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BY WINNIE MCCROY
Talk about a surgical the-
ater!
This weekend, the Park 
Slope theater company will 
launch a hilarious, heart-
warming musical about 
brain surgery. “A New 
Brain,” opening on Jan. 27 
at Gallery Players, is a play 

about the healing power of 
art that feels somehow uni-
versal, says its director.

“It moves and touches 
me, and I think it’s one of 
the most beautiful pieces of 
musical theater ever writ-
ten, because it simultane-
ously shows the honesty 
and schmaltz and the love 

we cherish when we see 
musicals, but it is also full 
of biting sarcasm and the 
diffi culties we appreciate 
in life,” said Barrie Gelles. 
“That’s what life feels like; 
things get dark, but there’s 
hope.”

The story, from com-

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Bike lanes just got the green 
light in Sunset Park.

Community Board 7 gave 
the city’s  controversial plan 
to revamp Fourth Avenue  the 
thumbs up at its meeting last 
week, kissing 225 parking 
spaces in the district good-
bye in exchange for new bike 
lanes, loading zones, expanded 
metered parking, and pedestri-
an-safety measures along the 
thoroughfare.

Board members’ 30–5 vote 
in favor of the  plan to re-
make the roadway from 65th 
Street to Atlantic Avenue  fol-
lowed the proposal’s approval 
by Park Slope’s Community 
Board 6, which endorsed it in 
a near-unanimous vote earlier 
this month.

CB7’s district manager said 
the lack of opposition to the re-
design scheme surprised some 
board members, especially be-
cause previous meetings about 
it were advertised with 6,000 
f liers throughout the district.

“No matter what the issue, 
when you’re talking change, 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
This avenue needs a 
bath!

The city is ignoring a 
stinky Bath Beach street 
that has reeked of poop 
for at least the past two 
years, locals say.

The block of Bath Ave-
nue between Bay 16th and 

17th streets smells like 
raw sewage, and the city 
is forcing the block’s resi-
dents and small business 
owners to live with the 
putrid scent, according 
to the district manager of 
Community Board 11. 

“It smells like a sewer 

Continued on page 12

Continued on page 12Continued on page 12

A look inside 
the mascots

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
He really got inside her head!

A Bedford-Stuyvesant fi lm-
maker will screen his short doc-
umentary “Hola Kitty,” as part 
of the Grand Finale of the Katra 
Film Series at the Alamo Draft-
house on Feb. 6. The 10-minute 
movie follows the lives of La-
tino immigrants who don furry 
costumes and superhero outfi ts 
to pose with tourists in Times 
Square and Coney Island, and its 
director hopes the doc will pro-
vide a new angle for the national 
discussion on immigration.

“When I started seeing those 
costumes in Times Square, I 
thought it was very interesting 
that the people doing this were 
mostly Mexicans and illegal im-
migrants,” said Daniel Burity. 
“And I always wanted to make 
a documentary about immigra-
tion, only now I could highlight 
something new. 

He was especially intrigued 
that workers portrayed charac-

Continued on page 6
HOLA, IT’S ME: In a scene from Daniel Burity’s fi lm “Hola Kitty,” a costumed performer takes a break in a park.  
 Daniel Burity 

BRAIN POWER: “A New 
Brain” follows a musical 
theater writer (right), who 
hallucinates numbers while 
in the hospital.

KITTY CORNEREDCivic gurus 
ok 4th Ave. 
bike lanes

There’s singin’ in his brainStinking street

A CNG Publication Vol. 7 No. 4 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

Ph
ot

o 
by

 C
al

eb
 C

al
dw

el
l



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JA
N. 

28
, 2

01
8

2

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They don’t want to work it 
out.

Sunset Park’s old-school 
gym rats are infuriated that 
an outpost of a chain gym 
opened its doors just three 
doors down from a smaller, 
no-frills one that has been 
in the neighborhood for 
nearly 30 years. Blink Fit-
ness opened the company’s 
65th location in Sunset Park 
on Jan. 15, on Fourth Av-
enue between 51st and 52nd 
streets, but management at 
the smaller Richie’s Gym 
said that the chain opera-
tion had no business open-
ing its doors on the very 
same block. 

“I think it’s ridiculous. 
The neighborhood is big 
enough for them to open up 
on another block,” said Da-
vid Vale, the general man-
ger of Richie’s Gym, which 
opened in 1990. 

He suggested that open-
ing the spiffy new workout 
spot so near the gritty local 
stalwart was a deliberate 
move to create a contrast. 

“Being only a few doors 
down, they’re throwing 
shade at us to make them-
selves look better,” he said. 

Blink’s three-story Sun-
set Park outpost is the com-
pany’s 13th location to open 
in the borough, and features 
more than 80 pieces of car-
dio equipment and 50 weight 
machines. The gym chain 
is known for its affordable 
membership, which starts 
at just $15 per month and 
includes one free 30-minute 
training session, along with 
small-group training ses-
sions. 

