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Champ in court
Cops escorted mixed-martial artist Conor McGregor, left, out of 
Criminal Court on April 6 after the athlete turned himself in at the 
78th Precinct station house the day earlier for injuring three men 
in an altercation outside the Barclays Center that afternoon. For 
more, see page 6. Photo by Paul Martinka

FIX IT ALREADY!
Locals demand city act at, not study, deadly intersection

BY COLIN MIXSON
They’re dying for a fi x.

Brooklynites blasted the 
city’s transportation agency 
for waiting to conduct a traf-
fi c study before it fi xes a per-

ilous Kensington intersection 
where a trucker fatally struck 
a man in February, charging 
that transit leaders should be 
well acquainted with the cross-
ing where two people died 

in the past fi ve years.
“These same issues came 

up three and a half years 
ago,” said 25-year resident 
Mike Rosenbluth, who dis-
cussed the treacherous junc-

ture with neighbors and De-
partment of Transportation 
offi cials at a Monday meeting 
inside PS 130. “It’s like the per-
son behind me said, ‘You’ve 
studied this for 10 years, what 

more is there to do?’ ”
Community members’ con-

cerns over the intersection 
at Church Avenue and Ocean 
Parkway — a nine-lane cross-
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Continued on page 47

Prospect Park opens for season
Outdoors-lovers welcome spring with open-air fair

BY COLIN MIXSON
Spring has sprung in Brook-
lyn’s Backyard!

Brooklynites ushered in 
the start of the season in Pros-
pect Park at an al-fresco fair 
on April 7 that boasted all the 
trappings of a great afternoon 
without one time-sucking set-
back that plagues other parties 
in the green space, according to 
a parent.

“It was one of the few family-
style events that’s not mobbed 
with lines out the door,” said 
dad Josh Greenman, who at-
tended the bash with his wife 
Nancy Mauro and their daugh-
ter Lola.

Leaders of the Prospect Park 
Alliance — the conservancy 
that maintains the meadow in 
conjunction with the city — 
schedule the yearly seasonal 
kick-off to coincide with the 
start of baseball in the park, but 
organizers called off this year’s 
Little League parade and cer-
emonial fi rst pitch in anticipa-
tion of a snow storm that never 
came.

Canceling the day’s ball-
related festivities wasn’t a big 
deal to local sports fans, how-
ever, because many little slug-
gers were still on spring-break 
vacation, one coach said.

“We weren’t expecting a big 

turnout,” said Jordy Trelles, 
who heads the Brooklyn Angels 
softball team.

And the opening-day fair 
boasted plenty of other fun stuff 
for guests, including games, 
books, and a steed named 
Apollo that left one tot speech-
less, his father said.

“He really enjoyed petting 
the horses,” Ben Vershbow said 
of his less than 1-year-old son, 
Dov. “One lady said he looked 
unimpressed, but he tends to 
be still when processing new 
data.”

Spring in Brooklyn’s Back-

yard marks the return of such 
attractions as the Carousel — 
which is now open from noon to 
5 pm Thurs–Sat and on holidays 
through next winter — as well 
as daily boat and bicycle rent-
als near Prospect Park Lake, 
and weekend roller-skating at 
Dreamland Roller Disco at the 
LeFrak Center at Lakeside.

The hosts of Smorgasburg 
also brought the grub hub back 
to Prospect Park now that tem-
peratures are rising, and will 
stage the feast there from 11 am 
to 6 pm every Sunday through 
October.

HORSING AROUND: Ben Vershbow and son Dov met Apollo at Prospect 
Park’s spring kick-off fair. Photo by Trey Pentecost



COURIER LIFE, APRIL 13–19, 20182    DT

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2018 by Courier Life Publications, 
Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and 
photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent 
with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BY COLIN MIXSON
New York State’s top prosecu-
tor is investigating the city’s 
Police Department after of-
fi cers shot and killed an un-
armed black man wielding a 
metal pipe like a gun in Crown 
Heights on April 4.

“We’re committed to con-
ducting an independent, com-
prehensive, and fair investiga-
tion,” District Attorney Eric 
Schneiderman said  on Twitter  
the morning of April 5.

The day before, four offi -
cers fi red 10 shots at 34-year-
old Saheed Vassell around 4:40 
pm after the man assumed a 
“two-handed shooting stance” 
with the pipe on Utica Avenue 
near Montgomery Street, ac-
cording to the Police Depart-
ment’s Chief of Department 
Terence Monahan, who spoke 
at a press conference hours af-
ter the shooting.

A total of fi ve cops, includ-
ing two in uniform, rushed to 
the scene after three separate 
911 callers told authorities that 
Vassell — who doctors at Kings 
County Hospital pronounced 
dead following the shooting 
— threatened passersby with 
a silver fi rearm that offi cers 
later deemed a shower head 
and then a welding torch, ac-
cording to offi cials.

Surveillance footage police 
released the afternoon of April 
5 shows Vassell approach peo-
ple on the street — including 
pedestrians who appear to be 
two men, as well as a woman 
and child — and point the 
piece of metal at them as if it 
were a fi rearm.

The video clip ends with 
Vassell brandishing the pipe 
like a pistol at something off 
screen — which authorities 
claimed were the responding 
offi cers, who then opened fi re.

Police also released tran-
scripts of the 911 calls related 

to the incident, in which two 
people are quoted describing 
a man pointing what appeared 
to be a gun at pedestrians.

“There’s a guy walking 
around the street, he looks 
like he’s crazy, but he’s point-
ing something at people that 
looks like a gun, and he’s like 
popping it as if like he’s pull-
ing the trigger,” one caller 
said, according to the tran-
scripts released by cops.

Offi cers also said a 911 dis-
patcher told them that the call-
ers reported a man aiming a 
gun at passersby.

“Firearm job at, ah, Utica 
and Empire Boulevard, that’s 
Utica and Empire Boulevard. 
Caller states a male was point-
ing a gun at people,” police 
quoted the dispatcher as say-
ing.

Authorities, however, did 
not warn Vassell before they 
shot at him, according to one 
eyewitness, who compared the 
shooting to a “hit” in a New 

York Daily News  report .
“The just hopped out of the 

car. They didn’t say please. 
They didn’t say put your hands 
up, nothing,” Jaccpot Hinds 
told the Daily News.

And Vassell’s father told 
the New York Times that his 
Jamaican-born son suffered 
from bipolar disorder, claim-
ing he spent time in and out 
of hospitals for treatment of 
the condition in the past few 
years. The younger Vassell’s 
mental disability was alleg-
edly well known by both his 
neighbors and local police, ac-
cording to the Times  report .

Schneiderman’s announce-
ment of the state probe led 
by attorneys in his Special 
Investigations and Prosecu-
tions Unit came shortly after 
a Crown Heights state Senator 
called for an investigation into 
the fatal shooting — which oc-
curred on the 50th anniver-
sary of the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. — 

amid demands for better polic-
ing from activists in the Black 
Lives Matter movement.

“As a society, we have to 
make the Black Lives Matter 
message clear on our streets,” 
Jesse Hamilton said in a state-
ment. “We should demand 
quality police work.”

Vassell’s death came weeks 
after cops killed an unarmed 
black California man, whom 
they mistook as carrying a 
gun when responding to al-
leged reports of vandalism, 
 shooting him to death in his 
backyard .

But Monahan defended the 
actions of his boys in blue, 
claiming they were told by 
witnesses to expect an armed 
suspect.

“This was a call of a man 
pointing what 911 callers and 
people felt was a gun at peo-
ple on the street,” he said. “He 
pointed what appeared to be a 
gun at the offi cers. We have to 
stay straight on the facts.”

SHOT TO KILL: Saheed Vassell was 
carrying what police thought was 
a pistol (left) when they shot him 
dead, but cops later discovered the 
object was a metal pipe (above).

POLICE SHOOTING
State AG investigating NYPD after cops kill 
man brandishing pipe mistaken for fi rearm
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By Adam Lucente

It has gone from Sonic Youth to sonic 
middle-aged!

An iconic Gowanus music stu-
dio that has hosted Sonic Youth, Herbie 
Hancock, and the Dresden Dolls will cel-
ebrate its 35th anniversary this month with 
a concert and record release party featur-
ing some of its most notable local punk, 
industrial, and experimental clients. The 
owner and producer of BC Studio said that 
the show, happening April 20 at Saint Vitus 
Bar in Greenpoint, will pay homage to the 
gritty, boundary-pushing sound the studio 
is known for.

“It’s gonna be heavy and noisy,” said 
Martin Bisi. “A certain amount of sonic 
chaos is what the studio has always been 
about.”

The “BC35 record release show” actual-

ly comes 37 years after Bisi started record-
ing music at his semi-eponymous studio 
in 1981 — all of the music was recorded 
live during a marathon session for its 35th 
anniversary in 2016. It has taken him more 
than a year to produce the album and get 
it ready for release, mostly because of the 
sheer volume of music recorded during that 
live session — and he is still not finished.

“It’s kind of a monster behemoth, this 
record,” said Bisi. “And there’s still a 
Volume Two that’s gonna come out.”

Bisi decided to hold the live sessions 
after getting jumped outside the studio in 
2015, offering seats to the recording sesh 
to those who helped to fund his medical 
expenses.

The April 20 concert will feature a 
diverse lineup of five local bands from 
the album, including Nowhere Near, a 

band that features Bisi on guitar and 
vocals and Bob Bert from Sonic Youth 
on drums; the industrial drone sounds of 
White Hills; Excop; Tidal Channel, and 
the melodic, overdriven guitar solos of 
New Old Skull — a revival of ’80s post-
punk group Live Skull. 

Old New Skull’s guitarist says there is 
still a market for the classic New York City 
punk and its offspring that is BC Studio’s 
signature, even as indie rock has surpassed 
it in mainstream popularity. 

“I think indie rock got multifaceted, 
very melodic and about musicianship as 
it went on,” said Mark C. “In noisy post-
punk, there’s still an edginess. It’s a gut 
response to music, as opposed to trained 
musicianship.”

Another performer said that Bisi’s 
accommodating nature has made him a 

successful producer over the decades. 
“He’s incredibly patient,” said Genevieve 

Fernworthy, who plays synthesizer, guitar, 
bass and electric viola alongside her hus-
band’s vocalized poems in Tidal Channel. 
“Whatever you want to try, he’ll take you 
there.”

Bisi believes that his old-school approach 
— finding clients through word of mouth 
rather than advertising — has kept the BC 
Studio family close over the years. 

“It’s very underground and has a cer-
tain collectivism to it,” he said. “It works 
outside the markets, and it’s on the cheap 
side.”

“BC35 Record Release show” at Saint 
Vitus Bar (1120 Manhattan Ave. between 
Clay and Box streets in Greenpoint, www.
saintvitusbar.com). April 20 at 7 pm. $15 
($12 in advance).

Gowanus studio launches 35th anniversary album

Going on record

Setting records: Music producer 
Martin Bisi will release an album 
featuring some of BC Studio’s most 
famous local clients at Saint Vitus 
Bar on April 20.  Elizabeth Graham
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BY COLIN MIXSON
A massive crowd formed in 
Crown Heights on April 5 at 
a vigil that quickly turned 
into an anti-cop protest on the 
street corner where police the 
day earlier gunned down a 
man brandishing a metal pipe 
like a pistol.

One Brooklynite who 
blasted New York’s Finest as 
executioners in an impromptu 
tirade that attending journal-
ists rushed to document said 
seeing other furious mourners 
inspired his harsh critique.

“I was in the moment,” 
said Clinton Dyer, who lives 
in Brownsville. “I just felt the 
anger in the community, and 
the upset about what was go-
ing on. They’re not hearing 
us — our voices aren’t being 
heard.”

Four offi cers opened fi re 
on Saheed Vassell at the cor-
ner of Utica Avenue and Mont-
gomery Street on April 4, in 
response to three separate 911 
reports of a man threatening 
bystanders with what observ-
ers said appeared to be a gun.

The next day, New York 
State Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman announced 
his Special Investigations and 
Prosecutions Unit opened a 
probe into the Police Depart-
ment because of the incident.

Hours before the April 5 
demonstration,  authorities re-
leased surveillance footage of 
Vassell  — a 34-year-old Crown 
Heights resident whose family 
said had a history of mental 
illness — that shows him ap-
proaching men, women, and 
children on the street while 
wielding the pipe as if it were 
a pistol.

But the video — which cops 
released along with 911 tran-
scripts that quoted callers and 
a dispatcher saying Vassell 
was pointing what looked like 
a gun at passersby — did little 
to soothe the raw nerves of the 
deceased’s grieving friends, 
many of whom accused police 
of a shoot fi rst, ask questions 
later mentality.

“I wasn’t there, but there 
was no gun,” said Sander Cam-
eau, a life-long Crown Heights 
resident and longtime friend 
of Vassell. “They had no right 
to kill him — at all.”

Others criticized authori-

ties’ immediate release of the 
footage and transcripts as a 
thinly veiled propaganda tac-
tic and poor excuse for killing 
a man not holding a fi rearm.

“They are trying to use it 
to infl uence the community,” 
said Crown Heights local, 
Chris, who refused to give his 
last name. “Yes he has men-
tal issues, yes he’s bipolar, but 
this was uncalled for.”

The neighborhood’s state 
Senator — who called for an 
investigation into the deadly 
shooting after it occurred, 
and helped plan the vigil — 
demanded Police Department 

brass better educate trainees 
on how to respond to mental-
health-related incidents dur-
ing his turn at the podium, 
where the dead man’s parents 
Eric and Lorna Vassell joined 
him.

“Having a mental-health 
problem should not be a death 
sentence,” Jesse Hamilton told 
the audience. 

And although many vo-
cally expressed anger before 
the crowd, some participants 
stayed quiet as they were over-
come with grief at the sudden 
loss of a friend.

“He was a humble per-

son, he didn’t bother nobody,” 
said Nicole Williams, another 
Crown Heights resident. “It’s 
so sad. Another black man 
dead, that’s all it is.”

Protestors remained on the 
scene long after the original 
vigil’s 4:40 pm start time — 
which coincided with the time 
police gave for Vassell’s shoot-
ing — with many taking to 
the streets come sundown in 
a march to the local 71st Pre-
cinct’s station house on Em-
pire Boulevard, where they 
picketed with signs declar-
ing “Justice for Saheed” and 
“Abolish the NYPD.”

The Brooklynite’s death at 
the hands of police came just 
weeks after  California cops 
shot and killed an unarmed 
black man  at his home while 
responding to a vandalism 
complaint.

And the city plans to fully 
cooperate with Schneider-
man’s ongoing probe, accord-
ing to the mayor, who called 
Vassell’s death “a tragedy by 
any measure,” but did not at-
tend the demonstration.

“We’re going to be as trans-
parent as we can, understand-
ing there will be a full investi-
gation,” said Mayor DeBlasio.

ROILS CROWN HEIGHTS
‘Another black man dead’: Residents mourn 
their fallen neighbor at charged gathering

DEMANDING JUSTICE: (Clockwise, 
from top left) Brooklynites turned 
out en masse for an April 5 vigil 
honoring Saheed Vassell at the 
corner of Utica Avenue and Mont-
gomery Street where police shot 
the Crown Heights man to death 
the day before. Grieving local Yaa 
Asantevaa addressed the crowd 
along with other impassioned 
speakers, some of whom delivered 
impromptu remarks that stole the 
show from the event’s planned  
orators. Attendees held signs that 
mourned Vassell, decried the Po-
lice Department, and pushed the 
Black Lives Matter movement at 
the hours-long event that carried 
on well past sundown. 
 Photos by Trey Pentecost
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Prospect Park & Park Slope Armory YMCA 

HEALTHY KIDS DAY

The Park Slope Armory YMCA is holding a FREE community event to inspire  
kids and families to keep their minds and bodies active. Healthy Kids Day will  
feature family fun activities such as scavenger hunts, face painting, bouncy  
castles, crafts, sports, and games. 

Be sure not to miss our healthy living vendors from local businesses and  
organizations - Learn about Summer Day Camp, and take advantage of our  
one-day no Joiner’s Fee special for our Premium Summer Membership. 

Saturday, April 21st  
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Park Slope Armory YMCA 
361 15th Street, Brooklyn

tinyurl.com/healthykids18REGISTER TODAY ONLINE:

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Authorities since 2012 dealt 
roughly 2,000 violations — 
hundreds of which were crim-
inal — to the private-carting 
company with a  history of 
recklessness at the wheel  that 
the city pays millions in tax-
payer dollars to haul trash, re-
cords show.

Most of the 1,998 penalties 
offi cials issued to New Jersey–
based Action Carting —  which 
raked in $104,286,930 from 
contracts with the city  over 
the past decade, during which 
its truckers hit and killed fi ve 
people — are for employees 
blowing red lights, driving in 
bike lanes, and speeding in 
school zones,  where some driv-
ers are allegedly known to fall 
asleep at the wheel as kids are 
walking to class , according to 
workers.

And 342 of the infractions 
were for unspecifi ed crimi-
nal violations, which often 
require a court appearance 
along with paying a cash fi ne, 
according to the records from 
Jan. 8, 2012 through March 20, 

2018, which this newspaper ob-
tained via a Freedom of Infor-
mation Law request.

But mysteriously absent 
from the citations is the sum-
mons cops said they handed to 
the Action driver who hit and 
killed  cyclist Neftaly Ramirez  
in Greenpoint last July. Au-
thorities claimed to slap now-
retired trucker Jose Nunez 
with  a violation for driving 
his massive big-rig without 
the proper license  on Nov. 10, 
2017 — almost four months af-
ter he fatally plowed into the 
27-year-old — but none exists 
within the nearly 60 pages’ 
worth of records.

A Police Department legal-
bureau spokesman couldn’t 
explain the absence of the sum-
mons, instead only noting that 
none of the total 4,209 moving 
violations and criminal-court 
summonses that city offi cers 
issued on Nov. 10, 2017 were 
made out to Nunez.

