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BY COLIN MIXSON
A new plan to install protected 
bike lanes and other to-be-named 
“pedestrian-safety improve-
ments” along Ninth Street will 
make it safer for locals to tra-
verse the road where a woman 
killed two small kids and injured 
three adults on March 5, accord-
ing to the city’s transit chief.

Department of Transporta-
tion Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg on March 8 said her plan-
ners were already hard at work 
on the changes to the Park Slope 
street where the deadly collision 
occurred three days earlier.

“We will … present our plan 
to local residents, businesses, 
elected offi cials, and the commu-
nity board next month to gather 
valuable input, and plan to im-
plement as soon as the weather 
permits,” Trottenberg said be-
fore members of Council’s Trans-
portation Committee.

Her announcement came 
amid activists’ impassioned de-
mands for better traffi c-calming 
measures along Ninth Street 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Kings County’s top prosecu-
tor must probe the medical 
history of the woman who on 
March 5 killed two children af-
ter she ran a red light and col-
lided with them in Park Slope 
 before he can charge her , he 
said.

District Attorney Eric Gon-
zalez indicated that a seizure 
may have led Staten Island 
resident Dorothy Bruns to 
plow her Volvo sedan into the 
kids and their mothers, who 
survived along with another 
struck man, and said he is ex-
amining the motorist’s health 
records to determine whether 
her decision to get behind the 
wheel constitutes a criminal 
violation of the law.

“It’s a real tragedy, but we 
have to make sure this woman 
should have been driving in 
the fi rst place,” Gonzalez said.

Various reports citing anon-
ymous law-enforcement sources 
indicate that Bruns, who fatally 
hit 1-year-old Joshua Lew and 

Speedy fi xes are  
being promised 
at collision site

DA investigating 
driver’s health 
to build case

CRASH AFTERMATH

Continued on page 3Continued on page 3
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Street fi ghters
Roughly 1,000 activists strode down Ninth Street in Park Slope on Monday — one week after a driver 
killed two young children crossing the road at Fifth Avenue — demanding elected offi cials implement 
safety improvements on streets citywide in the wake of the deadly crash. Photo by Jason Speakman

Locals and pols react to tragedy that killed baby, 4-year-old 
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BY COLIN MIXSON
These kids get an A in activ-
ism. 

Thousands of students ral-
lied for stricter gun laws dur-
ing school walkouts across 
the borough on Wednesday 
— one month to the day that 
a gunman killed 17 people 
when he opened fi re inside a 
Florida high school. 

“Enough is enough — I 
want my voice to be heard,” 
said Tyler Ovenden, a senior 
at Brooklyn Tech. “There are 
all these shootings, and no 
one has spoken up.”  

Impassioned pupils from 
the Fort Greene high school 
joined kids from Packer Col-
legiate Institute in Brook-
lyn Heights, PS 321 and the 
four schools within the John 
Jay Educational Campus in 
Park Slope, Fort Hamilton 
High School in Bay Ridge, 
Midwood’s Edward R. Mur-
row High School, and other 
borough learning houses at 
demonstrations across Kings 
County. 

Participants in the 17-min-
ute walkouts — which were 
timed to refl ect the number of 
lives lost in Florida, but went 
on for much longer in many 
cases — brandished signs 
and shouted chants demand-
ing common-sense gun legis-
lation, including new laws to 
ensure assault weapons, such 
as the semi-automatic AR-15 
assault rifl e the 19-year-old 
Florida shooter used in his 
deadly rampage, don’t fall 
into the wrong hands.

And some young protes-
tors expressed fears that their 
classrooms could become fu-
ture targets if legislators do 
not act.

“As a student, the situa-
tion is very scary,” said Tasia 
Alam, a freshman at Edward 
R. Murrow. “I would hate to 
see myself in that situation, 
and gun control is being han-
dled in a very poor manner.”

The rallies followed Pres-

ident Trump’s decision ear-
lier this week to  disavow his 
previous pledge to push for 
tighter gun laws  and instead 
move toward a National Ri-
fl e Association–backed pro-
posal to arm and train teach-
ers who could defend students 
during an attack.     

But the last thing many lo-
cal students want is more fi re-
arms in classrooms, accord-
ing to another Brooklyn Tech 
teen, who said even his educa-
tors recoiled at the thought.

“I don’t want my teachers 
to have guns,” said Nicolas 
Killmer. “Even my teachers 

don’t want to have guns.”
Borough President Ad-

ams, who led students and 
other residents in an after-
school rally at the Prospect 
Park Bandshell that followed 
many of the morning walk-
outs, urged Brooklynites to 
stay vigilant in their fi ght for 
lasting reform. 

“Now is that moment. We 
must do something about 
guns,” he said. “This rally is 
just the beginning of a move-
ment for national change on 
this critical issue.”

And Mayor DeBlasio re-
turned to Kings County to 

join the walkout at Edward R. 
Murrow, where he also spoke 
about the need to tighten gun 
regulations. 

But despite Hizzoner’s 
involvement, kids who par-
ticipated in the demonstra-
tion at the public high school 
were still marked absent from 
class, according to Alam, who 
said she would have appreci-
ated a free pass from the lead-
ers of the city’s education sys-
tem.

“I would have done it ei-
ther way, but I would prefer if 
I wasn’t marked absent,” she 
said.

SKIPPED TO MAKE A STATEMENT: (Clockwise, from top) Pint-sized protestors from Park Slope’s PS 321 
marched as part of the student-led walkouts on Wednesday. Hundreds of students, many from Fort Greene’s 
Brooklyn Tech high school, rallied for gun control outside of Borough Hall. A pupil from the John Jay Educa-
tional Campus joined the borough-wide call to reform fi rearm legislation.

YOUTH IN REVOLT
Students demand common-sense gun reform at walkouts across boro
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By Alexandra Simon

Buffalo fans, won’t you come out 
tonight?

Brooklynites can get a belly-
full of the cuisine and culture of New 
York’s second largest city at the “Buffalo 
City Fair,” at the Bell House in Gowanus 
on March 24. The six-hour wild wing-
ding distills a weekend trip to the city 
nearest Niagra Falls into a delicious after-
noon, for those who are home-sick for 
Buffalo or those who want to explore a 
new town, said the event’s director.  

“This is a good snapshot of that 
weekend,” said Varghese Chacko, who 
lives in Park Slope. “Our plan is to give 
both people who live in New York City 
or who are from Buffalo a sense of that 
food and culture.”

First on the menu is Buffalo’s most 
famous food — buffalo wings! The 

saucy, spicy chicken wings are a famil-
iar sight to down-state New Yorkers, 
but some of the other dishes may be 
new, including “garbage plates,” a multi-
option tray often including a cheese-
burger, french fries, pasta salad, beans, 
and coleslaw — “beef on weck,” a roast 
beef on a roll — and loganberry drinks, 
a soda made with hybrid raspberry and 
blackberry flavors, which the Fair will 
serve spiked with booze. 

Heading up the production of the 
Buffalonian buffet is chef John Marren, 
who owns the restaurant Buffalo’s Famous 
in Kensington. The 10-year transplant 
from that city says that he is no purist 
— his hometown’s food can be served 
anywhere, as long as the chef has a strong 
appreciation for its origin.

“It doesn’t need to be made in Buffalo, 
but it needs to be made in the same tra-

dition as Buffalo,” said Marren. “Some 
purists won’t look at a barbecue pizza 
as pizza, but I don’t look at it that hard-
core. I just feel you just have to have a 
healthy respect for how it’s made, and 
give a s---.” 

Marren said he is thrilled at being able 
to relive some nostalgia and give people 
the experience of eating the food he grew 
up with.

“I’m most excited to have a lot of 
authenticity under one roof — that’s what 
we’re aiming for, and we’re trying to 
make sure it’s authentic,” he said. “In the 
last decade, everyone agreed that Buffalo 
has a top 10 food culture — if you’re a 
foodie this is an opportunity to check out 
a reputable food culture."

Several bands and comedians from 
Buffalo will perform during the festival, 
and visitors can play “kan jam,” a beloved 

Buffalo frisbee game.
Chacko’s organization, City Fair, has 

previously celebrated Colorado food, 
and next plans to highlight dishes from 
Cleveland, Ohio. But for this session, he 
decided to go closer to home, and to help 
Brooklynites appreciate the food culture 
on the far side of the state. 

“I think it’s just a great way to get 
a sense of the food and entertainment 
and really, the people of Buffalo,” said 
Chacko. “Buffalo has passionate resi-
dents, and the mixture of food and com-
edy and entertainment and attendees — 
it’s going to bring a great mix of Buffalo 
flavor to new people.”

“Buffalo City Fair” at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510, 
www.thebellhouseny.com]. March 24; 1–7 
pm. $10.

Chow down on Buffalo foods at Brooklyn festival

Wings spread

King of wings: (Clockwise, from right) Buffalo native 
John Marren, who owns Buffalo’s Famous in Kensington, 
will serve garbage plates and other dishes from his home 
city at the Bell House on March 24. Marren finishes his 
famous buffalo wings on the grill. And Buffalonians, for 
some reason, call a simple beef sandwich on a roll “beef 
on weck.”  Photos by Taylor Balkom
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BY COLIN MIXSON
A Tony Award–winning ac-
tress’s unborn child will sur-
vive after a driver ran over the 
pregnant woman on March 5 
in a harrowing Park Slope col-
lision that claimed the life of 
her 4-year-old daughter and 
another 1-year-old boy.

The family of Broadway 
performer Ruthie Ann Miles 
on March 8 confi rmed she did 
not lose her unborn baby in 
the deadly crash via a Twitter 
post that also thanked local 
well-wishers for their concern 
following the incident.

“Ruthie is now out of ICU 
and healing, by all accounts it 
is a miracle our second child 
is unharmed,” the post read. 
“We are extremely grateful 
for your kindness and gener-
osity.” 

Miles, 34, was crossing 
Ninth Street at Fifth Avenue 

with her daughter Abigail 
Blumenstein when Staten Is-
land resident Dorothy Bruns 
drove through the crowded 
crosswalk, striking the pair 
along with Miles’s friend Lau-
ren Lew, her son Joshua, and 
another man. Both youngsters 
died before rescuers arrived, 
according to police, who said 

emergency responders rushed 
the adults to nearby Methodist 
Hospital in critical condition.    

Following the fatal col-
lision —  for which offi cials 
did not immediately charge 
Bruns , claiming a seizure 
may have led her to plow into 
the victims — do-gooders do-
nated more than $420,000 to 
an  online fund-raiser  in sup-
port of Miles and her kin, far 
exceeding the $5,000 goal set 
by the family friend who orga-
nized the initiative.

And big-hearted donors 
showed similar support for 
the Lew family, contributing 
more than $225,000 to a sepa-
rate  online fund-raiser  set up 
after the death of their boy.

In 2015, Miles won the Tony 
Award for Best Featured Ac-
tress in a Musical for her per-
formance as Lady Thiang in 
“The King and I.”

GARDEN OF TEARS: Flowers, stuffed animals, and other tokens of grief decorated a memorial to the two 
children killed in a fatal crash at Ninth Street and Fifth Avenue on March 5. Community News Group / Colin Mixson

A small miracle
Slope-crash survivor’s unborn baby will live, family says

SURVIVORS: Actress Ruthie Ann 
Miles and her unborn baby lived 
after a driver smashed into the 
pregnant mother last week. 
 Associated Press / Andy Kropa

after Staten Island resident 
Dorothy Bruns killed 1-year-
old Joshua Lew and 4-year-
old Abigail Blumenstein, and 
injured their mothers Lauren 
Lew and award-winning stage 
actress Ruthie Ann Miles — 
who is pregnant — along with 
the other man when she ran a 
red light and plowed her white 
Volvo into the victims as they 
crossed the road at Fifth Ave-
nue on March 5.

Traffi c-safety advocates 
gathered the next morning 
to confront Mayor DeBla-
sio outside the YMCA that 
he famously travels 12 miles 
to work out at each day — 
which is down the block from 
where the kids died — where 
 Hizzoner told the crowd he 
wanted to see Albany pass 
laws imposing stricter pun-
ishments on reckless drivers .

The mayor sharpened his 
rhetoric at a March 7 press 
conference, where he ex-
pressed his wish that Bruns 
had been arrested after  Dis-
trict Attorney Eric Gonzalez 
did not immediately charge 
her in the wake of the deadly 
crash .

“I wish she was under ar-
rest right now. And certainly 
measures need to be taken 
to make sure she will not be 
driving a car anymore,” De-
Blasio told reporters.

And Trottenberg reiter-
ated her boss’s promise to 
crackdown on road rogues 
during her testimony before 
the Council committee, say-
ing DeBlasio plans to craft 
his own legislation to punish 
careless motorists.

“The mayor has promised 
to roll out a set of legislative 
proposals to address the legal 
loopholes that allow deadly 

drivers to remain on New 
York City roads.”

The commissioner’s pledge 
to make Ninth Street less 
hazardous preempted a dem-
onstration on the road on 
Monday evening, where street-
safety advocates called for a 
more comprehensive plan to 
improve roads across the city.

After transit gurus reveal 
their Ninth Street redesign 
in April, it will fi rst be re-
viewed by Community Board 
6’s Transportation Commit-
tee before landing in front 
of the full board, which will 
vote on whether or not to en-
dorse or modify the plan.

And the chances of CB6 
members willfully obstruct-
ing the project are slim, ac-
cording to the chairman of 
the board’s Transportation 
Committee, who said that 
even if his colleagues try to 
block the proposal, the city 
will likely just ignore the 
civic panel’s decision given 
the intense pressure to act in 
response to last week’s hei-
nous collision. 

“I can’t imagine that the 
board would oppose taking 
steps to make Ninth Street 
safer,” said Eric McClure. 
“And if for any reason it 
did decide to do that, I can’t 
imagine the city would let 
the board stand in the way.”

NINTH ST.

4-year-old Abigail Blumenstein 
as they crossed Ninth Street at 
Fifth Avenue with the other vic-
tims, suffered from numerous 
medical conditions, including 
multiple sclerosis.

If true, the deadly crash 
mirrors a January 2017 inci-
dent in East Flatbush that left 
pedestrian and father Marlon 
Palacios dead after a driver 
diagnosed with multiple scle-
rosis plowed into him at high 
speeds on Linden Boulevard. 
 Gonzalez charged that motor-
ist with reckless manslaughter  
in February, after investiga-
tors alleged that his neurolog-
ical disorder directly contrib-
uted to the crash — and that 
he ignored his doctor’s orders 

not to get behind the wheel be-
cause of his condition.

And the district attorney’s 
investigators can now be ex-
pected to comb Bruns’s medi-
cal past to fi nd out whether 
doctors issued her similar 
warnings before she drove 
into the victims, potentially 
issuing subpoenas to uncover 
documents that could be used 
against her, according to one 
personal-injury lawyer.

“They’re going to be talk-
ing to doctors, subpoenaing 
records, looking for documen-
tation of that,” said Daniel 
Flanzig, a Manhattan-based 
attorney who represents pe-
destrians and cyclists.  

Prosecutors may also in-
vestigate whether Bruns suf-
fered previous seizures or 
other episodes, and if she could 

have known that her physical 
health might affect her ability 
to drive, Flanzig said.

“If you know with some 
reasonable degree that your 
ability to operate a vehicle is 
compromised, it can rise to the 
level of being reckless, even 
without a doctor,” he said.

But if the alleged seizure 
that caused Bruns — whose 
driver’s licence was revoked 
by the Department of Motor 
Vehicles after last week’s col-
lision at the urging of police — 
to lose control of her vehicle is 
deemed an isolated incident, 
the district attorney may fi nd 
it harder to build a case, ac-
cording to Flanzig.

Gonzalez’s decision not to 
immediately charge Bruns af-
ter the deadly crash followed 
his similar reactions in the 

wake of other fatal collisions 
in the borough.

Last month, he did not 
charge  the United Parcel Ser-
vice trucker who hit and killed 
a 27-year-old woman cross-
ing Ashland Place at DeKalb 
Avenue in Fort Greene , even 
though police said the victim 
had the right of way at the 
time of the incident.

And in January, oil-truck 
driver  Philip Monfoletto 
ran down 13-year-old cyclist 
Kevin Flores while behind 
the wheel of his big-rig in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant , killing the 
boy. Gonzalez slapped Monfo-
letto with a criminal-misde-
meanor charge for operating 
the heavy-duty vehicle with a 
suspended license, but failed 
to bring felony charges against 
the trucker, whose license had 

been suspended nine times 
when the collision occurred 
— one suspension short of the 
10 needed at the time of any ar-
rest to warrant more serious 
consequences.

But the intense media at-
tention generated by outrage 
over the Park Slope crash that 
killed young Lew and Blumen-
stein — and left the girl’s preg-
nant mother, Tony Award–
winning stage actress Ruthie 
Ann Miles, critically injured 
— may mean the difference 
between a slap on the wrist or 
a felony indictment for Bruns, 
according to Flanzig.

“From my experience with 
district attorneys, they tend 
to be very responsive when 
there’s a public outcry,” the 
lawyer said. “You’re not going 
to see Gonzalez back away.”

