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SHE’S 
OUT!

Indicted Coney Island pol 
resigns to spend more time 

with defense attorneys
BY JULIANNE MCSHANE

Embattled Assemblywoman 
Pamela Harris resigned from 
her post on April 2, nearly 
three months to the day af-
ter the  Feds charged her with 
stealing thousands of dol-
lars from the city and federal 
storm-recovery agencies . 

Harris (D–Coney Island) 
announced her resignation in 
a letter to Assembly Speaker 
Carl Heastie, writing that it 

had been a 
“privilege” to 
serve in the 
Assembly but 
that she had to 
devote her time 
to dealing with 
the charges 
against her, 

and that she hoped her succes-
sor would be named soon. 

“Unfortunately, recent 
events interfere with my abil-
ity to continue to effectively 
represent my constituents, 
and they deserve full-time at-
tention,” Harris wrote. “I am 
hopeful that my successor will 
be chosen in the near future so 
that my District’s constituents 
will be represented.”  

 But the timing of Harris’s 
resignation ensures that the 
district will be unrepresented 

until after the Nov. 6 election , 
since she announced her res-
ignation  nearly two months 
after the nomination date 
for the April 24 special elec-
tions , which would have tem-
porarily fi lled the seat until 
the fall election. However, one 
election expert who is not in-
volved with the Harris cam-
paign or the election said the 
timing of Harris’s resignation 
will ensure that the election of 
her replacement will be up to 
her constituents, since special 
election challengers are hand-
picked by party bosses rather 
than through primaries.

“Most of the time, people 
resign from offi ce so they can 
effectively help the political 
bosses pick their next succes-
sors — special elections tend 
to favor political bosses and 
rob the people of democracy,” 
said Hank Sheinkopf, who has 
worked with Democratic pols 
including former President 
Bill Clinton and runs Shei-
nkopf Communications, a po-
litical public-relations fi rm. 
“Here’s a case where at least 
there is an election to pick the 
successor to an elected offi cial 
in trouble. It’ll be a primary 
and general election where 

Continued on page 12

BY ADAM LUCENTE
This building is up-and-com-
ing!

A fancy offi ce and retail 
center in Coney Island is 
nearing completion, as its 
spaces are fi lling up with ten-
ants. Cammeby’s seven-story 
glass building on Sheepshead 
Bay Road is now 50-percent 
leased, and one real estate 
broker says it will bring a 
high-end shopping and busi-
ness experience to the heart 
of Coney Island.

“There’s nothing there to 
rent that’s quality. There’s no 
signifi cant retail corridor,” 

said Maria Savidis from Mar-
cus and Millichap real estate. 
“This is trying to change 
things up.”

The property between W. 
Sixth and Eighth streets is 
part of Cammeby’s Neptune/
Sixth residential and commer-
cial development, which also 
includes plans for a 41-story 
residential tower at the site 
of Trump Village Shopping 
Center. Spaces in the new of-
fi ce and retail center became 
available for leasing around 
six months ago, and the ten-
ants currently include a U.S. 
Post Offi ce, I and M Wines 

and Liquor, Danny’s Cafe Ex-
press, and Krupa Card Store. 
The beloved D II department 
store, which  Coney Islanders 
rallied to keep at the location , 
will also move to the new 
building from the Trump Vil-
lage Shopping Center. For 
the rest of the space, the com-
pany is seeking tenants from 
the medical and non-profi t 
worlds, according to a Cam-
meby’s spokeswoman.

But potential occupants 
had better act fast, since there 
are only two storefront spaces 
still available, she said.

S’head Bay Rd. retail center fi lling up

Continued on page 12

Spring ahead!
Iniyah Pardue sports her painted face and cotton candy at the Spring Fling and Easter Tings event at 
the Flatbush Caton Market on March 31. For more on the fun, see page 10. Photo by Taylor Balkom

Pamela Harris AP



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 6–12, 20182    B GM BR

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2018 by Courier Life Publications, 
Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and 
photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent 
with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
A Brooklyn College student is 
organizing a walk in Manhat-
tan on April 15 to raise aware-
ness of multiple sclerosis, a 
central nervous system dis-
order he was diagnosed with 
when he was 18-years-old.

Bensonhurst native Jamil 
Luis Cruz discovered he had 
the disease just months after 
joining the Navy fi ve years 
ago, and since then he has 
been on a mission to change 
the public’s perception of the 
disease.

“When I tell people that I 
have multiple sclerosis, they 
say ‘Are you serious? You 
shouldn’t be as active as you 
are’ or ‘You don’t look like you 
have it,’ ” said Cruz. “I’m very 
lucky I guess because I was di-
agnosed very early.”

Cruz participated in his 
fi rst fund-raising walks for 
multiple sclerosis as a Cub 
Scout before he really under-
stood what the disease was. 
His only knowledge of the ill-
ness then was from a family 
friend who is partially para-
lyzed from it.

“I actually started walk-
ing when I was 8 years old and 
didn’t have MS then,” he said. 
“My Cub Scout pack did a mul-
tiple sclerosis walk every year 
and I didn’t know what that 
was, but I fi gured if everyone 
else was doing it I wanted to do 
it too.”

The annual multiple sclero-
sis walk, led by his Boy Scout 
leader, petered out after fi ve 
years, but shortly after his di-
agnosis, Cruz — by then an Ea-
gle Scout — decided to revive 
it. 

Multiple sclerosis is a 
chronic neurological disease 
affecting the brain and spine. 
It often disrupts the body’s 
nerve functions, causing se-
vere damage and a myriad 
of symptoms affecting vision 
and mobility, but the effects 
can sometimes be subtle. For 
many sufferers, including 

Cruz, the disease is a hidden 
disability unknown to most 
unless disclosed.

The symptoms depend on 
the person and how early the 
disease was diagnosed, accord-
ing to Cruz’s doctor, a neurolo-
gist at New York University 
Langone Hospital — Brooklyn.  

“Regardless of the type of 
disability, especially at early 
stages, symptoms may not al-
ways be physical,” said Dr. 
Nada Abou-Fayssal. “But a 
lot of symptoms that people 
experience prevent someone 
from functioning normally, or 
feeling fatigue and pain that 
could prevent them from hold-
ing a job.”

A side effect that often 
comes with the disease is de-
pression, she added, but said 
that Cruz has remained up-
beat, and can serve as an ex-
ample to others living with 
multiple sclerosis.

“It’s not uncommon that I 
have patients that look good 

when they come to see me, but 
are also dealing with depres-
sion from having a chronic dis-
ease,” she said. “He is an amaz-
ing guy. He’s gone through a 
variety of medications and 
that’s not stopping him. He al-
ways has a great positive atti-
tude and he doesn’t let things 
stop him — he’s a true leader.” 

Cruz’s treatment regimen 
includes taking a half-dozen 
medications — some weekly 
and others twice a year, to 
control his symptoms. He also 
takes anti-depressants and 
is socially active in school, 
church, and with the Boy 
Scouts.

He does not always disclose 
his disorder to everyone he 
meets, but he tries to spread 
the word because he believes 
the more people who know 
about it, the closer research-
ers will be to fi nding a cure.

“I believe I will see a cure 
for multiple sclerosis in my 
lifetime, so I tell as many peo-

ple as I can. I tell my class-
mates after I’ve known them 
for a while, because I do want 
to raise the awareness,” said 
Cruz.

His goal overall is to in-
crease knowledge about his 
disease to rally support for 
research as with other more 
commonly known diseases.

“Let’s say someone comes 
over to you and says ‘donate 
to breast cancer,’ everybody 
would give money, but when 
it comes to multiple sclerosis, 
people ask ‘What’s that?’ ” said 
Cruz. “The more awareness, 
the more people that don’t 
know about it will hopefully 
want to donate. If I can get one 
person who didn’t know about 
multiple sclerosis before to do-
nate, then I’ve done my job.”

“Walk MS” Pier 97 (Hud-
son River Greenway at W. 57th 
Street in Hell’s Kitchen, www.
nationalmssociety.org). April 
15 at 10:30 am. Meet-up at 9:30 
am. Free.

Mail: 
Courier Life
Publications, Inc., 
1 Metrotech Center North 
10th Floor, Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 11201

General Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

News Fax: 
(718) 260-2592

News E-Mail: 
editorial@cnglocal.com

Display Ad Phone: 
(718) 260-8302

Display Ad E-Mail: 
jstern@cnglocal.com

Display Ad Fax: 
(718) 260-2579

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2555

Classified Fax: 
(718) 260-2549

Classified E-Mail: 
classified@cnglocal.com

INSIDE

Your entertainment
guide Page 49

HOW TO REACH US

Police Blotter ..........................8
Letters .................................... 28
Rhymes With Crazy ............30
Standing O ............................34
Harbor Watch ....................... 45

By Adam Lucente

Here’s listening to you, kid!
A Park Slope piano prodigy 

will debut three of his original 
tunes at a concert with the Regina Opera 
Company this weekend. The Company’s 
48th Annual Gala Concert on April 8 
will feature a collection of famous arias, 
Broadway tunes, and the world premiere 
of three songs from 12-year-old Julian 
Raheb. The preteen pianist blooms while 
in front of a keyboard, said Regina’s 
chairwoman.

“He’s shy except for when you put him 
in front of a piano,” said Francine Garber. 
“The keys fly off ’cause he’s so skilled.”

Raheb has played piano with Regina 
before, but the concert this Saturday will 
mark the first time the company has per-

formed the work of the junior composer. 
His songs include a piano and flute 

duet, which Raheb will play alongside flut-
ist Richard Paratley; a second piece with 
lyrics taken from the Langston Hughes 
poem “I, too,” with the pint-sized pianist 
accompanying soprano Courteney Wilds; 
and a third, orchestral tune based on the 
apocalyptic poem “Fire and Ice” by Robert 
Frost. Raheb will also play a short piece by 
Chopin during the concert.

Raheb said he is most excited to hear 
his song of ice and fire performed by the 
company.

“I think the music I wrote really 
matched the poem,” said Raheb. “When 
I hear that poem, I can picture it in my 
mind.”

The first time he heard Frost’s poem, 

said Raheb, he was inspired to set it 
to music. His compositions begin with 
straight-forward tunes, he said.

“Usually I think of a simple melody, 
and then I harmonize it,” he said.

Garber describes Raheb as a “prodigy,” 
and said she was surprised the first time 
she heard his original compositions. 

“I thought it was remarkable a young 
person wrote all that music,” she said. “For 
a young person, his music is quite interest-
ing and melodic.”

She played Raheb’s music for the com-
pany’s orchestra without telling them who 
wrote it. They liked the tunes, she said, 
and were blown away when they found out 
that 12-year-old Raheb was the boy behind 
the notes.

Raheb, who credits Chopin and Bach 

as influences, developed his songwrit-
ing skills with help from the New York 
Philharmonic’s Very Young Composers 
Program, according to his father Jeff. 
The younger Raheb dreams of someday 
playing solo in that famed Philharmonic 
concert hall, but said that for now, he is 
happy to finally showcase his own songs 
for a Brooklyn audience. 

“I like other people hearing my music,” 
said Raheb. “I see what I accomplished 
and all the hard work I put into it.” 

Regina Opera Company’s 48th 
Anniversary Gala Concert at Basilica of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help school audi-
torium (5902 Sixth Ave., between 59th and 
60th streets in Sunset Park, (718) 259–2772, 
www.reginaopera.org). April 8 at 3 pm. $15 
($13 in advance).

Preteen pianist performs original opera pieces

Young at art

The kid’s alright: 12-year-old pia-
nist Julian Raheb will play several 
songs that he wrote himself at 
the Regina Opera Company’s gala 
concert on April 8.  Jeff Raheb

FINDING A CURE: Bensonhurst native Jamil Luis Cruz suffers from multiple sclerosis and is organizing a walk 
next month to raise awareness and change the public perception of what the disease looks like.   
 Photo by Mike Beitchman

WALK WITH PURPOSE
Bensonhurst native organizes walk to help cure nerve disorder
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They really worked up an ap-
petite!

The day before the  St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade fi lled Third 
Avenue , Ridgites took to the 
street on March 24 for the 1.9-
mile “March for Meals” to 
raise money for the Bay Ridge 
Center’s Meals on Wheels pro-
gram. The 23rd-annual event 
raised the highest amount 
ever — close to $20,000 — 
nearly doubling the funds 
raised at the last event. The 
event also drew the greatest 
turnout of all time, according 
to the center’s deputy execu-
tive director. 

“It was a tremendous suc-
cess — it was a beautiful day, 

we had a great turnout,” said 
Todd Fliedner. “We broke all 
records.” 

The staff at the Bay Ridge 
Center currently prepares and 
delivers 650 meals to local se-
niors — seven days a week — 
on seven different routes, in-
cluding a kosher one, Fliedner 
said, adding that the success-
ful fund-raiser and the cen-
ter’s planned move to a larger 
space on Ovington Avenue 
will allow them to eventually 
expand the program and serve 
seniors with different dietary 
needs, including those who eat 
a halal diet. 

The march kicked off at 
the Bay Ridge Center, at the 
corner of Fourth and Oving-

ton avenues, and snaked over 
to Third Avenue, up to 83rd 
Street and Fifth Avenue, and 
then back to the center. Some 
marchers who brought cans 
along with them on the route 
to solicit donations from pass-
ersby raised about $1,500 
along the way, according to 
Fliedner, who added that a 
few local organizations and 
businesses — and even an in-
dividual — donated $1,000 to 
the march, including  Connors 
and Sullivan law fi rm  on Fifth 
Avenue, Grimaldi and Yeung 
Law Firm on Fourth Avenue, 
veterinarian Reed Zaroff, and 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 
where the center is located. 

“That just speaks to our 

community, and how the com-
munity gives back,” Fliedner 
said. 

A senior who attended the 
march and became a regular at 
the Bay Ridge Center over the 
past two years said the whole 

thing went off without a hitch. 
“It went very well — the 

weather was excellent, we 
had a great march, and people 
were receptive and donated to 
the cause,” said Sunset Parker 
Mary Lennon. 

Annual Ridge event raises record-breaking 
funds for nabe’s Meals on Wheels program

SOUL FOOD: (Above) Rev. Paul Knudsen cooked up some beef on the grill 
for after the March for Meals to raise funds with the Bay Ridge Center 
and Meals on Wheels on March 24. (Center) Marchers provided musical 
entertainment along the route. (Left) Mary Lennon, Tony O’Connor, and 
Rachel Marotta participated in the walk. Photos by Caleb Caldwell

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s full speed ahead! 

State pols late on March 30 
passed their much-anticipated 
budget with a provision autho-
rizing use of the streamlined 
design-build process in the 
city-led reconstruction of the 
derelict Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway — a green light that 
should evoke cheers from lo-
cals and motorists across the 
fi ve boroughs, according to an 
advocate.   

“This is a major victory for 
Brooklynites, Staten Island-
ers, and anyone who drives 
on the BQE,” said Brooklyn 
Heights state Sen. Brian Ka-
vanagh, who pushed for au-
thorization of design-build 
in Albany. “It’s an example 
of government stepping up to 
protect New Yorkers, and to 
keep our communities safe.” 

The okay gives the local 
Department of Transporta-
tion permission to solicit one 

bid for the design and con-
struction phases of its project 
to repair a three-tiered, 1.5-
mile stretch of the express-
way from Atlantic Avenue to 
Sands Street, instead of solic-
iting separate offers for each 
part of the fi x.

Consolidating the phases 
will shave about $100 million 
from the repair’s total $1.9-
billion price tag, according to 
design-build proponents, who 
claim the process will also 
cut at least two years from the 
job’s timeline, allowing it to 
end before 2026, the year when 
 transit experts warned they 
would have to boot the thou-
sands of trucks that travel 
the decaying triple cantilever 
daily down local streets  in or-
der to prevent its collapse.  

And with design-build au-
thorization now in the budget, 
Brooklyn Heights residents 
and their neighbors will be 
spared from the massive head-

ache that heavy big-rig traffi c 
on side streets would cause, 
according to Kavanagh, who 
earlier this year  rallied to de-
mand the process  with Assem-
blywoman Jo Anne Simon (D-
Brooklyn Heights) and other 
advocates.  

“We must do everything we 
can to ensure that while we’re 
rebuilding the BQE, we aren’t 
destroying our neighborhoods 
in the process,” he said. “De-
sign-build ensures trucks are 
kept off local roads and stay 
on highways, where they be-
long.”

In January, Gov. Cuomo 
unveiled his  initial draft of the 
fi scal plan without including 
design-build for the express-
way repair , and  his second at-
tempt at the budget  released 
in February also lacked the 
authorization.

But later that month, the 
governor  signaled his support 

FIX IS IN: State electeds on March 30 fi nalized a budget that includes 
authorization of the streamlined design-build procedure in the city’s 
looming reconstruction of the Brooklyn–Queens Expressway’s triple 
cantilever. File photo by Evan Gardner

State passes budget allowing design-build in BQE fi x

Marching for Meals

Continued on page 27
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Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on 
all types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & 
other benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
This hunt was egg-cellent! 

Ridge youngsters and their 
friends from around the bor-
ough convened at Shore Road 
Park on March 30 for a pre-
Easter candy quest sponsored 
by state Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge). One local mom 
trekked all the way from Park 
Slope to the 79th Street park, 
but said the annual Easter tra-
dition was worth the trip. 

“It was a very nice day,” 
said Corliss Bittar, who at-
tended with her 8-year-old 
daughter, Emily. 

When the kids weren’t run-
ning around grabbing the 
coral-colored, candy-fi lled 
eggs, they met the Easter 
Bunny, got their faces painted, 
danced to music, and played 
with personalized balloon an-
imals. 

One mom who took her 

tyke said that even though he 
was too young to take part in 
the mad dash for the eggs, he 
still had fun meeting the Bun-
ny-in-Chief and enjoying the 
sunshine. 

“We walked around, met 
the Easter Bunny,” said Lisa 
Stone, who brought her nearly 
2-year-old son Christian to 
take part in the fun. “It was 
nice to be outside and enjoy 
the nice weather.” 

What a sugar rush

EASTER FUN: (Above) Lisa Stone enjoyed the sunshine and sugar with 
her nearly 2-year-old son, Christian, at the egg hunt. (Center) Volunteers 
Basmalah Ghahin, Kassidy Burny, and Christopher Lovie helped make the 
event happen. (Left) Evolved egg-hunting youngsters averse to candy 
had the chance to snatch up some other, non-sugary prizes.  
 Photos by Jordan Rathkopf

Ridge kids make a mad dash for candy at egg hunt
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WE’RE IMPROVING 
QUALITY AND SAFETY 
 FOR EVERY PATIENT.

AT NYU LANGONE 
HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN

NYU LANGONE HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN 150 55TH STREET, SUNSET PARK
Our reputation for quality and safety is what distinguishes us as one of the premier health systems in the country.  

Simply put, you cannot provide world-class care without a continuous commitment to the most stringent quality  

standards and the safest protocols for every patient. We’ve brought those standards to our hospital in Brooklyn.  

Our goal is to provide the residents of Brooklyn and Staten Island the level of care NYU Langone Health is known for,  

closer to where they live. To learn more, visit nyulangone.org.
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INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Law Offices of 

RACHEL L. KAYLIE, P.C.

OFFICES ARE EASILY ACCESSIBLE BY:

MUNICIPAL PARKING LOT AVAILABLE.

PHONE
718.615.9000 

1702 Avenue Z, Suite 205,  
Brooklyn, NY 11235 rachel@kaylielaw.com  

www.kaylielaw.com

Contact us for a FREE consultation
DAY, EVENING AND WEEKEND APPOINTMENTS ARE AVAILABLE.

NO RECOVERY, NO FEE
Car Accidents  

Motorcycle Accidents  
Workplace Accidents  

Slip and Fall Wrongful Death  
Personal Injury

GENERAL PRACTICE OF LAW
Personal Injury, Motor Vehicle 

Accidents, Trip and Fall
Accidents, Contruction Accidents  

 

BANKRUPTCY
Get the experienced and affordable legal representation 

Dont let the insurance companies win. Find out if you could be entitled to compensation 
for your injuries with a free legal consultation, and pay no fees until after settlement.

B Q B4, B36, B49 BUSES

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Now he’s the one in trouble. 

Ethics watchdogs slapped 
Brooklyn’s embattled former 
top prosecutor with the high-
est fi ne ever dealt by the city 
for illegal campaign-related 
activities, after he admitted 
to abusing his government e-
mail during a contentious 2013 
re-election bid he ultimately 
lost.

Former District Attorney 
Charles Hynes, a Flatbush na-
tive who ran the offi ce from 
1990 to 2014, sent more than 
5,000 electronic missives to 
newspapers, campaign man-
agers, political consultants, 
donors, allies, employees and 
a New York State Supreme 
Court judge from his munici-
pal account in an attempt to 
defeat opponent Ken Thomp-
son — who won the race, but 
 died from cancer just two 
years into his term in 2016 . 

And on March 23, members 
of the city’s Confl ict of Interest 
Board delivered the $40,000 
fi ne to Hynes after investigat-
ing hundreds of his e-mails 
— the panel’s biggest penalty 
of its kind, according to the 
board.

The largest fi ne delivered 
by the watchdog group, for 
$84,000, was issued to former 
New York City sheriff Kerry 
Katsorhis in 1998, after he 
stood trial for ethics viola-
tions,  records show .   

The Confl ict of Interest 
Board also slapped four of 
Hynes’s then employees in the 
district attorney’s offi ce — one 
of whom still works as a prose-
cutor under District Attorney 
Eric Gonzalez — with fi nes 
for $6,000, $4,500, $3,000, and 
$1,000. 

One of the staffers fessed 
up to knowingly using her 
government e-mail to fi re off 

the campaign’s responses to a 
Village Voice  report  alleging 
Hynes received donations that 
infl uenced the prosecution of 
a case, and to criticism of the 
former district attorney’s re-
lationship with the  disgraced 
former Assemblyman Vito Lo-
pez , who died in 2015. 

Another — who received 
the stiffest of the fi nes dealt to 
Hynes’ employees — claimed 
at the time that he didn’t know 
using his municipal account 
for campaign business was 
wrong.

Hynes — who  the Feds also 
investigated in 2014  for possi-
bly misusing public funds to 
run his failed 2013 re-election 
bid, before  dropping the probe  
— took full responsibility 
for violating the city’s ethics 
codes, and apologized to those 
underlings who bore the brunt 
of his wrongdoing.

“In the midst of a fever-

ishly contested primary race, 
I made the mistake of using 
my city e-mail for campaign-
related matters,” he said in 
a statement. “If anyone is to 
blame for this, it should be me 

and me alone.”
But Hynes’s hefty penalty 

is a small price to pay com-
pared to the millions of dol-
lars taxpayers forked over in 

OUCH!: City ethics watchdogs slapped former District Attorney Charles 
Hynes with the largest fi ne they’ve ever issued for illegal campaign-re-
lated activities. File photo by Arthur De Gaeta

A FINE MESS!
Ethics board deals record fi ne to former DA 

for abusing offi ce during fi nal campaign

Continued on page 16
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AT NYU LANGONE 
HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN

WE’RE CREATING 
ELECTRONIC RECORDS  

FOR ALL OUR PATIENTS.