Also missing from the list 
of hundreds of Action-perpe-
trated violations are 27 crimi-
nal summonses that offi cials 

dealt to the fi rm on Feb. 8, 
2018, which this reporter in-
stead discovered when search-
ing the state-court system’s 
 online public records .

Police spokesman Sergeant 
Jordan Mazur again could 
not explain why those viola-
tions weren’t included among 
the others. And a state-court 
rep also couldn’t explain why 
they were not among the re-
ceived records, saying the glut 
of same-day infractions could 
either be the result of a munic-
ipal employee incorrectly en-
tering them all on the date in 
question, or of an Action-facil-
ity inspection on that day.

A spokeswoman for the gar-
bage company did not respond 
when asked if any of its facili-
ties were inspected on Feb. 8, 
2018.

Action Carting only in-
creased its rule-breaking 
over the years, according to 
the records, which show that 
authorities issued its drivers 
just 26 criminal summonses 
in 2012, but more than 90 in 
2016 and 2017 each. There are 

no 2018 criminal summonses 
listed in the documents.

And the company’s other 
violations similarly increase 
in frequency. In 2012, Action 
received 182 so-called “A-sum-
monses” for minor infractions 
such as double parking, com-
pared to 275 in 2017, according 
to the records, which show the 
business racked up 41 through 
mid March of this year.

But the malfeasant fi rm 
isn’t the only one whose work-
ers’ carelessness results in 
casualties — the number of 
crashes caused by drivers for 
the city’s 20 most-active pri-

vate-carting companies to-
taled 67 since March 2016, up 
from 35 between March 2014 
and February 2016, accord-
ing to a report released Mon-
day by several organizations 
working to reform the notori-
ously dangerous industry.

Five of the 67 collisions 
that occurred since March 
2016 were fatal, and two of 
the 35 that happened between 
March 2014 and February 2016 
resulted in deaths, according 
to the survey — which shows 
that city sanitation employees 
have not killed anyone while 
behind the wheel since 2014.

Action Carting’s hundreds 
of violations, however, are be-
low the industry average, ac-
cording to its spokeswoman, 
who said company bigwigs 
are working to cultivate a 
less-hazardous culture by 
implementing weekly safety 
sessions and modernizing its 
fl eet with upgrades includ-
ing the installation of protec-
tive “bike guards” beneath its 
trucks that block pedestrians 
from rolling under them.

A rep for Mayor DeBlasio 
again did not respond to a re-
quest for comment about why 
the city continues to conduct 
business with Action Carting 
despite its history of deadly 
crashes and violating traffi c 
laws.

REPEAT BEHAVIOR: Offi cials de-
livered some 1,998 violations to 
Action Carting since 2012, accord-
ing to city records.

Glutton for punishment
Trash hauler slapped with hundreds of criminal infractions, records show
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Get your blood pressure checked regularly for free  
at a pharmacy near you.  

High blood pressure doesn’t usually have noticeable symptoms.  
If uncontrolled, it can lead to heart attack and stroke.   

1 IN 4 NEW YORKERS  
HAS  HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE.

DON’T GO UNCHECKED. 

Visit nyc.gov/health/map�������� 
a participating pharmacy near you. 

Bill de Blasio
Mayor 

Mary T. Bassett, MD, MPH
Commissioner

The Visiting Nurse Service of New York helps 

thousands of people, day in and day out, across 

the five boroughs and surrounding counties. We 

have led the way in providing compassion, comfo� 

and expe� care to New Yorkers since 1893 and will 

continue to do so for generations to come.

Trusted by New Yorkers for 125 years and counting.

TOUCHING 
48,000 LIVES 
EVERY DAY

WE ARE HOME CARE.

Learn how physical therapy from  
VNSNY can help you live well at home.

Call 1-855-867-6966 or visit vnsny.org.
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Fighter brawls outside Barclays
BY COLIN MIXSON

They don’t call him “notorious” for 
nothing.

Mixed-martial-arts brawler Conor 
McGregor turned himself in on crim-
inal-assault charges at the 78th Pre-
cinct’s Prospect Heights station house 
on April 5, following a fracas outside 
the Barclays Center that left two fi ght-
ers and another man injured.

Athletes Michael Chiesa and Ray-
mond Borg — who came to Kings 
County to compete in an April 7 Ulti-
mate Fighting Championship event 
at the arena — told police they were 
aboard a bus outside the Atlantic Av-
enue venue at 1:36 pm when McGregor 
hurled a metal hand truck at the peo-
ple mover, shattering a glass window 
and cutting the men with its shards, 
according to court documents.

The star of the 2017 documentary 
“Conor McGregor: Notorious” then 
demonstrated his striking ability on 
the face of a guard for the fi ghting 

league, slugging the man in the nog-
gin, the documents show.

The tirade earned McGregor nu-
merous misdemeanor charges, includ-
ing criminal mischief in the second 
degree, which carries a maximum sen-
tence of seven years behind bars.

But the league’s current lightweight 
champion walked out of Kings County 
Criminal Court the next day on $50,000 
bail, and a judge allowed him to hold 
onto his passport and travel freely be-
tween the United States and his native 
Ireland while the case resolves itself.

And it’s not yet clear how the al-
tercation will affect McGregor’s sta-
tus with the league, according to its 
president, who called the incident “the 
worst thing that’s ever happened” in 
the history of the sport.

“Everybody’s asking, ‘Are you fi r-
ing McGregor?’ ” Dana White said in 
an ESPN  report . “This is bigger than 
him getting fi red. There are many 
moving pieces.”

BY JULIANNE CUBA
There’s a new cook in this kitchen 
store!

The owner of a Williamsburg cu-
linary-supply shop is hard at work 
stocking shelves inside the Brooklyn 
Heights space  recently vacated by be-
loved retailer A Cook’s Companion , 
where she will open the third outpost 
of her homegrown cookware empire 
next month.

“I’m featuring the same kind of 
things. There’s a heavy focus on bake-
ware, cookware, a really nice selection 
of aprons and linens,” said Natasha 
Amott, a Park Sloper and the owner 
of Whisk on Bedford Avenue near N. 
Fourth Street.

And to the delight of bubble-loving 
Brooklynites, Amott is delivering on 
her now-retired predecessor’s promise 
that whoever moves in to the store will 
stock Soda Stream machines and the 
carbon-dioxide canisters they use to 
turn still water into seltzer, she said.

The shopkeeper said she is so dedi-
cated to serving those local fi zz-lovers 
who’ve been without their go-to Soda 
Stream source since A Cook’s Com-
panion closed in February that she in-
tends to start selling the gas before her 
planned opening on May 1.

“I’m actually hoping to start fi lling 
those while in the store doing our ren-
ovations,” Amott said.

The Atlantic Avenue Whisk store 
will feature goods familiar to Com-
panion customers in an effort to pro-
vide a similar shopping experience to 
the shuttered retailer’s loyalists, ac-
cording to Amott, who said some of the 
products will be new to patrons of her 

other shops in Williamsburg and the 
outer borough of Manhattan.

“I’m bringing a couple of brands of 
cookware that Cook’s sold, but we don’t 
sell at Whisk. I want neighbors to still 
fi nd the pan they really like, or want 
to get for their mothers,” she said. “I’m 
trying my hardest to continue those.”

And her strategy of catering to the 
community is already paying off, ac-
cording to Amott, who said many pass-
ersby of the storefront between Court 
and Clinton streets — which will also 
sell knives, coffee, tea, and cookbooks 
— express curious delight when they 
see her setting up shop inside.

“Everyday I’ve been there, a num-
ber of people pass by, knock on the win-
dow, want to talk — there’s so much ex-
citement,” she said. “I’ve been struck 
by what a wonderful neighborhood it 
is. As a store owner, it feels lovely.”

A familiar taste!
W’burg foodies’ fave replacing Heights kitchen shop

COMING SOON: An outpost of Williamsburg 
kitchen-supply store Whisk (above) is mov-
ing into the old A Cook’s Companion space 
next month. Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may 
be payable upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru 
Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/purchase option: $9,900/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), 
$9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 
7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typo-
graphical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988. www.PremierLincoln.com
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LINCOLN  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

�

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.
Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

$275 per month 36 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, 
A/C, and Much More! MSRP $38,420, VIN#3LJR614126, $4,487 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, $3,842 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $2250 
Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 4/30/18.  

$275 per month 36 month lease. 100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, 
Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $36,190, VIN#5LJUL03678, 
$4,539 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,619 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify 
$1000 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 4/30/18.

$275†

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

YOUR
CHOICE

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
  factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000
  mile comprehensive warranty coverage

2015 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Auto, A/C, Green. 50K 
Mi. Stk#2606F.

$16,895BUY
FOR

*
2015 LINCOLN MKC SELECT AWD

Only 9K Mi. Tan, V6, Auto, 
P/W/L. Stk#2651F.

$24,999BUY
FOR

*
2015 LINCOLN MKS AWD 

Auto, A/C, Nav, Moonroof, 
Grey and More! Stk# 2775F 

$27,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKC PREMIERE

2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
INCREDIBLE LIVERY PRICING ON SELECT MODELS! 

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE... LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!

FINAL DAY! ENDS TONIGHT!

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C 
& Much More! MSRP $43,705, VIN#2LJBL19356. $5,354 Due at 
Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, $4,370 Down Payment, $645 Bank 
Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 4/30/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

$339
PER MO./36 MOS LEASE

†

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.

0%
APR

OR $3500
LINCOLN CUSTOMER 

INCENTIVES
0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

2015 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4x4

Auto, Leather, Nav, Black, 
46K Mi, Stk#2758F

$34,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Rough ride
Somebody drove off with a man’s 

27-year-old Honda Accord he parked 
on 13th Street on March 3.

The victim told police he parked 
his 1991 sedan between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues at 10:30 pm, and re-
turned the following morning to 
fi nd his antique-Japanese-imported 
car stolen.

Winded
Cops busted a man who they said 

strangled another guy inside a But-
ler Street inn on March 28.

The victim, 47, told police he was 
chatting on his phone inside the 
hotel between Nevins Street and 
Third Avenue at 2:20 am, when the 
25-year-old suspect wrapped his fi n-
gers around his neck and started 
squeezing.

Paramedics discovered bruising 
along the victim’s neck when they 
treated him following the attack, 
while offi cers nabbed their suspect 
on strangulation later that morn-
ing, authorities said.

Seeing red
Police arrested a man accused 

of breaking a door while in the pro-
cess of stealing $35 worth of Red 
Bull from a Fourth Avenue bodega 
on March 30.

An employee told cops he caught 
the suspect stuffi ng cans of the en-
ergy drink into his jacket and a 
canvas bag inside the deli between 
Sixth and Seventh streets at 10:30 
am.

The worker went to intercept 
the man before he could fl ee with 
his ill-gotten energy boosters, but 
the suspect saw he’d been spotted 
and kicked his way out through the 
store’s glass door, destroying it, of-
fi cers said.

Police arrested the 27-year-old 
man that day after spotting him in 
possession of the stolen Red Bull — 
and a crack pipe — and charged him 
with criminal mischief, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS–

COBBLE HILL–RED HOOK

Pushed too far
A jerk pushed a woman to the 

ground, injuring her, on Smith 
Street on April 7.

The victim said she was walking 
with earbuds in her ears near Sec-
ond Street at 8 pm when someone 
pushed her to the ground from be-
hind. She hit her face on the pave-
ment and bled from her nose, cops 
reported.

Police said the woman did 
not see the assailant, and thus 

could not provide a description.

Short a few bucks
Someone took cash from a wallet 

found on Henry Street on March 30.
The victim said he lost his wallet 

near Sackett Street at 5 am.
Police said someone brought the 

wallet to the 76th Precinct some-
time after that, but the victim’s $300 
and ID were gone. 

Shoplifter busted
Cops cuffed a man who they said 

tried to steal candy from a store on 
Smith Street on April 8.

Employees said the man entered 
the store between President and 
Union streets at 1:30 pm and tried 
to take a variety of candy and med-
icine before security stopped and 
held him until cops arrived.

Police said the man, from Sunset 
Park, was charged with petty lar-
ceny and possession of stolen prop-
erty. — Adam Lucente

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Love sick 
A trio of savages assaulted a guy 

after getting into a fi ght in a Myrtle 
Avenue nightclub on April 6, police 
said. 

The victim told cops he and the 
three toughs got into an argument 
over a woman at the club near 
Washington Avenue around 3:30 am 
when the villains started attacking 
him and one said to “suck his d---,” 
according to authorities.

A stranger then transported the 
victim with large cuts on the right 
side of his neck, his head, and up-
per body to Brooklyn Hospital in a 
silver car, and the three snakes fl ed 
in a gray four-door sedan, offi cials 
said.

Grab and go 
Some sneak broke into a Greene 

Avenue apartment and swiped a lap-
top sometime overnight on April 7, 
authorities said. 

The punk broke into the apart-
ment near Adelphi Street sometime 
between 10 pm on April 7 and 5 pm 
the next day, and ran off with an Ap-
ple Macbook Pro, cops said. 

Back-seat baddies 
Police cuffed three teens who 

they said hopped out of a cab with-
out paying and stole the driver’s 

wallet near Grand Avenue on April 
2. 

The taxi driver told cops he 
picked up the suspects in Manhat-
tan and dropped them near Gates 
Avenue around 11:45 pm, but they 
got out without paying and ran away 
with his wallet containing his Met-
roCard, license, and credit cards, 
according to a report. 

Bye, bye, bicycle 
Some jerk rode off with a guy’s 

motorcycle parked on S. Elliott 
Place on April 5, cops said.

The victim told authorities he 
parked his 2015 Suzuki near Han-
son Place at 8 pm and when he went 
back to go get it two hours later, it 
was gone. 

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Five against one 
Five snakes stole a guy’s phone 

and kicked him on Pacifi c Street on 
April 2, offi cers said. 

The 33-year-old victim told police 
he was near Atlantic Avenue around 
9:50 pm when the fi ve crooks pushed 
him to the ground and started kick-
ing him, and then grabbed his phone 
and headphones. The jerks then fl ed 
towards Nevins Street, according to 
authorities.

Cashed out 
A nogoodnik threatened a Court 

Street store employee with a gun 
and stole a wad of cash on April 3, 
police said.

The victim told cops the baddie 
wearing a black mask walked into 
the shop near Bergen Street around 
6:20 pm while no one else was inside 
and pointed a small black handgun, 
saying “Put the money in the bag, I 
will beat the s--- out of you.” 

The crook placed a green draw-
string bag on the counter, shoved 
the victim into the back room, and 
told him to get on the ground, offi -
cials said. The punk then ran out of 
the store with $371, according to a 
report. 

Tax tirade 
A punk hurled a clipboard at 

a guy in a Willoughby Street tax-
service business on April 4, police 
said. 

The 36-year-old victim told cops 
the malefactor became aggressive 

when he told her she couldn’t have 
her money because the Internal Rev-
enue Service is holding it. She then 
chucked a clipboard at his head in-
side the storefront near Jay Street 
around 4 pm, authorities said. 
  — Julianne Cuba

72ND PRECINCT 
SUNSET PARK–WINDSOR TERRACE

Big haul
A crook broke into a Fourth 

Avenue restaurant sometime be-
tween April 2 and 3 and stole nearly 
$8,500.

The nogoodnik broke into the 
eatery through the basement door 
between 55th and 56th streets be-
tween 10 pm on April 2 and 8 am the 
next day, according to police. 

Offi cers said he caused damage 
to the basement door and interior 
door on his way in, and broke the 
cash machine open once inside. He 
then threw liquid vinegar over it 
and left through the basement door, 
police reported.

Drug bust 
Police arrested a pair of men who 

they said had more than 1,000 mil-
ligrams of ketamine on Eighth Av-
enue on April 3. 

Offi cers nabbed the men inside 
a bar between 39th and 40th streets 
just before 3 am, when they were 
conducting a business inspection. 
The men tried to conceal the vials 
of the drugs with their feet, accord-
ing to a report. 

Stolen wheels 
A robber stole a 2015 Chevrolet 

Suburban from 58th Street some-
time between April 6 and 7.

The driver told cops he parked 
the car between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues around 10 pm on April 6, 
and when he returned around 10 am 
the next day, it was gone. 

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Chest pains 
Cops cuffed a brute who they said 

threw another man to the ground 
and bit his chest in a fi ght on 93rd 
Street on April 6.

The assault allegedly went down 
between Third and Fourth avenues 
around 11:15 pm, police said. 

Bagged it up 
Authorities arrested a man for 

stealing clothes from an 86th Street 
shop on April 3. 

Employees at the store between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues told police 
the suspect came in around 10 pm 
and stuffed jeans, pants, a sweater, 
and socks inside his backpack, and 
tried to leave.  — Julianne McShane
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
-How can I protect assets  
from the government?

-How can I save myself from  
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones  
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our  
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                                      

MON. APR. 23rd

BROOKLYN
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Cafe

7717 Third Avenue

WED. APR. 25th

BROOKLYN
SHEEPSHEAD BAY
11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM

Buckley’s
2926 Avenue S

THUR. APR. 26th

BROOKLYN
PARK SLOPE
11 AM & 3 PM

The Montauk Club
25 Eighth Avenue
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re on different tracks.

City offi cials recently 
butted heads with Mayor De-
Blasio over the future of his be-
loved $2.5-billion trolley that 
would run from Sunset Park 
to Queens, admitting reserva-
tions about its fi nancial feasi-
bility that they then recanted 
after their boss proclaimed on 
public radio that the project is 
rolling forward.

Hizzoner’s second in com-
mand, Deputy Mayor Alicia 
Glen, acknowledged on April 
3 that studies of the streetcar 
scheme’s revenue model — 
which is based on the claim 
that the light-rail line will 
pay for itself with additional 
tax revenue earned from in-
creased development along 
its waterfront route — are de-
layed, and that local leaders 
may be forced to consider drop-
ping the project if research 
shows its bill can’t be paid by 
building alone, according to a 
New York Daily News  report .