DA PROBE

CHANGE IS COMING: The city is 
planning safety improvements 
along Ninth Street in the wake of 
the deadly collision on the road. 
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Continued from cover 

Continued from cover
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BY COLIN MIXSON
He’s on his high horse!

The Red Hook industrialist who re-
cently bought Kensington Stables un-
veiled plans to turn the beleaguered 
barn into a “state of the art” horse-rid-
ing facility for Prospect Park–goers — 
but fi rst wants the city to sign off on an 
application to upzone the property so 
he can build revenue-earning housing 
above the pony palace.

“We want to sit down with the city 
and go over the things the park needs 
to make it really viable for a horse 
stable,” said concrete magnate John 
Quadrozzi, Jr., whom this newspa-
per  revealed as the barn’s dark-horse 
buyer  last December.

Quadrozzi’s proposal calls for build-
ing seven new stories atop the stables, 
which would contain 12 rental units 
that he said will rake in cash and allow 
him to rebuild the dilapidated barn 
that is still under a city-issued vacate 
order after inspectors in December 
discovered a partially collapsed roof, 
rotten ceiling joists, and bulging brick 
walls that a Department of Buildings 
rep called a “signifi cant hazard.”

And once the barn is renovated, 
the tycoon said he plans to re-brand 
it as Prospect Park Stables, and hopes 
to move forward with a latent plan to 
turn a patch of the nearby green space 
into a premier equestrian trot spot.

“A riding arena in the park would 
be a home run,” Quadrozzi said.

The local councilman said he is 
open to permitting development of 
the stables in some form — whether 
through an upzoning that would al-
low for a taller mixed-use structure, 
or by selling the air rights above the 
barn to a builder working on a nearby 
project — but that he would fi rst need 
Quadrozzi’s fi rm commitment to main-
tain a community riding facility for far 
longer than the fi ve years he agreed to 

in his deal to buy Kensington Stables 
from its former owner, the Blanken-
ship family, which sold the barn to pay 
off debts owed by its late patriarch.

“John made a commitment for fi ve 
years — that’s not long-term preserva-
tion,” said Brad Lander.

Quadrozzi said he has no problem 
with agreeing to maintain stables in-
defi nitely as long as the city okays his 
plan to make the property profi table.

And as part of his barn makeover, 
Quadrozzi wants to piggyback on an 
agreement between the Department of 
Parks and Recreation and local eques-
trian organization Gallop NYC to bring 
a riding arena to Prospect Park’s Pa-
rade Ground, located just a block from 
the tycoon’s Caton Place barn.

The Parks Department secured 
funds for the enclosed arena via a joint 
grant from Lander and Borough Pres-
ident Adams in 2014, and designs al-
ready exist, according to Gallop’s head 
Alicia Kershaw.

But the project stalled when the 
future of Kensington Stables fell into 
jeopardy, and Gallop allowed a trans-
fer of the funds reserved for the riding 
arena to the city’s Economic Develop-
ment Corporation so that agency could 
put the cash towards a bid to buy the 
barn, Kershaw said.

Now that Quadrozzi purchased the 
facility, however, those funds are ex-
pected to revert to the arena project, 
and the barn’s new owner — whose 
concrete company once rebuilt part of 
Prospect Park’s bridle path — hopes 
to partner with Gallop by offering the 
group stable space in exchange for use 
of the riding grounds, he said.

But local equestrians should not 
expect to trot around the arena soon, 
Kershaw said, because it could take 
years before the plan makes its way 
through the city’s approval process for 
capital projects.

REBORN: The new owner of Kensington Stables wants the city to sign off on his plan to 
redevelop the property into a taller mixed-use structure with a new barn.

PONY UP
Stables’ new owner seeks city’s okay 
to build taller human-horse housing 
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EBT

K
D

Whole Peeled
Tomatoes

Bartlett Pears

Dutch Gouda Cheese

Jumbo Artichokes

Pecorino Romano Almond Milk

Southern Yams

Kiwi Fruit

3/14 7AM -3/19 7PM
SALE STARTS 15 1614 17 18 19

Cactus Pears

Seedless Grapes

Soft Drinks

9999¢¢

8989¢¢$$299299
Greek Yogurt

$$999999

KOSHER

Lemons

88forfor

$$199199

Navel Oranges

Sweet Mini Peppers

SPECIAL!

GREAT DEAL!

44 forfor

$$1155forfor

$$199199
Scallions

$$499499
lb.lb.

44forfor

$$22

¢¢9999
¢¢9999

¢¢4949

$$499499
lb.lb.

77forfor

$$199199 8989¢¢
lb.lb.

$$139139
lb.lb.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This Protection Agency is do-
ing double duty!

Federal offi cials oversee-
ing the  ongoing cleanup of the 
Gowanus Canal  could save 
the so-called historic Gow-
anus Station building from 
the wrecking ball as city lead-
ers seek to raze the structure 
in order to install a subterra-
nean sewage tank on the land 
it occupies, according to the 
man spearheading the scrub.

“Because it’s a Superfund 
site, if an underground tank 
is built at the location where 
the building stands, then that 
location becomes part of site,” 
said the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s project man-
ager Christos Tsiamis. “And 
the EPA’s jurisdiction includes 
the fate of the building.”

Last November, the city 
kicked-off its lengthy Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure 
in an attempt  to seize the pri-
vately owned Butler Street 
property and an adjacent Nev-
ins Street parcel through emi-

nent domain  to make way for 
two underground vessels that 
would hold a total 12-million 
gallons of raw waste and storm 
water so neither spills into the 
canal during rain storms.

The Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission in December 
decided not to move forward 
with a request to protect the 
Gowanus Station building be-
cause its members claimed the 
brick Beaux Arts structure 
lacked architectural merit af-
ter undergoing several altera-
tions since it was built in 1913.

The agency instead gave 
the city’s Department of En-
vironmental Protection the 
okay to demolish the build-
ing that once supplied the 
city with water, and a rep for 
that department said it plans 
to bulldoze most of it pending 
the outcome of the eminent-do-
main application.

“If DEP does acquire the 
property, we will look to save 
the Gowanus Station plaque 
and other ornamental fea-
tures and incorporate them, 

where feasible, into the EPA–
mandated retention-tank facil-
ities,” said Edward Timbers.

But the ultimate power to 
preserve any historically sig-
nifi cant building within the 
Superfund site lies with the 
Feds as the overseer of the 
cleanse, and Environmental 
Protection Agency bigwigs 
will consult with their own ar-
cheologist to make a fi nal call 
regarding Gowanus Station’s 
fate, according to Tsiamis.

And the decision may dif-
fer or confer with the city’s, 
according to the cleanup man-
ager, who explained the pro-
cess alongside reps from the 
state’s Historic Preservation 
Offi ce, the Environmental 
Protection Department, and 
the Landmarks Commission 
at a Feb. 27 meeting of local 
watchdog organization the 
Gowanus Canal Community 
Advisory Group.

“The EPA has an archae-
ologist who makes his assess-
ments as to how to proceed 
and eventually we have to 

make a decision based on that 
input,” Tsiamis said. “We will 
take into account the public’s 
wishes and the engineers’ 
challenges to come up with 
something that makes sense.”

The federal agency will 
make its decision on whether 
to save the building in the 
next few months, Tsiamis 

said, once it receives feedback 
from its archeologist and city 
and state offi cials, who all will 
weigh in on how pricey and 
hard it may be for engineers to 
preserve the entire structure.

If the city doesn’t acquire 
the private land on Nevins 
and Butler streets by 2020, the 
Feds will install the sewage 
tanks where cleanup leaders 
originally proposed they go: in 
the grave of the nabe’s beloved 
Double D pool, which must be 
exhumed in order to purge tox-
ins buried beneath it, but will 
be rebuilt at its longtime site if 
the city’s eminent-domain pro-
posal passes. 

And in other news on the 
canal, the cleanup that started 
in 2016 is inching along, ac-
cording to Tsiamis, who said 
engineers are still building 
bulkheads along the waterway 
in order to resume a dredging-
and-capping program that was 
supposed to wrap this April, 
but was delayed by equipt-
ment problems shortly after it 
began last October.

AWAITING ITS FATE: The Environ-
mental Protection Agency could 
save the Gowanus Station building 
on the corner of Nevins and Butler 
streets. Photo by Jason Speakman

Help from a higher power
EPA can spare century-old Gowanus Station from city’s destruction, Feds say
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$500 MIN IMUM DEPOSIT

4 Year IRA CD

APY*2.25%

Finally, a CD rate that's 
easy to warm up to.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is as of January 13, 2018, and is subject to change without notice. 
Maximum deposit is $250,000. FDIC regulations apply.  The bank is not responsible for typographical 
errors. Substantial penalties for early withdrawal. Fees could reduce earnings.  
Member FDIC.

Available only at branch locations.  
Visit us at www.ridgewoodbank.com, in branch  

or call (877) 417-6547 for details.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Cops are hunting for a man in a 
fedora they want to interrogate 
about the shooter who opened 
fi re outside a Court Street Ital-
ian restaurant known for its 
alleged ties to the Mafi a last 
month.

Video footage shows the 
6-foot person of interest walk-
ing nearby Marco Polo Ris-
torante in a dark hat and coat 
at 5:43 am on Feb. 25 —  about 
15 minutes before authori-
ties said a gun-toting weasel 
pumped three bullets into the 

eatery’s exterior around 6 am .
Investigators later found 10 

shells and multiple bullet frag-
ments across the street from 
the popular restaurant, where 
offi cials said the snake took 
aim from.

The red-sauce staple — 
whose founder Joseph Chirico 
pleaded guilty in 2008 to laun-
dering money for the notorious 
Gambino family decades after 
he opened the neighborhood 
institution in 1983 — was the 
gunman’s only target, accord-
ing to police. But Chirico’s son 

and co-owner, Marco Chirico, 
denied the rumors of Mafi a 
involvement in the shooting, 
and claimed shots also hit a 
car parked nearby.

A Police Department 
spokesman couldn’t confi rm 
whether cops believe the fedo-
ra-wearing man is connected 
to organized crime, citing the 
ongoing investigation.

“We won’t know until we 
caught him,” said Sergeant 
Jones.

The younger Chirico de-
clined to comment.  

Man sought for info on Court St gunfi re

CRIME BITES: Cops are investigating after a snake fi red bullets outside of Marco Polo Ristorante on Feb. 25, 
some of which hit the eatery’s facade. File photo by Jason Speakman

Mother Nature blasted Brooklyn with a winter storm on March 
7 that dumped massive globs of falling frozen stuff well into 
the evening. But by daybreak on March 8, the blanket of white 
over Green-Wood Cemetery and the rest of the borough already 
started to melt away as clear skies shone above the County of 
Kings. Photo by Paul Martinka

Once upon a whiteout
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Screenings for the uninsured funded by a grant from the New York State Department of Health. 

Paid for by The Brooklyn Hospital Center

Colon cancer is the #2 cause of cancer deaths among 
New Yorkers, but it doesn’t have to be. 

All men and women 50 years and older (45 years for African- 
Americans) should be tested for colon cancer.

Not insured? You may still be able to get screened. The Cancer 
Services Program of Brooklyn offers free colon cancer screening 
for eligible, uninsured men and women. Call 718-250-8708 for 
more information.
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

In the weed
Cops arrested a 45-year-old man 

for allegedly smoking pot outside a 
Warren Street housing building on 
Feb. 28.

The arresting offi cer said he 
spotted the man puffi ng away on 
the weed cigar between Third and 
Fourth avenues at 7:40 pm, and 
claims the man tossed the blunt 
upon seeing the cop.

But the patrolman found the 
drugs on the ground nearby, and 
cuffed the suspect on possession 
charges, authorities said.

Bad sport
An employee allegedly stole an 

estimated $46,000 worth of mer-
chandise from a Flatbush Avenue 
sporting-goods store from Aug. 4 to 
Feb. 19.

When police fi nally caught the 
suspect, who worked at the store be-
ween Atlantic Avenue and Pacifi c 
Street, they found his car stuffed 
with more than $1,700 worth of jack-
ets and sneakers.

Cops booked the man on Feb. 27, 
charging him with grand larceny 
by way of dishonest employment.

Trash talk
A dispute over trash amongst 

residents of a Fifth Avenue apart-
ment building turned violent on 
Feb. 18.

The victim, 57, told police the sus-
pect threw trash against the door 
of her apartment between Degraw 
Street and Berkley Place at 7:30 pm, 
while screaming, “If next time you 
don’t put the trash outside, I will do 
something bad to you!”

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Shoplifters busted
Cops cuffed a man and woman 

who they said tried to steal sham-
poo from a Smith Street pharmacy 
on March 13.

An employee said the pair en-
tered the store near Warren Street 
at 1:25 pm and took shampoo, choco-
late, and ice cream from the shelves, 
before putting the items in a book-
bag. A security guard noticed they 
were trying to leave without pay-
ing, and detained them until police 
arrived, offi cers said. 

Authorities arrested the two in 
Carroll Gardens, and charged the 
duo with petty larceny and crimi-
nal possession of stolen property. 

Change thief
Offi cers arrested a woman who 

they said stole change from atop a 

washing machine at a Hicks Street 
laundromat on March 11. 

The victim said the woman took 
the $10 worth of change at 9:20 am 
inside the building between W. 
Ninth and Mill streets. 

Police said they looked at video 
footage and talked with the victim, 
and later arrested a Sunset Park 
woman. She was charged with petty 
larceny and criminal possession of 
stolen property.

Van break-in
A jerk stole tools from a van 

parked on Loraine Street on March 
11.

The victim said he left tools in 
his white van he parked between 
Columbia and Hicks streets at 2:35 
pm, and when he returned at 3:15 
pm, they were gone. The thief took 
a drill, a saw, and a grinder, police 
said. — Adam Lucente

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Nowhere to be found 
A jerk swiped a woman’s wallet 

she left on a desk inside an Adams 
Street building sometime between 
Feb. 26 and March 5, cops said.

The victim told police she left 
her Lo and Sons red wallet on the 
desk inside the building near Pearl 
Street and when she looked for it a 
week later on March 5, it was gone 
— along with her health-insurance 
card, credit cards, and cash inside, 
offi cials said. 

No happy ending 
A punk took a woman’s phone 

inside a movie theater near Albee 
Square on March 6, police said. 

The 22-year-old victim went to 
the bathroom inside the theater 
near Fleet Street around 11 pm and 
when she returned to her seat about 
30 minutes later, her iPhone was 
gone, according to authorities. 

Get up and grab 
Some baddie took a guy’s bag 

from inside a Nevins Street build-
ing during a March 8 meeting, offi -
cials said. 

The 66-year-old victim told po-
lice he got up to go to the bathroom 
inside the building near State Street 
around 2:30 pm — leaving behind 
his Nike backpack containing his 
wallet, Skullcandy wireless head-
phones, Swiss Army watch, and 

“Dunkirk” video disc — and when 
he sat back down at 3 pm, it was 
gone. 

Bye-cycle 
A cur rode off with a guy’s bike 

he locked near York Street over-
night on March 10, authorities said. 

The 35-year-old victim told cops 
he parked his two-wheeler near Ad-
ams Street around noon, and when 
he returned the next day at 11:20 am, 
his Brompton bicycle, Bern helmet, 
Brompton basket, Master Lock bike 
lock, and Oliver Peoples sunglasses 
were all gone. 

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Missing meds 
Some punk smashed a woman’s 

car window and stole her purse on 
Rockwell Place on March 11, police 
said. 

The 25-year-old woman parked 
her car near DeKalb Avenue around 
11 am, and when she returned at 1 
pm, she saw the baddie shattered 
her back driver-side window and 
swiped her purse — containing 
cash, a stethoscope, debit card, and 
blood-pressure cuffs — from inside 
the vehicle, authorities said. 

The cur then tried to use the 
woman’s stolen card at a Fulton 
Street department store, cops said. 

Internal incident 
Cops cuffed a Fire Department 

emergency responder for hitting 
her co-worker’s arm inside a DeKalb 
Avenue hospital on March 4.

The victim told police she was 
working inside the emergency room 
of the medical center near Ashland 
Place around 6:45 am when the sus-
pect hit her in the left arm with a 
tablet. 

What a trickster! 
Some con artist scammed a 

woman out of thousands of dollars 
for an Ashland Place apartment on 
Feb. 16, police said. 

The 52-year-old victim met the 
fraudster near Fulton Street around 
7:30 pm and handed over $3,000 for 
the apartment, but she later found 
out it was a scam and that the phony 
had nothing to do with the building, 
and reported it to cops on March 6, 
police said. — Julianne Cuba

72ND PRECINCT 
SUNSET PARK–WINDSOR TERRACE

Bad hangover
A pack of punks stole $1,000 from 

a drunk man’s jacket pocket on 
Eighth Avenue on March 11. 

The theft occurred between 58th 
and 59th streets just after 11:30 pm, 
and the thieves fl ed on foot on 59th 
Street towards Seventh Avenue af-
terwards, the victim told police.

