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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
It’s a Coney Creek call to ac-
tion!

Local pols, offi cials, and en-
vironmentalists cheered the 
 Department of Environmen-
tal Preservation for fi nally 
putting up signs around the 
beleaguered waters of Coney 
Island Creek prompting locals 
to call 311 to report any illicit 
discharges  from sewer drains 
polluting the creek. 

Councilman Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island) said the 
city still needs to invest more 
resources into cleaning up the 
 poop-fi lled waters , but that the 
installation of the signs are a 
signifi cant development. 

“I commend DEP for hear-

ing our community’s concerns 
and working collaboratively 
to improve the water quality 
of Coney Island Creek,” Trey-
ger said. “While there is still 
much to be done to remedi-
ate the Creek, raising public 
awareness about outfalls and 
harmful discharges is an im-
portant step on the path to-
ward the clean and healthy 
creek our community de-
serves.”

The city agency announced 
on March 14 that it put up the 
signage at the creek’s seven 
storm-sewer outfalls at W. 
12th, 15th, 21st, 28th and 33rd 
streets, plus two south on 
Shore Parkway.   The signs 

BY ADAM LUCENTE
It’s like combining a cop and 
concierge.

Sheepshead Bay residents 
are singing the praises of the 
61st Precinct’s neighborhood 
policing program. The locally 
assigned offi cers are far bet-
ter able to respond to quality- 
of-life issues, and let residents 
know that their concerns are 
being addressed, according 
to the chairwoman of Com-

munity Board 15. 
“When there’s an issue, 

within hours you’ll get an e-
mail or call from them say-
ing they’re on it,” said The-
resa Scavo. “I only have good 
things to report.”

The  neighborhood policing 
program  assigns “neighbor-
hood coordination offi cers” 
to give attention to lower-
level issues such as illegal 
parking, noise complaints, 

and other quality-of-life con-
cerns that can sometimes get 
lost on the back burner when 
the precinct is dealing with 
more urgent crimes.

The neighborhood coor-
dination offi cers work only 
within their assigned sec-
tors of the precinct, allowing 
them to engage with locals in 
a way that patrol offi cers and 
detectives can’t. 

A sign of 
the grimes

Neighborhood policing program brings 
beat cops back to Sheepshead Bay

BACK ON 
THE BEAT

IT’S THE POLICE: Neighborhood Coordination Offi cers from the 61st Precinct talked about the area’s new 
policing program at the Madison-Marine-Homecrest Civic Association meeting on March 15.  
 Community News Group / Adam Lucente

Continued on page 12
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INFO DUMP: The city has posted signs around Coney Island Creek to help 
people identify and report illegal dumping. 
 Department of Environmental Protection

City posts info around Coney Island Creek 
to help locals report illegal dumping

Continued on page 3
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
This clan went from Iraq to 
Ridge.

A family of Iraqi refugees 
who fl ed Baghdad amid death 
threats from terrorists target-
ing the father’s work support-
ing the American army built 
a new life in Bay Ridge with 
the support of a Downtown 
group that helps immigrants 
and refugees resettle.

The matriarch said her 
family is thankful to fi nally 
live in security, but that they 
never expected to upend their 
lives to start over in a new 
country.

“We thought maybe we’d 
come to the U.S. on a trip, but 
living here and settling, no,” 
Najlaa Alani said through a 
translator. “We weren’t think-
ing about that.”

Alani and her husband 
Husam Sano arrived in the 
U.S. in February 2014 with 
their kids, 12-year-old Ay-
men and 7-year-old Aya, but 
the couple started to consider 
fl eeing Iraq in 2005 — the 
same year he and Alani got 
married — when Sano started 
receiving death threats while 
he was working for the U.S. 
Army as a technology con-
tractor at a base called Camp 
Taji.

 The year before, many 
Iraqis working with the U.S. 
government — including 
Sano’s own driver — were 
murdered by Al-Qaeda , lead-
ing Sano to take seriously 
the threats demanding that 
he leave his job supporting 
American troops. 

“At that time, people who 
were doing these things was 
Al Qaeda,” he said. 

Soon after, Alani began re-
ceiving threats too, and after 
a relative saw an armed man 
searching for Sano, his bosses 
advised him to leave the coun-
try, at least temporarily.

The couple fl ed to Syria at 
the end of 2005 to live with Al-
ani’s parents, but returned to 
Iraq about a year later, where 

Alani gave birth to Aymen. 
Aya was born in 2009, the 
same year Sano applied with 
the International Organiza-
tion for Migration to bring 
his family to the U.S.

After a three-year wait, 
the organization expedited 
the process when the terror-
ists demanded Sano leave 
his new job with the U.S. 
State Department, calling it 
his “last warning.” 

Finally, in February 2014, 
the organization told the fam-
ily they had tickets to fl y to 
the U.S. in just three weeks, 
leaving them scrambling to 
prepare for their fl ight, which 
required abandoning most of 
their possessions.

“My life and my fami-
ly’s security is important — 
we left most of our stuff, we 
couldn’t sell it,” Sano said.

But with the help of the 
Downtown Arab American 
Family Support Center and 
its director of community 
outreach and prevention sup-
port, Ahmed Mohammed 
— who translated the immi-

grants’ interview with this 
reporter — the family found 
an apartment and Sano got 
a job within two weeks of ar-
rival.

The group recently helped 
the family fi nish paying off 
the $5,700 in airfare fees — 
since all refugees have to re-
pay their travel costs to the 
U.S. State Department — with 
the help of its  New Immi-
grants and Refugees Fund , 
which it launched last July. In 
addition to helping reimburse 
the Feds for bringing refu-
gees into the U.S., the fund 
helps refugees once they get 
here with mental-health ser-
vices, English courses, and 
job training.

The greatest challenge the 
family faced initially was the 
language barrier, since they 
didn’t know any English. Ay-
men struggled so much in 
school that his parents even 
considered returning the 
family to Iraq before deciding 
it was just too dangerous.

“We felt an emptiness, but 
when we put in our mind the 

danger that might face our 
two kids back in Iraq, we said, 
‘we must stay for our kids,’ ” 
Sano said. 

For about a year, Alani of-
ten stayed up all night trans-
lating her second-grade son’s 
homework into Arabic until 
he had a grasp on English — 
which he said fi nally helped 
him feel confi dent to experi-
ence all that his new country 
had to offer.

“When I learned it and 
mastered it, I didn’t feel very 
scared here,” Aymen said. “I 
felt like there were places to 
explore, fun to have, foods to 
try.”

Aymen is a big fan of burg-
ers, pizza, and sushi, he said, 
adding that he enjoys science 
class in school and playing on 
the hockey team, and wants to 
be a doctor when he grows up. 
His younger sister, Aya, favors 
cheese pizza and soccer, and 
wants to be a teacher, she said.

Alani also learned Eng-
lish, taking courses for 15 
months — with the help of 
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By Julianne McShane

Here, the battle of the sexes is a fight 
to the death! 

A Sunset Park theater company 
will launch its multi-year adaptation of the 
Arabian classic “One Thousand and One 
Nights” with a tale focusing on sex, jeal-
ousy, and betrayal. The director of “Pay No 
Attention to the Girl,” opening on April 2 
at the company’s new theater space, culled 
the show from portions of the centuries-old 
text that focus on the dynamics of gender 
and power. The tome lends itself to this 
portrayal because its protagonist is fighting 
for her life, he said. 

“We’ve chosen a set of stories that are 
essentially about competing narratives 
about the sexes,” said David Herskovits, 
who founded Target Margin Theater in 
1991. “The question of who gets to tell 

the story, who’s listening to the story, who 
has the power, how that gets told — that 
is a deeply woven into the entire ‘One 
Thousand and One Nights,’ partly because 
of the frame story — it’s a story about a 
woman who is talking to save her life every 
single night.” 

In that frame story, a bitter sultan mar-
ries a different woman every night, and 
murders her each morning so that none of 
them will ever have a chance to cheat on 
him. But one clever woman, Scheherazade, 
tells the sultan a new story each evening, 
ending each on a cliff-hanger that keeps 
him coming back for more. One set of her 
stories, titled “The Craft and Malice of 
Women,” about a prince and a concubine 
who dispute the details of their sexual 
liaison — formed the basis of the Target 
Margin show, with the cast developing the 

dialogue throughout the rehearsal process, 
Herskovits said. 

The show was chosen before the 2016 
election and before the #MeToo moment of 
reckoning for sexual harassers, but those 
events have given the show an even greater 
significance and urgency, Herskovits said. 

“It all was set in motion before #MeToo, 
before Donald Trump became president, 
and before Islamophobia kind of went even 
further,” he said. “We were already rolling 
down the hill, and things went further and 
faster.”

This is the first production in the compa-
ny’s new home, a former industrial garage 
called the Doxsee Theater. After years of 
shuffling between performance venues in 
Williamsburg, Fort Greene, and the distant 
isle of Manhattan, Herskovits hopes that its 
new space, in the diverse nabe of Sunset 

Park, will help the company to settle down 
and to reach a wider audience. 

“The space itself is raw,” he said. “It’ll 
give us the opportunity to amplify the work 
that we make, to increase its engagement 
with and impact on the community around 
us by giving us a sort of anchor venue, a sort 
of identity.”

The show is the first in a series examin-
ing “One Thousand and One Nights.” The 
company plans to stage four different inter-
pretations of “Sinbad the Sailor” in May, 
and hopes to dive into some of its other 
stories in another production next year, said 
Herskovits.

“Pay No Attention to the Girl” at the 
Doxsee Theater (232 52nd St. between 
Second and Third avenues in Sunset Park, 
www.targetmargin.org). April 2, 4–7, 
11–14, 18–21 at 7:30 pm. $25.

Women of Arabia take the stage in Sunset Park

Lady-killers

Arabian fights: Three of the actors 
from “Pay No Attention to the Girl,” 
an adaptation of “One Thousand 
and One Nights” rehearse for the 
show’s opening at the Doxsee 
Theater in Sunset Park on April 2. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

STARTING ANEW: Husam Sano and his wife, Najlaa Alani, fl ed terrorist death threats in their native Iraq with 
their children — 12-year-old Aymen and 7-year-old Aya — in 2014 to build a new life in Bay Ridge. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

NEW LEASE ON A NEW LIFE
Iraqi refugee family fl ees terrorist threats to build a life in Ridge

Continued on page 27

BROOKLYN GRAPHIC (ISSN 0740-2260) Copyright © 2017 by the CNG- Community News Group is published weekly by CNG- Community News Group, One Metrotech North, 10th floor Brooklyn, NY 11201. 52 times a year. Business and 
Editorial Offices: One Metrotech North, 10th floor Brooklyn, NY 11201. Accounting and Circulation Offices: CNG- Community News Group, One Metrotech North, 10th floor Brooklyn, NY 11201. Call 718-260-2500 to subscribe. Periodicals 
postage prices is paid at Brooklyn, N.Y. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Brooklyn Graphic, One Metrotech North, 10th floor Brooklyn, NY 11201. This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of 
the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a subsidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This 
newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law.



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 23–29, 2018 3  G

show each outfall’s ID number and en-
courage locals to call 311 to report any 
discharges . The agency said the sig-
nage was developed with community 
input through a series of workshops 
with Community Board 13, the Co-
ney Island Beautifi cation Project, the 
Stormwater Infrastructure Matters 
Coalition, and other groups. 

The president of the Coney Island 
Beautifi cation Project said the group 
was glad the agency fi nally consid-
ered their suggestions, and she was 

glad the creek was one step closer to 
being cleaned up. 

“They listened and acted upon our 
ideas — what a novel movement,” said 
Pamela Pettyjohn.

 Locals began their calls for the sig-
nage nearly a year ago , after environ-
mental whistleblowers discovered in 
October 2016 that a Gravesend apart-
ment complex had been  dumping up 
to 200,000 gallons of raw sewage into 
the creek every day through an ille-
gal sewage hook-up to an emergency 
storm drain, possibly for years . But the 
district manager of CB13 — who  previ-
ously took the agency to task for taking 
its sweet time to put up the signs  — said 

it was better late than never. 
“The more people know about their 

environment around them, the more 
informed they are about what’s hap-
pening in the neighborhood,” said Ed-
die Mark. “Things happen in time.” 

But Sanoff blasted the agency for tak-
ing so long, adding that the signs would 
only be effective if agency personnel 
regularly monitored them to make sure 
they weren’t vandalized or missing.

“This is not rocket science, putting 
up a sign with a phone number,” she 
said. “What took so long?” 

The agency did not respond by press 
time tò  inquiries about how it intended 
to respond to the 311 complaints.

Continued from cover

SIGNS

BY ADAM LUCENTE
This thing is doggone expen-
sive!

A dog run may seem 
like little more than a fence 
around a patch of gravel, not 
a major project justifying the 
$700,000 price tag quoted to lo-
cals asking the city to put one 
in Marine Park. But the Parks 
Department says building one 
is a complicated endeavor re-
quiring excavation, plumbing 
installation, and other work.

“While they may seem 
simple to build, dog runs actu-
ally require a number of more 
complex features that contrib-
ute to the cost and time frame, 
including drainage, water 
service, sanitation measures, 
subsurface and more,” said a 
department spokeswoman.

 A group of Marine Parkers 
renewed the call for a dog run  
in February, and the pooch 
park boosters are now  wait-
ing for the Marine Park Civic 
Association to decide whether 
it will take the issue up with 
Community Board 18 and the 
city . The Parks Department 
has said a dog run in Marine 
Park could cost as much as 
$700,000. 

Building a dog run costs so 
much in part because of what 
typically happens on a dog 
walk. A lot of work needs to be 
done to prevent the soil from 
getting contaminated by all 
the urine, according to the lo-
cal councilman.

“The ground has to be pre-
pared,” said Councilman Alan 
Maisel (D–Marine Park). “You 
have a lot of urine and have to 
provide adequate drainage.”

Below the layer of gravel 
we all see, dog runs usually 
require several different lay-
ers of material to protect the 
soil from the dogs’ natural 
processes.

“You can’t have 50 dogs 
and not expect to contaminate 
the soil,” he said. 

A typical dog run also 
includes amenities such as 
drinking fountains for the 
dogs, benches for their people, 
garbage cans, paved walk-
ways, and hoses to help the 
dogs cool off in the summer. 
It also might be necessary 
to conduct an assessment of 
trees and other environmen-
tal factors at the site before 
construction can start, ac-
cording to a Parks Depart-
ment spokeswoman, all of 
which ratchets up the fi nal 
cost.

The price tag still seems 
high to some supporters of 
a dog run in Marine Park, 
though.

“It seems like an awful lot 
to me,” said Rudy Costa of 
the Marine Park Civic Asso-
ciation, who has been visit-
ing other dog parks in the bor-

ough at the civic’s request.
He said that some he’s seen 

look pretty simple, and can’t 
see them costing nearly a mil-
lion dollars.

“I’ve been to a couple dog 
runs. It doesn’t look like a lot 
of money to invest,” he said, 
citing the Manhattan Beach 
dog run as an example. 

At the same time, he con-
ceded that his research sug-
gests that the cost of the nec-
essary infrastructure can 
easily be in the hundreds of 
thousands.

