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BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a construction conun-
drum. 

Locals’ minds are spin-
ning over the fate of two adja-
cent Gowanus plots currently 
zoned for manufacturing that 
a borough-based developer 
is about to buy, because it’s 
anyone’s guess what the new 
owner —  a fi rm the mayor re-
cently tapped to build luxury 
towers on a nearby public-
housing complex’s parking lot  
— might propose for the mas-
sive parcels.

Builder Two Trees’s pend-
ing purchase comes amid 
the  city’s exploration of re-
zoning the longtime indus-
trial neighborhood  for more 
residential development, and 
though Mayor DeBlasio has 
previously  committed to re-
taining its blue-collar feel , ex-
actly what the real-estate pow-
erhouse may erect there is a 
mystery, according to a local 
leader.

“We’re in the middle of a lot 
of unknowns with the city re-
zoning — that just makes this 
so much more interesting,” 
said Paul Basile. “It is our 
hope that the city continues to 
remain committed in helping 
us grow jobs here and keep the 
manufacturing community in 
Gowanus.”

The Dumbo-based devel-

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about wet work!

Park Slopers can expect 
three years of racket, road clo-
sures, and parking woes as 
workers dig up neighborhood 
streets to renovate aging city 
pipes below them.

The Department of De-
sign and Construction’s wa-
ter main–replacement proj-
ect, called  BED798 , kicked off 
on Jan. 31, and will continue 
through the summer of 2021 as 
plumbing beneath roadways 
including St. Johns Place as 
well as parts of Baltic Street 
and Flatbush and Sixth ave-
nues is revamped.

Workers will cut trenches 
through the asphalt between 
7 am and 6 pm on Mondays 
through Fridays in order to 
lay new pipes ranging from 
eight to 72 inches in diameter, 
and local car owners should 
keep an eye out for fl iers an-
nouncing temporary road 
closures and parking restric-
tions, according to agency 
spokesman Ian Michaels, who 
said all affected streets will 
remain accessible to pedestri-

Locals brace 
for builder’s 
Gowanus buy City kicks off 

three-year 
Slope pipe fi x

WATER TORTURE

Continued on page 20Continued on page 20
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What a feat!
Entertainer Fred Kahl wowed guests with his sword-swallowing skills at a swanky gala to celebrate 
the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce’s 100th year of boosting local businesses. For more from the 
organization’s centennial bash, see page 10. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They need to work it out so the 
real work can begin!

Gov. Cuomo must look be-
yond his public political spats 
with Mayor DeBlasio and al-
low the city to use a process 
that will accelerate its re-
pairs to the Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway’s decaying tri-
ple cantilever in Brooklyn 
Heights, local pols and activ-
ists demanded during a rally 
at the foot of Montague Street 
on Feb. 9.

State lawmakers and local 
leaders again called on Cuomo 
to green-light “design-build” 
— a process that would re-
quest one bid for the project’s 
design and construction in-
stead of hiring unique fi rms 
for each phase — weeks after 
they fi rst demanded  he revise 
his recently unveiled budget 
to include authorization for it . 

“The only obstacle I can 
see is this rancor between Al-
bany and the city, and that’s 
just completely unacceptable,” 
said Peter Bray, the head of 
civic group the Brooklyn 
Heights Association, which is 
bussing local advocates up to 
the state Capitol on March 6. 
“Our neighborhoods deserve 
better, and our communities 
should not be collateral dam-
age to this political fi ghting.”

Cuomo approved design-
build for multiple state-run 
projects, including the re-
cently built Kosciuszko Bridge 
and a new span touting his 
family’s name, so his refusal 
to allow it in the city-led ex-
pressway fi x must come down 
to his schoolyard fi ght with 
Hizzoner — which has also 
included bouts over  deer  and 
the  subway system  — espe-
cially because authorizing the 
process won’t cost the state a 
dime, the newly elected Coun-
cil speaker said.

“If it’s good enough for the 
new Kosciuszko Bridge and 
the new Mario Cuomo Bridge, 
why is it not good enough for 
the Brooklyn–Queens Ex-

pressway?” asked Council-
man Corey Johnson (D–Man-
hattan). “It doesn’t make any 
sense. We should put politics 
aside.”

Although he said he sup-
ports expanding design-build, 
Cuomo released his fi rst draft 
of the budget without it on 
Jan. 16. He had until Feb. 15 to 
make amendments — includ-
ing authorization for the pro-
cess — before both houses in 
Albany prepare their own fi s-
cal plans that, together with 
the governor’s, will be used to 
create a fi nal budget that must 
be approved by April 1.

Design-build proponents 
argue it will cut about $113 
million from the job’s current 
$1.9-million price tag, and 
speed up the reconstruction of 
the 1.5-mile stretch of express-
way between Atlantic Avenue 
and Sands Street by at least 
two years.

Local transit honchos now 
expect work to begin in 2024 
and wrap in 2028, but if Cuomo 
allows design-build, they say 
repairs could start as early as 
2021 and conclude before 2026 
— the year the city will be 
 forced to send the more than 
16,000 big-rigs that travel the 
triple cantilever daily down 
local streets instead  so the 
three-tiered structure doesn’t 
collapse beneath them.

Roads including Third and 
Fourth avenues, and Tillary, 
Court, Jay, and Columbia 
streets could all get a massive 
spike in truck traffi c if the ve-
hicles are banished from the 
expressway, according to the 
Department of Transporta-
tion.

And in addition to saving 
time, using design-build would 
conserve funds that could be 
reinvested into the city’s fail-
ing subway system and  cash-

strapped public-housing com-
plexes , according to another 
councilman, who attended 
the rally alongside Borough 
President Adams, Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer, Department 
of Transportation Commis-
sioner Polly Trottenberg, and 
Brooklyn Heights pols includ-
ing state Sen. Brian Kavanagh 
and Assemblywoman Jo Anne 
Simon.

“This is insanity, $100 mil-
lion could be used to address 
a subway crisis and a heating 
crisis in New York City Hous-
ing Authority buildings,” said 
Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island). “I fi nd it 
outrageous and insulting that 
they would hijack more than 
$100 million in public money 
that could go towards address-
ing transportation, public-
housing, quality-of-life, and 
public-safety issues because of 
a high-stakes political game.”

FORGIVE AND FORGE AHEAD
Locals: Gov. must forget feud with mayor, let city fi x BQE faster

TIME IS NOW: Dozens of local pols and activists came out on Feb. 9 to demand the state authorize design-build 
to speed up work on the Brooklyn–Queens Expressway. Community News Group / Julianne Cuba Mail: 
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By Julianne McShane

He’s just a god from Brooklyn. 
The Norse god Thor will do 

battle with his villainous brother 
Loki at Barclays Center next week, along-
side a longbox-worth of Marvel super-
heroes and their foes, including Spider-
Man, the Green Goblin, Brooklyn kid 
Captain America, the Guardians of the 
Galaxy, and Doctor Strange. The live-
action show “Marvel Universe Live: Age 
of Heroes,” running for nine performanc-
es starting on Feb. 25, is so filled with 
stunts, action, and special effects that it 
leaves the Marvel films behind, said the 
Bedford-Stuyvesant actor who portrays 
the God of Thunder.

“There’s a lot of combat, a lot of cool 
special effects. It’s a stunt show — if 
anything, it’s more like an action movie, 

but live in front of you,” said Gjermund 
Gjesme, who grew up in Norway, just 
like the mythical character he plays. He 
moved to the Borough of Kings in 2014, 
after two years in the Norwegian military 
— a job he said helped prepare him for his 
onstage fights.

“It definitely helps with my mental 
toughness, being able to be fierce and 
ready to deal with how hard it is to 
rehearse a production like this,” he said. 
“But I thought in my mind, if I’m getting 
a role in this production, it’ll be Thor.” 

To portray the stormy deity, Gjesme 
must don an elaborate, colorful costume 
that enhances his already impressive phy-
sique — but which makes the action a 
little more difficult, he said.

“I have a muscle suit, helmet, and cape 
— it makes it extra challenging to per-

form the stunts, but it makes it look even 
cooler if you can do it,” said Gjesme.  

During the show, Thor and his buddies 
team up to wrestle control of a mystical 
McGuffin back from Loki, the God of 
Mischief, who plans to use its power to 
rule the world. The super-battles include 
a large ensemble of battle fighters, who 
wear about 100 outfits between them, 
according to costume designer Mark 
Koss. The superheroes’ super-sized bod-
ies made dressing them a special chal-
lenge, said Koss. 

“One of the really difficult and won-
derful parts of this show was how to cre-
ate costumes that really could be active 
and move, are really durable and cool 
for audience members to watch,” he said. 
“They aren’t humans and therefore don’t 
have human proportions.” 

Rocket Raccoon and Groot, from the 
Guardians of the Galaxy, are the short-
est and tallest characters in the show, 
respectively, and the producers put the 
characters on stage next to each other to 
emphasize their size differences, Koss 
said. 

“We tried to find the shortest actor we 
could to play Rocket and then dealt with 
the proportions,” said Koss, who added 
that Groot towers eight feet high thanks 
to two-foot stilts built into his outfit. 
“Rocket is always next to Groot to make 
Rocket feel shorter and Groot feel taller.” 

“Marvel Universe Live!” at Barclays 
Center (620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, www.barclay-
scenter.com). Feb. 22–24 at 7 pm, Feb. 
23–24 at 11 am and 3 pm, Feb. 25 at noon 
and 4 pm. $19–$120.

Marvel heroes fight evil at Barclays Center

Super 
brawl

Changing of the guard: The actors playing 
the Guardians of the Galaxy in the “Marvel 
Universe Live!” show at Barclays Center  
must wear full-body costumes, stilts, and 
plenty of makeup. Feld Entertainment
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Its the Sahadi’s experience — 
on steroids!

Beloved Brooklyn Heights 
grocer Sahidi’s will open its 
 long-awaited, super-sized sec-
ond location  in Sunset Park’s 
Industry City later this year 
— a more-than-a-football-
fi eld-sized store with an open 
kitchen, bar, and event space.

Going bigger in the bor-
ough is  the natural next move  
for the 70-year-old shop, ac-
cording to its co-owner.

“Brooklyn is a dynamic 
place,” said Bay Ridgite Chris-
tine Sahadi Whelan. “The In-
dustry City store will allow us 
to share the beloved Sahadi 
food and hospitality culture 

in a new, modern setting.”
The new 35th Street out-

post of the bulk-goods empo-
rium — famous for its bins 
full of Middle-Eastern deli-
cacies, including nuts, dried 
fi gs, spices, and roasted cof-
fee — will also offer weekend 
brunch, a prepared-foods sec-
tion with a dining-in area, 
and a saj — a griddle for mak-
ing fl atbread that the owners 
fi rst saw on a trip to Beirut — 
 according to New York Maga-
zine , which also noted that the 
owners want to serve “lesser-
known dishes” including 
chicken merguez with green 
tahini and couscous timbale 
with duck confi t.

Whelan’s grandfather, 

Wade Sahadi, founded the 
store in 1948 as a reincarna-
tion of the Manhattan market 
his great uncle, a Lebanese 
immigrant, launched in 1895. 
Whelan’s father, Charlie, and 
uncle, Bob, later took over the 
shop, and oversaw the original 
location’s expansion in 1985.

The pair expanded to a 
third storefront  about 25 years 
later,  and the duo handed the 
day-to-day operations over to 
Whelan and her brother Ron 
in 2016.

 The store has become a 
neighborhood institution dur-
ing its decades in business, 
and even took home a coveted 
 James Beard award for awe-
someness  last January.

SAY CHEESE: Charlie Sahadi handed his store’s keys to his daughter Christine Sahadi Whelan in 2016, and she 
recently announced the shop will open an outpost in Sunset Park. File photo by Stefano Giovannini

DA: Ditmas Park’s 
cyber creep charged

BY COLIN MIXSON
A Ditmas Park man lured un-
derage teenage girls into hav-
ing sex with him using Face-
book and false promises of 
cash, before blackmailing at 
least one victim with footage 
of their illicit affair, accord-
ing to the district attorney.

“This defendant is alleg-
edly a sexual predator who 
targeted vulnerable young 
girls in a cruel scheme,” said 
Eric Gonzalez, who charged 
the man before a Supreme 
Court Judge on Feb. 7.

The 26-year-old defendant 
approached multiple girls as 
young as 14-years-old on so-
cial media using the name 
“Coolen Jay,” offering money 
if they agreed to have sex 
with his friend “Teddy” — 
another alias for himself, 
Gonzalez said.

One 15-year-old girl slept 
with the suspect on multiple 
occasions between April and 
September last year, before 
refusing to see him again af-
ter she realized his promises 
of cash were bogus, the top 
prosecutor said. 

But after she stopped hav-
ing sex with him, the defen-
dant sent a video he recorded 
of the victim in the act to her 
friends, and shared it on an 
online porn site, according 
to Gonzalez, who said the 
girl found out about the video 

from her school principal be-
fore she contacted authori-
ties.

A police investigation re-
vealed that the man used 
his lurid scheme to lure two 
other girls, ages 14 and 15, 
into having sex with him, 
neither of whom he paid, the 
district attorney said.

Prosecutors charged the 
suspect on multiple counts of 
rape, sexual misconduct, and 
child-endangerment charges, 
Gonzalez said.

Sahadi’s heads south
Beloved bulk grocer to open super-sized store in S’Park

BY COLIN MIXSON
The district attorney charged a sickly 
motorist with reckless manslaughter 
for hitting and killing a man in East 
Flatbush last year, claiming the driver 
with multiple sclerosis knew better 
than to get behind the wheel in his con-
dition.

“This was a preventable death that 
could have been avoided if the defen-
dant had listened to his own doctor’s 
advice, instead he got behind the wheel 
and now an innocent father is dead,” 
said Eric Gonzalez.

The 41-year-old defendant was in 
the driver’s seat of his 2004 Nissan 
Pathfi nder on Avenue A near Rem-
sen Avenue around 5:20 pm on Jan. 
9, 2017, when his neurological condi-
tion caused his leg to seize up on the 
gas pedal, sending his car hurtling 
down the street at a speed of at least 
60 miles per hour, where it struck 
six vehicles before plowing into vic-
tim Marlon Palacios near Linden 

Boulevard about two blocks away.
A subsequent investigation re-

vealed that the motorist’s physician 
told him not to drive following his 
multiple-sclerosis diagnosis, Gonzalez 
said.

The top prosecutor charged the 
defendant with second-degree man-
slaughter, criminally negligent homi-
cide, and reckless driving before a Su-
preme Court judge on Feb. 8, and the 
man faces up to 15 years in prison if 
convicted, Gonzalez said.

The ill man’s indictment came after 
two other high-profi le fatal collisions, 
in which drivers with suspended or 
expired licenses hit and killed pedes-
trians but were not charged with man-
slaughter.

Last month, Philip Monfoletto 
killed 13-year-old bike rider Kevin 
Flores in Bedford-Stuyvesant  while 
behind the wheel of an oil truck with a 
suspended license .

Monfoletto stayed at the scene, 

where police arrested him for driving 
with a suspended license, and the next 
day Gonzalez charged him with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a vehi-
cle, a criminal misdemeanor. But the 
driver, whose license was suspended 9 
times before he hit Flores, could not be 
charged with a felony, which can only 
be issued to a motorist with 10 suspen-
sions at the time of his or her arrest.

And  last July , 63-year-old Jose 
Nunez ran down cyclist Neftaly 
Ramirez in Greenpoint while driving 
a private carting company’s garbage 
truck that  he was not licensed to oper-
ate .

