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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
It is, it is a glorious thing to 
hear a pirate sing!

A band of scurvy scala-
wags will sail into St. Pat-
rick’s school in Bay Ridge 
this weekend for the fi rst of 
six tuneful performances 
of “The Pirates of Pen-
zance,” from the Narrows 

Community Theater. The 
classic comic operetta, 
which opens on March 2, 
may have lost some of its 
satirical punch since it 
premiered in 1879, but its 
greatly to its credit that its 
clever lyrics and evergreen 
jokes about romance will 
still make audiences laugh, 

said the actor who plays 
protagonist Frederic. 

“A lot of it is satire — it 
was very topical during the 
time that it was written, and 
it’s like any sort of political 
farce today,” said Midwood 
resident Chazmond Pea-
cock. “The lyrics are very 

BY COLIN MIXSON
He’s trippin’!

The city abandoned a scheme 
Brooklyn’s head transit honcho 
hatched to secure capital funding 
for repairs to a  treacherous Wind-
sor Terrace sidewalk  because the 
$10-million plan was simply too 
expensive.

“We are currently exploring 
other feasible options due to the 
cost,” said a Department of Trans-
portation spokeswoman.

The agency’s Brooklyn Bor-
ough Commissioner Keith Bray 
suggested the pie-in-the-sky pro-
posal after concerned residents 
demanded the brick sidewalk 
along Prospect Park West between 
Bartel-Pritchard Square and 18th 
Street be replaced with concrete, 
claiming the constantly dislodg-
ing masonry is both a hazard to 
pedestrians — especially seniors, 
who trip over it — and a liability 
for property owners, who must 
pay to maintain the bricks outside 
their businesses or homes.

 Bray’s plan  called for repav-
ing the pathway as part of a larger 
project to enhance traffi c safety on 

BY ADAM LUCENTE
Coney Island Hospital is 
adding a whopping 10-story 
building to its complex later 
this year — four years after 
announcing the funding for 
the project. 

The new building is the 
latest effort of the hospital 
to rebuild after getting hit 
hard by Hurricane Sandy, 

and shows its attempts to 
strengthen its image fol-
lowing  years of poor per-
formance . 

“Every day it’s im-
proving,” said Com-
munity Board 15 chair-
woman Theresa Scavo. 
“They have not really 
come back from Sandy. 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 15Continued on page 18

A Pan-Asian music festival
BY ALEXANDRA SIMON

She’s leading the Revolution.
A Pulitzer-winning composer 

will bring female and Asian 
voices to the front of the annual 
Spring Revolution Festival of mu-
sic, starting on March 2 at Na-
tional Sawdust in Williamsburg. 
Musician and festival co-curator 
Du Yun has programmed a line-
up of performances from all over 
Asia that she hopes will make 
people examine their ideas about 
culture on that continent.

“When they approached me do 
this festival I had the idea of do-

ing something like a Pan-Asian 
festival — to investigate ‘What is 
Asia?’ and also challenge the sta-
tus quo within that as well,” said 
Du Yun, who won a Pulitzer for 
her 2017 opera “Angel’s Bone.”

Yun, born and raised in Shang-
hai, China before immigrating to 
the United States at age 20, said 
that she chose performers who 
will convey the richness of Asian 
cultures as more than a collec-
tion of tourist destinations and 
exotic locales.

“I especially want to focus 
Continued on page 6

BALI-WOOD: The Balinese music-and-dance ensemble Gamelan Dharma 
Swara will perform on March 9 as part of the Spring Revolution festival at 
National Sawdust. Gordon R. Wenzel

MUSIC PIRACY: Dalles Wilie 
portrays the Pirate King in  
“Pirates of Penzance.”

SOUNDS 
OF THE 
SPRING

Can’t foot 
the cost

‘Pirates’ land in RidgeHospital on the rise
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City: Repaving Terrace 
sidewalk too expensive
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OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
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CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The city must do more to 
protect Sunset Park kids 
who walk by a dangerous 
Fourth Avenue gas station 
to get to school, and change 
has to come from the top, 
say local pols.

Mayor DeBlasio must 
force the Department of 
Transportation to take im-
mediate steps to make the 
treacherous station be-
tween 30th and 31st streets 
— a block from an elemen-
tary school — safer for res-
idents of all ages, accord-
ing to a joint letter elected 
offi cials sent the mayor on 
Feb. 21. 

State Sen. Jesse Hamil-
ton (D–Crown Heights), As-
semblyman Felix Ortiz (D-
Sunset Park), Rep. Nydia 
Velazquez (D–Sunset Park), 
Borough President Adams, 
and Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Sunset Park) 
wrote that the fl imsy, tem-
porary plastic barriers and 
signs that the police and 
transit agency installed on 
the unmarked pavement 
in response to complaints 

do not do enough to protect 
kids’ lives in the long-term, 
and that the city must keep 
locals involved in making 
the Speedway gas station 
safer. 

“The children in our 
community have endured 
potentially dangerous 
street crossings for many 
years due to the gas sta-
tion’s location and road 
infrastructure,” the elect-
eds wrote. “That is why we 
further request that any 
redesign incorporate the 
community’s perspectives 
on new safety measures — 
this would ensure that so-
lutions moving forward are 
both inclusive and consis-
tent with the community’s 
needs.” 

The pols complained 
that several factors — in-
cluding erratic drivers who 
swerve off the busy avenue 
to reach the fuel bays, park-
ing regulations that cause 
blind spots, and PS 172’s lo-
cation only a block away — 
all create a hazard for pe-
destrians who traverse the 
block every day.

The transportation 
agency’s School Safety 
Division must add more 
safety signs, permanent 
bollards, or sturdy barri-
ers to protect the nabe’s 
kids as they walk to school, 
the offi cials wrote, adding 
that the division should 
also “provide infrastruc-
ture to monitor speed and 
encourage driver aware-
ness” and conduct a review 
of nearby school crossing 
guards, traffi c signals, and 
signage. And the division 
should also add “no stand-
ing at anytime” zones to 
the Fourth Avenue and 31st 
Street entrances to reduce 
blind spots, the electeds 
wrote. 

The pols also sent the 
letter to the commissioner 
of the transportation de-
partment, the chancellor of 
the education department, 
the police commissioner, 
the Community Board 11 
district manager, and PS 
172’s principal, Jack Spa-
tola. 

A rep from the police 

FLIMSY SAFEGUARDS: Local pols called on the mayor to get the Department of Transportation to 
install more than just fl imsy safeguards at the Speedway gas station on Fourth Avenue between 30th 
and 31st streets. Community News Group / Julianne McShane

CITY HALT!
Mayor must fi x gas station ‘death trap’ 
in Sunset Park, say local parents, pols

Continued on page 18
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re hungry for more!

Owners of the beloved Rem-
sen Street health-food store Pere-
landra temporarily shuttered its 
kitchen and juice bar to make way 
for a massive cooking space that 
will serve a bevy of new freshly 
prepared foods when it reopens 
this spring.

“This is the most signifi cant 
expansion we’ve done in nearly 
20 years,” said co-owner Allison 
Buckingham. “We’re close to tri-
pling the size of the kitchen.”

The staple Brooklyn Heights 
grocer between Court and Clinton 
streets — which opened on nearby 
Montague Street in 1976 before 
moving to its current location — 
is recognized for its aisles fi lled 
with good-for-you fare, includ-
ing organic fruits and vegetables 
and rice and grains by the pound, 
and for its entirely plant-based 
kitchen, where workers made 
to-go sandwiches and baked goods 
along with fresh juices and coffee 
before it closed in mid-January for 
the makeover.

And when the super-sized, 
Kosher-certifi ed space opens in 
April, it will boast a bulked-up 
menu of breakfast, lunch, and din-
ner options as well as expanded 
hours that include weekends, 
when the old kitchen was closed, 
Buckingham said.

