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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
She’s getting right to the 
point.

A Crown Heights play-
wright will launch her new 
coming-of-age story about 
swashbuckling teenage girls 
at a Clinton Hill theater next 
week. “Athena,” opening at 
Jack on Feb. 15, follows two 

rival fencers as they forge a 
friendship while competing 
for an Olympic slot. Play-
wright Gracie Gardner was 
inspired by her childhood 
experience with the sport 
and its isolating nature, she 
said. 

“I was a fencer in high 
school, and it’s a pretty dis-

tinctive sport because it’s 
just you and no team — it’s 
just you up against other 
people,” said Gardner. 

Those other people are 
your competition, but they 
also help you become a bet-
ter fencer. And repeatedly 
drawing steel on the same 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Old habits drive hard.

Drivers are regularly taking 
illegal shortcuts through Pros-
pect Park despite the mayor’s 
permanent ban on vehicles in-
side Brooklyn’s Backyard, bikers 
claim.

“I’m in the park everyday, and 
it’s rare that I don’t ride through 
and see at least one or two civil-
ian vehicles,” said Prospect-Lef-
ferts Gardens resident Stanley 
Greenberg, who with other locals 
and offi cials is part of the Pros-
pect Park Community Commit-
tee, which engages with meadow 
caretakers on behalf of resi-
dents.

The wayward motorists are 
taking advantage of temporary 
barriers on roads into the park 
that don’t fully cover their en-
trances, maneuvering around 
the blockades — the same as 
those used to corral crowds 
along parade routes — by driv-
ing onto curbs and into the 
green space, according to an-
other cyclist.

“They have what are called 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Illegal sewage hookups 
must still be pumping poop 
into Coney Island Creek 
even a year and a half after 
 the state caught a nearby 
apartment complex dump-
ing up to 200,000 gallons of 
raw sewage into the creek 
every day , according to lo-

cal environmental advo-
cates who test the waters 
for bacteria.

“I’m sure there are 
more illegal hookups,” said 
Rob Buchanan of the Water 
Trail Association.

The  state Department 
of Environmental Conser-

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 12Continued on page 12

Lecture takes on poop shame 
BY JULIANNE CUBA

He’s No. 1 when it comes to No. 2! 
A Flatbush expert on excre-

ment will drop some knowledge 
about how to fi x our crappy waste-
fi lled world during his one-man 
talk “How the Potty Trained Us,” 
at Long Island University on Feb. 
20. People are reluctant to discuss 
their pooping habits, but it is im-
possible to improve our waste 
systems without fi rst getting to 
the root of the problem, said the 
taboo-breaking talker.

“What it means to be a person 
who has a body — it does lots of 
beautiful things and things that 
aren’t really beautiful — and our 
society only focuses on the beau-
tiful,” said Shawn Shafner. “Be-
cause s--- is ugly and smelly, but 
it’s real, and the denial of that s--- 
means we don’t build cities with 

access to public toilets.”
Shafner is fl ush with knowl-

edge about human waste, but his 
childhood was fi lled with taboos 
about discussing the loo, and he 
would hold in his poo as a way 
to assert control over his life, he 
said. 

“I was a shameful s------, I was 
one of those kids that didn’t want 
to poop outside of the house,” said 
Shafner. “It became this way I 
had control over what else was 
happening.”

People’s individual inability to 
discuss fecal matters is directly 
related to society’s failure to pro-
vide enough toilets for women, 
for those outside the gender bi-
nary, or to provide public toilets 
at all, he said. 

“It’s called fecal denial — it 
Continued on page 14

TAKE A SQUAT!: Bathroom expert Shawn Shafner preps for his talk, “How the 
Potty Trained Us” at the Kumble Theater on Feb. 20. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

LOOK SHARP: Julia Greer 
and Abby Awe play teenage 
fencers in the new play “Ath-
ena.” Mike Edmond

POTTY 
MOUTH

ROGUE 
DRIVERS

Cutting-edge fencing playConey creek reek
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Cyclists: Cars still 
zoom in P’Park
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AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
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ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It was a reel blowout!

Loyal patrons of a beloved Red 
Hook dive bar took their last swigs at 
the liquor-slinging pub on Jan. 27 dur-
ing a rowdy fi nal farewell party that 
bested any other night in the nearly 
15-year-old spot’s existence, according 
to its now-former owner.

“I can die alone, because I’ve had 
my wake for seven f----- days. I know 
it’s not me, it’s my bar, but same differ-
ence,” said Barry O’Meara, the propri-
etor of Bait and Tackle. “It had come 
to an end, but you can’t be sad about 
something so beautiful.”

O’Meara opened the Van Brunt 
Street watering hole in 2003, and  kept 
it afl oat  after superstorm Sandy rav-
aged the waterfront community in 
2012. But the skyrocketing cost of do-
ing business in the changing neigh-
borhood became too much to afford, so 
he decided to close up shop and serve 
his fi nal round at an all-day rager, the 
owner said.

“It was such a fun day,” he said. 
“All family coming together, having 
drinks. It was a great time.”

O’Meara plans to travel South 
America on what he called the trip of 
a lifetime now that he shuttered the 
dive, he said.

And the former booze peddler is not 
yet sure whether he’ll man another 
bar, but said he’ll defi nitely be drop-
ping anchor again in Red Hook follow-
ing his travels.