NYU LANGONE HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN 150 55TH STREET, SUNSET PARK
At NYU Langone Health, our patients and healthcare providers are just better connected. As a patient here, you and  

your medical providers have access to your electronic health record, no matter which NYU Langone location you visit. 

This is how world-class care is delivered and managed today. And this is how it’s done at every NYU Langone Health 

facility. To learn more, visit nyulangone.org.
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Worked up a sweat
Police arrested a man who they 

say stole a woman’s purse at an 86th 
Street gym on March 31 and then 
used her credit cards to rack up 
nearly $400 in charges. 

The woman told offi cers she 
was exercising at the gym between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues just before 
10 am, when the theft occurred. The 
woman’s bank notifi ed her of the 
charges, and police caught up with 
the man at the second store where 
he tried to use the card, where they 
allegedly found him with the plastic 
at the register, according to the po-
lice report. 

Mystery theft 
A crook broke into a man’s car 

parked on 97th Street on March 26. 
The baddie entered the car 

parked between Marine Avenue 
and Shore Road at around 7:30 am, 
police said. The stolen contents are 
unknown, but there were were no 
signs of forced entry on the car, ac-
cording to the report. 

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Knifed up
A crook threatened an employee 

of a Bath Avenue bodega with a 
knife on March 28, and then stole 
$1,000 cash from the register. 

The victim told police he was 
in the bodega between Bay Park-
way and Bay 31st Street just before 
1 am when the lout threatened him 
with the blade and struck him with 
a knife sharpener, causing swelling 
and bruising to his forehead and a 
laceration to his left hand. 

The pilferer then raided the reg-
ister before fl eeing on Bath Avenue 
towards Bay Parkway, while the 
victim went to Maimonides Hospi-
tal for treatment, offi cers noted.

Scammers beware 
A phone scammer swindled a 

14th Avenue woman out of $8,800 on 
March 29. 

The liar called up the woman, 
who lives at 77th Street, at around 2 
pm, and told her she owed $8,800 for 
computer repairs, according to the 
police report. The perp them com-
manded the victim to buy $5,000 in 
Best Buy gift cards, relay the gift 
card numbers over the phone, and 
then deposit $3,800 into an account 
at a nearby bank, all of which she 
did, she told offi cers. 

Not-so-super market 
A dastardly duo threatened a 

man with a knife at a Bath Avenue 
grocery store on April 1, where they 
stole $700 in cash and cigarettes.

The employee told police he was 
in the grocer between Bay 31st 
Street and Bay 32nd Street just be-
fore 9:15 pm when one fl ashed the 
knife at him and the other pinned 
him against the wall before going 
through his pockets and stealing 
the cash and cigs.

72ND PRECINCT 
SUNSET PARK–WINDSOR TERRACE

Sunset Park Five 
Police arrested a pack of fi ve sus-

pects who they say severely beat up 
a man on Third Avenoe March 31 
and then barricaded themselves in-
side a motorcycle hangout when po-
lice arrived. 

The man was between 57th and 
58th streets at around 7:15 am when 
the suspects beat him up, breaking 
his eye socket, before stealing $300, 
a gold chain, and a wrist watch, cops 
allege.

Crashing while drunk 
Cops cuffed a woman who alleg-

edly crashed into three parked cars 
while driving drunk on 59th Street 
on March 25. 

The woman crashed into the 
cars between Third and Fourth av-
enues just after 8:45 pm, and police 
arrested her shortly after, accord-
ing to the police report. 

Bounced 
A lout swindled a 31st Street resi-

dent out of $1,700 on March 19 when 
he wrote her a bogus check — and 
then requested she wire some of the 
money back to him, she reported to 
police on March 26.

The woman, who lives between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues, told po-
lice she received the faux check for 
$2,450 for a business deal, and the 
perp contacted her soon after claim-
ing he wrote the check for more 
money than he meant to, and re-
quested she wire the difference of 
$1,719 to him in return. The woman 
did, but two days later, the original 

check bounced, cops said. 

Corner store 
Police arrested a woman who 

they say was loitering on Third Av-
enue to prostitute herself on March 
28. 

The woman was waiting at 59th 
Street around 10 am, when she of-
fered one male passerby oral sex for 
$10, according to the report, and po-
lice arrested her later the same day. 

1-2-3-4 punch 
Cops cuffed a man who they 

say punched a man in the face four 
times on Fourth Avenue on March 
30 for not giving him a dollar.

Authorities the victim was at 
57th Street just after 6 am when the 
suspect approached him from be-
hind and commanded that he hand 
over a dollar. 

When the victim refused, the 
suspect socked him in the face four 
times, breaking his eye glasses in 
the process, cops said. 

The victim suffered substantial 
pain, bruising, and swelling, ac-
cording to offi cers.  

  — Julianne McShane

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Car assault
Cops cuffed a woman who they 

say hit a man with her car after try-
ing to fl ee the scene of a crash on W. 
Eighth Street on March 30. 

The victim told authorities he 
and the woman were involved in a 
collision near Surf Avenue at 3:45 
pm when the woman tried to fl ee. 
The victim said he tried to stop her 
from doing so when she allegedly 
hit him with her car, causing pain 
to his back, police reported.

Train to hell
A good-for-nothing robbed a boy 

at knife-point near the Ocean Park-
way train station on March 24.

The 13-year-old boy told police he 
was exiting the station on the cor-
ner of W. Brighton Avenue at 8 pm 
when a man pulled a knife on him 
and took his Samsung S7 cellphone. 

The man then fl ed towards Surf Av-
enue, leaving the victim uninjured, 
cops said.

Tool theft
A nogoodnik stole a bunch of 

tools from a car parked on Ocean 
Drive East on March 26. 

The victim told police he parked 
his vehicle near Seacoast Terrace 
at 5 pm, and when he returned 10 
minutes later, found that someone 
had taken two saws and electronics 
from the back of the car.

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Car robbery fi asco
Two miscreants stole a deliv-

ery man’s car on Brown Street on 
March 29.

The victim said he was deliver-
ing food to a customer near Ave-
nue T and saw a man in front of the 
home. 

A second man then came out of a 
white vehicle and both men grabbed 
him and held him on the ground, po-
lice reported. 

Someone at the address opened 
the door, so one the goons fl ed in the 
white car towards Avenue S while 
the other got into the victim’s Toy-
ota Highlander and also drove off 
towards Avenue S, according to the 
police report. 

They took the food, too, the vic-
tim told cops.

Police said the victim was not in-
jured, and that a search of the area 
did not yield any results.

Cash theft
A good-for-nothing stole cash 

from a woman on E. 24th Street 
sometime between March 23 and 
26.

The victim said she left her 
house near Avenue Z on March 23 at 
8 am. When she returned at 5 pm on 
March 26, she found two bedrooms 
in her home ransacked and $250 
missing, cops said. She told offi cers 
that the thief entered through the 
kitchen window.

Punk steals iPad
A punk stole a woman’s iPad 

from an E. 18th Street apartment on 
March 30. 

The victim told authorities she 
left her home near Avenue T at 9:45 
am, and when she got back at 2:45 
pm, noticed her silver iPad was 
missing. 

Police said the thief got in 
through a bedroom window. 

— Adam Lucente

Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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NYU LANGONE HOSPITAL–BROOKLYN 150 55TH STREET, SUNSET PARK
We’re modernizing. We’ve already created a state-of-the-art Designated Epilepsy Unit and cutting-edge surgical and 

radiology suites. And soon, we’ll be opening a brand-new Perlmutter Cancer Center in Sunset Park, as well as updated 

environments for several services including mother/baby and neurology/neurosurgery. Because ultimately,  

world-class care needs a world-class campus. To learn more, visit nyulangone.org.
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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
Dozens of shoppers and their 
kids took part in a pre-Easter 
celebration at the Flatbush 
Caton Market on March 31. 

At “Spring Fling and Eas-
ter Tings,” out-and-about lo-
cals at the market got to shop, 
and let their kids partake in 
a few fun activities, said the 
event’s face-painter.

“It was a success. I really 
loved seeing people in the 
community come out,” said 

Gabrielle Robergeau, who 
runs the professional enter-
tainment venture Fame and 
Fête with her mother Gail. 
“People would walk past us 
by themselves, and then they 
would come back again with 
their kids — and they really 
loved it.”

Robergeau painted 15 
doe-eyed canvasses, and her 
mother served them cotton 
candy and a variety of fl a-
vored popcorn. She said that 

the Caribbean-themed mar-
ket, which opened in Janu-
ary, is the perfect place to do 
a cultural spin on all sorts of 
holidays, and it is fi nally be-
coming familiar to its neigh-
bors.

“My mom and I are from 
Trinidad and Tobago and we 
love to see the culture, and 
I think having these events 
is great to the benefi t of the 
community,” said Rober-
geau. 

Flatbush Caton Market celebrates springtime

SPRING FEST: (Above) Gail Robergeau spins cotton candy for shoppers with 
a sweet tooth. (Center) Izzy Pemberton waits for his treat. (Left) Gabrielle 
Robergeau, left, gives young Iniyah Pardue a new look by painting a design 
on her face. Photos by Taylor Balkom
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Will your child be 5 by December 31, 2018?

2018-19 Registration is Open 
in the Catholic academies and parish schools in Queens and Brooklyn
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It’s time for

����������
����������
���������	��
������������	�����	�������	�����

����������
�����
����	������������

Tuition Assistance Available  
Apply by April 30, 2018 at www.futuresineducation.org

Get your blood pressure checked regularly for free  
at a pharmacy near you.  

High blood pressure doesn’t usually have noticeable symptoms.  
If uncontrolled, it can lead to heart attack and stroke.   

1 IN 4 NEW YORKERS  
HAS  HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE.

DON’T GO UNCHECKED. 

Visit nyc.gov/health/map�������� 
a participating pharmacy near you. 

Bill de Blasio
Mayor 

Mary T. Bassett, MD, MPH
Commissioner
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FLIPFLIP

Member FDIC

1.80%

PLATINUM SAVINGS

On Balances Below $100,000

APY1

2.10%

16 MONTH CD

$2,500 Minimum Balance

APY2

(1) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 3/26/18 and subject to change 
without notice.  A minimum balance of $0.01 is required to open account.  The 
account will be charged a minimum balance fee of $8.00 each statement cycle 
if the average daily balance for that cycle falls below $2,500.  Fees can reduce 
earnings. Account balances between $0.01 and $99,999.99 earn 1.80% APY on the 
entire balance.  Account balances $100,000 and over earn 0.90% APY on the entire 
balance.  Transaction limitations apply, see an account representative for details.  
New money is required to open a Platinum Savings. New money is defined as 
funds not currently on deposit at Northfield Bank.

(2) Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of 03/26/18 and subject to change 
without notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 to open account.  All account balances 
above $0.01 will earn the stated APY.  There is a substantial penalty for early CD 
withdrawals. Fees could reduce earnings. New money is required to open a 16 
month CD.  New money is defined as funds not currently on deposit at Northfield 
Bank. The maximum account balance for the 16 Month CD is $250,000.

(718) 448-1000

OPEN ONLINE @ ENORTHFIELD.COM 

OR VISIT ANY BRANCH LOCATION!

voters can actually have a choice.”
Harris herself came to power in 

a special election in November 2015, 
three months after the sudden resig-
nation of Alec Broc-Krasny, who was 
 indicted last year for his alleged role 
in an illegal scheme to funnel millions 
of narcotic painkillers onto the black 
market and rip off the healthcare sys-
tem . The following year, Harris de-
feated Republican challenger Lucretia 
Regina-Potter in the regular election 
with nearly 57 percent of the vote. 

Regina-Potter told this paper that it 
was unfortunate that the district was 
plagued with yet another pol caught 
up in allegations of illegal activity, and 
fl oated the idea that Harris may have 
delayed her resignation until after the 
state budget passed in order to fun-
nel more money to local organizations 
connected to her. 

“It’s sad that this had to happen to our 
beleaguered 46th District — this is the 
second assembly member in a row that 
had to resign,” she said. “It should’ve 
been a long time ago that she resigned. 
The timing was a little convenient too, 
right after the budget — how much 
money did the 46th District get, and was 
it allocated already, or is it going to be al-
located to certain groups that the former 
assemblywoman was partial to?”

Harris’s lawyer confi rmed to this 
paper that the former assemblywoman 
specifi cally waited to resign in order 
to vote on the budget to secure funds 
for the district. 

“Now that Assemblywoman Harris 
has fulfi lled her important obligation 
to her constituents and voted on the 
state budget, she has resigned to fully 

address her pending case,” Jerry Gold-
feder said. 

Lucretia-Potter said she wouldn’t 
rule out running for the seat, but Shei-
nkopf said a Black candidate would 
have the best shot running in the di-
verse district if enough of the popula-
tion turned out to vote. 

“Candidates who represent each of 
the ethnic and racial factions will ap-
pear, but the Blacks will be important, es-
pecially if there’s suffi cient anger among 
the Black population over the New York 
City Housing Authority and the Coney 
Island rezoning, and Blacks turn out,” he 
said. “A single Black candidate can prob-
ably win against everybody else.” 

Sheinkopf added that some political 
operatives may see the seat as a step-
ping stone to higher offi ce — including 
borough president — due to the dis-
trict’s diversity, but that the important 
point is the fact that locals would elect 
Harris’s successor in a fair process.  

“This will be seen by some as an in-
dication of who has political strength 
to run for borough president, as well,” 
he said. “But what is signifi cant here is 
that there will be democracy — you’ll 
have an election without a fi x, and the 
public will get a choice.”

Harris could face several decades in 
jail if convicted on all charges, with 30 
years just for the top charge of lying to 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. Her trial is set to begin in July, 
 according to the New York Times .

Heastie’s communications director 
Michael Whyland told this paper that 
at least one of Harris’s district offi ces 
in Bay Ridge or Coney Island would re-
main open and staffed until the seat is 
fi lled to ensure Harris’s constituents 
receive services, but said he did not yet 
have details on which offi ce would be 
staffed or by whom.

Continued from cover

HARRIS

The 41-story apartment tower, 
which will be on Neptune Avenue be-
tween W. Fifth and W. Sixth streets, 
will also include a one-story retail 
center with parking on the roof. Con-
struction began there at the end of 
2017, and tenants will include CVS 
Pharmacy, Capital One and Apple 
Bank, among others, the spokes-
woman said. 

Getting 50 percent of the commer-
cial space fi lled in roughly six months 
is impressive, according to Savidis, 
who said that Coney Island’s retail 
scene has been hurt by the growth of 
online sellers in recent years.

“I think it’s smart to put it there near 
the train. Retail has taken a bit of a hit,” 
she said. “There aren’t many rentals 
because of the e-commerce market.”

Savidis added that a seven-story 
shopping and business space is not 
common on the island.

“It’s unheard of,” she said. “Every-
thing is single-story over there.”

The executive director of the Alli-
ance for Coney Island, which champi-
ons turning the neighborhood into a 

year-round destination, is delighted to 
see tenants piling in.

“This is a great rate and we’re ex-
cited to see it open,” said Alexandra 
Silversmith. 

There is a desire for more shopping 
spots on Coney Island, according to 
the local business booster. 

“I think there is a need for more re-
tail options in Coney Island and expect 
that they will be frequented,” she said.

The building’s construction is cur-
rently wrapping up, and tenants will 
be able to move in starting at the end 
of April, according to the Cammeby’s 
spokeswoman. 

ALMOST DONE: The seven-story offi ce and 
retail center on Sheepshead Bay Road from 
the developer Cammeby’s is now 50-percent 
leased, and tenants will be able to move in 
by the end of the month.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Continued from cover

RETAIL
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Still Jewish Family owned
and Independently operated

We are pleased to announce that PARKSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC 
has relocated it’s funeral home to 

1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY (1 block from Kings Highway)

Our Helpful and experienced staff remains the same

Our telephone number remains the same

718-338-1500
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HOME FOR SALE BY OWNER 415K 3BED STATEN ISLAND 
Beautiful Townhouse close to the Staten Island Ferry. Private 
community with gated entrance. $95/month HOA fees. 
Second Floor includes 3 Bedrooms with Vaulted Ceilings or 
Skylight Windows and a Full Bath. First floor includes 1/2 Bath, 
Living/Dining Room Combo with Fully Remodeled Kitchen, 
New Stainless-Steel Appliances INCLUDED. Finished Basement 
includes a Laundry/Mud Room, Washer and Dryer included 
and a Large Room with 2 Large Storage Closets. Small floating 
fire proof deck in backyard, patio set included. Freshly 
repainted, hardwood floors throughout, newly installed 
bathroom vanities. CONTACT OWNER AT 347-634-2608 

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

BY COLIN MIXSON
Talk about a magical evening!

A cadre of local conjurers 
enchanted an audience with 
tricks and tales straight out of 
Coney Island’s fabled theme-
park district, which was once 
a magic Mecca for both up-
and-coming and world-famous 
performers, according to a 
historian.

“The show was very much 
about the heritage of the magic 
at Coney Island,” said Richard 
Cohn, a student of Kings Coun-
ty’s magical past who prac-
tices the art regularly at the 
Coney Island Museum. “For 
a lot of people, it was a stop on 
their road to fame.”

Cohn joined a panel of 
professional tricksters at the 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch for a March 28 
event where the magicians dis-
cussed Coney’s famed wizards 
of yesteryear — including leg-

endary escape artist Harry 
Houdini, sleight-of-hand ex-
pert Dai Vernon, and Brook-
lyn-born entertainer Al 
Flosso, among others — all of 
whom once graced stages at 
the neighborhood’s Luna Park 
and Dreamland, before a fi re 
burned down that amusement 
park in 1911.

Journalist and magician 
Herb Scher directed the ban-
ter among the panelists — 
who also included the dean 
of the Society of American 
Magicians, George Schindler, 
and Mark Mitton, a sorcerer 
with tricks featured in fi lms, 
on Broadway, and in Cirque 
du Soleil shows — before they 
performed century-old acts 
that still dazzled the modern-
day crowd.

Mitton conjured coins out 
of thin air showing off a stunt 
made famous by Flosso called 
the “Miser’s Dream,” and Cohn 

displayed a series of silk-scarf 
tricks perfected by the one-
time publisher of “Magician’s 
Magazine,” Jean Hugard, 
who also performed in Coney 
and wrote “Silken Sorcery,” a 
book about — you guessed it — 
silk-scarf tricks. The local his-
torian also wowed watchers 

with his sleight of hand when 
he reconstructed scraps of a 
print edition of the Brooklyn 
Paper into a fully intact broad-
sheet before their eyes.

And even the tricksters re-
ceived some surprises at the 
event, according to Cohn, who 
said he was shocked when one 

attendee revealed her magical 
lineage to him following the 
showcase.

“When I was a kid, I had a 
magic mentor — a doctor in 
Brooklyn — and his grand-
daughter showed up,” he said. 
“When she said his name, I al-
most dropped on the fl oor.”

TA-DA!

SILK SKILLS: (Clockwise from left) Magician Richard Cohn treated crowds at Brooklyn Public Library on March 
28 to silk scarf tricks. Mark Mitton performs a coin-in-the-can gag with Park Slope resident Kevin Cho. George 
Schindler sawed an audience member in half! Photos by Jason Speakman

Sorcerers enthrall with stunts and 
stories from magical Coney Island
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EYE SPECIALISTS
Reich Center for Eye Care
Raymond Reich MD., Isaac Reich, MD.

Protect Your Precious Eyesight

THE SKILLS YOU NEED
THE WISE JUDGMENT YOU WANT 

THE NAME YOU TRUST

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
MANAGEMENT AND TREATMENT OF ALL EYE DISORDERS

Our best memories begin
with a single day at the beach...

Experience the whole summer

Summer
2018

SACA First Grade 
students rolled up their 
sleeves and got an early 
start on their spring 
planting on March 27th 
when they worked in 
the St. Anselm court-
yard taking turns plant-
ing lettuce seeds. STEM 
teacher Christine Deem 
and First Grade teacher 
Josephine Ghorra in-
troduced the activity by 
asking the children to 
describe what plants need to grow.  
The children discussed the need 
for water, sunlight, air and nutri-
ents found in soil.  The teachers also 
asked the children if they thought 
the seeds could survive outside in 
the cold overnight temperatures of 
early spring.  It was decided that the 
safest place for the developing seeds 
was a sunny window inside.

The result was 4 egg cartons 
which were sent home with four stu-
dent volunteers who agreed to pro-
vide the necessary TLC to the seeds 
over the Easter break.  In addition, 
each child was given a cup of soil 
and allowed to plant more lettuce 
seeds for a lettuce “crop” at home.

Once the planting was finished, 
the teachers shared some exciting 
news:  Fr. Stephen Saffron, has hap-
pily agreed to provide space in his 
garden so the young gardeners can 
experience the planting process 
from seed to table. The children 
will bring the egg carton seedlings 
back after the break, so they can 
be planted in Fr. Stephen’s garden 
at the appropriate time (after the 
last chance of frost).  We wish the 
young farmers luck with their crop 
and thank the teachers for organiz-
ing this fun, educational activity.  
A special thanks to Fr. Stephen for 
sharing his garden with the chil-
dren. 

E D U C A T I O N  P R O F I L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

St. Anselm Catholic Academy First 
Graders Get a Jump on Spring Planting
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
 The state Senate passed a bill on March 
29  to prevent police offi cers who have 
sex with people in their custody from 
claiming that their prisoners con-
sented to the conduct.

The bill, passed as part of the state 
budget, makes a person in custody un-
able to consent to a sexual relationship 
with a police offi cer, according to a 
rep for bill sponsor state Sen. Andrew 
Lanza (R–Staten Island), clos-
ing the legal loophole 
exploited by two 
city detectives  ac-
cused of raping 
an 18-year-old 
woman in Co-
ney Island, only 
to later claim the 
sex was consen-
sual . 

The woman’s 
lawyer said his cli-
ent hopes the new 
law would help spur 
reform sexual miscon-
duct in police depart-
ments nationwide, but that 
he doubted it would prevent 
people from actually committing 
rape, and would merely eliminate 
the possibility of using consent as a de-
fense. 

“We’re glad that the law passed, be-
cause it’s defi nitely a step in the right 
direction, to change the police culture 
regarding sexual misconduct,” said 
Michael David. 

“We hope it gets passed in the 34 
other states [where the loophole still 
exists]. But if someone’s going to rape, 
they’re not going to look at the laws. I 
don’t think it’s going to make a differ-
ence in those cases.” 

David said lasting reform would 
have to come from within the culture 
of police departments, and ideally be-
gin at the hiring process by more thor-
oughly vetting candidates — perhaps 
by evaluating their social media ac-
counts.

“They have to do a much better job 

vetting the individuals — they really 
have to vet their social media,” David 
said. “Social media is going to show 
their attitude towards women, it’s go-
ing to show a lot of their social habits. 
I think that’s a major factor with this 
whole sexual misconduct thing. We 
have to change the culture at NYPD.”

