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BY ADAM LUCENTE
These artists love book cov-
ers!

A slim novel from for-
mer Boerum Hill author 
Jonathan Ames has been 
adapted into a movie star-
ring Joaquin Phoenix, a 
collection of folk songs, a 
painting, a dance, and a 

cocktail. The fi lm version 
of the thriller “You Were 
Never Really Here,” about 
a hitman tracking down a 
kidnapped teenager, will 
open nationwide on April 6. 
For the rest, visit the Bush-
wick Book Club at a Gow-
anus arts space on March 
29, where Ames, who will 

read from his book at the 
event, said he is excited to 
discover the many differ-
ent artistic responses to 
his novella.

“All art tends to be a 
response to life, but also 
other pieces of art,” said 
Ames, who now lives in Los 

BY COLIN MIXSON
State leaders must pass laws that 
put more speed cameras on city 
streets, heighten punishments 
dealt to reckless motorists caught 
on those devices, and mandate 
doctors inform offi cials of driv-
ers’ potentially debilitating 
health conditions, Mayor DeBla-
sio demanded on Thursday.

“For too long people could neg-
ligently kill another human being 

with a vehicle and es-
sentially walk away, 
we’ve got to end that 
once and for all,” Hiz-
zoner said at a press 
conference inside 
the 78th Precinct’s 
Sixth Avenue sta-
tion house, not 
far from where a 
driver blew a red 

light and killed two young kids 
crossing a Park Slope street last 
week.

The mayor fi rst called for a bill 
to install an extra 150 speed cam-
eras around schools citywide, 
in addition to expanding what 
constitutes a school zone so that 

BY ADAM LUCENTE
It’s like combining a cop 
and concierge.

Sheepshead Bay res-
idents are singing the 
praises of the 61st Pre-
cinct’s neighborhood po-
licing program. The lo-
cally assigned officers 
are far better able to re-
spond to quality- of-life 

issues, and let residents 
know that their concerns 
are being addressed, ac-
cording to the chair-
woman of Community 
Board 15. 

“When there’s an is-
sue, within hours you’ll 
get an e-mail or call from 
them saying they’re on 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 14Continued on page 12

War of sexes 
takes stage

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Here, the battle of the sexes is a 
fi ght to the death! 

A Sunset Park theater com-
pany will launch its multi-year 
adaptation of the Arabian classic 
“One Thousand and One Nights” 
with a tale focusing on sex, jeal-
ousy, and betrayal. The director 
of “Pay No Attention to the Girl,” 
opening on April 2 at the compa-
ny’s new theater space, culled the 
show from portions of the cen-
turies-old text that focus on the 
dynamics of gender and power. 
The tome lends itself to this por-
trayal because its protagonist is 
fi ghting for her life, he said. 

“We’ve chosen a set of stories 
that are essentially about compet-
ing narratives about the sexes,” 
said David Herskovits, who 
founded Target Margin Theater 
in 1991. “The question of who gets 
to tell the story, who’s listening 
to the story, who has the power, 
how that gets told — that is deeply 

Continued on page 6
ARABIAN FIGHTS: Three of the actors from “Pay No Attention to the Girl,” an adaptation of “One Thousand and One 
Nights” rehearse for the show’s opening at the Doxsee Theater in Sunset Park on April 2.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

NOVEL-TY SONGS: The 
songs are based on a Jona-
than Ames book.

LADY-KILLERSHizzoner: 
State must 

drive reform 
on streets

Book club sings novel songBack on the beat
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7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

AUTODENT COLLISION CORP

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM

AT FAULT VEHICLES INSURANCE CO.
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance Rates Down

While Maintaining An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Talk about dirty money.

The city hands over millions of dollars 
each year to the private carting company 
with an  alleged culture of malfeasance  
whose unlicensed trucker got  a slap on the 
wrist  after he fatally collided with a cyclist 
in Greenpoint last year.

Local taxpayers, including those with 
kin hurt or killed by Action Carting’s driv-
ers, paid a total of $104,286,930 via city con-
tracts awarded to the fi rm since 2007, re-
cords show.

Multiple agencies, including the De-
partments of Transportation, Parks and 
Recreation, Environmental Protection, 
Homeless Services, and Education, have 
each doled out gobs of money to the New 
Jersey–based fi rm so its truckers —  some 
of whom said they are so overworked that 
they nod off at the wheel  — can haul away 
their trash.

The Environmental Protection Depart-
ment alone paid Action Carting a whop-
ping $47,179,460 to collect its garbage from 
2016 through the middle of next year, after 
shelling out $35,445,150 to the company for 
trash pickup from 2014 through 2017, ac-
cording to the records.

The city awarded several of its con-
tracts with the fi rm — whose drivers have 
killed fi ve people, including  27-year-old cy-
clist Neftaly Ramirez , in the last decade — 
through a bidding process after offi cials 
likely issued requests for proposals, and re-
newed other agreements when they lapsed, 
the records show.

But the public documents also indicate 
that multiple agencies, including the Po-
lice Department, issued violations to Ac-
tion Carting’s bosses — who coach its driv-
ers on how to run red lights, according to 
a former employee. A police spokesman, 

however, refused to provide specifi c details 
on the infractions or the penalties each re-
sulted in, suggesting this newspaper fi le a 
Freedom of Information Law request to ob-
tain the information.

Mayor DeBlasio has personally signed 
off on $39,788,111 in payments to the cart-
ing company since he took offi ce in 2014, 
the same year he launched Vision Zero — 
his initiative to reduce and ultimately elim-
inate traffi c-related deaths on city streets.

A rep for Hizzoner declined to comment 
on whether he would consider severing ties 
with the company, and why he continues 
to put millions of taxpayer dollars toward 
business with Action Carting in light of 
the deaths its drivers caused and the mu-
nicipal records that show the company vio-
lated city code.