But Gonzalez decided in January 
that there  was not enough evidence to 
bring charges against Nunez  — who 
drove off after plowing into Ramirez 
— and cops slapped him with a sum-
mons for operating the truck without 
the correct license after their inves-
tigation determined the driver didn’t 
know he hit the 27-year-old.

And neither man was subject to 
manslaughter charges because driv-
ing without a license isn’t considered 
reckless under the law, according to a 
spokesman for Gonzalez, who said the 
sickly man was indicted because pros-
ecutors believe his condition directly 
caused Palacios’s death.

“It’s not the same as driving with 
an expired classifi cation,” said Oren 
Yaniv. “In order to prove manslaugh-
ter in the second degree, you have to 
prove the conduct directly led to the 
death. The fact that [Nunez’s] license 
classifi cation expired did not cause 
the crash.”

But unlike driving without a li-
cense, it is not illegal to drive with 
multiple sclerosis, Yaniv said. The 
penalties are simply far more severe 
when drivers with the condition kill 
someone, he said.

An attorney for the defendant with 
multiple sclerosis did not return a re-
quest for comment by press time.

Sick driver prosecuted for causing ‘preventable death’

DANGEROUS WEB: District At-
torney Eric Gonzalez on Feb. 7 
indicted this 26-year-old Ditmas 
Park resident for using Facebook 
and the false promise of cash to 
lure underage girls into having 
sex with him. 
 District Attorney’s offi ce
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re commanded to work as many 
hours as allowed by law — and pick up 
some overtime.

Calls come from bosses while 
they’re behind the wheel asking them 
where they’re at — and to speed up.

When they hit a red light — they’re 
coached on how to run it.

That is the culture of malfeasance 
truckers at Action Carting, the gar-
bage fi rm whose unlicensed truck 
driver hit and killed 27-year-old Net-
faly Ramirez last July, have to deal 
with every day, claimed those who 
work there and union offi cials.

This newspaper spoke to two em-
ployees of a union representing Action 
Carting staffers — one of whom once 
drove for the company — and a current 
Action driver, and all of them claimed 
management at the New Jersey-based 
private-carting fi rm demands speed 
over safety from its truck operators.

“Drivers are kind of always put 
under the gun to get their stops done 
however they can in a timely fash-
ion,” said Ray Borrero, who works for 
the Teamsters Local 813. “During the 
course of the night, you get calls ask-
ing where you’re at or what’s taking so 
long, and that adds to the pressure.”

Action Carting’s drivers — in-
cluding 63-year-old Jose Nunez, who 
 ran over 27-year-old Neftaly Ramirez 
while driving a truck without the 
proper license  — usually start their 
work weeks on Sunday nights, some-
times driving for as many as 14 hours 
straight,  the legal limit under fed-
eral law , as they collect garbage from 
across the city, leaving them little time 
to recuperate, according to Borrero.

The majority of Action truckers 
work six days a week, with around fi ve 
percent clocking a fi ve-day work week, 
and all can receive overtime pay for 
driving more than 40 or 60 hours, de-
pending on their contracts, the Local 
813 rep said.

The drivers can either pilot a 
“packer” — the truck Nunez drove 
when he hit Ramirez — that requires 
the aid of a co-worker, called a helper, 
and makes more local stops picking 
up standard trash bags, or a “roll-off,” 
which collects larger containers such 
as dumpsters and is operated by a sin-
gle employee.

Driving either truck is a hard job, 
but those behind the wheels of Ac-
tion’s packers are notoriously over-
worked, according to the current em-
ployee, who said he used to drive one 
but switched to a roll-off to give his 
body a break.

Action demands its packer drivers 
work nearly twice as much as those 
at some other private sanitation com-
panies, according to the worker who 
requested anonymity out of fear he 
would lose his job if his bosses knew 
he talked to a newspaper.

A typical night in his previous po-
sition as a packer driver for the Texas-
based fi rm Waste Management lasted 
between six and eight hours — occa-
sionally stretching as long as 10–12 — 
with anywhere from 150 to 300 “stops,” 
which can vary from quick pickups at 
a single mom-and-pop to longer or-
deals at commercial complexes with 
multiple clients. But for Action pack-
ers, a light night requires 200 to 300 
stops, and a heavy one can mean any-

MAKING ITS ROUNDS: The driver of an Action Carting packer truck made his way through 
Williamsburg on Feb. 9 with his helper, who typically rides on the back of the vehicle, sitting 
inside the cabin. Community News Group / Julianne Cuba

PANDEMONIUM 
AT THE WHEEL

Trash company’s overworking and law skirting 
results in deadly collisions, employees claim

Continued on page 5
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We understand.
Living in an abusive relationship is complicated. 
Love, children, family, community, money, and 
safety mean it’s never as easy as “just leaving”.

     you won’t 
leave 

because
    he controls

all the money
WE CAN HELP: 

1.800.621.4673(HOPE)      311      nyc.gov/NYCHOPE

Bill de Blasio
Mayor

where from 500 to 1,000, the 
Action employee said.

“Physically I can’t work all 
those hours, it’s just way too 
much,” the anonymous driver 
said.

Another former Action 
Carting packer operator who 
also once drove for Waste 
Management agreed that the 
New Jersey company over-
worked him, saying he would 
routinely skip meals in order 
to complete his shift.

“I used to have 14 hours, 
and what I had to do was not 
stop for lunch — there was no 
other way I could get my route 
done. And when you couldn’t 
get your route done, the su-
pervisor would chastise you,” 
said Allan Henry, who now 
works as an organizer for Lo-
cal Union No. 813.

And company higher-ups 
have told drivers to ignore 
traffi c laws if it’ll save time, 
Henry said —  behavior  that 
locals routinely  document .

“I’ve been told by work-
ers who’ve been pulled into 
an offi ce and shown a tape of 
them running lights, they tell 
them, ‘Try to stop and look 
both ways before you run the 
light, just don’t run through 

it,’ ” he said.
But instead of lightening 

truckers’ workloads by hir-
ing more and shrinking their 
routes, Action honchos rou-
tinely ask drivers to make 
more stops in their given col-
lection areas, the current em-
ployee said.  

“They should have a lot 
more drivers on the road. 
That eliminates the long 
hours, and the accidents,” the 
anonymous worker said. “But 
Action is doing the total oppo-
site — if there are three routes 
that are right next to each 
other, they will eliminate the 
one in the middle, break it in 
half, and add each half to the 
[two] others.”

And company bosses don’t 
seem motivated to change 
protocol for the good of their 
workers, according to Henry.  

“They really don’t give a 

damn about the standard that 
they diminished,” the former 
Action employee said.

A rep for another union 
that represents Action em-
ployees — including Nunez, 

before he retired shortly after 
hitting and killing Ramirez, 
according to his coworkers 
— called the accusations that 
company honchos terminally 
overwork their drivers ridicu-

lous. He added, however, that 
his group is fi ghting to insti-
tute a shorter, fi ve-day work 
week in the next round of con-
tract negotiations.

“As far as complaints or 

concerns about excessive 
hours or the company not al-
lowing for proper breaks, I 
fi nd that to be a ludicrous ac-
cusation,” said Mike Hell-
strom of Laborers Local 108.

Before any motorist can 
even hit the road inside a mas-
sive garbage truck, he or she 
must obtain a commercial 
driver’s license, which re-
quires medical clearance and 
passing specialized written 
and road tests.

Nunez did not have one, 
and Action Carting rep Ken 
Frydman declined to com-
ment on whether his bosses 
knew that, how often the com-
pany checks the validity of 

its employees’ licenses, and 
if Nunez ever got behind the 
wheel of another truck after 
fatally striking Ramirez, cit-
ing an expected civil suit the 
deceased’s family plans to fi le 
against the carting company. 
Frydman confi rmed that 
Nunez retired last year, but 
would not specify when.

Each source this newspa-
per spoke to was shocked to 
hear that Nunez was on the 
road without a valid commer-
cial license, however, because 
all of them said Action hon-
chos regularly check drivers’ 
credentials, although they 
couldn’t say how often. 

STOPPED FOR A SNOOZE: A passerby on the distant isle of Manhattan spotted two workers sleeping in the 
cabin of this Action Carting truck on Feb. 8.  Jehiah Czebotar

TRUCK DEATH
Continued from page 4 

Continued on page 33

Drivers are told to ‘try to stop and look 
both ways before you run the light, 

just don’t run through it’
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Cavities are a problem for adults 
and children alike. Some people 
seem more susceptible to cavities 

than others, and the pH of the mouth 
and other factors may play a role in 
the formation of cavities.

The number of dental cavities in-
creases with age. According to the Na-
tional Institute of Dental and Cranio-
facial Research, dental decay remains 
the most prevalent chronic disease in 
both children and adults, even though 
it is largely preventable. It may seem 
like children who love sugar would 
have the highest rate of cavities, but 
data actually shows that 92 percent 
of adults in the U.S. ages 20 to 64 have 
dental caries in their permanent teeth 
and an average of 3.28 missing teeth. 

What causes a cavity?
Bacteria is the main culprit be-

hind cavities. Bacteria migrate into 
the mouth and are constantly present 
on the gums, teeth, and tongue. Most 
oral bacteria are not harmful, but 
certain types can prove troublesome. 
Bacteria attach to the enamel of the 
teeth and eventually start to form a 
colony. Proteins present in saliva mix 
with the bacteria, which then forms 
a hard layer on the tooth known as 
plaque.

Sugar plays a role in the process 
because the bacteria use sugar as 

a food source. The sugar also helps 
them stick to the tooth surface, mak-
ing it more diffi cult for bacteria to be 
cleared away with saliva. As bacte-
ria eat the sugar, they produce waste, 
which is acidic. Over time, this acid 
can wear away at the tough enamel on 
teeth, making it porous. These holes 
can become bigger, eventually form-
ing what is known as a cavity.

It may take a while before you re-

alize you have a cavity because the 
enamel of the tooth doesn’t have nerve 
fi bers. But once the cavity becomes 
large enough to expose the sensitive 
dentin within, pain ensues.

Preventing cavities
Cavities can be largely prevented 

by brushing and fl ossing regularly to 
remove extra bacteria from the teeth, 
and preventing them from attaching 

and building up on the teeth.
Regular dental check-ups and 

cleanings also play a preventative 
role. Dentists have equipment that 
can effectively clean teeth in areas 
that can sometimes be diffi cult to keep 
clean with just manual brushing.

High susceptibility 
to cavities

Medications and biology can affect 
the pH of a person’s mouth and con-
tribute to the formation of dental car-
ies. When pH drops, demineralization 
of the tooth enamel occurs and cavi-
ties form. Some forms of bacteria con-
tribute to tooth decay more than oth-
ers.

As mentioned, sugar feeds bacteria 
growth. Research by the American 
Academy of Pediatric Dentistry has 
found that it’s not often the amount 
of sugar eaten at a given time, but the 
frequency of sugar exposure that can 
lead to cavities. Sucrose, it seems, is 
bacteria’s preferred energy source. 
Saliva production is important for 
keeping bacteria at bay. Individuals 
who produce less bacteria, due to med-
ication or their physical history, may 
be more susceptible to caries (decay 
and crumbling of a tooth or bone).

Dental cavities are a common 
health problem. Knowing what causes 
them can help with prevention. 

What’s behind kids’ cavities?

Learning to brush their own 
teeth is a lesson all children 
must master. Although par-

ents ultimately may have chil-
dren who become proficient at 
brushing their own teeth, getting 
them to floss is generally more 
difficult.

The National Health and Nutri-
tion Examination Survey from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention found that 41 percent 
of children aged 2 to 11 had tooth 
decay in their first teeth. Dental 
caries are common among chil-
dren, likely because they have not 
become proficient at taking care 
of their teeth. 

Soft, sticky foods are common-
place in young kids’ diets, and 
these can promote decay. Even 
well-intentioned gummy vita-
mins can be sources of dental de-
cay. Oftentimes, these foods be-
come lodged between the teeth or 
on the surface of molars. If left in 
contact with the teeth for too long, 
food particles become a source of 
carbohydrates for oral bacteria, 

and cavities may appear as a re-
sult.

To remove food particles from 
between the teeth, children must 
floss, advises the American Acad-
emy of Pediatric Dentists. It is rec-
ommended that parents help their 
children to floss as soon as two 
teeth are touching and continue 
to do so until the child is around 
the age of 8, when a child should 
have enough dexterity to do it on 
his or her own.

Flossing is essential to mak-
ing sure children do not experi-
ence cavities at an early age, and 
it can establish practices that pro-
mote oral health throughout life. 
Despite being so important, many 
parents fail to encourage flossing 
or are at a loss as to how to make 
it enjoyable and effective.

Although regular dental floss 
is one of the first tools for floss-
ing, the dexterity required to wind 
the floss around little fingers and 
then thoroughly clean the teeth 
may discourage children. Par-
ents can look into the wide ar-

ray of flossing helpers available 
at the store. In fact, many age-ap-
propriate flossers are now avail-
able that feature fun designs and 
smaller profiles to fit into kids’ 
mouths more easily. Flossers may 
be attached to a handle to make 
back teeth more accessible and 
promote more effective flossing. 
Manufacturers such as DenTek, 
Butler GUM, Plackers Kids, Dr. 
Fresh, Oral-B, and Brush Buddies 
offer children’s flossers. 

Kids who shy away from floss-
ing may be more likely to use a 
children’s water flosser. In lieu of 
string floss, a water flosser uses 
a pressurized stream of water to 
dislodge food from between teeth. 
Although a water flosser may be 
more messy, children may enjoy 
the opportunity to “play” with 
water and the cleaning sensation 
provided.

To prevent the buildup of 
plaque and the development of 
dental caries, parents should edu-
cate children about proper floss-
ing techniques.  

Cavities can be largely prevented by brushing and fl ossing regularly to remove extra bacte-
ria from the teeth, and preventing them from attaching and building up on the teeth.

Encourage children to fl oss

Children should learn that fl ossing is just as impor-
tant as brushing.

N AT I O N A L  C H I L D R E N ’ S  D E N TA L  H E A LT H  M O N T H
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Children’s smiles brighten our lives. Let’s 
give them healthy smiles that last a lifetime!

Good dental habits start at a young age 
and continue as children grow with: 

• Regular dental checkups (2x a year)

• Brushing and flossing (at least 2x a day)

• A healthy diet with fruits and vegetables

Fidelis Care covers preventive, routine, and 
emergency dental care for kids under 19 
through the New York State-sponsored 
Child Health Plus program.
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76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Crime of passion
Cops cuffed a man who they say 

stole a teddy bear from a pharmacy 
on Smith Street on Feb. 13.

Police said they observed the sus-
pect leave the store between Union 
and President streets with the large 
white teddy bear at 1:14 pm on the 
day before Valentine’s Day without 
paying for it. Authorities arrested 
the 28-year-old man and charged 
him with petty larceny.

Cellphone dangers
A miscreant robbed a woman 

while she was walking on Clinton 
Street and talking on her cellphone 
on Feb. 12.

The 51-year-old victim said she 
was near First Place and speaking 
on the phone around 8:40 p.m. when 
the unknown man whipped out a 
box cutter and told her “give me ev-
erything you have.” She then gave 
the thief her iPhone 6s and $200 in 
cash, before the man fl ed on Clinton 
Street towards Court Street.

Police said they did not fi nd the 
thief after searching the area.

Bar blues
A jerk walked off with a wom-

an’s bag while she was breaking up 
a fi ght in a bar on Van Brunt Street 
on Jan. 28.

The 42-year-old victim said she 
left her purse on a seat at the bar 
near Pioneer Street at 1 am and 
went to try and stop a dispute that 
was happening. However, when she 
returned at 3:40 am, her bag con-
taining her driver’s license and a 
Capital One debit card was gone, of-
fi cials reported.

