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FREE

*On Purchases of $2,000 or more made with your Lumber Liquidators 

credit card from February 7-20, 2018. Subject to credit approval. 

Minimum monthly payments required. See store for details.

 Months Promotional 
Financing Available*18

Ends Feb 20!SPRING
FLOORING KICK-OFF SALE

Laminate Flooring

55+ 
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from 49¢
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60+ 
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Wood-Look 
Waterproof

water

PROOF
Prefi nished Hardwood

$179220+ 
varieties

from 
sq ft

Prefi nished Bamboo

$15955+ 
varieties

from 
sq ft

While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change.
See store for details.

1-800-HARDWOOD
lumberliquidators.com

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Its the Sahadi’s experience — 
on steroids!

Beloved Brooklyn Heights 
grocer Sahidi’s will open its 
 long-awaited super-sized sec-
ond location  in Sunset Park’s 
Industry City later this year 
— a more-than-a-football-
fi eld-sized store with an open 
kitchen, bar, and event space.

Going bigger in the bor-
ough is  the natural next move  
for the 70-year-old shop, ac-
cording to its co-owner.

“Brooklyn is a dynamic 
place,” said Bay Ridgite Chris-
tine Sahadi Whelan. “The In-
dustry City store will allow us 
to share the beloved Sahadi 
food and hospitality culture in 
a new, modern setting.”

The new 35th Street outpost 
of the bulk-goods emporium — 
famous for its bins full of Mid-
dle-Eastern delicacies, includ-
ing nuts, dried fi gs, spices, and 
roasted coffee — will also offer 
weekend brunch, a prepared-
foods section with a dining-in 
area, and a saj — a griddle for 
making fl atbread that the own-
ers fi rst saw on a trip to Bei-
rut —  according to New York 
Magazine , which also noted 
that the owners want to serve 
“lesser-known dishes” includ-

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
City transportation offi cials 
were a no-show at a meet-
ing about safety plans for the 
Fourth Avenue “death trap” gas 
station just a block from an ele-
mentary school in Sunset Park, 
and the Department of Trans-
portation is keeping locals in 
the dark, said one parent at the 
Feb. 9 meeting at PS 172.

“It’s easy for the [Depart-
ment of Transportation] to 
duck and hide when nobody’s 
holding them accountable and 
responsible to the parents,” 
said Arsenia Reilly-Collins, 
who lives on 31st Street. “We 
have no idea what their design 
plan is. How do they do that 
with no parent involvement?” 

The agency didn’t send a 
representative to the meet-
ing at PS 172, but called the 
school’s principal, Jack Spa-
tola, beforehand to tell him it 
was drafting a safety design 
plan to prevent drivers from 
illegally driving and revers-
ing onto the unmarked side-
walks to reach the gas pumps 

Super-size 
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coming to 
Sunset Park

Parents: City 
ignoring us on 

‘death trap’ 
gas station
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Happy Lunar New Year!
A passerby stops to take a sefl ie with costumed characters outside Borough Hall to celebrate the 
Lunar New Year. Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Coney Island’s councilman 
has introduced a bill to make 
it easier for lower-income prop-
erty owners in high-risk fl ood 
zones citywide to get cheaper 
fl ood insurance. 

The bill would help home 
and business owners more 
affordably protect their 
properties from more in-
tense fl oods and hurricanes 
brought about by climate 
change, Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island) 
told this paper, claiming that 
his offi ce found that 80 per-
cent of homeowners who are 
required to buy fl ood insur-
ance are overpaying. 

“As we rightfully focus on 
the impact of resiliency and 
climate change and more fre-
quent storms, we do also have 
to take into account afford-
ability, and it’s very concern-
ing when we learn that the 
majority of homeowners who 
already have fl ood insurance 
are overpaying,” Treyger said. 
“[The bill] is a win-win for ho-
meowners who are still recov-
ering from the worst storm in 
history as well as the increased 
risk that climate change poses 
to our community.” 

Treyger’s bill would make 
the elevation certifi cates free 
for building owners in high-
risk fl ood zones whose income 
does not exceed 115 percent of 
the area median income for 
households in the city, which is 
$87,860 for a two-family home 
and $109,710 for a family of 
four,  according to the city De-
partment of Housing Preserva-
tion and Development.  

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency requires 
property owners in high-risk 
fl ood zones — known as “spe-
cial fl ood hazard areas,” which 
have a 1 percent or greater risk 
of fl ooding in any given year — 
to obtain an  elevation certifi -
cate  to prove their buildings 
are properly raised before they 
can buy the  mandatory fl ood 

insurance required by Con-
gress .

The certifi cates can save ho-
meowners thousands of dollars 
on fl ood insurance over time by 
helping them secure the lowest 
possible premiums for their 
properties, but the purchase 
of the certifi cate itself can be 
anywhere from $800–$1,000, 
 according to the city , making 
Treyger’s bill a potential boon 
to low- and moderate-income 
homeowners in fl ood zones. 

Much of Coney Island lies 
in a special fl ood hazard area, 
 according to the federal agen-
cy’s website , although many 
Coney Islanders and other resi-
dents of Treyger’s district al-
ready receive free certifi cates 
thanks to the Governor’s Of-
fi ce of Storm Recovery, the 
Center for NYC Neighbor-
hoods, and the Neighborhood 
Housing Service — through a 
program which Treyger and 

Councilman Chaim Deutsch 
(D–Sheepshead Bay) pushed to 
expand throughout the south-
ern portion of the borough last 
year. 

But much of the waterfront 
in Dumbo, Downtown, Red 
Hook, and Sunset Park is also 
considered a high-risk zone, ac-
cording to the federal agency. 
Plus, the Feds are  again re-
drawing fl ood maps,  Treyger 
said, meaning even more New 
Yorkers could fi nd themselves 
in nabes considered “special 
fl ood hazard areas,”  causing 
their fl ood insurance premi-
ums to shoot up . 

The bill would become go 
into effect 120 days after be-
coming law, and Treyger said 
he would leave it to the city 
to determine which agency 
would preside over providing 
trhe certifi cates, not ruling out 
Build It Back.

Treyger said the bill sup-

ports  Mayor DeBlasio’s long-
stated goal of closing the city’s 
affordability gap  and address-
ing the dan gers posed by cli-
mate change . 

“I believe that this bill aligns 
with the mayor’s message of ad-
dressing the affordability crisis 
in the city, and he has acknowl-
edged time and time again of 
the increased risk of climate 
change and frequency of these 
storms,” Treyger said. “Judg-
ing by his own words and past 
initiatives, this should be a no-
brainer, common sense piece of 
legislation to protect the most 
vulnerable residents of the city 
of New York.”
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By Julianne McShane

He’s just a god from Brooklyn. 
The Norse god Thor will do 

battle with his villainous brother 
Loki at Barclays Center next week, along-
side a longbox-worth of Marvel super-
heroes and their foes, including Spider-
Man, the Green Goblin, Brooklyn kid 
Captain America, the Guardians of the 
Galaxy, and Doctor Strange. The live-
action show “Marvel Universe Live: Age 
of Heroes,” running for nine performanc-
es starting on Feb. 25, is so filled with 
stunts, action, and special effects that it 
leaves the Marvel films behind, said the 
Bedford-Stuyvesant actor who portrays 
the God of Thunder.

“There’s a lot of combat, a lot of cool 
special effects. It’s a stunt show — if 
anything, it’s more like an action movie, 

but live in front of you,” said Gjermund 
Gjesme, who grew up in Norway, just 
like the mythical character he plays. He 
moved to the Borough of Kings in 2014, 
after two years in the Norwegian military 
— a job he said helped prepare him for his 
onstage fights.

“It definitely helps with my mental 
toughness, being able to be fierce and 
ready to deal with how hard it is to 
rehearse a production like this,” he said. 
“But I thought in my mind, if I’m getting 
a role in this production, it’ll be Thor.” 

To portray the stormy deity, Gjesme 
must don an elaborate, colorful costume 
that enhances his already impressive phy-
sique — but which makes the action a 
little more difficult, he said.

“I have a muscle suit, helmet, and cape 
— it makes it extra challenging to per-

form the stunts, but it makes it look even 
cooler if you can do it,” said Gjesme.  

During the show, Thor and his buddies 
team up to wrestle control of a mystical 
McGuffin back from Loki, the God of 
Mischief, who plans to use its power to 
rule the world. The super-battles include 
a large ensemble of battle fighters, who 
wear about 100 outfits between them, 
according to costume designer Mark 
Koss. The superheroes’ super-sized bod-
ies made dressing them a special chal-
lenge, said Koss. 

“One of the really difficult and won-
derful parts of this show was how to cre-
ate costumes that really could be active 
and move, are really durable and cool 
for audience members to watch,” he said. 
“They aren’t humans and therefore don’t 
have human proportions.” 

Rocket Raccoon and Groot, from the 
Guardians of the Galaxy, are the short-
est and tallest characters in the show, 
respectively, and the producers put the 
characters on stage next to each other to 
emphasize their size differences, Koss 
said. 

“We tried to find the shortest actor we 
could to play Rocket and then dealt with 
the proportions,” said Koss, who added 
that Groot towers eight feet high thanks 
to two-foot stilts built into his outfit. 
“Rocket is always next to Groot to make 
Rocket feel shorter and Groot feel taller.” 

“Marvel Universe Live!” at Barclays 
Center (620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, www.barclay-
scenter.com). Feb. 22–24 at 7 pm, Feb. 
23–24 at 11 am and 3 pm, Feb. 25 at noon 
and 4 pm. $19–$120.

Marvel heroes fight evil at Barclays Center

Super 
brawl

Changing of the guard: The actors playing 
the Guardians of the Galaxy in the “Marvel 
Universe Live!” show at Barclays Center  
must wear full-body costumes, stilts, and 
plenty of makeup. Feld Entertainment

Help for homeowners
New law helps fl ood-zone residents keep insurance costs down

PAPERS PLEASE: (Above) The Federal government requires homeown-
ers in high-risk areas to pay to elevate their homes to get a break on 
their fl ood insurance, and also makes them pay as much as $1,000 on top 
of that to get a certifi cate to prove it. (Right) Councilman Mark Treyger’s 
proposal would have the city foot the bill for that paperwork for low- and 
middle-income households.
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BY ADAM LUCENTE
A Gerritsen Beach pizzeria 
has come up with a fi shy way 
to help customers observe 
Lent.

Victoria Pizzeria is kick-
ing off Lent by introducing a 
menu of seafood pizzas and 
dishes the for entire 40 days 
of Lent — complying with 
certain Christian denomina-
tions’ prohibitions on eating 
meat during the period. The 
joint’s manager says the menu 
will allow people to satisfy 
their cravings for meat pizzas 
while observing the strictures 
of Lent.

“As someone that follows 
Lent, I think it’s great,” said 
Joe Gencarelli. “You’re not 
tempted by everything else 
and stay in your beliefs.”

Lent is a 40-day period that 
begins on Ash Wednesday, 
which is on Feb. 14 this year, 
and ends shortly before Easter 
Sunday. Catholics typically 
do not eat meat on any Friday 
during this period, and some 
give up meat all together for 
the duration of Lent. Fish is 
allowed in its place, however. 
Lent aims to replicate Jesus’ 
sacrifi ce when he spent 40 
days and nights in the desert.

Victoria Pizzeria’s Lent 
menu includes an array of fi sh 
dishes, including shrimp piz-
zas and shrimp parmesan, ac-
cording to the “Special Lent 
Menu.” The pizzeria also puts 
non-fi sh meatless dishes on 
the Lent menu, such as a rice 
ball with cheese. Owner Sal-
vatore Genova said that some 
of the seafood items, such as 
the shrimp fra diavolo, a sea-
food linguini dish, stay on the 
menu year-round. Others, like 
the shrimp pizza and the rice 

ball, are only available during 
Lent.

The pizzeria has been 
around since 1962, but Genova 
became the owner two years 
ago. Last year was the fi rst 
time Victoria Pizzeria offered 
the Lent menu, and Genova 
said it was a hit.

“It did very well,” he said. 
“We sold a lot of shrimp 
pizza.”

Gencarelli said they have 
to add extra staff due to the 
menu’s popularity.

“It’s gonna be busy,” he 
said. “Not a lot of places offer 
a menu just for Lent.”

The pizzeria started the 
menu because Genova and 
Gencarelli are both practicing 
Catholics, but also because of 
the large Catholic presence in 
Gerritsen Beach and nearby 

Marine Park and Sheepshead 
Bay, according to Gencarelli.

“Our customers are mixed 
religiously,” he said. “But 
there’s a big Catholic presence 
around here.”

Non-Catholic customers 
can still order pepperoni piz-
zas and other meat dishes 
during Lent at Victoria Pizze-
ria, however. The staff simply 
keeps the meat supplies away 
from the Lent-compliant sup-
plies, Gencarelli said.

“We have everything for 
people who don’t do Lent,” 
he said. “We keep the Lent 
sauces separate from the meat 
sauces.”

Victoria Pizzeria. [2716 
Gerritsen Ave., between Ever-
ett and Florence avenues, (718) 
891-9496, http://victoriapiz-
zanyc.com/]. 

PIZZA PRIDE: Salvatore Genova of Victoria Pizzeria in Gerritsen Beach 
is serving up a half calamari, half eggplant pizza that meets to no-meat 
requirement for those who observe Lent.  Photo by Jon Farina

Don’t give up pizza!
Gerritsen Beach pizzeria offers special 

menu of seafood dishes during Lent

MEATLESS MENU: Joe Gencarelli and Salvatore Genova of Victoria Pizzeria created the special Lenten menu 
so their customers can still enjoy great pizza, even when avoiding meat. Photo by Jon Farina

WANTED: Police are searching for two or three men wanted for ques-
tioning in relation to a string of four robberies in the Brighton Beach 
area between December and January. NYPD

Police hunting suspects 
in string of muggings
BY JULIANNE MCSHANE

The police are asking the 
public to help identify two of 
three men who are wanted 
for questioning in connection 
with a string of four violent 
robberies between December 
and January in the Brighton 
Beach area. 

The fi rst incident took 
place on Dec. 20, when three 
men approached a man walk-
ing near Brighton Sixth 
Street and Ocean View Av-
enue around 9:40 pm. Police 
say one of the perps punched 
the man in the face while the 
other two grabbed his cash 
and headphones, worth about 
$140 total. They fl ed on foot on 
Ocean View Avenue towards 
Brighton Fifth Street. 

On Christmas day, three 
men came at a man from be-
hind as he was walking near 
Brighton Avenue and Brigh-
ton Fourth Street at around 
6 am. One punched him in 
the back of the head, caus-
ing pan and swelling, and an-
other took his cell phone and 
wallet, worth $900 total. The 
group fl ed on foot, and the 
victim sustained minor inju-
ries, according to police. 

And on Dec. 30, police say 
a trio of men approached an-
other man walking near Nep-
tune Avenue and Brighton 
Fourth Street around 2 am, 
when one struck the man’s 
face with an unknown object 
— causing cuts and bruising 

— while two others took his 
wallet with $70 inside before 
fl eeing on foot. 

Then, almost a month 
later — on Jan. 26 — a pair 
of perps punched a man who 
was walking near Neptune 
Avenue and Brighton Fourth 
Street in the face, caus-
ing bleeding and swelling, 
just before 1:30 am, accord-
ing to police. The other took 
the man’s wallet, which had 
about $100 inside, and both 
fl ed on foot, police said. 

Police describe all three 
men as in their 20s, and re-
leased surveillance of who 
they believe to be two of the 
suspects in the hope the pub-
lic can help identify them.

The fi rst is about fi ve 
feet nine inches tall and 150 
pounds, and was last seen 
wearing a dark jacket and 
pants with white sneakers. 
The second is about fi ve feet 
ten inches tall, 160 pounds, 
and last seen wearing a 
white hoodie, dark jacket and 
pants, and brown shoes.  

Police are asking anyone 
with information regarding 
the incident to call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577–8477, or 
for Spanish, (888) 577-4782. 
The public can also submit 
tips by logging onto the Crime 
Stoppers website at  www.nyp-
dcrimestoppers.com  or by tex-
ting tips to 274637 (CRIMES) 
then entering TIP577. All 
calls are strictly confi dential.
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The ELITE PROTOCOL
MIC-B12 Lipotropic Injections
HCG + Appetite Control
Designed to Attack Weight Loss 
From Every Angle
HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating 
      Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & 
      Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

Inquire within now!  917.444.3043

                 B Q B82B7

BEFORE AFTER

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!
If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 

selling or appraisal contact our expert: 
at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$A
VE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2017.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They need to work it out so the real 
work can begin!

Gov. Cuomo must look beyond his 
public political spats with Mayor De-
Blasio and allow the city to use a pro-
cess that will accelerate its repairs to 
the Brooklyn–Queens Expressway’s 
decaying triple cantilever in Brook-
lyn Heights, local pols and activists 
demanded during a rally at the foot of 
Montague Street on Feb. 9.

State lawmakers and local leaders 
again called on Cuomo to green-light 
“design-build” — a process that would 
request one bid for the project’s design 
and construction instead of hiring 
unique fi rms for each phase — weeks 
after they fi rst demanded  he revise his 
recently unveiled budget to include au-
thorization for it . 

“The only obstacle I can see is this 
rancor between Albany and the city, 
and that’s just completely unaccept-
able,” said Peter Bray, the head of civic 
group the Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion, which is bussing local advocates 
up to the state Capitol on March 6. “Our 
neighborhoods deserve better, and our 
communities should not be collateral 
damage to this political fi ghting.”

Cuomo approved design-build for 
multiple state-run projects, including 
the recently built Kosciuszko Bridge 
and a new span touting his family’s 
name, so his refusal to allow it in the 

city-led expressway fi x must come 
down to his schoolyard fi ght with Hiz-
zoner — which has also included bouts 
over  deer  and the  subway system  — es-
pecially because authorizing the pro-
cess won’t cost the state a dime, the 
newly elected Council speaker said.

“If it’s good enough for the new 
Kosciuszko Bridge and the new Ma-
rio Cuomo Bridge, why is it not good 
enough for the Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway?” asked Councilman Corey 
Johnson (D–Manhattan). “It doesn’t 
make any sense. We should put poli-
tics aside.”

Although he said he supports ex-
panding design-build, Cuomo released 
his fi rst draft of the budget without 
it on Jan. 16. He had until Feb. 15 to 
make amendments — including au-
thorization for the process — before 
both houses in Albany prepare their 
own fi scal plans that, together with 
the governor’s, will be used to create a 
fi nal budget that must be approved by 
April 1.

Design-build proponents argue it 
will cut about $113 million from the 
job’s current $1.9-million price tag, 
and speed up the reconstruction of the 
1.5-mile stretch of expressway between 
Atlantic Avenue and Sands Street by 
at least two years.

Local transit honchos now expect 
work to begin in 2024 and wrap in 2028, 

DEMANDING NOT ASKING: Councilman Mark Treyger says the state must pass legislation 
to speed up repairs to the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway.  Photo by Zoe Freilich

Make up before 
it breaks up!