“From what I’ve read, it’s 
supposed to cost that much,” 
he said. “You have new dirt, 
fences, plumbing.”

Maisel said he takes the 
city at its word on the high 
price tag.

“This is the fi gure we’ve 
heard for a while,” said Mai-
sel on the Parks Department’s 
estimate. “I’m sure they’re 
not misleading us.”

PRICEY POOCH PARKS: Dog runs, like this one in Dyker Beach Park, are 
surprisingly expensive to build. File photo by Derrick Lytle

The cost of canine comfort
Why a Marine Park dog run would have a high price tag

BLUE GOES GREEN: Cops played classic Irish tunes at the St. Patrick’s 
Day parade along Fifth Avenue on Sunday.  Photo by Jason Speakman

Irish invasion
BY COLIN MIXSON

Call it good, green fun!
Kings County residents 

fl ocked to Park Slope on 
Sunday, where marchers in 
Brooklyn’s Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade fi lled the nabe 
with sights and sounds of 
the Emerald Isle — including 
one of the strangest instru-
ments one young celebrant 
ever saw, according to her 
mother.

“There were actual bag 
pipes,” said Park Sloper 
Nell Madigan, who brought 
daughter Rylie along for the 
fun. “It was the fi rst time 
Rylie had seen them.”

The day’s festivities — 
which the Brooklyn Irish 
American Parade Commit-
tee organizes each year — be-
gan with a pre-parade mass 
at Prospect Park West’s Holy 
Name of Jesus church, before 
the bands and other march-
ing brigades set off from 
their starting point near 15th 
Street a little after noon. 

The stream of kilt-wearing 
men and women processed 
down Seventh Avenue before 
looping around on Garfi eld 
Place and heading back up 
Prospect Park West towards 
15th Street for the better part 
of an hour, all following be-
hind this year’s Grand Mar-

shal: the chief of Green-Wood 
Cemetery, Richard Moylan.

The burial-ground bigwig 
said he would have preferred 
to walk, but an unfortunate 
slip during a visit to New 
Orleans left him with a bum 
leg, forcing him to wave at 
onlookers from the back seat 
of a car. The injury, however, 
didn’t dampen the parade 
leader’s Celtic cheer, Moylan 
said.  

“It was kind of a treat,” he 
said.

The organizing commit-
tee chose Moylan as the day’s 
Irishman-in-chief in recog-
nition of his cemetery’s fa-
mous Hibernian patrons, he 
said, such as philanthropist 
 Charles Higgins  — a Brook-
lynite who made his fortune 
in fountain-pen ink and do-
nated land he purchased on 
Battle Hill, near his family 
plot within the graveyard, to 
install a statue of the Roman 
goddess of battle Minerva on 
the Revolutionary War–site 
— and Civil War commander 
 Thomas Francis Meagher , 
whose cenotaph was installed 
next to his wife’s Green-Wood 
gravesite in 2008 as a memo-
rial to the man who also gov-
erned the Montana Territory 
before he died, after which, 
his body was never found.

LONG TIME COMING: Pamela Pettyjohn,  
president of the Coney Island Beautifi cation 
Project, is glad the city fi nally put up signs 
around Coney Island Creek to help locals re-
port illegal sewage dumping.  
 File photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on 
all types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & 
other benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism

BY ADAM LUCENTE
Talk about a free ride!

Deno’s Wonder Wheel 
Park will celebrate the open-
ing of its 2018 season on 
March 25 by offering nearly 
100 people free rides on Co-
ney Island’s iconic Ferris 
wheel. The park’s manage-
ment said that the Wonder 
Wheel starting up again is a 
sign warmer days are ahead.

“When the cars go back 
up on the Wonder Wheel, it’s 
the fi rst sign of spring,” said a 
spokeswoman for the park. “It’s 
a hint that summer is coming.”

Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park 
is offering each of the fi rst 98 
people who enter the park on 

March 25 a free ride on the 
Wonder Wheel, in honor of the 
wheel’s 98th anniversary.

The park is also letting 
300 kids from the Salt and Sea 
Mission go on all the rides for 
free that day.

The Salt and Sea Mission 
is a local do-good organization 
that runs food pantries and 
soup kitchens for the homeless, 
abuse victims, and others. The 
kids who will be at the amuse-
ment park on March 25 are 
some of the Brooklynites the 
mission serves.

The park’s other 21 rides 
include the Speedway race 
track, bumper cars, the Twist-
N-Shout Drop Tower, and a 

new virtual-reality attraction 
called Stop the Zombies.

The Sunday opening will 
kick off with the 34th-annual 
“Blessing of the Rides” cere-
mony at the park, which hon-
ors the Salt and Sea Mission 
for the work it does in South-
ern Brooklyn.

The owners are proud 
they’ve celebrated the group 

at their openings for so many 
years.

“We are happy to honor the 
opening tradition started by 
our dad, Denos Vourderis, and 
the Mission founder, Debbie 
Santiago, in 1985,” said own-
ers Dennis and Steve Vourd-
eris in a statement.

Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park 
will be open on weekends and 

school holidays in April and 
May, and will be open seven 
days a week from Memorial 
Day through Labor Day.

“Blessing of the Rides” at 
Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park 
[3059 W. 12th St. between the 
Boardwalk and Bowery Street, 
(718) 372–2592, www.denos-
wonderwheel.com] on March 
25 at 10:45 am.

LET’S RIDE: On its 98th anniversary, Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park is offering one free ride for the fi rst 98 people 
who show up for its opening day on March 25. Jim McDonnell

CHEAP 
THRILLS!

Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park 
starts season with free rides



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 23–29, 2018 5  B GBR
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We understand.
Living in an abusive relationship is complicated. 
Love, children, family, community, money, and 
safety mean it’s never as easy as “just leaving”.

   you won’t 
leave 

because
  he controls

all the money

WE CAN HELP: 

1.800.621.4673(HOPE)      311      nyc.gov/NYCHOPE

Bill de Blasio
Mayor

www.brfcu.org
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20 Month CD

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in 
effect when you make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early 
withdrawal which may reduce earnings.  Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown 
above is $20,000.  $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  All other accounts insured to 

$250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  
Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

APY*
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(718) 448-1000 Member FDIC

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 03/06/18 and subject to change without 

notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open account.  All account balances above $0.01 

will earn the stated APY.  There is a substantial penalty for early CD withdrawals. Fees 

could reduce earnings. The 16 month CD requires new money only. New money is 

defined as funds not currently on deposit at Northfield Bank. The maximum account 

balance for these CD’s is $250,000.

1.40%
9 MONTH CD

APY1

2.10%
16 MONTH CD

APY1

2.50%
60 MONTH CD

APY1

OPEN ONLINE @ ENORTHFIELD.COM 
OR VISIT ANY BRANCH LOCATION!

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re pulling out the big guns for 
this infrastructure fi x. 

Some state pols want to fast track 
work on the deteriorating Brooklyn–
Queens Expressway — but only if the 
city puts armed cops in every school.

Republicans in the state Senate 
proposed a fi scal plan on March 14 — 
following Gov. Cuomo’s two budget 
drafts issued in  January  and  Febru-
ary  — that allows the city to use the 
streamlined design-build process in 
its job to rebuild a 1.5-mile stretch of 
the three-tiered expressway between 
Atlantic Avenue and Sands Street, but 
inextricably ties the authorization to a 
provision that would require fi rearm-
carrying offi cers in public learning 
houses across the fi ve boroughs.

But after kids across Kings County 
 walked out of classrooms that same 
day as part of a nationwide call to re-
form gun laws  following last month’s 
devastating shooting that claimed 17 
lives at a Florida high school, linking 
the unrelated law to the road’s repair 
is a slap in the face to students and 
teachers who don’t want more weap-
ons in safe spaces, a Brooklyn Heights 
pol said.

“I fi nd it very distressing that they 
would connect these two issues,” said 
Assemblywoman Jo Anne Simon, 
whose Democratic majority in the 
lower chamber released its own one-
house budget that included authoriza-
tion for design-build without any con-
ditions. “I don’t think the recent events 
inspire confi dence in that approach — 
this is a very troubling proposal.”

And days before the upper cham-
ber’s Republicans introduced their 
budget proposal tying design-build 
with more boots on the ground, Brook-
lyn state Senators Marty Golden (R-
Bay Ridge) and Simcha Felder (D-
Midwood) —  a long-time supporter of 
armed cops in schools , who sits across 
the aisle with the Grand Old Party 
to give it a majority in the Senate — 
along with a colleague from Staten Is-
land  drafted a similar bill  authorizing 
the faster process to fi x the express-
way on the condition that pistol-pack-
ing police are stationed in every city 
public school.

Golden, the main sponsor of the 
March 5 bill —  and another law that 
would bring security scanners to 
schools across the state  — is a strong 
proponent of design-build, since tran-
sit gurus claim it would slash more 
than $100 million from the $1.9-billion 
job to make over the road and shave 
two years off its timeline, allowing 
work to fi nish  before the city would 
need to send the thousands of trucks 
that traverse the triple cantilever 
daily down local streets  to avoid its 

collapse.
The Bay Ridge pol, however, twice 

previously introduced  legislation  to 
 green-light design-build without any 
conditions , so it makes no sense why 
he’s now combining it with more fi re-
arms in learning houses, Simon said.

“Sen. Golden has been a strong sup-
porter of design-build, particularly for 
the BQE, I don’t know why he is doing 
this,” she said.

Brooklyn Heights’ state Senator 
questioned why his colleagues would 
connect the two completely different is-
sues, suggesting the pols’ package deal 
may be a cruel ploy using the threat of 
havoc on local roads to get armed cops 
in schools with a reference to  the now 
notorious e-mail an offi cial in distant 
New Jersey sent  that led to the lane-
closure scandal on the George Wash-
ington Bridge, or “Bridgegate.”

“Is this an example of the majority, 
if they don’t get their way on a certain 
policy issue, however legitimate, sug-
gesting that perhaps ‘it’s time for traf-
fi c problems in Brooklyn,’ to borrow a 
phrase from New Jersey?” said Demo-
crat Brian Kavanagh.

But Golden thinks the best way to 
spend the money saved by using de-
sign-build — which solicits one bid for 
a project’s design and construction in-
stead of separate proposals for each — 
is to allocate it towards gun-carrying 
offi cers and improvements to the be-
leaguered subway system, according 
to his rep.  

“Sen. Golden believes that assign-

Troubleshooting
State offi cials tying faster BQE fi x with 
deploying gun-toting cops in schools

THIS FOR THAT: Bay Ridge state Sen. Marty 
Golden is among the local pols who intro-
duced a bill in Albany that would allow the 
city to use design-build in its Brooklyn–
Queens Expressway makeover and require 
armed police offi cers in public schools 
across the fi ve boroughs. File photo

Continued on page 27
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WE’RE IMPROVING 
QUALITY AND SAFETY 
 FOR EVERY PATIENT.

AT NYU LANGONE 
HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN

NYU LANGONE HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN 150 55TH STREET, SUNSET PARK
Our reputation for quality and safety is what distinguishes us as one of the premier health systems in the country.  

Simply put, you cannot provide world-class care without a continuous commitment to the most stringent quality  

standards and the safest protocols for every patient. We’ve brought those standards to our hospital in Brooklyn.  

Our goal is to provide the residents of Brooklyn and Staten Island the level of care NYU Langone Health is known for,  

closer to where they live. To learn more, visit nyulangone.org.



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 23–29, 20188    B GM BR

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Checkmate 
A rapscallion who helped a man 

open an account at a Third Avenue 
bank later withdrew more than 
$2,000 from the account without 
permission and forged checks in his 
name also worth more than $2,000, 
the victim reported to police on 
March 17. 

The man reported the theft just 
before 9 am, informing police that 
the lout who helped him open the ac-
count at the bank between 95th and 
96th streets had also been using the 
account to deposit money, and also 
opened up a National Grid account 
in his name. 

Jackpot 
A burglar stole an estimated 

$16,000 worth of jewelry from a 13th 
Avenue home on March 16.

The bandit entered the home be-
tween 65th and 66th streets at around 
10:30 pm, and took three gold neck-
laces, a gold chain, two gold brace-
lets, two pairs of gold earrings, and 
four rings, police reported. There 
were no signs of forced entry, ac-
cording to the report. 

Didn’t get far 
Police arrested one of two men 

who allegedly stole a 2015 Lexus van 
from the Fifth Avenue dealer on 
March 14. 

The men stole the car from the 
lot at 65th Street just before 5 pm, 
according to authorities. 

Ambushed
A pair of miscreants punched a 

man in the face, stole his cellphone 
and headset, threatened him with a 
knife, and even tried to stab him at 
an 86th Street crosswalk on March 
16. 

The man told police he was walk-
ing through the intersection at Gelt-
son Avenue around noon when the 
duo exited their car and started an 
argument about crossing the street. 
One of the brutes punched the man 
in the face and stole his cellphone 
and headset before the other fl ashed 
a knife and attempted to stab him, 
cops said. 

The victim then ran from the 
scene, according to the report. 

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Shots fi red 
A pair of gunmen pulled a fi re-

arm and fi red shots at a man on 
Benson Avenue on March 14. 

Police say the shooters ap-
proached the man at Bay 19th Street 
around 8:30 pm, when they asked, 
“You with the savage?” before pull-
ing out the gun and fi ring shots. The 

victim was unharmed, according to 
the report. 

Tool time
A burglar broke the passen-

ger-side window of a truck on 65th 
Street on March 15 and stole an ar-
ray of construction tools. 

The car was parked between 15th 
and 16th avenues, and the theft oc-
curred around 3 pm, cops said. 

Burgled Benz 
A robber stole a Playstation 4 and 

two pairs of Prada shoes from a Mer-
cedes Benz parked on 79th Street on 
March 16. 

The pilferer was walking down 
the block between Bay Parkway 
and 23rd Avenue around 1 pm pull-
ing door handles, when he found the 
unlocked Mercedes and grabbed 
the goods, according to the police 
report. 

Frozen-out fraudster 
A fraudster withdrew more than 

$6,600 from the checking and saving 
accounts of a Bay Parkway resident 
on March 12, the man reported to 
police on March 17. 

The man, who lives between 86th 
Street and Benson Avenue, reported 
the theft to police at 8 am, and said 
his bank froze both accounts. 

72ND PRECINCT 
SUNSET PARK–WINDSOR TERRACE

Pass the baton 
A brute hit a man with an ex-

pandable baton on 52nd Street on 
March 18, causing bruising, swell-
ing, and lacerations to his head. 

The assault occurred between 
Second and Third avenues at 
around 7:15 am, according to the po-
lice report. 

Jewel heist 
A burglar broke into a Prospect 

Avenue basement sometime be-
tween March 9 and March 17 and 
stole more than $8,500 worth of jew-
elry. 

The victim left the home be-
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues at 9 
am on March 9 and returned at 5 am 
a week later to fi nd the gems miss-
ing, police reported. It is unknown 
how the baddie entered or where he 
fl ed, cops said.

Cash con
A swindler cashed a forged busi-

ness check worth more than $9,300 
for a Fifth Avenue bodega on Jan. 
30, the owner reported on March 
15. 

