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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Call it a foul season. 

The New York Cosmos 
and the league it competes 
in, the  North American 
Soccer League , cancelled 
its 2018 season after the 
U.S. Court of Appeals ruled 
on Feb. 23 to boot the 
league from the division it 

has played in for the past 
fi ve seasons, the  league an-
nounced on Feb. 27 .

A club spokesman  told 
this paper last year that 
the Cosmos would cease to 
exist if it was forced to play 
in a lower league , but said 
on Feb. 28 that the team 
would not be permanently 

shut down, and that the 
league would instead fi eld 
a “B team” in the  National 
Premier Soccer League , 
which has no offi cial des-
ignation from the  U.S. Soc-
cer Federation, the sport’s 
national governing body . 
Two other North American 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They’re ousting the oldsters early 
— again!

Catholic Charities is forcing 
the seniors of the beleaguered 
Narrows Center out of Dyker 
Heights’ Angel Guardian build-
ing nearly three weeks before 
 the June move-out date the se-
niors secured from the Sisters of 
Mercy , a rep from the charity told 
the oldsters when he visited the 
center just two weeks after they 
successfully protested an earlier 
plan to kick them out before the 
center’s lease runs out. 

The seniors and their support-
ers now plan to protest the early 
move for a second time at 1 pm 
on March 23, on 63rd Street be-
tween 12th and 13th avenues, af-
ter a snowstorm forced them to 
postpone their original date of 
March 8.  

“We’re not happy,” said cen-
ter stalwart Stella Varriale. “I 
believe we should stay because 
we were told we could stay until 
June.” 

Catholic Charities’ chief ex-
ecutive offi cer, Monsignor Alfred 

BY ADAM LUCENTE
Manhattan Beachers told 
the city to stick those solar 
panels where the sun don’t 
shine!

Community Board 15 
threw shade on a plan 
by the city to place solar 
panels in the Manhattan 
Beach parking lot, arguing 
that the canopy would be a 

blight on the tranquil, sea-
side neighborhood.

“Open space is a rare 
and precious commodity 
in New York City,” said 
board member Samantha 
Cierra at the Feb. 27 meet-
ing. “There is no way this 
structure will not be an 
intrusion on nature and a 

Continued on page 14
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Museum welcomes Bowie exhibit
BY ADAM LUCENTE

The Starman has touched down 
in Brooklyn!

After a fi ve-year world tour, 
the “David Bowie is” exhibit 
has made its fi nal landing at the 
Brooklyn Museum. The enor-
mous exhibition displays more 
than 300 artifacts from the late 
rock icon’s fi ve-decade career, 
including his instruments, cos-
tumes, writings and more. “Da-
vid Bowie is” got its title because 
the polymorphous singer, ac-
tor, and artist David Bowie is so 
many things, said the curator of 
the London museum that initi-
ated the project.

“It’s a statement and an unfi n-
ished sentence because it can’t be 
fi nished,” said Victoria Broackes, 
of the Victoria and Albert Mu-
seum. “It’s an answer in which 
everybody brings their own.”

“David Bowie is” shows off 
a treasure trove from the Star-
man’s personal archive, includ-
ing original costumes, handwrit-
ten music, set designs, photos, 
and album artwork. Once you en-

ter the exhibit, on the Museum’s 
fi fth fl oor, you immediately see 
Bowie’s name lit up in bright, 
white lights. Many of the signs, 
placards, and images throughout 
the exhibit are orange, a steady 
theme throughout Bowie’s long 
career, said the Museum’s chief 
designer. 

“Throughout Bowie’s album 
covers, one color stands out more 
than others: orange,” said Mat-
thew Yokobosky, pointing to the 
orange lightning bolt painted 
on Bowie’s face for the “Aladdin 
Sane” album cover.

Each section covers a differ-
ent era of Bowie’s career, with a 
different attempt to complete the 
title: Next to a collection of this 
stage costumes, a sign reads “Da-
vid Bowie is making himself up.” 
Another, beside a series of photos, 
reads “David Bowie is fl oating in 
a most peculiar way.”

Some of the coolest artifacts 
in the collection are a banjo that 
Bowie played on the BBC in 1981, 
the Union Jack coat he wore on 

Continued on page 6

ALL THE YOUNG DUDES: The exhibit “David Bowie is” at the Brooklyn Mu-
seum includes photos and artwork from throughout the artist’s career, in-
cluding this image from 1973. Masayoshi Sukita

AIN’T THAT A KICK IN THE 
HEAD: You won’t see this 
this year. 
 AP / Kathleen Malone Van Dyke

THE ARTIST 
IS THE ART

Ridge seniors face 
another threat of 

early ouster

Cosmos cancel seasonCB15 light blight
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OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Local pols penned a joint 
letter to the city Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission on March 1, beg-
ging the preservationists to 
landmark the Angel Guard-
ian home in Dyker Heights 
in order to save it from de-
molition at the hands of its 
mystery buyer. 

Public Advocate Letitia 
James, state Sen. Marty 
Golden (R–Bay Ridge), 
state Sen. Simcha Felder 
(D–Midwood), Assembly-
man Peter Abbate (D–Ben-
sonhurst), Councilman 
Carlos Menchaca (D–Sun-
set Park), and Councilman 
Justin Brannan (D–Bay 
Ridge) wrote that the prop-
erty’s four Beaux-Arts 
buildings between 63rd 
and 64th streets, bound 
by 12th and 13th avenues, 
are historically and ar-
chitecturally signifi cant 
structures that they worry 
the buyer will bulldoze if 
they’re not landmarked in 
time. 

“We fear that the 
change in ownership is a 
direct threat to losing this 
complex, which has been 
an important part of our 
neighborhood for over a 
century,” the pols wrote. 
“Landmarking will ensure 
that these historically sig-
nifi cant, beautiful struc-
tures will remain in Dyker 
Heights for future genera-
tions to enjoy.” 

City records show the 
Sisters of Mercy built the 
structures — administra-
tion, nursery, reception, 
and laundry buildings — 
in 1899. The pols wrote that 
the buildings are a main-
stay in the rapidly chang-
ing neighborhood, and that 
this was all the more rea-
son they should stay stand-
ing. 

“Dyker Heights’ build-
ing stock is being eroded 
away and has faced altera-
tions over several genera-
tions, but the Angel Guard-
ian complex has remained 
intact,” the pols wrote. 
“This is the most remark-
able collection of buildings 
in the neighborhood.” 

