shipping the nabe’s mari-
time operation down to Sunset 
Park to free its piers for poten-
tial development. 

Ward envisions three stops 
for Red Hook’s new subway: 
one on the current container-
terminal site, another near 
the Red Hook Houses public-
housing complex, and a third 
adjacent to the F- and G-train 
station at Fourth Avenue and 
Ninth Street.

He estimated that expand-
ing the infrastructure would 
cost about $4 billion, and said 
revenue generated from devel-
oping the waterfront would 
foot the bill.

But Ward’s vision for a Red 
Hook with new subway sta-
tions and an expanded Brook-
lyn Bridge Park is currently 
little more than a dream, he 
said, as it would take years for 
any work to begin and would 
fi rst require a rezoning.

“This is just the beginning. 
There’s a tremendous amount 
of work that would need to 
be done, plus cooperation be-
tween state and city,” Ward 
said. “The political complex-
ity between city and state ex-
ceeds my capacity, all I’m say-
ing is that someone’s going to 
have deal with it and I think 
the governor, to his credit, rec-
ognizes that at least.”

And a rezoning isn’t in the 
cards for the neighborhood, 
according to Mayor DeBlasio, 
who told concerned residents 
at a December town hall that 
he didn’t anticipate such a 
change happening in the near 
future.

“There’s no vision of re-
zoning that would allow 
for more zoning than could 
happen right now in this 

community,” Hizzoner said.
But development in Brook-

lyn Bridge Park — which is 
jointly run by the city and the 
semi-private Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Corporation — is man-
dated by the park’s indepen-
dent  General Project Plan , 
which trumps local zoning 
laws and permits construction 
in the green space only to gen-
erate revenue needed by it.

Development in the current 
park is at capacity, however, 
and a green-space spokes-
woman said she can’t specu-
late on what would happen in 
a possible expansion.

“Brooklyn Bridge Park is 
currently 90 percent complete 
or under construction. We 
are focused on completing the 
park as designed, and main-
taining and operating a world-
class park that stretches 85 
acres from John Street in 
Dumbo to Pier 6,” said Sarah 
Krauss. “We cannot speculate 
on conceptual plans or what 
they might mean for the area 
at this time.”

AECOM’s Brooklyn out-
post joins its fi ve already-open 
offi ces on the distant isle of 
Manhattan, and comes amid 
the engineering fi rm’s work 
on other local infrastructure 
projects, including a possible 
expansion of the  Brooklyn 
Bridge’s pedestrian prome-
nade  and the reconstruction 
of the  Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway’s triple cantilever  in 
Brooklyn Heights.

The fi rm also worked with 
the city on a controversial en-
vironmental study of a toxic 
site offi cials plan to build a 
Coney Island homeless shelter 
on,  which activists blasted as 
inaccurate , and assisted in the 
construction of Manhattan’s 
Second Avenue subway line.

GREEN SPACE GROWS: California-based engineering fi rm AECOM suggested nearly doubling the size of Brook-
lyn Bridge Park with six additional piers as part of its plan to develop Red Hook.  AECOM

BY COLIN MIXSON
This polarizing statue found 
a fi nal resting place.

A monument the mayor 
banished from a city park 
will be relocated to Green-
Wood Cemetery at the re-
quest of the private burial 
ground’s president, who be-
lieves the sculpture’s artis-
tic and historical merits are 
worth preserving.

“He truly believes that 
works of art must have a home 
and be honored by being on 
display and on exhibit,” said 
Green-Wood spokeswoman 
Colleen Roche.

Mayor DeBlasio proposed 
removing the likeness of 
19th-century gynecologist J. 
Marion Sims — which crit-
ics bash for glorifying a man 
who abused black women in 
the pursuit of medical knowl-
edge — from its current home 
in Manhattan’s Central Park 
as one of the fi rst recommen-
dations from his  citywide 
monument review  that con-
cluded in December.

Hizzoner convened the 
Mayoral Advisory Commis-
sion on City Art, Monuments, 
and Markers last year, after 
alt-right protests against the 
proposed removal of a statue 
of Confederate General Rob-
ert E. Lee from a Charlottes-
ville, Va. park  turned deadly .  

Commission members 
recommended relocating the 
statue of the so-called “fa-
ther of modern gynecology” 
from the Manhattan park, 
citing Sims’s legacy of exper-
imenting on unwilling black 
slaves, most of whom were 
women, to further his under-
standing of human anatomy.

Cemetery workers will 
install the monument not 
far from where the polar-
izing doctor himself is bur-
ied, and imbed an informa-
tional plaque in its base that 
describes the gynecologist’s 
contributions to modern 
medicine — and his inex-
cusable exploitation of black 
women, Green-Wood’s presi-
dent said.

“As a responsible reposi-
tory of our country’s history, 
Green-Wood will add an ap-
propriate historical display 
to the site telling Sims’s story 
— good and bad,” said Rich-
ard J. Moylan. “We are treat-
ing this as an important and 
serious teachable moment.”

But the physician’s like-
ness isn’t the only contro-
versial work of public art on 
display at the bucolic necrop-

olis. The monument to Sims 
will join another notorious 
sculpture, Civic Virtue Tri-
umphant Over Unrighteous-
ness, a fountain that moved 
to the cemetery in 2012 after 
critics for decades decried its 
depiction of man — represent-
ing civic virtue — conquer-
ing half-woman, half-reptile 
representations of immoral-
ity as anti-feminist.

Mayor George B. McClel-
lan, Jr. commissioned artist 
Frederick William MacMon-
nies’s 17-foot tall monument 
to misogyny, which  sparked 
controversy not long after it 
was fi rst installed in front of 
City Hall in 1922,  according 
to reports .

In 1941, Mayor Fiorello 
Laguardia banished the 
fountain to the outer bor-
ough of Queens, where it sat 
largely uncared for outside a 
city building for more than 
70 years.

And in a somewhat ironic 
twist of fate, disgraced for-
mer Rep. Anthony Weiner 
called the statue “sexist” 
and proposed selling it on 
Craigslist in 2011, prompting 
Moylan to invite it to Green-
Wood, where it was installed 
with an informational plac-
ard similar to the sign grave-
yard stewards will affi x to 
Sims’s likeness, Roche said. 

“If you saw Civic Virtue 
where it is now and the ex-
planatory plaque, it gives the 
history — good and bad,” the 
spokeswoman said. “With 
J. Marion Sims, we’ll do the 
same thing.”

Statue’s controversy 
dies at local cemetery

MOVING IN: Green-Wood Cem-
etery will provide sanctuary for 
a statue of early gynecologist J. 
Marion Sims, which is being re-
moved from Manhattan’s Central 
Park due to Sims’s history of ex-
perimenting on black slaves.  
 Associated Press / Bebeto Matthews

DOUBLE PARKING
Bridge Park could get twice as big if Hook waterfront is developed
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
This green space is turning 
blue.

Cops are deploying more 
boots on the ground in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park ahead of kids’ 
week-long spring break from 
school, following authorities’ 
 forced evacuation of crowds 
from the meadow  on an unusu-
ally warm April day last year, 
the 84th Precinct’s executive 
offi cer announced on Jan. 8.

Captain Tyrice Miller said 
his command will dispatch one 
lieutenant, three sergeants, 
and 24 men and women in blue 
to patrol the sprawling green 
space along the East River 
starting in early March, be-
fore schools close from March 
30–April 6. 

The amped up force con-
tains nearly twice as many 
offi cers than typically patrol 
the park in colder months, 
and about eight more than 
were on the scene last April 11 
when police claim they didn’t 
expect hundreds of teens to 
pile onto Pier 2, ultimately 
forcing authorities to drive 
the kids from the meadow 

and down local streets to 
many residents’ frustrations.

“Last year we pretty much 
got caught off guard — one 
day it was 35 degrees and the 
next day it turned to 80 de-
grees,” Miller said before at-
tendees of Community Board 
2’s joint Parks and Recreation 
and Youth Committee meet-
ing. “So this way, everybody is 
in place by mid-March. And if, 
for whatever reason, it turns 
80 degrees on Feb. 28, then we 
will request additional mobili-
zation down to the park.”

Brooklyn Bridge Park 
stewards will also station of-
fi cials from the Department of 
Parks and Recreation’s Parks 
Enforcement Patrol, including 
three sergeants and 12 offi cers, 
to prepare for potential spring-
break crowds, according to a 
meadow spokeswoman, who 
said an additional 10 offi cers 
are deployed in the park dur-
ing its peak season from June 
through October.

But the presence of extra 
men and women in uniform 
could transform the park’s lei-
surely atmosphere into that of 

a totalitarian police state, ac-
cording to a Clinton Hill resi-
dent who co-chairs the board’s 
Youth Committee.

“I think what is a little con-
cerning is that it seems like 
we’re responding to this as 
a way of policing bodies and 
people,” said Tamara McCaw.

Other civic-group members 
suggested park leaders hang 
signs around the popular Pier 
2 — which houses a roller rink 
and handball and basketball 
courts — that clearly state its 
capacity and explain the cir-
cumstances that would lead to 

an evacuation similar to last 
April’s, so that if police take 
action it doesn’t seem like 
they are arbitrarily targeting 
youngsters, many of whom 
are kids of color.

“Maybe have some sin-
gange in the event we have to 
freeze, ‘This is what you can 
expect as a park resident,’ ” 
said Nicholas Ferreira, who 
lives Downtown and also sits 
on the Youth Committee. “I 
think that would make peo-
ple think, ‘Okay, this exists — 
it’s not because it’s a bunch of 
brown people on the pier.’ ”

One Brooklyn Heights 
resident who witnessed offi -
cials defuse a large group of 
teens gathered in the park on 
a warm day during schools’ 
midwinter break last Febru-
ary described their behavior 
— which she said escalated 
from authorities telling the 
kids to leave the meadow to de-
manding they leave the neigh-
borhood — as “inhumane.”

“It looked like they were 
being moved like cattle,” said 
Santia Palliccia. “I’m con-
cerned that’s just the man-
ner in which the offi cers are 
trained.”

Park honchos admitted 
they poorly handled last year’s 
forced evacuation, and said 
they are brainstorming ways 
to better communicate with 
patrons, but have not decided 
on a formal plan and said they 
can’t put up capacity signs be-
cause the maximum number 
of people allowed on the piers 
is contextual.

“We probably could have 
communicated better and that 
is something we are paying a 
lot of attention to,” Brooklyn 
Bridge Park spokeswoman 
Sarah Krauss said to attend-
ees of the Jan. 8 meeting. “We 
haven’t set a written plan. 
We’re thinking and talking 
about how we can improve our 
communication.”

Crowd patrol

ON WATCH: Police will station more boots on the ground in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park starting in March to mitigate potentially large spring-break 
crowds, such as this swarm from last April. File photo by Paul Martinka

Park police force grows ahead of spring break

VISIT OUR LOCATIONS DURING OPEN HOUSE ON JANUARY 27TH, 12-4 P.M. 

FIND YOUR FIT JOINER’S FEE
VISIT YMCANYC.ORG/JOIN

$0 

Park Slope Armory YMCA 
361 15th Street, Brooklyn 11215

Prospect Park YMCA 
357 9th Street, Brooklyn 11215
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(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 1-800-421-1220

To learn more about applying for health insurance, including Medicaid, Child 
Health Plus, Essential Plan, and Qualified Health Plans through NY State of 
Health, The Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov  
or call 1-855-355-5777.
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Learning about quality, affordable health 
insurance is just a call, click, or visit away.

Call: 1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)

1-800-421-1220 TTY

Apply Through:
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov
(For those who are eligible)

��������	
�����
���������
�
To find a Fidelis Care community office near you 

• Do you need health insurance?

• Are you shopping for coverage, but haven’t made 
a decision yet?

• Have you already chosen a plan, but want  
to reconsider?

• Do you know about the New York State-sponsored 
Essential Plan, with monthly premiums that are 
either FREE or $20 based on your income?
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For caregivers of those living with 
Alzheimer’s, their loved one’s 
memory loss usually starts with 
small things, like forgetting how to 
use the coffee maker or the remote 
control.  People with Alzheimer’s 
usually struggle to recall recent 
events and memories.  However, 
as the disease progresses, those 
living with Alzheimer’s or other 
forms of dementia may forget 
familiar people, places, what year 
it is, or even where they live.  

In a recent support group for caregivers, a wife shared a particularly 
diffi cult episode she had with her husband. While out walking near 
their home in Forest Hills, her husband had tried to board a city bus. 
When she intervened, her husband explained that he just wanted 
to go home—to Brooklyn, and the house he’d lived in as a child. In 
the support group, stories of coping with the confusion are common. 
Caregivers’ stories can be heart-wrenching.

An estimated 390,000 caregivers living in New York City care for 
someone with Alzheimer’s, or one of the other forms of dementia. 
Caregivers often make signifi cant changes to their lives so they can 
cope with their loved one’s memory loss and keep their loved one safe. 
Often, caregivers have no one in their lives who truly understand the 
frustrating and tiring work of caring for someone with memory loss—
even their family members may not understand the experience 

“Caregiving is full of ups and downs,” says Sheila Williams, Program 
Director for the CARE NYC program at Sunnyside Community Services, 
“Often, it is a huge relief for caregivers to be able to share their 
experiences with others who are on the same journey.” 

Support groups are one way for caregivers to stave off isolation. 
Biweekly, Vivian Morales of Sunnyside Community Services meets with 
a group of bilingual New Yorkers who share their experiences. Each 
member of the Spanish-speaking support group cares for someone 
with Alzheimer’s or another form of dementia.

 “Many Latino caregivers are especially reluctant to join a support 
group. There is a belief among caregivers in the Latino community that 
family issues must remain private, dealt with in the home,” says Ms. 
Morales. “But for those that join the group they get the opportunity to 
socialize, educate themselves, and take time for self-care. The change 
in their lives is incredible and they are able to cope better with stressful 
life events.” 

If you are caring for someone with Alzheimer’s or another form of 
dementia or memory loss, you can fi nd support groups and services in 
your area by calling 877-577-9337 to reach the CARE NYC program. 
CARE NYC is a free service in all fi ve boroughs.