The lout cashed the phony check 
for the bodega between 47th and 
48th streets between 8 am and 5 pm 
on Jan. 30, the woman reported just 
after 4:15 pm on March 15.

Buddies no more
Two louts punched a man in the 

face, causing him to bleed from his 
nose, and then stole his cash, sneak-
ers, and a cellphone inside a Sixth 
Avenue home on March 18.

The trio was drinking beer to-
gether inside the home near 45th 
Street just before 12:30 pm when the 
dastardly duo turned on the other 
man, punching him in the face and 
taking off with his goods, authori-
ties said. 

Breaking glass
Cops cuffed a man who they say 

broke both a glass door and a man’s 
glasses at a 39th Street hotel on 
March 18.

Police say the man was at the ho-
tel between Fifth and Sixth avenues 
around midnight when he kicked 
the door — causing it to break — 
and then struck a man in the face — 
causing his glasses to break.

  — Julianne McShane

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Shots fi red
Police arrested two men after 

one shot a gun during a fi ght at a 
Bath Avenue diner on March 1. 

The victim said he and the man 
were arguing over a cellphone at 
the eatery between 26th Avenue and 
Bay 43rd Street at 9:48 pm. Police say 
the man left, and then came back an 
hour later with a gun, pointed it at 
the victim, and shot it. 

Offi cers said that the restaurant 
staff and customers restrained the 
man until they arrived. Police ar-
rested two men in relation to the 
shooting.

Money fi ght
Cops cuffed a man who they 

say punched a 78-year-old man at 
a supermarket on W. 21st Street on 
March 18. 

The victim said he and the man 
were arguing over money at the 
store near Mermaid Avenue at 7:25 

pm when the man punched and 
kicked him. 

Brutal beating
Four good-for-nothings robbed a 

man outside the Avenue X subway 
station on March 3.

The victim said he got off the 
train and started walking towards 
W. 12th Street at 6:25 pm when four 
men and a woman came up on him 
from behind, pushed him down, and 
starting kicking him in the face. 
They took his iPhone 7-Plus and 
cash before fl eeing on W. 12th Street 
towards Avenue W, according to au-
thorities.

Backpack jack
A punk stole a man’s backpack 

on W. 15th Street on March 16. 
The victim said he was near the 

Coney Island Boardwalk at 9:50 pm 
when someone approached him and 
said “give me your s---.” 

The victim ran away, but the thief 
ran him down and took his jacket 
and bookbag, which had cash and 
household goods in it, cops reported.

Hit and rob
Four no-goodniks beat up and 

robbed a teen on W. 11th Street on 
March 18. 

The victim said he went into his 
building near Avenue W at 8:30 pm 
when four men came up to him, said 
“what you got?” and took his back-
pack and jacket, and also punched 
him in the face, causing bruising, 
bleeding, and swelling. 

Missing wallet
A sneak stole a woman’s wal-

let from a W. 33rd Street offi ce on 
March 17. 

The victim said she left her purse 
in the laundry room of her offi ce 
near Surf Avenue at 12:45 pm, and 
when she returned, found someone 
had taken her wallet with $215 in-
side. 

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Brute robs man
A lout took cash from a man and 

hit him in the face on Bedford Ave-
nue on March 17.

The victim told offi cers he was 
walking home near Avenue Y at 6:10 
pm when the miscreant said “yo, 
come here,” and punched him in the 
face. 

He fell and lost consciousness, 
and when he woke up, realized the 
thief had taken his cash, driver’s li-
cense, and social security card from 
his pant pocket, according to the po-
lice report.

Police said there were witnesses, 
but that they would not provide in-
formation on the incident. 

— Adam Lucente
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NYU LANGONE HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN 150 55TH STREET, SUNSET PARK
A designated stroke center provides rapid diagnosis and the most advanced care and rehabilitation.  

Our multidisciplinary team of neurologists, neurosurgeons, neuroradiologists, and specially trained nurses allows us 

to quickly deliver brain-saving care to patients. And dual accreditation for our Comprehensive Stroke Center and 

Stroke Rehabilitation program is confirmation that the best stroke care anywhere is available right here in Brooklyn. 

To learn more, visit nyulangone.org.
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*
New York City families with children born in 2014  
can apply for free, full-day, high-quality pre-K for the  
2018-19 school year. Call 311 | Text “prek” to 877-877.

Children who attend free,  
full-day, high-quality pre-K learn  
to problem-solve, ask questions,  
and work together.

nyc.gov/prek

Receive automated recurring messages from NYC DOE. No purchase necessary. MSG and data rates may apply.

BY ADAM LUCENTE
Let my people go to this festive 
meal!

The Senior Citizens League 
of Flatbush puts on an in-
terfaith seder every year for 
Passover — and holds it a few 
days before the actual holiday, 
so that the whole group has a 
chance to get together before 
some members go away for 
the real date, or are with their 
families. 

And the gathering shows 
how this close-knit club is like 
a family in its own right, ac-
cording to its executive direc-
tor. 

“A lot of people, their chil-
dren have moved away, friends 
have passed on,” said Lenore 
Friedman. “This way they 
have a seder to go to. It feels 
like one big family.”

The Senior Citizens 
League of Flatbush started in 
2000 at the East Midwood Jew-
ish Center. The rationale be-
hind it was that many elderly 
in the community had lost 
their spouses and friends, and 
needed a place to socialize, 
eat, play cards, and be part of 
a community, according to its 
website. 

“It’s very active,” said 

Friedman of the center. 
“There’s everything from live 
music, to lectures, to yoga.”

This year’s interfaith seder 
was on March 18, around two 
weeks before Passover starts 
on March 30. The interfaith 
seder is one of the group’s 
community-centered events. 
Unlike the seder on the fi rst 
day of Passover, this one is 
only about an hour long. 

As in years past, on March 
18 the attendees read out loud 
parts of the story of Passover, 
which tells of the Israelites’ 
escape from slavery in Egypt. 
Brisket, grape juice in lieu of 

wine, and other Jewish foods 
were served. And each table 
had a seder plate with objects 
of signifi cance to the holiday, 
such as bitter herbs to remind 
people of the hardships of slav-
ery. But there was also danc-
ing. 

Many of the attendees come 
from the local Jewish commu-
nity, but seniors of other faiths 

attend too. The league’s leader-
ship believes it is important to 
have an interfaith seder where 
people of all beliefs are wel-
come, because Passover’s mes-
sage has universal appeal. 

“Passover talks about the 
oppression of the Israelites, 
but it should be about all peo-
ple,” said Friedman. “Every-
one is equal.”

Passover comes early
FESTIVE HOLIDAY: (Left) Senior Citizens League of Flatbush executive 
director Lenore Friedman dances with members of the community at 
the interfaith seder on March 18. (Center) Seniors get their groove on. 
(Above) Friedman raises a toast. Photos by Steve Solomonson
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NYU LANGONE HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN 150 55TH STREET, SUNSET PARK
We’re modernizing. We’ve already created a state-of-the-art Designated Epilepsy Unit and cutting-edge surgical and 

radiology suites. And soon, we’ll be opening a brand-new Perlmutter Cancer Center in Sunset Park, as well as updated 

environments for several services including mother/baby and neurology/neurosurgery. Because ultimately,  

world-class care needs a world-class campus. To learn more, visit nyulangone.org.
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

   718-645-6677  

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

www.attorneynow.com
www.lawday.com

“We consider ourselves the com-
munity’s own private cops,” said Sgt. 
Michael Szczecinski, who heads the 
program in the precinct. “We aren’t 
chained to a radio.”

The initiative began in the 61st Pre-
cinct on Jan. 22, and since then the of-
fi cers have been making the rounds of 
local civic meetings to explain the pro-
gram, including the Madison-Marine-
Hillcrest Civic Association on March 
15. 

Szczecinski and the other neighbor-
hood coordination offi cers hand out 
their cell phone numbers and e-mail 
addresses at each gathering, includ-
ing which sector they are assigned to, 
as well as a map of the sectors. The of-
fi cers ask to be called directly, espe-
cially for neighbor-to-neighbor dis-
putes or recurring problems. That 
direct connection allows them to deal 
with nuisance issues much more effi -
ciently than police could in the past, 
according to Szczecinski.

“Everyone has had the experience 

of waiting 10 days and nothing hap-
pens,” he told the Madison-Marine-
Hillcrest Civic Association. “We’re 
much quicker. We’re specifi cally on 
call for your community.”

Some of the most common cases the 
neighborhood coordination offi cers 
work with are blocked driveways, cars 
blocking fi re hydrants, garbage prob-
lems, and noisy parties and events. 

Much of their work consists of com-
municating with city agencies on be-
half of locals, according to Szczecinski, 
who said his offi cers are empowered to 
cut through red tape.

“We’re given the keys to the city 
to talk to city agencies,” he said at the 
meeting, “It’s one stop. You come to us 
and we fi gure it out.”

The vice president of the Bay Im-
provement Group in Sheepshead Bay 
said the neighborhood coordination 
offi cers provide much better service 
than a city hotline. 

“Calling a 911 switchboard, you 
don’t get the attention you would call-
ing an offi cer from the program,” said 
Jack Spadaro. “It’s bringing back the 
days where a beat cop knew you by 
name.”

SPECIAL ATTENTION: The 61st Precinct neighborhood policing program divides the pre-
cinct into four sectors and assigns two offi cers to each one tasked with addressing local 
complaints. NYPD

POLICE

61st Precinct Neighborhood Coordination Offi cers: 

Supervisor
Sergeant Michael Szczecinski
(917) 868–9847
michael.szczecinski@nypd.org

Sector A
• Offi cer Kashif Iftikhar
(917) 834–5732
kashif.iftikhar@nypd.org
• Offi cer Dym Yevgeny
(929) 294–0867
yevgeny.dym@nypd.org

Sector B
• Offi cer Yakov Shnayder
(929) 287–9513
yakov.shnayder@nypd.org
• Offi cer Thomas Costarella

(917) 514–3061
thomas.costarella@nypd.org

Sector C
• Offi cer Shilendra Sawh
(929) 343–9663
shilendra.sawh@nypd.org
• Offi cer Osvaldo Marcillo
(929) 287–6096
osvaldo.marcillo@nypd.org 

Sector D
• Offi cer Nicholas Felix
(917) 853–1681
nicholas.felix@nypd.org
• Offi cer Artem Makaryan
(929) 291–1255
artem.makaryan@nypd.org

Continued from cover
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Still Jewish Family owned
and Independently operated

We are pleased to announce that PARKSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC 
has relocated it’s funeral home to 

1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY (1 block from Kings Highway)

Our Helpful and experienced staff remains the same

Our telephone number remains the same

718-338-1500

Hebrew Language Academy schools are diverse, dual language 
public charter schools that teach Modern Hebrew to children of 
all backgrounds and prepare them to be successful global citizens. 
 
We offer a rigorous curriculum with courses in Modern Hebrew, 
English language arts, math, science, social studies, Israel studies, 
art, music, physical education, chess, and more.

Exceptional Hebrew Public Schools in Brooklyn!

Apply by April 1st at:

HEBREWPUBLIC.ORG/APPLY
For questions: Keciah Bailey, 

admissions@hebrewpublic.org 
or 212-792-6236.

Our schools are tuition-free, open to all and located in two campuses:

2186 Mill Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234

Accepting applications for K-6
Lottery: 4/12

Accepting applications for K-2
Lottery: 4/10

1870 Stillwell Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11223

HLA and HLA2 are part of the Hebrew Public network of schools.
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Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com
Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

BY ADAM LUCENTE
The ball is in his court.

Student athletes on a Sheep-
shead Bay school’s squad will 
shoot for their Brooklyn divi-
sion’s title in the city’s Mid-
dle School Basketball League 
on March 24, but the looming 
match isn’t the only impend-
ing competition for the team’s 
star power forward. This 
month, Bay Academy Bobcats 
player Lawrence Veksler was 
named one of six fi nalists for 
the Brooklyn Nets All-Star 
Award — a tri-state competi-
tion for scholar-athletes.

And Veksler, who is confi -
dent he will win the award in 
April, said doing so would help 
cement Bay Academy’s legacy 
as a top basketball program.

“We’re number one in the 
city,” he said. “And everyone 
on the team will know a player 
did this for us.”

The Brooklyn Nets All-
Star Award is for middle-
school basketball players who 
“demonstrate grit, determina-
tion, and a desire to succeed 
both on the court and in the 
classroom,” according to its 
website. The honor, which is 
sponsored by the Hospital for 
Special Surgery, awards all of 
the fi nalists a spot at the Nets’ 
Summer Basketball Clinic, 
and the overall winner will 
receive a $3,000 grant for their 
school’s athletic program, as 
well as being recognized at the 
Nets’ April 9 game against the 
Chicago Bulls at the Barclays 
Center, according to a spokes-
woman for the Manhattan-
based medical center. 

Votes from the public will 
determine the winner, and 
 anyone can cast a ballot on 
the awards’ website  until 
March 31. Veksler believes 

his school’s support will carry 
him to the fi nish line.

“The school sent out a 
mass message telling people 
to vote,” he said. “Everyone 
at my school says ‘I voted for 
you.’ ”

Veksler, who lives in Mill 
Basin, said he fi rst popped up 
on the Nets’ radar at a summer 
camp the team held last year, 
where he showed off his drib-
bling skills and quickness. 

“I keep my dribble low, 
which makes it hard for de-
fenders to guard me, and I’m 
a fast player,” he said. “I stay 
low and speed off them and 
score.”

Thomas Finale, who 
coaches the Bay Academy 
team along with John Bomar-
ito, said that Veksler’s work 
ethic and leadership qualities 
also impressed the Nets — as 
well as his ambidextrous ball-

handling skills. 
“He has a very strong left 

hand, but can also go right,” 
said Finale. “Teams begin to 
take away his left and he goes 

right. It makes him very hard 
to defend.”

Veksler credits his passion 
for basketball to the game’s 

BIG BALLER: Mill Basin native and Bay Academy power forward Law-
rence Veksler was named one of six fi nalists for the Brooklyn Nets All-
Star Awards, which selects scholar-athletes from throughout the tri-
state area.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

ON THE BALL!
Bay Academy hoops player named as 

fi nalist for Brooklyn Nets All-Star Award

Continued on page 27
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 Check us out at WWW.ditmasrehab.com

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:
Offi ce Reps
Offi ce Supervisors 
Marketing
HR Director

Professional:
Nursing Supervisors
General RNs
 Pediatric RNs
Unit Managers
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*Interest Rate for the Money Market Special is 1.35% and APY is 1.36%. The rate 
is guaranteed for 6-months. The APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is accurate as of 
2/16/18. To qualify for the promotional rate: (1) A $10,000.00 minimum balance is 
required to open the account; (2) The funds deposited in the account must be new 
to bank funds; and (3) Customer must have a new or existing Checking Account at 
Alma Bank held in the same name as the Money Market Account. The Money Market 
Account is limited to six transactions per month. Excessive withdrawals will result in 
fees; please see the “Truth in Savings” disclosure for more details. Account fees may 
reduce earnings. The promotion is available for businesses and consumers and may 
end without prior notice. Accounts by government entities and financial institutions 
are not eligible for this offer. **APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is accurate as of 3/8/18. 
Interest Rate for the 3 Year CD is 2.47% and APY is 2.50%. Interest Rate for the 5 
Year CD is 2.71% and APY is 2.75%. In order to receive the APY (Annual Percentage 
Yield) principal and interest must remain on deposit until maturity. To qualify for these 
promotional CD rates, a $2,500.00 minimum opening balance is required; 
and $240,000.00 is the maximum amount allowed per account at account 
opening. Multiple accounts per customer are permitted. Early withdrawal 
penalties apply. Offer is valid until 4/20/18. Other terms and conditions apply.