“To have this opportunity at 
my age — I’m just taking it. I don’t 
have any kids or wives that I know 
about,” O’Meara said. “But this 

will always be home.”
The farewell bash was more bit-

tersweet for those locals who made 
the watering hole their home over the 
years, according to one patron, who 
said its end reminded her of the near 
death of another neighborhood insti-
tution, Sunny’s, which locals and this 
newspaper  helped save  last year.

“It’s going to be eerie, the neighbor-
hood is so small,” said Danie Hutch, a 
manager of the more-than-century-old 
Conover Street bar. “It’s a weird thing 
that one lived, and one died.”

And Bait and Tackle isn’t the only 
clubby bar to leave Van Brunt Street 
this year.

Hope and Anchor, just a few blocks 
away, will shutter later this month 
after 15 years of serving the nabe, its 
owners announced  on social media  in 
January.

LAST CALL: Bait and Tackle owner Barry O’Meara hosted the beloved Red Hook bar’s last 
party on Jan. 27. Photo by Jason Speakman 

ONE LAST RUN: Danie Hutch, who manages 
neighboring bar Sunny’s, dressed for the oc-
casion.  Photo by Jason Speakman 

Dive signs off 
in Red Hook

Van Brunt Street bar closed with bang
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BY COLIN MIXSON
He’s uprooting tradition.

A Park Slope green thumb with 
four decades in the fl oral business 
closed his Fifth Avenue fl ower 
shop on Jan. 31, vacating a space 
that locals fl ocked to for fresh cuts 
for more than a century.

“[The original owner] had it 
from 1917,” said Ted Giannopo-
ulos, the now-former owner of 
Blooms on Fifth. “It was time to 
shut down, unfortunately.”

The 64-year-old, Bay Ridge-
raised immigrant from Greece 
opened the shop between Eighth 
and Ninth streets in 2000, tak-
ing over the space once occupied 
by Daniel’s Florist, which shop-
keeper Ernest Daniels operated 
for decades.

Giannopoulos, who hails from 
a family of gardeners that at one 
time owned fi ve shops throughout 
the borough, said he labored tire-
lessly to make his business a suc-
cess, working holidays and week-
ends and gaining a reputation for 
falling asleep at the dinner table.

“Work doesn’t scare me,” the 
fl orist said. 

“I scare the hell out of work.”
The store, nearly empty when 

this reporter visited last week, 
once overfl owed with greenery, 
attracting customers including 
Mayor DeBlasio, whose wheelings 
and dealings as a former Park 
Slope councilman often required a 
fl oral touch, Giannopoulos said.

The charming boutique also 
drew the attention of big- and 
small-screen producers, who shot 
scenes from the 2017 fi lm “Unfor-
gettable” and commercials for 
HSBC Bank inside it, the fl orist 
said.

Giannopoulos, who’s been in 
the fl oral business since 1974, said 
that arranging bouquets became 
as elemental as breathing over the 
years.

The longtime fl orist said he 
found true joy in creating cus-
tom arrangements, such as a rec-
reation of the New York Jets logo 
with deftly placed buds.

But his budding business pro-
viding plants for weddings, fu-
nerals, and other events took a hit 
with the rise of nearby supermar-
kets with their own fl oral depart-

ments, not the least of which be-
ing Third Avenue’s Whole Foods 
in Gowanus, which caters to the 
same types of functions in addition 
to selling fresh stems, he said.

And fl oral wire services in-
cluding Bloomnet and Telefl ora 
— which fulfi ll customers’ orders 
via local shops — stopped giving 
Blooms on Fifth the large arrange-
ments that made the companies’ 
subscription prices worthwhile, 
instead only funneling cheaper 
ones that, after deducting the cost 
of delivery and other fees, netted 
little-to-no profi t, Giannopoulos 
said.

“I said, ‘Give me the big fi sh and 
I’ll give you the little ones free,’ ” 
he said. “But they stopped giving 
me the big ones, so I had to cut it 
down.”

The fl orist now faces a novel 
concept — free time — with the 
closing of his shop, and said he 
looks forward to getting his hands 
dirty with something other than 
blooms.

“My hobby was fl owers,” Gian-
nopoulos said. “I guess I’ll have to 
fi nd a new one.”

PERENNIAL WILT: Ted Giannopoulos last week closed his fl ower shop, Blooms on Fifth, which occupied a Fifth Avenue store-
front that hosted a plant peddler for more than 100 years. Community News Group / Colin Mixson

HISTORY IN SOIL
Florist vacates century-old fl ower-shop storefront

NY Islanders’ 
long goodbye

BY COLIN MIXSON
This island hopping is on the 
taxpayers’ dime.

New Yorkers will shell out 
millions so the New York Is-
landers can spend less time 
playing in Brooklyn over the 
next three years before the 
team abandons the borough 
altogether, Gov. Cuomo an-
nounced on Jan. 29.

The state is coughing up $6 
million to bring the squad’s for-
mer home, Long Island’s Nas-
sau Coliseum, up to National 
Hockey League codes by in-
stalling high-tech ice-making 
equipment and broadcasting 
infrastructure, which will al-
low the athletes to spend nearly 
half of their next three seasons 
competing at their old haunt 
ahead of the squad’s  perma-
nent move from the Barclays 
Center. 

But the Islanders never 
really fi t in at the Prospect 
Heights arena after taking its 
ice in 2015, because venue hon-
chos tended to favor its home 
basketball team, the Brooklyn 
Nets, according to a Greenpoint 
fan.

“The Islanders felt like the 
red-headed step child of Brook-
lyn sports,” said Robert Met-
zler. “It never felt like Barclays 
wanted them to be there.”