The detectives’ lawyers in the case 
tried to make the same argument 
against the woman,  claiming “provoc-

ative” photos and messages on 
her Instagram and 

Twitter accounts 
proved she was 
not a “depressed 
victim of a vicious 
rape,”  but Da-
vid said the stan-
dards should be 
different for pro-
spective police of-

fi cers, and that the 
defendants’ refer-

ences to the woman’s 
social media accounts 

were an attempt to un-
dermine her account of 

what happened.
“It doesn’t matter what’s on 

her social media,” he said. “Any-
thing relating to smearing [victims], 

they have to change it and have new 
laws regarding the defense when they 
try to go against rape victims.” 

 Councilman Mark Treyger (D–Co-
ney Island) led the charge  locally to 
close the legal loophole  beginning last 
October , a month after the cops were 
accused.  Treyger tweeted  the day af-
ter the bill passed that he was commit-
ted to making sure a similar incident 
could never occur again, and that he 
was glad other advocates had joined 
the cause.  

“This horrifi c rape outraged our 
community, and from day one I have 
made it clear I would do whatever it 
took to advocate for common sense 
consent laws to make sure that this 
could never happen again,” Treyger 
wrote. “Grateful to all the advocates 
that joined this fi ght.” 

Loophole closed
Albany passes bill blocking cops 

claiming sexual consent from prisoners

settlements the city made with people 
wrongfully convicted under his more 
than two-decade tenure.

A  conviction-review unit  Thomp-
son established in 2014 has since ex-

onerated 24 individuals — about half 
of whom were convicted before Hynes 
was fi rst elected — and those decisions 
resulted in a whopping $101,903,125 in 
reparations to wrongful-conviction 
victims, according to records this 
newspaper obtained from Comptroller 
Scott Stringer’s offi ce through a Free-
dom of Information Law request.

HYNES

FOR SECURIT Y PURPOSES, NO BACK PACKS ALLOWED. R ANDOM SECURIT Y AND BAG CHECKS. AN ACTIVIT Y OF THE GRE ATER NE W YORK AUTOMOBILE DE A LERS ASSOCIATION.
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 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555

Continued from page 6 
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Inquire within now!  

917.444.3043

B Q B82B7

SPRING INTO YOUR 
SUMMER BODY NOW!

The ELITE PROTOCOL

Every Angle

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required
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Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com
Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com
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CALL TODAY! 844-621-4863

SWITCH TO DISH & GET:

$50
Gift Card!

(Courtesy of Satellite Deals)

FREE
Premium Channels!

for 3 mos.

FREE
Installation!

(up to 6 rooms)

EXPIRES SOON:

Goldberg Sager & Associates
Attorneys at Law

1628 Kings Highway (at East 17th Street), Brooklyn, NY 11229

   718-645-6677  

Injured?
Need a Lawyer?

Auto  Bus  Truck  Taxi
Subway Accidents  Slip/Trip & Fall

Nursing Home Neglect  Wrongful Death

FREE CASE CONSULTATION
on all accident cases

Also handling 
Contested/
Uncontested Divorces, 
Child Support, 
Custody, 
Visitation, Paternity, 
Real Estate Closings, 
Wills, Probate & 
Estates, Elder Law,
Traffi c Court

www.attorneynow.com
www.lawday.com

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They followed in his footsteps.

Hundreds of devout Catholics pro-
cessed across the Brooklyn Bridge 
behind a massive wooden cross on 
March 30 to commemorate the fi nal 
journey Jesus took before the Romans 
crucifi ed him.

Many participants in the 23rd-an-
nual Way of the Cross march started 
their Good Friday — the day Jesus 
died, according to the Bible — at Down-
town’s Cathedral Basilica of Saint 
James, where they began their journey 
alongside such esteemed clergymen as 
Brooklyn’s top Catholic, Bishop Nich-
olas DiMarzio, and his colleague Car-
dinal Timothy Dolan, who heads the 
Archdiocese of New York, before walk-
ing over the borough’s namesake span 
and picking up more celebrants along 
the way, according to a marcher.

“It’s beautiful to see people liter-

ally from all walks of life in New York 
City,” said Christopher Vath, a mem-
ber of the Catholic faith-based group 
Communion and Liberation, which 
stages the event each year. “We had a 
good crowd.”

Vath directed a roughly 30-person 
choir that marched behind other Com-
munion and Liberation offi cials as 
they led the more than 1,000-person 
procession over the bridge, stopping 
fi ve times along the way to sing tradi-
tional hymns such as “What Wondrous 
Love is This” as well as folk and other 
Easter songs, he said.

“We sort of mix it up, it’s a good 
mix,” Vath said.

The event preceding Easter Sunday 
concluded at another Roman Catholic 
house of worship on the distant isle of 
Manhattan, after the last of the cele-
brants stepped off the span in the outer 
borough.

Walking the walk
Cross-bearing Catholics traverse Bklyn Bridge 

to honor Jesus’s journey to crucifi xion 

LEADING THE WAY: Hundreds of devout Catholics followed faith leaders across the Brook-
lyn Bridge on Good Friday during the annual procession, Way of the Cross.  
 Photo by Taylor Balkom
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If you smell gas, call 911 or 
 our hotline at 718-643-4050.

Know who to
call when you

smell gas.
Natural gas emergencies can happen 
anywhere, anytime, and it’s up to you  

and your nose to help.

www.brfcu.org
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20 Month CD

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in 
effect when you make your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early 
withdrawal which may reduce earnings.  Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown 
above is $20,000.  $250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  All other accounts insured to 

$250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  
Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

APY*

Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 
back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 
perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 
disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 
similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 
40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 
DRX9000TM, an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back 
pain without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM 

works... “Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice 
an unexpected result of space travel: Astronauts that 
left with back pain would come back without it. After 
investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission there 
were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 
and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel 
through space, the effects of gravity are removed 
and you are in a weightless state. All the pressure is 
taken off your spine and discs. Even better — and 
this is the key — a negative pressure is created. This 
negative pressure actually sucks the herniated material 
back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 

DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a 
non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-
mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herniated 
and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degenerative 
disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse or failure 
following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 
appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 
office at 718 234-6200 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

S f i d 3

DRX9000TM

Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY

RELIEVES BACK PAIN
BREAKTHROUGH TECHNOLOGY
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective March 23, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at 
current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the 
Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between 
$25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must 
maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective March 23, 2018. Annual percentage yield 
assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing 
Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject 
to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised 
rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA 
accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Maximum
Money Markety

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1

13-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.00%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

60-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.87%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

BY JULIANNE CUBA
And they’re off!

Cyclists can now start ped-
aling through some Kings 
County intersections 10 sec-
onds before the drivers next 
to them, city transit leaders 
announced this week at one 
of those junctures in Boerum 
Hill. The head start, which al-
ready exists for pedestrians at 
more than 2,000 crosswalks 
across the fi ve boroughs, 
makes it safer for bike riders 
because it allows motorists to 
see them before they put pedal 
to metal, according to a local 
civic guru.

“It allows someone on a 
bike to get into a driver’s fi eld 
of vision,” said Eric McClure, 
the head of Community Board 
6’s Transportation Committee, 
who also runs the street-safety 
group StreetsPAC. “Just a sig-
nifi cant improvement — gives 
pedestrians and bikers time 
before drivers head out.”

The Department of Trans-
portation is installing “cy-

clists use pedestrian signal” 
signs at 19 Kings County inter-
sections — including at Atlan-
tic Avenue and Smith Street 
and along Fourth Avenue at 
Dean, 18th, 19th, 21st, 29th, 
30th, 35th, 36th, 37th, 38th, 
40th, 41st, 42nd, 43rd, 46th, 
59th, 62nd, and 63rd streets — 
where the head starts, or so-
called Leading Pedestrian In-
tervals, are already available 
to those traversing the pave-
ment on foot. At these inter-
sections,  the walk signal for 
pedestrians appears seven-to-
11-seconds before a red light 
turns green , allowing people 
to move before vehicle traffi c 
starts driving in the same di-
rection. 

The Brooklyn signs giv-
ing cyclists that same advan-
tage are among a total of 50 
being rolled out at junctures 
across the city as part of a sev-
en-month pilot program an-
nounced on March 27, during 
which Transportation Depart-
ment bigwigs will collect data 

they will then use to formulate 
more permanent traffi c-fl ow 
fi xes, according to the head 
of the agency’s bicycle and pe-
destrian programs.

“We will be watching the 
results closely, and measur-
ing the various impacts of the 
pilot to determine next steps,” 
said Sean Quinn. 

And some statistics al-

ready prove a head start can 
save a life — a 2016  study  
found the number of fatalities 
dropped by more than half at 
intersections equipped with 
leading-pedestrian intervals, 
according to the Transporta-
tion Department, which still 
requires two-wheelers to yield 
to people on two feet in any 
crosswalk. 

In 2017, 22 people suffered 
injuries in crashes at the 
Kings County intersections 
in the pilot program, fi ve of 
whom were pedestrians or cy-
clists, according to  data  from 
the city’s Vision Zero initia-
tive. 

The Transportation De-
partment is bringing the 

Leading the way

LET THEM RIDE: Transit gurus stood before the sign stating “cyclists use pedestrian signal” after they in-
stalled it in Boerum Hill. Photo by Caroline Ourso

City kicks off program giving cyclists 
a head start at boro intersections

Continued on page 27
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3000 Emmons Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11235

www.campmaritime.com

7 18 . 3 3 2 . 4 8 5 9

NYC’S FIRST AND ONLY ALL WATER

ADVENTURE CAMP
JUNE 25 - AUGUST 31  |  CHILDREN AGES 8-14

Register Today! 

With Promocode: earlybird2

Valid Through 5/1/18

SAVE $150 

•  SAILING
•  BOATING
•  WINDSURFING
•  KITE BOARDING
•  STAND UP PADDLE 
   BOARDING

•  KAYAKING
•  SCUBA DIVING
•  SURFING
•  SNORKELING
•  FISHING This ad entitles you to 50% off 

your first Acupuncture session.

$62 value
New clients only.

Must mention coupon
when calling.

Offer expires 5/31/18

Services:
Physical Therapy
Acupuncture

 Massage Therapy

SARRICA

Physical Therapy & Wellness

Sarrica Physical Therapy & Wellness
“Quality Care For A Better Quality of Life”

Dr. Marcello Sarrica,
DPT, OCS, CSCS
Dr. Paul Nasri, DPT
Jodi Gentili, MS, LAc
Anthony Giannone, LMT

Tel: 347-560-6920
Fax: 347-560-6748
Marcello@sarricapt.com

www.sarricapt.com

474 Bay Ridge Parkway Brooklyn, NY 11209
15 West 39th Street, 4th floor, New York, NY 10018
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Orange Juice

Plum Tomatoes
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Enriched Rice
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Seedless Grapes
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Yogurt
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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
They’re six-hundred years young!

Staff at an East Flatbush nursing 
home toasted a half-dozen female res-
idents for reaching triple digits at a 
March 28 bash celebrating the oldsters 
and the culmination of Women’s His-
tory Month.

“Since we have so many centenar-
ians, and many of them are women, 
we fi gured this would be a great way 
to honor them,” said Angela Cooper, a 
spokeswoman for the city-run McKin-
ney long-term care facility. “We wanted 
to celebrate our unsung heroes.”

The women — 100 year-olds Re-
becca Gilmore, Carolyn Burton, and 
Caroline Binns; 101 year-old Margaret 
Alcindor; 103 year-old Enid Peterkin; 
and Lucille Watson, who will turn 100 
on April 22 — all received well-wishes 
for their milestone birthdays at the 
event. 

And all but Alcindor — who missed 
the party because she wasn’t feeling 
well — dressed in resplendent pur-
ple and gold for the occasion, accord-
ing to Cooper, who said the festivities 
touched the ladies of the hour.

“They felt so happy to know we 
were honoring them, and they all 
looked regal,” she said. “It’s what they 
deserved.”   

Commemorating the elders while 
they’re still alive is important because 
many other Women’s History Month 
tributes recognize deceased legendary 
ladies, not those who still walk among 
us, Cooper said.

“Most of the time we honor people 
who are no longer living, but I person-
ally feel that every woman has contrib-
uted to society,” she said. 

Organizers bestowed certifi cates 
of excellence upon the honorees, not-
ing particular achievements of each 
woman. 

Binns, for instance, has 40 great-
grandchildren, while Peterkin still 
actively sings in a local choir, Burton 
worked dozens of jobs in her career, 
Watson traveled during her youth, and 
Gilmore is a surviving twin, accord-
ing to Cooper, who said all of the cen-
tenarians deserve applause for simply 
persevering through so many differ-
ent eras.

“They might not be lawyers or 
doctors, but some of them have chil-
dren who have done something in our 
community and that’s worth celebrat-
ing,” the spokeswoman said. “In 1918, 
women didn’t have many rights, but 
these women have contributed in ways 
we don’t know — and they have lived to 
tell us about it.”

GOLDEN LADIES: McKinney Nursing and Rehabilitation Center’s six 100-year-old female 
residents were celebrated on March 28 for Women’s History Month. 
 NYC Health and Hospitals / McKinney Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

WONDER 
WOMEN

Six local ladies celebrate three-digit 
birthdays at nursing home’s bash

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

■
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MAX

for the process  in a letter 
penned to local offi cials, 
going on to call design-
build “essential” to the 
looming infrastructure 
fi x.

A trio of Albany law-
makers including state 
Sen. Marty Golden (R-
Bay Ridge) and Simcha 
Felder (D–Midwood) 
then tried to  tie authori-
zation of the streamlined 
procedure with putting 
armed cops in every 
school across the city , 
worrying some of their 
colleagues who feared 
the package deal would 
present an impassable 
roadblock.

That proposal, how-
ever, did not make the 
budget now awaiting 
Cuomo’s signature, 

which green-lights de-
sign-build without any 
inextricable conditions, 
but mandates the city get 
the state Transportation 
Department’s approval 
at three points through-
out the process — a fairly 
customary requirement, 
according to a rep for Ka-
vanagh. 

Local transit offi cials 
expect to release their 
draft environmental-
impact statement on the 
expressway rehabilita-
tion this summer, prior 
to conducting additional 
public hearings in order 
to fi nalize the statement 
by early next year. And 
if all goes according to 
plan, repair work could 
now begin as early as 
2021 with the authoriza-
tion of design-build, ac-
cording to transporta-
tion leaders.

BQE

head starts for cyclists 
on Fourth Avenue as it 
begins to install  long-
awaited bike lanes  on 
a Park Slope–to–Bay 
Ridge stretch of the road 
— from 65th Street to At-
lantic Avenue in both di-
rections — this spring.

And a local council-
man — whose district 
includes many of the 
Fourth Avenue intersec-
tions where cyclists can 
start pedaling before mo-
torists pump the gas, and 
is known to ride local 
streets on his own two-
wheeler — cheered the 
launch of the program as 

the start of a process that 
he hopes will end with 
leading-pedestrian in-
tervals for pedal pushers 
at crossings citywide. 

“As an avid bike rider, 
I understand the dangers 
of bicycling in New York 
City, especially at inter-
sections,” said Council-
man Carlos Menchaca 
(D–Sunset Park), who 
in 2016 introduced now-
stalled legislation to cre-
ate similar head starts 
for bikers across the city. 
“This pilot program is a 
good step in the right di-
rection. I look forward to 
hopefully having LPIs 
for bicyclists imple-
mented permanently in 
New York City.”

BIKES
Continued from page 20 

Continued from page 3 

Extra!
Extra!

Read all about it!
Local news

BrooklynDaily.com
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LETTERS

To the editor,
I have written about the deterio-

ration of Kings Highway before, but 
things just seem to keep going down-
hill. Thanks to Councilman Deutsch, 
the bike rack under the station has 
been cleaned up, but that is about the 
only good thing that has happened. 
There are several empty stores, more 
than I can remember, and there are 
more to come. There is a drugstore 
on almost every block, some that 
sell childrens’ cloths, pocketbooks, 
and jewelry. As for banks, from Co-
ney Island Avenue to E. 19th Street, a 
distance of of eight blocks, there are 
about 17, unless I missed one or two.

The other morning, walking on 
the Highway, I heard a man yelling at 
the top of his lungs. When I got to 15th 
Street I saw why. He was standing out-
side his car screaming at the traffic, 
which was at as complete standstill in 
three directions. Trucks parked and 
double-parked for deliveries, trucks, 
buses and cars trying to get through, 
and nothing moving. Unfortunately 
it is only going to get worse. Not one 
building going up is providing any 
parking. Not the monstrosity on the 
corner of 16th Street and the Highway, 
nor will the medical centers going up 
on 16th between the Highway and Av-
enue P, or the one that will be on Av-
enue P. Certainly not the Target/Mar-
shall building, which is at five stories 
and who knows how many more. Peo-
ple in the nearby apartment buildings 
have lost their view, and the people on 
13th Street next door to that building 
are having their side windows sealed 
up. They can’t open them, so there is 
no fresh air, no light, and no room for 
an air conditioner. They are making 
tombs out of rooms and the only ones 
that would be happy there are moles.

A big apartment building went up 
on 19th off Avenue P. Did they pro-
vide enough parking? I doubt it. An-
other building will go up on the cor-
ner of Avenue P and E. 19th Street, 
which will be stores and apartments. 
Will they provide parking?

It will get to the point that people 
won’t want to come to the Highway 
unless they don’t have a car. Peo-
ple can go to the Gateway Shopping 
Center, on the Belt Parkway, which 
has every store you can think of and 

plenty of free parking.
Someone has to come to their 

senses and stop what is happening.
Rowena Lachant

Homecrest

To the editor,
There are many inaccuracies in 

Martin Samoylov’s pro-B82 SBS let-
ter that appeared in the editions of 
March 30.

First, he talks about “all the work 
DOT has done to engage the commu-
nity.” Quite the contrary, Department 
of Transportation has deliberately tried 
not to engage the communities. Why 
have they made presentations only to 
community board transportation com-
mittees and not the full boards, so that 
the general public could ask questions? 
When I sent DOT a lengthy suggestion 
last year suggesting improvements and 
changes to their proposal, why did I 
only receive a form e-mail thanking me 
for my suggestions, but no willingness 
to discuss or respond to them? They 
were totally ignored.

Why is it necessary to negotiate a 
dozen different cumbersome menus 
on the DOT website to find any infor-
mation about this proposal and why 
is no information available on the 
MTA website? So it will be no wonder 
when this SBS route comes at a com-
plete surprise this July to most, just 
as each SBS route before it.

Second, he states that 27,000 indi-
viduals use this route each day. That 
is 27,000 weekday trips, not 27,000 
individuals, Mr. Samoylov. So if we 
assume most passengers make the 
same round trip daily, the actual 
number is closer to 15,000 individu-
als. It is precisely this type of dumb 
mistake that causes the DOT and the 
MTA to make dumb decisions.

Third, like DOT, he equates “Bus 
Rapid Transit” to “Select Bus Ser-
vice” when there are few similarities. 
Check “ BRT Standards” in Wikipe-
dia and you won’t even find New York 
City on the list of cities with true BRT 
routes. And like DOT he calls SBS 
a solution that has “helped multiple 
other bus routes” with zero proof to 
back up that statement.

Under this proposal two lanes of 
general lanes of traffic would unnec-
essarily be removed between E. 22nd 
Street and Avenue K around the clock, 
and the service roads narrowed, cre-
ating traffic congestion where none 
exists now so that buses that move 
currently at an average speed exceed-
ing 20 miles per hour (according to 
DOT’s own data) most of the day could 
move faster. The speed limit is only 25 

mph, so will their average speed in-
crease from 21 mph to 23 mph at a tre-
mendous initial cost and increasing 
ongoing costs? That is the real joke, 
not that sensible individuals want an-
other option.

DOT’s most recent Brooklyn SBS 
route, the B46, has been such a di-
saster that the MTA never issued a 
progress report after several years of 
operation because they cannot find 
anything good to say even by distort-
ing the data as they have done with 
each previous SBS review.

Finally, where is Mr. Samoylov 
getting his information that more 
than 100 parking spaces will be cre-
ated to replace the ones lost? Or is he 
just making it up just like DOT makes 
up their own facts? If that were actu-
ally the case, there would be no rea-
son for many elected officials to band 
together to oppose this proposal.

The only agreement we have is the 
need for all traffic to move quicker 
between Coney Island Avenue and 
Ocean Avenue, but we don’t need SBS 
to accomplish that and I do not think 
that DOT’s plan in that area is a bad 
idea, provided the parking could ac-
tually be replaced as Mr. Samoylov 
states that it will be. But we also need 
to restrict delivery times as DOT is 
trying to do elsewhere, but the mer-
chants are opposing.

It is curious why you reached 
out to Mr. Samoylov for comment to 
your SBS article and also published 
a lengthy letter from him. It really 
must be difficult to find B82 SBS sup-
porters. When implemented, this 
will be another SBS failure. Sad be-
cause there is real potential for a 
good Southern Brooklyn SBS route if 
the MTA would only listen to reason.

Allan Rosen
Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
After each school shooting, many 

individuals provide sound solutions 
to protect our kids — but there is no 
subsequent action. Consider that af-
ter the Parkland, Fla., shooting on 
Feb. 14, where 17 were killed and 14 
were injured, there have been four ad-
ditional school shootings in the coun-
try, leaving four dead and seven in-
jured — and the time of this writing is 
March 25. Apparently there was little 
action after Parkland.

Below is a cursory look of up-to-
date particulars of school shootings 
in 21st-century America (until March 
25). Remember that these are not de-
tailed statistics with in-depth analy-
sis, but only an attempt to get politi-

cians to act. Anyone viewing these 
statistics can arrive at his or her own 
conclusion; my conclusion is that one 
school shooting is too much.

dead, 488 injured

or attempted massacres
-

geted certain individuals

of age (the age of maturity)
-

termined, but since the shootings oc-
curred in or around schools, we can 
surmise that many were under 25 
years of age, which would add to the 
110 figure.

Some mentally ill individuals 
have been able to purchase firearms 
legally or use others’ legally pur-
chased firearms. Some experts have 
noted that shootings by mentally ill 
individuals are about four percent, 
while others have placed that figure 
at about 10 percent.

Perhaps Congress, law enforcement 
or anyone else who wants a detailed 
study, can do the research and release 
the findings publically. I’m only pro-
viding this data so perhaps someone 
without a political agenda who cares 
about our schoolkids will act.

There is no one-size-fits-all solu-
tion. Using non-intrusive detectors, as 
described in detail by state Sen. Marty 
Golden, is the best device for stopping 
both shooters with targeted victims in 
mind and some mass shooters (but not 
all mass shooters will be stopped). Sen. 
Golden’s detectors would obviously de-
tect the firearm of all shooters, but it is 
likely that some shooters with maxi-
mum casualties in mind would begin 
shooting at the entrance — and con-
tinue. Additional tools to minimize 
mass shootings, in addition to Mr. 
Golden’s non-intrusive detectors, are 
an age restriction of 25 for buying–us-
ing–discharging a firearm, and a Na-
tional Mentally Ill Registry.

Additionally, limit the school en-
trance to one (if possible) with an 
armed law enforcement person at 
each unlocked entrance — prefera-
bly, one who does not run away from 
the shooter. All other doors must be 
locked with an emergency egress bar 
that will activate both an alarm and 
a signal to local law enforcement — 
and for Pete’s Sake, remove the silly 
“This is a gun free zone” sign; the 
sign is an invitation to shoot.