Richie’s Gym, on the 

other hand, has four other 
locations in the borough, 
charges $25 per month — but 
not the $50 annual fee that 
Blink requires — and also 
offers boxing in addition to 
its two fl oors fi lled with car-
dio and weight machines.  

But the president of 
Blink Fitness said he picked 
the Sunset Park location be-
cause the neighborhood has 
so few gyms, and insisted 
that he isn’t trying to en-
croach on Richie’s or the 
other specialized yoga, mar-
tial arts, and boxing facili-
ties in the area. 

“There really is no com-
petition — there’s a small 
gym a block or so from 
here,” said Todd Magazine. 
“But we are very respectful 
of our competition and our 
job is not to put them out of 
business, that’s not what we 
came here to do.”

Vale said that his prob-
lem with Blink isn’t that it 
came to Sunset Park, but 
that it opened on the very 
same block as Richie’s and 
is sure to take away busi-
ness with its better-known 
brand name and larger ad-
vertising budget.

“It’s not about them com-
ing to the neighborhood, 
it’s about them being on the 

same block,” Vale said. “Our 
business runs on blood, 
sweat, tears, and dreams, 
pretty much.”

One Borough Park resi-
dent who said he’s pumped 
iron at Richie’s for about 
15 years said that someone 
from Blink should have ap-
proached the management at 
the older gym before the out-
post opened, since Richie’s 
is practically a neighbor-
hood landmark. 

“It’s not a problem that 
a new gym’s in the neigh-
borhood, but I feel that if 
they were going to at least 
open on the same block as 
him, they at least should’ve 
came and talked to him and 
see how he felt about it, and 
not just do it,” said Raoul 
Vasquez. “It’s not right, this 
gym’s been here for such a 
long time.” 

But Vasquez said that he 
thinks Blink will at least 
have some success appeal-
ing to the nabe’s younger 
residents who are contribut-
ing to  the area’s increasing 
gentrifi cation . 

“There’s a lot of gentri-
fi cation right now, so a lot 
of people that move from 
Williamsburg are going to 
choose to go to that gym,” he 
said. 

Beef among beefcakes
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BIG DOG VS SMALL GUY: 
(Above) Certifi ed personal 
trainers Mashood Shabbir, 
Sean Marshall, and Jenni Mor-
ris welcomed workout fi ends 
to Sunset Park’s newly opened 
Blink Fitness. (Left) Richie’s 
Gym boasts a no-frills, bare-
bones aesthetic — the opposite 
of Blink’s sleek and expansive 
interior.  
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Call it verdure Italiano!

An Italian chef opened a vegan 
and vegetarian eatery in Park 
Slope that puts a healthy twist 
on some of her favorite red-sauce 
staples. The menu items at La 
Vellutata do not all come straight 
from Italy, but that doesn’t stop 
the cook from drawing inspira-
tion from some of her home coun-
try’s signature foods, she said.

“People ask, ‘why isn’t it full 
Italian?’ But in Italy, I don’t only 
eat pizza and pasta. It’s interna-
tional,” said Elisa Mazzucato, 
who moved to New York from her 
native Venice last year to open 
the casual-takeout restaurant. 
“And I like Italian food, but I like 
healthier versions.”

The eatery serves a selection 
of sweets, creamy soups, fruity 
salads, and veggie-fi lled burgers 
such as the “parmigiana burger,” 
a take on the classic dish made 
with a veggie patty topped with 
eggplant, tomatoes, vegan mayo, 
and basil.

Other burgers feature tofu, 
veggie, and curry patties, shii-
take bacon instead of meat, and 
toppings including avocado 
mash, tomato and coriander, 
roasted kale and beetroot, basil, 
and beet ketchup.

Mazzucato said the three 
soups she offers closely resemble 
Italian stews that are typically 
packed with veggies, meats, and 
spices.

The chili-broccoli soup, which 
the chef said is the most popular, 
is made with vegan cheese, ex-
tra-virgin olive oil, chili pepper, 
cashew nuts, and bread crumbs. 
The Parmentier is a take on the 
classic potato-and-leek soup, sea-
soned with saffron and hemp-
seed. And the Norway — served 
hot and cold — features the fl a-
vors of beetroot, onion, star an-
ise, fresh dill, and home-made 
wasabi sauce. 

Mazzucato sources the in-
gredients from area vendors — 
a move she made after scaling 
back her initial desire to have 
them shipped from her home 
country.

“When I started, I thought I 
could get [ingredients] from It-
aly, but it’s very expensive,” she 
said. “Now, I only want local.”

La Vellutata offi cially de-
buted in November after Maz-
zucato decided to open it in 
the family-friendly, gym-fi lled 
neighborhood, according to the 
general manager of the eatery 
— the name of which means “vel-
vet,” to evoke the inventive and 

creamy soups that are the cor-
nerstone of its menu.

“She toured all these differ-
ent places, and found people are 
health-conscious in this neigh-
borhood,” said Santhosh Umap-
athi.