Hungry shoppers can browse a 
new hot bar that will feature foods 
including breakfast burritos, en-

chiladas, and roasted vegetables, 
or grab specialty sandwiches 
made to order with several bread 
options, all but one of which are 
gluten-free, she said.

Patrons looking for a lighter 
bite can help themselves at two 
new grab-and-go stations, one of 
which will be stocked with items 
such as salads and pre-made sand-
wiches, while the other will in-
clude more than a dozen pastries 
and other baked goodies.

And the revamped juice bar 
will be equipped with an espresso 
machine in order to make cappuc-
cinos and lattes — exciting new 
treats for customers who want 
more than the regular cups of joe 
it previously poured, the co-owner 
said.

Buckingham said she and co-
owner Roland Auer originally 
planned to reopen the kitchen 
in early March, but work delays 
pushed its return back a month, 
and she’s looking forward to fi ring 

up the stove again for shoppers af-
ter contemplating the expansion 
for some time.

“We’re thrilled, and our cus-
tomers are so excited,” she said. 
“We’ve been at capacity in our 
kitchen for years.”

And the co-owner — a certifi ed 
nutritionist who since 2002 has 
worked at Perelandra, where she 
often buys her own meals from — 
said that the store won’t serve any-
thing that a professional wouldn’t 
put in his or her own stomach.

“I’ve basically eaten breakfast 
and lunch at this store every day 
for 15 years,” Buckingham said. 
“I take a lot of pride in being able 
to trust where you buy your food. 
And people really trust that if 
it’s on our shelves, they know it’s 
something they could feel good 
about.”

Perelandra [175 Remsen St. be-
tween Clinton and Court streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 855–6068, 
www.perelandranatural.com].

FOODIES: Perelandra’s co-owners Allison Buckingham, left, and Roland Auer, center, and its food service director Aly Wei-
gle, right, are looking forward to reopening the Remsen Street health-food store’s expanded kitchen in April. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman 

Living on a prayer
BY JULIANNE CUBA

It needs help from above.
Civic gurus punted a con-

troversial rezoning applica-
tion for a plot of Fort Greene 
land where  church leaders 
want to erect a 13-story tower 
of so-called affordable housing  
to the borough president after 
panning the proposal earlier 
this month.

“As represented by the very 
vocal voices tonight, I move 
that this body votes against 
this project, and sends the 
message that we’re not in fa-
vor of it,” said Community 
Board 2 member John Harri-
son at a full board meeting on 
Feb. 14.

Clergy from the Hanson 
Place Seventh-day Adventist 
Church want to raze the house 
of worship’s old three-story 
community center at 142–150 
S. Portland Ave. between Han-
son and S. Elliott places to 
make way for a 138-foot residen-
tial high-rise with 100 units, a 
new street-level multi-purpose 
space, and a below-ground med-
ical facility.

The proposed tower would 
contain 19 studios, 42 one-bed-
rooms, 24 two-bedrooms, and 
14 three-bedrooms all doled 
out via the city’s housing lot-
tery according to three income-
based affordability tiers. Twen-
ty-fi ve units would be priced at 
60 percent of the area’s median 
income, another 25 would be 
offered at 100 percent of that fi g-
ure, and the last 50 at 130 per-
cent.

But before the church’s cho-
sen builder can break ground, 
the city must upzone the area 
generally bounded by S. Port-
land Avenue and Hanson and 
S. Elliot places to allow for tow-
ers that rise as tall as 14 stories, 
fi ve higher than the nine-story 
structures currently allowed 
on the land, which contains the 
development site and other lots 
including several row houses 
and a  13-story tower  built be-
fore the city downzoned the 
area to its current height cap 
in 2007.

The upzoning application 
also proposes giving develop-
ers a free pass to build store-
fronts on the ground-level of 
new Hanson Place buildings 
erected within the rezoned area 
through what’s called a “com-
mercial overlay.”

And it includes extending 
the Special Downtown Brook-

lyn district along Hanson Place, 
which now ends at S. Elliot 
Place, by one block to S. Port-
land Avenue.

Expanding the district, 
which establishes special height 
and setback regulations to pro-
mote the nabe’s residential and 
retail growth, would limit the 
construction of more tall tow-
ers on the land it covers. Future 
buildings next to the row houses 
within it would be restricted to 
the area’s current height limit 
of nine stories, even if the up-
zoning is ultimately approved, 
according to Community Board 
2. And any of the special dis-
trict’s other regulations, such 
as mandatory sidewalk widen-
ing and parking restrictions, 
would not apply in the exten-
sion, information distributed by 
the board said.

Community Board 2’s Land 
Use Committee voted last month 
to support a spot rezoning that 
only applies to the church’s 
property and to reject the rest 
of the application, because its 
members feared other develop-
ers would scoop up low-rise or 
empty lots on the larger plot of 
land in order to build taller and 
denser buildings down the line, 
according to the committee’s 
chairwoman.

But the full board rejected 
the committee’s recommenda-
tion at its Feb. 14 session, and 
instead voted against the upzon-
ing application in its entirety.

The church’s proposal now 
sits with the beep, who held a 
public hearing about it on Feb. 
20, and will push it along the 
Uniform Land Use Review Pro-
cedure process when he issues 
his own recommendation to the 
City Planning Commission in 
the next few weeks.

Staple Heights grocer
is cooking up change

Expanding its in-store kitchen’s size, menu, and hours

LITTLE FAITH: Community Board 2 
voted against a Fort Greene church’s 
rezoning application, which it fi led in 
order to erect this 13-story tower of 
so-called affordable housing.

FRESH LOOK: A rendering of the new kitchen facilities, which include a hot bar 
and two grab-and-go stations. Perelandra

Board snubs church’s development
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The ELITE PROTOCOL
MIC-B12 Lipotropic Injections
HCG + Appetite Control
Designed to Attack Weight Loss 
From Every Angle
HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating 
      Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & 
      Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

Inquire within now!  917.444.3043

                 B Q B82B7

Let us help you drop 15-30 Stubborn Pounds!! Quickly, Safely, and Eff ectively!!

BEFORE AFTER

BY ADAM LUCENTE
The city couldn’t hold it any 
longer.

Construction of new 
bathrooms for the Brigh-
ton Beach Boardwalk fi -
nally began on Feb. 12. The 
controversial comfort sta-
tion, which was originally 
supposed to be built by the 
Boardwalk near Brighton 
15th Street after the old one 
was destroyed during Hur-
ricane Sandy, is now being 
built near Coney Island Av-
enue, following local outcry 
over the previous location. 

The start of construc-
tion comes as a relief for 
many in the community.

“It had to be done. People 
have been without a bath-
room for the last fi ve years 
since Sandy,” said Commu-
nity Board 13 district man-
ager Eddie Mark. “It’s long-
awaited and needed for the 
neighborhood.”

The public toilets are be-
ing built with federal funds 
at a cost of $4.3 million, and 
are expected to be fi nished 
in time for beach season, ac-
cording to the city agency 
in charge of the work.

“It’s started. We have 
an estimated completion 
date of the spring,” said a 
spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Design and Con-
struction.

The original plan to 
build the bathrooms near 
the upscale Oceana Condo-
miniums — perched atop 
20-foot-tall concrete stilts 
—  ran into fi erce opposi-
tion from local condo own-
ers , who  even sued the city , 
complaining that the high-
rise toilets would lower 

their property values by 
blocking their views of the 
water.

The 2015 relocation of 
the loos 350 feet down the 
Riegelmann Boardwalk to 
a site near the Shorefront 
Y led many locals to com-
plain the city was pander-
ing to the rich.