How many lives must we lose be-
fore our so-called leaders act deci-
sively? Gun violence must stop — and 
it must stop now. Elio Valenti

Bay Ridge



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 6–12, 2018 29  B GM BR

The Be Proud Foundation 
is a not-for-profit organiza-
tion that consistently helps 
the community, and it has 
a history of galvanizing lo-
cal businesses to become in-
volved, too. 

It partnered with the 
law offices of Sinayskaya 
Yuniver P.C. to raise funds 
to bring Passover meals to 
Brooklynites in need on 
March 22. As a result of the 
team effort, 600 baskets of 
food were brought to fami-
lies so they could enjoy the 
holidays.

The law firm made a fi-
nancial contribution, and 
hosted the event that in-
cluded politicians and pro-
fessionals from a variety of 
industries — law, health, 
and real estate, among them. 
Politicians in attendance 
included the chief of staff 
from Assemblyman Steven 
Cymbrowitz’s office, a rep-
resentative from the office of 
Councilmember Mark Trey-
ger, a representative from 
the office of state Sen. Diane 
Savino, and Theresa Scavo, 
chairperson of Community 
Board 15.

The event doubled as a 
Grand Opening for the law 
firm, as partners Irene Sinay-
skaya and Steven Yuniver 
who, after years of operating 
solo law practices, merged to 
form the new company that 
bears both their names. 

“We wanted to have 
a Grand Opening with a 
charitable aspect to it, and 
with Passover coming, this 
seemed appropriate,” Ms. 
Sinayskaya said. The party 
was so much fun, it was sup-
posed to end at 10:30 pm, but 
wound up going until mid-
night as the partners brain-
stormed with local leaders 
about the changing land-
scape of Brooklyn, and how 
their firm is prepared to as-
sist.

Both attorneys have 
global reputations, as they 
have represented individu-
als and corporations from 
four different countries. 
Between them, they speak 
six languages. Among the 
matters they handle include 
business and licensing, au-
dits, policies and procedures, 
compliance, employment 
law, and healthcare. They 
assist throughout every step 
of the legal process, negotiat-

ing contract terms to achieve 
the maximum benefit for cli-
ents.  

“We have a great team 
of two attorneys, and three 
paralegals that are dedi-
cated to obtaining results,” 
said Ms. Sinayskaya. 

The partners chose Av-
enue U as the firm’s location 
because it is the community 
where they grew up, where 
they were raised, and where 
many of their clients live. 
Ms. Sinayskaya obtained her 
Bachelor of Science in Fi-
nance at Pace University be-

fore graduating from the Ja-
cob D. Fuchsberg Law Center 
with a Juris Doctor. She has 
practiced extensively on reg-
ulatory matters dealing with 
healthcare corporations, 
international investment, 
and large corporate transac-
tional deals. She guides on 
a number of regulatory and 
compliance matters as in-
counsel to companies with 
more than 1,000 employees. 

Mr. Yuniver has exten-
sive experience in represent-
ing companies dealing with 
regulatory standards, au-

dits, and employment prac-
tices. He has represented 
Russian, German, and inter-
national tech companies. He 
regularly appears in Federal 
courts on a wide range of is-
sues. 

“We invite you to grown 
with our dedicated firm,” he 
said. “Our community is our 
family, and we treat each of 
our clients like our family.”

The Be Proud Foundation 
has made Passover meals 
possible to those in need for 
nine years now. It is one of its 
many community endeavors. 

The not-for-profit organiza-
tion works with families and 
the community to promote 
acceptance and understand-
ing  throughout the borough. 
Its founder and executive di-
rector is Raisa Chernina.

Sinayskaya Yuniver PC [710 
Avenue U between E. Seventh 
and E. Eighth streets in Gra-
vesend, (718) 402–2240, www.
Sinayskayayuniver.com]. 

Be Proud Foundation [2805 
E. 26th St. between Emmons 
Avenue and Shore Parkway 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 788–
7773].

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E

Be Proud Foundation and law firm help families
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Tickets can be purchased for $100 at EventBrite or by calling Jennifer Stern 718-260-8302

Honorees

Honor her
with your congratulatory 

message in the special section 
of our newspapers

on Friday, May 25th

Join us at the gala
on May 31st

Celebrate
Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction

2018

S. J. Avery
Harriet Blank
Jewel Brown
Eladia Causil-Rodriquez
Ruchama Clapman
Lucina Clarke
Michelle Gall
Leslie Green
Linda Halsey
Mitzie Holstein
Cassandra Jones-Brennan
Inna Lukyanenko

Kim Maier
Anna Malkina-Shumaeva
Katarina Martinez
Elana Martins
Deidre Olivera
Gabrielle Puglia
Lisette Sosa-Dickson
Rolanda Telesford
Monique Waterman
L. Joy Williams
Teresa C. Younger
Partial List

https://2018womenofdistinction.eventbrite.com

Oh to be as ahead of the 
curve as Utah!

That state just passed the 
first-in-the-country Free-
Range Parenting Law, based 
on the movement I founded, 
Free-Range Kids. The law 
guarantees that parents who 
choose to let their kids play 
outside, walk to school, wait 
briefly in the car (under some 
circumstances), or come home 
with a latchkey will not be 
considered “negligent.”

Why would anyone need a 
law like that?

Because being investigated 
or even arrested for giving 
kids some old-fashioned, un-
supervised time is now some-
thing parents have to worry 
about, thanks to two recent de-
velopments:

1. The belief that any time 
kids are out of their parents’ 
sight, they’re automatically in 
grave danger.

2. Cellphones.
Here’s the toxic scenario: 
A passerby sees a child out-

side on his own. This has be-
come so rare, it is like spotting 
a lemur escaped from the zoo. 
So what do they do?

They whip out their phone 
and dial 911. Then they pat 
themselves on the back — after 

all, they just “saved” a child — 
and off they go. Do they stop 
and make sure the child is ac-
tually okay? Of course not! All 
that matters is that they made 
the call. They’re on a moral 
high.

What happens next can in-
volve anything from a shrug 
by the cops, to a warning to the 
parents, to a Child Protective 
Services investigation, to an 
actual arrest. For instance:

Natasha Felix for neglect after 
she let three children, aged 5, 

9, and 11, play in the park next 
to her home, where she could 
see them from her window. She 
checked on them every 10 min-
utes, but a passerby thought 
the kids were unsupervised, 
and called Child Protective 
Services. It took two years of 
fighting before a state appel-
late court overturned the find-
ing of neglect.

-
ing her niece out of the SUV 
was shocked when the wind 
blew the door shut with her 
keys and the child inside. 
The car locked! The aunt, the 
girl’s mom, and two other rela-
tives frantically tried open the 
door open using a hanger and 
screwdriver, and when they 
couldn’t, they called 911. The 
cops arrived, broke the win-
dow, and got the child out, safe 
and sound. Then they ticketed 
the mom on “suspicion of child 
abuse by neglect.”

There have been other sto-
ries of families investigated for 
letting their kids, 10 and 6, walk 
home from the park in Silver 
Spring, Md.; a South Carolina 
mom thrown in jail for letting 
her 9-year-old play in a popu-
lar sprinkler park without her; 
a Connecticut mom clapped 
into handcuffs when she over-

slept and her son, 8, walked to 
school on his own. And closer 
to home, a dad here in central 
New York was investigated for 
letting his 9-year-old wait in the 
car with her 6-year-old (snooz-
ing) brother, while he ran an 
errand.  

These are not crazy deci-
sions that endanger kids. Even 
waiting briefly in cars is safe 
— kids who die in cars were 
forgotten there for hours, not 
waiting a few minutes while 
their parents picked up the 
dry cleaning. (And actually 
more kids die walking across 
parking lots than waiting in 
cars, so why do we criminal-
ize the safer of the two alter-
natives?)

As for abduction — the rar-
est of crimes — our crime rate 
today is back to what it was 
when gas was 29 cents a gal-
lon. Back then we didn’t ar-
rest parents who let their kids 
walk home from the park.

Decent, loving parents 
should not have to worry about 
being second-guessed by au-
thorities excessively worried 
about unlikely dangers. Es-
pecially since not giving kids 
any independence turns out to 
be dangerous in its own right. 

Peter Gray, one of the co-

founders of my new non-profit 
Let Grow, has been studying 
the connection between free 
time and child development for 
decades. He’s a professor of psy-
chology at Boston College and 
author of the text book Psychol-
ogy used at colleges across the 
country, including Harvard. 
He has determined that when 
kids have all their time struc-
tured and supervised by adults 
— parents, teachers, coaches 
and tutors — they don’t get a 
chance to develop the skills 
that make them healthy, well-
adjusted adults. Skills like cre-
ativity, compromise, and prob-
lem-solving. 

“Nothing we do, no amount 
of toys we buy or ‘quality time’ 
or special training we give 
our children, can compensate 
for the freedom we take away. 
The things that children learn 
through their own initiatives, 
in free play, cannot be taught in 
other ways,” Gray has written.

Parents must be allowed to 
give that freedom back to their 
kids. 

Utah paved the way. Let’s 
make New York the next state 
to go Free-Range.

Lenore Skenazy president 
of Let Grow, and founder of 
Free-Range Kids.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 6–12, 201832    B GM BR

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish date: 

4/06/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!
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$7,995$7,995$7,900$6,995$6,995$4,995

$11,975$11,888$11,588$10,995$10,995$10,888

$14,995$14,995$14,888$14,888$14,888$14,588 BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

‘16 DODGE CHARGER  ‘17 HONDA ACCORD  

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD EXPLORER'16 HONDA CIVIC EX

29k miles, Stk#2920829k miles, Stk#29208

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA  ILX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA'15 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

39,600 miles, Stk 35990
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 HONDA PILOT

Stk#34486, 125k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY MALIBU

36k miles, Stk#8357

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

39k miles, Stk#31564108k miles, Stk#31719

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish 

date: 4/06/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.

W
ITH

 O
U

R
 LA

R
G

E S
ELEC

TIO
N

 O
F IN

V
EN

TO
R

Y, W
E A

R
E S

U
R

E TO
 H

A
V

E A
 V

EH
IC

LE TO
 FIT YO

U
R

 N
EED

S
 &

 B
U

D
G

ET!

$23,588

$13,588

$9,988$9,800$9,488$9,200$8,888$8,500

$12,888$12,888$12,888$12,888$11,995

$22,995$22,900$19,888$17,500$15,950 BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
BUY 
FOR:

‘16 NISSAN FRONTIER

15k miles Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
BUY 
FOR:

'14 INFINITI Q50

44k miles, Stk#34514
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
BUY 
FOR:

13,154 miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#32110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV

37k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

23,114 miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
BUY 
FOR:

‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 NISSAN VERSA

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#32469
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYBRID

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
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BOROUGH WIDE

Eagle Scout and Brooklyn Col-

lege student Luis Cruz doesn’t let any-
thing slow him down, not even when 
he was diagnosed with relapsing-re-
mitting multiple sclerosis in 2012.

This month, March, is MS Aware-

ness Month. Multiple Sclerosis (MS), 
the most common chronic neurologi-
cal disorder in working-age adults, 
can affect anyone. 

In fact, more than 2.3 million  peo-
ple worldwide suffer from the debili-
tating condition.

For the past fi ve years, Luis has 
organized a group to participate in 
the annual MS Walk, a team he calls 
“CRUZin for a Cure.” The MS Walk, 
sponsored by the National Multiple 

Sclerosis Society, will take place this 
year on Sunday, April 15, in Manhat-
tan. It raises awareness and funding 
for multiple sclerosis research

Dr. Nada Abou-Fayssal, a neu-
rologist at NYU Langone Hospital-

Brooklyn in Sunset Park and director 
of the NYU Langone-Brooklyn MS 

Center, explained: “Early detection 
and early treatment are paramount in 
treating the disorder.”

Standing O wishes Luis and his 
team clear skies, no rain, and a suc-
cessful walk.

For those wishing to donate visit 
https://secure.nationalmssociety.org.

SUNSET PARK 

It’s timely
The Family Health Centers at 

NYU Langone will be offering a series 
of screening opportunities through 
mid-April in support of Colorectal 

Cancer Awareness Month.  Colorec-
tal cancer will likely claim more than 
50,000 lives this year, say experts. It 
is the second leading cause of cancer 
death in men and women in the U.S., 
yet, if caught early, it is preventable, 
treatable, and even curable.

“Timely screening is the most ef-
fective method for early detection and 
prevention,” said Dr. Josef A. She-

hebar, director of colorectal surgery 
at NYU Langone Hospital–Brooklyn. 
Adding,  “Colonoscopy is not just for 

people over the age of 50. More impor-
tantly, younger people with a signifi -
cant family history need to be screened 
10 years before their fi rst degree rela-
tive was diagnosed or no later than 40 
years old.”

These screening opportunities 
will provide education about the op-
tions available, allow attendees to set 
up an appointment for an evaluation, 
and even receive a take-home method 
of screening called a fecal immuno-

chemical test, or FIT.

For information about screenings 
or to make an appointment for an eval-
uation, contact the center.

NYU Langone Hospital–Brooklyn 
[150 55th St. and First Avenue in Sun-

set Park, (718) 630–7155].

BOROUGH WIDE

Four-wheel prize
Brooklyn Sports and Entertain-

ment, (Brooklyn Nets), is partnering 
with Honda to make one deserving 
boroughite a happy Honda winner.

Is there someone signifi cant in your 
life who has been instrumental in help-
ing you achieve your dreams, or been 
infl uential in your community?

Now is your opportunity to make 
something special happen for that some-
one special. You can nominate them 
now for a “Power of Dreams” chance to 
win a brand-new Honda Civic.

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

COBBLE HILL

Budding poets third-grader Am-

ina Rodriguez and kindergartner 
Denver Hinckson recited a poem 
Denver wrote called “I Am the Fu-

ture” at the Black History Month 

celebration at Success Academy 

Cobble Hill.
Students at the school shared 

poems and sang songs, including 
“Amazing Grace,” to honor “African-
Americans in Times of War,” mark-
ing the 100th anniversary of the end 
of World War I as well as honoring 
the roles that black Americans have 
played in warfare, from the Ameri-
can Revolution to the present day.

Black History Month began in 
1915, half a century after the Thir-
teenth Amendment abolished slav-
ery in the United States.

Harvard-trained historian 
Carter G. Woodson and the prom-

inent minister Jesse E. Moorland 

founded the Association for the 
Study of Negro Life and History, an 
organization dedicated to research-
ing and promoting achievements by 
black Americans and other peoples 
of African descent.

Today, the organization is known 
as the Association for the Study of 
African American Life and History. 
The group sponsored a national Ne-
gro History Week in 1926, choosing 
the second week of February to coin-
cide with the birthdays of Abraham 
Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. 
The event inspired schools and com-
munities nationwide to organize lo-
cal celebrations, establish history 
clubs and host performances and 
lectures.

Success Academy Cobble Hill 
[284 Baltic St. between Court and 
Smith streets in Cobble Hill; (718) 
704–1459].

Scout’s honor — Cruz is our hero

Students at Academy are the future

The fantastic four-door favor re-
cipient will be honored at the last Nets 
home game of the season on April 9 
and given the keys to a new car.

So come on down, enjoy the game   — 
our team will be running and gunning 
against the Chicago Bulls at  home  at 
Barclays Center — and cheer loudly 
as a lucky winner fi res up the ignition 
on a new Civic.

There are a bunch of ways you can 
enter the Power of Dreams initiative – 
Post it on Twitter and Instagram us-
ing #HondaNets or send submissions, 
which can be videos or photos, to http://
www.nba.com/nets/powerofdreams.

What are you waiting for? — start 
tweeting and posting now!

BAY RIDGE

She’s courageous
It’s three cheers for Assembly-

woman Nicole Malliotakis (R-
Bay Ridge), on being awarded a 
Profi le in Courage Award.

The prestigious accolade, 
presented by the Conservative 

Party, was bestowed at the 2018 
Legislative Reception in Albany 
to our rep for the fortitude she dis-
played in standing up to Mayor 
DeBlasio during her bid to unseat 
him last year.

“I’m honored and proud that 
the New York State Conserva-
tive Party has chosen to pres-
ent me with the Profi le in Cour-
age Award. I want to thank the 
party for their constant support 
throughout my campaign for 
mayor, as well as throughout my 
career as a whole,” she said.

Michael  Long, chairman of 
the New York State Conservative 
Party, in conjunction with the of-
fi cers and members of the party, 
recognized Malliotakis for chal-
lenging the status quo of city poli-
tics by adhering to her conserva-
tive values throughout last year’s 
race for City Hall. 

“Assemblywoman Malliotakis 
fearlessly challenged Mayor De-
Blasio and stood up for New York-
ers who have seen their property 
taxes grow, their subway system 
crumble and their tax dollars in-
appropriately spent,” Long said. 
“She knew she faced an uphill 
battle in taking on a powerful in-
cumbent but nonetheless fought 
valiantly for what she and many 
New Yorkers believed in.”

Malliotakis’s District Offi ce 
[7408 Fifth Ave. at 74th Street in 
Bay Ridge; (718) 987–0197].

HISTORY LESSON: Third-grader Amina Rodriguez, left, helps kindergartner Denver 
Hinckson read a poem titled, “I Am The Future,” at Black History Month celebration at 
Success Academy Cobble Hill.
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Seniors may feel 
less stress than 
younger people.

Many people are quick to think of growing 
older in a negative light. There certainly 
are some side effects of aging that one may 

wish to avoid, but people may find that the ben-
efits of growing older outweigh the negatives.

Seniors are a rapidly growing segment of the 
population. In the United States, the Adminis-
tration on Aging states that the older population 
— persons 65 years or older — numbered 46.2 
million in 2014 (the latest year for which data is 
available). 

With so many people living longer, it’s time to 
celebrate the perks of getting older rather than 
the drawbacks. Here are some great benefits to 
growing old:

Higher self-esteem: The insecurities of youth 
give way as one ages, and older people have less 
negativity and higher self-esteem. A University 

of Basel study of people ranging in ages from 18 
to 89 found that regardless of demographic and 
social status, the older one gets the higher self-
esteem climbs. Qualities like self-control and al-
truism can contribute to happiness.

Financial perks: Seniors are entitled to dis-
counts on meals, museum entry fees, movies, and 
other entertainment if they’re willing to disclose 
their ages. Seniors also can enjoy travel perks, 
with slashed prices on resorts, plane tickets, and 
more. The U.S. National Park Service offers citi-
zens age 62 and older lifetime passes to more than 
2,000 federal recreation sites for just $10 in per-
son ($20 online or via mail). 

Reasoning and problem-solving skills: 

Brain scans reveal that older adults are more 
likely to use both hemispheres of their brans si-
multaneously — something called bilateraliza-

tion. This can sharpen reasoning skills. For ex-
ample, in a University of Illinois study, older air 
traffic controllers excelled at their cognitively 
taxing jobs, despite some losses in short-term 
memory and visual spatial processing. Older 
controllers proved to be experts at navigating, 
juggling multiple aircrafts simultaneously, and 
avoiding collisions.

Less stress: As people grow older, they are 
able to differentiate their needs from wants and 
focus on more important goals. This can alleviate 
worry over things that are beyond one’s control. 
Seniors may realize how little the opinions of oth-
ers truly mean in the larger picture, thereby feel-
ing less stress about what others think of them.

Growing older may involve gray hair or wrin-
kling skin, but there are many positive things as-
sociated with aging.  

Some benefi ts of growing older
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Retirement planning involves more 
than just investing in a 401(k) or 
IRA. Individuals who hope to live 

comfortably in retirement must ac-
count for various expenses, including 
those associated with their health.

A 2013 report from the U.S. Senate’s 
Commission on Long-Term Care found 
that each year an estimated 12 million 
adults in the United States require some 
type of long-term care. Planning for the 
following potential expenses can help 
men and women ensure they will have 
enough money to live well in retirement:

Housing
Many individuals would prefer to 

spend their golden years living in their 
own homes. However, adults who can 
no longer take care of themselves or 
their homes may need to move. Hom-
eowners who simply want to downsize 
may be able to fi nance their transitions 
to retirement communities by selling 
their existing homes. But those who 
need to move into assisted living fa-
cilities may fi nd that even selling their 
homes might not provide enough capi-
tal to pay for such residences. Accord-
ing Genworth’s 2016 Cost of Care Sur-
vey, the annual cost of assisted living 
facilities greatly varies by state, with 
costs as high as $65,550 in Massachu-
setts and as low as $30,438 in Missouri. 

Whether they invest in long-term care 
insurance or develop another plan 
with their fi nancial advisors, men and 
women must consider ways to fi nance 
potential housing costs in retirement.

Renovations
Home renovations are another po-

tential cost in retirement. Aging men 

and women who can no longer comfort-
ably navigate staircases but are oth-
erwise healthy may need to renovate 
their homes to account for their lim-
ited mobility. Such renovations might 
include the installation of a staircase 
chair lift or a ramp connected to the 
entryway of a home. Some may even 
need to convert a fi rst-fl oor den or liv-

ing area into a bedroom, which may 
also require adding a full bathroom.

Maintenance
Homeowners who want to stay in 

their homes in retirement must also 
factor potential maintenance costs 
into their retirement plans. Aging 
men and women may no longer be ca-
pable of maintaining their properties 
in retirement. Consider the potential 
costs of landscaping, home mainte-
nance, and maid services when mak-
ing a retirement plan.

Transportation
Diminishing vision and slower re-

action times compel many retirees to 
give up driving. But retirees who still 
enjoy getting out and about will still 
need a way to get around. Moving to 
a retirement community with daily 
shuttle service to and from town cen-
ters is one way for seniors who no lon-
ger drive to get around. But men and 
women who do not want to move to 
such communities will need to fi nd al-
ternative means of transportation, the 
costs of which can add up quickly.

Financial freedom in retirement is 
a goal for many working profession-
als. Attaining such freedom involves 
planning and saving for all potential 
expenses in retirement.  

ELDERCARE TODAY

Potential long-term expenses to account for in retirement

Planning for potential expenses can help seniors live comfortably in retirement.

Parkinson’s disease is a 
disorder of the central ner-
vous system, involving the de-
generation and loss of nerve 
cells in the brain. The dis-
ease occurs in both men and 
women and, while symptoms 
may occur as early as age 40, 
they are usually not appar-
ent until patients are in their 
60s or 70s. At NewYork-Pres-
byterian Brooklyn Methodist 
Hospital, patients have access 
to a comprehensive, multidis-
ciplinary treatment program 
for Parkinson’s disease.

While there are both mo-
tor and non-motor symptoms 
of Parkinson’s, the primary 
symptoms of the disease in-
clude tremor, stiffness, slow-
ness, impaired balance, and 
changes in gait. These symp-
toms may be mild at first and 
progress over time. How the 
disease affects a person var-
ies; some individuals are 
more affected than others. A 
neurologist who specializes 
in movement disorders will 
be able to most accurately di-
agnose and manage Parkin-
son’s by conducting an initial 
assessment based on medical 
history, a neurological exam, 
and the symptoms present. 