2.50%
APY**

2.75%

3 YEAR CD & IRA

5 YEAR CD & IRA
APY**

APY*1.36%
HIGH YIELD MONEY MARKET

EARN MORE

BY ANTHONY ROTUNNO 
It’s snow way to usher in spring!

Brooklynites hoping for sunny skies 
on Wednesday as they began the second 
day of the season were dealt no warm 
embraces by Mother Nature, who once 
again pummeled the borough with pow-
der during the fourth nor’easter to blow 
through the East Coast this month.

The winter storm — christened Toby 
by our friends over at The Weather 
Channel — harkened back to simpler 
snowy days of yesteryear, delivering 
gobs of white stuff amid heavy winds, 
but no titillating phenomena such as the 
 bombogenesis  or  thundersnow  that pre-
vious storms brought to Kings County 
this year.

Reporters in this newspaper’s Bliz-
zard Bureau found some locals out and 
about shortly after the fl akes started 
falling in the early morning, such as 
Sunset Parkers Caroline Blehart and 
MG Proaps, who took a $1 piece of poster 
board to the hill of their nabe’s epony-
mous meadow before 11 am to catch 
some cheap thrills sledding down the 
incline on the arts-and-crafts supply.

And as the snow piled up, accumulat-
ing a total of 4.5 inches in East Flatbush 
and 4.2 inches in Bedford-Stuyvesant 
by around noon, according National 
Weather Service  data , other Brook-
lynites got to work — including Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation employee 
James Gillespie, who, shovel in hand, 
began a day of clearing powder from 
paths in Sunset Park that he said would 
keep him in the green space until 8 pm, 
and shopkeeper Mohammed Uddin, 
who removed slush from the sidewalk 
outside his nearby Fifth Avenue deli.      

Many Kings County kids, however, 
only lifted their fi ngers for as long as 
it took them to carry sleds to the clos-
est hills, after Mayor DeBlasio closed 
all public schools ahead of the storm on 
Wednesday.

In Bay Ridge, youngsters Duran, 
Lyla, and Lelan Pepic said they spent the 
morning sliding down slopes in Owl’s 
Head Park with dad Al, and planned 
to return to the meadow later on with 
their black lab, Breezy, before fi nishing 
the day with some hot chocolate.

The Blizzard Bureau of course kept a 
close eye on the sky after fi ling its win-
ter-weather report before press time on 
Wednesday, watching as the storm con-
tinued its onslaught, which Weather 
Channel meteorologists said would go 
on for hours before the nor’easter pe-
terd out on Thursday.

BACK AT IT: Shopkeeper Mohammed Uddin shoveled white stuff off the sidewalk outside 
Fifth Avenue’s Gourmet Deli in Sunset Park on Wednesday — the second day of spring — 
as the borough was yet again blanketed in powder during the fourth nor’easter to blow 
through the East Coast this month. Community News Group / Colin Mixson

SNOW DAY: Annabelle Floyd plays in front of 
her home. Photo by Steve Solomonson

For cold times’ sake 
Winter storm freezes borough in its 
tracks on the second day of spring
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B Q B4, B36, B49 
buses

Offi ces are easily accessible by:

municipal parking lot available.

Injured in an Accident?

A Holistic, Non-Drug Approach to Women
Hormone-Related Health Problems

BALANCING HORMONES
NATURALLY

BALANCING HORMONES
NATURALLY

PMS or menopause are really not mysterious when you understand the role your 
hormones play in the process.

Unfortunately, the cause of hormone imbalance must be identifi ed to permanently 
eliminate this condition. 

Treating hormonal imbalances  using natural, non-drug methods has helped millions 
of women get the relief they wanted.

PMS, Menopause and other related conditions are caused by a hormone imbalance. 
Discovering what can be done to correct this hormonal imbalance and how to 
eliminate these problems is the essential information program for all women. 

Most Insurance plans accepted.

DR. VINCENT ADAMO | LIVE HOLISTIC

YOU’VE BUILT YOUR BUSINESS IN NYC, AND NOW NYC WANTS TO INVEST IN YOU.
The Mayor’s Offi ce of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (M/WBE) provides minority and 
women entrepreneurs with opportunities to more easily do business with the City. Get M/WBE certifi ed and 
get your business access to low-interest loans, one-on-one assistance, corporate mentorships, and more.

GET YOUR BUSINESS NYC M/WBE CERTIFIED TODAY!

DISCOVER NEW

YOUR BUSINESS
MARKETS TO GROW

Visit nyc.gov/mwbe

ADRIENNE NICOLE
CEO & Executive Producer

Adrienne Nicole Productions
M/WBE Certified 2011
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Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

BY COLIN MIXSON
These kids are saving the environment 
— on their lunch break!

A handful of industrious third grad-
ers rigged a rain-collection barrel to the 
gutter system of their Park Slope school 
on March 15, which will collect 28,000 
gallons of reusable H20 a year. And they 
did it all during lunch, according to one 
water-conservation expert.

“They eat while they learn,” said 
Elizabeth Rosenberger, the execu-
tive director of environmental-advo-
cacy group Barrels by the Bay, which 
teaches stainability practices to kids. 
“They’re very dedicated.”

The organization partnered with 
the pint-sized scholars at Poly Prep 
Lower School on Prospect Park West 

— who christened themselves the Ecol-
ogy Action Team — to construct the 
low-tech-but-effective retention system, 
which will collect rainwater that would 
otherwise drag nasty oils and other 
muck off the street and into the city’s 
sewer system, and use it to hydrate a 
nearby garden instead, according to 
Rosenberger.  

“It’s essentially preventing polluted 
runoff from fl owing into the river and 
ocean,” she said. 

The dedicated members of the Ecol-
ogy Action Team did all the work them-
selves, meeting during lunch periods to 
learn about, decorate, and then install 
the 55-gallon rain barrel, which will 
collect enough wet stuff annually to 
shave roughly $146 off the school’s wa-
ter bills, according to current rates. 

But the project’s real value is in 
teaching kids the potential of retention 
drums, which can collect rain that can 
be used for such everyday tasks as wa-
tering plants and washing cars, accord-
ing to Rosenberger, who said she hopes 
the youngsters will share their new-
found knowledge with their folks and 
other local residents.

“It’s important for us to fi nd an en-
gaging and inspiring way for these 
students to take this message back to 
their communities,” Rosenberger said. 
“Once we increase the number of rain 
barrels and the amount of water than 
can be conserved, we can make a real 
impact.”

Doing good by the gallon

BARREL OF KNOWLEDGE: (Left) Third-grad-
ers with Poly Prep Lower School’s Ecology 
Action Team rigged a water-retention barrel 
to their school’s gutter system, which can be 
expected to conserve some 28,000 gallons 
of water per year. (Above) Gregory Povetko 
and his classmates attach the barrel. 
 Photos by Jason Speakman

Kid environmentalists skip lunch to install water-conservation barrel

■
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EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective February 28, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance 
of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature 
withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective 
February 28, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money 
Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances 
between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and 
$99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive 
the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to 
receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is 
not required for IRA accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Maximum
Money Markety

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY2

13-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.00%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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BY COLIN MIXSON
His nightmare is over.

A local National Rifl e Asso-
ciation chapter let the owner of 
Park Slope’s Grand Prospect 
Hall off the hook for hosting 
a controversial fund-raiser 
in the face of overwhelming 
backlash against the business-
man.

The man made famous by 
his televised promise to “make 
your dreams come true” an-
nounced the fi rearm afi cio-
nados voided their contract 
for the event hours after  he 
confi rmed he would welcome 
their April bash , an invitation 
that led irate locals and politi-
cians to promise demonstra-
tions against the venue.      

“The people in charge were 
understanding of my plight — 
my diffi culty,” said Michael 

“Mr. H” Halkias, who with his 
wife has owned the hall at 263 
Prospect Ave. for 37 years. “I 
had to make a very serious de-
cision, so I’m relieved by their 
response to the contractual 
agreement I had with them.”

Halkias —  who books his 
gilded venue for events beyond 
traditional weddings and par-
ties in order to pay the rising 
property taxes on it  — agreed 
to host the April 12 fund-raiser 
for The Brooklyn Friends of 
the National Rifl e Association 
after gun-control activists ran 
the group out of Coney Island, 
where a plan to host the bash 
at iconic Italian eatery Gargi-
ulo’s fell apart when that res-
taurant’s owners  backed out of 
their deal  in the face of public 
resistance.

And the hall owner origi-

nally told this newspaper on 
Monday that breaking his 
commitment to the pistol 
packers for anything short of 
a court order would be cow-
ardly.

“I’ll be a bad guy — a 
scared, yellow guy who chick-
ened out,” Halkias said.

But after eliciting a simi-
lar response from pols includ-
ing Borough President Adams 
along with Park Slope’s Coun-

cilman Brad Lander and As-
semblyman Robert Carroll, 
who that same day assured 
they were “prepared to pro-
test if the NRA comes into our 
community,” Halkias recog-
nized the democratic forces at 
work and within hours recon-
sidered his decision in light of 
the people’s reactions, he said.

“Democracy works very 
well in the sense that the ma-
jority wins over the minor-

ity,” he said. “I never told 
you I’m insane, or that I lack 
fl exibility or fairness. If 
you prove to me that you’re 
right, I’m going to fl ex.”
Halkias, who lives in Bay 
Ridge and has owned fi rearms, 
said he fi rst agreed to welcome 
the local gun lovers because 
he wanted to help them out af-
ter they were booted from Co-
ney Island.

NRA haters 
take a shot

NOT PULLING THE TRIGGER: Grand Prospect Hall owner Michael Halkias will not host an NRA fund-raiser at his 
19th-century ballroom after a ferocious backlash from locals and politicians. CNG / Colin Mixson

P’Slope’s Grand Prospect Hall 
nixes fund-raiser after backlash

Continued on page 27
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Who says cycling is a low-impact sport? 
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LATE

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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MAX

fi nancial aid — at the 
Metropolitan Learning 
Institute in Sunset Park, 
and wants to study to be-
come an X-ray techni-
cian. Sano is two months 
into his three-month 
English program, which 
he juggles with working 
six days a week as the 
chef at an Arab bakery 
on Fifth Avenue — a job 
he’s grown to love.

“Right now, I’m be-
ginning to love my job, 

because I’m liking what 
I’m doing,” he said, add-
ing that he hopes to start 
management classes 
soon and one day work 
for the U.S. government 
again.

The family enjoys 
their new neighbor-
hood, but are now hop-
ing to get Alani’s fam-
ily to come to the U.S., 
because their new life 
feels incomplete without 
them.

“This is the only 
thing that we miss, actu-
ally — our family,” said 
Sano.

Continued from page 2 

REFUGEES

popularity in Mill Ba-
sin and the surrounding 
nabes, and said he often 
plays at Lindower Park.

“For people from Ma-
rine Park, Mill Basin, 
Sheepshead Bay, it’s one 
of the top parks,” he said. 
“In the summer you see 
guys playing from 6 am 
until night.”

Veksler is consider-
ing attending St. Ed-

mund Preparatory High 
School in Sheepshead 
Bay next year, and 
dreams of playing col-
lege ball. In the mean-
time, his success in-
spires the other kids at 
Bay Academy, accord-
ing to his coach. 

“It amped them up a 
little bit more,” said Fi-
nale on when the team 
learned Veksler was a fi -
nalist. “We had hit a lull, 
but this picked up their 
games again.”

ALL STAR

ing armed police offi cers 
to schools is undoubt-
edly the direction we 
must now go,” said John 
Quaglione. “He intends 
to get the present legisla-
tion for design-build for 
the BQE enacted into law 
this year, and we would 
expect the seriousness 
of the issue to garner the 
support of the Assembly 
and the governor.”

There are already 
Police Department–
employed school-safety 
agents stationed at all 
public schools in Brook-
lyn and the outer bor-
oughs, but those offi cers 
are not armed, accord-

ing to a police spokes-
man and a rep for the De-
partment of Education.

Earlier this month, 
Cuomo expressed his 
support for allowing 
design-build in the city-
led expressway repair, 
 calling it “essential” to 
the job  after releasing 
his two budget drafts 
that did not include au-
thorization for the pro-
cess.   

And now, state legis-
lators will begin nego-
tiations — some behind 
closed doors — until both 
houses and the governor 
agree on a fi nal budget, 
which Cuomo must sign 
by April 1.

Felder did not re-
spond to a request for 
comment by press time.

BQE

“For me it’s not ‘the 
NRA,’ it’s a bunch of nice 
people from Bay Ridge 
and Bensonhurst who 
were screwed for no real 
reason,” he said.

But the business-
man later acknowledged 

that the concerns of his 
neighbors — who also 
promised rallies outside 
Grand Prospect Hall if 
the venue went through 
with the fund-raiser — 
mattered more than his 
bottom line.

“In Park Slope they 
feel a certain way, and 
it’s fair for them to win,” 
he said.

Continued from page 20 

NRA

Continued from page 6 

Continued from page 14 
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish date: 

3/23/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!
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$7,995$7,995$7,900$6,995$6,995$4,995

$11,975$11,888$11,588$10,995$10,995$10,888

$14,995$14,995$14,888$14,888$14,888$14,588 BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

‘16 DODGE CHARGER  ‘17 HONDA ACCORD  

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD EXPLORER'16 HONDA CIVIC EX

29k miles, Stk#2920829k miles, Stk#29208

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA  ILX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA'15 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

39,600 miles, Stk 35990
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 HONDA PILOT

Stk#34486, 125k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY MALIBU

36k miles, Stk#8357

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

39k miles, Stk#31564108k miles, Stk#31719

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish 

date: 3/23/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.
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$23,588

$13,588

$9,988$9,800$9,488$9,200$8,888$8,500

$12,888$12,888$12,888$12,888$11,995

$22,995$22,900$19,888$17,500$15,950 BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
BUY 
FOR:

‘16 NISSAN FRONTIER

15k miles Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
BUY 
FOR:

'14 INFINITI Q50

44k miles, Stk#34514
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
BUY 
FOR:

13,154 miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#32110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV

37k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

23,114 miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
BUY 
FOR:

‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 NISSAN VERSA

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#32469
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYBRID

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Put your hands together and wel-
come Neely Doshi-Cather as the new-
est board member at the Brooklyn 

Bridge Park Conservancy.

Neely was elected at the board’s 
March 14 meeting.