Side hustle 
A 34th Street warehouse em-

ployee stole goods from his place of 
work to sell on eBay and other sites, 
a co-worker reported to police on 
March 5.

The disgruntled employee stole 
roughly $2,300 worth of postcards 
and T-shirts from the warehouse 
at Second Avenue, the colleague re-
ported. 

Didn’t get far 
Police arrested a pair of goons 

who they said kicked and broke a 
glass door at a Fourth Avenue deli 
on March 11, before attacking the 
bodega employee. 

The duo struck the store between 
53rd and 54th streets just before 2 
am, shattering the glass door before 
punching and kicking the victim, 
causing lacerations to his left hand 
and fi nger and redness and swelling 
to his head, police said. 

The pair fl ed on foot, but the em-
ployee identifi ed them with offi cers 
present about an hour later, at Sixth 
Avenue and 51st Street, according to 
authorities.

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Package deal 
A jerk stole a package of four iP-

hones from a man’s 13th Avenue 
home on March 8. 

The man told police that FedEx 
delivered the parcel containing the 
pricey smartphones to the door of 
his home near 71st Street just after 
9:35 am, and that the thief nabbed it 
soon after.

Knifed up 
Cops cuffed a man who they said 

was harassing a woman on Seventh 
Avenue on March 10, and had two 
knives on him — one of which was 
sticking out of his pocket in plain 
view.

The woman told police she was 
near 92nd Street at noon when the 
man began annoying and scaring 
her by poking her leg repeatedly, 
causing her to fear for her safety 
when she also saw the knife stick-
ing out.   — Julianne McShane



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 16–22, 2018 9  DT

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834
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*Cannot combine with any other offers.
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PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*
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3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 
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YMCANYC.ORG/CAMP

SUMMER CAMPS
Prospect Park YMCA & Park Slope Armory

Summer is growing season at YMCA camp. Kids 
develop core values, learn new skills, make new 

friends, and have tons of fun in the process. 
It’s where kids grow as much on the inside as 

they’re growing on the outside! From swimming 
and sports to arts and culture, YMCA camps will 
engage your child in a summer of exploration and 

enrichment. The city is our campground.

REGISTER TODAY!

Join the FUN!

10%  
Early Bird  
Discount 
ENDS APRIL 21
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
This project caught some air!

A Brooklyn-based developer 
recently swooped up additional 
air rights above Downtown’s 
old Brooklyn Law School of-
fi ce complex on Boerum Place, 
 which it purchased years ago,  
in order to erect an even larger 
tower on the site.  

Avery Hall Investments 
shelled out $16 million for a lit-
tle more than an acre’s worth 
of sky space to beef up its 
building, which could rise as 
high as 30 stories and will con-
tain 100 units that will likely 
be condominiums, a co-owner 
of the company said.

The deal done last month 
doesn’t necessarily give Av-
ery Hall a green light to build 
any taller on the lot — where 
zoning regulations rely on 
a measurement called fl oor-
area-ratio to determine how 
high a structure can be rela-
tive to the size of the land it 
is on — but allows the fi rm to 
construct a denser tower with 
more windows to let the sun 

and breeze in, he said.
“The purchase of the air 

rights in and of itself does not 
necessarily change the height 
— it permits us to develop 
more fl oor area,” said Brian 
Ezra, who owns the company 
with two business partners. 
“Secondly, it opened up addi-
tional light and air for us.”

The ground-fl oor of the 
planned 250-to-300-foot high-
rise at the entrance to Fulton 
Mall will be leased to retailers 
that would thrive along the 
booming commercial strip, ac-
cording to Ezra, whose fi rm is 
building the tower along with 
real-estate companies Allegra 
Holdings and ARIA Develop-
ment Group.  

“We think there are a lot of 
great retailers that would suc-
ceed at this location, it has a 
lot of foot traffi c,” he said. 

The trio bought the prop-
erty at 1 Boerum Pl. — part of 
a triangular lot bounded that 
road, Fulton Street, and Red 
Hook Lane — for $76.5 million 
in 2016. 

Following the purchase, the 
buyers said they planned to 
erect a hybrid residential-com-
merical building with about as 
much square feet as three foot-
ball fi elds, and that size is now 
even bigger with their acquisi-
tion of the air rights.

Ezra said the develop-
ers are demolishing the cur-
rent structure — which on 
the outside showed no signs 
of destruction when this re-
porter walked by on March 8 
— and hope to start the two-
year process of constructing 
the tower later this year. But 
the owners have not yet fi led 
any applications for the high-
rise, according to a Depart-
ment of Buildings spokesman, 
who said he had also yet to re-
ceive any information about 
the air-rights purchase. 

And the Boerum Place 
high-rise isn’t Avery Hall’s 
only in-the-works property 
in the Borough of Kings. The 
fi rm recently fi nished erect-
ing new condominiums at 465 
Pacifi c St. in Boerum Hill, 

and is pushing forward with 
a handful of projects, includ-
ing  the two-building develop-
ment  going up on the site of 
the Fifth Avenue Key Food in 
Park Slope, the conversion of 

an old Cobble Hill gas station 
into another condo building 
with ground-fl oor retail, and a 
recently topped-out apartment 
complex at 145 President St. in 
Carroll Gardens.

IN THE WORKS: Developers that in 2016 purchased the old Brooklyn Law 
School building at 1 Boerum Pl. recently bought air rights above the prop-
erty in order to construct an even bigger tower on the site. 
 File photo by the one-and-only Ruth Brown

ANTE UPPED
Builder nabs air rights for denser tower D’town
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 Check us out at WWW.ditmasrehab.com

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:
Offi ce Reps
Offi ce Supervisors 
Marketing
HR Director

Professional:
Nursing Supervisors
General RNs
 Pediatric RNs
Unit Managers

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Get with the Times!

The borough’s one-time 
newspaper of record reported 
the death of Emily Warren 
Roebling — the woman who in 
the late 1800s took on the her-
culean task of completing the 
Brooklyn Bridge, the world’s 
fi rst steel-cable suspension 
span, when she wasn’t even al-
lowed to vote — more than a 
century before the city’s long-
time paper of record published 
her obituary last week. 

The New York Times, 
which began printing on the 
distant isle at the other end of 
Brooklyn’s namesake cross-
ing in 1851, published its bet-
ter-late-than-never report as 
part of a  series  on pioneering 
women whose legacies the 
paper’s then-predominantly 
white male newsroom failed to 
recognize in their eras, includ-
ing black investigative jour-
nalist Ida B. Wells, gay-rights 
activist and drag performer 
Marsha P. Johnson, and math-
ematician Ada Lovelace.

But Roebling’s death at 59 
in 1903, more than 50 years af-

ter the Times debuted, failed 
to make its headlines at the 
time despite her profound con-
tribution to the city it had then 
called home for decades.

The Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 
however — which was pub-
lished from 1841 to 1955 before 
coming back to life under en-
tirely new owners in 1996 — 
reported news of Roebling’s 
passing one day after she died 
in her New Jersey home.

Its obituary quoted her doc-
tor at the time, who reportedly 
believed that her work on the 
bridge was too arduous for 
a lady to handle and attrib-
uted her death to fatigue — 
not the stomach cancer that 

actually killed her.
“The work done by Mrs. 

Roebling at this time was far 
too great for any woman and 
her health has never been the 
same since then,” the news-
paper reported on March 1, 
1903. “Dr. Clark, the family 
physician, traces the men-
tal and physical exhaustion, 
which culminated in the re-
cent breakdown from the time 
when Mrs. Roebling worked 
on Brooklyn Bridge.” 

Roebling’s obituary in the 
Eagle — printed next to arti-
cles about typhoid victims and 
how some female teachers in 
Brooklyn opposed someone of 
their own sex leading the bor-
ough’s school system — high-
lighted her fi ght for women’s 
equality, book smarts, and 
loyal friendships, but heralded 
her work on the bridge as her 
biggest feat.

“Of attractive personal-
ity, tactful, gracious and win-
ning in manner, she was a 
prominent fi gure in social and 
club life — a ready speaker, a 
bright, witty conversational-
ist, and a woman whose intel-

lectual gifts were undeniable,” 
the Eagle reported. “In spite 
of her prominence among the 
women of the country in all 
movements which looked to-
ward the so-called emancipa-
tion of the sex, Mrs. Roebling’s 
chief claim to fame lies in the 
park which she took in su-
perintending the building of 
Brooklyn Bridge.”

The Times piece published 
on March 8, 2018, similarly 
touted Roebling’s achieve-
ments at a time when women 
were often overshadowed by 
men, sourcing some of its ma-
terial from  biographies  writ-
ten about her husband, who 
became bedridden inside the 
couple’s Brooklyn Heights 
apartment after contract-
ing Cassions Disease, or the 
bends, while working on the 
crossing.

Roebling then assumed her 
role overseeing the project, 
keeping her ailing husband 
up to date with daily morning 
progress reports before tak-
ing off for the site of the in-the-
works bridge — where more 
than 20 men died during its 
construction — to chat with 
journalists, politicians, and 
engineers as she shepherded 
the massive piece of infra-
structure to completion.

And in 1883, with work on 
the Brooklyn Bridge fi nally 

fi nished,  Roebling was the 
fi rst to cross it  — allegedly rid-
ing inside a horse-drawn car-
riage with a rooster, symbolic 
of victory, in her lap — about 
16 years before she graduated 
from New York University in 
1899.

Roebling, who passed away 
at the couple’s home in distant 
New Jersey, always preferred 
living in the County of Kings, 
which she considered her 
home until her dying day, ac-
cording to the Eagle.

Last year, members of 
Brooklyn Heights’ Commu-
nity Board 2  recognized Roe-
bling’s contribution to and 
passion for her former home  
by voting to co-name a street 
near where she and her hus-
band once lived “Emily War-
ren Roebling Way.”

BRIDGE BUILDER: Emily Roebling

IN PRINT: The once-great Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle published an obituary 
for Emily Roebling in 1903.

Ahead of the Times
Boro paper’s obit for woman behind B’Bridge ran when she died
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Cops kill W’burg hit-and-run driver
BY JULIANNE CUBA

Police fatally shot a man who hit and 
killed a father while driving along Met-
ropolitan Avenue in Williamsburg on 
Monday, following a string of violent 
attacks the suspect committed in the 
city and beyond, authorities said.

Suspect Michael Ward’s alleged 
crime spree began on March 10, when 
cops said he took off from New Jersey 
in a borrowed Acura with Delaware 
plates — which he failed to return — 
before swiping $20 from a senior in the 
Bronx, and fl eeing. 

Ward then slammed the Acura into 
the dad near Varick Avenue around 
3:47 am while driving along Metropoli-
tan Avenue toward Newtown Creek, 
and sped away from the scene.

Paramedics found the victim — the 
father of a young son who authorities 
said lives in Bushwick — with head 
and body trauma lying unconscious 
and unresponsive in the street, and 
rushed him to Woodhull Hospital, 
where doctors pronounced him dead.

Less than an hour later, Ward 
ditched the Acura with damage to its 
front in Manhattan before hijacking 
and driving off with a newspaper-de-

livery woman’s Honda Odyssey van 
around 4:30 am, according to offi cials, 
who said investigators then pieced to-
gether that the abandoned Acura was 
likely the same car that struck and 
killed the dad.

And about 10 minutes after he ab-
sconded in the van, Ward forced an-
other man out of his 2018 Acura se-
dan elsewhere on the distant isle after 
punching him in the face, driving off 
in that vehicle and leaving the stolen 
Honda behind, authorities said.

Ward then made his way to Long 
Island, where — while stopped at a 
stop sign inside an illicit Volkswa-
gen that cops said he ditched the sec-
ond Acura for — two drivers honked 
at him around 10:30 am. The suspect 
emerged from his ride with a bat and 
started smashing one of the motorists’ 
car’s windows, before bludgeoning the 
driver in the head, according to a Po-
lice Department spokesman.

A nearby Nassau County patrol-
man spotted the unfolding assault, 
and when the offi cer tried to approach 
Ward, he lunged at the cop, who then 
fi red at the suspect in the chest, killing 
him, authorities said.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Police are canvassing the borough to 
fi nd the crafty crook who swiped six 
paintings from a Williamsburg fi ne-
art warehouse last summer.

Some cultured criminal ran off 
with the landscapes by recognized 
American artists including Thomas 
Moran, Jasper Francis Cropsey, and 
David Johnson, priced at a total of $1.7 
million, after breaking into the Ba-
yard Street storage facility owned by 
Crozier Fine Arts, an artwork storage-
and-transport company that acquired 
the space’s previous owner — another 
so-called art-logistics fi rm, Cirkers — 
in January 2017, cops said.

The pieces’ 69-year-old owner, a pri-
vate client of Crozier, hadn’t seen his 
collection of works by fi rst- and sec-
ond-generation Hudson River School 
painters in a few years when he went 
to check on it on Aug. 16, 2017, but the 
paintings were nowhere to be found 
when he arrived at the warehouse, ac-
cording to a law-enforcement source.

Workers at the facility between 
Manhattan Avenue and Leonard Street 
near McCarren Park also checked its 
inventory for the missing artworks, 
and did not uncover them, the source 
said.

The storage space is equipped with 
cameras, but Crozier’s purchase of 
Cirkers complicated investigators’ at-
tempts to get their hands on the sur-
veillance footage, offi cials said.

“Part of the diffi culty has been in-

vestigators trying to get records from 
prior owners to try to get a complete 
picture about who had access to what 
and when,” a police source said. 

And because there are so many mov-
ing pieces to the puzzle, cops wanted to 
take a close look at the case before is-
suing their public alert — which came 
a little more than six months after 
the victim fi rst reported his missing 
paintings.

“There’s a lot of pieces to this, and 
we have to make sure it gets done the 
right way,” a police source said.

Crozier offi cials are working with 
investigators to fi nd the missing art, 
according to a rep.

“Crozier is working cooperatively 
with the NYPD, and is committed to 
determining the status of the alleged 
missing items,” said Christian Potts.

Art of the steal
Tasteful thief swipes paintings worth $1.7M

MISSING: This Thomas Moran piece and fi ve 
other paintings were stolen from Williams-
burg’s Crozier Fine Arts last summer. NYPD
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BY ADAM LUCENTE
More like Brokelyn College!

Dozens of Brooklyn Col-
lege students protested their 
campus’s abysmal conditions 
along with roughly 100 pupils 
from other schools in the City 
University of New York’s port-
folio on Monday at a rare open 
meeting of the school system’s 
board of trustees at the Flat-
bush campus.

“At Brooklyn College the 
infrastructure is crumbling,” 
said Corrinne Greene, a ju-
nior studying theater. “I can’t 
overemphasize that.”

The students complained 
that they are sick of the miss-
ing ceiling tiles, broken bath-
rooms, and lack of adequate 
funding at Brooklyn College. 
Faculty agreed, slamming 
 Gov. Cuomo’s budget , saying 
it cut funds to the city, further 
squeezing the university sys-
tem. 

“We’ve suffered badly from 
the withdrawal of state fund-

ing,” said Brooklyn College 
biology teacher Peter Lipke to 
the board at the hearing. “Our 
beautiful campus is crum-
bling.”

The clock tower in the cen-
ter of campus has come to 
symbolize the school’s failing 
infrastructure.

“Our gorgeous clock tower,” 
said Greene, “The symbol of 
our school, recently stopped 
functioning.”

The students have started 
social-media campaigns to 
call attention to the dire con-
ditions of the facilities, and 
the aptly named  @cuny_
brokelyn_college  Instagram 
account has more than 200 
followers. There’s also a Fa-
cebook page called  Fixing 
Brokelyn College .

The problems go beyond 
unabated asbestos, damaged 
walls, and out-of-order bath-
rooms, the students com-
plained, extending to inade-
quate funding of the school’s 

programs. The music major 
who runs the Facebook page 
complained that many of his 
professors are adjuncts only 
working part time, making it 
diffi cult to get help learning 
new pieces of music, for ex-
ample.

“I pay money to go this uni-
versity, and they don’t have 
full-time staff. I can’t ask one 
of my teachers for help,” said 
Allan Randall.

Construction of a new per-
forming-arts center has been 

pushed back many times over 
the past few years, according 
to Randall and Greene.

And students aren’t the 
only ones lamenting condi-
tions at the school. Brooklyn 
College itself admits the fa-
cilities are in need of a make-
over.

“Most of the buildings at 
Brooklyn College are more 
than 50 years old, and are 
challenged by decades of de-
ferred maintenance,” said a 
spokesman for the school. 

The rep added that the 
school is working with the 
city and the state to make up-
grades.

Greene said she believes 
the demonstration by stu-
dents from across the city 
university system will make 
an impression on the board of 
trustees.

“I hope it’s a symbol to the 
board of trustees and shows 
we are mobilized together,” 
said Greene. “This has gone 
on way too long.”

Higher learning, 
lower upkeep

BROKE IT DOWN: Brooklyn College students protested its poor conditions and lack of funding at an on-campus 
demonstration on Monday.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Pupils blast ‘crumbling’ Bklyn College
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Gregg Bishop
Commissioner

Bill de Blasio
Mayor

GET THE

The ACCESS HRA mobile app is for supporting 
documents only. You can confirm your status 
or account balance with the website or 
mobile app, both available in 7 languages. 