About half of the regulars are 
vegans, Umpathi said, with the 
other half being meat-eaters will-
ing to try the veggie-fi lled foods.

Beyond the chili-broccoli 
soup, regulars also favor the 
sweet chocolate burger — made 
with coconut fl ower, oat fl akes, 
hazelnut grain, mango sauce, 
and fresh mint — according to 
Mazzucato, who said she cooked 
up the menu items following her 
years working at restaurants in 
Italy, including the one her par-
ents operate.

The chef hopes to add more 
gluten-free options, vegan 
shakes, and lighter soups by 
summer, and wants to eventu-
ally expand within the city — 
and beyond.

“She has some big plans,” Um-
apathi said.

La Vellutata [172 Fifth Ave. 
between Degraw and Sackett 
streets in Park Slope, (917) 909-
1818, www.lavellutatanyc.com.] 
Open Mon. – Sat., 10 am–10 pm; 
Sun., 9 am–3 pm.

TOP CHEF: La Vellutata chef and owner Elisa Mazzucato showed off the Park Slope eatery’s popular vegan chili-broccoli 
soup. Photo by Jason Speakman

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This pizza will re-
ally tide you over!

A Williams-
burg pizzeria 
is serving blue-
and-orange slices 
inspired by the 
 absurd trend 
among teens  to 
eat candy-colored 
— and poisonous 
— pods fi lled with 
Tide detergent.

The co-owner 
of Vinnie’s Piz-
zeria,  an artist 
known for using the cuisine as 
his canvas , said he cooked up 
the idea because he’d rather peo-
ple stuff their faces with his non-
toxic look-alike than put a poten-
tially life-threatening substance 
near their mouths.

“If the pods look alluring 
enough to eat, then why don’t I 
create something people can ac-
tually eat?” said Sean Berthi-
aume, who lives in Greenpoint, 
where he runs another pizzeria. 
“It’s all over the news, and it’s all 
I see on Twitter, Instagram, Fa-
cebook. People are going crazy 
about this.”

Berthiaume’s dish, dubbed 
“Pied pods,” is more like a mini-
calzone stuffed with cheese, pep-
peroni, and spices that’s wrapped 
in crispy dough and topped with 
cheese dyed the same colors as 
the cleaning product that some 
kids dare to eat as part of the vi-
ral  “Tide-pod challenge”  on so-
cial media.

The detergent-free dish 
started out as a joke, he said, 
but the owners of the Bedford 
Avenue Italian joint decided to 
sell the Pied pods hot and fresh 
for a limited time when they got 
tons of orders after Berthiaume 

shared a photo 
of the creation 
on the eatery’s 
Instagram ac-
count.

“This is not 
meant to be a 
culinary revo-
lution, just a 
fun thing,” he 
said. “I don’t 
foresee it be-
coming a main-
menu item, just 
a pop-up.”

The small 
bites, made 

entirely with digestible ingre-
dients, are health-department 
approved, according to Ber-
thiaume, who is advertising 
them with the slogan “hope, not 
soap.”

“They are 100-percent toxin-
free,” the co-owner said. “I hope 
people don’t actually think I’m 
trying to endorse people eating 
soap.”

This isn’t the fi rst time Ber-
thiaume bucked the notion that 
you shouldn’t play with your 
food. In May 2016, his pie shop 
shot to fame when it began serv-
ing pizzas  inside an edible “box” 
made from the same cheesy 
slices . And before that, slices 
adorned with purple-tinted moz-
zarella, in honor of the late mu-
sician Prince, and pies topped 
with natural rainbow-colored 
toppings, to celebrate the Su-
preme Court’s 2015 ruling that 
legalized same-sex marriage, 
became two of customers’ favor-
ite menu items, he said.

“Each one of these things is 
me just fooling around,” Berthi-
aume said. “And they all started 
with me trying to entertain our 
fans and followers on social me-
dia.”

Palate cleanser

OKAY TO EAT: Williamsburg’s Vin-
nie’s Pizzeria is now serving mini-
calzones that look like Tide pods.  

Buon appetito! 
Italian chef debuts vegan eatery in Slope

PIE MAN: Sean Berthiaume, co-owner of Vinnie’s Pizzeria in Williamsburg, is serv-
ing “Pied pods” — mini-calzones that look like Tide pods — for a limited time at his 
Bedford Avenue eatery. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Safe snack born from viral Tide stunt 
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Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:
Secretarial

Marketing

 

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

BY JULIANNE CUBA
He has to budge on his bud-
get.

Gov. Cuomo must revise 
his recently unveiled bud-
get so it includes authoriza-
tion for a process to speed 
up the city-led reconstruc-
tion of a crumbling section 
of the Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway in Brooklyn 
Heights, a contingent of pols 
demanded.

Cuomo’s current bud-
get does not include a pro-
vision allowing for  design-
build  — which advocates 
say will streamline the res-
toration of the roadway’s 
triple cantilever by solicit-
ing a single bid for its design 
and construction instead of 
separate proposals for each 
— and the local leaders are 
requesting a revision before 
it’s too late.