The start of work on the 
bathrooms marks the end 
of four years of squabbling, 
and Assemblyman Steven 
Cymbrowitz (D–Brighton 
Beach) — a vocal opponent 
of the original location — 
said he’s happy to have it 
settled. 

“This is an issue that 
people continually ask me 
about in the community 
and I’m pleased that we 
have a successful resolu-
tion,” he said in a press re-
lease.

Not everyone believes 
the new site is suitable, 
however. Councilman 

Chaim Deutsch (D–Brigh-
ton Beach) wrote a letter to 
the Parks Department in 
2016 arguing that the bath-
rooms could turn into dan-
gerous debris and damage 
the Shorefront Y Jewish 
community center nearby 
in the event of another su-
perstorm. 

 The Oceana condo own-
ers lodged a similar com-
plaint  in 2013, but Deutsch 
pointed out a fundamental 
difference — unlike the 
high-end condo complex, 
the Shorefront Y provided 
meals, clothing, heaters 
and other services during 
Superstorm Sandy, and so 
needs to remain secure.

“I have a signifi cant 
concern that fl ying debris 
from the comfort station 
could have an unfortunate 
and direct impact on the 
ability of the Shorefront Y 
to provide these essential 
services,” he wrote.

Bathroom breakthrough
Work fi nally begins on new Boardwalk toilets

FINALLY: Construction of public bathrooms on the Brighton Beach 
Boardwalk near Coney Island Avenue began on Feb. 12, and when 
done they will fi nally replace those destroyed during Hurricane 
Sandy all the way back in 2012. Photo by Mike Beitchman

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
It’s a pooch paradise!

A new business cater-
ing to Bay Ridge canines 
offi cially opened for busi-
ness in a Feb. 23 ceremony 
with staffers, locals, and 
Councilman Justin Bran-
nan (D–Bay Ridge) on hand 
to celebrate. Opening the 
 Brooklyn Canine Club  
on Fifth Avenue between 
82nd and 83rd streets was 

a dream come true, accord-
ing to the dog-loving owner.

“All my life, dogs have 
made me very, very happy,” 
said Jose Candia, who lives 
on bucolic Staten Island 
and owns the doggie day-
care with business partner 
and veterinarian Salvatore 
Pernice. “Everyone always 
said that I was pretty good 
with them.”

The club will function 

as a daycare for lonely pups 
whose human parents are 
at work or otherwise occu-
pied during the day, and all 
pooches will get the chance 
to frolic on special, clean-
able “canine turf” in the 
attached backyard that be-
longs to Pernice’s practice, 
the Brooklyn Veterinary 
Group.

The club does not take 

Doggie daycare opens in Ridge

Continued on page 6
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AviatorCamps.com • (718) 758-7510 • Camps@AviatorSports.com

Save up to $200 on Aviator Summer Day Camps

with extended early bird!

Save up to $200 on Aviator Summer Day Camps

with extended early bird!

Featuring four distinct camp groups, five 
rotating daily activities, fun and 

educational weekly field trips, hot lunch 
and snack, early drop off, late pick up and 

bus service available.

The experience of a sleepaway camp 
without sleeping over!

“What Should I Do To Get A Loan?”
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on new works — because 
in my mind, new cultures 
cannot exist without new 
works — because other-
wise it’s just tourist cul-
ture,” she said. “I’m hoping 
to really challenge people’s 
idea of what it means to be 
Asian. If you really care 
what we’re thinking and 
doing, you can come in 
and get an immense body 
of work and practices, that 
serves as window to what 
we thinking and it’s sort 
of like a more poignant un-
derstanding.”

The evening titled “The 
Shanghai You Don’t Know,” 
on March 10, will feature a 
screening of the documen-
tary “Lotus Ferry,” about 
a neighborhood in Shang-
hai, followed by three per-
formances of distinctively 
Shanghai theater, dance, 
and music styles. Other 
evenings will feature 
the Balinese music and 
dance ensemble Gamelan 
Dharma Swara, and Bhuta-
nese, Japanese, and Indian 
musicians. 

Yun will also take the 
stage on March 9, playing 
piano and singing with her 
band OK Miss. The four-
piece, which also includes 
a drummer, saxophonist, 
and a clarinetist, will play 

funk, pop, and rock and 
roll music, along with tra-
ditional music from China 
and Mongolia. Yun said the 
eclectic set-list will give the 
audience a taste of her ver-
satility as a performer. 

“I wanted to showcase 
not only being a performer 
but also the different type 
of music sensibilities that 
I can do as well,” she said. 
“And I’m going to be cover-
ing a Mongolian folk song, 
and morph that into some-
thing psychedelic.”

Every night of the fes-
tival features female cu-
rators and female artists, 
but Yun said that adding 
Asian culture complicates 
the discussion of women’s 
empowerment in a neces-
sary way.

“I’m a woman, and I’m 
also Chinese. If you were 
to ask any woman who they 
really are, the answer will 
be chaotic, not orderly, and 
layered,” said Yun. “I think 
in society everything is 
so rigid and black and 
white, and I want my art 
to breathe through that. I 
want to have art and music 
to shatter that.”

“Spring Revolution 
Festival” at National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455, 
www.nationalsawdust.
org]. March 2–11 at vari-
ous times.

CREATOR AND CURATOR: Composer and musician Du Yun has pro-
grammed six performances of Pan-Asian music during the Spring 
Revolution Festival. Jill Steinberg

Continued from page 1 

FESTIVAL

BY ADAM LUCENTE
It will be a stellar conver-
sation!

The famed astrophys-
icist Neil deGrasse Ty-
son will visit the Brook-
lyn Academy of Music on 
March 9 to discuss outer 
space, neuroscience, and 
the science of ice skating, 
among other topics. Re-
cording the latest edition 
of his “StarTalk” podcast 
in front of an audience at 
the Academy allows him 
to combine science with 
pop culture, and to spread 
his knowledge to a wider 
audience in the borough 
and beyond, said Tyson.

“This is science 
brought to the public in 
a way they’re comfort-
able thinking about, and 
won’t say afterwards ‘Ow, 
my brain hurts,’ ” he said. 
“When science becomes 
one thing people do on a 
Friday night, then we’ve 
succeeded in merging it 
with pop culture.”

The event is part of the 
Academy’s annual Radi-
oLoveFest, a live celebra-
tion of notable radio pro-
grams and podcasts. This 
year’s festival also in-
cludes a discussion with 
“This American Life” 
host Ira Glass, storytell-
ing from “The Moth,” 

and a chat with “Ameri-
can Gods” author Neil 
Gaiman. 

During his live perfor-
mance, Tyson will record 
material for two of his pod-
casts. The fi rst is “Star-
Talk All-Stars,” which fea-
tures talks with renowned 
scientists. For that, he will 
chat with neuroscientist 
Heather Berlin about the 
science of creativity, and 
whether it can be detected 
in brain scans. Tyson said 
he will learn along with 
the audience as he guides 

that discussion.
“What helps is I’m not 

a neuroscientist,” he said. 
“In the conversation I’ll 
actually learn.”

His other podcast, 
“Playing with Science,” 
discusses the role of sci-
ence in sports. His guest 
for that show will be Olym-
pic fi gure skater Sasha Co-
hen. Ice skating involves 
much more science than 
people realize, said Tyson.

“There’s a special, 
unique property of frozen 
water that allows skating,” 

said the astrophysicist, 
who enjoys fi gure skating. 
“You can’t skate on other 
frozen substances.”

A third guest will add 
a musical interlude to the 
night: rapper Baba Brink-
man, who spits rhymes 
about scientifi c topics, will 
make a brief appearance. 

Bringing the show to 
the Borough of Kings is es-
pecially appropriate, said 
Tyson, because Brooklyn 
has a history of mixing 
scientifi c learning with 
its nightlife, at events like 
Littlefi eld’s “Nerd Nite” 
and Astronomy on Tap. 