Sometimes further testing 
may also be needed. There 
is currently no cure for Par-
kinson’s disease, but several 
therapies are available to re-
duce symptoms.

“The Parkinson’s treat-
ment program at NewY-
ork-Presbyterian Brooklyn 
Methodist is unique because 
patients receive both com-
prehensive medical care ser-
vices and assistance navigat-
ing the healthcare system all 
from one office,” said Erika 
Adelman, Patient Care Coor-
dinator for the Parkinson’s 
and Other Movement Disor-

ders Program, and Program 
Coordinator for the Ameri-
can Parkinson’s Disease As-
sociation (APDA) Informa-
tion & Referral Center at 
NYP Brooklyn Methodist. 
“Our team is committed to 
helping our patients manage 
the symptoms of their illness, 
promote their independence, 
provide them with support, 
and enhance the quality of 
life for both the individuals 
with Parkinson’s and their 
families.”

NYP Brooklyn Method-
ist’s Parkinson’s Treatment 
Program is open to anyone 

experiencing symptoms and 
is staffed by an expert care 
team including neurosur-
geons, neurologists, neurop-
sychologists, psychiatrists, 
psychologists, physical and 
occupational therapists, 
speech-language pathologists, 
a physician assistant, medical 
assistants, a social worker, pa-
tient care coordinators, and 
social work students. 

“We offer concierge-type 
medicine for managing Par-
kinson’s. Patients don’t need 
to call ahead to schedule a 
time to talk.  They can come 
right to me with questions for 
the doctors, or about home 
health aides, rehab, letters of 
medical necessity, and com-
munity-based resources,” 
said Ms. Adelman. “Our goal 
is to make access to care and 
support services as easy as 
possible for our patients as 
well as to reduce hospitaliza-
tions to the best of our abil-
ity.”

Because exercise is so im-
portant for those living with 
Parkinson’s, NYP Brooklyn 
Methodist has a Parkinson’s 
exercise and wellness pro-
gram that offers free yoga 
and dance classes every 

month for the Parkinson’s 
community. Participants are 
welcome to bring their care-
givers along to the classes 
for an opportunity to get in-
volved in some physical ac-
tivity and to de-stress, have 
fun, bond, and be a part of a 
community. Additionally, the 
program regularly offers a 
brain training class, Parkin-
son’s disease support group 
and Parkinson’s disease care-
givers support group.

The entire Parkinson’s ex-
ercise and wellness program 
at NYP Brooklyn Methodist 
is free and open to the com-
munity.

“Parkinson’s is a life-long 
condition that will change 
over time,” said Ms. Adel-
man. “It’s important for indi-
viduals with Parkinson’s to 
learn about the disease, un-
derstand what to expect, and 
know what they can do now 
to improve the present and 
future.”

To find out more about the 
NYP Brooklyn Methodist Par-
kinson’s treatment program, 
please call 718-499-2273 or visit 
www.nyp.org/brooklyn. 

—New York-Presbyterian 
Brooklyn Methodist Hospital
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DO YOU HAVE KNEE PAIN DUE TO OSTEOARTHRITIS?
Now you can GET FAST PAIN RELIEF!

Osteoarthritis is a degenerative, 
progressive disease. Ignoring 

its symptoms or modifying your 
lifestyle will not make it better

Knee pain is not an indicator for 
how far your OA of the Knee has 
progressed, as pain is different 

for each patient

Facts:

HEALTHQUEST IS NOW OFFERING FDA APPROVED TREATMENT OPTIONS 
FOR THOSE PATIENTS SUFFERING FROM KNEE PAIN WHICH HAS FAILED 

THE TRADITIONAL CONSERVATIVE TREATMENT STRATEGIES.
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Call Today to Schedule a Convenient Appointment

718.339.7878
�������	
��	��������	��	��

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 AVENUE
( )
Take  B  or  Q  Train to Kings Highway        B68, B82 & B7

OFFICIAL 
DENTIST 

OF
NEW YORK 
RIVETERS

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy

Cosmetic dentistry / 
extreme makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early 
detection  of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography

Call 718-339-7878 today 
to schedule your private 
consultation with an expe-
rienced dentist in the latest 
dental implant technology.

IMPLANT
$1,250

(abutment and crown 
additional $1,250)

VENEER 
SPECIAL

Cosmetic Porcelain

$750
Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme makeove you have always wanted

Kiss Your
Dentures
Goodbye

...and say hello 
to the comfort 

and 
convenience 

of dental implants 
that 

look and function 
just like 

your natural teeth!

Senior Special

ELDERCARE TODAY

I s it safe for someone who has Al-
zheimer’s or dementia to live alone? 
The answer is sometimes yes, some-

times no.
When I was the long-distance care-

giver for my mother who had dementia 
and who was living 1,200 miles away 
in Florida, I worried all time. All sorts 
of scenarios went through my head: 
What happens if she wanders and gets 
lost? What if she leaves the water run-
ning and fl oods her apartment — or far 
worse, if she leaves the stove on and 
starts a fi re? Is she eating right and 
paying her bills on time? Should she 
still be driving? 

The Alzheimer’s and dementia ex-
perts at CaringKind will tell you that, 
fi rst, it’s important to look at each sit-
uation individually. Assessing if the 
person is safe on her own is of utmost 
importance. Some individuals in the 
early stage of Alzheimer’s or dementia 
can still manage living on their own 
— albeit with some help. And, sadly, 
there are many times when it’s just not 
safe. 

In cases where the experts tell you 
that the person you’re caring for can 
still manage independently, it’s im-
portant to make sure that you and a 
trusted neighbor have an extra set of 
keys.

As a precaution, enroll the person 
in CaringKind’s “Wanderer’s Safety 
Program.” It will give you peace of 
mind knowing that the NYPD and 
other agencies will be involved in the 
search if your family member goes 
missing.

Make sure electrical appliances are 
in good working condition, that food 
hasn’t expired, and that medications 
are being taken.

The time may come when you will 

need legal authority to handle money 
matters. You don’t want to wait un-
til unpaid bills pile up or your family 
member pays the same bill multiple 
times. Keeping a close eye on her bank 
account can alert you if she is being 
swindled by scammers who prey upon 
vulnerable seniors.

If preparing meals becomes too 
complicated for the person or she’s not 
getting the proper nutritional balance, 
do some research on home-delivered 
meals in the area.

Try to visit often — and if you can’t 
get there every day, see if a friend can 
stop by, even if the visit is brief. Have 
your friend report back to you any-
thing that may have concerned him on 
his visit.

In my mother’s case, a bad fall and 
a stay in short-term rehab changed her 
life. When mom was getting ready to go 
home, a social worker told me that my 
mother was no longer cognitively able 
to live alone. She needed a supportive 
setting, like assisted living. Believe 
me, giving up her beloved apartment 
was very hard, but it was the right 
thing and the safe thing to do. Mom 
was able to live, for a while, very com-
fortably and happily in her new place. 

Caregiving is a very tough job, but 
free help is just a phone call away. Call 
the CaringKind Helpline, day or night, 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Or visit 
www.caringkindnyc.org.

No problem is too big or too small. 

Care 
Chronicle
 Lou-Ellen Barkan

Is it safe for someone with 
dementia to live alone?

Some individuals in the early stage of Alzheimer’s or dementia can still manage living on 
their own — albeit with some help. But for others, it can be dangerous. iStock
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ALL FIVE
OROUGHSOROUGHS!!

ALL FIVE
BOROUGHS!

www. accessibledispatch.com 

THE ACCESSIBLE
DISPATCH PROGRAM

gives residents and visitors with disabili�es 
GREATER ACCESS to wheelchair accessible taxis.

With pick-up and drop-up available in  
ALL FIVE BOROUGHS, Accessible Dispatch 

allows individuals with disabili�es to EXPLORE 
everything New York City has to o�er. 

NOW AVAILABLE IN

BOOK
ONLINE646-599-9999

CALL DOWNLOAD
THE APP!
ACCESSIBLE DISPATCH NYC

NOW AVAILABLE IN

ELDERCARE TODAY

Feeling safe and secure at home is a priority 
for any homeowner. But safety is of particular 
concern for aging men and women who are at 

greater risk of being involved in accidents at home 
than younger men and women.

Harvard Health Publishing says that accidents 
at home are among the leading causes of injury 
and death in the United States. The chances for fa-
talities increases as one ages, and by age 75 and 
older, men and women are almost four times as 
likely to die in a home accident as people a decade 
younger.

As people age, their balance, eyesight, and gen-
eral physical abilities can begin to diminish. Fur-
thermore, a fall or incident that may only bruise a 
younger individual can cause more serious breaks 
or damage for seniors, resulting in potentially 
lengthy recovery times.

The Home Care Assistance organization says 
that one million elderly people are admitted to the 
emergency room for injuries every year. People 
concerned about the safety of their homes or the 
homes of their aging loved ones can retrofi t such 
properties to make them safer:

Falls
According to The Senior Social Club, which of-

fers care and community services to seniors, falls 
are the most common accidents affecting seniors. 
One out of every three seniors aged 65 and older 
falls at least once a year. 

In addition to working with doctors to improve 
mobility and modify medications that may cause 
unsteadiness, changes around the home can help. 
Grab bars placed in bathrooms and high-traffi c ar-

eas can help seniors stay more stable when chang-
ing from sitting to standing positions.

Potential tripping hazards should be assessed. 
Area rugs without nonskid backings, clutter on 
fl oors, extension cords that extend into walking 
areas, and uneven fl ooring pose tripping hazards. 
Anti-slip coatings can be added to fl oors to reduce 
the risk of tripping.

Poorly lit staircases and entryways also can 
contribute to falls. Consider the installation of 
motion-activated lighting so that dim areas can 
be automatically brightened when necessary. A 
nightlight or LED lights placed near molding can 
help guide seniors to the bathroom during mid-
night visits.

Physical limitations
Arthritis can impede seniors’ ability to turn on 

and off appliances, water faucets, or handle cer-
tain kitchen tools. Kitchen and bathroom modifi -
cations can include the installation of ergonomic 
and user-friendly handles and spigots. 

Task lighting can make it easier to prepare 
meals, and appliances that automatically turn off 
after a certain period of time can be a safety fea-
ture for forgetful individuals. 

Reorganize kitchen cabinets to make commonly 
used items as accessible as possible.

Smart homes
Friends or family members can have greater 

control over seniors’ homes by installing smart 
home systems. This way they can remotely adjust 
thermostats, control lights, view cameras, engage 
locks or alarm systems, and much more without 

having to be at the home. This can seniors allow 
seniors to maintain their independence while of-
fering peace of mind to their loved ones.

Certain home modifi cations can reduce se-
niors’ injury risk.  

Safety renovations for seniors’ homes

Stairs are a major source of injuries for aging people.
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Regular exercise and a nutritious 
diet are two of the best things 
seniors can do to maintain her 

health. Exercise can delay or pre-
vent many of the health problems as-
sociated with aging, including weak 
bones and feelings of fatigue. 

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention says a person age 65 
or older who is generally fi t with no 
limiting health conditions should try 
to get two hours and 30 minutes of 
moderate-intensity aerobic activity 
per week, while also including weight 
training and muscle-strengthening 
activities in their routines on two or 
more days a week. 

Individuals often fi nd that gyms 
have the array of fi tness equipment 
they need to stay healthy. But many 
people, including older men and 
women who have not exercised in 
some time, may be hesitant to join a 
gym for fear of intimidation. Some se-
niors may avoid machines and classes 
believing they will not use the appa-
ratus properly, or that they will be 
judged by other gym members. Some 
seniors may feel like gyms do not ca-
ter to their older clientele, creating 
an atmosphere that is dominated by 
younger members and loud music. 

Such misconceptions are often un-
founded, as many gyms welcome older 
members with open arms. But even if 
seniors fi nd gyms intimidating, they 
should still sign up for memberships. 
In such situations, the following tips 
can help seniors shed their fears and 
adapt to their new gyms: 

Start the process slowly. Shop 
around for a gym that makes you 
feel comfortable. Get fully informed 
about which classes are offered, and 

the benefi ts, if any, afforded to older 
members.

Get a doctor’s go-ahead. Make 
sure to clear exercise and gym mem-
bership with your doctor prior to pur-
chasing a membership. He or she also 
may have a list of gyms where fellow 
senior patients have memberships. 

Build up gradually. Begin with 
exercises you feel comfortable per-
forming. Spend time walking on the 
treadmill while observing other gym 
members. Tour the circuit of ma-
chines and other equipment. Find out 
if you can sample a class to see if it 
might be a good fi t.

Find a gym buddy. Working out 
with a partner in your age group may 
encourage you to keep going to the 
gym and increase your comfort level. 
You each can offer support and enjoy 
a good laugh through the learning 
process.

Don’t get discouraged. Anyone 
working out for the fi rst time, regard-
less of age, will feel somewhat out of 
place until exercise becomes part of 
a routine. Give it some time before 
throwing in the towel. Once you catch 
on, you may discover you enjoy work-
ing out.

Choose a senior-friendly gym. 

Some gyms cater to senior members. 
They may offer “silver sneakers” 
classes at their facility. Other niche 
gyms may only accept members of a 
certain age group. Investigate these 
gyms if working out with a younger 
crowd is proving too great a deter-
rent. 

Fitness is important for healthy se-
niors. It can prolong life, help seniors 
maintain healthy weights and reduce 
their risk of injury.  

ELDERCARE TODAY

Tips for older adults to 
overcome gym intimidation

Exercise is important, and seniors can overcome feelings of apprehension about going to 
the gym.
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When engaging in elder 
care planning, one should con-
sider the relationship between 
Medicaid planning and estate 
planning. Medicaid planning 
often involves the transfers of 
assets, including a home, to in-
dividuals or to a trust for pur-
poses of qualifying for Medic-
aid at a later date. However, IRS 
tax rules in the estate planning 
arena differ significantly from 
Medicaid agency rules. It is im-
portant to consider how these 
rules work together before en-
gaging in a plan.

There are important dif-
ferences between a trust used 
for tax/estate planning and a 
trust created for the purpose 
of protecting assets in a Med-
icaid planning scenario. For 
example, a revocable trust may 
be executed for estate planning 
purposes such as the ability to 
avoid probating a last will and 
testament, but the assets of a re-
vocable trust will be considered 
available to a Medicaid appli-
cant, likely rendering the appli-
cant ineligible. 

Even if assets are trans-
ferred into an irrevocable trust, 

the trust provisions must con-
form to Medicaid rules if the 
assets are to be considered un-
available. It is certainly best 
practice for someone other 
than the person creating the 
trust (Settlor) to be appointed 
as the Trustee. Payments that 
the trustee can make to the 
Settlor or the Settlor’s spouse 
at his or her discretion, for the 
health, education and mainte-
nance of the Settlor or spouse, 
for example, will be considered 
an available resource.

For estate and gift tax pur-
poses, the Internal Revenue 
Service allows a donor to gift 
up to $15,000 annually to an in-
dividual “donee” without the 
necessity of filing a federal gift 
tax return. This is not a Medic-
aid concept. From a Medicaid 
standpoint, gifts of any amount 
to an individual or to a third 
party may affect nursing home 
Medicaid eligibility (if the gift 
is made during the five years 
prior to a Medicaid application 
being submitted).

Another important issue to 
consider when one wishes to 
transfer assets for the purpose 
of Medicaid planning is the 
capital gains tax consequence. 

If one transfers or gives away 
a property that has appreciated 
in value, it will be unavailable 
for Medicaid purposes (assum-
ing the five years have passed 
for nursing home Medicaid) but 
of course the individual must 
be careful about the income tax 
ramifications to the recipient. 
The person to whom the prop-
erty was transferred will re-
ceive a “carry over basis.” For 
example: an individual trans-
ferred their home to an adult 
child ten years ago without re-
taining a life estate. This indi-
vidual had originally purchased 
the home in 1964 for $20,000 
and made no capital improve-
ments. This year, after the par-
ent passed away, the adult child 
sold the house for $600,000. The 
child had to pay income tax on 
the gain of $580,000 (difference 
between $20,000 and $600,000). 
While it may seem prudent for 
an individual to transfer his or 
her assets for Medicaid plan-
ning purposes, the income tax 
considerations cannot be over-
looked.

Transfers to a properly 
drafted Medicaid asset preser-
vation trust may allow the trust 
beneficiary to inherit the prop-

erty on the Grantor’s death, re-
sulting in a “stepped up” basis, 
i.e. date of death valuation, thus 
minimizing capital gains tax 
on sale. The property will be 
included in the Grantor’s tax-
able estate, which will gener-
ally not be an issue if her total 
estate is less than the current 
$5,250,000 New York estate tax 
exemption (nearly 11.2 million 
federal exemption). So, in the 
aforementioned example, if the 
parent had transferred their 
home into a properly drafted ir-
revocable trust, the child would 
have inherited the home with a 
stepped-up basis of $600,000 and 
thus would have avoided capital 
gains tax ramifications if sold 
shortly thereafter.

Furthermore, if one trans-
fers a home to a family mem-
ber and retains a life estate, the 
property will be unavailable for 
Medicaid purposes and the as-
set will benefit from a stepped-
up basis on the life tenant’s 
death. However, if the property 
is sold during the lifetime of 
the life tenant, it may result in 
capital gains tax and a period 
of Medicaid ineligibility, so it 
is important to be aware of the 
cost and benefits of the transfer. 

(There are also non-tax and non-
Medicaid implications which 
should be considered, such as 
creditor protection and the case 
of a predeceased child.)

The aforementioned details 
various considerations when 
one should consider engaging 
in long term care planning. It 
may appear that the tax and 
Medicaid considerations con-
flict with each other; however, it 
is possible to design a plan that 
takes both the tax and Medicaid 
considerations into account. We 
recommend that you seek pro-
fessional guidance to help im-
plement this type of planning.

Ronald Fatoullah, Esq. is the 
principal of Ronald Fatoullah & 
Associates, a law firm that con-
centrates in elder law, estate plan-
ning, Medicaid planning, guard-
ianships estate administration, 
estate litigation, trusts, wills, and 
real estate. Stacey Meshnick, Esq. 
is the Supervisor of the Medicaid 
Department and joined the firm 
in 1996. The firm can be reached 
at: 516-466-4422, or toll free at: 
1-877-ELDER-LAW or 1-877-ES-
TATES. Mr. Fatoullah is also 
a partner with Advice Period, a 
wealth management firm, and he 
can be reached at 424-256-7273.
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The Interplay Between Medicaid and Estate Planning 

PROTECTING 
YOUR ASSETS & MEDICAID 101

Thurs., April 12th at 6:30pm
Bridgeview Diner

9011 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn
Doors open at 6:15

Please join us for a complimentary dinner 
and interactive discussion regarding protecting 
your assets and being prepared for the future.

Elder Law  I  Estate Planning  |  Medicaid Planning

Probate  I  Wills & Trusts  |  Guardianships

Special Needs Planning  |  Estate Litigation

Long Island – Queens – Manhattan – Brooklyn

To register, contact us at 516-466-4422
or email JGoodbinder@fatoullahlaw.com
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Visit our state-of-the-art facility located at 2025 Kings Hwy
718-339-6868 www.brightoneye.com

Most insurances accepted
TAKING CARE OF BROOKLYN’S EYES FOR OVER 25 YEARS

A D V E RT O R I A L

BRIGHTON EYE
YOU WANT TO USE

A LASER ON MY EYE?
Millie R. Fell, MD, FACS

Lasers have been used in ophthal-
mology for more than 30 years for many 
different conditions. Patients often asso-
ciate lasers with negative connotations. 
However, with today’s advanced tech-
nology lasers can often be used in our 
offi ce:

glaucoma patients to reduce 
eye pressure, a procedure called SLT or 
selective laser trabeculectomy can elimi-
nate the need for eye drops or decrease 
the amount of drops used for some pa-
tients;

narrow drain or 
narrow angle to open the drain, a pro-
cedure called laser iridotomy proves ef-
fective;

cataract surgery 
to create a window in a membrane thus 
greatly improving vision, a procedure 
called YAG laser capsulotomy can be 
used;

Diabetics and patients with 
retinal diseases, laser treatment can be 
used to close leaking blood vessels and 

Brookner are fellowship-trained at NYU 
in treating medical diseases of the eye;

retinal holes, laser 
treatment can seal the hole and thus pre-
vent retinal detachment.

These treatments are painless and 
take only a few minutes. Drops are used 
to anesthetize the eye and a lens is 
placed on the eye so that the patient can 
keep the eye open comfortably during 
the procedure.

technology femtolaser in eligible cataract 
patients in order to make the procedure 
faster, more precise and safer.

Call our offi ce today to schedule a 
consultation with our Board Certifi ed 
doctors and see if you can be helped by 
any of these treatments.  

To ensure that your eyes are and re-
main healthy, it’s always good to sched-
ule a routine examination on an annual 
basis. Come and visit our state-of-the-
art facility.

Clinical Assistant Professor 
of Ophthalmology NYU

Bay Ridge Center is ex-
cited to launch its new Af-
ter Hours program for older 
adults, which will take place 
on Tuesdays from April 10 to 
June 12. The Center will again 
be running its Aging Mastery 
Program in partnership with 
Kingsborough Community 
College, as well as a writing 
course for older adults.

Bay Ridge Center offers 
low-cost activities to older 
adults — including exercises, 
artistic groups, and technol-
ogy classes — every weekday 
from 8 am to 4 pm. Bay Ridge 
Center After Hours will be an 
expansion of Bay Ridge Cen-
ter’s programming, in order 
to reach more community 
members and provide more 
learning opportunities.

Tell ’em You Were Here: 
Writing Personal Stories is a 
writing workshop for adults 
60 or older that previously 
ran at Bay Ridge Center in 
January and February, and 
will now be part of the After 
Hours program. The course 

will run on Tuesdays from 
4 to 5:30 pm, from April 10 to 
May 29.

During this eight-week 
writing workshop, partici-
pants will turn their life expe-
riences into written stories. 
The course will culminate 
with a graduation event, in 
which the students publicly 
present their work. Registra-
tion is free, but you must re-
serve your spot. To do so, con-
tact instructor Tom Boyd at 
(917) 744–3709.

The second part of Bay 

Ridge Center After Hours 
will be the Aging Mastery 
Program — which was cre-
ated by the National Coun-
cil on Aging in partnership 
with Kingsborough Commu-
nity College. The course is 
designed to teach adults 50 
years and older how to stay 
healthy, happy, and indepen-
dent as they age. It has previ-
ously run at Bay Ridge Center 
with great success.

Topics covered in the Ag-
ing Mastery Program include 
sleep, exercise, healthy eat-

ing and hydration, fi nancial 
fi tness, healthy relationships, 
medication management, 
civic engagement, fall preven-
tion, and more. Participants 
must attend at least seven of 
the 10 classes in order to grad-
uate from the course.

The Aging Mastery Course 
will take place at Bay Ridge 
Center on Tuesdays from 
6:30 to 8 pm from April 10 to 
June 12. The registration fee 
is $80, which includes all edu-
cational materials. Limited 
space is available. To regis-

ter for the program, call (718) 
368–5079.

