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BY ADAM LUCENTE
This run is a walk in the 
park!

The running enthusi-
asts at New York Road Run-
ners hold free community 
runs in Marine Park and 
Canarsie Park every week-
end, bringing people in 
the nabe closer together as 

they lap the parks.
“They run, walk, vol-

unteer, and truly become a 
family,” said Michael Rod-
gers, the vice president of 
youth and community run-
ner engagement at the or-
ganization. 

New York Road Run-
ners started in 1958 to pro-

mote running as a way to 
increase health and hap-
piness. The group also 
raises money for charitable 
causes, such as the recov-
ery effort following Hurri-
cane Sandy, according to 
the organization’s website.

The group began hold-

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about wet work!

Park Slopers can expect three 
years of racket, road closures, 
and parking woes as workers dig 
up neighborhood streets to reno-
vate aging city pipes below them.

The Department of Design and 
Construction’s water main–re-
placement project, called  BED798 , 
kicked off on Jan. 31, and will 
continue through the summer of 
2021 as plumbing beneath road-
ways including St. Johns Place as 
well as parts of Baltic Street and 
Flatbush and Sixth avenues is re-
vamped.

Workers will cut trenches 
through the asphalt between 7 
am and 6 pm on Mondays through 
Fridays in order to lay new pipes 
ranging from eight to 72 inches 
in diameter, and local car owners 
should keep an eye out for fl iers 
announcing temporary road clo-
sures and parking restrictions, 
according to agency spokesman 
Ian Michaels, who said all af-
fected streets will remain acces-
sible to pedestrians throughout 
the job.

Residential and commercial 
buildings on blocks where work 
is taking place will lose water ser-
vice during certain periods, but 
the design-and-construction de-

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This show is ’maid in 

Brooklyn!
A pair of Brooklyn co-

medians have put a peppy 
musical spin on the dys-
topian television series 
“The Handmaid’s Tale,” 
and moved its story to the 
hip Borough of Kings. The 

Hulu series, based on Mar-
garet Atwood’s novel about 
a world where the few fer-
tile women are forced to be-
come sexual servants, often 
features emotionally dev-
astating rape scenes, but 
“Handmaid’s Tale: The Mu-
sical,” playing at the Bell 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 14Continued on page 6

Comedy show 
welcomes 45 
chief execs

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Hail to the chiefs!

President George Washington 
will don his powdered wig and 
cross the Gowanus to join 44 other 
Presidents of the United States on-
stage for a comedy show next week. 
The duo behind “Every President 
Ever: Together Again,” at Little-
fi eld on Feb. 21, hope the show will 
help Brooklynites to understand 
the men behind the monuments.

“I hope it takes these people out 
of the history books a little bit,” 
said co-creator Kate Villa, who 
will also play Teddy Roosevelt. 
“That was defi nitely our goal, see-
ing these people as humans for the 
fi rst time instead of just portraits. 
They look very stoic, inhuman, 
diffi cult to relate to when you see 
them as portraits, and I think 
bringing them into the modern 
day is a fun way to engage with 
history.” 

Continued on page 6
DYNAMIC DUO: Kate Villa and Alexandria Iona, the creators of the “Every President Ever” show at Littlefi eld on Feb. 21, 
will play Teddy Roosevelt and James Madison, respectively. Mark Bracamonte

RUN, PARK, RUN: New York 
Road Runners hosts free com-
munity run events every Sun-
day at 9 am in Marine Park.

HAUL OF PREZSTHE MAIN 
PROBLEM

M’Park & Canarsie runShow of ‘Hands’
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2 Our best memories begin
with a single day at the beach...

Experience the whole summer

Summer 2018

“What Should I Do To Get A Loan?”

1750 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214

718-680-2121

DEMANDING NOT ASKING: Councilman Mark Treyger says the state must pass legislation to speed up 
repairs to the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway.  Photo by Zoe Freilich

Make up before 
it breaks up!

Locals to Gov, Mayor: Stop feud, fi x BQE

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They need to work it out so the real work 
can begin!

Gov. Cuomo must look beyond his public 
political spats with Mayor DeBlasio and al-
low the city to use a process that will accel-
erate its repairs to the Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway’s decaying triple cantilever in 
Brooklyn Heights, local pols and activists 
demanded during a rally at the foot of Mon-
tague Street on Feb. 9.

State lawmakers and local leaders again 
called on Cuomo to green-light “design-
build” — a process that would request one 
bid for the project’s design and construc-
tion instead of hiring unique fi rms for each 
phase — weeks after they fi rst demanded 
 he revise his recently unveiled budget to 
include authorization for it . 

“The only obstacle I can see is this ran-
cor between Albany and the city, and that’s 
just completely unacceptable,” said Peter 
Bray, the head of civic group the Brooklyn 
Heights Association, which is bussing local 
advocates up to the state Capitol on March 
6. “Our neighborhoods deserve better, and 
our communities should not be collateral 
damage to this political fi ghting.”

Cuomo approved design-build for mul-
tiple state-run projects, including the re-
cently built Kosciuszko Bridge and a new 
span touting his family’s name, so his re-
fusal to allow it in the city-led expressway 
fi x must come down to his schoolyard fi ght 
with Hizzoner — which has also included 

bouts over  deer  and the  subway system  — 
especially because authorizing the pro-
cess won’t cost the state a dime, the newly 
elected Council speaker said.

“If it’s good enough for the new Ko-
sciuszko Bridge and the new Mario Cuomo 
Bridge, why is it not good enough for the 
Brooklyn–Queens Expressway?” asked 
Councilman Corey Johnson (D–Manhat-
tan). “It doesn’t make any sense. We should 
put politics aside.”

Although he said he supports expand-
ing design-build, Cuomo released his fi rst 
draft of the budget without it on Jan. 16. He 
had until Feb. 15 to make amendments — 
including authorization for the process — 
before both houses in Albany prepare their 
own fi scal plans that, together with the gov-
ernor’s, will be used to create a fi nal budget 
that must be approved by April 1.

