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BY ADAM LUCENTE
An 8-year-old girl was shot in 
the head when a man fi red a 
gun during an argument in 
Canarsie on Feb. 26, according 
to police.

Police said they received 
the 911 call from the corner of 
E. 83rd Street and Flatlands 
Avenue around 6:20 pm about 
a dispute involving gunfi re.

“Offi cers responded to a dis-
pute and found her with a gun-
shot wound to the head,” a po-
lice spokeswoman said. “She 
was conscious and alert.” 

The girl was rushed to 
Brookdale Hospital in sta-
ble condition, and her inju-
ries were not considered life-
threatening, police said.

“She’s expected to survive,” 
said a police spokesman.

The shooting occurred 
while the van the girl was rid-
ing in was stopped at a red 
light. A group of men were 
having an argument nearby, 
and one of them fi red a gun, 
according to police. The girl 
was not involved in the fi ght, 
and appears to have been hit 
by a ricochet, police said. 

BY ADAM LUCENTE
Months after  straphang-
ers begged the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority to 
install an elevator at the Broad-
way Junction subway station , 
the Authority announced a 
plan — to install more stairs.

The transit agency on Feb. 
21 unveiled its plan to build two 
new stairways at the Broad-
way Junction hub in Cypress 
Hills just outside Bushwick 
to accommodate an expected 
surge in displaced L-train 
commuters when offi cials cut 
that line off from Manhattan 
by closing its underwater Ca-
narsie Tunnel, and some com-
muters are as skeptical as they 
are disappointed.

“I don’t know where they’re 
gonna put them. And what 
about handicap accessibil-
ity?” said Canarsie resident 
Michael Ien. “Come on. It’s not 
feasible to me.”

A Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority offi cial told  the 
Community Board 18 meeting  
attendees that the new stair-
ways will be needed at Broad-
way Junction to handle those 
Canarsie straphangers trans-
ferring from the truncated L 

Girl shot 
in head at 
Canarsie 
stoplight

B’way Junction 
to get two new 
stairs ahead of 
L-train closure

A FEW STEPS 
FORWARD

Pure Purim
Rochelle Zabarko, 9, and Nicole Manashirova, 9, dressed in costume for the Shorefront Y Jewish com-
munity center’s Purim Carnival on Feb. 25 in Brighton Beach. For more on the fun, see page 6. 
 Photo by Caroline Ourso 

Continued on page 12Continued on page 12
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THE AFTERMATH: An 8-year-old 
girl was hit by a stray bullet while 
riding in a van on E. 83rd Street 
near Flatlands Avenue on Feb. 26.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Local residents and pols 
blasted the top brass at Coney 
Island eatery Gargiulo’s for an-
nouncing plans to host a fund-
raiser for the National Rifl e 
Association just two weeks af-
ter the deadly school shooting 
that killed 17 people at Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Fla.

The restaurant has agreed 
to host the  Brooklyn Friends 
of the National Rifl e Associa-
tion’s second-annual fund-
raiser  on April 12— includ-
ing a raffl e giving away guns 
— a move that riled locals and 
prompted an array of pols to 
issue a statement condemning 
the event.

“At a time when our coun-
try is mourning the loss of 17 
lives in a mass shooting, it is 
profoundly disappointing that 
a storied Coney Island insti-
tution, with a long history of 
being a strong civic and com-
munity partner, is choosing 
to host a National Rifl e Asso-
ciation fund-raising event that 
includes raffl e giveaways of 
guns,” said Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island), 
Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D–Ma-
rine Park), Public Advocate 
Letitia James, Comptroller 
Scott Stringer, and state Sen. 
Diane Savino (D–Coney Is-
land) in a joint statement. 

The pols pointed out that 
hosting an event promoting 
fi rearms in Coney Island was 
 particularly insulting to a 
neighborhood  that has  long 
struggled with gun violence .

“Bringing an event like 
this to Coney Island is an af-
front to all of the hard work 
that our community has done 
to address gun violence in our 
neighborhood,” they wrote. 

The gun giveaway will fea-
ture a shotgun, two pistols, 
and two rifl es — among other 
prizes — up for grabs for at-
tendees who enter a $50-per-
ticket raffl e and bid in an auc-

tion. Other guns and fi rearms 
merch are also on offer for 
individuals or organizations 
who sponsor the event with 
donations from $300 for “Lib-
erty level” to $5,000 for “Pa-
triot level.” 

Borough President Adams 
said in a statement that raf-
fl ing off guns was irresponsi-
ble, and that the eatery own-
ers should instead focus on 
bolstering the voices and con-
cerns of locals who support 
reasonable gun reform, add-
ing that he has faith borough 
youngsters will follow in the 
footsteps of the Parkland teens 
calling for change.

“There are far more friends 
of gun reform in Brooklyn, in-
cluding responsible gun own-

ers like me, than friends of 
the NRA who think it’s re-
sponsible to raffl e off rifl es at 
a fund-raiser,” Adams said. 
“Students from Park Slope 
to Parkland are leading a na-
tional movement demanding 
action to save lives amid our 
gun-violence epidemic, and I 
believe our borough’s young 
people will have plenty to say 
about this event happening in 
our own backyard.”

The Brooklyn Friends of 
the National Rifl e Association 
held two events in the borough 
last year,  according to the New 
York Post  — one at Gargiulo’s 
and one on a Sheepshead Bay 
party boat. 

Locals have  blasted the 
eatery on social media , with 

some promising they will 
boycott the restaurant if it 
goes through with hosting 
the event. And the pols said 
in their statement that Gargi-
ulo’s owners should heed the 
calls to nix the event.  

“There is no room in Coney 
Island or our city for events 
like this,” they said. “We urge 
Gargiulo’s to expeditiously 
cancel this event.”

A rep for Gargiulo’s said 
the eatery had no comment, 
and the National Rifl e Associ-
ation did not respond to a call 
for comment by press time.
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By Julianne McShane

It is, it is a glorious thing to hear a 
pirate sing!

A band of scurvy scalawags will sail 
into St. Patrick’s school in Bay Ridge this 
weekend for the first of six tuneful perfor-
mances of “The Pirates of Penzance,” from 
the Narrows Community Theater. The clas-
sic comic operetta, which opens on March 
2, may have lost some of its satirical punch 
since it premiered in 1879, but its greatly 
to its credit that its clever lyrics and ever-
green jokes about romance can still make 
audiences laugh, said the actor who plays 
protagonist Frederic. 

“A lot of it is satire — it was very topi-
cal during the time that it was written, and 

it’s like any sort of political farce today,” 
said Midwood resident Chazmond Peacock. 
“The lyrics are very silly. If you really listen 
to it, even though we’re singing operati-
cally, you realize it’s not serious at all.” 

The two-hour show follows Frederic, an 
extremely honorable apprentice to a band of 
soft-hearted pirates, who falls in love with 
the daughter of the infamously modern 
Major General Stanley. She returns his 
affection, but Frederic must battle both her 
overprotective father and his loyalty to the 
pirate band to secure her heart forever. 

The show will go on with minimal cos-
tumes and a bare stage, which puts the spot-
light squarely on the songs. But Peacock 
said the added pressure is a privilege, since 

Frederic’s battle cries and love songs are 
well suited to his voice. 

“Vocally, it’s a very fulfilling role for a 
tenor — there’s a lot of great rangey tenor 
notes, so it’s a lot of fun to sing,” he said. 

A nine-piece orchestra will accompany 
the 25-member cast, who range in age 
from about 13 to 70, according to pro-
ducer Marla Gotay, who lives in Dyker 
Heights. The big-voiced operatic style of 
the Gilbert and Sullivan production may 
surprise locals expecting a more standard 
musical, said Gotay.

“It’s sung differently than other kinds 
of musical theater — it requires a different 
kind of talent and gives our community 
members to hear a different style of sing-

ing,” she said. 
And in addition to learning what an 

“operetta” sounds like, audiences will 
also contribute to a good cause: all ticket 
sale proceeds will benefit the Betty Kash 
Scholarship fund for graduating eighth-
grade students, named after a late musical-
loving member of the Narrows Community 
Theater. 

“The Pirates of Penzance” presented 
by the Narrows Community Theater at St. 
Patrick’s School Auditorium (401 97th St. 
at Fourth Avenue in Bay Ridge, www.nar-
rowscommunitytheater.com). March 2–3 
and 9–10 at 8 pm; March 4 and 11 at 2 pm. 
$25 ($20 seniors and students under 21; $15 
kids under 12). 

‘Pirates of Penzance’ lands in Bay Ridge 

Songs of the sea

The high C’s: Cast members of “The 
Pirates of Penzance” rehearse for the 
upcoming production of the Gilbert and 
Sullivan opera at St. Patrick’s School in 
Bay Ridge. Photo by Taylor Balkom

BAD TASTE: (Above) With emotions still raw in the wake of the Feb. 14 
mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida, 
many Brooklynites were outraged by news that borough staple Gargiu-
lo’s restaurant (right) would be hosting a fund-raiser and gun-giveaway 
raffl e for the Brooklyn Friends of the National Rifl e Association in April. 

SHELL SHOCKER
Gargiulo’s faces backlash over hosting NRA fund-raiser after mass shooting
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Protesters rallied outside the 
offi ce of Bay Ridge’s state sena-
tor on Feb. 26, calling for him 
to support the more-than-de-
cade-old  Child Victims Act , 
which would extend the stat-
ute of limitations to allow for 
survivors of child sex abuse 
to come forward with their 
claims as adults. 

One of the survivors pro-
testing at the Fifth Avenue of-
fi ce of state Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge) said Golden’s 
continued opposition to a bill 
combatting sexual abuse is 
particularly egregious on the 
heels of the national #MeToo 
movement. 

“As the rest of America con-
tinues to decry sexual abuse 
and harassment, Golden re-
mains fi rmly planted on the 
wrong side of history, allowing 
hidden predators to continue 
infl icting pain and damage on 
our communities,” said Steve 
Jimenez, a founding member 
of New Yorkers Against Hid-
den Predators, which orga-
nized the demonstration. “The 
inaction of him and his Repub-
lican colleagues in the Senate 
is a disgrace, and New York-
ers are making it known they 
have had have enough.”

Current law prevents sex-
abuse survivors from pur-
suing civil cases after they 
turn 23, and accusers in cases 
against public institutions 
have just 90 days to begin fi l-
ing a lawsuit.  The Child Vic-
tims Act would extend the 
statute of limitations to age 50 
in civil cases, and to age 28 in 
criminal cases.

Last spring,  New York At-
torney General Eric Schnei-

derman called for state law-
makers to allow a fl oor vote on 
the legislation , pointing out 
that New York is one of only 
four states — along with Ala-
bama, Georgia, and Missis-
sippi — that restricts child sex 
abuse survivors from pursu-
ing legal action via statutes of 
limitation. 

But  Golden said at the time 
he didn’t see an “impetus” to 
pass the bill last year . 

The bill is currently stalled 
in the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee and  still has no fl oor 
vote scheduled —  a fact pro-
testers in Albany decried the 
day the legislature returned 
from its mid-winter break 
on Feb. 27, complaining that 
Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan wasn’t allowing the 
bill to come to the fl oor . 

But  Cuomo included it in 
his 2018 executive budget pro-
posal  last month, and a recent 
 Quinnipiac poll shows that 
New York state voters over-
whelmingly support it by 90–6 
percent . 

Another founding mem-
ber of New Yorkers Against 
Hidden Predators said at 
the Monday protest that 
the state’s current child sex 
abuse laws prioritize and 
protect abusers over accus-
ers, and that the state Senate 
should bring the Child Vic-
tims Act to a vote. 

“The Child Victims Act 
will break the hidden culture 
of abuse that plagues our com-
munities, while also giving 
victims their day in court,” 
said Marci Hamilton. “The 
state Senate should follow 
Gov. Cuomo’s lead in embrac-
ing the importance of this bill 

and putting it up for a vote.”
Another survivor at the 

protest said that Golden and 
any other senator who stands 
in the way of the bill are ignor-
ing survivors’ rights. 

“Any senator who refuses 
to support the Child Victims 
Act has total disregard for a 
victim’s right to seek justice,” 
said Kathryn Robb. “Survi-
vors have been silenced for de-
cades, but we have seen an un-
precedented wave of support 
and encouragement in the 
past year that gives us hope 
this long overdue bill will be 
passed once and for all.” 

A spokesman for Golden 
pointed to legislation that 
the state senator has previ-
ously supported, including 
bills to  restrict the defi nition 
of statutory consent for sex-
ual relations on college cam-
puses , criminalize computer 
sex crimes, and prohibit reg-
istered sex offenders from 
working with kids. He added 
that Golden wants to punish 
predators and support survi-
vors, but implied that Golden 
does not think the Child Vic-
tims Act is the best way to do 
so.

“This is an important and 
serious issue, and the mem-
bers of the New York State 
Senate, including Sen. Golden, 
are committed to doing even 
more to punish dangerous sex-
ual predators and protect the 
children of New York,” said 
James McClelland. “Everyone 
agrees that everything should 
be done to help those who have 
been sexually abused transi-
tion from being a victim to be-
coming a survivor. The ques-
tion is how best to do that.” 

RALLYING FOR RIGHTS: Child sex abuse survivor and founding member of New Yorkers Against Hidden Preda-
tors Steve Jamirez condemned state Sen. Marty Golden for opposing the Child Victims Act, especially in an era 
of heightened awareness around sexual abuse and harassment.  New Yorkers Against Hidden Predators 

Police say shots fi red at 
famous Italian eatery

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Someone opened fi re outside 
 a famed Court Street Italian 
eatery  known for its  alleged 
ties to the Mafi a  early on the 
morning of Feb. 25, 
according to authori-
ties, who are investi-
gating the incident.

The lout pumped 
three bullets into 
the facade of Marco 
Polo Ristorante, its 
co-owner said, but 
the shots did not 
faze staff of the red-
sauce staple, which 
welcomed patrons to 
its dining room later 
that day.

“Just three shots 
hit the window, two 
ricocheted off the 
ground,” said Marco 
Chirico. “Not a lot of 
damage at all.”

Cops, however, 
found 10 shells across the 
street from the eatery, where 
they said the nogoodnik fi red 
from around 6 am, along with 
several bullet fragments. 
And Marco Polo seemed to 
be the gunman’s only target, 
according to a police spokes-
man.

“No other establishments 
were fi red upon,” said Ser-
geant Jones. 

But Chirico — whose fa-
ther, Joseph Chirico,  pleaded 
guilty in 2008 to launder-
ing money  for the notorious 
Gambino family decades af-
ter he opened the neighbor-

hood institution between 
Union and President streets 
in 1983 — said rumors alleg-
ing the Mafi a was involved 
in the incident are a bunch of 

bolognese, because the bul-
lets also hit a parked car and 
Carroll Gardens is not new to 
crime or gunfi re.

“None of that’s true,” he 
said. “It had nothing to do 
with us. A couple shootings 
happened around this neigh-
borhood, and big robberies 
where people got shot.”

The investigation is on-
going, according to authori-
ties, who said they have yet 
to determine a motive or 
make any arrests, and that 
they suspect a man wearing 
a black hooded jacket may 
have fi red the bullets.

Locals call on Golden to support bill 
protecting victims of child sex crimes

BULLET HOLE: Someone fi red bullets at 
Marco Polo Ristorante on Sunday morning, 
some of which hit the eatery’s facade. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman 

CRIME BITES: Cops are investigating after a snake fi red bullets out-
side at Marco Polo Ristorante on Sunday morning, some of which hit 
the eatery’s facade. Photo by Jason Speakman 

Bullet brunch
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!
If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 

selling or appraisal contact our expert: 
at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$A
VE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2017.

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The city must do more to protect Sun-
set Park kids who walk by a danger-
ous Fourth Avenue gas station to get to 
school, and change has to come from 
the top, say local pols.

Mayor DeBlasio must force the De-
partment of Transportation to take 
immediate steps to make the treach-
erous station between 30th and 31st 
streets — a block from an elementary 
school — safer for residents of all ages, 
according to a joint letter elected offi -
cials sent the mayor on Feb. 21. 

State Sen. Jesse Hamilton (D-
Crown Heights), Assemblyman Felix 
Ortiz (D–Sunset Park), Rep. Nydia 
Velazquez (D–Sunset Park), Borough 
President Adams, and Councilman 
Carlos Menchaca (D–Sunset Park) 
wrote that the fl imsy, temporary plas-
tic barriers and signs that the police 
and transit agency installed on the 
unmarked pavement in response to 
complaints do not do enough to pro-
tect kids’ lives in the long-term, and 
that the city must keep locals involved 
in making the Speedway gas station 
safer. 

“The children in our community 
have endured potentially dangerous 
street crossings for many years due 
to the gas station’s location and road 
infrastructure,” the electeds wrote. 
“That is why we further request that 
any redesign incorporate the com-
munity’s perspectives on new safety 
measures — this would ensure that so-

lutions moving forward are both inclu-
sive and consistent with the communi-
ty’s needs.” 

The pols complained that several 
factors — including erratic drivers 
who swerve off the busy avenue to 
reach the fuel bays, parking regula-
tions that cause blind spots, and PS 
172’s location only a block away — all 
create a hazard for pedestrians who 
traverse the block every day.

The transportation agency’s School 
Safety Division must add more safety 
signs, permanent bollards, or sturdy 
barriers to protect the nabe’s kids 
as they walk to school, the offi cials 

NOT ENOUGH: The city’s response to locals’ worries about patrons of this Fourth Avenue 
gas station driving on the sidewalk was to place fl imsy, plastic barriers fl anking the en-
trances — which neighborhood parents say are regularly ignored and knocked over. 
 Community News Group / Julianne McShane

REMINDER: The police department’s solu-
tion was to tape signs to the plastic barriers 
reminding drivers that they’re not supposed 
to drive on the sidewalk. 
 Community News Group / Julianne McShane

CITY HALT!
Mayor must make ‘death trap’ 

gas station safer, local pols say

Continued on page 23
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M E N T I O N  “C N G”
E X P I R E S  3 / 1 5 / 2 0 1 8

AviatorCamps.com • (718) 758-7510

Camps@AviatorSports.com

Save up to $200 on Aviator Summer Day Camps

with extended early bird!

Save up to $200 on Aviator Summer Day Camps

with extended early bird!

Featuring four distinct camp 
groups, five rotating daily 

activities, fun and educational 
weekly field trips, hot lunch and 

snack, early drop off, late pick up 
and bus service available.

The experience of a sleepaway 
camp without sleeping over!

EBT

Orange Juice

Mangoes

String Beans

Tomatoes
On-The-Vine

Asparagus

Blueberries

22 44$$forfor

Florida Strawberries

$$119119
lb.lb.

Bartlett Pears

Roasted
Pistachios

5959¢¢22 33$$

forfor

44forfor

$$55 $$129129
lb.lb.

7979¢¢
lb.lb.

K

Cantaloupes Celery

$$299299

$$549549
lb.lb.

SPECIAL!

GREAT DEAL!

ORGANIC

ORGANIC

$$299299

$$199199
ea.ea.

lb.lb.

¢¢6969

Beef FranksAmerican CheeseImported
Swiss Cheese

Yogurt

2/28 7AM -3/05 7PM
SALE STARTS 01 0228 03 04 05

D

$$499499
lb.lb.

44forfor

$$22 $$299299 $$299299
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 Check us out at WWW.ditmasrehab.com

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:
Offi ce Reps
Offi ce Supervisors 
Marketing
HR Director

Professional:
Nursing Supervisors
General RNs
 Pediatric RNs
Unit Managers

BY ADAM LUCENTE
These kids have a passion for 
Purim!

Costume-clad kids sang, 
danced, and shook ceremonial 
toys at the Purim Carnival 
at the Shorefront Y in Brigh-
ton Beach on Feb. 25. The cel-
ebration of the Jewish holiday, 
which commemorates the sur-
vival of Jews in ancient Persia, 
was open to anyone young or 
old who wanted to partake in 
the joyous festivities, accord-
ing to the Jewish community 
center’s marketing director.

“It’s a fun Jewish holiday,” 
said Ilona Lyubashevsky. 
“We invite the whole commu-
nity and make it free for all to 
join.”

Around 200 people came 
out to the carnival this year, 
which is a bigger turnout than 
usual for the annual event, ac-
cording to Lyubashevsky.

“It was a great turnout,” 
she said. “Everyone had a 
good time.”

The Shorefront Y seeks to 
not only entertain, but educate 
the children on Purim’s his-

tory with the fun and games. 
Purim celebrates the fail-

ure of Haman, a wicked ad-
viser to the King of Persia, to 
kill all the Jews in the king-
dom. His sinister plot was ul-
timately foiled by the Jewish 
Queen of Persia, Esther, and 
her cousin Mordecai, accord-
ing to the biblical book of Es-
ther, which is often referred 
to on Purim as the “megillah” 
a word derived from Hebrew 
meaning “scroll.” 

The children used tradi-

Kids celebrate Purim at Shorefront Y

FUN FOR ALL: (Above) Gabriella Kushnir, 6, sings for the crowd at the 
Shorefront Y Jewish community center’s Purim Carnival on Feb. 25 in 
Brighton Beach. (Center) Jonathan Hod, 4, gets his face painted during 
the carnival. (Left) Gabriel Brekman, 3, plays ring toss. 
 Photos by Caroline OursoContinued on page 23
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Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 

400,000 back surgeries every year. Annually, 
neurosurgeons perform at least 100,000 opera-
tions for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is 
estimated that between 20% and 40% of these 
operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate 
the DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is 
saving thousands of Americans suffering from 
chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 

works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice 
an unexpected result of space travel: Astronauts 
that left with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 
what they found: During the anti-gravity state of 
the mission there were decompressive forces 
on the intervertebral discs and back pain was 
relieved. How? When you travel through space, 
the effects of gravity are removed and you are in 
a weightless state. All the pressure is taken off 
your spine and discs. Even better — and this is 
the key — a negative pressure is created. This 
negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 
material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation 
sufferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, sci-
atica, herniated and/or bulging discs (single or 
multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet syn-
dromes and a relapse or failure following back 
surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up 
an appointment for a free consultation call Dr. 
Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn 
Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New 
York 11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM

B Q B4, B36, B49 
buses

Offi ces are easily accessible by:

municipal parking lot available.

Injured in an Accident?
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63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Jacket-handler
Someone lifted a man’s jacket 

and wallet at a Flatbush Avenue 
care center on Feb. 19.

The man told police that he was 
at the center near Avenue R around 
8:24 am when he left his jacket, with 
his wallet in the pocket, unattended 
for two minutes, and discovered it 
missing when he came back. Cops 
reviewed footage and saw that a 
bandit took the jacket and walked to 
a fast-food restaurant next door. 

The restaurant manager told 
cops that the crook is a known pan-
handler, according to the report. Of-
fi cers recovered the wallet, but an 
unknown amount of cash was miss-
ing, the report noted.

Fake check
A fraudster used an E. 59th Street 

teen’s bank account to cash a fake 
check in January, the teen reported 
to police on Feb. 19.

The 18-year-old told cops that in 
January, he lost his wallet in front 
of his home near Ralph Avenue, and 
recently discovered that someone 
used his checkbook to write a check 
for more than $3,000, said cops.

Plain-sight steal
A sneak thief stole an estimated 

$70,000 worth of jewelry and cash 
from a car parked on Royce Street 
sometime overnight on Feb. 19.

The victim told offi cers that she 
parked her vehicle near Avenue T 
around 3:30 pm, and accidentally 
left it unlocked, with her wallet in 
plain sight in her car’s front passen-
ger seat.

The billfold contained three 
credit cards, an unknown amount 
of cash, and a diamond ring, accord-
ing to cops. Police say the crook also 
used one of the victim’s credit cards. 
 — Alexandra Simon

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Watch out
A burglar ransacked a 65th 

Street apartment on Feb. 21 and 
stole a gold necklace, three chains, 
two bracelets, a watch, a backpack, 
and a safe.

The man told police he left his 
home near 10th Avenue at about 8 
pm and found both bedrooms ran-
sacked when he returned. The in-
truder entered through a rear bed-
room window that was left open, 
cops noted.

Better check again
A thief stole a check from a Bay 

Ridge Avenue mailbox on Feb. 23.
The woman who wrote the $924 

insurance check told police she 
dropped it in a Third Avenue mail-
box shortly before 11:45 am and 
that a crook soon after altered and 
cashed it for $1,200.  

Positive ID
Police arrested a man who they 

say shoved a woman to the ground 
on Ovington Avenue on Feb. 23, 
causing minor injuries, before steal-
ing her purse and fl eeing on foot.

The suspect caused the woman 
injuries to her head and lip when he 
pushed her to the ground between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues at around 
4:15 am, according to the police re-
port. He then grabbed her bag and 
fl ed on Ovington Avenue towards 
Sixth Avenue, offi cials said. 

The victim later identifi ed him 
when police showed her his identifi -
cation card, which they recovered at 
the scene, according to the report.

— Julianne McShane

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Brass knuckled
A good-for-nothing hit a man 

with brass knuckles on W. 24th 
Street on Feb. 21. 

The 22-year-old victim said he 
was near Neptune Avenue at 3:30 pm 
when the man struck him several 
times in the face with the weapon, 
cutting his face. The victim told 
cops he knows the man, who simply 
walked up to him and attacked.

Police said the victim went to Co-
ney Island Hospital for treatment.

Stolen car
A baddie stole a man’s car on 

Ocean Parkway on Feb. 24. 
The 61-year-old victim said he 

parked his 2011 Toyota Sienna with 
a New York State plate near Nep-
tune Avenue at 9 pm, but when he 
returned later that evening, some-
one had taken his car.

Cops said there are no records of 
the car being towed, nor are there 
any tickets for the vehicle.

Nappers beware
Thieves swiped snoozing strap-

hangers’ belongings in two separate 
incidents aboard Brooklyn-bound 
trains on Feb. 23:

• A punk stole a phone and a wal-
let off a sleeping drunk man on a 
Coney Island-bound N train. The 
thief used the credit card twice at a 

fast food chain on Eastern Parkway, 
and once at a store on Utica Avenue, 
cops said.

• A bum stole a man’s wallet on 
a Coney Island-bound Q train the 
same day. He said the wallet had 
a credit card in it and the bag con-
tained clothes.

Police said someone made an un-
authorized purchase of a taxi ride 
on the credit card.

Car break-ins
Snakes broke into two cars 

parked on Brighton Beach Avenue 
on Feb. 21:

• Someone smashed the window 
of a car parked near Brighton 15th 
Street sometime after 5:30 pm and 
stole three credit cards and two 
debit cards, authorities reported.

• A thief smashed a window of an-
other car also parked near Brigh-
ton 15th Street, sometime overnight 
after 10 pm, cops said. He got away 
with a Mac laptop and Tom Ford 
sunglasses. — Adam Lucente

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Choke hold-up
A pair of goons choked a man 

and stole $180 from him on 25th Av-
enue on Feb. 20, police said.

Cops say the duo approached 
the man from behind at 85th Street 
just before 11 am, and one began to 
choke him while the other grabbed 
the cash from the man’s pocket. The 
pair then fl ed on foot, on 85th Street 
towards Stillwell Avenue, police 
said.

Unwelcome guest
A thief ransacked a Benson Ave-

nue home and stole $90 and a Louis 
Vuitton bag on Feb. 23.

The crook broke into the home 
between Bay 40th and Bay 41st 
streets through a rear bedroom 
window at some point between 5:30 
pm and 7 pm, according to police. 
The homeowner was napping down-
stairs, and told police he had heard 
footsteps but thought they were his 
daughter’s.

Musical chairs
A feng shui enthusiast broke into 

a 21st Avenue home through a bed-
room window on Feb. 24 and moved 
around the homeowners’ furniture 
and belongings before bolting.

The intruder entered the home 
between Benson and Bath avenues 

at around 4 pm, police said, and 
nothing was reported missing. 

72ND PRECINCT 
SUNSET PARK–WINDSOR TERRACE

What a tool 
A burglar broke into the base-

ment of a Fourth Avenue home on 
Feb. 22 and stole an assortment of 
tools. 

The thief pried open two doors at 
the home near 19th Street between 
8:20 and 8:30 am, using a tool, then 
also broke through the basement 
door. He fl ed in an unknown direc-
tion, according to the report. 

Soda pop
A low-life threw a soda can at a 

woman issuing him a summons on 
Fifth Avenue on Feb. 23, causing 
redness and bruising. 

The assault occurred between 
52nd and 53rd streets around 3:20 
pm, when the perp threw the can 
from his 2008 Mercedes Benz. 

Dangerous duo 
A pair of louts assaulted a man 

and stole his wallet with $160 inside 
on 45th Street on Feb. 24. 

The pair approached the man be-
tween Second and Third avenues 
from behind at some point between 
8:20 and 8:30 am, when they punched 
him in the head, kicked him in the 
back, and took the wallet from his 
back left pocket. 

They fl ed on foot on 45th Street 
towards Third Avenue, according 
to the report.     — Julianne McShane

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Bodega stick-up
Two brutes robbed a McDonald 

Avenue bodega at gunpoint on Feb. 
19, stealing cash, condoms, and 
more, before then robbing two other 
people.

Cops say the pair entered the 
store near Avenue U around 4 am, 
with one of them walking up to the 
counter while pointing a black and 
silver gun at the cashier. The sec-
ond man then tied up the two em-
ployees in the store, emptied the 
cash register, and also took ciga-
rettes, Advil, and condoms, police 
said.

An unlucky passerby knocked 
on the front door of the store, and 
the gunman dragged them into the 
store and took their cellphone and 
wallet, the police report stated. The 
two thieves next robbed a woman 
outside the store by pushing her 
up against the building, taking her 
cellphone and money, police said.

The men then tried to get on a 
bus, but ultimately split up, cops 
said.  — Adam Lucente
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The Be Proud Foundation 
is a not-for-profit organization 
that works with families and 
the community to promote ac-
ceptance and understanding 
throughout the borough.  

On Feb. 15 and 16, it held 
two assemblies on drug pre-
vention for middle school stu-
dents at the Big Apple Acad-
emy in Bensonhurst, where 
Mr. Vlad Gorny is principal. 

Law enforcement officials 
were invited to participate so 
that they could share their ex-
pertise. Among those in atten-
dance included Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Karen Valliere, 
criminal lawyer Philip Gurev-
ich, and Sergeant Anthony 
Caggiano of the 1 Police Plaza 
Community Affairs Office.  

This is the fourth time the 
school has hosted a seminar 
on drug prevention, in part-
nership with the Be Proud 
Foundation. 

“We have to unite against 
our greatest enemy — drugs,” 
said Mr. Gorny. “It has shat-
tered dreams, families, and 
far too many lives.”

The assembly opened with 
a moment of silence dedicated 
to students and teachers who 
lost their lives during the lat-
est Florida school shooting. 
About 400 students lowered 
their heads silently to re-
spectfully show their sorrow. 
Gorny emphasized that we 
all have to work hard to make 
our community safe. Drug 
prevention is certainly one 
way to start.

The guest speakers shared 
real-life stories of ways abuse 
can start. Sometimes it is 
peer-pressure, and the desire 
“to be cool.” But it can also in-
clude finding and trying pre-
scription drugs that are in the 
house. They pointed out that 
drug abuse is indiscriminate 
in nature, and happens in 
households at every income 
level. The speakers stressed 
that drug abuse is not only 
dangerous to one’s health, 
but it is also against the law. 
Sergeant Caggiano and At-
torney Gurevich shared an-
ecdotes that revealed the con-
sequences involved for those 
who travel down that path.

Students listened atten-
tively during the presenta-
tion and asked questions. As 
the topic of drug prevention 
is one that Be Proud’s founder 
and executive director, Raisa 
Chernina, has brought out in 

the open for years now, she 
noted that this attentiveness 
is something she witnesses at 
every assembly. She is often 
amazed at the questions that 
are posed. 

Mr. Gorny said these as-
semblies provide much-needed 
information to students. 

“Shielding teenagers from 
this sort of conversation is not 
doing any good to the children, 
or the community in general. 

Parents and educators often 
abstain from covering this is-
sue while the kids often seek 
less than competent sources 
to feel in the blanks.”

Chernina said, “It’s never 
too early to start teaching kids 
about the dangers of drugs. 
They need to get the message 
sooner than later.”

She believes too many kids 
turn to drugs because they 
have too much time on their 

hands. 
“Kids must be keep busy at 

sports, art and science 24/7,” 
she said. 

It sticks in her mind that 
at one assembly, politician 
Mark Treyger (D–Coney Is-
land) asked the audience to 
raise their hands if they had 
a neighbor, relative, or friend 
who had passed away from an 
overdose. 

“Each and every per-

son raised their hand,” said 
Chernina. “It was the most 
terrible thing to see.”

Be Proud Foundation [2805 
E. 26th St. between Emmons 
Avenue and Shore Parkway 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 788–
7773]. Open Mondays – Fri-
days, 10 am–5 pm. 

Big Apple Academy [2937 86 
St. in Bensonhurst, (718) 333–
0300, www.bigappleacademy.
com].

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E

Be Proud, Big Apple Academy unite against drugs 
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Neyda Carballo-Ricardo arrived to the U.S. with a dream of a better life for her daughters. 
While raising two children as a single mother, she worked hard to complete medical 
school, and start her own nutrition supplement business, L.A. Farmacia Natural. 

Our small business loan was the perfect supplement for her company’s growth. Today, 
she owns a new facility and an expanded product line, serving more customers than 
ever. Neyda has far surpassed her goal of providing for her children. Through her love for 
nutrition, she now helps an entire community live a better and healthier life.

See how far we can take you.
Visit us at eastwestbank.com/achieve
Or call 1.877.828.8963 

A vital boost for growth

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The head of the city Department of 
Homeless Services snubbed an invi-
tation to Community Board 7’s Feb. 
21 meeting — despite being a resident 
of the district and a former member 
of the board — because he’s not will-
ing to face questions from his neigh-
bors about why the  community has 
been saddled with a disproportionate 
number of homeless shelters , accord-
ing the CB 7 district manager, who 
said that he and other board mem-
bers took his no-show as a personal 
slight.

“It’s very, very disappointing that 
one of our former board members does 
not show the respect to his former col-
leagues to simply answer our ques-
tions,” said Jeremy Laufer.

Laufer called out Commissioner 
Steven Banks for his department’s 
stonewalling of the community in a 
Jan. 9 letter, and challenged him to 
come to the February board meet-
ing “to address the continued and 
unacceptable breakdown in commu-
nication that your agency has per-
petuated in this community,” add-
ing that it “fostered distrust of [the] 
agency as well as suspicions of the 
motivations of other agencies in our 
community.” 

Laufer cited the less-than-24-hours’ 
notice that the agency provided lo-
cals  in December, when the city took 

over the most recent Sunset Park ho-
tel-turned-homeless shelter on Fourth 
Avenue between 25th and 26th streets  
— and he even accused agency reps 
and borough director Perri Litton of 
fl at-out lying to the community board 
the month before by specifi cally say-
ing multiple times that the agency had 
no plans to use that hotel as a shelter 
— even after locals said they heard 

rumors of the plan and saw homeless 
agency staff at the hotel in the weeks 
prior.

And that wasn’t the fi rst time the 
agency has withheld information from 
Sunset Parkers, according to Laufer.  
Agency reps gave locals less than a 
week’s notice of the  opening of a con-
troversial shelter for single men  on 
49th Street — the same hotel that a so-
called “community advisory board” 
discussed at  an ostensibly public Sep-
tember 2016 meeting from which this 
paper was barred . The agency also 
 failed to inform locals that a sex of-
fender was living in a 38th Street shel-
ter less than 1,000 feet from several 
schools , Laufer wrote, adding that the 
community board found out through 
media reports and that  an agency rep 
later refused to admit that the man 
ever lived there .

Laufer wrote that he and others on 
the board believe the Department of 
Homeless Services is needlessly stig-
matizing its own clients “by sneak-
ing them into shelters and hiding facts 
from the community,” while the board 
believes “residents of our shelters 
should be integrated into the commu-
nity.”

Ironically, the agency recently 
led a community workshop — which 
Laufer attended — with the purported 
goal of fostering better communica-
tion between the agency and the pub-

lic after local offi cials throughout 
the city complained about the lack of 
transparency. That makes the agen-
cy’s subsequent stonewalling and 
commissioner’s snub appear part of 
an intentional pattern, according to 
Laufer’s letter.

“The recurring pattern of failure 
to communicate seems to be a policy of 
the agency and not some communica-
tions glitch,” he wrote. 

Laufer said agency repeatedly of-
fered for lower-level reps to attend the 
meeting, but that he and the board 
wanted the commissioner since he’s 
top brass.

“We want the commissioner, not 
someone who’s not in a decision-mak-
ing capacity,” Laufer said.

  The district currently has six hotel-
turned-shelters , according to  a recent 
report in Village Voice , and Laufer es-
timates that the shelters house at least 
double the amount of homeless who 
come from the district.

Laufer told locals at the meeting 
that Borough President Adams plans 
to host a borough-wide forum on home-
lessness, which Banks is expected to 
attend.  

“I’ll let you know when that hap-
pens so we can bring our pitchforks 
and torches,” Laufer said.

The homeless services agency did 
not respond to a request for comment 
by press time.

NO SHOW: Department of Homeless Servic-
es Commissioner Steven Banks snubbed an 
invitation to a meeting of Community Board 
7, on which he used to serve, riling his for-
mer colleagues. 
 Offi ce of the Mayor / Michael Appleton

Homeless commish snubs panel he served on
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EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

Still Jewish Family owned
and Independently operated

We are pleased to announce that PARKSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC 
has relocated it’s funeral home to 

1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY (1 block from Kings Highway)

Our Helpful and experienced staff remains the same

Our telephone number remains the same

718-338-1500
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NIEBERG MIDWOOD CHAPEL, INC 

has relocated to
60 Brighton 11th Street, Brooklyn, NY 

(1 Block from Emmons Avenue)

Our telephone number remains the same

718-377-2700

Still owned and operated 
by the Nieberg Family

718-238-4344,
718-748-2996,

718-449-1865, 718-259-1040, 718-891-9238,
718-331-3442

718-238-4344,
718-748-2996,

718-449-1865, 718-259-1040, 718-891-9238,
718-331-3442

Valid for 2017 personal income tax return only. Return must be filed January 5 - February 28, 2018 at participating offices to 
qualify. Type of federal return filed is based on your personal tax situation and IRS rules. Form 1040EZ is generally used by single/
married taxpayers with taxable income under $100,000, no dependents, no itemized deductions, and certain types of income 
(including wages, salaries, tips, some scholarships/grants, and unemployment compensation). Additional fees apply for Earned 
Income Credit and certain other additional forms, for state and local returns, and if you select other products and services. Vis-
it hrblock.com/ez to find the nearest participating office or to make an appointment. OBTP#B13696 ©2017 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

“It looks like it was later 
determined that she was 
struck by a bullet fragment 
in the head,” a police spokes-
woman said.

Police arrested a Canar-
sie man later that evening. 
He was charged with at-
tempted murder, reckless 
endangerment, and crimi-
nal possession of a weapon, 
according to the spokes-
woman. 

SHOT

line to the Manhattan-bound J and Z 
trains after the L’s Brooklyn–Manhat-
tan tunnel closes in April 2019.

“The mezzanine to the J and Z gets 
congested,” the offi cial said.

The L train will still run from 
Rockaway Parkway in Canarsie all 
the way to Bedford Avenue during the 
 15-month closure , and Broadway Junc-
tion is one of only two places on that 
route where commuters will be able 
to switch from the L to a Manhattan-
bound line.

“We anticipate 70–80 percent of di-
verted L customers will use nearby 
subway lines, including the J and Z 
lines, with Broadway Junction as a 
major transfer point,” said an author-
ity spokeswoman. 

“The additional stairs will help 
customer fl ow from the increased de-
mand.”

But Ien has long argued that what 
Broadway Junction needs more than 
stairs is an elevator.

“First and foremost we need an ele-
vator,” he said. “Someone who’s elderly 
can’t manage the stairs or escalator.”

And he’s not alone. A fellow Canar-
sie resident said an elevator is more 
ideal for the crowded station. 

“An elevator would be better. It’s 
very high up,” said Judy D. Newton, 

referring to the station’s three stories’ 
worth of treacherously steep stairs.

Newton nonetheless said she’s 
happy the authority is adding stairs to 
reduce congestion.

“It should’ve been done a long time 
ago,” she said. “I think it will be safer 
for pedestrian traffi c.”

The Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority said it will make other im-
provements for Brooklyn’s L-train 
straphangers as well, including add-
ing a new transfer to the 3 train. Com-
muters will be able to walk from the 
Livonia Avenue stop on the L line and 
hop the 3 line at Junius Street free of 
charge.

Some riders at the CB 18 meeting 
worried about the effects of increased 
bus ridership during the shutdown. 
Gerard Brewster of East Flatbush 
pointed out that the B6 bus that takes 
people to the 2 and 5 train at Flatbush 
Avenue is already overcrowded.

“I’ve yet to see a plan for the B6 and 
BM2, and what will happen to people 
in Flatlands who take them west to the 
2 and 5 trains,” he said.

Brewster said he wants to hear less 
about Williamsburg and the distant 
isle of Manhattan, and more about 
east Brooklyn at future Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority presenta-
tions to CB 18.

“The community board is sort of a 
selfi sh thing. We wanna know about 
us over here,” he said.

LONG WAY DOWN: Canarsie resident Michael Ien says that the Broadway Junction station 
is in desperate need of an elevator, but the Metropolitan Transportation Authority is just 
promising more stairs.  Photo by Jason Speakman

STAIRS

THE SHOT: Police said the girl was hit by a bullet frag-
ment after a man fi red a gun during a nearby dispute.
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Continued from cover

Continued from cover



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 2–8, 2018 13  B GM BR

eNorthfield.com | (718) 448-1000

Member FDIC

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 02/06/18 and subject to change without 

notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open account.  All account balances above $0.01 

will earn the stated APY.  There is a substantial penalty for early CD withdrawals. Fees 

could reduce earnings. The 16 month CD requires new money only. New money is 

defined as funds not currently on deposit at Northfield Bank. The maximum account 

balance for these CD’s is $250,000.

1.40%
9 MONTH CD

APY1

2.10%
16 MONTH CD

APY1

STOP BY YOUR LOCAL BRANCH  
FOR THESE LIMITED TIME OFFERS!

2.50%
60 MONTH CD

APY1

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

   718-645-6677  

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

www.attorneynow.com
www.lawday.com

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

A

UTODENT COLLISION COR

P

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

  Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective February 28, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature 
withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective 
February 28, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money 
Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances 
between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and 
$99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive 
the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to 
receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is 
not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Maximum
Money Markety

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY2
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13-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.00%
$5,000 minimum deposit
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
It’s a pooch paradise!

A new business catering to 
Bay Ridge canines offi cially 
opened for business in a Feb. 
23 ceremony with staffers, lo-
cals, and Councilman Justin 
Brannan (D–Bay Ridge) on 
hand to celebrate. Opening 
the  Brooklyn Canine Club  on 
Fifth Avenue between 82nd 
and 83rd streets was a dream 
come true, according to the 
dog-loving owner.

“All my life, dogs have 
made me very, very happy,” 
said Jose Candia, who lives on 
bucolic Staten Island and owns 
the doggie daycare with busi-
ness partner and veterinarian 
Salvatore Pernice. “Everyone 
always said that I was pretty 
good with them.”

The club will function as a 
daycare for lonely pups whose 
human parents are at work or 
otherwise occupied during the 
day, offering up to 12 hours of 
play on weekdays, from 7 am 
until 7 pm, along with walks 
and baths at additional cost. 
And all pooches will get the 
chance to frolic on special, 
cleanable “canine turf” in the 
attached backyard that be-

longs to Pernice’s practice, the 
Brooklyn Veterinary Group.

The club does not take more 
than 20 dogs at a time, Candia 
said, adding that they cur-
rently have a waiting list. And 
all four-legged friends have to 
pass a temperament test by in-
teracting with Candia’s dog, 
Lilly, to join the club.

The pair came up with 
the idea to open the club last 
spring, when Pernice was ex-
amining Candia’s 5-year-old 
pit bull mix, according to Can-
dia, who added that the neigh-
borhood seemed like it was 
teeming with pups but lacking 
anywhere for them to gather 
and play.

“When I did the research, 
the neighborhood needed 
something for dogs,” he said. 
“I looked in Long Island City, 
Downtown — those places 
have doggie daycares, but Bay 
Ridge did not have anything. 
And the amount of dogs I’ve 
seen in this neighborhood — 
it’s pretty amazing.”

So the pair set to work, with 
Candia ordering iron beams 
and 150-year-old reclaimed 
wood to transform the space 
into an urban oasis for the 

nabe’s pooches.
“I wanted to bring the out-

doors in,” he said. 
Candia opened the shop not 

just to pursue his passion for 
playing with pups, but also to 
spend more time with his fam-
ily, he said, adding that his 

previous career in the restau-
rant industry didn’t allow him 
much time with his son. And 
his wife, Doreen, also contrib-
utes to managing the canine 
club’s corporate side.

The business owners even-
tually want to create organic 

treats, Candia said, but for 
now, they’re happy to be en-
thusiastically received by 
two and four-legged Ridgites 
alike.

“It’s amazing, the feedback 
we’re getting,” he said. “We’re 
pretty excited.”

Doggie daycare opens in Bay Ridge

RIDGE GOES TO THE DOGS: 
(Right) Husband-and-wife duo 
Jose and Doreen Candia, center, 
cut the ribbon to open the Brook-
lyn Canine Club with their partner,  
vet Salvatore Pernice, at right, on 
Feb. 23. (Above) The new doggie 
daycare offers indoor and outdoor 
activities.  Photos by Jordan Rathkopf 
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RAISING A PRESCHOOLER 
DIAGNOSED WITH 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER?

For more information or to register 
Visit: http://ramapoforchildren.org/parent-workshops  

Contact: Aaren Kokubun at 
646.588.2301

or akokubun@ramapoforchildren.org.  

Ramapo for Children is offering a FREE 4-part series 
geared towards parents and caregivers of children 
under the age of fi ve who have recently received 
a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), 

or are in the process of having their child evaluated. 

You will leave this 4-part workshop series 
with “Toolbox” of strategies to:

Dates:  March 7th, April 25th, May 9th, and June 6th 
Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm

Where:  William O’Connor, 420 95th Street, Brooklyn, NY
Breakfast and transportation reimbursement will be available. 

The workshop series is completely free to attend; 
though advanced registration is requested.

ALL FIVE
OROUGHSOROUGHS!!

ALL FIVE
BOROUGHS!

www. accessibledispatch.com 

THE ACCESSIBLE
DISPATCH PROGRAM

gives residents and visitors with disabili�es 
GREATER ACCESS to wheelchair accessible taxis.

With pick-up and drop-up available in  
ALL FIVE BOROUGHS, Accessible Dispatch 

allows individuals with disabili�es to EXPLORE 
everything New York City has to o�er. 

NOW AVAILABLE IN

BOOK
ONLINE646-599-9999

CALL DOWNLOAD
THE APP!
ACCESSIBLE DISPATCH NYC

NOW AVAILABLE IN
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY LINCOLN ANDERSON
This idea is full of hot air!

A new temporary pontoon bridge is 
the best way to shuttle the most strap-
hangers across the East River when 
offi cials close the L train’s underwa-
ter Brooklyn–Manhattan tunnel for a 
15-month repair next April, according 
to the out-of-state real-estate execu-
tive and  former underwear model  who 
fl oated the concept.

San Francisco resident Parker 
Shinn, who once lived on the distant 
isle of Manhattan, claimed that  plans  
to  launch new ferries  as well as beef 
up bus service across and create ded-
icated high-occupancy vehicle lanes 
on the Williamsburg Bridge will not 
be enough to transport the more than 
200,000 displaced daily L-train com-
muters, necessitating his so-called “L-
Ternative” crossing. 

“I question whether they’re going 
to be able to accommodate an addi-
tional 225,000 people each day,” Shinn 
said. “I think this bridge could take all 
the people that take the L.”

The 31-year-old recently launched a 
 Kickstarter campaign  to raise an ini-
tial $50,000 to get his project off the 
ground, and said he’s already fi ne-
tuned the concept with some profes-
sionals.

“We’re exploring it,” he said. “I’ve 
spoken to a couple of companies to get 
estimates. I’ve bounced it off naval en-
gineers and architects.”

Shinn proposed installing the 
Brooklyn end of the short-term bridge 
— which would be supported by 30 
fl oating 90-foot barges anchored in the 
river, according to its Kickstarter page 
— near the coastline around N. Eighth 
Street in Williamsburg. Straphangers 
who cross it would arrive in Manhat-
tan near 10th Street.

The span would have four lanes, 
half Kings County–bound and the 
other half going towards the distant 
isle. Pedestrians and cyclists would be 
permitted on the outer lanes, while the 
inner two would be reserved for buses 
in order to keep the bridge from fl ip-
ping into the East River, Shinn said.

“You have to keep the weight cen-
tered,” he said.

A portion of the crossing would be 
built higher to allow ferries’ and other 
small boats’ passage, and the span 
would feature a drawbridge to allow 
larger vessels through, according to 
Shinn, who said he has yet to share 
his plan with the Coast Guard, which 
would need to approve it, the city, or 
the state-run Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority.

“The fi rst step was try to get this in 
the public eye,” he said.

The Kickstarter page for Shinn’s 
bridge notes that some European com-
panies built a similar structure in Af-
rica for $38 million 10 years ago. He said 
his project on the East River, however, 
could come with a price tag of at least 
$100 million, according to a  report .

But the cost for the temporary span 
— which will be disassembled when L-
train service resumes — would be cov-
ered by a $1 toll, he said, in addition to 
public fi nancing for its initial stages. 

Shinn — who said this journalist 
was “getting into the weeds” when he 
asked what other projects the real-
estate executive has designed — said 
he fi rst considered the possibility of a 
pontoon bridge eight months ago, but 
started concentrating on it in earnest 
more recently with the approaching  
“L-pocolypse.” 

“I’ve always loved designing and 
building things, and New York City 
is my favorite city in the world,” said 
Shinn, who once modeled for companies 
including underwear-maker Me Undies 
and formalwear retailer Suit Supply. “I 
was thinking about all the people and 
businesses that would be affected by the 
shutdown. I think this bridge absolutely 
is going to be feasible. My hope is that it 
would help a lot of people.”

And Shinn isn’t the only person to 
fl oat unconventional alternative-trans-
portation solutions for straphangers 
who will soon be booted from the L 
train. Last year, some transit-minded 
locals renewed their push to create an 
aerial gondola connecting Brooklyn 
and Manhattan called the  East River 
Skyway  after the proposal received 
support from pols including Williams-
burg’s Councilman Stephen Levin and 
Assemblyman Joseph Lentol.

ANOTHER WAY OVER THE RIVER: Out-of-state real-estate executive and former model 
Parker Shinn proposed creating a pontoon bridge across the East River ahead of the April 
2019 L-train shutdown, which he claimed would be the best way to shuttle the most strap-
hangers between Brooklyn and the outer borough of Manhattan. Parker Shinn

FLOATATION DEVICE
Pontoon bridge would alleviate L-train transit 

concerns, says model-turned-executive
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LATE

P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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FORT GREENE  

Three cheers to Dr. David Sherr, 
Chief of Radiation Oncology at The 

Brooklyn Hospital Center, who was 
awarded a fellowship in the American 

College of Radiation Oncology. 
Fellows must have demonstrated 

extraordinary service to the college 
and to the profession through educa-
tion, research, or service activities. 

“It was an honor to be selected for 
fellowship in the college. I’m privileged 
to be able to use my expertise and ex-
perience to ensure that patients at The 
Brooklyn Hospital Center receive the 
highest quality radiation therapy pos-
sible,” said Dr. Sherr.

Dr. Sherr attended the awards cer-
emony at The Radiation Oncology 

Summit: ACRO 2018, held in Ft. Lau-
derdale, Fla.

He was also recently named a “Top 

Doctor” in 2018 by Castle Connolly, 
the fi fth year in a row he was given 
this honor. Physicians included in the 
“Top Doctors” series are nominated 
by their peers in an extensive survey 
process of thousands of American doc-
tors each year.

The Brooklyn Hospital Center [121 
Dekalb Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 250–8000].

PROSPECT HEIGHTS

Welcome aboard
Put out the welcome mat for Zul 

Jamal and Carley Roney, who have 
been elected to the Board of Direc-

tors at the Brooklyn Community 

Foundation. 

“Zul and Carley are fantastic addi-
tions to Brooklyn Community Foun-
dation’s leadership team,” said Alan 

Fishman, chairman at the Founda-
tion. “Their impressive business acu-
men, deep commitment to social jus-
tice, and strong ties to Brooklyn’s 
communities are incredible value as-
sets as we continue to build a thriv-
ing institution aimed at taking on the 
most pressing challenges of our day.”

Zul is a managing director at Moe-

lis & Company, an independent in-
vestment bank. The Park Slope resi 

dent is a native of the United Kingdom, 
and has called the U.S. home with his 
wife and daughter for 17 years. 

“I am excited to join an organiza-
tion that is working to make Brooklyn 
a better place for all its residents, that 
can serve as a model for communities 
around the country,” said Zul. 

Carley Roney is an entrepreneur 
and co-founder of The Knot, one of 
New York City’s most successful in-
ternet companies. The Dumbo resi-
dent has resided in the community for 
more than 20 years with her husband 
and three children. 

“By supporting the most innovative 
organizations tackling our biggest so-

cial justice issues, Brooklyn Commu-
nity Foundation is at the center of cre-
ating models that will be used to create 
fair and just communities all over 
America,” she said. “I feel honored to 
be a part of it and am excited to help 
support and learn from this incredibly 
talented team of changemakers.”

Brooklyn Community Foundation 
[1000 Dean St. in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 480–7500].

BENSONHURST 

That’s amore!
The National Federation of Ital-

ian-American Societies, Inc., held 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Let’s gather those stethoscopes 
for the incoming nursing students 
at St. Francis College. The angels-
of-mercy-to-be were honored at the 
fourth annual Nursing White Coat 

Ceremony on Feb. 2.
“This ceremony has become an 

important rite of passage for stu-
dents who have achieved academi-
cally and can now pursue their 
dream to become registered nurses,” 
said Eleanor Kehoe, chairperson 
of the Nursing Department.

The ceremony continues a tradi-
tion that adds special meaning in 
recognizing the vital role nurses 
play in the healthcare system.

More than 200 students are 
now enrolled in the undergradu-
ate Bachelor of Science in Nurs-
ing program at St. Francis, with 
the first class of graduates having 
performed remarkably well on 
their National Council Licensure 

Examination nursing certifica-
tion test.

The college places a heavy focus 
on technology in its four-year un-
dergraduate program, as well as its 
two-year registered nurse to Bach-
elor of Science program. A Sim-lab 
features a collection of robot sim-
ulators that mimic thousands of 
symptoms for students to diagnose. 
All the work is captured on video, 
giving instructors the opportunity 
to pinpoint specifi c areas for im-
provement.

White Coat ceremonies fi rst be-
came popular more than 20 years 
ago and were exclusively for stu-
dents in medical school. They have 
spread to nursing in an effort to cre-
ate a stronger sense of community 
among all healthcare workers and 
recognize their value as part of the 
healthcare team.

St. Francis College (180 Rem-
sen St. at Court Street in Brooklyn 
Heights; www.sfc.edu).

Chief’s rad in radiation oncology

Nursing students get white coats

its annual Valentine Gala and cel-
ebrated its honorees and the holiday 
of love. Louis Aidala, Esq., and Ida 

Como, Esq., a practicing attorney and 
vice-president of the Columbia Law-
yers Association of Queens, and a part-
ner of Silvagni and Como Attorneys 

at Law, were this year’s honorees.
Jean Ferraro, vice-president and 

chairperson of the Ladies Auxiliary 
of the National Federation, presented 
a bouquet of roses to honoree Ida as  
Dr. Arnaldo Ferraro, president of the 
Federation, and the honoree’s husband, 
Giovanni Silvagni, Esq., joined in. 

Attorney Louis Aidala was feted 
along with his wife, MaryAnn Aid-

ala, grandchildren Luca, Nicola, Ju-

liana, and children Arthur Aidala, 

Esq., and Lori Aidala Bambina.
Both attorneys were presented with 

the Medallion, the Certifi cate of In-
duction into the Knights and Dames 

Committee of the NFIAS, the char-
itable branch of the Italian Federa-
tion, and a souvenir plaque of the cer-
emony.

The National Federation is a not-
for-profi t, charitable, community ser-
vice organization founded in 1964.

National Federation-Italian [8022 17th 
Ave. in Bensonhurst, (718) 259–4700].

BOROUGH WIDE

Marine of the Year
Three cheers to borough 

daughter Cpl. Nelfi  Tineofer-

reiras. The noncommissioned 
offi cer-in-charge of Receiving 
Section, Supply Company, Com-
bat Logistics Regiment 35, 3rd 
Marine Logistics Group, was 
awarded III Marine Expedition-
ary Force’s Marine of the Year at 
Camp Kinser, Okinawa, Japan, 
on Feb. 8. She was honored for 
her exemplary dedication to her 
duties, which included her tech-
nical profi ciency and demonstra-
tion of the Marine Corps’ core 
values. 

“I have been through a lot and 
had to push through it, but I never 
gave up trying to better myself. 
The key to my success is hard 
work, dedication, and time man-
agement,” she said of the honor.

Tineoferreiras is a native of 
the Dominican Republic and was 
recruited into the Marine Corps 
right here in our town.

Standing O salutes Cpl. Tine-
oferreiras. 

BRAND-NEW COATS: The future nurses don their new garb.  St. Francis College
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MAX

wrote, adding that the 
division should also 
“provide infrastructure 
to monitor speed and en-
courage driver aware-
ness” and conduct a re-
view of nearby school 
crossing guards, traf-
fi c signals, and signage. 
And the division should 
also add “no standing 
at anytime” zones to 
the Fourth Avenue and 
31st Street entrances to 
reduce blind spots, the 
electeds wrote. 

The pols also sent 
the letter to the commis-
sioner of the transpor-
tation department, the 
chancellor of the educa-
tion department, the po-
lice commissioner, the 
Community Board 11 
district manager, and PS 
172’s principal, Jack Spa-
tola. 

A rep from the police 
department said offi cials 
would review the letter. 
And reps from Speed-
way and the transporta-
tion agency met on Feb. 
20 and are in the process 
of developing a joint-
design plan, according 
to a Speedway spokes-
woman, who did not re-
spond to a follow-up in-
quiry about whether 
or not there would be a 
chance for public com-
ment on that plan.

Spatola and local par-
ents recently called com-
munity input after  they 
alleged the transporta-
tion agency was keep-
ing them in the dark on 
its plans for the site . A 
spokeswoman from the 
Department of Trans-
portation promised that 
the agency would share 
more updates and details 
after schools’ reopened 
on Feb. 26 following their 
midwinter recess. 

Neither Spatola nor 

the mayor’s offi ce re-
turned calls for com-
ment.

 Parents have 
slammed the city for 
punting the more-than-
decade-old problem of 
the dangerous station 
from one agency to the 
next.  The police depart-
ment added additional 
plastic sidewalk bar-
riers —  with taped-on 
fl iers reminding driv-
ers to stay off the side-
walk  — towards the end 
of January, but  parents 
said the barriers are too 
fl imsy, and that they saw 
cars crash into and drag 
them . 

And Spatola insisted 
the city should add 
“school zone” signs in a 
two-block radius around 
the learning house, ex-
tend the crossing guard’s 
hours from 3:30 to 6:30 
pm to accommodate stu-
dents in after-school pro-
grams, and add a second 
crossing guard on 31st 
Street.

The parent who led 
the charge drawing at-
tention to the station’s 
problems said she is ea-
gerly awaiting the may-
or’s response and glad 
that local pols are step-
ping up, but added that 
she hopes the problem-
solvers would keep the 
parents who initially 
pushed for change up-to-
date. 

“I’m encouraged by 
all of the local elected 
offi cials who are work-
ing to solve this life-or-
death crisis,” said Arse-
nia Reilly-Collins, who 
started an  online petition  
calling for temporary so-
lutions and a meeting 
with the transportation 
department, which has 
garnered more than 400 
signatures. “I just wish 
that the parents were 
kept in the loop as part-
ners. We feel shut out 
from the process.”

Continued from page 4 

MAYOR

tional twisty toys called 
groggers to sound the 
alarm about Haman’s 
plan. The toys make a 
loud noise when shaken. 

“We tell them when 
we read the megillah, af-
ter hearing the word ‘Ha-
man’ they’re supposed to 
make the noise,” said Ly-
ubashevsky.Children tra-

ditionally dress up in cos-
tume for Purim, which 
is sometimes compared 
to Halloween. This year 
most of the kids took the 
opportunity to paint their 
faces and put on creative 
outfi ts of princesses, fi re-
men, monsters, and more.

“This year a majority 
of the kids dressed up,” 
said Lyubashevsky.

“It’s not a require-
ment, but it makes it 
more fun.”

Continued from page 6 

PURIM
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LETTERS

To the editor,
The only time that teachers should 

be involved with guns in our public 
schools would be for a musical pro-
duction of “Annie Get Your Gun.”

This has to be the most asinine 
suggestion ever made. Our recal-
citrant students would be attempt-
ing to take the guns away with may-
hem resulting. Teachers are there to 
teach and not be Marshall Dillon or 
Belle Starr.

For 19 years I taught in a public 
school where the fi re alarms would 
be going off constantly. I still remem-
ber the school secretary, of blessed 
memory, saying over the pubic ad-
dress system: “Please ignore the 
bells, please ignore the bells!” In to-
day’s world that would be replaced by 
“Please ignore the shots.”

The problem is that no one wants 
to admit what the exact problem is 
because that would cost too much 
money. You don’t have to have a Ph.D. 
to see from early childhood which 
children will be causing problems 
as they go on in their school careers. 
These disruptive pupils are just ig-
nored, and by June, they’re just 
pushed along. It’s the old up-and-out 
syndrome. Years ago when I com-
plained to a supervisor about a dis-
ruptive student failing every subject, 
rated unsatisfactory in conduct by 
all his subject teachers and still be-
ing promoted, I was tersely told by 
my Assistant Principal: “Would you 
like to have him again next year?”

We refuse to do anything about 
disruptive students. Schools in this 
city went southward rapidly years 
ago when the 600-school concept for 
disruptive children was done away 
with. Therefore, severe problem stu-
dents were placed in regular class-
rooms, with mayhem resulting. The 
public doesn’t realize that it is so 
much easier to blame the teacher for 
not motivating the recalcitrant. In 
addition, in our public schools a child 
can do just about anything, and if the 
parent refuses to sign for special edu-
cation placement, the child remains 
in a regular classroom to continue 
to disrupt proceedings more. This 
has to stop along with our “bril-
liant” mayor’s idea of fewer suspen-
sions and fewer metal detectors. This 

mayor must come from Mars and he 
has no business running our schools. 
Let educators run the education part 
and police offi cers and the military 
run the schools in matters concern-
ing safety and discipline.

Ed Greenspan

Sheepshead Bay

Lanes bring pain
To the editor,

Again, Allan Rosen is correct 
when he states many of the state and 
city objectives to fund mass tran-
sit are to create situations that will 
cause traffi c congestion. Special 
bus lanes, bike lanes, narrowing of 
streets and avenues in the name of 
traffi c calming, pedestrian malls, 
CitiBike docking stations, construc-
tion permitted on every block, espe-
cially in Manhattan, without regard 
or coordination of street blockages 
and closures, and I could go on. Many 
of these measures are implemented 
to try to discourage driving. Sorry 
New York City, That ain’t happen-
ing. No mention, though, of regulat-
ing gigantic tour buses clogging nar-
row streets or for-hire cars — yellow, 
green, Uber, etc. — to help reduce 
congestion, just private cars.  Now, 
wait until the geniuses at transporta-
tion “non”alternatives  get their way, 
of course, and the protected bike lane 
on Fourth Avenue is installed. I am 
sure our trip down Fourth Avenue 
will even be more scenic as we cruise 
along at a top speed of maybe 10 mph. 
Fourth Avenue for the most part is 
one lane now, [with] double-parked 
trucks, cars, left-turning cars back-
ing into traffi c lanes. A real mess 
awaits, but this is what they want. I 
am sure Third Avenue will be their 
next target. Already for the most part 
one lane with never-ending, under-
the-Gowanus construction. And by 
the way, the bicyclists will continue 
to ride in the traffi c lanes, as they do 
everywhere else there are bike lanes, 
and of course with no legal conse-
quences (i.e., a ticket).

Richard Hecht

Bay Ridge

Dog run daze
To the editor,

As a dog owner for decades, it is 
sad that the Democrats infesting 
City Hall continue to ignore the outer 
boroughs’ needs in favor of the mil-
lennial yuppies in the big city. They 
get wonderful places to walk their 
little pampered fl uffy foofums. But 
when one looks at the state of our city 

over the past four years, everything 
from city housing to streets and sub-
ways are crumbling. No doubt with 
the gross amount of taxes we Brook-
lynites pay, we have no voice [about] 
our wants.

We dog owners have been “beg-
ging” for a clean and safe area in 
which to walk pets. Certain propos-
als to dump the walking area in the 
salt marsh — with disease-carrying 
ticks and fl eas ruling the roost — 
are wholly unacceptable. The latest 
proposal costing $700,000 is a joke. 
A fence costs that much? Though, 
after seeing how the city got snook-
ered into paying $6 million for a ram-
shackle park house in Marine Park, 
I guess some politician has to get a 
kickback from somewhere.

My daughter moved to Wisconsin, 
away from the stink of New York City, 
over fi ve years ago and never looked 
back. I visited one of their dog runs in 
a park that fl oored me. Two ovals the 
size of the entire Marine Park were 
dedicated to pets. So when I take my 
fl oppy-eared basset hound “Prints” 
for a stroll in our park, I guess he — 
and maybe me — will be long gone 
before residents see a decent dog run 
serving residents of Marine Park.

Robert W. Lobenstein

Marine Park

Send activist home
To the editor,

I fully agree with Barbara Davis’ 
letter regarding Ravi Ragbir. In her 
letter, she correctly states: “Immi-
grants who break the law are a di-
rect challenge to U.S. citizens who 
work hard every day and are forced 
to welcome and give sanctuary to im-
migrants who break the law.” Even 
Errol Louis’ recent article in [an-
other] newspaper on Ravi Ragbir 
was right on target. Mr. Louis, who 
is a well respected political commen-
tator, brought out all the pertinent 
facts about this convicted felon and 
thief. Ravi Ragbir has forfeited his 
right to remain in the United States. 
He preyed on innocent seniors who 
trusted him. Why is it that the pro-
gressive liberal politicians fl ock to 
support people like this, i.e., Mark 
Viverito’s support for an FALN ter-
rorist and Congresswoman Yvette 
Clarke’s support of Ravi Ragbir? Are 
we governed by the Rule of Law or 
not? Immigrants who break the law 
forfeit their right to become citizens 
and live here. Ms. Clarke is quick to 
support this felon, but failed to sup-
port the  award of the Purple Heart 

for Corporal Ernest James Hill, a 19 
year old black Marine, who was killed 
serving his country when his cannon 
exploded while being engaged with 
the enemy in 1968. As Vietnam com-
bat veteran, I wrote a letter published 
in the newspaper supporting this 
award for him. Where was Yvette 
Clarke’s letter? Where are her pri-
orities? I applaud Ms. Davis and Mr. 
Louis in bringing out the truth.

Kenneth S. Katta

Dyker Heights

The debt knell
To the editor,

First it was the Democrats who 
doubled our national debt from $10 
to $20 trillion over eight years under 
President Obama. Now it is the Re-
publicans who will add $1.5 trillion 
more over the two years.

Will we ever learn from past mis-
takes and attempt to reduce both bor-
rowing and long term debt instead of 
allowing them to grow yearly? The 
new $21.5 trillion federal debt is only 
going to continue growing by $1 tril-
lion per year. This inheritance could 
bankrupt future generations.

Uncle Sam needs to do a better 
job with several trillion dollars in 
annual generated revenues already 
available, rather than pick the pock-
ets of taxpayers for even more. It is 
time for a return to passing annual 
fi scal year budgets on time by Oct. 
1, rather than a series of continuing 
resolutions to keep Washington open. 
Return to pay-as-you-go budgeting; 
means testing for all government as-
sistance programs; real balanced 
budgets without smoke and mirrors. 
Stop hiding spending under so-called 
independent authorities whose bud-
gets are off line with little or no over-
sight, along with actual surpluses 
and down payments to reduce long 
term debt for all levels of govern-
ment. Everything needs to be on the 
table, including the infamous “third 
rails” of American politics — Medi-
care, Medicaid, Social Security and 
military spending. How ironic that 
after winning the Cold War against 
the Evil Empire of Communism, it 
may be mismanagement of our econ-
omy that defeats us in the end. Un-
less we change our ways, America is 
on the road to losing our status as the 
world’s number one super power. Just 
like mighty ancient Rome before the 
collapse, we are going down the path 
to become the world’s super debtor.

Larry Penner

Great Neck

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

Arming our teachers is not the answer 
SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Tickets can be purchased for $100 at EventBrite or by calling Jennifer Stern 718-260-8302

Honorees
Honor her

with your congratulatory 
message in the special section 

of our newspapers
on Friday, May 25th

Join us at the gala
on May 31st

Celebrate
Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction

2018

S. J. Avery
Harriet Blank
Jewel Brown
Eladia Causil-Rodriquez
Lucina Clarke
Leslie Green
Linda Halsey
Mitzie Holstein
Cassandra Jones-Brennan
Inna Lukyanenko
Kim Maier

Anna Malkina-Shumaeva
Katarina Martinez
Elana Martins
Deidre Olivera
Gabrielle Puglia
Lisette Sosa-Dickson
Rolanda Telesford
Monique Waterman
L. Joy Williams
Teresa C. Younger
Partial List

I f one had to imagine the 
perfect jail, it would prob-
ably include high fences, 

lots of barbed wire, swift cur-
rents, and only one way on or 
off — a bridge. These are the 
characteristics of Rikers Is-
land. Yet, Mayor DeBlasio and 
the Council are moving for-
ward with plans to close this 
perfectly placed facility.

Earlier this month, His 
Honor and his cronies an-
nounced plans to replace Rik-
ers within 10 years with four 
proposed jail sites, one each 
near residential neighbor-
hoods in Brooklyn, Manhat-
tan, Queens, and the Bronx. 
Once that happens, those com-
munities will have accused 
and convicted criminals as 
neighbors. 

If someone escapes from 
one of Rikers’ many jail facili-
ties, a dangerous prisoner is 
still contained on a heavily se-
cured island, and not roaming 
the streets of our neighbor-
hoods.

Rikers may need to be im-
proved, but this can be achieved 
with temporary facilities there 
and a phased redevelopment 
plan. Other problems at Rik-
ers, including violence against 

our correction offi cers, are the 
result of administration poli-
cies and mismanagement, not 
the location. 

Last week, a state Correc-
tion Commission report high-
lighted that there were 1,479 
assaults on Rikers Island staff 
by inmates in 2017, a 34 per-
cent increase from 2016. In ad-
dition, statistics from the May-
or’s Offi ce of Operations show 
that serious injuries to correc-

tion offi cers from prisoners in-
creased 68 percent in the last 
six months of 2017, compared 
to the same period the previ-
ous year. A change of venue 
will not alter these facts.

In 2016, Mayor DeBlasio 
ended punitive segregation, or 
solitary confi nement, for those 
under 22 years old, and limited 
its use for all others. We were 
all horrifi ed watching the  sur-
veillance camera coverage of 
the beating that correction 
offi cer Jean Roston Souffrant 
 took from a gang of inmates at 
Rikers Island a few weeks ago. 
This offi cer is recovering from 
a spinal fracture and bleeding 
in his brain, among other in-
juries. The four who attacked 
Souffrant were all 21 years old 
or younger. 

Elias Husamudeen, Presi-
dent of the Corrections Offi -
cers’ Benevolent Association, 
who opposes the closing of 
Rikers, said after the attack 
that punitive segregation was 
the best way to keep inmates 
and offi cers safe.

“It gives us the right to seg-
regate; separate these particu-
lar types of inmates from the 
other inmates and from cor-
rection offi cers, which further 

protects us,” he said.
Of course, closing Rikers 

Island and opening new jails 
in our communities will not 
make life safer for correction 
offi cers.

Rikers, which is a 400-a-
cre island located in the East 
River between Queens and the 
Bronx, currently houses about 
9,000 inmates. The 10 jails 
on the island can hold up to 
15,000. In order to close Rikers 
and have enough space for the 
inmates in the new jails across 
the city, the inmate popula-
tion must be cut to 5,000. Does 
anyone doubt that, come hell 
or high water, this mayor and 
Council will make sure this 
happens? 

I do not understand how an 
arbitrary number of prison-
ers can be determined. Only 
20 years ago, Rikers Island 
was fi lled to capacity with a 
barge to hold additional pris-
oners docked off the island. 
If there is a rise in the prison 
population, we will be kicking 
ourselves for closing Rikers 
and spending more taxpayer 
money to build additional jails 
in our communities. 

What New Yorkers should 
fear is the possibility that, in 

order to force the prison pop-
ulation down to 5,000, we will 
see early release for crimi-
nals, little or no jail time for 
more crimes, and turning a 
blind eye to others. 

Maybe we have already 
seen a preview of this with 
Manhattan District Attorney 
Cy Vance’s recent announce-
ment that he will no longer 
prosecute fare beating on sub-
ways. The Brooklyn District 
Attorney has indicated he 
will follow this policy as well. 
What other crimes will be ig-
nored because our district at-
torneys think they are not 
worthy of prosecution, or to 
make sure the prison popula-
tion goes down so we can close 
Rikers Island?

Rather than correcting the 
mismanagement, violence, 
and corruption at Rikers Is-
land, it is unfortunate that 
our city leaders are support-
ing policies and plans that put 
correction offi cers and law-
abiding citizens at risk.

Bob Capano has been an 
adjunct political science pro-
fessor at the City University of 
New York who has worked for 
Republican and Democratic 
elected offi cials in Brooklyn.

Rikers Island: The perfect place for a jail

THE RIGHT 
VIEW

Bob Capano
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date: 03/02/2018. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
'15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

16k miles, Stk#32423

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$13,995

37k miles, Stk#34467

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA PILOT

35k miles, Stk#36219

$15,950
'17 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

$16,888
1,813 miles, Stk#30599

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50

PLUS TAX & TAGS
44k miles, Stk#34514

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

SCAAPEPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
37,331 miles, Stk#34471

PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#35901

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
41k miles, Stk#35579

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#31477

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$11,995$11,888$11,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

42,750 miles, Stk#3686120k miles, Stk#M3908154k miles, Stk#M38025
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,995

39k miles, Stk#31564

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
108k miles, Stk#31719

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

28k miles, Stk#31683

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC'13 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'09 HONDA PILOT
$6,995

125k miles, Stk#34486

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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IDEAS FOR SWEET 16s | PARTIES | PROMS | WEDDINGS | & MORE

Party
&Prom
GUIDE | 2018

Feet don’t 
fail me now!
Avoid painful shoe drama

perfection
Hair
How to get the look of 
your dreams for your 
big celebration

Cover courtesy of 
Terani Couture
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Many schools are imposing strict restrictions on 
prom attendance. While administrators cite 
safety as the primary reason for such restric-

tions, many graduating students are not happy with the 
babying behavior.

For most prom-goers, the rituals for this special night 
include formal wardrobe, taking photos, riding together 
with friends, and the purchase of corsages or other small 
trinkets of aff ection. But many students now fi nd they 
have to go through a checklist of potential don’ts before 
they can receive entry to the prom.

AGE LIMITS
Age limits are imposed on many things, including en-

try to movies and clubs, to purchase alcohol or tobacco 
products, and to obtain driver’s licenses, to name a few. 
Such restrictions have, in many cases, been put in place 
to keep young people from engaging in risky behavior. 

Students going to the prom may fi nd that their school 
places restrictions on who they can they bring as a date, 
especially according to age. Many schools set a cut-off  
where individuals age 21 or older are not allowed to at-
tend. Th is is likely because it limits the chances of alcohol 
being introduced into the dance. Also, for legal reasons, 

there may be restrictions on students under the legal 
adult age bringing someone older to the dance.

WARDROBE
Many young men and women may be following the 

fashion trends currently dictated by Hollywood and 
beyond, not all choices may be acceptable at school. In 
2010, more than a dozen students at Oxford High School 
in Alabama were disciplined for dress code violations 
thanks to their choices in prom gowns.

Students may fi nd dress code policies prohibit dresses 
that are above the knee, ones that show cleavage below 
the breastbone, or materials that are sheer or too reveal-
ing. Depending on the school, there also may be limits 
as to what girls and guys are allowed to wear, such as 
no tuxedos or suits for the girls and no dresses for the 
guys.

Schools that impose a dress code may mail home ad-
visements of the policy, or it may be up to the students to 
fi nd out the restrictions from administration.

ALCOHOL SCREENING
In an eff ort to prevent drunk driving injuries and fa-

talities, some schools have implemented alcohol screen-

ing procedures. Alcohol-related crashes are one of the 
leading causes of death come prom time. Also, alcohol 
is said to reduce people’s inhibitions, which can increase 
risky behavior, such as having unprotected sex.

Students who attended the Saratoga Springs High 
School Prom in 2011 had to submit to an alcohol screen-
ing to prove they had not been drinking before enter-
ing the prom. Passive alcohol sensors as well as coat and 
bag checks were used prior to and during the dance to 
detect alcohol consumption. Th e school stated that the 
policy was put in place after two students were hospital-
ized and 21 were disciplined after engaging in underage 
drinking at a prior dance. 

Th ese are not the only restrictions some schools 
implement. Across the country, dates have been banned 
after criminal background checks turn up past misde-
meanors. Some schools require parents prescreen poten-
tial not-from-the-school dates, or these students must 
be vouched for by their own principals.

Some students and parents say that these restric-
tions are benefi cial for the safety of the classmates. Oth-
ers argue it is a violation of personal rights. However, if 
the students don’t agree with the policies, he has every 
right not to attend the prom.  

PROM RULES
  TO PROTECT STUDENTS
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PROM

SELECTED TOP 200
Brooklyn Company 

VOTED 1ST PLACE
BEST SALON 

RANKED TOP 5 
of 20,000 Salons
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GET 10% OFF 
Your Prom 

Hair Service 
With This Ad Only

PROM STYLES
2018

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial

Paris 

Up-Dos
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Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial



32    COURIER LIFE,MARCH 2-8, 2018 B GM BR

Don’t let your 
footwear ruin 
your big night
Most young women looking forward to prom 

or their Sweet 16 party are most excited 
about the chance to dress up and have 

their hair and makeup done. However, it can be 
difficult to be the life of the party or have fun at 
special events when uncomfortable footwear spoils 
the day.

For centuries, women have been renowned for 
the fashions they wear on their feet. But such fash-
ion often comes with a steep price: pain. In fact, 
in ancient Chinese tradition, it was customary for 
girls’ feet to be bound to inhibit the growth of feet 
and show off impossibly small shoe creations. The 
ideal length for a bound foot was roughly three 
inches. These small feet were seen as desirable and 
generally guaranteed a successful, wealthy hus-
band.

Most women do not subject themselves to this 
sort of foot manipulations today, but there are 
plenty who squeeze into uncomfortable shoes in 
an effort to look taller, more elongated, or beau-
tiful. Though uncomfortable footwear might be 
bearable for short periods of time, when hours are 
spent standing or dancing, uncomfortable shoes 
can prove torturous.

To avoid pain during your special day, choose 
shoes that will marry comfort with beauty. Here 
are some considerations:

Grab a platform. Instead of stiletto heels, con-
sider shoes that add height by way of a platform 
heel. The f lat sole will mimic walking in f lat shoes, 
but the platform will offer the desired height.

Go shorter. Choose a shorter dress that works 
well with f lats or low heels. Many women gravi-
tate toward high heels when wearing f loor-length 
gowns to avoid hemming the dress or to make it 
easier to maneuver around without the bottom of 
the gown puddling on the f loor. When that obsta-
cle is removed by way of a shorter dress, it opens 
up the possibilities for lower-profile shoes.

Think about wearing flashy flip-flops or 
sandals. There are many sandal styles that have 
been made more glamorous by way of rhinestones 
and other embellishments. These can look just as 
beautiful as other styles and be more comfort-
able for dancing. Plus, they’ll enable the feet to 
breathe.

Strive for comfort. If you must wear heels, 
spend a little more and select a brand known for 
emphasizing comfort in its designs. Many manu-
facturers are well-known for creating comfortable 

designs that feature f lexible, lightweight soles and 
for adding padding to the shoes to cradle the feet. 
Other shoes can be enhanced with gel inserts and 
other custom orthotics.

Bring a spare pair of shoes. Different brands 
now offer foldable f lat ballet shoes that can be 
stowed in a purse or bag and thrown on in a pinch 
— especially when the pinch comes by way of un-
comfortable heels. 

Pack a first-aid kit for your feet. To allevi-
ate aches and pains, create an emergency kit with 
bandages, moleskin, a topical anesthetic, and even 
soothing foot powder to revive feet plagued by 
pain or blisters.

Uncomfortable shoes can put a damper on prom 
and Sweet 16 festivities. Choosing comfortable 
shoes can mean the difference between having a 
good time or ending the evening early.  

SHOES?
How comfortable are your
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SERVING NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY

New Cadillac 
Escalade

with Jet Door

Hummer H2

Party Bus

New Infi niti
with Jet Door

New Chrysler 300
with Jet Door

Pink H2 
20 passenger

53 Passenger
Limo Bus

545-4667

www.MyPromLimousine.com  (see our web site for specials)
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Flowers!
A classic fi nishing touch

Don’t forget a corsage 
and boutonniere

Special events in a person’s life are often made more beautiful with fl owers. 
Such is the case prom night, when it is customary for couples attending the 
prom to exchange fl owers with each other. Th ese are usually presented in the 

form of corsages and boutonnieres.
A corsage is a single fl ower or several small fl owers worn pinned to clothing or 

attached to an elastic band worn on the wrist. 
Th e fl owers should appear with the stem facing down, just as the fl owers would 

grow naturally. 
Boutonnieres are a single fl ower or bud worn by a gentleman. Th e name is French 

and comes from the word “buttonhole.” Boutonnieres can be tucked into a button-
hole on the lapel or pinned in place.

Certain fl owers, such as carnations and roses, are traditionally used as bouton-
nieres. A white gardenia is sometimes seen as superior to the carnation. Corsage 
fl owers are often varied and are usually selected to coordinate with the color of 
the gown being worn. Corsages and boutonnieres can match so others can easily 
identify couples.  

Hollywood Service Since 1989!

www.MilaLimo.com | Email: milalimo2010@gmail.com

Limo - Kareta
   Interior

718-232-8973

 

COSMETIC: 718.833.2793 OFFICE: 718.833.7616
.    WWW.BAYRIDGEDERM.COM   Most Insurances Accepted

Get perfect skin for your special day

BAY RIDGE SKIN & CANCER DERMATOLOGY, P.C.
.

, RPA-C
, RPA-C

, RPA-C
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Over 30 vehicles 
on premise to choose fro

*

Brooklyn
1421-86th Street | Brooklyn, NY 11228

718.232.7273
Staten Island

2041 Hylan Blvd. | Staten Island, NY 10306

718.351.7273

Lincoln M

Hummer H2 Infinity QExpedition Infinon Hummer H2
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om!

Stretch Limousines  Stretch SUV Limousines  Luxury Coach Buses

*10 hours minimum. One offer per reservation. Not to be combined with any other offer, Must mention at the time of booking.  
Offer not refundable for cash.   

Hours
FREE*

on Buses

Hours
FREE*
on any Stretch

Limousines
on any Stretch  

Limousine

$
OFF*

on any SUV
or Bus

$
OFF*

EscaladeChrysler 300 NavigatorChrysler 300MKT

QX 56 Luxury Coach Bus Luxury Coach Tandom BusTTanddom BBBusLuxury Coach Bus
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        Servicing All Areas Of New York & New Jersey

 Limousine Service

SHOWCASE: MON. & THURS. 4–7:30PM 
Other Days Call for Appointment

 CHRYSLER 10 TO 12 PASSENGER 
   - MKT 14 PASSENGER

Bus Passenger 26 , 35

Book Before
April 15th, 2018

Get 2 Hours FREE
Chrysler Bentley 
10-12 passenger 

see below

Great Proms
Begin With Special Moments

Dateless for prom need not be a 
downer. High-schoolers envi-
sion many diff erent scenarios 

for prom night. Th ey may have their 
wardrobe picked out, the transporta-
tion arranged and the group of friends 
with whom they will celebrate. What 
prom-goers may not foresee is heading 
to the prom without a date. Th e reality 
is that students go solo to the prom each 
year and still have a very good time in 
the process.

Prom is a highlight of high school 
for many teenagers. But a great deal 
of pressure is placed on students come 
prom night, when students’ worries 
about their attire pale in comparison 
to the social pressure many feel. Many 
would-be prom-goers would prefer to go 
without a date to alleviate some of the 
pressure to live up to certain prom night 
expectations. Today it is quite common 
for groups of friends to go to prom or 
homecoming together.

For students attending the prom 
without a date, there are still ways to 
enjoy the event to the fullest. Th ese 
are some tips for having fun at prom if 
you’re going stag.

Establish a party within a party. 
Use the prom as an excuse to hold a sin-
gles mixer. Spread the word that there 
will be opportunities for other single-
tons to meet at the prom and perhaps 
pair off  if a connection is made. Th ere 

are likely many other boys and girls at 
the school who are attending without a 
date, making prom night a perfect op-
portunity to meet someone new. Know-
ing there will be a new group of friends 
to meet once they arrive could motivate 
students to attend.

Take a friend. Provided the school 
doesn’t have strict rules about prom 
“couples,” bring whatever friend you 
want to be your prom “date.” You are 
likely to feel much more comfortable 
with someone you know by your side 
hamming it up for photographs and 
making sure you don’t share all of your 
secret dance moves on the dance fl oor.

Sibling set-up. Sometimes a well-
meaning brother or sister can suggest 
one of his or her friends to be a date for 
the prom. Older siblings who have al-
ready gone through the ritual of prom 
and understand the pressure of fi nding 
a date may alleviate those concerns by 
making a match for their teenaged rela-
tive. Th e date needn’t be a romantic one, 
but just a way to spend time together 
and pose for pictures.

Take to social media. Social media 
has enabled teens to expand their social 
circles regardless of geography. Ask a so-
cial media friend who might live outside 
of your school district to be your date 
for the prom. Th is can be a great way 
to grow your friendship and have a fun 
night together.

for prom

It doesn’t have to be a downer

Dateless

866-455-LIMO (5466) ~ 718-816-9475

 Luxury at Affordable Prices  Courteous Drivers
Serving the Tri-State Area and New Jersey

Limo Bus                                         Escalade                                     Chrysler 300
Get 1 Hour FREE With A 10 Hour “Limo” Booking

Prom -Sweet 16

Specialist
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TUXEDOWORLD
Tuxedos, Ties, Shirts, Shoes & Vests Since 1985

$50.00 OFF 
any prom rental

BOOK PRIOR TO MARCH 31, 2018 
AND GET AN ADDITIONAL $10.00 OFF

Large Selection of “Slim Fit Tuxedos”
in Black, Navy, Grey, Royal, White

Red, Powder Blue, plus others

2791 Richmond Ave., Staten Island, NY 10314 (Near the mall)

718-698-4859
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

GRAND-PLAZA.COM
718.967.4034

23 A Nelson Avenue, Staten Island
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FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY
We Beat Internet Prices  JolynTravel@aol.com

718-232-3139    917-797-7341

JOLYN
    TRAVEL

Shop Us Last
For The Best Vacation Package 

Prices...

Shop Us Last
For The Best Vacation Package 

Prices...

JOLYN
    TRAVEL

PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

Celebrating 30 Years

VACATION PACKAGES
 All-Inclusive
 Cruises
 Disney

 Flights/Hotels
 Group Travel
 International Travel

Once you have chosen 
your beaded gown, 
party-worthy hair is 

next on the priority lists. A 
fresh haircut or an intricate 
updo can perfectly comple-
ment a well-planned ward-
robe. Some party-goers will 
dabble in styling techniques 
and products at home, but 
many will be visiting salons 
to perfect their luxurious 
locks.

For girls, the big night 
presents an opportunity to 

Party hair
Eleven steps to perfect

indulge in a complete grooming package 
that will include hair, makeup, nails, 
and faux tanning.

During prom season, salons are 
bound to fi ll appointments quickly, so 
teens should start planning their looks 
early on. Th e following tips can help you 
look your best come party night:

1.Select your dress and jewelry 
fi rst. Choosing your dress and 

jewelry fi rst allows you to customize 
your hairstyle to complement the rest 
of your look. Many girls want to follow a 
theme, such as romantic or sleek, come 
the big night, and hairstyle is an impor-
tant element of such themes. 

2.Book a trial appointment at 
the salon. When booking your 

hairstyle appointment, which should 
be done at least a month in advance of 
party night, book a trial appointment as 
well. Bring photos of your gown to your 
trial appointment and ask the stylist to 
make suggestions on which looks will 
complement the gown.

3. Keep your hair texture and cut 
in mind when choosing a hair-

style. Although great stylists often can 
work magic with your hair, they can’t do 
the impossible. If you have short hair 
and want a long, cascading style, you 
will need to invest in extensions. La-
dies with naturally curly hair may have 
to spend more time in the chair having 
their hair straightened if they want a 
sleek bob. Sometimes it’s in your best 
interest to work with your hair’s natural 
texture.

4. Get a grasp of your role in craft-
ing your hairstyle. Speak with 

your stylist about how long before the 
party you should undergo any chemical 
processes, including perms, coloring, 
straightening, or relaxing treatments. 
Do not make drastic changes right be-
fore the the big night. Any modifi cations 
should be made a few months before the 
big night so you can get acclimated to 
your new hair and make any necessary 
adjustments.

5. Take care of your hair so that it 
is healthy. Stick to a regular hair 

maintenance schedule, including trims 
every four to six weeks, so your locks 
look healthy on party night. Depend-
ing on your hair texture, a stylist may 

recommend deep-conditioning treat-
ments. Always be gentle with your hair, 
avoiding tugging or harsh brushing 
while it is wet, as such treatment can 
lead to breakage.

6. Practice, practice, practice if 
you are going it alone. Make 

several trial runs if you plan to do your 
own hair, asking a friend or family 
member for help if you have diffi  culty 
working on your own hair.

7. Don’t go crazy cleaning your 
hair. Oftentimes, complicated 

styles are more easily achieved with 
slightly “dirty” hair. Do not wash your 
hair the day of the party; do so the day 
before so your hair has more grip and 
will be less likely to slip out of pins or 
other hair accessories on the big day. 
Adding a little texturizer or pomade to 
hair can thicken it up and give it more 
hold as well.

8. Have a backup plan at the 
ready. A backup plan covers you if 

your hair simply isn’t cooperating or if 
the weather is not conducive to the style 
you selected. A sleek chignon or a messy 
French twist can reign in problem hair.

9. Call the salon before you leave 
the house to ensure the stylist 

is running on time. Call ahead so you 
aren’t left twiddling your thumbs as you 
wait for a tardy stylist at the salon. In 
addition, wear a shirt that can be re-
moved easily without disrupting your 
newly styled hair as you change into 
your dress.

10. Don’t forget hair accesso-
ries. Ask your stylist to rec-

ommend any accessories you may need 
to keep your hair looking great through 
the night and don’t forget them at 
home.

11. Keep your makeup artist in 
the loop. If a makeup artist 

will be doing your makeup, be sure he or 
she is brought up to speed on your party 
night hairstyle and the type of dress you 
will be wearing.

Prom night and your Sweet 16 are 
chances for teens to add some glamour 
to their lives. Hairstyles are a big part 
of the fi nished look, so consideration 
should be given to styles and the work 
necessary to keep hair looking great 
through the night.  
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il FORNETTO RISTORANTE & CATERING
2902 Emmons Ave. • Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn 

(Btwn Nostrand Ave. & E.29th St.)
(718) 332-8494

ilForne� oRestaurant.com

Inquire about our
Unique Sweet 16 packages

sotto13 .com

celebrate your event

|
|

follow us @sotto13nyc

Rehearsal Dinners 

Festive Cocktail Receptions 

Engagement Parties 

Bridal Showers

Wedding Receptions

Contact Us Now  
For Date Availability & Details

SOCIAL BRUNCH PARTY
Our all-inclusive, popular brunch is rated one of 
the best in NYC and memory making experience.

DINNER EVENTS
Group dining packages available for  

intimate parties or groups up to 75 ppl.  
The perfect environment to celebrate.
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Let us make your Wedding, Prom, Sweet 16, Quinceañera, or Bat Mitzvah 
“the” glamour event, by outfi tting your entire party

Now Featuring Tuxedo Rentals, Christening, and Communion too!

Woodbridge Center 
Upper Level, JCPenney Wing, Woodbridge, NJ 07095

(732) 750-1174

Staten Island Mall
Upper Level, Primark Wing, Staten Island, NY 10314

 (718) 370-2984

Featuring styles from these manufacturers, and more:

We register every dress we sell! 

Christening/Communion

www.angelaandalison.com

www.ashleylauren.com

www.bonny.com
www.colorsdress.com

www.clarisse.us

www.elliewilde.com
www.helensheart.com
www.houseofwu.com

www.karishmacreations.com

www.lafemmefashion.com
www.luccilu.com

www.marysbridal.com
www.milanoformals.com
www.moncheribridals.com

www.morilee.com
www.ninacanacci.com
www.rachelallan.com

www.seancollection.com
www.sherrihill.net

www.teranicouture.com
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Sweet 16 Parties
Quinceanera

Wedding Venue 
Private Parties

CATERERS

Sirico’s party planners 
will assist you 

in planning everything 
from music to decor and food 

that goes beyond expectations.

Affordable pricing. Friendly staff. 
Exceptional food.

Theme parties, special lighting?
You name it...we will create it...

VOTED TOP SWEET 16 VENUE

8023 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11228

Valet Service

718–331–2900
info@siricos.net

www.siricos.net

~
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, 
some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. 

Publication date 03/02/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

8k miles, Stk#3480242k miles, Stk#723132

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD EXPLORER

32,181 miles, Stk#37193

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707

$27,995$27,288$24,900
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,995$22,995
'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M3903513k miles, Stk#M39051

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

HEROKEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
23,114 miles, Stk#34718

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888

37k miles, Stk#35672

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
49K miles, Stk#32110

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893

$12,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 ACURA ILX

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

$10,588

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
BUY 
FOR:

$9,400
39k miles, Stk#32001

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39,600 miles, Stk#35990

$8,995BUY 
FOR:

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTAROGUGUEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

49k miles, Stk#34212

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
   $9,988BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA ACCORD

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#30539

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#2499846k miles, Stk#30543
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'15 DODGE DURANGO'16 CLA 250
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

9:45 am
What to do now to protect your 
family’s assets later

10:30 am
Understanding managed 
long term care 

11:15 am
Preventing elder care fraud

12:00 pm
Estate Planning and the benefi ts 
and pitfalls of probate

12:45 pm 
Closing the NYC mobility gap

1:30 pm 
Taking charge: Know your 
healthcare options and how to 
access them at every stage of life

Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

Seminars will fi ll up. Reserve your spots now at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

S P O N S O R S

Sunday, March 11th

9:30am – 2pm
New Larger Location!
QUEENS COLLEGE
FITZGERALD GYM
Reeves Ave. Entrance at 153rd St., Flushing, NY 11367
(Just south of the LIE between Main St.Exit 23 and Kissena Blvd. Exit 24)
For GPS directions enter 153rd St. and Reeves Ave., Queens, NY

The event will feature 
informa tional seminars and 
more than 50 vendor booths 
showcasing a variety of 
facilities, products and services 
such as assisted living, home 
care, pooled trusts, legal 
advice, insurance options, 
adult day care, audiology, 
elder care options, community 
wellness initiatives, and more.

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2018

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE  Parking
FREE Lunch if you register by March 8th
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New York State is making it harder for 
residents receiving Medicaid to get home 
care. But by following the proper steps 
and being persistence, a family can still 
get the required home care necessary for 
their loved one. KatarzynaBialasiewicz

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
New York State residents receiving Medicaid home 
care must prepare for another hurdle when requesting 
more hours. Starting April 1, 2018, the New York State 
Department of Health is changing the appeal process 
when an agency denies more service. This new obsta-
cle makes it harder to get increased home care hours, 
but with an understanding of how to precede and by 
knowing what information to present, a family can 
still get increased home care on appeal. 

When a family requests more hours through a Med-
icaid home care service, the agency sends a nurse to 
reassess the client’s needs.  If the agency rules against 
the request, it sends a written summary to the family 
stating the reasons for the denial.   

Once the denial is received, the family may chal-
lenge the decision through an appeal. Before April 1, 
families could request an internal appeal through the 
home care agency or request a Fair Hearing. A Fair 
Hearing is an appeal before an administrative law 
judge from the New York State Offi ce of Temporary 
and Disability Assistance. Many families prefer this 
option, reasoning they are more likely to win an ap-
peal through an impartial third party.

Starting on April 1, families will not be permitted 
to request a Fair Hearing until they have fi led an ap-
peal though the agency. A decision can take up to 30 
days. Only after the agency refuses more service can 
the family request a Fair Hearing.  

This lengthy process often discourages families 
from continuing the appeal process. Here are fi ve steps 
that can help families get increased home care hours: 

Step 1: Request the 
nurse’s assessment  

When an agency declines more care, it sends a sum-
mary of its fi ndings. The summary is taken from a 
more lengthy report that documents specifi c reasons 
the client does not need additional service. When you 
appeal the decision, request a copy of the nurse’s com-
plete report. Then get out your pencil.

Step 2: Highlight inaccuracies 
in the report

Read the assessment several times and circle all in-
accuracies. If the assessment states that your mom can 
walk 50 feet unassisted and you know she can barely 
stand up by herself, circle the statement. Look for other 
errors: Can your mom get in and out of the shower by 
herself? Can she dress or eat her meals unassisted? 

With this information available, you can begin 
your next step.

Step 3: Document your evidence 
To win an appeal you need concrete evidence. Start 

by documenting how well your mom can or cannot 
perform necessary daily activities. If your mother 
falls frequently, indicate the number of times and the 
dates. If she is unable to eat unassisted, record any 
weight loss. Ask for doctors’ records that substantial 
your evidence.

Step 4: File your appeal on time
The home care agency’s written denial must in-

clude how and when to appeal the decision. Note the 
deadline date and fi le your appeal before that time. If 
your appeal is late, you have already lost. Even when 
you get the appeal in on time it can take up to a month 
to receive an answer. 

Step 5: Request a fair hearing 
and bring your evidence

The request for a fair hearing must be fi led within 10 
days of receiving a denial. When you go to the hearing, 
bring concrete evidence proving the reason for your 
request. This should include doctor’s letters, hospital 
admission, and witness statements. These are called 
exhibits. Number all the exhibits and hand them to the 
judge. After the judge hears and reviews the case, she 
will send a letter stating her decision. With proper evi-
dence, you can win your appeal.

New York State is making it harder to get increased 
Medicaid home care, but it is not impossible. Families 
must be aware of the new procedures to win an appeal. 
The state might be making the process more diffi cult, 
but by following the proper steps and by being persis-
tence, a family can still get the required home care for 
their loved one. 

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care advisor, advocate, 
and founder of ElderCareGiving, a service that helps 
families make diffi cult care decision for aging loved 
ones. She understands the regulations covering long-
term care, helps with life transitions, and monitors care 
through regular visits. She teaches advocacy skills to 
caregivers and professionals. For more information, 
visit www.joannaleefer.com.

Five steps to getting more home care
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Perhaps thanks to a struggling econ-
omy and an unpredictable stock 
market that has resulted in many 

retirement nest eggs being decimated, 
more and more adult children are wel-
coming their aging parents into their 
homes. Such living situations have led 
to a growth in in-law suites. 

In-law suites are often created by 
converting a room in the house, such 
as the basement or even a garage, into 
a livable suite. Such suites can benefi t 
elderly relatives who might have been 
dealt an unforeseen fi nancial blow. But 
in-law suites can also benefi t younger 
homeowners who want to see their par-
ents more. In addition, when older men 
and women move in with their adult 
children, they can provide some neces-
sary relief from the escalating cost of 
daycare.

But before building an in-law suite in 
their home, homeowners might want to 
heed the following tips:

Be certain it is legal. Making 
changes to your home may require a 
permit, particularly if your in-law suite 
will be an entirely new addition to your 
property and not just a strict room re-
model. Contact your local zoning board 
to ensure the project is within your 
rights as a homeowner.

Consider the health of your in-

laws when making plans. Many in-
law suites are occupied by aging rela-
tives who might not be able to get up and 
down stairs as easily as they used to. 
That makes accessibility of the suite a 
top priority. Typically, it’s best to locate 
in-law suites on the fi rst fl oor, so rela-
tives won’t fi nd it diffi cult to get in and 
out of the suite.

 Don’t overlook privacy. Just be-
cause your parents or in-laws will be 
moving in doesn’t mean they don’t still 
value their privacy. Chances are your 

relatives will initially feel as though 
they are invading your space and your 
privacy, so be sure the suite affords ad-
equate privacy to all members of the 
household. It might be best to build the 
suite so it has its own separate entrance 
from the rest of the home. The suite 
should also have its own full bathroom 
and, if possible, its own kitchen area so 
your in-laws can cook for themselves 
and entertain their own guests without 
feeling like a burden. A second kitchen 
is also something to discuss with a zon-

ing board, as some locales prohibit hav-
ing two complete kitchens in a single 
residence.

Tailor certain amenities to the el-

derly. If your in-laws are older, install 
certain amenities, such as grab bars in 
the shower and bathroom, during the 
initial construction so you won’t have 
to make changes down the road. Install 
easy-open drawers and make sure the 
suite has ample lighting.

Remember to install safety fea-

tures. Safety features like fi re, smoke, 
and carbon monoxide detectors are a ne-
cessity. Make sure the alarms on each 
of these detectors are loud enough so el-
derly men and women who have hearing 
loss can hear them without issue. Make 
sure all walkways leading to the in-
law suite have motion-detecting lamps 
at night to reduce risk of falling. Also, 
if the suite will be a separate building 
from your house, such as a converted 
pool house or detached garage, install 
an intercom system that connects with 
the main house so your relatives can 
easily reach you in case of emergency.

In-law suites are becoming more pop-
ular as a greater number of older adults 
are moving in with their adult children. 
Such suites can bring families closer to-
gether and prove benefi cial for all par-
ties involved.  

BY RIMAS JASIN AND JUDY ZANGWILL
There are an estimated 425,000 caregivers in New 
York City helping family members with Alzheim-
er’s and other dementias.

If you are an Alzheimer’s caregiver, we salute 
you for all you do. Here are fi ve tips to make a dif-
fi cult job a little easier:

 
Plan for the future 

During the early stages of the disease, it’s impor-
tant to make provisions for the later stages. This is 
the best time to talk with your loved one about his 
or her wishes regarding medical care decisions 
and estate planning. The discussion may be diffi -
cult and emotionally fraught, but it will be helpful 
in the long term. Start by working with your fam-
ily member to draft documents known as advance 
directives. 

One, known as a living will, outlines what kind 
of life-prolonging medical treatment the family 
member will want to receive when he or she be-
comes terminally ill or permanently unconscious. 
Another, called a healthcare proxy, designates an-
other person to make health care decisions when 
the family member is no longer able to do so. The 
early stages of the disease is also the best time to 
help your loved one with fi nancial planning, which 
includes drafting a will and making sure that all 
necessary insurance is in order.

Also, during the early stages, talk with your 
family member’s doctor about a plan of action for 
medical care. This is also a good time to communi-
cate with friends and more distant family members 
about your loved one’s diagnosis. Some may want to 
make plans to visit the loved one during the early 

stages. Others may volunteer to help with caregiv-
ing.

 
Get organized 

That means doing all you need to do to follow 
the doctor’s plan of action, such as keeping a list of 
medications handy and keeping track of the family 
member’s dietary needs. Prepare a document list-
ing all the important details so that friends, family 
members, or aides know what to do if they pitch in 
as caregivers. Consider keeping a journal to docu-
ment your family member’s changes over time.

 
Remember you’re not alone

Support is available, and you don’t have to do 
all the caregiving by yourself. Presbyterian Se-
nior Services and Sunnyside Community Services 
are multi-service nonprofi t organizations in New 
York City that provide comprehensive services to 
Alzheimer’s caregivers, including respite services, 
long-term care planning, peer support groups, 
counseling services, caregiver skills training, and 
transportation for medical appointments and shop-
ping. Social service agencies in cities and towns na-
tionwide provide a range of support services.

 
Take care of yourself

Don’t neglect your own health while caring for 
a family member; you can provide the best care 
only when you’re in good health yourself.  That 
means keeping your medical appointments, exer-
cising, and maintaining a healthy diet. Recognize 
that caregiving is emotionally taxing, so take steps 
to avoid burnout: Take a break and make time for 
yourself. Call a friend and go out on occasion.

 
Give yourself credit for the tough 
job you’re doing

Don’t discount the importance of your care-
giver role. When you seek out help, don’t lose sight 
of your role as a partner with the professionals in 
providing care to your loved one. You are making a 
positive difference in the life of someone you love, 
and even if  he or she can’t always express apprecia-
tion, know that you are a hero.

Rimas Jasin is the executive director of Presbyte-
rian Senior Services. Judy Zangwill is the executive 
director of Sunnyside Community Services.

ELDERCARE TODAY

Things to consider when building an in-law suite

Many seniors are moving in with their adult children to help care for grandkids and provide 
some relief from a sagging economy.

Five tips for Alzheimer’s caregivers

When you’re caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s, it’s im-
portant to take care of yourself as well.
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llergies can develop at 
any age, and although 
it’s not known exactly 

why, the prevalence of adult-
onset allergies in the United 
States is increasing.  For peo-
ple over the age of 65, it is es-
pecially important to look for 
symptoms of seasonal aller-
gies — including sneezing, 
runny nose, congestion, and 
itchy and/or watery eyes. Al-
lergy symptoms can be par-
ticularly dangerous to seniors 
with preexisting cardiovascu-
lar issues.  

“I always tell my patients 
that with allergies, it is like 
having a cup. Each trigger 
fills up the cup a little more. 
When the cup overflows, that 
is when you have symptoms,” 
said Cascya Charlot, MD, al-
lergist affiliated with NewY-
ork-Presbyterian Brooklyn 
Methodist Hospital. “Man-
aging allergies means being 
aware of and controlling all 
of the different potential trig-
gers.”

People over the age of 65 
should speak to their doctor 
right away if they notice any 

seasonal allergy symptoms. 
A physician will be able to 
recommend treatments other 
than antihistamines, which 
may not be recommended for 
seniors due to the potential 
side effects.

If this is the case, it may be 
time to consider allergen im-

munotherapy (AIT). AIT is 
commonly known as “allergy 
shots” and entails patients re-
ceiving a small amount of the 
simulated allergen via injec-
tions to increase their toler-
ance to these allergens over 
time. “Allergen immunother-
apy is broken down into two 

phases: buildup and main-
tenance,” said Dr. Charlot. 
“During the buildup phase, 
patients receive shots once a 
week over the course of sev-
eral months. Once they have 
built up their tolerance to 
their allergens, they enter 
the maintenance phase. This 
phase is much less intensive, 
and requires them to get shots 
once or twice a month for 
three to five years.”

A number of recent stud-
ies have showed that individ-
uals over the age of 65 also 
successfully respond to AIT 
for respiratory allergy. There-
fore, there is no reason to ex-
clude elder patients from AIT, 
but preexisting conditions 
and prescribed medications 
should always be disclosed to 
an allergist prior to receiving 
treatment.

Dr. Charlot said that pa-
tients are extremely satis-
fied with the treatment, es-
pecially once they reach the 
maintenance phase. “There 
is an 80 percent success rate 
with this treatment, which 
is extremely high,” she said. 

“Patients notice a significant 
decrease in symptoms, and 
experience a better quality 
of life.”

In order to control indoor 
allergies, it is important to 
maintain the home in a way 
that will reduce exposure 
to allergens. People over the 
age of 65 should be living in 
a home with clean air vents, 
as poor ventilation can in-
crease the present of dust.  
Able-bodied friends and fam-
ily members should help the 
aging population clean their 
homes or hire reliable clean-
ers. If someone over 65 is ex-
periencing allergy symptoms 
indoors, they can also limit 
time around pets if there are 
any in the home, and cover 
any mattresses and bedding 
with mite proof covers to keep 
the dust mites at bay.

To schedule an appointment 
with an allergist affiliated with 
NewYork-Presbyterian Brook-
lyn Methodist, please call 718-
499-2273 or visit www.nyp.org/
brooklyn.  

—New York-Presbyterian 
Brooklyn Methodist Hospital

THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NEW YORK
is pleased to announce 

3 convenient locations with a new offi ce
in Midwood.

THE PREMIERE VASCULAR CENTER IN NEW YORK

IS THE ONLY COMPREHENSIVE CENTER
THAT SPECIALIZES IN 

VASCULAR MEDICINE AND SURGERY

ENRICO ASCHER, MD

ELEANORA IADGAROVA, NP

NATALIE MARKS, MD

ANIL HINGORANI, MD

LOCATIONS:
Brighton Beach:
2993 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11235

Midwood:
2523 Kings Highway 
Suite 1C
Brooklyn, NY 11229

Boro Park:
960 50th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11219

718-438-3800
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Visit our state-of-the-art facility located at 2025 Kings Hwy
718-339-6868 www.brightoneye.com

Most insurances accepted
TAKING CARE OF BROOKLYN’S EYES FOR OVER 27 YEARS

A D V E RT O R I A L

BRIGHTON EYE
Will I need glasses 

after cataract surgery?
Millie R. Fell, MD, FACS

By the year 2030, there will be 
70 million Americans over the age 
of 65. At least one out of every three 
Americans will have some sort of 
eye problem. Cataracts are one of 
the most common problems facing 
Americans, but fortunately surgery 
can usually restore vision.  With mod-
ern-day cataract surgery many pa-
tients can experience improved vision 
almost immediately.  Today, patients 
don’t only want improved vision, but 
also less dependency on glasses for 
driving, computer work and reading.  
There are new implants which for the 
right patient can lessen the necessity 
for glasses and can also correct astig-
matism. 

Every patient planning to undergo 
cataract surgery should have the fol-
lowing discussion with their ophthal-
mologist: 

1) How strongly do they want to 
not use glasses. 

2) What are their hobbies? 
Patients who need crisp distance 

glasses for example in order to play 
tennis are not necessarily good candi-
dates for the new multifocal implants.  
If the patient is still working, what kind 
of job do they hold and what vision 
requirements do they have? 

3) Do they drive? 
4) Do they use glasses for reading 

now? 
The new multifocal implants which 

make patients less dependent on 
glasses are not necessarily the best 
option for every patient.  A thorough 
discussion with your ophthalmologist 
is a must so that patients have real-
istic expectations about their vision 
after cataract surgery.

Clinical Assistant Professor 
of Ophthalmology NYU

Natural Solutions To Treating

Nearly 50 million Americans (one in six people) suffer from some form 
of Arthritis. Osteoarthritis and Rheumatoid Arthritis are the best known 
of over 100 chronic diseases of the joints, bones and muscles.

The pain and limited mobility caused by Arthritis and related joint 
diseases can destroy a person’s way of life and dramatically reduce 
their job performance. 

Discover what the former president of the Arthritis Foundation says         
is the true cause of Arthritis (and it is not simply a matter of aging).

Why do some people never get Arthritis? What is the secret to flexible, 
pain-free joints? Don’t think everyone has joint pain or Arthritis as they 
get older; the vast majority do not.

You do not need to suffer. Schedule this talk today! 

Let Dr. Adamo work with you to help alleviate your pain.

Most insurance accepted | Sliding scale fees for the uninsured  

DR. VINCENT ADAMO | LIVE HOLISTIC

Ar
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& Preventing 
Joint Disease

The public is quickly 
learning that drug abuse 
goes beyond the ille-

gal substances that are pur-
chased on the street. Abuse 
of drugs extends to the pre-
scription medications sitting 
in many medicine cabinets. 

Teenagers and young 
adults may be the fi rst to be 
stereotyped as prescription 
drug abusers, but seniors 
may have unwittingly be-
come mixed up in one of the 
most misused prescription 
classes: opioid pain reliev-
ers.

The problem of opioid 
abuse has been a growing is-
sue for years. The National 
Institute on Drug Abuse es-
timates 2.1 million people in 
the United States suffer from 
substance abuse of opioid 
pain relievers. Older patients 
are increasingly and repeat-
edly prescribed opioids to 
address chronic pain from 

arthritis, cancer, and other 
problems that become more 
apparent as people age. 

Data from U.S. Medicare 
recipients found that, in 2011, 
roughly 15 percent of seniors 
were prescribed an opioid 
after being discharged from 
the hospital. When followed 
up on three months later, 42 
percent were still taking the 
medication. Fast forward to 
2015, and almost one-third of 
all Medicare patients were 
prescribed opioid painkill-
ers by their physicians, says 
AARP. The Canadian Insti-
tute for Health Information 
says adults between the ages 
of 45 and 64 and seniors age 
65 and older had the highest 
rates of hospitalizations due 
to opioid poisoning over the 
past 10 years.

AARP also indicates 
nearly three million Amer-
icans age 50 or older have 
started to take painkillers 

for reasons beyond what 
their doctors prescribed. Ex-
perts from the Physicians for 
Responsible Opioid Prescrib-
ing warn that dependence on 
opioids can set in after just 
a few days. Discomfort and 
side effects can occur when 
the pills are stopped. Opioids 
can decrease pain at fi rst, but 
many people fi nd they can be 
less effective over time. 

As a result, patients need 
to take greater amounts. 
Although many people can 
take opioids in small doses 
for short periods of time 
without problems, many fi nd 
themselves overcome by a 
troubling addiction. Some 
doctors prefer not to use opi-
oids as a fi rst line of treat-
ment for chronic pain.

Another possible risk of 
opioids among seniors is that 
the medication can cause 
disorientation that may 
lead to falls and fractures. 

The senior care resource 
A Place for Mom also says 
that prescription narcotics 
may increase risk of respira-
tory arrest. What’s more, an 
older body may not absorb 
and fi lter medicines as effec-
tively as younger bodies can. 
This means that older adults 
might become addicted to 
or have side effects from a 
prescription drug at a lower 
dose.

Seniors concerned about 

opioids can discuss other op-
tions with their doctors, such 
as non-opioid medications 
and alternative therapies for 
pain management, like mas-
sage or acupuncture. If opi-
oids are prescribed, ask for 
the lowest dose and don’t ex-
ceed the time frame for tak-
ing the medicine. Only take 
the pills when absolutely 
necessary, and never mix 
opioids with alcohol or other 
substances.  

ELDERCARE TODAY

Opioid-addicted seniors 
are a serious problem

Opioid abuse is a problem for all age groups, including seniors.
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Call Today to Schedule a Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
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JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 AVENUE
( )
Take  B  or  Q  Train to Kings Highway        B68, B82 & B7

OFFICIAL 
DENTIST 

OF
NEW YORK 
RIVETERS

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy

Cosmetic dentistry / 
extreme makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early 
detection  of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography

Call 718-339-7878 today 
to schedule your private 
consultation with an expe-
rienced dentist in the latest 
dental implant technology.

IMPLANT
$1,250

(abutment and crown 
additional $1,250)

VENEER 
SPECIAL

Cosmetic Porcelain

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme makeove you have always wanted

Kiss Your
Dentures
Goodbye

...and say hello 
to the comfort 

and 
convenience 

of dental implants 
that 

look and function 
just like 

your natural teeth!

Senior Special

ELDERCARE TODAY

Let’s face it, communicating with 
someone who has Alzheimer’s or 
dementia is tough, particularly as 

the disease progresses and as changes 
in the brain make it diffi cult for the 
person to speak and understand even 
the simplest of words or ideas. When I 
was caring for my mother, communica-
tion problems caused us both confusion 
and stress. But, once I mastered a few 
basic guidelines, our time together was 
less frustrating and more enjoyable for 
both of us.  

The fi rst rule of communicating 
with someone who has dementia is to be 
patient, show empathy, and, above all, 
don’t argue. Regardless of the ability 
to express himself clearly, a person liv-
ing with Alzheimer’s has feelings and 
emotions. No matter how frustrated 
you may be with his or her inability to 
express themselves clearly, with con-
stant repetition or with language that 
doesn’t make sense, keep the tone of 
your response calm.  

Listen for clues as to what your fam-
ily member might be trying to say. For 
instance, “I want the picture box” might 
mean, “Turn on the television.” Avoid 
interrupting, correcting, or criticizing 
when he says something “wrong.”  

Always maintain eye contact when 
you’re listening or speaking to some-
one with Alzheimer’s or dementia, and 
try to sit or stand at their eye level. As 
the disease progresses, it will become 
more and more important to have close 
physical proximity for communication. 
For example, you may need to sit only 
a few inches away from someone in the 
later stages of the disease. Use physical 
touch, like a hand on their shoulder, 
to gently get their attention if it’s ap-
propriate. Speak slowly and clearly in 
a normal tone of voice at a normal vol-
ume. Try to sit together in a quiet, calm 
environment and minimize potential 
distractions like a TV or radio. 

When speaking to someone with de-
mentia, use brief and simple sentences 
of no more than fi ve words and keep it 
to one basic idea per sentence. Be spe-
cifi c about what you’re discussing. Us-

ing props can be helpful. One nice way 
to start a conversation is to remind a 
person of her accomplishments or en-
joyable experiences in her past. I en-
joyed showing my mother pictures of 
the family on my iPad and playing big 
band music, her favorite, while we sat 
together. 

If the person you are caring for can’t 
remember something, avoid quizzing 
him or pushing him to “try” to remem-
ber. It’s okay to offer to help a person 
with Alzheimer’s if he is trying to say 
or think of something, but avoid fi nish-
ing his sentences for him. If someone 
else is present, avoid speaking about 
the person with dementia in the third 
person, as if she can’t hear you.

Be prepared to repeat yourself with-
out getting frustrated or impatient. 
People with Alzheimer’s appreciate and 
deserve a calm and supportive attitude 
from others, even in the face of very 
challenging circumstances. Although 
someone with Alzheimer’s may not 
know why you are frustrated, he can 
certainly pick up on your tone and body 
language. Remember, you can also can 
communicate love, support, kindness, 
and care without language. Facial ex-
pressions, behavior, and physical de-
meanor all send dramatic and positive 
messages. 

Caring for someone with Alzheim-
er’s and dementia is often the hardest 
job anyone will have to do, but prepar-
ing yourself with the skills necessary 
to succeed will make both your and his 
life a little easier. 

For information about communica-
tions skills and other free caregiving 
resources and programs, call Caring-
Kind’s free 24-hour Helpline at (646) 
744–2900 or visit www.caringkindnyc.
org.

Care 
Chronicle
 Lou-Ellen Barkan

Communicating with someone 
who has Alzheimer’s or dementia

Communicating with a loved one who was Alzheimer’s or dementia can be frustrating, but 
caregivers must remember to be patient, show empathy, and not argue. iStock
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Available At No Charge
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HARBOR WATCH
In Nevada’s high desert is 
the Navy’s premiere tactical 
air warfare training center, 
home to the Naval Aviation 
Warfi ghting Development 
Center and its Strike Fighter 
Tactics Instructor program, 
known to the world as Top 
Gun.

A 2015 Midwood High 
School graduate and borough 
son is part of the Navy’s fi n-
est aviation fi ghter training 
facility in the world. 

Koraan Gatson is a hospi-
tal corpsman working with 
the Naval Branch Health 
Clinic Fallon, stationed 
aboard Naval Air Station 
Fallon, Nevada.

As a Navy hospital corps-
man working at the clinic, 
Gaston is responsible for 
ensuring that all patients, 
servicemembers, and their 
dependents coming into 
the clinic for vaccinations 
receive exactly what they 
need. 

“Growing up in Brook-
lyn and with a mother in 
the Marine Corps taught me 
the importance of aware-
ness, versatility, discipline, 
and respect,” said Gatson. 
“Values that have prepared 
me well for my job in the 
Navy.”

Top Gun began 48 years 

ago with the determination 
of nine pilots, the skepticism 
of the government, and al-
most no budget, as history 
would recall. In the early 
years it turned the tide of a 
losing air war in Vietnam, 
revolutionized military doc-
trine, inspired a Hollywood 
blockbuster, and attracted 
and trained the best allied 
pilots and air crew from all 
over the world.

Gatson plays a crucial 
role in the overall mission 
that fl ies more than 5,000 
adversary sorties per year 
in support of the Navy and 
Marine Corp Active and 
Reserve fl eet and replace-
ment squadrons, carrier 
air wings and marine air-
craft groups including the 
United States Air Force, Air 
Force Reserve and Air Na-
tional guard and Canadian 
Forces.  

According to Navy of-
fi cials, Top Gun is highly 
competitive and exposes 
Navy and Marine Corp pi-
lots to the most demanding 
training scenarios in fi ghter 
aviation lead by some of the 
most talented pilots in the 
world. Each pilot is hand-
selected for air-to-air and 
air-to-ground training and 
subsequently, as a Top Gun 
instructor. 

HARBOR WATCH
The number 100 can repre-
sent a perfect score or the 
percentage of complete de-
votion to a mission. It can 
mean much to many differ-
ent people. But in the world 
of Navy recruiting, the num-
ber 100 is an elusive goal 
that few achieve. Recently 
though, Petty Officer 2nd 
Class Andrew Kingston, 
an aviation structural me-
chanic, did just that when 
he helped guide his 100th ap-
plicant into the Navy.

At Navy Recruiting Dis-
trict Nashville, a common 
goal to aim for is 21 con-
tracts per year in order 
to earn entry into the “21 
Club.” Yet even that goal 
somewhat pales in compar-
ison to Kingston’s achieve-
ment when he earned the in-
formal title of centurion. It 
required a sustained rate of 
achievement almost double 
that of his peers for years on 
end. And as he got the news, 
he looked back on what it 
took to achieve it.

“It was a lot of hard work 
and I do get some pride out 
of it and the fact that I will 
always be able to take this 
accomplishment with me,” 
Kingston said.

Rather than ascribing 
his success to some particu-
lar talent or gift, he said it 
was simply a matter of con-
sistency.

“I took it month-by-
month, trying to help change 
as many lives as possible,” 
Kingston said.

And with 100 recruits to 
his credit, he has his fair 
share of stories and suc-
cesses. Some of them stop by 
during a break from their 
regular duty just to tell him 
how they feel.

“There are a lot of kids 
that say thank you and that 
makes it worth it,” Kingston 
said. “It feels great to be able 
to help someone who wants 
to join the Navy accomplish 

their goal, especially when 
they don’t come from partic-
ularly great circumstances 
to begin with.”

The three years of re-
cruiting in the same region 
has had a profound effect on 
Kingston as he has grown to 
know the people around him 
and the immense amount of 
people who have decided to 
volunteer for the Navy.

“I like being part of the 
community and going to the 
schools to talk to people. I 
met so many people doing 
this job and it’s been such a 
privilege to know them and 
help those who wanted to 
serve,” he said.

Kingston says that each 
time he talks to a new ap-
plicant, he tells them of the 
lessons that he has learned. 
One lesson is take advantage 
of every opportunity, such as 
using the benefits available 
to service members as he 
has by earning a higher edu-
cation. But mostly, Kingston 
says, he tells them to not be 
afraid to do something dif-
ferent, whether that is join-
ing the Navy or taking a 
hard assignment once they 
are in uniform.

“Don’t be afraid to ask, 
and don’t be afraid to volun-
teer for a job that may take 
you a new place,” he said.

JOIN THE SERVICE!: Aviation Structural Mechanic 2nd Class Andrew 
Kingston, a native of Columbus, Ohio, achieved the rare distinction of 
helping place 100 sailors in the Navy. Petty Offi cer 1st Class Timothy Walter

HE’S THE TOPS: Hospitalman Koraan Gatson is part of the Navy’s fi n-
est aviation training facility in the world. Gary Ward

Brooklynite part 
of elite program

Hit the 100 mark
Recruitment offi cer goes above and beyond
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HARBOR WATCH
Airman 1st Class Rachel Ri-
ley’s journey to become a 
member of the Air Force is an 
adventure just a couple explo-
sions short of a Michael Bay 
movie epic.

Riley, who hails from Ar-
lington, Texas, loves softball. 
She said her passion for the 
sport would lead her to travel-
ing from the U.S. to Austria, 
where she coached a team for 
an Austrian league.

Yet, Riley heard the call of 
the sweet summer breeze of 
Texas, and she returned to her 
hometown to teach and coach 
at the high school she gradu-
ated from.

Something, though, was 
eating at her; something she 
has always thought about.

“Serving the military has 
always been in the back of my 
mind,” said Riley, who now 
serves as an Air Force Reserv-
ist. She’s training at Sheppard 
Air Force Base,Texas, as a 
366th Training Squadron elec-
trical power productions ap-
prentice.

“I don’t like feeling like I’m 

tied down, being able to come 
in and learn a skill set I could 
use in the civilian world. It’s 
kind of a win-win,” Riley said. 
“I grew up working on cars 
with my dad. I love working 
with my hands and getting 
dirty. For the fi rst four weeks 
I was the only female in the 
school house and that was in-
teresting. But after spending 
seven weeks with 45 other 
women, it was also kind of 
nice. Overall, I’ve enjoyed ev-
ery second of it. It’s challeng-
ing — in a good way.”

Riley fi nds she can also be 
a leader in the Air Force. Al-
though she has been coach-
ing and teaching people prac-
tically her whole adult life, 
the teacher has become the 
student since she joined the 
Air Force Reserve on Sept. 19, 
2017.

The Air Force “taught me 
a lot as far as coaching goes,” 
Riley said. “Being surrounded 
by the leadership we have, it’s 
kind of nice to be back on the 
team, you know? As a coach, 
you’re on the outside looking 
in. Now being a part of the 

team, it’s a lot of fun.
“My softball girls, they 

have to listen to me,” she con-
tinued. “These people, they 
didn’t have to. So, I was trying 
to fi gure out: How do we con-
nect? How do we get on a level 
of understanding and work to-
gether as a team?”

Riley also said she’s gained 
a lot of knowledge here from 
training instructors and com-
manders. She plans to bring 
the new knowledge and people 
skills back to her civilian job.

When she graduates, Riley 
said she plans to pick up where 
she left off in her civilian life. 
Balancing her roles as a coach, 
teacher and her new life as an 
airman might appear tough, 
but it seemed to not affect the 
young woman.

“It’s been a bit tough adjust-
ing the different lives,” Riley 
said. “Trying to stay focused 
here, but still be involved back 
home. Both sides have been awe-
some to support what I’m doing 
though. [There’s a] huge support 
group back home and here. I 
value being a part of something 
bigger than yourself.”

CHECK: Airman Rachel Riley, an electrical power production apprentice, checks her equipment at Sheppard Air 
Force Base in Texas.  Airman 1st Class Pedro Tenorio

HARBOR WATCH
In the aftermath of Hurricane 
Maria, when the Air Force’s 
621st Contingency Response 
Wing deployed more than 150 
airmen throughout Puerto 
Rico and the surrounding is-
lands, one airman in partic-
ular employed an innovative 
way to facilitate support to 
the relief mission.

Air Force 1st Lt. David 
Webb, an intelligence offi cer 
with the 821st Contingency 
Response Support Squadron 
here, identifi ed a critical role 
open-source data could play 
to help expedite the hurri-
cane relief efforts to more 
than 3.5 million civilians in 
the wake of the most recent 
hurricanes.

As one of the fi rst intel-
ligence offi cers to deploy to 
Puerto Rico in support of the 
relief efforts, Webb had the 
idea to use publicly available 
information to help deliver 
life-saving supplies to where 
they were needed most. He 
developed a common oper-
ating picture using Google 
Earth to gather background 
information that could be em-
ployed as a navigation tool.

“Through the use of publi-
cally available information, 
as well as working with sis-
ter services and other DoD 
support agencies, I was able 
to gather essential informa-
tion, including disaster-rid-
den locations, accessibility 
to these locations, and needs 
of the local area for the place-
ment of distribution points 
and regional staging areas 
for relief supplies,” Webb 
said.

Once Webb was able to 
pinpoint hard-to-reach ar-
eas, he used the tool to add 
additional information, such 
as grid coordinates, sources 
of information, contact infor-
mation and needs of the area. 
He provided this information 
directly to the senior airfi eld 
authority.

“The COP was also used 
to provide the SAA, contin-
gency response element com-
mander and other [leaders 
with] situational awareness 
updates, enable force protec-
tion of the airfi eld and shape 
leadership decisions,” Webb 
said. “The COP was also used 
by the Army, Marines, [U.S.] 
Fish and Wildlife [Service], 
American Red Cross and the 
Federal Emergency Manage-

ment Agency.”
In essence, the common 

operating picture provided 
teams on the ground in 
Puerto Rico with a central-
ized hub of information to co-
ordinate logistical support.

“The COP was an amazing 
tool,” said Air Force Lt. Col. 
John Berger, the 921st Con-
tingency Response Squad-
ron’s director of operations. 
“It allowed us to see the en-
tire environment and plot 
the needs of a community 
[in] real time, which enabled 
us to get supplies to the cor-
rect villages faster.”

The common operating 
picture was also used by fol-
low-on forces to ensure conti-
nuity of support to the Puerto 
Rico relief efforts.

As a direct result of 
Webb’s innovation, Defense 
Department aircrews and 
federal agencies were able to 
deliver 8.7 million pounds of 
aid across the island.

Webb was selected to pres-
ent his innovative product 
during the National Recon-
naissance Offi ce Air Force 
A2 Industry Symposium. 
During this conference, he 
was able to share his ideas 
and connect with industry 
leaders to help support fu-
ture mobility missions.

“Webb is consummate 
professional,” said Air Force 
Maj. William Taylor, the 
321st Air Mobility Opera-
tions Squadron’s senior in-
telligence offi cer. “He’s In-
telligent and dedicated to his 
craft. His inquisitive disposi-
tion and knack for problem-
solving made him a shoo-in 
for the mission, and it paid 
off.”

An innovator 
in data info

TOPS IN HIS FIELD: First Lt. Da-
vid Webb, 821st Contingency Re-
sponse Support Squadron intelli-
gence offi cer. Staff Sgt. Robert Hicks

Her story is epic
Air Force journey is the stuff of movie magic
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044 
(718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088,
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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By Julianne McShane

It is, it is a glorious thing to hear a 
pirate sing!

A band of scurvy scalawags will sail 
into St. Patrick’s school in Bay Ridge this 
weekend for the first of six tuneful perfor-
mances of “The Pirates of Penzance,” from 
the Narrows Community Theater. The clas-
sic comic operetta, which opens on March 
2, may have lost some of its satirical punch 
since it premiered in 1879, but its greatly 
to its credit that its clever lyrics and ever-
green jokes about romance can still make 
audiences laugh, said the actor who plays 
protagonist Frederic. 

“A lot of it is satire — it was very topi-
cal during the time that it was written, and 

it’s like any sort of political farce today,” 
said Midwood resident Chazmond Peacock. 
“The lyrics are very silly. If you really listen 
to it, even though we’re singing operati-
cally, you realize it’s not serious at all.” 

The two-hour show follows Frederic, an 
extremely honorable apprentice to a band of 
soft-hearted pirates, who falls in love with 
the daughter of the infamously modern 
Major General Stanley. She returns his 
affection, but Frederic must battle both her 
overprotective father and his loyalty to the 
pirate band to secure her heart forever. 

The show will go on with minimal cos-
tumes and a bare stage, which puts the spot-
light squarely on the songs. But Peacock 
said the added pressure is a privilege, since 

Frederic’s battle cries and love songs are 
well suited to his voice. 

“Vocally, it’s a very fulfilling role for a 
tenor — there’s a lot of great rangey tenor 
notes, so it’s a lot of fun to sing,” he said. 

A nine-piece orchestra will accompany 
the 25-member cast, who range in age 
from about 13 to 70, according to pro-
ducer Marla Gotay, who lives in Dyker 
Heights. The big-voiced operatic style of 
the Gilbert and Sullivan production may 
surprise locals expecting a more standard 
musical, said Gotay.

“It’s sung differently than other kinds 
of musical theater — it requires a different 
kind of talent and gives our community 
members to hear a different style of sing-

ing,” she said. 
And in addition to learning what an 

“operetta” sounds like, audiences will 
also contribute to a good cause: all ticket 
sale proceeds will benefit the Betty Kash 
Scholarship fund for graduating eighth-
grade students, named after a late musical-
loving member of the Narrows Community 
Theater. 

“The Pirates of Penzance” presented 
by the Narrows Community Theater at St. 
Patrick’s School Auditorium (401 97th St. 
at Fourth Avenue in Bay Ridge, www.nar-
rowscommunitytheater.com). March 2–3 
and 9–10 at 8 pm; March 4 and 11 at 2 pm. 
$25 ($20 seniors and students under 21; $15 
kids under 12). 

‘Pirates of Penzance’ lands in Bay Ridge 

Songs of the sea

The high C’s: Cast members of “The 
Pirates of Penzance” rehearse for the 
upcoming production of the Gilbert and 
Sullivan opera at St. Patrick’s School in 
Bay Ridge. Photo by Taylor Balkom
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By Alexandra Simon

She’s leading the Revolution.
A Pulitzer-winning compos-

er will bring female and Asian 
voices to the front of the annual Spring 
Revolution Festival of music, starting 
on March 2 at National Sawdust in 
Williamsburg. Musician and festival 
co-curator Du Yun has programmed a 
line-up of performances from all over 
Asia that she hopes will make people 
examine their ideas about culture on 
that continent.

“When they approached me do this 
festival I had the idea of doing some-
thing like a Pan-Asian festival — to 
investigate ‘What is Asia?’ and also 
challenge the status quo within that as 
well,” said Du Yun, who won a Pulitzer 
for her 2017 opera “Angel’s Bone.”

Yun, born and raised in Shanghai, 
China before immigrating to the United 
States at age 20, said that she chose 
performers who will convey the rich-
ness of Asian cultures as more than a 
collection of tourist destinations and 
exotic locales.

“I especially want to focus on new 
works — because in my mind, new cul-
tures cannot exist without new works 
— because otherwise it’s just tourist 
culture,” she said. “I’m hoping to really 
challenge people’s idea of what it means 
to be Asian. If you really care what 
we’re thinking and doing, you can come 
in and get an immense body of work 
and practices, that serves as window to 
what we thinking and it’s sort of like a 
more poignant understanding.”

The evening titled “The Shanghai 

You Don’t Know,” on March 10, will 
feature a screening of the documentary 
“Lotus Ferry,” about a neighborhood 
in Shanghai, followed by three perfor-
mances of distinctively Shanghai the-
ater, dance, and music styles. Other eve-
nings will feature the Balinese music 
and dance ensemble Gamelan Dharma 
Swara, and Bhutanese, Japanese, and 
Indian musicians. 

Yun will also take the stage on 
March 9, playing piano and singing 
with her band OK Miss. The four-
piece, which also includes a drummer, 
saxophonist, and a clarinetist, will play 
funk, pop, and rock and roll music, 

along with traditional music from China 
and Mongolia. Yun said the eclectic set-
list will give the audience a taste of her 
versatility as a performer. 

“I wanted to showcase not only 
being a performer but also the differ-
ent type of music sensibilities that I 
can do as well,” she said. “And I’m 
going to be covering a Mongolian folk 
song, and morph that into something 
psychedelic.”

“Spring Revolution Festival” at 
National Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. at 
Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, (646) 
779–8455, www.nationalsawdust.org]. 
March 3–11 at various times. $29–$34.

By Alexandra Simon

They’ve come a long way to 
play.

A group of classical 
musicians, most of whom came to 
this country as refugees, will play 
a concert celebrating immigrant 
composers on March 4, as part of 
the Spring Revolution Festival at 
National Sawdust in Williamsburg. 
The Refugee Orchestra Project aims 
to challenge stereotypes about who 
comes to the United States, said the 
group’s founder and conductor.

“The most common stereotypes 
is this assumption that refugees are 
from war-torn places that only hap-
pen to poor people or brown people, 
and which can never happen here,” 
said Lidiya Yankovskaya, who moved 
from Russian when she was a child. 
“When in reality most of these people 
who come here are educated and 
worked different kinds of jobs.”

The “look” of refugees shifts and 

changes over time, said Yankovskaya, 
and people should remain open-mind-
ed about what countries might pro-
duce refugees. 

“Refugees come from all back-
grounds,” she said. “Before it was 
Jews, Africans, then Eastern 
Europeans. There are people of all 
colors coming to this country who 
are extremely successful, and people 
should avoid making stereotypes of 
what a refugee looks like.”

The 12-member orchestra includes 
immigrants from Palestine, Ukraine, 
and Portugal, along with a few musi-
cians who were born in the United 
States. Bringing native and immi-
grant musicians together is part of the 
group’s goals, said Yankovskaya. 

“A number of us performing are 
immigrants but not all of us,” she said. 
“I feel that being exclusive defeats the 
purpose of our mission, and when we 
decided to move with this, we found 
that we are much stronger as perform-

ers if we had a mixture, and in many 
ways that makes our music stronger.”

The group will play 10 pieces, 
each written by someone who was 
a refugee at some point in their life, 
with composers hailing from Iran, 
Afghanistan, Israel, Russia, Syria, 
and Korea, said Yankovskaya. 

“Refugees are Us” at National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. at Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (646) 779–
8455, www.nationalsawdust.org]. 
March 4 at 4 pm. $34.

By Julianne Cuba

This is fudging funny! 
A group of 

s q u e a k y - c l e a n 
comedians will descend on 
a Ditmas Park temple on 
March 10, bringing whole-
some routines that even 
your mother would love. 
Most of the 11 performers 
at “Ditmas Snark 2” bill 
themselves as so-called 
“clean comedians,” who do 
not need to drop an F-bomb 
to get a good laugh, said the 
show’s producer. 

“A clean comedian is 
somebody who doesn’t use 
foul language excessively, if 
at all,” said Michelle Cohen, 
who will also perform that 
night. “You can talk about 
different topics and not 
have to curse or use vulgar 
names for body parts, and 
still get your point across of 
what you’re talking about, 
which sometimes can be 
funnier.”

The Bronx comedian 
put on the first “Ditmas 
Snark” show at the Beth 
Shalom v’Emeth Reform 
Temple four years ago, 
after her parents and their 
friends — all members of 
the synagogue — saw her 
perform and asked her to 
host a similar event at the 
house of worship. For the 
Marlborough Road shul’s 
second comedy night, 
Cohen kept her eye out 
while performing at vari-
ous clubs and shows, find-
ing other talented perform-
ers who know how to keep 
things rated PG, she said. 

“The crowd always loves 
them. It’s a good fit for the 

venue and the people — 
the topics are relatable and 
funny and everyone’s ener-
getic and keeps the crowd 
laughing and going,” said 
Cohen, who typically talks 
about her dating life, fam-
ily, and work. “There’s a 
lot of cursing and off-color 
jokes, but I would say the 
majority is not, and fortu-
nately I know a lot of really 
funny people who, if they 
do something [dirty], it’s 
purposeful and not just for 
the sake of cursing.”

Jokester Paul Schissler, 
who will headline the show 
along with Sherry Davey, 
said that avoiding dirty 
jokes does not mean that 
he is dumbing down his 
material — instead, it just 
increases his audience.

“All my material is 
clean, because that’s what 
is most genuine to me. I 
want to connect with all 
types of people as well as 
write material that’s uplift-
ing and gives audiences a 
taste of joy when watch-
ing me,” said Schissler, who 
lives in Manhattan. “I cover 
a variety of topics from love 
life, marriage, family, and 
even sex, but it’s all done 
clean. All these things are 
a part of life, so I think it’s 
important to be able to joke 
about them in a healthy, 
positive way.”

“Ditmas Snark 2” at Beth 
Shalom v’Emeth Reform 
Temple [83 Marlborough 
Rd. at Church Avenue in 
Ditmas Park, (718) 282–
1596, www.bshert.org]. 
March 10 at 8 pm. $30 ($25 
in advance). 

Immigrant song

IT’S CONTINENTAL

Creator and curator: Composer and musician Du Yun has programmed six performances 
of Pan-Asian music during the Spring Revolution Festival, running at National Sawdust in 
Williamsburg on March 2–11. Jill Steinberg

Snark in the Park: Comedian Michelle Cohen will host the stand-up 
comedy night “Ditmas Snark 2.”

Good conduct: Lidiya Yankovskaya, founder 
of the Refugee Orchestra Project, con-
ducts the group before its performance at 
National Sawdust on March 4. Scott Bump

Clean slate
Comedians at temple 
are next to godliness

Composer creates Pan-Asian music fest
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$29.75*$20.75 $26.75*

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

New Corner Restaurant

   Is
 Now Considered A Landmark

St Luke’s Theatre, 308 West 46th Street - Telecharge.com 212-239-6200

A New Musical Written by Dorothy Marcic

ForTheGirlsTheMusical.com

From the  Soundtrack  of Your Life
A high energy celebration of women featuring Top-40 songs like 
RESPECT, Stand by Your Man, Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, These 
Boots are Made for Walkin’, I Will Survive, Greatest Love of All…

“Powerful, funny and uplifting!
A musical that both sexes can enjoy.” - Talkin’ Broadway

“FANTASTIC - A WINNER!”
- Broadway World

Photo: Carol Rosegg
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By Bill Roundy

For goodness, sake!
A new brewery and tap-

room opening in Industry 
City this weekend will add a new 
kind of craft booze to your local 
drinking options: sake. The own-
ers of Brooklyn Kura, which offi-
cially opens its taproom on March 
2, are excited to introduce people 
to a high-end version of the rice-
based beverage they might only 
know from the limited drink list 
at their local sushi spot, said the 
brewery’s co-owner.

“People’s exposure to premium 
sake is so limited,” said Brian 
Polen. “They don’t know — are 
you supposed to shoot it? Is it only 
served warm? So we’re excited to 
educate new consumers about sake 
in a way that I don’t think they’ve 
had the chance to be educated.” 

Polen, who lives in Prospect 
Heights, had his taste buds opened 
to the possibilities of sake during 
at 2013 trip to Japan, where he also 
met his soon-to-be brewing part-
ner, Brandon Doughan. The two 
returned to the United States deter-
mined to make their own sake, and 
spent the last few years training, 
home-brewing and experiment-
ing with the rice beer, with Polen 
here in Brooklyn and Doughan in 
Portland, Oregon.

In 2016, the two rented a spot in 
Brooklyn and began working full-
time on brewing sake. Setting the 
business in the Borough of Kings 
was an easy decision, said Polen. 

“We both think of Brooklyn as 

this very exceptional place with its 
history and current resurgence of 
craft breweries and makers. And 
there’s a large market of sophis-
ticated consumers who would be 
excited about something relatively 
new,” he said. “And the quality of 
New York City water, which is so 
important to sake — the combina-
tion of those things made Brooklyn 
a no-brainer.”

In the taproom, sake will be 
available by the glass, as well as 
in small and large carafes, which 
can be shared between three to 
five people. The sake is a hefty 15 
percent alcohol, so portions in the 
taproom are a little more than three 
ounces, said Polen.

“People tend to get two or three 

small carafes and taste the range,” 
said Polen. 

Most of the sakes are served 
chilled, but the Orizake, a cloudy 
variety of less-filtered sake, is 
served warm. Polen is looking for-
ward to guiding people through the 
different flavors and varieties of 
sake, he said, so visitors will want 
to come back for more.

“We’re continuing our efforts to 
educate people,” said Polen. “We 
want to make the best product we 
can, but also to grow the market for 
ourselves and other sake makers.”

Brooklyn Kura taproom [68 
34th St. between Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park, (347) 766–
1601, www.brooklynkura.com]. 
Open Fri, 5–9 pm; Sat, 1–9 pm.

By Julianne McShane

It is time for some time travel in 
the Ridge! This weekend will 
take you on a musical tour from 

the 19th century to today — with 
some stops in the groovy 1960s! 

Start your weekend by Lindy-
hopping back to the 1930s at 
Brooklyn Firefly (7003 Third Ave. 
at Ovington Avenue), where the 
Bedlam Swing quartet will blend 
Prohibition-era swing with tradi-
tional European folk sounds at a 
free two-hour show. The group will 
strum its first notes at 8 pm. 

On Saturday, rock your way up 
to the 1960s with a trip to Red, 
White, and Brew (8910 Fifth Ave. 
between 89th and 90th streets) for 
four hours of free afternoon fun 
filled with Rolling Stones covers by 
Sha-Doobie. The sextet promises to 
show off some Jagger-esque moves 

starting at 3:30 pm. 
Afterwards, wander back to 

the 19th century at St. Patricks’ 
School (401 97th St. at Fourth Ave.), 
with an 8 pm performance of “The 

Pirates of Penzance,” staged by the 
Narrows Community Theater. The 
19th-century comic operetta by 
Gilbert and Sullivan tells the story 
of Frederic, an apprentice to a band 
of soft-hearted pirates, who falls 
for the daughter of a then-modern 
Major General. There will be plenty 
of laughs and some amazing songs 
from the 25-member cast. Purchase 
the $25 tickets — with discounts 
for seniors and students — at www.
narrowscommunitytheater.com. 

And the night isn’t over when 
the fat lady sings! After the opera, 
dance your way through the years 
back to 20th-century rock. At the 
Greenhouse Café (7717 Third Ave. 
between 77th and 78th streets), the 
Colonial Road quartet will cover 
classics from the 1960s through 
today, at a free show starting at 
10 pm.

By Adam Lucente

It will be a stellar conversa-
tion!

The famed astrophysi-
cist Neil deGrasse Tyson will 
visit the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music on March 9 to dis-
cuss outer space, neurosci-
ence, and the science of ice 
skating, among other topics. 
Recording the latest edition of 
his “StarTalk” podcast in front 
of an audience at the Academy 
allows him to combine science 
with pop culture, and to spread 
his knowledge to a wider 
audience in the borough and 
beyond, said Tyson.

“This is science brought to 
the public in a way they’re 
comfortable thinking about, 
and won’t say afterwards ‘Ow, 
my brain hurts,’ ” he said. 
“When science becomes one 
thing people do on a Friday 
night, then we’ve succeeded in 
merging it with pop culture.”

The event is part of 
the Academy’s annual 
RadioLoveFest, a live celebra-
tion of notable radio programs 
and podcasts. This year’s festi-
val also includes a discussion 
with “This American Life” 
host Ira Glass, storytelling 
from “The Moth,” and a chat 
with “American Gods” author 
Neil Gaiman. 

During his live performance, 
Tyson will record material for 
two of his podcasts. The first 
is “StarTalk All-Stars,” which 
features talks with renowned 
scientists. For that, he will chat 
with neuroscientist Heather 
Berlin about the science of cre-
ativity, and whether it can be 
detected in brain scans. Tyson 
said he will learn along with 
the audience as he guides that 
discussion.

“What helps is I’m not a 
neuroscientist,” he said. “In 
the conversation I’ll actually 
learn.”

His other podcast, “Playing 
with Science,” discusses the 
role of science in sports. His 
guest for that show will be 
Olympic figure skater Sasha 
Cohen. Ice skating involves 
much more science than people 
realize, said Tyson.

“There’s a special, unique 
property of frozen water that 
allows skating,” said the astro-
physicist, who enjoys figure 
skating. “You can’t skate on 
other frozen substances.”

A third guest will add a 
musical interlude to the night: 
rapper Baba Brinkman, who 
spits rhymes about scientif-
ic topics, will make a brief 
appearance. 

Bringing the show to the 
Borough of Kings is espe-
cially appropriate, said Tyson, 
because Brooklyn has a history 
of mixing scientific learning 
with its nightlife, at events like 
Littlefield’s “Nerd Nite” and 
Astronomy on Tap. 

“I call it a culture of rational 
thinking. There’s a lot of under-
ground science in Brooklyn. 
There are science gatherings at 
bars, science cafes, this sort of 
thing,” he said. 

And the cavernous Howard 
Gilman Opera House, where 
Tyson will hold his show, is just 
another example of that trend.

“This is the largest of such 
venues,” he said.

“StarTalk at BAM: Science is 
Everywhere” at BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–4100, 
www.bam.org]. March 9 at 7:30 
pm. $35–$65.

Bay Ridge goes really retro!

THE RICE GUYS

Sake to me: Brooklyn Kura founders Brandon Doughan and Brian Polen hope that 
their sake brewery, opening in Industry City on March 2, will introduce people to 
the many nuances of the Japanese rice drink. Molly Tavoletti

Talking with the stars: Those who miss Tyson’s live talk on March 9 will be 
able to hear them later, on his podcasts “StarTalk All-Stars” and “Playing 
with Science.” Delvinhair Productions

Starry night
Neil deGrasse Tyson is 
talking with the stars

Sunset Park brewers make craft sake
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FRI, MARCH 2
LUNA PARK JOB FAIR: Apply 

for a host of different posi-
tions, including ride op-
erators, game operators, 
ticket sales associates and 
food line cooks. Free. 11 
am–5 pm. Luna Park B & 
B Carousell [Coney Island 
Boardwalk between Kens-
ington Walk and W. 15th 
Street in Coney Island, 
(212) 627–5766]. 

ART, “DON’T ‘DIS’ THE 
ABILITY”: An exhibit of 
more than 100 pieces of 
art by individuals on the 
autism spectrum. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. RXR Realty 
[470 Vanderbilt Ave. be-
tween Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill, (917) 757–1019], www.
strokesofgeniusinc.org. 

DINING, BELL’S BEER TAST-
ING: Bell’s best brews will 
be available for sampling. 
Free. 6–9 pm. Prospect 
Heights Beer Works [648 
Washington Ave. between 
Dean and Bergen streets 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
623–2337], www.phbeer-
worksny.com. 

THEATER, “FIDDLER ON 
THE ROOF”: Students at 
Brooklyn Technical High 
School present this classic 
musical of love, family, and 
tradition. $15. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Technical High 
School (29 Fort Green 
Place between Dekalb Av-
enue and Fulton Street in 
Fort Greene), www.bths.
edu. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 
Theater 2020 presents Ste-
phen Sondheim’s musical 
about fi gures who tried to 
take out U.S. Presidents. 
$40 ($30 seniors and stu-
dents). 8 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St. 
between Court and Clin-
ton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489–5200], 
www.sfc.edu. 

DANCE, “LIGHTS OUT”: An 
evening-length multime-
dia show about dark-
ness sponsored by Boink! 
Dance and Film. $20. 8 
pm. The Actors Fund Arts 
Center (160 Schermerhorn 
St. between Smith and 
Hoyt streets in Downtown), 
www.boinkdance.com. 

MUSIC, BOWIE MUSIC TRIB-
UTE: Eight bands perform 
David Bowie covers. Free. 
8 pm. The Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 627–4949], 
www.waystationbk.com.

SAT, MARCH 3
MUSIC, “MADAMA BUT-

TERFLY”: Regina Opera 
Company presents Puc-
cini’s opera “Madama But-
terfl y,” the tragic story of 
a young geisha who gives 
up everything for a brash 
American naval offi cer. In 
Italian with English super-
titles. $25 ($20 seniors, $5 
teens). 3 pm. Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help school au-
ditorium [5902 Sixth Ave. 
between 59th and 60th 
Streets in Sunset Park, 
(718) 259–2772.] www.regi-
naopera.org. 

THEATER, DISNEY’S “HIGH 
SCHOOL MUSICAL”: The 
Brooklyn Theatre Club 
presents a stage version 
of the Disney show about 

a basketball jock who falls 
for a thespian, with mem-
bers of the audience cast 
in minor roles. $18 ($15 in 
advance). 6 pm. Much-
more’s (2 Havemeyer St. at 
N. Ninth Street in Williams-
burg), www.brooklynthe-
atreclub.com. 

THEATER, “JUKEBOX LIFE”: 
Broadway star Jarrod 
Spector details his journey 
to the Great White Way, 
backed by a seven-piece 
band. $32–$37. 8 pm. On 
Stage at Kingsborough 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

MARKET, MADE BY HAND 
MARKETS, SPRING EDI-
TION: Find the best in 
handmade and design 
artisans in the fi elds of 
fashion, jewelry, accesso-
ries, art, home and lifestyle 
goods. Free. 1 pm. Old 
First Reformed Church 
[729 Carroll St. at Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, (347) 
551–6735], wwww.made-
byhandmarkets.com. 

DANCE, “ROBIN HOOD 
NOW”: Spark Movement 
Collective introduces a 
new family-friendly dance 
production of the age-old 
tale of Robin Hood with 
a contemporary twist. 
$10. 2:30. Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. 
at Eighth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 832–0018], 
www.bax.org. 

FAMILY, HOLI HOORAY!: 
Kids celebrate Holi, the 
Hindu festival of spring-
time and play, with music, 
dance lessons, crafts, and 
a color powder procession 
and party in neighboring 
Brower Park at 3 pm. $11. 
10:30 am–4 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

SHE’S ON POINT — A CEL-
EBRATION OF GIRLS IN 
SPORTS: The event honors 
the achievements of fe-
male athletes by introduc-
ing young girls and boys 
to sports, with demon-
strations and talks from 
professional athletes and 

coaches. Free. 11 am to 3 
pm. Sunset Park Recre-
ation Center [43rd St. and 
Seventh Avenue in Sunset 
Park, (718) 972–2135], 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

ART, “DON’T ‘DIS’ THE 
ABILITY”: Noon–6 pm. 
See Friday, March 2. 

THEATER, “FIDDLER ON 
THE ROOF”: 2 pm. See 
Friday, March 2. 

ART, “DISOBEDIENCE” ART 
OPENING: Lavar Munroe 
and Rodrigo Valenzuela 
explore current social and 
political unrest through 
new large-scale paintings 
and photographs, as well 
as a collaborative site-
specifi c installation. Artist 
talk at 6 pm. Free. 4 pm. 
Jenkins Johnson Projects 
(207 Ocean Ave, between 
Lincoln Road and Parkside 
Avenue, in Prospect Park). 

ART, “TAG YOURSELF” 
OPENING RECEPTION: A 
gallery of all teen art work, 
curated and run entirely by 
teens! With a poetry slam 
starting at 6:30 pm. Free. 5 
pm. One Brooklyn Bridge 
park [360 Furman St. be-
tween Piers Five and Six, 
waterfront side in Brooklyn 
Heights, (917) 929–4530], 
teenart.gallery. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 8 
pm. See Friday, March 2. 

SUN, MARCH 4
OUTDOORS, HUNT FOR 

WILD DAYLILY SHOOTS: 
“Wildman” Steve Brill 
begins his 37th foraging 
season in Brooklyn with a 
late winter foraging tour of 
Prospect Park. $20 ($10 for 
children under 12). 11:30 
am–3:30 pm. Prospect 
Park [Grand Army Plaza 
in Prospect Park, (914) 
835–02153], wildmanste-
vebrill.com. 

MUSIC, “MADAMA BUTTER-
FLY”: 3 pm. See Saturday, 
March 3. 

MUSIC, CONCERTS ON THE 
SLOPE: A classical quartet 
performs Joan Tower’s 
“Island Prelude” and more. 
$20 suggested donation. 
3 pm. St. John’s Episco-
pal Church [139 St. John’s 
Pl. between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues in Park 

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Slope, (718) 783–3928]. 
THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 4 

pm. See Friday, March 2. 
MUSIC, “BOHEMIANS IN 

LOVE AND IN LIFE”: A 
combination of opera 
and classical guitar, in an 
abridged adaptation of 
“La Boheme.” $25 (kids 
9 or younger free). 5 pm. 
Temple Beth Emeth [83 
Marlborough Rd. at Church 
Avenue in Flatbush, 
(718) 434–2103], www.
bethemeth.net. 

NIGHTLIFE, BOWIE-OKE: An 
all-David Bowie karaoke 
night. Free. 8 pm. The Way 
Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

ART, “DON’T ‘DIS’ THE 
ABILITY”: Noon–6 pm. 
See Friday, March 2. 

MUSIC, PS 295’S BROOKLYN 
BOOGIE BRUNCH: Featur-
ing Capt’n Kirk Douglas of 
The Roots; Grammy-nomi-
nated Maimouna Youssef; 
Mush1 and His Flatbush 
Re-Boppers; kids funk 
band Control the Sound. 
$9–$50. Noon. Littlefi eld 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MON, MARCH 5
TALK, ODDFELLOWS MEET-

ING WITH DAVID OS-
TROWSKI: The Indepen-
dent Order of Oddfellows 
#409 welcomes David 
Ostrowski, who will dis-
cuss living while in need 
of a kidney. RSVP to (718) 
627–5896 required. Free. 8 
pm. Temple Shalom [2075 
E. 68th St. at Avenue U in 
Bergen Beach, (917) 755–
3915], www.boroughpark-
lodge409.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Matthew Broussard, 
Christian Mangual, Paris 
Sashay, and more. Free. 
8 pm. Friends and Lovers 
(641 Classon Ave. between 
Dean and Pacifi c streets 
in Crown Heights), www.
fnlbk.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open mic and 
stand-up. Free. 6 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

TUES, MARCH 6
TALK, THE FUTURE OF FEM-

INISM: What does femi-
nism mean in twenty-fi rst 
century America? “Lenny 
Letter” editor Jessica 
Grose, “Jezebel” editor-in-
chief Koa Beck, and writer 
Ashley C. Ford discuss the 
intersection of contempo-
rary feminism with other 
social justice movements. 
$5 (Free for members). 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society [128 Pierrepont 
St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

READING, “TRICK”: Pulitzer 
Prize-winng author and 
translator Jhumpa Lahiri 
launches her translation 
of “Trick,” a novel by Do-

FRI, MARCH 2
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS V MON-
TREAL CANADIENS: 
$20–$350. 7 pm.

SAT, MARCH 3
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: De-
ontay Wilder v Luis Ori-
tiz. $57–$757. 6 pm.

TUE, MARCH 6
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT: $55. 
Noon.

WED, MARCH 7
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT: $55. 
Noon and 7 pm.

THU, MARCH 8
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT: $55. 
Noon and 7 pm.

FRI, MARCH 9
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT SEMI-
FINALS: $55. 7 pm.

SAT, MARCH 10
SPORTS, 2018 ACC 

MEN’S BASKETBALL 
TOURNAMENT FI-
NALS: $55. 8:30 pm.

SUN, MARCH 11
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V PHILADELPHIA 
76ERS: $26–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, MARCH 13
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V TORONTO 
RAPTORS: $26–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

THU, MARCH 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V WASH-
INGTON CAPITALS: 
$15–$400. 7 pm.

FRI, MARCH 16
MUSIC, DEMI LOVATO 

AND DJ KHALED: $49–
$499. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MARCH 17
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V DALLAS MAV-
ERICKS: $17–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

SUN, MARCH 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V CARO-
LINA HURRICANES: 
$16–$400. 5 pm.

MON, MARCH 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V MEMPHIS 
GRIZZLIES: $9–$2,557. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, MARCH 20
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PITTS-
BURGH PENGUINS: 
$20–$600. 7 pm.

WED, MARCH 21
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V CHARLOTTE 
HORNETS: $11–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

THU, MARCH 22
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V TAMPA 
BAY LIGHTNING: $20–
$600. 7 pm.

SAT, MARCH 24
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V CHICAGO 
BLACKHAWKS: $31–
$495. 7 pm.

SUN, MARCH 25
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V CLEVELAND 
CAVALIERS: $105–
$3,000. 1 pm.

MON, MARCH 26
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V FLORIDA 
PANTHERS: $15–$350. 
7 pm.

Continued on page 62

Outside the box: In his one-man show “Jukebox Life,” com-
ing to On Stage at Kingsborough on March 3, Broadway 
star Jarrod Spector traces his journey from singing on “Star 
Search” at age 6 to performing in “Jersey Boys” on the Great 
White Way. Nathan Johnson

Stand clear of the closing doors: The mascots for four of the 
Atlantic Coast Conference basketball teams take the subway 
to Barclays Center for the five-day college tournament, which 
starts on March 6. Associated Press / Kathy Willens
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menico Starnone. $20. 7:30 
pm. Community Bookstore 
[143 Seventh Ave. between 
Carroll Street and Garfi eld 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3075], www.communi-
tybookstore.net. 

WED, MARCH 7
FILM, LADIES ANIMATED 

SHORTS SCREENING: A 
free showcase of work by 
female animators, in Nite-
hawk’s Lo-Res bar. Free. 
8 pm. Nitehawk Cinema 
[136 Metropolitan Ave. be-
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

COMEDY, FULL MOON 
COMEDY: Your bathrobe-
clad hosts welcome co-
medians on stage for this 
musically-infused show, 
complete with a marsh-
mallow toast and howling 
at the moon! Featuring 
Kenny DeForest, Kenice 
Mobley, and Rob Haze. 
$5 suggested donation. 8 
pm. Starr Bar (214 Starr St. 
between Irving and Wycoff 
Avenues in Bushwick). 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase features Sasheer 
Zamata, Liza Treyger, 
Dave Hill, Rob Cantrell, 
and more. Hosted by Mike 
Lebovitz. $10 ($5 in ad-
vance). 9 pm. The Gutter 
[200 N. 14th St. between 
Berry Street and Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–3585], thegutter-
brooklyn.com. 

THURS, MARCH 8
TALK, THE STORY AND 

LEGACY OF “ANGELS IN 
AMERICA”: Authors Isaac 
Butler and Dan Kois, who 
wrote “The World Only 
Spins Forward” about the 
play, are joined by actors 
from the original Broadway 
run. $10 ($5 for members). 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society [128 Pierrepont 
St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-

Continued from page 61 history.org. 
FILM, “BASQUIAT”: Little 

Cinema presents an im-
mersive screening of the 
biopic about Basquiat, 
featuring David Bowie as 
Andy Warhol. $16. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

FILM, “THE FUTURE IS FE-
MALE”: Eight short sci-
ence-fi ction fi lms by female 
directors. Followed by dis-
cussions with some of the 
fi lmmakers, and free punch 
in the bar downstairs. $16. 
7:30 pm. Nitehawk Cinema 
[136 Metropolitan Ave. be-
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

DANCE, “MOODS”: Work 
by dance pioneer Anna 
Sokolow. $25 ($18 stu-
dents and seniors). 8 pm. 
Actors Fund Arts Center 
[160 Schermerhorn St. 
between Smith and Hoyt 
streets Downtown, (800) 
838–3006], sokolow2018.
bpt.me. 

MUSIC, HOME BREW 
OPERA: A funny, immer-
sive operatic concert in a 
casual setting. Free. 9 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

FRI, MARCH 9
TALK, HOW TO WRITE A 

KILLER ARTIST STATE-
MENT: A workshop for 
writers and artists. $20. 
1 pm. 440 Gallery [440 
Sixth Ave. between Ninth 
and 10th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 499–3844], 
www.440gallery.com. 

ART, FREE FRIDAY: Check 
out the history of business 
in Brooklyn, play buzzword 
bingo, and get a beer at 
this Friday night event. 
Free. 5–9 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-

history.org. 
DINING, ST. PATRICK’S 

DAY PARTY: The Danish 
Athletic Club offers a tra-
ditional corned beef and 
cabbage dinner and a per-
formance by the Brooklyn 
Bards. $25. 7 pm. Danish 
Athletic Club [735-741 65th 
Street, between Seventh 
and Eighth Avenues in Sun-
set Park, (718) 748–7844].  

MUSIC, BROOKLYN CHAM-
BER MUSIC SOCIETY: The 
Brooklyn Heights group 
performs work by Haydn, 
Sibelius, and Franck. $30 
($20 students). 8 pm. 
Chapel at First Unitarian 
Church [119 Pierrepont St. 
between Clinton St. and 
Monroe Place in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 858–0718], 
www.brooklynchambermu-
sicsociety.org. 

MR(S). BROOKLYN COM-
PETITION, ROUND ONE: 
Acid Betty hosts the fi rst 
round of the borough-wide 
drag queen, king, and bur-
lesque competition. $20 
($15 in advance). 10 pm. 
Secret Project Robot (1186 
Broadway between Lafay-
ette Avenue and Van Buren 
Street in Williamsburg), 
www.mrsbknyc.com. 

SAT, MARCH 10 

MUSIC, ALICIA OLATUJA: 
The Brooklyn jazz singer 
returns home. $30. 8 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–
1624], www.kumblethe-
ater.org. 

TALK, COMMUNITY VIO-
LENCE PREVENTION: 
Violence prevention and 
upstander workshops to 
equip those facing hate 
and violence with de-
escalation skills and basic 
self-defense techniques. 
Free. Noon. Fort Hamilton 
Public Library (9424 Fourth 
Avenue at 94th Street in 
Bay Ridge). www.caeny.org

ART, “THE ART OF BREAST-
FEEDING” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: A group exhibit 
of art that celebrates the 
naturalness of breast-
feeding. A portion of the 
proceeds will go to the La 
Leche League. Free. 7–10 
pm. MF Gallery [213 Bond 
St. between Baltic and 
Butler streets in Gowanus, 
(917) 446–8681], www.mf-
gallery.net. 

Friday, March 9, 2018
           7:00 – 11:00 pm
             (Doors open at 6:00pm)

               The Danish Athletic Club
                 735 65th St., Brooklyn, NY 11220

           718-748-7844

Celebrate

$25 per Person
Traditional Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner served at 8:00 pm sharp

Cash Bar – Varied selection of Irish Beer for the occasion

RSVP by March 6th

718-442-1881 or email at tthor353@aol.com

Music by:
The Brooklyn Bards

VOLUNTEER SINGERS WANTED!

The Kingsborough 
Musical Society Chorus
CONDUCTOR
MARK MANGINI
We perform a mixed repertoire of 
musical theater, folk and classical music, 
and present two concerts annually. 
Rehearsals are Thursday evenings at 
Kingsborough Community College in 
Manhattan Beach, Brooklyn. 
FREE PARKING.
CHORAL EXPERIENCE HELPFUL, BUT NOT REQUIRED

CONTACT STEVE FRIEDMAN AT 

718.338.9132

TELECHARGE.COM  •  212-239-6200
The Westside Theatre, 407 West 43rd Street (between 9th and 10th Ave)

STONEWITCHPLAY.COM     @StoneWitchPlay

PERFORMANCES BEGIN MARCH 12
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KINGS NISSAN
2758 Coney Island Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-934-3300 • KingsNissan.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 
payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as 
is. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016.

20 Neptune Ave • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-646-3331 • KingsINFINITI.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 

payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as is. 
All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732/7104527.

KINGS  INFINITI

KingsAutoGroup.com

UBER SPECIAL

2012 VOLKSWAGEN  
JETTA   ...............................Buy For

$10,995
Stk #U5736, 4 cyl, manual, 64,048 mi. 
2015 HYUNDAI    
SONATA SPORT .............. Buy For

$14,995
Stk #U5704, 4 cyl, auto, 21,018 mi. 

2014 NISSAN    
ROGUE SV AWD  ............. Buy For

$17,999
Stk #2514, 4 cyl, auto, 25,824 mi.
2014 NISSAN    
MURANO SL AWD  .......... Buy For

$18,995
Stk #2619, V6, auto, Silver, 40,427 mi.
2016 NISSAN
ROGUE AWD ....................Buy For

$19,999
Stk #2779, 4 cyl, auto, 11,158 mi.  
2014 NISSAN    
PATHFINDER SV ............. Buy For

$21,995
Stk #2805, V6, auto, 18,165 mi.
2016 BUICK     
LACROSSE AWD  ...........Buy For

$24,999
Stk #2876, V6, auto, leather, navi, just 5577 mi.
2014 JEEP    
GRAND CHEROKEE 
OVERLAND .......................... Buy For

$28,995
Stk #2868, V6, auto, leather, black, 43,286 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

UBER SPECIAL

2011 BUICK   

ENCLAVE CX AWD   ..... Buy For
$11,995

Stk #U5733, V6, auto, black, 47,537 mi.

2015 NISSAN   

ROGUE SL AWD ...........Buy For
$18,995

Stk #2807, 4 cyl, auto, 12,649 mi.

2015 INFINITI  

Q40 AWD  .................... Buy For
$21,995

Stk #U5730, V6, auto, silver, nav, 20,176 mi. 

2014 INFINITI  

Q50 AWD ..................... Buy For
$23,995

Stk #U5731, V6, auto, black, nav, 16,009 mi.  

2014 INFINITI  

QX60 AWD ..................Buy For
$29,995

Stk #U5698, V6, auto, nav, 32,809 mi. 

2014 INFINITI  

QX70 AWD ................... Buy For
$31,995

Stk # U5697, V6, auto, white, 25,716 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

Stk #2869, 4 cyl, auto, black, 24,199 mi.

$13,995
BUY FOR

PRE-OWNED 

2015 NISSAN
ALTIMA S

PRE-OWNED 
2014 INFINITI                           

QX60 AWD 
                                        

Stk #2877, V6, auto, black, nav, 38,200 mi.

$29,995
BUY FOR

IN-STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

BRAND-NEW 2018 INFINITI 

QX60 AWD 
BLACK ON BLACK 

CALL FOR PRICING!

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 
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   VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVE., OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon.–Sat., 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 1/13/18–4/9/18 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid 
reward card and mailed within 4 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 
months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2018 Hunter Douglas. All rights 
reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 18Q1MAGVC2

ette® Modern Roman Shades

Cozier winters. Cooler summers. 
nergy savings year-round.
rease your comfort and help lower your energy bills with insulating 
nter Douglas shades. Ask about rebate savings on select styles today.

REBATES
STARTING AT

$100*
on qualifying purchases 

 January 13–April 9, 2018 

Vignette® Modern Roman Shades

Cozier winters. Cooler summers. 
Energy savings year-round.
Increase your comfort and help lower your energy bills with insulating 
Hunter Douglas shades. Ask about rebate savings on select styles today.
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICES
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1942_PG1_3-2-18

St. Patrick's  Day Savings

Sale
Dates

Mar
Fri.

2
Sat.

3
Mar

Sun.

4
Mar

Mon.

5
Mar

Tues

6
Mar

Wed

7
Mar

Thurs.

8
Mar

3/$10

5/$5

2/$54/$4

$699
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 5. 

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

10.07-15.35 Oz Pkg
Assorted 

Oreo 
Cookies

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Poland Spring
Water
24 Pack

MIX &
MATCH!

MIX &
MATCH!

67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted Fresca, 
Dr. Pepper, Minute Maid, 
(Excludes: Fanta, Fuze, Barq’s
& Seagram’s)

67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
7UP, A&W, Country Time, 
Sunny D, Squirt, Tahitian Treat or
(Excludes: Pennsylvania Dutch Birch Beer)

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

& Seagraggg m s)

Coke or Sprite
2 Liter

Excludes: Pennsylvayy nia ia Dutcch Bi

Canada Dry 
or Sunkist
2 Liter

128 Fl Oz Cont
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

Wesson
Oil

6
7
S
(E(E

CC
o
22

Wise
Potato
Chips

Wi

5-7 Oz Bag ... Assorted 
Regular or Kettle

$188

28 Oz Can
Puree, Crushed or Whole

Sclafani
Peeled
Tomatoes

2/$6 2/$5
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

11-27 Fl Oz Pkg ... Assorted 
Sandwiches, Tacos,
Kandy Bars or

$

y

Klondike
Ice Cream
Bars

13.1-16 Oz Pkg
Assorted
Selects or Regulareleeleeleeleeleeleelelelelelel cts or Regulegulegulegulegulegulgulgulgulgulgulgulgulggg arararararararararaara

Hungry-Man
Dinners

48 Fl Oz Cont
AssortedAssoAs rted

Edy’s
Ice Cream

Limit 2 Offerrs

SAVE
$5.99

PERFECT
FOR LENT!PERFECT

FOR LENT!

Chicken Of The Sea
Chunk Light
Tuna

5 Oz Can
In Water or Oil

5/$4
5/$53/$3 3/$4
(Excludes: Healthy Harvest, Garden Delight,
Smart Taste & Gluten Free)

Ronzoni
Pasta
R i

16 Oz Box ... Thin Spaghetti, Spaghetti,
Elbows, Ziti, Ziti Rigati, Penne Rigate,
Rotini, Rigatoni or Medium Shells 

With Club Card. Limit 3 Offers. Must Buy 3.
With Club Card. 
Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 3.

5 Oz Can
In Water, In Oil or 
Low Sodium in Water

StarKist
Solid White
Tuna

18.5-19 Oz Can
Assorted

Progresso
Rich & Hearty
Soup

Purex
Ultra
Detergent

43.5-50 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

2/$5$1099
With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers. 

20 Roll Pack 1,000 Sheets or
30 Roll Pack Extra Soft

15 Roll Pack ... Mega Choose A Size

24 Double Roll Pack ... Ultra Care

30 R30 3030 oll oll ll PackPackPackck Ext Ex E E ra Soft33333

2424 D24 D24 D blboubl RRe Ro Pll PPll P kkack UltUltUltr Ca Ca2222
Bath Tissue or
20 Rollllllll Pack 1 000 Sheets or2

5 R55 oll PackPac  ... Mega Choose A Siz11

Scott
Paper Towels or

24 D24 24 4 oubloublub e Roll PPPPack acacaca ... Ult222

Cottonelle
Bath Tissue

mit 2 Offers

 $12.99
- $2.00

Sale Price
Club Card 
Savings

With CluCluClClClClClCl b Cb Cab Cab Cab Cab CCCCCC dddrdrdrd & Add’l $

BaB th TissueB

$1099Final Price

YOUR
CHOICE!

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.

75-100 Fl Oz Cont
AssortedAssAssAssAs ortortortrtede

Tide
Laundry
Detergent

USDA Choice Beef

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In

Rib
Steaks

$699lb.

USDA Government Inspected
Fresh

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

$199lb. Family Pack - 3 Lbs or More

Bone-In
Sliced

Center Cut 
Pork
Chops

$199lb.

YOUR 
CHOICE!

A March Tradition
for St Patrick’s Day!$699lb. Sliced To Order

Best’s
Top Round
Pastrami or
Corned
Beef

$599lb. Sliced To Order

Perdue
Turkey
Breast

$399lb. Sliced To Order

Key Food
Muenster
Cheese

Kerrygold
Cheese
Wedges

KKKKKKKeKerrygollolddd

7 Oz Pkg ... Imported
Dubliner, Blarney, Skellig,
Irish Swiss or
Aged Cheddar

$499
C

Irish
Soda
Bread

I i h

12 Oz Pkg Hot Cross Buns 
or 16 Oz Pkg ... Baked

$399
d

YOUR 
CHOICE!

Busseto
Dry
Italian
Sausage

8 Oz Pkg
Assorted ... Sliced

gg
$499

$799lb. Sliced To Order

Boar’s Head
Virginia 
Ham

10% Water Added

GlenRock
Deli
Ham

$499lb. Sliced To Order

Capatriti
Olive
Oil

C t itti
68 Fl Oz Can
100% Pure

$999999
With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

6
D
(E
&&

CC
2

Core
Water
C
20 Fl Oz Btl

10/$1011000
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

$899

$599 $1099

15 Roll Pack

16 Oz Pkg 24.8-28 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Key Food
Paper
Towels

g

Donnelly’s
Irish
Bangers

Djerdan
Burek
Pie

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. 
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

$189
With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

4 Lb Bag
Granulated

Key Food
Sugar

MIX &
MATCH!Pepsi or

Mountain Dew
12 Pack12 Pacaaa k

3/$12

PP ii

96 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Schweppes Ginger Ale,
Mountain Dew or Regular, Diet or Caffeine Free
Pepsi 8 Pack or
144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Assorted Lipton, Mug, Crush, 
Schweppes, Hawaiian Punch, Mist Twst,

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3. 
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

U
B

RR
S

Perdue
Chicken
Drumsticks 
or Thighs

Grade A Fresh

$129$$$$$$$$11111111lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

9
Jumbo Pack

Sabrett
Beef
Franks

S b
14 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$399

B
S

C
P
C

Bottom
Round
Roast

USDA Choice Beef
Boneless

$299$$$$$$$$22222lb.

Farm Raised 2 Lb Bag ... 31-40 Count Per Lb 
Peeled & Deveined

Farm Raised
Previously Frozen

Fresh
Atlantic
Salmon Fillet

AquaStar
Raw
Shrimp

y

Tilapia
Fillet

$799$$$$$$$
lb.

$1499

$399$$$$$$$$
lb.

2 Lb Bag ... 21-25 Count Per Lb 
Peeled & Deveined

AquaStar
Raw
Shrimp

$1699

Carnation
Evaporated
Milk

12 Fl Oz Can
Regular, Low Fat or Fat Free

5/$5
SAVE

$3.98

P
T
B

New York State
Cheddar
NNNN YYYY k St t

Perfect For Your Favorite 
Macaroni & Cheese or Snacking!
Aged 9 Months ... Store Cut
Yellow or White

$399$$$$$$$$3333lb.
99

Sold By The Piece

Family Pack Family Pack 

Made By Freirich:
Regal Chef
Thick Cut
Corned Beef

$199lb.lbb.
With Club Card & Add’l $25 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.

Made By Freirich:
Regal Chef
Thin Cut
Corned Beef

M dM d BB FF ii ii
USDA Choice Beef

$399$$$$$$$$$$3333lb.

$1499
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

YOUR
CHOICE!

216 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted Beer12 121 Oz AssA ortrtrted Bee

Budweiser,
Bud Light, 
Coors
or Miller
18 Pack

lb.

Artichokes

3/$2
lb.99¢

Green
Asparagus

Long

WOW!

2 Lbs!

Florida
Strawberries

Large Family Size Cont

$399

Fresh
Blackberries

3/$5

6 Oz Cont

2/$3

Giorgio
Mushrooms

8 Oz Pkg
Whole Baby Button or

Whole or Sliced Baby Bella

Grape
Tomatoes

$149

GGGGGGGGGGrape
Dry Pint Cont

Glory Foods
Greens

$199

Gl
1 Lb Bag
Assorted

MIX &
MATCH!

2/$5

Dole
Salad Kits

8.4-14.4 Oz Bag ... Chopped:
Bacon & Bleu, BBQ Ranch, Chipotle & Cheddar,

Sesame Asian, Caesar or Sunflower Crunch or
Premium: Southwest, Country Ranch, Greek, 

Spinach & Cherry Almond, Ultimate Caesar, 
Endless Summer, Pomegranate or Poppy Seed

79¢

Yellow
Onions

2 Lb Bag
US #1

Red
Onions

99¢

R d
2 Lb Bag
US #1 Tasti-Lee

Tomatoes

2/$5

T ti LLL
16 Oz Pkg

$199

Romaine
Hearts

3 Count Bag
California

Gala
Apples

New York State
Fancy

lb.lb.99¢

Red Delicious
Apples

99¢¢¢¢lb.

Appppplppp es

¢¢

Organically Grown
Washington State ... Fancy

Sunny Side
Snack
Trays

2/$5

5-7.2 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Earthbound Farm
Chopped

Salad Kits

Organically Grown
10.91-11.49 Oz Pkg ... Assorted

2/$72

WIC - EBT - FOOD STAMPS

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:FOOD UNIVERSE 1942

2424 FLATBUSH AVE. BROOKLYN, NY 11234
718-758-1289

FREE
DELIVERY

STORE HOURS

7:00AM - 11:00PM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

7:00AM - 9:00PM

MONDAY - FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

ATM
PARKING LOT

PHONE ORDERS

2
P

S
P
T

Carr’s
Crackers

4.25-7 Oz Pkg
Assorted

2/$5

1
C

W
O

Pompeian
Apple Cider
Vinegar

P i
16 Fl Oz Btl

2/$5

1
A

O
C

Welch’s
Fruit
Snacks

WW ll hhh’h’
4.5-9 Oz Pkg ... Assorted
Fruit Rolls or

2/$4

4
GNutella

Chocolate
Hazelnut
Spread

N ll
13 Oz Cont

$399

Aluminum
Trays
Al i
10 Count Pkg

2/$6

Key Food
Disinfecting
Wipes

35 Count Pkg
Assorted

2/$5

Stella Artois
Beer
12 Pack

StStSSSt llllllll AAA ttt iii
134.4 Fl Oz Pkg
11.2 Oz Btls or Cans

$169911666
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

2

1
S
K

KK
I
BB

Hershey’s
Chocolate
Syrup

H h
24 Fl Oz Btl

2/$5
2

13
A
SSSSSSSSSSSS

HH
D

Key Food
Peanuts

32 Oz Cont
Assorted

$399

1

DD
I
B

Amy’s
Frozen
Full Line Sale!

4.5-14 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Full Lin
25%
OFF!

2
A

D
B
P

Donnelly’s
Blood
Pudding

DD
8 Oz Pkg
White or

$299

Djerdan
Burek
Rolls

Dj d
1.6-2 Lb Pkg ... Assorted

$999

Bulgarian
Sheep’s Milk
Feta
Cheese

B l i
400 Kg Cont

$399

14.1 Oz Pkg

Ulker
Biscuits

99¢

Papadopoulos
Caprice
PPPPapadddadopo
250 Gram Pkg

$499

Orino
Honey
OOOO iiii
16 Oz Cont

$899

200 Gram Pkg 3 Liter Cang

Papadopoulos
Krispies

Sparta
Extra Virgin
Olive Oil

2/$4 Pl D i Wh A

2/$3$2499

13.7 Oz Can 67.2 Fl Oz Pkg
11.2 Oz BtlsHeinz

Beans Mythology
Greek Beer
6 Pack

$199

6
1

M
G
6

Loumidis
Pita
Bread

LLLLoumiiiiiiididid
28 Oz Pkg

2/$5

Mythos
Greek Beer
6 Pack

$109999 Plus Deposit
Where Applicable.

13 Oz Pkg
Assorted

Delicious
Fresh
Pierogies

$499