Members of the Guard-

ians of the Guardian — a 
civic group calling for the 
nuns to choose a developer 
who would put affordable 
senior housing in the space 
— submitted to the land-
marks commission a re-
quest to evaluate the prop-
erty on Jan. 3, according 
to a landmarks rep. And 
the 28 members of Commu-
nity Board 10 unanimously 
voted to support the Guard-
ians’ request at its Feb. 26 
board meeting. 

The request for evalua-
tion does not require sup-
port from the community 
board or local elected offi -
cials for the commission to 
move forward with the pro-
cess, according to a land-
marks rep, who added that 
there’s no guarantee that 
the buildings will even be 
considered for designation.

The rep said that a pre-
liminary evaluation the 
commission conducted af-
ter receiving the initial re-
quest found that the main 
building might be a candi-
date for landmarking, and 
the subsequent support for 
the designation has led the 
panel to start the further 
research needed to begin 
the formal landmarking 
process.

“When LPC received a 
request to evaluate the An-
gel Guardian Home earlier 
this year, we assessed the 
site and determined that 
the main building may 
merit consideration as a 
potential landmark, but 
further study was needed,” 
the rep said in an e-mail.  

“Since then, LPC has re-
ceived more letters regard-
ing this property and the 
agency is commencing the 
additional research.”

But that’s still no guar-
antee that the building will 
ultimately be considered 
for landmarking, the rep 
said. If the commission did 
choose to start the offi cial 
landmarking process, it 
would kick off with a pub-
lic meeting, but the agency 
rep couldn’t provide any 
timeline on the soonest 
that could start or how long 
the process would conceiv-
ably take. 

The landmarks’ agen-
cy’s plodding and unpre-
dictable process is the 
exact reason that locals 
should focus on  making 
Mayor DeBlasio care about 
the property , a rep from the 
Historic Districts Council 
— a private citywide his-
toric preservation organi-
zation — told locals at the 
community board’s Zoning 
and Land Use Committee 
meeting on Feb. 15. In par-
ticular, she urged Council-
man Justin Brannan (D-
Bay Ridge) — who  worked 
for the Department of Edu-
cation under the mayor  and 
even had  Hizzoner speak at 
his January inauguration  
— to convey how much the 
property apparently means 
to him and other locals and 
appeal to the mayor to pres-
sure the landmarks agency 
to save it.

“The best way to get 
this landmarked is to get 

Making a ’mark
Pols send Angel Guardian worries to city

Continued on page 10

MARK IT: The Landmarks Preservation Commission must desig-
nate the Angel Guardian home as a historic landmark before its 
mystery buyer can bulldoze it, offi cials demanded. 
 File photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s a hole new day!

Transit workers are patching 
up a once-gaping chasm in a wall 
of Boerum Hill’s Bergen Street sta-
tion that nauseated commuters for 
weeks while putrid odors wafted 
from it before  a miniature glacier 
formed inside the gap .  

The tiny iceberg’s natural 
splendor mesmerized some strap-
hangers, but the shiny new tiles 
now covering the hole are a far 
more appealing sight for riders 
of the beleaguered subway sys-
tem, according to the man whose 
nose first sniffed out the rank 
rupture.

“I’m glad that straphangers are 
fi nally able to have a normal, clean 
platform while waiting for their de-
layed train,” said Park Sloper Mar-
cus Baram. “I don’t know why it 
took so long.”

Baram fi rst whiffed the foul 
odor emanating from the cavity in 
a wall along the station’s Manhat-

tan-bound F- and G-train platform 
in early December, and within 
weeks, frigid temperatures and a 
 furious winter storm  froze ice in 
place within it.

Transit leaders pledged to re-
pair the leak they said caused the 
chasm to form, but fi rst had to fi nd 
the source of the slit.

Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority workers in late Janu-
ary slapped a wooden plank over 
the crater — concealing its un-
known contents and smells — and 
three hard hats were on site last 
week busily replacing the cracked 
and dirty tiles surrounding the 
gap with new gleaming ones af-
ter scrubbing the rest of the area 
clean.

Authority leaders believe wet 
stuff that oozed up from down be-
low created the rupture, and said 
employees are still putting fi nish-
ing touches on the good-as-new 
wall.

“The source of the leak is be-
lieved to be groundwater intru-
sion,” said an agency spokes-
woman. “The work is ongoing.”

And if it weren’t for Baram’s 
sensitive sense of smell, straphang-
ers might still be bedeviled by the 
mysterious hole.

“We get results,” he said. “I’m 
glad it worked out.”

MEND THE GAP
WHAT AN EVOLUTION!: Workers are nearly done fi xing up the (below) once-gaping hole in the Bergen Street train station.  
 Community News Group / Julianne Cuba

Chasm plaguing Boerum Hill subway station fi xed

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re the new faces of Fort 
Greene Park!

A massive sculpture fea-
turing three carved visages 
will soon greet visitors to 
Fort Greene’s eponymous 
meadow, the Department 
of Parks and recreation an-
nounced on Wednesday. 

The green-space agency 
handed $10,000 to local artist 
Tanda Francis — who created 
a  larger-than-life memorial  
for  borough son  and hip-hop 
legend Biggie Smalls in 2016 
— to make her 14-and-a-half-
foot piece, “Adorn Me,” which 
combines elements of tradi-
tional African sculpture with 
references to Victorian- and 
colonial-era dress, and will 
serve as a new monument 
to black culture in the nabe 
when it is installed this sum-
mer, according to the artist.

“I’m using the overall 
form of a large African head 
and incorporating contrast-
ing elements of adornment 
— themes of skin scarifi ca-
tion practiced in West Afri-
can cultures, and decorative 
elements seen in Victorian 
ornamentation,” said Fran-
cis, who lives in Park Slope. 
“I seek to address the de-
mographic of people of Af-
rican descent who are often 
underrepresented in public 
art, especially in terms of 
the current historic artwork 
featured in and around Fort 
Greene Park.”

Francis, who used to 
live in Clinton Hill, said she 
wanted to create a powerful 
and positive image for the Af-
rican American community 
in Fort Greene, which trans-
formed from a once mainly 
working-class, low-income 
neighborhood into a largely 

affl uent, white-collar com-
munity.