“We all know this is some-
thing needed, we believe the 
governor is a proponent of 
this, so we don’t quite under-
stand why it didn’t make its 

way into his initial budget 
proposal,” said Assembly-
woman Jo Anne Simon (D-
Brooklyn Heights). “I’m dis-
appointed.”

Simon and more than 
a dozen state lawmakers 
penned Cuomo a letter urg-
ing him to include design-

build in his budget before he 
released it on Jan. 16. 

And now that his fi rst 
draft is out, the governor 
has 30 days from that date 
to amend it before the As-
sembly and state Senate 
start preparing their own 
versions, which will be used 
with Cuomo’s to create a fi -
nal budget that the state’s 
Commander in Chief must 
sign by April 1.   

 Another pol fi ghting for 
design-build  said he has no 
plans to back down, and re-
mains optimistic the state 
will do the right thing.

“I’m committed to work-
ing with my colleagues to 
continue to make the case for 
design-build. This stream-
lined process would save 
taxpayer dollars and shorten 
the project’s timeline,” said 
state Sen. Brian Kavanagh 
(D–Brooklyn Heights), who 
also signed his name on the 
letter to Cuomo.

The city’s Department 
of Transportation is spend-

ing $1.9 billion to repair the 
decrepit triple cantilever 
that runs from Atlantic Av-
enue to Sands Street, and 
agency honchos recently 
warned residents that they 
 may have to boot thousands 
of big-rigs from the express-
way and send them down lo-
cal streets  if it is not fi xed by 
2026. 

The current timeline for 
the 70-year-old span’s res-
toration begins in 2024 and 
ends in 2029. But Simon and 
other design-build advo-
cates say the process would 
cut about $113 million from 
the job’s total cost and accel-
erate work by about three 

years, allowing it to start in 
2021 and fi nish in 2026 — be-
fore the expressway crum-
bles beneath the weight of 
passing trucks.

“The scenario nobody 
wants is for this to be de-
layed so much so that trucks 
have to be banned, the city is 
sort of counting backwards 
in the calendar to ensure 
they get this going,” Simon 
said.

And there’s still a chance 
that state lawmakers will ap-
prove design-build through 
the typical legislative pro-
cess if it doesn’t get slipped 
into the budget, but that pos-
sibility is less likely while 

Albany is laser focused on 
its fi nancial agenda, the as-
semblywoman said.

“The most effective way 
to get this done is through 
the budget,” she said. “We’ll 
certainly encourage Cuomo 
to amend his.”

The governor signed off 
on design-build for several 
state-run projects, includ-
ing the construction of the 
 new Kosciuszko Bridge , and 
supports its use, according 
to a spokesman, who said 
Cuomo is willing to discuss 
giving city offi cials the au-
thority to incorporate the 
process in the expressway’s 
reconstruction.

Change they believe in

RECALCULATE IT: A group of 
pols demanded Gov. Cuomo in-
clude a provision allowing the 
city to use design-build in the 
reconstruction of the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway’s triple 
cantilever in his state budget.

FALLING APART: The triple cantilever. File photo by Jason Speakman

Cuomo must add faster BQE fi x to budget, pols say
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Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on all 
types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & other 
benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
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ters of different ethnici-
ties, he said.

“Hello Kitty is a Japa-
nese character, and you 
have a Mexican person 
working illegally in the 
U.S. as that character — 
I wanted to examine the 
social aspect of immi-
gration,” said Burity.

After talking to the 
costumed performers, 
he discovered that peo-
ple will often treat a fi c-
tional character better 
than they would an ac-
tual human immigrant, 
said Burity. 

“One woman talked 
about how much she feels 
better in the costume be-
cause [Hello Kitty is] not 
Latina — people don’t 
see color, they just see 
this character,” he said. 
“What was heartbreak-
ing was how she feels 
even more comfortable 
dressing up in a Hello 
Kitty costume than be-
ing herself.” 

And just wearing the 
costume is no easy feat, 
Burity discovered. He 
tried on a costume head, 
and he only lasted two 
minutes with it on.

“I tried on a mask 
and it’s not a good idea if 
you’re claustrophobic,” 

said Burity. “It’s heavy, 
it’s super dark, and it’s 
extremely hot. I don’t 
know how they can wear 
it for hours, but they 
do.”

In an era when anti-
immigrant sentiments 
have increased, Burity 
hopes that his fi lm will 
provide a glimpse into 
the effort that immi-
grants will go through 
in order to remain in the 
United States. 

“I fi nished this fi lm 
just before Trump was 
elected, but my inten-
tion is to educate people 
and for the fi lm to be 
fun and not preachy,” he 
said. “I’m not a teacher, 
but I think people will 
learn about other reali-
ties, and about the work 
illegal immigrants do to 
maintain a life here.”

“Hola Kitty” is one of 
15 short fi lms screening 
during two sessions dur-
ing the Katra Film Se-
ries fi nale. 