“I call it a culture of ra-
tional thinking. There’s a 
lot of underground science 
in Brooklyn. There are 
science gatherings at bars, 
science cafes, this sort of 
thing,” he said. 

And the cavernous How-
ard Gilman Opera House, 
where Tyson will hold his 
show, is just another exam-
ple of that trend.

“This is the largest of 
such venues,” he said.

“StarTalk at BAM: 
Science is Everywhere” 
at BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House [30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636–4100, 
www.bam.org]. March 9 at 
7:30 pm. $35–$65.

SCIENCE FOR THE MASSES: Astrophysicist and snappy vest-
wearer Neil deGrasse Tyson will chat about the physics of fi gure 
skating and the human brain at the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
on March 9. 

Talking with the stars
Astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson returns to BAM
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more than 20 dogs at a 
time, Candia said, adding 
that they currently have a 
waiting list. And all four-
legged friends have to pass 
a temperament test by in-
teracting with Candia’s 
dog, Lilly, to join the club.

Candia opened the club 
because the Ridge is teem-
ing with pups but lack-
ing anywhere for them to 
gather and play.

“When I did the re-
search, the neighborhood 
needed something for 
dogs,” he said. “I looked 
in Long Island City, Down-
town — those places have 
doggie daycares, but Bay 

Ridge did not have any-
thing. And the amount 
of dogs I’ve seen in this 
neighborhood — it’s pretty 
amazing.”

Candia opened the shop 
not just to pursue his pas-
sion for playing with pups, 
but also to spend more 
time with his family, and 
his wife, Doreen, also con-
tributes to managing the 

canine club’s corporate 
side.

The business owners 
eventually want to cre-
ate organic treats, Candia 
said, but for now, they’re 
happy to be enthusiasti-
cally received by two and 
four-legged Ridgites alike.

“It’s amazing, the feed-
back we’re getting,” he said. 
“We’re pretty excited.”

Continued from page 4

DOGS
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Dr. Melinda Keller of the 
Brooklyn Spine Center has 
been treating patients with 
chronic back pain for 36 
years.

She has heard it all from 
patients who come to her as 
a last resort, after they have 
tried pills and injections. Yet, 
despite these treatments, they 
are still suffering. They can’t 
sit and do computer work for 
their jobs. They can’t bend to 
pick up their grandchildren. 
Many can’t sleep at night be-
cause the pain is excruciat-
ing. Their quality of life is so 
diminished, many consider 
surgery to be their only op-
tion.

But Dr. Keller provides 
them with another alterna-
tive: non-surgical decom-
pression. She utilizes the 
DRX-9000 (pictured right), a 
state-of-the-art device that 
helps restore spinal discs 
back to optimal health. The 
machine gently stretches the 
spine so that pain subsides. 
As a result, pressure on the 
nerves is released. “It acceler-
ates the natural healing pro-
cess, and offers an effective 
alternative to risky spine sur-
gery, painful injections, and 
prescriptive medications,” 
says Dr. Keller.

The results are based on 
scientifi c evidence. “Post-MRI 
results reveal actual physical 
improvement to the health 
of the spinal disc in approxi-
mately 90% of the cases,” says 
the doctor.

D.R.X. stands for Decom-
pression Reduction Extrac-
tion, and the DRX -9000 is 
the best quality and most re-
searched decompression de-
vice on the market, she says. 

The system is manufactured 
by Axiom Worldwide, and is 
Food and Drug Administra-

tion-approved. This technol-
ogy allows Dr. Keller to apply 
a controlled amount of trac-
tion to specifi c parts of the 
spine, gently easing the pres-
sure off of patients’ injured 
discs. Keeping discs healthy 

is important. “Discs 

are responsible for drawing 
fl uid from the body that car-
ries nutrients and oxygen to 
the spine,” says Dr. Keller. 
“The spine needs these nutri-
ents to stay strong.”

The procedure is non-inva-
sive, and patients do not feel 
any pain when undergoing 
the treatment. The only thing 
they may feel is a gentle tug 
to the spine as the machine 
works to ease the symptoms 

associated with her-
niated discs, 

degenera-
tive disc 
d i s e a s e , 

and sciatica. 
While this 

is taking place, 
patients are lying com-

fortably on top of the ma-
chine’s cushioned table. The 

treatment takes place 
slowly and gradually, 
so that patients are re-

laxed and stress-free.

Some patients report feel-
ing a sense of relief right 
away, as the machine can of-
fer immediate relief to the 
pressure on their discs. Sev-
eral DRX-9000 treatments are 
usually needed to obtain last-
ing results. Dr. Keller will dis-
cuss the timeframe with each 
patient, outlining a treat-
ment plan that’s based on in-
dividual needs. Each session 
lasts about 45 minutes, pro-
viding time for the DRX-9000 
to lengthen and stretch the 
spine, as it reduces pressure 
to the nerves.

Good spinal health is essen-
tial, says the doctor, as it can 
mean the difference between 
staying active and being bed-
ridden. Some patients come 
into the offi ce, and they can 
barely walk. If left untreated, 
what will their spines be like 
when they age? “Half of all 
babies born in the year 2000 
or later, can expect to live 
to be 100 years old,” says Dr. 
Keller. “We are already liv-
ing longer, but we have to live 
better.” Keeping our spines 
functioning at 100% prolongs 
quality of life.

More than 900 insurance 
companies cover chiroprac-
tic care, and the warm staff 
at the Brooklyn Spine Center 
will make a courtesy call on 
your behalf to see what your 
plan offers. The staff is com-
passionate, upbeat, easy-go-
ing, and available to help.

Brooklyn Spine Center [5911 
16th Ave. between 59th and 
60th streets in Borough Park, 
(718) 234-6200, www.Brook-
lynSpineCenter.com]. Open 
Mondays – Thursdays, 9 am 
– 7 pm; Fridays, 9 am – 2 pm; 
Saturdays, 9 am – noon, by ap-
pointment.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Brooklyn Spine Center offering patients
living with back pain a surgery-free option
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718.967.4034 23 A Nelson Avenue, Staten Island

the street by adding side-
walk extensions known 
as bump-outs at its inter-
sections — without which, 
the job wouldn’t be eligible 
for capital funding from 
the city, he said.

The transit bigwig told 
locals in November that 
offi cials successfully used 
the same strategy in other 
neighborhoods, but a sub-
sequent study determined 
that installing a concrete 
sidewalk along with the 
bump-outs would cost up-
wards of $10 million.

And the city’s Offi ce of 
Management and Budget 
deemed the price tag cost-
prohibitive, according 
to the transportation-de-
partment spokeswoman, 
who said the agency is 
now looking at the issue 
with offi cials from the De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Protection.

The setback will be a 
blow to those locals con-
cerned about the safety 
of their neighbors who 
travel the sidewalk, but 
may come as a relief to 

others reluctant to give up 
precious street parking 
in order to add the bump-
outs, which would gobble 
up spots.

The local assemblyman 
who organized the meet-
ing where Bray pitched 
his too-pricey proposal 
plans to hold another ses-
sion to brief residents on 
other potential solutions 
this spring, according to 
a staffer.

“We’re hoping to get 
some kind of evaluation 
on other things that might 
make it capitally eligible 
by springtime,” said Dan 
Campanelli, chief of staff 
to Assemblyman Robert 
Carroll (D–Windsor Ter-
race).

PRICEY PROBLEM: Offi cials 
vetoed a plan to repave a 
dangerous brick sidewalk in 
Windsor Terrace because its 
$10-million price tag is too 
costly.  

SIDEWALK

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This green space is getting 
licensed to grill!

The city is gifting Mc-
Carren Park with new bar-
becues and picnic tables 
ahead of the summer sea-
son so its patrons can fi -
nally have their perfectly 
seared burgers and a place 
to eat them, too. 