If you need assistance in any other languages, 
call 311

ACCESS HRA 
MOBILE APP

g

 

 NYC.GOV/ACCESSHRA

And keep the groceries coming.

RECERTIFY 
SNAP ONLINE.

CLICK 
Recertify your benefits online at 
ACCESS HRA

TALK 
Call for your phone interview 
whenever it’s convenient during 
business hours

SEND 
Submit required documents and 
check they’ve been received with 
the ACCESS HRA mobile app

BAY RIDGE CENTER
They’re making sure Bay 
Ridge’s seniors are not forgot-
ten.

The Bay Ridge Center and 
Meals on Wheels will hold its 
23rd annual March for Meals 
event in the neighborhood on 
March 24.

Todd W. Fliedner, deputy 
executive director of the cen-
ter, says the need for the home 
deliveries continues to grow. 

“About fi ve years ago, we 
were delivering 400 meals a 
day. We now deliver 650,” he 
said. 

But the demand is even 
greater because the popula-
tion is aging.

Bay Ridge, he says, is a 
“naturally occurring retire-
ment community.” These are 
people who have lived in the 
same place their entire lives. 
As a result, the neighborhood 
has the third largest popula-
tion of seniors in all of Brook-
lyn, he says. 

That’s why the Bay Ridge 
Center added a new delivery 
route in December. Currently, 
it has six vehicles that deliver 

meals, and each one needs a 
driver and a helper. It is the 
helper who goes into people’s 
homes to personally deliver 
the meals. As many of the el-
derly are housebound, “Some-
times, that helper is the only 
person the resident sees all 
day.” In a sense, these helpers 
not only bring meals, but also 
make informal safety checks 
to be sure the homebound are 
okay.  

He notes a recent study of 
Meals on Wheels participants 
— conducted by Brown Uni-
versity’s Center for Gerontol-
ogy and Healthcare Research, 
and funded by AARP — which 
demonstrated that participa-
tion in the traditional Meals 
on Wheels program has a posi-
tive impact on the health, well-
being, and social connected-
ness of homebound seniors. 
Key fi ndings from the study 
were that seniors receiving 
daily meals exhibited improve-
ments in their mental health, 
were less lonely, and felt less 
isolated. They felt more con-
fi dent about living indepen-
dently in their own homes. 

They ate healthier foods, and 
experienced reduced rates of 
hospitalization and falls when 
compared to seniors who did 
not receive the service.  

Baby boomers continue to 
age — a population increasing 
at the fastest rate in history — 
and will increase by 50 percent 
in the next 15 years, he says.

The Bay Ridge Center pro-
vides services and programs 

for adults 60 years and older 
in southwest Brooklyn. These 
programs promote well-being, 
support independence, and en-
courage their involvement in 
community life. Since 1976, the 
staff has been aided by enthu-
siastic volunteers. 

Together, they work with 
community organizations, lo-
cal businesses, schools, and 
social service organizations to 

enrich the lives of seniors. 
With more than 1,000 active 

members, the Bay Ridge Cen-
ter is the largest and most ac-
tive program serving seniors 
in southwest Brooklyn. 

The walk will follow a 1.9-
mile course starting at the 
center’s address at Fourth and 
Ovington avenues to Third Av-
enue, from Third Avenue to 
83rd Street, onto 83rd Street to 
Fifth Avenue, and then from 
Fifth Avenue back to Ovington 
Avenue.

Registration begins at 10 
am, with kick-off ceremonies 
starting at 10:30 am, and the 
march offi cially starting at 
11 am. Prizes will be awarded 
at 12:30 pm. All funds raised 
go to the Bay Ridge Center’s 
Meals on Wheels program and 
other services that support 
neighborhood seniors.

Bay Ridge Center [6935 
Fourth Ave. between Oving-
ton and Bay Ridge Avenue in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 748–0650 X 
115, www.BayRidgeCenter.
org]. Open Mondays – Fridays, 
8 am–4 pm.

— Camille Sperrazza

PARADE FOR PROVISIONS: Participants at last year’s March for Meals.
 Bay Ridge Center

Marching to keep seniors well-fed and safe
Bay Ridge Center and Meals on Wheels join forces for annual March for Meals
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Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
She took these developing 
minds to infi nity and beyond!

A scientist from the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space 
Administration touched down 
in Kings County last week to 
share insights from her career 
exploring the fi nal frontier 
with students of all ages. 

Dr. Anna-Maria Rivas 
McGowan — a senior engineer 
for the federal agency’s Com-
plex-Systems Design depart-
ment — kicked-off her Kings 

County tour at Crown Heights’ 
MS 61 on March 8, where she 
spoke to more than 100 stu-
dents before leading a ques-
tion-and-answer session about 
her work to advance our un-
derstanding of the universe. 

And following her visit 
with the middle-school schol-
ars, the astronauts of tomor-
row presented McGowan with 
a proclamation commending 
her commitment to intergalac-
tic exploration.

The Trinidadian-Ameri-

can McGowan, who studied 
aeronautics at Indiana’s Pur-
due University before earning 
a doctorate degree in design 
science in engineering at the 
University of Michigan, then 
landed in Downtown, where 
she addressed students and 
faculty of New York Univer-
sity’s Tandon School of En-
gineering at its MetroTech 
campus on March 9, before 
blasting off back to her offi ces 
at the space agency’s Langley 
Research Center in Virginia.

Out of this world!
NASA engineer orbits boro on school tour

WOMAN OF THE HOUR: (Above) Dr. Anna-Maria Rivas McGowan, a senior 
engineer at NASA, discussed her work at the space agency during a 
March 8 visit with students at MS 61 in Crown Heights, who presented 
the Trinidadian-American scientist with a proclamation following the 
session (left). Photos by Caleb Caldwell
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From Jamaica, Queens to 
Flatbush in Brooklyn to 125th in 
Harlem to Herald Square in Man-
hattan to Yonkers , New York is a 
study in diversity.

The store staffs and buyers of 
Portabella reflect this diversity 
and the needs of many New York-
ers. The Portabella team repre-
sents over 30 countries. Many 
people working together to give 
New Yorkers a unique shopping 
experience.

Portabella presents fashion 
under 3 concepts. Portabella, 
Fino and Quails. The newest lo-
cations will be in Bensonhurst, 
Brooklyn and on 34th Street in 
Manhattan. Over 40 locations in 
the New York metropolitan area. 
Each to serve customers and their 
individual tastes.

The common thread among 
all these locations is the desire 
for new fashion, great value and 
service that customers can not 
find in the giant chains and de-
partment stores.

This spring features color 
and fit. Suits, blazers, and great 
shirts and accessories are fea-
tured. Customizing alterations 
are available in every store. Por-

tabella is known for its buy one 
get 2 free suit promotion. This 
offers the customer the oppor-
tunity to purchase the newest 
fashion vested suits for under 
$100 each.

Portabella specializes in 
dress up.

The shoe department is one 
of the biggest and most diverse in 
the city. Hundreds of styles from 
dress shoes in the newest tan 
colors to tuxedo shoes to driving 
shoes to contemporary and urban 
sneakers.

No need is left out. Great value 

in the shoe department starting 
at 29.99.

Casual wear also has its place 
in all Portabella locations. The 
newest printed t shirts and polos, 
jeans, dress khakis, and thousands 
of casual shirts offer a special selec-
tion from a dressy point of view.

Spring is about special events. 
Weddings, proms, quincineras, 
graduations, and family re-
unions. Portabella has a wedding 
and prom collection that can not 
be found elsewhere. With friendly 
customer service to put the entire 
package together.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Portabella - Tailored for every community

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective February 28, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature 
withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective 
February 28, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money 
Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances 
between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and 
$99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive 
the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to 
receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is 
not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Maximum
Money Markety

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY2

en aany Flushihihingngng BB Bananankkk Complete CCheheckcking acco
Ms ATM ffee r beb tates mobile banking and mobile

y

MM
MM

13-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.00%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish date: 

3/16/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,888
'15 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

16k miles, Stk#32423

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4
$13,995

37k miles, Stk#34467

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA PILOT

35k miles, Stk#36219

$15,950
'17 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

$16,888
1,813 miles, Stk#30599

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50

PLUS TAX & TAGS
44k miles, Stk#34514

$17,500BUY 
FOR:

SCAPE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 IN
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
BUY 
FOR:

$13,995
37,331 miles, Stk#34471

PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#35901

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN ROGUE'15 TOYOTA CAMRY
BUY 
FOR:

$10,995
41k miles, Stk#35579

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

PLUS TAX & TAGS
35k miles, Stk#31477

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$11,995$11,888$11,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

42,750 miles, Stk#3686120k miles, Stk#M3908154k miles, Stk#M38025
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$6,995

39k miles, Stk#31564

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

PLUS TAX & TAGS
108k miles, Stk#31719

$4,995BUY 
FOR:

28k miles, Stk#31683

$7,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA CIVIC'13 HO
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671

$8,500
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISS
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'09 HONDA PILOT
$6,995

125k miles, Stk#34486

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
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THE BIG DEAL

Memory Foam  
Queen Mattress

Under $10
a month†

72 months  
Total $699

†All monthly payments are rounded up to the 
nearest whole dollar.

For the first time ever, mattresses starting at

$9 A MONTH†

0% APR for 72 Months*

Minimum purchase of $625 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 equal monthly payments required.

Hurry in for 
deals on famous 

name brands

MF24_NYC_WRAP_3.16_DAILYNEWS_1
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MF24_NYC_WRAP_3.16_DAILYNEWS_2_3

THE
BIG

DEAL

†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar.

Mattresses 
under $20
a month

Mattresses 
under $10
a month

Mattresses 
under $30
a month

LOWEST
$9 a month mattresses

LONGEST
0% APR for 72 months*

WIDEST
Range of Famous

Name Brands

Queen | Soft Mattress

$9 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $648

Queen | Lux Firm Mattress

$23 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1599

Queen | Firm Mattress

$13 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $899
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Add an adjustable base for just $7 more a month.††

Queen | Cushion Firm Mattress

Queen | Firm Mattress

$9 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $648

Queen | Firm Mattress

$10 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $699

Queen | Plush Mattress

$10 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $699

Queen | Firm Pillow Top Mattress

$17 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1199

Queen | Gentle Firm Mattress

$16 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1099

Queen | Memory Foam Mattress

$13 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $899

$27 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1899

Queen | Cushion Firm Mattress

$25 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1799

$23 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1599

Queen | Plush Mattress
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Limited Time Only • Hurry In!

Add an adjustable base for just $7 more a month.††

25 beds under $25 a month

Queen | Firm Mattress

$21 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1499

$9 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $648

Queen | Medium Mattress

$14 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $999

Queen | Plush Mattress

$20 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1399

Queen | Firm Mattress

$24 a
Month†

72 Months
Total $1699

Queen | Pillow Top Mattress

0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $625, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $625 on your Mattress Firm 
credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Offer valid 3/14/18-3/20/18 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal 
monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the 
next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase were a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. 
For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. †All monthly payments 
are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may affect 
the monthly payment. Total to pay amount reflects total for queen mattresses. ††Add an Adjustable Base: Monthly pricing of $7 refers to queen LP50 adjustable base ($499 total to pay) financed with a qualifying 
mattress purchase. Total qualifying purchase for financing equals $625. See store for complete details. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. 
Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not reflect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves 
the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, offers valid 3/14/18-3/20/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details. 

MF24_NYC_WRAP_3.16_DAILYNEWS_4

†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar.

Choose from a wide range of top-quality, name-brand mattresses.

LOWEST
monthly payments 

ever, starting at 
$9 a month.

LONGEST
interest-free 

fi nancing at 0% APR 
for 72 months*.

WIDEST
range of famous 
name brands to 

choose from.

1-800-MAT-FIRM |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM |  STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 10AM-8PM •  SUN 12PM-6PM
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish 

date: 3/16/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

8k miles, Stk#3480242k miles, Stk#723132

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 FORD EXPLORER

32,181 miles, Stk#37193

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 MERCEDES GL-450

69k miles Stk#36707

$27,995$27,288$24,900
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

$22,995$22,995
'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M3903513k miles, Stk#M39051

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

HEROKEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
23,114 miles, Stk#34718

$12,995BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888

37k miles, Stk#35672

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

$13,888
49K miles, Stk#32110

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 CHEVY CRUZE

7k miles, Stk#33893

$12,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 ACURA ILX

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

$10,588

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,888
'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
BUY 
FOR:

$9,400
39k miles, Stk#32001

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
39,600 miles, Stk#35990

$8,995BUY 
FOR:

$9,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTAROGUGUEE
@ MajorWorld.com

view
360

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,500
'15 TOYOTA COROLLA

49k miles, Stk#34212

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
   $9,988BUY 

FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA ACCORD

PLUS TAX & TAGS
25k miles, Stk#30539

$12,888BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#2499846k miles, Stk#30543
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A new plan to install protected 

bike lanes and other to-be-named 

“pedestrian-safety improvements” 

along Ninth Street will make it 

safer for locals to cross the wide 

road where a motorist ran a red 

light and killed two small kids 

and injured three adults ear-

lier this month, according to city 

Transportation Commissioner 

Polly Trottenberg (“Anger spurs 

action: City’s transit chief prom-

ises speedy safety improvements to 

Ninth Street in wake of fatal col-

lision,” by Colin Mixson, online 

March 12). Trottenberg told the 

Council’s Transportation Com-

mittee her planners were already 

hard at work on the changes to the 

Park Slope street where the deadly 

collision occurred. The news was 

both hailed, and doubted:

I truly hope the DOT just ignores 
the community board and does what 
is right according to traffi c engineer-
ing best practice. (I mean there’s al-
ways a chance the community board 
won’t value a couple parking spaces 
over safety, but I highly doubt that.) 

Tyler from pps

Tyler: In spite of being an old 
troll, I am actually interested in 
new info, and especially anything 
that keeps little children from get-
ting killed while crossing a street in 
a crosswalk, with a walk signal tell-
ing them to go ahead and cross. I just 
don’t see how a protected bike lane 
has anything to do with this. But 
hey, what the heck, Ninth Street is 
huge, so have fun with it. Just don’t 
claim it is a solution to the tragedy 
that happened. Henry Ford 

 from Bay Ridge

Henry: You shorten crossing dis-
tances and make the “entrance” to 
the street smaller. One very suc-
cessful method is creating sidewalk 
“bulb outs” that narrow the road-
way. This makes the distance of non-
sidewalk much shorter (pedestrians 
are in the road for a shorter period 
of time) and the driver’s perception 
of the road is altered — they tend 
to slow up because the “target” is 

tighter. A wide-open roadway is just 
that — it’s wide open and gives no 
visual cues to take it easy. No, this 
isn’t a magic fi x that would prevent 
everything. It’s a modest change 
that has an outsized result. (A dou-
ble parked car on a one-way street 
makes 99 percent of drivers slow to a 
crawl to pass by, but of course there 
are the special idiots who maintain 
their 45 mph speed.) Tyler from pps

I have to agree with Henry. The 
proposed “improvements” would 
never have prevented this from hap-
pening since the vehicle was going 
straight (albeit through a red light).

The only way to prevent the exact 
same thing from happening would 
be red-light barricades that pop up. 
Figure the odds of that ever happen-
ing. JD from Gravesend

A close family friend was in-
jured by a driver on Ninth Street a 
few years ago. By all means, let’s see 
some street safety. Fewer cars would 
be a good start. S from Clinton Hill

Offi cials’ approval of a devel-

oper’s long-planned proposal to 

dig up a tree-lined courtyard be-

hind a Brooklyn Heights building 

to make way for an underground 

parking garage sandwiched 

against the Brooklyn–Queens Ex-

pressway could send the road’s 

already crumbling triple canti-

lever crashing down before it is 

repaired, warned residents and 

their reps (“It’s going down: BQE 

won’t survive builder’s excava-

tion of Heights courtyard, locals 

claim,” by Julianne Cuba, online 

March 7). The builder wants to ex-

cavate the complex’s backyard to 

install 97 parking spots that would 

sit about 11 feet below the ground. 

But Riverside Apartments tenants 

want work on the garage to be 

halted until a thorough environ-

mental study proves the job won’t 

sabotage repairs to the roadway. 

Local readers were driven to post 

their own opinions:

You talk about the collapse of the 
BQE like it’s a bad thing. We look at 
it as our day of freedom from pol-
lution, noise, and mass murdering 
drivers. 

Downtown Man from Downtown

Man from Downtown, do you 
know what you’re talking about? The 
BQE will not collapse and disappear, 

regardless of what you wish. You 
also don’t seem to be familiar with 
the years-long struggle of the resi-
dents of the Riverside Apartments 
to keep their truncated yard with its 
remaining trees, which was built as 
a beautifully landscaped garden and 
partially swallowed up by the BQE 
along with the western wing of the 
originally U-shaped complex. 
 ujh from downtown Brooklyn

I-278 is an interstate. Think of it 
as part of the Ring Road or Beltway 
(with I-95 west of the Hudson) around 
the Manhattan Central Business Dis-
trict. Make sense?