The winner, deter-
mined after the screen-
ing, will win a camera 
kit worth $5,000.

“Hola Kitty” at the Ka-
tra Film Series [445 Al-
bee Square West between 
Willoughby and Fulton 
streets Downtown, (718) 
513–2547, www.katra-
fi lmseries.com]. Feb. 6 at 
7 pm. $30–$100.

INTO THE DEPTHS: A woman in a Hello Kitty costume rides 
the escalator on her way home from an all-day session in 
Times Square. Daniel Burity 

Continued from page 1 

KITTY

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
She’s changing the world 
one page at a time.

One of the borough’s own 
award-winning authors will 
travel the country over the 
next two years to promote 
the power of reading and 
literature to young people 
across the nation. 

The Library of Congress 
named Jacqueline Wood-
son as the sixth National 
Ambassador for Young Peo-
ple’s Literature earlier this 
month, and her platform — 
“reading equals hope times 
change” — is meant to in-
spire youngsters to harness 
their own power to help be-
lieve in and create a better 
future, she said. 

“Reading gives us hope. 
When we read about the 
people who came before us 
and fi ctional characters 
who overcome the odds, it 
gives us this sense of what 
we can do ourselves,” said 
Woodson, who lives in Park 
Slope. “When we have hope 
and information, we can 
create change.”

Woodson is the author of 
more than two dozen books 
for kids and young adults, 
and her list of accolades 
is long. She took home the 
country’s top literary prize 
— the National Book Award 
— in 2014 for her memoir, 
“Brown Girl Dreaming,” 
and was a fi nalist for the 
prestigious award three 
other times, including in 
2016 for her most recent 
book, “Another Brooklyn.” 
She is also a two-time win-
ner of the Coretta Scott 
King award, which honors 
African-American authors 
who write about the black 
experience for a youth audi-
ence, and is a four-time win-
ner of the Newbery Honor, 

one of the most prestigious 
awards for children’s litera-
ture.  

Woodson’s devotion to 
exploring the experiences 
of kids through her writing 
contributed to her appoint-
ment, and will help her 
communicate the power of 
literature to young minds, 
according to the Librarian 
of Congress.

“I have admired Jacque-
line Woodson’s work for 
years, especially her dedica-
tion to children and young-
adult literature,” said Carla 
Hayden. “The Library of 
Congress looks forward to 
Jacqueline’s tenure of en-
couraging young readers to 
embrace reading as a means 
to improve the world.”

In her role as literary 
ambassador, Woodson will 
travel to schools and librar-
ies — as well as less-ex-

pected venues, such as  pris-
ons and juvenile-detention 
centers — to converse with 
young bookworms from all 
backgrounds about how 
books have changed them 
in an effort to forge connec-
tions between readers, she 
said.

“I would love to go to 
prisons, I would love to go to 
juvenile-detention centers, 
group homes, any place 
where people have not had 
the same kinds of oppor-
tunities to gather and talk 
about literature and feel 
safe,” she said. 

She hosted her fi rst 
event on Jan. 11 on the 
distant isle of Manhattan, 
where  she talked to middle 
schoolers at a local book-
store . But Woodson will 
also make a special effort 
to visit rural parts of the 
country to promote the 

work of diverse writers, 
she said. And even though 
she’s assuming her post 
during a particularly di-
visive moment, Woodson 
said she does not plan to 
get too political, and will 
instead try to teach tiny 
readers to be change-mak-
ers by developing empathy 
through reading. 

“We teach social justice 
through literature. [Kids] 
learn about kindness, hope, 
fear, caring, and then as 
they get older they begin 
to understand those things 
on a deeper level,” she said. 
“Literature should be for 
people to lose themselves in 
an emotional journey, but 
when they come out of that 
journey they’re different, 
they’re changed.”

Woodson said her home 
borough is a welcome re-

LOCAL LUMINARY: Award-winning author and Park Sloper Jacqueline Woodson was named the sixth 
National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature by the Library of Congress. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

BOROUGH OF BOOKS
Brooklyn author named ambassador for youth literature

Continued on page 12
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BY ADAM LUCENTE
The city wants to block 
a way on the Rockaway 
Parkway.

Locals are livid about 
the Department of Trans-
portation’s plans to take 
away a lane of the Rock-
away Parkway in Canar-
sie as a way to reduce traf-
fi c accidents.

“I think it’s horrible,” 
said Canarsie resident 
Marc Want. “They’re out 
of their minds.”

Rockaway Parkway 
would go from two lanes 
each way down to one 
between Flatlands and 
Seaview avenues, to make 
room for turn lanes and 
pedestrian islands at in-
tersections, according 
to the plan presented at 
the Community Board 18 
meeting on Jan. 17.

The plan is part of 
Mayor DeBlasio’s Vision 
Zero initiative to elimi-

nate traffi c deaths by the 
year 2020, which identifi es 
that stretch of the park-
way a “Vision Zero Prior-
ity Corridor” due to the 
relatively high number of 
fatalities there.