“As a longtime supporter of the 
Conservancy, and an advocate for chil-
dren’s education, she understands and 
embraces our mission wholeheart-
edly,” said Mark Baker, chairman 
of the board. “We’re delighted to wel-
come her to the board.”

Neely Doshi-Cather has lived in 
the borough for the past 17 years and 

is currently a di-
rector at Doshi 

Capital Part-

ners, overseeing 
the management 
of her family’s in-
vestment and real 
estate portfolio. 

She has been 
secretary of the 
board of the 
Brooklyn Heights 

Montessori School for six years, 
while also chairing the board’s build-
ings and ground committee. 

Past careers include advertising 
and management consulting. An ac-
tive community member, Neely fo-
cuses her efforts on the environment, 
children’s health, and education. 

“I am committed to the growth of 
this magnifi cent world-class water-
front park, fascinated by the private 
and public partnerships and truly 
honored to join the company of those 
who have paved the path before us,” 
she said.

Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy 
[334 Furman St. at Joralemon Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 802–0603].

FORT GREENE

Hail to the new chief
The Brooklyn Hospital Center 

has announced that Dr. Madhavi 

Reddy has been 
appointed chief 
of the Division 
of Gastroenterol-
ogy and Hepatol-
ogy. She will also 
continue as the 
fellowship pro-
gram director 
for the Division 
of Gastroenterol-

ogy. Under Dr. Reddy’s leadership as 
the Fellowship Program Director, the 
division produced 45 peer-reviewed 
publications and presented 90 ab-
stracts at national and international 
meetings.  

Dr. Reddy received her medical de-

gree from Kasturba Medical College in 
Manipal, India. She completed her in-
ternal medicine residency at New York 
Methodist Hospital in 2000, and her 
gastroenterology fellowship training 
at The Brooklyn Hospital in 2003. She 
stepped into the role of Interim Chief 
of Gastroenterology and Hepatology in 
2017. One of her biggest passions is pro-
motion of colon cancer screening and 
awareness. 

Dr. Reddy is a Fellow of the Amer-

ican College of Gastroenterology 

and an active member of the Ameri-

can Gastroenterological Associa-

tion, the American Society of Gas-

trointestinal Endoscopy, the New 

York Society for Gastrointestinal 

Endoscopy and the American Asso-

ciation for the Study of Liver Dis-

eases.

Dr. James Gasperino, chairman 
of the Department of Medicine, vice 
president for Critical Care, and associ-
ate chief medical offi cer at the hospital 
said, “We are delighted to welcome Dr. 
Reddy to her new role as chief of the 
Division of Gastroenterology and He-
patology.”

The Brooklyn Hospital Center [121 
Dekalb Ave. at St. Felix Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 250–8000].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BENSONHURST

Welcome to the borough’s new, 
one and only, full-service spine cen-
ter to offer an advanced, minimally 
invasive, image-guided spine sur-
gery.

Kenneth Gibbs, president and 
chief executive offi cer at Maimo-

nides Medical Center, along with 
Dr. Patrick Borgen, chairperson 
of surgery, and Dr. Jack Choueka, 
chairperson of orthopedics, snipped 
the ribbon and opened the new cen-
ter located at 6010 Bay Pkwy.  

“Our new spine center brings the 
highest level of expertise to the com-
munities we serve,” said Gibbs. 

Dr. Borgen explained, “The Mai-
monides Spine Center offers ad-
vanced, minimally invasive, im-
age-guided spine surgery — with 
an unprecedented precision that 
speeds recovery time, minimizes 
scarring, and reduces the need for 
medication after surgery.”

“Our spine center brings together 
the fi nest in both neurosurgical and 
orthopedic expertise,” added Dr. 
Choueka. “And our facility provides 
all of the most advanced imaging 
and diagnostic equipment — all un-
der one roof in a stunning setting.”

Specialists at the Maimonides 
Spine Center always consider both 
surgical and nonsurgical options 
to determine the least invasive and 
most appropriate treatment for your 
needs.

“Our team offers the latest neu-
rosurgical spine treatment op-
tions,” added Dr. John Houten, di-
rector of spinal neurosurgery and 
neurotrauma.  

“Our comprehensive spine cen-
ter signifi cantly enhances the de-
livery of spine care in Brooklyn,” 
agreed Dr. Ahmed Saleh, orthope-
dic spine surgeon.

Maimonides Spine Center [6010 
Bay Pkwy. at 60th Street in Benson-
hurst, (718) 283–7400].

Welcome to newest board member

First full-service spine center opens

CLINTON HILL

Master of music
Let’s put out the mat for Dr. Don-

ald Boomgaarden, the new president 
at St. Joseph College in New York.

Dr. Boomgaarden was installed as 
the eighth president of St. Joseph Col-
lege, which was founded 101 years ago 
by the Sisters of St. Joseph. 

He is a musicologist and concert 
pianist, with many years of experi-
ence as an administrator in Catholic 
colleges. He was educated by the Jesu-
its and embodies a genuine love of the 
arts, and a love of learning. 

Prior to joining St. Joseph’s, Dr. 
Boomgaarden served at the University 
of Scranton, and before that was dean 
of the college of music and fi ne arts 
at Loyola University in New Orleans. 
He received his bachelor of arts from 
Texas State University and his mas-
ters and PhD from the Eastman School 
of Music at the University of Roches-
ter.

He is also a performing artist, both 
as a pianist and a country fi ddler.

Dr. Boomgaarden will be perform-
ing a program of Chopin at the college 
on May 1.

St. Jospeh’s College New York [245 
Clinton Ave. at DeKalb Avenue in Clin-
ton Hill, (718) 940–5800].

BOROUGH WIDE

He’s a survivor
Cheers to Ryan Reyes, a 2015 

Champion Ambassador at the 
Maria Fareri Children’s Hos-

pital. Ryan is the 2015 champion 
who was treated at the healing 
institution for non-Hodgkin lym-
phoma.

The 18 year old joined other 
champions at the Maria Fareri 
Children’s Hospital in Valhalla, 
N.Y., on March 5 to help kick off 
its fund-raising initiative. 

The event served to shine a 
light on the importance of chil-
dren’s hospitals and donations 
that provide children with the 
best care.

“The Children’s Miracle 

Network Hospitals Champions 
program has allowed our hospital 
to honor the courage of our pedi-
atric patients in the face of sig-
nifi cant medical challenges,” said 
Dr. Michael H. Gewitz, pediat-
ric cardiologist the hospital. “We 
are proud to share our champi-
ons’ success stories during Chil-
drens Hospitals Week and be a 
part of their continued health.”

SNIP, SNIP!: From left, Dr. Jack Choueka, chairperson of Orthopedics; Dr. Shmed 
Saleh, orthopedic surgeon; Dr. John Houten, director of spinal neurosurgery and neu-
rotrauma; Kenneth Gibbs, chief executive offi cer and president of Maimonides; Declan 
Doyle, senior vice-president of operations and clinical progreams; and Dr. Patrick Bor-
gen, chairperson of surgery, open the new center.  E.R. Kaynas
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY
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LETTERS

To the editor,
Regarding the recent pedestrian 

deaths in Park Slope, Paul Steely 
White of Transportation Alterna-
tives ought to be ashamed of himself 
for using this tragedy to further his 
agenda of installing protected bike 
lanes. Now he wants them on Ninth 
Street. Two lanes of traffic were al-
ready eliminated to install bike 
lanes. Making them protected would 
have not prevented this tragedy. 

The Department of Transporta-
tion should be ashamed for caving 
into his demands. The driver mowed 
down pedestrians after coming to a 
complete stop due to a claimed med-
ical condition. The media is also 
wrong by referring to any intersec-
tion as “dangerous” and calling for 
a roadway redesign every time there 
is a pedestrian fatality regardless of 
the cause.

The real problem is the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles who automat-
ically renews drivers’ licenses upon 
expiration with an eye test being the 
only requirement. Doctors are also 
not required to report to DMV those 
who they deem are unfit to drive. 
Charges should be brought against 
the driver unless she truly had a 
medical condition that could not have 
been predicted. Previous camera vio-
lations are irrelevant since it offers 
no proof regarding who was driving 
the vehicle.

DeBlasio’s proposal to increase 
the number of cameras and penal-
ties for repeat offenders will do little 
to prevent future tragedies since the 
vehicle owner would be punished for 
camera violations, when in fact an-
other member of the household could 
have been driving; it’s legality is also 
questionable. It is just another way of 
raising revenue disguised as a safety 
measure.

Where is the study which shows 
the traffic and air pollution impacts 
of the proposed DOT changes? A pro-
tected bicycle lane will cause all traf-
fic to come to a halt every time a car 
needs to park or pull out of a park-
ing space. Isn’t our bus service slow 
enough? If DOT is so concerned about 
safety as they claim, why does it take 
them three years to renew totally 
worn out pavement markings and 

replace defective lights along high-
ways? Allan Rosen

Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
Re: “Tragedy in Slope, Driver not 

charged after hitting and killing two 
kids in ghastly Park Slope collision,” 
While the driver [Dorothy Bruns] is 
not being charged but has suffered 
seizures, I believe she and other driv-
ers who suffer from conditions like 
[Ms. Bruns] should surrender their 
licenses and avoid or at least allevi-
ate the possibility of future accidents 
from happening. The state Legisla-
ture should enact legislation that 
anyone who operates a motor vehicle 
should be required to take a neuro-
logical examination every two years 
to check if they have Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, stroke epilepsy, sleep apnea or 
any other condition that might en-
danger pedestrians. In Trinidad, for 
example, citizens have to surrender 
their licenses at 60 ytears of age re-
gardless of whether they are physi-
cally and mentally capable. While I 
personally do not believe America 
should be that harsh, pedestrian 
safety must take top priority.

I am not unaware that many truck 
drivers are hassled by their supervi-
sors to exceed the speed limit, but 
that problem should be addressed by 
Teamsters union delegates that they 
are endangering their members as 
well as the public safety. In addition, 
many Teamsters suffer from sleep 
apnea. [For people who have] certain 
positions like truck drivers, cab driv-
ers motormen, etc. a physical exam 
will determine certain conditions 
that may or may not be corrected, but 
pedestrian safety must come first.

Elliott Abosh
Brighton Beach

To the editor,
Looks like our two feckless New 

York leaders, Gov. Cuomo and Mayor 
DeBlasio, Tweedle Dumb and Twee-
dle Dumber, are at each other’s 
throats once again. This time, point-
ing fingers at the crumbling facilities 
of the New York City Housing Au-
thority.

It is well known that the NYCHA 
projects, with the best intentions, 
were set up as cheap warehouses for 
low income and welfare recipients. 
Over the past 50 years, other than 
constructing the buildings, heavy 
maintenance and repairs have gone 
by the wayside. Friends, working in 

the Authority, tell of horror stories in 
each building they work at and reveal 
that the waste of taxpayer’s money in 
manpower and materials across the 
board, abounds.

Maybe our “govern-ayor” — who 
wants to be both Governor and Mayor 
— maybe he should start by disband-
ing NYCHA, razing these disgraceful 
buildings citywide, and constructing 
affordable” housing, and not apart-
ments, throughout the boroughs. 
It has been done in several cities in 
America and has given a new start 
to neighborhoods destroyed by these 
complexes. Robert W. Lobenstein

Marine Park

To the editor,
Save Our Students. No Help, No 

Vote!
Both Democrats and Republicans 

have been unsuccessful in stopping 
school shootings because they refuse 
to negotiate — and the hell with our 
kids. How about the hell with you and 
your party?

The Second Amendment, “A well 
regulated Militia, being necessary to 
the security of a free State, the right 
of the people to keep and bear Arms, 
shall not be infringed,” was adapted 
in 1791. It is a derivative of a 1689 Brit-
ish law adapted as a right of the peo-
ple to defend themselves from harm 
and from oppression.

The first American “military” 
was established in 1512 as an armed 
militia to defend against Native 
Americans and European aggres-
sors who came to the “new world.” 
Each colony formed its own militia 
and men, women and children owned 
firearms.

Samuel Adams argued that Con-
gress must not prevent peaceful 
Americans from keeping firearms 
for the defense of the United States. 
However, today’s American civilians 
do not defend the United States from 
their homes; they do so as trained 
members of our military under 
one central command. The Second 
Amendment does not apply today, but 
in an increasingly volatile and law-
less United States, it may apply in the 
future as it did in the past.

Anyway, the Second Amendment 
is not the problem. The problem is 
our current political climate, includ-
ing the NRA that is resolute (and 
wrong) in its thinking and misinter-
prets the Second Amendment for self-
serving purposes.

I am against total gun control, but 
not against common-sense gun con-

trol as supported by the facts on the 
ground. I believe that the citizenry 
should be allowed to own firearms, 
but not for purposes of defense, but 
for purposes of hunting, target prac-
tice and gun enthusiasm.

Having made that controversial 
statement, let me immediately state 
that firearms owners must be ma-
ture, sane and qualified to own and 
fire a weapon – not only by hitting 
a target at a range, but also by com-
pleting a two-week bivouac course, 
complete with “enemies” and blank 
ammunition — knowing very well 
that “blank ammunition” can wound 
(possibly kill) at a short distance. A 
firearms owner subjected only to tar-
get practice is not properly trained.

There have been too many inci-
dences where improperly trained 
firearms owners accidentally or 
wrongly killed (George Zimmerman 
killed Trayvon Martin), or left their 
weapon unsecured (Adam Lanza’s 
mother, Nancy) which resulted in 
death (mentally ill Adam killed 28 — 
including school children, staff, his 
mother and himself).

Proper procedure for owning a 
firearm is to keep the firearm se-
cure in one place and the rounds se-
cure in another place, which makes 
the idea of protection moot since to 
protect one’s family, one would need 
to have the firearm “locked-and-
loaded” and at the ready. Generally, 
the normal citizenry will not defend 
itself against common criminals, Is-
lamic terrorists and armed mentally 
ill individuals, with a firearm. We 
must vote irresponsible lawmakers 
out of office and hope that the respon-
sible ones (if there is such an animal) 
will protect us both legislatively and 
physically.

(1) There must be an age limit of 
25 (the year we mature, according 
to British research) in order to pur-
chase firearms and (2) individuals 
on a National Mentally Ill Registry, 
must not be allowed to purchase, own 
and discharge firearms.

I am a member of the NRA, but I 
may not renew my membership, un-
less the NRA reaches a level of ma-
turity consistent with the reality on 
the ground. As far as politicians are 
concerned…I discounted them more 
than a half century ago when I real-
ized that the goal of many is to con-
tinue loitering on the public dole. As 
Mark Twain said “Politicians are 
like diapers; they must be changed 
often…and for the same reason.”