Design-build proponents argue it will 
cut about $113 million from the job’s cur-
rent $1.9-million price tag, and speed up 
the reconstruction of the 1.5-mile stretch of 
expressway between Atlantic Avenue and 
Sands Street by at least two years.

Local transit honchos now expect work 
to begin in 2024 and wrap in 2028, but if 
Cuomo allows design-build, they say re-
pairs could start as early as 2021 and con-
clude before 2026 — the year the city will 
be  forced to send the more than 16,000 big-
rigs that travel the triple cantilever daily 
down local streets instead  so the three-

Continued on page 10
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Its the Sahadi’s experience — 
on steroids!

Beloved Brooklyn Heights 
grocer Sahidi’s will open its 
 long-awaited, super-sized sec-
ond location  in Sunset Park’s 
Industry City later this year 
— a more-than-a-football-
fi eld-sized store with an open 
kitchen, bar, and event space.

Going bigger in the bor-
ough is  the natural next move  
for the 70-year-old shop, ac-
cording to its co-owner.

“Brooklyn is a dynamic 
place,” said Bay Ridgite Chris-
tine Sahadi Whelan. “The In-
dustry City store will allow us 
to share the beloved Sahadi 
food and hospitality culture 

in a new, modern setting.”
The new 35th Street out-

post of the bulk-goods empo-
rium — famous for its bins 
full of Middle-Eastern deli-
cacies, including nuts, dried 
fi gs, spices, and roasted cof-
fee — will also offer weekend 
brunch, a prepared-foods sec-
tion with a dining-in area, 
and a saj — a griddle for mak-
ing fl atbread that the owners 
fi rst saw on a trip to Beirut — 
 according to New York Maga-
zine , which also noted that the 
owners want to serve “lesser-
known dishes” including 
chicken merguez with green 
tahini and couscous timbale 
with duck confi t.

Whelan’s grandfather, 

Wade Sahadi, founded the 
store in 1948 as a reincarna-
tion of the Manhattan market 
his great uncle, a Lebanese 
immigrant, launched in 1895. 
Whelan’s father, Charlie, and 
uncle, Bob, later took over the 
shop, and oversaw the original 
location’s expansion in 1985.

The pair expanded to a 
third storefront  about 25 years 
later,  and the duo handed the 
day-to-day operations over to 
Whelan and her brother Ron 
in 2016.

 The store has become a 
neighborhood institution dur-
ing its decades in business, 
and even took home a coveted 
 James Beard award for awe-
someness  last January.

SAY CHEESE: Charlie Sahadi handed his store’s keys to his daughter Christine Sahadi Whelan in 2016, and she 
recently announced the shop will open an outpost in Sunset Park. File photo by Stefano Giovannini

DA: Ditmas Park’s 
cyber creep charged

BY COLIN MIXSON
A Ditmas Park man lured underage 
teenage girls into having sex with him 
using Facebook and false promises of 
cash, before blackmailing at least one 
victim with footage of their illicit af-
fair, according to the district attor-
ney.

“This defendant is allegedly a sex-
ual predator who targeted vulnerable 
young girls in a cruel scheme,” said 
Eric Gonzalez, who charged the man 
before a Supreme Court Judge on Feb. 
7.

The 26-year-old defendant ap-
proached multiple girls as young 
as 14-years-old on social media us-
ing the name “Coolen Jay,” offer-
ing money if they agreed to have 
sex with his friend “Teddy” — an-
other alias for himself, Gonzalez 
said.

One 15-year-old girl slept with 
the suspect on multiple occasions 
between April and September last 
year, before refusing to see him 
again after she realized his prom-
ises of cash were bogus, the top 
prosecutor said. 

But after she stopped having 
sex with him, the defendant sent a 
video he recorded of the victim in 
the act to her friends, and shared it 
on an online porn site, according to 
Gonzalez, who said the girl found 
out about the video from her school 
principal before she contacted au-
thorities.

A police investigation revealed 

that the man used his lurid scheme 
to lure two other girls, ages 14 and 15, 
into having sex with him, neither of 
whom he paid, the district attorney 
said.

Prosecutors charged the suspect 
on multiple counts of rape, sexual 
misconduct, and child-endangerment 
charges, Gonzalez said.

Sahadi’s heads south
Beloved bulk grocer to open super-sized store in S’Park

BY COLIN MIXSON
The district attorney charged a 
sickly motorist with reckless man-
slaughter for hitting and killing a 
man in East Flatbush last year, 
claiming the driver with multiple 
sclerosis knew better than to get 
behind the wheel in his condition.

“This was a preventable death 
that could have been avoided if 
the defendant had listened to his 
own doctor’s advice, instead he 
got behind the wheel and now an 
innocent father is dead,” said Eric 
Gonzalez.

The 41-year-old defendant was 
in the driver’s seat of his 2004 
Nissan Pathfi nder on Avenue A 
near Remsen Avenue around 5:20 
pm on Jan. 9, 2017, when his neu-
rological condition caused his 
leg to seize up on the gas pedal, 

sending his car hurtling down 
the street at a speed of at least 60 
miles per hour, where it struck six 
vehicles before plowing into vic-
tim Marlon Palacios near Linden 
Boulevard about two blocks away.

A subsequent investigation 
revealed that the motorist’s phy-
sician told him not to drive fol-
lowing his multiple-sclerosis di-
agnosis, Gonzalez said.

The top prosecutor charged 
the defendant with second-degree 
manslaughter, criminally negli-
gent homicide, and reckless driv-
ing before a Supreme Court judge 
on Feb. 8, and the man faces up 
to 15 years in prison if convicted, 
Gonzalez said.

The ill man’s indictment 
came after two other high-pro-
file fatal collisions, in which 

drivers with suspended or ex-
pired licenses hit and killed pe-
destrians but were not charged 
with manslaughter.

Last month, Philip Monfoletto 
killed 13-year-old bike rider Kevin 
Flores in Bedford-Stuyvesant 
 while behind the wheel of an oil 
truck with a suspended license .