SUPPORT GROUPS 
CAN LIGHTEN THE 
LOAD FOR CAREGIVERS

Subterranean savior
BY COLIN MIXSON

A good Samaritan stopped a teen fi end 
from beating another young man for 
his cellphone inside Park Slope’s Sev-
enth Avenue subway station on Jan. 6, 
cops said.

The hapless 18-year-old victim told 
police the suspect tried to grab his 
phone while attacking him in the mez-
zanine of the F- and G-train station 
near Ninth Street at 6:30 pm.

Fortunately, the local do-gooder 
witnessed the assault and sprang to 
action, driving off the would-be rob-
ber, according to authorities.

The straphanger — along with his 
phone — went to Methodist hospital to 
be treated for an eye injury, cops said. 

Offi cials described the suspect as 
15–18-years-old, 5-foot-10, and sporting 
a fl at-top haircut.

Anyone with information regarding 
the incident is asked to call Crime Stop-

pers at (800) 577–8477. The public can 
also submit tips by logging onto the 
Crime Stoppers website at  www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com  or by texting tips to 
274637 (CRIMES) then entering TIP577. 
All tips are strictly confi dential.

COURIER LIFE
Heart disease and stroke cause one 
in three women’s deaths each year, 
most due to the lifestyle choices people 
make. Have you or someone you know 
made a positive change that greatly 
improved chances of living longer?

The American Heart Associa-
tion and Macy’s are searching for an 
inspirational woman from the New 
York metropolitan area to honor with 
the 2018 New York Lifestyle Change 
Award. The Association, in collabora-
tion with Macy’s, a national sponsor of 
the Go Red For Women movement, cre-
ated the Lifestyle Change Award to cel-
ebrate the accomplishments of women 
who have made signifi cant and posi-
tive changes to improve their quality 
of life and overall health.

Women who have taken steps to 
improve theirs’ or the health of those 
around them are encouraged to ap-
ply at nycgored.heart.org. The dead-
line for nomination submission is Fri., 
Feb. 2, 2018.

The winner will be recognized by 
Macy’s at the 2018 NYC Go Red For 
Women Luncheon, the premier an-
nual event in New York City focusing 
on women’s cardiovascular health, on 
Fri., March 2, at the New York Hilton 
Midtown.

The winner will receive a $500 Ma-
cy’s gift card and a consultation with a 
Macy’s MyStylist.

Macy’s executives Molly Langen-
stein and Anne Dunn serve as ex-

ecutive co-chairwomen of the lun-
cheon. Since 2004, Macy’s has raised 
more than $65 million for Go Red For 
Women. Every dollar raised helps 
fund life-saving research and aware-
ness that add more time to women’s 
lives. That means more time to be en-
trepreneurs, innovators, and business 
moguls. More time to be moms, sisters, 
partners, and friends.

For more information about the 
Lifestyle Change Award and to submit 
nominations online, please visit nycg-
ored.heart.org. 

The American Heart Association 
is devoted to saving people from heart 
disease and stroke — the two leading 
causes of death in the world. It teams 
up with millions of volunteers to fund 
innovative research, fi ght for stronger 
public health policies, and provide life-
saving tools and information to pre-
vent and treat these diseases.

Go Red For Women is nationally 
sponsored by Macy’s and CVS Health. 
New York City Goes Red sponsors are 
Northwell Health and TransPerfect.

Local nominees wanted for 
new healthy-living prize

American Heart Association, Macy’s will give 2018 NY Lifestyle 
Change Award to individual who made notable improvements

CELL BOUND: Cops are hunting for this teen 
suspected of attacking another young man 
for his cellphone inside a Park Slope subway 
station on Jan. 6. NYPD

Do-gooder stops teen’s subway-station assault
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GOT WORK? GET IN. AT DITMAS PARK, EVERY POSITION IS MORE THAN JUST A JOB.
Ditmas Park is also expanding its services to include pediatric, pulmonary and rehab divisions. Apply at: HR@ditmasrehab.com

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS IS NOW HIRING
Available Positions Include:

Administrative Positions  General RNs 
 Pediatric RNs  Secretarial and Offi ce Reps 

 Unit Managers  Supervisors  Marketing and 
Janitorial Staff.

BY COLIN MIXSON
They did the Macedonian 
mash!

Thousands of concert-go-
ers fl ocked to Park Slope last 
weekend for a two-day festival 
of folk music from southeast-
ern Europe that transformed 
the dance fl oor of dream-mak-
ing venue Grand Prospect Hall 
into a sea of writhing bodies, 
an organizer said.

“It was so crowded, it was 
mosh-able,” said Noel Kropf, a 
member of the committee that 
stages Golden Festival.

The Balkan-music bonanza 

is the city’s largest gathering 
of its kind, and drew more 
than 60 world-class bands 
from across the nation to per-
form tunes original to coun-
tries such as Albania, Mace-
donia, and Montenegro on the 
ballroom’s fi ve stages.

Golden Festival, which 
members of local 12-piece 
band Zlatne Uste began host-
ing in 1984, kicked-off on Jan. 
12 with a more-than-hour-
long dance workshop, where 
the would-be movers and 
groovers learned traditional 
Balkan boogies, including 

circle dances Chocheck, Kolo, 
and the easy-to-master Lenso, 
Kropf said.

Performers, who are not 
paid for the gig, took the stages 
that night and again on Jan. 
13, donating their talent out 
of passion for the genre and 
for the opportunity to partake 
in one of the biggest Balkan-
music blowouts this side of 
Bulgaria, according to Zlatne 
Uste’s director.

“I guess people wanted to 
be part of the party and play in 
front of a huge audience,” said 
Michael Ginsburg.

And many musicians are 
not native to southeastern 
Europe, but nevertheless de-
veloped a taste for its na-
tive folk tunes that — while 
excellent — have yet to go 

mainstream, Ginsberg said.
“Most of the people who 

played are Americans who 
took an interest in music and 
picked it up as a hobby,” he 
said.

Folk lovers have a ‘Balk’!

GOLDEN GLEE: (From left) A festival musician sported a bear-skin head-
ress. Jitterbugs took part in traditional line dances at Golden Festival. A 
Balkan-music lover crowd surfed on the dance fl oor at Grand Prospect 
Hall. Photos by Jason Speakman
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Blues after snooze
A thief stole a man’s television af-

ter he fell asleep with it on a 2 train 
at Atlantic Avenue on Jan. 1.

The victim told police he nod-
ded off around 12:15 am, and awoke 
about fi ve minutes later as his train 
rolled into the station to fi nd his set 
stolen.

Got off lightly
A brute punched a woman in the 

face inside the Atlantic Avenue sub-
way station on Jan. 5.

The victim, 21, told police she 
was attacked while walking down 
a fl ight of stairs at the station near 
Flatbush Avenue around 10 am.

She didn’t suffer much pain, how-
ever, and was physically unharmed 
by the attack, cops said.

Book crook
Some goniff stole two library 

books that were in a shopping cart 
a woman left inside a Union Street 
grocer on Dec. 26.

The victim told offi cials she for-
got her books, “Doula Ambassa-
dors” and “In the Womb,” inside the 
market between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues at 4:30 pm.

She returned about fi ve min-
utes later, but someone had already 
nabbed her stuff, cart and all, cops 
said.

Tempers fl are
Two men lost their cool inside 

Park Slope stores, threatening em-
ployees:

• Some guy blew his top inside a 
drugstore on Flatbush Avenue be-
tween Prospect and Park places 
around 9:15 pm on Jan. 1, and threat-
ened to hit an employee unless he 
stopped “disrespecting him,” cops 
said.

• Another man unleashed his 
rage inside a Seventh Avenue ci-
gar shop between Eighth and Ninth 
streets at 6 am on Jan. 3, telling a 
worker, “I want to fi ght you!” said 
police. — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Wheels of steal
A sneak thief stole a van parked 

on Baltic Street sometime overnight 
between Jan. 10 and 11.

The 74-year-old victim told cops 
he parked his blue 2011 Chrysler 
Town and Country minivan be-
tween Clinton and Court streets at 6 
pm on Jan. 10, and when he returned 
at 9 am the next day, it was gone. 

Police said they did not 
find the car in the area, 
and that it wasn’t towed or 

taken legally from the spot.

Purloined pills
A punk stole medicine from a 

woman on Kane Street sometime 
between Jan. 4 and 12.

The woman told police she last 
saw her Adderall and Xanax pills in 
her medicine cabinet on Jan. 4., but 
did not notice they were missing un-
til Jan. 12. Several people have ac-
cess to the part of the home where 
the medicine cabinet is located, ac-
cording to investigators. 

Authorities said there were no 
signs of forced entry.

Purse vanishes
A nogoodnik walked off with a 

woman’s purse on Dwight Street on 
Jan. 14. 

The woman said she went to the 
bathroom at a house between Ve-
rona and Delavan streets at mid-
night, leaving her bag in the kitchen. 
But when she returned at 1 am, her 
Dior purse was gone, along with an 
iPhone, sunglasses, and $400 inside 
it, police said. 

Multiple people were present 
at the house at the time, and there 
were no signs of forced entry, cops 
said.

iPhone snatch
A jerk took a woman’s iPhone at 

a Beard Street store on Jan. 12.
The victim told police she left her 

iPhone 6s on a counter at the store 
near Otsego Street at 8 pm, and 
when she came back for it at 8:45 pm, 
it was gone. —Adam Lucente

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Rough and tumble 
Cops cuffed a guy for swiping 

two sweaters from a chain clothing 
store on Albee Square on Jan. 8. 

An employee at the shop near 
DeKalb Avenue spotted the sus-
pect trying to leave with the pair of 
white sweaters around 3:30 pm, and 
tried to stop him, offi cials said. 

The suspect pretended to co-
operate but then tried to take off 
again and started wrestling with 
the worker, kicking and fl ailing his 
arms, according to authorities. 

Bye, bye, bike
A pair of malefactors stole a guy’s 

bike from his apartment building’s 

garage on Bridge Street on Jan. 10, 
police said. 

The victim told cops the baddies 
followed him inside the garage near 
Water Street around 10 pm and stole 
his specialized hybrid bike, accord-
ing to offi cials. 

Package pilferer  
Some punk stole a bunch of pack-

ages left outside a bar on Hoyt Street 
on Jan. 12, authorities said. 

The jerk swiped three packages, 
one with an Apple iPhone inside, 
around 4:20 pm, cops said. 

In the blink of an eye 
Some good-for-nothing stole a 

woman’s wallet while she was shop-
ping at a grocery store on Gold 
Street on Jan. 7, police said. 

The woman told offi cials she was 
shopping in the market near DeKalb 
Avenue around 4:30 pm when she 
realized her wallet containing four 
credit cards was gone. And a few 
minutes later, one of the card pro-
viders called to alert her that some-
one fraudulently used it, authorities 
said.

Poached pack 
Some crook stole a woman’s back-

pack while she was shopping inside 
a clothing store on Fulton Street on 
Jan. 13, cops said. 

The woman told authorities she 
hung her blue leather Tommy Hil-
fi ger backpack on a rack while try-
ing on clothes inside the chain store 
near Bridge Street around 3:50 pm, 
and when she went to get it, the bag 
with her four credit cards inside 
was gone, police said.  

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Rock and rolled 
Some bruisers hurled a rock at 

a guy and stole his phone and wal-
let while he was delivering food on 
Quincy Street on Jan. 12. 

The 38-year-old victim told police 
he was making deliveries near Clas-
son Avenue around 8:30 pm when 
a pair of villains approached and 
threatened him with a silver fi re-
arm while another chucked a rock 
at his head. 

The snakes fl ed with the victim’s 
Samsung Galaxy phone, wallet, 
credit cards, cash, and identifi ca-
tion card, offi cials said. 

Wallet woes
A baddie stole a woman’s wallet 

from inside a DeKalb Avenue medi-
cal center on Jan. 9, cops said. 

The victim told police she put her 
wallet — containing credit cards, 
her Social Security card, identifi -
cation card, and health card — on 
a bed in the pediatric-emergency 
room of the hospital near Ashland 
Place while she tended to a baby be-
tween 4:30 and 6:30 pm, and that she 
realized it was gone when she got 
home. 

Bye-cycle 
A nogoodnik rode off with a 

guy’s bike he locked up outside an 
Ashland Place building on Jan. 11, 
authorities said. 

The guy told cops he chained up 
his black electric bike outside the 
building near Fulton Street a little 
before 8 pm, and when he went back 
to get it minutes later, he discovered 
some jerk had cut the chain off and 
stolen it. 

Not a fi ne wine 
Cops cuffed a guy who they say 

hit a man in the head with a wine 
bottle inside a Classon Avenue bo-
dega on Jan. 13.

The suspect struck the 33-year-
old victim over the head with the 
bottle when he tried to purchase 
some items from the deli near Put-
nam Avenue around 11:45 am, offi -
cials said. 

Road rage
Police arrested a man for punch-

ing a guy’s car and demanding 
money from him while he was 
stopped at a red light on Myrtle Av-
enue on Jan. 3. 

The victim told cops he was sit-
ting in his car near Washington Av-
enue waiting for the light to turn 
green a little after midnight when 
the suspect tapped on the win-
dow, and then grabbed him and de-
manded cash. 

The victim then pushed the sus-
pect away and rolled up his win-
dow, but the baddie returned and 
punched it several times, breaking 
it, offi cials said.  — Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Quick as a fl ash
A nogoodnik threatened a deliv-

ery man with a knife and then stole 
his chain and $25 on Ridge Boule-
vard on Jan. 12. 