Six people died and 
22 suffered severe inju-
ries in traffic accidents 
in that area between 2011 
and 2015, and a major-
ity of motorists speed be-
tween Avenues J and K on 
the parkway, according 
to city statistics. There 
are also several schools 
in the area, and a nursing 
home.

But Canarsie residents 
complained that the plan 
unfairly punishes drivers 
when the real problem is 
pedestrians.

“There are too many 
cars and not enough 
roads,” said Judy D. New-
ton at the CB18 meeting. 
“Instead of punishing mo-

torists, who have to go to 
work, and people going 
about their day, why not 
also punish the jaywalk-
ers?”

Locals also griped that 
the plan would make traf-
fi c even worse.

“Making that one lane 
will be disastrous. It’ll 
take forever,” said Jim Bu-
chanan, “If it’s one lane, 
I’d rather walk. I could 
make it quicker.”

A Department of Trans-
portation rep defended the 
one-lane proposal by call-
ing the current arrange-
ment a license to speed.

“Two lanes, there’s no 
reason not to speed,” he 
said. “One lane allows you 
to control speed.”

He also said that the 
planned left turn bays — 
separated from the other 
lanes by a concrete me-
dian — will better sepa-
rate cars at the busy inter-

sections.
“We think it’s better,” 

he said. “The left doesn’t 
interfere with the right.”

This is not the fi rst 
plan the department has 
unveiled for Rockaway 
Parkway.  The city sug-
gested adding pedestrian 

islands back in 2016, and 
Community Board 18 sup-
ported the idea .

Residents did say they 
recognize the need to ad-
dress the civilian deaths 
on the thoroughfare — 
but with something short 
of stripping away traffi c 

lanes. Want said he would 
support adding speeding 
cameras to the area in-
stead.

“I understand kids were 
killed. Idiots speed there,” 
he said. “They should put 
speeding cameras. It’d be 
a lot cheaper.”

Rockaway takeaway

LANE CHANGE: The current lane confi guration, at the top, would be revamped at intersections to 
include turn lanes and pedestrian islands, at bottom.  Department of Transportation

City plans to pull lanes from parkway
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
This queen got kids in the 
learning spirit! 

A local drag queen took 
to the altar of a Green-
point church on Jan. 21 to 
read stories to a crowd of 
youngsters, defying gen-
der and religious norms to 
remind the kids that they 
can be anything they want 
when they grow up.

“I think our cur-
rent state of politics has 
sparked a huge interest in 
raising a generation that 
is not prejudiced,” said 
Rev. Yolanda, who identi-
fies as transgender and 
lives in Bay Ridge. “Be-
cause of the fundamen-
talist attitude around the 
country and world, peo-
ple are saying ‘No, we em-
brace diversity.’ ”

Rev. Yolanda, who leads 
a  non-traditional inter-
faith congregation  in the 
outer borough of Manhat-

tan, expanded the young 
minds in attendance by 
reading from stereotype-

breaking books that in-
cluded “It’s Okay to Be 
Different” and “The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar.”  

The storytelling ses-
sion at the Lutheran Park 
Church Co-op on Russell 
Street between Nassau 
and Driggs avenues was 
part of a national initia-
tive uniting queens and 
kids called Drag Queen 
Story Hour, which swept 
the borough as early as 
2016 when  another per-
former read to kids at a 
Fort Greene bookstore .

Tots have long been 
taught the fundamental 
benefi ts of reading, but 
learning from a drag queen 
helps them master the skill 
as well as the art of kind-
ness, Rev. Yolanda said.

“Anybody can read 
books to children, but 
with drag queens doing it, 
the kids will grow up with 
a different kind of mindset 

when it comes to demoniz-
ing people,” she said.  

And the session didn’t 
just inspire the tykes in 
attendance — parents who 
watched the mistress of 
ceremonies engage their 
youngsters learned some-
thing from her, too, she 
said.

“It’s usually the parents 
that have questions,” said 
Rev. Yolanda. “The kids 
are usually just laughing 
and having fun.”

The event gave one 
Greenpoint tot an oppor-
tunity to come face-to-face 
with a queer role model 
who doesn’t conform to 
traditional gender con-
structs — an important 
introduction in a world 
that seems to grow more 
prejudiced by the day, ac-
cording to her mom, who 
did not want to give her 
last name. 

“I want her to start 

learning early that gen-
der is fluid and there are 
all kinds of different, 
wonderful people in the 
world,” Devon said about 
her 5-year-old daughter, 
Robin. 

“And to grow up with 
very positive, queer-
friendly feelings, knowing 
that she can wear what-
ever she wants, and be 
whoever she wants, when 
she grows up.”

A reading rainbow!