Locals to Gov, Mayor: stop feud, fi x BQE

Continued on page 25
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Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 

400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually, 
neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-
tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is 
estimated that between 20% and 40% of these 
operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate 
the DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is 
saving thousands of Americans suffering from 
chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 

works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice 
an unexpected result of space travel: Astronauts 
that left with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 
what they found: During the anti-gravity state of 
the mission there were decompressive forces 
on the intervertebral discs and back pain was 
relieved. How? When you travel through space, 
the effects of gravity are removed and you are in 
a weightless state. All the pressure is taken off 
your spine and discs. Even better — and this is 
the key — a negative pressure is created. This 
negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 
material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation 
sufferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, sci-
atica, herniated and/or bulging discs (single or 
multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet syn-
dromes and a relapse or failure following back 
surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up 
an appointment for a free consultation call Dr. 
Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn 
Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 
York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM

BY COLIN MIXSON
These girls are on a roll!

Four local Girl Scouts used 
their spare time to fi ll the lanes 
of Sunset Park bowling alley for 
a Feb. 10 fund-raiser to help kids 
in storm-ravaged Puerto Rico.

“They wanted to do some-
thing for kids affected by the 
hurricanes,” said Troop 2672 
leader Jeannie Jackson. “There 
were different ways we spoke 
about raising money, and they 
were set on doing the bowling.”

The pint-sized philanthro-
pists — Elena Marquez, Saman-
tha Roberts, Dahlia Sussman, 
and Zola Coppa, all 10-years-old 
— rallied 16 friends to partici-
pate in their day of doing good 
at Melody Lanes on 37th Street 
between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues.

Each kid, including the four 
organizers, brought in $60 or 
more in donations, resulting in 
a total of $2,000 in contributions 
toward rebuilding and relief 
efforts on the island territory 
slammed by  Hurricanes Irma  
and  Maria  last year, according 
to Jackson.

And local businesses includ-
ing Mazzola Bakery in Car-
roll Gardens as well as Boerum 
Hill’s Exit 9 Gift Emporium and 
Mia’s Brooklyn Bakery donated 
prizes awarded to the best bowl-
ers and Marquez — who brought 
in more than $700, the most 
money of the bunch, the troop 
leader said.

The youngsters’ threw the 
fund-raiser as part of an ef-
fort to earn the highest honor 
scouts their age can receive: 
the Bronze Award, which is 
bestowed to teams of girls that 
make a difference in the lives 
of those in need, according to 
Jackson, who said the local 
foursome will also meet dis-
placed Puerto Rican tykes cur-
rently living in the city as they 
work to nab the honor.

Funds from the bowling 
event will be donated to a spe-
cial storm-relief fund operated 
by do-good group Save the Chil-
dren, which has volunteers on 
the ground in Puerto Rico to ad-
dress the needs of kids and fami-
lies there, according to the orga-
nization’s website.

They’ve raised money to spare!

BOWL OF LOVE: Girls Scouts Elena Marquez, Samantha Roberts, and Malia Rodriguez used the power of 
bowling to raise $2,000 for Puerto Rican hurricane victims during a bowl-a-thon fund-raiser on Feb. 10. 
 Photo by Caroline Ourso

Local Girl Scouts bring in thousands for hurricane victims at bowling fund-raiser
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avities are a problem for adults 
and children alike. Some people 
seem more susceptible to cavities 

than others, and the pH of the mouth 
and other factors may play a role in 
the formation of cavities.

The number of dental cavities in-
creases with age. According to the Na-
tional Institute of Dental and Cranio-
facial Research, dental decay remains 
the most prevalent chronic disease in 
both children and adults, even though 
it is largely preventable. It may seem 
like children who love sugar would 
have the highest rate of cavities, but 
data actually shows that 92 percent 
of adults in the U.S. ages 20 to 64 have 
dental caries in their permanent teeth 
and an average of 3.28 missing teeth. 

Bacteria is the main culprit be-
hind cavities. Bacteria migrate into 
the mouth and are constantly present 
on the gums, teeth, and tongue. Most 
oral bacteria are not harmful, but 
certain types can prove troublesome. 
Bacteria attach to the enamel of the 
teeth and eventually start to form a 
colony. Proteins present in saliva mix 
with the bacteria, which then forms 
a hard layer on the tooth known as 
plaque.

Sugar plays a role in the process 
because the bacteria use sugar as 

a food source. The sugar also helps 
them stick to the tooth surface, mak-
ing it more difficult for bacteria to be 
cleared away with saliva. As bacte-
ria eat the sugar, they produce waste, 
which is acidic. Over time, this acid 
can wear away at the tough enamel on 
teeth, making it porous. These holes 
can become bigger, eventually form-
ing what is known as a cavity.

It may take a while before you re-

alize you have a cavity because the 
enamel of the tooth doesn’t have nerve 
fibers. But once the cavity becomes 
large enough to expose the sensitive 
dentin within, pain ensues.

Cavities can be largely prevented 
by brushing and flossing regularly to 
remove extra bacteria from the teeth, 
and preventing them from attaching 

and building up on the teeth.
Regular dental check-ups and 

cleanings also play a preventative 
role. Dentists have equipment that 
can effectively clean teeth in areas 
that can sometimes be difficult to keep 
clean with just manual brushing.

Medications and biology can affect 
the pH of a person’s mouth and con-
tribute to the formation of dental car-
ies. When pH drops, demineralization 
of the tooth enamel occurs and cavi-
ties form. Some forms of bacteria con-
tribute to tooth decay more than oth-
ers.

As mentioned, sugar feeds bacteria 
growth. Research by the American 
Academy of Pediatric Dentistry has 
found that it’s not often the amount 
of sugar eaten at a given time, but the 
frequency of sugar exposure that can 
lead to cavities. Sucrose, it seems, is 
bacteria’s preferred energy source. 
Saliva production is important for 
keeping bacteria at bay. Individuals 
who produce less bacteria, due to med-
ication or their physical history, may 
be more susceptible to caries (decay 
and crumbling of a tooth or bone).

Dental cavities are a common 
health problem. Knowing what causes 
them can help with prevention. 

earning to brush their own 
teeth is a lesson all children 
must master. Although par-

ents ultimately may have chil-
dren who become proficient at 
brushing their own teeth, getting 
them to floss is generally more 
difficult.

The National Health and Nutri-
tion Examination Survey from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention found that 41 percent 
of children aged 2 to 11 had tooth 
decay in their first teeth. Dental 
caries are common among chil-
dren, likely because they have not 
become proficient at taking care 
of their teeth. 

Soft, sticky foods are common-
place in young kids’ diets, and 
these can promote decay. Even 
well-intentioned gummy vita-
mins can be sources of dental de-
cay. Oftentimes, these foods be-
come lodged between the teeth or 
on the surface of molars. If left in 
contact with the teeth for too long, 
food particles become a source of 
carbohydrates for oral bacteria, 

and cavities may appear as a re-
sult.

To remove food particles from 
between the teeth, children must 
floss, advises the American Acad-
emy of Pediatric Dentists. It is rec-
ommended that parents help their 
children to floss as soon as two 
teeth are touching and continue 
to do so until the child is around 
the age of 8, when a child should 
have enough dexterity to do it on 
his or her own.

Flossing is essential to mak-
ing sure children do not experi-
ence cavities at an early age, and 
it can establish practices that pro-
mote oral health throughout life. 
Despite being so important, many 
parents fail to encourage flossing 
or are at a loss as to how to make 
it enjoyable and effective.

Although regular dental floss 
is one of the first tools for floss-
ing, the dexterity required to wind 
the floss around little fingers and 
then thoroughly clean the teeth 
may discourage children. Par-
ents can look into the wide ar-

ray of flossing helpers available 
at the store. In fact, many age-ap-
propriate flossers are now avail-
able that feature fun designs and 
smaller profiles to fit into kids’ 
mouths more easily. Flossers may 
be attached to a handle to make 
back teeth more accessible and 
promote more effective flossing. 
Manufacturers such as DenTek, 
Butler GUM, Plackers Kids, Dr. 
Fresh, Oral-B, and Brush Buddies 
offer children’s flossers. 

Kids who shy away from floss-
ing may be more likely to use a 
children’s water flosser. In lieu of 
string floss, a water flosser uses 
a pressurized stream of water to 
dislodge food from between teeth. 
Although a water flosser may be 
more messy, children may enjoy 
the opportunity to “play” with 
water and the cleaning sensation 
provided.

To prevent the buildup of 
plaque and the development of 
dental caries, parents should edu-
cate children about proper floss-
ing techniques.  

N AT I O N A L  C H I L D R E N ’ S  D E N TA L  H E A LT H  M O N T H
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FEBRUARY IS NATIONAL CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH
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Children’s smiles brighten our lives. Let’s 
give them healthy smiles that last a lifetime!

Good dental habits start at a young age 
and continue as children grow with: 

• Regular dental checkups (2x a year)

• Brushing and flossing (at least 2x a day)

• A healthy diet with fruits and vegetables

Fidelis Care covers preventive, routine, and 
emergency dental care for kids under 19 
through the New York State-sponsored 
Child Health Plus program.
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63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Shoplifter cuffed
Police busted a man who they 

say shoplifted at an Avenue U de-
partment store on Feb. 8.

Cops say the suspect entered the 
location near E. 54th Street around 
4 pm and used a credit card with a 
fake identifi cation card to steal sev-
eral items of pricey designer under-
wear, socks, shirts, and a coat. He 
was apprehended by police near the 
location and cuffed.

Wallet snatch
A sneak thief lifted a woman’s 

wallet at a Ralph Avenue bar on 
Feb. 6.

The woman told police that she 
had been at the location near Foster 
Avenue around 2:30 am. She didn’t 
realize her money pocket was miss-
ing from her handbag until later 
that afternoon, after receiving a 
banking alert notifying her that one 
of her debit cards that was taken 
with the purse had been used. 

Cops say that still later, the vic-
tim noticed that her card was used 
to book a ride-sharing service and 
transfer money to an online pay-
ment system. The woman then can-
celled all debit and credit cards lost 
with the purse.

Overnight steal
A nogoodnik stole several items 

from a car parked on E. 58th Street 
sometime overnight on Feb. 8.

The victim told police that her car 
was parked near Avenue L around 8 
pm and when she returned to it 12 
hours later, she discovered her wal-
let — containing several debit and 
credit cards — a jacket, and a food 
appliance were all gone, according 
to the report. 

Offi cers said there was no dam-
age to the car indicating a break-in.

Shatter and scatter
A bandit broke into a car parked 

near E. 46th Street and Avenue H 
sometime overnight on Feb. 8. 

The victim told cops that he 
left his vehicle by the intersection 
around 10 pm and returned to it 
the next day at 2 pm to discover the 
back passenger side window shat-
tered. The thief got away with the 
car’s driver side air bag, chargers, 
and credit and debit cards, accord-
ing to the police.

— Alexandra Simon

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Cold call 
A con artist swindled an 86th 

Street resident out of $7,500 on Feb. 
8 by pretending to be a rep from the 

Internal Revenue Service.
The thief called the victim, who 

lives at Shore Road, between 12:40 
am and 1 am and requested that 
he go to Best Buy to put $6,000 on 
gift cards and give the crook the 
pin numbers to the cards over the 
phone. 

Once the victim did that, the no-
goodnik demanded an additional 
$4,500 in Target gift cards, which 
the victim handed over. But when 
the swindler demanded another 
$8,000, the man refused, hung up, 
and contacted the police. 

Not-so-lucky day 
A thief stole $300 and lottery tick-

ets from an 86th Street store on Feb. 
11. 

The miscreant walked into the 
store between Third and Fourth av-
enues at about 6:45 pm and handed 
an employee a note demanding 
she give him the lottery tickets be-
fore telling her to also give him the 
money from the register. The em-
ployee also said she saw the butt of 
a gun sticking out of the bandit’s 
front left jacket pocket, but that he 
was covering his face with a scarf. 

After making the steal, the lout 
fl ed down 86th Street towards Third 
Avenue, and then towards 87th 
Street.  

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Rubber check
A scammer conned a W. Sixth 

Street women into depositing a 
fraudulent check worth nearly 
$3,000 with the promise of a job on 
Feb. 2, police said. 

The woman, who lives between 
Avenue P and Quentin Road, con-
tacted the liar about the job she saw 
on Craigslist around noon, and the 
lout promised her the position if she 
followed instructions about deposit-
ing a check for $2,950. 

The weasel sent the woman the 
bogus check, which she deposited 
into her own account, and then she 
transferred the funds to the con be-
fore the bank notifi ed her that the 
check was worthless.. 

Broom to the head 
A no-goodnik whacked a man in 

the head with a broomstick on 85th 
Street on Feb. 7.

The assault occurred between 
Bay Parkway and 23rd Avenue just 
before 3 pm after the goon followed 

the man into a Bay Parkway bo-
dega between 85th and 86th streets. 
Emergency medical personnel took 
the hurt man to Lutheran Hospital. 

Out of pocket 
A trio of good-for-nothings crept 

up on a man after he left an 18th Av-
enue cash machine on Feb. 10 and 
stole $900 from his pocket. 

The louts approached the man 
at 66th Street at around 5 pm, when 
one brute grabbed him from behind 
and the other two went through his 
pockets, grabbing the cash. 

Choke point 
A pair of punks assaulted and 

threatened to shoot a man before 
stealing his cellphone and jewelry 
on Bay 25th Street on Feb. 11.

The thieves cornered the man be-
tween Benson and Bath avenues at 
around 2 am, when one put the vic-
tim in a chokehold while the other 
held an object to his stomach and 
threatened to shoot him. 

The pair grabbed his jewelry 
and phone from his pocket and 
then fl ed on Bath Avenue towards 
Bay Parkway. 

Cashed out 
A lout stole nearly $2,000 from a 

24th Avenue resident’s checking ac-
count on Feb. 8, according to police.

The woman, who lives between 
86th Street and Benson Avenue, 
said the scoundrel made a total of 
six withdrawals from her account, 
totaling $1,960, at some point after 
midnight.  — Julianne McShane

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Choked and robbed
Some lowlifes choked and robbed 

a woman on Avenue Y on Feb. 6.
The 52-year-old victim said she 

was near Ocean Avenue at 2 am 
when an unknown group of men 
came up to her from behind, put her 
in a chokehold, and punched her 
in the face, injuring her. They also 
took her iPhone 5, purse, and shoes, 
according to authorities.

Cops said the woman walked to 
the precinct to report the incident 
after it occurred. 

Cash grab
A bunch of crooks ransacked an 

automated teller machine at a bo-

dega on Avenue U on Feb. 9.
The victims said they left the 

store near E. 21st Street at 11:30 pm. 
When they returned at 8:30 am the 
next day, they realized that some-
one had entered through the back-
door and turned off the cameras, ac-
cording to the police report. 

The bandits stole $700 from the 
register, 15 packs of Newport ciga-
rettes, and $4,500 from the cash dis-
penser, police reported.

Police said they are looking at 
camera footage from the parking 
area. 

Jerk robs friend
A jerk beat up and robbed a man 

he knew on Avenue U on Feb. 8.
The 18-year-old victim said he 

got off the bus near Nostrand Av-
enue at 9 am and started walking 
towards E. 29th Street. Then at 9:05 
am, the thief forced him into a store 
on Avenue U near E. 29th Street 
and punched him in the face sev-
eral times, bruising him, police re-
ported. The frenemy then took the 
victim’s iPhone 7 Plus and a Versace 
hat, according to the report. 

Offi cers said they did not fi nd 
the thief after searching the area 
and that there is no camera footage 
available of the incident. 

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Razor slashing
A good-for-nothing cut a woman 

with a razor blade in a diner on Mer-
maid Avenue on Feb. 9. 

The 18-year-old victim told po-
lice she was having an argument 
with the person at the eatery near 
Stillwell Avenue at 5:05 pm when 
the scoundrel slashed her face with 
the blade. 

Police said the victim suffered 
several cuts to her face and that the 
baddie fl ed on Neptune Avenue to-
wards Stillwell Avenue.

PayPal theft
A no-good thief stole more than 

$2,500 in PayPal credit from a Hub-
bard Street woman on Jan. 14.

The 45-year-old victim, who lives 
near Avenue Y, said the thief made 
charges totallying $2,551.54 to her 
PayPal credit, police reported.

Hit and rob
Three punks robbed a man on 

Bay 47th Street on Feb. 8. 
The 37-year-old victim told offi -

cers he was near Bath Avenue at 9 pm 
when the three punks hit him in the 
face and took $40 out of his wallet.

The man received medical treat-
ment for injuries he sustained in 
the incident, police said. 

— Adam Lucente
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2 Year CD

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect 
when you make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal 

which may reduce earnings.  Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  
For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.75%.  $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  

All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a sponsor 
of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required

2.0
APY*

State-of-the-Art Cosmetic Dentistry Procedures 
Designed to Make the Best First Impression Possible

Joseph Lichter, D.D.S.
Now Offi ce Hours Available in Manhattan

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Call today for a convenient appointment 718.339.7878
www.JosephLichterDDS.com

1420 Ave. P, 2nd Floor Btw. E. 14th & 15th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11229

200 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10016

NEW PATIENTS ONLY

$99
Dental Cleaning & Exam 

(Brooklyn location only)

® Whiter Teeth in 
Just ONE Visit!

Teeth whitening has become an essential part of personal maintenance.
When you have a set of stunning pearly whites, your quality of life 

and self-esteem will soar.
Whether you want in-offi ce or at-home whitening, 

we have a brilliant solution for you.

PORCELAIN VENEER 
If you have chipped, dull, rotated or gapped teeth, ask us about porcelain veneers. Porcelain 
veneers are known to be the most durable, life-like, and esthetic cosmetic dental solutions 
for a plefora of dental challenges. Veneers are a rapid way to adjust the alignment, shape, and 
size of your current teeth. They’ll completely revitalize your smile and the best news is that 
they typically take only 2 visits 1 week apart. There is ZERO down time 

Veneers is a beautiful quick-fi x for decay, chips, rotations, gaps or discoloration. This relatively 
noninvasive procedure can restore the look and function of your natural teeth.

Dental Implants replace a missing tooth, creating 
a seamless and beautiful smile. As a world class 
prosthodontist, Dr. Lichter has advanced training in 
the creation and replacement of dental implants. His 
goal is a natural, attractive smile that lasts a lifetime.

DENTAL IMPLANTS
(Abutment & Crown Additional Cost)

Designed as an alternative to traditional braces, Invisalign® can inconspicuously 
straighten crooked and unevenly spaced teeth. Invisalign® eliminates bulky metal 
brackets and wires by using a system of clear plastic aligners instead. Each set of 
aligners is custom-made to fi t the patient’s teeth comfortably while gently guiding the 
teeth into their ideal position Dr. Lichter recommends Invisalign® for patients who want to discreetly improve the 
appearance of their smile and function of their bite. 

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

A

UTODENT COLLISION COR

P

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

  Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
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myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

Add saving to your to-do list!

12–MONTH CD 24–MONTH CD

1.86% 
APY1 2.10% 

APY1

NYCB ELITE RATES

$500 minimum to open and to earn interest. Get these 
great rates when you enroll in NYCB Elite, link your CD to 
a new or existing NYCB Elite Gold Checking account and 

maintain $100,000 or more in combined balances2.

Open a CD

1 Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) above are accurate as of date of publication and are 
subject to change without notice. The minimum balance to open the promotional CDs 
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����������������������
������	����	����	����������������������	�������
penalty may be imposed for withdrawals before maturity. Fees could reduce earnings. 
The Promotional CDs must be opened with new money not currently on deposit with 
the Bank.