For 42 years, Bay Ridge 
Center has served as a com-
munity hub for older adults 
in the neighborhood, aiming 
to combat social isolation, 
depression, and hunger. Bay 
Ridge Center After Hours will 
continue and enhance the 
center’s mission to promote 
mental and physical wellness 
among seniors.

Bay Ridge Center [411 
Ovington Ave. in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 748–0650 X 115].

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

After Hours for seniors is back at Bay Ridge Center

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
Rene  — a 65-year-old, childless, di-
vorced woman — was rushed to the 
hospital by close friends when she col-
lapsed in her apartment. Upon admis-
sion,  she was diagnosed with lung can-
cer. The friends asked to speak with the 
physician to discuss treatment options. 
To their dismay, they were informed 
they were not permitted to speak to 
any medical staff due to the Health In-
surance Portability and Accountabil-
ity Act regulations. The only way they 
could gain medical information on 
Rene was if she signed a release form.

In 1996, Congress passed the Health 
Insurance Portability and Account-
ability Act (HIPAA), which states no 
third party can access a patient’s per-
sonal healthcare information without 
her consent. 

Prior to the bill’s passage, many pa-
tients found that their personal health 
details were distributed to pharma-
ceutical companies, marketing asso-
ciations, and employers without their 
knowledge or consent. HIPAA changed 
all that. But sometimes the law pro-
tects too much.

While the law protects patients 
against unwanted distribution of per-
sonal medical records, the same rules 
apply to the patient’s children, spouses, 
relatives, and friends. According to 

the law, even close family members do 
not have access to private information. 
In some cases, patients intentionally 
do not want to reveal their medical 
condition to family or friends — but 
in more cases, neither the patient nor 
the friends are aware of the law or its 
implications. This was the situation 
that Rene’s friends faced. Fortunately, 
Rene was still cognitive and agreed to 
sign release forms.  

The HIPAA release form permits 
the patient to determine who has access 
to her information. It indicates which 
medical providers can be contacted, 
and what information can be discussed. 
A patient can agree that a third party 
may obtain all medical records or only 
records specifi c to a particular condi-
tion. The patient can also indicate how 
long the release form is valid. 

A release form is not necessary 
when a third party is paying a medi-
cal bill or when a patient agrees to 
have friends or family stay in the room 
while a doctor is present. 

HIPPA and its release form are 
both valuable tools. The law permits 
patients to preserve their privacy, but 
in some instances, that information is 
essential to making health decision. 

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care 
advisor. For more, visit www.joanna-
leefer.com.

HIPPA: Good or bad?
ELDERCARE TODAY
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1-917-246-2888.
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MASTER THEATER
1029 Brighton Beach Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11235 

Tickets at www.mastertheater.com

718-732-3838

ENDLESS GENEROSITY 
P R E S E N T S

Special guest: 
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HARBOR WATCH
While most soldiers are 
waking up and prepar-
ing to drive into work at 4 
am, 2nd Lt. Angela M. Di-
Mattia is already start-
ing her day at Fort Car-
son, in Colorado, with 
an hour of high-intensity 
cardio.

DiMattia’s cardio ses-
sion was only a small 
portion of a grueling 14-
week workout and diet 
regimen. DiMattia is 
a bodybuilder and the 
family readiness leader 
for 2nd Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team, 4th Infan-
try Division.

Her regimen con-
sisted of at least one hour 
of cardio twice a day, a 
lifting routine, and six 
planned meals through-
out the day, in addition 
to juggling the responsi-
bilities of being an Army 
offi cer.

“I have to keep my 
heart rate at a certain 
number when I do car-
dio,” DiMattia said. “I 
usually don’t know what 
we will be doing for phys-
ical training [PT], so I 
have to do my own work-
out and whatever we do 
for PT is just extra.”

‘Focus on the 
fi nish’

In order to look her 

best on the stage, Di-
Mattia has to follow her 
workout and diet plan 
meticulously.

“I’m still a soldier, so I 
have to go to [fi eld train-
ing exercises], ranges or 
have to work early days 
or late nights, but I al-
ways have to be one step 
ahead of things I can’t 
control,” she said. “On 
those days I’m tired and 
it’s been a long day, I tell 
myself, ‘You just have to 
focus on the fi nish.’ ”

No stranger to 
the stage

“This will be the 
fourth show I’ve com-
peted in, but my fi rst 
national pro qualifi er 
show,” she said. “My fi rst 
show, in 2015, was really 
small and located in my 
hometown, but since 
then I have mixed a little 
bit of all my [fi tness] ex-
periences into one.”

Although DiMattia’s 
passion for the stage be-
gan in 2015, her commit-
ment to nutrition started 
much earlier.

“I was 2 years old 
when my mother was 
diagnosed with Type 1 
diabetes,” she said. “As 
long as I can remember 
I watched her [inject] 

Training on course 
and in the gym 

HARBOR WATCH
With extreme focus, the soldier 
wiped the plate with a towel, then 
looked up and said, “I’m done.”

Army Pfc. Olena Konotop, a cu-
linary arts specialist based at Joint 
Base Langley-Eustis, Va., had just 
fi nished cooking for the student 
chef of the year event at the 43rd 
Annual Joint Culinary Training 
Exercise in Fort Lee, Va.

“My mother believed every 
girl needed to know how to cook,” 
said Konotop, who has been in 
the Army for 18 months. “There 
is creativity in food and it brings 
cultures and people together.”

Konotop, who has worked in 
the Resolute Dining Facility at 
Fort Eustis for almost a year, em-
igrated from Kherson, Ukraine, 
to Arizona when she was 12 years 
old.

“My mother married my 
[American] stepdad, and he 
brought us to America,” she said. 
“I spoke no English.”

Konotop said she was inspired 
by American culture.

“The mentality of Americans 
is such that if you work hard you 

can be anything you want,” said 
the 21-year-old Konotop. “In the 
Ukraine, only those with money 
get the privileges.”

Konotop strongly believes 
that she can achieve anything 
by working hard and putting her 
mind to the task, which her su-
pervisors say is refl ected in her 
work for the JCTE and at her 
home station.

“[Konotop] has really evolved 
since she started training fi ve 
weeks ago [for JCTE],” said Army 
Sgt. 1st Class Shanta Martin, 
JBLE team manager and Reso-
lute DFAC noncommissioned of-
fi cer in charge. “She has picked 
up so much, taken critiques and 
really turned it around.”

Competing for her fi rst time 
in the JCTE, Konotop said she 
joined the Army because in the 
Ukraine women don’t join the 
military.

“We are viewed as being girly 
and weak,” she said. “I wanted to 
show I could be girly and strong, 
and prove people wrong. My fam-
ily was worried but they have 
been very supportive.”

“Pfc. Konotop is a great soldier 
who takes initiative and is a go-
getter,” Martin said. “She takes 
pride in her work and strives to 
get it right.”

The JCTE student chef event 
showcases the talents of military 
chefs with less than two years in 
service. The annual exercise, ad-
ministered by the Joint Culinary 
Center of Excellence at Fort Lee, 
is the largest American Culinary 
Federation-sanctioned competi-
tion in North America, showcas-
ing the talent of more than 235 
military chefs from around the 
globe in all branches of the U.S. 
armed forces and foreign mili-
tary teams.

The JCTE teams are not com-
peting against each other but 
against the culinary industry 
standards. Awards will be given 
based upon those who meet or ex-
ceed those standards.

“It is great [to be competing],” 
said Konotop, who received a sil-
ver medal for her chicken dish. 
“You have to have a passion for 
what you are doing; that is what 
it is all about.”

SHE’S TOP CHEF

DISHING UP DELICACIES: Army Pfc. Olena Konotop puts the fi nishing touches on her chicken dish during a Student Chef 
event held at the Joint Culinary Training Exercise in Fort Lee, Va.  Photo by Dani Johnson

GYM TIME: Bodybuilder and second Lt. Angela M. DiMattia 
conducts an arm workout at McKibben Physical Fitness Cen-
ter on Fort Carson, Colo.  Photo by Neysa Canfi eld

Continued on page 46
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herself with insulin and 
monitor her carb and 
sugar intake. She made 
me very aware of how 
important it was to take 
care of yourself.”

“I ran 5Ks since kin-
dergarten and I started 
playing softball at 5 
years old,” she said. “My 
fi rst research paper in 
sixth grade was about 
the importance of nutri-
tion and exercise. I even 
made a video of me do-
ing pushups and eating 
celery.”

Seeking a new 
challenge

DiMattia played soft-
ball throughout college 
and slowly progressed 
into more endurance-
based sports such as 
marathons and ultra-
marathons, ultimately 
participating in Iron-
man.

“CrossFit was really 
big and new back in 2012, 
so I joined that commu-
nity,” she said. “I started 
lifting and got stronger; I 
was having so much fun.”

She was still involved 
in endurance sports and 
began volunteering in 
her hometown’s annual 
soldier marathon as the 
Fallen Hero coordinator.

It was then that Di-
Mattia’s interest in join-
ing the military grew. 
Her grandfather was a 
retired Army fi rst ser-
geant.

“So, I was no stranger 
to the military,” DiMat-
tia said. “I have jour-
neyed my entire life and 
the military was a com-
mon pattern throughout 
the years, but after vol-
unteering and seeing the 
names and the history 
behind the fallen sol-
diers it struck a chord in 
my heart that I could no 
longer ignore.”

DiMattia ended up en-
listing into the Georgia 
Army National Guard 
and going through Army 
ROTC.

New coach
Following an injury 

three years ago, she 
turned to her now coach, 
bodybuilder and Strong-
man competitor Thomas 
Wade.

“He and I are on this 
journey together, and 
I don’t want to share it 
with anyone else,” Di-

Mattia said.
Wade said he saw her 

potential immediately.
“When I fi rst met 

[Angie] and she told [me] 
about her athletic back-
ground and that she was 
military. I quickly knew 
she had what it took to 
push herself when things 
got diffi cult,” he said.

He said bodybuilding 
takes dedication, disci-
pline and competitive-
ness. DiMattia showed 
all those qualities, Wade 
said.

Wade said bodybuild-
ing takes a lot of physi-
cal strength and it is 
extremely important to 
have mental toughness.

“You have to be 
strong, mentally, for this 
sport because at the end 
of the day regardless of 
how many people you 
have behind you or what 
is going on in your life at 
that moment, you have 
to make the decision to 
push yourself that extra 
mile,” he said.

Mental strength
“You have to be resil-

ient in times when you 
think you can’t push 
yourself anymore,” 
she said, “because as a 
leader the straighter line 
you walk the more you 
can infl uence others.”

DiMattia also said she 
enjoys helping friends, 
families and soldiers ful-
fi ll their fi tness goals.

“There is nothing 
more rewarding than 
helping someone with 
their own health, length-
ening their life and giv-
ing them tools to become 
a healthier person,” Di-
Mattia said. “I truly be-
lieve that fi tness and 
health are the foundation 
of happiness and your ef-
fectiveness to living.”

DiMattia’s goal for 
the near future is to 
earn her International 
Federation of Body-
builders professional 
card, which allows her 
to compete at higher lev-
els and be supportive of 
the families and friends 
of the soldiers with 2nd 
Infantry Brigade Com-
bat Team.

“If I can help the fam-
ilies here so that the sol-
diers downrange can do 
their jobs in order for 
everyone to come home 
safe, I will be happy,” Di-
Mattia said. “And if any 
family members need ad-
vice on fi tness I am defi -
nitely happy to help.”

Continued from page 45

FITNESS

HARBOR WATCH
Robyn Kramer listened to the 
dull and tiresome beep from a 
heart monitor in a dark hospital 
room in the Southeast Alabama 
Medical Center in Dothan, Ala., 
March 12, 2014. Light cut into the 
room as the door opened and a 
doctor walked in, waking her and 
her husband, Kyle Kramer.

The doctor informed them 
their newborn son, Jack, was in 
worse shape than they’d thought.

“The doctor had tears in her 
eyes, and that’s when she told us 
that she had a bad feeling about 
[his heart],” Robyn said.

That night, the doctor called 
in an echo cardiogram technician 
to perform a scan that revealed 
Jack had hypoplastic left heart 
syndrome, a congenital condition 
causing the heart to improperly 
pump blood to the body. Their son 
was going to need at least three 
open heart surgeries.

“I remember asking her 
straight up, ‘Is he going to die?’” 
Robyn said. “She just had the 
saddest look on her face, and she 
said she didn’t know. That was a 
question from then on that I con-
stantly asked the doctors, and al-
ways got the same sad face.”

From that day on, she and her 
husband, an Air Force captain 
and now a pilot with the 1st Heli-
copter Squadron at Joint Base An-
drews in Maryland, found them-
selves fi ghting a battle to fi x their 
baby boy’s malformed heart. And 
to make it more diffi cult, the di-
agnosis came as a surprise.

“I had all of the proper prena-
tal care,” Robyn said. “There is 
no history of heart disease in our 
family. The second he came out, 
the doctor hadn’t even cut the 
cord yet, and he said, ‘Something 
is wrong with him.’”

The nurses and doctors origi-
nally told them the problem was 
baby Jack’s lungs. He was taken to 
the neonatal intensive care unit 
at the SAMC and was projected 
to return to his family about 12 

hours later. Kyle and Robyn felt 
there was no need to worry.

After additional testing, the 
hospital decided to send Jack to 
the Children’s of Alabama hospi-
tal in Birmingham.

“They ended up fl ying Jack 
out [to Birmingham] because 
they couldn’t take care of him,” 
Robyn explained. “We went down 
to see Jack one last time and the 
fl ight nurse was putting him onto 
a stretcher. The fl ight nurse told 
Kyle to kiss him goodbye, and I 
started crying.”

In the coming months, Jack 
would receive multiple heart sur-
geries, beginning at Children’s 
of Alabama hospital and ending 
at Boston Children’s Hospital in 
Boston.

By the time Jack was 2, he had 
received medical operations cost-
ing more than $2 million dollars.

Kyle, who had been an Air 
Force combat controller, said 
his previous military experience 
helped him tackle the issues his 
family was facing.

“You can sit and wallow in 
self-pity or you can pick yourself 
up and continue on,” he said. “We 
did everything that we could. We 
brought him to the hospital as the 
best option that we had at the mo-
ment, and there was nothing else 
but to have faith that he would 
come out fi ne. That kind of kept 
me going, and I never worried 
about him dying.”

The Kramers didn’t have to go 
through it alone. Kyle and Robyn 
both said they received over-
whelming support from his lead-
ership and unit and remained re-
silient and hopeful in the face of 
Jack’s rare heart condition. Any-
time Jack was in the hospital, 
Kyle was released to go take care 
of him.

“I know that, no matter what 
happens, that his work lets him 
go, whenever it may be,” Robyn 
said. “I don’t know if there would 
be any other job that would be 
so cool with it. It’s so funny, be-

cause Kyle was two weeks from 
separating years ago, and he got 
picked up to be a pilot. If we had 
any other job, things would be so 
different.”

And it wasn’t just colleagues 
and leaders. Kyle said the kind-
ness received from others made 
an unforeseen impact in his life.

“I will forever be in their 
debt,” he said. “That has been the 
most humbling thing I have come 
across. It’s when they say, ‘Go 
take care of your kid’ and that’s 
it. I don’t even know how to say 
thank you.”

Robyn said Jack has far ex-
ceeded the medical standard 
set by doctors for children with 
HLHS for intellectual develop-
ment and physical growth.

“He just got cleared a month 
ago for the fi rst time ever,” Robyn 
added. “He doesn’t have to go 
back to the cardiologist for one 
year, and before that it was every 
three months.”

The Kramers have taken 
up the task of making others 
aware of the rare heart defect 
by maintaining a social media 
presence about Jack and his 
heart defect.

“They appropriately went 
all-in,” said Air Force Maj. Katy 
Tenpenny, a helicopter pilot in-
structor at Fort Rucker, Ala., 
while Kyle was there, and now 
the Air Force District of Wash-
ington chief of helicopter opera-
tions here. “First is understand-
ing and taking care of him, so I 
think that was their immediate 
thought, but I think they are also 
trying to raise awareness.”

With his health now better 
than ever, the Kramers have high 
hopes for Jack’s future and what 
he will accomplish.

“He is going to go to Harvard,” 
Kyle said with a grin. “Harvard 
is the medical school for Boston 
Children’s Hospital, so all his 
doctors are from Harvard. We al-
ways joke that he is going to end 
up back there.”

INK FOR LOVE: Capt. Kyle Kramer, 1st Helicopter Squadron helicopter pilot, and his wife, Robyn, show their matching 
tattoos at their home in North Beach, Md. They got the tattoos after their son, Jack, had his last open heart surgery at 
the age of 2.  Photo by Michael S. Murphy

Miracle surgery for soldier’s baby
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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By Adam Lucente

Here’s listening to you, kid!
A Park Slope piano prodigy 

will debut three of his original 
tunes at a concert with the Regina Opera 
Company this weekend. The Company’s 
48th Annual Gala Concert on April 8 
will feature a collection of famous arias, 
Broadway tunes, and the world premiere 
of three songs from 12-year-old Julian 
Raheb. The preteen pianist blooms while 
in front of a keyboard, said Regina’s 
chairwoman.

“He’s shy except for when you put him 
in front of a piano,” said Francine Garber. 
“The keys fly off ’cause he’s so skilled.”

Raheb has played piano with Regina 
before, but the concert this Saturday will 
mark the first time the company has per-

formed the work of the junior composer. 
His songs include a piano and flute 

duet, which Raheb will play alongside flut-
ist Richard Paratley; a second piece with 
lyrics taken from the Langston Hughes 
poem “I, too,” with the pint-sized pianist 
accompanying soprano Courteney Wilds; 
and a third, orchestral tune based on the 
apocalyptic poem “Fire and Ice” by Robert 
Frost. Raheb will also play a short piece by 
Chopin during the concert.

Raheb said he is most excited to hear 
his song of ice and fire performed by the 
company.

“I think the music I wrote really 
matched the poem,” said Raheb. “When 
I hear that poem, I can picture it in my 
mind.”

The first time he heard Frost’s poem, 

said Raheb, he was inspired to set it 
to music. His compositions begin with 
straight-forward tunes, he said.

“Usually I think of a simple melody, 
and then I harmonize it,” he said.

Garber describes Raheb as a “prodigy,” 
and said she was surprised the first time 
she heard his original compositions. 

“I thought it was remarkable a young 
person wrote all that music,” she said. “For 
a young person, his music is quite interest-
ing and melodic.”

She played Raheb’s music for the com-
pany’s orchestra without telling them who 
wrote it. They liked the tunes, she said, 
and were blown away when they found out 
that 12-year-old Raheb was the boy behind 
the notes.

Raheb, who credits Chopin and Bach 

as influences, developed his songwrit-
ing skills with help from the New York 
Philharmonic’s Very Young Composers 
Program, according to his father Jeff. 
The younger Raheb dreams of someday 
playing solo in that famed Philharmonic 
concert hall, but said that for now, he is 
happy to finally showcase his own songs 
for a Brooklyn audience. 

“I like other people hearing my music,” 
said Raheb. “I see what I accomplished 
and all the hard work I put into it.” 

Regina Opera Company’s 48th 
Anniversary Gala Concert at Basilica of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help school audi-
torium (5902 Sixth Ave., between 59th and 
60th streets in Sunset Park, (718) 259–2772, 
www.reginaopera.org). April 8 at 3 pm. $15 
($13 in advance).

Preteen pianist performs original opera pieces

Young at art

The kid’s alright: 12-year-old pia-
nist Julian Raheb will play several 
songs that he wrote himself at 
the Regina Opera Company’s gala 
concert on April 8.  Jeff Raheb
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By Alexandra Simon

This book is going to be a 
monster hit!

A Brooklyn Heights author 
will launch his new fantasy series 
about kids protecting unicorns and 
other mystical monsters this week-
end, in the trot-up to International 
Unicorn Day on April 9. The former 
teacher behind “The Unicorn Rescue 
Society” debuting at the Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central Branch on 
April 7, said it was inspired by two 
students who were hunting for an 
action-packed book that they could 
still relate to. 

“They were middle grade stu-
dents that wanted novels and books 
that were funny and scary, so I 
thought ‘What’s a funny adventure 
series that I could create for them?’ ” 
said  Adam Gidwitz . “ ‘Maybe a uni-
corn rescue society?’ — the title 
came out of that, and it’s a cool sub-
ject that I wanted to explore.”

The Newbery-winning author 
said that the timing of his book 
launch is a coincidence, but he is a 
big fan of the horned horses, which 
he maintains are real — “they’re 
just very hard to find.”

“Any time I had a student that 
said they don’t exist, 90 percent 
of the time it was a boy, and I’d 
scream back, ‘Unicorns are awe-
some!’ ” he said.

The first novel in the planned 
six-book series, subtitled “The 
Creature of the Pines,” follows two 
New Jersey kids, Uchenna and 

Elliot, and their eccentric social 
studies teacher on a field trip to 
the state’s vast Pine Barren’s land-
scape, where they encounter — and 
rescue — the infamous New Jersey 
Devil from a pair of evil industrial-
ists. The book establishes the set-
ting of the books, and sets the tone 
for the series, said Gidwitz. 

“This book is the first, and it’s 
definitely more adventurous, sus-
penseful, and funny,” he said.

Future books will deal with mon-
sters from mythology around the 
world. Gidwitz wants his readers to 
appreciate the cultures behind the 
creatures, and so he is collaborating 
with authors with Native American, 

Pakistani, Mexican and Cuban back-
grounds, respectively, for the final 
four books of the series.

“I want readers to encounter the 
rich and beautiful cultures in the 
series, so I wrote the first two books, 
but I’m teaming with authors who 
identify with other cultures for the 
third, fourth, fifth, and sixth book,” 
he said. “Working with authors who 
identify with cultures I’m writing 
about gives it a really rich feeling.”

“The Unicorn Rescue Society” 
release party at the Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central Branch [10 Grand 
Army Plaza at Flatbush Avenue, 
(718) 230–2100, www.bklynlibrary.
org]. April 7 at 4 pm. Free.

By Alexandra Simon

Happy Unicorn Day!
Yes, finally we have a 

day to proclaim our love 
of the magical one-horned steeds 
best known for curing poison 
wounds and posing for rainbow 
Lisa Frank posters! April 9 is 
International Unicorn Day, and 
Brooklynites who love the magi-
cal beasts can celebrate them at 
several spots around town:

Toot your own horn!
If you need to blend in with 

a herd of unicorns, you need 
your own rainbow-colored, spar-
kly spiral horn! Fortunately, Park 
Slope has a store dedicated to just 
that: Brooklyn Owl, which sells 
unicorn horns of all colors and 
sizes. This Sunday and Monday, 
the unicorn horn peddlers will 
celebrate Unicorn Day(s) with 
a small celebration, featuring a 
prize wheel game and some cool 

giveaways. 
Brooklyn Owl [252 Flatbush 

Ave. between St. Marks Avenue 
and Prospect Place in Park Slope, 
(718) 737-7017, www.brook-
lynowl.com]. April 8–9, noon-5 
pm. Free. 