Developers designed the sta-
dium with basketball and live 
performances in mind, skimp-
ing on concession stands in 
certain balcony seats above 
the rink, some of which lacked 
a clear view of one of the goals, 
Metzler said.

“Barclays was never built 
for hockey,” he said. “It’s very 
desolate in terms of vendors in 
the upper tiers, and wherever 
you’re sitting you feel a little 
askew.”

But more telling of the Island-
ers’s rocky relationship with 
Barclays Center is the squad’s 
home-game attendance, which 
this season is the lowest of any 
franchise in the league. As of 
press time on Wednesday, the 
team drew an average of 11,984 
fans per game, according to 
ESPN  statistics  — roughly 4,000 
under the arena’s capacity.

Cuomo announced in De-
cember that the Islanders won 
a bid to build a new home at the 
state-owned Belmont Park, and 
team honchos plan to invest a 
cool $1 billion into constructing 
an 18,000-seat arena there. But 
it isn’t expected to open until 
sometime during the league’s 
2021–22 season.

Another local hockey fan 
said he’s sorry to see the Island-
ers go because of the Barclays 
Center’s inexpensive tickets 
and central location.

“The games at Barclays 
are cheap, and now I feel like 
I didn’t take advantage of see-
ing the team there,” said Bush-
wick resident John Bowers, 
who is “not heartbroken” that 
the team is leaving Brooklyn, 
but will miss it in a “vaguely re-
gretful way.”

And Meltzer called the 
squad’s move a blow to the bor-
ough and its hockey fans alike, 
because its arrival presented a 
great opportunity to grow the 
sport in Brooklyn, he said.

“It was a genius idea. It had 
the potential to spread the fan 
base,” Meltzer said. “I would 
have loved for it to have worked. 
A lot of people would have.”

Team to cut Bklyn games

NOT SO BRIGHT: Gov. Cuomo an-
nounced on Jan. 29 the state will 
spend $6 million to upgrade Long Is-
land’s Nassau Coliseum so the New 
York Islanders can play nearly half 
of its next three seasons’ games 
there, before the team permanently 
vacates the borough when its new 
Belmont Park arena is fi nished.  
 File photo by Paul Martinka
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Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on all 
types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & other 
benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism

BY COLIN MIXSON
The city sent these dogged 
entrepreneurs to the 
pound.

Local transit offi cials 
forced a Brooklyn-born 
tech startup that provides 
canines with  curbside ken-
nels  to remove its rental 
doghouses from sidewalks 
across the borough — after 
the mayor’s offi ce invited 
the company’s founders 
to represent the city at an 
international tech confer-
ence last year.

“It’s a classic situation 
of the right hand not talk-
ing to the left hand,” said 
Dog Parker co-founder 
Chelsea Brownridge.

The entrepreneur and 
her business partner 
founded Dog Parker in 
2014, and its pay-as-you-go 
pup palaces — which rent 
by the minute and hour — 
started popping up outside 
Kings County storefronts 

the next year. The company 
grew to operate more than 
40 canine retreats for more 
than 1,000 active users 
throughout the borough at 
its peak, Brownridge said.

Shop owners paid the 
startup to park its dog-
houses on sidewalks out-
side their stores, which 
allowed customers to se-
curely stow Fido while they 
did their business inside 
the establishments.

But unlike coin-oper-
ated novelty rides and cer-
tain freestanding signs, 
city code doesn’t specifi -
cally permit doghouses on 
public sidewalks, leading 
Department of Transpor-
tation offi cials to fi re off a 
letter last November that 
threatened to round up the 
company’s kennels, accord-
ing to an agency rep.

“Everything permit-
ted on sidewalks is there 
through a legal pathway,” 

the spokesman said. “One 
does not exist in this case.”

Brownridge claimed she 
and her co-founder sought 
clarity on how to tailor 
their product and business 
model to city regulations 
when they were just getting 
Dog Parker off the ground, 
and fi rst contacted various 
agencies — including the 
transportation department 
— for more information 
back in 2014.

Someone at the agency 
in response referred 
Brownridge to a section of 
the city’s administrative 
code known colloquially 
as the “three-foot rule,” 
which prohibits a property 
owner from placing an ob-
ject on the sidewalk more 
than three feet from his 
or her building, according 
to Dog Parker co-founder 
Todd Schecter.

But that’s where the 
help ended, according to 

Schecter, who said agency 
workers refused the en-
trepreneurs’ requests to 
further interpret the law 
and discuss their business 
prior to setting it up.

“We had to make our 
best read of the law, and 
that’s what we did,” he said. 
“We didn’t have any clarity 
from the city.”

The transportation de-
partment instead waited to 
crack the whip until after 
the company rolled out its 
doghouses, fi nally doing so 
while its founders were at-
tending the 2017 Smart City 
Expo World Congress in 
Spain at the request of the 
Mayor’s Offi ce of Technol-
ogy and Innovation, accord-
ing to Brownridge, who 
said she initially deemed 
the agency’s threatening 
missive a simple mistake.

“We thought the fi rst let-
ter was a misunderstand-
ing,” she said. “There was 

no citation of what the vio-
lation was.”

A subsequent meeting 
with the mayor’s offi ce led 
Brownridge to believe the 
city would work with the 
company, but transit hon-
chos kept threatening to 
remove its doggy digs, forc-
ing the entrepreneurs to 
pull nearly all of them from 

local streets on Feb. 1, she 
said.

“They were threaten-
ing to impound them so we 
took them off the streets 
ourselves,” Brownridge 
said.