2 To earn 1.86% APY on the 12-Month CD or 2.10% APY on the 24-Month CD, 
enrollment in NYCB Elite Gold or Platinum is required. NYCB Elite Gold Checking 
account minimum to open is $5,000. NYCB Elite Relationship Terms and Conditions 
�����������������������	����!�	�����	�����������""�������#���������&��'�����	���	��
in combined balances in the NYCB Elite Gold relationship to waive monthly fee. Those 
not enrolled in NYCB Elite will earn 1.76% APY on the 12-Month CD or 2.00% APY 
on the 24-Month CD.

Offer may be withdrawn at the discretion of the bank at any time.
©2018 New York Community Bank – Member FDIC

Best on the block for taxes
H&R Block has served Brooklyn’s tax 

needs for decades. With multiple offices in 
every neighborhood it is quick and easy to get 
an appointment with an experienced, friendly 
and knowledgeable tax pro in your area! We 
are open nights and weekends and even offer a 
free drop off service for those who don’t want 
to wait. Now through February 28th we are 
offering FREE 1040EZ preparation to those who qualify as well 
as a refund advance which may entitle you to up to $3,000 of your 
refund on the day you file!

Call 1-800-HR-Block to schedule your appointment or go online to 
HRBlock.com to find an office near you.

Sick driver faces manslaughter 
for fatal East Flatbush crash

BY COLIN MIXSON
The district attorney charged a sickly 
motorist with reckless manslaughter 
for hitting and killing a man in East 
Flatbush last year, claiming the driver 
with multiple sclerosis knew better 
than to get behind the wheel in his con-
dition.

“This was a preventable death that 
could have been avoided if the defen-
dant had listened to his own doctor’s 
advice, instead he got behind the wheel 
and now an innocent father is dead,” 
said Eric Gonzalez.

The 41-year-old defendant was in 
the driver’s seat of his 2004 Nissan 
Pathfi nder on Avenue A near Rem-
sen Avenue around 5:20 pm on Jan. 9, 
2017, when his neurological condition 
caused his leg to seize up on the gas 
pedal, sending his car hurtling down 
the street at a speed of at least 60 miles 
per hour, where it struck six vehicles 
before plowing into victim Marlon 
Palacios near Linden Boulevard about 

two blocks away.
A subsequent investigation re-

vealed that the motorist’s physician 
told him not to drive following his 
multiple-sclerosis diagnosis, Gonzalez 
said.

The top prosecutor charged the 
defendant with second-degree man-
slaughter, criminally negligent homi-
cide, and reckless driving before a Su-
preme Court judge on Thursday, and 
the man faces up to 15 years in prison 
if convicted, Gonzalez said.

The ill man’s indictment came after 
two other high-profi le fatal collisions, 
in which drivers with suspended or 
expired licenses hit and killed pedes-
trians but were not charged with man-
slaughter.

Last month, Philip Monfoletto 
killed 13-year-old bike rider Kevin 
Flores in Bedford-Stuyvesant  while 
behind the wheel of an oil truck with a 
suspended license . 

BY COLIN MIXSON
A Ditmas Park man lured underage 
teenage girls into having sex with him 
using Facebook and false promises of 
cash, before blackmailing at least one 
victim with footage of their illicit af-
fair, according to the district attorney.

“This defendant is allegedly a sex-
ual predator who targeted vulnerable 
young girls in a cruel scheme,” said 
Eric Gonzalez, who charged the man 
before a Supreme Court Judge on Feb. 
7.

The 26-year-old defendant ap-
proached multiple girls as young as 
14-years-old on social media using the 
name “Coolen Jay,” offering money if 
they agreed to have sex with his friend 
“Teddy” — another alias for himself, 
Gonzalez said.

One 15-year-old girl slept with the 
suspect on multiple occasions between 
April and September last year, before 
refusing to see him again after she re-
alized his promises of cash were bo-
gus, the top prosecutor said. 

But after she stopped having sex 
with him, the defendant sent a video 
he recorded of the victim in the act to 
her friends, and shared it on an online 
porn site, according to Gonzalez, who 
said the girl found out about the video 
from her school principal before she 
contacted authorities.

A police investigation revealed that 

the man used his lurid scheme to lure 
two other girls, ages 14 and 15, into 
having sex with him, neither of whom 
he paid, the district attorney said.

Prosecutors charged the suspect 
on multiple counts of rape, sexual 
misconduct, and child-endangerment 
charges, Gonzalez said.

CYBER CREEP
DA indicts Ditmas Park man for targeting 
young girls in social-media sex scheme

DANGEROUS WEB: District Attorney Eric 
Gonzalez on Wednesday indicted this 
26-year-old Ditmas Park man for using Face-
book and the false promise of cash to lure 
underage girls into having sex with him. 
 District Attorney’s offi ce

Continued on page 20
 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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We understand.
Living in an abusive relationship is complicated. 
Love, children, family, community, money, and 
safety mean it’s never as easy as “just leaving”.

     you won’t 
leave 

because
    he controls

all the money
WE CAN HELP: 

1.800.621.4673(HOPE)      311      nyc.gov/NYCHOPE

Bill de Blasio
Mayor
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

PRESIDENTS’ DAY
SALE

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!

COMMUNION 
@ LESTER’S

ing chicken merguez with green tahini 
and couscous timbale with duck confi t.

Whelan’s grandfather, Wade Sa-
hadi, founded the store in 1948 as 
a reincarnation of the Manhattan 
market his great uncle, a Lebanese 
immigrant, launched in 1895. Whel-
an’s father, Charlie, and uncle, Bob, 

later took over the shop, and oversaw 
the original location’s expansion in 
1985. 

The pair expanded to a third store-
front  about 25 years later,  and the duo 
handed the day-to-day operations over 
to Whelan and her brother Ron in 2016. 
The store has become a neighborhood 
institution during its decades in busi-
ness, and even took home the coveted 
 James Beard award for awesomeness  
last January.

Continued from cover

SAHADI’S

at the Speedway station between 30th 
and 31st streets, according to Spatola.

At the meeting, two other parents 
echoed Reilly-Collins’ concerns when 
they outlined the traffi c dangers to 
Spatola, a Speedway attorney, Assem-
blyman Felix Ortiz, two offi cers from 
the local police precinct, and a rep 
from the offi ce of Councilman Car-
los Menchaca (D–Sunset Park). But 
re-hashing their worries was useless 
without a rep from the transportation 
agency there to hear them, according 
to the parents and Ortiz, who piled 
on with the parents, alleging that the 
agency was deliberately ignoring the 
community in the planning process. 

“We are being kept out of this,” he 
said.

In  a story this paper published ear-
lier this month , Reilly-Collins and 
other concerned parents called for per-
manent bollards, barriers, or at least 
clear pavement markings designating 
where the gas station lot end and the 
busy sidewalk along Fourth Avenue 
street begins. 

Spatola called for more “school 
zone” signs in a two-block radius 
around the school, as well as a cross-
ing guard with extended hours and 
a second crossing guard on 31st 
Street. 

But the transportation agency did 
not even take the initiative to install 
temporary, stop-gap safety measures 
while formulating a longer-term plan 

for the station, attendees complained. 
Instead, the police department in-
stalled temporary plastic barriers af-
ter this paper called with questions 
about the safety issues. But the par-
ents said those barriers are too fl imsy 
to make a difference and that they’ve 
even seen cars crash into them and 
drag them.

“The police should be doing other 
things, but they have to focus on this, 
because the [transportation agency] 
is punting it around,” Reilly-Collins 
said. 

A spokeswoman for the agency 
said a rep was not at the meeting due 
to last-minute schedule changes, and 
said that it is drafting design options 
for the station that offi cials will review 
with the station owners. Speedway 
reps are working to coordinate a meet-
ing with the transportation agency 
this week, according to a Speedway 
spokeswoman.

But the parents said they have no 
plans of backing down. Reilly-Col-
lins started a  Change.org petition  
that has garnered more than 400 sig-
natures calling for temporary stop-
gap measures and a meeting with the 
Department of Transportation. An-
other parent said she will never give 
up fi ghting since children’s lives are 
at risk. 

“I’ve seen things that make your 
skin crawl — on a regular basis, peo-
ple jumping out of the way with their 
children,” said Isabel Draves, a mother 
of three who lives on 32nd Street. “If 
something happens to a kid here, I will 
never let it drop.” 

DEATH TRAP: Local parent Arsenia Reilly-Collins calls the Speedway gas station at Fourth 
Avenue between 30th and 31st streets a “death trap” for locals and children — including her 
son, Declan — due to its lack of pavement markings, sidewalk barriers, and signage designat-
ing the elementary school across the street. Community News Group / Julianne McShane

SIDEWALK
Continued from cover
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Still Jewish Family owned
and Independently operated

We are pleased to announce that PARKSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC 
has relocated it’s funeral home to 

1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY (1 block from Kings Highway)

Our Helpful and experienced staff remains the same

Our telephone number remains the same

718-338-1500

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

   718-645-6677  

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

www.attorneynow.com
www.lawday.com
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 Check us out at WWW.ditmasrehab.com

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:
Offi ce Reps
Offi ce Supervisors 
Marketing
HR Director

Professional:
Nursing Supervisors
General RNs
 Pediatric RNs
Unit Managers

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It was the party of the century!

Hundreds of Brooklynites 
packed a Downtown hotel on Sat-
urday to celebrate the Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce’s 100th 
year of boosting local businesses. 
But the organization’s centennial 
gala was just the beginning of its 
next ten decades’ worth of work to 
ensure resilient, sustainable, and 
equitable commercial growth in 
the Kings County, its president 
said.

“The centennial goes way be-
yond one night of celebrating,” 

said Andrew Hoan. “We’ve come 
a long way in the past 100 years, 
but we have a lot more work to do 
for the next 100.”

The group’s work supporting 
businesses across the borough 
fosters lifelong relationships 
among its members, as well as 
bonds between them and other 
city offi cials, according to one at-
tendee who joined the festivities 
at the New York Marriott at the 
Brooklyn Bridge.

“It was great to see old friends 
again, especially the legisla-
tors,” said Dominic Mascara, who 

works at the Visiting Nurse Ser-
vice of New York. “I’ve used the 
Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
as a great tool over the years. I 
was able to develop relationships 
with so many infl uential people 
from different sectors and indus-
tries, and made great friends.”

The swanky bash in America’s 
Downtown featured entertainers 
who dazzled its nearly 1,000 guests 
with talents including knife swal-
lowing and snake charming. And 
several local leaders came out to 
toast the organization on its 100th 

Chamber’s century mark

MADE IN BROOKLYN: (Left) Courier Life Publisher Cliff 
Luster, Brooklyn Democratic Party Boss Frank Seddio, Bor-
ough President Adams, and Community News Group’s Vice 
President of Advertising Ralph D’Onofrio enjoy the Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce’s Centennial Gala at the Brooklyn Mar-
riott on Saturday. (Center) Former Borough President Marty 
Markowitz and his wife Jamie celebrate at the gala. (Above) 
Entertainer Fred Kahl wows the crowd with sword-swallowing 
tricks.  Photos by Stefano GiovanniniContinued on page 20
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FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME

2/14 7AM -2/19 7PM
SALE STARTS 15 1614 17 18 19

EBT

SPECIAL!

GREAT DEAL!

ORGANIC

ORGANIC

Apple Juice

lb.lb.

¢¢8989
Broccoli

Stuffed Green
Olives

Seltzer

Iceberg Lettuce

Enriched Rice Provolone

Red Peppers Grape Tomatoes

Blueberries

22 44$$forfor

$$399399

Seedless Grapes

lb.lb.

$$499499
lb.lb.

Cantaloupes

¢¢9999

Full Line

K

lb.lb.

$$129129

9999¢¢

6969¢¢

$$169169
ea.ea.

Pineapples

Clementines Asparagus

33 1010$$
forfor

D

$$199199

$$199199

¢¢7979

¢¢7979

$$299299 $$349349

M E N T I O N  “C N G”
E X P I R E S  3 / 1 5 / 2 0 1 8

AviatorCamps.com • (718) 758-7510

Camps@AviatorSports.com

Save up to $200 on Aviator Summer Day Camps

with extended early bird!

Save up to $200 on Aviator Summer Day Camps

with extended early bird!

Featuring four distinct camp 
groups, five rotating daily 

activities, fun and educational 
weekly field trips, hot lunch and 

snack, early drop off, late pick up 
and bus service available.

The experience of a sleepaway 
camp without sleeping over!
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NIEBERG MIDWOOD CHAPEL, INC 

has relocated to
60 Brighton 11th Street, Brooklyn, NY 

(1 Block from Emmons Avenue)

Our telephone number remains the same

718-377-2700

Still owned and operated 
by the Nieberg Family

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
 The government agreed to temporar-
ily halt the deportation  of nationally 
known immigrants’ rights advocate 
and Brooklynite  Ravi Ragbir  after he 
fi led a lawsuit in federal district court 
on Feb. 9 alleging that the Trump ad-
ministration is deliberately targeting 
immigrant activists who speak out on 
behalf of their cause. 

“Like so many people who are liv-
ing in this country under the threat 
of deportation, I know how important 
it is to raise our voices against the in-
justices in the system,” Ragbir said in 
a statement. “This lawsuit is not just 
about me, it is about all of the mem-
bers of our community who are speak-
ing out in our struggle for immigrant 
rights.”

The suit came a day before Ragbir 
was due to report for deportation to his 
native Trinidad under the order of Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, 
and ultimately seeks to both allow him 
to stay in the U.S. without fear of de-
portation and to restrain the govern-
ment from targeting immigration ac-
tivists.

Ragbir fi led the suit along with the 
immigrants’ rights organization he 
co-founded — the New Sanctuary Co-
alition of New York — and four similar 
groups, including the New York Immi-
gration Coalition. The lawsuit alleges 
that the federal government has un-
fairly arrested and deported numer-
ous immigrants’ rights activists over 
the past two years — including the 
co-founder of the New Sanctuary Co-
alition, Jean Montrevil, who was de-
ported to Haiti last month. 

Ragbir’s wife Amy Gottlieb told this 
newspaper that she and her husband, 
who live Downtown, are thankful for 
the extra time they have together, and 

plan to continue their fi ght. 
“We are thrilled at this temporary 

reprieve and will continue fi ghting 
to keep Ravi here permanently,” said 
Gottlieb, the associate regional direc-
tor of the American Friends Service 
Committee, an organization that ad-
vocates for justice and human rights. 
“ICE cannot continue its unconstitu-
tional targeting of activists who are 
willing to speak out against their un-
just system.” 

Earlier in the week, other local pols 
raised their voices to fi ght for Ragbir. 
 Councilmen Jumaane Williams (D-
Flatbush) and Ydanis Rodriguez (D-
Manhattan) — who were arrested dur-
ing a protest following Ragbir’s Jan. 11 
detention  — accused the  police depart-
ment of conspiring with immigration 
agents during a Feb. 7 Council hear-
ing on public safety , an allegation that 
both Mayor DeBlasio and the police de-
partment deny.

And on the same day, the mayor 
sent a letter to the director of the im-
migration agency’s New York fi eld of-
fi ce, urging it to halt Ragbir’s depor-
tation and consider his contributions 
both to the immigrant community 
and the city at large before deporting 
him, as well as the effect that the move 
could have on the already fraught rela-
tionship between immigrants and law 
enforcement. 

“[Ragbir] and others like him have 
played a crucial role in making New 
York a beacon of diversity and inclu-
sion for so many,”  DeBlasio wrote in 
the letter . “When ICE takes aggressive 
action against leaders in immigrant 
communities, it casts a chilling effect 
on immigrants’ willingness to engage 
with the government and law enforce-
ment generally, undercutting that 

Borough immigration activist gets 
temporary deportation reprieve

BORROWED TIME

ENTOURAGE: Ravi Ragbir, center, arrived for his annual check-in with Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement last year with hundreds of supporters. He was recently granted a delay 
of his deportation, which was slated for Feb. 10. Associated Press / Mark Lennihan

Continued on page 25
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eNorthfield.com | (718) 448-1000

Member FDIC

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 02/06/18 and subject to change without 

notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open account.  All account balances above $0.01 

will earn the stated APY.  There is a substantial penalty for early CD withdrawals. Fees 

could reduce earnings. The 16 month CD requires new money only. New money is 

defined as funds not currently on deposit at Northfield Bank. The maximum account 

balance for these CD’s is $250,000.

1.40%
9 MONTH CD

APY1

2.10%
16 MONTH CD

APY1

STOP BY YOUR LOCAL BRANCH  
FOR THESE LIMITED TIME OFFERS!

2.50%
60 MONTH CD

APY1

AURICULAR THERAPY is a proven effective painless tool to 
enable one to lose weight by minimizing cravings, controlling appetite, calming 
the nervous system, and strengthening will power.
u It is a safe and pain-free treatment of the ears (auricles) at multiple 
acupuncture points with mild electrical stimulation. Auricular Therapy can 
only work if the person is ready to Lose Weight in conjunction with a reduced 
calorie diet and increased physical activity. This program has helped people 
successfully lose weight.
u This pain-free treatment takes aproximately 30 minutes. There are no 
known side effects, the treatments are painless and remarkable effective for 
many people. In fact, with Auricular Therapy many patients successfully lose 
weight with one or two treatments. We recommend that you follow a diet plan 
when you start treatment.

WWW.HQBK.COM

LOSE WEIGHT
LOOK GREAT
GUARANTEED!

A six week program 
utilizing auricular therapy 

and dietary changes.
The results are 

guaranteed or your 
money back.

COME LOSE WEIGHT TODAY!

HEALTHQUEST
3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-12PM

HEALTHQUEST
3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
www.hqbk.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-7PM, SAT 9AM-12PM

QUIT
SMOKING
NOW!
GUARANTEED!
Every year, millions of people try to quit smoking, and every year, millions fail. Smokers 
try nicotine patches, inhalers, nasal spray, and gum to kick the habit. Some try quitting 
cold turkey. Most will quit two or three times and return to the habit before quitting again 
permanently. According to the Centers for Disease Control, most relapses occur within the 
first three months.

Auriculotherapy treatment balances brain chemicals, that when out of balance, can 
lead to addictions. The treatment is easy and cost effective, and could soon change the way we 
treat smoking addictions. By tapping into certain points through he ear to the brain, chemicals 
are balanced and cravings vanish immediately. One, pain free treatment is all that is usually 
needed. Once you have the motivation, auriculotherapy can offer what willpower cannot - 
PERMANENT SUCCESS!

Medically Accepted & FDA Approved.
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EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re commanded to work 
as many hours as allowed by 
law — and pick up some over-
time.

Calls come from bosses 
while they’re behind the 
wheel asking them where 
they’re at — and to speed up.

When they hit a red light 
— they’re coached on how to 
run it.

That is the culture of 
malfeasance truckers at Ac-
tion Carting, the garbage 
fi rm whose unlicensed truck 
driver hit and killed 27-year-
old Netfaly Ramirez last July, 
have to deal with every day, 
claimed those who work there 
and union offi cials.