And a day later, a DeBla-
sio spokeswoman echoed 

Glen’s sentiments that there’s 
a chance the Brooklyn Queens 
Connector trolley — which  the 
mayor fi rst pitched  as a sys-
tem to serve subway-starved 
coastal neighborhoods in 2016, 
and has since earned the back-
ing of several real-estate com-
panies — may actually never 
get moving.

“The BQX can bring jobs 
and a brand-new green-trans-
portation system to a series 
of transit-hungry Brook-
lyn and Queens waterfront 
neighborho ods,” Melissa 
Grace said on April 4. “As 
we wrap up a block-by-block 
study, we are determining if 
increased tax revenue created 
by the project will pay for it, 
or if we need a city subsidy to 
make it work, and ultimately 
if we can move forward with 
this project.”

Two days after that, how-
ever, DeBlasio doubled down 
on his commitment to the Con-
nector, claiming he’s no lon-
ger just looking for city cash to 
pay for it, but seeking support 
from the Feds. The mayor spe-

cifi cally called on Brooklyn 
native Sen. Chuck Shumer — 
whose daughter runs the pro-
trolley group Friends of The 
Brooklyn Queens Connector, 
 which last November revealed 
a prototype of the system’s 
streetcars  — to help get money 
for the tram opposed by sev-
eral local pols and  residents , 
who charge it will  accelerate 
gentrifi cation  and  cause rents 
to skyrocket .

“It is a big, complicated 
endeavor and it’s certainly 
going to require some fed-
eral support as well, which is 
something I am very hopeful 
about, particularly because of 
the presence of Sen. Schumer 
and the role he plays,” DeBla-
sio said live on the April 6 epi-
sode of WNCY’s Brian Lehrer 
Show. “We are moving for-
ward but we have to get the ex-
act details right.”

And hours after Hizzoner 
assured listeners his trol-
ley plan wasn’t falling off the 
rails, Grace fi red off a modi-
fi ed version of her initial com-
ment on it, recasting the state-

ment not as a question of if the 
project will move forward, but 
how it will advance.

“The mayor calls it as he 
sees it, and what he sees is that 
the BQX can bring jobs and a 

brand new, green-transpor-
tation system to growing and 
transit-hungry Brooklyn and 
Queens neighborho ods,” she 
said. “With a block-by-block 
study, we’ll determine the best 
way forward – including if fed-
eral or other public funds are 
needed.”

The mayoral spokeswoman 
later defended her revised of-
fi cial stance, arguing nothing 
had changed in the city’s fore-
cast for the scheme.

“I don’t know that it 
changed. The mayor elabo-
rated a little today,” Grace 
said. “We are moving forward 
but have to get the exact de-
tails right.”

The trolley’s proponents 
turned up the pressure on De-
Blasio following his reassur-
ances, demanding on Monday 
that he prove the project will 
come to fruition before he 
leaves offi ce.

“We are calling on your ad-
ministration to take concrete 
steps to indicate that this criti-
cal infrastructure project will 

BQ-AXED?: City offi cials and 
Mayor DeBlasio described differ-
ent futures for Hizzoner’s Sunset 
Park–to-Queens trolley this month.

City fails to connect on Connector
Mayor, underlings publicly project different futures for waterfront trolley
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Continued on page 16

The ELITE PROTOCOL
MIC-B12 Lipotropic Injections
HCG + Appetite Control
Designed to Attack Weight Loss 
from Every Angle

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

Inquire within now!  

917.444.3043

B Q B82B7

SPRING INTO YOUR 
SUMMER BODY NOW!

MAINTAIN YOUR ROOF FOR SPRING

SUPER ROOFER

Top Quality Workmanship
Residential & Commercial

ND

GUTTER
CLEANING

COMPLETE
FLASH & PAINT

LET US PROTECT 
YOUR HOME
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INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Law Offices of 

RACHEL L. KAYLIE, P.C.

OFFICES ARE EASILY ACCESSIBLE BY:

MUNICIPAL PARKING LOT AVAILABLE.

PHONE
718.615.9000 

1702 Avenue Z, Suite 205,  
Brooklyn, NY 11235 rachel@kaylielaw.com  

www.kaylielaw.com

Contact us for a FREE consultation
DAY, EVENING AND WEEKEND APPOINTMENTS ARE AVAILABLE.

NO RECOVERY, NO FEE
Car Accidents  

Motorcycle Accidents  
Workplace Accidents  

Slip and Fall Wrongful Death  
Personal Injury

GENERAL PRACTICE OF LAW
Personal Injury, Motor Vehicle 

Accidents, Trip and Fall
Accidents, Contruction Accidents  

 

BANKRUPTCY
Get the experienced and affordable legal representation 

Dont let the insurance companies win. Find out if you could be entitled to compensation 
for your injuries with a free legal consultation, and pay no fees until after settlement.

B Q B4, B36, B49 BUSES

Back and neck pain make 
the simplest tasks nearly im-
possible.   

You may be unable to 
walk, bend, work, or drive as 
turning your head to see the 
car behind you — a function 
we barely even think about 
under normal conditions — 
is not possible. This kind of 
debilitating pain impacts the 
quality of life. 

It may be that you’ve tried 
to get help. You may have al-
ready seen doctors for tra-
ditional medical and chiro-
practic care, without results. 
Perhaps it appears the only 
possibility is surgery. 

But this is not your only 
option. 

Dr. James DiGiuseppi DC 
of the Spine and Disc Center 
of Brooklyn has been treat-
ing patients with these condi-
tions for more than 35 years, 
reinstating their quality of 
life through nonsurgical treat-
ment. No spinal injections or 
drugs are involved. Instead, he 
utilizes decompression ther-

apy, a leading non-surgical, 
alternative treatment for seri-
ous neck and low back pain. 

“This gentle treatment 
method has been shown to 
greatly reduce or eliminate 
back and neck pain,” says  
Dr. DiGiuseppi. “It has helped 

people who are at the end of 
their rope.”

Decompression therapy ef-
fectively treats disabling low 
back, neck, and radiating leg 
and arm pain by reducing the 
pressure on spinal nerves, 
discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, effective, 
and amazing pain relief that 
enables most patients to re-
turn to a more active lifestyle,” 
says the doctor. “There is a 
95% success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop this 
procedure was conducted by 
prominent physicians, en-
gineers, and technicians at 
major teaching hospitals, 
says Dr. DiGiuseppi, who is 
trained in these methods. 
The certification course was 
designed by the leading ex-
pert in spinal decompression, 
Dr. Jay Kennedy, D.C., who 
taught doctors worldwide and 
treated thousands of patients 
using a variety of decompres-
sion systems. To gain certifi-
cation involves more than 40 
hours of instruction, includ-
ing hands-on training ses-
sions, followed by certifica-
tion examinations.  

“We are pleased that we 
can serve our patients and 
others in the community 
with advanced spinal de-
compression therapy,” says  
Dr. DiGiuseppi.

Decompression therapy 
begins with a series of ses-
sions that typically run three 
or four times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient is fully 
clothed, either face down, or 
face up, on the table. During 
each of these sessions, electri-
cal muscle stimulation, ultra-
sound, or therapeutic laser 
may be applied to help relax 
muscles and promote further 
healing of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, patients 
may be asked to complete spe-
cific exercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal steno-
sis, bulging, herniated, and 
degenerative discs, pinched 
nerves, and sciatica have 
found relief through this 
method. 

Spine and Disc 
Center of Brook-
lyn 8214 - 13th Av-
enue 11228 in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 833–
3327. www.Spineand-
DiscCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY
Get relief now for back pain at Spine and Disc Center
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BY ADAM LUCENTE
As if waking up for school isn’t 
hard enough.

A Windsor Terrace boy 
with special needs is afraid 
to get back on a school bus af-
ter a driver for the Brooklyn 
company that takes him home 
from class shuttled the young-
ster around for more than four 
hours while apparently lost, 
and didn’t get the kid home un-
til well after nightfall, accord-
ing to his grandmother.

“He cries every day that he 
doesn’t want to go to school,” 
said Sheryl Chavez. “He’s 
afraid it will happen again.”

Dominic Czaplinski, 6, 
a student at PS 369 in Fort 
Greene, suffers from atten-
tion-defi cit disorder and is 
on the autism spectrum, his 
grandma said.

On March 12, a driver for 
Bergen Beach–based New 
Dawn Transit different from 
the one who normally trans-
ports Czaplinski to school 
picked him up at 9:20 am — 
two hours later than normal. 
But the real problems didn’t 

start until after school let out, 
according to Chavez.

The driver was supposed 
to retrieve Czaplinski from 
his schoolhouse at 2:30 pm, 
but didn’t arrive until around 
5 pm, and when the tyke had 
yet to walk in his door an hour 
after that, his grandmother 
began to worry, she said.

Chavez then called the bus 
matron — an onboard staffer 
in addition to the driver — 
but just got the run-around, 
she said.

“I called the matron at 6 pm 
and said ‘Tell me where you 
are so I can pick up my grand-
son,’ ” Chavez said of her con-
versation with the New Dawn 
employee. “She kept promis-
ing 10 minutes. She said the 
bus driver wasn’t answering 
her.”

Chavez claimed she sent 
a relative to try and fi nd the 
rogue vehicle, but the search 
proved unsuccessful, and said 
she grew even more livid when 
New Dawn allegedly stopped 
answering her calls around 
8:30 pm — even though her 
grandson still wasn’t home.

“No one is supposed to 
leave until the last child is 
home,” she said.

A tired, hungry, and upset 
Czaplinski fi nally returned to 
his house around 9:20 pm, and 
the driver told Chavez he got 
lost, she said.

“Still to this day I don’t 
know where he was,” Chavez 
said. 

The boy’s family fi led a 
complaint with the Depart-
ment of Education’s Offi ce of 

Pupil Transportation — which 
facilitates students’ transit 
to public and private schools 
across the city — and Chavez 
hopes offi cials will appropri-
ately punish the driver, whom 
she feels has no excuse.

“How do you get lost in 2018 
with GPS and everything?” 
she said. 

The city is investigating 
the incident, according to a 
spokesman for the Offi ce of Pu-
pil Transportation, who said 
the appropriate actions will 

be taken, but declined to com-
ment further. 

Reps for New Dawn did not 
return repeated requests for 
comment.

And controversy is not new 
to the bus company, which 
 fell under new ownership last 
year after an Illinois-based 
fi rm purchased it. 

 Bergen Beachers have long 
lamented noise and pollution 
caused by its buses , which are 
kept in a facility on E. 69th 
Street.

LONG NIGHT: PS 369 student Dominic Czaplinski was allegedly left on a 
school bus for more than four hours after the driver apparently got lost 
bringing him home, according to his family.  Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Boy gets wild ride
‘Lost’ driver keeps Terrace kid on bus for hours, kin claims

BUS-TED: A driver for Brooklyn bus 
company New Dawn Transit kept a 
tyke aboard his people mover long 
after the boy should’ve arrived 
home from school, according to 
his grandmother. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

IN STOCK 
COMMUNION
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All NYC residents 14 and older are eligible to apply. Call 311 or visit nyc.gov/idnyc

Get an IDNYC. With a free NYC identification card, you 
can select the gender that fits you best, or not report a gender.  
Your IDNYC also gets you free memberships, cheap tickets, 
easy access to City services, and more. It’s the card that 
opens doors all over the city.

NNNYYYYYYCCCCCCCCCCCCCC IIIDDDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEENNNTTIIIIFFFFFFFIIIICCCAAAAAAATTTTTTTIIIOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNN CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARRRRRRDDDD

An ID that reflects you.
Because not  

everybody needs to fit 
into the M or F box.

Will your child be 5 by December 31, 2018?

Seats are available for 2018–19 
in the Catholic academies and parish schools in Queens and Brooklyn

To fi nd a school, visit www.dioceseofbrooklyn.org/schools/fi nd-a-school
Tuition Assistance Available. Apply by April 30, 2018 at www.futuresineducation.org

Children of all faiths are welcome
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Grand
Opening

Sidewalk success in S’Park
BY JULIANNE MCSHANE

It’s a  “death trap”  no more.
The city fi nally took steps to corral 

cars in a Fourth Avenue gas station’s 
parking lot where motorists habitu-
ally drove on the sidewalks, endanger-
ing kids walking to a nearby school.

The Sunset Park mom who led the 
call for safety improvements com-
mended offi cials for addressing her 
and other parents’ concerns.

“Everyone did everything that they 
said they would do,” said Arsenia Reil-
ly-Collins, a 31st Street resident who 
passes the Speedway gas station daily 
while walking her son Declan to school 
at nearby PS 172.

Department of Transportation work-
ers installed granite-block barricades at 
the station between 30th and 31st streets, 
and Speedway employees painted ar-
rows clearly marking where cars should 
enter and exit the lot.

Reilly-Collins and other parents 
fi rst complained in January that the 
city put tots’ lives at risk by ignoring 
the problems of cars speeding into the 
station — which PS 172 principal Jack 
Spatola said has been a danger since it 
opened about a decade ago — and er-
ratically driving onto the sidewalks to 
reach its fuel pumps.

And weeks later, following this 
newspaper’s reports on the station’s 
hazards, transit leaders installed the 
four granite blocks meant to serve as 

barricades near the station’s entrances 
and exits in early March, along with 
stop and “no standing” signs at the 
31st Street exit, which prevent trucks 
from stopping to unload curbside, ac-
cording to an agency spokesman.

Speedway workers fi nished paint-
ing arrows directing traffi c fl ow in the 
lot by March 24, according to a Trans-
portation Department spokeswoman, 
who added that the agency is also fi -
nalizing plans to hang “watch for pe-
destrians” signage.

And although Reilly-Collins wel-
comed the improvements, she still 
hopes bushes at the corner of the Speed-
way’s 31st Street exit will be trimmed 
to get rid of a dangerous blind spot, 
and that stakeholders will again meet 
with parents to review the safety mea-
sures’ effectiveness, she said.

FINALLY: The Transportation Department 
installed granite blocks at the Speedway gas 
station on Fourth Avenue. 
 Community News Group / Julianne McShane 

This ad entitles you to 50% off your 
first Acupuncture session.

$62 value
New clients only.

Must mention coupon
when calling.

Offer expires 5/31/18

Services:
Physical Therapy
Acupuncture

 Massage Therapy

SARRICA

Physical Therapy & Wellness

Sarrica Physical Therapy & Wellness
“Quality Care For A Better Quality of Life”

Dr. Marcello Sarrica,
DPT, OCS, CSCS
Dr. Paul Nasri, DPT
Jodi Gentili, MS, LAc
Anthony Giannone, LMT

Tel: 347-560-6920
Marcello@sarricapt.com
     @sarricapt

www.sarricapt.com

474 Bay Ridge Parkway Brooklyn, NY 11209
15 West 39th Street, 4th floor, New York, NY 10018
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GET THE

The ACCESS HRA mobile app is for supporting 
documents only. You can confirm your status 
or account balance with the website or 
mobile app, both available in 7 languages. 

If you need assistance in any other languages, 
call 311

ACCESS HRA 
MOBILE APP

g

 

 NYC.GOV/ACCESSHRA

And keep the groceries coming.

RECERTIFY 
SNAP ONLINE.

CLICK 
Recertify your benefits online at 
ACCESS HRA

TALK 
Call for your phone interview 
whenever it’s convenient during 
business hours

SEND 
Submit required documents and 
check they’ve been received with 
the ACCESS HRA mobile app

Broccoli Rabe

Asparagus Honeydews Gold Pineapple

22forfor

$$55

7979¢¢
Bartlett PearGala Apples

Red Peppers

Cauliflower

lb.lb.

$$499499
lb.lb.

$$139139
lb.lb.

$$139139
lb.lb.

$$299299
ea.ea.

$$129129
Large HeadLarge Head

7979¢¢
lb.lb.

¢¢7979lb.lb.

$$199199
Flour
$$199199

Cream CheeseYogurt Medjool Dates

$$149149

K D

Hass Avocado

¢¢99991 lb. bag1 lb. bag

$$199199
ea.ea.

Cello Carrots

$$1010forfor33Full Line

Walnuts
$$499499

lb.lb.

4/11 7AM -4/16 7PM
SALE STARTS 12 1311 14 15 16

GREAT DEAL!

EBT

ORGANIC

ORGANIC

GREAT DEAL!
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Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Their concerted effort paid 
off!

Preservationists cheered 
city offi cials on Tuesday af-
ter they took the fi rst step 
towards saving a pair of an-
cient Carroll Gardens build-
ings that neighbors, pols, and 
activist-musician Joan Baez 
demanded not face the wreck-
ing ball due to their shared 
history of serving educators 
and ministers.

Members of the city’s 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission voted to “cal-
endar” a to-be-determined 
public hearing on the protec-
tion of  an old schoolhouse-
turned-church and its neigh-
boring residential complex at 
236 and 238 President Streets , 
where Baez’s grandfather 
once preached and lived, 
kicking off the sites’ formal 
landmarking process to the 
delight of locals who called 
on the agency to step in ahead 

of a developer’s suspected de-
struction of the former class-
rooms.

“These two beautiful 
buildings represent part of 
the rich cultural fabric of our 
beloved neighborhood,” said 
Jim Protos, who owns and 
lives in 238 President St. “We 
are thrilled that the Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion has heard the many sup-
porters who have voiced their 
desire to preserve them.”

A commission rep said its 
decision to calendar the sites 
means the agency now can 
review all applications that 
Manhattan-based builder 
Avo Construction fi les for its 
makeover of the 1867 school-
house, known centuries ago 
as the Hans S. Christian Me-
morial Kindergarten, before 
making any fi nal decision to 
designate it or its neighbor 
as a landmark — including a 
request to bulldoze the struc-
ture, which Avo bigwigs have 

yet to fi le with the Depart-
ment of Buildings.