Police said someone attempted 
to withdraw money using the card 
at an automated-teller machine the 
next day.

Cosmetics bust
Offi cers arrested a man who they 

said tried to steal makeup from a 
Smith Street pharmacy on Feb. 13.

A security guard at the phar-
macy near Warren Street said he 
saw a man put a variety of cosmetic 
items, including lip balm and nail 
polish, into his jacket before trying 
to leave without paying. The guard 
stopped the man and held him until 
cops came.

Police arrested the 30-year-old 
and charged him with petty lar-
ceny.  — Adam Lucente

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Grab and go 
A lout broke into a guy’s Duffi eld 

Street apartment and stole his jew-
elry sometime between Feb. 6 and 8, 
police said.

The sneak broke into the apart-
ment through an unlocked front 
door near Willoughby Street and 
stole a diamond-studded ring, Tif-
fany and Co. silver ring, diamond 
bracelet, gold-mesh wash, and a 
Daniel Wellington watch, all worth 
a total of $2,170, offi cials said. 

School bully 
A crook stole a student’s wallet 

while he was at school at MetroTech 
Center on Jan. 26, cops said.

The student, who reported the 
theft to police about a week later on 
Feb. 6, said he was in class near Jay 
Street around 4 pm when he got an 
alert from his bank that some jerk 
made charges to his credit cards, 
and then realized his wallet con-
taining them, cash, a student-iden-
tifi cation card, and a Trinidad and 
Tobago identifi cation card was 
gone, according to authorities. 

Gym rat! 
Some jerk stole a woman’s bag 

with her wallet inside from a gym 
locker on Duffi eld Street on Feb. 9, 
police said.

The woman told cops she left her 
Michael Kors plum-colored purse in-
side an unlocked locker at the gym 
near Fulton Street around 12:30 pm, 
and when she went to get it a few 
hours later, her bag with her wallet, 
makeup, and headphones was miss-
ing, according to a report. 

Bathroom break-in
A punk stole a woman’s wallet 

from her jacket pocket while she 
was inside a Livingston Street tran-
sit building on Feb. 10, cops said. 

The woman told police she went 
to the bathroom inside the Metro-
politan Transportation Authority 
building between Smith and Hoyt 
streets around 10 am and left her 
wallet inside her coat pocket, and 
when she returned for her coat at 
1:50 pm, the wallet containing her 
credit and debit cards, and her Met-
ropolitan Transportation Authority 
pass, was gone. 

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Stop and steal 
Cops cuffed two teens who they 

said punched a guy in the face and 
stole his phone and money on Van-

derbilt Avenue on Feb. 5.
The 37-year-old victim told po-

lice he was biking home after work 
near Gates Avenue around 10:30 pm 
when one suspect socked him in the 
face, sending him to the ground. 
Three other suspects then started 
kicking him before grabbing his 
phone, $200, and bike keys, authori-
ties said. 

Police caught and arrested two, 
but the rest of the suspects are still 
on the loose, offi cials said.

Liquor louts 
Authorities arrested two people 

on Feb. 6 for swiping a bottle of li-
quor from a store on Flatbush Ave-
nue several days earlier on Jan. 26. 

An employee told offi cials the 
pair of suspects came into the li-
quor store near Lafayette Avenue 
with their kids, took a bottle of Op-
era Bonfadini Rose off the shelf, and 
ran out of the store around 6 pm.

One of the suspects pulled out a 
screwdriver when the worker tried 
to stop him, according to a report. 

Street attack 
Three nogoodniks assaulted a 

guy and stole his wallet and phone 
on Fulton Street on Feb. 9, police 
said. 

The victim told police he was 
walking towards the subway near 
Clermont Avenue around 11:50 pm 
when the three malefactors started 
punching and kicking him, and 
grabbed his wallet, Bluetooth head-
set, society-security card, cash, and 
debit cards, before fl eeing down Ful-
ton Street. 

Where’s my car?
A baddie drove off with a wom-

an’s car parked on Saint Edwards 
Street sometime overnight on Feb. 
7, police said. 

The woman told cops she left her 
2008 Lincoln parked near Auburn 
Place around 8 pm on Feb. 7, and 
when she went back to get it the next 
day at 11 am, it was gone. 

Party foul 
A punk stole a woman’s wallet 

and phone while she was at a party 
on Flushing Avenue on Feb. 11, po-
lice said.

The woman told authorities she 
was at the gathering inside the Navy 
Yard around 2 am when some guy 
came up to her and said she dropped 
her passport and New York identi-
fi cation card before handing them 
back to her.

And when she checked for her 
wallet, it and the credit cards inside 
were gone, along with her iPhone, 
cops said.  — Julianne Cuba

72ND PRECINCT 
SUNSET PARK—WINDSOR TERRACE

Photo con 
A con artist swindled a man out 

of $100 by threatening to release a 
nude photo the victim sent via Face-
book messenger on Feb. 7. 

The low life threatened the vic-
tim online while the man was at 
school between Third and Fourth 
avenues around 12:30 pm on Feb. 7, 
saying he would send the photo to 
the man’s school and work, and de-
manding $1,500 to stop the spread. 

The man instead sent $100 to the 
perp — who police discovered was 
in West Africa’s Ivory Coast — via 
Western Union, but the good-for-
nothing then contacted the man 
through a second phone number to 
demand $200. 

Roof stomper
Police arrested a miscreant who 

stomped on the roof of another man’s 
2001 Nissan Maxima on 51st Street 
on Feb. 6, causing hundreds of dol-
lars worth of damage to the car.

The man stomped on the roof be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues 
around 7 pm, and police arrested 
him the same day, according to a re-
port.

Build site rip-off
A thief stole more than $4,500 

worth of equipment at a 33rd Street 
construction site some time be-
tween Feb. 7 and 8 by removing a 
lock to the front gate and breaking 
two locks on tool containers, ac-
cording to authorities.

The theft occurred between 
Third and Fourth avenues at some 
point between 5 pm on Feb. 7 and 7 
am the following day.

The perp stole two saws, a screw 
gun, a hammer drill, and a building 
laser, offi cers said.

Bagged it 
A thief stole a woman’s designer 

bag and $4,350 worth of valuables 
inside it from within her 2009 Jeep 
Patriot that she parked on Third Av-
enue on Feb. 9, cops said. 

The good-for-nothing made the 
move at some point between 1 and 
7 pm, when the car was parked be-
tween 29th and 30th streets. The 
perp stole the woman’s MacBook 
laptop, a watch worth $2,500, Ugg 
boots, and her pricey Marc Jacobs 
bag. 

The woman did not remember if 
she left her doors unlocked, accord-
ing to police.  — Julianne McShane
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Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 

400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually, 
neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-
tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is 
estimated that between 20% and 40% of these 
operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate 
the DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is 
saving thousands of Americans suffering from 
chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 

works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice 
an unexpected result of space travel: Astronauts 
that left with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 
what they found: During the anti-gravity state of 
the mission there were decompressive forces 
on the intervertebral discs and back pain was 
relieved. How? When you travel through space, 
the effects of gravity are removed and you are in 
a weightless state. All the pressure is taken off 
your spine and discs. Even better — and this is 
the key — a negative pressure is created. This 
negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 
material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation 
sufferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, sci-
atica, herniated and/or bulging discs (single or 
multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet syn-
dromes and a relapse or failure following back 
surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up 
an appointment for a free consultation call Dr. 
Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn 
Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 
York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

www.brfcu.org

718-680-2121
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2 Year CD

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect 
when you make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal 

which may reduce earnings.  Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  
For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.75%.  $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  

All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a sponsor 
of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required

2.0
APY*
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 Check us out at WWW.ditmasrehab.com

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:
Offi ce Reps
Offi ce Supervisors 
Marketing
HR Director

Professional:
Nursing Supervisors
General RNs
 Pediatric RNs
Unit Managers

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It was the party of the cen-
tury!

Hundreds of Brooklynites 
packed a Downtown hotel on 
Feb. 10 to celebrate the Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce’s 
100th year of boosting local 
businesses. But the organi-
zation’s centennial gala was 
just the beginning of its next 
ten decades’ worth of work to 
ensure resilient, sustainable, 
and equitable commercial 
growth in the Kings County, 
its president said.

“The centennial goes way 
beyond one night of celebrat-
ing,” said Andrew Hoan. 

“We’ve come a long way in the 
past 100 years, but we have a 
lot more work to do for the 
next 100.”

The group’s work support-
ing businesses across the bor-
ough fosters lifelong relation-
ships among its members, as 
well as bonds between them 
and other city offi cials, ac-
cording to one attendee who 
joined the festivities at the 
New York Marriott at the 
Brooklyn Bridge.

“It was great to see old 
friends again, especially the 
legislators,” said Dominic 
Mascara, who works at the 
Visiting Nurse Service of New 

York. “I’ve used the Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce to de-
velop relationships with so 
many infl uential people from 
different sectors and indus-
tries.”

The swanky bash in Ameri-
ca’s Downtown featured enter-
tainers who dazzled its nearly 
1,000 guests with talents in-
cluding knife-swallowing and 
snake-charming. And several 
local leaders came out to toast 
the organization on its 100th 
year, including Councilmen 
Robert Cornegy (D–Bedford 
Stuyvesant) and Mathieu Eu-
gene (D–Flatbush), Brooklyn 
Democratic Party boss Frank 

Seddio, Borough President 
Adams, and the beep’s prede-
cessors Marty Markowitz and 
Howard Golden.

But the packed house 
came as no surprise to guests 
who’ve witnessed just how 
many people and companies 
the Chamber has helped in 
its century of service, accord-
ing to the publisher of Courier 

Life Publications.
“When you think about the 

impact the Brooklyn Cham-
ber has had on business in the 
borough, it makes complete 
sense that everybody would 
turn out for this,” said Clif-
ford Luster, who was joined 
by Community News Group’s 
Vice-President of Advertising 
Ralph D’Onofrio.

Chamber a century old
MADE IN BROOKLYN: (Left) Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce president 
Andrew Hoan, center left, was joined by current and past beeps Eric Ad-
ams, Howard Golden, and Marty Markowitz, to his right, as well as the 
Chamber’s chairwoman Denise Arbesu, and its past head honcho Carlos 
Scissura, to his far left. (Above) Courier Life Publications publisher Clif-
ford Luster, left, caught up with Brooklyn Democratic Party boss Frank 
Seddio, center, and Adams.  Photos by Stefano Giovannini
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EMBARGO
PREVENTIVO DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Senior, Disabled, and Veteran Homeowners 
May Qualify for Exemptions, but Must Apply.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Do Not Delay. Respond Today!
Department of
Finance
Jacques Jiha, Ph.D.
Commissioner

Department of
Environmental Protection
Vincent Sapienza
Acting Commissioner

Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development
Maria Torres-Singer
Commissioner
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

PRESIDENTS’ DAY
SALE

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

Back-to-back bloodshed
BY COLIN MIXSON

A shooter killed a 26-year-old man in 
Crown Heights before dawn on Feb. 
9, within walking distance of a grisly 
stabbing that left two people dead in 
Prospect-Lefferts Gardens on the night 
of Feb. 7.

Police found victim Thierno Barry 
bleeding from gunshot wounds to his 
face and torso on Montgomery Street, 
around the corner from his home at 
Bedford Avenue’s Ebbets Fields apart-
ment complex, at 3:12 am, cops said.

Paramedics rushed the man to 
Kings County Hospital, where doctors 
declared him dead, according to au-
thorities.

No arrests were made following the 
early-morning shooting, and an inves-
tigation is ongoing, cops said.

Barry’s slaying came less than 
two days after the brutal stabbing of 
59-year-old Hazel Brown and 65-year-
old Stephenson Bonaparte, who were 
fatally slashed at their Winthrop 

Street home between Nostrand and 
Rogers avenues.

Police discovered the victims with 
multiple stab wounds after respond-
ing to a 911 robbery call at 6:41 pm, of-
fi cials said.

Brown was pronounced dead at the 
scene, and medics rushed Bonaparte 
to nearby Kings County Hospital — 
located less than two blocks from the 
stabbing — but ultimately arrived too 
late, and physicians pronounced him 
dead, authorities said.

The pair’s attacker also remains on 
the lam, according to cops, who said 
their investigation is ongoing.

Anyone with information regarding 
these incidents is asked to call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577–8477. The public 
can also submit tips by logging onto 
the Crime Stoppers website at  www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com  or by texting 
tips to 274637 (CRIMES) then entering 
TIP577. All tips are strictly confi den-
tial.

BY COLIN MIXSON
These girls are on a roll!

Four local Girl Scouts used their 
spare time to fi ll the lanes of Sunset 
Park bowling alley for a Feb. 10 fund-
raiser to help kids in storm-ravaged 
Puerto Rico.

“They wanted to do something for 
kids affected by the hurricanes,” said 
Troop 2672 leader Jeannie Jackson. 
“There were different ways we spoke 
about raising money, and they were set 
on doing the bowling.”

The pint-sized philanthropists — 
Elena Marquez, Samantha Roberts, 
Dahlia Sussman, and Zola Coppa, all 
10-years-old — rallied 16 friends to par-
ticipate in their day of doing good at 
Melody Lanes on 37th Street between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues.

Each kid, including the four orga-
nizers, brought in $60 or more in dona-
tions, resulting in a total of $2,000 in 
contributions toward rebuilding and 
relief efforts on the island territory 
slammed by  Hurricanes Irma  and  Ma-
ria  last year, according to Jackson.

And local businesses including 
Mazzola Bakery in Carroll Gardens 
as well as Boerum Hill’s Exit 9 Gift 
Emporium and Mia’s Brooklyn Bak-
ery donated prizes awarded to the best 
bowlers and Marquez — who brought 
in more than $700, the most money of 
the bunch, the troop leader said.

The youngsters’ threw the fund-
raiser as part of an effort to earn the 
highest honor scouts their age can 
receive: the Bronze Award, which is 
bestowed to teams of girls that make 
a difference in the lives of those in 
need, according to Jackson, who said 

the local foursome will also meet dis-
placed Puerto Rican tykes currently 
living in the city as they work to nab 
the honor.

Funds from the bowling event will 
be donated to a special storm-relief 
fund operated by do-good group Save 
the Children, which has volunteers on 
the ground in Puerto Rico to address 
the needs of kids and families there, 
according to the organization’s web-
site.

Money to spare!
Scouts bowl to raise thousands for storm victims

STRIKE: Girl Scout Zola Coppa and three 
pals staged a bowling fund-raiser for Puerto 
Rico hurricane victims. Photo by Caroline Ourso
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FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

2/14 7AM -2/19 7PM
SALE STARTS 15 1614 17 18 19

EBT

SPECIAL!

GREAT DEAL!

ORGANIC

ORGANIC

Apple Juice

lb.lb.

¢¢8989
Broccoli

Stuffed Green
Olives

Seltzer

Iceberg Lettuce

Enriched Rice Provolone

Red Peppers Grape Tomatoes

Blueberries

22 44$$forfor

$$399399

Seedless Grapes

lb.lb.

$$499499
lb.lb.

Cantaloupes

¢¢9999

Full Line

K

lb.lb.

$$129129

9999¢¢

6969¢¢

$$169169
ea.ea.

Pineapples

Clementines Asparagus

33 1010$$
forfor

D

$$199199

$$199199

¢¢7979

¢¢7979

$$299299 $$349349
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
This park is having a fi eld day!