This newspaper spoke 
to two employees of a union 
representing Action Carting 
staffers — one of whom once 
drove for the company — and 
a current Action driver, and 
all of them claimed manage-
ment at the New Jersey-based 
private-carting fi rm demands 
speed over safety from its 

truck operators.
“Drivers are kind of al-

ways put under the gun to 

get their stops done however 
they can in a timely fashion,” 
said Ray Borrero, who works 

for the Teamsters Local 813. 
“During the course of the 
night, you get calls asking 

where you’re at or what’s tak-
ing so long, and that adds to 
the pressure.”

Action Carting’s drivers 
— including 63-year-old Jose 
Nunez, who  ran over 27-year-
old Neftaly Ramirez while 
driving a truck without the 
proper license  — usually start 
their work weeks on Sunday 
nights, sometimes driving for 
as many as 14 hours straight, 
 the legal limit under federal 
law , as they collect garbage 
from across the city, leaving 
them little time to recuper-
ate, according to Borrero.

The majority of Action 
truckers work six days a 
week, with around fi ve per-
cent clocking a fi ve-day work 
week, and all can receive 
overtime pay for driving 
more than 40 or 60 hours, de-
pending on their contracts, 
the Local 813 rep said.

The drivers can either pilot 
a “packer” — the truck Nunez 
drove when he hit Ramirez — 
that requires the aid of a co-

Truckers driven to death

MAKING ITS ROUNDS: The driver of an Action Carting packer truck made his way through Williamsburg, with 
his helper — who typically rides on the back — sitting inside the cabin. Community News Group / Julianne Cuba

Carting company’s overworking and law skirting leads to fatal accidents, employees claim

Continued on page 26
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EMBARGO
PREVENTIVO DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Senior, Disabled, and Veteran Homeowners 
May Qualify for Exemptions, but Must Apply.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Do Not Delay. Respond Today!
Department of
Finance
Jacques Jiha, Ph.D.
Commissioner

Department of
Environmental Protection
Vincent Sapienza
Acting Commissioner

Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development
Maria Torres-Singer
Commissioner
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Gala Dinner
& 

Award Ceremony
Thursday, May 30, 2018

8023 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11228

For more information please call Jennifer Stern 
at 718-260-8302 

or email jstern@cnglocal.com

It was a wonderful 
feeling to be among so 
many strong and vibrant 
women who were making 
a difference everyday 
by their work for others. 
What a privilege 
to be recognized 
for my contribution 
to my community, 
my borough, my city!

Marianne Nicolosi Maria Nitti

My experience 
with the Courier Life 

Women of Distinction 
was one that was 
truly admirable. 

Being a part of this 
extraordinary group of women 

who inspire the community 
is an incredible feeling. 
Congratulations to the 

Ladies of 2017!

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s 
2018 Women of Distinction

H O N O R E E S
S. J. Avery
Jewel Brown
Lucina Clarke
Leslie Green
Cassandra Jones-Brennan
Inna Lukyanenko
Kim Maier

Deidre Olivera
Lisette Sosa-Dickson
Rolanda Telesford
Monique Waterman
L. Joy Williams
Teresa C. Younger

Partial List
Monfoletto stayed at the scene, 

where police arrested him for driving 
with a suspended license, and the next 
day Gonzalez charged him with aggra-
vated unlicensed operation of a vehi-
cle, a criminal misdemeanor. But the 
driver, whose license was suspended 9 
times before he hit Flores, could not be 
charged with a felony, which can only 
be issued to a motorist with 10 suspen-
sions at the time of his or her arrest.

And  last July , 63-year-old Jose 
Nunez ran down cyclist Neftaly 
Ramirez in Greenpoint while driving 
a private carting company’s garbage 
truck that  he was not licensed to oper-
ate .

But Gonzalez decided in January 
that there  was not enough evidence to 
bring charges against Nunez  — who 
drove off after plowing into Ramirez 
— and cops slapped him with a sum-
mons for operating the truck without 
the correct class of license after their 
investigation determined the driver 
didn’t know he hit the 27-year-old.

And neither man was subject to 
manslaughter charges because driv-
ing without a license isn’t considered 
reckless under the law, according to a 
spokesman for Gonzalez, who said the 
sickly man was indicted because pros-
ecutors believe his condition directly 
caused Palacios’s death.

“It’s not the same as driving with 
an expired classifi cation,” said Oren 
Yaniv. “In order to prove manslaugh-

ter in the second degree, you have to 
prove the conduct directly led to the 
death. The fact that [Nunez’s] license 
classifi cation expired did not cause 
the crash.”

And the district attorney’s offi ce 
is right, according to one personal-
injury attorney, who likened driving 
with multiple sclerosis to getting be-
hind the wheel with “horse blinders” 
on. 

“If I put on a pair of horse blinders 
and intentionally impaired my ability 
to drive, then got in a car, they’d say 
that’s sheer recklessness,” said Charles 
Wisell, who practices in the outer bor-
ough of Manhattan. “If I didn’t have a 
license, I’m guilty of unlicensed use of 
a motor vehicle, but that doesn’t mean 
my ability to operate was impaired.”

But unlike driving without a li-
cense, it is not illegal to drive with 
multiple sclerosis, Yaniv said. The 
penalties are simply far more severe 
when drivers with the condition kill 
someone, he said.

And if the law is what’s letting un-
licensed drivers off the hook, then it 
should be changed, according to Bor-
ough President Adams, who demanded 
stiffer penalties for unlicensed motor-
ists in the wake of Flores’s death.

“There’s a reason for vehicle li-
censes; in the wrong hands, they can 
be deadly weapons,” the beep wrote 
on  Twitter . “We need criminal penal-
ties for unlicensed drivers in deadly 
crashes.”

An attorney for the defendant with 
multiple sclerosis did not return a re-
quest for comment by press time.

Continued from page 10 

DRIVER

year, including Councilmen Robert 
Cornegy (D–Bedford Stuyvesant) and 
Mathieu Eugene (D–Flatbush), Brook-
lyn Democratic Party boss Frank Sed-
dio, Borough President Adams, and the 
beep’s predecessors Marty Markowitz 
and Howard Golden. 

But the packed house came as no 
surprise to guests who’ve witnessed 

just how many people and companies 
the Chamber has helped in its century 
of service, according to the publisher 
of Courier Life Publications.

“When you think about the im-
pact the Brooklyn Chamber has had 
on business in the borough, it makes 
complete sense that everybody would 
turn out for this,” said Clifford Luster, 
who was joined by Community News 
Group’s vice president of advertising 
Ralph D’Onofrio.

PAST AND PRESENT: Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce head honcho Andrew Hoan, center, is 
joined by current and past Brooklyn Beeps, Eric Adams, Howard Golden, and Marty Markow-
itz to his right, and the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce chairwoman Denise Arbesu and 
past president Carlos Scissura to his far left.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

GALA
Continued from page 14 
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MAX

but if Cuomo allows de-
sign-build, they say re-
pairs could start as early 
as 2021 and conclude be-
fore 2026 — the year the 
city will be  forced to send 
the more than 16,000 big-
rigs that travel the triple 
cantilever daily down lo-
cal streets instead  so the 
three-tiered structure 
doesn’t collapse beneath 
them.

Roads including Third 
and Fourth avenues, and 
Tillary, Court, Jay, and 
Columbia streets could 
all get a massive spike 
in truck traffi c if the ve-
hicles are banished from 
the expressway, accord-
ing to the Department of 
Transportation.

And in addition to 
saving time, using de-
sign-build would con-
serve funds that could 
be reinvested into the 
city’s failing subway sys-
tem and  cash-strapped 

public-housing com-
plexes , according to an-
other councilman, who 
attended the rally along-
side Borough President 
Adams, Comptroller 
Scott Stringer, Depart-
ment of Transportation 
Commissioner Polly 
Trottenberg, and Brook-
lyn Heights pols includ-
ing state Sen. Brian 
Kavanagh and Assem-
blywoman Jo Anne Si-
mon.

“This is insanity, $100 
million could be used to 
address a subway crisis 
and a heating crisis in 
New York City Housing 
Authority buildings,” 
said Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Is-
land). “I fi nd it outra-
geous and insulting that 
they would hijack more 
than $100 million in 
public money that could 
go towards addressing 
transportation, public-
housing, quality-of-life, 
and public-safety issues 
because of a high-stakes 
political game.”

BQE

trust.”
Gottlieb said they 

were grateful to the 
mayor for weighing in 
and lending his voice to 
their cause.

“We’re certainly 
grateful for all the sup-
port we get and glad that 
the mayor is willing to 
support us,” she said.

Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
detained Ragbir during 
a routine annual check-
in on Jan. 11. He was fi -
nally released from an 
upstate New York jail 
nearly three weeks later, 
on Jan. 29, after  Judge 
Katherine Forrest wrote 
in a powerful statement  
that Ragbir must be 
granted “the freedom 
to say goodbye” before 
being booted from the 

country where he has 
lived for more than 20 
years. 

Ragbir hails from 
Trinidad and Tobego, 
and has been a U.S. per-
manent resident since 
1994, but has fought a 
deportation order since 
2000, after he served a 
30-month prison term for 
wire fraud, which led the 
Feds to revoke his resi-
dency. He has routinely 
checked in with the im-
migration agency for 
more than a decade and 
complied with all condi-
tions of his release, the 
suit says.

Ragbir will not be re-
quired to check in with 
the immigration agency 
at all on Feb. 10, but a 
previously planned 9 am 
rally for immigrants’ 
rights is still set to take 
place in Foley Square on 
the distant isle of Man-
hattan.

REPRIEVE

OMINOUS OVERHANG: The triple cantilever of the Brook-
lyn-Queens Expressway is on borrowed time.  
 File photo by Jason Speakman

Continued from page 16 

Continued from page 4 
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account2 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective December 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 
is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without 
notice. 2 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. 
Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

24-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

22
CCCeeertififi

15-Month 
Certificate of Deposit

1.75%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

worker, called a helper, and 
makes more local stops pick-
ing up standard trash bags, 
or a “roll-off,” which collects 
larger containers such as 
dumpsters and is operated by 
a single employee.

Driving either truck is a 
hard job, but those behind the 
wheels of Action’s packers 
are notoriously overworked, 
according to the current em-
ployee, who said he used to 
drive one but switched to 
a roll-off to give his body a 
break.

Action demands its packer 
drivers work nearly twice as 
much as those at some other 
private sanitation compa-
nies, according to the worker 
who requested anonymity out 
of fear he would lose his job if 
his bosses knew he talked to a 
newspaper.

A typical night in his pre-
vious position as a packer 
driver for the Texas-based 
fi rm Waste Management 
lasted between six and eight 
hours — occasionally stretch-
ing as long as 10–12 — with 
anywhere from 150 to 300 
“stops,” which can vary from 
quick pickups at a single mom-
and-pop to longer ordeals at 

commercial complexes with 
multiple clients. But for Ac-
tion packers, a light night re-
quires 200 to 300 stops, and 
a heavy one can mean any-
where from 500 to 1,000, the 
Action employee said.

“Physically I can’t work 
all those hours, it’s just way 
too much,” the anonymous 
driver said.

Another former Action 
Carting packer operator who 
also once drove for Waste 
Management agreed that the 
New Jersey company over-
worked him, saying he would 
routinely skip meals in order 
to complete his shift.

“I used to have 14 hours, 
and what I had to do was not 
stop for lunch — there was no 
other way I could get my route 
done. And when you couldn’t 
get your route done, the su-
pervisor would chastise you,” 
said Allan Henry, who now 
works as an organizer for Lo-
cal Union No. 813.

And company higher-ups 
have told drivers to ignore 
traffi c laws if it’ll save time, 
Henry said —  behavior  that 
locals routinely  document .

“I’ve been told by work-
ers who’ve been pulled into 
an offi ce and shown a tape of 
them running lights, they tell 
them, ‘Try to stop and look 
both ways before you run the 

light, just don’t run through 
it,’ ” he said.

But instead of lightening 
truckers’ workloads by hir-
ing more and shrinking their 
routes, Action honchos rou-
tinely ask drivers to make 
more stops in their given col-
lection areas, the current em-
ployee said.  

“They should have a lot 
more drivers on the road. 
That eliminates the long 
hours, and the accidents,” 
the anonymous worker said. 
“But Action is doing the total 
opposite — if there are three 
routes that are right next to 
each other, they will elimi-
nate the one in the middle, 
break it in half, and add each 
half to the [two] others.”

And company bosses don’t 
seem motivated to change 
protocol for the good of their 
workers, according to Henry.  

“They really don’t give a 
damn about the standard that 
they diminished,” the former 
Action employee said.

A rep for another union 
that represents Action em-
ployees — including Nunez, 
before he retired shortly after 
hitting and killing Ramirez, 
according to his coworkers 
— called the accusations that 
company honchos terminally 
overwork their drivers ri-
diculous. He added, however, 

that his group is fi ghting to 
institute a shorter, fi ve-day 
work week in the next round 
of contract negotiations.

“As far as complaints or 
concerns about excessive 
hours or the company not 
allowing for proper breaks, 
I fi nd that to be a ludicrous 
accusation,” said Mike Hell-
strom of Laborers Local 108.

Before any motorist can 
even hit the road inside a 
massive garbage truck, he or 
she must obtain a commer-
cial driver’s license, which 
requires medical clearance 
and passing specialized writ-
ten and road tests.

Nunez did not have one, 
and Action Carting rep Ken 
Frydman declined to com-
ment on whether his bosses 
knew that, how often the 
company checks the validity 
of its employees’ licenses, and 
if Nunez ever got behind the 
wheel of another truck after 
fatally striking Ramirez, cit-
ing an expected civil suit the 
deceased’s family plans to fi le 
against the carting company. 
Frydman confi rmed that 
Nunez retired last year, but 
would not specify when.

Each source this newspa-
per spoke to was shocked to 
hear that Nunez was on the 
road without a valid commer-
cial license, however, because 

all of them said Action hon-
chos regularly check drivers’ 
credentials, although they 
couldn’t say how often. 

“That’s a big no-no,” said 
the current driver. “They do 
have someone that monitors 
our licenses to make sure 
they are valid.”

And Borrero questioned 
how that could have even hap-
pened in the fi rst place.

“He should never have 
been behind the wheel of that 
truck,” he said. “How did that 
fall through the cracks? They 
really dropped the ball on 
that one.”

When police found out 
Nunez was on the road with-
out the proper license — a 
fact authorities never re-
leased, which this newspaper 
confi rmed after speaking to 
the Ramirez family’s lawyer 
— they slapped him with a 
summons four months after 
the fatal crash. The violation 
Nunez received typically re-
sults in a $150–500 fi ne, ac-
cording to a New York State 
courts spokesman.

Still, hitting and kill-
ing the cyclist while driving 
without the correct license 
was not enough for District 
Attorney Eric Gonzalez to 
press criminal charges, and 
the top prosecutor absolved 

Continued on page 34

DRIVEN
Continued from page 18



COURIER LIFE, FEB. 16–22, 2018 27  B GM BR

 

Join 

Councilman Chaim Deutsch 
with 

Fire Department of New York (FDNY) 
American Red Cross 

LEARN ABOUT  

FIRE SAFETY & PREVENTION 
Emergency procedures, tips for holiday safety, preventative 

measures, and more 

 

SIGN UP FOR FREE  

SMOKE ALARMS & INSTALLATION 

Coney Island 

Thursday, February 15 

7:00pm – 8:00pm 

Trump Village Section 3 
458 Neptune Avenue 

Rec Room 

Brighton Beach 

Monday February 19 

6:00pm – 7:00pm 

Apna Community Center 
236 Neptune Avenue 
(corner Brighton 7th) 

Midwood 

Wednesday, February 21 

6:30pm – 7:30pm 

PS 193 
Corner of Bedford 
Avenue/Avenue L 

Questions? Call 
Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch’s office at 

718-368-9176 
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TREAT YOUR
NEW CAR THIS T

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date: 02/16/2018. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$13,995

37k miles, Stk#34467

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA PILOT

35k miles, Stk#36219

$15,950
'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE

$20,888
6k miles, Stk#32202

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 FORD ESCAPE
BUY 
FOR:

$16,888
1,813 miles, Stk#30599

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50

PLUS TAX & TAGS
44k miles, Stk#34514

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

SCAPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

$14,888
'14 MERCEDES C-300

BUY 
FOR:

15k miles, Stk#30500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#35901

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
41k miles, Stk#35579

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS
BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MURANO

22k miles, Stk#23332

$12,588
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$11,995BUY 

FOR:

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'16 HONDA ACCORD

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#30539

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,995

39k miles, Stk#31564

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'06 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
98k miles, Stk#30018

$5,500BUY 
FOR:

28k miles, Stk#31683

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC'13 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'09 HONDA PILOT
$6,995

125k miles, Stk#34486

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 

OPEN ON PRESIDENTS’ DAY!
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MF20_NYC_WRAP_2.16_COMMUNITY_1

PRESIDENT’S
DAY SALE

Get a king mattress for a queen price 
plus a free adjustable base.

Save up to $1800

FIRST. TIME. EVER.
ENDS 

TUESDAY!

PLUS

King mattress for a queen price.

Queen mattress for a twin price.

THE BIG PRICE DROP †

FREE 
ADJUSTABLE BASE**

UP TO AN $1198 VALUE FREE
when you
spend just $500+
on a mattress.
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MF20_NYC_WRAP_2.16_COMMUNITY_2_3

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS PLUSH MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $449
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $499

ONLY $499
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $699

MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $799
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $899

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

PLUSH MATTRESS

ONLY $699
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $799

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

PLUSH MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $899
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $999

ONLY $899
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $999

QUEEN 
MATTRESS.
TWIN 
PRICE.

THE 
BIG
PRICE 
DROP†
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KING 
MATTRESS.
QUEEN
PRICE.

PRICE
DROP.
ALL
BRANDS.

C

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS PLUSH MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $499
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $599

ONLY $699
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $999

MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $899
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1099

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

PLUSH MATTRESS

ONLY $799
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1299

PILLOW TOP MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

PLUSH MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $999
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1299

ONLY $999
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1499



COURIER LIFE, FEB. 16–22, 201832    B GM BR

MF20_NYC_WRAP_2.16_COMMUNITY_4

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 2/14/18-2/20/18 and applies only to 
single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole 
dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement 
for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. Total to pay 
amount refl ects total for queen mattresses. **Free Adjustable Base Off er: Off er valid 2/14/18-2/20/18. Receive a free LP50 adjustable base (up to an $1198 value) with select mattress purchases of $500 and above. Free adjustable base off er valid on same-size mattress purchased. Free adjustable base off er valid to complete 
mattress set, has no cash value and cannot be used as credit. Off er not valid on Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with Black Ice, Serta iComfort or any MAP products. Limited quantities available; off er valid while supplies last. See store for complete details. †The Big Price Drop: Get select king-sized 
mattresses for the price of a queen-sized mattress. Or get select queen-sized mattresses for the price of a twin-sized mattress. Savings applied to our low price. Savings vary by mattress set and model. Product selection may vary by store. Not valid on previous purchases. Off er not valid on Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Beautyrest 
Black Memory Foam with Black Ice, Serta iComfort or any MAP products. Limited quantities available; off er valid 2/14/18-2/20/18 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. ††120 Night Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10%, or your purchase is free, if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress 
set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 120 days. Our 120 Night Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor rollbacks/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, doorbusters, discontinued merchandise or any MAP products. Some products are at the 
manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (e.g., eBay, Craig’s List, etc.) is excluded. See store for details. *†*120 Night Sleep Trial Guarantee: If you are not comfortable with your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 nights from 
your original mattress delivery date. Guarantee is valid for up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) which must occur during the 120-day period from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store savings range from 
$10-$1898. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves 
the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 2/14/18-2/20/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

1-800-MAT-FIRM  |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM

ENDS 

TUESDAY!
PRICE DROP.
FAMOUS NAME 
BRANDS.