Monfoletto stayed at the scene, 
where police arrested him for 
driving with a suspended li-
cense, and the next day Gonza-
lez charged him with aggravated 
unlicensed operation of a ve-
hicle, a criminal misdemeanor. 
But the driver, whose license was 
suspended 9 times before he hit 
Flores, could not be charged with 
a felony, which can only be issued 
to a motorist with 10 suspensions 
at the time of his or her arrest.

And  last July , 63-year-old Jose 
Nunez ran down cyclist Neftaly 
Ramirez in Greenpoint while 
driving a private carting compa-
ny’s garbage truck that  he was not 
licensed to operate .

But Gonzalez decided in Janu-
ary that there  was not enough ev-
idence to bring charges against 
Nunez  — who drove off after 
plowing into Ramirez — and cops 
slapped him with a summons for 
operating the truck without the 
correct license after their inves-
tigation determined the driver 
didn’t know he hit the 27-year-old.

And neither man was subject 
to manslaughter charges because 
driving without a license isn’t 
considered reckless under the 
law, according to a spokesman for 
Gonzalez, who said the sickly man 

was indicted because prosecutors 
believe his condition directly 
caused Palacios’s death.

“It’s not the same as driving 
with an expired classifi cation,” 
said Oren Yaniv. “In order to 
prove manslaughter in the second 
degree, you have to prove the con-
duct directly led to the death. The 
fact that [Nunez’s] license classi-
fi cation expired did not cause the 
crash.”

But unlike driving without a li-
cense, it is not illegal to drive with 
multiple sclerosis, Yaniv said. The 
penalties are simply far more se-
vere when drivers with the condi-
tion kill someone, he said.

An attorney for the defendant 
with multiple sclerosis did not 
return a request for comment by 
press time.

Sick driver prosecuted for causing ‘preventable death’

DANGEROUS WEB: District Attorney Eric 
Gonzalez on Feb. 7 indicted this 26-year-old 
Ditmas Park resident for using Facebook and 
the false promise of cash to lure underage 
girls into having sex with him. 
 District Attorney’s offi ce
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re commanded to 
work as many hours as al-
lowed by law — and pick up 
some overtime.

Calls come from bosses 
while they’re behind the 
wheel asking them where 
they’re at — and to speed 
up.

When they hit a red 
light — they’re coached on 
how to run it.

That is the culture of 
malfeasance truckers at 
Action Carting, the gar-
bage fi rm whose unlicensed 
truck driver hit and killed 
27-year-old Netfaly Ramirez 
last July, have to deal with 
every day, claimed those 
who work there and union 
offi cials.

This newspaper spoke 
to two employees of a union 
representing Action Cart-
ing staffers — one of whom 
once drove for the com-
pany — and a current Ac-
tion driver, and all of them 
claimed management at 
the New Jersey-based pri-
vate-carting fi rm demands 
speed over safety from its 
truck operators.

“Drivers are kind of al-
ways put under the gun to 
get their stops done how-
ever they can in a timely 

fashion,” said Ray Borrero, 
who works for the Team-
sters Local 813. “During 
the course of the night, 
you get calls asking where 
you’re at or what’s taking 
so long, and that adds to the 
pressure.”

Action Carting’s driv-
ers — including 63-year-
old Jose Nunez, who  ran 
over 27-year-old Neftaly 
Ramirez while driving a 
truck without the proper li-
cense  — usually start their 
work weeks on Sunday 
nights, sometimes driv-
ing for as many as 14 hours 
straight,  the legal limit un-
der federal law , as they col-
lect garbage from across 
the city, leaving them little 
time to recuperate, accord-
ing to Borrero.

The majority of Action 
truckers work six days a 
week, with around fi ve per-
cent clocking a fi ve-day 
work week, and all can 
receive overtime pay for 
driving more than 40 or 60 
hours, depending on their 
contracts, the Local 813 rep 
said.

The drivers can either 
pilot a “packer” — the truck 
Nunez drove when he hit 
Ramirez — that requires 
the aid of a co-worker, 

called a helper, and makes 
more local stops picking 
up standard trash bags, or 
a “roll-off,” which collects 
larger containers such as 
dumpsters and is operated 
by a single employee.

Driving either truck is a 
hard job, but those behind 
the wheels of Action’s pack-
ers are notoriously over-
worked, according to the 
current employee, who said 
he used to drive one but 
switched to a roll-off to give 
his body a break.

Action demands its 
packer drivers work nearly 
twice as much as those at 
some other private sani-
tation companies, accord-
ing to the worker who re-
quested anonymity out of 
fear he would lose his job if 
his bosses knew he talked 
to a newspaper.

A typical night in his 
previous position as a 
packer driver for the Texas-
based fi rm Waste Manage-
ment lasted between six and 
eight hours — occasionally 
stretching as long as 10–12 
— with anywhere from 150 
to 300 “stops,” which can 
vary from quick pickups 
at a single mom-and-pop to 
longer ordeals at commer-

MAKING ITS ROUNDS: The driver of an Action Carting packer truck made his way through Williams-
burg on Feb. 9 with his helper, who typically rides on the back of the vehicle, sitting inside the cabin.

Community News Group / Julianne Cuba

PANDEMONIUM 
AT THE WHEEL

Trash company’s overworking and law-skirting 
results in deadly collisions, employees claim

Continued on page 5
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AviatorCamps.com • (718) 758-7510 • Camps@AviatorSports.com

Save up to $200 on Aviator Summer Day Camps

with extended early bird!

Save up to $200 on Aviator Summer Day Camps

with extended early bird!

Featuring four distinct camp groups, five 
rotating daily activities, fun and 

educational weekly field trips, hot lunch 
and snack, early drop off, late pick up and 

bus service available.

The experience of a sleepaway camp 
without sleeping over!

cial complexes with mul-
tiple clients. But for Action 
packers, a light night re-
quires 200 to 300 stops, and 
a heavy one can mean any-
where from 500 to 1,000, the 
Action employee said.

“Physically I can’t work 
all those hours, it’s just 
way too much,” the anony-
mous driver said.

Another former Action 
Carting packer operator 
who also once drove for 
Waste Management agreed 
that the New Jersey com-
pany overworked him, say-
ing he would routinely skip 
meals in order to complete 
his shift.