The city will rip up the track and 
fi eld at Williamsburg’s McCarren 
Park next month so workers can spend 
the next year laying down new rubber 
and artifi cial turf for local athletes, 
according to the Department of Parks 
and Recreation.

And it’s about time, because the 
current fake grass inside the Lorimer 
Street green space between Driggs Av-
enue and Bayard Street is spilling its 
black guts out onto the surrounding 
track, according to one runner.

“It tends to spill out everywhere 
and get on the track. And if it rains, it 
gets really messy,” said Steven Crnic, 
who lives in Crown Heights and works 
at Grand Street’s Brooklyn Running 
Co. store, about a 15 minute walk from 
the park.

The parks department will close 
the artifi cial-turf soccer pitch and 
quarter-mile rubber track around it 
on March 19, before workers lay a new 
fi eld and runners’ path using the same 
materials in a makeover expected to 
wrap next March, according to an 
agency spokeswoman.

But some joggers who throw on 
their sneakers and run ovals every 
week — in rain or shine, and frigid 
temperatures — said fi nding a new 
loop to lap is going to be a headache be-
cause the next best public track, inside 
a park on the distant isle of Manhat-
tan, is also getting renovated.

“We’re actually in the process of fi g-
uring that out,” said Bedford-Stuyve-
sant resident Jennifer Herr, the pres-
ident of the North Brooklyn Runners 
club. “We’re very frustrated.”

But getting new rubber to burn 
is worth the inconvenience of be-
ing booted from the local sprinters’ 

home course provided the job fi nishes 
quickly, according to Herr, who said 
she was surprised to learn the old 
track would be replaced after hearing 
rumors that it was merely closing to 
accommodate the new fi eld’s installa-
tion.

“We are excited to see the track and 
fi eld getting a facelift, but we are also 
hopeful the scheduled work will be 
completed quicker than anticipated, 
so that we can get back to using the 
grounds,” she said.

And in the meantime, parks-de-
partment honchos are working to fi nd 
a sure-footed temporary space for the 
soon-to-be-displaced runners, accord-
ing to spokeswoman.

“We’re currently working on offer-
ings both inside and outside McCarren 
Park recreation center and should 
have an update on that programming 
soon,” she said.

The agency is also installing new 
bleachers, planters, and adult fi tness 
equipment around the track as part of 
the $4-million revamp funded by the 
mayor’s offi ce, according to the spokes-
woman, who said the rest of McCarren 
Park will still be open while the track 
and fi eld are under construction.

GOING FOR GOLD: Joggers from the North Brooklyn Runners club who regularly circle the 
McCarren Park track must fi nd a new oval to loop when the parks department kicks off a 
project to replace the rubber path. Photo by Caroline Ourso 

GAME OFF
McCarren Park track, fi eld closing for reno

GETTING A FACELIFT: The city will close 
McCarren Park’s track and fi eld next month 
for a year-long makeover. Parks Department
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account2 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective December 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 
is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without 
notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. 
Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

24-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

22
CCCeeertififi

15-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

1.75%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

M E N T I O N  “C N G”
E X P I R E S  3 / 1 5 / 2 0 1 8

AviatorCamps.com • (718) 758-7510

Camps@AviatorSports.com

Save up to $200 on Aviator Summer Day Camps

with extended early bird!

Save up to $200 on Aviator Summer Day Camps

with extended early bird!

Featuring four distinct camp 
groups, five rotating daily 

activities, fun and educational 
weekly field trips, hot lunch and 

snack, early drop off, late pick up 
and bus service available.

The experience of a sleepaway 
camp without sleeping over!
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Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Brooklyn was seen but not heard. 

Mayor DeBlasio returned to his 
 old stomping grounds  on Tuesday to 
deliver his fi fth State of the City ad-
dress at Kings Theatre, but Hizzoner 
barely mentioned his home borough 
in the speech, except for shout outs 
to the beep and the historic Flatbush 
playhouse.

The second-term mayor instead 
unveiled lofty goals to make New York 
City the fairest in the country by ex-
panding free education to its youngest 
citizens, addressing the long-forgot-
ten needs of public-housing residents, 
and strengthening police-commu-
nity relationships — a renaissance 
similar to the once old-and-decaying 
Flatbush Avenue theater’s 2013  trans-
formation  into a multimillion-dollar 
venue, according to Borough Presi-
dent Adams. 

“This theater was a gem that had 
to be brushed off to see its original 
beauty, and that’s what the city is go-
ing through,” he said. “The mayor 
has done an excellent job of going into 

the crevices of communities that have 
historically been denied some basic 
services — doing 3-K, looking at NY-
CHA, and looking at the whole stop-
and-frisk issue is really what we need 
a mayor to do.”

DeBlasio spent much of his hour-
long address laying out a 12-point 
plan dubbed “Fairest Big City in 
America,” in which he touched on 
other bullet-point initiatives that in-
cluded the need for more affordable 
housing and better-paying jobs, curb-
ing the  local opioid epidemic , and ad-
vancing his plan  to close the jails on 
Rikers Island .   

The former Park Slope councilman 
then shifted the focus of his address to 
strengthening democracy in the city, 
blasting the Board of Elections for us-
ing an outdated system that leads to 
low voter turnout. 

“You’ve heard being customer-
friendly? Our voting system is about 
as customer-unfriendly as it could 
be,” the mayor said. “It’s not modern, 
it’s not fair, and it needs to change 
now.”

DeBlasio proposed a 10-point plan 
to modernize local elections that in-
cluded hiring the city’s fi rst-ever 
“chief democracy offi cer,” who will be 
charged with registering 15-million 
New Yorkers to vote over the next four 
years and with engaging more youths 
in civic processes, he said. 

“We’ve got to prove to our young 
people that they’ve got the power to 
change the world around them. When 
people feel empowered, they partici-
pate,” he said. “When they can see 
the impact they’re making, they come 
back for more.”

The pol who now holds DeBlasio’s 
old Council seat applauded the may-
or’s push for democratic reform, but 
implored Hizzoner not to forget resi-
dents’ opinions as he works to imple-
ment his plan. 

“It a vital time to re-energize our 
democracy. I hope the conversation 
will be open as opposed to just, ‘Here’s 
the democracy agenda, I am dictating 
it and now you will follow it,’ ” said 
Councilman Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope). “If we can have an inclusive 
conversation, then I think it’s really 
promising.”

Kings return
Hizzoner delivers annual address in Bklyn, 
but borough features minimally in speech

FAIREST OF THEM ALL: Mayor DeBlasio on Tuesday announced his intention to to make 
New York City the fairest big city in America in his annual State of the City speech, in which 
he barely mentioned Brooklyn despite delivering the address at Kings Theatre in Flatbush. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman
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Gala Dinner
& 

Award Ceremony
Thursday, May 30, 2018

8023 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11228

For more information please call Jennifer Stern 
at 718-260-8302 

or email jstern@cnglocal.com

It was a wonderful 
feeling to be among so 
many strong and vibrant 
women who were making 
a difference everyday 
by their work for others. 
What a privilege 
to be recognized 
for my contribution 
to my community, 
my borough, my city!

Marianne Nicolosi Maria Nitti

My experience 
with the Courier Life 

Women of Distinction 
was one that was 
truly admirable. 

Being a part of this 
extraordinary group of women 

who inspire the community 
is an incredible feeling. 
Congratulations to the 

Ladies of 2017!

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s 
2018 Women of Distinction

H O N O R E E S
S. J. Avery
Jewel Brown
Lucina Clarke
Leslie Green
Cassandra Jones-Brennan
Inna Lukyanenko
Kim Maier

Deidre Olivera
Lisette Sosa-Dickson
Rolanda Telesford
Monique Waterman
L. Joy Williams
Teresa C. Younger

Partial List

oper is reportedly buying a lot on Sec-
ond Avenue between 10th and 12th 
streets — now occupied by a Lowe’s 
Home Improvement store — from 
builder Forest City Ratner, and a neigh-
boring parcel on 12th Street along the 
banks of the Gowanus Canal — home 
to the now-shuttered Pathmark super-
market — from current owner Town 
Slope LLC, according to Crain’s, which 
fi rst  reported  the deals that together 
total more than $100 million.

A rep from Two Trees declined to 
comment on the purchases, however, 
and a Forest City rep said the company 
cannot comment on its sale until the 
last document fi nalizing the transac-
tion is signed.

But even after the deals are done, 
the home-improvement retailer’s lease 
for its Gowanus space doesn’t expire 
until at least 2023, Crain’s reported, 
and its honchos have no intentions 
to pack up and leave, according to a 
spokesman.

“We have no plans to close this store 
and can’t speak to Two Trees’ inten-
tions,” said Lowe’s rep Steve Salazar.

Both lots are within the  Southwest 
Brooklyn Industrial Business Zone  — 
an area that local entrepreneurs and 
activists hope will survive any possi-
ble rezoning after the city designated it 
in 2006 to protect Gowanus’s manufac-

turing roots and stimulate economic 
growth in the blue-collar hub.

And the imminent arrival of Two 
Trees — which is also constructing 
the megadevelopment on the  old Dom-
ino Sugar factory campus in Williams-
burg  and donated signifi cantly to De-
Blasio’s campaign, according to a New 
York Daily News  report  — isn’t any 
more worrisome than the potential 
rezoning itself, according to Basile, 
who said a possible construction boom 
is not what the nabe needs amid the 
Feds’  slow-going, years-long scrub of 
the toxic Gowanus Canal .

“We’re no more concerned than we 
were before, we don’t know what [Two 
Trees’s] idea is,” he said. “But we know 
the canal will not be clean for many, 
many years, and if anyone is building 
in the middle of the cleanup, that fur-
ther complicates it.”

ans throughout the job.
Residential and commercial build-

ings on blocks where work occurs will 
lose water service at certain times, but 
the design-and-construction depart-
ment will alert locals in advance, and 
any interruptions will be restored by 
the end of the work day during which 
they occur, Michaels said.

The project also includes the instal-
lation of combined sewers, catch ba-
sins, and manholes, in addition to re-
constructing a triangular pedestrian 
plaza bounded by Eighth Avenue, Flat-
bush Avenue, and St. Johns Place.

Similar work is underway on 
plumbing beneath Leonard Street in 
Williamsburg, and last week the de-
sign-and-construction department 
announced it would use an installa-
tion process called “slip lining” — in 
which new, smaller pipes are threaded 
through larger, older ones — to shave 
one year off that job, which will now 
fi nish in 2019 instead of 2020.

But the technique won’t work in 
Park Slope, Michaels said, because 
the pipes being replaced there are too 
bendy, making it diffi cult to insert new 
tubes inside them.

Residents can contact the city 
about the project via its community 
liason Niel Patel at (347) 889–5271 or 
bed798ccl@gmail.com.

WATER PAIN: The city is replacing pipes beneath St. Johns Place, Flatbush and Sixth av-
enues, and Baltic Street during the next three years. Department of Design and Construction

GOWANUS

CHANGES: Developer Two Trees is in the 
works to buy two lots along the Gowanus 
Canal that include the site of the current 
Lowe’s store and the now-closed Pathmark. 
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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KINGS NISSAN
2758 Coney Island Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-934-3300 • KingsNissan.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 
payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as 
is. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016.

20 Neptune Ave • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-646-3331 • KingsINFINITI.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 

payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as is. 
All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732/7104527.

KINGS  INFINITI

KingsAutoGroup.com

UBER SPECIAL

2012 NISSAN 
ALTIMA S ............................. Buy For

$8,995
Stk #2870, 4 cyl, auto, 80,789 mi.
2016 NISSAN  
SENTRA S  ......................... Buy For

$13,995
Stk #2593, 4 cyl, 4 DR, auto, only 10 mi.
2015 HYUNDAI    
SONATA SPORT .............. Buy For

$14,995
Stk #U5704, 4 cyl, auto, 21,018 mi. 
2014 NISSAN    
ROGUE SV AWD  ............. Buy For

$17,999
Stk #2514, 4 cyl, auto, 25,824 mi.
2014 NISSAN    
MURANO SL AWD  .......... Buy For

$18,995
Stk #2619, V6, auto, Silver, 40,427 mi.
2012 TOYOTA     
HIGHLANDER SE AWD  Buy For

$20,999
Stk #2829, V6, auto, 31,000 mi.
2014 NISSAN    
PATHFINDER SV ............. Buy For

$21,995
Stk #2805, V6, auto, 18,165 mi.
2016 BUICK     
LACROSSE AWD  ...........Buy For

$24,999
Stk #2876, V6, auto, leather, navi, just 5577 mi.
2014 JEEP    
GRAND CHEROKEE 
OVERLAND .......................... Buy For

$28,995
Stk #2868, V6, auto, leather, black, 43,286 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

2011 BUICK   
ENCLAVE CX AWD   ..... Buy For

$11,995
Stk #U5733, V6, auto, black, 47,537 mi.

2015 NISSAN   
ROGUE S AWD   ...........Buy For

$14,995
Stk #2856, 4 cyl, auto, gray, 50,545 mi.

2015 INFINITI  
Q40 AWD  .................... Buy For

$21,995
Stk #U5730, V6, auto, silver, nav, 20,176 mi. 

2014 INFINITI  
Q50 AWD .....................Buy For

$24,995
Stk #U5731, V6, auto, black, nav, 16.009 mi. 

2015 INFINITI  
Q70 AWD ..................... Buy For

$27,995
Stk #2867, V6, auto, blue, nav, 45,535 mi.

2014 INFINITI  
QX60 AWD ..................Buy For

$29,995
Stk #U5698, V6, auto, white, navigation, 32,750 mi.

2014 INFINITI  
QX70 AWD ................... Buy For

$31,995
Stk # U5697, V6, auto, white, 25,716 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

UBER SPECIAL

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

Stk #2869, 4 cyl, auto, black, 24,199 mi.

$13,995
BUY FOR

2015 NISSAN
ALTIMA 

S

2016 TOYOTA                           

HIGHLANDER 
XLE AWD

Stk #U5732, V6, auto, black, 41,533 mi.

$25,995
BUY FOR

IN-STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

BRAND-NEW 2018 INFINITI 

QX60 AWD 
BLACK ON BLACK 

CALL FOR PRICING!
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TREAT YOUR
NEW CAR THIS T

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date: 02/16/2018. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$13,995

37k miles, Stk#34467

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA PILOT

35k miles, Stk#36219

$15,950
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

$20,888
6k miles, Stk#32202

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 FORD ESCAPE
BUY 
FOR:

$16,888
1,813 miles, Stk#30599

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50

PLUS TAX & TAGS
44k miles, Stk#34514

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

SCAPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$14,888
'14 MERCEDES C-300

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#30500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#35901

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
41k miles, Stk#35579

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS
BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MURANO

22k miles, Stk#23332

$12,588
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 HONDA ACCORD

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#30539

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,995

39k miles, Stk#31564

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'06 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
98k miles, Stk#30018

$5,500BUY 
FOR:

28k miles, Stk#31683

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC'13 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'09 HONDA PILOT
$6,995

125k miles, Stk#34486

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 

OPEN ON PRESIDENTS’ DAY!



COURIER LIFE, FEB. 16–22, 2018 23  DT

MF20_NYC_WRAP_2.16_COMMUNITY_1

PRESIDENT’S
DAY SALE

Get a king mattress for a queen price 
plus a free adjustable base.

Save up to $1800

FIRST. TIME. EVER.
ENDS 

TUESDAY!

PLUS

King mattress for a queen price.

Queen mattress for a twin price.

