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BY ADAM LUCENTE
It’s gone from Sonic Youth 
to sonic middle-aged!

An iconic Gowanus mu-
sic studio that has hosted 
Sonic Youth, Herbie Han-
cock, and the Dresden Dolls 
will celebrate its 35th anni-
versary this month with a 
concert and record release 

party featuring some of its 
most notable local punk, in-
dustrial, and experimental 
clients. The owner and pro-
ducer of BC Studio said that 
the show, happening April 
20 at Saint Vitus Bar in 
Greenpoint, will pay hom-
age to the gritty, boundary-
pushing sound the studio is 

known for.
“It’s gonna be heavy and 

noisy,” said Martin Bisi. 
“A certain amount of sonic 
chaos is what the studio has 
always been about.”

The “BC35 record re-
lease show” actually 
comes 37 years after Bisi 

BY ADAM LUCENTE
They’re really trash-talking these 
bike lanes.

Locals are ticked at the city 
over trash-fi lled bike lanes along-
side the Marine Park Golf Course 
near Kings Plaza Shopping Center. 
One resident complained the accu-
mulated debris goes way beyond 
litter to include heaps of electron-
ics and even discarded furniture.

“Whenever I drive by Floyd 
Bennett Field, there’s usually a 
multitude of garbage,” said Ken 
Rogers. “It’s always there.”

On April 2, someone  posted a 
picture on social media  showing 
boxes, tires, and general trash in 
a bike lane near the shopping cen-
ter, prompting dozens of angry 
comments echoing the complaints 
about the constant barrage of gar-
bage in the area — with many 
blaming the problem on the  bike 
lanes  themselves,  which have been 
controversial since they were fi rst 
proposed in 2016 .

But Rogers said the trash prob-
lem along Avenue V and Hendrick-

BY ADAM LUCENTE
These runners are on track 
for a second national cham-
pionship.

The men and women of 
the Kingsborough Com-
munity College outdoor 
track and fi eld teams are 
confi dent they’ll repeat 
as national junior-college 

champions this year. Only 
having its athletes for two 
years makes continued suc-
cess diffi cult for the com-
munity college, but Kings-
borough’s recruiting focus 
and ability to help Brook-
lyn athletes gain Division I 
scholarships keeps a fresh 

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 14Continued on page 10

Sharing stage 
with legend 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
The king here does keep a hun-
dred knights and squires!

The Royal Shakespeare Com-
pany’s production of “King Lear,” 
now playing at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, does not fea-
ture a full 100 cavaliers, but it has 
recruited 20 amateur actors from 
Kings County and nearby bor-
oughs to look the part. A dozen 
members of the “community cho-
rus” portray knights, vagrants, 
hunters, and other minor parts 
each night, joining the celebrated 
actors from across the pond on 
the ornate stage of the Harvey 
Theater. One chorus member 
said that joining the London pro-
duction is a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity. 

“I don’t have any acting expe-
rience, but I am a musician, so 
I’m not nervous to be in front of a 
crowd or anything like that,” said 
Seon Gomez, who lives in Pros-
pect Heights and plays a knight. 
“But it wasn’t until I got into the 

Continued on page 6
ACTING KING: Members of the community chorus say that acting alongside Natalie Simpson and Sir Antony Sher in 
“King Lear” has been a life-changing experience.  Ellie Kurttz

RECORD WORTHY: Music 
producer Martin Bisi will 
present a concert on April 
20.

THE KING’S MENLocals 
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Inquire within now!  

917.444.3043

B Q B82B7

SPRING INTO YOUR 
SUMMER BODY NOW!

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

Every Angle

The ELITE PROTOCOL

M.A.S. Swing 15 piece big band will perform music from the Great 
American Songbook including songs by Frank Sinatra, Glenn Miller, 

Tommy Dorsey and Benny Goodman

PM - 5PM

Tamaqua Bar and Marina
84 Ebony Ct. (located at the end of Channel Ave. off Gerritsen Ave.)