BROAD READING: Robin McConaghy, 5, shared a magic moment 
with Rev. Yolanda with a wand the youngster made following the 
story hour. Photo by Taylor Balkom

Youngsters fi ll Greenpoint church for Drag Queen Story Hour

QUEEN READER: Drag queen 
Rev. Yolanda read to young-
sters at Greenpoint’s Park 
Church Co-op on Sunday.  
 Photo by Taylor Balkom
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poser William Finn, fol-
lows a musical theater 
writer named “Gordon 
Schwinn” who suffers a 
brain injury due to arterio-
venous malformation. The 
musical’s full-blown song 
and dance routines spring 
straight from the charac-
ter’s unconscious mind, 
said Gelles.

“His hallucinations turn 
into song and dance num-
bers, because in my mind, 
if you spend all your time 
writing musicals, your sub-
conscious lets loose in that 
style,” she said.

Between tap routines, 
nurses and doctors attend 
to Gordon’s hospital busi-
ness. In her production, 
Gelles wanted to empha-
size that Gordon’s crisis is 
not happening privately in 
his home, but that all his 
family struggles, relation-
ships, sadness, joy, and 
fear unfold before an audi-
ence of doctors, nurses, and 
orderlies — an ordeal that 
many audience members 
can relate to.

“It’s incredibly pub-

lic, but also isolated,” said 
Gelles. “I’ve emphasized 
the drama and trauma of 
hospitalization and the 
health care process. Right 
now, health care is at the 
forefront of everyone’s 
mind, wondering what 
would happen if we’re in 
danger, uninsured, or in a 
crisis.”

Finn wrote the play af-
ter his own experience 
with arteriovenous mal-
formation in 1992, teaming 
up with book writer James 
Lapine, who also collab-
orated with Finn on his 

1981 musical “Falsettos.” 
It debuted Off-Broadway in 
1998, and had a re-staging 
in 2015 as part of the En-
cores! concert series. Gal-
lery Players fi nally got the 
rights to the play this year, 
and turned over the reins 
to Gelles, who has a pas-
sion for tackling shows that 
are a bit off the beaten path 
— either under-appreciated 
works by great composers, 
or better-known pieces to 
which she can apply a dif-
ferent take, she said.

“I love re-envisioning 
revivals and fi nding a new 

way to pay tribute to writ-
ers, drilling down to the 
core of what the show is at 
heart and fi nding a way to 
explode it onto the stage,” 
said Gelles. “Not to be dis-
ingenuous to the original 
piece, but to fi nd the ulti-
mate truth and recreate it.”

“A New Brain” at Gal-
lery Players (199 14th St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101, www.galleryplay-
ers.com). Jan. 27 –Feb. 18; 
Thu–Sat at 8 pm; Sun at 
3 pm. $25 ($20 seniors and 
students).

BRAIN
Continued from page 1

spite from her travels. 
She enjoys walking and 
running in Prospect Park 
on writing breaks, and 
 even set one of her two 
books due out in August, 
“The Dream of America” 
— a novel about a diverse 
group of friends working 
through personal strug-
gles together — in Crown 
Heights.  

“I just love Brooklyn, 
it’s my home, I grew up 
in Bushwick,” she said. 
“Brooklyn feels like part 
of my skin, and I thought 
Crown Heights was an 

interesting place to set a 
book because of how it’s 
changing so rapidly, for 
the good and the bad.” 

And by the end of her 
two-year term, Wood-
son hopes she will have 
persuaded enough kids 
— and adults — to pick 
up more books and feel 
more confi dent in their 
own abilities to make the 
world a better place.

“I do think that by the 
end of two years, my hope 
is that a lot more people 
have much deeper under-
standing of the power of 
literature in our lives,” 
she said. “But in order for 
times to change, we also 
have to do the work.”

AUTHOR
Continued from page 6

ORDERLY DANCING: “A New Brain,” opening at Gallery Players on Jan. 27, features a dancing, singing 
cast of doctors and nurses. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

BOOK BLING: Author and Park Sloper Jacqueline Woodson’s 
medal from the Library of Congress.  Photo by Jason Speakman

treatment plant,” said 
Marnee Elias-Pavia. 
“It’s unfair that it’s not 
being addressed in a 
timely manner. It’s un-
fair that they have to 
live with those odors, 
and it’s unfair to the 
businesses.”

City records show lo-
cals have dialed in 21 
complaints to 311 about 
the sewage odor and 
backups just since last 
March, and that a local 
first complained about 
the stink back in Janu-
ary 2015. A Staten Is-
lander who works in 
the area and frequents 
a café on the block, Café 
Venecia, said that he has 
smelled the poopy fumes 
almost every day he’s 
been there for the past 
two years — and that the 
stench sometimes even 
drifts into the café. 

“It’s really bad — you 
think you’re in the bath-
room,” said Alun Thaqi. 
“It’s gross, you’re eat-

ing in there and the 
door opens and people 
come in and you get the 
smell.”

Thaqi and other lo-
cals pointed to a sewer 
drain on the corner of 
Bath Avenue and Bay 
16th Street as the source 
of the stench. 

Councilman Justin 
Brannan (D–Bath Beach) 
and locals alerted the 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection to the 
smell, which the agency 
said it’s trying to fix. 