It should have been built where 
Robert Moses put the Belt (circum-
ferential) highway. The fi rst Re-
gional Plan in 1929 called for rail 
lines.

But way back then when the high-
way system was planned there were 
far less trucks, the Brooklyn and 
Manhattan waterfronts were real 
work sites, JFK was only Idlewild 
and there was a rail crossing for 
freight at Peekskill.  

Tom from Sunset Park

No one here cares if the BQE is 
part of an interstate. The property 
values here alone dictate that this 
highway must be moved. Make the 
Belt Parkway into an interstate and 
let the mooks breathe in the pollu-
tion they do crave. 

Downtown Man from Downtown

1. You seem to be making this 
about rent. Rent has nothing to do 
with safety. Plus, the rent will only 
go up a little bit. The real deal is if 
they dig, both the walls of the River-
side Apartments and the cantilever 
will come tumbling down!

2. No matter where they move the 
entrance, there will still be no room 
for DOT to get to their wall to do re-
pairs!

3. It was the Transportation De-
partment’s sign-off on a letter to the 
Department of Buildings which gave 
Department of Buildings the okay to 
allow the landlord to excavate in the 
fi rst place.

4. The “beautiful new courtyard 
with considerably more trees” can-
not replace the 120-year-old trees 
that currently exist.

Why can’t DOT see that the Em-
peror is really naked? Whose paying 
them off? The landlord, maybe? 
 Booboo La Shea 

 from Brooklyn Heights

More BQE worries
To the editor,

I was at the annual Brooklyn 
Heights Association meeting last 
week and listened to the Department 
of Transportation presentation on 
the condition(s) of the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway inner structure. 
After what I heard, a number of very 
serious questions come to mind:

1) When the DOT accessed the in-
ner structure of the roadway under 
the BH Promenade did they produce 
any photographic or video evidence 
of what the engineers found?

2) What other testing did the DOT 
conduct? 

3) Are those photo or video or 
other test results available to outside 
parties?

4) Have those records of the exam-
ination been made available to any 
outside independent experts?

If stand-alone evidence — either 
material samples, chemical testing 
or photo or video evidence — has 
not been made, or that evidence of 
the conditions has not been shown 
to outside experts, then we only have 
the word of DOT that the structure 
is safe.

Certainly, there is a wide range of 
structural and other experts that the 
results of the inner-structure exam-
ination could be shown to. Ideally, 
any outside consult should be uncon-
nected to any level of government or 
the local construction and engineer-
ing community, or consultants serv-
ing those two sectors. (For reasons 
of the integrity of any such review, 
a consulting group or individual ex-
perts should not be based in this re-
gion, in my view).

Having hired experts to review 
evidence, I have a large and current 
database of engineers and architects 
who often testify in court on matters 
of building safety and safety of civil 
structures. Many are considered the 
best in their respective fi elds. So I 
am familiar with the review of evi-
dence process.

But given the possible effects of 
a less-than-stable condition — or 
worse, any incident on the BQE, es-
pecially in the Promenade area — 
why should one agency or a non-in-
dependent consulting group be left 
to alone review any collected evi-
dence in this critical area of public 
safety?

Thank you for your consideration 
of my viewpoint. Jeffrey J. Smith

Brooklyn Heights

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Make that deadly street safer now!
LETTERS
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KINGS NISSAN
2758 Coney Island Ave. • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-934-3300 • KingsNissan.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 
payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as 
is. All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

NYC DCA #0671140/#1362991, NYS DMV #7015016.

20 Neptune Ave • Brooklyn, NY 11235 

718-646-3331 • KingsINFINITI.com
All offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Offers subject to 
primary lender approval which may affect rate and/or 

payment. All pre-owned vehicles sold cosmetically as is. 
All vehicles available on a first come first sold basis. 

NYC DCA #0414427, NYS DMV #7048732/7104527.

KINGS  INFINITI

KingsAutoGroup.com

UBER SPECIAL UBER SPECIAL

2012 VOLKSWAGEN  
JETTA   ...............................Buy For

$10,995
Stk #U5736, 4 cyl, manual, 64,048 mi. 
2012 HONDA    
CIVIC EX  ............................ Buy For

$12,995
Stk #2885, 4 cyl, auto, 43,011 mi.
2013 NISSAN    
MURANO S AWD  ............ Buy For

$13,995
Stk #2813, V6, auto, 50,020 mi.
2014 NISSAN    
ALTIMA   ............................ Buy For

$14,995
Stk #2886, 4 cyl, auto, 26,565 mi.  
2015 HYUNDAI    
SONATA SPORT .............. Buy For

$14,995
Stk #U5704, 4 cyl, auto, 21,018 mi. 

2014 NISSAN    
ROGUE SV AWD  ............. Buy For

$17,999
Stk #2514, 4 cyl, auto, 25,824 mi.
2016 BUICK     
LACROSSE AWD  ...........Buy For

$24,999
Stk #2876, V6, auto, leather, navi, just 5577 mi.
2014 JEEP    
GRAND CHEROKEE 
OVERLAND ...........................Buy For

$27,995
Stk #2868, V6, auto, leather, black, 43,286 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS 2015 NISSAN   

ROGUE SL AWD ...........Buy For
$18,995

Stk #2807, 4 cyl, auto, 12,649 mi.

2015 INFINITI  

Q40 AWD  .................... Buy For
$21,995

Stk #U5730, V6, auto, silver, nav, 20,176 mi. 

2014 INFINITI  

Q50 AWD .....................Buy For
$24,995

Stk #U5748, V6, auto, silver, navi, 12,773 mi.

2014 INFINITI  

Q70 AWD  .................... Buy For
$25,995

Stk #U5745, V6, auto, nav, black, 33,908 mi.

2014 INFINITI  

QX60 AWD ..................Buy For
$29,995

Stk #U5698, V6, auto, nav, 32,809 mi. 

2014 INFINITI  

QX70 AWD ................... Buy For
$31,995

Stk # U5697, V6, auto, white, 25,716 mi.

PRE-OWNED SPECIALS

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

Stk #2869, 4 cyl, auto, black, 24,199 mi.

$13,995
BUY FOR

PRE-OWNED 

2015 NISSAN
ALTIMA S

PRE-OWNED 
2014 INFINITI                           

QX60 AWD 
                                        

Stk #2877, V6, auto, black, nav, 38,200 mi.

$29,995
BUY FOR

IN-STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

BRAND-NEW 2018 INFINITI 

QX60 AWD 
BLACK ON BLACK 

CALL FOR PRICING!

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 

 2 TO CHOOSE FROM! 
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  5th Annual BLOOD 
DRIVE  

In Memory of Mathiew Johnson 

 
 

NYBC Eligibility Line 1-800-688-0900     

www.nybloodcenter.org     

  A Photo or Signature ID Required. 

Eat well balanced meals before giving blood. 

 

Wednesday,  
March 21st 

3pm-7:30pm 

P.S. 102  

  The Bay View School 

Principal  

Cornelia Sichenze 

 

211 72nd St. 

Brooklyn, NY 

Cafeteria 

Enter on 71st St. 

at Ridge Blvd. 

 
 

 

 

Mathiew Johnson enjoyed life and made every moment count.  

He felt very strongly that if you could help someone in need, you should. 
Mathiew, along with his mother June, donated blood many times in Bay Ridge 

over the years. His family agreed, there is no better way to honor Mathiew  

than to sponsor a life saving blood drive in his name.  

 

Join us in helping save lives as Mathiew always did!  
REMEMBER--- EVERY DROP COUNTS!! 

Free raffle 
prizes, 

coffee, tea, 
and 

delicious 
snacks.  

 

■

O n Saturday, Feb. 24, 
Oakland Mayor Libby 
Schaaf broke the law 

when he warned criminals 
on Twitter that U.S. Immi-
gration and Custom En-
forcement was going to start 
rounding up illegal aliens in 
the Bay Area “in the next 24 
hours.” 

So Mayor Schaaf should 
be arrested.

According to the feds, this 
operation aimed to arrest 
those here illegally that were 
“public safety threats,” and 
of the  232 arrested , crimes 
committed included  murder, 
drug traffi cking, aggravated 
assault, lewd acts with a mi-
nor, and battery , according to 
reports 

Armando Nunez-Sagado, 
a Mexican gang member, was 
one. He had convictions for 
burglary and assault with 
a deadly weapon — among 
other crimes — and had been 
deported four times. 

But because of Mayor 
Schaaf’s heads up, it is esti-
mated that 800 others were 
not captured, according to 
reports. 

What communities they 

will end up in and what 
crimes they will go on to 
commit against American 
citizens is anybody’s guess.

According to U.S. Code 
Title 18, Chapter 73, Sec-
tion 1505, if someone “infl u-
ences, obstructs, or impedes 
or endeavors to infl uence 
obstruct, or impede the due 
and proper administration 

of the law under which any 
pending proceedings is be-
ing had before any depart-
ment or agency of the United 
States,” they have commit-
ted obstruction of justice.

The case can certainly be 
made that Mayor Schiff im-
peded the Immigration’s ef-
forts. The mayor could also 
be charged with violating 
Title 8, Chapter 12 of the U.S. 
Code relating to “Bringing 
in and Harboring Certain 
Aliens.” Section 1324 makes 
it a crime to “shield from de-
tection” anyone who “has 
come to, entered, or remains 
in the United States in viola-
tion of the law.” 

And violators should be 
prosecuted.

“What she did is no better 
than a gang lookout yelling 
‘police’ when a police cruiser 
comes by in the neighbor-
hood,” acting director Tom 
Homan said. “This is beyond 
the pale.” 

The extremes of both po-
litical parties have divided 
our country over immi-
gration long enough. Most 
Americans agree we should 
not deport immigrants that 

work hard, pay their taxes, 
and have no criminal re-
cord. 

But, if it’s an immigrant 
is a robber, thief, rapist or 
murderer, they should be 
sent packing.

Our national, state, and 
city leaders should listen 
to this common-sense ap-
proach. The extremism of 
Mayor Schaaf should be re-
jected, and if it means she 
must get arrested to send this 
message, so be it.

California has recently 
passed “sanctuary state” 
laws regarding immigra-
tion enforcement that will 
likely make its way to the 
Supreme Court because U.S. 
Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions has fi led a federal law-
suit to block them. One of 
these laws requires private 
employers to warn workers 
of immigration operations 
at their facilities — thus re-
quiring state residents to fol-
low Mayor Schiff’s shameful 
example. 

I have spent many semes-
ters instructing students 
about federalism and our 
Constitution. One key provi-

sion is the Supremacy clause, 
which states that the Consti-
tution and federal laws made 
pursuant to it, are the su-
preme law of the land. This 
includes immigration laws 
and their enforcement. 

When Arizona attempted 
to be tougher on illegal immi-
gration than the federal gov-
ernment, the Obama admin-
istration objected and fi led a 
lawsuit. The Supreme Court 
ruled parts of the state’s leg-
islation as unconstitutional 
in Arizona v. United States 
(2012) because it usurped the 
federal government’s author-
ity relating to immigration 
laws and enforcement. 

Now, California has 
fl ipped the script in the other 
direction, but I suspect the 
judicial decision will be the 
same and the supremacy of 
the federal government over 
immigration enforcement 
will stand. 

Bob Capano has been an 
adjunct political science pro-
fessor at the City University 
of New York who has worked 
for Republican and Demo-
cratic elected offi cials in 
Brooklyn.

Oakland’s sanctuary city mayor should be arrested

THE RIGHT 
VIEW

Bob Capano
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Tickets can be purchased for $100 at EventBrite or by calling Jennifer Stern 718-260-8302

Honorees
Honor her

with your congratulatory 
message in the special section 

of our newspapers
on Friday, May 25th

Join us at the gala
on May 31st

Celebrate
Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction

2018

S. J. Avery
Harriet Blank
Jewel Brown
Eladia Causil-Rodriquez
Lucina Clarke
Michelle Gall
Leslie Green
Linda Halsey
Mitzie Holstein
Cassandra Jones-Brennan
April Leong
Inna Lukyanenko

Kim Maier
Anna Malkina-Shumaeva
Katarina Martinez
Elana Martins
Deidre Olivera
Gabrielle Puglia
Lisette Sosa-Dickson
Rolanda Telesford
Monique Waterman
L. Joy Williams
Teresa C. Younger
Partial List

BY JULIANNE CUBA
He went from the Bay to big 
house.

Sheepshead Bay’s least-fa-
vorite son Martin Shkreli will 
spend the next seven years 
behind bars, a federal judge 
announced at his sentencing 
on March 9 — more than six 
months after a jury convicted 
him of fraud for running a 
multi-million dollar Ponzi 
scheme under the guise of a 
hedge fund. 

Shkreli will fi nally be 
where he belongs after years 
of stock manipulation and de-
frauding his investors out of 
more than $10 million, said 
the United States Attorney for 
the Eastern District of New 
York. 

“Shkreli told lie after lie to 
steal his investors’ money, ma-
nipulate the stock market, and 
enrich himself,” said Richard 
Donoghue. “He will now pay 
the price for repeatedly violat-
ing the trust placed in him by 
his investors, his employees, 
and the public.”

Shkreli, the so-called 
“Pharma Bro” who once ran 

the drug company Retrophin, 
earned one of his several nick-
names as “The Most Hated 
Man in America” when he 
jacked up the price of a drug 
for AIDS patients from $13.50 
to $750 per pill overnight in 
2015. 

He continued to gain in-
famy when he trolled a jour-
nalist and the popular hip-
hop group Wu Tang Clan 
online, then purchased the 
musicians’ one-of-a-kind al-

bum for $2 million and later 
tried to sell it on eBay.

He even offered a bounty 
for a lock of Hillary Clinton’s 
hair in September — prompt-
ing judge Kiyo Matsumoto to 
revoke his bail and send him 
to the Metropolitan Detention 
Center in Sunset Park.

But Shkreli stood on trial 
for none of those many offenses 
— prosecutors charged the 34-
year-old with eight counts of 
fraud in June, and a 12-person 
jury  convicted him for three of 
those counts in August . 

Before the  case kicked 
off in Brooklyn federal 
court , several potential ju-
rors — and at one time  even 
Shkreli’s own lawyer Ben-
jamin Brafman  — admitted 
how badly they wanted to 
sock him in the face. The ha-
bitually smirking fraudster 
is also  famed for having one 
of the world’s “most punch-
able” faces.  

No longer smirking, for-
merly smug Shkreli  report-
edly sobbed in court  prior to 
his sentencing.

And before March 9, when 

Shkreli learned his fate in 
court, Matsumoto forced 
the former hedge-fund man-
ager to cough up a $75,000 
fi ne and hand over $7.3 mil-
lion in forfeiture — includ-
ing his Wu Tang Clan album, 
“Tha Carter V” album by Lil 
Wayne, and a Picasso painting, 
according to the court.

The U.S. Bureau of Prisons 
will determine Shkreli’s new 
home for the next seven years, 
a court spokesman said. 

Offi cers hauled Shkreli 
back to the Metropolitan De-
tention Center in Sunset Park 
after his sentencing, where he 
has been behind bars since 
September. 

Bay ‘Bro’ sent behind bars

IT’S OVER: Martin Shkreli’s attorney Benjamin Brafman, at mic, spoke to 
the press after his client’s sentencing on March 9. Photo by Jason Speakman

OUCH: A federal judge sentenced 
‘Pharma Bro’ Martin Shkreli to 
seven years behind bars last week, 
after a jury convicted the vilifi ed 
Sheepshead Bay native of fraud 
last year. 
 Associated Press / Elizabeth Williams

Fraudster Martin Shkreli will spend seven years in slammer
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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DOWNTOWN

Standing O is sending out cheers to 
Margaret “Peggy” Smyth, chief fi -
nancial offi cer of National Grid US. 
The giving New Yorker is this year’s 
United Way of New York City Power 

of Women honoree.
The 12th annual luncheon recog-

nized our pal Margaret for her support 
of the organization’s Read New York 

City program.

The ceremonies were hosted by 
Cheryl Wills, anchor at NY1 Live, 
and celebrated the achievements of ex-

traordinary female 
business leaders, 
whose professional 
accomplishments 
are matched by 
their commitment 
to philanthropy.

ReadNYC is 
United Way’s signa-
ture program that 
helps students in 

the city’s most challenged neighbor-
hoods read on grade-level.

“It’s imperative that we give the 
next generation the opportuni-
ties they deserve. I’m proud that Na-
tional Grid is committed to empower-
ing other to live their full potential,” 
said Margaret. 

“We launched ReadNYC fi ve years 
ago,” said Sheena Wright, president 
and chief executive offi cer at United 
Way of New York City.

National Grid (1 MetroTech Center 
in Downtown).

FORT GREENE

She’s their Muse
Sending welcomes to Deborah 

Bradley Kramer, the new Head of 
School at Muse Academy. 