“Being an African-Amer-
ican woman working, speak-
ing my voice, is something I 
don’t see often in the public 
space,” she said. “The work 
I’m producing is a positive 
representation of people 
from African descent.”

The sculpture will stand 
in a to-be-determined spot 
inside the green space from 
this June through next May, 
and its authentic represen-
tation of African culture is 
a remedy to the recent con-
troversy surrounding  some 
culturally insensitive mon-
uments  throughout the city, 
according to the Parks De-
partment.    

Francis is one of 10 artists 
who received grant money 
from clothing retailer Uniqlo 
to create artworks that will be 
installed in a handful of city 
meadows, including Bedford-
Stuyvesant’s Herbert Von 
King Park, which local art-
ist Roberto Visani will adorn 
with his own original piece, 
according to the agency.

Art is splendor 
on the grass 

COMING SOON: The city tapped 
local artist Tanda Francis to erect 
her sculpture, Adorn Me, in Fort 
Greene Park in June.  
 Parks Department

PATCHED: Straphangers fi rst noticed 
the stench-emitting chasm in early De-
cember.  Marcus Baram

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They rocked out for a good 
cause. 

The Canny Brothers 
Band filled Bay Ridge’s 
Leif Bar on Fifth Avenue 
with music and high spir-
its on Feb. 25 to benefit 

the nabe’s St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade Committee, 
which raises money for 
the annual event. The 
sextet’s singer and gui-
tarist said the event — 
which raised $1,500 for 
the parade, according to 

committee rep Denise 
Frederick — was a re-
sounding success.

“It was a good event, 
great turnout,” said Keith 
Fallon. “It was a great day, 
we had a lot of fun, a lot of 
good music.” 

The 12-year-old group 
played classic Irish tunes 
from the Wolfe Tones and 
the Pogues, according to 
bandmate and Ridgite 
Mike Canny, who started 
the band with his broth-
ers Steve and Tom, and rel-

ished the chance to support 
the parade. 

“We were thrilled to be 
a part of it,” Canny said. 

The parade is set for 
March 25, and will fea-
ture f loats, 20 pipe and 
drum bands, and march-

ing bands from local high 
schools, including Fort 
Hamilton and Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt, ac-
cording to president of 
the organizing commit-
tee Linda Gallagher-Lo-
manto.

Irish band headlines Ridge St. Patrick’s Day Parade benefi t
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Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:

Marketing

 

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

BY ADAM LUCENTE
An employee at PS 312 in Ber-
gen Beach is suing the city and 
her school’s principal, alleging a 
litany of discriminatory actions 
targeting her Orthodox Jewish 
beliefs. 

Ilene Klass, an occupational 
therapist at the school, says that 
since showing up late one spring 
day following a Jewish holi-
day, she has been mistreated by 
the school in apparent retalia-
tion over her religious commit-
ments. 

“She was subjected to contin-
uous bullying, harassment, reli-
gious discrimination, and retali-
ation from her employers or their 
agents due to the fact that she is 
an Orthodox Jew,” argues her 
lawyer, Joseph Aron, in the law-
suit fi led on Dec. 23 last year.

Klass has worked at PS 312 
as an occupational therapist for 
around 10 years, and is still at the 
school, where she is the only Or-
thodox Jewish employee. She had 
an exemplary record until the con-

fl ict arose with principal Sungmin 
Yoo last year, according to the law-
suit. 

Both Yoo and the city’s Depart-
ment of Education declined to com-
ment for this article.

The problems for Klass began 
in February 2017, when she asked 
Yoo for the day off on April 19, 
which was the day after the Jew-
ish holiday of Passover. There 
were no classes the previous day 
due to the school’s spring break. 
Klass asked for the day off because 
she was returning from Florida 
where her ailing father lives, and 
Orthodox tradition forbids fl ying 
on the last day of Passover, which 
was April 18. Yoo declined her re-
quest, according to the lawsuit, 
and when Klass said the earli-
est she could arrive would be two 
hours late on April 19, Yoo alleg-
edly responded “better to come 
late than not to come at all,” and 
Klass told Yoo she would be late, 
the lawsuit states.

However, Yoo then wrote up 
Klass for “professional miscon-

duct and insubordination, due 
to the lateness,” according to the 
suit. Klass argues that she was 
singled out for being an Orthodox 
Jew, since other employees were 
allegedly allowed the day off.

“Ms. Yoo allowed other em-
ployees to take off on April 19. 
2017. Those employees were not 
Orthodox Jews,” she alleges in 
the suit.

The suit contends that the 
lateness penalty demonstrated 
religious discrimination, be-
cause other employees who were 
late did not receive the same 
punishment. Yoo allegedly said 
that she opposed granting the 
day off because the city frowns 
upon employees not working the 
days before and after holidays, 
but Klass believes she was sin-
gled out over this, according to 
her lawsuit. 

“This standard apparently 
only applies to Orthodox Jews, 
as others in the same school were 
granted the day off,” she argues 
in court fi lings.

Klass alleges a series of other 
discriminatory measures then 
followed. Around May of 2017, Yoo 
changed Klass’s Friday hours to 
3:25 pm. Klass could not work un-
til then in the winter due to time’s 
proximity to sundown, when the 

Jewish Sabbath begins.
“This schedule was specifi -

cally made for Plaintiff in order 
to frustrate her Shabbos obser-
vance,” the lawsuit alleges, add-
ing that Yoo threatened her with 

TROUBLE AT SCHOOL: An occupational therapist at PS 312 in Bergen Beach is 
suing the city and the school’s principal over alleged discrimination towards her 
Orthodox Jewish beliefs.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

That’s not kosher!
PS 312 sued by Orthodox employee for discrimination 

Continued on page 10
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Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on all 
types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & other 
benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Now it’s getting some-
where!

The streamlined design-
build process is integral to 
the city’s repairs to a crum-
bling portion of the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway, 
according to Gov. Cuomo, 
who this week signaled his 
support for the process that 
would fast-track the fi x — 
months after local pols and 
residents began  demanding 
he authorize the procedure  
 in his budget  so city tran-
sit honchos aren’t forced to 
 send the thousands of big-
rigs that travel the road 
daily down local streets in-
stead .