Minimum purchase of $3999 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 equal monthly payments required. 

0% APR FOR 6 YEARS*
See store for details.

NO CREDIT NEEDEDOR

QUEEN MATTRESS. TWIN PRICE.

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE** +FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE** +FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

CUSHION FIRM MATTRESS FIRM MATTRESS MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS LUXURY FIRM MATTRESS

QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.
WAS $449

ONLY $399 ONLY $599
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $699

ONLY $599
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $699

ONLY $799
QUEEN NOW FOR TWIN PRICE.

WAS $899

KING MATTRESS. QUEEN PRICE.

KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.
WAS $549

CUSHION FIRM MATTRESS

ONLY $449

FIRM MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $699
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1199

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

ONLY $699
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $999

MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS

+FREE ADJUSTABLE BASE**

LUXURY FIRM MATTRESS

ONLY $899
KING NOW FOR QUEEN PRICE.

WAS $1399
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RSELF TO A 
TAX SEASON!

CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 02/16/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

8k miles, Stk#34802

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD EXPLORER

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$38,995
'17 CHEVY SUBURBAN

35k miles, Stk#37638

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
'15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

16k miles, Stk#32423

BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707

$27,995$27,288
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$24,588
'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

12k miles, Stk#31904

BUY 
FOR:

HEROKEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

8

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
37,331 miles, Stk#34471

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
23,114 miles, Stk#34718

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888

37k miles, Stk#35672

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
49K miles, Stk#32110

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893

$12,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 ACURA ILX

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

$10,588

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#31477

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
BUY 
FOR:

$9,400
39k miles, Stk#32001

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39,600 miles, Stk#35990

$8,995BUY 
FOR:

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTAROGUGUEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

49k miles, Stk#34212

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
   $9,988BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
6k miles, Stk#2499846k miles, Stk#30543

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up. W
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Gala Dinner & Award Ceremony
$100 per seat

8023 13th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11228

For more information 
please call Jennifer Stern 

at 718-260-8302 or 
email jstern@cnglocal.com

It was a wonderful 
feeling to be among 
so many strong 
and vibrant women 
who were making a 
difference everyday 
by their work for 
others.

Marianne Nicolosi Maria Nitti

My experience 
with the Courier Life 

Women of Distinction 
was one that was 
truly admirable. 
Congratulations

to the Ladies
of 2017!

Congratulations
to Brooklyn’s

2018 
Women

of Distinction
H O N O R E E S

S. J. Avery
Jewel Brown
Lucina Clarke
Leslie Green
Linda Halsey

Mitzie Holstein
Cassandra Jones-Brennan

Inna Lukyanenko
Kim Maier

Katarina Martinez
Deidre Olivera

Gabrielle Puglia
Lisette Sosa-Dickson
Rolanda Telesford

Monique Waterman
L. Joy Williams

Teresa C. Younger
Partial List

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

Nunez  on Jan. 9 . 
Authorities said the driver didn’t 

know he hit Ramirez and that they 
lacked the evidence needed to charge 
Nunez, in part because they claimed 
there is no surveillance footage of his 
packer truck plowing into the cyclist 
— only clips showing the moments 
before and after.

But the district attorney’s pros-
ecutors told the Ramirez family’s at-
torney, Michael Kremins, that video 
clips show Nunez’s helper riding on 
the back of the truck moments before 
the crash, and inside the cabin imme-
diately following it — which the law-
yer said doesn’t add up. An eyewit-
ness claimed to see Nunez’s helper in 
the vehicle at the time of the collision, 
according to police. 

This newspaper fi led a Freedom 
of Information Law request on Jan. 
17 for evidence from the fatal crash, 
including video, now that the case is 
closed, but the city denied it, claiming 
the release of such information would 
“constitute an unwarranted invasion 
of personal privacy.”

And Local 813 rep Borrero, former 
Action driver Henry, and the anony-
mous employee still working for the 
company said that all of its trucks 
should be equipped with two cam-
eras.

“Action has cameras equipped in 
their trucks that face inside in the 
cab and face out into the street,” Bor-
rero said.

Henry, who left Action in 2014, said 
he remembers the fi rst cameras being 
installed around 2013, and the driver 
currently employed by the company 
said its trucks are equipped with the 
technology.

“They started putting cameras in, 
maybe, 2013, so it’s hard to believe 
[Nunez’s] truck didn’t have a cam-
era,” Henry said. “Anything is a pos-
sibility, but in my perspective, when 
I worked there, once they started us-
ing them, the cameras worked every 
day.”

But the district attorney’s rep 
Oren Yaniv claimed the truck Nunez 
drove when he hit Ramirez had no 
cameras.  

Frydman declined to comment on 
whether all of its trucks are equipped 
with cameras and how many ve-
hicles are in its fl eet — but last De-
cember, months after Nunez hit and 
killed Ramirez, another company rep 
claimed it would fi nish installing the 
technology in all of its trucks by the 
end of 2017, garbage blog Waste360  re-
ported . 

The Greenpoint cyclist isn’t the 
only victim of Action’s drivers — at 
least fourteen people fi led civil suits 
against the company since 2012, after 
collisions with its trucks left them ei-
ther severely or mildly injured,  court 
records show . Five of those lawsuits 
were settled out of court, according to 
the records, which don’t specify each 
settlement’s details.

And Action’s truckers have hit and 
killed  fi ve people , including Ramirez, 
in the last decade, according to mul-
tiple reports. In 2008, an employee 
plowed into British tourists An-
drew Hardie and Jacklyn Timmons 
in Manhattan, and another Action 
trucker ran over 24-year-old cyclist 
Timothy “TJ” Campbell in Williams-
burg later that year. And in 2011, a 
driver backed over  Mark Chanko  in 
Manhattan.

Borrero said the last time he re-
members cops cuffi ng an Action 
driver for a fatal collision was in re-
sponse to the 2008 double fatality, 
when the employee hit and killed the 
two pedestrians after suffering a sei-
zure while behind the wheel.

Authorities charged the driver 
with manslaughter and negligent ho-
micide because they said he chose not 
to take his medication before operat-
ing his vehicle and, according to both 
Borrero and a New York Times  re-
port , did not disclose his health con-
dition when applying for a commer-
cial license.

“He falsifi ed the medical exam, 
and he did go to jail,” Borrero said.

But deadly collisions are also dev-
astating to those drivers who don’t 
intend to harm anyone when they get 
behind the wheel, he said.

“My worst nightmare is having 
to deal with my members in sanita-
tion getting involved in some kind 
of fatality,” Borrero said. “We don’t 
go out there looking to purposely hit 
people.”

Continued from 26

DRIVEN TO DEATH
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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MARINE PARK

As part of Catholic Schools Week, 
generous students at the Good Shep-

herd Catholic Academy made Val-
entine’s day cards and collected funds 
from Dress Down Day to provide treats 
to the seniors at the Parish Friend-

ship Club.

The kick off festivities, which in-
cluded the dress down day, and visit 
to the Friendship club, began with 
a special Mass offi ciated by Father 

With, pastor of Resurrection Par-

ish and Good Shepherd’s Deacon 

Chris. Other events had parents 
sharing experiences on career day; a 
show from the Harlem Magic Mas-

ters; A visit from an Army Vet, Mr. 

Forte, and a blessing of the updated 
computer lab.

Good Shepherd Catholic Academy 
[1943 Brown St., at Avenue S in Marine 
Park; (718) 339–2745]

BAY RIDGE

Calling all essayists
Assemblywoman Nicole Mal-

liotakis (R-Bay Ridge) is hosting a 
Presidents’ Day essay contest for 
students in Brooklyn and Staten 
Island to commemorate the holi-
day. Elementary school students in 
grades three through five are en-
couraged to participate and write 
essays about what they would do if 
they were President to improve the 
community.

“I’m happy to announce my Presi-
dents’ Day essay contest and encour-
age teachers and parents to have 
their elementary school students 
participate as a way to foster an in-
terest in civics,” said Malliotakis. 
“I look forward to hearing from stu-
dents how they would change their 
communities for the better. At a time 
when political divisiveness is so evi-
dent in our culture, it will be refresh-
ing to hear positive ideas from our lo-
cal children and hopefully get them 
engaged in community service,” she 
concluded.

Each participant will receive a cer-
tifi cate of merit from the represen-

tative and contest winners will join 
her for a pizza party in her offi ce in 
March.

All essays must be received by Feb. 

23. Submissions can be sent by email 
to NYSAssembly60@gmail.com

District Offi ce [7408 Fifth Ave., at 
74th Street in Bay Ridge; (718) 987–
0197]

BOROUGH WIDE

Alive at 75
It’s an All-Call to all the men and 

women who served aboard the USS 

Intrepid to celebrate the 75th anni-

versary of the commissioning of the 
carrier. Crew members are invited to 
be reunited at a special 75th Commis-

sioning Anniversary weekend from 

Aug. 16 to Aug. 19, 2018 on board the 
ship.

The Museum is also accepting do-
nations of personal artifacts and mem-
orabilia from former crew members 
and their families to be displayed. 
Each item added to the Museum’s col-
lection helps express and interpret In-
trepid’s stories of service, and serves 
to educate and inspire more than one 
million visitors each year. The cele-
bratory weekend is open to the public 
and features programs and events spe-
cifi cally tailored for former crew mem-
bers and their families, as well as op-
portunities for members of the public 
to interact with visiting former crew 
members.

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

CROWN HEIGHTS

Snip, snip and welcome to the 
Municipal Credit Union for open-
ing up the very fi rst ever interactive 
banking center at Medgar Evers 

College.

The center is designed to pro-
vide the school’s 6,800 plus students 
with a convenient space to conduct 
banking transactions without em-
ployee assistance utilizing digital 
technologies, while also providing 
the school community with a tech-
forward common area. The center 
is also open to the public, provid-
ing convenient banking to mem-
bers living or working in the Crown 
Heights community.

This is the fi rst MCU Corner lo-
cated on any college or university 
campus.

“We are proud to bring MCU ser-
vices to Medgar Evers College with 

our new MCU Corner at Medgar 
Evers College,” said Kam Wong, 
chief executive offi cer and president 
at MCU.

The MCU Corner is located in 
the S-Building of the campus and 
features an MCU ATM, three Digi-
tal Hubs where individuals can 
securely conduct online banking 
transactions while also accessing 
Medgar Evers’ website and student 
portal, phone charging stations 
with USB ports, and a seating area.

Dr. Rudy F. Crew, president of 
Medgar Evers College said, “The 
ribbon-cutting ceremony for a tech-
forward common area with an 
ATM, a monitor, and three iPads is 
a fi rst for a college campus and a sig-
nature moment for the growth of the 
campus.”

Medgar Evers College [1638 Bed-
ford Ave., at Crown Street in Crown 
Heights; (718) 270–4900]

Treats & sweets for the seniors

Interactive branch for students

USS Intrepid is located at Pier 86 
[46th Street and 12th Avenue in Man-
hattan]; or send emails to www.in-
trepidmuseum.org/75, or fcm@in-
trepidmuseum.org.

FORT GREENE

Welcome
Standing O is putting out the 

mat for Dr. Jeffrey Idle, who has 
joined the staff at Long Island 

University School of Phar-

macy as the new Endowed Pro-

fessor and Director of the Divi-

sion of Systems Pharmacology 

and Pharmacogenomics at The 

Samuel J. and Joan B. Wil-

liamson Institute of the Ar-

nold and Marie Schwartz Col-

lege of Pharmacy and Health 

Sciences.

Dr. Idle is one of the world lead-
ers in the fi elds of metabolomics 
and pharmacogenetics. Dr. Idle’s 
work in this fi eld and in phar-
macogenetics has been instru-
mental in moving therapeutics 
towards more patient-specifi c tai-
lored treatments in a broad range 
of medical specialties.

“Dr. Idle’s addition will drive 
LIU’s evolution into a progres-
sive and leading research insti-
tution,” said Dr. John Pezzuto, 
Dean of LIU Pharmacy and Vice 
President for LIU Health and Re-
search.”

When completed in early 2018, 
the new 1,100 square foot lab in 
the refurbished Pharmacy build-
ing will contain state-of-the-art 
liquid chromatography and gas 
chromatography-mass spectrom-
etry equipment, together with ge-
nomic analysis of DNA, allowing 
Dr. Idle and his team to advance 
his vital work at LIU.

“I am excited to join the world-
class team at LIU where there is 
a strong commitment to invest in 
research,” Dr. Idle said.

LIU School of Pharmacy [75 
DeKalb Ave., at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene; (718) 488–1004]

SNIP, SNIP, HOORAY!: Representatives from Medgar Evers College and Municipal 
Credit Union cut the ribbon on MCU Corner, a new interactive banking center on the 
college’s Crown Heights campus.
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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To the editor,
Reader Alan Podhaizer makes a 

valid point in that most of our ances-
tors were immigrants who might not 
fit the requirements the President 
would like to institute. He neglects to 
mention the ones they did have to ad-
here to. Many were turned away be-
cause of common illnesses like con-
junctivitis or for minor disabilities. 
They were required to prove that they 
could support themselves or be spon-
sored by family or one of the many 
societies of landsmen which were 
formed for that purpose. The elderly 
could only brought over by estab-
lished relatives who would vouch for 
their future support. Today, many el-
derly immigrants come to America to 
“retire” and receive benefits from a 
system which they never supported. 
A visiting nurse friend has a patient 
who came to this country, elderly and 
on dialysis, with his Medicaid already 
established before he got here. His 
wife has her own visiting nurse. My 
mother, who worked in this country 
and paid taxes from the age of 16, died 
waiting to be approved for benefits 
these immigrants had upon arrival.

As far as being unskilled, yes, 
these ancestors were unskilled but 
the world was very different then. My 
Italian grandfather supported 13 chil-
dren on what he made peddling fruit 
from a wagon. They lived in a cold wa-
ter flat without welfare, EBT, or Sec-
tion 8. Back then you could work in 
construction or similar fields with-
out joining a union. There were few 
restrictions on most occupations. In 
today’s world, college graduates have 
difficulty finding jobs. 

As the world evolves and relies 
more on technology, the job force will 
be expected to progress as well. Other 
countries recognized this and estab-
lished these very same rules years 
ago and no one thought twice. Take 
a look at the requirements to immi-
grate to Canada  or Australia  What 
this country needed when our ances-
tors arrived at the turn of the century 
and what it needs now are completely 
different. I don’t believe it’s too much 
to expect that you have something to 
offer when you ask to be accepted in 
another country. Louise Quinlan

Marine Park

To the editor,
I am writing in response to the ar-

ticle in Courier Life dated Feb. 9-15 
“Hoping for a Symbolic Victory.” Mr 
. Ragbir was a visitor to our coun-
try from Trinidad and Tobago for 
six years and in that time he was ar-
rested for wire fraud!! I have visited 
many countries in my lifetime and 
never have I been arrested in any of 
them! Wire fraud? 

I wouldn’t even know how to do 
it! Ragbir stated on Feb. 6 that Pres-
ident Trump’s administration was 
“undermining the humanity of im-
migrants.” Let me be clear, President 
Trump’s administration is elevating 
the quality of life of  United States 
citizens by protecting us from “visi-
tors” to our country who wish to do 
us harm. I say, “Come to our coun-
try. Make a positive contribution. 
Obey the law. Respect the rights of 
its citizens. If you are going to break 
the law, then you have worn out your 
welcome.”

Amazingly to me, Ragbir was at 
the State of the Union Address in 
Washington D.C. this January! Rag-
bir’s wife, who was also an attendee, 
stated that “it was very hard to be in 
that space and see how he (President 
Trump) portrayed immigrants.” She 
further stated “It felt like a direct 
challenge to immigrants that were 
present in that room.” Is she serious?? 
Immigrants who break the law are a 
direct challenge to U.S. citizens who 
work hard every day and are forced 
to welcome and give sanctuary to im-
migrants who break the law. Ragbir’s 
wife stated “it was particularly diffi-
cult to be there.” I would have con-
sidered it an honor to be there and to 
hear President Trump speak. And I 
would gladly stand up, applaud and 
cheer for what he has to say! Next 
time, send me ! Barbara Davis

Marine Park

To the editor,
Earlier in the month yet another 

commuter council stepped up to the 
cameras with their ridiculous letter 
grades of all NYC Transit bus lines, 
slamming transit management and 
drivers along the way. 

I frequently use our B-2 to get to 
the Brighton line trains and have 
few complaints, though I did get an 
eye opener one early morning when 
I dropped off my Jeep for service, and 
decided to climb aboard a B-41 Lim-
ited.

The ride from Kings Plaza to al-

most Kings Highway was without 
incident, and then the fun began. 
We started crawling to an agoniz-
ing speed as the illegal jitney buses 
by the dozens practiced their kami-
kaze moves, cutting in front of the 
bus, stopping illegally at transit bus 
stops, forcing our regular passen-
gers to dash into the street to get on. 
Compounding this problem, hordes 
of Uber and other “black” TLC cars 
clogged Flatbush, seemingly from 
Marine Park well into downtown.

For most of the ride our driver had 
to swerve wildly to miss double- and 
triple-parked cars and large trucks 
hogging the right and sometimes cen-
ter lanes too. 

The short section of dedicated 
bus lanes proved a joke as it too was 
clogged with illegal vans and TLC 
cars stopping to load passengers. I fi-
nally got downtown, albeit almost an 
hour late, vowing to get back on the Q 
train forever more.

Before blaming bus drivers and 
managers, why not place responsi-
bility for our citywide poor bus ser-
vice squarely on the cause: failure of 
our top city leaders to un-cuff our po-
lice. It isn’t a violation of civil rights 
to get the dozens of unregulated il-
legal jitneys off the road. How about 
stringently enforcing bus lane clear-
ance laws, now collecting dust on the 
court shelves. What a joy it would be 
seeing a cop pull over a TLC car, in-
conveniencing his passenger, as he 
inconvenienced dozens behind him 
in a bus. Unless lawmakers get seri-
ous about this problem, all the grous-
ing and failed grading by these tran-
sit groups is for naught.

Robert W. Lobenstein
Marine Park

To the editor,
There are solutions to complaints 

concerning problems with delivery 
of mail. Congress needs to consider 
providing regulatory relief for re-
forms which could assist the Post Of-
fice in providing better services. The 
United States Postal Service has av-
eraged quarterly losses of $550 mil-
lion in 2017. 

This will now result in the price 
of a first class stamp going up by a 
penny from 49 cents to 50 cents later 
this year. One wonders why they pre-
viously first decreased the price of 
a first class stamp from 49 cents to 
47 cents, before bringing it back to 
49 cents. Part of the problem is that 
Congress in 2006 mandated that the 
Post Office fully fund 75 years of re-
tirement benefits for employees. 