“I used to have 14 hours, 
and what I had to do was 
not stop for lunch — there 
was no other way I could 
get my route done. And 
when you couldn’t get your 
route done, the supervi-
sor would chastise you,” 
said Allan Henry, who now 
works as an organizer for 
Local Union No. 813.

And company higher-
ups have told drivers to ig-
nore traffi c laws if it’ll save 

time, Henry said —  behav-
ior  that locals routinely 
 document .

“I’ve been told by work-
ers who’ve been pulled into 
an offi ce and shown a tape 
of them running lights, 
they tell them, ‘Try to stop 
and look both ways before 
you run the light, just don’t 
run through it,’ ” he said.

But instead of lighten-
ing truckers’ workloads by 
hiring more and shrinking 
their routes, Action hon-
chos routinely ask driv-
ers to make more stops in 
their given collection ar-
eas, the current employee 
said.  

“They should have a lot 
more drivers on the road. 
That eliminates the long 
hours, and the accidents,” 
the anonymous worker 
said. “But Action is do-
ing the total opposite — if 
there are three routes that 
are right next to each other, 
they will eliminate the one 
in the middle, break it in 
half, and add each half to 
the [two] others.”

And company bosses 
don’t seem motivated to 
change protocol for the 
good of their workers, ac-
cording to Henry.  

“They really don’t give 
a damn about the standard 
that they diminished,” the 
former Action employee 
said.

A rep for another union 
that represents Action em-
ployees — including Nunez, 
before he retired shortly 
after hitting and killing 
Ramirez, according to his 
coworkers — called the ac-
cusations that company 
honchos terminally over-
work their drivers ridicu-
lous. He added, however, 
that his group is fi ghting 

to institute a shorter, fi ve-
day work week in the next 
round of contract negotia-
tions.

“As far as complaints or 
concerns about excessive 
hours or the company not 
allowing for proper breaks, 
I fi nd that to be a ludicrous 
accusation,” said Mike 
Hellstrom of Laborers Lo-
cal 108.

Before any motorist can 
even hit the road inside a 
massive garbage truck, he 
or she must obtain a com-
mercial driver’s license, 

which requires medical 
clearance and passing spe-
cialized written and road 
tests.

Nunez did not have one, 
and Action Carting rep 
Ken Frydman declined to 
comment on whether his 
bosses knew that, how of-
ten the company checks 
the validity of its employ-
ees’ licenses, and if Nunez 
ever got behind the wheel 
of another truck after fa-
tally striking Ramirez, 
citing an expected civil 
suit the deceased’s fam-

ily plans to fi le against the 
carting company. Fryd-
man confi rmed that Nunez 
retired last year, but would 
not specify when.

Each source this news-
paper spoke to was shocked 
to hear that Nunez was on 
the road without a valid 
commercial license, how-
ever, because all of them 
said Action honchos regu-
larly check drivers’ cre-
dentials, although they 
couldn’t say how often. 

“That’s a big no-no,” 
said the current driver. 
“They do have someone 
that monitors our licenses 
to make sure they are 
valid.”

And Borrero ques-
tioned how that could have 
even happened in the fi rst 
place.

“He should never have 
been behind the wheel 
of that truck,” he said. 
“How did that fall through 
the cracks? They really 
dropped the ball on that 
one.”

When police found out 
Nunez was on the road 
without the proper license 
— a fact authorities never 
released, which this news-

STOPPED FOR A SNOOZE: A passerby on the distant isle of Manhattan spotted two workers sleeping 
in the cabin of this Action Carting truck on Feb. 8.  Jehiah Czebotar

Continued on page 12 

TRUCKS
Continued from page 4
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During the show, 45 co-
medians will each portray 
one of the chief executives, 
wearing a costume of their 
own making and perform-
ing a one-minute sketch 
that showcases that presi-
dent’s personality. The per-
formers drew their presi-
dent out of a hat, said the 
show’s creators, to avoid 
competition over who 
would play Abraham Lin-
coln, and so that someone 
will play 13th president 
Millard Fillmore. 

Villa and co-creator Al-

exandria Iona, who will 
play James Madison, came 
up with the idea last fall, 
after reading “The Com-
plete Book of U.S. Presi-
dents,” a nearly 1,000-page 
tome that explores the 
lives and personality of the 
presidents. From the book, 
they learned that President 
Obama loves “Harry Pot-
ter, doing the dishes, and 
chocolate — but hates ice 
cream,” said Iona, and that 
Jimmy Carter is a speed-
reader who can read more 
than 2,000 words a minute.

President Trump will 
also make an appearance at 
the show, but the Tweeter-
in-chief will get no more 

time than a member of 
the powdered-wig brigade, 
said the creators. However, 
there is something special 
planned for the 60-second 
Trump impersonation — it 
will double as a fund-raiser 
for the American Civil Lib-
erties Union, though the 
exact details will remain a 
surprise until the show.

Diving into the history 
books to research the show 
gave its creators a welcome 
escape from the daily stress 
of political headlines, said 
Iona, and it helped to give 
them a non-partisan view 
of history. 

“Going back and read-
ing about things we didn’t 

know about presidents 
from yesteryear has been 
fun and educational, be-
cause we’re not dealing 
with it from day-to-day,” 
she said. “It’s non-politi-
cal, and more personal-
ity based: stuff they liked 
to do, who they hung out 
with, weird stuff they 
said. It’s more light and 
surprising, and it’s been 
a fun journey discover-
ing some very silly things 
about these guys.”

“Every President Ever” 
at Littlefi eld (635 Sack-
ett St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus, www.littlefi eldnyc.
com). Feb. 21 at 9 pm. $8. 

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its 
advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes 
of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

House on March 8, drops 
them in favor of laughs and 
dance numbers, said one of 
its creators.

“We lighten up a lot of 
those things. Part of the 
reason we wanted to do 
this is watching the show 
is so hard, through hu-
mor and satire it makes it 
less of a taxing experience 
for women to watch,” said 
Marcia Belsky, who lives in 
Bushwick and co-wrote the 
parody with Greenpoint co-
median Melissa Stokoski. 
“We wanted to make it a 
little less rapey for our pur-
poses.”