THE BIG PRICE DROP †

FREE 
ADJUSTABLE BASE**

UP TO AN $1198 VALUE FREE
when you
spend just $500+
on a mattress.
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PILLOW TOP MATTRESS PLUSH MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $449
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $499

ONLY $499
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $699

MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $799
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $899

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

PLUSH MATTRESS

ONLY $699
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $799

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

PLUSH MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $899
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $999

ONLY $899
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $999

QUEEN 
MATTRESS.
TWIN 
PRICE.

THE 
BIG
PRICE 
DROP†
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KING 
MATTRESS.
QUEEN
PRICE.

PRICE
DROP.
ALL
BRANDS.

C

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS PLUSH MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $499
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $599

ONLY $699
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $999

MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $899
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1099

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

PLUSH MATTRESS

ONLY $799
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1299

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

PLUSH MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $999
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1299

ONLY $999
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1499
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MF20_NYC_WRAP_2.16_COMMUNITY_4

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 2/14/18-2/20/18 and applies only to 
single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole 
dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement 
for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. Total to pay 
amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. **Free Adjustable Base Off er: Off er valid 2/14/18-2/20/18. Receive a free LP50 adjustable base (up to an $1198 value) with select mattress purchases of $500 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Free adjustable base off er valid to complete 
mattress set, has no cash value and cannot be used as credit. Off er not valid on Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with Black Ice, Serta iComfort or any MAP products. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. †The Big Price Drop: Get select king-sized 
mattresses for the price of a queen-sized mattress. Or get select queen-sized mattresses for the price of a twin-sized mattress. Savings applied to our low price. Savings vary by mattress set and model. Product selection may vary by store. Not valid on previous purchases. Off er not valid on Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest 
Black Memory Foam with Black Ice, Serta iComfort or any MAP products. Limited quantities available; off er valid 2/14/18-2/20/18 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. ††120 Night Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress 
set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 120 days. Our 120 Night Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, doorbusters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the 
manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (e.g., eBay, Craig’s List, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. *†*120 Night Sleep Trial Guarantee: If you are not comfortable with your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 nights from 
your original mattress delivery date. Guarantee is valid for up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) which must occur during the 120-day period from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store savings range from 
$10-$1898. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves 
the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 2/14/18-2/20/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM

ENDS 

TUESDAY!
PRICE DROP.
FAMOUS NAME 
BRANDS.

Minimum purchase of $3999 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 equal monthly payments required. 

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS*
See store for details.

NO CREDIT NEEDEDOR

QUEEN MATTRESS. TWIN PRICE.

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE** +FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE** +FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

CUSHION FIRM MATTRESS FIRM MATTRESS MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS LUXURY FIRM MATTRESS

QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.
WAS $449

ONLY $399 ONLY $599
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $699

ONLY $599
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $699

ONLY $799
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $899

KING MATTRESS. QUEEN PRICE.

KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.
WAS $549

CUSHION FIRM MATTRESS

ONLY $449

FIRM MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $699
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1199

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $699
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $999

MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

LUXURY FIRM MATTRESS

ONLY $899
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1399



COURIER LIFE, FEB. 16–22, 2018 27  DT

RSELF TO A 
TAX SEASON!

CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 02/16/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

8k miles, Stk#34802

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD EXPLORER

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$38,995
'17 CHEVY SUBURBAN

35k miles, Stk#37638

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
'15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

16k miles, Stk#32423

BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707

$27,995$27,288
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,588
'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

12k miles, Stk#31904

BUY 
FOR:

HEROKEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
37,331 miles, Stk#34471

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
23,114 miles, Stk#34718

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888

37k miles, Stk#35672

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
49K miles, Stk#32110

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893

$12,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 ACURA ILX

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

$10,588

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#31477

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
BUY 
FOR:

$9,400
39k miles, Stk#32001

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39,600 miles, Stk#35990

$8,995BUY 
FOR:

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTAROGUGUEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

49k miles, Stk#34212

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
   $9,988BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
6k miles, Stk#2499846k miles, Stk#30543

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
ITH
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AMAZING

AT MAJORWORLD!
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MARINE PARK

As part of Catholic Schools Week, 
generous students at the Good Shep-

herd Catholic Academy made Val-
entine’s day cards and collected funds 
from Dress Down Day to provide treats 
to the seniors at the Parish Friend-

ship Club.
The kick off festivities, which in-

cluded the dress down day, and visit 
to the Friendship club, began with 
a special Mass offi ciated by Father 

With, pastor of Resurrection Par-

ish and Good Shepherd’s Deacon 

Chris. Other events had parents 
sharing experiences on career day; a 
show from the Harlem Magic Mas-

ters; A visit from an Army Vet, Mr. 

Forte, and a blessing of the updated 
computer lab.

Good Shepherd Catholic Academy 
[1943 Brown St., at Avenue S in Marine 
Park; (718) 339–2745]

BAY RIDGE

Calling all essayists
Assemblywoman Nicole Mal-

liotakis (R-Bay Ridge) is hosting a 
Presidents’ Day essay contest for 
students in Brooklyn and Staten 
Island to commemorate the holi-
day. Elementary school students in 
grades three through five are en-
couraged to participate and write 
essays about what they would do if 
they were President to improve the 
community.

“I’m happy to announce my Presi-
dents’ Day essay contest and encour-
age teachers and parents to have 
their elementary school students 
participate as a way to foster an in-
terest in civics,” said Malliotakis. 
“I look forward to hearing from stu-
dents how they would change their 
communities for the better. At a time 
when political divisiveness is so evi-
dent in our culture, it will be refresh-
ing to hear positive ideas from our lo-
cal children and hopefully get them 
engaged in community service,” she 
concluded.

Each participant will receive a cer-
tifi cate of merit from the represen-

tative and contest winners will join 
her for a pizza party in her offi ce in 
March.

All essays must be received by Feb. 

23. Submissions can be sent by email 
to NYSAssembly60@gmail.com

District Offi ce [7408 Fifth Ave., at 
74th Street in Bay Ridge; (718) 987–
0197]

BOROUGH WIDE

Alive at 75
It’s an All-Call to all the men and 

women who served aboard the USS 

Intrepid to celebrate the 75th anni-

versary of the commissioning of the 
carrier. Crew members are invited to 
be reunited at a special 75th Commis-

sioning Anniversary weekend from 

Aug. 16 to Aug. 19, 2018 on board the 
ship.

The Museum is also accepting do-
nations of personal artifacts and mem-
orabilia from former crew members 
and their families to be displayed. 
Each item added to the Museum’s col-
lection helps express and interpret In-
trepid’s stories of service, and serves 
to educate and inspire more than one 
million visitors each year. The cele-
bratory weekend is open to the public 
and features programs and events spe-
cifi cally tailored for former crew mem-
bers and their families, as well as op-
portunities for members of the public 
to interact with visiting former crew 
members.

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

CROWN HEIGHTS

Snip, snip and welcome to the 
Municipal Credit Union for open-
ing up the very fi rst ever interactive 
banking center at Medgar Evers 

College.

The center is designed to pro-
vide the school’s 6,800 plus students 
with a convenient space to conduct 
banking transactions without em-
ployee assistance utilizing digital 
technologies, while also providing 
the school community with a tech-
forward common area. The center 
is also open to the public, provid-
ing convenient banking to mem-
bers living or working in the Crown 
Heights community.

This is the fi rst MCU Corner lo-
cated on any college or university 
campus.

“We are proud to bring MCU ser-
vices to Medgar Evers College with 

our new MCU Corner at Medgar 
Evers College,” said Kam Wong, 
chief executive offi cer and president 
at MCU.

The MCU Corner is located in 
the S-Building of the campus and 
features an MCU ATM, three Digi-
tal Hubs where individuals can 
securely conduct online banking 
transactions while also accessing 
Medgar Evers’ website and student 
portal, phone charging stations 
with USB ports, and a seating area.

Dr. Rudy F. Crew, president of 
Medgar Evers College said, “The 
ribbon-cutting ceremony for a tech-
forward common area with an 
ATM, a monitor, and three iPads is 
a fi rst for a college campus and a sig-
nature moment for the growth of the 
campus.”

Medgar Evers College [1638 Bed-
ford Ave., at Crown Street in Crown 
Heights; (718) 270–4900]

Treats & sweets for the seniors

Interactive branch for students

USS Intrepid is located at Pier 86 
[46th Street and 12th Avenue in Man-
hattan]; or send emails to www.in-
trepidmuseum.org/75, or fcm@in-
trepidmuseum.org.

FORT GREENE

Welcome
Standing O is putting out the 

mat for Dr. Jeffrey Idle, who has 
joined the staff at Long Island 

University School of Phar-

macy as the new Endowed Pro-

fessor and Director of the Divi-

sion of Systems Pharmacology 

and Pharmacogenomics at The 

Samuel J. and Joan B. Wil-

liamson Institute of the Ar-

nold and Marie Schwartz Col-

lege of Pharmacy and Health 

Sciences.

Dr. Idle is one of the world lead-
ers in the fi elds of metabolomics 
and pharmacogenetics. Dr. Idle’s 
work in this fi eld and in phar-
macogenetics has been instru-
mental in moving therapeutics 
towards more patient-specifi c tai-
lored treatments in a broad range 
of medical specialties.

“Dr. Idle’s addition will drive 
LIU’s evolution into a progres-
sive and leading research insti-
tution,” said Dr. John Pezzuto, 
Dean of LIU Pharmacy and Vice 
President for LIU Health and Re-
search.”

When completed in early 2018, 
the new 1,100 square foot lab in 
the refurbished Pharmacy build-
ing will contain state-of-the-art 
liquid chromatography and gas 
chromatography-mass spectrom-
etry equipment, together with ge-
nomic analysis of DNA, allowing 
Dr. Idle and his team to advance 
his vital work at LIU.

“I am excited to join the world-
class team at LIU where there is 
a strong commitment to invest in 
research,” Dr. Idle said.

LIU School of Pharmacy [75 
DeKalb Ave., at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene; (718) 488–1004]

SNIP, SNIP, HOORAY!: Representatives from Medgar Evers College and Municipal 
Credit Union cut the ribbon on MCU Corner, a new interactive banking center on the 
college’s Crown Heights campus.
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Former orphans adopted from 

the Angel Guardian campus in 

Dyker Heights lamented the pos-

sibility that the historic structure 

they once called home will be bull-

dozed by a developer who recently 

bought the sprawling property.

One former orphan said the 

12th Avenue campus built in 1899  

should be preserved, and that to see 

it destroyed would be devastating 

(No place like home: Demolition of 

Angel Guardian building in Dyker 

Heights would be ‘heartbreaking,’ 

old residents say,” by Julianne Mc-

Shane, online Feb. 8). 

The home housed thousands of 

orphaned children until 1973, and 

later a convent for the Sisters of 

Mercy, which recently sold it. The 

soon-to-depart Narrows Senior 

Center set up shop in part of the 

building in 2003, and the home’s 

impending demise drew some im-

passioned reactions:

If one wants to look at the bigger 
picture: the evidence of the nursing 
home sell-off churns into luxury hous-
ing; the hospitals and libraries turned 
into deluxe condos abetted by co-opted 
Council members; the churches assert-
ing self-described moral imperatives, 
yet making pacts with whomever has 
the most bucks — irrespective of those 
who will be negatively impacted. And 
yes, the granddaddy of them all, the 
mayor. 

DeBlasio has the nerve to talk about 
a tale of two cities even as he does his 
reverse Robin Hood, allowing sham 
non-profi ts and giving unaffordable 
“affordable” MIH construction-rezon-
ing gifts to his campaign patrons.

This is an ongoing and consequen-
tial matter — it is a classic bait-and-
switch scheme — and the mayor is 
complicit. Yes, a reverse Robin Hood. 
Steal from the poor to give to the rich: 
subsidies, grants, bargain-basement 
HPD property sales to developers. But 
let the NYCHA residents freeze with-
out boiler repairs for weeks, and live 
in mold-infested and roof-leaking resi-
dences. 

This matter is just another exam-
ple of disregard for the vulnerable — 
the underserved — those who cannot 

buy their way into saving a treasured 
and important community space. 

 Watching failed moral arbiters 

 from Pillaged Brooklyn

I believe this building will be per-
fect for homeless housing, that would 
greatly reduce the homeless problem 
in New York. That would really ben-
efi t the community. 
 Joe Bloe from Bensonhurst

The people who re-elected this 
crooked mayor are the same people 
who think hating President Trump is 
all the message you need. 

That’s what he ran on and that’s 
how he’s governing. Hating Trump is 
more important than being a proper 
landlord to the thousands of residents 
of NYCHA. So they’re all freezing be-
cause the boilers are broken down? 
Let hatred of Trump keep you warm, 
folks! Plus focusing on the evil Trump 
distracts from the mayor’s role in rip-
ping off a nursing home on the Lower 
East Side for a developer friend. 

There’s almost no crime the mayor 
can’t escape by blaming Trump. 
 Jerome from Cobble Hill

Drivers are regularly taking il-

legal shortcuts through Prospect 

Park despite the mayor’s perma-

nent ban on vehicles inside the 

green space, bikers claim (“The 

grass and the furious: Motorists 

keep cruising through Prospect 

Park despite city’s ban on cars in 

meadow, cyclists say,” by Colin 

Mixson, online Feb. 5).

Mayor DeBlasio booted the 

last legally allowed four-wheel-

ers from the park last month, but 

wayward motorists are taking ad-

vantage of temporary barriers on 

roads into the park that don’t fully 

cover their entrances, maneuver-

ing around the blockades by driv-

ing onto curbs and into the green 

space, according to one cyclist. 

And four-wheelers careening 

through the meadow these days are 

far more dangerous to pedestrians 

who aren’t expecting them, yet an-

other bicycle rider said. Predict-

ably, the reactions to these claims 

were plentiful:

I’m in the park nearly every day 
and all of these vehicles have tinted 
windows. Want to make it bet it’s 
police offi cers? 

 Resident from Brooklyn

I’m in the park nearly every day 

and all of these bikers [are] not fol-
lowing rules. Want to make a bet it’s 
nutcases like always. 
 Jim from Greenpoint

I wouldn’t be surprised if the ve-
hicle in that picture is driven by a po-
lice offi cer. Then again, the anti-car 
fanatics will always look for ways to 
blame all motorists rather than just 
the individuals that actually break 
the laws. 

In all honesty, most park-goers 
are more fearful of cyclists, mainly 
because they use the parks as their 
personal Tour de France track. Of 
course there could be more enforce-
ment on that, but then the bike zeal-
ots will still start crying foul and 
claim that they are being picked on.
 Tal Barzilai 

 from Pleasantville, NY

Pols and activists in Brooklyn 

Heights are demanding that Gov. 

Cuomo cool his political spats with 

Mayor DeBlasio and allow the city 

to use a process that will acceler-

ate its repairs to the decaying, tri-

ple-cantilevered Brooklyn–Queens 

Expressway (“Make up before it 

breaks up: Gov. must forget feud 

with mayor, let city fi x BQE faster, 

locals say,” by Julianne Cuba, on-

line Feb. 12).

Lawmakers and local leaders 

again called on Cuomo to green-

light “design-build,”  a process 

that would request one bid for the 

project’s design and construction 

instead of hiring unique fi rms for 

each phase. Council Speaker Corey 

Johnson (D-Manhattan) said that 

since Cuomo approved design-build 

for several other state-run projects, 

his refusal to allow it in the city-led 

expressway fi x must come down to 

his ongoing fi ght with the mayor. 

Some of our readers had their 

own thoughts:

New York City Economic Develop-
ment Corporation and Department of 
Transportation are also actively plan-
ning the Brooklyn Queens Connector 
(BQX). Construction is expected to be-
gin in 2019 and will take fi ve years to 
complete. The route, while not fi nal-
ized, has consistently shown a path 
through Downtown. 