“McCarren Park is a 
heavily-used resource for 
many North Brooklynites,” 
said the Department of Parks 
and Recreation’s Brooklyn 
Commissioner Martin Ma-
her. “We’re excited to bring 
even more amenities to the 
park, and we know these 
grills and picnic tables will 
be put to good use.”

The agency is coughing 
up more than $50,000 to in-
stall nine “double-header” 
grills that hold twice as 
much meat, fi sh, or vegeta-
bles than the standard va-
riety, along with 18 picnic 
tables, three charcoal-dis-

posal bins, and two addi-
tional garbage containers, 
all of which will be placed 
in three designated areas 
within the meadow that 
straddles Williamsburg 
and Greenpoint, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman, who 
said park-goers have al-
ready been hauling their 
own grilling equipment to 
the lawn for a long time.

The parks department 
also plans to solicit bids 
from food vendors before 
picking two to operate 
trucks inside the green 
space and one to set up shop 
in McCarren Park’s fi eld 
house near its baseball di-
amonds this spring, the 
rep said. And the agency is 
working to arrange a meet-
ing with the local commu-
nity board before it issues 
any permits, she said. 

The new picnic facili-
ties will arrive nearly six 
years after  some park-go-
ers begged the city to in-

stall barbecues in the park 
in 2012  — the same year 
that other locals grilled 
offi cials  over the instal-
lation of cooking stations 
in nearby Cooper Park on 
Maspeth Avenue , which 
they claimed would lead to 
pollution and violence.

And outdoor kitchens 
aren’t the only changes 
coming to the green space 

roughly bounded by Man-
hattan, Nassau, and Bed-
ford avenues and Bayard, 
Lorimer and N. 12th streets. 
The parks department next 
month will begin a year-
long, $4-million capital 
project of  renovating of its 
track and fi eld , which in-
cludes laying a new rubber 
oval and an artifi cial-turf 
pitch, the rep said.

GRILL SEASON: The city plans to install new grills and picnic ta-
bles in McCarren Park by May. Parks Department 

HOT DOG!
McCarren Park grills on the way
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Continued from page 1 
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The Be Proud Foundation is 
a not-for-profit organization that 
works with families and the com-
munity to promote acceptance 
and understanding throughout 
the borough.  

On Feb. 15 and 16, it held two 
assemblies on drug prevention for 
middle school students at the Big 
Apple Academy in Bensonhurst, 
where Mr. Vlad Gorny is princi-
pal. 

Law enforcement officials 
were invited to participate so that 
they could share their expertise. 
Among those in attendance in-
cluded Assistant District Attor-
ney Karen Valliere, criminal law-
yer Philip Gurevich, and Sergeant 
Anthony Caggiano of the 1 Police 
Plaza Community Affairs Office.  

This is the fourth time the 
school has hosted a seminar on 
drug prevention, in partnership 
with the Be Proud Foundation. 

“We have to unite against our 
greatest enemy — drugs,” said Mr. 
Gorny. “It has shattered dreams, 
families, and far too many lives.”

The assembly opened with a 
moment of silence dedicated to 
students and teachers who lost 
their lives during the latest Flor-
ida school shooting. About 400 stu-
dents lowered their heads silently 
to respectfully show their sorrow. 
Gorny emphasized that we all 
have to work hard to make our 
community safe. Drug prevention 
is certainly one way to start.

The guest speakers shared real-
life stories of ways abuse can start. 
Sometimes it is peer-pressure, and 
the desire “to be cool.” But it can 
also include finding and trying 
prescription drugs that are in the 
house. They pointed out that drug 
abuse is indiscriminate in nature, 
and happens in households at ev-
ery income level. The speakers 
stressed that drug abuse is not 
only dangerous to one’s health, but 
it is also against the law. Sergeant 
Caggiano and Attorney Gurevich 
shared anecdotes that revealed the 
consequences involved for those 
who travel down that path.

Students listened attentively 
during the presentation and asked 
questions. As the topic of drug 
prevention is one that Be Proud’s 
founder and executive director, 
Raisa Chernina, has brought out 
in the open for years now, she 
noted that this attentiveness is 
something she witnesses at every 
assembly. She is often amazed at 
the questions that are posed. 

Mr. Gorny said these assem-

blies provide much-needed infor-
mation to students. 

“Shielding teenagers from this 
sort of conversation is not doing 
any good to the children, or the 
community in general. Parents 
and educators often abstain from 
covering this issue while the kids 
often seek less than competent 
sources to feel in the blanks.”

Chernina said, “It’s never too 
early to start teaching kids about 
the dangers of drugs. They need 
to get the message sooner than 
later.”

She believes too many kids 
turn to drugs because they have 
too much time on their hands. 

“Kids must be keep busy at 
sports, art and science 24/7,” she 

said. 
It sticks in her mind that at 

one assembly, politician Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island) asked 
the audience to raise their hands 
if they had a neighbor, relative, or 
friend who had passed away from 
an overdose. 

“Each and every person raised 
their hand,” said Chernina. “It 

was the most terrible thing to 
see.”

Be Proud Foundation [2805 E. 
26th St. between Emmons Avenue 
and Shore Parkway in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 788–7773]. Open Mon-
days – Fridays, 10 am–5 pm. 

Big Apple Academy [2937 86 St. 
in Bensonhurst, (718) 333–0300, 
www.bigappleacademy.com].

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E

Be Proud, Big Apple Academy unite against drugs 
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Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:

Marketing

 

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

BY ADAM LUCENTE
Months after  straphangers 
begged the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
to install an elevator at the 
Broadway Junction subway 
station , the Authority an-
nounced a plan — to install 
more stairs.

The transit agency on 
Feb. 21 unveiled its plan to 
build two new stairways 
at the Broadway Junction 
hub in Cypress Hills just 
outside Bushwick to ac-
commodate an expected 
surge in displaced L-train 
commuters when offi cials 
cut that line off from Man-
hattan by closing its un-
derwater Canarsie Tunnel, 
and some commuters are 
as skeptical as they are dis-
appointed.

“I don’t know where 
they’re gonna put them. And 
what about handicap acces-
sibility?” said Canarsie resi-
dent Michael Ien. “Come on. 
It’s not feasible to me.”

A Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority offi cial 
told  the Community Board 
18 meeting  attendees that 
the new stairways will be 
needed at Broadway Junc-
tion to handle those Ca-
narsie straphangers trans-
ferring from the truncated 
L line to the Manhattan-
bound J and Z trains after 
the L’s Brooklyn–Manhat-
tan tunnel closes in April 
2019.

“The mezzanine to the J 
and Z gets congested,” the 
offi cial said.

The L train will still 
run from Rockaway Park-
way in Canarsie all the way 
to Bedford Avenue dur-
ing the  15-month closure , 
and Broadway Junction is 
one of only two places on 
that route where commut-
ers will be able to switch 
from the L to a Manhattan-
bound line.

“We anticipate 70–80 
percent of diverted L cus-

tomers will use nearby sub-
way lines, including the J 
and Z lines, with Broadway 
Junction as a major trans-
fer point,” said an author-
ity spokeswoman. 

“The additional stairs 
will help customer fl ow 
from the increased de-
mand.”

But Ien has long argued 
that what Broadway Junc-
tion needs more than stairs 
is an elevator.

“First and foremost we 
need an elevator,” he said. 
“Someone who’s elderly 
can’t manage the stairs or 
escalator.”

And he’s not alone. A fel-
low Canarsie resident said 
an elevator is more ideal 
for the crowded station. 

“An elevator would be 
better. It’s very high up,” 
said Judy D. Newton, refer-
ring to the station’s three 
stories’ worth of treacher-
ously steep stairs.