Elio Valenti
Brooklyn
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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Tickets can be purchased for $100 at EventBrite or by calling Jennifer Stern 718-260-8302

Honorees
Honor her

with your congratulatory 
message in the special section 

of our newspapers
on Friday, May 25th

Join us at the gala
on May 31st

Celebrate
Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction

2018

S. J. Avery
Harriet Blank
Jewel Brown
Eladia Causil-Rodriquez
Lucina Clarke
Michelle Gall
Leslie Green
Linda Halsey
Mitzie Holstein
Cassandra Jones-Brennan
April Leong
Inna Lukyanenko

Kim Maier
Anna Malkina-Shumaeva
Katarina Martinez
Elana Martins
Deidre Olivera
Gabrielle Puglia
Lisette Sosa-Dickson
Rolanda Telesford
Monique Waterman
L. Joy Williams
Teresa C. Younger
Partial List

I always thought if I 
lost a child, I wouldn’t 
be able to stop 

screaming,” Liz Alderman, 
a Westchester mom of three, 
told journalist Mark Miller. 
But then one of her children, 
Peter, age 25, was killed in the  
9-11 terror attacks — he was 
on the 106th floor of the North 
Tower — and she found out 
what really happens.

At least to her.
“The reality is, you can’t 

keep screaming — your throat 
closes up; you give yourself 
a headache. You have two 
choices — either you kill your-
self literally or figuratively, by 
crawling into bed and never 
getting out, or you put one foot 
in front of the other.”

Keep doing that and you 
can end up someplace com-
pletely new. And meaningful.

It is this surprising jour-
ney that Miller illuminates 
in his new book, “Jolt: Stories 
of Trauma and Transforma-
tion.” Time and again he finds 
people who suffered not Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder — 
but its sort of good-witch twin: 
Post Traumatic Growth, or 
“PTG.”

PTG is not a Pollyanna-ish 
way of looking at misery. Peo-

ple who grow in new and im-
portant ways after trauma suf-
fer, too. It’s not that the pain 
gets replaced by meaning. It’s 
that along with the pain there 
is meaning, often great mean-
ing, and some comfort in it.

For Alderman and her hus-
band, Steve, it was stumbling 
toward a way to make Peter’s 
life, and death, have a posi-
tive impact on the world, the 
way Peter had. Eventually 
the couple co-founded the Pe-
ter C. Alderman Foundation, 
which provides short-term 

therapy to others impacted by 
trauma, even halfway around 
the world, in Africa, Cambo-
dia, and Haiti. People who 
have lived through war, natu-
ral disasters, and sometimes 
the murder of their families in 
front of their eyes get the help 
they need to get back to func-
tioning.

Returning to “normal life” 
after a trauma is what we deem 
resilience. But Miller’s book is 
about something else: coming 
back from trauma with such 
an expanded sense of empathy 
and purpose that simply going 
to back to everyday existence 
is not enough. 

What happens is this: “We 
walk around with a self-con-
structed sense of our world,” 
Miller writes. This includes 
who we are, what matters to 
us, and how we expect to spend 
our time. But when a trauma 
hits, it can “blow these self-
constructed world views to 
pieces.” Priorities get ques-
tioned. For instance, one man 
Miller interviewed, New York 
Times writer Andrew Revkin, 
suffered a  stroke that tem-
porarily paralyzed his right 
hand. When he got better, his 
old hobby — making music — 
didn’t seem like it could wait 

anymore. After all, the abil-
ity to play guitar and mando-
lin had just almost been taken 
from him. So since his stroke, 
he has released an album and 
now plays gigs around the city.

The mother of child mur-
dered by a serial killer found 
an even less predictable pur-
pose. A self-described “coun-
try bumpkin with a high-
school education,” Marietta 
Jaeger has devoted much of 
her life since the crime to fight-
ing for an end to the death pen-
alty. This drive was born after 
she had a revelation of faith to 
forgive the killer.

Clearly, no one can tell 
where trauma may lead. But 
the idea that it could lead some-
place good is not a new one. In 
religion, the path from pain to 
enlightenment is a common 
one.  In mythology, it is called 
“the hero’s journey, in which 
heroes achieve great good as 
a result of great suffering,” 
Miller writes. You can see this 
journey again and again in 
the Bible, and on the screen. 
“These heroic struggles reso-
nate deeply in American cul-
ture,” writes Miller, “espe-
cially when there is a happy 
ending (think Star Wars!).”

So why do we associate post-

traumatic existence only with 
disorder and never-ending 
pain? My guess is it’s because 
as much as we love the hero’s 
journey, we have been taught 
a much grimmer narrative 
about real-life trauma: That 
no one ever recovers. Even to 
suggest that they might is con-
sidered insensitive.

That’s why Miller takes 
pains to explain that not every-
one “grows” or should be ex-
pected to. He is very sensitive 
to ongoing sorrow, and doesn’t 
want to exacerbate anyone’s 
misery by suggesting that the 
“best” trauma victims march 
forth with a new purpose. No 
one says trauma victims must 
grow. And no one knows who 
will and who won’t.

All we know is that trauma 
is part of the human condition. 
No one gets through life with-
out something (or, sigh, many 
things) shaking them to the 
core and forcing a reckoning. 
The potential for growth has 
been “hiding in plain sight,” 
says Miller. It’s time for hope 
to come out of the shadows. 

Lenore Skenazy is presi-
dent of Let Grow, founder of 
Free-Range Kids and author 
of “Has the World Gone Ske-
nazy?”

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 23–29, 2018 35  B GM BR

TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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By Julianne McShane

Here, the battle of the sexes is a fight 
to the death! 

A Sunset Park theater company 
will launch its multi-year adaptation of the 
Arabian classic “One Thousand and One 
Nights” with a tale focusing on sex, jeal-
ousy, and betrayal. The director of “Pay No 
Attention to the Girl,” opening on April 2 
at the company’s new theater space, culled 
the show from portions of the centuries-old 
text that focus on the dynamics of gender 
and power. The tome lends itself to this 
portrayal because its protagonist is fighting 
for her life, he said. 

“We’ve chosen a set of stories that are 
essentially about competing narratives 
about the sexes,” said David Herskovits, 
who founded Target Margin Theater in 
1991. “The question of who gets to tell 

the story, who’s listening to the story, who 
has the power, how that gets told — that 
is a deeply woven into the entire ‘One 
Thousand and One Nights,’ partly because 
of the frame story — it’s a story about a 
woman who is talking to save her life every 
single night.” 

In that frame story, a bitter sultan mar-
ries a different woman every night, and 
murders her each morning so that none of 
them will ever have a chance to cheat on 
him. But one clever woman, Scheherazade, 
tells the sultan a new story each evening, 
ending each on a cliff-hanger that keeps 
him coming back for more. One set of her 
stories, titled “The Craft and Malice of 
Women,” about a prince and a concubine 
who dispute the details of their sexual 
liaison — formed the basis of the Target 
Margin show, with the cast developing the 

dialogue throughout the rehearsal process, 
Herskovits said. 

The show was chosen before the 2016 
election and before the #MeToo moment of 
reckoning for sexual harassers, but those 
events have given the show an even greater 
significance and urgency, Herskovits said. 

“It all was set in motion before #MeToo, 
before Donald Trump became president, 
and before Islamophobia kind of went even 
further,” he said. “We were already rolling 
down the hill, and things went further and 
faster.”

This is the first production in the compa-
ny’s new home, a former industrial garage 
called the Doxsee Theater. After years of 
shuffling between performance venues in 
Williamsburg, Fort Greene, and the distant 
isle of Manhattan, Herskovits hopes that its 
new space, in the diverse nabe of Sunset 

Park, will help the company to settle down 
and to reach a wider audience. 

“The space itself is raw,” he said. “It’ll 
give us the opportunity to amplify the work 
that we make, to increase its engagement 
with and impact on the community around 
us by giving us a sort of anchor venue, a sort 
of identity.”

The show is the first in a series examin-
ing “One Thousand and One Nights.” The 
company plans to stage four different inter-
pretations of “Sinbad the Sailor” in May, 
and hopes to dive into some of its other 
stories in another production next year, said 
Herskovits.

“Pay No Attention to the Girl” at the 
Doxsee Theater (232 52nd St. between 
Second and Third avenues in Sunset Park, 
www.targetmargin.org). April 2, 4–7, 
11–14, 18–21 at 7:30 pm. $25.

Women of Arabia take the stage in Sunset Park

Lady-killers

Arabian fights: Three of the actors 
from “Pay No Attention to the Girl,” 
an adaptation of “One Thousand 
and One Nights” rehearse for the 
show’s opening at the Doxsee 
Theater in Sunset Park on April 2. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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By James Harney

She’s got a saucy love story!
Just like the narrator of 

her new novel “Bagels & 
Salsa,” author Lara Reznik left 
Long Island to attend college in 
New Mexico in the 1970s, and 
wound up finding the man of 
her dreams. Both character and 
writer married a Hispanic man 
from the “Land of Enchantment,” 
but that is where the similarities 
end, said the author, who now 
lives in Texas.

“I write about my life, about 
what I know,” said Reznik, who is 
also the author of “The Girl from 
Long Guyland” and “The M&M 
Boys.” “The actual story is not 
really autobiographical, but the 
people in it are based on people in 
my life, so let’s say it’s 50 percent 
autobiographical.”

“Bagels & Salsa,” a finalist in 
the Texas Writers League 2017 
fiction contest, is the unpredict-
ably quirky tale of the love story 
between Jewish Long Island soci-
ologist Laila Levin and Latino 
surgeon Eduardo Quintana, who 
could not be more different. It 

begins with a backdrop of New 
York City in 1977, when the mur-
derous “Son of Sam” stalked 
the streets of the city preying 
on young women, and winds 
through a variety of subplots, 
from an unlikely beginning on 
an auditorium stage in a Bronx 
public high school, through a tor-
rid buildup in Manhattan, and 
a visit to Quintara’s hometown, 

which is the complete opposite of 
New York — the small town of 
Espanola, New Mexico.

Along the way, numerous new 
characters — a stuttering stalker; 
a cocaine-addicted ex-girlfriend; 
meddling mothers, sympathetic 
fathers, supportive sisters, horse-
back-riding cousins,  and a loyal 
dog named Brooklyn, to name a 

By Serena Thomas

There can never be too 
many cooks in the kitchen 
at this event!

Dozens of chefs from eateries 
along Fifth Avenue will again 
come together to showcase their 
cuisines at a mouth-watering fes-
tival on April 10.

And this years Taste of Fifth, 
which will transform Park Slope’s 
Grand Prospect Hall into a grub 
hub featuring bites from more 
than 45 restaurants, packs even 
more flavor with the addition 
of several newcomers — one of 
whom said he is thrilled to par-

take in the belly-filling bash.
“I’m so excited to show what 

we can do, and hope everyone 
enjoys it,” said Laurent Chavenet, 
the owner of Parisian-style bak-
ery Le French Tart on Fifth Ave 
near 16th Street.

Chavenet — who said he plans 
to serve up meat-and-cheese 
spreads, quiche, and mini tarts 
at the festival — will join other 
first-time food slingers including 
Caribbean cafe Negril BK and 
so-called Italian-fusion eatery Il 
Sogno Secondo, the sister spot of 
a similar restaurant out on bucolic 

The ‘Taste’ makers

The write stuff: Author Lara Reznik’s new novel “Bagels & Salsa” is a twisty 
romance tale that moves between New York City and small-town New Mexico. 

Schmear and far
‘Bagels and Salsa’ is a bi-cultural love story

Whoopie!: Buttermilk Bakeshop owner Katie Rosenhouse showed off red-velvet 
whoopie pies at a past Taste of Fifth event. The bakery is among the more than 
45 local restaurants participating in this year’s food fest on April 10 at Grand 
Prospect Hall. File photo by Elizabeth Graham

By Adam Lucente

These artists love book cov-
ers!

A slim novel from for-
mer Boerum Hill author Jonathan 
Ames has been adapted into a 
movie starring Joaquin Phoenix, 
a collection of folk songs, a sculp-
ture, a dance, and a drink. The 
film version of the thriller “You 
Were Never Really Here,” about a 
hitman tracking down a kidnapped 
teenager, will open nationwide 
on April 6. For the rest, visit the 
Bushwick Book Club at a Gowanus 
arts space on March 29, where 
Ames, who will read from his book 
at the event, said he is excited to 
discover the many different artistic 
responses to his novella.

“All art tends to be a response 
to life, but also other pieces of art,” 
said Ames, who now lives in Los 
Angeles. “It’s a life-affirming way 
to conduct a book club.”

The Bushwick Book Club 
formed in 2009, and every month 
since it has created musical and 
artistic responses to different 
books, said the group’s founder. 

“We create new pieces in 
response to the book. It’s a little 

‘Nerds Gone Wild,’ ” said singer-
songwriter Susan Hwang.

The Gowanus event will include 
musical numbers by Hwang and 
others, an art exhibit, and a dance 
performance based on the hitman 
novel. There will also be food and 
drinks served based on specific 
lines from the thriller, including 
“The Purist,” which is just seltzer 
water.

One of the musicians perform-
ing on March 29 said that having 

the author present for the show 
helps to form a deeper connection 
with the audience.

“It’s an interesting way to 
engage the readers,” said Jessie 
Kilguss, who plays her songs on a 
glockenspiel. “The fans really like 
it, and it’s a way to bring more to 
the club.”

Over the last nine years, the 
Book Club has tackled all sorts of 
reads, including cookbooks, clas-
sics, and Ames’s 2005 comic novel 
“Wake Up, Sir.” Ames said that he 
is expecting some heavier tunes for 
this session than those played in 
response to his previous book.

“It will almost be like punk 
rock, I think,” he said. 

The songwriters in the Book 
Club said that writing songs based 
on an action-heavy thriller proved 
easy — and that not all the songs 
will be as serious as the book’s 
subject.

“The genre doesn’t necessarily 
dictate the style of music,” said 
Kilguss, who described the song 
she wrote as “dark folk.” “This 
book is pretty dark, but I won’t be 
surprised if we end up with some 
comedy.”

For Hwang, the book’s prose, 
not its genre, inspired her to write 
some tunes played on her accordi-
on and buk — a traditional Korean 
drum.

“I’m focusing on the really 
beautiful images in the book,” she 
said. “His writing is so present. 

Images and even humor find their 
way in there.”

Bushwick Book Club at Mirror 
in the Woods [575 Union St. between 
Nevins Street and Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (917) 909–0577, www.
mirrorinthewoods.com]. March 29 
at 7:30 pm. $15. 