This has contributed billions to the 
Post Office’s long term debt. While 
many private and other public re-
tirement plans are underfunded, the 
Postal Service is vastly overfunded. 
It is time for Congress to amend leg-
islation and afford the Post Office the 
ability to fund its retirement plan at a 
more reasonable level.

There are other initiatives which 
could assist the Postal Service in 
avoiding frequent postage stamp in-
creases. The Postal Service should 
continue with more joint business 
ventures like Amazon in expanding 
Sunday delivery. This could be the 
start of something big. Using under-
utilized assets and facilities on Sun-
day could generate badly needed 
revenues. This would assist in de-
veloping alternatives to the periodic 
increasing frequency of raising the 
price of a first class stamps every 
few  years. Why not consider going 
after other available untapped poten-
tial revenue streams? Consider these 
untapped sources to reduce operat-
ing deficits and perhaps even turn 
a small profit. The Postal Service 
could sell advertising space on the 
sides of mailboxes, inside and outside 
the post offices along with the small 
jeeps, regular trucks and heavy-duty 
long-haul trucks. Sell off some of the 
valuable real estate and move to less 
expensive locations.

Why not join banks and fast-food 
restaurants that sublet space at Wal-
Mart and other big box stores to open 
smaller post offices? Generate both 
revenue and customers by subletting 
excess capacity at underutilized post 
offices to other village, town, county, 
city, state or federal agencies along 
with private sector businesses. Li-
cense corporations to sponsor stamps 
for a fee.

Have members of Congress, State 
Legislature, New York City Council 
and other elected officials pay the 
real, full costs for their annoying fre-
quent bulk rate mailings to constit-
uents. They are nothing more than 
free re-election campaign brochures 
subsidized by taxpayers.  Charge the 
full price for all junk mail. Future in-
creases in the price of stamps should 
be directly tied to inflation.

The Postal Service should apply 
free-enterprise solutions including 
working with Amazon and other pri-
vate sector businesses to provide a 
more cost-effective product, reduce 
deficits and prevent more branches 
from closing thus keeping its com-
mitment to serve the public well.

Larry Penner
Great Neck
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LATE

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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JOHN J. HEALEY FUNERAL HOME
“Serving Brooklyn Since 1904”

2005 West 6th Street
718-743-1388

Visit us at: www.JohnJHealey.com
Manager: John LaGreca

John J. Healey Funeral Home is owned by Service Corporation International    
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston Tx. 77019  713-522-5141

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

anhattan subway rid-
ers may be giving seri-
ous thought to jumping 

the turnstile these days. Dis-
trict Attorney Cy Vance an-
nounced that, effective this 
month, his office will no lon-
ger prosecute fare beaters un-
less there is an open warrant 
or a past violent felony con-
viction. Vance’s unilateral 
decision that this violation is 
no longer serious enough to 
enforce is an open invitation 
to start riding the subways 
for free, especially with how 
dissatisfied New Yorkers are 
with the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority.

This ludicrous policy is 
wrong for a number of rea-
sons. First, the job of a dis-
trict attorney is to prosecute 
those who violate the laws 
on the books. And despite 
how Vance has now decided 
to treat it, fare beating is a 
crime. 

Specifically, according to 
Section 165.15 of New York 
State penal law, a person is 
guilty of “theft of services” 
when they have the “intent to 
obtain railroad, subway, bus, 
air, taxi, or any other public 

transportation method with-
out payment of the lawful 
charge.” 

This is a Class A criminal 
misdemeanor. 

Like all laws passed by leg-
islators, it is the job of the po-
lice to enforce them and the 
district attorneys to prosecute 
them. However, the Manhat-
tan district attorney’s office 
seems to feel quite differently, 

according to  Chief Assistant 
Manhattan District Attorney 
Karen Friedman Agnifilo, 

“We just sort of said to our-
selves, ‘What if we decided 
ourselves what we thought 
was worthy of the criminal 
justice system?’ ” she told the 
website Politico.

This logic sets a scary 
precedent and must not be 
permitted.

Another major concern 
about this new practice is the 
loss of revenue to the MTA. 
We all know the MTA needs 
serious cash and that the sub-
way system is a mess. We also 
know that Mayor DeBlasio 
and Gov. Cuomo are at odds 
over how much New York City 
should contribute to improve 
the system. This is why con-
gestion pricing is being con-
sidered, and there will be no 
surprise if fare hikes will also 
be announced sometime soon. 

It is ridiculous to encour-
age more subway riders to 
jump the turnstiles, causing 
the loss of much needed rev-
enue. 

And even though it 
shouldn’t, if the Manhattan 
DA’s office really wanted to 

reduce or eliminate its pros-
ecution of those who beat 
the fare, it shouldn’t broad-
cast its plan to the entire city. 
You don’t need a degree from 
Harvard to figure out that 
more individuals will now 
be emboldened to take their 
chances riding for free with 
this news.

Finally, prosecution of fare 
beating as well as other qual-
ity-of-life violations has been 
a key factor in transforming 
our city from being “ungov-
ernable” to being the safest 
big city in America. Many 
credit this renaissance to the 
efforts of our NYPD and its at-
tention to minor crimes. 

And one of those which 
was majorly enforced at the 
beginning of the turnaround 
was fare beating.

“The New York miracle, if 
you will, began with fare eva-
sion — fare evasion enforce-
ment on the subways 25 years 
ago,” former NYPD Commis-
sioner Bill Bratton said in 
February 2014. 

It has been demonstrated 
over and over that when the 
NYPD arrests fare beaters, 
they often find dangerous 

criminals in the process. 
The threat of criminal 

prosecution pushes most peo-
ple to follow the law. How can 
any reasonable person argue 
with this? 

Think about it: If the 
NYPD knows that the Man-
hattan DA’s Office will just 
let their arrests walk, what is 
the sense of going through the 
motions to book them? And 
once we go down this road, 
we’ll end up with a free for 
all on our already crowded, 
dirty, and delayed Manhattan 
subway lines. 

I have never hidden my op-
position to Mayor DeBlasio 
and his policies, but I com-
mend him today for oppos-
ing Vance on this issue. If 
Cy Vance decides that “theft 
of services” is not worthy 
of prosecution, what other 
crimes will he ignore? Is shop-
lifting next? 

It is a reasonable question 
to ask.

Bob Capano has been an 
adjunct political science pro-
fessor at the City University of 
New York who has worked for 
Republican and Democratic 
elected officials in Brooklyn.

THE RIGHT 
VIEW
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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HARBOR WATCH
Many boys share hobbies and 
pastimes with the patriarchs 
of their family. However, very 
few can say they’ve passed on 
combat advising as a fam-
ily tradition. This is true for 
Army Capt. Christopher J. 
Collins, operations advisor 
for 2nd Battalion, 1st Secu-
rity Force Assistance Bri-
gade and an Apollo Beach, 
Fla., native.

Collins’ grandfather, re-
tired Army Capt. James R. 
Collins, served in the Army 
as a member of the Vietnam 
Military Assistance Advi-
sory Group in the 1950s. 
At that time, the U.S. gov-
ernment decided it would 
be necessary to organize a 
specialized group of troops 
to coordinate procurement 

and dissemination of mili-
tary supplies and equip-
ment for South Vietnamese 
forces.

The MAAG consisted of a 
small number of selected sol-
diers who were also charged 
with the tasks of assisting in 
the training of South Viet-
namese troops and advising 
on strategies.

“He said back then they 
had two captains, and three 
or four noncommissioned 
offi cers,” Collins said of his 
grandfather’s experiences 
in Vietnam. “That was their 
version of a combat advisor 
team. They had six months 
of language training, some 
cultural classes and then 
your typical pre-deployment 
training.”

HARBOR WATCH
Air Force Reserve Tech. Sgt. Derrick Williams 
believes keeping busy helps his family, even 
when he’s not around due to his military ser-
vice.

“We’re a pretty active family,” Williams said 
at a Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program event 
he attended in Tucson, Az. in mid-January with 
his wife, Mea, and their two sons. “There’s al-
ways something to do, so regardless of whether 
I’m home or not, there’s pretty much a schedule 
and my wife, Mea, does an excellent job making 
sure that schedule is maintained.”

That busy schedule includes Mea’s work as 
a business executive, Williams’ civilian career 
as a Texas state trooper and the active partici-
pation of their sons, Tyjae and Jaden, in sports, 
martial arts and music. Williams also serves 
with the reserve’s 74th Aerial Port Squadron at 
Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, Tex.

Yellow ribbon program
Yellow Ribbon promotes the well-being of 

reservists and their families by connecting 
them with resources before and after deploy-
ments. It began in 2008 following a congres-
sional mandate for the Defense Department to 
help reservists and National Guard members 
maintain resiliency as they transitioned be-
tween their military and civilian roles. Each 
year, Yellow Ribbon trains 7,000 reservists and 
their family members in education benefi ts, 
health care, retirement information and more 
at a series of weekend training events such as 
the one the Williamses attended.

Williams’ sons recognize their busy sched-
ule can sometimes be stressful for their mother 
and help out around the home, especially when 
their father is away for military duty.

“I feel I have to be in charge, keep things 
steady and not chaotic when Dad’s not around,” 
said Tyjae, 14. “I have to play husband for Mom 
and help keep everything in order and be the 
best I can be so Mom doesn’t get stressed.”

Jaden, 11, feels the same way, speaking with 
a maturity beyond his age.

“Sometimes it’s frustrating when Daddy’s 
not home because we want to do something but 
Mommy has to work or we don’t have time to 
do it,” Jaden said. “I think about the situation 
and how Daddy isn’t home or he has to do some-
thing and Mommy is the boss at her job and she 
has a lot of work to do. Her schedule is already 
busy including our schedule, so it’s even more 
stress for her.”

The couple is pleased with how responsible 
their sons are.

“I’m proud of our boys and our family be-
cause I know a lot of families can be torn apart,” 
Williams said. “I think it’s been a growth fac-

tor for our family because they know Dad isn’t 
always there like some of their friends, but it’s 
a way of life.”

Aside from staying mentally and physically 
active, the Williams family rely on their faith 
to get through whatever life throws at them.

“Faith is a big thing in our family,” Mea 
said. “My faith puts things in perspective. Even 
when we come up against a challenge, we’re re-
minded that God doesn’t give us more than we 
can bear. We can get through anything, even 
a six-month deployment or a one-year deploy-
ment, we can still do it. In the end, we come out 
stronger.”

Williams said faith also helps him in his ci-
vilian law enforcement job.

“I’m the quintessential optimist, so I’m al-
ways looking for positivity even in the most 
negative situations,” he said. “[As a state 
trooper], I don’t always encounter people in 
the best situations. But even in those brief mo-
ments, my faith helps me to realize they’re peo-
ple just like I am.”

Mea believes any family can navigate mil-
itary life with a little bit of faith to guide the 
way.

“Tap into your faith and tap into the sup-
port system you have,” she said.

Williams also believes goal-setting can help 
military families.

“Many times, people begin to focus on the 
fact that they are gone for six months and that 
becomes overwhelming,” he said. “When I de-
ploy, I set goals for myself to make sure I keep 
myself busy and make sure I keep my mind oc-
cupied on positive things.”

Goal-setting also helps his sons and creates 
conversation pieces during phone conversa-
tions, Williams added.

FAMILY MATTERS: Retired Navy Seal Lt. Cmdr. James Collins, left, 
Army Capt. Christopher Collins, combat advisor with the 1st Security 
Force Assistance Brigade, center and Reitred Army Capt. James Col-
lins, right at the Maneuver Center of Excellence at Fort Benning, Ga. on 
June 7.  Sierra Melendez

Graduation day in 
the army for family

Continued on page 44

Keeping it together
Near or far, this family stays the course

FAITH AND FAMILY: Air Force Reservist Derrick Wil-
liams (second from left) wih his wife Mea and sons 
Tyjae and Jaden at home in Texas. The Williamses rely 
on their religious faith to navigate the challenges of 
Derrick’s sometimes-frequent military deployments. 
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HARBOR WATCH
It is uncertain what the record 
is for the time between Army 
parachute jumps, but Lt. Col. 
John Hall may hold it, at 30 
years and six months.

When Hall parachuted 
from a military aircraft last 
month, it was the fi rst time 
he had done so in more than 
30 years. Hall, a 53-year-old 
schoolteacher at Kearsley 
High School in Flint, Mich., is 
serving a one-year tour of duty 
in Vicenza, Italy, as the public 
affairs offi cer for the storied 
173rd Airborne Brigade, the 
contingency response force 
for U.S. Army Europe, Africa 
and the Middle East.

“I fi rst worked with the 
173rd Airborne when I was put 
on active duty with the Michi-
gan National Guard in 2014 and 
sent to the Baltic Countries of 
Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia 
in support of Operation At-
lantic Resolve and in support 
of Latvia, our State Partner-
ship Nation,” Hall said. “The 
173rd Airborne public affairs 
leaders and I developed a close 
working relationship, so last 
summer when they needed an 
experienced public affairs of-
fi cer to lead their team, I was 
selected and put on orders.”

The 173rd Brigade com-
mander sent word to Hall that 
he would be expected to jump 
from aircraft as a part of his 
duties.

“I was really excited and 
completely terrifi ed at the 
same time. I graduated from 
‘Jump School’ when I was 19 
years old and last jumped 
when I was 22, so I knew what 
to do,” Hall said with a laugh.

The 173rd put Hall through 
a one-day airborne refresher 
course, he said. This training 
included parachute landing, 
actions in the aircraft and 
emergency procedures, fol-
lowed by multiple jumps from 
a 34-foot tower in which his 

technique was assessed.
The next day, Hall re-

ported to Aviano Air Base in 
northern Italy, donned his 
parachute with a couple of 
hundred other soldiers from 
the 173rd Airborne Brigade, 
climbed aboard an Air Force 
C-17 aircraft and, when 1,200 
feet over the Juliet Drop Zone, 
exited the door and tested his 
training.

Perfect landing
“The jet blast spun me in 

the air so when my ‘chute de-
ployed it was pretty twisted 
and did not have a full can-
opy,” Hall said. “I was sur-
prised that I automatically 
reached up, pulled the ‘risers’ 
apart and worked the para-
chute fully open. Good train-
ing takes over and we auto-
matically do the right thing. 
I then checked my position in 
the sky and prepared to land. 
It was all over in less than a 
minute. I took up a good para-
chute landing fall position and 
the landing was perfect.”

Hall has served in the 
Army since graduating from 
LakeVille High School in the 
Flint area where he was an 
All-State wrestler, president 
of the school’s student council 
and where he began dating his 
eventual wife, Laura.

“I enlisted as a combat 
medic when I was 19 years old 
and served in the 82nd Air-
borne Division in the mid-
1980s, where we conducted 
frequent parachute operations 
as a part of our combat train-
ing,” Hall said. “After leaving 
the 82nd, I didn’t think I would 
ever jump from a military air-
craft ever again.”

Since leaving active duty 
with the 82nd, Hall has served 
in the Army Reserve, the Flor-
ida and Michigan National 
Guard, and has been called 
back to active duty — to in-
clude combat duty in Iraq — 

on multiple occasions, but he 
has not been assigned to a unit 
with an airborne mission un-
til now.

He was initially commis-
sioned as a cavalry offi cer 
following offi cer candidate 
school and served as a Scout 
Platoon Leader in E Troop, 
153rd Cavalry Regiment in 
Ocala, Fla. His later assign-
ments include company com-
mander in the 1-125 Infantry 
in Flint, Mich., as well as exec-
utive offi cer and commander 
of the 126th Press Camp Head-
quarters at Fort Custer, Mich. 
It was in the 126th PCH that 
Hall served a combat tour in 
Baghdad.

Service in Iraq
Oddly enough, while serv-

ing as a press offi cer for Multi-
national Forces Iraq, Hall was 
serving in a combat zone at 
the same time as his daughter, 
Savannah, who had recently 
been commissioned as an offi -
cer through the University of 
Michigan ROTC program.

“My daughter, Savannah, 
grew up around the Army 
and has seen me in uniform 
since I was in the 82nd Air-
borne,” Hall said. “She de-
cided when she went to col-
lege that she wanted to enroll 
in ROTC, serve in the Army 
and be a paratrooper. It was 
indeed a proud moment when 
I pinned her ‘Jump Wings’ on 
her at Fort Benning, Ga. And 
now my youngest daughter, 
Samantha, is shipping off to 
Army basic training later this 
spring. It remains to be seen if 
she, too, will become a para-
trooper.”

Hall has been working in 
Vicenza, Italy, on the senior 
staff of the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade since August 2017. In 
this short time, he has sup-
ported airborne combat train-
ing in Latvia, Germany, Slo-
venia, a historic mission to 

Serbia, mountaineering train-
ing with the Italian Alpini 
Brigade, and next week will 
travel to Toulouse, France, to 
support 173rd Airborne com-
bined engineering operations 
with French paratroopers.

High operational 
tempo

“The operational tempo 
here at the 173rd Airborne is 
intense. We continually have 
combat training going on with 
our NATO allies throughout 
Europe,” Hall said. “Our com-
mand philosophy is that we 
are always ‘preparing our sol-
diers for the unforgiving cru-
cible of ground combat.’”

A signifi cant part of this, 
in the 173rd Airborne Brigade, 
is conducting airborne opera-
tions, so Hall will complete 
several more jumps from mil-
itary aircraft in the coming 
months.

As far as teaching is con-
cerned, Hall intends to return 
to the classroom to teach Eng-
lish, history and theater for 
the fall 2018 semester. It is cer-
tain that the dynamic training 
and real-world experiences 
contribute to his classes and 
his students’ enthusiasm.

Until then, Hall is an Army 
paratrooper and he said he’s 
proud of the soldiers he works 
with.

Hall added, “It is truly an 
honor to be able to serve with 
the ‘Sky Soldiers’ of the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade. To be able 
to begin my military career 
with the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion and end it with the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade is remark-
able. I am humbled every day 
by the discipline, determina-
tion and dedication of these 
young Americans forward sta-
tioned and always prepared to 
defend their country.”

UPS AND DOWNS: Army Lt. Col John Hall performed his fi rst Army para-
chute jump more than 30 years ago, and he’s still jumping for the 173rd 
Army Brigade. Staff Sgt. Alexander Henninger

2nd Jump a charm
Lt. Col. executes a perfect 10 landing on jump

Similar missions
Collins is assigned to the 

1st SFAB, that’s slated to de-
ploy to Afghanistan soon to 
conduct a similar mission as 
his grandfather — nearly 60 
years later and in another 
part of the world.

Collins jumped at the op-

portunity to volunteer for the 
SFAB when it was presented 
to him. He credits the advice 
of not only his grandfather, 
but his father — retired Navy 
Seal Lt. Cmdr. James W. Col-
lins — as well.

“They both said that I 
would be a good fi t for it,” Col-
lins said. “My grandpa said 
‘There’s more similarities be-
tween people than differences.’ 
And that’s something I always 

saw to be true throughout my 
time overseas, in addition to 
being a language major.”

While this is Collins’ fi rst 
deployment as a combat advi-
sor, he said the life-like train-
ing he has received during the 
1st SFAB’s rotation at the Joint 
Readiness Training Center 
here, along with the personal 
anecdotes his grandfather has 
passed along to him, have pre-
pared him for the operation.