“The Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway is a very big 
construction project. The 
city planning to move traf-
fi c throughout the construc-
tion period is by defi nition 
problematic,” Cuomo said 
on Tuesday during an un-
related conference call with 
reporters about the next 
day’s snowstorm. “Down-

town Brooklyn is already 
congested, so design-build 
for the BQE I think is essen-
tial. Even with design-build 
it’s going to be a real prob-
lem in terms of traffi c.”

The governor has long 
maintained his general sup-
port for the process that 
state law requires his au-
thorization for local gov-
ernments to use, which 
would request one bid for 
the expressway makeover’s 
design and construction 
instead of hiring unique 
contractors for each phase. 
He green-lit it for several 
state-run projects, includ-
ing the construction of the 
recently built Kosciuszko 
Bridge and a new span that 
will bear the Cuomo name.

But he’s repeatedly left 
advocates hanging when 
asked specifi cally whether 
he’ll allow the Department 
of Transportation to use de-
sign-build in its reconstruc-
tion of the expressway’s 
decaying triple cantilever. 
And Cuomo failed to autho-

rize the procedure in both 
his fi rst and  revised  drafts 
of the state budget, so his 
statement indicates he is 
moving in the right direc-
tion as his April 1 deadline 
to sign-off on a fi nal budget 
looms, according to a Brook-
lyn Heights lawmaker in fa-
vor of the process.

“What’s different is that 
this is more direct, and it’s 

about doing it in the context 
of the city and some of its 
priority projects,” said As-
semblywoman Jo Anne Si-
mon. “The governor is sig-
naling that he will fi ght for 
this.”

Before the call on which 
Cuomo recognized how 
design-build could help 
the expressway’s repair, 
his staffer Alphonso Da-
vid penned a Feb. 25 letter 
to Council Speaker Corey 
Johnson (D–Manhattan) 
that urged city offi cials to 
seek approval for the pro-
cess in specifi c cases — in-
cluding the road’s rehab 
and other projects such as 
closing the jails on Rikers 
Island and replacing them 
with new facilities through-
out the fi ve boroughs, and 
making much-needed reno-
vations to the city’s public-
housing complexes, accord-
ing to the New York Daily 
News, which fi rst  reported  
on Cuomo’s support.  

But design-build advo-
cates said they aren’t tak-

ing a victory lap until the 
governor offi cially approves 
a fi nal budget that autho-
rizes using the procedure 
to fi x the expressway, a per-
mission that will cut about 
$113 million from the job’s 
current $1.9-billion price 
tag, and accelerate the re-
construction of the 1.5-mile 
stretch of the road between 
Atlantic Avenue and Sands 
Street by at least two years, 
supporters say.

“Of course I’m worried,” 
Simon said. “I’m not going 
to rest until it’s done.” 

Members of both houses 
in Albany are now writing 
each chamber’s own bud-
get, which are due by the 
end of next week and to-
gether will be used to cre-
ate the fi nal version that 
must be approved by early 
April, according to Simon 
and another Brooklyn 
Heights state pol, who in a 
joint statement applauded 
Cuomo and pledged not to 
give up their fi ght for de-
sign-build as the budget-ap-

proval process continues.   
“We thank Gov. Cuomo 

for his essential support for 
design-build for the BQE, 
and we look forward to 
working with him and with 
our colleagues in the Senate 
and the Assembly to ensure 
that legislation authorizing 
design-build for this project 
is enacted later this month 
in the fi nal budget,” said 
state Sen. Brian Kavanagh.

The governor’s public 
support for the streamlined 
process followed a Feb. 27 
meeting where Transpor-
tation Department bigwigs 
presented a draft of their ex-
pressway-repair plan, which 
locals have until March 12 
to submit comment on by e-
mail or snail mail.

Check out the city’s pro-
posed work for the repair 
at  www.bqe-i278.com/en . E-
mail feedback to info@bqe-
i278.com, or mail it to BQE 
Project Team, 605 Third 
Ave., 3rd Floor, New York, 
NY 10158. All comments due 
by March 12.

State signals support for faster BQE fi x

IN FAVOR: Gov. Cuomo this 
week said the streamlined pro-
cess of design-build is “essen-
tial” to the city-led repair of a 
portion of the Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway, to the delight of 
state and local lawmakers who 
rallied for the procedure last 
month. CNG / Julianne Cuba
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
He’s Brooklyn’s attorney 
general! 

A Bay Ridge attorney 
and Civil War buff com-
mands a collection of more 
than 10,000 miniature mili-
tary fi gurines poised in the 
midst of famous battles — 
and even showcases about 
4,000 of them at his Fifth 
Avenue law fi rm, Connors 
and Sullivan, between Bay 
Ridge Parkway and 74th 
Street. Michael Connors 
said his interest in collect-
ing soldiers began when he 
was a child, and it revived 
when he had his own son.

“When I was a kid, I 
was always interested in 
toy soldiers,” said the at-
torney. “And then for my 
son’s third birthday, we 
gave him a set, and I said, ‘I 
didn’t know they still made 
these.’ So I got on the Inter-
net and started collecting.” 

The 22-year-old collec-
tion — which he estimates 
to be worth $300,000 — is 
distributed throughout 
his Ridge home and his 
fi rm’s four other offi ces on 
the distant isles of Man-
hattan and Staten Island 
and the faraway borough 
of Queens, said Connors, 
who’s also the president 
of an organization full of 
like-minded history buffs, 
the  Civil War Roundtable 
of New York . 

Many of the soldiers 
are arranged to depict spe-
cifi c battles, including the 
bloody 1862 Battle of Fred-
ericksburg in Virginia, 
the 1863 Battle of Newton’s 
Station in Mississippi dur-
ing the Union-led Grier-
son’s Raid, and the Bat-
tle of Chancellorsville in 
Virginia, which led to the 

death of Confederate com-
mander Stonewall Jack-
son. He even has an 800-fi g-
ure set depicting Pickett’s 
Charge, which won the 
seminal 1863 Battle of Get-
tysburg for the Union.

The history maven also 
has a few rare sets, includ-
ing the war’s fi rst African-
American regiment or-
ganized by the Union, the 
54th Regiment Massachu-
setts Volunteer Infantry. 
Plus, the born-and-bred 
Ridgite pays homage to his 
home borough with his col-
lection depicting the 14th 
Regiment of Brooklyn, 
which consisted of mostly 
borough abolitionists who 
volunteered at the behest 
of President Lincoln when 
the four-year war kicked 

off in 1861.
Connors sources the 

metal, plastic, and resin 
miniatures — which run 
from $10 to $100 per fi gure 
— from China, Sri Lanka, 
and Vietnam, he said, add-
ing that he sometimes has 
to send unpainted fi gu-
rines to be touched up by 
Sri Lankan experts. 