And the city isn’t the trash-hauler’s 
only source of revenue — the fi rm picks 
up garbage from private companies such 
as restaurants and retailers across the fi ve 
boroughs, including businesses within the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard in Fort Greene and 
Downtown’s MetroTech Center, where its 
dumpsters have been seen.

Making cents of a 
stinky situation
Records show multi-million-dollar deals 

between city and controversial trash hauler

IN ACTION: An Action Carting dumpster stands in 
MetroTech Center Downtown. 
 Community News Group / Julianne Cuba

SPOTTED: An Action Carting dumpster sits near the metal framework of a future Wegmans supermar-
ket in the Brooklyn Navy Yard.  File photo by Taylor Balkom

Sun., April 8 – 3pm

www.queenstheatre.org
718.760.0064

“…one of the 
most talked-about 
young companies, 
not just in L.A. 
but nationwide.”
- Los Angeles 
Times

Founded in 2007 by Lillian Barbeito and Tina Finkelman Berkett, BODYTRAFFIC has surged to the 
forefront of the concert dance world. Named “the company of the future” by The Joyce Theater 
Foundation, Dance Magazine’s 25 to Watch in 2013 and Best of Culture by the Los Angeles Times, 
the young company is already internationally recognized for their high quality of work.
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re pulling out the big 
guns for this infrastructure 
repair. 

Some state pols want to 
fast track work on the dete-
riorating Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway — but only if 
the city puts armed cops in 
every school.

Republicans in the state 
Senate proposed a fi scal 
plan on March 14 — follow-
ing Gov. Cuomo’s two bud-
get drafts issued in  January  
and  February  — that allows 
the city to use the stream-
lined design-build process 
in its job to rebuild a 1.5-
mile stretch of the three-
tiered expressway between 
Atlantic Avenue and Sands 
Street, but inextricably ties 
the authorization to a pro-
vision that would require 
fi rearm-carrying offi cers 
in public learning houses 
across the fi ve boroughs.

But after kids across 
Kings County  walked out of 
classrooms that same day 
as part of a nationwide call 
to reform gun laws  follow-
ing last month’s devastat-
ing shooting that claimed 
17 lives at a Florida high 
school, linking the unre-
lated law to the road’s re-
pair is a slap in the face to 
students and teachers who 
don’t want weapons in safe 
spaces, a Brooklyn Heights 
pol said.

“I fi nd it very distress-
ing that they would connect 
these two issues,” said As-
semblywoman Jo Anne Si-
mon, whose Democratic ma-
jority in the lower chamber 
released its own one-house 
budget that included autho-
rization for design-build 
without any conditions. 
“I don’t think the recent 
events inspire confi dence 
in that approach — this is a 
very troubling proposal.”

And days before the up-
per chamber’s Republicans 
introduced their budget 
proposal tying design-build 
with more boots on the 
ground, Brooklyn state Sen-
ators Marty Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge) and Simcha Felder 
(D–Midwood) —  a long-time 
supporter of armed cops in 

schools , who sits across the 
aisle with the Grand Old 
Party to give it a majority 
in the Senate — along with 
a colleague from Staten Is-
land  drafted a similar bill  
authorizing the faster pro-
cess to fi x the expressway 
on the condition that pistol-
packing police are stationed 
in every city public school.

Golden, the main spon-
sor of the March 5 bill — 
 and another law that would 
bring security scanners 
to schools across the state  
— is a strong proponent of 
design-build, since transit 
gurus claim it would slash 
more than $100 million from 
the $1.9-billion job to make 
over the road and shave two 
years off its timeline, allow-
ing work to fi nish  before the 
city would need to send the 
thousands of trucks that 
traverse the triple cantile-
ver daily down local streets  
to avoid its collapse.

The Bay Ridge pol, how-
ever, twice previously intro-
duced  legislation  to  green-
light design-build without 
any conditions , so it makes 
no sense why he’s now com-
bining it with more fi re-
arms in learning houses, 
Simon said.

“Sen. Golden has been a 
strong supporter of 
design-build, partic-
ularly for the BQE, I 
don’t know why he is 
doing this,” she said.

Brooklyn Heights’ 
state Senator ques-
tioned why his col-
leagues would con-
nect the two different 
issues, suggesting 
the pols’ package 
deal may be a cruel 
ploy using the threat 
of havoc on local 
roads to get armed 
cops in schools with 
a reference to  the 
now notorious e-mail 
an offi cial in distant 
New Jersey sent  that 
led to the lane-clo-
sure scandal on the 
George Washington 
Bridge, or “Bridge-
gate.”

“Is this an exam-
ple of the majority, if 

they don’t get their way on 
a certain policy issue, how-
ever legitimate, suggesting 
that perhaps ‘it’s time for 
traffi c problems in Brook-
lyn,’ to borrow a phrase 
from New Jersey?” said 
Democrat Brian Kavanagh.

But Golden thinks 
the best way to spend the 
money saved by using de-
sign-build — which solicits 
one bid for a project’s design 
and construction instead of 
separate proposals for each 
— is to allocate it towards 
gun-carrying offi cers and 
improvements to the be-
leaguered subway system, 
according to his rep.

“Senator Golden be-
lieves that assigning armed 
police offi cers to schools is 
undoubtedly the direction 

we must now go,” said John 
Quaglione. “He intends to 
get the present legislation 
for design-build for the BQE 
enacted into law this year, 
and we would expect the se-
riousness of the issue to gar-
ner the support of the As-
sembly and the governor.”

There are already Po-
lice Department–employed 
school-safety agents sta-
tioned at all public schools 

in Brooklyn and the outer 
boroughs, but those offi cers 
are not armed, according 
to a police spokesman and 
a rep for the Department of 
Education.

Earlier this month, 
Cuomo expressed his sup-
port for allowing design-
build in the city-led ex-
pressway repair,  calling it 
“essential” to the job  after 
releasing his two budget 

drafts that did not include 
authorization for the pro-
cess.   

And now, state legisla-
tors will begin negotiations 
— some behind closed doors 
— until both houses and the 
governor agree on a fi nal 
budget, which Cuomo must 
sign by April 1.