The lout fl ashed the blade and 
stole the goods near Bay Ridge 
Parkway just after 7 pm, when the 
man was delivering food, police re-
ported. The thief then fl ed on foot on 
Ridge Boulevard, cops said.  
 — Julianne McShane
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t 
find a solution to my back pain 
or leg pain?” The answer to your 
question starts out hopeful. I’ll just 
go to my doctor and he will take 
care of me. He will know what 
to do. But then something very 
odd happens to you. You discover 
your primary care physician is not 
really well equipped to handle 
that job. He or she is very busy 
treating infections, diabetes, heart 
conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription 
for Soma muscle relaxers and 
Norco, Neurontin or any other 
of the various prescribed pain 
medications. You then take the 
drugs soon to feel strangely like 
you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel 
nausea and vomit the drugs as fast 
as you swallowed them. When 
you get sick of that (pardon the 
pun! I couldn’t resist), you go back 
to your doctor looking for another 
more appealing treatment. This 
time it’s physical therapy. The 
thing you already can’t do!! You 
already can’t bend over, twist, lift 
things, and now they want you 
to do more of it with a bunch of 
other back pain sufferers! Gimme 
a break. Now, you’ve really had it. 
You try the chiropractor and either 
you feel better for a little while 
only to have the pain return, or 
worse nothing happens at all. Or 
even worse than that, after your 
treatment you have MORE pain 
(not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just 
too deteriorated or severe). Then 
you try acupuncture because you 
read in a magazine it could help 
pain. You then realize sticking a 
bunch of needles in you will not 
magically remove the bulging disc 
that is smashing your nerve and 
causing you pain.
You try massage as you read 
on the internet massage may 
help alleviate back pain...only 
to be disappointed. You’re now 
beginning to feel desperate. Back 
to your primary care doctor to 
tell him about your adventures 

hoping he will have a different 
answer this time. He does. “We 
can inject pain drugs through a 
big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly 
agree at this point. “NOW I will 
be fixed.” Or at least that’s what 
you’ve been led to believe. You 
have either no pain relief, some 
pain relief, a whole lot of pain 
relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, 
yes there will be a second and a 
third) is usually less effective or 
not at all and requires another 
one. You come to the realization 
that pain shots will not fix the 
disc bulge or herniation still 
smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your 
doctor recommends you see 
a “Specialist” (Back Surgeon) 
and he can do risky surgery. If 
you’ve read the latest article in 
the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even 
do the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, 
death, infections, more pain. No 
thanks. So. Back to the question. 
What are YOU going to do if 
you are stuck between serious 
back pain or leg pain or surgery? 
Great News! A new extremely 
effective non surgical new back 
pain treatment is now available 

in Brooklyn. If you are suffering 
from back pain or leg pain, having 
pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes 
or feel like a knife is stuck in your 
back you owe to yourself to check 
out this new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back 
pain or arm/leg pain caused by 
a disc bulge, disc herniation or 
squashed or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller 
and I’ve successfully treated 
hundreds of patients with spinal 
decompression so there’s no 
reason your back problem should 
be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we 
can help you, I’m willing to 
back it up...but not with empty 
promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only 
be accepted into our program 
IF YOU QUALIFY for the 
treatment AFTER having 
THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE 
EVER HAD or I will buy you 
lunch! (I haven’t bought one 
yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I 
can’t help EVERYBODY. You see, 
there’s a very small percentage of 
folks we can’t help. Here’s what 
a couple applicants said after I 
told them both I couldn’t help 
them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me 
and I thought they would rush me 
out of the office but didn’t, despite 
the fact I wasn’t a candidate. The 
exam I had was very thorough, 
more so than any doctor I have seen 
yet. The doctor explained things to 
me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate 
for the treatment. The doctor let me 
know I was not a candidate but did 
leave the door open for me to seek her 
services in the future if I thought I 
needed her services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a 
limited time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are 
a candidate for this revolutionary 
new disc treatment. You won’t be 
left wondering if decompression 
could have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, 
muscle activity, hips, pain 
levels, reflex response, discs, 
tendons, spine, pelvis, x-rays 
or mri, range of motion, nerve 
function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain 
and leg pain for 2 years. I tried 

physical therapy, acupuncture, 
spinal injections but none of it 
worked. After receiving spinal 
decompression treatment, my pain 
has been totally eliminated and I 
can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was 
in such pain it was unbelievable. I 
gotta tell you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 
treatments, and I feel 100% better. 
I live aways away but worth every 
mile to come here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, 
medical doctors, chiropractors and 
other various treatments with no 
results. I had a couple bad discs. 
I immediately started feeling 
much, much better and the back 
pain decreased. At the end of my 
treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article 
in the paper, I was skeptical of the 
positive results of a treatment for 
degenerative disc that might show 
pain relief My wife and I decided 
to make an appointment for the no 
charge (nothing to lose) 17 point 
evaluation. Guess What! Following 
only my third treatment, I was 
virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I 
am pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

GET IT IN TIME 
FOR THE BIG GAME

BY JULIANNE CUBA
The district attorney let the 
garbage-truck driver who  hit 
and killed a 27-year-old cyclist 
in Greenpoint last July  off the 
hook because investigators’ 
nearly six-month probe lacked 
enough evidence to arrest him, 
a spokesman for the top prose-
cutor said.

Eric Gonzalez decided on 
Jan. 9 not to press charges 
against the motorist because 
prosecutors failed to fi nd nec-
essary evidence while re-ex-
amining the case  after police 
announced they would not 
charge the man in August .

“Following an exhaus-
tive reinvestigation that in-
cluded interviews with all of 
the witnesses, a review of sur-
veillance footage, and a con-
sultation with an accident-
reconstruction expert, we 
determined that we could not 
sustain criminal charges,” 
said Oren Yaniv. “We con-
veyed these fi ndings to the 
victim’s family and expressed 

our deepest sympathies for 
their loss.”

The Police Department’s 
accident-investigation squad 
started probing the July 22 
collision after the driver — 
an employee for private trash 
collector Action Carting — 
struck Neftaly Ramirez near 
Noble and Franklin streets as 
he pedaled home from work 
after midnight, and drove off 
without stopping.

Cops said they couldn’t ar-
rest the motorist about three 
weeks after their investiga-
tion began, claiming he didn’t 
know he hit Ramirez following 
interviews with him and a col-
league allegedly in the passen-
ger’s seat during the collision. 
And offi cials never released 
the driver’s name, claiming 
persons-of-interest are never 
identifi ed ahead of arrests.

But the  Police Department 
kept saying the probe was on-
going  even after deciding not 
to cuff the driver and hand-
ing its fi ndings over to the dis-

trict attorney’s offi ce, prevent-
ing journalists and the public 
from accessing the crash-in-
vestigation report. And au-
thorities continually refused 
to explain what other avenues 
investigators and prosecutors 
were still exploring.

 Locals slammed police  in 
September for not arresting 
anyone in the wake of the fa-
tal accident, questioning their 
motives for keeping the case 
open — a move legal experts 
described as a way to keep po-
tentially incriminating evi-
dence under the rug until all 
of the hullabaloo blew over. 

Cops continued to say the 

case was still being investi-
gated each time this newspa-
per reached out about it in 
November, December, and Jan-
uary. Authorities maintained 
that claim as recently as Mon-
day, when one offi cer insisted 
“I’m looking at the complaint 
report, it says open,” after this 
reporter told him Gonzalez’s 
rep said the probe wrapped 
months prior.

“The police closed their in-
vestigation months ago is all I 
can tell you,” the spokesman 
said earlier that day.

But a legal expert attrib-
uted the discrepancy to noth-
ing more than a lack of com-

munication between two very 
busy offi ces.

“The DA is going to call the 
shots — they probably didn’t 
notify [police] that they are 
not prosecuting,” said attor-
ney Daniel Flanzig, who rep-
resents cyclists across the 
city. “It’s just a lack of commu-
nication.”

Mayor DeBlasio — who re-
cently touted his ongoing Vi-
sion Zero initiative to elimi-
nate all traffi c-related deaths 
by 2024 with the announce-
ment that 2017 had the city’s 
fewest number of traffi c fa-
talities since offi cials started 
keeping track in 1910 — stands 
by the district attorney’s deci-
sion, and is working to im-
prove safety regulations on 
private-trash collecting, ac-
cording to a spokesman.

“We’re not going to second-
guess the prosecutors and in-
vestigators,” Eric Phillips said 
in a statement. “Instead, we’re 
cracking down on unsafe driv-
ing and better regulating the 
private carting industry.

The Ramirez family’s at-
torney did not respond to re-
quests for comment by press 
time, and police didn’t re-
spond to requests for the crash 
investigation report or other 
evidence, including the sur-
veillance video, now that the 
case is closed.

Case closed

OFF THE HOOK: The district attorney on Jan. 9 decided not to charge 
the garbage-truck driver who hit and killed 27-year-old cyclist Neftaly 
Ramirez last summer. File photo by Mark Mellone

DA won’t charge driver who hit and 
killed Greenpoint cyclist last July

BQE Atlantic to Sands 
PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 

Tuesday, February 27, 2018 
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Dock Street School 

19 Dock Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
 

The New York City Department of Transportation (NYCDOT) is holding a 
Scoping Meeting and preparing a Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) consistent with New York City Environmental Quality Review 

(CEQR) regulations for the replacement or rehabilitation of the BQE / I-
278 from Atlantic Avenue to Sands Street. The Draft Scope of Work is 
available for review online at www.BQE-i278.com and at select public 

locations, including the Brooklyn Public Library Main Branch. During the 
Public Scoping meeting, a presentation at 5:30 p.m. will be followed by 
public testimony taken on the Draft Scope of Work. Public comments are 

requested with respect to matters to be addressed in the DEIS. Written 
comments on the Draft Scope of Work will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. 
Monday, March 12, 2018.  

NYCDOT will have two American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters at 
the Scoping Meeting, as well as a Spanish certified translator. These 
accommodations are intended for individuals with disabilities or language 

barriers. Any additional requests for special accommodations should be 
made by Monday, February 19

th
 at 4:00 p.m. For more information, 

locations of the Draft Scope of Work, or if any special accommodations 

are needed, please contact the BQE Project Team during regular 
business hours or leave a message at 332-999-4520 or info@bqe-
i278.com.  

www.BQE-i278.com 
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Health care has been in the headlines a lot lately. What does it 
mean to you? At MetroPlus, getting affordable health insurance 
for your family doesn’t have to be complicated. Thanks to all the 
new MetroPlus Community Offi ces, chances are we’re not far from 
you. We’re everywhere from the Staten Island Mall to Parkchester 
in the Bronx. Sunset Park in Brooklyn to Skyview Mall in Queens. 
For a full list of neighborhood locations, visit metroplus.org. 
Drop in for a visit! And yes, you can bring the kids!

Pick up kids 
from school
Buy Groceries
Get Health Care

Enroll by january 31

SIGN UP IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

A

UTODENT COLLISION COR

P

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

  Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
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BY COLIN MIXSON
They’re the wizards of Wil-
liamsburg!

A Williamsburg pinball 
team shot to glory in the city’s 
premier bumper tournament 
last month, triumphing over 
a top-ranked outer-borough 
club in a semifi nals upset be-
fore defeating a silver-ball 
squad from Greenpoint to take 
the championship title.

New York City Pinball’s 
semifi nal nail-biter between 
the local Terrorwrists and the 
Mutants, from Manhattan, 
played out at a Queens bar, 
where the teams competed 
neck-and-neck in the fl ipper 
fracas, according to the Wil-
liamsburg club’s captain.

“It was a real barn-burner,” 
said Adam Cane.

The teams battled it out 
on two machines — Getaway, 
a Terrorwrists’ favorite, and 
Ghostbusters, preferred by 
the Mutants — in a match 
that ultimately headed into an 
overtime round played on the 
hometown heroes’ dreaded 
Ghostbusters game.

An overtime stumble by the 

Mutants — a veritable pinball 
powerhouse that won no less 
than seven championships 
since the league’s 2011 debut 
— sealed the Terrorwrists’ 
win, according to Cane, who 
said his team’s victory hinged 
on one fateful shot that the 
Mutants’ captain blew.

“He needed one shot for us 
to lose,” said the Terrorwrist 
captain. “He missed.”

The Williamsburg team, 
which calls the nabe’s Jack Bar 
home, went on to duke it out 
with Greenpoint’s Paragons of 
Pinball in a fi nals match on the 
Paragons’ turf at bar–arcade 
Sunshine Laundromat.

The Terrorwrists claimed 
their championship title after a 
doubles showdown where Cane 
said he and his teammate Mike 
Pantino won both their rounds 
on the last ball.

“It was a ‘bottom of the 
ninth, two outs’ kind of deal, 
and we came from behind 
both times to win it all,” the 
captain said.

Taking this year’s top hon-
ors meant even more to the 
Williamsburgers because the 

crew lost two key players at the 
end of last season, and strug-
gled through the winter’s stiff 
competition with four players 
unused to the league’s team-
play format, Cane said.

“To win it all in a rebuilding 

year is pretty sweet,” he said.
The Terrorwrists’ vic-

tory comes amid Brooklyn’s 
emergence as the Borough of 
Bumpers, with the Williams-
burg club and six other Kings 
County squads competing for 

top honors in New York City 
Pinball’s elite 10-team “Upper 
Playfi eld,” including the sec-
ond-place Paragons, Balls of 
Steel, The Pinfi dels, Special 
When Lit, Factory of Sadness, 
and Intermission Dolores.

On the ball!

FLIPPIN’ OUT: Members of the Terrorwrists team — from left, Jon Ehrlich, Boris Soriano, Adam Cane, Mike 
Pantino, and Nitzan Gabai — showed off their medals after winning the championship title.  Adam Cane

Local pinballers win citywide-league title

RENAISSANCE
home care services

R

Caring with a Commitment to Quality 

Ask For Renaissance!
From in home care, to structured and 

enriching programs at one of our Adult Day 
locations we have an extensive choice of 
specialty trained, multilingual caregivers 
and staff members to meet our client’s 

needs. 

In “Caring with a Commitment to 
Quality”, Renaissance proudly provides 

the following services: 
*Pediatric Home Care  

*HIV/AIDS Home Care
*Mental Health Home Care

*CDPAP
Serving the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, 

Queens, and Staten Island.

Ask for Renaissance Home Health Care!

Pregunte por Renaissance 
Home Health Care! 

Mande pou Renaissance
 Home Health Care!

Choisissez Renaissance, 
l’agence de soins à domicile!