The bleak nature of 
the show makes it espe-
cially funny that it would 
be adapted into a musical, 
just like recent Broadway 
shows “Groundhog Day: 
the Musical” and “Sponge-
bob Squarepants: the Musi-
cal,” said the writers.

“We were watching ‘The 
Handmaid’s Tale” together 
and joking about how ev-
erything becomes a musi-
cal, and how it would be 
funny if ‘Handmaid’s Tale’ 
did because it’s so dark,” 
said Belsky. 

Belsky and Stokoski re-

imagined the story’s main 
character, a handmaiden 
named Offred, as a 20-some-
thing millennial who loses 
her job as a barista, and 
they traded the restrictions 
imposed by its theocratic 
army, such as women being 
forbidden to read or move 
about freely, for more light-
hearted modern-day trav-
esties, said Belsky. 

“Offred starts out as sort 
of typical musical theater 
heroine, naive and starry-
eyed, excited to move to 
New York,” she said. “We 
sort of rewrite, for our own 
parody purpose, what a 
coup of this nature would 
look like: our social media 
taken away, my Sephora 
points went to zero — what 
would it look like for us?”

And what better place 
to set a dystopian society 
than hipster Brooklyn, she 
asked herself. 

“We basically looked at 
shows like ‘Girls’ — pretty 
much every millennial fe-
male story takes place in 
Brooklyn, so why not ‘The 
Handmaid’s Tale?’ ” said 
Belsky. 

The musical also 
mashes up the characters 
from the series with real 
world fi gures and parodies 
of other television shows. 

BLESSED BE THE FRUIT: Comedians Melissa Stokoski and Marcia 
Belsky created and perform in musical parody version of the bleak 
television series “The Handmaid’s Tale,” at the Bell House on March 
8.  Mindy Tucker

Continued from page 1 

HANDMAIDS

Continued from page 1 

PRESIDENTS

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
He’s just a god from 
Brooklyn. 

The Norse god Thor 
will do battle with his 
villainous brother Loki 
at Barclays Center next 
week, alongside a longbox-
worth of Marvel superhe-
roes and their foes, includ-
ing Spider-Man, the Green 
Goblin, Brooklyn kid Cap-
tain America, the Guard-
ians of the Galaxy, and 
Doctor Strange. The live-
action show “Marvel Uni-
verse Live: Age of Heroes,” 
running for nine perfor-
mances starting on Feb. 
25, is so fi lled with stunts, 
action, and special effects 
that it leaves the Marvel 
fi lms behind, said the Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant actor who 
portrays the God of Thun-
der.

“There’s a lot of com-
bat, a lot of cool special 
effects. It’s a stunt show 
— if anything, it’s more 
like an action movie, but 
live in front of you,” said 

Gjermund Gjesme, who 
grew up in Norway, just 
like the mythical charac-
ter he plays. He moved to 
the borough of Kings in 
2014, after two years in the 
Norwegian military — a 

job he said helped prepare 
him for his onstage fi ghts.

“It defi nitely helps with 
my mental toughness, be-
ing able to be fi erce and 
ready to deal with how 
hard it is to rehearse a 

production like this,” he 
said. “But I thought in my 
mind, if I’m getting a role 
in this production, it’ll be 
Thor.” 

To portray the stormy 
deity, Gjesme must don 
an elaborate, colorful cos-
tume that enhances his 
already impressive phy-
sique — but which makes 
the action a little more dif-
fi cult, he said.

“I have a muscle suit, 
helmet, and cape — it 
makes it extra challeng-
ing to perform the stunts, 
but it makes it look even 
cooler if you can do it,” 
said Gjesme.  

During the show, Thor 
and his buddies team up to 
wrestle control of a mys-
tical McGuffi n back from 
Loki, the God of Mischief, 
who plans to use its power 
to rule the world. The su-
per-battles include a large 
ensemble of battle fi ghters, 
who wear about 100 outfi ts 
between them, according 

THE GOOD FIGHT: Brooklyn actor Gjermund Gjesme, left, plays 
the Norse god Thor, who joins Captain America, the Black Widow, 
and a host of other heroes in the stunt show “Marve Universe 
Live.” Feld Entertainment

Marvel heroes fi ght forces 
of evil at Barclays Center

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 14
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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COMMUNION & 
SPECIAL OCCASION 

TRUNK SHOW

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY ADAM LUCENTE
A Gerritsen Beach pizzeria 
has come up with a fi shy 
way to help customers ob-
serve Lent.

Victoria Pizzeria is kick-
ing off Lent by introducing a 
menu of seafood pizzas and 
dishes the for entire 40 days 
of Lent — complying with 
certain Christian denomi-
nations’ prohibitions on eat-
ing meat during the period. 
The joint’s manager says 
the menu will allow people 
to satisfy their cravings for 
meat pizzas while observing 
the strictures of Lent.

“As someone that follows 
Lent, I think it’s great,” said 
Joe Gencarelli. “You’re not 
tempted by everything else 
and stay in your beliefs.”

Lent is a 40-day period 
that begins on Ash Wednes-
day, which is on Feb. 14 this 
year, and ends shortly be-
fore Easter Sunday. Cath-
olics typically do not eat 
meat on any Friday during 
this period, and some give 
up meat all together for the 
duration of Lent. Fish is al-
lowed in its place, however. 
Lent aims to replicate Je-
sus’ sacrifi ce when he spent 
40 days and nights in the 
desert.

Victoria Pizzeria’s Lent 
menu includes an array 
of fi sh dishes, including 
shrimp pizzas and shrimp 
parmesan, according to the 
“Special Lent Menu.” The 
pizzeria also puts non-fi sh 
meatless dishes on the Lent 
menu, such as a rice ball 
with cheese. Owner Salva-

tore Genova said that some 
of the seafood items, such 
as the shrimp fra diavolo, a 
seafood linguini dish, stay 
on the menu year-round. 
Others, like the shrimp 
pizza and the rice ball, are 
only available during Lent.