“For the past two decades, she 
taught at the core curriculum pro-
gram at Columbia University,” said 
Crocker Coulson, board member at 
Muse. He adds, “Under her leadership, 
Muse will offer an exceptional pro-
gram in which rigorous academics are 
combined with music and arts to de-
velop children’s full creative potential 
and passion for learning.” 

At Muse Academy she will create a 
model program that demonstrates how 
music and performing arts can accel-
erate academic development and un-
leash creative thinking throughout all 
disciplines. 

“I am excited to apply the principles 
of integrative, inquiry-based educa-
tion that I used at Columbia, to small 
children whose hearts and minds are 
so open and receptive to learning,” 
said Deborah. “It is my belief that our 
youngest children must be engaged 
in active, creative learning in all the 

arts, and that music is a language that 
everyone should learn to speak.”

She is also the founder and artis-
tic director of SPEAKmusic, a con-
sortium of performers and composers 
from Juilliard, Curtis, and Colum-

bia who are dedicated to outreach, ed-
ucation, and transformation through 
the arts. 

Muse Academy [126 St. Felix St. in 
Fort Greene, (929) 400–1751].

PARK SLOPE

More welcomes
Standing O is sending out “Hello and 

Welcome Aboard” to surgeon Dr. Justin 

Steele, who will head the department of 
surgery at the New York-Presbyterian 

Brooklyn Methodist Hospital.
Dr. Steele specializes in robotic sur-

gery, and his arrival coincides with 
the new robotic surgery system used 
to perform minimally invasive proce-
dures at the hospital.

Dr. Steele is the only surgeon in 
Brooklyn utilizing this cutting-edge 
technology. He has more than 10 years 
of experience performing general, lap-
aroscopic, and robotic surgical proce-
dures and has been named a Castle 

Connolly Top Doctor for the last two 
years for his work in those areas.

He earned his medical degree from 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BOROUGH WIDE

The Partnerships for Parks 
honored the borough’s dedicated 
volunteers at its fi fth annual My 

Park Awards Reception on March 
13. The three groups from our fair 
town — the Red Hook Conser-

vancy, Friends of William Sheri-

dan Playground, and Man Up! 

Inc. — were presented with awards 
by Sabina Saragoussi, director of 
Partnerships for Parks; Heather 

Lubov, executive director of City 

Parks Foundation; and New York 

City Parks Commissioner Mitch-

ell Silver.

The 2017 Golden Trowel 

Award was awarded to Man Up! 
Inc., in East New York, led by Kevin 

Williams, Dominique Carson, 

Chawana Holloway, Ashley San-

abria, and Dante Reeves.

The Community Parks Ini-

tiative award was presented to 

Friends of William Sheridan 

Playground, a volunteer group 
based in South Williamsburg led 
by Bia Sampaio, Francesca Mc-

Culloch, Tim Daly, Kathleen Ag-

aton, and Meghan Jablonski.

The Tim Tompkins Leader-

ship Award recognized the Red 

Hook Conservancy, formerly the 
Friends of Red Hook Recreation 

Center, which is led by Marlene 

Pantin.

All parks groups were self- or 
peer-nominated and vetted by a 
Partnerships for Parks selection 
committee that focused on the nomi-
nee’s achievements in the past year. 

Partnerships for Parks is a pub-
lic-private partnership between 
City Parks Foundation and the city’s 
Parks Department that supports and 
champions neighborhood volunteers 
by giving them the tools they need to 
advocate and care for their neighbor-
hood parks and green spaces. 

CFO honored for her philanthropy

Park volunteers are exceptional

Stony Brook University and com-
pleted his residency in surgery at St. 

Vincent’s Hospital in Manhattan.
“We are very happy to have Dr. Steele 

join our medical staff,” said Dr. Steven 

Silber, chief medical offi cer at Method-
ist. “He has an excellent skill set and 
his expertise in robotics and hernia re-
pair is a great demonstration of NewY-
ork-Presbyterian’s commitment to pro-
viding the most advanced medicine to 
our Brooklyn communities.”

Standing O wishes Dr. Steele suc-
cess. 

New York-Presbyterian Brooklyn 
Methodist Hospital [506 Sixth St. in 
Park Slope, (718) 499–CARE].

BENSONHURST

They’re golden
Raise those champagne 

glasses and let’s toast Carmine 

Santa Maria and his lovely wife 

Sharon on their 50th wedding 
anniversary. 

The happily-ever-after-pair 
were married on March 16, 1968 

at the Colonial Mansion in Ben-
sonhurst and honeymooned be-
neath the silvery moon on a 
cruise to the Bahamas. Their love 
produced two beautiful children 
— daughter Dana Grace Sgroi 
and son Carl.

Sanding O wanted to know 
what it takes to be married for so 
long. Carmine said his friends, 
who have known him as Zorro 
since childhood, told him, “It 
isn’t going to last.” 

But Carmine has had the 
last laugh — not only did it last 
but they “made it to the golden 
years.”

Sharon added, “It’s unbeliev-
able.”

The lovebirds will be celebrat-
ing their golden anniversary at 
their favorite watering hole, Gar-

giulo’s Restaurant, in Coney 
Island on March 31 with Dana, 
her husband Michael Sgroi, and 
their three children, Alexa, Mi-

chael, and Vanessa; and Carl, 
his wife Lori Augustine-Santa 

Maria and their three children 
Jake, Cassandra, and Dean, 
along with a bevy of friends and 
good wishers.

Standing O is raising the crys-
tal fl ute and wishing the couple 
many more years of happiness 
and joy!

MANNING UP!: Members of Man Up, Inc. the winners of this year’s Golden Trowel 
Award, gather for a photo op. 



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 16-22, 2018 35  24-7

WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  

By Alexandra Simon

Buffalo fans, won’t you come out 
tonight?

Brooklynites can get a belly-
full of the cuisine and culture of New 
York’s second largest city at the “ Buffalo 
City Fair ,” at the Bell House in Gowanus 
on March 24. The six-hour wild wing-
ding distills a weekend trip to the city 
nearest Niagra Falls into a delicious after-
noon, for those who are home-sick for 
Buffalo or those who want to explore a 
new town, said the event’s director.  

“This is a good snapshot of that 
weekend,” said Varghese Chacko, who 
lives in Park Slope. “Our plan is to give 
both people who live in New York City 
or who are from Buffalo a sense of that 
food and culture.”

First on the menu is Buffalo’s most 
famous food — buffalo wings! The 

saucy, spicy chicken wings are a famil-
iar sight to down-state New Yorkers, 
but some of the other dishes may be 
new, including “garbage plates,” a multi-
option tray often including a cheese-
burger, french fries, pasta salad, beans, 
and coleslaw — “beef on weck,” a roast 
beef on a roll — and loganberry drinks, 
a soda made with hybrid raspberry and 
blackberry flavors, which the Fair will 
serve spiked with booze. 

Heading up the production of the 
Buffalonian buffet is chef John Marren, 
who owns the restaurant Buffalo’s Famous 
in Kensington. The 10-year transplant 
from that city says that he is no purist 
— his hometown’s food can be served 
anywhere, as long as the chef has a strong 
appreciation for its origin.

“It doesn’t need to be made in Buffalo, 
but it needs to be made in the same tra-

dition as Buffalo,” said Marren. “Some 
purists won’t look at a barbecue pizza 
as pizza, but I don’t look at it that hard-
core. I just feel you just have to have a 
healthy respect for how it’s made, and 
give a s---.” 

Marren said he is thrilled at being able 
to relive some nostalgia and give people 
the experience of eating the food he grew 
up with.

“I’m most excited to have a lot of 
authenticity under one roof — that’s what 
we’re aiming for, and we’re trying to 
make sure it’s authentic,” he said. “In the 
last decade, everyone agreed that Buffalo 
has a top 10 food culture — if you’re a 
foodie this is an opportunity to check out 
a reputable food culture."

Several bands and comedians from 
Buffalo will perform during the festival, 
and visitors can play “kan jam,” a beloved 

Buffalo frisbee game.
Chacko’s organization, City Fair, has 

previously celebrated Colorado food, 
and next plans to highlight dishes from 
Cleveland, Ohio. But for this session, he 
decided to go closer to home, and to help 
Brooklynites appreciate the food culture 
on the far side of the state. 

“I think it’s just a great way to get 
a sense of the food and entertainment 
and really, the people of Buffalo,” said 
Chacko. “Buffalo has passionate resi-
dents, and the mixture of food and com-
edy and entertainment and attendees — 
it’s going to bring a great mix of Buffalo 
flavor to new people.”

“Buffalo City Fair” at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510, 
www.thebellhouseny.com]. March 24; 1–7 
pm. $10.

Chow down on Buffalo foods at Brooklyn festival

Wings spread

King of wings: (Clockwise, from right) Buffalo native 
John Marren, who owns Buffalo’s Famous in Kensington, 
will serve garbage plates and other dishes from his home 
city at the Bell House on March 24. Marren finishes his 
famous buffalo wings on the grill. And Buffalonians, for 
some reason, call a simple beef sandwich on a roll “beef 
on weck.”  Photos by Taylor Balkom
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By Adam Lucente

It’s the ultimate bar band!
On St. Patrick’s Day, a whiskey-

soaked Irish rock band will belt 
out tunes from the Emerald Isle and 
Celticized ’80s hits from the stage of the 
Way Station bar in Prospect Heights. 
But the band is not just here for the holi-
day — the Waysties is the official house 
band of the Dr. Who-themed watering 
hole, and its members met while bellied 
up to its bar. The bar’s owner said that he 
saw a potential hit in bringing together 
some of his Irish music-loving regulars.

“They were sitting at the bar lament-
ing that they couldn’t find people to play 
with. I said ‘Great, I want you to form a 
band,’ ” said Andy Heidel. “I had a band 
sitting in front of me that didn’t know 
they were a band yet.”

The members quibble about the 
details, but all agree they were Way 
Station regulars who played their first 
show there on St. Patrick’s Day in 2012, 
at Heidel’s request. The band has played 
regularly there ever since, and will play 
with other Irish acts on March 17.

The band’s regular appearances have 
created a strong bond with the audience, 
according to the Waystie who sings and 
plays guitar, banjo and Irish bouzouki. 

“When you play regular sets for the 
same community of people, it develops 
a really strong culture of regulars,” said 
Robare Pruyn. “It has the quality of a 
family.”

The Waysties are united by their 
love for the Way Station and by their 
passion for Irish music. Member Sarah 
Storm, who lives in Ditmas Park, said 
that the full-blooded subject matter of 

Erin’s tunes drew her in.
“There are songs about drinking and 

fighting and death. They’re really good 
stories with beautiful music,” said the 
singer, guitarist and bodhran player — a 
type of Irish drum. 

The Way Station may be more 
intergalactic than it is Irish, but the 
Celtic tunes go well with its atmo-
sphere, according to the band’s man-
dolin player. 

“There’s a really good crowd of regu-
lars, and the Way Station has a bit of an 
old-timey vibe,” said Noam Berg. “This 
suits Irish music.”

In addition to traditional ballads, the 
Waysties also blend Irish music with 
pop hits. Its rendition of “Safety Dance” 

by Men Without Hats, with the famous 
riff played on mandolin, goes over par-
ticularly well, said Berg. 

In the years since the band formed, 
most of its members have moved to 
Philadelphia, but their connection to the 
Way Station and its nerd-friendly crowd 
has kept them all coming back. 

“Most of us are giant nerds,” said 
Pruyn. “The bar is the type of place 
that attracts people we get along with 
by default.”

The Waysties at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. between Prospect 
Place and St. Marks Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 627–4949, www.theway-
stationbk.com]. March 17 at 8 pm. $5 
suggested donation.

By Adam Lucente

Erin go hurrah! 
St. Patrick’s Day falls on 

a Saturday this year, so you 
can get Guinness-ed up for the Irish 
holiday without worrying about work 
the next day! And Brooklynites have 
plenty of options for going green, in 
concert halls, movie theaters, and 
classic pubs. Here are some of the 
borough’s coolest happenings for St. 
Paddy’s Day.

Fancy footwork
Start your St. Patrick’s Day week-

end early with a visit to the stage 
at Kingsborough College. At the 
“Claddagh” show on Friday night, 
Celtic rock band the Prodigals will 
provide the music for a tapping band 
of traditional Irish dancers. And 

appropriately named actor Gregory 
Grene will read a modern Irish fairy 
tale alongside the song and dance.

“Claddagh” at On Stage at 
Kingsborough [2001 Oriental Blvd. at 
Quentin Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596, www.onstageatk-
ingsborough.org]. March 16 at 8 pm. 
$32–$37. 

Gold stars!
Get drunk and laugh at the 

screen during the midnight screen-
ing of “Leprechaun 4: In Space” at 
Nitehawk Cinema. The 1996 classic 
about an Irish leprechaun marrying a 
space princess and murdering space 
marines has received an astounding 
0 percent on movie rating site Rotten 
Tomatoes, so you may need some 
extra Guinness to get through it.

“Leprechaun 4: In Space” at 
Nitehawk Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Berry Street and Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 782–
8370, www.nitehawkcinema.com]. 
March 16 and 17 at 11:45 pm. $12.

By Bill Roundy

These comedians 
are feeling cocky!

A group of 50 
funny men and women 
will deploy their best dick 
jokes this month to raise 
cash for a gun control 
group, with a name we 
cannot spell out in this 
newspaper. The comedi-
an behind “C---- Against 
Glocks,” happening at 
Littlefield on March 28, 
said that he wanted to 
make use of an abundant 
resource that might oth-
erwise go to waste. 

“I don’t know why, 
but I tend to write a dis-
proportionate amount of 
dick jokes,” said Matt 
Koff. “I want to use my 
dick jokes to help the 
world. I mean, they aren’t 
doing anything — like 
my dick itself. It’s just 
sitting there.” 

Koff, who also writes 
for “The Daily Show,” 
sees the show as a way to 
stand firm for an impor-
tant issue without being 
preachy. 

“I wanted to do some-
thing that helps the prob-
lems without being sanc-
timonious,” said Koff. “I 
wanted to do something 
helpful and stupid.”

Koff initially planned 
to include just 30 come-
dians, but the show’s pro-
ducer, Cassie Grimaldi, 
convinced him to make 
the phallic show big-
ger and longer. There 
was some stiff competi-
tion, said Koff — every 
jokester in the city has a 

least one penile punchline 
on tap.

“If you’re looking for 
a comedian who has a 
dick joke and hates guns 
— that’s every comedian 
in New York,” he said.

So he and Grimaldi 
just chose their favorite 
comedians to join the 
“penises against pistols” 
event, while trying to be 
sure to have a diverse 
lineup.

“We were careful not 
to just have male come-
dians,” he said. “We want 
to have the female per-
spective on the dick.”

The list of “wangs 
against weapons” per-
formers includes Janelle 
James, Josh Gondelman, 
Jo Firestone, and com-
edy music duo Reformed 
Whores, along with 45 
others. Each comedian 
will get a minute or two 
to tell their schlong-cen-
tric routine.

All of the proceeds 
from “phalluses against 
firearms” ticket sales will 
go to  Everytown for Gun 
Safety , a lobbying group 
for universal background 
checks.

“I’ve donated to them 
before,” said Koff. “They 
seem like a very direct, 
simple advocate for gun 
safety.”

“C---- Against 
Glocks” at Littlefield 
(635 Sackett St. between 
Third and Fourth ave-
nues in Gowanus, www.
littlefieldnyc.com). March 
28 at 8 pm. $15 ($12 in 
advance). 

Going green

BY THE WAY

Getting way-sted: Robare Pruyn and Sarah Storm of the Waysties, who met the other mem-
bers of their Celtic rock band at the Way Station, and will play there on St. Patrick’s Day. 
 Kate Lindsay

Flirty and dirty: Comedy duo Reformed Whores, who once 
recorded an album titled “Ladies Don’t Spit,” will sing a penis-
focused tune at the “C---- Against Glocks” show. Mindy Tucker 

Flashy tattoos: Choose one of these 11 bits 
of Irish ink as your free tattoo at Dromedary 
Bar on St. Patrick’s Day. Olivia Pakitsas

Laughing 
at danger
Telling dirty jokes 
for disarmament

Irish rock band Waysties returns home

Continued on page 37
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Booze and beef
Feed your hunger for 

corned beef and cabbage 
at the Tamaqua Bar and 
Marina in Gerritsen Beach, 
which will serve the deli-
cious dish all day. In addi-
tion to an array of drink 
options, the bar will host 
Irish music from the band 
Crossroads during the day, 
Irish dancers at 6 pm, and 
a performance from local 
band Lil Sister and the 
Rolling Machine starting 
at 7 pm.

St. Patrick’s Day Party 
at Tamaqua [84 Ebony Ct. 
between Channel and Bijou 
avenues in Gerritsen Beach, 
(718) 646–9212]. March 17; 
2–10 pm. $10.

Green and bear it
Make this drunken holi-

day one you will remember 
forever by getting a free St. 
Patrick’s Day–themed tat-
too at the Dromedary Bar 
in Bushwick! With the pur-
chase of any food or drink 
item, you can get one of 
11 tattoos designed by 
Olivia Pakitsas, including a 
shamrock, pot of gold, or 
overflowing beer mug. The 

offer lasts until 7 pm, but 
the party, the Irish whiskey 
special, and the option to 
top your burger with corned 
beef will last all night.