Выбирайте “Ренессанс” - 
агентство по уходу за пожилыми!

ASK FOR RENAISSANCE!
RENAISSANCEADULTDAY.COM

800 764 9450. .267 Douglass Street 3rd Floor Brooklyn, NY 11217
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account2 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective December 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 
is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without 
notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. 
Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

APY2Y2

15-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

AAPAPPPPYY1.75%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

24-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

EBT

GREAT DEAL!

SPECIAL!

SWEET DEAL!

Full Line

lb.lb.

¢¢9999

lb.lb.

¢¢6969
Apple Cider Vinegar

Cream CheeseLemonade

Cauliflower

Craisins Tea Biscuits

Grape Tomatoes Kirbys

1/17 7AM -1/22 7PM
SALE STARTS 18 1917 20 21 22

D

22 44$$forfor

22forfor

$$55$$249249

Tomatillos

$$149149
lb.lb.

$$199199

Seedless Grapes

Hass Avocados

55 55$$
forfor

¢¢9999

$$129129

44 55$$
forfor

PARVE lb.lb.

Pomegranates
$$139139Carrots

ORGANIC
Peppers

$$399399

33 55$$
forfor

33 1010$$
forfor

lb.lb.

¢¢7979
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SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Wow-wee-kaz-ow-ee to Nicole Aga-

ronnik, chapter leader of Curvy Girls, 
an International Scoliosis Support 

Group, for the successful fund-raiser 
on Jan. 14 held at the Kings Bay Y at 
3495 Nostrand Ave.

The group presented a scoliosis 
brace fashion show, which included a 
performance of wheelchair ballroom 
dancing, among other entertainment.

“Many of the girls in our group are 
10–14 years old and they wear a hard 
plastic brace for scoliosis and undergo 
other treatments,” said Nicole Agaron-
nik. “So we wanted to design costumes 
for them and create a fashion show 
out of something that they often feel 
shame about,” she explained.

Models included Nicole Agaron-

nik, Vika Berfi rer, Marsha Kinkov, 

Emily Shteynberg, Nicole Shteyn-

berg, and Lisa Tselikovskayal.

A solo dance was performed  by 
Paula Mirani, and Kevin Berfi rer 

and Ariella Baazov wowed with a 
Latin dance-duet. Marsha Kinkov 

and Daniella Serdyuk did a vocal 
and guitar duet, and Erica Prechen 
tickled the ivories in a solo piano per-
formance. Duet-wheelchair ballroom 
performers included Rik Daniels and 

Nicole Agaronnik, and Levy Aga-

ronnik rounded out the event.
Curvy Girls was started in Spring 

2017 as an effort to connect girls with 
scoliosis in the local community.

SUNSET PARK

Welcome!
Blink Fitness cut the ribbon on 

its new facility on Jan. 16. In celebra-
tion of the opening, Blink donated 50 
one-year memberships to local orga-
nization Turning Point Brooklyn, 
a group dedicated to serving at-poten-
tial individuals and families in need 
through health, education, supportive 
housing, and social services. This is 
the 65th facility of the premium qual-
ity value-based club.

Blink Fitness (5109 Fourth Ave. at 
51st Street in Sunset Park).

CONEY ISLAND

Save the date
The biggest news ever! More than 

120 Boy Scouts and Scout leaders 
will converge on the beach in Coney 
Island at Stillwell Avenue on Feb. 
3 at 9 am for the annual Klondike 

Derby. Scouts from all over the city 
will form teams and pull sleds in 
races just as dogs do in the Iditarod.

This event allows the Scouts to dem-
onstrate teamwork, craftsmanship and 

to exercise winter-survival skills.
So don’t be square — be there.

FORT GREENE

Additional welcomes
Standing O is also putting out the 

mat for Hungry Ghost Coffee Bar & 

Cafe, which opened on Jan. 3. This is 
the fi fth coffee bar and café of the chain 
that fi rst opened in Prospect Heights 
in 2012. For those chasing the perfect 
shot of espresso or cold brew, the new 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Three cheers to the movers, shak-
ers, and business owners on Sheep-

shead Bay Road for making the 
road a brightly lit boulevard to travel 
this past holiday season. The Sheep-

shead Bay Merchants Associa-

tion, along with Assemblyman Ste-

ven Cymbrowitz (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) and the Brooklyn Chamber 

of Commerce held a reception on 
Dec. 20 at the KarVer Cafe honoring 
those businesses that participated in 
the Holiday Lights Drive that made 
the twinkle possible.

Citations were presented by As-
semblyman Cymbrowitz and An-

drew Horan, president of the Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce, to  Slava 

Viktorenkov of Emmons Place, as 
well as others. The rep said, “I joined 
members of the Sheepshead Bay Mer-
chants Association, Brooklyn Cham-
ber of Commerce President Andrew 
Hoan and Dr. Reza Fakhari, vice 
president for Workforce Develop-
ment and Strategic Community Part-

nerships at Kingsborough Com-

munity College, to formally thank 
the business owners who sponsored 
the 2017 Sheepshead Bay Holiday 
Lights Display.” He added, “Many 
thanks to this year’s generous spon-
sors, all of whom received New York 
State Assembly Citations: Ana-

tolian Gyro, Sterling National 

Bank, Wheeler’s Restaurant, 

Avalon Bay Brooklyn, Belarus-

sian Xata, Gothic Press, Infi nite 

Auto Leasing, Jimmy’s Famous 

Heros, KarVér, Life Made A Little 

Easier, Luda’s Dumplings, Mon-

ica’s Bridal, Liquor Stop, Arbuz 

Café, Coffee Spot Café, Orso Café, 

Prime Boutique, Emmons Palace, 

Opera Café & Lounge, Kingsbor-

ough Community College, and the 

Chamber of Commerce, as well as 
my offi ce for their contributions.”

Standing O thanks roving pho-
tog Steve Solomonson, who was 
on-hand to capture the Kodak mo-
ments, and a very special “thanks a 
watt” to all those that participated 
in the drive.

Curvy Girls’ fashion show a success

Lights are bright on Bay-way Road

location boasts 420 square feet on the 
ground fl oor of Forest City Ratner’s 

luxury building and offers a menu 
of Portland, Ore.-based Stumptown 
coffees, along with imported French 
pastries  — c’est magnifi que!

“Hungry Ghost is an ideal addition 
to the evolving Pacifi c Park neighbor-
hood,” said MaryAnne Gilmartin, 
president and chief executive offi cer of 
Forest City New York.

Hungry Ghost Coffee Bar & Cafe, 
(80 DeKalb Ave. in Fort Greene). 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Pomp & circumstance
Move over those tassels for 

Kejsi Shkreta, class of ’18. The 
genius grad, who immigrated 
from Albania with her parents, 
was the Valedictorian at this 
year’s commencement ceremo-
nies from St. Francis College 
on Jan. 16.

On coming to America, she 
said, “I wanted to be near those 
skyscrapers, to be immersed in 
a cultural melting pot, but to 
also be part of something that re-
spected tradition and carried an 
air of respect.”

She did just that; her grades 
earned her a scholarship to at-
tend the school, where she earned 
a perfect 4.0 grade point average.

Along with that 4.0 GPA, her 
other accomplishments included 
interning at Bank of America, 

and for the New York City De-

partment of Education; induc-
tion to the Duns Scotus Honor 

Society, Sigma Beta Delta, Al-

pha Lambda Delta, and the Na-

tional Honor Society. She was 
also president of the Informa-

tion Technology Club, trea-
surer of the Entrepreneur Club 

and a member of the Invest-

ment Club, the International 

Students Committee, and the 

Troupers.
Kejsi commented: “Although 

my journey is far from over, I 
want to directly thank the SFC 
alumni for their generosity. With-
out their altruism, students like 
me would be greatly strained to 
fully realize their dreams.”

Standing O wishes her good 
fortune in her future.

St. Francis College (180 Rem-
sen St. at Court Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, www.sfc.edu).

THE LIGHT STUFF: Assemblyman Steve Cymbrowitz (second from right) and Andrew 
Hoan, president of the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce (left) presented citations to 
some of the Sheepshead Bay Businesses that participated in the Holiday LIghts Drive 
that lit up Sheepshead Bay Road for the holidays. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

charging the man, who is not eligible 
for a fi rst parole hearing until 2070.

McAlary, who died in 1998, wrote 
three columns that represented the as-
sault as a hoax, called the then 27-year-
old victim a liar, and claimed that she 
was going to be arrested, prompting 
her to fi le suit against the newsman.

The journalist eventually revealed 
in a deposition that his columns relied 
on a single source: the then head of the 
New York Police Department’s press 
offi ce, John Miller, who now runs the 
Department’s counterterrorism unit.

But in his own deposition, Miller 
disputed his role in McAlary’s stories, 
except to say that police fi rst advised 
reporters to proceed cautiously on the 
story as the investigation continued.

Rotello, the former editor-in-chief of 
the now-defunct LGBTQ weekly Out-
Week, interviewed Miller for Newsday, 
and said the cop claimed that McAlary 
called him demanding protection after 
his fi rst column was published.

“Can you lock this thing down, can 
you bail me out, can you do this, can 
you do that,”  Rotello quoted Miller as 
saying. “I’m like, Mike, what the f--- 
is the matter with you … [W]here do 
you jump to this conclusion that A, it’s 
a hoax or B, more outrageously, that 
she’s about to be arrested?”

Miller denied making the com-
ments after Newsday published the col-
umn, only to have Rotello produce a re-
cording of the conversation — a scoop 
that made headlines, but ultimately 
did nothing to help the woman’s case, 
the journalist said.

“It made quite a splash at the time 
and the next day John Miller called me 
up and apologized to me,” Rotello said. 
“None of that helped the victim.”

The libel suit was dismissed in 1997 
and the woman did not pursue an ap-
peal.

The Daily News, which did not re-
spond to an e-mail asking if it stood 
by McAlary’s columns, reported in 
its 2018 story on the rapist’s revela-
tion that the columnist relied on “po-
lice sources,” “some cops,” and “detec-
tives.”

Continued from cover

RAPIST

cue operations, shelters, and wildlife 
refuges, along with the city’s emer-
gency services, she said.

Lass and her fellow advocates could 
not reach offi cials at the city’s Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation or Ani-
mal Care Center on Jan. 13, however, 
and authorities referred the incident 
to the Fire Department, which sent 
fi refi ghters to the lake who ultimately 
left without recovering the birds, ac-
cording to another animal lover who 
helped get the word out.

“Someone told me fi refi ghters had 
gone out but there was nothing they 
could do,” said Stella Blanca Panza-
rino, founder of the Lost and Found 
Pets in Brooklyn  Facebook page . 

The locals’ rescue effort contin-
ued into the night, with Lass joining 
the cygnets’ worried wedge on the 
lake’s shore while the trapped crea-
tures screeched for help amid the 
darkness, sparking fear in everyone, 
she said.

“The cries echo when you’re alone 
in the park,” Lass said. “It’s horrible.”

Lass fi nally reached park worker 
Marty Bast, a forestry technician 
employed by meadow caretaker the 
Prospect Park Alliance, on the phone 
around 4 am on Jan. 14, while she was 
sleeping off a cold at her Manhattan 
home, the Park Sloper said.

But Bast hopped out of bed and into 
a cab, Lass said, meeting the local at 
the lake around 6 am along with other 
wildlife advocates — including Tricia 
Bastian and Mary Beth Purdy Artz, 
who with Bast’s help  rescued another 
swan from the water  in October.

The four-woman crew spent the 
next hour recovering a boat before 
Bast braved the frigid waters without 
essential gear such as a dry suit and 

rope, according to Lass. The park em-
ployee then began the hour-and-a-half 
ordeal of chiseling away the lake’s ice 
in order to haul each bird to safety one-
by-one.

Bast left shortly after getting the 
swans to dry ground, but the other 
women stayed to care for the birds for 
hours before Prospect Park Alliance 
rangers arrived, with Bastian coming 
and going to cook warm meals for the 
thawing creatures at her nearby home, 
Lass said.

The rescuers brought one cygnet 
to a Manhattan wildlife refuge after 
Purdy Artz noticed the critter looked 
woozy, and vets there found the swan 
suffering from dehydration brought 
on by hypothermia in addition to ec-
toparasites living in and eating the 
bird’s feathers, the refuge’s honcho 
said.

But the swan took food quickly de-
spite his — or her — weakened state, 
and refuge’s chief expects to eventu-
ally release it back into the wild.

Lass said the birds normally mi-
grate to warmer climates in the win-
ter, but may have stuck around be-
cause misguided park patrons are 
feeding them.

And the three swans weren’t the 
only victims of the fl ash freeze. Pros-
pect Park Lake’s ice also immobilized 
a seagull, which Lass said died before 
Bast could save it with the cygnets.

GUARDIAN ANGEL: Park worker Marty Bast 
ferried a wounded swan to shore on Jan. 14 
after the bird froze in Prospect Park Lake.

Continued from cover
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 
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43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$14,500

37k miles, Stk#34467

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA PILOT

35k miles, Stk#36219

$15,950
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

$20,888
6k miles, Stk#32202

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 FORD ESCAPE
BUY 
FOR:

$16,888
1,813 miles, Stk#30599

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50

PLUS TAX & TAGS
44k miles, Stk#34514

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

SCACAPEPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$15,888
'14 MERCEDES C-300

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#30500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 ACURA ILX

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

$10,588
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
41k miles, Stk#35579

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MURANO

22k miles, Stk#23332

$12,588
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#31477

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,995

39k miles, Stk#31564

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'06 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
98k miles, Stk#30018

$5,500BUY 
FOR:

28k miles, Stk#31683

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC'13 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'09 HONDA PILOT
$6,995

125k miles, Stk#34486

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

KICK OFF THE NEW YEAR 
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CARSSTARTING

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS
20*2*2020

AA
LOLLO
AAAA

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYWAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 01/19/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

8k miles, Stk#34802

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD EXPLORER

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$38,995
'17 CHEVY SUBURBAN

35k miles, Stk#37638

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
'15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

16k miles, Stk#32423

BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193

$24,600BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707

$29,995$27,288
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,588
'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

12k miles, Stk#31904

BUY 
FOR:

HERROKOKEEEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
37,331 miles, Stk#34471

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
23,114 miles, Stk#34718

$13,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888

37k miles, Stk#35672

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
49K miles, Stk#32110

PLUS TAX & TAGS
30k miles, Stk#35901

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893

$13,588

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
BUY 
FOR:

$9,400
39k miles, Stk#32001

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39,600 miles, Stk#35990

$9,400BUY 
FOR:

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTAROOGUGGUEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

49k miles, Stk#34212

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
   $9,988BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
11k miles, Stk#33581

$9,488BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#2499846k miles, Stk#30543
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AT MAJOR WORLD!
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BY COLIN MIXSON
The time for these signs is 
now.