Felder did not respond 
to a request for comment by 
press time.

Shooting for a faster fi x
Politicians tie use of design-build on BQE with putting armed cops in schools

THIS FOR THAT: Brooklyn state senators Marty Golden (left) and Simcha Felder are among the pols 
who introduced a bill in Albany that would allow the city to use design-build in its Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway makeover and require armed police offi cers in public schools across the fi ve boroughs.
 File photo by Paul Martinka

BY JULIANNE CUBA
From America’s Downtown, 
to the Bay in Gravesend, 
Brooklynites laid claim to 
these redwood trees!

A local artist who 
planted thousands of tiny 
saplings in MetroTech 
Center for a public-art in-
stallation returned to the 
plaza on March 10 to hand 
the trees out to passersby 
as he uprooted the ex-
hibit.  

One green-thumbed 
fan of the glen of growing 
Dawn redwoods in Spencer 
Finch’s “Lost Man Creek” 
project said he was thrilled 
to take home his potted 
specimen after months of 

walking by the installa-
tion.

“We had seen the ex-
hibit for the last two years, 
and we love gardening,” 
said Bill Neri, who lives in 
Gravesend with his wife 
Maria. “Hopefully it gets a 
little warmer so it starts to 
bloom again.”

Finch brought his man-
made forest of 4,000 one- 
to four-foot conifers to the 
commercial hub in Octo-
ber 2016, calling it a scaled-
down recreation of the 
massive Redwood National 
Park in California.

The Dawn-redwood spe-
cies, which can grow up to 
130-feet tall and was long 

considered extinct un-
til a scientist in its native 
China uncovered healthy 
trees there more than 70 
years ago, then spread 
across the United States 
after its seeds were trans-
ported to the country.

And following the 
green-thing giveaway, the 
artist donated unclaimed 
saplings to horticultural 
agencies across the state 
and city including the De-
partment of Parks and Rec-
reation, according to a rep 
for the Public Art Fund, 
which staged Finch’s ex-
hibit along with Metro-
Tech developer Forest City 
Ratner.

Artist gives locals trees

FREE TREES: Maria and Bill Neri 
took home newly adopted red-
wood saplings when local artist 
Spencer Finch uprooted his out-
door Downtown exhibit on March 
10. Photo by Jason Speakman 
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mystery developer  that lo-
cals  and  the home’s former 
orphans  fear will bulldoze 
the buildings — are both 
neighborhood treasures 
that deserve to stay stand-
ing.  

“There’s a lot of similar-
ities. They both have major 
importance as far as the 
history of the community,” 
she said. 

The Guardians’ land-
marking application is no 
guarantee that the Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission will look at the 
church, since the agency 
independently determines 
which properties to evalu-
ate. And even if the commis-
sion does decide to study 
the church’s historic sig-

Our new facility 
is ready to take shape. We are now 
seeking qualifi ed individuals with 

a passion for care and a work ethic 
of excellence. 

Positions are available to turn our 
state of the art facility into a state of 

the art environment 
of wellness.

DITMAS PARK IS NOW EXPANDING 
THEIR QUALITY STAFF
Available Positions Include:

Administrative:

Marketing

 

LOOK HOW WE’VE GROWN

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
This church is living on a 
prayer. 

A posse of preserva-
tionists in Dyker Heights 
is pushing the city to land-
mark a beloved church to 
save it from demolition, 
with parishioners worried 
that the Brooklyn Diocese 
is planning to bulldoze 
the building in pursuit of 
profi t over piousness. The 
city must save St. Rosalia 
Church at 14th Avenue and 
63rd Street because it rep-
resents yet another prop-
erty with ties to the Catho-
lic Church that could soon 
be erased from the history 
books, according to a mem-
ber of the civic group push-
ing for its preservation. 

“It’s really a shame that 
another part of history — 
Catholic history — is going 
away,” said Dyker resident 
Fran Vella-Marrone of the 
Guardians of the Guardian 

committee — the  same civic 
group leading the landmark-
ing effort  for the nearby  An-
gel Guardian home . 

News of the landmark-
ing bid was fi rst reported 
by the  Brooklyn Home Re-
porter , but a rep from the 
city Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission confi rmed 
to this paper separately that 
the Guardians submitted 
their request for evaluation 
of the property to the city 
agency on Feb. 15. 

The Diocese of Brooklyn 
 stopped hosting religious 
services in the church  in 
2016, citing the “signifi cant 
fi nancial hardships” hit-
ting the church and the par-
ish’s second worship site 
nearby, the Basilica of Re-
gina Pacis, at 65th Street 
and 12th Avenue. And just 
a few weeks ago, the parish 
pastor, Monsignor Ronald 
Marino, announced to pa-
rishioners  in a church bul-

letin  the sale of St. Rosalia, 
adding that the lot would be 
sold without the building on 
it — indicating the church 
would be demolished.

The property is zoned for 
retail use, including offi ces 
and hotels. 

A rep from the Diocese 
insisted the sale was to 
“ensure the future of the 
parish,” adding that funds 
from the sale would be di-
rected to Regina Pacis, but 
did not respond to a request 
for comment about why the 
property would be sold as 
an empty lot. But another 
member of the Guardians 
group alleged that the sale 
of the soon-to-be empty lot 
is simply a greed-fueled 
quest for profi t. 

“They — the Diocese 
and the pastor — had it 
in their minds that they 
wanted to sell it, and that 
was it,” said Dyker resi-
dent Carl Esposito.

Monsignor Marino could 
not be reached for comment 
by press time.

 Italian immigrants 
founded the church , named 
after the patron of the Ital-
ian city of Palermo, in 1902. 
The parishioners then 
founded Regina Pacis — 
which translates to “queen 
of peace” — nearly 50 years 
later to thank the saint for 
the American victory in 
World War II, making it 
all the more cruel that the 
“mother church” of the par-
ish is the one that will be 
bulldozed, according to Vel-
la-Marrone and Esposito.