The developer, whose rep 
did not respond to requests 
for comment, has not submit-
ted any construction permits, 
city records show.

The commission’s vote fol-
lowed a March rally where 
activists — equipped with a 
Baez-penned letter demand-
ing the structures’ protec-
tion — called on the city to 
save the old kindergarten 
that later became Brooklyn’s 
fi rst Spanish-language house 
of worship, the First Meth-

odist Episcopal congrega-
tion, and its neighbor built in 
1853, both of which sit blocks 
outside the protected Carroll 
Gardens Historic District es-
tablished in 1973.  

And the city preservation-
ists ultimately agreed that the 
structures’ design and pur-
pose warranted their closer 
consideration, a rep said.

“Their interconnected his-
tory associated with educa-
tion and social welfare made 
them culturally signifi cant,” 
said a commission spokes-
woman.

Voices heard

SAVIOR STEPPED IN: The Landmarks Preservation Commission on 
Tuesday voted to set a public hearing on this historic President Street 
building’s possible designation as a city landmark after locals and Joan 
Baez demanded its protection. File photo by Caroline Ourso

Offi cials look to landmark 
school adored by Joan Baez

indeed break ground during 
your mayoralty,” the Friends 
of The Brooklyn Queens Con-
nector wrote in a letter to Hiz-
zoner that the New York Times 
fi rst reported and this news-
paper later obtained. “We are 
urging you to lay out a path 
— through community out-
reach and consultation, envi-
ronmental analysis, and addi-
tional engineering and design 
work — to defi nitively make 
that clear.”

Financial troubles, how-
ever, aren’t the only potential 
hazards facing the streetcar 
proposal, according to the 
city’s own transit experts, 
 who previously warned that 
laying its tracks could compli-
cate their looming repairs to a 
decrepit stretch of the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway  be-
cause both infrastructure 
projects will unfold in Brook-
lyn Heights. 

And now that state pols 
green-lit the streamlined de-
sign-build process for the 
Department of Transporta-
tion–led makeover of the ex-
pressway, an agency rep said 
that work could start as early 
as 2020 — a year after DeBla-
sio initially hoped to begin 
building the light-rail system.

BQX
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CALL TODAY! 844-621-4863

SWITCH TO DISH & GET:

$50
Gift Card!

(Courtesy of Satellite Deals)

FREE
Premium Channels!

for 3 mos.

FREE
Installation!

(up to 6 rooms)

EXPIRES SOON:

Continued from page 10
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BOROUGH WIDE

Standing O sends out welcomes to 
the new director of education at the In-

terSchool Orchestras of New York, 
Brooklyn’s own Dr. David Wechsler. 

Karen Geer, executive direc-
tor, shared the news and said,  “Dr. 

Wechsler is a 
wonderful ad-
dition to ISO’s 
artistic staff.  
He will bring 
great insight 
and support 
to the conduc-
tors, teaching 
artists, stu-
dents and par-

ents and help take ISO to new and ex-
citing heights.” 

Dr. Wechsler shared his excitement 
at his appointment and said,  “I have 
worked with young musicians for my 
entire career, whether in a private les-
son, group lesson, or ensemble capac-
ity. I am thrilled to have the opportu-
nity to be part of an organization that 
is helping to foster the next generation 
of orchestral musicians.”

Dr. Wechsler’s appointment marks 
the fi rst time in the orchestra’s 46-year 
history that an education position was 
created. Dr. Wechsler will be working 
with Tong Chen, the new music direc-
tor, starting in July. 

Good luck, Dr. Wechsler, lead on.
InterSchool Orchestras of New York 

[121 W. 27th St. in Manhattan, (212) 
410–0370].

BAY RIDGE

Strictly seniors
Seniors out there who want to fl ex 

their brains as well as their muscles 
can now participate in low-cost activ-
ities courtesy of the Bay Ridge Cen-

ter.

The Center launched its new Af-

ter Hours program for older adults, 
which is running now through June 
12. The Center is again providing its 
Aging Mastery Program in part-
nership with Kingsborough Com-

munity College, as well as a writing 
course for older adults. The hours are 
an expansion of Bay Ridge Center’s 
programming, in order to reach more 
community members and provide 
more learning opportunities.

For 42 years, Bay Ridge Center has 
served as a community hub for older 
adults in the neighborhood, aiming 
to combat social isolation, depression, 
and hunger. Bay Ridge Center After 
Hours will continue to enhance the 
center’s mission to promote mental 
and physical wellness among seniors.

Give ’em a call for additional 411 on 
all the opportunities available.

Bay Ridge Center [6935 Fourth Ave. 
at 70th Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 748–
0650].

BOROUGH WIDE

Volunteers sought
The Red Cross of Greater New 

York is seeking volunteers to help 
install smoke alarms in the borough 
during the Sound the Alarm Save a 

Life initiative.
The program begins April 28 and 

runs through May 12 and is a great 
way to help your fellow neighbors. 

“Sound the Alarm in Brooklyn is 
part of the nationwide Red Cross effort 
to help reduce the number of deaths 
and injuries from home fi res,” said 
Rosie Taravella, interim chief execu-
tive offi cer. “By volunteering with the 

Red Cross, you can truly make a dif-
ference in someone’s life. Please join 
us and help Sound the Alarm to end 
home fi res by volunteering to help 
your neighbors in New York City.”

The local event is made possible 
through the generous support of part-
ners like BBDO, CBS Corporation, 
Dentsu Aegis Network, the Fire De-
partment of the City of New York, the 
FDNY Foundation, Marsh & McLen-
nan Companies, Inc., Turner Con-
struction, and the New York Yankees.

If you are interested in volunteer-
ing to educate people about home fi re 
safety and install free smoke alarms, 
visit www.soundthealarm.org/NYC.

The American Red Cross will pro-
vide all training for this program free 
of charge to all volunteers, and there 
are numerous opportunities available 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BAY RIDGE

Standing O is giving out green 
thumbs to the students at St. 

Anselm Catholic Academy for 
planting, pruning, and implement-
ing a keyhole garden of their 
own.

The fourth-graders learned all 
about how Catholic Relief Ser-

vices has helped people in drought-
stricken regions successfully grow 
crops using keyhole gardens, which 
are designed to use recycled mate-
rial and water to grow certain crops. 
Keyhole gardens use cardboard to 
hold in moisture to reduce need for 
watering, gravel fi lters so that grow-
ers can use dishwater to water their 
crops, and many more innovations.  

The budding farmers watched a 

video showing how villagers collab-
orated to construct a keyhole gar-
den using cardboard, leaves, and 
tin cans, and then under the super-
vision of STEM lab teacher Chris-

tine Deem, they created individual 
versions of these gardens using re-
cycled material. Plastic soda caps 
were provided as an alternate wa-
tering method in case students did 
not have access to spray bottles at 
home.

The students planted wheatgrass 
and one type of herb in their indi-
vidual keyhole gardens and brought 
them home to grow.  

What a way to celebrate Mother 
Nature and Earth Day.

St. Anselm Catholic Academy 
[365 83rd St. at Third Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 745–7643].

Strike up the band for new director

How does your tiny garden grow?

for every skill set. 
Standing O joins with the Red Cross 

and says, “Grab your friends, families, 
coworkers, and neighbors and make 
a difference together by helping cre-
ate safer and more resilient communi-
ties.”  

To learn more about the Home Fire 
Campaign, visit www.soundthealarm.
org/nyc.  

VINEGAR HILL

Expansion is expertise
Standing O welcomes Michael 

Kelly as the new chief operating 
offi cer and executive vice presi-
dent of the Brooklyn Navy Yard 

Development Corporation.

Kelly is an architect, educator, 
and not-for-profi t executive with 
more than three decades of expe-
rience in public service. He has 
joined the corporation amidst its 
largest expansion in more than 
50 years.

“BNYDC continues to demon-
strate its ability to fulfi ll its mis-
sion of creating middle-class jobs 
for New Yorkers at the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard,” said David Ehren-

berg, president and chief execu-
tive offi cer, adding, “His decades 
of experience will greatly sup-
port BNYDC in the management 
of the 300-acre campus.”

In his role, Kelly will be 
charged with overseeing the 
yard’s world-class operations 
and property management team, 
which manages the industrial 
park’s energy infrastructure, 
utilities, and building mainte-
nance. His proven track record 
of raising property management 
and service standards at public 
assets — both distressed and in 
good fi nancial standing — lead-
ership, public service, and real-
world operating knowledge will 
support the yard’s continued mis-
sion. 

The corporation is currently 
planning to expand to 30,000 jobs 
and add 5 million square feet of 
new manufacturing space in the 
coming years. 

Standing O wishes Mr. Kelly 
success in his tenure. 

Brooklyn Navy Yard Develop-
ment Corporation [Building 92, 
63 Flushing Ave.  in Vinegar Hill 
(718) 907–5932].

BUDDING GARDENERS: Students at St. Anselm Catholic Academy tend to their seed-
ling plants as part of the school’s keyhole garden program.
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P
aradise just keeps getting better and 
better. And choosing the venue for your 
special occasions gets easier and easier, 
thanks to the Paradise Catering Hall 

(51 Avenue U, at the corner of West 11th Street; 
718-372-4352).

Celebrating your special moments here means 
having the total attention and expertise of the staff 
focused exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to 
discover or re-discover this exceptional catering 
hall. After a stunning re-modeling of their the grand 
ballroom, management recently spared no expense 
when they completely re-did the facility’s grand lob-
by as well as the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, 
now done up with marble and granite accents for a 
look of timeless elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in 
the ballroom — which itself sports one of the larg-
est chandeliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just 
a brief inkling into what they have in store for you 
and your guests. Come and see the grandeur for 
yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one 
time. There’s no splitting of the resources between 
two or three or even more affairs. When you book 
Paradise, you get the skills and expertise of every 
person there, on scene and behind the scenes to 
assure that your event runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts 
the very minute you discover Paradise. At this facil-
ity, you don’t deal with some salesman. You deal 
directly with one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, 
Mike. And why is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in mak-
ing you happy, not just in making a sale. They know 
their business depends on word-of-mouth recom-
mendations and on the special days yet to come 
in your life and the lives of your family. Thus, they 
will do everything in their power to be certain that 
the affair you have imagined is transformed into re-
ality under the skilled hands of themselves and their 
staff. That’s the secret of their longevity and of their 
success.

The lavish party room, which can be made in-
timate enough for parties of 100, or grand enough 
to host a spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a 
central chandelier that will take your breath away. 
It is the focal point for a magnificent space done 
up in sophisticated pinks and reds, with mirrored 
accents that lend a touch of infinity to the already 
expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is 
large, romantic and very feminine, accommodating 
up to 15 in easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this 
world of environments, which also includes an in-
timate private garden area, a uniquely designed 
water fountain, as well as a host of fine, white 
wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it 
can. And they proved that when they totally reno-
vated the large lobby area, adding a regal touch to 
this space, as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party 
or any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bot-
tom line will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff 
a longtime part of the Paradise family. These are 
full-time professionals who know their business; 
not weekend teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are 
world class. Whatever you can find in the cook-
books, they can serve at the table. They offer an 
added expertise in all manner of ethnic cooking. 
Add to that everything is cooked from scratch right 
on the premises to assure the highest in quality 
control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-
lifetime days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through 
Sunday, 1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also 
available during the weekdays for all types of social 
meetings and functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, 
Paradise also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

TREAT YOURSE
NEW CAR THIS TA

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, W

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & 
mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish date: 

4/13/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 11101888-396-2567 43 40 NORTHERN BLVD LONG ISLAND CITY QUEENS NY 11101

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM
WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!
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$7,995$7,995$7,900$6,995$6,995$4,995

$11,975$11,888$11,588$10,995$10,995$10,888

$14,995$14,995$14,888$14,888$14,888$14,588 BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

‘16 DODGE CHARGER  ‘17 HONDA ACCORD  

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY

37,331 miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD EXPLORER'16 HONDA CIVIC EX

29k miles, Stk#2920829k miles, Stk#29208

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

19,606 miles, Stk#15579

BUY 
FOR:

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

Stk#35579, 41k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA  ILX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN ROGUE

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA'15 HONDA ACCORD
BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

39,600 miles, Stk 35990
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 HONDA PILOT

Stk#34486, 125k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

'15 NISSAN SENTRA

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY MALIBU

36k miles, Stk#8357

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA

39k miles, Stk#31564108k miles, Stk#31719

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4
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T eenagers are busier than ever before. But even 
the busiest teens need places to unwind and re-
lax with friends. Many parents aspire to create 

that type of environment in their homes but don’t 
know where to begin.

Having teens close by and interacting with them 
on a regular basis can benefi t families. Data from 
the National Center for Education Statistics notes 
that parental involvement correlates to higher 
grade point averages. Research from the National 
Highway Traffi c Safety Administration says cer-
tain parenting styles, including those that set rules 
and monitor teens in supportive ways, develop kids 
who are more likely to wear seat belts while driving, 
while such support also lowers crash risk. Involved 
parents also may reduce the chances of teen drug 
use and promiscuous behavior.

Parents who want to keep teens nearby can create 

hangout spaces at home that make it easy for teens 
to feel comfortable with their friends. These “teen 
caves” can be private but permit supervision when 
necessary. With a few modifi cations, it’s possible 
to transform a room in a home into a teen-friendly 
hangout space:

Talk to your children. Involve teens in the pro-
cess of renovating a home to create a spot in which 
they would like to congregate. Talk about elements 
they would like to see in the space, whether it be a 
particular design style, technology, or activity. 

Establish a shared budget. Paint is inexpen-
sive and can transform just about any room in a 
single afternoon. If the room being renovated is the 
teen’s own bedroom, allow him or her to choose the 
color palette and other accents. Even if it isn’t to 
your taste, he or she will be proud of the results and 
may want to share it with friends.

Have a snack station. Some teenagers always 
seem to be hungry, and hanging out with friends 
while enjoying food is a popular pastime. When ren-
ovating a room into a teen cave, fi nd a way to make 
food a focus. Install a mini-refrigerator and non-al-
coholic bar where kids can serve snacks to friends. 
Think about a space you would like as an adult and 
modify it to be more accommodating to teenagers.

Add more seating. Having friends over means 
having enough seating to handle a small crowd. 
Beanbags, cushioned benches, a daybed, modular 
seating, and more can ensure everyone has a place 
to sit.

Make a private outdoor spot. Teen spaces do 
not need to be restricted to the indoors. Design ad-
vice site Houzz says an outdoor escape zone that in-
cludes comfortable seating in a private area — par-
ticularly a spot that can also be enjoyed into the 
evening — will be a coveted spot.

Invest in “indestructible” materials. Teenag-
ers are bound to make messes, and having other peo-
ple over means contending with a certain measure 
of damage. Design the space with indoor-outdoor 
carpeting, water-resistant fabrics, distressed wood, 
and other durable materials.

Adolescents are always looking for spaces to 
gather without overbearing adult interference. Ho-
meowners can create such spaces for their children 
in their own homes.  

I N S I D E  &  O U T

your

CREATE A TEEN-FRIENDLY

space at home

With a few modifi cations, 
it’s possible to transform a 
room in a home into a teen-
friendly hangout space.
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Many homeowners are eager to step outdoors 
upon the return of warm weather. Outdoor 
living spaces have grown in popularity as 

more and more homeowners embrace opportuni-
ties to entertain and lounge around in their yards. 

Outdoor entertaining areas can be great, but 
such spaces may go unused when summer sun 
makes it uncomfortable to spend time outdoors. 
But a retractable awning can change all that. Ho-
meowners often fi nd awnings can be worthwhile 
investments that can be benefi cial both inside and 
outside of the home: 

Increase usable yard space
Awnings can create privacy and establish bound-

aries for outdoor living areas. Place an awning over 
a deck, tables and chairs, or an entire patio area. 
Some people like to install awnings over a portion 
of their pools to provide shade for those who want 
to escape the sun’s rays. Motorized awnings can be 
retracted with the push of a button, which can help 
homeowners with physical limitations.

Protect against sun damage
Awnings provide excellent protection against 

sun damage, as they can shield outdoor furniture 
from direct sunlight, helping to reduce the chances 
for discoloration or fading. 

Reduce air conditioning costs
In addition to shading outdoor living areas, 

smaller awnings can be placed over southern- 
and western-facing windows, shielding interiors 

against the sun’s rays. In turn, this may reduce re-
liance on air conditioners.

Expand gardening possibilities
Some plants require very specifi c light condi-

tions to grow. Awnings can protect shade-loving 
plants from harsh sunlight and fi lter the sun for 
plants that require indirect light. They can be 
placed over a patio container garden or permanent 
garden structure.

Add value for buyers
For those who may be selling their homes soon, 

awning may help them receive top dollar. Today’s 
buyers want houses that have attractive and func-
tional exteriors, and an awning can provide that 
competitive advantage over similar homes in the 
neighborhood.

When renovating outdoor areas, homeowners 
should not overlook awnings that can make out-
door living spaces more livable.  

Awnings can make spaces more comfortable

When renovating outdoor areas, homeowners should not overlook awnings that can make outdoor living spaces more 
livable.

I N S I D E  &  O U T
your
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 FRIENDS & FAMILY SALE

Welcome to the family.
Pay no interest until 2023*.

This is the deal we give our moms

20% OFF**

THE SALE 
PRICE 

SAVE THE 
TAX† FRI-SUN 

ONLY!  +

†Save the Tax: Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale 
price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with state and 
local laws. Not valid on previous purchases, Serta iComfort, tulo or select Sleepy’s mattresses (Basic, Calm, Rest and Relax). Not valid on select accessories or 

Head Up 50 adjustable bases. Off er valid 4/13/18 – 4/15/18 at participating locations only. See store for complete details.