The pizzeria has been 
around since 1962, but Gen-
ova became the owner two 
years ago. Last year was the 
fi rst time Victoria Pizzeria 
offered the Lent menu, and 
Genova said it was a hit.

“It did very well,” he 
said. “We sold a lot of 
shrimp pizza.”

Gencarelli said they 
have to add extra staff due 
to the menu’s popularity.

“It’s gonna be busy,” he 
said. “Not a lot of places of-
fer a menu just for Lent.”

The pizzeria started the 
menu because Genova and 
Gencarelli are both prac-
ticing Catholics, but also 

because of the large Catho-
lic presence in Gerritsen 
Beach and nearby Marine 
Park and Sheepshead Bay, 
according to Gencarelli.

“Our customers are 
mixed religiously,” he said. 
“But there’s a big Catholic 
presence around here.”

Non-Catholic custom-
ers can still order pepper-
oni pizzas and other meat 
dishes during Lent at Victo-
ria Pizzeria, however. The 
staff simply keeps the meat 
supplies away from the 
Lent-compliant supplies, 
Gencarelli said.

“We have everything for 
people who don’t do Lent,” 
he said. “We keep the Lent 
sauces separate from the 
meat sauces.”

Victoria Pizzeria. [2716 
Gerritsen Ave., between Ev-
erett and Florence avenues, 
(718) 891-9496, http://victori-
apizzanyc.com/]. 

PIZZA PRIDE: Salvatore Genova of Victoria Pizzeria in Gerritsen 
Beach is serving up a half calamari, half eggplant pizza that meets 
to no-meat requirement for those who observe Lent.  
 Photo by Jon Farina

Don’t give up pizza!
Gerritsen Beach pizzeria offers special 

menu of seafood dishes during Lent

to costume designer Mark 
Koss. The superheroes’ 
super-sized bodies made 
dressing them a special 
challenge, said Koss. 

“One of the really diffi -
cult and wonderful parts of 
this show was how to create 
costumes that really could 
be active and move, are re-
ally durable and cool for au-
dience members to watch,” 

he said. “They aren’t hu-
mans and therefore don’t 
have human proportions.” 

Rocket Raccoon and 
Groot, from the Guardians 
of the Galaxy, are the short-
est and tallest characters in 
the show, respectively, and 
the producers put the char-
acters on stage next to each 
other to emphasize their 
size differences, Koss said. 

“We tried to fi nd the 
shortest actor we could to 
play Rocket and then dealt 
with the proportions,” said 

Koss, who added that Groot 
towers eight feet high 
thanks to two-foot stilts 
built into his outfi t. “Rocket 
is always next to Groot to 
make Rocket feel shorter 
and Groot feel taller.” 

“Marvel Universe Live!” 
at Barclays Center (620 At-
lantic Ave. at Flatbush Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
www.barclayscenter.com). 
Feb. 22–24 at 7 pm, Feb. 23–
24 at 11 am and 3 pm, Feb. 
25 at noon and 4 pm. $19–
$120.

Continued from cover

MARVEL
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Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:

Marketing

 

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It was the party of the century!

Hundreds of Brooklynites packed 
a Downtown hotel on Saturday to cel-
ebrate the Brooklyn Chamber of Com-
merce’s 100th year of boosting local 
businesses. But the organization’s 
centennial gala was just the begin-
ning of its next ten decades’ worth of 
work to ensure resilient, sustainable, 
and equitable commercial growth in 
the Kings County, its president said.

“The centennial goes way beyond 
one night of celebrating,” said An-

drew Hoan. “We’ve come a long way 
in the past 100 years, but we have a lot 
more work to do for the next 100.”

The group’s work supporting busi-
nesses across the borough fosters life-
long relationships among its mem-
bers, as well as bonds between them 
and other city offi cials, according to 
one attendee who joined the festivi-
ties at the New York Marriott at the 
Brooklyn Bridge.

“It was great to see old friends 
again, especially the legislators,” said 
Dominic Mascara, who works at the 

Visiting Nurse Service of New York. 
“I’ve used the Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce as a great tool over the 
years. I was able to develop relation-
ships with so many infl uential people 
from different sectors and industries, 
and made great friends.”

The swanky bash in America’s 
Downtown featured entertainers who 
dazzled its nearly 1,000 guests with 
talents including knife swallowing 
and snake charming. And several lo-
cal leaders came out to toast the or-

Chamber’s century mark

MADE IN BROOKLYN: (Left) Courier Life Publisher Cliff Luster, 
Brooklyn Democratic Party Boss Frank Seddio, Borough President 
Adams, and Community News Group’s Vice President of Advertising 
Ralph D’Onofrio enjoy the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce’s Cen-
tennial Gala at the Brooklyn Marriott on Saturday. (Center) Former 
Borough President Marty Markowitz and his wife Jamie celebrate 
at the gala. (Above) Entertainer Fred Kahl wows the crowd with 
sword-swallowing tricks.  Photos by Stefano GiovanniniContinued on page 12
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940

tiered structure doesn’t collapse be-
neath them.

Roads including Third and Fourth 
avenues, and Tillary, Court, Jay, and 
Columbia streets could all get a mas-
sive spike in truck traffi c if the vehicles 
are banished from the expressway, ac-
cording to the Department of Transpor-
tation.

And in addition to saving time, 
using design-build would conserve 
funds that could be reinvested into the 
city’s failing subway system and  cash-
strapped public-housing complexes , 
according to another councilman, who 
attended the rally alongside Borough 
President Adams, Comptroller Scott 
Stringer, Department of Transporta-
tion Commissioner Polly Trottenberg, 
and Brooklyn Heights pols including 
state Sen. Brian Kavanagh and Assem-
blywoman Jo Anne Simon.

“This is insanity, $100 million could 
be used to address a subway crisis and a 
heating crisis in New York City Housing 
Authority buildings,” said Councilman 
Mark Treyger (D–Coney Island). “I fi nd 
it outrageous and insulting that they 
would hijack more than $100 million in 
public money that could go towards ad-
dressing transportation, public-hous-
ing, quality-of-life, and public-safety is-
sues because of a high-stakes political 
game.”

Continued from page 2

BQE

BY COLIN MIXSON
These girls are on a roll!