PLAY THE HITS

Fully booked: “You Were Never Really 
Here” has been turned into a movie 
starring Joaquin Phoenix, which opens 
on April 6.  Vintage Books

Book Club sings about contract killer novel

Novel-ty songs: Author Jonathan Ames will read, sign books, and enjoy the 
Bushwick Book Club adaptations of his nvoel “You Were Never Really Here” at 
Mirror in the Woods in Gowanus on March 29.  Daniel Bergeron

Continued on page 47 Continued on page 47
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EASTER DININGEASTER DINING

$4495
Per person

Plus tax & gratuity

ADULTS CHILDREN’S MENU 
$2100

Soup or Fruit Plate, Chicken Parmigiana 
or Chicken Nuggets & Fries

Ice Cream, Sherbet or Chocolate Mousse

presents

Easter Sunday Dinner
CHOICE OF APPETIZER

Garden Salad, Fresh Fruit Plate, Penne Vodka,
Caesar Salad, Stuffed Mushrooms, Lobster Bisque

CHOICE OF ENTREE
Flame Roasted Rack of Lamb With Au Jus and Mint Jelly

Roast Rack Of Pork With Apple Brandy Glaze 

Boneless Shell Steak ($8.00 Extra) Grilled with Herb Butter  

Chicken Francaise Egg Battered, Sautéed with White Wine, Shallots, Lemon, Butter

Broiled Salmon With Citrus Chive Sauce

Shrimp Scampi White Wine, Garlic, Lemon Butter Sauce
(Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetable)

CHOICE OF DESSERT
Cheesecake  Seasonal Fresh Fruit  Apple Strudel  Tiramisu

Ice Cream or Sherbet  Chocolate Mousse  COFFEE or TEA

Serving Corned Beef & Cabbage . Live music

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

FO

UNDED OVER80
 YEARSYEARS

$29.75*$19.75 $24.75*

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

New Corner Restaurant

  Is Now Considered A Landmark

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

We will be 
serving a special
pre fi xed menu
Now accepting

reservations

We are now accepting 
reservations

Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu 
$2995 pp

Music: Thurs. - Sun.
1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Easter
at

     Specializing in homemade
     pasta & grandma-style pizza

We Are Now Taking Reservations For Easter Sunday

717 86th Street, Brooklyn NY, 11228
718-836-9444 • www.annabellespastaria.com

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram
L U N C H  •  D I N N E R  •  L O C A L  D E L I V E R Y

Private Parties and Catering Available • We Are Open 7 Days

PASTARIA



COURIER LIFE, MARCH 23-29, 201844    24-7

By Winnie McCroy

It’s a bear of a story to deal with.
A chilly, snowy spring is 

the ideal backdrop for William 
Shakespeare’s “The Winter’s Tale,” 
opening this weekend at Fort 
Greene’s Polonsky Shakespeare 
Center. The tragicomedy, written 
late in Shakespeare’s career, follows 
Leontes, a jealous king, who accuses 
his queen, Hermione, of infideli-
ty. Director Arin Arbus brings the 
mammoth five-act play to life, but 
said that, although she has tackled a 
half-dozen of the Bard’s plays before, 
this “problem play” is something 
entirely new. 

“With this play, Shakespeare cre-
ated a new form,” said Arbus. “He’s 
written a three-act tragedy, followed 
by a fourth-act comedy with song and 
dance, and then in the fifth act, there’s 
a miracle; a mythic, spiritual restora-
tion. This was written by a man who 
lost a child 15 years earlier, who felt 
guilty, and I think the play is looking 
at what’s possible after a tragedy or 
great loss.”

While fun to direct, Arbus admit-
ted it was challenging to balance the 
play’s tonal shifts.

“The language does it so effort-
lessly, but in production, you have to 
figure in actors, costumes, lighting 
— all these elements that must sync 
up with the text,” she said.

So she ditched her preconceived 
notions, and worked with set design-
er Riccardo Hernandez to allow the 

play’s language to create the physical 
spaces, including Sicilia, Bohemia, 
and the interior of King Leontes’s 
mind. Crafting an open, abstract set 
for the play created new possibilities 
for the actors, said Arbus.

“If you don’t have to fit the action 
into an Edwardian living room, there’s 
space to make discoveries about 
what’s actually happening,” she said. 

The Polonsky Shakespeare Center 
is uniquely flexible in its design, 
allowing a director to reconfigure 
sets according to their vision. For “A 
Winter’s Tale,” Arbus is using a thrust 
configuration, which brings the audi-

ence in close to the action. 
“The great thing about the space 

is it’s at once intimate and epic,” said 
Arbus. “It’s a tall space, great for clas-
sical plays where you want to be able 
to hear an actor whisper onstage. But 
you also want to get a sense of some-
thing larger than human scale, like 
the Act Five miracle. This is a space 
where you can feel that.” 

Last year, Arbus was honored with 
an Obie Award for her direction of 
“The Skin Of Our Teeth,” also at the 
Polonsky Center. Her residency with 
the theater has given her great free-

By Julianne McShane

Fill up with a hodgepodge of fun 
this weekend in the Ridge!

On Saturday night, parade 
your way to Brooklyn Firefly (7003 
Third Ave. at Ovington Avenue) for 
two hours of New Orleans-inspired 
“street jazz” tunes courtesy of Baby 
Soda Jazz Band. The group blends the 
sounds of Big Easy brass, Dixieland 
jazz, and southern gospel to create a 
sound all its own, and will kick off a 
free show at 8 pm. 

Sunday is St. Patrick’s Day again! 
Watch Bay Ridge’s beloved annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade wend its way 
along the 1.7-mile route down Third 
Avenue, from Marine Avenue to 67th 
Street. The family-friendly event 
starts at 1 pm, and will feature floats, 
20 pipe and drum bands, and march-
ing bands from local high schools. 

After the parade, head to Red, 
White, and Brew (8910 Fifth Ave. 
between 89th and 90th streets) for 

four free hours of covers by Allman 
Brothers tribute band Back to the 
Fillmore. The five-man group will 
play ’70s hits from the Brothers start-
ing at 3:30 pm. 

Then get in touch with your softer 
side at the Bay Ridge Poets Society’s 
free monthly open mic night at the 
Owl’s Head (479 74th St. at between 
Fourth and Fifth Avenue), starting at 
7:30 pm. Poets are welcome to take 
the stage, and so are musicians and 
writers. If you would prefer to keep 
your seat warm, you can sip on one 
of the wine bar’s many international 
pours while taking in the artistry. 

On Wednesday, take a mid-
week break and meet comedian and 
actor Mike Epps at the BookMark 
Shoppe (8415 Third Ave. between 
84th and 85th streets) at 7 pm, where 
he will sign copies of his new book 
“Unsuccessful Thugs.” In the $30 
tome — which is required for entry 
— Epps recounts his crime-filled life 
in the inner city of Indianapolis before 
he abandoned drugs and theft for life 
as a stand-up comedian. Catch him 
before he dashes off to play Richard 
Pryor in an upcoming biopic!

By Alexandra Simon

She’s comic and tragic, 
punk and pop!

Musician Caroline 
Rose will bring her bouncy, 
upbeat tunes about serious 
topics to the stage of Rough 
Trade in Williamsburg on 
April 3. The New York 
City singer describes her 
latest album, “Loner,” as 
both dancey and critical, 
tackling a wide variety of 
social issues with a cheer-
ful disposition.

“It runs the gamut — 
basically there are serious 
issues wrapped in pop for-
mat — whether it’s depres-
sion and isolation, to capi-
talism and misogyny,” she 
said.

Writing this style of 
music is tricky sometimes, 
said Rose, but her priority 
as a songwriter is to give 
listeners something serious 
to absorb while they are 
bopping along.

“I think it’s more a chal-
lenge for me because the 
type of songs I tend to write 
all fall under a more seri-
ous material,” said Rose. “I 
love music that makes me 
dance and think — so it’s a 
challenge for me to write a 
pop song that has substance 
and depth to it.”

Her songs also have 
more than a dash of humor. 
In the video for her song 
“Money” she portrays a 
burglar, an infomercial con 
man, and a maid who all 
“do it for the money,” in a 
song that takes aim at how 
money controls people.

“It’s supposed to be 
tongue-in-cheek, and at the 

same time it’s about power 
and how it shapes our 
lives,” said Rose. “There is 
so much importance placed 
on currency.”

The video for her song 
“Soul No. 5” also undercuts 
her own bombastic claims, 
as she bops around Coney 
Island bragging about her 
Croc shoes and flaunting a 
giant fur coat while riding a 
child’s scooter.

Rose is currently tour-
ing with a three-piece back-
ing band, and she says that 
the live show may surprise 
audiences with their inter-
pretation of songs from the 
new album.

“This is our first head-
lining tour and I’m excited 
to see people show up, 
because it’s going to be 
different than what people 
expect because there are so 
many different elements to 
it,” said Rose.

Rose also has some 
comic antics planned to 
add some extra laughs for 
the upcoming shows. 

“It’s going to be fun for 
me to work out new comedy 
bits that I’ve been working 
on,” she said. “It’s going 
to get loud and it runs the 
gamut of emotions, and I’m 
going to give a combination 
of comedy and absurdist 
humour blended with some 
punk meets pop.”

Caroline Rose at Rough 
Trade [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Wythe and Kent 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111, www.
roughtradenyc.com]. April 
3 at 9 pm. $15 ($12 in 
advance).

It is still St. Paddy’s in the Ridge!

WINTER BREAK

A cold heart: Anatol Yusef plays the imperious King Leontes in Theater for a New Audience’s 
production of “The Winter’s Tale,” which officially opens on March 25.   Carol Rosegg

Dance like a loner: Singer Caroline Rose will perform her entire 
album “Loner,” at Rough Trade in Williamsburg on April 3. 
 CJ Harvey

Rose-colored 
rock tunes

She makes upbeat songs 
about serious subjects

‘Tale’ shakes up Polonsky Center

Continued on page 47
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EASTER DININGEASTER DINING

7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

Open 7 days Lunch + Dinner
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED  VALET PARKING

Happy Easter
We are now accepting reservations 

for Easter Sunday

Sunday, April 1st

Join Us!

Join us for

Easter Dinner
Serving a Traditional Three Course Easter Prix Fixe
($44.95pp -  Kids $15.95 - ala Carte Menu also Available)

Visit www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com 
for more information

Reservations Recommended

il Fornetto Restaurant
2902 Emmons Ave, Sheepshead Bay 

(Btwn Nostrand and E29th Street)

www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

On Premise Valet Parking

Italian Restaurant & Caterer

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT ON THE WEEKENDS

WWW.HUNTERSSTEAKHOUSE.COM

 or 

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE
 … with a rosemary sauce & mint jelly … $41.95

 … baked half chicken with sautéed spinach … $26.95
 … served with herb butter … $43.95

 … grilled 10oz fi let served with red wine mushroom sauce … $45.95
 ... with a herb butter sauce … $34.95
 … with pineapple glaze … $35.95

 … in a pink vodka cream sauce …$29.95

For your convenience a gratuity of 18% will be included when your check is presented

SPECIAL CHILDREN’S MENU
Includes soup, dessert and choice of entreé:

 … $17.95
 … $14.95

 … $15.95

Three Course Prix Fixe 

Easter Menu

APPETIZERS
 … with Spicy Marinara Sauce … $8.95

 ... 3 Jumbo Shrimp served with Tomato Horseradish Sauce … $12.95
 … with Balsamic Vinaigrette … $9.95

 … with Tomato Sauce … $8.95
 … $12.95

9404 4th AVENUE

BAY RIDGE BROOKLYN
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

SAT, MARCH 24
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V CHICAGO 
BLACKHAWKS: $31–
$495. 7 pm.

SUN, MARCH 25
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V CLEVELAND 
CAVALIERS: $105–
$3,000. 1 pm.

MON, MARCH 26
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V FLORIDA 
PANTHERS: $15–$350. 
7 pm.

FRI, MARCH 30
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V TORONTO 
MAPLE LEAFS: $15–
$350. 7 pm.

SUN, APRIL 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V DETROIT PIS-
TONS: $17–$3,000. 6 
pm.

TUE, APRIL 3
SPORTS, NEW YORK IS-

LANDERS V PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: 
$15–$450. 7 pm.

WED, APRIL 4
MUSIC, LORDE: $39–$99. 

8 pm.

THU, APRIL 5
SPORTS, NEW YORK 

ISLANDERS V NEW 
YORK RANGERS: $81–
$750. 7 pm.

SAT, APRIL 7
SPORTS, ULTIMATE 

FIGHTING CHAMPI-
ONS 223: $81–$750. 
6:15 pm.

SUN, APRIL 8
SPORTS, JORDAN 

BRAND CLASSIC: $15–
$35. 2:30 pm.

MON, APRIL 9
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V CHICAGO 
BULLS: $35–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, APRIL 20
COMEDY, MARTIN LAW-

RENCE: $39–$129. 7:30 
pm.

SAT, APRIL 21
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: 
$57–$657. 6 pm.

SAT, APRIL 28
SPORTS, STRAIGHT 

OUTTA BROOKLYN 
BOXING: Daniel Jacobs 
v Maciej Sulecki. $49–
$357. Time tba.

FRI, MAY 11
MUSIC, KYGO: With open-

ing act Blackbear. $45–
$99. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY 

GOOD MUSIC FESTI-
VAL: With Charlie Wil-
son, Kem, Boyz II Men, 
and Joe . $66–$156. 
7 pm.

WED, JUNE 6
MUSIC, DEPECHE MODE: 

$55–$179. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JU NE 8
MUSIC, SOULFRITO 

URBAN LATIN FESTI-
VAL: With Bad Bunny, 
Miky Woodz, Liro Shaq, 
and many more. $76–
$181. 8 pm.

SAT, JUNE 9
MUSIC, 34TH NEW YORK 

SALSA FESTIVAL: With 
Willie Colón, Oscar 
D’León, Rey Ruiz, Andy 
Montañe, and many 
more. $71–$146. 8 pm.

FRI, MARCH 23
ART, DETH P. SUN AND JEN 

TONG OPENING RECEP-
TION: A joint exhibit from 
the two colorful artists. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Grumpy Bert 
(82 Bond Street between 
Atlantic Avenue and State 
Street in Downtown), www.
grumpybert.com. 

DINING, RUM AND REVO-
LUTION: A rum tasting 
and history talk with food 
and drink expert Tonya 
Hopkins. $45. 7 pm. The 
Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

ART, “LE FEMMES FATALES” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
A collection of work from 
badass female artists. 
Free. 7:00 PM. 3RD Ethos 
Gallery [154 Knickerbocker 
Ave. between George and 
Melrose streets in Bush-
wick, (917) 913–7522]. 

DANCE, THE DREAM 
PROJECT: Shakespeare’s 
“A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” is deconstructed 
and reinvented into a mul-
tilingual, aerial dance proj-
ect about the relationship 
between Mexico, United 
States, and Canada. $18. 
7 pm. Gelsey Kirkland 
Arts Center [29 Jay St. 
at Plymouth Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 330–1234], 
gkartscenter.org. 

THEATER, “CURSE OF THE 
STARVING CLASS”: This 
Obie Award-winning play 
examines a rural family 
trapped in a grotesque 
farce of the American 
dream. $28 ($20 students 
and seniors). 7:30 pm. The 
Mark O’Donnell Theater at 
the Actors Fund Arts Cen-
ter (160 Schermerhorn St. 
between Smith and Hoyt 
Streets Downtown). 

DANCE, STREB EXTREME 
ACTION: Acrobats and 
dancers leap, swing, and 
fl y through the air during 
this hour-long show of ex-
treme action. $29 ($25 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Streb 
[51 N. First St. between 
Wythe and Kent Avenues 
in Williamsburg, (718) 384–
6491], streb.org/seaanhro-
faction. 

THEATER, “ASSASSINS”: 
Theater 2020 presents Ste-
phen Sondheim’s musical 
about fi gures who tried to 
take out U.S. Presidents. 
$40 ($30 seniors and stu-
dents). 8 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St. 
between Court and Clin-
ton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489–5200], 
www.sfc.edu. 

THEATER, “PLAZA SUITE”: 
The Gallery Players per-
form Neil Simon’s comedy 
classic about three couples 
who stay in the hotel suite. 
$25 ($20 seniors and stu-
dents). 8 pm. Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352–
3101], www.galleryplay-
ers.com. 