Firm 
Queen Mattress

+ SAVE THE TAX†

WAS $699
SALE $55920

+ SAVE 20%
FRIENDS & FAMILY

NOW $44736

MF28_NYC_WRAP_4.13_DAILYNEWS_1
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MF28_NYC_WRAP_4.13_DAILYNEWS_2_3

FRIENDS & FAMILY SALE

WAS $899 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$71920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Plush Mattress

WAS $499 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$39920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Cushion Firm Mattress

WAS $799 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$63920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Plush Mattress

Pillow Top 
Queen Mattress

+ SAVE THE TAX†

WAS $1099
SALE $87920

+ SAVE 20%
FRIENDS & FAMILY

NOW $70336
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20% OFF** + SAVE THE TAX†

WAS $549 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$43920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Pillow Top Mattress

WAS $699 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$55920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Firm Mattress

WAS $999 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$79920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Plush Mattress

Firm 
Queen Mattress

+ SAVE THE TAX†

WAS $1499
SALE $119920

+ SAVE 20%
FRIENDS & FAMILY

NOW $95936
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Limited Time Only

PLUS SAVE THE TAX!† • FRI-SUN ONLY

Hurry in for savings on the 
widest range of America’s 
best-selling brands like 
Serta, Beautyrest and more.20% OFF

**
This is the deal we give our moms

WAS $499 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$39920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Plush Mattress

WAS $699 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$55920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Memory Foam Mattress

WAS $699 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$55920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Pillow Top Mattress

Instant Manufacturer’s Rebate*†

$500 OFF
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

WAS $899 | + SAVE 20% 

QUEEN MATTRESS NOW
$71920

+ 
SAVE 

TH
E T

AX
†

Luxury Firm Mattress

Minimum purchase of $2799 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 60 equal payments until April 2023 required.
0% APR until 2023*

1-800-MAT-FIRM |  MATTRESSFIRM.COM
0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase of $2799, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Off er valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 and applies 
only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the 
next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should 
see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **Friends & Family Discount: Save 20% off  the purchase price of select mattresses, accessories, foundations and adjustable bases. Savings applied to listed sale price. Product selection may vary by store. Not valid on previous 
purchases, Serta iComfort, tulo or select Sleepy’s mattresses (Basic, Calm, Rest and Relax). Not valid on select accessories or Head Up 50 adjustable bases. Cannot be combined with any rebate off er. Off er valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 or while supplies last at participating locations only. See store for complete details. 
†Save the Tax:  Sale price of merchandise will be discounted and reduced by an amount equal to the amount of sales tax you would have paid on the sale price. Sales tax will be assessed on the discounted sale price and added to the total amount payable by you for the purchase in accordance with state 
and local laws. Not valid on previous purchases, Serta iComfort, tulo or select Sleepy’s mattresses (Basic, Calm, Rest and Relax). Not valid on select accessories or Head Up 50 adjustable bases. Off er valid 4/13/18 – 4/15/18 at participating locations only. See store for complete details. *†Instant Rebate: Instant 
Rebate of $500 on select Beautyrest Black Memory Foam with BlackIce™ models. Rebate good towards mattress purchase. This off er excludes clearance products. Cannot be combined with certain off ers including Friends & Family Discount off er. Off er valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 or while supplies last at participating 
locations only. See store for complete details. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/
or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 4/11/18-4/17/18 or while supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details. 

MF28_NYC_WRAP_4.13_DAILYNEWS_4
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SHOP BROOKLYN’S LARGEST SELECTION 
OF DESIGNER PRODUCTS FOR EVERY STYLE AND BUDGET

Faucets • Sinks • Vanities • Mirrors • Tubs
Shower Heads • Toilets • Accessories

SHOWROOM: 299 Atlantic Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11201
718.259.8010 • www.kbgbrooklyn.com

YOUR DREAM KITCHEN 
AND BATHROOM IS WAITING

LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE 
We’ll Meet Internet Pricing with Personal, Knowledgable Service.
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I N S I D E  &  O U T
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Many homeowners aspire to make 
their homes appear as beautiful 
and welcoming as possible. Exte-

rior renovations may be high on hom-
eowners’ to-do lists, and landscaping 
is oftentimes a key component of those 
projects.

When planning gardens, homeown-
ers may benefi t by considering more 
than just fl owers and shrubs while giv-
ing thought to other elements that can 
breathe vitality into their landscape 
designs. Water features can do just 
that, as such features provide more 
than just visual appeal: 

Aesthetic appeal: Water elements 
stand out against the greenery and 
foliage and can be used to create fo-
cal points around the garden or yard. 
A single fountain can draw the eye, 
while a trickling stream or waterfall 
can deliver water to various spots in 

the landscape.
Soothing sound: Rain drops on a 

rooftop or waves lapping on a shore-
line elicit feelings of harmony and re-
laxation. Water features can bring that 
gentle sound close to home, further en-
hancing the ambiance. 

Brings texture: Water has its own 
unique and fl uid texture that can pro-
vide stark contrast to blades of grass 
or the hard lines of architectural ele-
ments, such as pergolas or retaining 
walls. A pond or fountain can soften 
lines.

Enhance the natural ecosystem: 
Water features can attract wildlife to 
a property. Birds may visit to take a 
quick sip, and dragonfl ies are sure to 
dart and hover over the shimmering 
ripples. Inviting natural wildlife to the 
yard can add hours of entertainment 
by enjoying the animals and insects.

Remedy problem areas: Rather 
than fi ghting with the landscape, ho-
meowners can adapt it. An area of 
the yard prone to soggy conditions 
or fl ooding can be transformed into a 
pond or waterfall to work with natu-
ral surroundings. 

Foster a passion: Many people 
turn to water features so they can ex-
plore the hobby of nurturing an out-
door aquarium. Koi ponds are rela-
tively easy to install and maintain, 
and the vibrant fi sh add visual ap-
peal.

Add a personal touch: Water fea-
tures are as unique as the homeowners 
who create them. To set landscaping 
apart from neighbors’ homes, home-
owners can add fountains, ponds, or 
fl owing water elements to their prop-
erties. Decorative water features also 
can be melded with pools and spas to 
help these man-made recreational ar-
eas seem like they were carved right 
out of the natural landscape.

Water features can take landscapes 
to the next level with sounds, texture, 
movement, and beauty.  

Personal touches turn 
a house into a home. 
Hanging pictures, 

whether they’re personal 
photographs or artwork, can 
really change the character 
of a room. 

Unfortunately, some peo-
ple may not know the proper 
ways to display pictures on a 
wall. Design maven Martha 
Stewart advises that the fi rst 
step is to gather all of the pic-
tures that are in consider-
ation for hanging. This will 
enable a person to see what 
is available and edit his se-
lection based on the space 
available, theme, or color 
scheme. Having the artwork 
there enables a person to 
move it around like a puzzle 
until the placement feels just 
right.

Next, plan on hanging 
artwork at 57 inches on cen-
ter, according to the renova-
tion experts at Apartment 
Therapy. “On center” means 
the middle of the photograph 
or painting will always be at 
57 inches, as this measure-
ment represents the aver-
age human eye height. This 
height is regularly used as a 

standard in many galleries 
and museums. 

When the goal is to hang 
multiple pictures, treat the 
entire grouping as a single 

unit. This means creating 
the layout and fi nding the 
center of the middle piece of 
the grouping. To make pic-
ture grouping easier, use pa-

per templates with arrows 
to indicate whether the art-
work will be hung horizon-
tally or vertically. These 
templates can then be easily 
taped to the wall and rear-
ranged until the grouping is 
ideal.

There are no hard-
and-fast rules concerning 
frames, meaning they do not 
all have to match. But plac-
ing framed artwork side-by-
side can give a person a feel 
for whether the images and 
the frames work together in 
the space. Some people like 
to use frames of similar col-
ors and sizes. Others want 
the eclectic mix-and-match 
appeal. It’s ultimately up to 
the homeowner.

Measuring is key to hang-
ing a picture correctly on 
the wall. Take into consid-
eration the type of attach-
ment, whether it’s D-rings, 
sawtooth hangers, wire, or 
other fasteners on the back. 
Measure from the top of the 
frame to the hanger. Mea-
sure the wall to achieve the 
57-inch on center location, 
and then calculate where 
this falls within the height 

of the artwork and frame 
top. Adjust accordingly and 
mark. Then measure the dis-
tance from the frame top to 
the hanger location on the 
wall. 

Be sure to take the weight 
of the picture into consider-
ation when selecting hang-
ing hardware. Wall anchors 
may be needed if measure-
ments determine a wall stud 
will not help secure the art-
work — to keep the frame 
sturdy in the drywall. Home 
improvement resource To-
day’s Homeowner also sug-
gests using self-adhesive 
rubber bumpers to the bot-
tom corners on the back of 
the frame before hanging 
so that the picture will not 
damage the wall and will 
help it hang level.

It can take a few attempts 
to hang pictures correctly, 
but with practice it should 
come with greater ease. 
The good news is there are 
new products constantly be-
ing evolved to make picture 
hanging easier, including 
those that enable removal 
and relocation of artwork 
without damaging walls.  

How to hang photos and artwork with ease

THE BENEFITS OF WATER FEATURES IN 

garden 
landscapes

Water features, such as ponds or waterfalls, can add a special touch to the landscape.

Hanging pictures, whether they’re personal photographs or artwork, 
can really change the character of a room.
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CARSSTARTING
 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934

$2,995!
AS 

LOW 
AS

AAAA
LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOLLO
AAAAAAAAAELF TO A 

AX SEASON!
ELF TO A 
AX SEASON!

We’ll Pick You Up! Call 888-396-2567 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYAYAYA
M

SUBUBUBUBUUBUBUBU WW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
888-396-2567

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer, except for licensing costs, registration fee and taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publish 

date: 4/13/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS.  
ALWAYS AFFORDABLE.
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$23,588

$13,588

$9,988$9,800$9,488$9,200$8,888$8,500

$12,888$12,888$12,888$12,888$11,995

$22,995$22,900$19,888$17,500$15,950 BUY 
FOR:

32,181 miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
BUY 
FOR:

‘16 NISSAN FRONTIER

15k miles Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT
BUY 
FOR:

'14 INFINITI Q50

44k miles, Stk#34514
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
BUY 
FOR:

13,154 miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#32110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV

37k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

‘17 TOYOTA CAMRY

23,114 miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
BUY 
FOR:

‘15 NISSAN ROGUE

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA

42,750 miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'17 NISSAN VERSA

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
BUY 
FOR:

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CIVIC

39k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#32469
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYBRID

PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
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Developers will demolish a 

nearly century-old Ditmas Park 

house of worship to make way for 

a residential complex unless city 

preservationists initiate a last-

minute landmarking effort to 

save the building that neighbors 

cherish (“Seeking salvation: Dit-

mas Parkers stage landmarking 

push to save church from destruc-

tion,” by Colin Mixson, online 

April 5). Leaders of the Baptist 

Church of the Redeemer on Cor-

telyou Road struck a deal with 

bigwigs of self-proclaimed af-

fordable-apartment builder Mu-

tual Housing Association of New 

York to tear down the holy house 

in order to erect a nine-story, 76-

unit building containing a mix 

of affordable-, senior-, and sup-

portive-housing units that some 

critics complain will dwarf its 

four-story neighbors. Here’s what 

some of our readers had to say:

The truth is that they are taking 
down a single-use building that no 
one can afford to maintain, and re-
placing it with a multi-use building 
including a church. If you actually 
listen to the leaders of the congre-
gation, this is actually a “We are 
getting a ‘functional’ church and 
getting rid of an albatross” sort of 
situation. Or, we can listed to ran-
dom folks in the neighborhood who 
are in no way providing a solution 
— just another challenge to the al-
ready challenged congregation 
(who already found a solution!) 

 Tyler from pps

To learn more about the vibrant 
history of this important building 
in the neighborhood, or to send e-
mails to the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission and Councilman 
Eugene and sign a petition and get 
involved, visit http://respectbrook-
lyn.blogspot.com.

Only $2 million to fi x it? How 
about a community-supported fund-
raising campaign or a competitive 
request for proposals to maximize 
investment and solicit creative 
ideas? Respect Brooklyn

Let’s tear down all our history 
and build monstrous high rises ev-
erywhere so every criminal from 
around the world has someplace to 
launder their stolen money. Who 
needs things like residents, stores, 
restaurants, and all those things 
that cater to people that live in that 
area. Or sunlight. Henry Ford 

 from Bay Ridge

Tearing down old churches 
should be prohibited by law. Fur-
ther, the church received tax exemp-
tions for one-hundred years. There-
fore, it’s not right to then allow the 
land to be profi ted upon years later, 
as if it was always regular land. 
Make it a park, at least. 
 Charles from Bklyn

Letters written to DeBlasio to 
fi nd out what exactly his vision is 
when it comes to preservation were 
ignored. I wrote to his alleged pol-
icy person and Brooklyn resident 
Dominick Williams and that letter 
was ignored. I wrote to his com-
munity-affairs offi ce and that let-
ter was ignored. I even called, had 
messages taken, and no return calls 
from the Community Affairs offi ce 
of the Mayor’s offi ce. This mayor is 
a joke. His staff is a joke. local 

 from Bay Ridge

I say tear it down. Its a shame 
that “activists” who didn’t care 
enough about the building to try to 
have it LM’d before 2018 can poten-
tially stop a builder from develop-
ing. ProspectHeightsResident 

 from Prospect Heights

Its a useless building. If the 
church had to pay taxes it would 
have been sold 30 years ago. Knock 
it down and build a place people can 
live in. Living Here 

 from Brooklyn

City offi cials recently butted 

heads with Mayor DeBlasio over 

the future of his beloved $2.5-bil-

lion trolley that would run from 

Sunset Park to Queens, admit-

ting reservations about its fi nan-

cial feasibility that they then re-

canted after their boss proclaimed 

on public radio that the project 

is rolling forward (“Trouble con-

necting: Mayor, underlings pub-

licly project different futures for 

waterfront streetcar scheme,” by 

Julianne Cuba, online April 10). A 

deputy mayor acknowledged that 

studies of the streetcar scheme’s 

revenue model are delayed, and 

that local leaders may be forced 

to consider dropping the project 

if research shows its bill can’t be 

paid by development alone. Mean-

while, DeBlasio claims he’s no lon-

ger just looking for city cash to pay 

for it, but seeking support from the 

Feds as well. The latest develop-

ments sparked these opinions from 

readers:

The best and lowest cost, and fast-
est and easiest to build, is an over-
head tram. It’s above the streets, 
moving, not blocked by traffi c at all, 
and can be installed in months, not 
years. robert williams 

 from fl ushing

Just a quick note, this is never 
going to happen, ever. That’s it, but 
just keep on dreaming and spend-
ing money on research.

 BKLYN GUY from Far away

Thought this project had been 
quietly squashed. Instead, how 
about extending PATH from the 
World Trade Center to Atlantic Ter-
minal? And what about running a 
train over the Verrazano Bridge? 
Brooklyn needs better connections 
to the outside world. 

Gargoyle from Newkirk Plaza

Extending the PATH from WTC 
to Atlantic Terminal makes no 
sense. Atlantic Terminal is already 
served by nearly a DOZEN Subway 
lines and multiple bus routes. Tony 

 from Carroll Gardens

Authorities since 2012 dealt 

roughly 2,000 violations — hun-

dreds of which were criminal — 

to the private-carting company 

with a history of recklessness at 

the wheel that the city pays mil-

lions in taxpayer dollars to haul 

trash, records show (Glutton for 

punishment: City slapped notori-

ous private hauler with hundreds 

of criminal and other infractions, 

records show,” by Julianne Cuba, 

online April 10). Most of the 1,998 

penalties offi cials issued to New 

Jersey–based Action Carting are 

for employees blowing red lights, 

driving in bike lanes, and pump-

ing the gas in school zones, where 

some drivers are allegedly known 

to fall asleep at the wheel as kids 

are walking to class, according to 

workers. Mysteriously absent from 

the citations is the summons cops 

said they handed to the Action 

driver who hit and killed cyclist 

Neftaly Ramirez in Greenpoint 

last July. A Police Department le-

gal-bureau spokesman couldn’t ex-

plain the absence of the summons, 

instead only noting that none of 

the total 4,209 moving violations 

and criminal-court summonses 

that city offi cers issued on Nov. 10, 

2017 were made out to Nunez. Some 

of our readers weighed in:

Keep reporting this until the big-
shot media catch on! Action Carting 
should suffer. So should whomever 
keeps procuring them for the City.
 Peter Engel from Fort Greene

This is really damning evidence 
of their operating with impunity. 
Hopefully they’ll get what’s coming 
to them after the spotlight shines 
on their shoddy operations. 

 Andrew Porter 

 from Brooklyn Heights

Looking at the data published by 
the federal DOT, one can also look 
at the number of crashes these com-
panies have on a per-driver or per-
truck basis. 

Some of the worst performers 
have started an industry lobby-
ing group called “New Yorkers for 
Responsible Waste Management,” 
whose sole purpose is to defeat or 
undermine the City’s planned re-
form of the industry. Figures...

 Transform Don’t Trash NYC

 from NYC

These private carters should 
probably be fi ned, banned, sued im-
prisoned, etc. — even more-than 
they already are.

 Nearly three years ago, on a 
warm summer night on Main Street 
in Flushing, I remember private 
carters recklessly throwing bags of 
a days’ worth of Burger King gar-
bage. This was while I and dozens 
of others were trying to board a city 
bus. 

If I didn’t throw a temper tan-
trum worthy of being hauled off for 
a psychiatric observation, I or oth-
ers could have been seriously in-
jured by them. 

Besides, who the devil wants to 
be hit by raw commercial rubbish? 
Several other times, they totally 
blocked the scheduled bus from us-
ing the bus stop. SCR 

 from Realityville

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Locals: Save our historic church! 
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Bridge Defender. 
Father.

“I work to keep NYC’s bridges safe.”