The remaining kennels 
sit safely outside of Brook-
lyn Public Library’s central 

NO PARKING: The heads of Dog Parker pulled nearly all of its curb-
side kennels after Department of Transportation offi cials threat-
ened to crack down on the business. Dog Parker

NEW DOG FIGHT!
Startup pulls its curbside kennels after city cracks down

Continued on page 8
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THE GREAT AVIATOR 

GIVEAWAY
WIN $2,500 TO SPEND 

AT AVIATOR SPORTS 

AND EVENTS CENTER

NEW YORK’S LARGEST SPORTS AND EVENTS VENUE IS RIGHT IN YOUR BACKYARD!

Enter to win and spend your $2,500 on anything you’d like.  

There’s something for everyone at Aviator!

Go to BrooklynDaily.com/Aviator to enter today

 Aviator Sports Camps

Public Ice Skating

Gymnastics

Hockey

Figure Skating

Soccer

Birthday parties

Volleyball

Lacrosse

Rock Climbing

Basketball

Summer Camp

After School Programs

Flag Football

Soccer

Acting and Improv

STEM programs

Turf and fi eld rentals

Contest sponsored by Aviator and CNG 

3159 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11234 | (718) 758-7500 | AviatorSports.com
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The Sisters of Mercy lived 
up to its name — and bowed 
to loud public backlash — 
by backing down on the 
early eviction of the Nar-
rows Senior Center from 
the Angel Guardian home.

The nuns who  sold the 
sprawling former orphan-
age  in Dyker Heights gave 
up their plan to  evict the 
seniors months before the 
end of their lease  after the 
oldsters rallied with local 
pols on Feb. 2 to protest 
their imminent ousting. 
The Sisters will now allow 
the senior center to stay in 
the building until June 4 — 
when its lease ends — and 
the organizer of the rally 
said she felt vindicated 
that the nuns wouldn’t be 
kicking them to the curb 
in the freezing February 
temperatures.

“At least we got until 
June,” said senior Pauline 
Castagna. “The goal that 
I was hoping for with the 
rally was to have the se-
niors be able to stay until 
the summer.”   

A group of the center’s 
seniors gathered outside 
the 63rd Street entrance of 
the city-block-sized campus 
bound by 12th and 13th av-
enues on  the day they were 
originally supposed to 
leave  to protest the Sisters’ 
secret sale of the 119-year-
old building, which is  forc-
ing the center’s move to a 
Borough Park basement a 
mile away  that many of the 
seniors consider inferior.

The seniors carried 
signs condemning the Sis-
ters, such as “Sisters have 
no mercy for our elderly,” 
“money talks — seniors 
are out,” and “these ma-

jestic buildings must be 
saved.” One stalwart of 
the center said the nuns’ 
sale of the property to  a 
mystery developer who 
does not plan to keep the 
center or include afford-
able senior housing in the 
space  shows the Sisters 
are greedy. 

“The Sisters want to 
take over this place and 
throw us out,” said Jean 
Detorre. “Money is all 
they’re interested in. They 
don’t care about the senior 
citizens.” 

Another elder who has 
been attending the center 
since it opened in 2003 said 
the nuns were making a 
moral mistake by kicking 
out the oldsters.

“It’s not the right thing 
to do,” said Paul Pandolfo. 
“This is a second home for 
us.” 

Local pols — including 
councilmen Justin Bran-
nan (D–Bay Ridge) and 

Carlos Menchaca (D–Sun-
set Park), state Sen. Marty 
Golden (R–Bay Ridge), 
and Assemblyman Peter 
Abbate (D–Bensonhurst) 
— joined the seniors in 
condemning the Sisters. 
Abbate said the seniors 
should not have to vacate 
their space, and that the 
nuns weren’t living up to 
the Sisters of Mercy’s val-
ues. 

“The seniors deserve 
this,” Abbate said. “Those 
nuns who are there today 
are a disgrace to this or-
der.”

Golden concurred, vow-
ing to stand by the seniors 
as they fought to stay.

“It isn’t right for our 
Narrows seniors, and 
we’re not going to take it,” 
Golden said. 

Menchaca, the council-
man who represents the 
district, said he and neigh-
boring  Brannan — who has 
come out swinging against 

the Sisters  — would work 
together to save the center. 

“We want to save this 
senior center,” Menchaca 
said. “They need to listen 
to us.” 

 Brannan fi rst publicly 
castigated the Sisters last 
month in his inaugural 
appearance on Brooklyn 
Paper Radio , saying that 
the nuns were “giving our 
neighborhood the fi nger as 
they leave.” 

At last Friday’s protest, 
he led the seniors in chants 
of “Save Our Center” and 
“Hell No, We Won’t Go,” 
and later said in a state-
ment that the Sisters were 
further insulting locals by 
keeping terms of the sale 
secret.

“We don’t even know 
who is buying the prop-
erty or what they plan to 
do with it,” Brannan said. 
“[The Sisters of Mercy] are 
spitting in the face of this 
community.”

After the Sisters sold 
the property at the end of 
last year to an unknown 
developer who plans to 
include “some afford-
able housing and pub-
lic space,”  the nuns told 
the Catholic Charities 
Diocese of Brooklyn and 
Queens — which operates 
the senior center — that 
it had to vacate the prop-
erty in 60 days, by Feb. 2 . 
But within two weeks of 
this paper publishing the 
news,  the nuns offered the 
seniors a one-month grace 
period , allowing them to 
stay through March 4. 