Newton nonetheless 

said she’s happy the au-
thority is adding stairs to 
reduce congestion.

“It should’ve been done 
a long time ago,” she said. 
“I think it will be safer for 
pedestrian traffi c.”

The authority said it 
will make other improve-
ments for Brooklyn’s L-
train straphangers, includ-

ing a new transfer to the 3 
train. Commuters will be 
able to walk from the Livo-
nia Avenue stop on the L 
line and hop the 3 line at Ju-
nius Street free of charge.

Some riders at the CB 
18 meeting worried about 
the effects of increased bus 
ridership during the shut-
down. Gerard Brewster of 

East Flatbush pointed out 
that the B6 bus that takes 
people to the 2 and 5 train 
at Flatbush Avenue is al-
ready overcrowded.

“I’ve yet to see a plan for 
the B6 and BM2, and what 
will happen to people in 
Flatlands who take them 
west to the 2 and 5 trains,” 
he said.

STEPS FORWARD

LONG WAY DOWN: Canarsie resident Michael Ien said that the Broadway Junction station is in desper-
ate need of an elevator, but the Metropolitan Transportation Authority is just promising more stairs.
 File photo by Jason Speakman

Broadway Junction to get new staircases
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aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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With the minimally in-
vasive treatment for aneu-
rysms now offered by the 
Vascular Institute in Bor-
ough Park, patients can 
now plan to go home the 
same day of an operation 
that once kept patients in 
the hospital for days.

Under the direction of 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, the In-
stitute, offers the very lat-
est state-of-the-art treat-
ment for a wide range of 
vascular conditions.

No need to travel to 
Manhattan or Long Island 
when the very best care is 
available right here. Dr. 
Ascher and his team are 
internationally recognized 
for developing ground-
breaking treatments for 
patients with vascular dis-
ease. In some cases the en-
dovascular techniques de-
veloped by this team have 
eliminated the need for 
surgery.

There was a time not 

long ago when patients 
seeking treatment for an 
aneurysm could expect to 
leave the hospital with an 
ugly scar running from the 
collar bone to the groin. It 
doesn’t have to be that way, 
says Dr. Ascher. The sur-
gery that he has pioneered 
is done with the guidance 
of ultrasound on an ambu-
latory basis.

“This procedure is 
minimally invasive. The 
blockage can be removed 
with just a small incision 
in the groin,” he said. “The 
beauty of it is that we have 
simplified this approach. 
Instead of spending four 
or five days in the ICU, 
patients can expect to be 
home for dinner.”

This new procedure re-

duces costs and, more im-
portantly, it reduces the 
risk of complications. In 
the not-distant future he 
expects to be able to per-
form the surgery, which is 
done with the patient un-
der local anesthesia, in his 
Brooklyn facility. To date 
more than 1,000 patients 
have taken advantage of 
the life-saving aneurysm 

surgery offed by the in-
stitute. Aneurysms occur 
when part of a blood vessel 
or cardiac chamber swell 
because the blood vessel 
is damaged or there is a 
weakness in the wall of the 
blood vessel. As the aneu-
rysm grows there is a risk 
of rupture, which can lead 
to severe hemorrhage and 
other complications, in-
cluding sudden death.

Dr. Ascher is currently 
the chief of vascular sur-
gery at NYU Lutheran 
Medical Center. He is the 
founder of the Pan Ameri-
can Congress on Vascular 
and Endovascular Surgery, 
which provides a forum 
for surgeons from South 
America, Central America 
and North America.

The doctor has written 
more than 250 articles pub-
lished in medical journals. 
Put simply, it would be dif-
ficult, if not impossible, 
to find a more respected 
leader in the field of vascu-

lar medicine.
In addition to the treat-

ment of aneurysms, the In-
stitute provides the most 
progressive and advanced 
care available for the treat-
ment of wide range of vas-
cular conditions includ-
ing stroke prevention and 
clearing blocked arter-
ies. The Institute is also 
involved in wound treat-
ment, saving limbs, and re-
moving varicose veins.

Asked why he chose 
Brooklyn to set up his 
practice, Dr. Ascher said 
simply, “I am very happy 
the very best in vascular 
medicine is right here in 
Brooklyn.”

The Vascular Institute 
of New York [960 50th St. 
between Ninth Avenue and 
Fort Hamilton Parkway in 
Borough Park, (718) 438–
3800, and 2993 Ocean Park-
way in Brighton Beach, 
(347) 533–8477, vascularnyc.
com] Call or go the website 
to make an appointment.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Brooklyn doctor provides treatment of aneurysms

BY LINCOLN ANDERSON
This idea is full of hot air!

A new temporary pon-
toon bridge is the best way 
to shuttle the most strap-
hangers across the East 
River when offi cials close 
the L train’s underwater 
Brooklyn–Manhattan tun-
nel for a 15-month repair 
next April, according to 
the out-of-state real-estate 
executive and  former un-
derwear model  who fl oated 
the concept.

San Francisco resident 
Parker Shinn, who once 
lived on the distant isle of 
Manhattan, claimed that 
 plans  to  launch new fer-
ries  as well as beef up bus 
service across and create 
dedicated high-occupancy 
vehicle lanes on the Wil-
liamsburg Bridge will not 
be enough to transport the 
more than 200,000 displaced 
daily L-train commuters, 
necessitating his so-called 

“L-Ternative” crossing. 
“I question whether 

they’re going to be able 
to accommodate an addi-
tional 225,000 people each 
day,” Shinn said. “I think 
this bridge could take all 
the people that take the L.”

The 31-year-old recently 
launched a  Kickstarter 
campaign  to raise an ini-
tial $50,000 to get his proj-
ect off the ground, and said 
he’s already fi ne-tuned the 
concept with some profes-
sionals.

“We’re exploring it,” he 
said. “I’ve spoken to a cou-
ple of companies to get es-
timates. I’ve bounced it off 
naval engineers and archi-
tects.”

Shinn proposed install-
ing the Brooklyn end of the 
short-term bridge — which 
would be supported by 30 
fl oating 90-foot barges an-
chored in the river, ac-
cording to its Kickstarter 

page — near the coastline 
around N. Eighth Street in 
Williamsburg. Straphang-
ers who cross it would ar-
rive in Manhattan near 
10th Street.

The span would have 
four lanes, half Kings 
County–bound and the 
other half going towards 
the distant isle. Pedestrians 
and cyclists would be per-

mitted on the outer lanes, 
while the inner two would 
be reserved for buses in or-
der to keep the bridge from 
fl ipping into the East River, 
Shinn said.

“You have to keep the 
weight centered,” he said.

A portion of the cross-
ing would be built higher 
to allow ferries’ and other 
small boats’ passage, and 
the span would feature a 
drawbridge to allow larger 
vessels through, according 
to Shinn, who said he has 
yet to share his plan with 
the Coast Guard, which 
would need to approve it, 
the city, or the state-run 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority.

“The fi rst step was try 
to get this in the public 
eye,” he said.

The Kickstarter page for 
Shinn’s bridge notes that 
some European companies 
built a similar structure 

in Africa for $38 million 10 
years ago. He said his proj-
ect on the East River, how-
ever, could come with a 
price tag of at least $100 mil-
lion, according to a  report .

But the cost for the tem-
porary span — which will 
be disassembled when L-
train service resumes — 
would be covered by a $1 
toll, he said, in addition to 
public fi nancing for its ini-
tial stages. 

Shinn — who said this 
journalist was “getting 
into the weeds” when he 
asked what other projects 
the real-estate executive 
has designed — said he 
fi rst considered the possi-
bility of a pontoon bridge 
eight months ago, but 
started concentrating on 
it in earnest more recently 
with the approaching  “L-
pocolypse.” 