Gerritsen Beach, Brooklyn, NY 11229
Tickets $25.00 per person will include hot buffet

Parking on the premise

Please call for reservations: Marie Stack 917-841-1617
www.mariestack.com

M.A.S.
Swing

BY ADAM LUCENTE
Some Southern Brook-
lynites are skeptical of the 
protection they can expect 
from an expedited plan to 
construct a seawall in Ja-
maica Bay. 

In late March, Sen. 
Chuck Schumer and Mayor 
DeBlasio announced that 
studies for the Rockaway 
and Jamaica Bay seawall 
projects will be ready by 
summer with construction 
able to start in early 2019 
— a year earlier than origi-
nally expected. The studies 
focus on putting a seawall 
in Jamaica Bay to better 
protect Southern Brook-
lyn and the Rockaways in 
far off Queens from an-
other storm like Hurricane 
Sandy. However, some peo-
ple in the area say the an-
nouncement doesn’t make 
them feel any safer.

“I’ll believe it when I see 
it,” said Community Board 
18 district manager Dottie 
Turano. “I’m very skepti-
cal. They’ve been studying 
since Sandy.”

The announcement said 
that DeBlasio got the Army 
Corps of Engineers to ex-
pedite the process in Feb-
ruary, while Schumer se-
cured an additional $730 
million in funding in the 
recent federal budget. The 
two touted the funds as cru-
cial to protecting Southern 
Brooklyn, which got clob-
bered by the 2012 super-
storm. 

The plan now is for the 

Army Corps of Engineers 
to issue a report on possible 
storm barriers to be built 
in August, take public com-
ments, and then release a 
fi nal report in November. 
Construction can then be-
gin on the structures in 
early 2019. The project will 
include a seawall, jetties, 
and groins near Rockaway 
and in Jamaica Bay, ac-
cording to the announce-
ment.

“The residents of the 
Rockaways and South-
ern Brooklyn need better 
protections ASAP,” said 
Schumer. “They are justi-
fi ably scared and tired of 
waiting.”

Southern Brooklynites 
have been waiting for a 
plan to protect them for 
years. In 2016,  local pols 
convinced the Corps to in-
clude Marine Park, Sheep-
shead Bay, Coney Island 
and other southern neigh-
borhoods  in its originally 
Queens-focused plan to 
build seawalls, dunes, jet-
ties and other protective 
structures. Last year, lo-
cals were livid when the 
 Corps announced it had no 
funds to fi nish the storm 
barrier project for south 
Brooklyn .

Some locals are still 
not satisfi ed even now that 
Schumer has secured fund-
ing. One Brighton Beach 
environmental activist 
complained the announce-
ment talked a lot about the 
Rockaways part of the proj-

ect, but gave no details on 
the portion for Brooklyn, 
which continues to strug-
gle with fl ooding. 

“It looks like there is 
nothing here for Southern 
Brooklyn,” said Ida Sanoff, 
the executive director of 
the National Resources 
Protective Association. 
“Judging by how far up 
the beach some of the high 
tides have been, there is a 
good chance that even a mi-
nor hurricane will cause 
some street fl ooding.”

The chairwoman of 
Community Board 15 
agreed.

“There’s nothing in 
there other than Rockaway, 
Rockaway, Rockaway,” said 
Theresa Scavo of the an-
nouncement. “I don’t know 
what it means for us other 
than it’s faster than antici-
pated.”

Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay), who helped convince 
the Corps to include south-
ern Brooklyn in the proj-
ect, was more positive. He 
said the studies coming in 
the summer will help move 
the process along.

“It’s a good thing for 
Southern Brooklyn this is 
getting sped up,” he said. 
“We hope to see them in 
July or August, then we’ll 
reach out to Congress about 
the funding for the seawall 
and everything else.”

Another city pol said 
that Mill Basin and Canar-

This plan is all wet
THE WALL: The Army Corps of Engineers presented this example of a surge barrier to protect the 
borough from fl ooding back in 2016.  Army Corps of Engineers

Locals unimpressed by expedited seawall project

Continued on page 14
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BY ADAM LUCENTE
You got beef?