“I’ve learned very quickly 
that there’s strength in num-
bers,” Collins said. “So work-
ing alongside these partners 
from other countries and com-
bining thoughts and ideas can 
produce results with lasting 
impacts.”

Collins hopes his time in 
the SFAB and the training 
and guidance the unit brings 
will resonate with the Afghan 
partners he works alongside 

with — similar to the infl u-
ence he believes his grandfa-
ther left on the soldiers of Viet-
nam.

“It’s been an awesome 
experience,” Collins said. 
“The training I’ve received 
is some of the best I have 
ever gotten in the Army — 
and I’ve been to Combat Dive 
School, Ranger School and 
the French Forces Command 
School.”

Continued from cover

FAMILY
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By Julianne McShane

He’s just a god from Brooklyn. 
The Norse god Thor will do 

battle with his villainous brother 
Loki at Barclays Center next week, along-
side a longbox-worth of Marvel super-
heroes and their foes, including Spider-
Man, the Green Goblin, Brooklyn kid 
Captain America, the Guardians of the 
Galaxy, and Doctor Strange. The live-
action show “Marvel Universe Live: Age 
of Heroes,” running for nine performanc-
es starting on Feb. 25, is so filled with 
stunts, action, and special effects that it 
leaves the Marvel films behind, said the 
Bedford-Stuyvesant actor who portrays 
the God of Thunder.

“There’s a lot of combat, a lot of cool 
special effects. It’s a stunt show — if 
anything, it’s more like an action movie, 

but live in front of you,” said Gjermund 
Gjesme, who grew up in Norway, just 
like the mythical character he plays. He 
moved to the Borough of Kings in 2014, 
after two years in the Norwegian military 
— a job he said helped prepare him for his 
onstage fights.

“It definitely helps with my mental 
toughness, being able to be fierce and 
ready to deal with how hard it is to 
rehearse a production like this,” he said. 
“But I thought in my mind, if I’m getting 
a role in this production, it’ll be Thor.” 

To portray the stormy deity, Gjesme 
must don an elaborate, colorful costume 
that enhances his already impressive phy-
sique — but which makes the action a 
little more difficult, he said.

“I have a muscle suit, helmet, and cape 
— it makes it extra challenging to per-

form the stunts, but it makes it look even 
cooler if you can do it,” said Gjesme.  

During the show, Thor and his buddies 
team up to wrestle control of a mystical 
McGuffin back from Loki, the God of 
Mischief, who plans to use its power to 
rule the world. The super-battles include 
a large ensemble of battle fighters, who 
wear about 100 outfits between them, 
according to costume designer Mark 
Koss. The superheroes’ super-sized bod-
ies made dressing them a special chal-
lenge, said Koss. 

“One of the really difficult and won-
derful parts of this show was how to cre-
ate costumes that really could be active 
and move, are really durable and cool 
for audience members to watch,” he said. 
“They aren’t humans and therefore don’t 
have human proportions.” 

Rocket Raccoon and Groot, from the 
Guardians of the Galaxy, are the short-
est and tallest characters in the show, 
respectively, and the producers put the 
characters on stage next to each other to 
emphasize their size differences, Koss 
said. 

“We tried to find the shortest actor we 
could to play Rocket and then dealt with 
the proportions,” said Koss, who added 
that Groot towers eight feet high thanks 
to two-foot stilts built into his outfit. 
“Rocket is always next to Groot to make 
Rocket feel shorter and Groot feel taller.” 

“Marvel Universe Live!” at Barclays 
Center (620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, www.barclay-
scenter.com). Feb. 22–24 at 7 pm, Feb. 
23–24 at 11 am and 3 pm, Feb. 25 at noon 
and 4 pm. $19–$120.

Marvel heroes fight evil at Barclays Center

Super Super 
brawlbrawl

Changing of the guard: The actors playing 
the Guardians of the Galaxy in the “Marvel 
Universe Live!” show at Barclays Center  
must wear full-body costumes, stilts, and 
plenty of makeup. Feld Entertainment
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By Julianne Cuba

This show is ’maid in 
Brooklyn!

A pair of Brooklyn 
comedians have put a peppy musi-
cal spin on the dystopian television 
series “The Handmaid’s Tale,” and 
moved its story to the hip Borough 
of Kings. The Hulu series, based on 
Margaret Atwood’s novel about a 
world where the few fertile women 
are forced to become sexual ser-
vants, often features emotional-
ly devastating rape scenes, but 
“Handmaid’s Tale: The Musical,” 
playing at the Bell House on March 
8, drops them in favor of laughs 
and dance numbers, said one of its 
creators.

“We lighten up a lot of those 
things. Part of the reason we want-
ed to do this is watching the show 
is so hard, through humor and 
satire it makes it less of a taxing 
experience for women to watch,” 
said Marcia Belsky who lives in 
Bushwick and co-wrote the parody 
with Greenpoint comedian Melissa 
Stokoski. “We wanted to make it a 
little less rapey for our purposes.”

The bleak nature of the show 
makes it especially funny that it 
would be adapted into a musi-
cal, just like lighthearted recent 
Broadway shows “Groundhog 
Day: the Musical” and “Spongebob 
Squarepants: the Musical,” said the 
writers.

“We were watching ‘The 
Handmaid’s Tale” together and jok-
ing about how everything becomes 
a musical, and how it would be 

funny if ‘Handmaid’s Tale’ did 
because it’s so dark,” said Belsky. 

Belsky and Stokoski re-imag-
ined the story’s main character, 
a handmaid named Offred, as a 
20-something millennial who loses 
her job as a barista, and they trade 
the restrictions imposed by its theo-
cratic army, such as women being 
forbidden to read or move about 
freely, for more lighthearted mod-
ern-day travesties, said Belsky. 

“Offred starts out as sort of 
typical musical theater heroine, 
naive and starry-eyed, excited to 
move to New York,” she said. “We 
sort of rewrite, for our own parody 
purpose, what a coup of this nature 

would look like: our social media 
taken away, my Sephora points 
went to zero — what would it look 
like for us?”

And what better place to set 
a dystopian society than hipster 
Brooklyn, she asked herself. 

“We basically looked at shows 
like ‘Girls’ — pretty much every 
millennial female story takes place 
in Brooklyn, so why not ‘The 
Handmaid’s Tale?’ ” said Belsky. 

“Handmaid’s Tale: The Musical” 
at the Bell House (149 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, www.thebellhouseny.
com). March 8 at 8 pm. $15 ($10 in 
advance).

By Alexandra Simon

Call it motion picture litera-
ture. 

A new film festival will 
showcase the private lives of some 
of the world’s most popular writ-
ers. The inaugural LitFilm Festival, 
debuting on Feb. 20 at the Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central Branch, 
will screen a dozen films that exam-
ine their work of authors and their 
lives behind the pen, said the series 
programmer.

“Some of these of films are 
interesting because we are really 
looking at these subjects, their liter-
ary work, and the characters they 
conceived — and I think that is a 
very important part of literary heri-
tage,” said Jakab Orsos. 

The festival also gives new life 
to films that have languished in 
obscurity, said Orsos. 

“I had the had idea after watch-

ing and learning about different 
documentaries, and it was nice to 
look into these films more, because 
most of the time they are broadcast 
once or twice and they disappear,” 
he said.

One of those old films is 
1989’s “James Baldwin: Price of 
the Ticket,” screening on Feb. 22, 
a documentary that uses archival 
footage of the novelist and black 
gay activist, who died in 1987.

The opening day of the festi-
val will feature a keynote address 
by Rebecca Miller, who directed 
an intimate documentary about her 
father, famed playwright Arthur 
Miller, who wrote “Death of a 
Salesman” and “The Crucible,” 
and the former husband of Marilyn 
Monroe. Her film, “Arthur Miller: 
Writer,” will show on Feb. 21 at 
7:30 pm.

Other films look at the lives 

of authors Alice Walker, Susan 
Sontag, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, 
and William S. Burroughs, along 
with one that examines the birth 
and legacy of the comic book char-
acter Wonder Woman. 

“LitFilm Festival” at Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central Branch 
[10 Grand Army Plaza at Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 
230–2100, www.bklynlibrary.org]. 
Feb. 20–25 at various times. Free.

By Julianne McShane

Hail to the chiefs!
President George 

Washington will don 
his powdered wig and cross 
the Gowanus to join 44 other 
Presidents of the United States 
onstage for a comedy show 
next week. The duo behind 
“Every President Ever: 
Together Again,” at Littlefield 
on Feb. 21, hope the show will 
help Brooklynites to under-
stand the men behind the 
monuments.

“I hope it takes these peo-
ple out of the history books 
a little bit,” said co-creator 
Kate Villa, who will also 
play Teddy Roosevelt. “That 
was definitely our goal, see-
ing these people as humans 
for the first time instead of 
just portraits. They look very 
stoic, inhuman, difficult to 
relate to when you see them 
as portraits, and I think bring-
ing them into the modern day 
is a fun way to engage with 
history.” 

During the show, 45 come-
dians will each portray one 
of the chief executives, wear-
ing a costume of their own 
making and performing a one-
minute sketch that showcases 
that president’s personality. 
The performers drew their 
president out of a hat, said 
the show’s creators, to avoid 
competition over who would 
play Abraham Lincoln, and so 
that someone would play 13th 
president Millard Fillmore. 

Villa and co-creator 
Alexandria Iona, who will 
play James Madison, came up 
with the idea last fall, after 
reading “The Complete Book 
of U.S. Presidents,” a nearly 
1,000-page tome that explores 

the lives and personality of 
the presidents. From the book, 
they learned that President 
Obama loves “Harry Potter, 
doing the dishes, and choco-
late — but hates ice cream,” 
said Iona, and that Jimmy 
Carter is a speed-reader who 
can read more than 2,000 
words a minute.

President Trump will also 
make an appearance at the 
show, but the Tweeter-in-chief 
will get no more time than 
a member of the powdered-
wig brigade, said the creators. 
However, there is something 
special planned for the 60-sec-
ond Trump impersonation 
— it will double as a fund-
raiser for the American Civil 
Liberties Union, though the 
exact details will remain a 
surprise until the show.

Diving into the history 
books to research the show 
gave its creators a welcome 
escape from the daily stress of 
political headlines, said Iona, 
and it helped to give them a 
non-partisan view of history. 

“Going back and reading 
about things we didn’t know 
about presidents from yester-
year has been fun and educa-
tional, because we’re not deal-
ing with it from day-to-day,” 
she said. “It’s non-political, 
and more personality based: 
stuff they liked to do, who 
they hung out with, weird stuff 
they said. It’s more light and 
surprising, and it’s been a fun 
journey discovering some very 
silly things about these guys.”

“Every President Ever” 
at Littlefield (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, www.
littlefieldnyc.com). Feb. 21 at 
9 pm. $8. 

Lit up on screen

SCARLET WOMEN

Blessed be the fruit: Comedians Melissa Stokoski and Marcia Belsky created and per-
form in musical parody version of the bleak television series “The Handmaid’s Tale,” 
at the Bell House on March 8.  Mindy Tucker

Dynamic duo: Kate Villa and Alexandria Iona, the creators of the “Every 
President Ever” show at Littlefield on Feb. 21, will play Teddy Roosevelt 
and James Madison, respectively. Mark Bracamonte

Meet the Prezs
Comedy show welcomes 
45 commanders-in-chief

Musical ‘Handmaid’s Tale’ at Bell House

Lit up: The film “Arthur Miller: Writer,” 
directed by the playwright’s daughter 
Rebecca Miller, will screen at the LitFilm 
Festival at Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central Branch on Feb. 21. Arthur Miller
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FRI, FEB. 16
ART, “WATERFRONT”: An 

immersive, multimedia 
exhibition exploring the 
history of Brooklyn’s coast-
line. $10 ($6 seniors and 
teachers; free for students 
and members). 11 am to 
8 pm. Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society (DUMBO) [55 
Water St. at Main Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

ART, “CORRESPONDENCE”: 
Portraiture and stories 
of the 20-plus remaining 
US-held political prisoners 
jailed for their activism in 
the black liberation move-
ments of the 1960s and 
1970s; from artist Sophia 
Dawson. Free. Noon–6 
pm. Okay Space Gallery 
(281 N. Seventh Street, 
between Havemeyer Street 
and Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg). 

READING, “BEAR AND 
WOLF”: Daniel Salmieri 
reads from his debut pic-
ture book about friend-
ship. Free. 4 pm. Books are 
Magic [225 Smith Street at 
Smith and Butler streets 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
246–2665], www.booksa-
remagic.net. 

DINING, DUCLAW BREW-
ING TASTING EVENT: Du-
Claw brings its stout, por-
ter, IPA, ale, and lager for 
you to sample. Free. 6–8 
pm. Prospect Heights Beer 
Works [648 Washington 
Ave. between Dean and 
Bergen streets in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 623–2337], 
www.phbeerworksny.com. 

THEATER, “A NEW BRAIN”: 
A musical by the Tony 
Award-winning authors of 
“Falsettos, “inspired by 
William Finn’s own near-
death experience. $25 
($20 children and seniors). 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “AMERICAN ES-
CAPE ARTIST”: Thomas 
Solomon will perform a 
solo show of amazing, 
unique escape artistry. 
$15. 8 pm. Coney Island 
USA [1208 Surf Ave. at 
W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159], 
www.coneyisland.com. 

MUSIC, SAMEER GUPTA: 
With Brandee Younger 
Trio. $20–$30. 8:00 pm. 
Littlefi eld (635 Sackett St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, GAIAMAMOO, 
JANTAR: The fi nal night 
of Mixology Festival 2018 
showcases Japanese duo 
Gaiamamoo, followed by 
Bushwick collective Jantar, 
both combining music with 
visual elements. $20 ($15 
in advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
(509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill), 
www.roulette.org. 

MUSIC, STARCRAWLER: The 
youthful Los Angeles rock 
band brings its frenetic, 
blood-spouting live show 
to Rough Trade. With 
opening acts Dr. Danny 
and Sundown Club. $14 
($12 in advance). 9 pm. 
Rough Trade [64 N. Ninth 
St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–4111], 
www.roughtradenyc.com. 

SAT, FEB. 17
TOUR, BLACK HISTORY 

MONTH AT GREEN-
WOOD: This trolley tour 
ill visit the graves of many 
prominent black New York-
ers, including abolitionists, 
the fi rst black female doc-
tor in the state; New York’s 
fi rst black millionaire, and 
the burial lots known in 
the 19th century as “the 
Colored Lots.”” $20. 11 
am. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

THEATER, “A NEW BRAIN”: 
8 pm. See Friday, Feb. 16. 

THEATER, “EMERGENCY”: 
Daniel Beaty portrays 
more than 40 characters 
in this solo theatrical tour-
de-force about a slave ship 
that emerges out of the 
Hudson River in present-
day New York Harbor. $30. 
8 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.kumble-
theater.org. 

FILM, “THE LEGO BATMAN 
MOVIE”: A free screening 
of the best Batman movie, 
with arts and crafts from 
Project kid! Free. 10 am. 
Industry City Factory Floor 
[274 36th St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park, (718) 417–
7362], www.industrycity.
com. 

FAMILY, YEAR OF THE DOG 
AT THE PROSPECT PARK 
ZOO: Explore the park’s 
resident canines, the din-
goes, while Chinese The-
atre Works performs pup-
pet shows. $8 ($5 kids). 10 
am–5 pm. Prospect Park 
Zoo [450 Flatbush Ave. at 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 399–7339], 
prospectparkzoo.com. 

FAMILY, LUNAR NEW YEAR 
CELEBRATION: Lunar New 

Year activities through-
out the day, including a 
kid-friendly sing-along at 
11 am; a dumpling cook-
ing demonstration at 2 
pm; and a Lunar New Year 
Parade with the Wan Chi 
Ming Dragon Dance Team 
at 3:30 pm. Free. 11 am–4 
pm. Beyond At Liberty 
View [850 Third Ave. at 
30th Street in Sunset Park, 
(929) 305–3824], www.
bedbathandbeyond.com. 

FILM, “GONE WITH THE 
WIND”: Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center Movie Night pres-
ents a light dinner, pop-
corn, and the classic fi lm. 
$25 ($20 members). 7 pm. 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
[8025 Fourth Ave. between 
80th and 81st streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 836–
3103], www.brjc.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, DERBYTAUNT: 
Gotham Girls Roller Derby 
start-of-season party. 
$15–$20. 9 pm. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

SUN, FEB. 18
THEATER, THEATRESPORTS: 

A zany ensemble of pro-
fessional actors presents 
improvisational theatre 
as a competitive sport. 
$10 (Free for adults). 12 
pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

FILM, “THE GODDESS”: 
The 1934 Chinese silent 
fi lm gets a live score from 
Min Xiao-Fen. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 4 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

THEATER, “EMERGENCY”: 3 
pm. See Saturday, Feb. 17. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The crooner celebrates 

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

the birthday of composer 
Harold Arlen, who wrote 
“Over the Rainbow,” “Ac-
centuate the Positive,” and 
“That Old Black Magic.” 
Free. 1:30–4:30 pm. Gulf 
Coast [6901 Third Avenue 
at 69th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(347)-662–6644]. 

MON, FEB. 19
ART, “CORRESPONDENCE” 

AND SPOKEN WORD: 
Poet Cyrus Aaron performs 
in front of artist Sophia 
Dawson’s paintings of 
imprisoned Black Panther 
leaders. Free. 7 pm. Okay 
Space Gallery (281 N. 
Seventh Street, between 
Havemeyer Street and 
Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg). 

COMEDY, BUTTERBOY: The 
Monday-night comedy 
show hosted by Jo Fires-
tone, Aparna Nancherla, 
and Maeve Higgins wel-
comes rising stars of com-
edy. $10 ($8 in advance). 8 
pm. Littlefi eld (635 Sackett 
St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.littlefi eldnyc.
com.  

TUES, FEB. 20
OUTDOORS, SHELTER 

BUILDING: Urban Park 
Rangers teach kids how to 
create a shelter from natu-
ral and man-made objects. 
Free. 1 pm to 2:30 pm. Salt 
Marsh Nature Center [3302 
Avenue U in Marine Park, 
(718) 421–2021]. 

FAMILY, CELEBRATE THE 
YEAR OF THE DOG: Ming 
Liang Lu demonstrates 
paper cutting, an ancient 
Chinese art form dating 
from the Han dynasty. 
Sponsored by Apple Bank. 
Free. 3 pm. Kings Bay Pub-
lic Library [3650 Nostrand 
Ave. between Avenues W 
and X, (718) 368–1709], 
Sheepshead Bay. 

TALK, “HOW THE POTTY 
TRAINED US”: Shawn 
Shafner unearths the ori-
gins of our current bath-
room taboos and exposes 
how current sanitary prac-
tices threaten our health, 
environment, and the 40% 
of the world still living 
without safe toilets. Free. 
6:30 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.kumble-
theater.org. 

MUSIC, “OYSTER”: An ex-
perimental opera about 
blues and folk music archi-
vist Alan Lomax, who used 
early computer technolo-
gies to analyze sung music 
from around the world. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

WED, FEB. 21
THEATER, “FOUR TREA-

SURES: A Bounty of Tra-
ditional Chinese Perform-
ing Arts”: Chinese Theater 
Works presents a broad 
cross section of Chinese 
operas, music and dance; 
in honor of the lunar new 
year. Free. 3 pm. Highlawn 
Public Library (1664 W 13th 
St. between Quentin Road 
and Kings Highway in Gra-

WED, FEB. 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V INDIANA PAC-
ERS: $13–$757. 7:30 pm.