“This little church was 
there long before Regina 
Pacis was, and was respon-
sible for that big church be-
ing there,” Esposito said.

Vella-Marrone added 
that St. Rosalia and the An-
gel Guardian home just two 
blocks away — which  the 
Sisters of Mercy sold  to a 

DON’T KNOCK IT DOWN: Members of the Guardians of the Guard-
ian Committee are trying to save St. Rosalia’s Church, at 14th Av-
enue and 63rd Street in Dyker Heights, from the wrecking ball by 
getting it landmarked by the city.  Photo by Taylor Balkom

Praying for preservation
Parishioners try to save Dyker church from demolition

Continued on page 12
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Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on all 
types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & other 
benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism

BY ADAM LUCENTE
The ball is in his court.

Student athletes on a Sheep-
shead Bay school’s squad will 
shoot for their Brooklyn division’s 
title in the city’s Middle School 
Basketball League on March 24, 
but the looming match isn’t the 
only impending competition for 
the team’s star power forward. 
This month, Bay Academy Bob-
cats player Lawrence Veksler was 
named one of six fi nalists for the 
Brooklyn Nets All-Star Award — 
a tri-state competition for scholar-
athletes.

And Veksler, who is confi dent 
he will win the award in April, 
said doing so would help cement 
Bay Academy’s legacy as a top bas-
ketball program.

“We’re number one in the city,” 
he said. “And everyone on the 
team will know a player did this 
for us.”

The Brooklyn Nets All-Star 
Award is for middle-school bas-

ketball players who “demonstrate 
grit, determination, and a desire 
to succeed both on the court and 
in the classroom,” according to 
its website. The honor, which is 
sponsored by the Hospital for Spe-
cial Surgery, awards all of the fi -
nalists a spot at the Nets’ Summer 
Basketball Clinic, and the overall 
winner will receive a $3,000 grant 
for their school’s athletic pro-
gram, as well as being recognized 
at the Nets’ April 9 game against 
the Chicago Bulls at the Barclays 
Center, according to a spokes-
woman for the Manhattan-based 
medical center. 

Votes from the public will de-
termine the winner, and  anyone 
can cast a ballot on the awards’ 
website  until March 31. Veksler 
believes his school’s support will 
carry him to the fi nish line.

“The school sent out a mass 
message telling people to vote,” he 
said. “Everyone at my school says 
‘I voted for you.’ ”

Veksler, who lives in Mill Ba-
sin, said he fi rst popped up on the 
Nets’ radar at a summer camp 
the team held last year, where he 
showed off his dribbling skills 
and quickness. 

“I keep my dribble low, which 
makes it hard for defenders to 
guard me, and I’m a fast player,” 
he said. “I stay low and speed off 
them and score.”

Thomas Finale, who coaches 
the Bay Academy team along with 
John Bomarito, said that Veksler’s 
work ethic and leadership quali-
ties also impressed the Nets — as 
well as his ambidextrous ball-han-
dling skills. 

“He has a very strong left hand, 
but can also go right,” said Finale. 
“Teams begin to take away his left 
and he goes right. It makes him 
very hard to defend.”

Veksler credits his passion for 
basketball to the game’s popu-
larity in Mill Basin and the sur-
rounding nabes, and said he often 

plays at Lindower Park.
“For people from Marine Park, 

Mill Basin, Sheepshead Bay, it’s 
one of the top parks,” he said. “In 
the summer you see guys playing 
from 6 am until night.”

Veksler is considering attend-
ing St. Edmund Preparatory High 
School in Sheepshead Bay next 

year, and dreams of playing col-
lege ball. In the meantime, his suc-
cess inspires the other kids at Bay 
Academy, according to his coach. 

“It amped them up a little bit 
more,” said Finale on when the 
team learned Veksler was a fi -
nalist. “We had hit a lull, but this 
picked up their games again.”

BIG BALLER: Mill Basin native and Bay Academy power forward Lawrence Vek-
sler was named one of six fi nalists for the Brooklyn Nets All-Star Awards, which 
selects scholar-athletes from throughout the tri-state area.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

A shot at glory
Bay hoops player fi nalist for Nets All-Star Award
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
This clan went from Iraq 
to Ridge.

A family of Iraqi refu-
gees who fl ed Baghdad 
amid death threats from 
terrorists targeting the 
father’s work supporting 
the American army built a 
new life in Bay Ridge with 
the support of a Down-
town group that helps im-
migrants and refugees re-
settle.

The matriarch said her 
family is thankful to fi -
nally live in security, but 
that they never expected to 
upend their lives to start 
over in a new country.

“We thought maybe 
we’d come to the U.S. on 
a trip, but living here and 
settling, no,” Najlaa Alani 
said through a transla-
tor. “We weren’t thinking 
about that.”

Alani and her husband 
Husam Sano arrived in 
the U.S. in February 2014 
with their kids, 12-year-
old Aymen and 7-year-old 
Aya, but the couple started 
to consider fl eeing Iraq in 
2005 — the same year he 
and Alani got married — 
when Sano started receiv-
ing death threats while he 
was working for the U.S. 
Army as a technology con-
tractor at a base called 
Camp Taji.

 The year before, many 
Iraqis working with the 
U.S. government — in-
cluding Sano’s own driver 
— were murdered by Al-
Qaeda , leading Sano to 
take seriously the threats 
demanding that he leave 
his job supporting Ameri-
can troops. 

“At that time, people 

who were doing these 
things was Al Qaeda,” he 
said. 

Soon after, Alani be-
gan receiving threats too, 
and after a relative saw an 
armed man searching for 
Sano, his bosses advised 
him to leave the country, 
at least temporarily.

The couple fl ed to Syria 
at the end of 2005 to live 
with Alani’s parents, but 
returned to Iraq about a 
year later, where Alani 
gave birth to Aymen. Aya 
was born in 2009, the same 
year Sano applied with the 
International Organiza-
tion for Migration to bring 
his family to the U.S.