“Councilman Bran-
nan and his constituents 
brought this issue to our 
attention and we thank 
them for their patience 
and understanding as 
we work towards a solu-
tion,” a spokesman said.

The agency did not re-
spond to inquiries about 
when it most recently 
visited the site or what 
its explanation was for 
the smell.

Elias-Pavia said 
she thought the odor 
could be due to a sew-
age backup, but another 
local dismissed that 

idea, citing the distinc-
tive odor, and suggested 
it could be much more 
dangerous than just 
wayward poop.

“A lot of people say 
it smells like gas,” said 
Joe, who lives on Bay 
16th Street and declined 
to give his last name. 
“I would compare it to 
a sulfur smell. But the 
city should investigate, 
for sure.”

The Fire Department, 
which deals with gas 
leaks, also did not re-
turn a request for com-
ment by press time.

A resident who has 
lived just across the 
street from the suspect 
sewer drain since 2001 
said the rancid stink of-
ten wafts into her home, 
but that even if it doesn’t, 
she smells it every day, 
and she demanded the 
city put a stop to it.

“It’s terrible. I don’t 
walk over here because 
I think that’s where 
it’s coming from,” said 
Kerry Noonan. “When 
it’s at its worst — it’s 
just overpowering. Do 

there’s usually strong 
opposition,” said Jer-
emy Laufer. “We didn’t 
see what we had antici-
pated in terms of opposi-
tion.” 

To make room for cy-
clists, the Department of 
Transportation will nar-
row the parking lanes on 
both sides of the avenue to 
eight feet, allowing for a 
two-and-a-half-foot-wide 
buffer and five-foot-wide 
bike lanes. The avenue 
will retain its two travel 
lanes in both directions, 
but will receive new load-
ing zones and lose four 
parking spots per block 
to make room for pedes-
trian islands.

 The proposal has been 
in the works for years  and 
builds on safety improve-
ments that the transpor-
tation department made 
to the thoroughfare in 
2012. 

Cycling advocates 
have long  called for pro-
tected bike lanes on 

Fourth Avenue , arguing 
that it’s the most conve-
nient route to Downtown, 
but that it is unsafe for 
bike riders. The Depart-
ment of Transportation 
previously told the activ-
ists that the avenue was 
too narrow for protected 
bike lanes, but  finally 
agreed to add them to its 
proposal last year. 

And last month, the 
transportation depart-
ment  sped up its plan 
to paint on the lanes  by 
about a year or so at the 
request of locals and 
Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Park Slope), who in-
sisted that the original 
2021 end date for the bike 
lanes’ Eighth Street-to-
Atlantic-Avenue stretch 
be accelerated because it 
would be dangerous for 
cyclists to pedal along a 
partially complete path. 

The agency will now 
finish painting the lanes 
in 2019, and workers 
will begin construction 
on other Fourth Avenue 
capital improvements 
— including install-
ing the pedestrian is-

lands, protective plant-
ers, and other sidewalk 
amenities — between 
65th and Eighth streets 
this spring as opposed to 
next fall, according to a 
transit agency rep. The 
same capital-improve-
ment projects will begin 
between Eighth Street 
and Atlantic Avenue in 
2021.

The bike lanes’ addi-
tion to the Fourth Ave-
nue makeover previously 
sparked controversy 
among locals, with  some 
calling them “rolling 
gentrification .” 

And  other residents 
recently railed against a 
similar board-approved 
city plan to add bike lanes 
and remove parking 
spots on several streets 
between Seventh Ave-
nue and the waterfront , 
which locals complained 
could make the roads im-
passable for emergency 
vehicles.

Construction of those 
bike lanes will begin 
next spring, according to 
the Department of Trans-
portation.

Continued from page 1 

BIKE LANESSTINK
Continued from page 1 
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Saturday Night
Valentine’s Celebration at

Dinner and Live Shows 
4 Course Premium Dinner, Dessert, Coffee and OPEN BAR 

$79.50 per person
Includes Tax and Gratuity

7pm- Midnight

For details and reservations call
718-331-2900

LIVE SHOW 

DELPHONICS
Performing their hit songs

“Didn’t I Blow Your Mind,” “LA LA Means I Love 
You” and more of your favorites

   LIVE SHOW 

DJ Eddie spinning hits from the 70’s & 80’s

*Valet service 

for your 

convenience

You’re everything
You make me feel brand new

February 10th  

THE STYLISTICS

Prestige events in association with Jkar productions presents

Performing their hit songs
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 

to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 
Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-
ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-
form a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these opera-
tions are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 
country are racing to acquire and get 
trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands 
of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains how 

the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 
ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 
result of space travel: Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon 
here’s what they found: During the anti-
gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral 
discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken 
off your spine and discs. Even better — 
and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually 
sucks the herniated material back into the 

disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally 
have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, 
sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 
(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-
ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 
failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this 
new FDA approved solution to back pain 
or to set up an appointment for a free con-
sultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-
6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine Center, 
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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