THU, FEB. 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS V NEW 
YORK RANGERS: $79–
$650. 7 pm.

FRI, FEB. 16
COMEDY, KATT WIL-

LIAMS: $65–$130. 8 pm.

SAT, FEB. 17
MUSIC, LADIES NIGHT 

R&B SUPER JAM: Fea-
turing Bobby Brown, 
Bell Biv Devoe, Black-
street, and more. $81–
$156. 8 pm.

MON, FEB. 19
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V MINNE-
SOTA WILD: $20–$350. 
1 pm.

THU, FEB. 22
THEATER, MARVEL UNI-

VERSE LIVE: $15–$95. 
7 pm.

FRI, FEB. 23
THEATER, MARVEL UNI-

VERSE LIVE: $15–$95. 
11 am, 3 pm, 7 pm.

SAT, FEB. 24
THEATER, MARVEL UNI-

VERSE LIVE: $15–$95. 
11 am, 3 pm, 7 pm.

SUN, FEB. 25
THEATER, MARVEL UNI-

VERSE LIVE: $15–$95. 
Noon, 4 pm.

MON, FEB. 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V CHICAGO 
BULLS: $26–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, MARCH 1
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS V MON-
TREAL CANADIENS: 

$20–$350. 7 pm.

SAT, MARCH 2
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: De-
ontay Wilder v Luis Ori-
tiz. $57–$757. 6 pm.

TUE, MARCH 6
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT: $55. 
Noon.

WED, MARCH 7
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT: $55. 
Noon and 7 pm.

THU, MARCH 8
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT: $55. 
Noon and 7 pm.

FRI, MARCH 9
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT SEMI-
FINALS: $55. 7 pm.

SAT, MARCH 10
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT FI-
NALS: $55. 8:30 pm.

SUN, MARCH 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V PHILADELPHIA 
76ERS: $26–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, MARCH 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V TORONTO 
RAPTORS: $26–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, MARCH 1
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V WASH-
INGTON CAPITALS: 
$15–$400. 7 pm.

Continued on page 49

Black and write: While “Black Panther” is in theaters, Sophia 
Dawson’s “Correspondence” exhibit of paintings of impris-
oned, real-life Black Panther Party members in on display at 
the Okay Space Gallery in Williamsburg. The artist will host 
a spoken-word event at the gallery on Feb. 19 and a closing 
reception on Feb. 24. Sophia Dawson

Bell of the ball: The “Ladies Night R&B Super Jam” at Barclays 
Center on Feb. 17 will have an all-star lineup that includes 
1990s New Jack Swing band Bell Biv Devoe. 
 Associated Pres / Chris Pizzello
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By Winnie McCroy

How Sweet Tits is!
A lesbian punk rock quar-

tet will offer a sneak peek at 
the vulgar, hilarious songs from its 
upcoming album during a concert at 
Freddy’s Bar on Feb. 17. The Brooklyn 
band Sweet Tits, which blends high 
musical talent and lowbrow humor, 
models itself on the fictitious British 
heavy metal band Spinal Tap, accord-
ing to its lead singer. 

“If I could write a song even half as 
good as ‘Big Bottom’ in my lifetime, 
I’d retire happy,” said Lola Rocknrolla, 
who lives in Fort Greene.

In addition to Lola Rocknrolla, 
on vocals and saxophone, the band 
includes Alicia Godsberg on guitar, 
Sandy “Candee” Brockwell on bass, 
and Kiki Barrera on drums. All the 
band members are skilled musicians, 
and several also have a background 
in improv comedy. 

The band started in 2013 with a 
simple ambition: to pick up chicks, 
said Lola.

“Alicia was heartbroken over her 
ex-girlfriend and I was dealing with 
my wife leaving, so we started this 
crazy band to attract chicks who’d 
show us their boobs, and throw their 
underwear at us,” she said.

The band played its first show 
at New York City Pride, and were 
slightly chagrined to see a 12-year-old 
girl head-banging to their profanity-
laden songs. Still, Pride remains the 
band’s favorite gig. With hits includ-
ing “Your Pussy Just Blew My Mind,” 
the band often plays at gay bars and 

burlesque spots in Manhattan, but its 
Brooklyn home is Freddy’s, a quirky 
dive bar renowned for its tater tots, 
said Lola. 

“It’s got a great vibe; we play 
there every New Year’s Eve,” she 
said. “Alicia proposed to her now-wife 
there two years ago to the song ‘Disco 
Pussy,’ a sort of love song to vaginas. 
They got married [at Freddy’s], and 
we all ate tater tots at their wedding.”

The band is currently working on 
its second album, “The Tits Keep on 
Comin.’ ” Candee said that her favor-
ite song on the album is “Chopper 
Punk Rocker,” a love song to her dog, 

while Lola favors “Sleep With the 
Band,” which recounts the band’s ori-
gin story. Guitarist Alicia especially 
enjoys shredding on the tune “Fisting 
on the First Date,” but they all agree 
that the vulgar ode to a female body 
part “C---” is their current favorite.

“Most of our music is really stu-
pid,” said Lola. “We vow to be the 
dumbest band in Brooklyn, if not in 
the world.” 

Sweet Tits at Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 18th 
streets in Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131, www.freddysbar.com). Feb. 
17 at 10:30 pm. Free.

By Julianne McShane

This weekend in Bay Ridge will 
be music to your ears!

On Saturday, cruise over to 
Red, White, and Brew (8910 Fifth 
Ave. between 89th and 90th streets) 
to fill your afternoon with British 
rock hits: the septet London Fogg will 
play its beloved repertoire of tunes 
from across the pond by the Beatles, 
the Rolling Stones, the Animals, and 
more. The free four-hour set kicks off 
at 3:30 pm. 

After the show, slow it down with 
some soulful melodies! Mosey over to 
Brooklyn Firefly (7003 Third Ave. 
at Ovington Avenue), where the Ken 
Simon Quartet will play a free two-
hour jazz concert starting at 8:30 pm. 
The group will perform the songs of 
jazz legends including Miles Davis, 
John Coltrane, Thelonius Monk, and 
Charlie Parker.

And you can keep the music train 

rolling all night by homing in to the 
Three Jolly Pigeons (6802 Third Ave. 
at 68th Street) for the music of Full 
Disclosure, who will play three sepa-

rate sets of classic and alternative rock, 
modern hits, Motown, and party music. 
The trio takes the stage at 10 pm. 

On Sunday, sashay all the way 
to Gulf Coast (6901 Third Ave. at 
Bay Ridge Avenue) to hear crooner 
Martin McQuade serenade you with 
songs from composer Harold Arlen — 
whose creations include “(Somewhere) 
Over the Rainbow,” “Blues in the 
Night,” and “Accentuate the Positive” 
— beginning at 1:30 pm. Pianist Dan 
Furman will accompany McQuade for 
the free, three-hour show to celebrate 
Arlen’s 113th birthday. 

Finally, close out your weekend 
of musical indulgence with one more 
concert. On Sunday night, set your 
blue suede shoes stepping over to the 
Greenhouse Café (7717 Third Ave. 
between 77th and 78th streets) to hear 
Tommy Anderson and Mary Ellen 
take on their favorite oldies of the 
Elvis generation at a free 6 pm show.

By Adam Lucente

This workshop has a 
lot of buzz!

A rooftop farm 
in the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard will teach urban-
ites the secret to raising 
bees and harvesting their 
honey while in a crowded 
borough. And those who 
take the “Introduction to 
Beekeeping” class at the 
Brooklyn Grange on Feb. 
18 may learn something 
from the way the industri-
ous insects work togeth-
er, said one of the farm’s 
founders.

“They all work col-
laboratively to the ben-
efit of the organism,” said 
Anastasia Plakias. “In a 
city like New York, it can 
feel like we’re working 
against each other.”

Brooklyn Grange 
keeps 30 beehives at dif-
ferent rooftop locations 
throughout the city, and its 
bee classes are among its 
most popular events, said 
Plakias. The class on Feb. 
18 is designed for those 
who are totally new to the 
subject, covering bee anat-
omy, their role in the envi-
ronment, and how much 
outdoor space you need to 
keep a beehive — which is 
less than you might think, 
said its teacher.

“Four by four feet is 
enough space to keep a 
beehive,” said Carin Zinter, 
a professional beekeeper. 
“It’s not space intensive.”

Bees also require a 
source of fresh water near 
the hive, she said, and 
beekeepers must register 
their hives with the New 

York City Department of 
Health.

Bees are dormant for 
the winter, so the beekeep-
ing season in Brooklyn 
typically begins in April. 
But those seeking sweet 
returns must be patient, 
said Zinter — beekeepers 
usually harvest honey in 
the fall of the year after 
starting the hive. During 
the first year, the hive will 
need all its honey as a 
food source to survive the 
winter. 

Those who do not keep 
bees can still support the 
busy buzzers by buying 
local, said Zinter.

“If you buy local honey, 
it supports local beekeep-
ers,” she said. “People 
sometimes don’t think 
about where the honey they 
buy comes from.”

Brooklynites can also 
support the green spaces 
that bees need, said Zinter.

“Rooftop farms, gar-
dens, parks. Support these 
spaces anyway you can,” 
she said.

Zinter and Brooklyn 
Grange have a bee in their 
bonnet about the honey 
producers, bee-cause bees 
pollinate a wide variety of 
the vegetables and fruits 
that humans eat.

“They’re out there polli-
nating our food and plants,” 
said Plakias. “They’re criti-
cal to the ecosystem.”

“Introduction to 
Beekeeping” at Brooklyn 
Grange (63 Flushing Ave. 
at Clinton Avenue in Fort 
Greene, www.brooklyn-
grangefarm.com]. Feb. 18 
at 11 am. $45. 

Music soothes the savage Bay Ridge

BAND OF BOOBS

Sax and sexy: The lesbian rock band Sweet Tits, shown chilling at an ice cream truck, will 
rock Freddy’s Bar on Feb. 17. 

Oh say can you bee: Brooklyn Grange will host an “Introduction 
to Beekeeping” class on Feb. 18, where you can learn how bees 
like these produce honey.  ©Esther Horvath

Oh, bee-hive!
Rooftop farm teaches 
backyard beekeeping 

‘Dumbest band in B’klyn’ rocks Freddy’s
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vesend). 
EVENT, “SPIRITS IN THE 

STUDIO”: Brooklyn Para-
normal Society is hosting a 
free paranormal investiga-
tion at Douglass Recording 
in Gowanus. Free. 7:30 
pm. Douglass Recording 
(332 Douglass St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.bkps.
co. 

THURS, FEB. 22
READING, SONIA SAN-

CHEZ CELEBRATION: The 
National Coalition of 100 
Black Women honors Sonia 
Sanchez with an evening 
of social justice–infused 
poetry and spoken word 
performances. $25. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
brooklynmuseum.org. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 
Theater 2020 presents Ste-
phen Sondheim’s musical 
about fi gures who tried to 
take out U.S. Presidents. 
$40 ($30 seniors and stu-
dents). 8 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St. 
between Court and Clin-
ton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489–5200], 
www.sfc.edu. 

Continued from page 47 FILM, KEVIN GEEKS OUT 
GOES PUNK!: Come-
dian Kevin Maher hosts 
this video variety show 
that looks at punk rock in 
popular culture, with spe-
cial guest speakers. $16. 
9:30 pm. Nitehawk Cinema 
[136 Metropolitan Ave. be-
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

COMEDY, DEMETRI MAR-
TIN: Stand-Up Comedy. 
$35. 10 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

FRI, FEB. 23
ART, THE RED ENVELOPE 

SHOW: A celebration of 
Chinese Lunar New Year, 
with original artwork on 
red envelopes by 150 art-
ists. Traditional lion dance 
begins at 8:30 pm. Free. 7 
pm. Grumpy Bert (82 Bond 
Street between Atlantic 
Avenue and State Street in 
Downtown). 

TALK, CURRENCY: Visual art-
ists, neighbors, and activ-
ists gather to explore the 
current monetary system, 
its roots in the free labor 
of enslaved Africans, and 
how to change it. Free. 7 

pm. Brooklyn Navy Yard 
Bldg 92 (63 Flushing Ave. 
at Carlton Avenue in Fort 
Greene). 

MUSIC, “DEEP FRIED CELLO 
WITH STEAMED VOICE”: 
An experimental classical 
music performance with 
food created to compli-
ment each of three sets. 
$35. 8 pm. Mirror Tea 
House [575 Union St., #A, 
between Third Avenue and 
Nevins Street in Gowanus, 
(917) 909–0577], www.mir-
rorinthewoods.com.

SAT, FEB. 24
MUSIC, REGINA OPERA 

EMBRACES WINTER: A 
free concert featuring 
opera and Broadway selec-
tions. Free. 2 pm. Vesuvio 
Restaurant (7305 Third 
Avenue between 73rd and 
74th Streets in Bay Ridge), 
www.reginaopera.org. 

MUSIC, “EXCUSE ME WHILE 
I KISS THE SKY”: A Jimi 
Hendrix tribute show fea-
turing Wilco’s Nels Cline. 
$15. 5 pm. Brooklyn Music 
School Playhouse [126 St. 
Felix St. between Lafay-
ette Avenue and Hanson 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
638–5660], brooklynmusic-
school.org. 

ART, “CORRESPONDENCE” 
CLOSING RECEPTION: 
Sophia Dawson’s paint-
ings of imprisoned Black 
Panther leaders closes 
with performances by Chet 
Gold, Jahshua, and Gemi-
nelle. Free. 7 pm. Okay 
Space Gallery (281 N. Sev-
enth St., between Have-
meyer Street and Meeker 
Avenue in Williamsburg).

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS 
PERFORMANCES HOME

Tony Nominee Jarrod Spector 
(Beautiful: The Carole King Musical, Jersey Boys)

Saturday, March 3, 2018 at 8:00 p.m. | $32 

The Prodigals Band with 
World-Champion Irish Step Dancers!

Friday, March 16, 2018 | $32 

“Oh what a night: 
Broadway tenor 
Jarrod Spector charms 
the audience!”– Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“Indelibly Irish!” – The New York Times

(718) 368-5596
www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org

Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn
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KINGS NISSAN
2758 Coney Island Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-934-3300 • KingsNissan.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 
payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as 
is. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016.

20 Neptune Ave • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-646-3331 • KingsINFINITI.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 

payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as is. 
All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732/7104527.

KINGS  INFINITI

KingsAutoGroup.com

UBER SPECIAL

2012 NISSAN 
ALTIMA S ............................. Buy For

$8,995
Stk #2870, 4 cyl, auto, 80,789 mi.
2016 NISSAN  
SENTRA S  ......................... Buy For

$13,995
Stk #2593, 4 cyl, 4 DR, auto, only 10 mi.
2015 HYUNDAI    
SONATA SPORT .............. Buy For

$14,995
Stk #U5704, 4 cyl, auto, 21,018 mi. 
2014 NISSAN    
ROGUE SV AWD  ............. Buy For

$17,999
Stk #2514, 4 cyl, auto, 25,824 mi.
2014 NISSAN    
MURANO SL AWD  .......... Buy For

$18,995
Stk #2619, V6, auto, Silver, 40,427 mi.
2012 TOYOTA     
HIGHLANDER SE AWD  Buy For

$20,999
Stk #2829, V6, auto, 31,000 mi.
2014 NISSAN    
PATHFINDER SV ............. Buy For

$21,995
Stk #2805, V6, auto, 18,165 mi.
2016 BUICK     
LACROSSE AWD  ...........Buy For

$24,999
Stk #2876, V6, auto, leather, navi, just 5577 mi.
2014 JEEP    
GRAND CHEROKEE 
OVERLAND .......................... Buy For

$28,995
Stk #2868, V6, auto, leather, black, 43,286 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

2011 BUICK   
ENCLAVE CX AWD   ..... Buy For

$11,995
Stk #U5733, V6, auto, black, 47,537 mi.

2015 NISSAN   
ROGUE S AWD   ...........Buy For

$14,995
Stk #2856, 4 cyl, auto, gray, 50,545 mi.

2015 INFINITI  
Q40 AWD  .................... Buy For

$21,995
Stk #U5730, V6, auto, silver, nav, 20,176 mi. 

2014 INFINITI  
Q50 AWD .....................Buy For

$24,995
Stk #U5731, V6, auto, black, nav, 16.009 mi. 

2015 INFINITI  
Q70 AWD ..................... Buy For

$27,995
Stk #2867, V6, auto, blue, nav, 45,535 mi.

2014 INFINITI  
QX60 AWD ..................Buy For

$29,995
Stk #U5698, V6, auto, white, navigation, 32,750 mi.

2014 INFINITI  
QX70 AWD ................... Buy For

$31,995
Stk # U5697, V6, auto, white, 25,716 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

UBER SPECIAL

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

Stk #2869, 4 cyl, auto, black, 24,199 mi.

$13,995
BUY FOR

2015 NISSAN
ALTIMA 

S

2016 TOYOTA                           

HIGHLANDER 
XLE AWD

Stk #U5732, V6, auto, black, 41,533 mi.

$25,995
BUY FOR

IN-STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

BRAND-NEW 2018 INFINITI 

QX60 AWD 
BLACK ON BLACK 

CALL FOR PRICING!
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Advertise Your  
Job Opening In Our  

HELP WANTED 
SECTION

Call 718.260.2555
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 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may be payable 
upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru Lincoln AFS. Total Pay-
ments/purchase option: $9,900/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), $9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). 
Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore 
excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. 
DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988. www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER

•
M

U
NI

CIPAL CREDIT UNIO
N

•

P
A

R
TICIPATING DEALE

R

Auto NetAuto Net

$275†

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

LINCOLN  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

�

INCREDIBLE LEASE DEALS RIGHT NOW!

$275 per month 36 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, 
A/C, and Much More! MSRP $37,575, VIN#3LJR609322, $4,677 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, $3,757 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $2250 Lincoln RCL 
Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 2/28/18. 

$275 per month 36 month lease. 100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, 
Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $36,190, VIN#5LJUL03678, $4,539 
Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,619 Down Payment, $645 
Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $1000 RCL Cash. Tax, 
Title MV fees add’l. Expires 2/28/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKC PREMIERE

YOUR
CHOICE

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.

Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
   factory trained technicians

• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000-mile
   comprehensive warranty coverage

2015 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Blue, Sunroof, 
Nav. 40K Mi, Stk#2639F

 $24,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Auto, A/C, Green. 50K 
Mi. Stk#2606F.

 $16,895BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

2016 LINCOLN MKX AWD Select

Auto, A/C, Nav, Moonroof, 
Black and More! Stk# 2694F 

 $32,995BUY
FOR

*

2015 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4x4

Auto, Leather, Nav, Black, 
46K Mi, Stk#2758F

 $34,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 
6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, 
A/C & Much More! MSRP $42,455, 
VIN#2LJBL20229. $5,219 Due at 
Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, 
$4,245 Down Payment, $645 Bank 
Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title 
& MV Fees addt’l. Expires 2/28/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

$339 PER MO.
36 MOS
LEASE

†

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE...

LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS! 

2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
SPECIAL LIVERY PRICING

ON SELECT MODELS! 

CERTIFIED