Then, immediately fol-
lowing the Feb. 2 rally, 
Catholic Charities issued 
a statement that the nuns 

GRACE PERIOD

NO MERCY: The seniors of the Narrows Center condemned the 
Sisters of Mercy for evicting them from the Narrows Center after 
selling the Angel Guardian property to a mystery developer. 
 Community News Group / Julianne McShane

Nuns cancel seniors’ early eviction after protest

AN ORPHAN’S HOME: New York Post photographer Greg Man-
go, who was adopted from the Angel Guardian home in 1966, is 
one of the many former orphans who was crushed to hear that 
the more than century old building will likely be demolished.  
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They don’t want to say 
goodbye to all that.
Former orphans adopted 
from the Angel Guardian 
campus lamented the pos-
sibility that the historic 
structure they once called 
home  will be bulldozed by 
the mystery developer 
who recently bought the 
sprawling property .
One former orphan said 
the 12th Avenue campus 
— which the Sisters of 
Mercy built in 1899 and 
takes up an entire city 
block — should be pre-
served, and that its de-
struction would prove 
devastating.

“It just has a feeling of 
another time and another 
place,” said  Greg Mango, 
a professional photogra-
pher who was adopted 
from the Angel Guardian 
home as a 10-month-old 
in January 1966 . “It’d be 
heartbreaking [if it was 
torn down]. I’d be pretty 
upset.”

The home housed thou-
sands of orphaned chil-
dren from the time the 
Sisters had it built until 
1973, and then housed the 
Sisters’ foster program, 
MercyFirst, according to 
the program’s CEO, Jerry 
McCaffery, who added 
that the Sisters also took 
care of some babies in 
the building during the 
crack cocaine and AIDS 
epidemic of the 1980s. The 
nuns also took young, 
homeless, and unmar-
ried mothers into the An-
gel Guardian home until 
1959, McCaffery said. 

After the orphanage 
closed down, the grounds 
housed a medical clinic 
for the foster program’s 
babies and a convent 
for the nuns, who left 
about three years ago, 
according to McCaffery. 
The soon-to-depart Nar-
rows Senior Center set up 
shop in part of the build-
ing in 2003.

Continued on page 10 Continued on page 10

Former orphans 
fear future of Angel 

Guardian home
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aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:

Marketing

 

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

branch, beyond the transporta-
tion department’s reach because 
they occupy the property’s lawn, 
not its sidewalk, according to the 
co-founder.

Local lawmakers including 
councilmen Steven Levin (D-
Williamsbu rg) and Rafael Espi-
nal (D–Bushwick) took up Dog 
Parker’s cause after its founders 
removed their puppy pads, prom-
ising to revise the regulations 
used to stifl e the small business.

“Instead of supporting this 
business, the city is using anti-
quated regulations to essentially 
put them out of NYC’s market,” Es-
pinal said. “I am … exploring leg-
islative solutions so that our laws 
do not limit the potential of inno-
vative companies like this one.”

And Schecter said Dog Parker 
isn’t waiting on the city to make 
its next move — the company is 
already in talks with mayors of 
other municipalities to bring its 
brand of canine condos around 
the world.

“We’re gearing up to go to doz-
ens of cities,” he said.

Reps from the Mayor’s Offi ce 
of Technology and Innovation did 
not respond to a request for com-
ment.

DOG
Continued from page4

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They’re  like, really smart ! 

A crop of Ridge eighth grad-
ers at Holy Angels Catholic 
Academy donned wigs, suits, 
and modern-day presidential at-
titudes for the school’s fi fth-an-
nual Presidents Day on Feb. 1, 
when the youngsters dressed up 
to portray the men who have pre-
sided over the nation from the 
Oval Offi ce. The event is the cul-
mination of fi ve months of study-
ing for the young scholars, dur-
ing which time they’re expected 
to become experts on their as-
signed presidents, according to 
the Social Studies teacher who 
coordinates the event. 

“They become really invested 
in the person that they’re por-
traying,” said Russell Berry.

Berry assigned each student 
a president and a book about 
him back in September, and on 
the Presidents Day, the kids pre-
sented slide shows about their 
president, answered questions 
from younger students, and 
signed autographs in charac-

ter. They also delivered actual 
speeches from their subjects to 
an auditorium full of their class-
mates — and one student even 
donned a comb-over wig to pres-
ent President Trump’s inaugu-
ral address, according to Berry.

Other students dressed up 
as former presidents Barack 

Obama, George Washington, 
Andrew Jackson, John Adams, 
Thomas Jefferson, James Mad-
ison, James Monroe, Teddy 
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, and John F. Kennedy, 
according to Berry. 

And seven lucky seventh 
graders donned sunglasses, 

fake ear pieces, and suits as 
“Secret Service agents” who 
trailed the presidents around 
the building. Two of them 
took the job to heart, tackling 
someone who tried to approach 
“Kennedy” and escorting him 
out of the building, Berry 
said. 