After a three-year 
wait, the organization 
expedited the process 
when the terrorists de-
manded Sano leave his 
new job with the U.S. State 
Department, calling it 

his “last warning.” 
Finally, in February 

2014, the organization told 
the family they had tick-
ets to fl y to the U.S. in just 
three weeks, leaving them 
scrambling to prepare 
for their fl ight, which re-
quired abandoning most of 
their possessions.

“My life and my fam-
ily’s security is important 
— we left most of our stuff, 
we couldn’t sell it,” Sano 
said.

But with the help of the 
Downtown Arab American 
Family Support Center 
and its director of commu-
nity outreach and preven-
tion support, Ahmed Mo-
hammed — who translated 
the immigrants’ interview 
with this reporter — the 
family found an apartment 
and Sano got a job within 
two weeks of arrival.

The group recently 

helped the family fi nish 
paying off the $5,700 in air-
fare fees — since all refu-
gees have to repay their 
travel costs to the U.S. 
State Department — with 
the help of its  New Immi-
grants and Refugees Fund , 
which it launched last 
July. In addition to help-
ing reimburse the Feds for 
bringing refugees into the 
U.S., the fund helps refu-
gees once they get here 
with mental-health ser-
vices, English courses, 
and job training.

The greatest challenge 
the family faced initially 
was the language barrier, 
since they didn’t know any 
English. Aymen struggled 
so much in school that his 
parents even considered 
returning the family to 
Iraq before deciding it was 
just too dangerous.

Borough second home 
and chance for Iraqis

STARTING ANEW: Husam Sano and his wife, Najlaa Alani, fl ed death threats they suspected to be from 
terrorists in their native Iraq with their children — now 12-year-old Aymen and 7-year-old Aya — in 2014 
to build a new life in Bay Ridge. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Continued on page 12

woven into the entire 
‘One Thousand and One 
Nights,’ partly because 
of the frame story — it’s a 
story about a woman who 
is talking to save her life 
every single night.” 

In that frame story, 
a bitter sultan marries 
a different woman ev-
ery night, and murders 
her each morning so 
that none of his brides 
will ever have a chance 
to cheat on him. But one 
clever woman, Schehe-
razade, tells the sultan a 
new story each evening, 
ending each on a cliff-
hanger that keeps him 
coming back for more. 
One set of her stories, ti-
tled “The Craft and Mal-
ice of Women,” about a 
prince and a concubine 
who dispute the details 
of their sexual liaison, 
formed the basis of the 
Target Margin show, 
with the cast developing 
the dialogue throughout 
the rehearsal process, 
Herskovits said. 

The show was chosen 
before the 2016 election 
and before the #MeToo 
moment of reckoning for 
sexual harassers, but 
those events have im-
bued the show with even 

greater signifi cance 
and urgency, Herskovits 
said. 

“It all was set in mo-
tion before #MeToo, be-
fore Donald Trump be-
came president, and 
before Islamophobia kind 
of went even further,” he 
said. “We were already 
rolling down the hill, 
and things went further 
and faster.”

This is the fi rst pro-
duction in the company’s 
new home, a former in-
dustrial garage called 
the Doxsee Theater. Af-
ter years of shuffl ing be-
tween performance ven-
ues in Williamsburg, 
Fort Greene, and the dis-
tant isle of Manhattan, 
Herskovits hopes that its 
new space, in the diverse 
nabe of Sunset Park, will 
help the company to set-
tle down and to reach a 
wider audience. 

“The space itself is 
raw,” he said. “It’ll give 
us the opportunity to am-
plify the work that we 
make, to increase its en-
gagement with and im-
pact on the community 
around us by giving us 
a sort of anchor venue, a 
sort of identity.”

The show is the fi rst 
in a series examining 
“One Thousand and One 
Nights.” The company 

NIGHTS

ARABIAN FIGHTS: Director David Herskovits said that the 
Target Margin Theater’s production of “One Thousand and One 
Nights” —will focus on the battle between the sexes. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued on page 12

Continued from page 1
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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The ELITE PROTOCOL
MIC-B12 Lipotropic Injections
HCG + Appetite Control
Designed to Attack Weight Loss 
from Every Angle

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

Inquire within now!  917.444.3043B Q B82B7

SPRING INTO YOUR 
SUMMER BODY 

NOW!

BY ADAM LUCENTE
The mayor should take traffi c 
dangers in their neighborhood 
as seriously as he takes those in 
Park Slope, say Marine Parkers 
demanding a stop sign near JHS 
278.

The city moved swiftly to an-
nounce safety fi xes for Ninth 
Street after a  fatal crash  killed 
two kids on March 5, but has re-
fused for a decade to put a stop 
sign at an intersection near the 
Marine Park school, and one res-
ident is worried offi cials won’t 
take action until the worst hap-
pens.

“Are they awaiting for a 
death?” said Elizabeth Morris-
sey, complaining that the city’s 
inaction makes Mayor DeBla-
sio’s traffi c-safety rhetoric sound 
hollow. “This is the same mayor 
talking about Vision Zero, but we 
can’t get a stop sign.”

For the past 10 years, teachers 
at JHS 278 have stood at the cor-
ner of Stuart Street and Avenue S 
holding up handmade stop signs 
every day when school gets out in 

an effort to get drivers on Stuart 
Street to slow down when they 
pass the school.

The principal directed teach-
ers to use the makeshift stop 
signs a decade ago after the city 
refused to consider an offi cial oc-
tagon at the intersection.

“The city hasn’t been all that 
responsive,” said Debra Garofalo. 
“I have to look out for my chil-
dren.”

But the president of the Mad-
ison-Marine-Homecrest Civic 
Association says the teachers 
shouldn’t have to spend time act-
ing as human stop signs.

“Should they be doing this or 
teaching kids?” said Ed Jawor-
ski. 

Jaworski said the tragic Park 
Slope crash could prompt the city 
to take the Stuart Street situation 
more seriously.

“Every time something like in 
Park Slope happens, it puts this 
on the front of the burner,” he 
said. 