Four local Girl Scouts used their spare 
time to fi ll the lanes of Sunset Park bowling 
alley for a Feb. 10 fund-raiser to help kids in 
storm-ravaged Puerto Rico.

“They wanted to do something for kids 
affected by the hurricanes,” said Troop 2672 
leader Jeannie Jackson. “There were differ-
ent ways we spoke about raising money, and 
they were set on doing the bowling.”

The pint-sized philanthropists — Elena 
Marquez, Samantha Roberts, Dahlia Suss-
man, and Zola Coppa, all 10-years-old — ral-
lied 16 friends to participate in their day of 
doing good at Melody Lanes on 37th Street 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues.

Each kid, including the four organizers, 
brought in $60 or more in donations, result-
ing in a total of $2,000 in contributions to-
ward rebuilding and relief efforts on the is-
land territory slammed by  Hurricanes Irma  
and  Maria  last year, according to Jackson.

And local businesses including Maz-
zola Bakery in Carroll Gardens as well as 
Boerum Hill’s Exit 9 Gift Emporium and 
Mia’s Brooklyn Bakery donated prizes 
awarded to the best bowlers and Marquez 
— who brought in more than $700, the most 
money of the bunch, the troop leader said.

The youngsters’ threw the fund-raiser as 
part of an effort to earn the highest honor 
scouts their age can receive: the Bronze 
Award, which is bestowed to teams of girls 
that make a difference in the lives of those 
in need, according to Jackson, who said 
the local foursome will also meet displaced 
Puerto Rican tykes currently living in the 

city as they work to nab the honor.
Funds from the bowling event will be do-

nated to a special storm-relief fund operated 
by do-good group Save the Children, which 
has volunteers on the ground in Puerto Rico 
to address the needs of kids and families 
there, according to the organization’s web-
site.

They raised money to spare!

BOWL OF LOVE: Girls Scouts Elena Marquez, Samantha Roberts, and Malia Rodriguez used the power 
of bowling to raise $2,000 for Puerto Rican hurricane victims during a bowl-a-thon fund-raiser on Feb. 
10. Photo by Caroline Ourso

Girl Scouts rake in cash for hurricane victims at bowling fund-raiser
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 
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O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy
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www.zumstammtisch.com
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Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

paper confi rmed after 
speaking to the Ramirez 
family’s lawyer — they 
slapped him with a sum-
mons four months after 
the fatal crash. The viola-
tion Nunez received typi-
cally results in a $150–500 
fi ne, according to a New 
York State courts spokes-
man.

Still, hitting and killing 
the cyclist while driving 
without the correct license 
was not enough for District 
Attorney Eric Gonzalez to 
press criminal charges, 
and the top prosecutor ab-
solved Nunez  on Jan. 9 . 

Authorities said the 
driver didn’t know he hit 
Ramirez and that they 
lacked the evidence needed 
to charge Nunez, in part 
because they claimed there 
is no surveillance footage 
of his packer truck plow-
ing into the cyclist — only 
clips showing the moments 
before and after.

But the district attor-
ney’s prosecutors told the 
Ramirez family’s attorney, 
Michael Kremins, that 
video clips show Nunez’s 

helper riding on the back 
of the truck moments be-
fore the crash, and inside 
the cabin immediately fol-
lowing it — which the law-
yer said doesn’t add up. An 
eyewitness claimed to see 
Nunez’s helper in the vehi-
cle at the time of the colli-
sion, according to police. 

This newspaper fi led a 
Freedom of Information 
Law request on Jan. 17 for 
evidence from the fatal 
crash, including video, now 
that the case is closed, but 
the city denied it, claiming 
the release of such infor-
mation would “constitute 
an unwarranted invasion 
of personal privacy.”

And Local 813 rep Bor-
rero, former Action driver 
Henry, and the anonymous 
employee still working 
for the company said that 
all of its trucks should be 
equipped with two cam-
eras.

“Action has cameras 
equipped in their trucks 
that face inside in the 
cab and face out into the 
street,” Borrero said.

Henry, who left Action 
in 2014, said he remembers 
the fi rst cameras being in-
stalled around 2013, and 
the driver currently em-

ployed by the company said 
its trucks are equipped 
with the technology.

“They started put-
ting cameras in, maybe, 
2013, so it’s hard to believe 
[Nunez’s] truck didn’t have 
a camera,” Henry said. 
“Anything is a possibil-
ity, but in my perspective, 
when I worked there, once 
they started using them, 
the cameras worked every 
day.”

But the district at-
torney’s rep Oren Yaniv 
claimed the truck Nunez 
drove when he hit Ramirez 
had no cameras.  

Frydman declined to 
comment on whether all 
of its trucks are equipped 
with cameras and how 
many vehicles are in its 

fl eet — but last December, 
months after Nunez hit 
and killed Ramirez, an-
other company rep claimed 
it would fi nish installing 
the technology in all of its 
trucks by the end of 2017, 
garbage blog Waste360  re-
ported . 

The Greenpoint cyclist 
isn’t the only victim of Ac-
tion’s drivers — at least 
fourteen people fi led civil 
suits against the company 
since 2012, after collisions 
with its trucks left them ei-
ther severely or mildly in-
jured,  court records show . 
Five of those lawsuits were 
settled out of court, accord-
ing to the records, which 
don’t specify each settle-
ment’s details.

And Action’s truckers 
have hit and killed  fi ve 
people , including Ramirez, 
in the last decade, accord-
ing to multiple reports. In 
2008, an employee plowed 
into British tourists An-
drew Hardie and Jacklyn 
Timmons in Manhattan, 
and another Action trucker 
ran over 24-year-old cyclist 
Timothy “TJ” Campbell in 
Williamsburg later that 
year. And in 2011, a driver 
backed over  Mark Chanko  
in Manhattan.

Borrero said the last 
time he remembers cops 
cuffi ng an Action driver 
for a fatal collision was in 
response to the 2008 double 
fatality, when the employee 
hit and killed the two pe-
destrians after suffering a 
seizure while behind the 
wheel.