Look out for him in work zones.

M arty.
From Bay Ridge to 

Marine Park, that name 
has been synonymous with for-
mer Councilman and current 
state Sen. Martin J. Golden 
since the late 1990s.  But thanks 
to changing demographics, the 
just-announced agreement by 
Gov. Cuomo uniting the frac-
tured Democratic Party, the 
strength and aggressiveness 
of his opponents, and Marty’s 
own missteps, this could be 
the year that the Marty Golden 
Era ends.

From 1998 through 2002, 
Marty, a retired NYPD of-
fi cer who has received well-
deserved praise for his un-
fl inching support of our fi rst 
responders, represented the 
43rd Council District at City 
Hall. During my time work-
ing for former Borough Pres-
idents Howard Golden and 
Marty Markowitz, I worked 
closely with the councilman 
on many issues, especially 
those relating to community 
boards. This relationship con-
tinued with state Sen. Golden 
during my time working with 
former Congressmen Vito 
Fossella and Bob Turner. So I 
have fi rst-hand knowledge of 

his political skill and commit-
ment to his community. How 
can anyone forget the efforts of 
Marty and his council offi ce in 
the days after 9-11, coordinat-
ing the delivery of truckloads 
of food and clothing to those 
at Ground Zero, and establish-
ing a Community Emergency 
Response Team? 

After he defeated Vincent 
Gentile and won his senate seat 

in 2002, with the help of a re-jig-
gered district to favor the Re-
publican, Marty, who has both 
the Republican and Conserva-
tive lines locked up, has faced 
only token opposition, if any, 
in almost every election cycle. 
This was due to his enormous 
popularity across party lines 
in the district and his senior 
position in the majority party 
in the state Senate, which re-
sulted in signifi cant funding 
and resources for Brooklyn. 
This included many districts 
represented by Democrats; 
not surprisingly, the Brooklyn 
Democratic Party decided to 
take a pass on giving Marty se-
rious challenges. 

But it feels very different 
this year.

Democratic opponents are 
more aggressive than ever, hav-
ing been boosted by the truck-
load of negative press Marty 
has been hit with. And it doesn’t 
hurt that many political wonks 
agree that the district, made up 
predominantly of Democrats to 
begin with, has tilted further to 
the left since 2012.

Throwing his hat in the 
ring for a second time, An-
drew Gounardes, who re-
ceived 42 percent of the vote 

when he ran against Golden 
in 2012, is the strongest Demo-
cratic challenger. Gounardes 
has raised more than $114,000 
according to the last fi nancial 
fi ling, is the Brooklyn Bor-
ough President’s counsel, has 
a respected civic record, and 
is a son of Bay Ridge’s large 
Greek-American community. 
Journalist Ross Barkan is 
also scheduled to run, setting 
up a primary that could, at 
the very least, get both of their 
names out there.

Now that the Democratic 
schism has been healed, if two 
special state Senate elections 
on April 24 go to the Democrats, 
the chamber will have 31 Demo-
crats,  31 Republicans, and one 
Simcha Felder, who caucuses 
with the GOP. But if state Dems 
also sense Gounardes has a 
chance to win, expect a huge 
infl ux of money and manpower 
into his campaign. 

And right now, Marty 
is weakened by a fractured 
Brooklyn GOP, thanks to his 
very public split with for-
mer Republican leader Craig 
Eaton, a former Community 
Board 10 chairman and well-
respected civic activist. A 
united Brooklyn Republican 

Party would be an asset to 
Marty this year.

On top of that are the 
67-year-old Golden’s recent 
missteps. He referred to then-
Council candidate Justin 
Brannan as “fat boy” during 
an endorsement event for his 
deputy chief of staff in that 
race. In December, he was 
accused of impersonating a 
police offi cer in order to get 
a bicyclist to move out of a 
bike lane his car was driving 
through. In 2012, after intense 
criticism, Marty’s offi ce had 
to cancel an etiquette class he 
scheduled for women to help 
them to “walk up and down 
stairs elegantly” and “sitting, 
standing, and walking like 
a model.” Finally, Marty re-
cently axed a long-time aide 
for sharing Facebook posts 
comparing a survivor of the 
Parkland, Fla., school shoot-
ing and gun control advocates 
to Hitler and Nazis. 

Put it all together and you 
may have a perfect storm that 
could lead to the end of the 
“Golden Age.” 

Bob Capano has been an 
adjunct political science pro-
fessor at the City University of 
New York.

Is the ‘Golden Age’ coming to an end?

THE RIGHT 
VIEW

Bob Capano
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Tickets can be purchased for $100 at EventBrite or by calling Jennifer Stern 718-260-8302

Honorees

Honor her with your
congratulatory message 

in the special section
of our newspapers

on Friday, May 25th

Join us at the gala
on May 31st

Celebrate
Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction

2018

S. J. Avery
Harriet Blank
Jewel Brown
Dr. Evelyn W. Castro
Eladia Causil-Rodriquez
Ruchama Clapman
Lucina Clarke
Michelle Gall
Leslie Green
Linda Halsey
Mitzie Holstein
Cassandra Jones-Brennan
Dr. Arlene King

Inna Lukyanenko
Kim Maier
Anna Malkina-Shumaeva
Katarina Martinez
Elana Martins
Deidre Olivera
Gabrielle Puglia
Lisette Sosa-Dickson
Rolanda Telesford
Monique Waterman
L. Joy Williams
Teresa C. Younger

https://2018womenofdistinction.eventbrite.com

S P O N S O R E D  B Y:

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s about to be the borough of 
one less church.

Developers will demol-
ish a nearly century-old Dit-
mas Park house of worship 
to make way for a residential 
complex unless city preserva-
tionists initiate a last-minute 
landmarking effort to save the 
building that neighbors cher-
ish, said one man praying for 
the structure’s salvation.

“This is a very dire case 
that requires action,” said Dit-
mas Parker Harry Buggins, a 
member of the advocacy group 
Respect Brooklyn, which 
is fi ghting to save the site. 
“To bulldoze and demolish a 
church that’s been a mainstay 
of the neighborhood for a cen-
tury is short-sighted.”

Leaders of the Baptist 
Church of the Redeemer at 
1921 Cortelyou Rd. struck a 
deal with bigwigs of self-pro-
claimed affordable-apartment 
builder the Mutual Housing 
Association of New York to 
tear down the holy house in 
order to erect a nine-story, 76-
unit building that some critics 

complain will dwarf its four-
story neighbors.

“The scale of the neighbor-
hood will be totally different 
with that building there,” said 
Nicole Francis, who lives be-
hind the church on nearby E. 
19th Street.

The developer-owned rental 
complex on the church-owned 
land will almost entirely con-
tain a mix of affordable-, se-
nior-, and supportive-housing 
units — the latter being re-
served for homeless, mentally-
ill, or other vulnerable people 
who pay a portion of their an-
nual income in rent.

And the proposed structure 
may tower over its neighbors, 
but its planned height com-
plies with the area’s current 
zoning laws, so the builder 
only needs standard permits 
from the city to begin work.

But Department of Build-
ings offi cials have yet to sign 
off on an application to bull-
doze the pews that the devel-
oper fi led in February, giving 
members of the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission a 
window to delay its destruc-

tion by setting a date for a pub-
lic hearing that would kick-off 
the process to determine the 
church’s eligibility for land-
marking.

The chances of the city 
agency stepping in at this 
stage are slim, however, given 
its reputation for being noto-
riously slow to consider new 
preservation proposals, ac-
cording to a history buff.

“People have been born and 
gone to high school waiting 
for landmarks,” said Simeon 
Bankoff, chief of the private 
preservation organization the 
Historic Districts Council.

Landmarks Commission 
members are reviewing a re-
quest to designate the Baptist 
Church of the Redeemer for 
preservation, according to a 
spokeswoman, who didn’t say 
whether the agency will ex-
pedite the process given the 
looming threat of demolition.

And the fact that the con-
gregation is actively in-
volved in the development 
likely won’t help locals’ land-
marking effort, according to 
Bankoff, who said that the city 

preservationists may also shy 
away from interfering with a 
proposal to create new hous-
ing for Brooklyn’s neediest.

Last month, the leader 
of the church’s fl ock, Rever-
end Sharon Williams, closed 
its doors to her congregation 
and directed it to worship at a 
nearby space on Flatbush Av-
enue, claiming her small par-
ish couldn’t afford to foot the 
roughly $2 million in renova-
tions the old holy site needed.

“It got to the place where 
we couldn’t serve our com-
munity in the building,” Wil-
liams said. 

Architect Frank Helmle 
built the Cortelyou Road 
church with business part-
ner Harvey Corbett in 1919, 

following the former drafts-
man’s work on other buildings 
including Brooklyn Heights’ 
 Bossert Hotel  and St. Bar-
bara’s church in Bushwick, 
which the city  designated as a 
landmark  in 2016.

If the developer proceeds 
with the residential complex, 
it will erect a new, small cha-
pel that adjoins the nine-story 
building, but Francis said that 
space won’t compare to the ex-
isting structure.

“I saw the rendering — it’s 
a white box,” she said.

Williams, however, said 
locals should look forward to 
the new facility — because 
they can actually use it.

“We’ll be able to do a lot of 
stuff,” she said.

Seeking church’s salvation

GOD’S PLAN: Local preservationists are pushing to landmark this nearly 
century-old church in Ditmas Park. Photo by Trey Pentecost

Ditmas Parkers stage push to landmark house of faith 
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective March 23, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at 
current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the 
Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between 
$25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must 
maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective March 23, 2018. Annual percentage yield 
assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing 
Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject 
to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised 
rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA 
accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Maximum
Money Markety

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1

13-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.00%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

60-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.87%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

2018 Brooklyn Baby and Family Expo!  
from achildgrows.com
Join us for the 6th Annual Brooklyn Baby & Family Expo —  April 22, 2018,  
from 11:00am to 3:30pm at 501 Union — presented by A Child Grows in Brooklyn.  
Get your tickets at achildgrows.com

Children’s marketplace, samples, 
giveaways from national baby brands, 

doulas, parenting experts, schools, and 
community organizations on site.

Seminars and gift bags  
for expecting/new baby attendees  
and everyone with young children:  

pick your ticket type.

Meet the AuthorsSnack Bar
Puppet 

Sing-along Storytime

SLEEP EXPERTS LINE-UP

See all sponsors at achildgrows.com
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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By Adam Lucente

It has gone from Sonic Youth to sonic 
middle-aged!

An iconic Gowanus music stu-
dio that has hosted Sonic Youth, Herbie 
Hancock, and the Dresden Dolls will cel-
ebrate its 35th anniversary this month with 
a concert and record release party featur-
ing some of its most notable local punk, 
industrial, and experimental clients. The 
owner and producer of BC Studio said that 
the show, happening April 20 at Saint Vitus 
Bar in Greenpoint, will pay homage to the 
gritty, boundary-pushing sound the studio 
is known for.

“It’s gonna be heavy and noisy,” said 
Martin Bisi. “A certain amount of sonic 
chaos is what the studio has always been 
about.”

The “BC35 record release show” actual-

ly comes 37 years after Bisi started record-
ing music at his semi-eponymous studio 
in 1981 — all of the music was recorded 
live during a marathon session for its 35th 
anniversary in 2016. It has taken him more 
than a year to produce the album and get 
it ready for release, mostly because of the 
sheer volume of music recorded during that 
live session — and he is still not finished.

“It’s kind of a monster behemoth, this 
record,” said Bisi. “And there’s still a 
Volume Two that’s gonna come out.”

Bisi decided to hold the live sessions 
after getting jumped outside the studio in 
2015, offering seats to the recording sesh 
to those who helped to fund his medical 
expenses.

The April 20 concert will feature a 
diverse lineup of five local bands from 
the album, including Nowhere Near, a 

band that features Bisi on guitar and 
vocals and Bob Bert from Sonic Youth 
on drums; the industrial drone sounds of 
White Hills; Excop; Tidal Channel, and 
the melodic, overdriven guitar solos of 
New Old Skull — a revival of ’80s post-
punk group Live Skull. 

Old New Skull’s guitarist says there is 
still a market for the classic New York City 
punk and its offspring that is BC Studio’s 
signature, even as indie rock has surpassed 
it in mainstream popularity. 

“I think indie rock got multifaceted, 
very melodic and about musicianship as 
it went on,” said Mark C. “In noisy post-
punk, there’s still an edginess. It’s a gut 
response to music, as opposed to trained 
musicianship.”

Another performer said that Bisi’s 
accommodating nature has made him a 

successful producer over the decades. 
“He’s incredibly patient,” said Genevieve 

Fernworthy, who plays synthesizer, guitar, 
bass and electric viola alongside her hus-
band’s vocalized poems in Tidal Channel. 
“Whatever you want to try, he’ll take you 
there.”

Bisi believes that his old-school approach 
— finding clients through word of mouth 
rather than advertising — has kept the BC 
Studio family close over the years. 

“It’s very underground and has a cer-
tain collectivism to it,” he said. “It works 
outside the markets, and it’s on the cheap 
side.”

“BC35 Record Release show” at Saint 
Vitus Bar (1120 Manhattan Ave. between 
Clay and Box streets in Greenpoint, www.
saintvitusbar.com). April 20 at 7 pm. $15 
($12 in advance).

Gowanus studio launches 35th anniversary album

Going on record

Setting records: Music producer 
Martin Bisi will release an album 
featuring some of BC Studio’s most 
famous local clients at Saint Vitus 
Bar on April 20.  Elizabeth Graham
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By Alexandra Simon

They are hitting the high notes! 
A musical comedy cel-

ebrating the calming power 
of cannabis will make its Brooklyn 
debut on April 20 — the unoffi-
cial, international holiday designated 
for marijuana consumption. “420: 
The Musical,” playing at the Unruly 
Collective in Bushwick, is a wacky 
tobacky–celebrating take on a well-
known children’s story, said the 
show’s music writer.

“It’s like ‘The Wizard of Oz’ on 
weed,” said Laura Lonski.

The musical follows an average 
Joe who, anxious about asking out 
his crush, opts for a pot-smoking 
session to clear his head. He soon 
finds himself in a magical world 
where the grass is greener, tripping 
down a green brick road to find the 
Mighty High — a stoned version of 
the wonderful wizard, according to 
Lonski.

The rock musical — or stoned 
musical, more accurately — was 
created in 2012 in Buffalo, New 
York, and has been produced annu-
ally since then. Over the years, it has 
puffed up the cast with new songs 
and characters, said Lonski, and it 
will change further for its Brooklyn 
debut. 

“Since this is our first year in 
Brooklyn and we’re in an alternative 
art space, we’ve changed the format 
of the show and the way we tell the 
story,” said Lonski. 

Instead of using a traditional 

stage, the action will surround the 
audience, turning the 90-minute 
musical into an immersive experi-
ence, man.

“We make it outside of the box 
and it’s constantly evolving because 
we want people to watch it that way, 
so it’s going to be half party and half 
celebration,” said Lonski.

And the party will continue after 
the show, with acoustic and New 
Orleans music performances hap-
pening in two spaces, and a menu of 
munchies, including popcorn, chips, 
candy and other stoner cravings — 
although alcohol or other mind-alter-
ing substances are strictly BYOP.

Lonski says the marijuana musi-

cal is as much about opening people’s 
minds as well as entertaining them, 
and that many report that the show 
has given them newfound respect for 
420 and cannabis overall.

“We want people to get the expe-
rience and the spirit of 420 for them-
selves, and the show helps nail that 
down,” she said. “People have come 
up to me frequently and say how the 
show helped them look at the day 
differently.” 

“420: The Musical” at Unruly 
Collective (200 Cooper St. between 
Wilson and Central avenues in 
Bushwick, www.420themusical.com). 
April 20 at 9 pm. $15 ($10 advance, 
plus $5 BYOB charge).

By Alexandra Simon

Weed all about it!
On April 20, the 

day that stoners around 
the world celebrate their love for 
marijuana by getting extra high, 
Brooklyn will hold a variety of 
events that joint enthusiasts will be 
able to blaze on by. Here are a few 
green activities for you:

Extrava-ganja
The “performative spectacu-

lar” immersive show “420: A 
Ganjapalooza” expands the holiday 
into April 21, with a two-day celebra-
tion of dank dancing at the House of 
Yes. At the show, performers will do 
aerial tricks and dinosaurs will lum-
ber about while the audience settles in 
to have its minds blown. 

“420: A Ganjaapalooza” at House 
of Yes [2 Wyckoff Ave. between 
Jefferson and Troutman streets in 
Bushwick, (347) 469–9882, www.
houseofyes.org]. April 20–21 at 7:30 
pm. $20–$30.

Get reel high
Over the last month, fans of 

Nitehawk Cinema have sifted through 
a bracket of 16 stoner films to find the 
one that deserves to screen for 420, 
and they have chosen “Dazed and 
Confused.” The ’70s-set coming-of-
age comedy will screen at midnight 

on April 20 and 21, while viewers 
indulge in the stoner-friendly menu of  
popcorn, queso, and tater tots.

“Dazed and Confused” at 
Nitehawk Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Berry Street and Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 782–
8370, www.nitehawkcinema.com]. 
April 20–21 at 11:45 pm. $12. 

‘Friday’ is high-day
No stoner film is more appropri-

ate to watch on Friday, April 20 than  
“Friday,” starring Ice Cube and Chris 
Tucker as drug dealers who smoke up 
their whole supply. Each ticket to the 
screening at Videology comes with a 
glass of “Waldos’ Special Ale,” the 
dankest, hoppiest beer ever brewed 
by Lagunitas, with a whopping 11 
percent alcohol.

“Friday” at Videology Bar and 
and Cinema [308 Bedford Ave. at 
S. First Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–3468, www.videologyba-
randcinema.com]. April 20 at 9:30 
pm. $20.

By Julianne Cuba

These pictures are 
coming to life!