St. Patrick’s Day Tattoos 
at Dromedary [266 Irving 
Ave. at Menahan Street in 
Bushwick, (347) 715–4255, 
www.facebook.com/drom-
edarybar]. March 17, 3–7 
pm. Free.

We shan’t miss it!
Irish music fans can 

sham-rock out with the 
Shanties for St. Paddy’s. 
The “New Irish” band will 
play old Irish classics and 
new songs at Park Slope 
fixture Smith’s Tavern. 
The bar promises it will be 
“shantastic!”

“The Shanties Live” at 
Smith’s Tavern [440 Fifth 
Ave. between Eighth and 
Ninth streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 788–5218]. March 17 at 
7 pm. Free.

Erin go-go girls
It’s not a parade, but bur-

lesque troupe Wasabassco 
will have you on your feet 
for “St. Patrick’s Day for 
Sinners,” its annual all-
redhead striptease show 
that celebrates the hair 
color frequently found 
among inhabitants of the 

Emerald Isle. Host Nasty 
Canasta promises a night 
free of green beer and 
“bridge and tunnel fake 
Irish.” Instead, it’s just 
a classy night of nearly-
naked redheads!

St. Patrick’s Day for 
Sinners at Littlefield (635 
Sackett St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues, www.
littlefieldnyc.com). March 17 
at 8 pm. $15–$30. 

The Saint goes 
marching

Brooklyn is the lucki-
est borough, because it 
gets two parades for St. 
Paddy’s! First up is the fes-
tive and fun Brooklyn St. 
Patrick’s Parade in Park 
Slope, happening on March 
18 alongside green Prospect 
Park. Next weekend, the 
Bay Ridge St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade will set off down 
Third Avenue.

Brooklyn St. Patrick’s 
Parade (starts at Prospect 
Park West and 15th Street in 
Park Slope, www.brooklynst-
patricksparade.com). March 
18 at 1 pm. Free.

Bay Ridge St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade (starts at Marine 
Avenue and Third Avenue in 
Bay Ridge, www.bayridgest-
patricksday.com). March 25 
at 1 pm. Free.

Irish ayes!: Celtic band the Prodigals will play Irish tunes old and new at “Claddagh” at On Stage at 
Kingsborough on March 16. The Prodigals

Continued from page 36 

ST. PAT

BRIDGEVIEWDINER
Brooklyn’s Landmark Diner still going strong

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

SPECIAL ST. PATRICK’S DAY MENU
Thurs.- Fri.- Sat.

Wines $5.95
Chardonnay

Cabernet
White Zinfandel

Tropical Drinks $9.95
Pina Colada

Frz. Margarita
Frz. Daiquiri

Domestic Beer $5.95
Budweiser
Coors light
Bud Light

Imported Beer $6.25
Sam Adams 

Corona 
Heineken

SOUPS 

CHEF’S SPECIALTIES 

Corned Beef & Cabbage $21.95

Fish and Chips $20.95
Battered fi sh and french fries

Roast Chicken $19.95

Roast Prime Rib of Beef $27.95

Leg and Lamb $23.95

Meat Loaf ram potato $18.95

Fresh Brisket $22.95

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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By Julianne Cuba

He is giving their art new life.
A new exhibit will show-

case a dozen under-recog-
nized artists who were affected by 
the devastating HIV and AIDS epi-
demic of the 1980s, and the subse-
quent collapse of the East Village 
art scene. “Painting to Survive 
(1985-1995),” opening on March 18 
at the Brooklyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition in Red Hook, brings their 
important work back to the spotlight, 
said the show’s curator. 

“I think they are spectacular 
great paintings, and all should be 
better known,” said art historian 
and artist Jonathan Weinberg, who 
lives in Connecticut. “These are art-
ists whose work has been ignored 
because it sold out of fashion — this 
phenomenon of amazing painting 
going on and then suddenly it all 
shut down.”

Two of the artists — Marc Lida 
and Richard Hofmann — died from 
the disease, but each artist in the 
show has a personal connection to 
it, he said. 

“All the artists in the show have 
been very deeply touched by the 
AIDS epidemic, all have friends who 
died from it or also have friends who 
are still living with the disease,” said 
Weinberg, who contributed his own 
portrait of Lida to the show. 

The artists, who mostly worked in 
expressionist and figurative paintings 
at the time, used their art to express 
their feelings about the deaths that 
surrounded them, and to challenge 
the indifference of the government 
towards the disease, said Weinberg. 

“The ’80s was a tumultuous 
time, with Ronald Reagan and then 
George Bush. Reagan didn’t men-
tion the word ‘AIDS’ until his last 
months,” he said. “It’s as if there was 
a war was going on, and painting 
was a way for us to cope.” 

The epidemic cost the world a 
generation of art, said Weinberg. 

“The work they might have made, 
we also lost the people who were 
part of the audience, might have lost 
their critique and advice and rich-
ness of their lives,” he said. “Marc 
and Richard should be alive right 

now, and they probably would have 
been if the government had been 
more responsive.”

“Painting to Survive (1985–1995)” 
at the Brooklyn Waterfront Artists 
Coalition [481 Van Brunt St. near 
Beard Street in Red Hook, (917) 
603–2154, www.bwac.org]. Opening 
reception March 18 at 1 pm. On dis-
play weekends through April 14; 1–6 
pm. Free.

By Julianne McShane

This is a lucky weekend to be in 
Bay Ridge!

Before the Celtic holi-
day gets going, you can indulge in 
some New Orleans-style hot jazz 
tunes courtesy of the Grand Street 
Stompers at Brooklyn Firefly (7003 
Third Ave. at Ovington Avenue). 
The eight-member group puts a mod-
ern spin on songs that have filled 
the streets of the Big Easy since 
the 1920s. The free, two-hour event 
kicks off on Friday night at 8 pm. 

And Saturday is St. Patrick’s Day! 
At the top o’ the mornin’, start your 
day with a jog along Shore Road and 
a post-run refueling stop at Bagel 
Boy (8002 Third Ave. at 80th Street), 
where you can buy a bright green 
bagel in honor of the saint who drove 
out the snakes. 

After dressing in kelly colors — 
and digesting your green carbs — 

amble over to the Wicked Monk 
(9510 Third Ave. between 95th and 
96th streets) where you can chow 
down on a signature St. Paddy’s Day 

meal of corned beef and cabbage, 
boiled potatoes and carrots, or shep-
herd’s pie, starting at noon. Then 
suck down some Guinness and stick 
around for the free Irish seisún, a 
jam session of traditional tunes from 
local Celtic musicians, which starts 
at 2 pm and runs until 10 pm. 

On Sunday, work off your hang-
over and your hunger by strolling 
to Paneantico (9124 Third Ave. at 
92nd Street) for its $6.75 loaf of 
Irish soda bread. And keep your 
Irish ears smiling with a visit to the 
appropriately colored Greenhouse 
Café (7717 Third Ave. between 77th 
and 78th streets), which will host 
a free, three-hour show of classic 
Celtic tunes by local singer Tommy 
Andersen beginning at 6 pm. And 
the cafe will serve a special holiday 
menu, so you can load up on one 
final meal of corned beef and cab-
bage before the weekend is out.

By Julianne McShane

What the Puck? 
A new dance 

theater piece will 
present an aerial and alle-
gorical take on Shakepeare’s 
“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,” with f lying 
fairy figures representing 
the nations of the North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement. “The Dream 
Project,” opening at the 
Gelsey Kirkland Arts Center 
in Dumbo on March 23, will 
feature trilingual actors 
exploring the relationships 
between the United States, 
Mexico, and Canada, in a 
story inspired by President 
Trump’s hardline stance 
against immigrants, said the 
show’s director.

“We’re digging into the 
darkness of what’s hap-
pening between our three 
countries, and what happens 
when we don’t get along?” 
said Katie McHugh, who 
has worked across North 
America. “Trump is making 
all of these decisions that are 
putting our borders at risk.” 

The show focuses on 
the play’s warring magi-
cal couple, the fairy rulers 
Oberon and Titania, who in 
this version represent the 
battling forces of capitalism 
and Mother Nature, respec-
tively, as well as Canada 
and America, with Oberon’s 
servant Puck standing in for 
Mexico. During the fight 
between king and queen, 
Titania wreaks havoc on 

the fairy kingdom, a move 
meant to remind audience 
members of the effect of 
industry on the natural 
world, said McHugh. 

“If Oberon’s goal is to 
build at whatever cost, and 
Titania is Mother Nature — 
if they’re at a conflict, what 
happens?” she asked. “In 
my mind, nature has the 
power to destroy all, and 
if we upset nature, then 
we’re done. We are using 
Shakespeare’s text and the 
conflict he created, but 
we’re putting our own larger 
context on top of that.”

The cast members will 
deliver their lines in English, 
French, and Spanish, but 
McHugh promised that the 
physical storytelling — 
including aerial choreogra-
phy — will help all audience 
members understand the 
piece — even if it does not 
give any easy answers.

“I think the conversations 
that we’re beginning in this 
piece through the medium 
of Shakespeare will hope-
fully spark conversations 
for people to talk about their 
political and social fears and 
what is actually happening 
with our borders,” she said. 
“I want this piece to be a 
catalyst for conversation.” 

“The Dream Project” 
at the Gelsey Kirkland 
Arts Center (29 Jay St. at 
Plymouth Street in Dumbo, 
www.yonder window.co). 
March 23–24 at 7 pm, March 
25 at 2 pm. $18.

Celebrate St. Paddy’s in the Ridge!

PLAGUE ON PAINT

Goblin, lead them up and down: Dancers with “The Dream Project” 
will sail high overhead in the adaptation of “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,” opening in Dumbo on March 23.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Dreaming 
in Dumbo
High-flying high concept 
for a ‘Midsummer’ show

Exhibit celebrates artists affected by AIDS

Back to life: (Top to bottom) Marc Lida’s 
1985 painting “The Saint,” depicts the gay 
nightclub of the same name. And Audrey 
Anastasi’s “Carl with Dove” is an oil on 
canvas piece from 1990. Both will be on 
display at “Painting to Survive.”



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 16-22, 2018 39  24-7

FRI, MARCH 16
ART, “DON’T ‘DIS’ THE 

ABILITY”: An exhibit of 
more than 100 pieces of 
art by individuals on the 
autism spectrum. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. RXR Realty 
[470 Vanderbilt Ave. be-
tween Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill, (917) 757–1019], www.
strokesofgeniusinc.org. 

ART, “HAND LUGGAGE” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
A collaborative project by 
Pirmin Hagen and Chris-
tine Katscher, in which they 
follow pre-determined 
instructions about how to 
set up the exhibit. Free. 
7–9 pm. Open Source Gal-
lery [306 17th St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (646) 
279–3969], www.open-
source-gallery.org. 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S 
TALE”: Arin Arbus directs 
this production of Shake-
speare’s late tragicomedy, 
which features a jealous 
king, a missing daughter, 
and a hungry bear. $90–
$100 ($20 people under 
30). 7:30 pm. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 
Theater 2020 presents Ste-
phen Sondheim’s musical 
about fi gures who tried to 
take out U.S. Presidents. 
$40 ($30 seniors and stu-
dents). 8 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St. 
between Court and Clin-
ton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489–5200], 
www.sfc.edu. 

MUSIC, “THE BROBOT 
JOHNSON EXPERI-
ENCE”: A sci-fi  hip-hop 
solo concert and concept 
piece about the origins of 
a future race of Hip-Hop 
androids. $20–$25. 8 pm. 
Bushwick Starr (207 Starr 
St. between Irving and 
Wykoff avenues in Bush-
wick), www.thebushwicks-
tarr.org. 

THEATER, “PLAZA SUITE”: 
The Gallery Players per-
form Neil Simon’s comedy 
classic about three couples 
who stay in the hotel suite. 
$25 ($20 seniors and stu-
dents). 8 pm. Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352–
3101], www.galleryplay-
ers.com. 

THEATER, “THE VISITA-
TION”: An immersive play 
about two priests in 1682 
investigating a witchcraft 
accusation, performed 
throughout the Wyckoff 
House, the oldest building 
in NYC. $40. 8 pm. Wyck-
off House [5816 Clarendon 
Rd. at E. 59th Street in East 
Flatbush, (908) 420–9858], 
visitationexperience.com. 

MUSIC, RUST DUST: Country, 
blues, and original tunes. 
Free. 8 pm. Sir D’s Lounge 
[837 Union St. between 
Sixth and Seventh av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
623–9065].

DANCE, “CLADDAGH”: The 
Irish rock group the Prodi-
gals provides the music for 
world-champion Irish and 
tap dancers, linked by a 
modern-day Irish fairy tale. 
$32–$37. 8 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

SAT, MARCH 17
OUTDOORS, BIRDING 

BASICS: A two-session 
course that will teach you 
to identify some of the 200 
species of birds that reside 
in Green-Wood. $40. 10 
am. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

MUSIC, FROZEN TEARS: A 
concert of visual art and 
spoken word illuminating 
the heartbreak in Schu-
bert’s song cycle “Winter-
reise.” $20 ($10 students 
and seniors). 4 pm. The 
Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

MUSIC, PARK SLOPE CHAM-
BER PLAYERS: Chamber 
music by Vivaldi, Carr, 
Hindemith and Pavan. $20. 
7 pm. Greenwood Baptist 
Church (461 Sixth Street 
between Sixth and Seventh 
Avenues in Park Slope). 

ART, FEMININE DIVINE: A 
celebration of female art-
ists, featuring a gallery 
show and music perfor-
mances, followed by a 
dance party. Free. 7:30 
pm. Acoustik Garden 
Lounge (1515 Atlantic Ave. 
at Albany Avenue in Crown 
Heights), https://divine.
splashthat.com. 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S 
TALE”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, March 16. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 8 
pm. See Friday, March 16. 

MUSIC, “THE BROBOT 
JOHNSON EXPERIENCE”: 
8 pm. See Friday, March 
16. 

THEATER, “PLAZA SUITE”: 8 
pm. See Friday, March 16. 

THEATER, “THE VISITA-
TION”: 9 pm. See Friday, 
March 16. 

ART, “DON’T ‘DIS’ THE 
ABILITY”: Noon–6 pm. 
See Friday, March 16. 

FILM, “BABE”: Kids can enjoy 
the fi lm about a pig who 
wants to be a sheepdog. 
With arts and crafts ac-
tivities provided by BRIC 
Arts! Free. 10 am. Industry 
City Factory Floor (274 36 

St. and Second Avenue in 
Sunset Park), www.indus-
trycity.com. 

FAMILY, SHE’S ON POINT 
— A CELEBRATION OF 
GIRLS IN SPORTS: The 
event honors the achieve-
ments of female athletes 
by introducing young girls 
and boys to sports, with 
demonstrations and talks 
from professional athletes 
and coaches. Free. 11 
am–3 pm. Sunset Park Rec-
reation Center [43rd Street 
at Seventh Avenue in Sun-
set Park, (718) 972–2135], 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

TALK, COMMUNITY VIO-
LENCE PREVENTION: 
Learn de-escalation skills 
and basic self-defense 
techniques. Free. Noon. 
Fort Hamilton Public 
Library (9424 Fourth Av-
enue at 94th Street in Bay 
Ridge), www.caeny.org. 

“THE FUR BENEATH MY 
WINGS”: Pet advocate 
Hartford Hough discusses 
his new book about our 
relationship with animals. 
Free. 1 pm. Lafayette 
Avenue Presbyterian 
Church (85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene). 

FREE FITNESS AND FUN: A 
weekly full body workout 
of low-impact aerobic, with 
African and world dance 
movements. Free. 2 pm. 
Restoration Plaza [1368 
Fulton St. at Marcy Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(718) 636–6996], www.res-
torationplaza.org. 

ART, OPENING RECEPTION: 
“Unreality Bomb” is a sur-
vey of painting and sculp-
ture that concerns itself 
with the combination of 
abstract and fi gurative ex-
pression. Free. 5 pm. Five-
Myles [558 St. John’s Place 
between Classon and 
Franklin avenues in Crown 
Heights, (718) 783–4438], 
www.fi vemyles.org. 

READING, BROOKLYN 
WRITERS SPACE READ-
ING SERIES: Work from 
science writer David Ber-
reby, poet Terrence De-
gnan, and fantasy sports 
guru Dave Major. Free. 
7:30 pm. Books Are Magic 
(225 Smith St. at Butler 
Street in Carroll Gardens). 

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, MARCH 16
MUSIC, DEMI LOVATO 

AND DJ KHALED: $49–
$499. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MARCH 17
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V DALLAS MAV-
ERICKS: $17–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

SUN, MARCH 18
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V CARO-
LINA HURRICANES: 
$16–$400. 5 pm.

MON, MARCH 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V MEMPHIS 
GRIZZLIES: $9–$2,557. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, MARCH 20
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PITTS-
BURGH PENGUINS: 
$20–$600. 7 pm.