Drink up
Get a mouthful of colorful 

stars with a sip of the Unicorn 
Latte, a warming, bright blue 
beverage from The End cafe in 
Williamsburg. The multi-colored 
drink is made with ginger, lemon, 
blue-green algae, vanilla bean, 
and other purportedly healthy 
ingredients, and it will carry you 
away to a magical land — or at 
least to Instagram, where it is a 
real hit.

The End (522 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, 
www.thendbrooklyn.com). Open 
daily, 7 am–8 pm.

Read all about it
Books are Magic will fea-

ture two readings related to the 
enchanting equines on April 8. 
Author Kamilla Benko reads 
from her middle grade novel “The 
Unicorn Quest,” about a girl trav-
eling a magical land, while Jessie 
Sima shows off her picture book 
“Not Quite Narwhal,” about a 
unicorn raised under the sea.

Books are Magic [225 Smith 
St. at Butler Street in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 246–2665, www.
booksaremagic.net]. April 8 at 1 
pm. Free.

By Adam Lucente

They’ve got a Lott of sto-
ries to tell!

A new monthly lec-
ture series at a nearly 300-year-
old farmhouse in Marine Park 
will highlight little-known 
historic marvels throughout 
Brooklyn’s southern neighbor-
hoods. The three-part “Lawn 
Lecture Series,” happening on 
the grass outside the Hendrick 
I. Lott House, will start on April 
15 with a discussion of its often-
overlooked host site, which was 
built in 1720, said the organizer 
of the event. 

“It will put a little context 
into this farmhouse that’s still 
standing in the middle of Marine 
Park,” said Alyssa Loorya, vice-
president of Friends of the Lott 
House. “This area was one of 
the first to be settled in what 
became Brooklyn, and probably 
the least studied.”

That first lecture, from 
Michelle Young and Augustin 
Pasquet, the authors of “Secret 
Brooklyn” will discuss the Lott 
House’s role in the Underground 
Railroad, as well as exploring 
the depths of Dead Horse Bay, 
and probing the origin of Mau 
Mau Island between Mill and 
Gerritsen creeks, which Robert 
Moses had built out of trash in 
the early 20th century.

Loorya, an urban archae-
ologist from Marine Park, is 
excited to discuss the remnants 
of the neighborhood’s rural 
past during her talk on May 6, 
including the remains of an old 
bread mill in Gerritsen Creek 
that was destroyed by a fire in 
the 1930s, and can only be seen 
when the water recedes. 

“At low tide you can see all 
these stones and remnants of a 
wooden structure,” said Loorya. 
“It’s all from the old mill.”

Two of the lectures will 
touch on the Golden Gate Fancy 
Fruits and Vegetables market 
on Flatbush Avenue, which 
opened in 1939 during Marine 
Park’s transition from farmland 
to a suburban residential com-
munity. The market,  owned by 
93-year-old John Cortese , has 
not changed since the 1930s, 
according to his daughter. 

“When you walk into the 
store it’s like walking into 1939. 
Nothing has changed,” said 
Louise McCarthy. “The pressed 
tin ceiling, wooden floors, and 
old stands are all there.”

The June 7 talk will focus 
on historic businesses, including 
Marine Park Hardware and the 
factories on Barren Island, which 
is now Floyd Bennet Field.

The historic preservation 
group behind the talks hopes 
that they will continue beyond 
June. Friends of the Lott House 
also hopes to establish an oral 
history program, which would 
record stories about the past 
from Marine Park natives. The 
project is especially impor-
tant as Marine Park continues 
to develop — at times away 
from its original character, said 
Loorya.

“Neighborhoods grow and 
change, but history belongs 
to everyone,” said Loorya. 
“There’s definitely an interest 
here in local history.”

“Secret Brooklyn: An 
Unusual Guide” at the Hendrick 
I. Lott House (1940 E. 36th St., 
between Fillmore Avenue and 
Avenue S in Marine Park, (718) 
375-2681, www.lotthouse.org). 
April 15 at 2 pm. Free.

“Where It All Began: Marine 
Park’s Rural Past.” May 6 at 2 
pm; and “Working in Brooklyn: 
Early 20th Century Industry.” 
June 7 at 6 pm. Free. 

Horn addiction

A ’CORNY STORY

Make no myth-take!: Children’s author Adam Gidwitz holds the first two books in 
his fantasy series “The Unicorn Rescue Society,” and will launch the introductory 
novel at the Brooklyn Public Library on April 7. Adam Gidwitz

Back in time: The Hendrick I. Lott House in Marine Park will host a series of 
lectures about the area’s history, starting on April 15.  Alyssa Loorya

Little unicorns: Brooklyn Owl sells 
unicorn horns for adults, kids, and 
animals of all types.  Taylor Bringard

The House 
of histories 
Lecture series explores the 

hidden past of Marine Park

Author launches ‘Unicorn Rescue Society’ series
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St Luke’s Theatre, 308 West 46th Street - Telecharge.com 212-239-6200

A New Musical Written by Dorothy Marcic

ForTheGirlsTheMusical.com

From the  Soundtrack  of Your Life
A high energy celebration of women featuring Top-40 songs like 
RESPECT, Stand by Your Man, Girls Just Wanna Have Fun, These 
Boots are Made for Walkin’, I Will Survive, Greatest Love of All…

“Powerful, funny and uplifting!
A musical that both sexes can enjoy.” - Talkin’ Broadway

“FANTASTIC - A WINNER!”
- Broadway World

Photo: Carol Rosegg

SPRING MENU
COMING SOON

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

Open for Dinner
Tuesday – Saturday Starting at 5pm 

Open Sunday from 2-8pm

Closed Monday 

www.GreenHouseCafe.com
718-989-8952

PARTY PACKAGE
PLAN B

Unlimited Wine & Soda 
Three Tier Cheese

Fruit & Crudités Display

HOST CHOICE OF APPETIZERS:
Fresh Melon & Fruit

Penne Marinara or Penne Ala Vodka
HOUSE SALAD

~ GUEST CHOICE ~
Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Francaise 

Rack of Pork, Tilapia Oreganata
Eggplant Rollatine, Shrimp Scampi

(Served with Roasted Potato & Fresh Vegetables)

Occasion Cake, Coffee & Tea
$42.00 Per Person Plus Taxes & 19% Gratuity

Valet Parking, Umbrella Chair & Wishing Well Included

PARTY PACKAGE
PLAN D

FAMILY STYLE HOT APPETIZERS:

Stuffed Mushrooms and Zucchini Chips
HOST CHOICE OF PASTA:

HOST CHOICE OF:
House Salad or Caesar Salad

~ GUEST CHOICE OF ENTRÉE ~

Tilapia Oreganata, Shrimp Scampi, Rack of Pork
(Entrées Served with Roasted Potato & Fresh Vegetables)

Occasion Cake, Coffee & Tea
$52.00 Per Person Plus Taxes & 19% Gratuity

Valet Parking, Umbrella Chair & Wishing Well Included

7721 3rd 718-989-8951

Free Delivery

$1295 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree & a Treat

For Your Special Occasion 
            And Banquet Affair

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA

EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER82
 YEARS

$29.75*$20.75 $26.75*

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

New Corner Restaurant

   Is
 Now Considered A Landmark
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By Julianne McShane

Finally! 
Bushwick hipsters will soon 

be able to stretch into downward 
dog pose while surrounded by the 
bleats of adorable baby goats! The 
owner of an upstate farm will bring 
her “ goat yoga ” classes to Bushwick 
for a two-month sojourn starting on 
April 17. She decided to bring the 
hour-long, $40 class from Gilbertsville 
Farmhouse to the Kings County when 
she realized that goateed Brooklynites 
were making an hours-long trek upstate 
to get zen with the animals. 

“On the farm, we had a lot of suc-
cess with the class, but we realized 
a lot of people were coming from 
the city — they were driving three-
and-a-half hours, coming to the class, 
and then driving home,” said Sharon 
Boustani. “So it just felt like the natu-
ral thing to do, to bring a little bit of the 
farm to Brooklyn.” 

For the greatest of all time yoga 
sessions, four of the farm’s eight 
baby goats will take turns traveling 
from South New Berlin, outside of 
Binghamton, to the Bushwick studio, 
where the animals will follow their 
natural instincts to cuddle and climb 
all over the class’s 40 lucky yogis, 
Boustani said. 

“Goats are natural climbers, and 
they’re a lot of fun and very silly,” 
Boustani said. “When you’re in a lot 
of the yoga positions — on all fours, or 
the plank pose, or child’s pose — it’s 
just a natural activity for the goats to 
jump or climb on you. But they also 

love interacting with people and cud-
dling with people.” 

Bendy borough-dwellers need not 
worry about gruff treatment from the 
rectangular-eyed animals, who all 
had their horns removed at birth. The 
bearded beasts will wear doggie dia-
pers to avoid accidents, and a pack of 
two-legged “goat handlers” will roam 
the room to make sure no other acci-
dents occur, said Boustani. 

The yoga will consist of begin-
ner’s moves that advanced yogis can 
modify to suit their exercise needs, 
but Boustani said the real relaxation 
comes from the happy atmosphere the 
adorable ungulates create — along 

with the post-workout happy hour hap-
pening every other Thursday, with 
drinks made from Red Hook’s Widow 
Jane whiskey.

“It’s an instant icebreaker, an instant 
way for people to connect with the ani-
mals but also with each other  — as 
soon as the goats come in, it’s instant 
laughter, smiles, everybody’s just very 
relaxed,” she said. “The class itself is a 
nice escape from life for an hour.” 

“New York Goat Yoga” (74 
Ingraham St. between Knickerbocker 
and Porter avenues in Bushwick, 
www.nygoatyoga.com). Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, April 17–June 14 at 5 pm 
and 7 pm. $40 ($50 happy hour class).

By Julianne McShane

Rock out before you geek out this 
weekend in the Ridge! 

Bay Ridge rockers can start 
off Saturday with a visit to the Leif 
Bar (6725 Fifth Ave. between 67th and 
Senator streets) where — for $10 — you 
can groove to the tunes of the Ronnie 
Penque Band, a side project from the 
bassist of the country rock act New 
Riders of the Purple Sage. Penque will 
play some of that band’s hits, and some 
Grateful Dead jams, starting at 3 pm. 

After you clear your head and get 
some dinner, dance on down to Red, 
White, and Brew (8910 Fifth Ave. 
between 89th and 90th streets) to take 
in a free concert of rock and party song 
from the Love Tap quartet. The group 
plays favorites by the Eagles, Green 
Day, the Foo Fighters, Three Doors 
Down, and the White Stripes, among 
others, and will play from 10 pm until 
early morning. 

Meanwhile, the geeks, nerds, and 
Poindexters can indulge their obses-

sions at Brooklyn Geek Fest 2.0, a 
two-day celebration of video games, 
comic books, and cosplay held at the 
Best Western Gregory Hotel (8315 
Fourth Ave. at 84th Street). The conven-
tion, running 10 am–7 pm on Saturday, 

and 10 am–5 pm on Sunday, focuses 
mostly on video games, with game 
tournaments and local game retailers — 
including the Ridge’s own Gotham City 
Games — hawking their goods. A kids’ 
cosplay competition on Sunday — with 
cash prizes for the top three winners — 
will give you an excuse to dress up your 
little Ridgites (an adult cosplay contest 
happens on Saturday). Get your tickets 
— $15 for one day, or $25 for both — at 
www.gothamcitygaming.com. 

Finally, head to the Bay Ridge 
Library (7223 Ridge Blvd. at 73rd 
Street) at 1:30 pm on Monday for a 
free showing of “Three Billboards 
Outside Ebbing, Missouri.” The emo-
tional two-hour flick tells the tale of a 
Missouri mother — played by Frances 
McDormand, who won an Oscar for 
the role — who targets the town’s police 
chief with three billboards demand-
ing action, after her daughter’s brutal 
murder goes unsolved for months. Grab 
some popcorn and kick off the week on 
the edge of your seat.

By Alexandra Simon

She’s written a moving 
comedy!

A Brit ish-
Trinidadian playwright 
will launch a heartwarming 
comedy about immigration 
and messy relationships 
this weekend. “Mother-in-
Law,” opening at the Black 
Lady Theatre in Bedford-
Stuyvesant on April 7, fol-
lows undocumented immi-
grant Petra as she prepares 
to marry her fiance Philo, 
only to face interference 
from her soon-to-be moth-
er-in-law. Playwright B. 
Nandi Jacob said that she 
rewrote her main character 
several times in order to 
make her story more rel-
evant to the current situa-
tion with Caribbean immi-
grants — a subject that is 
rarely joked about.

“She wasn’t always 
undocumented, but her 
story is very important to 
the community, and it raises 
the stakes about immigra-
tion,” said Jacob. “But I 
really want people to get 
a critical story and laugh. 
I thought it was important 
enough to highlight while 
laughing, because my cre-
ative art is always surround-
ed with laughter and being 
able to find joy somehow.”

Set in a Brownsville 
apartment, the stage play 
contrasts the highly edu-
cated Petra with her fame-
seeking fiance Philo, who 
Jacob describes as a glori-
fied subway performer.

“This guy wants to be 
Soca star, and he sings on 
the 4 train and tosses his 
hat around for money,” she 
said.

Both are Trinidadian, 

but Petra’s immigration 
status comes with a lot of 
setbacks. And when she 
suspects that her not-quite 
mother-in-law is plotting to 
send her back to Trinidad, it 
puts a great deal of stress on 
her relationship with Philo, 
said Jacob. 

“She is frustrated with 
him, because to him, his 
mom can do no wrong,” 
she said. “But as the plot 
unfolds, he has to make a 
choice.”

Jacob says main-
stream news outlets focus 
on Mexican and South 
American immigrants, 
ignoring how black and 
Caribbean immigrants are 
also affected by new restric-
tions, and that her play is a 
rare chance to learn about 
a story facing many in the 
Caribbean community. 

“In the immigration 
struggle — we are literally 
absent from it, but this issue 
has always been in our com-
munity, especially for those 
who came here and are 
undocumented,” she said. 
“And now that immigration 
has tightened up, there are 
many undocumented immi-
grants who are impacted, 
and going through a mar-
riage like Petra’s. For 
Caribbean people, there’s a 
lot of us who know so many 
stories like this, and my ulti-
mate goal is to get that mes-
sage out there — and make 
people laugh.”

“Mother-in-Law” at the 
Black Lady Theatre [750 
Nostrand Ave. between 
Park and Sterling places in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
771–0900, www.theblackla-
dytheatre.com]. April 7 at 8 
pm. $30.

Bay Ridge: Be there and be square!

KID-FRIENDLY!

Just goat with it: A pack of goats will make a nearly four-hour journey from their upstate 
farm to Bushwick twice a week for a new, hour-long “goat yoga” pop-up class beginning 
April 17.  Korver Photography

She objects: In “Mother-in-Law,” the marriage of Philo and Petra 
(Corey Quammie and Asha John), is threatened by Philo’s mom 
(Anabelle Paez) and her boyfriend (Marvin George).
  Photo by Taylor Balkom

Momma’s boy
Play tackles marriage, 

moms, and immigration

‘Goat Yoga’ clip-clops into Bushwick
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

SAT, APRIL 7
SPORTS, ULTIMATE 

FIGHTING CHAMPI-
ONS 223: $81–$750. 
6:15 pm.

SUN, APRIL 8
SPORTS, JORDAN 

BRAND CLASSIC: $15–
$35. 2:30 pm.

MON, APRIL 9
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS V CHICAGO 
BULLS: $35–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, APRIL 20
COMEDY, MARTIN LAW-

RENCE: $39–$129. 7:30 
pm.

SAT, APRIL 21
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: 
$57–$657. 6 pm.

SAT, APRIL 28
SPORTS, STRAIGHT 

OUTTA BROOKLYN 
BOXING: Daniel Jacobs 
v Maciej Sulecki. $49–
$357. Time tba.

FRI, MAY 11
MUSIC, KYGO: With open-

ing act Blackbear. $45–
$99. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY 

GOOD MUSIC FESTI-
VAL: With Charlie Wil-
son, Kem, Boyz II Men, 
and Joe . $66–$156. 
7 pm.

WED, JUNE 6
MUSIC, DEPECHE MODE: 

$55–$179. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JUNE 8
MUSIC, SOULFRITO 

URBAN LATIN FESTI-
VAL: With Bad Bunny, 
Miky Woodz, Liro Shaq, 
and many more. $76–
$181. 8 pm.

SAT, JUNE 9
MUSIC, 34TH NEW YORK 

SALSA FESTIVAL: With 
Willie Colón, Oscar 
D’León, Rey Ruiz, Andy 
Montañe, and many 
more. $71–$146. 8 pm.

TUE, JUNE 26
MUSIC, PARAMORE: $35–

$89. 7 pm.

WED, JUNE 27
MUSIC, SAM SMITH: $54–

$125. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 14
MUSIC, SHANIA TWAIN: 

$59–$205. 7:30 pm.

WED, AUG 1
RELIGION, HILLSONG 

CONFERENCE: $200. 
tba.

THU, AUG 2
RELIGION, HILLSONG 

CONFERENCE: $200. 
tba.

FRI, AUG 3
RELIGION, HILLSONG 

CONFERENCE: $200. 
tba.

SAT, AUG 18
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER: $tba. tba.

SUN, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $550–$600. 6:30 
pm.

MON, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $tba. tba.

TUE, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE SMACK-

DOWN LIVE: $tba. tba.

FRI, APRIL 6
OUTDOORS, SCAVENGER 

HUNT: Urban Park Rang-
ers guide kids to use all 
of their senses to explore 
the park. Free. 1 pm. Salt 
Marsh Nature Center 
[3302 Avenue U at Stuart 
Street in Marine Park, (718) 
421–2021]. 

ART, CARL MEHRBACH: An 
exhibit of three-dimen-
sional abstract paintings 
and drawings. Free. 3–7 
pm. One Brooklyn Bridge 
Park [360 Furman St., 
waterfront side between 
Piers 5 and 6 in Brooklyn 
Heights, (212) 391–8151], 
www.chashama.org/event/
carl_mehrbach. 

FRIDAY NIGHT BINGO: 
The senior center hosts a 
monthly bingo night with 
pizza, soda, coffee, cake, 
and plenty of bingo cards. 
$12. 4:30 pm. Bay Ridge 
Center [6935 Fourth Ave. 
between Bay Ridge and 
Ovington avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748–0650], 
bayridgecenter.com. 

TALK, “ICONS IN THEIR 
OWN RIGHT”: A panel dis-
cussion about cultural ap-
propriation versus appre-
ciation; and how people of 
color can champion their 
own creative expression. 
Free. 6 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, FRIDAY NIGHT 
FLIGHTS!: Sample four 
fresh brews for $5 bucks 
at the brewery under MCU 
Park. $5. 6 pm. Coney Is-
land Brewery (1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th Street in 
Coney Island). 

THEATER, “THE LITTLE 
BLACK FISH”: A play 
for children, based on a 
celebrated Iranian story. 
$15. 6 pm. Triskelion Arts 
[106 Calyer St. between 
Banker Street and Clifford 
Place in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–3473], www.triskelion-
arts.org. 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S 
TALE”: Arin Arbus directs 
this production of Shake-
speare’s late tragicomedy, 
which features a jealous 
king, a missing daughter, 
and a hungry bear. $90–
$100 ($20 people under 
30). 7:30 pm. Theatre for a 
New Audience, Polonsky 
Shakespeare Center [262 
Ashland Pl. between Ful-
ton Street and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(212) 229–2819], www.
tfana.org. 

COMEDY, SPEAK AMERI-
CAN: A comedy show 
with an accent, featuring 
Aparna Nanchelra, LeClerc 
Andre, Michelle De 
Swarte, and more. Free. 
8 pm. Friends and Lovers 
(641 Classon Ave. between 
Dean and Pacifi c streets 
in Crown Heights), www.
fnlbk.com. 

MUSIC, BEHIND BARS: A 
hip-hop showcase featur-
ing a live freestyle battle, 
performances, spoken-
word, food, drink, and 
more. Free with RSVP. 
9 pm. Acoustik Garden 
Lounge (1515 Atlantic Av-
enue at Albany Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant), 
tondef.splashthat.com. 

SAT, APRIL 7
TOUR, BROOKLYN CUL-

TURAL DISTRICT WALK-
ING TOUR: A free two-
hour walking tour explores 
the cultural landscape of 
Fort Greene. Free. 11 am. 
BAM Plaza (Flatbush Ave. 
at Lafayette Ave. in Fort 
Greene), www.faballiance.
org/events. 

TOUR, HISTORIC KINGS 
THEATRE TOUR: Learn 
about the history and 
architecture of a former 
movie palace and its new 
life after a $95M restora-
tion. $15. 2 pm. Kings The-
atre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

THEATER, “THE LITTLE 
BLACK FISH”: 4 pm and 6 
pm. See Friday, April 6. 

MUSIC, SPRING CONCERT: 
A concert from pianist 
Sergio Sandi and clari-
net player Adrian Sandi. 
$10. 7 pm. St. Andrew 
the Apostle Church [6713 
Ridge Blvd. at Senator 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
680–1010]. 

THEATER, “RUN! IT’S GET-
TING UGLY”: In this satire 
about racism and discrimi-
nation, a white nationalist 
family has an identity crisis 
when they “contaminated” 
by Mexican culture. $15. 7 
pm. Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill), www.jackny.org. 

MUSIC, MUSIC OF BRITAIN 
AND FRANCE: Pianist 
Marie Blair performs works 
by Faure, Debussy, Quilter, 
Bridge, and Alwyn. $15. 
7:30 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

THEATER, “KING LEAR”: 
The Royal Shakespeare 
Company presents the 
tragic play about a king 
who loses his kingdom and 
then his mind, played by 
Sir Antony Sher. $35–$135. 
7:30 pm. BAM Harvey 
Theater [651 Fulton St. 
at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, DAYMÉ AROCENA: 
A soulful mix of Latin, 
jazz, and R&B infl uences. 
$35 ($30 in advance). 8 
pm. Pioneer Works [159 
Pioneer St. between Imlay 
and Conover streets in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–3001], 
pioneerworks.org. 

MARKET, MADE BY HAND 
MARKETS, SPRING EDI-
TION: The best in hand-
made and design artisans 
in the fi elds of fashion, 
jewelry, accessories, art, 
home and lifestyle goods. 
Free. 1 pm. Old First Re-
formed Church [729 Caroll 
Street, in Park Slope, (347) 
551–6735], wwww.made-
byhandmarkets.com. 

OUTDOORS, OPENING 
WEEKEND PARADE: 
More than 1,000 youth 
league players will parade 
down Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope to the Long 
Meadow Ball Fields, where 
an 1860s-style exhibition 
game will be played with 
the Brooklyn Atlantics in 
historic uniforms and gear. 
Free. 10 am–2 pm. Long 
Meadow Ball Field 1 Pros-
pect Park (Prospect Park 
West and 14th Street in 
Prospect Park). 

OUTDOORS, OPENING 
WEEKEND FAIR: After the 
Opening Day Parade, join 
the Prospect Park Alliance 
and community partners 
for music, activities and 
food for the whole family. 
Free. 11 am–3 pm. Pros-
pect Park (Bartel Pritchard 
Square, at 15th street and 
Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope) www.prospectpark.
org. 