Locals will line up 
this weekend to have imag-
es from an unusual library 
tattooed into their flesh. 
The “Make It Last Forever” 
two-day event, starting on 
April 13 at Pioneer Works 
in Red Hook, will feature 
flash sheets selected from 
the “Reanimation Library” 
— a collection of more than 
2,000 illustrated books 
chosen for their unique 
explanatory imagery, said 
the founder of the project.

“The visual informa-
tion is the primary crite-
ria — most people look 
at them as antiquated or 
out-dated. [I look for] dia-
grammatic or explanatory 
images — explaining how 
something works, old psy-
chology textbooks, urban 
planning, sports books, 
how to play squash,” said 
Andrew Beccone, who lives 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
“International law does 
not have a lot of images, 
but a cookbook, or interior 
design, or biology — those 
types of things tend to be 
visual.”

Beccone’s “Reanimation 
Library,” on display through 
December at Pioneer Books, 
just a block from the gallery 
space where visitors will 
receive their ink, has trav-
eled all around the world. 
It includes many obscure 
or out-of-print books — 
including the “10th Blue 
Book of Dolls and Values,” 
“The Magic World of 
Flower Arranging,” and 
“Variety Meats, Veal 

Dishes, Vegetables” — and 
is still growing, he said. 

This weekend, Brooklyn 
tattoo artist Doreen Garner 
will ink images drawn 
from those books — which 
include pictures of hands 
forming sign language, 
a bird’s skeletal system, 
and an antique telephone, 
among others — onto pre-
registered guests. Beccone 
is eager to see who shows 
up for the fully booked 
event — he imagines it will 
be a mix of bookworms, 
tattoo lovers, and followers 
of Garner, he said. 

“I have no idea, which 
kind of makes this event 
exciting — we don’t know 
who is going to show up,” 
said Beccone. “I’m going to 
be really curious to see who 
shows up.”

Pioneer Works will also 
showcase the Reanimation 
Library at several upcom-
ing events, including read-
ing from the books at the 
workshop “Animated 
Listening” on May 20, 
examining its cataloging 
system on June 2, and a 
workshop that teaches par-
ticipants to compose music 
based on visual images on 
July 22.

“Make It Last Forever” at 
Pioneer Works (159 Pioneer 
St. between Conover and 
Van Brunt streets in Red 
Hook, www.reanimation-
library.org). April 13–14; 
noon–6 pm. $150–$200.

Reanimation Library 
at Pioneer Books (289 Van 
Brunt St. at Pioneer Street 
in Red Hook, pioneerworks.
org/bookstore). Open Wed–
Sun; noon–7 pm. Free.

Joint 
sessions

HIGH-LARIOUS

Bing bong: Doobie Dave (pictured) guides the main character on his quest to find the 
Mighty High in “420: The Musical.” Vicky Dinka

Read ink
Get a tattoo from this 

Red Hook image library 

Musical comedy celebrates weed

Dino dank: Kae Burke, the organizer of 
“420: A Ganjapalooza,” takes a break 
from rehearsing the weed-centric “per-
formative spectacular.” Kae Burke

Bringing it to life: Reanimation Library founder Andrew Beccone is 
showcasing his more than 2,000 books at Pioneer Books. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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NOW PLAYING!

TELECHARGE.COM  •  212-239-6200
The Westside Theatre, 407 West 43rd Street (between 9th and 10th Ave)

STONEWITCHPLAY.COM     @StoneWitchPlay

“INGENIOUS 
BUBBLE WIZARDRY.”

  -THE NEW YORKER

Ride Free on the LIRR to 

Gazillion Bubble Show and Save. 

Go to mta.info/lirr/getaways 

Telecharge.com or 212.239.6200
For groups or birthdays call 866.642.9849

 New World Stages 340 W. 50th St.

GazillionBubbleShow.com  

New World Stages 340 W. 50th St.

GGGGGGGGaaaazzzziiiiiiilllllllllllllliiiiiiioooonnnnBBBBBBBuuuubbbbbbbbbbbbbbllllllleeeeSSSSSSShhhhhhhoooowwww ccccoooommmm

Go to mta.info/lirr/getaways 

TTTTeTeTeTeTeTelllelelelelele hhchchchchchc arararargegegegeg ccc.comomomom or 212121212121212122222222.2323232323232323399999999.9 62626262626262626 000000000000000000

M.A.S. Swing 15 piece big band will perform music from the 
Great American Songbook including songs by Frank Sinatra, 

Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey and Benny Goodman

PM - 5PM

Tamaqua Bar and Marina
84 Ebony Ct. (located at the end of Channel Ave. off Gerritsen Ave.)

Gerritsen Beach, Brooklyn, NY 11229

Tickets $25.00 per person will include hot buffet
Casual dress 

Parking on the premise

Please call for reservations: Marie Stack 917-841-1617
www.mariestack.com

M.A.S.
Swing

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

Sat, Apr 28 at 3pm & 8pm
Tickets: $35

KUMBLE THEATER AT LIU-BROOKLYN
(Flatbush Ave between DeKalb and Willoughby)

Q Ror to DeKalb AvenueOne University Plaza, Brooklyn,

BrooklynCenter.org or 718-951-4500
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Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Friend,” by Sigrid Nunez

In Nunez’s seventh novel, the 
narrator’s mentor dies and leaves 
her with an unexpected burden: 
his mourning Great Dane. With 
this simple premise, she launch-
es into a refreshingly readable 
exploration of the tenderness and 
pain inherent in relationships of 
devotion and (perhaps) imbal-
ance: owner and pet, teacher 
and student, writer and sub-
ject, the dead and those who 
survive them. Nunez uses a unique style of 
successive vignettes to guide the reader through the grief 
of a brilliant woman whose searing thoughts drive the 
story — a writer who can quote countless great thinkers 
on the subject of death (or dogs), but who must wait for 
her own understanding of this loss, and this new compan-
ion, to become clear. You too will learn something about 
yourself by reading Nunez’s exceptional work.

— Ben Hoffman, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “Sea of Strangers,” 
by Lang Leav

While reading this collection 
of poems and short prose pieces, 
all on the subject of love, I found 
myself aching and empathizing 
with Lang Leav’s understated, 
but immensely evocative met-
aphors. I felt the promise of 
love’s vitality, Leav’s anguish, 
and her recovery, all in one 
impactful sitting. There is real 
power behind her succinct, 
carefully precise words, and 
if you wish to explore the vast gamut of love, 
take a dive into this gorgeous sea.

— Eileen Ramos, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbook-
stores.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick: 
“The Overstory,” by Richard Powers

The 12th novel by Richard 
Powers unfolds in seemingly unre-
lated stories: an air-force pilot is 
shot out of the sky and caught 
in the boughs of a Banyan tree; 
an artist inherits a collection of 
hundreds of photographic por-
traits of a chestnut tree; a deaf-
mute studying forest ecology 
becomes attuned to plant com-
munication. Powers weaves 
these stories into something 
resembling a root system, before winding 
them together at the trunk of this tree-shaped novel. As 
erudite and ambitious as his previous works, and master-
fully written.

— Samuel Partal, Community Bookstore [43 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and Garfield Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores
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By Julianne McShane

The king here does keep a hun-
dred knights and squires!

The Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s production of “King 
Lear,” now playing at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, does not fea-
ture a full 100 cavaliers, but it has 
recruited 20 amateur actors from 
Kings County and nearby boroughs 
to look the part. A dozen mem-
bers of the “community chorus” 
portray knights, vagrants, hunters, 
and other minor parts each night, 
joining the celebrated actors from 
across the pond on the ornate stage 
of the Harvey Theater. One cho-
rus member said that joining the 
British production is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity. 

“I don’t have any acting experi-
ence, but I am a musician, so I’m 
not nervous to be in front of a 
crowd or anything like that,” said 
Seon Gomez, who lives in Prospect 
Heights and plays a knight. “But it 
wasn’t until I got into the space 
that I really understood the gravity 
of a production like this and how 
incredible it is to be a part of it.”

The chorus acts alongside com-
pany legends, including Sir Antony 
Sher, who plays the show’s name-
sake ruler, whose pride ultimately 
drives both his kingdom and his 
family to destruction. Gomez said 
that sharing scenes with the star — 
including an initial hunting scene, 
when the knights are on stage with 
Sher for about 20 minutes — never 
gets old.

“It’s surreal for sure — thrill-
ing, absolutely,” he said. “Even 
without an audience, it’s amazing 
to be on stage with him. He’s huge, 
so I’m really excited.” 

The chorus members do not 
have speaking roles, but their reac-
tions lend weight to the actions of 
the main characters, said Gomez. 
And their realistic costumes help 
to ground the production, with the 
knights outfitted in chest plates and 
leather boots, and the vagrants cov-
ered in real dirt and burlap fabrics. 

One of those minor actors, who 
plays a vagrant, said that the show 
has inspired her to move from on-
screen work back to the stage. 

“I haven’t done theater in a 
couple years, it’s been a lot of com-
mercial stuff, so being back within 
a theater makes me think, ‘Now I 
want to do this again, and I want 
to do it often,’ ” said Amy Lopatin, 
who lives in the distant borough 
of Queens. 

Lopatin and Gomez, who hold 
day-jobs at the Museum of Natural 

By Julianne McShane

Bay Ridge is jamming this 
week! 

On Saturday, start your 
evening with a trip to Red, White, 
and Brew (8910 Fifth Ave. between 
89th and 90th streets), where you 
can get a pint and a free, four-hour 
set of classic British rock cov-
ers from London Fogg. The septet 
will start playing tunes from the 
Buckinghams, the Beatles, and the 
Rolling Stones starting at 7:30 pm.

And if you ditch the Brits a 
little early, you can make party 
time at the Greenhouse Café 
(7717 Third Ave. between 77th and 
78th streets), where local trio Full 
Disclosure will throw a birthday 
bash for lead singer and guitarist 
Cathy Lau Hunt — complete with 
cake! The band will fill its free 10 
pm show with pop and party hits 
by No Doubt, Guns ’n’ Roses, Bon 

Jovi, and more. 
On Sunday, ring out the musi-

cal weekend by listening to the 
Whippoorwill trio play a mix of 

classic rock at the Wicked Monk 
(9510 Third Ave. between 95th and 
96th streets). The free four-hour set 
starts at 5 pm. 

And you don’t have to stop the 
music once the workweek begins! 
On Monday night, walk the line to 
the Bookmark Shoppe (8415 Third 
Ave. between 84th and 85th streets), 
where author John Alexander will 
discuss and sign “ The Man in 
Song: The Discography Biography 
of Johnny Cash ,” which looks to 
Cash’s music in order to under-
stand his legendary life. The free 
event starts at 7 pm, and you can 
buy the book for $36.95. 

And on Wednesday, you 
can keep the tunes going at the 
Brooklyn Firefly (7003 Third 
Ave. at Ovington Avenue), where 
you can bring an instrument and 
jam with other local musicians 
from 7:30 pm to 10 pm.

The beat goes on in Bay Ridge!

KNIGHT CROWD

The king’s table: Acting in “King Lear” alongside Sir Antony Sher, right, is a landmark 
opportunity, said Prospect Heights actor and musician Seon Gomez, second from left. 
 Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Local actors onstage with ‘King Lear’ legend 

Continued on page 44
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, APRIL 20
COMEDY, MARTIN LAW-

RENCE: $39–$129. 7:30 
pm.

SAT, APRIL 21
SPORTS, PREMIER BOX-

ING CHAMPIONS: 
$57–$657. 6 pm.

SAT, APRIL 28
SPORTS, STRAIGHT 

OUTTA BROOKLYN 
BOXING: Daniel Jacobs 
v Maciej Sulecki. $49–
$357. Time tba.

FRI, MAY 11
MUSIC, KYGO: With open-

ing act Blackbear. $45–
$99. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY 

GOOD MUSIC FESTI-
VAL: With Charlie Wil-
son, Kem, Boyz II Men, 
and Joe . $66–$156. 
7 pm.

WED, JUNE 6
MUSIC, DEPECHE MODE: 

$55–$179. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JUNE 8
MUSIC, SOULFRITO 

URBAN LATIN FESTI-
VAL: With Bad Bunny, 
Miky Woodz, Liro Shaq, 
and many more. $76–
$181. 8 pm.

SAT, JUNE 9
MUSIC, 34TH NEW YORK 

SALSA FESTIVAL: With 
Willie Colón, Oscar 
D’León, Rey Ruiz, Andy 
Montañe, and many 
more. $71–$146. 8 pm.

TUE, JUNE 26
MUSIC, PARAMORE: $35–

$89. 7 pm.

WED, JUNE 27
MUSIC, SAM SMITH: $54–

$125. 8 pm.

FRI, JULY 13

RELIGION, JOEL OS-

TEEN: $tba. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 14

MUSIC, SHANIA TWAIN: 

$59–$205. 7:30 pm.

WED, AUG 1

RELIGION, HILLSONG 

CONFERENCE: $200. 

tba.

THU, AUG 2

RELIGION, HILLSONG 

CONFERENCE: $200. 

tba.

FRI, AUG 3

RELIGION, HILLSONG 

CONFERENCE: $200. 

tba.

SAT, AUG 18

SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER: $tba. tba.

SUN, AUG 19

SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $550–$600. 6:30 

pm.

MON, AUG 20

SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $tba. tba.

TUE, AUG 21

SPORTS, WWE SMACK-

DOWN LIVE: $tba. tba.

THU, OCT 4

MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: 

$81–$236. 8 pm.

FRI, OCT 5

MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: 

$81–$236. 8 pm.

FRI, APRIL 13
ART, DREAM MACHINE: 

An immersive, surreal-
ist playground that takes 
attendees through 10 
unique rooms inspired by 
our sleep-cycle. Advance 
tickets required. $38. 10 
am–9 pm. Dream Machine 
(93 N. Ninth St. at Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.showclix.com/event/
dream-machine. 

TALK, WORKSHOPS FOR 
ALZHEIMER’S AND DE-
MENTIA CAREGIVERS: 
New York Memory Center 
offers two free workshops: 
“The Virtual Dementia 
Tour” and “In-Home Safety 
and Activities.” Please 
RSVP. Free. 10 am and 
11:15 am. Restoration Plaza 
[1368 Fulton St. at Marcy 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 636–6996], 
www.nymemorycenter.org. 

READING, “POETIC BROOK-
LYN”: The Brooklyn His-
torical Society opens its 
doors for a Free Friday 
party, featuring poets, 
bards, and wordsmiths. 
Free. 5–9 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

DINING, BEER MANSION: 
Brooklyn Brewery hosts 
a beer bash with tastings 
from seven breweries, and 
four rooms of music, art, 
and activities in the former 
Williamsburgh Savings 
Bank. $65 ($120 VIP). 6–10 
pm. Weylin (175 Broadway 
at Driggs Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg), www.brooklyn-
brewerypresents.com. 

FRIDAY NIGHT FLIGHTS!: 
Sample four fresh brews 
for $5 bucks at the brew-
ery under MCU Park. $5. 6 
pm. Coney Island Brewery 
(1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
Street in Coney Island). 

READING, “PETROLEUM 
TRANSFER ENGINEER”: 
Richard Klin reads from 
his novel about a eerie, 
sprawling gas station in 
South Jersey that is a locus 
for outlaws, bikers, and 
drunk tourists. Free. 7 pm. 
Unnameable Books (600 
Vanderbilt Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect 
Heights), unnameable-
books.blogspot.com. 

THEATER, “THE GINGER-
BREAD LADY”: The 
Heights Players present 
Neil Simon’s dramatic com-
edy about a cabaret singer 
returning from rehab. $20. 
8 pm. Heights Players [26 
Willow Pl. between Jora-
lemon and State streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
237–2752], www.height-
splayers.org. 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S 
TALE”: Arin Arbus directs 
this production of Shake-
speare’s late tragicomedy, 
which features a jealous 
king, a missing daughter, 
and a hungry bear. $90–
$100 ($20 people under 
30). 7:30 pm. Theatre for a 
New Audience, Polonsky 
Shakespeare Center [262 
Ashland Pl. between Ful-
ton Street and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(212) 229–2819], www.
tfana.org. 

SAT, APRIL 14
TOUR, WHISKEY WARS FAC-

TORY TOUR!: Join Kings 
County Distillery on a tour 
and tasting that explores 
whiskey scandals of the 
past and the resurgence 
of the industry today. $20. 
4:30 pm. Brooklyn Navy 
Yard at BLDG 92 [63 Flush-
ing Ave. at Carlton Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 907–
5932], www.bldg92.org. 

THEATER, DANIEL TIGER’S 
NEIGHBORHOOD LIVE!: 
The cartoon show comes 
to life with “King for a 
Day,” in which the little 
tiger and his friends learn 
what it takes to be king. 
$30–$48. 2 pm and 6:30 
pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com. 

SING-ALONG SHABBAT: 
Experience Shabbat morn-
ing with singing, guitar, 
puppetry and musical 
prayer. Free. 10:45 am. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Ave. between 80th 
and 81st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

DINING, BEER MANSION: 
Noon–4 pm and 6–10 pm. 
See Friday, April 13. 

OUTDOORS, BIRD WATCH-
ING: Join Prospect Park 
Alliance on a birdwatching 
walk and learn about Pros-
pect magnifi cent array of 
birds and how to identify 
them! Free. Noon to 1 pm. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lin-
coln Road and Ocean Ave-
nue in Prospect Park, (718) 
287–3400], www.prospect-
park.org/audubon. 

FAMILY, “THE JUNGLE 
BOOK”: Puppetworks 
presents a marionette 
adaptation of Rudyard 
Kipling’s story of Mowgli, 
a little boy adopted by a 
family of wolves. With an 
original song score, and 
costumes and sets inspired 
by the Indian setting. $11 
($10 kids). 12:30 pm and 
2:30 pm. Puppetworks 
[338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–3391], www.puppet-
works.org. 

EVENT, GIVE VOICE POST-
CARD PROJECT: Write 
artist-designed postcards 
to your political represen-
tative. Free. 1–4 pm. Arete 
Venue and Gallery [67 
West St., #103, between 
Milton and Noble streets 
in Greenpoint, (929) 397–
0025], www.aretevenue.
com. 

ART, “REVERIE” OPENING 
RECEPTION: A collection 
of fi gurative and kinetic 
metal sculptures by Brook-
lyn artist Alexandra Limp-
ert. Free. 1 pm. Holland 
Tunnel Gallery [61 S. Third 
St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 384–5738], 
www.hollandtunnelgallery.
com. 

OUTDOORS, DISCOVERY 
HIKE: Search for signs of 
spring along this round-
trip hike and discover clues 
that nature has left behind. 
This hike will be approxi-
mately one hour long 
and is suitable for chil-
dren aged six and older. 
Free. 1 pm. Canarsie Park 
(Seaview Ave. and East 
91st Street in Canarsie), 
www.nycgovparks.org/
events. 

FREE FITNESS AND FUN: A 
weekly full body workout 
of low-impact aerobic, with 
African and world dance 
movements. Free. 2 PM. 
Restoration Plaza [1368 
Fulton St. at Marcy Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(718) 636–6996], www.res-
torationplaza.org. 

FUND-RAISER, 2018 BA-
DASS TAP TAKEOVER: 
The animal rescue group 
hosts an afternoon of four-
legged fun, with a portion 
of Bluepoint beer and 
Tito’s vodka sales going 
to the group. Free. 4–7 
pm. Canal Bar (270 Third 
Ave. between in Gowanus), 
www.badassbrooklynani-
malrescue.com. 

DINING, CHEF’S LAB: Edible 
Brooklyn hosts a dinner 
series featuring industry 
innovators who celebrate 
local sustainability. With 
Chef Alex Raij of Basque 
restaurant Txikito. $95. 5 
pm. Industry City (220 36th 
Street between Second 
and Third Avenues in Sun-
set Park). 

COMEDY, THE COMEDY 
MARATHON: An after-
noon of comedy jogging! 
Comedians will perform 
during a 40-minute jog, 
with a public address sys-
tem being carried by a 
hustling tech person. With 
Eli Za, Chase Montavon, 
Larry Sass-Ainsworth, 
and more. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Corner of Jefferson Street 
at Evergreen Ave [Corner 
of Jefferson Street at Ev-
ergreen Ave in Bushwick, 
(914) 924–8451], jason-
weitzman.com. 

COMEDY, KEITH AND THE 
GIRL: A live taping of the 
fast-paced comedy pod-
cast hosted by exes Keith 
Malley and Chemda, with 
guests discussing apart-
ment hunting in Brooklyn. 
$24. 7 pm. Tender Trap (66 
Greenpoint Ave. between 
Franklin and West streets 
in Greenpoint), store.
keithandthegirl.com. 

DANCE, “I AM TANGO”: 
More than two dozen 
dancers present the evo-
lution of the tango over 
time. $32. 8 pm. On Stage 
at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S 
TALE”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, April 13. 

THEATER, “THE GINGER-
BREAD LADY”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, April 13. 

SUN, APRIL 15
MUSIC, CONCERTS ON THE 

SLOPE: A gala concert to 
benefi t Concerts on the 
Slope. Includes a wine and 
hors d’oeuvre reception 
with the musicians fol-
lowing the program. $40 
($25 students). 3 pm. St. 
John’s Episcopal Church 
[139 St. John’s Pl. between 
Sixth and Seventh av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3928]. 

MUSIC, THE DICHTER PROJ-
ECT — HEINRICH HEINE: 
In the second install-
ment of its newest series, 
Brooklyn Art Song Society 
explores the poetry of Hei-
nrich Heine, with works by 
Liszt, Schubert, and Schu-
mann. Free. 4 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [10 Grand Army 
Plaza between Eastern 
Parkway and Flatbush Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
bklynlibrary.org. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ED CEN-
TER OPEN: The Ed Center 
is open for free, drop in 
hours four afternoons a 
week! Get to know Brook-
lyn Bridge Park with our 
250 gallon aquarium fi lled 
with critters from the East 
River, a 10’ scale model 
of Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
crafts, a reading corner, 
and much more! Free. 
Enviornmental Ed Center-
Brooklyn Bridge Park 
(Washington St. and Plym-
outh Street in DUMBO), 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org/events/ed-center-
open-hours. 

ART, DREAM MACHINE: 
10 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
April 13. 

“THE JUNGLE BOOK”: 12:30 
pm and 2:30 pm. See Sat-
urday, April 14. 

Continued on page 44

Quiet down: Comedian J.B. Smoove will speak up alongside 
Adele Givens, Deon Cole, and host Martin Lawrence at Barclays 
Center on April 20. Associated Press / John Carucci

Kitties and tigers and birds, oh my!: Daniel just can’t wait to 
be king in “Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood Live,” which brings 
the cartoon to life for two musical performances at Kings 
Theatre on April 14. Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood Live
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ART, “REVERIE” EXHIBI-
TION: 1–6 pm. See Satur-
day, April 14. 

THEATER, “THE WINTER’S 
TALE”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, April 13. 

DANCE, SPLIT BILL: 7:30 pm. 
See Friday, April 13. 

THEATER, “THE GINGER-
BREAD LADY”: 2 pm. See 
Friday, April 13. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The singer performs songs 
from Broadway team Rod-
gers and Hammerstein. 
Pianist Roman Ivanoff will 
accompany. Free. 3–6 pm. 
The Gulf Coast [6901 Third 
Ave. at 69th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (347) 662-6644], 
www.gulfcoastbrooklyn.
com. 

MON, APRIL 16
ART, DREAM MACHINE: 

10 am–9 pm. See Friday, 
April 13. 

MUSIC, HAYDN CREATION 
ORATORIO: Performed 
by an international choir 
and a full orchestra. $20. 
7 pm. First Presbyterian 
Church (124 Henry St. 
between Clark and Pier-
repoint streets in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.fpcbrook-
lyn.org. 

MUSIC, YUKO FUJIYAMA 
ENSEMBLE: The jazz 
pianist releases her new 
album “Night Wave.” $25 
($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Sean Donnelly, 
Samantha Ruddy, Daniel 
Perafan, and more. Free. 
8 pm. Friends and Lovers 
(641 Classon Ave. between 
Dean and Pacifi c streets 
in Crown Heights), www.
fnlbk.com. 

MUSIC, TOMI: The Brook-
lyn singer-songwriter 
performs her catchy new 
single “What Kind of Love” 
and other tunes from her 
recent EP. With opening 
act Poppies. $10. 9 pm. 
Elsewhere (599 Johnson 

Continued from page 43 Ave. at Varick Avenue 
in Bushwick), www.else-
wherebrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY MON-
DAY: Open Mic and Stand 
-Up. Free. 9pm. Fred-
dy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th 
streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

MUSIC, REV. VINCE AN-
DERSON AND THE LOVE 
CHOIR: Free (donations 
appreciated). 10:30 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, APRIL 17
TALK, “PICTURE JUSTICE” 

EXHIBIT: High school stu-
dents share photos and 
stories about the undocu-
mented experience in New 
York City. Free. 6–8 pm. (1 
Grand Army Plaza at Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights), www.proof.org. 

MUSIC, “BROOKLYN WON’T 
BACK DOWN”: A tribute 
to Tom Petty by the Terra-
pin Family Band and Mid-
night North. $20 ($17 in 
advance). 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

WED, APRIL 18
ART, IMAGEDRINK!: Meet 

new faces and break the 
ice with drawing games. 
Ticket includes one drink 
and drawing supplies. $12. 
6 pm. Berg’n [899 Bergen 
St. between Classon and 
Franklin avenues in Crown 
Heights, (347) 735–9620], 
www.imagethink.net. 

MUSIC, THE GLASS STATE: 
The band plays songs from 
its debut album. Free. 7:30 
pm. Hank’s Saloon [46 
Third Ave. at Atlantic Av-
enue in Boerum Hill, (718) 
625–8003], www.exitfi ve.
com/hankssaloon. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: The Chi-
cago-style stand up show-

case features Doug Smith, 
Joyelle Johnson, Robert 
Dean, and more. $10 ($5 in 
advance). 9 pm. The Gutter 
[200 N. 14th St. between 
Berry Street and Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–3585], thegutter-
brooklyn.com. 

THURS, APRIL 19
TALK, BED–STUY HOME-

OWNER’S PANEL: Real es-
tate agent Jevon Gratineau 
leads an informative panel 
for homeowners, land-
lords, sellers, and buyers. 
With food, drinks, and a 
raffl e. Free. 6 pm. Chez 
Oskar [310 Malcolm X Blvd. 
between MacDonough 
and Decatur streets in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
613–2889]. 

MARKET, WILDERNESS 
VEGAN POP UP: A variety 
of local vegan vendors 
offer food, drinks, clothing 
and more. Ticket includes 
two drinks. $20. 6–11 pm. 
The Old Henri Bar [279 
Fifth Ave. at First Street 
in Park Slope, (646) 659–
3841], www.facebook.com/
veganwilderness. 

FILM, LITTLE CINEMA SE-
CRET SHOW: The immer-
sive fi lm series teams up a 
classic album with a classic 
fi lm, adds a 12-piece band, 
circus, and aerial perform-
ers. $28–$50. 6:30 pm and 
8:30 pm. House of Yes (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick), www.
houseofyes.org. 

TOUR, KINGS THEATRE 
HAPPY HOUR TOUR: 
Spend an evening at the 
beautifully restored Kings 
Theatre for a behind-the-
scenes, historic tour of the 
venue, paired with a glass 
of wine. $25. 6:30 pm. 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flat-
bush Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. 

ART, “HOME FRONT” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibition of six artists 
whose work explores acts 
of strength and resistance 
by women in times of so-
cial or political upheaval. 
Free. 7–9 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

DANCE, “FITTING ROOMS”: 
A new work by choreog-
rapher Denisa Musilova, 
based on Lacan’s mirror 

History and at a non-profit, respective-
ly, were among several hundred locals 
who responded to the casting call, 
and they joined the cast for a week of 
rehearsals before the start of the show’s 
three-week run. The cast was instantly 
receptive to the chorus, despite the 
short rehearsal period, and the part has 

inspired Gomez to consider additional 
acting training.

“They’re the friendliest group of 
people — Byron [Mondahl], who plays 
Oswald, made it his mission to learn 
all of our names,” he said. “I might be 
tempted to do an improv class now.”

King Lear at BAM’s Harvey Theater 
(651 Fulton St. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene, www.bam.org). Playing 
through April 29. Wed–Sat at 7:30 pm; 
Sun at 3 pm. $35–$125.

Acting king: Members of the community chorus say that acting alongside Natalie Simpson and Sir 
Antony Sher in “King Lear” has been a life-changing experience.  Ellie Kurttz
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theory, looks a questions 
of identity and relation-
ships. $22 ($18 in advance). 
8 pm. Triskelion Arts [106 
Calyer St. between Banker 
Street and Clifford Place 
in Greenpoint, (718) 389–
3473], www.triskelionarts.
org. 

DANCE, “REVISIONIST HIS-
TORY”: Brooklyn Ballet 
presents a showcase of 
works exploring the tech-
niques and ideologies of 
yesterday and their impact 
on one another and con-
temporary ballet. $10–
$100. 8 pm. Actors Fund 
Arts Center (160 Schermer-
horn Street between Hoyt 
and Smith Streets in Down-
town). 

COMEDY, PUNCH! COM-
EDY HOUR: A comedic 
happy hour featuring Clark 
Jones, Venessa V Lince, 
and Freddy Sheffi eld. $10 
($7 in advance). 8 pm. 
Amarachi [189 Bridge St. 
between Nassau and Con-
cord streets in Downtown, 
(443) 240–3591], www.
amarachi325.com. 

MUSIC, TREASURES OF 
PARADYCE: The band 
plays “Therapy Thursdays” 
in April. Free. 8 pm. Dean 
Café Bar [951 Dean St. at 
Classon Avenue in Pros-
pect Heights, (929) 387–
0128], deancafebar.com. 

MUSIC, ECCE AND COURT-
CIRCUIT: French and 
American music in 
dialogue. $20 ($15 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. at Third Av-
enue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

FRI, APRIL 20
ART, “PARK SLOPE ART” 

OPENING RECEPTION: 
An exhibit of oil paintings, 

watercolors, prints, illustra-
tions, collages, ceramics, 
sculptures, and photo-
graphs from 19 members 
of the Park Slope-Windsor 
Terrace Artist group. Free. 
5–7 pm. Ossam Gallery 
[300 Seventh St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (917) 974–
9119], www.artspswt.com. 

ART, “DISSENT — EXPLORA-
TIONS OF THE SUBCON-
SCIOUS” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: A three-person 
exhibition in the Resnick 
Gallery that examines 
the collision between the 
conscious and subcon-
scious mind, curated by 
students. Free. 5:30–7 
pm. Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu. 

ART, THREE OPENING RE-
CEPTIONS: “Bird over 
America,” featuring wool 
relief sculptures and works 
on paper by Kathleen Sch-
neider; “If only we knew. 
Nothing’s new,” a study 
of internal Black humanity 
by Dominique Duroseau; 
and “This Is It,” an instal-
lation of videos and sound 
by Karen Leo. Free. 6 pm. 
A.I.R. Gallery [155 Plym-
outh St. between Pearl and 
Jay streets in Dumbo, (212) 
255–6651], www.airgal-
lery.org. 

TALK, WHERE DO WE GO 
FROM HERE?: A discus-
sion of Martin Luther 
King’s legacy and the next 
steps for our country. 
$20. 7 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

COMEDY, VAPE NIGHT 
WITH DANK FIRES: Com-

edy show “Cool Show 
(Not Lame)” celebrates 
420 with a weed-themed 
variety show featuring 
Irene Merrow, Joe Rumrill, 
Danny Vega, and more. 
Free. 9:30 pm. Legion Bar 
[790 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Humboldt Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 387–3797], 
www.legion-bar.com. 

SAT, APRIL 21
TOUR, WALKING TOUR 

OF THE EVERGREENS 
CEMETERY: Explore the 
winding paths of historic 
Evergreens Cemetery on a 
two-hour walking tour led 
by James Henry, including 
a trip inside the Receiving 
Vault. $5. 11 am. The Ev-
ergreens Cemetery [1629 
Bushwick Ave. at Conway 
Street in Bushwick, (785) 
979–3834], www.theever-
greenscemetery.com. 

FILM, AN EVENING OF 
STOP-MOTION MASTER-
WORKS: Three fi lms from 
celebrated animators Ste-
phen Quay and Timothy 
Quay; with a new score by 
composer Ricardo Roma-
neiro, using an arsenal of 
sounds including shouting, 
chanting, whistling, whis-
pering, gongs, and strings. 
$20–$29. 8 pm. National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. at 
Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg, (646) 779–8455], 
www.nationalsawdust.org. 

MUSIC, BOURBON EX-
PRESS: With Linda Hill and 
the Lucky Fellers, Girls 
on Grass, and the Dive 
Bombers. $8. 8 pm. Hank’s 
Saloon [46 Third Ave. at 
Atlantic Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 625–8003], www.
exitfi ve.com/hankssaloon. 

THEATER, “THE GINGER-
BREAD LADY”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, April 13. 
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■

ing where the parkway meets the 
Prospect Expressway — fl ared anew 
after  a motorist behind the wheel of a 
box truck hit and killed a man cross-
ing the road  as the driver turned right 
from Church Avenue onto the express-
way on Feb. 27.

The man — who cops said they 
have yet to identify in their ongo-
ing investigation of the crash — died 
roughly fi ve years after a tractor-
trailer driver smashed into  73-year-
old Ngozi Agbim , killing her as she 
attempted to cross the intersection in 
2013.

Agbim’s death prompted the instal-
lation of a pedestrian island to help 
people navigate the deadly juncture, 
where no less than 158 others were 
injured since 2010, according to data 
from the city’s Vision Zero website.

And more safety improvements 
are needed, according to locals, who 
pitched some pedestrian-protection 
strategies to the Transportation De-
partment’s Brooklyn Borough Com-
missioner, Keith Bray, at the meeting.

Several attendees suggested the 
city prohibit pedestrians from cross-
ing the intersection on the side near-
est the Prospect Expressway, citing 
their own policies to never cross that 
side of the juncture because it puts 
them in the path of cars — especially 
commercial vehicles, which are pro-
hibited on Ocean Parkway — turning 
onto the expressway from Church Av-

enue.
“We have a family policy, we don’t 

cross on the north side. It’s too danger-
ous, and we don’t see the need to cross 
there when you can cross on the south 
side,” said April Agostino. “There 
should be no crossing there at all.”

But others including Rosenbluth 
disagreed, arguing that fi x would 
force locals who live on the express-
way-side of the intersection to cross it 
at three other points just to fully tra-
verse it.

“Why should they be inconve-
nienced by having to cross the street 
three times?” he said.

Offi cials instead should reconfi g-
ure traffi c signals around the junc-
ture, so that drivers on Church Ave-
nue get a red light when pedestrians 
are permitted to cross the intersec-
tion’s nine lanes, decreasing the mo-
torists’ chances of hitting a person 
while turning onto the expressway, 
according to Rosenbluth.

The city, however, currently has 
no plan for improvements — or when 
they’ll be implemented — and will 
begin its process of safeguarding 
the intersection by looking at quick 
fi xes, such as on-street markings or 
signage, that can be made amid the 
study to identify more comprehensive 
repairs.

Transportation Department em-
ployee Ann Marie Doherty later said 
that the agency will tell locals by May 
1 when they can expect it to release a 
proposal for fi xing the intersection, 
after Kensington Councilman Brad 
Lander pushed for a timeline.

INTERSECTION
Continued from cover
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May 2  
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Brooklyn Borough Hall  
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