Ridge kids get presidential
Tykes take on current, past Oval Offi ce occupants

ADDRESSING THE CROWD: (Left) President Abraham Lincoln, played by eighth-grader Joshua Coohill, recited his fa-
mous Gettysburg Address during the Presidents Day event at Holy Angels Academy in Bay Ridge on Feb. 1. (Right) 
President James Monroe, played by eighth-grader Amada Vipul, entered the auditorium with Secret Service detail in 
tow. Photos by Taylor Balkom
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THE BOYS ARE BACK!
INCLUDING FIVE-SHOW WEEKENDS
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Check Out Our Daily Specials

www.giacomopizza.com

7902 3rd Ave, Bay Ridge | (718) 439-6993 | Open 7 Days

“Home of the Nutella Calzone”
WOOD FIRED PIZZA & TRATTORIA

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 
FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

We Are Now Accepting Reservations

Ala Carte Menu & Daily Specials

Try our All New 
Grandma Pizza & Square Pie

Family Meal 
Large Pie
10 Garlic Sticks 
Garden Salad
1 2-Liter Soda

$25.00

Family Dinner
Half tray Penne Vodka or 
Penne Pomodoro
10 Garlic Sticks 
Garden Salad

1 2-Liter Soda

$26.00

View Our Catering
Menu Online WE DELIVER

Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Parkway
Knapp St. Exit 9 or 9a Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across From The UA Movies & TGI Fridays)

718-934-6300

JORDAN’S
 LOBSTER DOCK

ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING

LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 LBS

$24+ Tax

TWIN LOBSTER 
DINNER 1 1/4 LBS

$44+ Tax

COCONUT 
SHRIMP PLATTER
$20+ Tax

GARLIC 
CRAB PLATTER
$24+ Tax

Valentine’s Day Specials

offered a verbal agree-
ment allowing the se-
niors to stay through 
May 15. And within two 
hours, Catholic Chari-
ties received verbal 
confi rmation from the 
Sisters that the seniors 
could stay through the 
lease’s original termi-
nation date of June 4, 
according to spokes-
woman Lucy Garrido-
Mota, who added that 
its legal team was fi nal-
izing paperwork. 

The Sisters of Mercy 
did not respond to a re-
quest for comment by 
press time.

Castagna, who orga-
nized the rally, vowed to 
continue the fi ght to stay 
in the building forever 
— though she admitted 
that  may prove diffi cult, 
since  the developer will 
likely bulldoze it .

“It’s gonna be a little 
diffi cult to stay forever 
if they sell the build-
ings. How can we stay?” 
she said. “But we’ll do 
our best.” 

Locals who called for 
the nuns to choose a de-
veloper who would create 
 affordable senior housing  
or a  school for kids of the 
overcrowded nabe  have 
been sounding the alarm 
ever since  our sister pub-
lication the Bay Ridge 
Courier last year broke 
the news of the secret sale  
— rumored to be worth up 
to $24 million — to a devel-
oper who a spokeswoman 
for the Sisters said in-
tends to include “some af-
fordable housing and open 
space.” 

But Mango said that he 
wished the nuns had sold 
the property to a developer 
who was sure to include 
the community in its plans 
for the future — and that 
they were more forthcom-
ing about the details of the 
sale.

“Even though it’s pri-
vate property and they 
have the right to do what-
ever they want with it, one 
would hope that the Sisters 
of Mercy have their think-
ing caps on and think, ‘How 

can we do this so we get a 
decent price for the prop-
erty and also benefi t the 
community in some way?’ ” 
Mango said. “And if they’re 
not doing that, that’s a 
problem. It’s unfortunate 
that it’s all being done in a 
secretive way. They’re sup-
posed to be in the business 
of helping underserved 
communities.”

Another former orphan 
agreed, adding that the Sis-
ters could have honored the 
building’s legacy by once 
again making it a space for 
youngsters or the elderly.

“I think it would’ve 
been very nice if the his-
tory had come into play in 
determining the future of 
the property,” said Joanne 
Silva, who said her parents, 
John and Mary Sullivan, 
adopted her from the home 
when she was 3-years-old, 
in 1954. “I think the idea of 
a school or of having an old-
age home would’ve been an 
excellent idea.” 

Silva said she even re-
members details of the his-
toric structure because she 
was adopted as a toddler, 
rather than as an infant.

“I remember the brick 
and I remember the 
wrought-iron gate,” she 
said.

Silva said she is for-
ever grateful to the Sisters 
for setting her up for an 
ideal childhood on Long 
Island, despite the current 
controversy surrounding 
the property. She eventu-
ally moved to Connecticut, 
where she raised her three 
children, and then to Penn-
sylvania, where she worked 
her way up to becoming ex-
ecutive editor of  a weekly 
newspaper, the Chester 
County Press . 

“I was very fortunate 
to be adopted,” Silva said. 
“I just loved my life. And I 
love the Sisters of Mercy, I 
have wonderful memories 
of them.” 

Mango shared similar 
sentiments. His parents, 
Gloria and Alfred Mango, 
raised him on Long Island 
and gave him a childhood 
fi lled with home-cooked 
meals and vacations. He’s 
now a freelance photogra-
pher who regularly works 
for the New York Post. 

“I couldn’t have asked 
for any better parents, quite 
frankly,” Mango said. “The 

Sisters of Mercy saved my 
life.”

Another former An-
gel orphan said that she 
doubted the new structure 
could match the splendor 
or character of the current 
one, and that she feared 
the rumored luxury con-
dos that may replace it 
wouldn’t hold the same 
signifi cance for locals and 
for the orphans who spent 
parts of their childhoods in 
the building.

“It’s a beautiful build-
ing with a lot of character 
and architecture that new 
construction is never ca-
pable of replicating,” said 
Jenny Holdorff, who spent 
the fi rst three months of 
her life in the home with 
her identical twin sister, 
Barbara, in 1973, before 
they were adopted together. 
“And what they did there, 
what that building was for 
and what they did for peo-
ple, I think is remarkable 
and compassionate. When 
you go and knock some-
thing down and make it 
a luxury condominium, 
you’re just changing the 
entire essence of the neigh-
borhood and what it stands 
for.”