WED, MARCH 21
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V CHARLOTTE 
HORNETS: $11–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

THU, MARCH 22
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V TAMPA 
BAY LIGHTNING: $20–
$600. 7 pm.

SAT, MARCH 24
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V CHICAGO 
BLACKHAWKS: $31–
$495. 7 pm.

SUN, MARCH 25
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V CLEVELAND 
CAVALIERS: $105–
$3,000. 1 pm.

MON, MARCH 26
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V FLORIDA 
PANTHERS: $15–$350. 
7 pm.

FRI, MARCH 30
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V TORONTO 
MAPLE LEAFS: $15–
$350. 7 pm.

SUN, APRIL 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V DETROIT PIS-
TONS: $17–$3,000. 6 
pm.

TUE, APRIL 3
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: 
$15–$450. 7 pm.

WED, APRIL 4
MUSIC, LORDE: $39–$99. 

8 pm.

THU, APRIL 5
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS V NEW 
YORK RANGERS: $81–
$750. 7 pm.

SAT, APRIL 7
SPORTS, ULTIMATE 

FIGHTING CHAMPI-
ONS 223: $81–$750. 
6:15 pm.

SUN, APRIL 8
SPORTS, JORDAN 

BRAND CLASSIC: $15–
$35. 2:30 pm.

MON, APRIL 9
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V CHICAGO 
BULLS: $35–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, APRIL 20
COMEDY, MARTIN LAW-

RENCE: $39–$129. 7:30 
pm.

SAT, APRIL 21
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: 
$57–$657. 6 pm.

Jean genie: Singer Demi Lovato will model the world’s least-
practical pair of blue jeans during her concert with DJ Khaled 
on March 16. Associated Press / Amy Harris

How suite it is: A Hollywood producer (Robert McEvily) puts 
the moves on his old flame (Taylor Graves) in the Neil Simon 
comedy “Plaza Suite,” playing through March 25 at Gallery 
Players in Park Slope. Bella Muccari

SUN, MARCH 18
THEATER, THEATRESPORTS: 

A zany ensemble of pro-
fessional actors presents 
improvisational theatre 
as a competitive sport. 
$10 (Free for adults). 12 
pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, WILL MASON ELEC-
TROACOUSTIC QUINTET: 
$20 ($15 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

DINING, VODKA AND PICK-
LES FESTIVAL: Get unlim-
ited tastes of vodka mixed 
drinks, all the pickles you 
can eat, art, music, and a 
raffl e. $50–$75. Noon and 
3 pm. Grand Prospect Hall 
[263 Prospect Ave. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope, (917) 
543–9094], www.vodkan-
picklesfestival.com. 

FILM, “THE BLOT”: The 1921 
silent drama about the 
plight of teachers, writ-
ten and directed by Lois 
Weber, gets a live piano 
accompaniment. With the 
short “Mabel’s Strange 
Predicament,” for which 
Charlie Chaplin created his 
“Tramp” character. Free. 
12:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[10 Grand Army Plaza, 
between Eastern Parkway 
and Flatbush Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
230–2100], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The crooner performs the 
music of songwriter Frank 
Loesser. Free. 1:30–4:30 
pm. The Gulf Coast [6901 
Third Avenue at 70th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (347) 
662–6644]. 

COMEDY, “A LOVE LETTER 
TO MYSELF” VARIETY 
SHOW: A diverse group 
of powerful women read 
love letters to themselves 
on stage, interspersed 
with stand-up comedy. 
$24–$40. 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MON, MARCH 19
READING, “CONSIDER 

IT PURE JOY”: Jennifer 
Jones Austin discusses her 
battle with a life threaten-
ing illness, and the power 
of faith and community 
to transform desperation 
into joy. $5. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL: 
The Monday night comedy 
show welcomes Dan Perl-
man, Trey Galyon, Sarah 
Squirm, and more. Free. 
8 pm. Friends and Lovers 
(641 Classon Ave. between 
Dean and Pacifi c streets 
in Crown Heights), www.
fnlbk.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open mic and 
stand-up. Free. 9pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 

Continued on page 40
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Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

TUES, MARCH 20
OUTDOORS, SPRING EQUI-

NOX CELEBRATION AND 
EGG BALANCING CERE-
MONY: On the fi rst day of 
spring, join urban shaman 
Mama Donna Henes in 
standing 360 eggs on end. 
Free. Noon. Bailey Foun-
tain [Grand Army Plaza in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
857–1343]. 

FILM, “PRESSURE” PRE-
VIEW: A preview of 
the coming-of-age fi lm 
about teens in Harlem 
and Brooklyn during the 
crack epidemic, followed 
by a discussion with fi lm-
maker Abdu Danridge. 
Free. 12:30 pm and 6:30 
pm. Medgar Evers Col-
lege (1650 Bedford Ave. 
between Crown and Mont-
gomery streets in Crown 
Heights), www.pressureen-
tertainment.com. 

TALK, “A SOCIALIST RE-
VIVAL?”: “Jacobin” editor 
Bhaskar Sunkara talks with 
comedian Hari Kondabolu 
to discuss socialism’s pros-
pects for becoming a vi-
able force in American pol-
itics. $5. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-

Continued from page 39 repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

TALK, WHY LOCAL POLI-
TICS MATTER TO YOU: 
A civics refresher on how 
to infl uence your state 
and city government. 
With New York State Sen-
ate District 20 Candidate 
Zellnor Myrie and City 
Councilman Brad Lander. 
Free. 6:30 pm. We Work 
(195 Montague St. be-
tween Cadman Plaza and 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), persist81.org. 

COMEDY, “S--- SHOW!”: 
Ophira Eisenberg and 
Emily Flake present a 
comedy show of parents 
talking about their horrible 
kids. With Aminah Imani, 
Iris Bahr, Roz Chast, and 
more. $10 ($8 in advance). 
7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], unionhallny.com. 

COMEDY, THE HAND OF 
COMEDY: A comedy show 
named for the severe wrist 
tendonitis of host Claudia 
Cogan. With stand-up 
from Aparna Nancherla, 
Phillip Henry, Wanjiko Eke, 
and the musical genius of 
Reformed Whores. $5. 7:30 
pm. Cobra Club (6 Wyckoff 
Ave. between Jefferson 

and Troutman streets in 
Bushwick), www.cobra-
clubbk.com. 

WED, MARCH 21
ART, “UNRESOLVED (IS-

SUES)” OPENING RECEP-
TION: An exhibit of new 
glass artists from Israel. 
Free. 6 pm. Agnes Varis 
Art Center at UrbanGlass 
(647 Fulton St., between 
Rockwell and Ashland 
places in Fort Greene). 

TALK, “FREEDOM OF EX-
PRESSION, THE NEVER-
ENDING FIGHT”: Civil 
liberties experts refl ect on 
the history and ongoing 
struggle for freedom of ex-
pression. $10 ($5 for mem-
bers). 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

TALK, #METOO IS JUST 
THE BEGINNING: This 
town hall meeting asks 
how #MeToo can sustain a 
bigger movement? Free. 
6:30 pm. BRIC Arts Media 
House [647 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5621], 
www.bricartsmedia.org. 

FILM, “WHIP IT”: Catch the 
cult hit starring Ellen Page 
as beauty pageant con-
testant who joins a roller 
derby team under the 
name “Babe Ruthless.” 
With a post-screening talk 
from members of Gotham 
Girls Roller Derby. $12. 
6:45 pm. Alamo Draft-
house [445 Albee Square 
West between Willoughby 
and Fulton streets in 

Downtown, (718) 513–
2547], www.drafthouse.
com/nyc. 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S 
TALE”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, March 16. 

DINING, FRENCH WINE 
AND FOOD TASTING: 
Featuring wine, food, and 
live music. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Le French Tart (579 Fifth 
Avenue between 16th 
Street and Prospect Av-
enue in Park Slope). 

TALK, PETE HAMILL: A con-
versation with author Pete 
Hamill in celebration of 
the upcoming reissue of 
his debut novel, “A Killing 
for Christ.” Free. 7:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [10 Grand 
Army Plaza, between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

FUND-RAISER, NEVER 
AGAIN — A NIGHT 
TO BENEFIT STONE-
MAN DOUGLAS HIGH 
SCHOOL: A night of com-
edy and music, with ticket 
sales benefi ting the Stone-
man Douglas High School 
Victims Fund, Everytown, 
and March for Our Lives. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 7:30 
pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com.

MUSIC, THE GLASS STATE: 
The fi rst of four shows the 
Glass State will perform 
in honor of the impending 
closing of Hank’s Saloon. 
Free. 8 pm. Hank’s Saloon 
[46 Third Ave. at Atlantic 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 625–8003], www.exit-
fi ve.com/hankssaloon. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS 
YOU SHOULD KNOW: 
The Chicago-style stand 
up showcase features Jo 
Firestone, Mike Recine, 
Kerry Coddett, Josh John-
son (Conan), and more. 
$10 ($5 in advance). 9 pm. 
The Gutter [200 N. 14th St. 
between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 387–3585], 
thegutterbrooklyn.com. 

FILM, “UNHOLY ROLLERS”: 
Members of Gotham Girls 
Roller Derby introduce this 
1972 Roger Corman fi lm 
about a woman who rocks 
the world of roller derby. 
$10. 9:30 pm. Alamo 
Drafthouse [445 Albee 
Square West between Wil-
loughby and Fulton streets 
in Downtown, (718) 513–
2547], www.drafthouse.
com/nyc. 

NIGHTLIFE, HOT MESS 
DRAG COMPETITION: 
A competition for club 
queens, daddy kings, strip-
teasers, art monsters, and 
more. The performer with 
loudest audience reaction 
wins the title of Mx Hot 
Mess and $100 cash. Free. 
10 pm. House of Yes (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick), www.
houseofyes.org. 

THURS, MARCH 22
READING, 14TH ANNUAL 

NATIONAL BLACK WRIT-
ERS CONFERENCE: A 
four-day writing confer-
ence with readings, panels, 
and workshops. $35 ($25 
students). 10 am. Med-
gar Evers College [1650 
Bedford Ave. in Crown 
Heights, (718) 804–8883], 
www.centerforblacklitera-
ture.org. 

SPORTS, PING PONG MAD-
NESS: Come with your 
squad or meet new folks 
and grab a game at this 
weekly table tennis series, 
which will conclude with a 
tournament on March 22. 
Free. 6–8 pm. City Point 
[445 Albee Square West 
between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets in Down-
town Brooklyn, (718) 
673–8800], www.citypoint-
brooklyn.com. 

FILM, FLEXING KING: A 
screening of the movie 
“Flex is Kings,” followed 
by a dance competition 
judged by the crowd. 
Ticket price includes food 
and wine. $25. 6–9 pm. 
Bklyn Commons Bushwick 
(7 Marcus Garvey Blvd. at 
Broadway in Bushwick), 
www.bingewave.com. 

THEATER, “CURSE OF THE 
STARVING CLASS”: Sam 
Shepard’s play examines 
a rural family trapped in 
a grotesque farce of the 
American dream. $28 ($20 
students and seniors). 
7:30 pm. Actors Fund Arts 
Center (160 Schermerhorn 
Street between Smith and 
Hoyt Streets in Down-
town). 

MUSIC, TREASURES OF 
PARADYCE: The neo-soul 
band plays every Thursday 
night. Free. 8–10:30 pm. 
Dean Café Bar [951 Dean 
St. at Classon Avenue in 
Crown Heights, (718) 230–
5555], deancafebar.com. 

COMEDY, BROOKLYN 
HEIGHTS COMEDY 
NIGHTS: A monthly stand-
up show hosted by Brook-
lyn-born comedian Shelly 
Colman. Free. 8:30 pm. 
Vineapple Cafe [71 Pineap-

ple St. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (347) 799–1701], 
www.brooklynheightscom-
edynights.com. 

MUSIC, CHRIS BROKAW: 
With Monotrope and 
Thurn and Taxis. $10. 8:30 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

THEATER, “SPRING 
BREAKIN’”: A satirical 
show in which entitled 
millennials explain how to 
turn Spring Break into a 
chill-ass existential rager! 
Free. 9 pm. The Count-
down Theater [141 S. Fifth 
St. between Bedford and 
Driggs avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (973) 525–
2052]. 

FRI, MARCH 23
READING, 14TH ANNUAL 

NATIONAL BLACK WRIT-
ERS CONFERENCE: 10 
am. See Thursday, March 
22. 

DINING, RUM AND REVO-
LUTION: A rum tasting 
and history talk with food 
and drink expert Tonya 
Hopkins. $45. 7 pm. The 
Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

SAT, MARCH 24
FILM, “COCO”: Catch the 

sweet story of a music-
obsessed Mexcian boy 
who travels to the land of 
the dead, which wone the 
Academy Award for Best 
Animated Film and Best 
Song. Free. 11 am. Industry 
City Factory Floor (274 36 
St. and Second Avenue in 
Sunset Park), www.indus-
trycity.com/events. 

TALK, GREENPOINT STREET 
TREE STEWARDSHIP 
SUMMIT: Learn how to 
take care of street trees in 
Greenpoint from a panel of 
experts, followed by lunch. 
Free. 12:30 pm. St. John’s 
Lutheran Church (155 Mil-
ton St. between Franklin 
Street and Manhattan Av-
enue in Greenpoint), www.
greeninggreenpoint.com/
events. 

DINING, BUFFALO CITY 
FAIR: A celebration of the 
upstate city that gave us 
buffalo wings, beef on 
weck, garbage plates, 
and Loganberry cocktails. 
$10. 1–7 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

FAMILY, “FLIGHT SCHOOL 
THE MUSICAL”: A charm-
ing musical about a pen-
guin who wants to learn 
to fl y. $12. 2 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

DINING, SUMO STEW: 
Watch a sumo match 
streamed from Japan 
while enjoying a sea-
sonal chankonabe stew, 
Japanese booze and soft 
drinks, and checking out 
Sumo paintings and Sumi-
e calligraphy. $65. 6 pm. 
The Brooklyn Kitchen (100 
Frost St. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg), www.su-
mostew.com. 

$4495
Per person

Plus tax & gratuity

ADULTS CHILDREN’S MENU 
$2100

Soup or Fruit Plate, Chicken Parmigiana 
or Chicken Nuggets & Fries

Ice Cream, Sherbet or Chocolate Mousse

presents

Easter Sunday Dinner
CHOICE OF APPETIZER

Garden Salad, Fresh Fruit Plate, Penne Vodka,
Caesar Salad, Stuffed Mushrooms, Lobster Bisque

CHOICE OF ENTREE
Flame Roasted Rack of Lamb With Au Jus and Mint Jelly

Roast Rack Of Pork With Apple Brandy Glaze 

Boneless Shell Steak ($8.00 Extra) Grilled with Herb Butter  

Chicken Francaise Egg Battered, Sautéed with White Wine, Shallots, Lemon, Butter

Broiled Salmon With Citrus Chive Sauce

Shrimp Scampi White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter Sauce
(Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable)

CHOICE OF DESSERT
Cheesecake  Seasonal Fresh Fruit  Apple Strudel  Tiramisu

Ice Cream or Sherbet  Chocolate Mousse  COFFEE or TEA

Both having corned beef, cabbage special and live music

Electric mayhem: The exuberant time-traveling hip-hop musi-
cal “The Brobot Johnson Experience” will hold its final perfor-
mances at Bushwick Starr on March 16 and 17.  Maria Baranova
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We Got 
All The 

Boroughs 
Covered

 

Call us at
718-260-2555











COURIER LIFE, MARCH 16–22, 201848    DT

 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may 
be payable upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru 
Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/purchase option: $9,900/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), 
$9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 
7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typo-
graphical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988. www.PremierLincoln.com
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LINCOLN  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

�

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.
Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

$275 per month 36 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, 
A/C, and Much More! MSRP $38,420, VIN#3LJR614126, $4,487 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, $3,842 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $2250 
Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 3/31/18.  

$275 per month 36 month lease. 100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, 
Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $36,190, VIN#5LJUL03678, 
$4,539 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,619 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify 
$1000 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 3/31/18.

$275†

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

YOUR
CHOICE

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
  factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000
  mile comprehensive warranty coverage

2015 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Auto, A/C, Green. 50K 
Mi. Stk#2606F.

$16,895BUY
FOR

*
2015 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Blue, Sunroof, 
Nav. 40K Mi, Stk#2639F

$24,995BUY
FOR

*
2015 LINCOLN MKS AWD 

Auto, A/C, Nav, Moonroof, 
Grey and More! Stk# 2775F 

$27,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKC PREMIERE

2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
INCREDIBLE LIVERY PRICING ON SELECT MODELS! 

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE... LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!

GREAT DEALS RIGHT NOW!

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C 
& Much More! MSRP $43,705, VIN#2LJBL19356. $5,354 Due at 
Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, $4,370 Down Payment, $645 Bank 
Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 3/31/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

$339
PER MO./36 MOS LEASE

†

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.§

0%
APR

§0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4x4

Auto, Leather, Nav, Black, 
46K Mi, Stk#2758F

$34,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED


