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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Finally! 

Bushwick hipsters will 
soon be able to stretch into 
downward dog pose while 
surrounded by the bleats 
of adorable baby goats! The 
owner of an upstate farm 
will bring her “ goat yoga ” 
classes to Bushwick for a 

two-month sojourn start-
ing on April 17. She decided 
to bring the hour-long, 
$40 class from Gilberts-
ville Farmhouse to Kings 
County when she realized 
that goateed Brooklynites 
were making an hours-long 
trek upstate to get zen with 
the animals. 

“On the farm, we had 
a lot of success with the 
class, but we realized a lot 
of people were coming from 
the city — they were driv-
ing three-and-a-half hours, 
coming to the class, and 
then driving home,” said 
Sharon Boustani. “So it just 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The city has fi nally taken steps to 
corral the cars in a Fourth Ave-
nue gas station parking lot where 
drivers habitually drove on the 
sidewalks, endangering local kids 
walking to a nearby school.

The Sunset Park mom who led 
the charge to fi x  what she called a 
“death trap”  cheered the victory.

“Everyone did everything that 
they said they would do,” said Ar-
senia Reilly-Collins, who lives on 
31st Street just a few doors down 
from the station and walks her 
son Declan to school at PS 172 ev-
ery day.

The city Department of Trans-
portation has installed granite-
block barricades at the Speed-
way station between 30th and 31st 
streets, and reps for the gas station 
painted arrows clearly marking 
where cars should enter and exit. 

 Reilly-Collins and other par-
ents initially complained in Jan-
uary that the city was endanger-
ing kids’ lives by ignoring the 
problem of cars speeding into 
the station and erratically driv-
ing onto the sidewalks to reach 
the pumps . The principal at PS 
172, Jack Spatola, said the station 
has been a danger since it opened 
about a decade ago and that he 

BY ADAM LUCENTE
A boy with special needs is 
afraid to get back on a bus 
after a driver for the Ber-
gen Beach company that 
takes him home from school 
drove him around for more 
than four hours while ap-
parently lost, and didn’t get 
him home until well after 

nightfall, according to the 
child’s  grandmother.

“He cries every day 
that he doesn’t want to 
go to school,” said Sheryl 
Chavez. “He’s afraid it will 
happen again.”

Dominic Czaplinski, 
from Windsor Terrace, 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 6Continued on page 14

Slope mom’s 
new TV show

BY COLIN MIXSON
Even television shows are locally 
sourced in Park Slope!

A Slope mom is collecting cash 
from neighbors to bring a come-
dic series she penned about life 
in the stroller capital of Brooklyn 
— and the parental utopia’s dark 
side — to the small screen.

“Park Slope is very interesting 
in that everything looks pretty 
and is politically correct on the 
surface, but then you scratch that 
a little bit and fi nd it’s not quite 
what you thought,” said Alexan-
dra Foucard, who has lived in the 
neighborhood since 2002. “The 
show explores the area’s under-
belly, and that’s where the com-
edy comes from.”

Foucard’s  “Park Slope Moms”  
focuses on the exploits of made-up 
matriarchs who serve on the par-
ent-teacher association of PS 519 
— a fi ctional elementary school 
— and the mothers’ struggle for 
power within the cutthroat orga-
nization.

Continued on page 12

THE SHOW MUST GO MOM!: Park Sloper Alexandra Foucard, left, is hard at work raising money for a show that would 
feature Zillah Glory, center, and Irene Gelzos, right, and roast the neighborhood, along with its its stroller-pushing 
denizens.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

MAMA DRAMASidewalk 
success

It’s kid-friendly yoga!Boy left on bus
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JUST GOAT WITH IT: A pack 
of goats will help with“goat 
yoga” pop-up class beginning 
April 17. Korver Photography
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Inquire within now!  

917.444.3043

B Q B82B7

SPRING INTO YOUR 
SUMMER BODY NOW!

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

Every Angle

The ELITE PROTOCOL

M.A.S. Swing 15 piece big band will perform music from the Great 
American Songbook including songs by Frank Sinatra, Glenn Miller, 

Tommy Dorsey and Benny Goodman

PM - 5PM

Tamaqua Bar and Marina
84 Ebony Ct. (located at the end of Channel Ave. off Gerritsen Ave.)

Gerritsen Beach, Brooklyn, NY 11229
Tickets $25.00 per person will include hot buffet

Parking on the premise

Please call for reservations: Marie Stack 917-841-1617
www.mariestack.com

M.A.S.
Swing

BY ADAM LUCENTE
This building is up-and-
coming!

A fancy offi ce and re-
tail center in Coney Island 
is nearing completion, as 
its spaces are fi lling up 
with tenants. Cammeby’s 
seven-story glass building 
on Sheepshead Bay Road is 
now 50-percent leased, and 
one real estate broker says 
it will bring a high-end 
shopping and business ex-
perience to the heart of Co-
ney Island.

“There’s nothing there 
to rent that’s quality. 
There’s no signifi cant re-
tail corridor,” said Ma-
ria Savidis from Marcus 
and Millichap real estate. 
“This is trying to change 
things up.”

The property between 
W. Sixth and Eighth streets 
is part of Cammeby’s Nep-
tune/Sixth residential 
and commercial develop-
ment, which also includes 
plans for a 41-story resi-
dential tower at the site of 
Trump Village Shopping 
Center. Spaces in the new 
offi ce and retail center be-
came available for leasing 
around six months ago, 
and the tenants currently 
include a U.S. Post Offi ce, 
I and M Wines and Liquor, 
Danny’s Cafe Express, and 

Krupa Card Store. The 
beloved D II department 
store, which  Coney Island-
ers rallied to keep at the 
location , will also move to 
the new building from the 
Trump Village Shopping 
Center. For the rest of the 
space, the company is seek-
ing tenants from the medi-
cal and non-profi t worlds, 
according to a Cammeby’s 
spokeswoman.

But potential occupants 
had better act fast, since 
there are only two store-
front spaces still available, 
she said.

The 41-story apartment 
tower, which will be on 
Neptune Avenue between 
W. Fifth and W. Sixth 
streets, will also include 
a one-story retail center 
with parking on the roof. 
Construction began there 
at the end of 2017, and ten-
ants will include CVS 
Pharmacy, Capital One 
and Apple Bank, among 
others, the spokeswoman 
said. 

Getting 50 percent of the 
commercial space fi lled in 
roughly six months is im-
pressive, according to Sa-
vidis, who said that Coney 
Island’s retail scene has 
been hurt by the growth 
of online sellers in recent 
years.

“I think it’s smart to 
put it there near the train. 
Retail has taken a bit of a 
hit,” she said. “There aren’t 
many rentals because of the 
e-commerce market.”

Savidis added that a 
seven-story shopping and 
business space is not com-
mon on the island.

“It’s unheard of,” she 
said. “Everything is single-
story over there.”

The executive director 
of the Alliance for Coney 
Island, which champions 
turning the neighborhood 
into a year-round destina-
tion, is delighted to see ten-
ants piling in.

“This is a great rate 
and we’re excited to see it 
open,” said Alexandra Sil-
versmith. 

There is a desire for 
more shopping spots on 
Coney Island, accord-
ing to the local business 
booster. 

“I think there is a need 
for more retail options 
in Coney Island and ex-
pect that they will be fre-
quented,” she said.

The building’s construc-
tion is currently wrapping 
up, and tenants will be able 
to move in starting at the 
end of April, according to 
the Cammeby’s spokes-
woman. 

It’s fi lling up!
ALMOST DONE: The seven-story offi ce and retail center on Sheepshead Bay Road from the developer 
Cammeby’s is now 50 percent leased, and tenants will be able to move in by the end of the month. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Tenants leasing S’Head Bay retail center
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re schooling fi shers!

New signs warning anglers about the dangers of eating 
marine life caught in the fetid Gowanus Canal will soon 
line the toxic waterway after members of a neighborhood-
advisory group asked the Feds overseeing its cleanup to 
put up a dozen placards in English and Spanish at prime 
casting spots.

“We ask that such warnings be placed in reasonably 
likely fi shing locations and at each public-access location 
where people can easily make physical contact with the ca-
nal,” locals in the Gowanus Community Advisory Group 
wrote in a letter to the Environmental Protection Agency 
bigwig in charge of the ongoing cleanse.

The state’s Departments of Health and Environmental 
Conservation typically handle hanging regulations related 
to fi sh consumption along bodies of water. But because the 
canal fi lled with noxious sludge, tampons,  poop , and  dead 
cats  — as well as with apparently edible creatures of the 
deep — is a  federal Superfund site , protection agency lead-
ers can fast-track the production of the warnings, accord-
ing to the scrub’s steward.

“It is a Superfund site, so the EPA has jurisdiction 
to produce signs, which is an easier process than going 
through state agencies,” said Christos Tsiamis.

Federal and state offi cials worked together to create 
a draft placard that is now being reviewed by the neigh-
borhood group, according to Tsiamis, who discussed the 
request at a March 27 meeting with the locals and said it 
is ultimately up to his agency and the state to decide how 
many signs go up and where to hang them, and that those 
who polluted Brooklyn’s Nautical Purgatory — including 
the city and utility company National Grid — must foot the 
bill for the warnings.

“The state prepared a format, it is the expert on the 
health issues — so once we get the CAG’s input then I will 
ask the parties responsible for the contamination,” he said.

Line casters who dare drop hooks into the canal’s 
murky abyss must fi rst obtain a $25 permit from the state 
and sign up with its recreational-marine-fi shing registry 
if they are 16 or older, but aspiring anglers 15-years-old or 
younger can fi sh for free without registering, according 
to information from the Environmental Conservation De-
partment.

And now that the cleanup is underway, members of the 
neighborhood group demanded signs in both languages 
featuring universally understood graphics in order to in-
form more people of potential fi shing hazards after the 
city plastered less specifi c warnings near the waterway’s 
 sewer outfalls  — which release excess storm water and 
sewage into the canal during heavy rainfall — and by the 
popular fi shing spot at the nearby Columbia Street pier in 
Red Hook.

“As dredging begins, there’s a strong sense that there 
should be enough so that people are aware,” said Commu-
nity Advisory Group member Marlene Donnelly.

The new placards will list about 15 fi sh and shellfi sh 
including the American eel, gizzard shad, striped bass, 
and blue crab that allegedly are found in Brooklyn’s Nau-
tical Purgatory — where other sea creatures including 
the young Minke whale  “Sludgie”  and a  dolphin  met their 
early ends after getting trapped in the channel — and 
warn locals that anything caught in its toxic waters could 
contain chemicals that are dangerous to eat, particularly 
for women and children, according to drafts obtained by 
this newspaper. 

One warning, for instance, cautions that men older 
than 15 and women older than 50 can safely munch on up 
to six blue crabs per week, but that ladies younger than 50 

— especially those bearing child — and kids younger than 
15 should not risk taking a single bite.

But the draft signs curiously do not address the health 
risks of consuming  three-eyed fi sh  such as the specimen 
one angler claimed to hook in the Gowanus Canal in 2015.

And elsewhere on Brooklyn’s Nautical Purgatory, the 

slow-going  dredging-and-capping pilot program  that got 
stuck in the mud  in January  due to equipment-related set-
backs kicked off on March 22, according to Tsiamis, who 
said he expects the process of removing chemical-fi lled 
sediment from a portion of the canal’s fl oor before cover-
ing it with a protective layer to wrap sometime in June.

Blue crab, with a side of chemicals
New signs will warn anglers about health hazards of eating seafood from Gowanus Canal 

CAST WITH CAUTION: The Environmental Protection Agency is installing new signs that warn local anglers about the dangers of eating 
seafood caught in the Gowanus Canal, where intrepid Brooklynites have been known to fi sh, canoe — and swim — despite its rancid reputa-
tion. File photo by Erin Lefevre

Blue crab
These crustaceans 

found in Brooklyn’s 
Nautical Purgatory 
— which men over 15-
years-old and non-preg-
nant women over 50 can 
eat up to six times per 
week, according to En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency and New York 
State offi cials — also fea-
ture as ingredients in 
dishes such as the jumbo 
lump crab cakes served 
by Kings County’s epon-
ymous seafood shack, 
 Brooklyn Crab .

 
Striped bass

The fi sh known by its 
cross-body stripes that 
run from gills to tail goes 
for $10.99 a pound at the 
Fairway supermarket in 
Red Hook, according to its 

 online inventory . 
But officials caution 

that only men older than 
15 and non-pregnant 
women older than 50 
should eat any hooked in 
the Gowanus — and no 
more than once a month.

Black sea bass
Local seafood slinger 

Greenpoint Fish and Lob-
ster Co. describes this fi sh 
—  which it sells for $12.99 
a pound  and is known to 
fl oat beneath the canal’s 

surface — as “mild-tast-
ing.” Men 15 and older and 
non-pregnant women older 
than 50 can indulge in lo-
cally caught specimens up 
to four times a month, ac-
cording to offi cials.

Porgy
This species — which 

the Greenpoint restau-
rant and market hawks 
for  more than $20 per fi sh  
— is also among the ca-
nal’s marine life.

And, similar to the 
black-sea bass found in 
the Gowanus, it can make 
an appropriate meal for 
non-pregnant women 50 
and older and men over 
15-years-old no more than 
four times a month if reeled 
in from the channel, ac-
cording to federal and state 
leaders. — Julianne Cuba

Reel talk: Species that live in the canal
Those who think marine life can’t survive in the fetid Gowanus Canal — which has 

claimed the lives of  dolphins  and  whales  — might be surprised to know just how many 

living things allegedly thrive in its murky waters. Here’s a list of some fi sh swimming 

there that locals may also recognize from restaurant menus or their neighborhood 

market’s seafood section:

CRABS!

PORGY!

BASS!

MORE 
BASS!
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$29.75*$20.75 $26.75*

$36.00*
$33.00
$36.00

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA*

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American  
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA

EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER82 
 YEARS

New Corner Restaurant

     I
s Now Considered A Landmark

Visit our state-of-the-art facility located at 2025 Kings Hwy
718-339-6868 www.brightoneye.com

Most insurances accepted

A D V E R T O R I A L

BRIGHTON EYE
LASER TREATMENTS 

FOR YOUR EYE HEALTH!
Millie R. Fell, MD, FACS

Lasers have been used in ophthalmology 
for more than 30 years for many different 
conditions. Patients often associate lasers 
with negative connotations. However, with 
today’s advanced technology lasers can of-
ten be used in our offi ce:

glaucoma patients to reduce eye 
pressure, a procedure called SLT or selec-
tive laser trabeculectomy can eliminate the 
need for eye drops or decrease the amount 
of drops used for some patients;

narrow drain or nar-
row angle to open the drain, a procedure 
called laser iridotomy proves effective;

cataract surgery to 
create a window in a membrane thus greatly 
improving vision, a procedure called YAG la-
ser capsulotomy can be used;

Diabetics and patients with reti-
nal diseases, laser treatment can be used 
to close leaking blood vessels and thus im-

are fellowship-trained at NYU in treating 
medical diseases of the eye;

retinal holes, laser 
treatment can seal the hole and thus prevent 
retinal detachment.

These treatments are painless and take 
only a few minutes. Drops are used to anes-
thetize the eye and a lens is placed on the 
eye so that the patient can keep the eye 
open comfortably during the procedure.

nology femtolaser in eligible cataract pa-
tients in order to make the procedure faster, 
more precise and safer.

Call our offi ce today to schedule a con-
sultation with our Board Certifi ed doctors 
and see if you can be helped by any of these 
treatments.  

To ensure that your eyes are and remain 
healthy, it’s always good to schedule a rou-
tine examination on an annual basis. Come 
and visit our state-of-the-art facility.

Clinical Assistant Professor 
of Ophthalmology NYU

TAKING CARE OF BROOKLYN’S EYES FOR OVER 27 YEARS

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
They’re six-hundred years 
young!

Staff at an East Flatbush 
nursing home toasted a 
half-dozen female residents 
for reaching triple digits at 
a March 28 bash celebrat-
ing the oldsters and the 
culmination of Women’s 
History Month.

“Since we have so many 
centenarians, and many of 
them are women, we fi g-
ured this would be a great 
way to honor them,” said 
Angela Cooper, a spokes-
woman for the city-run 
McKinney long-term care 
facility. “We wanted to cel-
ebrate our unsung heroes.”

The women — 100 year-
olds Rebecca Gilmore, Car-
olyn Burton, and Caroline 
Binns; 101 year-old Marga-
ret Alcindor; 103 year-old 
Enid Peterkin; and Lucille 
Watson, who will turn 100 
on April 22 — all received 
well-wishes for their mile-
stone birthdays at the 

event. 
And all but Alcindor — 

who missed the party be-
cause she wasn’t feeling 
well — dressed in resplen-
dent purple and gold for the 
occasion, according to Coo-
per, who said the festivities 
touched the ladies of the 
hour.

“They felt so happy to 
know we were honoring 
them, and they all looked 
regal,” she said. “It’s what 
they deserved.”   

Commemorating the 
elders while they’re still 
alive is important because 
many other Women’s His-
tory Month tributes recog-
nize deceased legendary 
ladies, not those who still 
walk among us, Cooper 
said.

“Most of the time we 
honor people who are no 
longer living, but I person-
ally feel that every woman 
has contributed to society,” 
she said. 

Organizers bestowed 

certifi cates of excellence 
upon the honorees, noting 
particular achievements of 
each woman. 

Binns, for instance, has 
40 great-grandchildren, 
while Peterkin still ac-
tively sings in a local choir, 
Burton worked dozens of 
jobs in her career, Watson 
traveled during her youth, 
and Gilmore is a surviving 
twin, according to Cooper, 
who said all of the cente-
narians deserve applause 
for simply persevering 
through so many different 
eras.

“They might not be law-
yers or doctors, but some 
of them have children who 
have done something in 
our community and that’s 
worth celebrating,” the 
spokeswoman said. “In 
1918, women didn’t have 
many rights, but these 
women have contributed in 
ways we don’t know — and 
they have lived to tell us 
about it.”

GOLDEN LADIES: McKinney Nursing and Rehabilitation Center’s six 100-year-old female residents 
were celebrated on March 28 for Women’s History Month. 
 NYC Health and Hospitals / McKinney Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

WONDER 
WOMEN

Six ladies celebrate three-digit birthdays
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Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on all 
types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & other 
benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s far too big!

The builders propos-
ing a massive development 
nearly three times the 
size of what can currently 
go up on a Boerum Hill 
lot shouldn’t even bother 
breaking out their shovels, 
according to one pol who 
blasted the plan at the fi rst 
meeting of its public-review 
process on Wednesday.

“This project should be 
dead on arrival,” Public 
Advocate Tish James, who 
lives in nearby Clinton Hill, 
said during the hearing in-
side the auditorium at St. 
Francis College in Brook-
lyn Heights, which was 
so packed that organizers 
turned some people away.

James joined more than 
200 people, most of whom 
also charged the super-sized 
scheme has no place in the 
neighborhood, at Commu-
nity Board 2’s meeting kick-
ing off the city’s Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure 

for  80 Flatbush  — a project 
by real-estate company Al-
loy Development that calls 

for constructing 38- and 74-
story high-rises as part of 
a fi ve-building complex on 
a lot bounded by Flatbush 
and Third avenues and 
State and Schermerhorn 
streets.

The development will 
also include a new home for 
the already on-site Khalil 
Gibran International 
School, which educators 
claim lacks much-needed 
resources in its current 
crumbling facility; a new 
350-seat elementary school; 
cultural, offi ce, and re-
tail space; and 900 housing 
units within the two towers 
— 200 of which will be per-
manent, below-market-rate 
apartments that Alloy will 
create in partnership with 
affordable-housing builder 
the Fifth Avenue Commit-
tee.

But in order to build the 
skyscrapers, bigwigs at lux-
ury real-estate fi rm must 
get the city to approve a re-
zoning that would nearly 

triple the plot’s allowable 
“fl oor-area ratio” — a mea-
surement abbreviated as 
FAR that determines how 
high a structure can be 
relative to the size of the 
land it is on — to 18 from its 
current designation of 6.5. 
The builder’s desired fl oor-
area ratio is also 33 percent 
larger than the citywide ra-
tio cap of 12 for residential 
complexes with affordable 
housing, according to the 
Department of Buildings.

Leaders of the Depart-
ment of Education and that 
agency’s Educational Con-
struction Fund — which 
uses money from builders 
to erect public schools in 
new developments at no cost 
to the city — gave the proj-
ect a thumbs up, claiming 
it would help alleviate over-
crowding in the local dis-
trict by providing a net gain 
of 164 elementary-school 
seats, according to an Edu-
cation Department rep.

But many of the locals 

at the meeting  laughed that 
claim off , arguing that even 
if there are extra seats, all 
of them will likely go to 
kids of wealthier families 
who move into the swanky 
digs because the so-called 
affordable apartments in-
side the taller tower won’t 
be ready until 2025 — three 
years after the shorter 
high-rise’s 250 luxury units 
are completed.

“The current proposal 
will not alleviate but likely 
exacerbate both the cur-
rent student overcrowding 
issue and the school equity 
issue,” said Camille Casa-
retti, the head of the Com-
munity Education Coun-
cil for District 15, which 
includes schools in parts 
of Boerum Hill and Fort 
Greene as well as nearby 
Carroll Gardens and Park 
Slope. “To date we have not 
received even one positive 
comment about this proj-
ect from the 30,000 families 
that we represent.” 

And other critics 
pointed out that the schools 
may struggle to recruit stu-
dents because the class-
rooms will be fi nished long 
before the entire develop-
ment is fi nished, forcing 
young minds to put up with 
ongoing construction for at 
least three years.

“Living through years of 
noise, the school will mostly 
like lose a lot of enrollment,” 
said Fort Greener Lucy Ko-
teen. “Who will want to 
send their kids there?”

A slew of reps for other 
pols including Assembly-
woman Jo Anne Simon, 
state Sen. Velmanette 
Montgomery, and Assem-
blyman Walter Mosely — 
whose districts all include 
Boerum Hill — joined 
James in expressing op-
position to the towers. But 
a rep attending on behalf 
of local Councilman Ste-
phen Levin did not speak, 
and Levin — who has 

Mass resistance to mega-development
Locals and politicians turn out in force to oppose developer’s proposed super-dense towers in Boerum Hill

Continued on page 12

HARD SELL: Local pols and 
residents slammed the rezon-
ing proposal for the builder 
behind 80 Flatbush, arguing 
the mega-development has no 
place in Boerum Hill at the fi rst 
of several public meetings in a 
citywide review process.
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felt like the natural thing to 
do, to bring a little bit of the 
farm to Brooklyn.” 

For the greatest of all 
time yoga sessions, four 
of the farm’s eight baby 
goats will take turns trav-
eling from South New Ber-
lin, outside of Binghamton, 
to the Bushwick studio, 
where the animals will fol-
low their natural instincts 
to cuddle and climb all over 
the class’s 40 lucky yogis, 
Boustani said. 

“Goats are natural 
climbers, and they’re a 
lot of fun and very silly,” 
Boustani said. “When 
you’re in a lot of the yoga 
positions — on all fours, or 
the plank pose, or child’s 
pose — it’s just a natural 
activity for the goats to 
jump or climb on you. But 
they also love interacting 
with people and cuddling 
with people.” 

Bendy borough-dwellers 
need not worry about gruff 
treatment from the rectan-
gular-eyed animals, who all 
had their horns removed at 
birth. The bearded beasts 
will wear doggie diapers to 
avoid accidents, and a pack 
of two-legged “goat han-
dlers” will roam the room 
to make sure no other acci-
dents occur, said Boustani. 

The yoga will consist of 
beginner’s moves that ad-
vanced yogis can modify 
to suit their exercise needs, 
but Boustani said the real 

relaxation comes from 
the happy atmosphere the 
adorable ungulates create 
— along with the post-work-
out happy hour happen-
ing every other Thursday, 
with drinks made from 
Red Hook’s Widow Jane 
whiskey.

“It’s an instant ice-
breaker, an instant way for 
people to connect with the 
animals but also with each 
other  — as soon as the 
goats come in, it’s instant 
laughter, smiles, every-
body’s just very relaxed,” 
she said. “The class itself is 
a nice escape from life for 
an hour.” 

Yoga-lovers who do not 
go for goats have plenty 
of other options in Brook-
lyn this month. Those who 
want to stretch and sip 
booze sans animals can 
do it at the Gowanus brew-
ery Strong Rope “ beer and 
broga” class for dudes , hap-
pening next  on April 29 . 
There are yoga classes  for 
human kids  in Bay Ridge, 
sessions set alongside kit-
ties at the  Brooklyn Heights 
Cat Cafe  on April 28, and 
yogis can strike a Warrior 
pose  while poets read their 
work  at the Brooklyn Pub-
lic library on April 8.

“New York Goat Yoga 
Brooklyn Pop-Up Studio” 
(74 Ingraham St. between 
Knickerbocker and Porter 
avenues in Bushwick, www.
nygoatyoga.com). Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, April 17–
June 14 at 5 pm and 7 pm. 
$40 ($50 for happy hour 
class).

Continued from page 1 

GOAT YOGA

YOU GO, YOGA GOAT: The friendly goats will roam the yoga class, 
bringing peace and goodwill whereever they go, said the owner of 
Gilbertsville Farmhouse. Korver Photography

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
A Brooklyn College stu-
dent is organizing a walk 
in Manhattan on April 15 to 
raise awareness of multiple 
sclerosis, a central nervous 
system disorder he was di-
agnosed with when he was 
18-years-old.

Bensonhurst native Ja-
mil Luis Cruz discovered he 
had the disease just months 
after joining the Navy fi ve 
years ago, and since then 
he has been on a mission to 
change the public’s percep-
tion of the disease.

“When I tell people that 
I have multiple sclerosis, 
they say ‘Are you serious? 
You shouldn’t be as active 
as you are’ or ‘You don’t 
look like you have it,’ ” 
said Cruz. “I’m very lucky 
I guess because I was diag-
nosed very early.”

Cruz participated in his 
fi rst fund-raising walks for 
multiple sclerosis as a Cub 
Scout before he really un-
derstood what the disease 
was. His only knowledge of 
the illness then was from 
a family friend who is par-
tially paralyzed from it.

“I actually started walk-
ing when I was 8 years old 
and didn’t have MS then,” 
he said. “My Cub Scout pack 
did a multiple sclerosis walk 
every year and I didn’t know 
what that was, but I fi gured 
if everyone else was doing it 
I wanted to do it too.”

The annual multiple scle-
rosis walk, led by his Boy 
Scout leader, petered out af-
ter fi ve years, but shortly af-
ter his diagnosis, Cruz — by 
then an Eagle Scout — de-
cided to revive it. 

Multiple sclerosis is a 
chronic neurological dis-
ease affecting the brain 
and spine. It often disrupts 
the body’s nerve functions, 

causing severe damage and 
a myriad of symptoms af-
fecting vision and mobility, 
but the effects can some-
times be subtle. For many 
sufferers, including Cruz, 
the disease is a hidden dis-
ability unknown to most 
unless disclosed.

The symptoms depend 
on the person and how early 
the disease was diagnosed, 
according to Cruz’s doctor, 
a neurologist at New York 
University Langone Hospi-
tal — Brooklyn.  

“Regardless of the type 
of disability, especially at 
early stages, symptoms 
may not always be physi-
cal,” said Dr. Nada Abou-
Fayssal. “But a lot of symp-
toms that people experience 
prevent someone from func-
tioning normally, or feeling 
fatigue and pain that could 
prevent them from holding 
a job.”

A side effect that often 
comes with the disease is 
depression, she added, but 
said that Cruz has remained 
upbeat, and can serve as an 

example to others living 
with multiple sclerosis.

“It’s not uncommon that 
I have patients that look 
good when they come to 
see me, but are also deal-
ing with depression from 
having a chronic disease,” 
she said. “He is an amaz-
ing guy. He’s gone through 
a variety of medications 
and that’s not stopping him. 
He always has a great posi-
tive attitude and he doesn’t 
let things stop him — he’s a 
true leader.” 

Cruz’s treatment regi-
men includes taking a half-
dozen medications — some 
weekly and others twice a 
year, to control his symp-
toms. He also takes anti-de-
pressants and is socially ac-
tive in school, church, and 
with the Boy Scouts.

He does not always dis-
close his disorder to every-
one he meets, but he tries 
to spread the word because 
he believes the more peo-
ple who know about it, the 
closer researchers will be 
to fi nding a cure.

“I believe I will see a 
cure for multiple sclerosis 
in my lifetime, so I tell as 
many people as I can. I tell 
my classmates after I’ve 
known them for a while, be-
cause I do want to raise the 
awareness,” said Cruz.

His goal overall is to in-
crease knowledge about his 
disease to rally support for 
research as with other more 
commonly known diseases.

“Let’s say someone comes 
over to you and says ‘donate 
to breast cancer,’ everybody 
would give money, but when 
it comes to multiple scle-
rosis, people ask ‘What’s 
that?’ ” said Cruz. “The more 
awareness, the more people 
that don’t know about it will 
hopefully want to donate. 
If I can get one person who 
didn’t know about multiple 
sclerosis before to donate, 
then I’ve done my job.”

“Walk MS” Pier 97 (Hud-
son River Greenway at W. 
57th Street in Hell’s Kitchen, 
www.nationalmssociety.
org). April 15 at 10:30 am. 
Meet-up at 9:30 am. Free.

FINDING A CURE: Bensonhurst native Jamil Luis Cruz suffers from multiple sclerosis and is organiz-
ing a walk next month to raise awareness and change the public perception of what the disease looks 
like.   Photo by Mike Beitchman

WALK WITH PURPOSE
Bensonhurster organizes walk to help cure nerve disorder
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM THE RESPONSIBLE
INSURANCE COMPANY INCLUDING

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance

Rates Down While Maintaining
An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

LEAVE ALL YOUR CONCERNS WITH US
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s full speed ahead! 

State pols late on March 
30 passed their much-
anticipated budget with 
a provision authorizing 
use of the streamlined de-
sign-build process in the 
city-led reconstruction 
of the derelict Brooklyn–
Queens Expressway — a 
green light that should 
evoke cheers from locals 
and motorists across the 
fi ve boroughs, according 
to an advocate.   

“This is a major victory 
for Brooklynites, Staten 
Islanders, and anyone who 
drives on the BQE,” said 
Brooklyn Heights state 
Sen. Brian Kavanagh, 
who pushed for authoriza-
tion of design-build in Al-
bany. “It’s an example of 
government stepping up 
to protect New Yorkers, 
and to keep our communi-
ties safe.” 

The okay gives the local 
Department of Transpor-
tation permission to so-
licit one bid for the design 

and construction phases 
of its project to repair 
a three-tiered, 1.5-mile 
stretch of the expressway 
from Atlantic Avenue to 
Sands Street, instead of 
soliciting separate offers 
for each part of the fi x.

Consolidating the 
phases will shave about 
$100 million from the re-
pair’s total $1.9-billion 
price tag, according to 
design-build proponents, 
who claim the process will 
also cut at least two years 
from the job’s timeline, 
allowing it to end before 
2026, the year when  tran-
sit experts warned they 
would have to boot the 
thousands of trucks that 
travel the decaying triple 
cantilever daily down lo-
cal streets  in order to pre-
vent its collapse.  

And with design-build 
authorization now in the 
budget, Brooklyn Heights 
residents and their neigh-
bors will be spared from 
the massive headache that 
heavy big-rig traffi c on 

side streets would cause, 
according to Kavanagh, 
who earlier this year  ral-
lied to demand the process  
with Assemblywoman Jo 
Anne Simon (D–Brooklyn 
Heights) and other advo-
cates.  

“We must do every-
thing we can to ensure 
that while we’re rebuild-
ing the BQE, we aren’t 
destroying our neighbor-
hoods in the process,” he 
said. “Design-build en-
sures trucks are kept off 
local roads and stay on 
highways, where they be-
long.”

In January, Gov. Cuomo 
unveiled his  initial draft 
of the fi scal plan without 
including design-build 
for the expressway repair , 
and  his second attempt 
at the budget  released in 
February also lacked the 
authorization.

But later that month, 
the governor  signaled his 
support for the process  in 
a letter penned to local of-
fi cials, going on to call de-

sign-build “essential” to 
the looming infrastruc-
ture fi x.

A trio of Albany law-
makers including state 
Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge) and Simcha Felder 
(D–Midwood) then tried 
to  tie authorization of the 
streamlined procedure 
with putting armed cops 
in every school across 
the city , worrying some 
of their colleagues who 
feared the package deal 
would present an impass-
able roadblock.

That proposal, how-
ever, did not make the bud-
get now awaiting Cuomo’s 
signature, which green-
lights design-build with-
out any inextricable con-
ditions, but mandates the 
city get the state Trans-
portation Department’s 
approval at three points 
throughout the process 
— a fairly customary re-
quirement, according to a 
rep for Kavanagh. 

Local transit offi cials 
expect to release their 

draft environmental-im-
pact statement on the ex-
pressway rehabilitation 
this summer, prior to con-
ducting additional public 
hearings in order to fi nal-
ize the statement by early 

next year. And if all goes 
according to plan, repair 
work could now begin 
as early as 2021 with the 
authorization of design-
build, according to trans-
portation leaders.

State okays faster BQE fi x

FIX IS IN: The state is allowing the city to use design-build in its 
reconstruction of the triple cantilever. File photo by Evan Gardner
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The Be Proud Founda-
tion is a not-for-profit orga-
nization that consistently 
helps the community, and it 
has a history of galvanizing 
local businesses to become 
involved, too. 

It partnered with the 
law offices of Sinayskaya 
Yuniver P.C. to raise funds 
to bring Passover meals to 
Brooklynites in need on 
March 22. As a result of the 
team effort, 600 baskets of 
food were brought to fami-
lies so they could enjoy the 
holidays.

The law firm made a fi-
nancial contribution, and 
hosted the event that in-
cluded politicians and pro-
fessionals from a variety 
of industries — law, health, 
and real estate, among 
them. Politicians in atten-
dance included the chief of 
staff from Assemblyman 
Steven Cymbrowitz’s office, 
a representative from the 
office of Councilmember 
Mark Treyger, a representa-
tive from the office of state 
Sen. Diane Savino, and The-
resa Scavo, chairperson of 
Community Board 15.

The event doubled as 
a Grand Opening for the 
law firm, as partners Irene 
Sinayskaya and Steven 
Yuniver who, after years 
of operating solo law prac-
tices, merged to form the 
new company that bears 
both their names. 

“We wanted to have 
a Grand Opening with a 
charitable aspect to it, and 
with Passover coming, this 
seemed appropriate,” Ms. 
Sinayskaya said. The party 
was so much fun, it was sup-
posed to end at 10:30 pm, 
but wound up going until 
midnight as the partners 
brainstormed with local 
leaders about the changing 
landscape of Brooklyn, and 
how their firm is prepared 
to assist.

Both attorneys have 
global reputations, as they 
have represented individu-
als and corporations from 
four different countries. Be-
tween them, they speak six 
languages. Among the mat-
ters they handle include 
business and licensing, 
audits, policies and proce-

dures, compliance, employ-
ment law, and healthcare. 
They assist throughout ev-
ery step of the legal process, 
negotiating contract terms 
to achieve the maximum 
benefit for clients.  

“We have a great team 
of two attorneys, and three 
paralegals that are dedi-

cated to obtaining results,” 
said Ms. Sinayskaya. 

The partners chose Ave-
nue U as the firm’s location 
because it is the community 
where they grew up, where 
they were raised, and where 
many of their clients live. 
Ms. Sinayskaya obtained 
her Bachelor of Science in 

Finance at Pace University 
before graduating from the 
Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law 
Center with a Juris Doctor. 
She has practiced exten-
sively on regulatory mat-
ters dealing with healthcare 
corporations, international 
investment, and large cor-
porate transactional deals. 

She guides on a number of 
regulatory and compliance 
matters as in-counsel to 
companies with more than 
1,000 employees. 

Mr. Yuniver has exten-
sive experience in repre-
senting companies dealing 
with regulatory standards, 
audits, and employment 

practices. He has repre-
sented Russian, German, 
and international tech com-
panies. He regularly ap-
pears in Federal courts on a 
wide range of issues. 

“We invite you to grown 
with our dedicated firm,” he 
said. “Our community is our 
family, and we treat each of 
our clients like our family.”

The Be Proud Founda-
tion has made Passover 
meals possible to those in 
need for nine years now. It 
is one of its many commu-
nity endeavors. The not-for-
profit organization works 
with families and the com-
munity to promote accep-
tance and understanding  
throughout the borough. Its 
founder and executive di-
rector is Raisa Chernina.

Sinayskaya Yuniver 
PC [710 Avenue U between 
E. Seventh and E. Eighth 
streets in Gravesend, (718) 
402–2240, www.Sinayskay-
ayuniver.com]. 

Be Proud Foundation 
[2805 E. 26th St. between 
Emmons Avenue and Shore 
Parkway in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 788–7773].

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E

Be Proud Foundation and law firm help families
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* For eligible full-time students. See full details at vaughn.edu.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
And they’re off!

Cyclists can now start pedal-
ing through some Kings County 
intersections 10 seconds before 
the drivers next to them, city 
transit leaders announced this 
week at one of those junctures 
in Boerum Hill. The head start, 
which already exists for pedestri-
ans at more than 2,000 crosswalks 
across the fi ve boroughs, makes it 
safer for bike riders because it al-
lows motorists to see them before 
they put pedal to metal, accord-
ing to a local civic guru.

“It allows someone on a bike 
to get into a driver’s fi eld of vi-
sion,” said Eric McClure, the 
head of Community Board 6’s 
Transportation Committee, who 
also runs the street-safety group 
StreetsPAC. “Just a signifi cant 
improvement — gives pedestri-
ans and bikers time before driv-
ers head out.”

The Department of Transpor-
tation is installing “cyclists use 

pedestrian signal” signs at 19 
Kings County intersections — in-
cluding at Atlantic Avenue and 
Smith Street and along Fourth 
Avenue at Dean, 18th, 19th, 21st, 
29th, 30th, 35th, 36th, 37th, 38th, 
40th, 41st, 42nd, 43rd, 46th, 59th, 
62nd, and 63rd streets — where 
the head starts, or so-called Lead-
ing Pedestrian Intervals, are al-
ready available to those travers-
ing the pavement on foot. At these 
intersections,  the walk signal for 
pedestrians appears seven-to-11-
seconds before a red light turns 
green , allowing people to move 
before vehicle traffi c starts driv-
ing in the same direction. 

The Brooklyn signs giving cy-
clists that same advantage are 
among a total of 50 being rolled 
out at junctures across the city 
as part of a seven-month pilot 
program announced on March 
27, during which Transportation 
Department bigwigs will collect 
data they will then use to formu-
late more permanent traffi c-fl ow 

fi xes, according to the head of the 
agency’s bicycle and pedestrian 
programs.

“We will be watching the re-
sults closely, and measuring the 
various impacts of the pilot to 
determine next steps,” said Sean 
Quinn. 

And some statistics already 
prove a head start can save a life 
— a 2016  study  found the number 
of fatalities dropped by more than 
half at intersections equipped 
with leading-pedestrian inter-
vals, according to the Transpor-
tation Department, which still 
requires two-wheelers to yield to 
people on two feet in any cross-
walk. 

In 2017, 22 people suffered in-
juries in crashes at the Kings 
County intersections in the pilot 
program, fi ve of whom were pe-
destrians or cyclists, according 
to  data  from the city’s Vision Zero 
initiative. 

The Transportation Depart-
ment is bringing the head starts 

for cyclists on Fourth Avenue as 
it begins to install  long-awaited 
bike lanes  on a Park Slope–to–
Bay Ridge stretch of the road — 
from 65th Street to Atlantic Av-
enue in both directions — this 
spring.

And a local councilman — 
whose district includes many of 
the Fourth Avenue intersections 
where cyclists can start pedal-
ing before motorists pump the 
gas, and is known to ride local 
streets on his own two-wheeler 
— cheered the launch of the pro-
gram as the start of a process that 

he hopes will end with leading-pe-
destrian intervals for pedal push-
ers at crossings citywide. 

“As an avid bike rider, I under-
stand the dangers of bicycling in 
New York City, especially at inter-
sections,” said Councilman Car-
los Menchaca (D–Sunset Park), 
who in 2016 introduced now-
stalled legislation to create simi-
lar head starts for bikers across 
the city. “This pilot program is a 
good step in the right direction. I 
look forward to hopefully having 
LPIs for bicyclists implemented 
permanently in New York City.”

LET THEM RIDE: Transit gurus stood before the sign stating “cyclists use pedes-
trian signal” after they installed it in Boerum Hill. Photo by Caroline Ourso

Leading the way
City giving cyclists head start at intersections
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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The association’s leader 
is ferocious lawyer turned 
stay-at-home mom Carlotta 
Fuller-Fowler, a character 
whose tyrannical reign 
as president leads lesser 
members down a Machi-
avellian path to reclaim 
their once stress-free bake 
sales, according to the 
show’s creator, an actress 
whose resume includes 
roles in theater, fi lm, and 
television.

“She runs the PTA like 
she used to run her law of-
fi ce, and the women are so 
tired of it, they try to do her 
in — literally” said Fou-
card, who will play Fuller-
Fowler in the series.

The maniacal presi-
dent helms the group com-
prised of other characters 
including pill-popping 
wino Paula Osterberg; as-
sociation underling An-
gela Polo, who lives outside 
of Park Slope but offers to 
assist Fuller-Fowler in the 
hope that her hard work 
will help her to relocate to 
the coveted enclave; and 
inveterate schemer Nina 

Stanfi eld, who claims to 
be a government spy and 
relentlessly plots the mom-
in-chief’s downfall.

And although the learn-
ing house and its mothers 
are fi gments of Foucard’s 
imagination, powerful 
Park Slope parent-teacher 
associations are anything 
but, according to public-pol-
icy watchdog the Center for 
American Progress, which 
last year released  a report  
naming the association at 
Seventh Avenue’s PS 321 as 
one of the country’s 50 rich-
est after it netted more than 
$1 million in revenue in the 
2013–14 school year.

The moms’ passive-ag-
gressive infi ghting will 
constitute the dark com-
edy’s major plot line, but 
the show will also skewer 
plenty of other Park Slope 
clichés — including French-
language knitting classes, 
trips down the aisles of the 
local Food Co-op, and lots of 
hot yoga, Foucard said.

“Each character has 
her preferences, but all the 
characters are constantly 
in yoga pants,” she said. 
“That’s what Park Slope 
moms wear. I’m literally 
in a pair right now.”

Foucard’s writing is 
what attracted the show’s 
director to the project, ac-
cording to the woman who 
signed on to sit behind the 
camera, who praised the 
dark script as “wickedly 
funny.”

“I’d never seen moth-
ers written like that,” said 
Annetta Marion, who has 
directed programs for the 
Oprah Winfrey Network 
as well as for ESPN and 
MTV.

And Park Slope it-
self will feature as a full-
fl edged character in the 
homegrown series, the di-
rector said, requiring her 

to bring the neighborhood 
to life through on-location 
shoots — which will of 
course include numerous 
tricked-out strollers.

“When I think of Park 
Slope, I think of those re-
ally fancy baby strollers 
that are like cars,” said 
Marion, who lives on the 
distant isle of Manhattan, 
but once dated a Sloper.

Locals who can’t wait 
for “Park Slope Moms” 
to debut can watch Fou-
card, Marion, and the rest 
of its creative minds con-
duct a table reading dur-
ing an April 9 fund-raiser 
the crew is hosting to col-
lect money for production 
costs, where prizes includ-
ing a weekend getaway 
to Cape Cod will also be 
doled out.

And if all goes accord-
ing to plan, the director 
hopes to start fi lming later 
this year, she said.

Help fund locally 
sourced television at Brook-
lyn Burgers and Beer [259 
Fifth Ave. between Gar-
fi eld Place and First Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 788-
1458,  www.brooklynburg-
ersandbeer.com ] on April 
9 at 7 pm.
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion
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Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED
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Celebrations Made Easy
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www.zumstammtisch.com
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BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED

mostly stayed quiet about 
the 80 Flatbush towers 
even though the land they 
would rise on is within his 
district — did not show up, 
and his will be the key vote 
on the rezoning applica-
tion when it reaches Coun-
cil because the project is 
on his turf.

Levin previously ex-
pressed concerns about the 
increased congestion one of 
the development’s two pro-
posed loading docks would 
cause, but last month Al-
loy leaders  revealed mi-
nor tweaks to their mas-
ter plan , which included 
nixing one of the loading 
docks and modifying the 
shorter tower’s street-level 
facade to more closely re-
call that of the nearby Wil-
liamsburgh Savings Bank 
building. 

And several attendees 
spoke in favor of the proj-
ect, including the president 
of the quasi-public develop-
ment-boosting Downtown 
Brooklyn Partnership, Re-
gina Myer — who 80 Flat-
bush opponents nearly 

booed off the mic — and 
Khalil Gibran’s principal, 
who said his bright-eyed 
pupils are desperate for a 
better learning house and 
urged the community to 
support the proposal.

“Because of our current 
challenges, and the fact that 
our students need and de-
serve a better facility to pre-
pare them for 21st-century 
expectations, I strongly 
support this project,” said 
Winston Hamann. “De-
spite your feelings about it, 
I know you support us as a 
school community.”

Community Board 2’s 
Land Use Committee will 
cast its purely advisory 
vote on the rezoning appli-
cation for 80 Flatbush on 
April 18, prior to kicking it 
over to Borough President 
Adams, who will host his 
own public hearing on the 
proposal on April 30, before 
it heads to the City Plan-
ning Commission, then 
Council, and ultimately 
Mayor DeBlasio.

80 Flatbush public hear-
ing at Borough Hall (209 Jo-
ralemon St. between Court 
Street and Brooklyn Bridge 
Boulevard in Downtown) 
on April 30 at 6 pm. 

MEGA
Continued from page 5

THE MOM SHOW: An upcoming 
TV show, “Park Slope Moms,” 
will poke fun at the dark un-
derbelly of Brooklyn’s most 
family-friendly neighborhood. 
 Alexandra Foucard

Continued from page 1 
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302

BRIDAL FASHION
KLEINFELD BRIDAL SAMPLE STUDIO
123 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011 
(2nd fl oor across from Kleinfeld Bridal) 
(917) 388-2341 
www.kleinfeldbridal.com/sample-studio

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue 
off  18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, 
www.AtlasSteak.com
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn
(718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com
CELEBRATE AT SNUG HARBOR
(718) 442-2700 
www.celebrate-snug.com  
events@celebrate-snug.com
EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd., (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd., (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton Street, (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Avenue, (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx
GLEN TERRACE
5313 Avenue N, Brooklyn, (718) 252-4614
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, 
www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Boulevard 
Bayside, NY 11361, (718) 423-0100 
www.marbella-restaurant.com

PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094
www.panashnyc.com
PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 
www.theparadisecateringhall.com
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11358
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com 
ROCCO’S TACOS
339 Adams Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 246-8226, roccostacos.net
SHERATON (LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL)
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354
(718) 670-7408
www.sheratonlaguardiaeast.com
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net
SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000, www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street, Tribeca, NY
(212) 941-7661, www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, woodhavenmanorny.com

ENTERTAINMENT
CIGARS
ND Cigars Inc. Aka La Casa Grande Cigars
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP
2914 Westchester Ave., Bronx, NY 10461, 
(718) 409-9874, Ext. 106
danielles@bronxdesign.com
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
109-19 155th Street, Jamaica, NY 11433
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
www.fl owerbymassenetnyc.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543-6797 or 
(718) 238–3838, henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a, Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com
SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Serving the Tri state area & NJ, (866) 455-5466

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY 11010, (516) 352-3188 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c Street, Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320, www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.josephlichterdds.co
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com

WEDDING CAKES
WHIPPED PASTRY BOUTIQUE-WEDDING CAKES
(718) 858-8088, www.whippedpastryboutique.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI-STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx 10458
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains 10602
(718) 618-7666, ww.tsinsbk.com
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is a student at PS 369 in 
Fort Greene. He has at-
tention-defi cit disorder 
and is on the autism spec-
trum. On March 12, a dif-
ferent New Dawn Transit 
bus driver than his usual 
one picked him up at 9:20 
am — two hours after his 
scheduled pick up. But the 
real problems started after 
school let out, according to 
Chavez.

Czaplinski was sup-
posed to be picked up from 
the school at 2:30 pm, but 
the bus didn’t arrive until 
around 5 pm, and when he 
wasn’t home after an hour, 
Chavez began to worry. 
She called the matron — a 
staffer on the school bus in 
addition to the driver — but 
just got the run-around.

“I called the matron at 6 
pm and said ‘tell me where 

you are so I can pick up my 
grandson,’ ” she said of her 
conversation with a New 
Dawn employee. “She kept 
promising 10 minutes. She 
said the bus driver wasn’t 
answering her.”

Chavez says she sent a 
relative to try and fi nd the 
bus, but to no avail. And 
she was livid when the com-
pany allegedly stopped tak-
ing calls around 8:30 pm, 
even though her grandson 
still wasn’t home.

“No one is supposed to 
leave until the last child is 
home,” she said. 

The bus fi nally brought 
a tired, hungry and upset 
Czaplinski to his house at 
around 9:20 pm, and the 
driver told her he got lost, 
according to Chavez.

“Still to this day I don’t 
know where he was,” she 
said. 

The city is investigating 
the incident, according to a 
spokesman for the Offi ce of 

Pupil Transportation. The 
spokesman said appropri-
ate actions will be taken, 
but declined to comment 
further. 

New Dawn Transit did 
not return calls and mes-
sages asking for informa-
tion on the allegations.

Controversy is not new 
to the company, and  Bergen 
Beach residents have long 
lamented noise and pollu-
tion coming from the buses , 
which are based on E. 69th 
Street.  New Dawn Transit 
went under new ownership 
last year when an Illinois 
company bought it . 

Czaplinski’s family has 
fi led a complaint with the 
Offi ce of Pupil Transpor-
tation, and Chavez hopes 
disciplinary action will be 
taken against the driver, 
whom she feels has no ex-
cuse.

“How do you get lost in 
2018 with GPS and every-
thing?” she said. 

“continuously” receives 
complaints from parents. 

And by the end of Feb-
ruary, after this paper pub-
lished two reports on the 
station’s dangers,  a slew of 
local pols sent a letter to 
the mayor calling on him 
to force the transportation 
agency to act . 

The Department of 
Transportation installed 
the four granite blocks 
meant to serve as barri-
cades near the station en-
trances and exits in early 
March, along with a stop 

sign and “No standing” 
sign at the 31st Street exit, 
which prevents trucks 
from stopping to unload at 
the curbside, according to 
an agency spokesman. 

Speedway workers fi n-
ished painting arrows 
directing traffi c fl ow by 
March 24, according to an 
agency spokeswoman, who 
added that the city is also 
fi nalizing plans for “Watch 
for Pedestrians” signage.  

Spatola has previ-
ously called for additional 
“School Zone” signs in a 
two-block radius around 
the school, extending the 
crossing guard’s hours 
from 3:30 to 6:30 pm at the 

30th Street intersection to 
accommodate students in 
the after-school program, 
and adding a second cross-
ing guard at 31st Street. 

Reilly-Collins said that 
she hoped gas station reps 
would also trim back the 
bushes at the corner of the 
31st Street exit to remove a 
dangerous blind spot, and 
that stakeholders would be 
willing to meet once more 
with parents to review the 
effectiveness of the new 
safety measures.

“We have to get all the 
players in a room together 
to make assessments, ad-
justments, and additions,” 
she said. 

FINALLY: The Department of Transportation installed granite blocks at the Speedway gas station on 
Fourth Avenue between 30th and 31st streets after local parents voiced their concerns about erratic 
drivers.  Community News Group / Julianne McShane 

Continued from page 1 
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