Authorities charged the 
driver with manslaughter 
and negligent homicide be-
cause they said he chose 
not to take his medication 
before operating his vehi-
cle and, according to both 
Borrero and a New York 
Times  report , did not dis-
close his health condition 
when applying for a com-
mercial license.

“He falsifi ed the medi-
cal exam, and he did go to 
jail,” Borrero said.

But deadly collisions 
are also devastating to 
those drivers who don’t in-
tend to harm anyone when 
they get behind the wheel, 
he said.

“My worst nightmare 
is having to deal with my 
members in sanitation get-
ting involved in some kind 
of fatality,” Borrero said. 
“We don’t go out there 
looking to purposely hit 
people.”

Continued from page 5

ganization on its 100th 
year, including Coun-
cilmen Robert Cornegy 
(D–Bedford Stuyvesant) 
and Mathieu Eugene 
(D–Flatbush), Brooklyn 
Democratic Party boss 
Frank Seddio, Borough 
President Adams, and 
the beep’s predecessors 
Marty Markowitz and 
Howard Golden. 

But the packed house 
came as no surprise 
to guests who’ve wit-
nessed just how many 
people and compa-
nies the Chamber has 
helped in its century of 
service, according to 
the publisher of Courier 
Life Publications.

“When you think 
about the impact the 
Brooklyn Chamber has 
had on business in the 
borough, it makes com-
plete sense that every-
body would turn out 
for this,” said Clifford 
Luster, who was joined 
by Community News 
Group’s vice president 
of advertising Ralph 
D’Onofrio.

CHAMBER
Continued from page 9

TRUCKS

IN ACTION: A helper rode on 
the back of an Action Cart-
ing packer truck that rumbled 
along Broadway in Bushwick on 
Feb. 7. CNG / Anthony Rotunno  
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY
(718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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ing so-called “open runs” 
in Marine Park in 2015 and 
in Canarsie Park in 2016, 
and also holds similar runs 
in the other boroughs. The 
other open runs in Brook-
lyn are in Highland Park 
on the border with Queens 
and in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park. Between 15 and 45 
people usually show up to 
the Canarsie run, while 
the Marine Park one can 
host 40 to 80 runners each 
week, according to Rod-
gers.

“Marine Park is defi -
nitely one of our most pop-
ular locations,” he said. 

Local volunteers staff 

each of the runs. They time 
the runners, watch their 
bags, and direct them on 
the course, according to 
New York Road Runners’ 
website.

Carol Mendez of Marine 
Park says she takes part 
in the open runs because 
of the supportive atmo-
sphere. 

“It’s very encouraging,” 
she said. “Even if you don’t 
want to run, are not feeling 
feel, and instead walk, they 
still cheer you on. You feel 
like you still accomplished 
something.”

New York Road Runners 
chose the Marine Park and 
Canarsie locations due to 
local demand and a desire 
to improve parks in grow-
ing communities, but the 

group aims to provide runs 
for people in all boroughs, 
Rodgers said.

“NYRR is committed 
to creating touch points 
across all fi ve boroughs to 
encourage all New Yorkers 
to get out and get moving,” 
he said. “Regardless of 
which neighborhood they 
live or work in.”

New York Road Run-
ners Open Run (openrun.
nyrr.org/). Saturdays at 
9 am in Canarsie Park at 
the Canarsie Park offi ce, 
on Seaview Avenue near E. 
88th Street; Sundays at 9 
am in Marine Park, behind 
the Carmine Carro Com-
munity Center on Fillmore 
Avenue between Madison 
Place and Marine Park-
way.

partment will alert locals 
in advance, and any inter-
ruptions will be restored 
by the end of the work day 
during which they occur, 
Michaels said.

The pipe-replacement 
project also includes the 
installation of combined 
sewers, catch basins, and 
manholes, in addition to re-
constructing a triangular 
pedestrian plaza bounded 
by Eighth Avenue, Flat-
bush Avenue, and St. Johns 
Place.

Similar work is un-
derway on plumbing be-
neath Leonard Street in 
Williamsburg, and last 
week the design-and-con-
struction department an-
nounced it would use an 
installation process called 
“slip lining” — in which 
new, smaller pipes are 
threaded through larger, 
older ones — to shave one 

year off the job, which will 
now fi nish in 2019 instead 
of 2020.

But that technique 
won’t work in Park Slope, 
Michaels said, because the 
pipes being replaced there 
are too bendy, making it 
diffi cult to insert new tubes 

inside them.
Any residents who want 

to contact the city about the 
water-main-replacement 
project in Park Slope can 
contact its community lia-
son Niel Patel at (347) 889–
5271 or bed798ccl@gmail.
com.

WET WORK: The city will be replacing water pipes beneath St. 
Johns Place, Flatbush and Sixth avenues, and Baltic Street over the 
course of three years, resulting in loss of parking, closed streets, 
and loud noise.  Department of Design and Construction

WATER

RUNS

Autocratic fi gure Aunt 
Lydia, for instance, who 
trains the handmaids to be-
come submissive servants, 
is reinvented as Aunt 
Betsy Devos, named for 
Trump’s Secretary of Edu-
cation. Another character 
is named Rory Gilmore, af-
ter the lead character from 
“The Gilmore Girls,” said 
Belsky. 

“It’s really hard to dis-
associate her from that 
character that we loved 
in middle school,” she 
said.

Both Belsky and Stoko-
ski see the show as an op-
portunity to comment on 
serious topics through a co-
medic lens, such the men’s 
rights movement. In the 
show, the coup is led by 
“Commander Fred, a sex-
ually repressed elite East 
Coast man,” who convinces 
his fellow men’s rights ac-

tivists that feminists are 
conspiring to make them 
hate their own penises. 
Fred strikes by means of 
a song titled “I Love My 
Dick,” said Belsky.

“We try to not make 
anything too on the nose,” 
she said.

“Handmaid’s Tale: The 
Musical” at the Bell House 
(149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, www.thebell-
houseny.com). March 8 at 8 
pm. $15 ($10 in advance).

HANDMAIDS

Continued from page 1 

Continued from page 1 

Continued from page 1
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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