Jaworski and Garofalo both 
said they have asked the Depart-

ment of Transportation for a 
stop sign there many times over 
the years, and DeBlasio prom-
ised residents he would look into 
a stop sign at Stuart Street and 
Avenue S at a town hall last Sep-
tember.  But later that month, 
city offi cials visited the inter-
section and decided a stop sign 
wasn’t warranted , putting up a 
“No Standing Anytime” sign in-
stead.

Offi cials from the Depart-
ment of Transportation told 
the Marine-Marine-Homecrest 
Civic Association there were not 
enough accidents in the area to 
warrant placing a stop sign, ac-
cording to Morrissey. But she 
said a sign is still needed to pre-
vent accidents, citing the ten-
dency of people to speed on Stu-
art Street past the school from 
Avenue T to Fillmore Avenue.

“At night it’s like a race zone 
down here,” said Morrissey. 

New York City public advo-
cate Letitia James lent her sup-
port to the push for a sign in light 
of the Park Slope deaths when she 

spoke to the Madison-Marine-
Homecrest Civic Association at 
its March 15 meeting. 

“I was with the people in 

Park Slope. We should not lose 
any more children,” said James. 
“Crossing the street should not 
be a death sentence.”

SLOW DOWN: Two teachers from JHS 278 in Marine Park made stop signs to di-
rect traffi c at the busy Avenue S and Stuart Street intersection near the school, 
where the city has refused to put a stop sign.  Ed Jaworski

Renewed calls for stop sign
Marine Parkers want sign after Slope crash horror
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-
state area for over 60 years. We buy from the full contents of homes and 
estates to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, 
art, fine porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular 

interest in fine jewelry, timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate what you are selling. 
We know the value of your possessions and are willing to pay top dollar on the 
spot. Please feel free to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee Antiques
Est. 1940
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MIDDLE VILLAGE

PREPARATORY CHARTER SCHOOL

Applications will be available online February 1st, 2018

Lottery to be held on April 13th, 2018 at 7pm

Middle Village Preparatory
Charter School
PO Box 790224
Middle Village, NY, 11379

Charter Schools are 
Non-Traditional Public Schools
Charter Schools Help Students Achieve
Charter Schools Give Parents a Choice
Charter Schools Have the Freedom
to Teach in an Innovative Environment
Charter Schools Serve All Students

info@middlevillageprep.org

  All applications for incoming 6th Grade

     students are due by April 2nd, 2018

Preference given to students living in District 24

and children of MVP Employees

Q38
Q54
Q67

All Faith Cemetery

BJ’s
Toys R Us
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We encourage all students from District 24 to apply,

including English Language Learners(ELLs)

and students with IEPs.
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Project
Lead the Way

Robotics

Band

10 Days left to Apply! middlevillageprep.org

10 Days left to Apply!

BY ADAM LUCENTE
This thing is doggone ex-
pensive!

A dog run may seem 
like little more than a fence 
around a patch of gravel, not 
a major project justifying 
the $700,000 price tag quoted 
to locals asking the city to 
put one in Marine Park. 
But the Parks Department 
says building one is a com-
plicated endeavor requiring 
excavation, plumbing instal-
lation, and other work.

“While they may seem 
simple to build, dog runs 
actually require a number 
of more complex features 
that contribute to the cost 
and time frame, including 
drainage, water service, 
sanitation measures, sub-
surface and more,” said a 
department spokeswoman.

 A group of Marine Park-
ers renewed the call for a 
dog run  in February, and 
the pooch park boosters are 
now  waiting for the Marine 

Park Civic Association to 
decide whether it will take 
the issue up with Commu-
nity Board 18 and the city . 
The Parks Department has 
said a dog run in Marine 
Park could cost as much as 
$700,000. 

Building a dog run costs 
so much in part because of 
what typically happens on 
a dog walk. A lot of work 
needs to be done to prevent 
the soil from getting con-
taminated by all the urine, 
according to the local coun-
cilman.

“The ground has to be 
prepared,” said Council-
man Alan Maisel (D–Ma-
rine Park). 

“You have a lot of urine 
and have to provide ade-
quate drainage.”

Below the layer of gravel 
we all see, dog runs usually 
require several different 
layers of material to pro-
tect the soil from the dogs’ 
natural processes.

“You can’t have 50 dogs 
and not expect to contami-
nate the soil,” he said. 

A typical dog run also 
includes amenities such as 
drinking fountains for the 
dogs, benches for their peo-
ple, garbage cans, paved 
walkways, and hoses to 
help the dogs cool off in the 
summer. It also might be 
necessary to conduct an as-
sessment of trees and other 
environmental factors at 
the site before construction 
can start, according to a 
Parks Department spokes-
woman, all of which ratch-
ets up the fi nal cost.

The price tag still seems 
high to some supporters of 
a dog run in Marine Park, 
though.

“It seems like an awful 
lot to me,” said Rudy Costa 
of the Marine Park Civic 
Association, who has been 
visiting other dog parks in 
the borough at the civic’s 
request.

He said that some he’s 
seen look pretty simple, 
and can’t see them costing 
nearly a million dollars.

“I’ve been to a couple 
dog runs. It doesn’t look 
like a lot of money to in-
vest,” he said, citing the 
Manhattan Beach dog run 
as an example. 

At the same time, he 
conceded that his research 
suggests that the cost of the 
necessary infrastructure 
can easily be in the hun-
dreds of thousands.

“From what I’ve read, 
it’s supposed to cost that 
much,” he said. “You have 
new dirt, fences, plumb-
ing.”

Maisel said he takes the 
city at its word on the high 
price tag.

“This is the fi gure we’ve 
heard for a while,” said 
Maisel on the Parks De-
partment’s estimate. “I’m 
sure they’re not mislead-
ing us.”