His collection of minia-
tures of the Union’s Irish 
Brigade mid-charge is on 
display in his law fi rm’s 
Fifth Avenue storefront 
window for all to see, and 
he’s shown his collection 
to a local Cub Scouts troop 
and the Bay Ridge Histori-
cal Society. But he added 
that he’s willing to open 
his doors to any interested 
readers and history buffs 

who want to see the minia-
tures up close.

“Anybody can come in 
and walk around and look 
at it,” he said. 

He plans to continue 
collecting “until my wife 
starts throwing it away,” 
he said, and has even 
passed on his passion to 
his son, who maintains 
his own small collection 
of about 100 military min-
iatures.  

Connors said he’s also 
interested in the 1836 Bat-
tle of the Alamo — along 
with many other moments 
in military history — but 
he has to draw the line 
somewhere.  

“I like history, period,” 
he said. “But you can’t col-
lect everything.”

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its 
advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes 
of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

the cover of his “Earthling” 
album, stage costumes 
from the “Ziggy Stardust” 
tour, and the handwritten 
sheet music for the guitar 
and violin parts to “Space 
Oddity.” 

The Brooklyn Museum 
version of the show also 
features some objects not 
included at its previous 
stops, including lyrics and 
set lists.

And the exhibit is more 
than a visual tour of Bowie’s 
career — each visitor gets 
a pair of headphones that 
plays Bowie’s music hits 
and snippets from his inter-
views, with the audio chang-
ing depending on where 
you are in the room. For ex-
ample, when you approach 
the slightly worn, yellow-
ing sheet music for “Space 
Oddity,” you suddenly hear 
“Ground control to Major 
Tom” in your ear, followed 
by the rest of the song. 

The passage through 
Bowie’s life ends in a dark 
room, with footage of him 
performing on an enor-
mous screen. It is as capti-
vating visually as it is soni-
cally.

Bowie supported the 
dual audio and visual 
approach, according to 
Broackes.

“He wanted sound and 
vision to be as much a part 
of the story as photos and 
costumes,” she said.

Tickets to the exhibit 
start at $20, and are sched-
uled to allow entry every 
15 minutes throughout the 
day. Based on pre-sales, 
“David Bowie is” is already 
the Brooklyn Museum’s 
most successful exhibit, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman. 

“Advance sales for ‘Da-
vid Bowie is’ have been 
the most successful to date 
compared to any exhibition 
presented at the Brooklyn 
Museum. A few days prior 
to opening, the Brooklyn 
Museum sold over 20,000 
tickets,” said Fatima Jones 
Kafele.

The exhibit’s journey 
from London to Brooklyn 
echoes Bowie’s life and 
artistry, said those who 
worked on the show. 

“He expressed his wish 
that it would open in Lon-
don and close in New York,” 
said Brooklyn Museum di-
rector Anne Pasternak. “It 
followed the arc of his ca-
reer.”

“David Bowie is” at 
Brooklyn Museum (200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000, 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org). On display through 
July 25. $20–$25. (VIP $35–
$2,500).

IN STYLE: Many of Bowie’s famed outfi ts are on display at the ex-
hibit. Photo by Jason Speakman

Continued from page 1 

BOWIE

WAR GAMES: Attorney and Civil War enthusiast Michael Connors poses with his Irish Brigade dis-
play inside his Fifth Avenue law fi rm. Photo by Tom Hilton

A CIVIL ACTION
Ridge lawyer, history buff boats mini Civil War museum
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s all downhill from these 
neighborhoods.

Citi Bike users in some 
hilly parts of Brooklyn 
are pedaling their rented 
two-wheelers downward, 
but not back up again, ac-
cording to a honcho of the 
program, who said riders 
frequently fail to re-dock 
bikes at stations in Pros-
pect and Crown Heights 
because they’re located on 
higher ground.

“There’s higher eleva-
tion in those areas and, not 
surprisingly, bikes tend 
to go downhill,” said Col-
lin Waldoch, who manages 
programs for the Citibank-
sponsored rental ser-
vice and lives in Prospect 
Heights.

Although neither neigh-
borhood boasts the bor-
ough’s highest peak — that 
honor belongs to Green-
Wood Cemetery’s 194-
foot-tall Battle Hill — the 

stretch of Eastern Parkway 
that cuts through Prospect 
and Crown Heights, at 164 
feet, towers over other low-
land nabes such as Down-
town and Dumbo that local 
cyclists commute on the 
road to get to, according to 

 topographic maps .
And the incline — cou-

pled with riders’ tendency 
to use Citi Bikes in the 
morning on their way to 
work, but switch to other 
forms of public transporta-
tion for their evening com-
mutes — makes it harder 
for the service to refi ll dock-
ing stations in the residen-
tial neighborhoods where 
 it last year debuted plans to 
install roughly 400 new bi-
cycles , Waldoch said.

“In general, we see there 
is more commuting in the 
morning than in the eve-
ning,” he said.

But Citi Bike bigwigs 
recently announced an 
initiative to supplement 
the rental service’s in-
house bicycle-restocking 
operation in the area, in 
which it offers members 
who join its Bike Angels 
corps — who earn points 
towards membership re-
newals by ferrying two-

wheelers to understocked 
docks — extra incentives 
to return the rides to lo-
cations in Prospect and 
Crown Heights.       

The special program, 
entitled Operation Edge 
Explorers, gives partici-
pants until March 16 to 
earn up to fi ve times the 
amount of points they nor-
mally would for dropping 
off bikes at empty docks in 
the nabes, Waldoch said.

“We saw this as an area 
that can be challenging be-
cause of those factors,” he 
said. “It’s neat to harness 
the power of those incen-
tives, and the power of Bike 
Angels to help us in these 
more diffi cult areas.”

Anyone interested in 
joining the Operation Edge 
Explorers initiative must 
fi rst purchase an annual 
Citi Bike membership and 
enroll in the free Bike An-
gels program at  bikeangels.
citibikenyc.com .