It’s crucial the planners consider 
the cumulative effects on Downtown 
when the BQE and BQX construction 
projects are going on at the same time.
 Bob Grobe 

 from Downtown Brooklyn

Most informed persons don’t see a 
BQX in our futures. The reasons are 
too many to dispute. 

Bottom line: think about things 
we really need and can pay for with-
out causing the severe pain and dis-
location of BQX. I’m informed the 
BQX concept leader has left town for 
Toronto. Trust he’s off [the] DeBlasio 
payroll. Blogger Bill 

 from Boerum Hill

Bill, Giambrone’s Twitter feed and 
Linked In pages both still state that he 
is the director of the BQX project.

That said, I agree with you that the 
project will never be constructed. 

Bob, DOT has told the folks work-
ing on BQX, don’t even think of com-
ing anywhere near the triple cantile-
ver. The warning is probably a moot 
point for the reason already stated.
 Barbara

Whether or not the BQX is built 
has yet to be decided. It’s still listed as 
an active project on the NYCEDC web-
site, so I assume NYC is still consider-
ing the project: https://www.nycedc.
com/project/brooklyn-queens-con-
nector-bqx. 

I agree there won’t be a physical 
overlap between the two projects. 
However, the two projects, together, 
could produce a traffi c nightmare in 
Downtown for several years.

In discussing traffi c, page 21 of the 
January 17, 2018 BQE “Draft Scope of 
Work” details 108 intersections that 
are “potential detour routes during 
construction and intersections that 
may otherwise be affected by construc-
tion-related traffi c fl ow changes.” Fig-
ure 10 shows dozens of these intersec-
tions are in the heart of Downtown.

BQX-related construction into, 
through, and out of Downtown will 
only add to an already diffi cult traffi c 
problem. Bob Grobe 

 from Downtown Brooklyn

Forget the BQX. The infrastruc-
ture of NYC is falling apart because 
two Democrats would rather continue 
a blood feud than govern. 

That fact would be laughable if not 
for all the people that will die as a re-
sult of this. 

If only there was another political 
party that could be functional. 
 Henry Ford from Bay Ridge

Bob, the BQX is like Vietnam. 
Everyone knew that the United 

States had lost the war long before it 
was offi cially over. Barbara

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Ex-orphans: We’d miss our old home 
LETTERS
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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■
COMMUNION 
@ LESTER’S

anhattan subway rid-
ers may be giving seri-
ous thought to jumping 

the turnstile these days. Dis-
trict Attorney Cy Vance an-
nounced that, effective this 
month, his office will no lon-
ger prosecute fare beaters un-
less there is an open warrant 
or a past violent felony con-
viction. Vance’s unilateral 
decision that this violation is 
no longer serious enough to 
enforce is an open invitation 
to start riding the subways 
for free, especially with how 
dissatisfied New Yorkers are 
with the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority.

This ludicrous policy is 
wrong for a number of rea-
sons. First, the job of a dis-
trict attorney is to prosecute 
those who violate the laws 
on the books. And despite 
how Vance has now decided 
to treat it, fare beating is a 
crime. 

Specifically, according to 
Section 165.15 of New York 
State penal law, a person is 
guilty of “theft of services” 
when they have the “intent to 
obtain railroad, subway, bus, 
air, taxi, or any other public 

transportation method with-
out payment of the lawful 
charge.” 

This is a Class A criminal 
misdemeanor. 

Like all laws passed by leg-
islators, it is the job of the po-
lice to enforce them and the 
district attorneys to prosecute 
them. However, the Manhat-
tan district attorney’s office 
seems to feel quite differently, 

according to  Chief Assistant 
Manhattan District Attorney 
Karen Friedman Agnifilo, 

“We just sort of said to our-
selves, ‘What if we decided 
ourselves what we thought 
was worthy of the criminal 
justice system?’ ” she told the 
website Politico.

This logic sets a scary 
precedent and must not be 
permitted.

Another major concern 
about this new practice is the 
loss of revenue to the MTA. 
We all know the MTA needs 
serious cash and that the sub-
way system is a mess. We also 
know that Mayor DeBlasio 
and Gov. Cuomo are at odds 
over how much New York City 
should contribute to improve 
the system. This is why con-
gestion pricing is being con-
sidered, and there will be no 
surprise if fare hikes will also 
be announced sometime soon. 

It is ridiculous to encour-
age more subway riders to 
jump the turnstiles, causing 
the loss of much needed rev-
enue. 

And even though it 
shouldn’t, if the Manhattan 
DA’s office really wanted to 

reduce or eliminate its pros-
ecution of those who beat 
the fare, it shouldn’t broad-
cast its plan to the entire city. 
You don’t need a degree from 
Harvard to figure out that 
more individuals will now 
be emboldened to take their 
chances riding for free with 
this news.

Finally, prosecution of fare 
beating as well as other qual-
ity-of-life violations has been 
a key factor in transforming 
our city from being “ungov-
ernable” to being the safest 
big city in America. Many 
credit this renaissance to the 
efforts of our NYPD and its at-
tention to minor crimes. 

And one of those which 
was majorly enforced at the 
beginning of the turnaround 
was fare beating.

“The New York miracle, if 
you will, began with fare eva-
sion — fare evasion enforce-
ment on the subways 25 years 
ago,” former NYPD Commis-
sioner Bill Bratton said in 
February 2014. 

It has been demonstrated 
over and over that when the 
NYPD arrests fare beaters, 
they often find dangerous 

criminals in the process. 
The threat of criminal 

prosecution pushes most peo-
ple to follow the law. How can 
any reasonable person argue 
with this? 

Think about it: If the 
NYPD knows that the Man-
hattan DA’s Office will just 
let their arrests walk, what is 
the sense of going through the 
motions to book them? And 
once we go down this road, 
we’ll end up with a free for 
all on our already crowded, 
dirty, and delayed Manhattan 
subway lines. 

I have never hidden my op-
position to Mayor DeBlasio 
and his policies, but I com-
mend him today for oppos-
ing Vance on this issue. If 
Cy Vance decides that “theft 
of services” is not worthy 
of prosecution, what other 
crimes will he ignore? Is shop-
lifting next? 

It is a reasonable question 
to ask.

Bob Capano has been an 
adjunct political science pro-
fessor at the City University of 
New York who has worked for 
Republican and Democratic 
elected officials in Brooklyn.

THE RIGHT 
VIEW
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Gala Dinner & Award Ceremony
$100 per seat

8023 13th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11228

For more information 
please call Jennifer Stern 

at 718-260-8302 or 
email jstern@cnglocal.com

It was a wonderful 
feeling to be among 
so many strong 
and vibrant women 
who were making a 
difference everyday 
by their work for 
others.

Marianne Nicolosi Maria Nitti

My experience 
with the Courier Life 

Women of Distinction 
was one that was 
truly admirable. 
Congratulations

to the Ladies
of 2017!

Congratulations
to Brooklyn’s

2018 
Women

of Distinction
H O N O R E E S

S. J. Avery
Jewel Brown
Lucina Clarke
Leslie Green
Linda Halsey

Mitzie Holstein
Cassandra Jones-Brennan

Inna Lukyanenko
Kim Maier

Katarina Martinez
Deidre Olivera

Gabrielle Puglia
Lisette Sosa-Dickson
Rolanda Telesford

Monique Waterman
L. Joy Williams

Teresa C. Younger
Partial List

“That’s a big no-no,” said the cur-
rent driver. “They do have someone 
that monitors our licenses to make 
sure they are valid.”

And Borrero questioned how that 
could have even happened in the fi rst 
place.

“He should never have been behind 
the wheel of that truck,” he said. “How 
did that fall through the cracks? They 
really dropped the ball on that one.”

When police found out Nunez was 
on the road without the proper license 
— a fact authorities never released, 
which this newspaper confi rmed af-
ter speaking to the Ramirez family’s 
lawyer — they slapped him with a 
summons four months after the fatal 
crash. The violation Nunez received 
typically results in a $150–500 fi ne, 
according to a New York State courts 
spokesman.

Still, hitting and killing the cyclist 
while driving without the correct li-
cense was not enough for District At-
torney Eric Gonzalez to press crimi-
nal charges, and the top prosecutor 
absolved Nunez  on Jan. 9 . 

Authorities said the driver didn’t 
know he hit Ramirez and that they 
lacked the evidence needed to charge 
Nunez, in part because they claimed 
there is no surveillance footage of his 
packer truck plowing into the cyclist 
— only clips showing the moments be-
fore and after.

But the district attorney’s pros-
ecutors told the Ramirez family’s at-
torney, Michael Kremins, that video 
clips show Nunez’s helper riding on 
the back of the truck moments before 
the crash, and inside the cabin imme-
diately following it — which the law-
yer said doesn’t add up. An eyewitness 
claimed to see Nunez’s helper in the 
vehicle at the time of the collision, ac-
cording to police. 

This newspaper fi led a Freedom 
of Information Law request on Jan. 
17 for evidence from the fatal crash, 
including video, now that the case is 
closed, but the city denied it, claiming 
the release of such information would 
“constitute an unwarranted invasion 
of personal privacy.”

And Local 813 rep Borrero, former 
Action driver Henry, and the anony-
mous employee still working for the 
company said that all of its trucks 
should be equipped with two cam-
eras.

“Action has cameras equipped in 
their trucks that face inside in the cab 
and face out into the street,” Borrero 
said.

Henry, who left Action in 2014, said 
he remembers the fi rst cameras being 
installed around 2013, and the driver 
currently employed by the company 
said its trucks are equipped with the 
technology.

“They started putting cameras in, 
maybe, 2013, so it’s hard to believe 
[Nunez’s] truck didn’t have a camera,” 
Henry said. “Anything is a possibility, 
but in my perspective, when I worked 
there, once they started using them, 

the cameras worked every day.”
But the district attorney’s rep Oren 

Yaniv claimed the truck Nunez drove 
when he hit Ramirez had no cameras.  

Frydman declined to comment on 
whether all of its trucks are equipped 
with cameras and how many ve-
hicles are in its fl eet — but last De-
cember, months after Nunez hit and 
killed Ramirez, another company rep 
claimed it would fi nish installing the 
technology in all of its trucks by the 
end of 2017, garbage blog Waste360  re-
ported . 

The Greenpoint cyclist isn’t the 
only victim of Action’s drivers — at 
least fourteen people fi led civil suits 
against the company since 2012, after 
collisions with its trucks left them ei-
ther severely or mildly injured,  court 
records show . Five of those lawsuits 
were settled out of court, according to 
the records, which don’t specify each 
settlement’s details.

And Action’s truckers have hit and 
killed  fi ve people , including Ramirez, 
in the last decade, according to mul-
tiple reports. In 2008, an employee 
plowed into British tourists Andrew 
Hardie and Jacklyn Timmons in Man-
hattan, and another Action trucker 
ran over 24-year-old cyclist Timothy 
“TJ” Campbell in Williamsburg later 
that year. And in 2011, a driver backed 
over  Mark Chanko  in Manhattan.

Borrero said the last time he re-
members cops cuffi ng an Action driver 
for a fatal collision was in response to 
the 2008 double fatality, when the em-
ployee hit and killed the two pedestri-
ans after suffering a seizure while be-
hind the wheel.

Authorities charged the driver 
with manslaughter and negligent ho-
micide because they said he chose not 
to take his medication before operat-
ing his vehicle and, according to both 
Borrero and a New York Times  report , 
did not disclose his health condition 
when applying for a commercial li-
cense.

“He falsifi ed the medical exam, and 
he did go to jail,” Borrero said.

But deadly collisions are also dev-
astating to those drivers who don’t in-
tend to harm anyone when they get be-
hind the wheel, he said.

“My worst nightmare is having 
to deal with my members in sanita-
tion getting involved in some kind of 
fatality,” Borrero said. “We don’t go 
out there looking to purposely hit peo-
ple.”

IN ACTION: A helper rode on the back of an 
Action Carting packer truck that rumbled 
along Broadway in Bushwick on Feb. 7. 
 Community News Group / Anthony Rotunno  

TRUCK DEATHS
Continued from page 5 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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By Julianne McShane

He’s just a god from Brooklyn. 
The Norse god Thor will do 

battle with his villainous brother 
Loki at Barclays Center next week, along-
side a longbox-worth of Marvel super-
heroes and their foes, including Spider-
Man, the Green Goblin, Brooklyn kid 
Captain America, the Guardians of the 
Galaxy, and Doctor Strange. The live-
action show “Marvel Universe Live: Age 
of Heroes,” running for nine performanc-
es starting on Feb. 25, is so filled with 
stunts, action, and special effects that it 
leaves the Marvel films behind, said the 
Bedford-Stuyvesant actor who portrays 
the God of Thunder.

“There’s a lot of combat, a lot of cool 
special effects. It’s a stunt show — if 
anything, it’s more like an action movie, 

but live in front of you,” said Gjermund 
Gjesme, who grew up in Norway, just 
like the mythical character he plays. He 
moved to the Borough of Kings in 2014, 
after two years in the Norwegian military 
— a job he said helped prepare him for his 
onstage fights.

“It definitely helps with my mental 
toughness, being able to be fierce and 
ready to deal with how hard it is to 
rehearse a production like this,” he said. 
“But I thought in my mind, if I’m getting 
a role in this production, it’ll be Thor.” 

To portray the stormy deity, Gjesme 
must don an elaborate, colorful costume 
that enhances his already impressive phy-
sique — but which makes the action a 
little more difficult, he said.

“I have a muscle suit, helmet, and cape 
— it makes it extra challenging to per-

form the stunts, but it makes it look even 
cooler if you can do it,” said Gjesme.  

During the show, Thor and his buddies 
team up to wrestle control of a mystical 
McGuffin back from Loki, the God of 
Mischief, who plans to use its power to 
rule the world. The super-battles include 
a large ensemble of battle fighters, who 
wear about 100 outfits between them, 
according to costume designer Mark 
Koss. The superheroes’ super-sized bod-
ies made dressing them a special chal-
lenge, said Koss. 

“One of the really difficult and won-
derful parts of this show was how to cre-
ate costumes that really could be active 
and move, are really durable and cool 
for audience members to watch,” he said. 
“They aren’t humans and therefore don’t 
have human proportions.” 

Rocket Raccoon and Groot, from the 
Guardians of the Galaxy, are the short-
est and tallest characters in the show, 
respectively, and the producers put the 
characters on stage next to each other to 
emphasize their size differences, Koss 
said. 

“We tried to find the shortest actor we 
could to play Rocket and then dealt with 
the proportions,” said Koss, who added 
that Groot towers eight feet high thanks 
to two-foot stilts built into his outfit. 
“Rocket is always next to Groot to make 
Rocket feel shorter and Groot feel taller.” 

“Marvel Universe Live!” at Barclays 
Center (620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, www.barclay-
scenter.com). Feb. 22–24 at 7 pm, Feb. 
23–24 at 11 am and 3 pm, Feb. 25 at noon 
and 4 pm. $19–$120.

Marvel heroes fight evil at Barclays Center

Super Super 
brawlbrawl

Changing of the guard: The actors playing 
the Guardians of the Galaxy in the “Marvel 
Universe Live!” show at Barclays Center  
must wear full-body costumes, stilts, and 
plenty of makeup. Feld Entertainment
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By Julianne Cuba

This show is ’maid in 
Brooklyn!

A pair of Brooklyn 
comedians have put a peppy musi-
cal spin on the dystopian television 
series “The Handmaid’s Tale,” and 
moved its story to the hip Borough 
of Kings. The Hulu series, based on 
Margaret Atwood’s novel about a 
world where the few fertile women 
are forced to become sexual ser-
vants, often features emotional-
ly devastating rape scenes, but 
“Handmaid’s Tale: The Musical,” 
playing at the Bell House on March 
8, drops them in favor of laughs 
and dance numbers, said one of its 
creators.