The cost of canine comfort
Why a Marine Park dog run would have such a high price tag

PRICEY POOCH PARKS: Dog runs, like this one in Dyker Beach 
Park, are surprisingly expensive to build. File photo by Derrick Lytle
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it,” said Theresa Scavo. “I 
only have good things to 
report.”

The  neighborhood po-
licing program  assigns 
“neighborhood coordina-
tion offi cers” to give atten-
tion to lower-level issues 
such as illegal parking, 
noise complaints, and 
other quality-of-life con-
cerns that can sometimes 
get lost on the back burner 
when the precinct is deal-
ing with more urgent 
crimes.

The neighborhood co-
ordination offi cers work 
only within their assigned 
sectors of the precinct, al-
lowing them to engage 
with locals in a way that 
patrol offi cers and detec-
tives can’t. 

“We consider ourselves 
the community’s own pri-
vate cops,” said Sgt. Mi-
chael Szczecinski, who 
heads the program in 
the precinct. “We aren’t 
chained to a radio.”

The initiative began in 
the 61st Precinct on Jan. 
22, and since then the of-
fi cers have been making 

the rounds of local civic 
meetings to explain the 
program, including the 
M ad i s on - M a r i ne - H i l l -
crest Civic Association on 
March 15. 

Szczecinski and the 
other neighborhood coor-
dination offi cers hand out 
their cell phone numbers 
and e-mail addresses at 

each gathering, including 
which sector they are as-
signed to, as well as a map 
of the sectors. 

The offi cers ask to be 
called directly, especially 
for neighbor-to-neighbor 
disputes or recurring 
problems. 

That direct connection 
allows them to deal with 

nuisance issues much 
more effi ciently than po-
lice could in the past, ac-
cording to Szczecinski.

“Everyone has had the 
experience of waiting 10 
days and nothing hap-
pens,” he told the Mad-
i s on - M a r i ne - H i l lc r e st 
Civic Association. 

“We’re much quicker. 
We’re specifi cally on call 
for your community.”

Some of the most com-
mon cases the neighbor-
hood coordination offi cers 
work with are blocked 
driveways, cars blocking 
fi re hydrants, garbage 
problems, and noisy par-
ties and events. 

Much of their work 
consists of communicat-
ing with city agencies on 
behalf of locals, accord-
ing to Szczecinski, who 
said his officers are em-
powered to cut through 
red tape.

“We’re given the keys 
to the city to talk to city 
agencies,” he said at the 
meeting, “It’s one stop. 
You come to us and we fi g-
ure it out.”

The vice president of 
the Bay Improvement 
Group in Sheepshead Bay 
said the neighborhood co-
ordination offi cers pro-
vide much better service 
than a city hotline. 

“Calling a 911 switch-
board, you don’t get the 
attention you would call-
ing an officer from the 
program,” said Jack Spa-
daro. “It’s bringing back 
the days where a beat cop 
knew you by name.”
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 
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BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

IT’S THE POLICE: Neighborhood Coordination Offi cers from the 61st Precinct talked about the area’s 
new policing program at the Madison-Marine-Homecrest Civic Association meeting on March 15.  
 Community News Group / Adam Lucente

Continued from page 1 

POLICE
“We felt an empti-

ness, but when we put in 
our mind the danger that 
might face our two kids 
back in Iraq, we said, ‘we 
must stay for our kids,’ ” 
Sano said. 

For about a year, 
Alani often stayed up 
all night translating 
her second-grade son’s 
homework into Arabic 
until he had a grasp on 
English — which he said 
fi nally helped him feel 
confi dent to experience 
all that his new country 
had to offer.

“When I learned it 
and mastered it, I didn’t 
feel very scared here,” 
Aymen said. “I felt like 
there were places to ex-
plore, fun to have, foods 
to try.”

Aymen is a big fan 
of burgers, pizza, and 
sushi, he said, adding 
that he enjoys science 
class in school and play-
ing on the hockey team, 
and wants to be a doc-
tor when he grows up. 
His younger sister, Aya, 

favors cheese pizza and 
soccer, and wants to be a 
teacher, she said.

Alani also learned 
English, taking courses 
for 15 months — with the 
help of fi nancial aid — at 
the Metropolitan Learn-
ing Institute in Sun-
set Park, and wants to 
study to become an X-ray 
technician. Sano is two 
months into his three-
month English program, 
which he juggles with 
working six days a week 
as the chef at an Arab 
bakery on Fifth Avenue 
— a job he’s grown to 
love.

“Right now, I’m be-
ginning to love my job, 
because I’m liking what 
I’m doing,” he said, add-
ing that he hopes to start 
management classes soon 
and one day work for the 
U.S. government again.

The family enjoys 
their new neighborhood, 
but are now hoping to get 
Alani’s family to come to 
the U.S., because their 
new life feels incomplete 
without them.

“This is the only thing 
that we miss, actually — 
our family,” said Sano.

IRAQIS
Continued from page 6

nifi cance, that wouldn’t 
guarantee that the build-
ing would actually be con-
sidered for landmarking, 
a rep said.  But the com-
mission recently  rushed 
to save Sunset Park’s only 
mansion, the Maurice 
Lewis house, from demo-
lition after locals banded 
together against the de-
veloper  who purchased 
it last November for $2.8 
million and planned to 
put up condos on the site, 
proving that the Dyker 
parishioners’ prayers for 
St. Rosalia to be saved are 
not entirely beyond the 
realm of possibility.

Esposito said the 
church has been a corner-
stone of the community — 
and of his own family his-
tory — for his whole life 
and long before it, mak-
ing the impending demo-
lition a personally devas-
tating prospect for him 
and other long-time resi-
dents of the nabe. 

“We always went to 
that church,” he said, 
adding it was the site of 
his grandparents’ bap-
tism and marriage, his 
mother’s funeral, and his 
son’s christening. 

“There was a sense 
of community in that 
church. It’s going to be 
a very sad day when I 
see them knocking it 
down.” 

Continued from page 4

PRAYING

plans to stage four dif-
ferent interpretations of 
“Sinbad the Sailor” in 
May, and hopes to dive 
into some of the book’s 
other stories in another 

production next year, 
said Herskovits.