Dozens of feminists gath-
ered at Park Slope’s Old Stone 
House on Monday for a poster-
making session ahead of this 
weekend’s Women’s March on 
New York City that drew lo-
cals of both sexes eager to ad-
vertise their demands for gen-
der equality.

“There was really great en-
gagement among a wide swath 
of community members, and 
it was great to see everyone’s 
ideas,” said the museum’s ex-
ecutive director Kim Maier. 
“It was our favorite kind of af-
ternoon.”

Youngsters and oldsters 
alike descended on the in-
stitution inside Washington 
Park for the event co-hosted 
by neighborhood business-
woman Diana Kane.

The shopkeeper made 
headlines last year when T-
shirts emblazoned with the 
word “feminist” began  fl ying 
off the shelves  of her epony-
mous Fifth Avenue boutique.

Maier and Kane got lo-
cal arts-supply stores to do-

nate crafting essentials for 
the workshop, and enlisted 
the help of design experts, 
such artist Robert Ayers, 
who brought some of his own 
handmade signs as inspira-
tion for attendees’ posters and 
slogans.   

“He was great about help-
ing people make a good sign 
from a materials point of 
view, and also at sloganeer-
ing,” Maier said. 

Many participants’ signs 
blasted misogyny in general 
with proclamations including 
“On Wednesdays we smash 
the patriarchy” and “No coun-
try for old men.”

But other activists used 
their creativity to challenge 
one particular man, Presi-
dent Trump, designing post-
ers that demanded “No Nazis 
in our White House” and “No 
racist president.”

Participants will hoist 
their progressive placards 
at  Saturday’s march , which 
kicks off with an 11 am rally 
in Central Park on the distant 
isle of Manhattan, before at-
tendees take their activism to 
the streets.

Activist arts and crafts
Slope feminists draw posters ahead of women’s march

SEEING ORANGE: Some people 
used the poster-making workshop 
as an opportunity to challenge the 
Commander in Chief. 
 Photo by Zoe Freilich

DOWN WITH THE MAN: (Above) Jules Spector made a poster at the Old 
Stone House that reads, “No Country for Old Men,” during a sign-making 
event in advance of the this weekend’s women’s march. (Below) A pint-
sized poster-maker works on a placard. Photos by Zoe Freilich

■
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Gov. Cuomo’s call to develop 

Red Hook by kicking out a ship-

ping terminal and bringing a new 

subway stop could double the size 

of Brooklyn’s Front Yard, accord-

ing to engineers pushing a similar 

plan for the nabe (“Double park-

ing: Brooklyn Bridge Park could 

get twice as big with development 

of Red Hook waterfront,” by Juli-

anne Cuba, online Jan. 12). Cali-

fornia-based AECOM’s proposal 

would transform a massive Port 

Authority-owned port that runs 

from Atlantic Avenue to Clinton 

Wharf into a sprawling meadow 

called the “Fields at Columbia 

Piers” that would “bring the whole 

topology of Piers 1 to 6 and recre-

ate that same kind of park atmo-

sphere down from Piers 7 to 12,” 

said AECOM exec Chris Ward. 

Some of our readers liked the idea, 

some didn’t: 

It’s a pleasant change to have a 
bold plan for bringing much needed 
housing and transit to Brooklyn. De-
Blasio of course is going to obstruct 
and pander fear of change. Ian 

 from Williamsburg

Chris Ward: “Park atmosphere” 
is not parklands. Do you see any ball 
fi elds, public swimming pools or ice 
rinks here? Of course not. We should 
be building parks for parks sake, not 
promenades or front lawns for the 
wealthy. We are killing our city by ig-
noring the needs of families and chil-
dren. The headline is also misleading 
as these are not protected park lands 
but lawns and a promenade for the 
more than 150,000 new residents who 
will live there. They, and those of us 
who now live here, deserve much bet-
ter. John B. from Heights

They should use this area to build 
nightclubs. It could be a great place 
for fun, and be a real attraction. It’s 
far from residential areas, so the 
noise would be no problem. There’s 
a huge lack of big nightlife venues. 
Would be a great way to use the space.
 Michael from Brooklyn

To be honest, this plan would be 

a long ways away, and is a great con-
versation starter for productive, sus-
tainable community growth. Love a 
good dialogue. Chet from Red Hook

Federal authorities charged a 

Coney Island assemblywoman on 

Jan. 9 with stealing thousands of 

dollars from the city and from fed-

eral storm-recovery agencies in 

order to pay for a lavish lifestyle 

of cruises and clothes. (“Bilked 

it Back: Coney Island assembly-

woman charged with Sandy-relief 

fraud,” by Julianne Cuba, online 

Jan. 10). Assemblywoman Pamela 

Harris (D–Coney Island), alleg-

edly made up a story — backed up 

with forged documents — that she 

and her husband were forced out 

of their Neptune Avenue home af-

ter Hurricane Sandy and into a 

rented apartment on Staten Island, 

charging the rent to the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency 

for years after the 2012 storm. Har-

ris also allegedly pocketed $30,000 

in city funds issued to  help her run 

her youth organization, and went 

on a shopping spree at Victoria’s 

Secret and Kohl’s. The politician’s 

downfall drew strong comments:

Harris’ corruption was openly 
known at the time of the last election, 
yet she still won. So long as people vote 
along party lines for parasites, we will 
continue to have corrupt politicians.
 John from Bay Ridge

Oy vey! This is not someone who 
made a bad decision while under fi -
nancial strain. This is someone who 
is a serial thief who acted simply be-
cause of greed, with no regard what-
soever about stealing from disadvan-
taged people. Maximum jail sentences 
exist for this type of person. 
 Billy from Sunset Park

The entire Democratic party is 
a den of thieves, and the Feds only 
hooked one of the smallest fi sh in 
that toxic sea. When do we get the 
BdB, Cuomo, and Hillary perp walks?
 Henry Ford from Bay Ridge

Leaders of a local social-justice 

group recently published a book 

that identifi es the borough sub-

way stations where cops are most 

likely to cuff fare jumpers in an at-

tempt to shed light on what the au-

thors argue is a massive disparity 

in the skin color of offenders (“Look 

out below: Book claims cops most 

likely to cuff fare jumpers at sta-

tions in black nabes,” by Alexan-

dra Simon, online Jan. 12). Bran-

don Hicks of the National Action 

Network said the book was created 

“...because the numbers of black 

people being arrested for fare eva-

sion is unconscion able.” According 

to “The Black Commuters’ Guide: 

Brooklyn,” the stations at Atlantic, 

Livonia, and Sutter avenues along 

the L-train line, and the 3-train’s 

Junius Street station — all in pre-

dominantly black and low-income 

neighborhoods — are the hubs with 

the highest arrest rates. The story 

drew some pointed reactions: 

Brandon, here is some advice. Pay 
your subway fare and you won’t have 
to worry about being cuffed for fare 
evasion, otherwise known as theft of 
services. John from Bay Ridge

Admittedly circa 1983, at a time 
when the New York City buses and 
subways [were] even [worse], I fre-
quently dodged the fare. It was much 
easier then. In most subway stations, 
all I had to do was walk through a yel-
low gate. I was especially infuriated 
by the then-double fare, bus-to-subway 
— such as I — had to pay. Yet I never 
dared to not pay in front of [a] then-
“transit cop,” [or] even a New York 
City Transit Authority guard. Don’t 
be stupid, if you are going to break the 
law!! SCR from Realityville

The answer is simple. Don’t break 
the law. No matter what race you are.
 Petey from Sunset Park

More cops will be deployed in 

Brooklyn Bridge Park ahead of 

kids’ week-long spring break from 

school, following authorities’ 

forced evacuation of crowds from 

the meadow on an unusually warm 

April day last year (“Crowd patrol: 

Police beef up Bridge Park force 

ahead of spring break” by Julianne 

Cuba, online Jan. 12). An amped-up 

force of one lieutenant, three ser-

geants, and 24 men and women in 

blue will be dispatched to patrol the 

park starting in early March, before 

schools close from March 30–April 

6. Some locals have expressed con-

cerns that if not properly handled, 

a police-ordered evacuation of pop-

ular Pier 2 — which houses a roller 

rink and handball and basketball 

courts — could appear to be arbi-

trarily targeting youngsters, many 

of whom are kids of color, hanging 

out there. There was no shortage of 

opinions on this topic:

The park was sold to the public as 
a recreational green space for Brook-
lyn. But now that those luxury high-
rise condos are on the fast track to 
being completed, our public offi cials 
plan to “mobilize” the police to keeps 
kids from Brooklyn out of what it is 
fast turning into a luxury-condo com-
munity for Wall Street billionaires-
millionaires.

                Vanessa from Brooklyn

Uhm, no, Vanessa. As I wrote the 
other day, I love a conspiracy theory 
as much as the next gal but in this 
case, I think that NYPD evacuated the 
park after Pier 2 had been closed due 
to overcrowding and took further ac-
tion after a couple of fi ghts broke out. 
But if you want to make this about 
class, I cannot stop you. Frances Judy

The police will be there to protect 
everyone, including the teenagers. It’s 
a public park. Let’s not get ridiculous.
 Sensible from Brooklyn

The police are needed there. I am 
no NYPD apologist, but I have wit-
nessed youth violence at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park. I also pass by at least one 
violent incident a month in downtown 
Brooklyn after middle-school and 
high-school youth are out of school. 
These incidents get uglier all the time 
and someone will get hurt. 
 Mustache Pete 

 from Windsor Terrace

Nothing is done to stop the disrup-
tion of construction noise, conges-
tion, and frightening gigantic cranes 
swinging concrete slabs over areas 
where kids might be playing. But 
when luxury condo developers fear 
“disruptions” from crowds of Brook-
lyn kids then police are mobilized to 
keep them out. Vanessa 

 from Brooklyn

If there’s a public-safety concern 
then the NYPD will be on hand to en-
sure good behavior. That’s what this is 
about. It’s smart. Teenagers do get in 
fi ghts — all over the country, not just in 
Brooklyn. Time to be reasonable peo-
ple.

 Vanessa, no one is restricting the 
teens from entering the park and con-
struction is a separate matter. Pete, 
I’m sure teenagers got into fi ghts when 
you were in high school.

 Sensible from Brooklyn

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

A big park, to cover the waterfront
LETTERS
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T he GOP primary between 
Michael Grimm and Con-
gressman Dan Donovan 

in Bay Ridge’s 11th Congres-
sional District is shaping up 
to be a referendum of “Trump-
ism,” and the general election 
should be a bellweather for the 
entire country in the upcom-
ing mid-term elections that 
will determine control of the 
House of Representatives.

Former Congressman 
Grimm is attempting to make 
a comeback by pledging com-
plete allegiance to President 
Trump, while accusing incum-
bent Donovan of being Demo-
crat-lite. In fact, last Saturday 
while Donovan was kicking 
off his campaign on Staten Is-
land, Grimm blasted out an e-
mail titled “Dan Donovan — 
Democrat for Congress!” 

The intrigue of this race, 
buoyed by Grimm’s running 
after serving seven months in 
federal prison for tax fraud, 
has not surprisingly garnered 
 national attention .

Republican voters of Brook-
lyn and Staten Island will 
decide if Donovan has been 
suffi ciently loyal to their prin-
ciples and those of President 
Trump. Just as signifi cantly, 

GOPers will also determine if 
 Grimm’s guilty plea to federal 
tax fraud  was the result of an 
Obama administration witch-
hunt, as the former FBI agent 
claims, or a legitimate issue 
that disqualifi es him from 
serving again.

Grimm has been aggres-
sive in highlighting Dono-
van’s votes bucking his party 
and President on health care, 
sanctuary cities, and, most 

recently, the tax reform bill, 
on which Donovan was one 
of only 13 Republicans to vote 
“No.” Of course, Donovan 
claims that these laws would 
hurt the majority of his con-
stituents. However, as most 
political wonks know, it is the 
extremes of each party that 
votes in the primaries; there-
fore, if the base stands with 
the President on these issues, 
it could be a problem for the 
incumbent. However, if Dono-
van wins the primary, these 
votes could make him more 
diffi cult to defeat in November 
when more middle-of-the-road 
voters turn out.

Donovan and his team have 
been reminding voters that 
Grimm pledged his innocence 
when running for re-election 
in 2014, only to announce soon 
after he won that he would re-
sign, leaving the district with-
out representation in Congress 
for six months. They have also 
pointed out that Grimm did 
not have the most conserva-
tive voting record when he 
was in offi ce. The incumbent 
also touts that he has suc-
cessfully fought for compre-
hensive Federal Emergency 
Management Agency reform, 

more health care choices for 
veterans, and funding for our 
transportation needs.

Since Brooklyn makes up 
less than a third of the district, 
voters here always consider if 
the representative has been 
present. When I was Brook-
lyn Director to former Con-
gressman Vito Fossella, who 
represented this district from 
1997 to 2009, the Congressman 
and our staff were always sen-
sitive to our “Brooklyn pres-
ence.” So we carved out time 
each Monday for him to meet 
with constituents and orga-
nizations, hold press confer-
ences, and attend local meet-
ings whenever possible. This 
may not seem like much, but 
it was more than reasonable. 
GOP voters on this side of the 
bridge now must decide if Don-
ovan has been in Brooklyn 
enough for them.