FAMILY, LOVE DOUBLE 
DUTCH PARTY: Celebrate 
the art and fun of double 
Dutching with the National 
Double Dutch League 
on the roof of Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum. $11 
museum admission. 11 am. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

READING, STORYTIME: Au-
thor and illustrator Ricardo 
Cortés presents his latest 
book, “Sea Creatures from 
the Sky.” Free. 11:30 am. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. El-

liott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200], green-
lightbookstore.com. 

PROSPECT PARK SCAVEN-
GER HUNT: An historical 
scavenger hunt of Pros-
pect Park in celebration 
of Opening Weekend! 
Participants will need at 
least 1 team member with 
an iPhone with the Urban 
Archive App. Advanced 
registration required. Free. 
Noon–3 pm. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

TALK, CAMPIRE CONVERSA-
TION: Join Prospect Park 
Alliance and the Brook-
lyn Public Library around 
the campfi re for the fi rst 
Campfi re Conversation of 
2018! Please Register in 
advance. $3. 7 pm. Lefferts 
Historic House [452 Flat-
bush Ave. between Empire 
Boulevard and Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 789–2822], www.
prospectpark.org. 

SUN, APRIL 8
MUSIC, TOM GHENT: Singer/

songwriter. $10. 4 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

FILM, “A COTTAGE ON 
DARTMOOR”: A 1929 
silent-movie noir-ish thriller 
that explores jealousy in 
a love triangle, with live 
piano accompaniment by 
Bernie Anderson. Free. 
12:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch [10 
Grand Army Plaza between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.bklynlibrary.org. 

READING, DESKS: A reading 
series of short pieces, fol-
lowed by an open mic for 
written material of about 
three minutes. Free. 8 pm. 
The Corners (395 Nostrand 
Ave. between Madison 
and Putnam avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant). 

MON, APRIL 9
TALK, WHO WROTE THE 

BIBLE?: The fi rst of three 
classes about the origin of 
the Bible. $25. 7 pm. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Ave. between 80th 
and 81st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

FUND-RAISER, “PARK 
SLOPE MOMS — THE SE-
RIES” SILENT AUCTION: 
The dark comedy set in 
Park Slope holds a silent 
auction to raise money for 
production of the show. 
With a sneak-peek table 
read. Free. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Burgers and Beer (259 
Fifth Ave. at Garfi eld Place 
in Park Slope), www.brook-
lynburgersandbeer.com. 

THEATER, “HENRY VI, PART 
1” SHAKES-BEER-IENCE: 
High-energy actors per-
form Shakespeare’s his-
tory play, featuring Joan 
of Arc kicking England out 
of France, with a script in 
one hand and a beer in the 
other. Free. 8 pm. The Way 
Station [683 Washington 

Continued on page 54

Jump for joy: Kids will jump through hoops — or ropes, at least 
— at the Love Double Dutch Party on the roof of the Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum on April 7. Brooklyn Children’s Museum

Bullseye!: The Brooklyn Nets will surge past the Chicago Bulls 
at their April 9 match, the final game of the season at Barclays 
Center. Associated Press / Kathleen Malone-Van Dyke
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Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open Mic and Stand 
-Up. Free. 9pm. Fred-
dy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th 
streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

FILM, “SECRET AGENT 00 
SOUL”: Billy Dee Williams 
wears a Dracula cape and 
fi ghts mummies in this 
bizarre 1990 fl ick. $5. 9:30 
pm. Alamo Drafthouse 
[445 Albee Square West 
between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets in Down-
town, (718) 513–2547], 
www.drafthouse.com/nyc. 

MUSIC, TOMI: The Brook-
lyn singer-songwriter 
performs songs from her 
upcoming album. $10. 10 
pm. Baby’s All Right [146 
Broadway between Bed-
ford and Driggs avenues 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
599–5800], www.babysall-
right.com. 

MUSIC, REV. VINCE AN-
DERSON AND THE LOVE 
CHOIR: Free (donations 
appreciated). 10:30 pme. 
Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, APRIL 10
ART, OPENING RECEPTION: 

Sara Terry’s “Forgiveness 
and Confl ict: Landscapes 
from Nelson Mandela’s 
South Africa.” Free. 6 pm. 
United Photo Industries 
Gallery (16 Main Street, 
Gallery B, between Plym-
outh and Water Streets in 
Dumbo). 

DINING, TASTE OF FIFTH: 
Sample food and drinks 
from more than 45 local 
restaurants and bars; along 
with music, dancing, and 
more. $60. 6:30 pm. Grand 
Prospect Hall (263 Pros-
pect Avenue between Fifth 
and Sixth Avenues in Park 
Slope), www.parkslope-
fi fthavenuebid.com. 

READING, ANDY MARINO: 
The Brooklyn author 
launches his new book 
“Autonomous,” a thriller 
about a group of kids on 
road trip with a driverless 
car that has ideas of its 
own. Free. 7 pm. Power-
House Arena [28 Adams St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

MAXFUNDRIVE MEET-UP: 
Podcast hosts from the 
Maximum Fun Network 
meet and mingle with fans, 
at a bar owned by one of 
the hosts of “The Flop-
House” bad movie pod-
cast. Free. 7 pm. Hinter-
lands Bar (739 Church Ave. 
between E. Seventh and E. 
Eighth streets in Kensing-
ton), www.facebook.com/
hinterlandsbar. 

Continued from page 53 READING, MADELINE AL-
BRIGHT: The former Sec-
retary of State reads from 
her new book, “Fascism: A 
Warning.” Ticket price in-
cludes a copy of the book. 
$32 ($28 for Congregation 
Beth Elohim members). 
7:30 pm. Congregation 
Beth Elohim Early Child-
hood Center [Eighth Ave. 
and Garfi eld Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3814 
X210], www.community-
bookstore.net.  

WED, APRIL 11
MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 

Celebrate the life and 
music of Nat “King Cole” 
as the croooner shares a 
selection of his well known 
hits, with pianist Dan Fur-
man. 7–10 pm. Leo’s Casa 
Calamari [8602 Third Av-
enue at 86th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 921–1900]. 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S 
TALE”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, April 6. 

THEATER, “KING LEAR”: 
7:30 pm. See Saturday, 
April 7. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The 
Chicago-style stand up 
showcase features Ronny 
Chieng, Chanel Ali, Drew 
Michael, and more. Hosted 
by Saurin Choksi. $10 ($5 in 
advance). 9 pm. The Gutter 
[200 N. 14th St. between 
Berry Street and Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–3585], thegutter-
brooklyn.com. 

THURS, APRIL 12
TOUR, REMAN DAY 2018: 

Join Cartridge Evolution 
to learn about remanufac-
turing. With tours of the 
Brooklyn Army Terminal 
and the group’s facility. 
Bring an empty ink car-
tridge to recycle! Free. 1 
pm. Brooklyn Army Ter-
minal Annex [80 58th St. 
at First Avenue in Sunset 
Park, (718) 788–0678], car-
tridge-evolution.com. 

TALK, FINANCIAL AND ES-
TATE SEMINAR: Come 
to this informative event 
and learn about elder law, 
estate planning; probate, 
wills and trusts, special 
needs planning and more. 
Complimentary dinner 
served. Hosted by Ronald 
Fatoullah & Associates. 
Registration required. 
6:30 pm. Bridgeview Diner 
[9011 Third Avenue at 90th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (516) 
466–4422]. 

TALK, EXPLORE FLATBUSH 
TOURISM MIXER: An 
evening dedicated to pro-
moting local tourism in our 
borough. Free. 7–9 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flat-
bush Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

COMEDY, UP N’ COM-
ING: Musical comedy duo 
Reformed Whores hosts 
a comedy showcase fea-
turing Clark Jones, Julia 
Johns, and Sharron Paul. 

Free. 9 pm. Cobra Club 
(6 Wyckoff Ave. between 
Jefferson and Troutman 
streets in Bushwick), www.
cobraclubbk.com. 

FRI, APRIL 13
TALK, WORKSHOPS FOR 

ALZHEIMER’S AND DE-
MENTIA CAREGIVERS: 
New York Memory Center 
offers two free workshops: 
“The Virtual Dementia 
Tour” and “In-Home Safety 
and Activities.” Please 
RSVP. Free. 10 am and 
11:15 am. Restoration Plaza 
[1368 Fulton St. at Marcy 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 636–6996], 
www.nymemorycenter.org. 

DINING, BEER MANSION: 
Brooklyn Brewery hosts 
a beer bash with tastings 
from seven breweries, and 
four rooms of music, art, 
and activities in the former 
Williamsburgh Savings 
Bank. $65 ($120 VIP). 6–10 
pm. Weylin (175 Broadway 
at Driggs Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg), www.brooklyn-
brewerypresents.com. 

FILM, PICTURE FARM FILM 
FESTIVAL: An eclectic mix 
of animation, experimen-
tal, and narrative fi lms. 
$12–$15. 7 pm. Wythe 
Hotel [80 Wythe Ave. at 
N. 11th Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 460–8000], 
www.wythehotel.com. 

MUSIC, TERRACE MAR-
TIN: Grammy-nominated 
creative synthesis of jazz, 
rhythm and blues, and 
hip-hop. $35–$50. 8 pm. 
National Sawdust [80 N. 
Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (646) 
779–8455], www.national-
sawdust.org. 

SAT, APRIL 14
TOUR, WHISKEY WARS FAC-

TORY TOUR!: Join Kings 
County Distillery on a tour 
and tasting that explores 
whiskey scandals of the 
past and the resurgence 
of the industry today. $20. 
4:30 pm. Brooklyn Navy 
Yard at BLDG 92 [63 Flush-
ing Ave. at Carlton Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 907–
5932], www.bldg92.org. 

OUTDOORS, DISCOVERY 
HIKE: Search for signs of 
spring along this round-
trip hike and discover clues 
that nature has left behind. 
Suitable for children aged 
six and older. Free. 1 pm– 
2:30 pm. Canarsie Park 
(Seaview Ave. and East 
91st Street in Canarsie), 
www.nycgovparks.org/
events. 

DINING, CHEF’S LAB: Edible 
Brooklyn hosts a dinner 
series featuring industry 
innovators who celebrate 
local sustainability. With 
Chef Alex Raij of Basque 
restaurant Txikito. $95. 5 
pm. Industry City (220 36th 
Street between Second 
and Third Avenues in Sun-
set Park). 

DANCE, “I AM TANGO”: 
More than two dozen 
dancers present the evo-
lution of the tango over 
time. $32. 8 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS  
PERFORMANCES HOME

(718) 368-5596 
www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org 

Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd., Brooklyn

Tony Award Winner Randy Graff! 

MADE IN BROOKLYN…
BOUND FOR BROADWAY

Saturday, April 28th at 8:00  p.m. | $32 

Latin ACE Award-Winner:  
BEST SHOW OF THE YEAR! 

TANGO LOVERS’ Gold Label
Discover the passion and excitement of tango  

with World Champion tango dancers!

Saturday, April 14th at 8:00 p.m. | $32 
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BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/
StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com

PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094
www.panashnyc.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11358
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com 
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net
SHERATON (LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL)
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354
(718) 670-7408
www.sheratonlaguardiaeast.com
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000, www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street, Tribeca, NY
(212) 941-7661, www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500
woodhavenmanorny.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Ave., Bronx, NY 10461, 
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
109-19 155th Street, Jamaica, NY 11433
(347) 724-7044
(718) 526-3725
www.fl owerbymassenetnyc.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088, www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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CALL 718-260-2555 TO ADVERTISE HERE
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We reserve the right to limit quantities to one can or package on sale items. Items offered for sale are not available in case lots. Alcoholic beverages may not be available in all locations. We are not responsible for typographical errors. Some Items Not Available in all Locations. 1942_PG1_4-6-18

WIC - EBT - FOOD STAMPS

SALES
ONLY AT:

WE ACCEPT:FOOD UNIVERSE 1942

2424 FLATBUSH AVE. BROOKLYN, NY 11234
718-758-1289

FREE
DELIVERY

STORE HOURS

7:00AM - 11:00PM

7:00AM - 10:00PM

7:00AM - 9:00PM

MONDAY - FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

ATM
PARKING LOT

PHONE ORDERS

USDA Government Inspected
Fresh

Boneless
Chicken
Breasts

$199
lb. Family Pack - 3 Lbs or More

$199

11.5-16 Oz Box
Assorted

Entenmann’s
Loaf
Cakes

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

2/$4

60 Fl Oz Pkg
Assorted

Kool-Aid
Jammers
10 Pack

Lay’s
Potato
Chips

5-8 Oz Bag ... Assorted
Kettle Cooked or Regular

2/$5 5/$4

12-16 Oz Pkg 
Bow Ties, Fideos or Assorted

Luigi Vitelli
Imported
Pasta

4/$12
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 4.
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Canada Dry
12 Pack
CC d D

144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Assorted
7UP, A&W, Squirt, Sunkist,
Country Time or

MIX &
MATCH! 3/$5

64 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted Drinks or

Snapple
Iced Tea

YOUR
CHOICE!

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer. 

$189

4 Lb Bag
Granulated

Key Food or
Urban Meadow
Sugar

$599

Crisco
Oil

128 Fl Oz Cont 
Corn, Canola or Vegetable

With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers.

48 Fl Oz Cont
Assorted

Edy’s
Ice Cream

SAVE
$5.99

3/$10
With Club Card. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3.

14 Fl Oz Cont ... Assorted
Non-Dairy Desserts or Gelato, Sorbet, Frozen Yogurt oryy

Häagen-Dazs
Ice Cream

5/$5

$950 2/$5 $999$99999¢

With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers. Must Buy 5.

4.4-6.65 Oz Box
Cheesy Garlic Breadsticks
or Assorted

1 Lb Pkg
Assorted

500 Gram Pkg
Assorted

850 Gram Pkg
Assorted

14.1 Oz Pkg

Celeste
Pizza
For One

Victory
Sweet Shop
Baklava

Misko
Pasta

Mythos
Greek Beer
6 Pack

Ioniki
Filosophy
Spiral
Pies

g

Ulker
Tea
Biscuits

$399
With Club Card. Limit 4 Offers.

28 Oz Can828 28 Oz OO Cananan

Keebler
Export
Soda
Crackers

67.2-72 Fl Oz Pkg
11.2-12 Oz Beer or Cider

72 Fl Oz Pkg
12 Oz Assorted

11.11.2 12 2 O2 Oz Bz eereer orr C Ciderde

727272 FlF OO PkPk
Stella Artois or

$999
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Corona
6 Pack

$799

Scott
Paper
Towels

SSSS ttt
8 Megal Rolls
Equal To 12

$699

Marcal
Bath 
Tissue

Bounty
Paper
Towels

MM ll
24 Double Roll Pack or
Prepriced 20 Roll Pack

12 Large Rolls = 15 Regular Rolls

2/$5

40 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

Tide
Simply
Detergent

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers.

C
O

1
CKey Food

Paper 
Towels

KK F
8 Roll Pack
2 Ply

$499

Hefty
Foam
Plates

H ftt
50 Count Pkg
8 7/8 Inch

2/$5
$1499

Porterhouse
Steaks

USDA Choice Beef
Bone-In ... Shell, T-Bone or

YOUR
CHOICE!

$699
lb. Family Pack

USDA Choice Beef
Boneless

Bottom
Round
Roast

$299
lb.

$199
lb.

Center Cut
Pork 
Chops

C
Bone-In
Sliced

Family Pack

$499
lb. Sliced To Order

GlenRock
Deli
Ham

10% Water Added33% Lower Sodium
or Classic Pork & Beef

$899
Sliced To Orderlb.

Rare
Roast 
Beef

R
Homestyle

lb.lbbbbb.
$699

Sliced To Order

Alpine Lace
� Muenster
� Swiss
� American
  Cheese

Yellow or White

YOUR 
CHOICE!

$499
Sliced To Orderlb.

Key Food
Muenster
Cheese

GGG
D
H

111

New York State
Cheddar
NN YY kkk SSS

Aged 9 Months
Store Cut
Yellow or White

$399$$$$$$$$$333333lb.
999999999

Sold By The Piece

AAAAA
�
�
�
 

YY

Maple
Glazed
Donuts

24 Oz Pkg ... 12 Count
Jumbo

2/$5

Carr’s
Crackers

4.25-7 Oz Pkg
Assorted

2/$5

$499
Sliced To Orderlb.

YOUR 
CHOICE!

K
M
CCC

Santa Marta
Manchego
SSSSSSSa tnta MMMa trta

Imported
Aged 6 Months

$999$$$$$$$$$999999lb.
99999999999999

Sold By The Piece

savings!

Sale
Dates

Apr
Fri.

6
Sat.

7
Apr

Sun.

8
Apr

Mon.

9
Apr

Tues

10
Apr

Wed

11
Apr

Thurs.
Apr

12

MIX &
MATCH!

Coke
or Sprite
12 Pack11112222 PPPPaaaaaaaaaaaacccccckk

3/$12
CCCC kkkk

144 Fl Oz Pkg ... 12 Oz Assorted 
Barq’s, Dr. Pepper, Fresca, Fanta,
Seagram’s, Tab, Mello Yello,
Minute Maid, Fuze,

With Club Card & Add’l $10 Purchase. Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 3. 
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

4/$5
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Pepsi or
Mountain Dew
2 Liter

P ii

67.6 Fl Oz Btl ... Assorted
Lipton, Mug, Mist Twst, Crush,
Schweppes, Hawaiian Punch,

MIX &
MATCH!

YOUR
CHOICE!

Sugardale
Bacon
S dd l
12-16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$399

P
SSSSSSSSSSSSSS

U
BOscar Mayer

Deli
Fresh
Meat

OO MM
7-9 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$299

Oscar Mayer
Fun Pack
Lunchables

OOO MMM

Assorted:
9.2-10.2 Oz Pkg 
With 100% Juice or
8.9-10.8 Oz Pkg

2/$5

C
P
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

C
B
SSBallPark

Beef
Franks

BBBBB llllPP kkkk

15 Oz Pkg
King or Bun Size
(Excludes: Angus)

$299

U
B

B
RR
RRR

Shady Brook Farms
Ground
Turkey

ShShShShS dddd BB

16 Oz Pkg
Fresh All Natural
93% Lean

$299

USDA Choice .. Fresh
Whole Regular Style or 
Butt Portion

American
Leg of
Lamb

$399
lb.

3/$10

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

Poland Spring
Water
24 Pack

W

C
1
CC

14
7U
CCA�ua�na

Water
24 Pack

405.6 Fl Oz Pkg
Half  Liter Btls

$399333333
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.

M
B
T

MM
2
PTide

Detergent

50 Fl Oz Btl

$699

$799 YOUR
CHOICE!

20 Lb Bag
Long Grain White

Key Food or
Urban Meadow
Rice

With Club Card. Limit 1 Offer.

MIX & 
MATCH!

Boar’s Head
Bologna

Plum
Tomatoes

99¢
lb.

US #1

Fresh Attitude
Salads

$499

F h AAAA i

11 Oz Clamshell
Assorted

Cantaloupes

99¢
ea.

U

Maradol
Papayas

99¢
lb.

ee lb

MaMaMaMaMaMarararararadodolllloll

eee lblbll .

Anjou,
Bartlett
or Bosc
Pears

99¢
lb.

YOUR
CHOICE!

Fresh
Mangos

99¢
ea.

Dole
Salads

DD ll

14 Oz Bag ... Classic Coleslaw or
10 Oz Bag ... Creamy or Angel Hair Coleslaw 

or Shredded: Carrots or Red Cabbage

4/$5MIX &
MATCH!

Giorgio
Baby Bella

Mushrooms

16 Oz Pkg ... Value Size
Sliced or Whole

2/$5
Washington State ... Extra Fancy

New York State ... Extra Fancy

ggg

NN YY kkk S

Red Delicious or 
Gala or

McIntosh
Applesppppppppppp

99¢
lb.

cyycyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
yyyyyyyyyy

YOUR
CHOICE!

Organically Grown
Fuji
Apples

$199

OO i ll G

Washington State
Fancy

$$$$$$
lb.

Hass
Avocados

99¢
ea.

3 Lb Bag

Bee Sweet
Gold Nugget

Mandarins

$499

Welch’s
Seedless
Grapes

$199

WW lll h’h’
Seeded Red Globe or
Red, Green or Black

lb.

p

$$ 999999

YOUR
CHOICE!

HomHomeststttttttyleyleyleylyllyleyleyleyleyleyy

¢¢¢¢¢
.

$$$$ 999999999999$$$$$$

HH tttttt llllll

lblbb.b.llll

Giorgio
Organic
Mushrooms

2/$5

Gii i
8 Oz Pkg ... Sliced or Whole:
Baby Bella or White

s MIX &
MATCH!

Green Giant
Idaho
Potatoes

10 Lb Bag
US #1

$299

WW

NN

RR
GGGGG

MM
AAAA

Calbee
Harvest
Snaps

3/$5

CC lblb

3.3 Oz Pkg
Assorted

1
B

L
I
P

Gatorade
Sports
Drinks

32 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

5/$5

Pompeian
Apple Cider
Vinegar

PP ii
16 Fl Oz Btl

2/$5

4
G

K
U
S

Rao’s
Sauce

24 Oz Jar
Assorted

$599

L
P
C

5
KWelch’s

Fruit
Rolls

4.5 Oz Box
Assorted

2/$5

uy 2.

C
o
111

CCCC

1
B
S
MM

Key Food
Peanuts

16 Oz Can
Assorted

$299

6
A

S
I

W

Skinny Pop
Popcorn
Skinny
Pack

SkSSkii
3.9 Oz Pkg

$499

Kellogg’s
Pop-Tarts
K ll ’
14.53 Oz Box ... 8 Count
Assorted

$299

P
M
2

P

6
L
SCombos

Snacks

6.3 Oz Bag
Assorted

2/$5

1
N

HH
I

Hershey’s
Syrup

24 Fl Oz Btl
Assorted

2/$5

1

U
T
B

Victory
Sweet Shop
Easter
Bread

Vi t
35 Oz Pkg

$1975

8
A

I
F
S
P

Fantas
Frozen
Okra

F t
450 Gram Pkg

$499

M
G
6

Apollo
Fillo
Dough

A ll
16 Oz Pkg
Assorted

$299

5
A

M
P

Marco Polo
Preserves
M
13 Oz Jar
Assorted

2/$5

222

KK
E
S
C

Djerdan
Burek
Pies

950-980 Gram Pkg
Assorted

$1199

6
A

K
J
1

Nabisco
Family Size
Snacks

NNNNNNNaNabibiiiiiibibibibibissscscco

13-20.6 Oz Pkg ... Assorted 
Oreos, Ritz or Chips Ahoy!
(Packages Marked Family 
Size Only)

SnSnSnSnSnnacacacacacacacaca kkkkkkksksksssksksskssssssssssss
2/$66666666
With Club Card.
Limit 2 Offers. Must Buy 2.

½ Size
Deep
Steamer
Trays

½ Si
10 Count Pkg

2/$5

Eza
Greek
Beer

11.2 Fl Oz Btl

2/$333333
Plus Deposit Where Applicable.