“I’ve always loved de-

Buoyant span fl oated as transit fi x

ANOTHER WAY OVER THE RIVER: Out-of-state real-estate execu-
tive and former model Parker Shinn proposed creating a pontoon 
bridge across the East River ahead of the April 2019 L-train shut-
down, which he claimed would be the best way to shuttle the most 
straphangers between Brooklyn and the outer borough of Manhat-
tan. Parker Shinn

Pontoon bridge would pick up closed L train’s slack, model-turned-executive says

Continued on page 18
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Road
Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100
luhisummercamps.org

Wildlife Conservation Society 
Zoos and Aquarium Camps
From the school year to the summer, 
from toddlers to teens, Wildlife 
Conservation Society education 
programs offer something fun for 
everyone!
Visit wcs.org/parks/programs
or call 1-800-433-4149 for more
information.

Aviator Summer Camps
3159 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-7510,
aviatorsports.com

Mill Basin Day Camp
5945 Strickland Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-351-6200,
millbasindaycamp.com

Park Slope Day Camp
Multiple Locations
718-788-7732,
parkslopedaycamp.com

Aviator Summer Camps
3159 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-7510, aviatorsports.com

ArchBishop Molloy
83-53 Manton St., Briarwood NY 11435
718-441- 2100
memorial15.com, molloyhs.org 

Kew Forest School
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-268-4667 Ext. 108
kewforest.org/summer 

Christ the King
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379
718-366-7454
ctkny.org, ckkids@ctkny.org

Joe’s Music Center & 
Performing Arts, Inc
114-04 Farmers Blvd., St. Albans NY 11412
718-454-3036,  joemusiccenter.org
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publica

& TELL
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12
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Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940
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The School of American Ballet

Beauty of Ballet
A performance featuring faculty member Katrina Killian and advanced students from the School of American Ballet

SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 2018, AT 2:00 PM

for ages 4 and above the presents

 These programs are supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council and 
Council Members Daniel Garodnick, Stephen Levin, and Helen Rosenthal, and by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts.

School of American Ballet is the official school of New York City Ballet | www.sab.org

 Photos by Rosalie O’Connor; Stars and Stripes choreography by George Balanchine © The George Balanchine Trust

See excerpts from classical ballets and 
learn how talented young students train 

to become professional dancers!

Kumble Theater at LIU Brooklyn
One University Plaza, on Flatbush Ave.,

between DeKalb Ave. and Willoughby St.

FREE ADMISSION 
No tickets or reservations required
Seating is fi rst-come, fi rst-served

A T  L I N C O L N  C E N T E R

A FREE 

family 

program in 

Brookyln!

silly. If you really listen to 
it, even though we’re sing-
ing operatically, you realize 
it’s not serious at all.” 

The two-hour show fol-
lows Frederic, an extremely 
honorable apprentice to 
a band of soft-hearted pi-
rates, who falls in love with 
the daughter of the infa-
mously modern Major Gen-
eral Stanley. Mabel returns 
his affection, but Frederic 
must battle both her over-
protective father and his 
loyalty to the pirate band to 
secure her heart forever.  

The show will go on 
with minimal costumes 
and a bare stage, which 
puts the spotlight squarely 
on the songs. But Peacock 
said the added pressure is a 
privilege, since Frederic’s 
battle cries and love songs 
are well suited to his voice. 

“Vocally, it’s a very ful-
fi lling role for a tenor — 
there’s a lot of great rangey 
tenor notes, so it’s a lot of 
fun to sing,” he said. 

A nine-piece orches-
tra will accompany the 
25-member cast, who range 
in age from about 13 to 

70, according to producer 
Marla Gotay, who lives in 
Dyker Heights. The big-
voiced operatic style of the 
Gilbert and Sullivan pro-
duction may surprise lo-
cals expecting a more stan-
dard musical, said Gotay.

“It’s sung differently 
than other kinds of musi-
cal theater — it requires a 
different kind of talent and 
gives our community mem-
bers to hear a different 
style of singing,”  she said. 

And in addition to 
learning what an “oper-
etta” sounds like, audi-
ences will also contribute 
to a good cause: all ticket 

sale proceeds will benefi t 
the Betty Kash Scholar-
ship fund for graduating 
eighth-grade students, 
named after a late musi-
cal-loving member of the 
Narrows Community The-
ater. 

“The Pirates of Pen-
zance” presented by the 
Narrows Community The-
ater at St. Patrick’s School 
Auditorium (401 97th St. 
at Fourth Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, www.narrowscom-
munitytheater.com). March 
2–3 and 9–10 at 8 pm; March 
4 and 11 at 2 pm. $25 ($20 se-
niors and students under 
21; $15 kids under 12). 

THE HIGH C’S: Cast members of “Pirates of Penzance” rehearse 
for the upcoming production of the Gilbert and Sullivan opera at 
St. Patrick’s School in Bay Ridge.  Photo by Taylor Balkom

PIRATES
Continued from page 1 
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Protesters rallied outside 
the offi ce of Bay Ridge’s 
state senator on Feb. 26, 
calling for him to support 
the more-than-decade-old 
 Child Victims Act , which 
would extend the statute of 
limitations to allow for sur-
vivors of child sex abuse to 
come forward with their 
claims as adults. 

zOne of the survivors 
protesting at the Fifth Av-
enue offi ce of state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge) said Golden’s con-
tinued opposition to a bill 
combatting sexual abuse 
is particularly egregious 
on the heels of the national 
#MeToo movement. 

“As the rest of America 
continues to decry sexual 
abuse and harassment, 
Golden remains fi rmly 
planted on the wrong side 
of history, allowing hidden 
predators to continue in-
fl icting pain and damage 
on our communities,” said 
Steve Jimenez, a founding 
member of New Yorkers 
Against Hidden Predators, 
which organized the dem-
onstration. “The inaction 
of him and his Republican 
colleagues in the Senate is a 
disgrace, and New Yorkers 
are making it known they 
have had have enough.”

Current law prevents 
sex-abuse survivors from 

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED

RALLYING FOR RIGHTS: Child sex abuse survivor and founding member of New Yorkers Against Hid-
den Predators Steve Jamirez condemned state Sen. Marty Golden for opposing the Child Victims Act, 
especially in an era of heightened awareness around sexual abuse and harassment. 

Locals call on to Golden support state bill protecting sex crime victims
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.
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HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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pursuing civil cases after 
they turn 23, and accus-
ers in cases against public 
institutions have just 90 
days to begin fi ling a law-
suit.  The Child Victims 
Act would extend the stat-
ute of limitations to age 50 
in civil cases, and to age 28 
in criminal cases.

Last spring,  New York 
Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman called for state 
lawmakers to allow a fl oor 
vote on the legislation , point-
ing out that New York is one 
of only four states — along 
with Alabama, Georgia, and 
Mississippi — that restricts 
child sex abuse survivors 
from pursuing legal action 
via statutes of limitation. 

But  Golden said at the 
time he didn’t see an “im-
petus” to pass the bill last 
year . 

The bill is currently 
stalled in the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee and  still 
has no fl oor vote scheduled 
—  a fact protesters in Al-
bany decried the day the 
legislature returned from 
its mid-winter break on Feb. 
27, complaining that Sen-
ate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan wasn’t allowing 
the bill to come to the fl oor . 

But  Cuomo included it 
in his 2018 executive budget 
proposal  last month, and 
a recent  Quinnipiac poll 
shows that New York state 

voters overwhelmingly sup-
port it by 90–6 percent . 

Another founding mem-
ber of New Yorkers Against 
Hidden Predators said at 
the Monday protest that 
the state’s current child sex 
abuse laws prioritize and 
protect abusers over accus-
ers, and that the state Sen-
ate should bring the Child 
Victims Act to a vote. 