“We lighten up a lot of those 
things. Part of the reason we want-
ed to do this is watching the show 
is so hard, through humor and 
satire it makes it less of a taxing 
experience for women to watch,” 
said Marcia Belsky who lives in 
Bushwick and co-wrote the parody 
with Greenpoint comedian Melissa 
Stokoski. “We wanted to make it a 
little less rapey for our purposes.”

The bleak nature of the show 
makes it especially funny that it 
would be adapted into a musi-
cal, just like lighthearted recent 
Broadway shows “Groundhog 
Day: the Musical” and “Spongebob 
Squarepants: the Musical,” said the 
writers.

“We were watching ‘The 
Handmaid’s Tale” together and jok-
ing about how everything becomes 
a musical, and how it would be 

funny if ‘Handmaid’s Tale’ did 
because it’s so dark,” said Belsky. 

Belsky and Stokoski re-imag-
ined the story’s main character, 
a handmaid named Offred, as a 
20-something millennial who loses 
her job as a barista, and they trade 
the restrictions imposed by its theo-
cratic army, such as women being 
forbidden to read or move about 
freely, for more lighthearted mod-
ern-day travesties, said Belsky. 

“Offred starts out as sort of 
typical musical theater heroine, 
naive and starry-eyed, excited to 
move to New York,” she said. “We 
sort of rewrite, for our own parody 
purpose, what a coup of this nature 

would look like: our social media 
taken away, my Sephora points 
went to zero — what would it look 
like for us?”

And what better place to set 
a dystopian society than hipster 
Brooklyn, she asked herself. 

“We basically looked at shows 
like ‘Girls’ — pretty much every 
millennial female story takes place 
in Brooklyn, so why not ‘The 
Handmaid’s Tale?’ ” said Belsky. 

“Handmaid’s Tale: The Musical” 
at the Bell House (149 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, www.thebellhouseny.
com). March 8 at 8 pm. $15 ($10 in 
advance).

By Alexandra Simon

Call it motion picture litera-
ture. 

A new film festival will 
showcase the private lives of some 
of the world’s most popular writ-
ers. The inaugural LitFilm Festival, 
debuting on Feb. 20 at the Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central Branch, 
will screen a dozen films that exam-
ine their work of authors and their 
lives behind the pen, said the series 
programmer.

“Some of these of films are 
interesting because we are really 
looking at these subjects, their liter-
ary work, and the characters they 
conceived — and I think that is a 
very important part of literary heri-
tage,” said Jakab Orsos. 

The festival also gives new life 
to films that have languished in 
obscurity, said Orsos. 

“I had the had idea after watch-

ing and learning about different 
documentaries, and it was nice to 
look into these films more, because 
most of the time they are broadcast 
once or twice and they disappear,” 
he said.

One of those old films is 
1989’s “James Baldwin: Price of 
the Ticket,” screening on Feb. 22, 
a documentary that uses archival 
footage of the novelist and black 
gay activist, who died in 1987.

The opening day of the festi-
val will feature a keynote address 
by Rebecca Miller, who directed 
an intimate documentary about her 
father, famed playwright Arthur 
Miller, who wrote “Death of a 
Salesman” and “The Crucible,” 
and the former husband of Marilyn 
Monroe. Her film, “Arthur Miller: 
Writer,” will show on Feb. 21 at 
7:30 pm.

Other films look at the lives 

of authors Alice Walker, Susan 
Sontag, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, 
and William S. Burroughs, along 
with one that examines the birth 
and legacy of the comic book char-
acter Wonder Woman. 

“LitFilm Festival” at Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central Branch 
[10 Grand Army Plaza at Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 
230–2100, www.bklynlibrary.org]. 
Feb. 20–25 at various times. Free.

By Julianne McShane

Hail to the chiefs!
President George 

Washington will don 
his powdered wig and cross 
the Gowanus to join 44 other 
Presidents of the United States 
onstage for a comedy show 
next week. The duo behind 
“Every President Ever: 
Together Again,” at Littlefield 
on Feb. 21, hope the show will 
help Brooklynites to under-
stand the men behind the 
monuments.

“I hope it takes these peo-
ple out of the history books 
a little bit,” said co-creator 
Kate Villa, who will also 
play Teddy Roosevelt. “That 
was definitely our goal, see-
ing these people as humans 
for the first time instead of 
just portraits. They look very 
stoic, inhuman, difficult to 
relate to when you see them 
as portraits, and I think bring-
ing them into the modern day 
is a fun way to engage with 
history.” 

During the show, 45 come-
dians will each portray one 
of the chief executives, wear-
ing a costume of their own 
making and performing a one-
minute sketch that showcases 
that president’s personality. 
The performers drew their 
president out of a hat, said 
the show’s creators, to avoid 
competition over who would 
play Abraham Lincoln, and so 
that someone would play 13th 
president Millard Fillmore. 

Villa and co-creator 
Alexandria Iona, who will 
play James Madison, came up 
with the idea last fall, after 
reading “The Complete Book 
of U.S. Presidents,” a nearly 
1,000-page tome that explores 

the lives and personality of 
the presidents. From the book, 
they learned that President 
Obama loves “Harry Potter, 
doing the dishes, and choco-
late — but hates ice cream,” 
said Iona, and that Jimmy 
Carter is a speed-reader who 
can read more than 2,000 
words a minute.

President Trump will also 
make an appearance at the 
show, but the Tweeter-in-chief 
will get no more time than 
a member of the powdered-
wig brigade, said the creators. 
However, there is something 
special planned for the 60-sec-
ond Trump impersonation 
— it will double as a fund-
raiser for the American Civil 
Liberties Union, though the 
exact details will remain a 
surprise until the show.

Diving into the history 
books to research the show 
gave its creators a welcome 
escape from the daily stress of 
political headlines, said Iona, 
and it helped to give them a 
non-partisan view of history. 

“Going back and reading 
about things we didn’t know 
about presidents from yester-
year has been fun and educa-
tional, because we’re not deal-
ing with it from day-to-day,” 
she said. “It’s non-political, 
and more personality based: 
stuff they liked to do, who 
they hung out with, weird stuff 
they said. It’s more light and 
surprising, and it’s been a fun 
journey discovering some very 
silly things about these guys.”

“Every President Ever” 
at Littlefield (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, www.
littlefieldnyc.com). Feb. 21 at 
9 pm. $8. 

Lit up on screen

SCARLET WOMEN

Blessed be the fruit: Comedians Melissa Stokoski and Marcia Belsky created and per-
form in musical parody version of the bleak television series “The Handmaid’s Tale,” 
at the Bell House on March 8.  Mindy Tucker

Dynamic duo: Kate Villa and Alexandria Iona, the creators of the “Every 
President Ever” show at Littlefield on Feb. 21, will play Teddy Roosevelt 
and James Madison, respectively. Mark Bracamonte

Meet the Prezs
Comedy show welcomes 
45 commanders-in-chief

Musical ‘Handmaid’s Tale’ at Bell House

Lit up: The film “Arthur Miller: Writer,” 
directed by the playwright’s daughter 
Rebecca Miller, will screen at the LitFilm 
Festival at Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central Branch on Feb. 21. Arthur Miller
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FRI, FEB. 16
ART, “WATERFRONT”: An 

immersive, multimedia 
exhibition exploring the 
history of Brooklyn’s coast-
line. $10 ($6 seniors and 
teachers; free for students 
and members). 11 am to 
8 pm. Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society (DUMBO) [55 
Water St. at Main Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

ART, “CORRESPONDENCE”: 
Portraiture and stories 
of the 20-plus remaining 
US-held political prisoners 
jailed for their activism in 
the black liberation move-
ments of the 1960s and 
1970s; from artist Sophia 
Dawson. Free. Noon–6 
pm. Okay Space Gallery 
(281 N. Seventh Street, 
between Havemeyer Street 
and Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg). 

READING, “BEAR AND 
WOLF”: Daniel Salmieri 
reads from his debut pic-
ture book about friend-
ship. Free. 4 pm. Books are 
Magic [225 Smith Street at 
Smith and Butler streets 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
246–2665], www.booksa-
remagic.net. 

DINING, DUCLAW BREW-
ING TASTING EVENT: Du-
Claw brings its stout, por-
ter, IPA, ale, and lager for 
you to sample. Free. 6–8 
pm. Prospect Heights Beer 
Works [648 Washington 
Ave. between Dean and 
Bergen streets in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 623–2337], 
www.phbeerworksny.com. 

THEATER, “A NEW BRAIN”: 
A musical by the Tony 
Award-winning authors of 
“Falsettos, “inspired by 
William Finn’s own near-
death experience. $25 
($20 children and seniors). 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “AMERICAN ES-
CAPE ARTIST”: Thomas 
Solomon will perform a 
solo show of amazing, 
unique escape artistry. 
$15. 8 pm. Coney Island 
USA [1208 Surf Ave. at 
W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159], 
www.coneyisland.com. 

MUSIC, SAMEER GUPTA: 
With Brandee Younger 
Trio. $20–$30. 8:00 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, GAIAMAMOO, 
JANTAR: The fi nal night 
of Mixology Festival 2018 
showcases Japanese duo 
Gaiamamoo, followed by 
Bushwick collective Jantar, 
both combining music with 
visual elements. $20 ($15 
in advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
(509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill), 
www.roulette.org. 

MUSIC, STARCRAWLER: The 
youthful Los Angeles rock 
band brings its frenetic, 
blood-spouting live show 
to Rough Trade. With 
opening acts Dr. Danny 
and Sundown Club. $14 
($12 in advance). 9 pm. 
Rough Trade [64 N. Ninth 
St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–4111], 
www.roughtradenyc.com. 

SAT, FEB. 17
TOUR, BLACK HISTORY 

MONTH AT GREEN-
WOOD: This trolley tour 
ill visit the graves of many 
prominent black New York-
ers, including abolitionists, 
the fi rst black female doc-
tor in the state; New York’s 
fi rst black millionaire, and 
the burial lots known in 
the 19th century as “the 
Colored Lots.”” $20. 11 
am. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

THEATER, “A NEW BRAIN”: 
8 pm. See Friday, Feb. 16. 

THEATER, “EMERGENCY”: 
Daniel Beaty portrays 
more than 40 characters 
in this solo theatrical tour-
de-force about a slave ship 
that emerges out of the 
Hudson River in present-
day New York Harbor. $30. 
8 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.kumble-
theater.org. 

FILM, “THE LEGO BATMAN 
MOVIE”: A free screening 
of the best Batman movie, 
with arts and crafts from 
Project kid! Free. 10 am. 
Industry City Factory Floor 
[274 36th St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (718) 417–
7362], www.industrycity.
com. 

FAMILY, YEAR OF THE DOG 
AT THE PROSPECT PARK 
ZOO: Explore the park’s 
resident canines, the din-
goes, while Chinese The-
atre Works performs pup-
pet shows. $8 ($5 kids). 10 
am–5 pm. Prospect Park 
Zoo [450 Flatbush Ave. at 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 399–7339], 
prospectparkzoo.com. 

FAMILY, LUNAR NEW YEAR 
CELEBRATION: Lunar New 

Year activities through-
out the day, including a 
kid-friendly sing-along at 
11 am; a dumpling cook-
ing demonstration at 2 
pm; and a Lunar New Year 
Parade with the Wan Chi 
Ming Dragon Dance Team 
at 3:30 pm. Free. 11 am–4 
pm. Beyond At Liberty 
View [850 Third Ave. at 
30th Street in Sunset Park, 
(929) 305–3824], www.
bedbathandbeyond.com. 

FILM, “GONE WITH THE 
WIND”: Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center Movie Night pres-
ents a light dinner, pop-
corn, and the classic fi lm. 
$25 ($20 members). 7 pm. 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
[8025 Fourth Ave. between 
80th and 81st streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 836–
3103], www.brjc.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, DERBYTAUNT: 
Gotham Girls Roller Derby 
start-of-season party. 
$15–$20. 9 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

SUN, FEB. 18
THEATER, THEATRESPORTS: 

A zany ensemble of pro-
fessional actors presents 
improvisational theatre 
as a competitive sport. 
$10 (Free for adults). 12 
pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

FILM, “THE GODDESS”: 
The 1934 Chinese silent 
fi lm gets a live score from 
Min Xiao-Fen. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 4 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

THEATER, “EMERGENCY”: 3 
pm. See Saturday, Feb. 17. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The crooner celebrates 

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

the birthday of composer 
Harold Arlen, who wrote 
“Over the Rainbow,” “Ac-
centuate the Positive,” and 
“That Old Black Magic.” 
Free. 1:30–4:30 pm. Gulf 
Coast [6901 Third Avenue 
at 69th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(347)-662–6644]. 

MON, FEB. 19
ART, “CORRESPONDENCE” 

AND SPOKEN WORD: 
Poet Cyrus Aaron performs 
in front of artist Sophia 
Dawson’s paintings of 
imprisoned Black Panther 
leaders. Free. 7 pm. Okay 
Space Gallery (281 N. 
Seventh Street, between 
Havemeyer Street and 
Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg). 

COMEDY, BUTTERBOY: The 
Monday-night comedy 
show hosted by Jo Fires-
tone, Aparna Nancherla, 
and Maeve Higgins wel-
comes rising stars of com-
edy. $10 ($8 in advance). 8 
pm. Littlefi eld (635 Sackett 
St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com.  

TUES, FEB. 20
OUTDOORS, SHELTER 

BUILDING: Urban Park 
Rangers teach kids how to 
create a shelter from natu-
ral and man-made objects. 
Free. 1 pm to 2:30 pm. Salt 
Marsh Nature Center [3302 
Avenue U in Marine Park, 
(718) 421–2021]. 

FAMILY, CELEBRATE THE 
YEAR OF THE DOG: Ming 
Liang Lu demonstrates 
paper cutting, an ancient 
Chinese art form dating 
from the Han dynasty. 
Sponsored by Apple Bank. 
Free. 3 pm. Kings Bay Pub-
lic Library [3650 Nostrand 
Ave. between Avenues W 
and X, (718) 368–1709], 
Sheepshead Bay. 

TALK, “HOW THE POTTY 
TRAINED US”: Shawn 
Shafner unearths the ori-
gins of our current bath-
room taboos and exposes 
how current sanitary prac-
tices threaten our health, 
environment, and the 40% 
of the world still living 
without safe toilets. Free. 
6:30 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.kumble-
theater.org. 

MUSIC, “OYSTER”: An ex-
perimental opera about 
blues and folk music archi-
vist Alan Lomax, who used 
early computer technolo-
gies to analyze sung music 
from around the world. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

WED, FEB. 21
THEATER, “FOUR TREA-

SURES: A Bounty of Tra-
ditional Chinese Perform-
ing Arts”: Chinese Theater 
Works presents a broad 
cross section of Chinese 
operas, music and dance; 
in honor of the lunar new 
year. Free. 3 pm. Highlawn 
Public Library (1664 W 13th 
St. between Quentin Road 
and Kings Highway in Gra-

WED, FEB. 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V INDIANA PAC-
ERS: $13–$757. 7:30 pm.

THU, FEB. 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS V NEW 
YORK RANGERS: $79–
$650. 7 pm.

FRI, FEB. 16
COMEDY, KATT WIL-

LIAMS: $65–$130. 8 pm.

SAT, FEB. 17
MUSIC, LADIES NIGHT 

R&B SUPER JAM: Fea-
turing Bobby Brown, 
Bell Biv Devoe, Black-
street, and more. $81–
$156. 8 pm.