“Pay No Attention to 
the Girl” at the Doxsee 
Theater (232 52nd St. be-
tween Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park, 
www.targetmargin.org). 
April 2, 4–7, 11–14, 18–21 
at 7:30 pm. $25.

NIGHTS
Continued from page 6
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/
stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net 
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000, www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street, Tribeca, NY 
(212) 941-7661, www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461, (718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Aven., Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke, Franklin Square, NY 11010 
(516) 352-3188 www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, 
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088
www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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Angeles. “It’s a life-affi rm-
ing way to conduct a book 
club.”

The Bushwick Book 
Club formed in 2009, and 
each month since it has 
created musical and artis-
tic responses to a differ-
ent book, said the group’s 
founder. 

“We create new pieces in 
response to the book. It’s a 
little ‘Neerds Gone Wild,’ ” 
said singer-songwriter Su-
san Hwang.

The Gowanus event will 
include musical numbers 
by Hwang and others, an 
art exhibit, and a dance per-
formance based on the hit-
man novel. There will also 
be food and drinks served 
based on specifi c lines from 
the thriller, including “The 
Purist,” which is just selt-
zer water.

One of the musicians 

performing on March 29 
said that having the author 
present for the show helps 
to form a deeper connec-
tion with the audience.

“It’s an interesting way 
to engage the readers,” said 
Jessie Kilguss, who plays 
her songs on a glockenspiel. 
“The fans really like it, and 
it’s a way to bring more to 
the club.”

Over the last nine years, 
the Book Club has tackled 
all sorts of reads, including 
cookbooks, classics, and 
Ames’s 2005 comic novel 
“Wake Up, Sir.” Ames said 
that he is expecting some 
heavier tunes for this ses-
sion than those played in 
response to his previous 
book.

“It will almost be like 
punk rock, I think,” he 
said. 

The songwriters in the 
Book Club said that writ-
ing songs based on an ac-
tion-heavy thriller proved 
easy — and that not all the 

songs will be as serious as 
the book’s subject.

“The genre doesn’t nec-
essarily dictate the style 
of music,” said Kilguss, 
who described the song 
she wrote as “dark folk.” 
“This book is pretty dark, 
but I won’t be surprised if 
we end up with some com-
edy.”

For Hwang, the book’s 
prose, not its genre, in-
spired her to write some 
tunes played on her accor-
dion and buk — a tradi-
tional Korean drum.

“I’m focusing on the re-
ally beautiful images in the 
book,” she said. “His writ-
ing is so present. Images 
and even humor fi nd their 
way in there.”

Bushwick Book Club at 
Mirror in the Woods [575 
Union St. between Nevins 
Street and Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (917) 909–0577, 
www.mirrorinthewoods.
com]. March 29 at 7:30 pm. 
$15. 

the devices can be placed 
on streets that approach 
learning houses, not just 
roads that border them — 
which are the only streets 
state law currently permits 
cameras on, regardless of 
where local offi cials be-
lieve they’d be the most ef-
fective, DeBlasio said.

Mayor DeBlasio claimed 
that if his proposed law was 
already in place, it would 
have allowed speed cam-
eras at the intersection of 
 Ninth Street  and Fifth Av-
enue, which is a few blocks 
away from Park Slope’s MS 
51 and where  Staten Island 
resident Dorothy Bruns 
plowed into fi ve people  on 
March 5, killing 1-year-old 
Joshua Lew and 4-year-
old Abigail Blumenstein, 
and injuring each child’s 
 mother  and another man.    

DeBlasio then demanded 
legislation that suspends 
the vehicle registration of 
cars caught more than fi ve 
times by speed and red-light 
cameras within a two-year 
period. 

Motorists currently cap-
tured speeding or running 
red lights on camera are 
subject to fi nes, which the 
mayor said would increase 
under his proposed law. But 
unlike cops, whose traffi c-

violation summonses come 
with points against indi-
vidual drivers’ licenses, 
the state cannot revoke 
a license for infractions 
caught on fi lm, because 
cameras only record the 
car’s license-place number, 
not the person behind the 
wheel.

The white Volvo Bruns 
was driving, for instance, 
had no less than 12 viola-
tions when she smashed 
into the youngsters,  city 
records show , but none of 
those infractions were dealt 
to the motorist herself.  

Under the mayor’s pro-
posed legislation, registra-
tions for a total of 34,134 
cars would have been sus-
pended  between April 2016 
and March 2017 because 
they were caught more 
than fi ve times on traffi c 

cameras, according to city 
records.

DeBlasio’s third legisla-
tive demand would require 
physicians to notify the De-
partment of Motor Vehicles 
upon diagnosing patients 
with illnesses such as re-
curring seizures —  which 
investigators believe may 
have caused Bruns to slam 
into the victims  — or sud-
den losses of consciousness 
that can impair their driv-
ing ability.

The bill is modeled after 
a law in New Jersey, which 
requires doctors to fi le a 
medical-emergency report 
with the distant state’s mo-
tor-vehicle agency if they 
deem a patient unfi t to 
drive. If passed, New York 
state’s legislation would 
similarly empower its mo-
tor-vehicle agency to re-
voke a person’s license at 
the advice of a doctor.

The mayor’s last pro-
posed law followed simi-
lar legislation introduced 
on March 9 by State Sen. 
Jesse Hamilton (D–Crown 
Heights) and Assembly-
man Robert Carroll (D-
Park Slope), who also 
crafted a bill that would 
put registrations of repeat 
offenders caught on cam-
era in jeopardy, but un-
der less stringent criteria 
than DeBlasio demanded, 
and with no provision to 
increase fi nes.

BILL’S BILLS: Mayor DeBlasio 
proposed new legislation to 
make city streets safer at a 
press conference in Prospect 
Heights on Thursday. 
 CNG / Colin Mixson

MAYOR

BOOK CLUB

Continued from page 1 

Continued from page 1 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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