ORPHANS
Continued from page 6

SENIORS
Continued from page 6

A NEW LIFE: Angel Guardian orphan Joanne Sullivan Silva with her 
parents, Mary and John Sullivan, at 3-and-a-half years old after 
they adopted her from the home that same year. 
 Joanne Sullivan Silva
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Saturday Night
Valentine’s Celebration at

Dinner and Live Shows 
4 Course Premium Dinner, Dessert, Coffee and OPEN BAR 

$79.50 per person
Includes Tax and Gratuity

7pm- Midnight

For details and reservations call
718-331-2900

LIVE SHOW 

DELPHONICS
Performing their hit songs

“Didn’t I Blow Your Mind,” 
“LA LA Means I Love You” 

and more of your favorites

   LIVE SHOW 

DJ Eddie spinning hits from the 70’s & 80’s

*Valet service 

for your 

convenience

February 10th  

THE
STYLISTICS

Performing their hit songs

You’re everything
You make me feel brand new

Prestige events in association with Jkar productions presents
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opponent can create an unu-
sual bond, she said. 

“Spending a lot time with 
someone, while also being 
at odds with them is a very 
unique part of that sport,” 
said Gardner.

The play follows 17-year-old 
Athena, a fencer who com-
petes against fellow teen Mary 
Wallace. When Athena realizes 
that they make stellar oppo-
nents, she insists on dueling 
the other girl more often. A 
guarded friendship develops, 
but at a certain point, the two 
know that they must fight for 
a spot at the Olympics. 

“She realizes that she 
matches well with Mary and 
asks her to start training with 
her to get better,” said Gard-
ner. “It’s really about their 
relationship and learning 
how they negotiate this situ-
ation where they’ll be head-
to-head.”

The 80-minute play will 
feature plenty of flashy sword-
play. The two actresses worked 
with a fencing coach and cho-
reographer to perfect their 
lunges, attacks, and ripostes 
— something rarely seen in 

plays set in the modern day, 
said Gardner.

“I’m excited about the 
sword-fighting — it’s kind of 
died out unless it’s being done 
in old theatrical plays, so I’m 
excited to see contemporary 
teens doing this sport,” she 
said.

Gardner said she wanted 
to tell a story about real girls 
with real concerns, as a way 
to foil stories that often por-
trays teenage girls as frivolous 
airheads. She hopes that the 
play will help audiences to 
empathize with their plight 
and struggles.

“It makes me sad when I 
see teen girls portrayed as 
frivolous and people who 
don’t matter. I wanted to show 
these young women as funny, 
resilient, and smart,” she said. 
“I hope people can walk way 
with that and remember that 
they were a teen not long ago, 
and see how these girls were 
forced into adulthood beyond 
their control.”

“Athena” at Jack Theater 
[505 Waverly Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill, www.
jackny.org]. Feb. 15–March 
2, Wed–Sat at 8 pm; Sun at 2 
pm. $25 ($18 for those under 
30).

vation issued a $400,000 fi ne last 
month  to the Beach Haven apart-
ment complex for illegal dumping, 
which the management says was 
accidental and the state said ended 
in September 2016. But the consis-
tently high levels of fecal bacteria 
that Buchanan’s group detected in 
the creek last summer suggest that 
other illegal sewage discharges — 
intentional or not — continue to 
foul the waters and require aggres-
sive action, he said.

 “There may even be [illegal 
hookups] that happened acciden-
tally, like they’re claiming in the 
Beach Haven case,” said Buch-
anan. “But I think there needs to 
be a thorough program of inspec-
tion, block-by-block, and lots of fur-
ther investigation.” 

The Water Trail Association’s 
weekly tests of the water near 
the storm drain at W. 21st Street 
showed levels of a fecal bacteria 
 well over the state standard for 
swimmable waters  on 13 out of 16 
weeks between June and Septem-
ber last year — with two tests even 
showing levels of the poop 14 times 
the state standard. 

“The high levels of bacteria are 
a refl ection of the amount of sewage 
pollution,” Buchanan said. “The 

point is it’s well beyond the level 
of swimmability under the law. 
It’s too dirty, and the city needs to 
work to do its best to reduce those 
numbers.” 

Heavy rains can sometimes 
overwhelm the city’s water-treat-
ment infrastructure and cause 
sewers to overfl ow into the storm-
drain system, but Buchanan said 
his group detected elevated bacte-
ria levels even in dry weather. So 
the raw sewage must be coming 
from illegal discharges either from 
intentional diversion, or even anti-
quated hookups dating back to be-
fore the city’s modern water-treat-
ment system, according to another 
local environmental advocate.

“Someone could be living in a 
home for half a century and have 
no idea that their sanitary line is 
incorrectly hooked up to a storm 
water line,” said Ida Sanoff, the ex-
ecutive director of the Natural Re-
sources Protective Association. 

The local district manager said 
the community board is aware of 
the problem, but acknowledged 
that it can’t be solved overnight. 

“There are illegal outfalls. It’s 
just that we don’t know where 
they’re coming from, but it takes 
time to investigate,” said Eddie 
Mark. 

The city’s Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection plans to ded-
icate more resources to monitor 

the creek as part of its forthcom-
ing city  Stormwater Management 
Program , according to a spokes-
woman, who said the agency is 
also investigating additional illicit 
discharges. The agency did not 
respond to an inquiry about how 
many sewage discharges it has 
found in Coney Island since Beach 
Haven allegedly stopped in Sep-
tember 2016.