SAT, MARCH 24
FUND-RAISER, CONEY IS-

LAND USA 2018 SPRING 
GALA: A celebration of 
Coney Island’s unique 
charms, with an open bar, 
a mini mermaid parade, 
face painting, burlesque 

performers, and sideshow 
acts. $100–$1,000. 7:30 
pm. Kitchen 21 (3052 W. 
21st St. at the Boardwalk in 
Coney Island), www.coney-
island.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYM-
PHONY CHAMBER CON-
CERT: A special chamber 
concert, followed by a 
reception with wine and 
hors d’oeuvres. $40. 5 pm. 
South Oxford Space [138 
South Oxford St. between 
Hanson Place and Atlantic 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(917) 648–1847], www.
brooklynsymphonyorches-
tra.org. 

MUSIC, SONGWRITER 
DEATHMATCH: Four 
local singer-songwriters 
perform bite-sized sets. 
Free. 6 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddys-
bar.com. 

MUSIC, NEVERMIND OR-
CHESTRA: A brass band 
that plays Nirvana tunes. 
Followed by the L Train 
Brass Band. Free. 10:30 
pm. Pine Box Rock Shop 
[12 Grattan St. between 
Bogart Street and Morgan 
Avenue in Bushwick, (718) 
366–6311], www.pine-
boxrockshop.com. 

EASTER BUNNY HOP: Watch 
the Disney fi lm “Bambi,” 
followed at noon by pho-
tos with the Easter Bunny, 
chocolate giveaways, face 
painting, and an Easter 
egg hunt. Free. 10 am–5 
pm. Beyond At Liberty 
View [850 Third Ave. at 
30th Street in Sunset Park, 
(929) 305–3824], www.
bedbathandbeyond.com/
brooklyn. 

FUND-RAISER, BROOKLYN 
BARK EASTER EGG-
STRAVAGANZA: Sean 
Casey Animal Rescue hosts 
this spring celebration, 
featuring Easter Bunny 
photos with your kid or 
pet, face painting, crafts, 
games, live music, a Best 
Bonnet Contest open to 
kids, adults, and pets, 
and a Community Easter 
Parade at 2 pm. Free. 11 
am–3 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-

enues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

DINING, BUFFALO CITY 
FAIR: A celebration of the 
upstate city that gave us 
buffalo wings, beef on 
weck, garbage plates, 
and Loganberry cocktails. 
$10. 1–7 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

FAMILY, “FLIGHT SCHOOL 
THE MUSICAL”: A charm-
ing musical about a pen-
guin who wants to learn 
to fl y. $12. 2 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

READING, DRAG QUEEN 
STORY HOUR: Lola Lemon 
reads to kids. Free. 3:30 
pm. Brooklyn Public Li-
brary’s Central branch [10 
Grand Army Plaza between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.bklynlibrary.org. 

SUN, MARCH 25
34TH ANNUAL BLESSING 

OF THE RIDES AT DE-
NO’S WONDER WHEEL 
AMUSEMENT PARK: The 
rides will open for the 2018 
season immediately fol-
lowing the Blessing. Free. 
10:30 am. Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel Amusement Park 
[1025 Riegelmann Board-
walk at West 12th Street 
in Coney Island, (718) 
372–2592], denoswonder-
wheel.com. 

MUSIC, “PETER RABBIT — 
A CHILDREN’S OPERA”: 
Peter Rabbit escapes 
McGregor, Momma Rab-
bit sings an aria, and some 
audience members, cos-
tumed with ears and fl uffy 
tails, will round out the 
cast. $15 ($10 kids). 3 pm. 
Union Church of Bay Ridge 
[7915 Ridge Blvd. at 80th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (646) 
823–5388], www.newcam-
erataopera.org. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL INTER-
LUDES: The Friction Quar-
tet performs arrangements 
of pop music. Free. 4 pm. 

Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [10 Grand 
Army Plaza between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.bklynlibrary.org. 

READING, “LEAVES OF 
GRASS” MARATHON: 
Dozens of writers and 
friends read aloud the 
complete collection of 
poems by Walt Whit-
man. Free. 1 pm. Erv’s on 
Beekman (2122 Beekman 
Pl. near Flatbush Avenue 
in Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens), www.greenlight-
bookstore.com. 

BRIDAL SHOWCASE: The 
2018 event showcases 
bridal fashions, accesso-
ries and vendors; sample 
delicious treats and view 
all the latest bridal trends. 
Valet parking available. 
Free. 2–4:30 pm. Bay 
Ridge Manor [476 76th St. 
and Fourth Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748 8855]. 

FILM, SHATSHOW VI — 
SAVE THE WHALES!: 
The William Shatner fi lm 
festival screens the 1976 
comedy “Whale of a Tale” 
and the classic “Star Trek 
IV: The Voyage Home.”” 
Free. 4 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddys-
bar.com. 

MON, MARCH 26
ART, STUDENT ART EX-

HIBIT: Students present 
creative works in multiple 
media, including a musical 
performance and pup-
pet show. Free. 6 pm. The 
Ridge Creative Center (939 
83rd St. between Seventh 
and 10th Avenues in Bay 
Ridge), www.theridgecre-
ativecenter.org. 

MUSIC, 31ST BIANNUAL 
INTERNATIONAL ELEC-
TROACOUSTIC MUSIC 
FESTIVAL: A variety of 
cutting-edge works by 
established masters and 
emerging talents. Free. 8 
pm. ShapeShifter Lab [18 
Whitewell Place at Union 
Street in Gowanus, (646) 
820–9452]. 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open Mic and Stand 
-Up. Free. 9pm. Fred-
dy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th 
streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

TUES, MARCH 27
TALK, “BROOKLYN TIDES”: 

At the launch part for the 
book “Brooklyn Tides: 
The Fall and Rise of a 
Global Borough,” a panel 
will discuss the activism, 
aesthetics, and changes 
taking place along Brook-
lyn’s waterfront. Free. 7 
pm. Interference Archive 
(314 Seventh St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope). 

THEATER, “RABBIT HOLE”: 
A play about Becca and 
Howie Corbett, who lost 
their young son Danny in 
a tragic accident; today, 
they still struggle to navi-
gate the daily hardships 
of their grief. $15 ($10 
students and seniors with 
ID). 7 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-

Man down!: The Toronto Maple Leafs will trip over themselves 
while the New York Islanders get down to business during their 
match-up at Barclays Center on March 30. 
 Associated Press / Chris Young

Coney’s curves: Burlesque star Angie Pontani, who reigned 
as Miss Cyclone from 2007–2010, will host the Coney Island 
2018 Spring Gala on March 24. The glamorous soiree by the 
sea raises cash for Coney Island USA, and will feature side-
show, burlesque, and music performances along with the food 
and open bar. File photo by Bess Adler
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dom to explore, she said
“Artists need artistic 

homes in order to take risks, 
to develop and succeed and 
even fail, which is an essen-
tial part of the process,” 
she said.

Her next project will 
be an adaptation of “The 
Tempest,” performed by 
Syrian refugees within 
a Grecian refugee camp. 
Arbus hopes the experience 
will be a freeing experience 
for everyone involved. 

“The people we’re work-
ing with are in a very diffi-
cult situation, but theater can 
make you feel free,” she said. 
“I hope by letting people 
manifest things within their 
imaginations, the difficul-
ties of their daily lives will 
disappear for a moment.”

“The Winter’s Tale” at 
Polonksy Shakespeare Center 
[262 Ashland Pl. between 
Fulton Street and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (866) 
811–4111, www.tfana.org]. 
Opening on March 25 at 7:30 
pm. Through April 15, Wed–
Sun at 7:30 pm. $90–$100 
($20 students).

few — come into and out of the lives of 
these two lovers, who break up, make up, 
break up, and make up again, until their 
bond proves stronger than their obvious 
cultural differences.

Reznik hopes that the cross-cultural 

romance at the heart of her story inspires 
readers to look beyond their own societal 
boundaries. 

“I never realized there are still so many 
racists in this country,” said Reznik. “I 
would like readers [of ‘Bagels & Salsa’] to 
think about embracing religious, ethnic and 
cultural differences.” 

“Bagels and Salsa” is now available in 
bookstores and at  Amazon.com .

NOW PLAYING!

TELECHARGE.COM  •  212-239-6200
The Westside Theatre, 407 West 43rd Street (between 9th and 10th Ave)

STONEWITCHPLAY.COM     @StoneWitchPlay

EASTER DININGEASTER DINING

SPRING MENU
COMING SOON

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

Open for Dinner
Tuesday – Saturday Starting at 5pm 

Open Sunday from 2-8pm

Closed Monday 

Bear with it: “The Winter’s Tale” 
contains Shakespeare’s most 
famous stage direction — “Exit, 
pursued by a bear.”  Carol Rosegg

Staten Island, according to a spokeswoman 
for the event’s organizer, local-commerce 
cheerleader the Fifth Avenue Business 
Improvement District. 

Hungry Brooklynites who want to plan 
ahead can buy tickets online for $60 — five 
bucks less than they will cost at the door on 
the day of the event.

And no matter how they are purchased, 

all tickets come with admission to a “special 
surprise” the spokeswoman said will grace 
the hall’s ballroom that night, and $20 of 
each sale will be donated to a local organiza-
tion of the buyer’s choice, including the Old 
Stone House museum, the Park Slope Civic 
Council, culture-promoter the Brooklyn 
Arts Exchange, and nearby public schools.

Taste of Fifth at Grand Prospect Hall 
(263 Prospect Ave. between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope,  www.parkslope-
fifthavenuebid.com/atasteoffifth2018 ). April 
10. 6:30–9:30 pm; $65 ($60 in advance).

Continued from page 42 

TASTE

Continued from page 42 

BAGELS

Continued from page 44 

TALE

enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.kumble-
theater.org. 

COMEDY, AN EVENING 
WITH THE COMEDY 
RESISTANCE: A one-
time-only event full of 
comedians, special guests, 
and activists. $40 ($35 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

WED, MARCH 28
FILM, “FRIED GREEN TO-

MATOES” DINNER AND 
FILM: A screening of the 
classic fi lm, accompa-
nied by a “Fried Green 
Tomatoes”-inspired four-
course dinner with drink 
pairings. $80. 6:30 pm. 
Alamo Drafthouse [445 
Albee Square West be-
tween Willoughby and Ful-
ton streets in Downtown, 
(718) 513–2547], www.
drafthouse.com/nyc.  

MUSIC, MARSHALL CREN-
SHAW: With the Bottle 
Rockets. $28 ($25 in 
advance). 8:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com.  

THURS, MARCH 29
TALK, GOLD BUSINESS 

CONNECT WOMEN’S 
EVENT: A networking 
event for women, with a 
breakfast, panel of ex-
perts, and prize drawings. 
$25. 9 am. Brooklyn Cham-
ber of Commerce [335 
Adams St., Suite 2700, be-
tween Willoughby Street 
and Tech Place in Down-
town, (646) 399–1678], 
www.goldbusinesscon-
nect.com. 

MUSIC, THE BOWIE SONG-
BOOK WITH BURNT 
SUGAR ARKESTRA: Bow-
ie’s hits are reimagined 
through soul, jazz, and 
hip-hop by this New York 
City landmark group. $16 
(includes Museum admis-
sion). 7 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

THEATER, “BLOODY 
BRAINS IN A JUKEBOX”: 
Catch a sneak preview of 
a new rock opera in prog-
ress! Free. 8 pm. Freak Bar 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

MUSIC, ÌFE: With Maku 

SoundSystem. $20 ($15 
in advance). 8 pm. BRIC 
Arts Media House [647 
Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

FRI, MARCH 30 
PASSOVER SEDER: A tradi-

tional Seder led in English 
with interesting insight 
into the story of Passover 
and it’s relevance to our 
daily lives. $25. 7:30 pm. 
Chabad of Bay Ridge [373 
Bay Ridge Ave. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 974–
6366], chabadofbayridge.
com. 

THEATER, “BLOODY 
BRAINS IN A JUKEBOX”: 
8 pm. See Thursday, March 
29. 

SAT, MARCH 31
MUSIC, AMEN DUNES: 

The New York musician 
launches his new album 
“Freedom.” $20. 9 pm. 
Music Hall of Williamsburg 
[66 N. Sixth St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues 
in Williamsburg, (718) 486–
5400], www.musichallofwil-
liamsburg.com. 
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SHARPS
Please be advised that the Haym Salomon Home for Nursing 

and Rehabilitation accepts used sharps and lancets for 
disposal through its infectious waste program.

Sharps are accepted Monday – Friday between the hours of 
8:00 AM – 8:00 PM and Saturday – Sunday

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM, without charge.
Sharps must be in sealed, non-breakable rigid containers.

For further information call:
Mr. Eddie Jorge at:

718-535- 9554

HAYM SALOMON
HOME FOR NURSING

AND REHABILITATION
2340 Cropsey Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11214

718-373-1700
PUBLIC NOTICE

OPEN ADMISSION POLICY
RESIDENTIAL HEALTH CARE FACILITY RHCF

The Haym Salomon Home for Nursing and Rehabilitation is a 
240 bed Residential Health Related Facility.

It is the policy of the Haym Salomon Home to admit and treat 
all patients and staff without regard to race, creed, color, national 

origin, sexual preference, handicap or source of payment.
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE
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Advertise it with us 
and find that  

perfect roommate!

Call us at 
718.260.2555

Have a  
vacant  
room? 
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 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may 
be payable upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru 
Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/purchase option: $9,900/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), 
$9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 
7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typo-
graphical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988. www.PremierLincoln.com
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Auto NetAuto Net

LINCOLN  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

�

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.
Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

$275 per month 36 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, 
A/C, and Much More! MSRP $38,420, VIN#3LJR614126, $4,487 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, $3,842 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $2250 
Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 3/31/18.  

$275 per month 36 month lease. 100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, 
Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $36,190, VIN#5LJUL03678, 
$4,539 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,619 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify 
$1000 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 3/31/18.

$275†

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

YOUR
CHOICE

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
  factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000
  mile comprehensive warranty coverage

2015 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Auto, A/C, Green. 50K 
Mi. Stk#2606F.

$16,895BUY
FOR

*
2015 LINCOLN MKC

Auto, A/C, Blue, Sunroof, 
Nav. 40K Mi, Stk#2639F

$24,995BUY
FOR

*
2015 LINCOLN MKS AWD 

Auto, A/C, Nav, Moonroof, 
Grey and More! Stk# 2775F 

$27,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKC PREMIERE

2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
INCREDIBLE LIVERY PRICING ON SELECT MODELS! 

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE... LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!

GREAT DEALS RIGHT NOW!

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C 
& Much More! MSRP $43,705, VIN#2LJBL19356. $5,354 Due at 
Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, $4,370 Down Payment, $645 Bank 
Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 3/31/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

$339
PER MO./36 MOS LEASE

†

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4x4

Auto, Leather, Nav, Black, 
46K Mi, Stk#2758F

$34,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.

0%
APR

PLUS $3250
LINCOLN CUSTOMER 

INCENTIVES
0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.