Citi Bike faces uphill battle

BRING ‘EM BACK!: Citi Bike 
honchos are offering extra 
perks to the rental service’s 
members who enroll in a pro-
gram to help return bikes to 
certain docking stations in 
Prospect and Crown Heights.

Citi Bike

Citi Bike struggles to restock Bklyn docks in elevated nabes, exec says

Pining for more
Cub Scouts raced small, homemade, wooden cars down 

a plastic track at the Pinewood Derby at the Kings Plaza 
Shopping Center on March 3. Racing the handmade cars at 
the scouting event teaches the kids the value of building 
something yourself, according to one of the cubmasters. 

“The goal is to give them ownership. It’s easy to go to the 
store and buy something,” said Michael Moscol, the cub-
master of Pack 16 on Coney Island. “They must plan ahead 
and learn what types of tools to use. The goal is to do your 
best.”

The annual Pinewood Derby is an event for Cub Scouts in 
grades one through fi ve, who are given a block of wood, 
nails, and four wheels, and must fashion a car out of all this 
within a strict set of regulations.  — Adam Lucente
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St. Patrick’s Day Irish Music from Sean Moloney Starting at 5PM

Sunday Brunch $13.95 11AM-3PM
Includes 1 Bloody Mary, Mimosa, Screwdriver or Draft Beer 

or $26.95 Unlimited Drinks (2 hours)
Irish Breakfast

O’Neill’s Maspeth Invites You 
to Join Us to Celebrate

St. Patrick’s Day 
March 17th

Irish Specials 

Fitzpatrick Academy 
of Irish Dance

Traditional Irish Favorites

and Shepherd’s Pie

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1933
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
This old inn’s rooms are 
still being serviced.

The developers restor-
ing the swanky Bossert 
Hotel yet again postponed 
its long-awaited reopen-
ing, pushing the luxe 
Brooklyn Heights lodge’s 
debut to some time this 
summer while they secure 
a new operator after their 
previous candidate packed 
its bags.

Hotelier Fën Hotels — 
which runs the Dazzler 
Brooklyn in America’s 
Downtown and a handful 
of other U.S. properties, 
along with dozens of inns 
across Latin America —  is 
no longer setting up shop 
inside the Montague Street 
property , according to a 
rep for one of its new own-
ers, who couldn’t elaborate 
on what fi rms may take its 
place or when another will 
be chosen.

“We’re in the process 
of picking one,” said Ste-
phen Allen, the man man-
aging the makeover under 
developer David Bistricer 
of Clipper Equity, who co-
owns the property with 
real-estate bigwig Joseph 
Chetrit. “We’re kind of in 

the middle of negotiations 
so I can’t really speak to 
that right now.”

And modernizing the 
hotel built in 1909 — which 
sits near Hicks Street, 
within the Landmarks 
Preservation Commis-
sion–protected  Brooklyn 
Heights Historic District  
— while preserving its his-
toric feel is simply more 
time-consuming than an-
ticipated, Allen said, ne-
cessitating a new debut 
date  nearly fi ve years after 
its owners fi rst expected to 
welcome guests .

“The restoration of the 
hotel’s architectural gran-
deur has proved to be a tre-
mendous amount of work,” 
said Allen. “All the new 
technology is designed to 
be hidden, and if it’s not 
hidden it has to comple-
ment the elegant details. 
It’s just taking longer to do 
things than management 
expected.”

Bistricer and Chet-
rit in 2012 purchased the 
280-room Bossert from 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
which once used the Ital-
ian Renaissance–style 
hotel to house its mem-
bers, and promised to fin-

ish restoring the inn’s 
pair of grand ballrooms, 
chandelier-covered lobby, 
and rooftop restaurant to 
their former glory by the 
next year.

But work delays post-
poned that reopening — 
along with subsequent 
ones slated for  October 
2016 , which was nixed in 
part due to  out-of-commis-
sion elevators , and  Sep-
tember 2017 , leaving locals 
to wonder what’s taking so 
long.

The president of civic 
group the Brooklyn 
Heights Association told 
a crowd of curious resi-
dents at the organization’s 
Wednesday meeting that 
the latest delay was due to 
a blaze inside the property, 
which she said developers 
most recently hoped to re-
open last December before 
pushing its debut to this 
summer. 

“Apparently there were 
some fi res in the building 
that affected the timing of 
inspections and so things 
have been delayed,” said 
Martha Bakos Dietz, re-
laying information she 
received from the head of 
the nabe’s business-boost-

ing group, the Montague 
Street Business Improve-
ment District.

But no fl ames tore 
through the hotel, accord-
ing to Allen, who said tests 
of its alarm systems may 
have sparked the rumors. 
And a Fire Department 
spokesman confi rmed that 

none of New York’s Brav-
est rushed to put out an in-
ferno at the property in the 
last six months.

Contractors are fast 
at work on the fi nishing 
touches to the immaculate 
inn once known as  Kings 
County’s Waldorf-Asto-
ria  — where the Brook-

lyn Dodgers famously 
celebrated its 1955 World 
Series win — according to 
Allen, who said he hopes 
the latest setback is the 
renovation’s last.

“Right now the hotel 
is nearly fi nished. I hope 
there won’t be any further 
delays,” he said.

The ELITE PROTOCOL
MIC-B12 Lipotropic Injections
HCG + Appetite Control
Designed to Attack Weight Loss 
From Every Angle
HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating 
      Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & 
      Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

Inquire within now!  917.444.3043

                 B Q B82B7

Let us help you drop 15-30 Stubborn Pounds!! Quickly, Safely, and Eff ectively!!

BEFORE AFTER

Bridal Showcase

Bay Ridge Manor

Sunday, March 25th

2-4:30pm
Come sample our food and view the latest bridal trends 

476 76th St., Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-748-8855

thebayridgemanor.com

Inn-ch by inch

ALMOST READY TO CHECK INN: The Montague Street hotel won’t open until this summer.  
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Bossert Hotel’s return further delayed 

The source for news in your neighborhood:



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

M
AR

CH
 11

, 2
01

8
10

Mr. DeBlasio to care about 
it,” said Kelly Carroll. “I 
am really hoping that our 
new Councilmember Jus-
tin Brannan, who has a di-
rect ear to DeBlasio, can 
say, ‘This is really impor-
tant, can you do us this one 
solid?’”

Neither the pols nor the 
Guardians specifi ed what 
kind of landmarking status 
they sought for the build-
ing, but the commission 
rep said it would be eligi-
ble for consideration under 
the “individual landmark” 
designation, which applies 
to the exteriors of individ-
ual structures but could 
also include the property 
itself. 

For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

civil and criminal penal-
ties for not complying with 
the new hours.

Other allegations 
against the school and Yoo 
include stopping e-mail 
confi rmations of requests 
for religious absences, put-
ting a letter in Klass’s per-
sonnel fi le alleging miscon-
duct, not allowing Klass to 
use personal time for re-
ligious observance as she 
had in the past, and scold-
ing her for missing nine 
days in 2017, many of which 
were Jewish holidays, ac-
cording to the suit.

The lawsuit specifi es 
that Klass is suing over 
defamation regarding 
the misconduct charge, 
harassment at the work-
place, religious discrimi-
nation, and other griev-
ances. 

Klass and Aron de-
clined to comment beyond 
the contents of the law-
suit.

New York State law of-
fers some protections to 
employees regarding reli-
gious holidays, including 
allowing them to observe 
holy days unless doing so 
would create “undue hard-
ship,”  according to the 
state attorney general’s 
website. 

KOSHER

LANDMARK
Continued from page 2

Continued from page 4

contradiction to the purpose of pro-
viding green space and parks open 
to all people.”

The Department of Citywide Ad-
ministrative Services said the city 
is working with the state New York 
Power Authority to identify parking 
lots across the city where solar can-
opies can be installed, and that the 
lot at Manhattan Beach is one of the 
options being considered, according 
to a department spokeswoman. So-
lar canopies are roof-like structures 
on posts that have solar panels on 
them.

CB15 chairwoman Theresa Scavo 
said she contacted the Parks Depart-
ment after hearing rumors about the 
plans, and that the department told 
her the solar canopy would be a 19-
foot structure that would not block 
the sight line. 

But the panels discussed at the 
CB15 meeting were from a concep-
tual study, according to a spokes-
woman for the Department of City-
wide Administrative Services, who 
said there is currently no exact de-
sign for the structures.

“The city is in the earliest stages 
of planning,” said the spokeswoman. 
“No design has been created yet or 
formalized.”

Several residents addressed the 

board to voice their opposition to 
the solar panels. One called the pro-
posed structure an “eyesore,” and 
said it would be better placed else-
where, away from the corrosive sea 
air.

“We love solar, but it should be on 
roofs,” said Louise Albenda. “And 
these may need maintenance being 
so close to the salt water.”

Scavo added that the canopy 
could become a magnet for loiterers 
and people up to no good.

“It gives a location for shelter. It 
opens the door to more problems,” 
she said. “People looking to hangout, 
it gives them a roof.”

The board then voted unani-
mously at the meeting to write a let-
ter to the city stating its opposition 
to the project.

CB15 sent the letter to the De-
partment of Citywide Administra-
tive Services on March 2, accord-
ing to Scavo.

The Department of Citywide 
Administrative Services had not 
received the letter as of March 2, 
but said the community board’s 
views will be included in the feed-
back it seeks from people in the 
area after showing them a de-
sign, said the department spokes-
woman.

SUN BLIGHT: Community Board 15 shot down a city plan to install a “solar canopy” like 
this one in the Manhattan Beach parking lot, saying it would be an eyesore. 
 Associated Press / Al Behrman

Continued from page 1 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 11UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

A CNG Publication

BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publica

& TELL

July 12, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 15

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  
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Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED

BY ADAM LUCENTE
It’s the yeast they could do!

Brooklynites turned out 
to taste some local brews at a 
fund-raiser on March 2  for the 
Guild for Exceptional Chil-
dren, a group that supports 
local people with intellectual 
and developmental disabili-
ties and their families.

In addition to raising 
money, the social event 
helped connect the organi-
zation’s clients with others 
in the community, accord-

ing to the group’s head.
“When people think of de-

velopmental disability, they 
don’t think of the person, 
they think of the disability,” 
said executive director Paul 
Cassone. “It was a chance to 
talk to our folks and help peo-
ple see them as people.”

The seventh-annual 
beer tasting and buffet took 
place at the Marine Park 
Golf Course. Attendees paid 
for entry, and then were 
able to sample a plethora of 

beers provided by non-lo-
cal and local breweries, in-
cluding Sixpoint Brewery 
in Red Hook and Blue Point 
Brewing Company on Long 
Island. The brewers pro-
vided their beer as a way to 
show off their product and 
support the cause. All in 
all, the guild raised around 
$15,000, and more than 100 
supporters came out.

“I was thrilled,” said 
Cassone, who was afraid 
the heavy snow and rain 

that day would keep people 
from showing up. “I was 
very pleased with the way it 
turned out.”

The Guild for Exceptional 
Children is a Bay Ridge 
group that supports the de-
velopmentally and intellec-
tually disabled, and families 
raising disabled children, by 
providing vocational train-
ing, activities such as ceram-
ics and gardening classes, 
therapy services, and more 
to their clients. 

Beer tasting to benefi t disabled

HOME BREW: (Above) Maureen Demarinis drinks a beer from Six-
point Brewery, located in Red Hook, at a beer tasting and buffet 
held at the course on March 2 to benefi t the Guild for Exceptional 
Children, which supports families who have children with special 
needs. (Center) Jen Herusso and Tommy Hoefel enjoy Sam Adams 
at the event. (Right) Marine Park Golf Course general manager Ste-
phen Fabrizio drinks merrily. Photos by Steve Solomonson
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000, www.terraceonthepark.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461, (718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Soccer League teams — the 
Jacksonville Armada FC 
and Miami FC — will also 
have other squads play in 
the Premier League, which 
will begin its season on 
April 15. 

“In years past, the B 
team has been more of a de-
velopmental squad for the 
main Cosmos team,” said 
a spokesman for the team. 
“The players on the team 
have always been a mix 
of aspiring professionals 
and regular Cosmos play-
ers who were not getting 
enough playing time with 
the main club.”

Last September, the U.S. 
Soccer Federation denied 
the North American Soc-
cer League second-division 
status for the 2018 season, 
meaning that the Cosmos 
and the six other teams 
that play in that league 
would be forced to apply 
for third-division status, 

which would bring with it 
fewer sponsors, lower sal-
aries for the players and 
coaches, and a lower level 
of competition, according 
to a Cosmos spokesman.

Cosmos owner and Ital-
ian cable magnate Rocco 
Commisso vowed to fi ght 
the ruling, so the league — 
which was formed in 1967 
— challenged the federa-
tion’s decision in early No-
vember through the U.S. 
Court of Appeals. Soon af-
ter, a long list of local pols 
— including the borough’s 
native son Sen. Chuck 
Schumer —  sent letters to 
the governing body calling 
for it to keep the Cosmos 
alive , citing the hundreds 
of jobs the team brings to 
the Coney Island commu-
nity. 

The Cosmos joined 
the North American Soc-
cer League in 1971 and 
became a team to watch 
four years later when the 
club signed Brazilian leg-
end Pelé, who became the 
world’s highest-paid ath-

lete at the time,  according 
to Crain’s . But 10 years 
later, the league crumbled, 
leaving the Cosmos non-
existent until the league 
resurfaced in 2009 and the 
revived team rejoined it 
four years later.

Commisso  bought the 
Cosmos last December  af-
ter it reportedly sustained 
$30 million in losses, and 
he promptly moved the club 
from its ill-fated Hofstra 
University home on Long 
Island to Coney Island’s 
7,000-seat MCU Park sta-
dium.

The North American 
Soccer League’s interim 
commissioner, Rishi Seh-
gal, said in a statement that 
the league will now focus 
on returning to the fi eld for 
the 2019 season, and that it 
will also take certain mem-
bers of the federation’s 
board to court “for confl icts 
of interest and derelictions 
of duty which have harmed 
the NASL and countless 
other constituents in U.S. 
Soccer.”

LoPinto, visited the center 
on Feb. 16 and told the se-
niors they would have to 
move the center to the  or-
ganization’s Monsignor Jo-
seph Stedman Residence in 
Borough Park  by May 15 — 
nearly three weeks before 
the June 4 end of the cen-
ter’s lease.

The Sisters of Mercy 
had  tried unsuccessfully to 
force the center out by early 
February , but backed down 
after the seniors rallied 
outside the Angel Guard-
ian home on Feb. 2, prom-
ising the seniors that they 
could stay until their lease 
was up.

LoPinto also implied 
that Catholic Charities was 
speeding up the move to the 
new location on 53rd Street 
between Ninth Avenue and 
Fort Hamilton Parkway be-
fore the Sisters require it 
because out of legal conve-
nience.

“We’re going to try to 
be ahead of [the Sisters’] 
timeline and there are le-
gal reasons why I must do 
that, because if I don’t do 
that, there are documents 
that I would have to sign 
that I don’t want to sign. 
They would put us under 

certain legal constraints 
that I would prefer not to 
be under,” he said. 

A Catholic Charities rep 
would not elaborate on the 
nature of the documents 
and constraints the monsi-
gnor was so eager to avoid, 
but said LoPinto was happy 
that the seniors were com-
ing forward to complain.

“He has nothing but 
great respect for the se-
niors and encourages them 
to continue publicly voic-
ing their opinions and con-
cerns,” said Lucy Garrido-
Mota.

The senior who orga-
nized the protests blasted 
LoPinto and the religious 
organization for distress-
ing the seniors by walking 
back their promise that 
they could stay through 
June, suggesting they were 
probably rushing just to 
save a few weeks’ rent.  

“It’s a disgrace what 
they’re doing, these seniors 
are getting sick over it,” 
said Pauline Castagna. “I 
think it’s because they own 
the building where they’re 
sending us. But June 4 is 
only two-and-a-half weeks 
more.” 

Councilman Justin 
Brannan (D–Bay Ridge) 
— who does not represent 
the district but has  repeat-
edly  publicly  castigated 

the nuns  — also  accompa-
nied LoPinto to the center 
to talk to the seniors about 
the changing circum-
stances . 

But the seniors said 
they weren’t impressed 
with his appearance at the 
meeting, since the former 
fi rebrand didn’t resist the 
early move-out date, but 
rather urged the seniors to 
accept it, retreating from 
 his earlier pledges to fi ght 
for the seniors to stay .

“When [Brannan] came 
here, he took the priest’s 
side. That turned the se-
niors off,” Castagna said. 
“He’s two-faced.” 

Brannan defended his 
support of the early move, 
citing his efforts to get the 
complex landmarked be-
fore it can be bulldozed, 
and make the senior cen-
ter’s transition to a new lo-
cation go smoothly.

 “I am doing everything 
I can to save the Angel 
Guardian Home and pro-
tect the Narrows Senior 
Center,” he said. 

“That includes sign-
ing on to a letter with the 
Guardians of the Guard-
ian to see the Angel Guard-
ian Home landmarked and 
to make sure the Narrows 
Senior Center has a via-
ble back up plan if all else 
fails.”

SENIORS

Continued from page 1 

COSMOS

Continued from page 1 
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Attention Seniors and Caregivers

To exhibit at our next expo call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

The event will feature
informa tional seminars and more than 50 
vendor booths showcasing a variety of 
facilities, products and services such as 
assisted living, home care, pooled trusts, legal 
advice, insurance options, adult day care, 
audiology, elder care options, community 
wellness initiatives, and more.
Preventative Cardiovascular Testing Available

Sunday, March 11th

9:30am – 2pm
New Larger Location!
QUEENS COLLEGE
FITZGERALD GYM
Reeves Ave. Entrance at 153rd St., Flushing, NY 11367
(Just south of the LIE between Main St.Exit 23 and Kissena Blvd. Exit 24)
For GPS directions enter 153rd St. and Reeves Ave., Queens, NY

FREE Admission
Register now at nycElderCareExpo.com 
or call (718) 260-4552
FREE Parking

NYC ELDER CARE

For seniors & their caregiversExpo & Conference

2018

9:45 am
What to do now to protect your 
family’s assets later

10:30 am
Understanding managed 
long term care 

11:15 am
Preventing elder care fraud

12:00 pm
Estate Planning and the benefi ts 
and pitfalls of probate

12:45 pm 
Closing the NYC mobility gap

1:30 pm 
Taking charge: Know your 
healthcare options and how to 
access them at every stage of life

Seminar schedule & topics subject to change.

Seminars will fi ll up. Reserve your spots now at nycElderCareExpo.com

 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

S P O N S O R S

TODAY!