MON, FEB. 19
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V MINNE-
SOTA WILD: $20–$350. 
1 pm.

THU, FEB. 22
THEATER, MARVEL UNI-

VERSE LIVE: $15–$95. 
7 pm.

FRI, FEB. 23
THEATER, MARVEL UNI-

VERSE LIVE: $15–$95. 
11 am, 3 pm, 7 pm.

SAT, FEB. 24
THEATER, MARVEL UNI-

VERSE LIVE: $15–$95. 
11 am, 3 pm, 7 pm.

SUN, FEB. 25
THEATER, MARVEL UNI-

VERSE LIVE: $15–$95. 
Noon, 4 pm.

MON, FEB. 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V CHICAGO 
BULLS: $26–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, MARCH 1
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS V MON-
TREAL CANADIENS: 

$20–$350. 7 pm.

SAT, MARCH 2
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: De-
ontay Wilder v Luis Ori-
tiz. $57–$757. 6 pm.

TUE, MARCH 6
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT: $55. 
Noon.

WED, MARCH 7
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT: $55. 
Noon and 7 pm.

THU, MARCH 8
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT: $55. 
Noon and 7 pm.

FRI, MARCH 9
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT SEMI-
FINALS: $55. 7 pm.

SAT, MARCH 10
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT FI-
NALS: $55. 8:30 pm.

SUN, MARCH 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V PHILADELPHIA 
76ERS: $26–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, MARCH 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V TORONTO 
RAPTORS: $26–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, MARCH 1
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V WASH-
INGTON CAPITALS: 
$15–$400. 7 pm.

Continued on page 39

Black and write: While “Black Panther” is in theaters, Sophia 
Dawson’s “Correspondence” exhibit of paintings of impris-
oned, real-life Black Panther Party members in on display at 
the Okay Space Gallery in Williamsburg. The artist will host 
a spoken-word event at the gallery on Feb. 19 and a closing 
reception on Feb. 24. Sophia Dawson

Bell of the ball: The “Ladies Night R&B Super Jam” at Barclays 
Center on Feb. 17 will have an all-star lineup that includes 
1990s New Jack Swing band Bell Biv Devoe. 
 Associated Pres / Chris Pizzello
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By Winnie McCroy

How Sweet Tits is!
A lesbian punk rock quar-

tet will offer a sneak peek at 
the vulgar, hilarious songs from its 
upcoming album during a concert at 
Freddy’s Bar on Feb. 17. The Brooklyn 
band Sweet Tits, which blends high 
musical talent and lowbrow humor, 
models itself on the fictitious British 
heavy metal band Spinal Tap, accord-
ing to its lead singer. 

“If I could write a song even half as 
good as ‘Big Bottom’ in my lifetime, 
I’d retire happy,” said Lola Rocknrolla, 
who lives in Fort Greene.

In addition to Lola Rocknrolla, 
on vocals and saxophone, the band 
includes Alicia Godsberg on guitar, 
Sandy “Candee” Brockwell on bass, 
and Kiki Barrera on drums. All the 
band members are skilled musicians, 
and several also have a background 
in improv comedy. 

The band started in 2013 with a 
simple ambition: to pick up chicks, 
said Lola.

“Alicia was heartbroken over her 
ex-girlfriend and I was dealing with 
my wife leaving, so we started this 
crazy band to attract chicks who’d 
show us their boobs, and throw their 
underwear at us,” she said.

The band played its first show 
at New York City Pride, and were 
slightly chagrined to see a 12-year-old 
girl head-banging to their profanity-
laden songs. Still, Pride remains the 
band’s favorite gig. With hits includ-
ing “Your Pussy Just Blew My Mind,” 
the band often plays at gay bars and 

burlesque spots in Manhattan, but its 
Brooklyn home is Freddy’s, a quirky 
dive bar renowned for its tater tots, 
said Lola. 

“It’s got a great vibe; we play 
there every New Year’s Eve,” she 
said. “Alicia proposed to her now-wife 
there two years ago to the song ‘Disco 
Pussy,’ a sort of love song to vaginas. 
They got married [at Freddy’s], and 
we all ate tater tots at their wedding.”

The band is currently working on 
its second album, “The Tits Keep on 
Comin.’ ” Candee said that her favor-
ite song on the album is “Chopper 
Punk Rocker,” a love song to her dog, 

while Lola favors “Sleep With the 
Band,” which recounts the band’s ori-
gin story. Guitarist Alicia especially 
enjoys shredding on the tune “Fisting 
on the First Date,” but they all agree 
that the vulgar ode to a female body 
part “C---” is their current favorite.

“Most of our music is really stu-
pid,” said Lola. “We vow to be the 
dumbest band in Brooklyn, if not in 
the world.” 

Sweet Tits at Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 18th 
streets in Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131, www.freddysbar.com). Feb. 
17 at 10:30 pm. Free.

By Julianne McShane

This weekend in Bay Ridge will 
be music to your ears!

On Saturday, cruise over to 
Red, White, and Brew (8910 Fifth 
Ave. between 89th and 90th streets) 
to fill your afternoon with British 
rock hits: the septet London Fogg will 
play its beloved repertoire of tunes 
from across the pond by the Beatles, 
the Rolling Stones, the Animals, and 
more. The free four-hour set kicks off 
at 3:30 pm. 

After the show, slow it down with 
some soulful melodies! Mosey over to 
Brooklyn Firefly (7003 Third Ave. 
at Ovington Avenue), where the Ken 
Simon Quartet will play a free two-
hour jazz concert starting at 8:30 pm. 
The group will perform the songs of 
jazz legends including Miles Davis, 
John Coltrane, Thelonius Monk, and 
Charlie Parker.

And you can keep the music train 

rolling all night by homing in to the 
Three Jolly Pigeons (6802 Third Ave. 
at 68th Street) for the music of Full 
Disclosure, who will play three sepa-

rate sets of classic and alternative rock, 
modern hits, Motown, and party music. 
The trio takes the stage at 10 pm. 

On Sunday, sashay all the way 
to Gulf Coast (6901 Third Ave. at 
Bay Ridge Avenue) to hear crooner 
Martin McQuade serenade you with 
songs from composer Harold Arlen — 
whose creations include “(Somewhere) 
Over the Rainbow,” “Blues in the 
Night,” and “Accentuate the Positive” 
— beginning at 1:30 pm. Pianist Dan 
Furman will accompany McQuade for 
the free, three-hour show to celebrate 
Arlen’s 113th birthday. 

Finally, close out your weekend 
of musical indulgence with one more 
concert. On Sunday night, set your 
blue suede shoes stepping over to the 
Greenhouse Café (7717 Third Ave. 
between 77th and 78th streets) to hear 
Tommy Anderson and Mary Ellen 
take on their favorite oldies of the 
Elvis generation at a free 6 pm show.

By Adam Lucente

This workshop has a 
lot of buzz!

A rooftop farm 
in the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard will teach urban-
ites the secret to raising 
bees and harvesting their 
honey while in a crowded 
borough. And those who 
take the “Introduction to 
Beekeeping” class at the 
Brooklyn Grange on Feb. 
18 may learn something 
from the way the industri-
ous insects work togeth-
er, said one of the farm’s 
founders.

“They all work col-
laboratively to the ben-
efit of the organism,” said 
Anastasia Plakias. “In a 
city like New York, it can 
feel like we’re working 
against each other.”

Brooklyn Grange 
keeps 30 beehives at dif-
ferent rooftop locations 
throughout the city, and its 
bee classes are among its 
most popular events, said 
Plakias. The class on Feb. 
18 is designed for those 
who are totally new to the 
subject, covering bee anat-
omy, their role in the envi-
ronment, and how much 
outdoor space you need to 
keep a beehive — which is 
less than you might think, 
said its teacher.

“Four by four feet is 
enough space to keep a 
beehive,” said Carin Zinter, 
a professional beekeeper. 
“It’s not space intensive.”

Bees also require a 
source of fresh water near 
the hive, she said, and 
beekeepers must register 
their hives with the New 

York City Department of 
Health.

Bees are dormant for 
the winter, so the beekeep-
ing season in Brooklyn 
typically begins in April. 
But those seeking sweet 
returns must be patient, 
said Zinter — beekeepers 
usually harvest honey in 
the fall of the year after 
starting the hive. During 
the first year, the hive will 
need all its honey as a 
food source to survive the 
winter. 

Those who do not keep 
bees can still support the 
busy buzzers by buying 
local, said Zinter.

“If you buy local honey, 
it supports local beekeep-
ers,” she said. “People 
sometimes don’t think 
about where the honey they 
buy comes from.”

Brooklynites can also 
support the green spaces 
that bees need, said Zinter.

“Rooftop farms, gar-
dens, parks. Support these 
spaces anyway you can,” 
she said.

Zinter and Brooklyn 
Grange have a bee in their 
bonnet about the honey 
producers, bee-cause bees 
pollinate a wide variety of 
the vegetables and fruits 
that humans eat.

“They’re out there polli-
nating our food and plants,” 
said Plakias. “They’re criti-
cal to the ecosystem.”

“Introduction to 
Beekeeping” at Brooklyn 
Grange (63 Flushing Ave. 
at Clinton Avenue in Fort 
Greene, www.brooklyn-
grangefarm.com]. Feb. 18 
at 11 am. $45. 

Music soothes the savage Bay Ridge

BAND OF BOOBS

Sax and sexy: The lesbian rock band Sweet Tits, shown chilling at an ice cream truck, will 
rock Freddy’s Bar on Feb. 17. 

Oh say can you bee: Brooklyn Grange will host an “Introduction 
to Beekeeping” class on Feb. 18, where you can learn how bees 
like these produce honey.  ©Esther Horvath

Oh, bee-hive!
Rooftop farm teaches 
backyard beekeeping 

‘Dumbest band in B’klyn’ rocks Freddy’s
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vesend). 
EVENT, “SPIRITS IN THE 

STUDIO”: Brooklyn Para-
normal Society is hosting a 
free paranormal investiga-
tion at Douglass Recording 
in Gowanus. Free. 7:30 
pm. Douglass Recording 
(332 Douglass St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.bkps.
co. 

THURS, FEB. 22
READING, SONIA SAN-

CHEZ CELEBRATION: The 
National Coalition of 100 
Black Women honors Sonia 
Sanchez with an evening 
of social justice–infused 
poetry and spoken word 
performances. $25. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
brooklynmuseum.org. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 
Theater 2020 presents Ste-
phen Sondheim’s musical 
about fi gures who tried to 
take out U.S. Presidents. 
$40 ($30 seniors and stu-
dents). 8 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St. 
between Court and Clin-
ton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489–5200], 
www.sfc.edu. 

Continued from page 37 FILM, KEVIN GEEKS OUT 
GOES PUNK!: Come-
dian Kevin Maher hosts 
this video variety show 
that looks at punk rock in 
popular culture, with spe-
cial guest speakers. $16. 
9:30 pm. Nitehawk Cinema 
[136 Metropolitan Ave. be-
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

COMEDY, DEMETRI MAR-
TIN: Stand-Up Comedy. 
$35. 10 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

FRI, FEB. 23
ART, THE RED ENVELOPE 

SHOW: A celebration of 
Chinese Lunar New Year, 
with original artwork on 
red envelopes by 150 art-
ists. Traditional lion dance 
begins at 8:30 pm. Free. 7 
pm. Grumpy Bert (82 Bond 
Street between Atlantic 
Avenue and State Street in 
Downtown). 

TALK, CURRENCY: Visual art-
ists, neighbors, and activ-
ists gather to explore the 
current monetary system, 
its roots in the free labor 
of enslaved Africans, and 
how to change it. Free. 7 

pm. Brooklyn Navy Yard 
Bldg 92 (63 Flushing Ave. 
at Carlton Avenue in Fort 
Greene). 

MUSIC, “DEEP FRIED CELLO 
WITH STEAMED VOICE”: 
An experimental classical 
music performance with 
food created to compli-
ment each of three sets. 
$35. 8 pm. Mirror Tea 
House [575 Union St., #A, 
between Third Avenue and 
Nevins Street in Gowanus, 
(917) 909–0577], www.mir-
rorinthewoods.com.

SAT, FEB. 24
MUSIC, REGINA OPERA 

EMBRACES WINTER: A 
free concert featuring 
opera and Broadway selec-
tions. Free. 2 pm. Vesuvio 
Restaurant (7305 Third 
Avenue between 73rd and 
74th Streets in Bay Ridge), 
www.reginaopera.org. 

MUSIC, “EXCUSE ME WHILE 
I KISS THE SKY”: A Jimi 
Hendrix tribute show fea-
turing Wilco’s Nels Cline. 
$15. 5 pm. Brooklyn Music 
School Playhouse [126 St. 
Felix St. between Lafay-
ette Avenue and Hanson 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
638–5660], brooklynmusic-
school.org. 

ART, “CORRESPONDENCE” 
CLOSING RECEPTION: 
Sophia Dawson’s paint-
ings of imprisoned Black 
Panther leaders closes 
with performances by Chet 
Gold, Jahshua, and Gemi-
nelle. Free. 7 pm. Okay 
Space Gallery (281 N. Sev-
enth St., between Have-
meyer Street and Meeker 
Avenue in Williamsburg).

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS 
PERFORMANCES HOME

Tony Nominee Jarrod Spector 
(Beautiful: The Carole King Musical, Jersey Boys)

Saturday, March 3, 2018 at 8:00 p.m. | $32 

The Prodigals Band with 
World-Champion Irish Step Dancers!

Friday, March 16, 2018 | $32 

“Oh what a night: 
Broadway tenor 
Jarrod Spector charms 
the audience!”– Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“Indelibly Irish!” – The New York Times

(718) 368-5596
www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org

Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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To 
advertise  

your 

SCHOOL or 
EDUCATION  
PROGRAM

call
718.260.2555

SAVE 
MONEY

BY SHOPPING 
IN OUR 

CLASSIFIEDS

Advertise Your  
Job Opening In Our  

HELP WANTED 
SECTION

Call 718.260.2555
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 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable 
upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Pay-
ments/purchase option: $9,900/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), $9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). 
Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore 
excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. 
DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988. www.PremierLincoln.com
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Auto NetAuto Net

$275†

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

LINCOLN  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

�

INCREDIBLE LEASE DEALS RIGHT NOW!

$275 per month 36 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, 
A/C, and Much More! MSRP $37,575, VIN#3LJR609322, $4,677 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, $3,757 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $2250 Lincoln RCL 
Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 2/28/18. 

$275 per month 36 month lease. 100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, 
Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $36,190, VIN#5LJUL03678, $4,539 
Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,619 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $1000 RCL Cash. Tax, 
Title MV fees add’l. Expires 2/28/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKC PREMIERE

YOUR
CHOICE

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

2015 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Blue, Sunroof, 
Nav. 40K Mi, Stk#2639F

 $24,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Auto, A/C, Green. 50K 
Mi. Stk#2606F.

 $16,895BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2016 LINCOLN MKX AWD Select

Auto, A/C, Nav, Moonroof, 
Black and More! Stk# 2694F 

 $32,995BUY
FOR

*

2015 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4x4

Auto, Leather, Nav, Black, 
46K Mi, Stk#2758F

 $34,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 
6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, 
A/C & Much More! MSRP $42,455, 
VIN#2LJBL20229. $5,219 Due at 
Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, 
$4,245 Down Payment, $645 Bank 
Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title 
& MV Fees addt’l. Expires 2/28/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

$339 PER MO.
36 MOS
LEASE

†

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS! 

2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
SPECIAL LIVERY PRICING

ON SELECT MODELS! 

CERTIFIED