So far, most GOP elected of-
fi cials and county chairs have 
lined up behind Donovan, but 
it will be interesting to see 
who Republicans that have 
worked for both men, like for-
mer GOP Council candidate 
Liam McCabe, choose.

After the primary, focus 
on the district will continue 

as Democrats try to take back 
the seat. Their hopes are high 
because the President’s party 
almost always loses seats in 
mid-term elections. In the 
past 21 mid-term elections, 
the President’s party has lost 
an average of 30 seats in the 
House of Representatives. 
Democrats only need to fl ip 24 
in November to take control of 
the House.

Adding to Democratic op-
timism, just last week, Dem-
ocratic Congressional Cam-
paign Committee chairman 
Ben Ray Lujan named former 
Bay Ridge resident and Demo-
cratic hopeful Max Rose, an 
Army veteran, to the “Red to 
Blue” program, which helps 
candidates with fund-raising, 
organization, and staff. Rose, a 
Purple Heart recipient and one 
of only 18 candidates in this 
program, raised an impressive 
$330,000 in the last quarter. 

So it seems whoever wins 
the GOP primary will have 
their hands full in November.

Bob Capano has been an 
adjunct political science pro-
fessor at the City University of 
New York who has worked for 
Republican and Democratic 
elected offi cials in Brooklyn.

Grimm-Donovan primary to put Bklyn in spotlight

THE RIGHT 
VIEW

Bob Capano
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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By Alexandra Simon

It’s time to veg out!
A vegan fast food joint from the 

West Coast will bring its plant-based 
burgers and soy milk shakes to Brooklyn 
at the end of this month. The owners of 
Next Level Burger, opening in Fort Greene 
on Jan. 31 as part of the new Whole Foods 
Market, say that a branch in the borough of 
kings is a logical first step in their takeover 
of the East Coast, since Brooklyn is the 
trendsetter for the nation.

“The Big Apple has always been num-
ber one in the world, and Brooklyn in 
particular is the epicenter of change, so 
it makes tremendous sense for us,” said 
Matthew de Gruyter, who runs the com-

pany with his wife Cierra. 
He said that he is thrilled to open the 

store in the trendy Fort Greene nabe. 
“The neighborhood is diverse, and 

there’s a lot of culture here,” he added.
De Gruyter said that his wife first 

explored a vegan diet — no meat, no cheese, 
no milk, no eggs — about a decade ago, and 
he joined her soon after. Creating Next 
Level Burger is a way to share the health 
benefits of a plant-based diet, he said. 

“We started really looking into sharing 
this experience with the country,” said de 
Gruyter. “We wanted to build a reinven-
tion of the American burger joint and give 
people options of fantastic food.” 

The meat-free menu includes vegetable 

takes on hamburgers, hot dogs, and bacon, 
along with salads, fries, and milkshakes 
that feature soy or coconut milk.

De Gruyter said that he wants the menu 
to seem familiar to those who might be 
hesitant to try vegan dishes, with items 
like “The Sauce,” a sort of vegan version 
of the McDonald’s Big Mac.

“We wanted to make sure with Next 
Level, we offer all of those in a guilt-free 
package because we’re on a mission to 
help people eat healthier and have a better 
planet,” he said. “We have chili-cheese 
dogs, burgers, and fries, and they are 
all 100 percent plant-based, made with 
healthy ingredients. After eat you it you 
can expect to feel healthier.”

For dedicated carnivores visiting for 
the first time, he recommends trying the 
sausage bacon burger. 

“Hands down, the sausage bacon burg-
er is the cat’s meow — I’ve probably eaten 
over 350 to 400 of them,” said de Gruyter. 
“It’s juicy and it’s satisfying, and our mis-
sion with that is making it analogous to a 
meat-like experience.”

The new Brooklyn spot, the sixth in 
the chain, will also feature a new item: 
the Fort Greene shake, a green milk shake 
made with kale.

“Next Level Burger” inside Whole 
Foods Market [292 Ashland Pl. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene. www.nextlevel-
burger.com]. Opening Jan. 31.

Vegan burger joint opens Brooklyn outpost

Soy meats world 

Eat your veggies!: Next Level Burger 
serves a meat-free bacon cheese-
burger made with tempeh bacon and 
vegan cheese. Next Level Burger
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By Julianne McShane

She’s nailing down answers.
A performance artist will 

turn an empty office in Clinton 
Hill into a glittering combination of 
a confession booth and nail salon this 
weekend. The art installation “No. 1 
Pretty,” opening on Jan. 20, draws on 
the creator’s experience giving mani-
cures at an Upper East Side nail salon 
and then doing nails out of her home 
— two vastly different experiences 
that led her to examine the power 
dynamics between nail artists and 
their customers.

“I would notice working at the nail 
salon how many people are so open 
with these nail artists and would kind 
of build this relationship with them, 
but it was kind of this one-way inter-
action. For some of them, it was like a 
therapy session,” said Aya Rodriguez-
Izumi, who lives in the distant isle 
of Manhattan’s Harlem neighborhood. 
“The experience of doing nails out 
of my house was something that was 
really interesting, and kind of a service 
for the people in my community. It was 
a really different kind of interaction 
from those that happened in the nail 
salon space.”

In the installation, visitors must 
make a solo appointment to pass 
through a tinsel-curtained room, 
where Rodriguez-Izumi — her face 
hidden behind a mirror-like barrier — 
will give them a manicure. During the 
session, she will ask intimate questions 
designed to probe their subconscious 
hopes and dreams. Their answers will 

determine what sort of manicure and 
nail art they receive, said Rodriguez-
Izumi. 

“You can never expect how people 
will receive or interact with a perfor-
mance, and this will expose what’s 
most on that viewer’s mind,” she said. 
“It’s going to be an opportunity for 
people to reveal what they are thinking 
about, and it’s really going to depend 
on what the viewer brings to the expe-
rience. The nails will be a unique 
response to each person and act as a 
talisman or tether to the experience.”

The artist hopes to transform the 
typical beauty ritual into more of a 

reciprocal exchange, and that her faux 
customers will be more mindful about 
how they treat service workers in the 
future.

“Although there is no monetary 
exchange happening, the viewer is giv-
ing something of value — be it their 
time, a personal story, or a piece of 
their own history,” Rodriguez-Izumi 
said. 

“No. 1 Pretty” at Chashama (470 
Vanderbilt Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill, www.chashama.org). By appoint-
ment, Jan. 20–21, 24, 27–28, 31, and 
Feb. 3; noon–6 pm. Free.

By Julianne Cuba

It’s Burns, baby, Burns! 
You can explore Scottish cul-

ture through the country’s most 
famous foods at “Burns Night,” 
a celebration of the 18th century 
Scottish poet Robert Burns held at 
Greenpoint’s Museum of Food and 
Drink on Jan. 25, the poet’s birth-
day. One of the most iconic foods in 
the United Kingdom’s northernmost 
country is haggis — a puree of intes-
tines and spices encased in an ani-
mal’s stomach lining. Outside of its 
native land, the dish is not known for 
its appeal, but taste is one of the best 
ways to learn about another culture, 
said the event’s organizer.

“It does not sound like the most 
appealing thing, but apparently it 
tastes delicious. I will probably 
be forced to taste it,” said Anna 
Orchard, who lives in Sunset Park. 
“But that’s what we do — push peo-
ple to challenge themselves to think 

about food and culture. Our audience 
is very excited about that.”

The evening will kick off with 
a procession of bagpipers, led by 
Pipe Major Patrick Duffy, and the 
traditional Selkirk Grace, a prayer 
that pays tribute to Burns — the 
man behind the iconic New Year’s 
Eve song “Auld Lang Syne,” along 
with many other poems in the Scots 
dialect.

Guests can also sample several 
varieties of Johnnie Walker Scotch 
whiskey, accompanied by a guided 
tour through the history of the liquor 
by expert Darron Foy, said Orchard. 

“[He’ll be] taking people through 
the culture and history of whiskey in 
Scotland and how it’s different than 
whiskey in America,” she said. 

And the Williamsburg museum’s 
in-house Scottish chef John Hutt 
will serve up several other tradi-
tional foods native to his homeland, 
including black pudding — a blood 

sausage dish — and Scotch eggs — 
hard-boiled eggs wrapped in sausage 
meat, coated in breadcrumbs, and 
baked or deep-fried.

And Hutt will also cook up some 

By Adam Lucente

Marx your calendar!
The Brooklyn 

Public Library 
and the French Embassy will 
host an all-night philosophy 
session on the night of Jan. 
27 and into the morning of 
Jan. 28. The organizer of the 
event invites Brooklynites to 
join the discussion, to listen, 
theorize, and consume coffee 
into the wee hours, since the 
middle of the night can be the 
best time to open your mind.

“At night in the darkness 
everything slows down. You 
are not just entertained. You 
are intrigued and stimulated 
by other people’s ideas,” said 
the library’s arts and culture 
vice president, Jakab Orsós. 

The night will feature 
brainy academics present-
ing lectures and discussion 
on a wide array of topics, 
including French theory, 
Nietzche, hedonism, anxiety, 
the Black Lives Matter move-
ment, Islam, gender fluidity, 
and “Hegelian resonances in 
African diasporic literary 
study,” among many others. 

The keynote address will 
come from professor George 
Yancy, best known for his 
New York Times article “Dear 
White America,” calling on 
American white people  to 
acknowledge and examine 
their own racism. 

In addition to the philo-
sophical talks, the night will 
also feature performances 
from French acrobatic troupe 
Compagnie XY, jazz sing-
er Theo Bleckmann, and 
Chinese flute player Min 
Xiao-Fen, along with an ear-
ly-morning yoga session.

This is the second time 
that the Library has hosted a 
philosophy all-nighter. Orsós 
first thought of hosting the 

event at the Central branch 
library after hearing about a 
similar event at the French 
Consulate in New York four 
years ago, he said. 

This year’s philosophi-
cal festival coincides with 
the 50th anniversary of the 
May 1968 protests in France, 
when students and workers 
held huge anti-establishment 
protests in the country. The 
French Embassy hopes to 
revive some of the era’s revo-
lutionary zeal at the event, 
said the embassy’s cultural 
counselor. 

“We will revisit the spirit 
of the ’60s in all of its facets, 
from revolution and social 
activism to love, religion, and 
compassion,” said Bénédicte 
de Montlaur.

Despite its French ori-
gins, the overnight think-a-
thon is Brooklyn through and 
through, according to orga-
nizers. 

“Brooklyn is a place where 
people constantly push the 
envelope,” said Orsós. 

There will be about 10 
espresso stations at the event, 
but the ideas bouncing in peo-
ple’s heads will be enough 
keep them up, said Orsós.

“People stimulate one 
another. It’s not hard to stay 
awake,” he said. 

Orsós says his favorite 
part of last year’s session was 
seeing two youths deep in 
philosophical discussion and 
wide awake at 3 am.

“It was philosophy that 
kept them awake,” he said.

“A Night of Philosophy and 
Ideas 2018” at the Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
Branch [10 Grand Army 
Plaza at Eastern Parkway in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 230–
2100, www.bklynlibrary.org]. 
Jan. 27; 7 pm–7 am. Free. 

Great Scottish!

TRUTH AND NAIL 

Nailed it: Aya Rodriguez-Izumi will debut her interactive installation on Jan. 20, where 
she will give each visitor a manicure while asking them intimate questions, at a Clinton 
Hill space she has filled with glittering curtains. Photo by Zoe Freilich

Think twice 
Library hosts its second 
annual philosophy night

Artist opens confessional nail salon show

Philosopher king: Brooklyn Public Library’s Jakab Orsós led efforts to 
bring a night of philosophy to the library’s Central Branch on Jan. 27.
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

The pipes are calling: Pipe Major Patrick 
Duffy will honor Scottish poet Robert 
Burns at the Museum of Food and Drink 
on Jan. 25.

Continued on page 31



COURIER LIFE, JAN. 19-25, 2018 29  24-7

FRI, JAN. 19
READING, “YOUR STORY”: 

Readers will read from 
personal abortion stories 
submitted to A.I.R. Gallery 
in connection with the Cur-
rents: Abortion exhibition. 
Free. 2 pm. A.I.R. Gallery 
[155 Plymouth St. between 
Pearl and Jay streets in 
Dumbo, (212) 255–6651], 
www.airgallery.org. 

DANCE, UTOPIA — WORKS-
IN-PROGRESS SHOWING: 
What does utopia mean 
to you? Dance and visual 
art combine to explore 
the idea of an internal uto-
pia. Free. 7:30 pm. NARS 
Foundation [201 46th St. 
at Second Avenue, fourth 
fl oor in Sunset Park, (718) 
768–2765], www.narsfoun-
dation.org. 

READING, BROOKLYN 
WRITERS SPACE READ-
ING SERIES: Readers this 
month include Gayle Kir-
shenbaum, Rachel Kash, 
and Sally Kohn. Free. 7:30 
pm. Books Are Magic (225 
Smith St. at Butler Street 
in Cobble Hill), booksare-
magic.net. 

THEATER, “CUTE ACTIVIST”: 
A playfully fabulist, wildly 
satirical, anti-romantic 
comedy that asks ques-
tions about the way activ-
ism fi ts — or doesn’t fi t 
— into our daily lives. $20–
$25. 8 pm. Bushwick Starr 
(207 Starr St. between 
Irving and Wykoff avenues 
in Bushwick), www.the-
bushwickstarr.org. 

THEATER, “THE ART OF 
HIJAB, KOHL BLACK 
AND THE RIGHT WAY 
TO PRAY”: A new play in-
spired by YouTube beauty 
and hijab styling tutorials 
taught by Muslim women. 
$18. 8 pm. FiveMyles [558 
St. John’s Place between 
Classon and Franklin av-
enues in Crown Heights, 
(718) 783–4438], fi vemyles.
org. 

THEATER, “A HANKY AND 
A T-T-T-TOP HAT”: A new 
autobiographical solo 
show from magician Bobby 
Torkova, about his journey 
from a stuttering little boy 
who stutters to becoming 
a professional magician. 
$15. 8 pm. Coney Island 
USA [1208 Surf Ave. at 
W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159], 
www.coneyisland.com. 