“The Child Victims Act 
will break the hidden cul-
ture of abuse that plagues 
our communities, while 
also giving victims their 
day in court,” said Marci 
Hamilton. “The state Sen-
ate should follow Gov. Cuo-
mo’s lead in embracing the 
importance of this bill and 
putting it up for a vote.”

Another survivor at the 
protest said that Golden 
and any other senator who 
stands in the way of the 
bill are ignoring survivors’ 
rights. 

“Any senator who re-
fuses to support the Child 
Victims Act has total disre-
gard for a victim’s right to 
seek justice,” said Kathryn 
Robb. “Survivors have been 
silenced for decades, but we 
have seen an unprecedented 
wave of support and encour-
agement in the past year 
that gives us hope this long 
overdue bill will be passed 
once and for all.” 

A spokesman for Golden 
pointed to legislation that 
the state senator has pre-
viously supported, includ-
ing bills to  restrict the def-
inition of statutory consent 
for sexual relations on col-
lege campuses , criminalize 
computer sex crimes, and 
prohibit registered sex of-
fenders from working with 
kids. He added that Golden 
wants to punish predators 
and support survivors, but 
implied that Golden does 
not think the Child Victims 
Act is the best way to do so.

“This is an important 
and serious issue, and the 
members of the New York 
State Senate, including 
Sen. Golden, are commit-
ted to doing even more to 
punish dangerous sexual 
predators and protect the 
children of New York,” said 
James McClelland. 
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000, www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461, (718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

M
AR

CH
 4

, 2
01

8
18

department said offi cials 
would review the letter. And 
reps from Speedway and 
the transportation agency 
met on Feb. 20 and are in 
the process of developing a 
joint-design plan, accord-
ing to a Speedway spokes-
woman, who did not re-
spond to a follow-up inquiry 
about whether or not there 
would be a chance for public 
comment on that plan.

Spatola and local par-
ents recently called com-
munity input after  they 
alleged the transportation 
agency was keeping them 
in the dark on its plans for 
the site . A spokeswoman 
from the Department of 
Transportation prom-
ised that the agency would 
share more updates and 
details after schools’ re-

opened on Feb. 26 following 
their midwinter recess. 

Neither Spatola nor the 
mayor’s offi ce returned 
calls for comment.

 Parents have slammed 
the city for punting the 
more-than-decade-old prob-
lem of the dangerous sta-
tion from one agency to the 
next.  The police department 
added additional plastic 
sidewalk barriers —  with 
taped-on fl iers reminding 
drivers to stay off the side-
walk  — towards the end of 
January, but  parents said 
the barriers are too fl imsy, 
and that they saw cars crash 
into and drag them . 

And Spatola insisted 
the city should add “school 
zone” signs in a two-block 
radius around the learn-
ing house, extend the cross-
ing guard’s hours from 3:30 
to 6:30 pm to accommodate 
students in after-school 
programs, and add a sec-

ond crossing guard on 31st 
Street.

The parent who led the 
charge drawing attention 
to the station’s problems 
said she is eagerly await-
ing the mayor’s response 
and glad that local pols are 
stepping up, but added that 
she hopes the problem-solv-
ers would keep the parents 
who initially pushed for 
change up-to-date. 

“I’m encouraged by 
all of the local elected of-
fi cials who are working 
to solve this life-or-death 
crisis,” said Arsenia Reil-
ly-Collins, who started an 
 online petition  calling for 
temporary solutions and a 
meeting with the transpor-
tation department, which 
has garnered more than 
400 signatures. “I just wish 
that the parents were kept 
in the loop as partners. We 
feel shut out from the pro-
cess.”

Now everything will be 
brand new.”

The construction is part 
of a $923 million Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency aid commitment 
that was fi rst announced 
back in 2014. The funds 
will go to constructing a 
new critical services build-
ing that will house a brand 
new emergency depart-
ment, as well as X-ray, com-
puterized axial tomogra-
phy, magnetic-resonance 
imaging, pharmacy, and 
lab services. The money 
also reimburses Coney Is-
land Hospital for repairs 
it made after the storm, 
which  heavily damaged its 
facilities . The grant will 
also fund a massive, 1,720-
foot fl ood wall surround-
ing the hospital campus to 
protect it from future su-
perstorms.

The new tower will 
be 10 stories and 206 feet 
tall,  according to the De-
partment of Buildings . 
The actual work on the 
building is slated to be-
gin in late 2018, according 
to a spokesman for NYC 
Health + Hospitals.

Coney Island Hospital 
has been making a series 
of changes since early 2017. 
At that time, the hospital 
started a  complete revamp 
of its emergency care pro-
tocols  — reducing the wait 
time with a new triage sys-
tem, expanding their night 
and weekend hours, and 
equipping their staff with 
iPads and other new tech-
nology.

Scavo said that although 
she welcomes the new 
emergency department, 
she’d like to see the hospital 
become a trauma center, so 
people don’t need to travel 
to hospitals elsewhere in 
the borough for severe inju-
ries sustained in major car 

crashes, fi res and the like. 
Christopher D. Greif, 

who advocates for the dis-
abled in Southern Brook-
lyn, said he agrees on the 
need for a trauma center 
there.

“There are a lot of pa-
tients on Coney Island, 
Sheepshead Bay,” he said. 
“It would be easier to get 
there faster.”

The new building will 
be the latest tall structure 
to go up in the area, and not 
everyone is happy about it. 

Martin Gangursky, 
from Brighton Beach, said 
he is a fan of the hospital, 
where he has been a patient 
before, but opposes the new 
building and all structures 
of that height going up, 
complaining that such  tow-
ers block the sunshine  in 
the formerly low-rise neigh-
borhood.

“Many people come here 
because of the sun,” he said. 
“We got enough big build-
ings as is.”

HOSPITAL

Continued from page 2 

MAYOR

signing and building things, 
and New York City is my fa-
vorite city in the world,” said 
Shinn, who once modeled 
for companies including un-
derwear-maker Me Undies 
and formalwear retailer 
Suit Supply. “I was think-

ing about all the people and 
businesses that would be 
affected by the shutdown. I 
think this bridge absolutely 
is going to be feasible. My 
hope is that it would help a 
lot of people.”

And Shinn isn’t the only 
person to fl oat unconven-
tional alternative-transpor-
tation solutions for strap-
hangers who will soon be 

booted from the L train. Last 
year, some transit-minded 
locals renewed their push 
to create an aerial gondola 
connecting Brooklyn and 
Manhattan called the  East 
River Skyway  after the pro-
posal received support from 
pols including Williams-
burg’s Councilman Stephen 
Levin and Assemblyman 
Joseph Lentol.

BRIDGE
Continued from page 12

Continued from page 1 
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

The event will feature
informa tional seminars and more than 50 
vendor booths showcasing a variety of 
facilities, products and services such as 
assisted living, home care, pooled trusts, legal 
advice, insurance options, adult day care, 
audiology, elder care options, community 
wellness initiatives, and more.
Preventative Cardiovascular Testing Available

Sunday, March 11th

9:30am – 2pm
New Larger Location!
QUEENS COLLEGE
FITZGERALD GYM
Reeves Ave. Entrance at 153rd St., Flushing, NY 11367
(Just south of the LIE between Main St.Exit 23 and Kissena Blvd. Exit 24)
For GPS directions enter 153rd St. and Reeves Ave., Queens, NY

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE Parking
FREE Lunch
if you register by March 8th

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2018

9:45 am
What to do now to protect your 
family’s assets later

10:30 am
Understanding managed 
long term care 

11:15 am
Preventing elder care fraud

12:00 pm
Estate Planning and the benefi ts 
and pitfalls of probate

12:45 pm 
Closing the NYC mobility gap

1:30 pm 
Taking charge: Know your 
healthcare options and how to 
access them at every stage of life

Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

Seminars will fi ll up. Reserve your spots now at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

S P O N S O R S
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