Sanoff said the city should speed 
up the process by hiring more in-
spectors. 

“There could certainly be more 
illegal hookups in Coney — but 
tracking them down is a very slow 
task,” said Ida Sanoff. “If the De-
partment of Environmental Pro-
tection had more staff assigned to 
tracking down illegal hookups, it 
would make the track-down pro-
cess go a lot faster.”

The state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation said the 
$400,000 fi ne from Beach Haven 
will go to groups working to clean 
up the creek, but not to fund more 
inspectors. 

Keeping the creek free of feces 
will be a costly, long-term proposi-
tion, said Buchanan, but would be 
worth it.

“The bottom line is they prob-
ably have to spend more money on 
keeping a place like Coney creek 
clean, which is important to peo-
ple,” Buchanan said. 

For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

CREEK
Continued from page 1

ATHENA
Continued from page 1 
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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French barriers, but they 
don’t stretch entirely 
across the road, so [drivers 
are] just putting two tires 
on the sidewalk and going 
around,” said Dennis Hre-
howsik, president of the 
Brooklyn Bird Club, who 
claimed he bikes through 
Prospect Park almost ev-
ery day.

Mayor DeBlasio booted 
the last  legally allowed 
four-wheelers  from Pros-
pect Park in January, when 
he  indefi nitely closed the 
East Drive  to Downtown-
bound drivers who used it 
as a weekday shortcut dur-
ing the morning rush. Hiz-
zoner  previously barred 
Coney Island-bound driv-
ers from using the park’s 
West Drive  as an alterna-
tive evening-rush route in 
2015.

And four-wheelers 
careening through the 
meadow in the wake of the 
mayor’s park-wide ban are 
far more dangerous to pe-
destrians because they’re 
explicitly outlawed, Hre-
howsik said.

“It’s one thing when 
cars are expected, but 
now that they aren’t, 

private cars traveling 
through the park at 35 
miles per hour are much 
more dangerous than a 
slow-moving vehicle,” the 
bike rider said.

Greenberg said he had 
a close call while pedal-
ing through the meadow 
the night of Feb. 1, when 
a driver behind the wheel 
of an orange muscle car 
cut him off after running 
a red light at the intersec-
tion of Center and West 
drives.

“A big orange muscle 
car almost hit me!” he 
said.

And Greenberg isn’t the 
fi rst to encounter a car on 
West Drive since DeBlasio 
banned all traffi c from it — 
last December, a motorist 
illegally cruising the road 
 hit and injured a jogger  as 
she ran along it.

The president of 
meadow steward the Pros-
pect Park Alliance, which 
oversees the lawn in con-
junction with the city, 
told attendees of a Jan. 16 
Prospect Park Commu-
nity Committee meeting 
that caretakers intend to 
install more substantial 
wooden barriers to better 
obstruct the entrances to 
park roads, according to 
Greenberg.

And the cyclist said 
that Alliance honchos 
hope to receive even 
safer barricades under 
a  $50-million initiative 
to increase the number 
of bollards protecting 
public spaces  across the 
city, which DeBlasio put 
in place following deadly 
 terrorist  and other  ve-
hicle-based attacks  last 
year.

A Department of Parks 
and Recreation spokes-
woman said that “more 
permanent fi xtures” to 
block four-wheelers from 
accessing meadow roads 
will be installed in the 
coming weeks. A De-
partment of Transporta-
tion spokesman said the 
agency was unaware of 
the issue.

Offi cers with the parks 
department’s Park En-
forcement Patrol have is-
sued one summons for an 
unauthorized vehicle in 
Prospect Park since the 
mayor’s permanent ban 
on autos kicked in earlier 
this year, according to an 
agency rep.

The Police Department 
did not respond to a re-
quest for comment on its 
own summonses issued for 
illegal four-wheelers in the 
park by press time.

VEHICLES
Continued from page 1

means that we’re just not 
integrating the reality of 
waste into our system. Cit-
ies that don’t really ac-
count specifi cally for the 
need for public toilets, and 
there’s lots of people that 
affects, whether it’s a cab 
driver, or someone who is 
disabled, or a parent out 
with a child,” he said. “And 
the taboo plays out in the 
global sphere: 40 percent 
of the world lacks access 
to safe, clean toilets. We 
can’t solve it if we can’t talk 
about it.”

His talk at the Kumble 

Theater will be a scaled-
down version of his award-
winning show “ An Incon-
venient Poop .” Shafner 
includes voice-overs from 
different experts, includ-
ing a woman who explains 
the proper etiquette for 
cutting the cheese, but he 
can vary from the script 
if something potty-related 
comes to mind, he said. 

“What I like about the 
stand up version, it’s a lot 
more casual, more real,” 
said Shafner. “Just me hav-
ing a conversation, and 
I can speak with the au-
dience loosely if a story 
comes up in the news.”

The audience will not be 
able to hold in their laugh-

ter, and may feel relieved to 
fi nally be understood, said 
Shafner. 

“Everybody poops and I 
think as much as we don’t 
talk about it, what I found 
over the seven-and-a-half 
years doing this work, is 
once you start the conver-
sation, people have a lot 
to say,” he said. “I’m just 
excited to spread the mes-
sage to my home ’hood in 
the beautiful Kumble the-
ater.”

“How the Potty Trained 
Us” at the Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University (1 
University Plaza at Dekalb 
Avenue Downtown, www.
kumbletheater.org). Feb. 20 
at 6:30 pm. Free.

POTTY
Continued from page 1
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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