THEATER, TOM STOPPARD 
DOUBLE BILL: Stoppard 
comedies “After Magritte” 
and “The Real Inspector 
Hound.” $20 ($18 children 
and seniors). 8 pm. Heights 
Players [26 Willow Pl. 
between Joralemon and 
State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 237–2752], 
www.heightsplayers.org. 

MUSIC, “INTO THE HOT, 
OUT OF THE COOL”: A 
performance of large-scale 
video paintings accompa-
nied by a six-piece musi-
cal ensemble. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

MUSIC, RUST DUST: The 
outlaw folk artist plays with 
Red Hook Slim and Felix 
de Voss. Free. 8 pm. Sir D’s 
Lounge [837 Union St. be-
tween Sixth and Seventh 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 623–9065]. 

SAT, JAN. 20
MUSIC, “WATINA THROUGH 

MOVEMENT”: A tribute 
to the late great Andy 
Palacio, one of the most 
respected and admired 
musicians within the inter-
national music community 
and Garifuna culture. $30 
($25 in advance). 3 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–
1624], www.kumblethe-
ater.org. 

THEATER, “SPACEMAN”: 
This experimental play 
follows astronaut Molly 
Jennis on her attempt to 
be the fi rst human to reach 
Mars, as she deals with 
physical and psychological 
challenges of being alone 
in space. $15. 7 pm. Load-
ing Dock (170 Tillary St. at 
Gold Street in Downtown), 
www.theexponentialfesti-
val.org. 

MUSIC, AUDREY CHEN 
DUO: Two vocalists im-
provise music. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

ART, WATERFRONT: This is 
an immersive, multime-
dia exhibition exploring 
the history of Brooklyn’s 
coastline. $10. 11 am–8 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety Dumbo [55 Water St. 
at Main Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org. 

OUTDOORS, WINTER BIRD-
ING: The Urban Park Rang-
ers guide you to the best 
wildlife viewing spots in 
the urban jungle. Free. 11 
am to 12:30 pm. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
210–3080], www.green-
wood.com. 

FAMILY, THE MUSIC OF 
MICHAEL JACKSON 
FOR KIDS: The Rock and 
Roll Playhouse’s presents 
the music of the Gloved 
One for kids to enjoy and 
dance along with. Free. 
Noon. Industry City (274 
36th Street in Sunset Park, 
www.therockandrollplay-

house.com). 
FAMILY, “THE PRINCE AND 

THE MAGIC FLUTE”: This 
marionette production is 
adapted for children by 
Nicolas Coppola from Mo-
zart’s opera and is set in 
mystical Egypt. The story 
tells the story of a Prince 
and a Birdcatcher as they 
try to rescue a princess. 
$11 ($10 kids). 12:30 pm 
and 2:30 pm. Puppetworks 
[338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–3391], www.puppet-
works.org. 

TALK, CHINESE CLAY POT 
RICE COOKING CLASS: 
Amy Kar Yee will educate 
people about Cantonese 
cooking and to show them 
how to make specifi c au-
thentic dishes. All students 
will take home a Chinese 
claypot. $75. 1 pm. Court 
Tree Collective [371 Court 
St. between Carroll Street 
and First Place in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 422–7806], 
www.courttree.com. 

FILM, LGBTQ FILM NIGHT 
“HEDWIG AND THE 
ANGRY INCH”: Bay Ridge 
Jewish Center hosts a light 
dinner and a fi lm about a 
transgender rock star. $25 
($20 members). 7 pm. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Ave. between 80th 
and 81st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

READING, BRING YOUR 
OWN STEIN: Bring your 
favorite passage from 
Gertrude Stein and read it 
at this low-key event spon-
sored by Target Margin 
Theater. Free. 8 pm. Target 
Margin Theater [232 52nd 
St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset 
Park, (718) 398–3095]. 

COMEDY, SHAWN WICKENS 
LIVE ALBUM RECORD-
ING: Comedian Shawn 
Wickens (co-founder of 
the Bad Film Fest) records 
a live comedy album with 
a specifi c, secret premise. 
Voluntary donation. 10 pm. 
Countdown Theater (141 
S. Fifth St., Offi ce West #2, 
between Bedford and Dri-
ggs avenues in Williams-
burg), www.countdown-
theater.com. 

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

SUN, JAN. 21
FAMILY, MILL’S TRILLS WIN-

TER BASH: Kids’ band 
Mills Trills releases its third 
family album, “Ridiculous 
Nonsense.” $15 ($10 in ad-
vance; $45 per family). 11 
am. ShapeShifter Lab [18 
Whitewell Place at Union 
Street in Gowns, (646) 
820–9452], www.milstrills.
com. 

FAMILY, THE MUSIC OF 
THE GRATEFUL DEAD 
FOR KIDS: The Rock and 
Roll Playhouse presents 
the music of the hippie 
jam band. $12. 11:30 am. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

FUND-RAISER, FAMILY 
PARTY AT THE BROOK-
LYN MUSEUM: The Beaux-
Arts Court is transformed 
into an art-fi lled party zone 
fi lled with kid’s activi-
ties and art projects, plus 
snacks. $125 ($75 kids). 
3–6 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org.

MON, JAN. 22
TALK, INTERNET AND 

EMAIL BASICS FOR 
OLDER ADULTS: Personal-
ized small group instruc-
tion. No previous experi-
ence necessary. Free. 
10:30 am. Brooklyn Public 
Library Fort Hamilton 
Branch [9424 Fourth Ave. 
at 95th Street in Fort Ham-
ilton, (718) 748–6919]. 

TALK, “WARRING WOMEN”: 
A class about confl ict be-
tween women in the Torah. 
$25 (members free). 7 pm. 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
[8025 Fourth Ave. between 
80th and 81st streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 836–
3103], www.brjc.org. 

READING, “GREATER THAN 
EVER — NEW YORK’S 
BIG COMEBACK”: Former 
deputy mayor Daniel L. 
Doctoroff discusses his 
book about economic de-
velopment after 9-11. $10. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont 
St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Mon-
day night comedy show 
welcomes Joe Bell, Julia 
Claire, Michael S. Watkins, 
and more. Free. 8 pm. 
Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between 
Dean and Pacifi c streets in 
Crown Heights). 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open Mic and Stand 
-Up. Free. 9pm. Fred-
dy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th 
streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

TUES, JAN. 23
TALK, ART AND ACTION 

ON THE WATERFRONT: 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety and Underwater New 
York present six New York 
artists and writers whose 
works address the history 
and future of our water-

FRI, JAN. 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V MIAMI HEAT: 
$18–$242. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN. 20
SPORTS, ERROL SPENCE 

JR V LAMONT PETER-
SON WELTERWEIGHT 
CHAMPIONSHIP: $57–
$607. Time tba.

MON, JAN. 22
SPORTS, MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW 25TH AN-
NIVERSARY: $235–
$456. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN. 27
MUSIC, ABOVE AND BE-

YOND: $38–$89. 8 pm.

TUE, JAN. 30
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V FLORIDA 
PANTHERS: $15–$399. 
7 pm.

WED, JAN. 31
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V PHILADEL-
PHIA 76ERS: $19–$384. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, FEB. 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V LOS ANGELES 
LAKERS: $40–$2,778. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, FEB. 3
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V COLUM-
BUS BLUE JACKETS: 
$15–$450. 7 pm.

SUN, FEB. 4
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V MILWAUKEE 
BUCKS: $21–$818. 
Noon.

MON, FEB. 5
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V NASH-
VILLE PREDATORS: 
$15–$375. 7 pm.

TUE, FEB. 6 
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V HOUSTON 
ROCKETS: $39–$1,667. 
7:30 pm 

FRI, FEB. 9
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V DETROIT 
RED WINGS: $15–$395. 
7 pm.

SAT, FEB. 10
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V NEW OR-
LEANS PELICANS: 
$21–$1,078. 6 pm.

SUN, FEB. 11
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V CALGARY 
FLAMES: $16–$350. 
7 pm.

MON, FEB. 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V LOS ANGELES 
CLIPPERS: $20–$778. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, FEB. 13
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V COLUM-
BUS BLUE JACKETS: 
$15–$350. 7 pm.

WED, FEB. 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V INDIANA PAC-
ERS: $13–$757. 7:30 pm.

THU, FEB. 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS V NEW 
YORK RANGERS: $79–
$650. 7 pm.

FRI, FEB. 16
COMEDY, KATT WIL-

LIAMS: $65–$130. 8 pm.

SAT, FEB. 17
MUSIC, LADIES NIGHT 

R&B SUPER JAM: Fea-
turing Bobby Brown, 
Bell Biv Devoe, Black-
street, and more. $81–
$156. 8 pm.

Continued on page 31

A very fine house: A lesbian couple prepares for bed in their 
tiny house, in the cleverly staged production of the fable 
“Cute Activist” at the Bushwick Starr. The show’s run has just 
been extended through Feb. 3. Maria Baranova-Suzuki

Puck off: The New York Islanders will zip ahead of the Boston 
Bruins during their match-up at Barclays Center on Jan. 18. 
 Associated Press / Michael Dwyer
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By Bill Roundy

Go from happy hour to happy 
little trees!

A Williamsburg bar 
known for its  skee-ball league  
is celebrating the fine arts! Next 
Monday, the  Full Circle Bar  will 
host “The Joy of Painting and 
Drinking with Bob Ross,” inviting 
locals to paint happy little trees 
while they sip on adult beverages. 
The popular painting event started 
at Full Circle’s sister spot in Austin, 
Texas, said the bar’s co-owner.

“I knew it would work well 
here,” said Eric Pavony. “Bob Ross 
— he takes you on a journey!”

The bushy-haired host of the 
public television show “The Joy 
of Painting,” which ran from 1983 
to 1994, is an inspiring figure 
that appeals to the nostalgia and 
creativity in people, said Pavony. 
And Bob Ross’s show and skee-
ball have a deeper connection, he 
added.

“Bob Ross and skee-ball are 
both more fun as an adult with a 
beer in your hand,” he said.

A Bob Ross test-run in 
November drew about 50 people to 
the bar, so the organizers created 
a more low-key series for January. 
And there might be more sessions 
coming, said the bar’s other co-
owner. 

“If the demand is there, we’ll 
find the time for it,” said Pete 
Marinucci.

For the night, the bar distributes 
cheap watercolor sets and paper, 
and then shows about six episodes 
of “The Joy of Painting” show, 
each about 26 minutes long. Pavony 
asks the crowd to vote by applause 
which episode they want next, 
based on titles like “Island in the 
Wilderness,” or “The Footbridge.” 

Full Circle also sells special 
Bob Ross-themed drinks, includ-
ing the “Happy Little Cloud,” and 
“Happy Accident” for $6–$8. 

On a recent Monday night, 

about 15 people packed the bar 
top and two temporary tables with 
paint, paper, and drinks, with their 
eyes going back and forth between 
their emerging masterpieces and 
the television above the bar. After 
each episode, painters proudly dis-
played their final result, to exu-
berant applause. At the end of the 
night, Full Circle hangs leftover 
paintings over the bar, creating 
fame for the painter and an adver-
tisement for the next event. 

By Julianne McShane

The rock is on stage and on 
screen in Bay Ridge this 
weekend!

On Saturday afternoon, wind your 
way to Red, White, and Brew (8910 
Fifth Ave. between 89th and 90th 
streets) to hear some classic rock and 
blues courtesy of Prodigal Child. The 
quintet favors covers of songs from 
the 1960s, and the free, four-hour 
show kicks off at 3:30 pm. 

When dinner time comes, you’ll 
be ready for a change of entertain-
ment, so you should emigrate to the 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center (8025 
Fourth Ave. between 80th and 81st 
streets) for a meal and a rock ’n’ 
roll movie. Tonight, the Center will 
screen the 2001 cult classic “Hedwig 
and the Angry Inch,” John Cameron 
Mitchell’s trippy, colorful film adap-
tation of his then-Off Broadway musi-
cal, about a transgender East German 
woman who survives a botched sex 
change operation and forms a band 

(the titular “Angry Inch”) while pur-
suing a former lover across the coun-
try. The film and the food will set you 
back $25, and it all starts at 7 pm. 

And if the movie leaves you 
hungry for even more rock, roll on 
over to the Greenhouse Café (7717 

Third Ave. between 77th and 78th 
streets) for some tunes courtesy 
of Reload Band. The quartet loves 
classic rock and alternative hits, and 
will take the stage for a free show 
starting at 10 pm. 

After your decadent weekend 
rocking out at Bay Ridge bars, get 
some help maintaining your New 
Year’s resolution to get fit with an 
early-morning meeting with the 
 Ridge Runners , who will gather on 
Tuesday for a 5:30 am track workout 
at the oval at Fort Hamilton High 
School (8301 Shore Road between 
83rd and 86th streets). Brave attend-
ees can get in a sprint workout with 
the group, which meets four times a 
week. But if you are more of a night 
owl than an early bird, you can also 
meet them later on Tuesday, at 7:30 
pm at the 69th Street Pier (Shore 
Road at Bay Ridge Avenue), for an 
easy run of however many miles 
your heart desires. The best part? 
Membership is free.

They are letting their 
freak flags fly!

A group of self-
identified weird women will 
serve up some peculiar perfor-
mances and bizarre burlesque 
at the “Ladyweirdo” event at 
the Cobra Club in Bushwick 
on Jan. 25. The special edi-
tion of the monthly “Force 
Majeure Vaudeville” show will 
showcase the very oddities that 
talented women are often stig-
matized for displaying, said the 
show’s organizer and host.

“One of reasons I wanted to 
do the show is because I think 
vaudeville is the best form to 
do that,” said Tanya Solomon, 
a Bushwick magician. 

Female performers, regard-
less of what branch of enter-
tainment they work in, are 
often pressured to adopt a 
conventionally feminine look, 
and may feel like they can 
only display the most likable 
sides of their personality, said 
Solomon.

“They tend to feel that they 
have to be pretty on stage, and 
there’s even a fear of being 
silly and funny,” she said. “It’s 
one of last taboos of society for 
women to be weird and to just 
not care what people think.”

Solomon created the show 
when she realized vaudeville 
and burlesque stages offered a 
rare space where women could 
channel their weirdness, and 
after being inspired by some 
female musicians who broke 
the mold.

“I noticed that women often 
did more weird performances 
in vaudeville than other forms 
of performance,” said Solomon. 
“I started looking at Bjork and 
Missy Elliot, and I saw how, for 
female identified performers in 
vaudeville, the goal is not to be 
pretty but to go all out and to 
perform whatever you got no 
matter what.”

The performers at the show 
will include a senior contor-
tionist, a “mutated” hip-hop 
dancer, a science-fiction bur-
lesque performer, a female 
drag queen, and Solomon her-
self performing magic tricks.

Solomon said that she is 
excited to see a performance 
from Fem Appeal, who will 
give a burlesque performance 
while dressed as her version 
of the Batman villain “Black 
Mask.” The Black Mask char-
acter is generally aggressive 
and sadistic in nature, but for 
the “Ladyweirdo” show, the 
dancer said that she plans to 
show a softer side to the char-
acter, unleashed by a more 
romantic ballad.

“When I perform Black 
Mask it’s intensive, aggressive, 
and angry, but I wondered, 
what if I performed that act and 
what would it would like if he 
danced to ‘Love on the Brain’ 
by Rihanna,” said Appeal.

Her nearly four-minute act 
will look freaky to most peo-
ple, she said.

“I look insane but I’m doing 
lap dance movements,” she 
said. “I’m wearing this mask 
and I look like a creature, so for 
me to be doing the moves I’m 
doing — that’s already weird.”

The special show gives 
her an opportunity to explore 
her creativity and embrace its 
weirder aspects, she said.

“One thing I enjoy about 
the act personally, is that it’s 
me challenging myself and not 
just doing my default, which is 
super funny or super creepy. 
This is combining all of it and 
being slower with it,” said 
Appeal.

“Ladyweirdo” at the Cobra 
Club [6 Wyckoff Ave. between 
Jefferson and Troutman streets 
in Bushwick, (917) 719–1138, 
www.cobraclubbk.com]. Jan. 
25 at 9 pm. $15.

Rock and run in the Ridge!

PAINT AND PINTS

Happy little paintings: Full Circle Bar co-owners Pete Marinucci and Eric Pavony host 
the “Joy of Painting and Drinking with Bob Ross” nights, happening on Jan. 15 and 
22. Photo by Zoe Freilich

Clowning around: Burlesque performer Fem Appeal, shown as a creepy 
clown, will present her version of a sexy Batman villain at the 
“Ladyweirdo” show in Bushwick on Jan. 25. John Huntington

Wyrd sisters
Freaky females cut loose 
at the ‘Ladyweirdo’ show

W’burg bar hosts happy little art night

Continued on page 31
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ways. $5. 6:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org. 

MUSIC, BLACK TIE BRASS: 
Two full sets from a horn-
driven jazz and funk band. 
Free. 8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

WED, JAN. 24
TALK, “SCALING UP SMALL 

BUSINESSES IN BROOK-
LYN”: A panel of Brooklyn 
entrepreneurs and small 
business experts discuss 
turning small businesses 
into medium-sized and 
large businesses. Coffee 
and a light breakfast will 
be served. Free. 8 am. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [10 Grand 
Army Plaza, between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

ART, OPENING RECEP-
TION: “Pushing Buttons” 
explores the work of con-
temporary artists who are 
utilizing glass in conjunc-
tion with New Media. Free. 
6 pm. Agnes Varis Art 
Center at UrbanGlass (647 
Fulton St., between Rock-
well and Ashland places in 
Fort Greene). 

TALK, PRENATAL INFORMA-
TION SESSION: Dr. Rachel 
Frank discusses what to 
expect in the fi rst few 
weeks of your newborn’s 
life. Free. 6:30 pm. Birth 
Day Presence [182 Eighth 
Ave. between First Street 
and Garfi eld Place in Park 
Slope, (917) 751–6579], 
nyulangone.org. 

FILM, “A BROOKLYN SYM-
PHONY”: A short docu-
mentary fi lm about the 
lives and varied back-
grounds of six members 
of Brooklyn’s oldest and 
largest community orches-
tra. Plus food, drinks, and 
music from members of 
the Brooklyn Symphony 
Orchestra. All proceeds 
benefi t the orchestra. $85 
($110 VIP). 6:30 pm. Alamo 
Drafthouse [445 Albee 
Square West between Wil-
loughby and Fulton streets 
in Downtown, (718) 513–
2547], www.drafthouse.
com/nyc. 

MUSIC, A DINNER PARTY 
WITH FUTURE GENERA-
TIONS: Indie pop band Fu-
ture Generations performs 
at an intimate family-style 
Italian dinner with endless 
beer. $40. 7 pm. Le Fan-
fare (1103 Manhattan Ave. 
between Clay and Dupont 
streets in Greenpoint), 
www.lefanfare.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The 
Chicago-style stand-up 
showcase welcomes Ian 

Continued from page 29 Karmel, Emmy Blotnick, 
and Jared Logan. Hosted 
by Saurin Choksi. $5. 9 pm. 
The Gutter [200 N. 14th St. 
between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 387–3585], 
thegutterbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, JAN. 25
ART, “THE BOX” CERVICAL 

CANCER SCREENING: A 
public art exhibit that also 
acts as a privacy booth 
for women to self-swab 
a sample for HPV test-
ing. Results delivered by 
phone. Free. Noon–8 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

READING, “HAPPINESS IS 
A CHOICE YOU MAKE”: 
Journalist John Leland 
shares the lessons from his 
interviews with New York 
City’s oldest residents. $5. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society [128 Pierrepont 
St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

TALK, ART HISTORY HAPPY 
HOUR: An evening of fun 
and informative history 
lectures about the women 
featured in Judy Chicago’s 
iconic feminist installation 
“The Dinner Party.” With 
a cash bar. Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

FUND-RAISER, AN EVE-
NING FOR THE PEOPLE 
OF YEMEN: An evening of 
theater, live Arabic music, 
and a discussion of the hu-
manitarian crisis in Yemen. 
Contributions will got to 
Yemen’s Action Against 
Hunger. Free. 7 pm. Com-
mons Cafe [388 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hoyt and 
Bond streets in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 624–5921], 
brooklynpeace.org. 

FILM, “PSYCHOTIC!”: A 
group of hard-partying 
Brooklyn hipsters are 
stalked and savagely mur-
dered by the Bushwick 
Party Killer. Introduction 
by directors Maxwell Frey 
and Derek Gibbons. $16. 
7:30 pm. Nitehawk Cinema 
[136 Metropolitan Ave. be-
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

MUSIC, “FRANK ZAPPA 
— REBEL, RESPECT, 
RESPONSE”: Matthias 
Pintscher and the Ensem-
ble of the Lucerne Festival 
Alumni play the music of 
Franz Zappa. $20. 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

FRI, JAN. 26
DINING, THORBERG BREW-

ING SAMPLING EVENT: 
Prospect Heights Beer 
Works offers samples of 
Thorberg ales to tempt 
your palate. Free. 7–10 
pm. Prospect Heights Beer 
Works [648 Washington 
Ave. between Dean and 
Bergen streets in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 623–2337], 
www.phbeerworksny.com. 

MUSIC, “LIAISONS II: Bartók 
& Kodály”: A concert of 
work by two of Hungary’s 
greatest composers. $25. 
7:30 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

FILM, “PSYCHOTIC!”: See 
Thursday, Jan. 25. $10. 8 
pm. Film Noir Cinema [122 
Meserole Ave. at Leonard 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–5773]. 

MUSIC, ÁINE O’DWYER 
AND MATONA: Tanzanian 
and Irish music meet. $20. 
8 pm. San Damiano Mis-
sion (85 N. 15th St. at Nas-
sau Avenue in Greenpoint). 

COMEDY, CAMOUFLAGE: 
A monthly comedy show 
with free pizza, featuring 
Hari Kondabolu, Michelle 
Buteau, Ronny Chieng, Joe 
Pera, and more. $10 ($5 in 
advance). 9 pm. Big Irv’s 
(381 Hooper St. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg). 

SAT, JAN. 27
TOUR, WHISKEY WARS FAC-

TORY TOUR!: Join Kings 
County Distillery on a tour 
and tasting that explores 
whiskey scandals of the 
past and the resurgence 
of the industry today. $20. 
4:30 pm. Brooklyn Navy 
Yard at BLDG 92 [63 Flush-
ing Ave. at Carlton Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 907–
5932], www.bldg92.org. 

MUSIC, “IF WE MUST MAR-
VEL”: Park Slope Singers 
perform songs that cele-
brate creation, nature, and 
human achievement. $15 
($10 seniors and students). 
2 pm. Saint Saviour Church 
[611 Eighth Ave. at Sixth 
Street in Park Slope, (440) 
320–8669], parkslopesing-
ers.org. 

DINING, BEST OF BROOK-
LYN FOOD AND BEER 
FESTIVAL: Three sessions 
of unlimited samples 
of Brooklyn’s best craft 
brews. $39–$69. 12:30, 
3:30, and 6:30 pm. Industry 
City [220 36th St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (718) 224–
5863], www.BestofBrook-
lynFestival.com. 

FAMILY, BEATLES MUSIC 
FOR KIDS: The Rock and 
Roll Playhouse presents 
the music of the Fab Four. 
Free. 12:30 pm. Indus-
try City (220 36th St. at 
Second Avenue in Sunset 
Park), therockandrollplay-
house.com. 

DINING, HOT GLASS COLD 
BEER: Sip unlimited beer 
from a unique handmade 
drinking glass while watch-
ing artists show off their 
glass skills. $25. 7–11 pm. 
Brooklyn Glass [142 13th 
St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 569–2110], www.
brooklynglass.com. 

(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn

Swinging and Romancing on a Winter’s Evening 

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS  
PERFORMANCES HOME

Igor Butman  
& Friends  

The Igor Butman Quintet  
with Special Guest  
Oleg Akkuratov &  

Surprise Guest Vocalists! 
On the Mainstage:   

January 27th  
at 8 p.m. | $32 

For the Love of Jazz  
 with Thana Alexa  

Celebrate Valentine’s Day  
with Romantic Jazz Duets, 

Wine, Cheese,  
and Stunning Ocean Views! 

At The Lighthouse:  
Friday, February 16th  

at 7 p.m. | $40

dishes designed for those 
who do not eat meat, said 
Orchard, including the 
country’s most iconic meal. 

“Vegetarian haggis — 
he’s making that with veg-
etables rather than stomach 

lining and things like that,” 
she said. 

The event is a perfect 
way to explore a differ-
ent country, and get out of 
your comfort zone by try-
ing foods other than the 
typical American grub, said 
Orchard. 

“It emphasizes our tag 
line — food is culture,” 

she said. “This program 
is really the perfect blend 
of learning about a culture 
through food.”

Burns Night at the 
Museum of Food and Drink 
(62 Bayard St. between 
Lorimer and Leonard 
streets in Greenpoint, www.
mofad.org). Jan. 25 at 6:30 
pm. $30. 

One local painting fan 
said that he learned about 
the Bob Ross night when 
he spotted the hanging 
landscapes.

“I came in the bar 
because it was cold, and I 
saw the paintings over the 
bar,” said Richard Karsten, 
a Williamsburg architect 
and former fine art painter. 
“I said ‘Count me in! I will 
be there!’ ”

Karsten turned out an 
near-replica of Ross’s for-
est scene, but the end prod-
uct is not what matters, 
said Pavony — it is the 
amount of fun that people 
have making it.

“The different levels 
of skill each produce the 

same amount of happi-
ness,” he said.

“The Joy of Painting and 
Drinking with Bob Ross” at 
Full Circle Bar (318 Grand 

St. between Havemeyer 
Street and Marcy Avenue 
in Williamsburg, www.face-
book.com/fullcirclebar). 
Jan. 22 at 8 pm. Free.

Continued from page 28 

Continued from page 30 

BURNS

PAINT

Masterpiece: Richard Karsten shows off his Bob Ross-inspired 
painting at the Full Circle Bar. Photo by Zoe Freilich
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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CLASSIFIEDS, GO TO...

BROOKLYN 
DAILY.COM

To 
advertise  

your 

SCHOOL or 
EDUCATION  
PROGRAM

call
718.260.2555
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 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable 
upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Pay-
ments/purchase option: $6,600/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), $9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). 
Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore 
excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. 
DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988. www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
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U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
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•

P
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R
TICIPATING DEALE

R

Auto NetAuto Net

$275†

LEASE PER MONTH

LINCOLN  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

�

GREAT WINTER LEASES!

$275 per month 24 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, 
A/C, and Much More! MSRP $37,575, VIN#3LJR609322, $4,677 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, $3,757 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $1750 Lincoln RCL 
Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 1/31/18. 

$275 per month 36 month lease. 200A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, 
Select Plus Package, Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $40,660, 
VIN#5LHUL71492, $4,915 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,995 
Down Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify 
$1500 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 1/31/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2017 LINCOLN

MKC SELECT

YOUR
CHOICE

        24 MOS.         36  MOS.

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

2015 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Blue, Sunroof, 
Nav. 40K Mi, Stk#2631F.

 $24,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Auto, A/C, Green. 50K 
Mi. Stk#2606F.

 $16,895BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2016 LINCOLN MKX AWD Select

Auto, A/C, Nav, Moonroof, 
Black and More! Stk# 2694F 

 $32,995BUY
FOR

*

2017 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4x4

Auto, S/Roof, Nav, Blue, 
11K Mi, Stk#2643F

 $47,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 
6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, 
A/C & Much More! MSRP $42,455, 
VIN#2LJBL20229. $5,219 Due at 
Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, 
$4,245 Down Payment, $645 Bank 
Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title 
& MV Fees addt’l. Expires 1/31/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

$339 PER MO.
36 MOS
LEASE

†

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS! 

2017 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
SPECIAL LIVERY PRICING

ON SELECT MODELS! 