A Sheepshead Bay rap-
per  released a freestyle 
video ode  to the  beloved 
Roll-N-Roaster restaurant  
and its delicious roast-beef 
sandwiches. Orlando Mo-
lina, also known by his 
stage name ZEPS, made the 
video at the Sheepshead 
Bay restaurant as an hom-
age to his hometown just 
days before moving across 
the country.

“It’s kind of like a love 
letter,” said Molina. “I grew 
up in Sheepshead Bay my 
whole life and then moved 
to Cali.”

The now-California-
based Molina made the 
video entitled “Roll N 
Roaster Freestyle” in De-
cember of 2017 shortly be-
fore his move to the West 
Coast. Rapping is nothing 
new for him — he’s the au-
thor of  “Brush Your Teeth 
Rex (Rhymosaurs),”  a book 
that teaches kids how to 
rap.

The video shows Mo-
lina rapping over a boun-
tiful feast of roast beef, 
mozzarella sticks, pizza, 
and corn fritters in a dark 
booth in the corner of the 
restaurant. Brooklynite 
beatboxer Sean Fitzpat-
rick provided the back-
ground rhythm, and An-
drew Persons fi lmed it. 
Molina came up with the 
rhymes on the spot.

“I’ma eat some food, 
I’ma eat some mozzarella 
sticks. I got the cup of 
sauce, cause I’m a boss, 
yes. Marinara, of course, 
werd,” he rapped at his ta-
ble with the thick, cheesy 
sticks in front of him wait-
ing to be devoured.

Molina ate a roast beef 
with cheese shortly after 
wrapping up his rap. He 
said one reason he made the 
video was to pick sides in 
the decades-old debate over 
who has the best roast beef 
in Sheepshead Bay.

“The south Brooklyn ar-
gument is whether Roll-N-
Roaster or Brennan & Car 
makes a better roast beef,” 
he said. “Roll-N-Roaster is 
more consistent. It never 

leaves you bummed.”
The classic aesthetics of 

the joint are also a draw to 
Molina and other custom-
ers.

“The main thing is the 
nostalgia. There is old ’70s 
and ’80s lighting,” he said. 
“It looks mad old-school 
when you walk in.”

The restaurant shared 
Molina’s video on its  Face-
book page , and it has more 
than 2,000 views on the so-

cial-media platform.  The 
video is also on YouTube .

There have been sev-
eral videos made at Roll-
N-Roaster, which is more 
than 48 years old — in-
cluding  an old commercial  
showing a man dancing 
with waitresses at the res-
taurant.

Molina says he only 
makes roast beef himself 
out in California — fearful 
that his new neighborhood’s 

restaurants won’t live up 
to Roll-N-Roaster. He feels 
other Brooklynites-in-exile 
can relive their days eating 
the juicy, beefy sandwiches 
through his rap.

“A lot of my friends who 
moved away were the most 
excited about the video,” he 
said. “They said ‘oh, I miss 
that place.’ I said ‘yea, me 
too.’ ”

Roll-N-Roaster [2901 
Emmons Ave. between Nos-

RAP ROAST: (Above) Orlando 
Molina, aka ZEPS, made a free-
style rap at Roll-N-Roaster in 
Sheepshead Bay proclaiming 
his love for the restaurant and 
its iconic roast beef sandwich-
es with cheese. (Left) Molina’s 
certainly wasn’t the fi rst music 
video shot at Roll-N-Roaster, 
famed for its weirdly creepy 
all-singing, all-dancing com-
mercial from the early 1980s 
that’s become a favorite on 
YouTube. 

ROLL-N-RAPPER
Hip-hop artist makes freestyle video ode to Roll-N-Roaster’s roast beef
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
There’s a new cook in 
this kitchen store!

The owner of a Wil-
liamsburg culinary-sup-
ply shop is hard at work 
stocking shelves inside 
the Brooklyn Heights 
space  recently vacated by 
beloved retailer A Cook’s 
Companion , where she 
will open the third out-
post of her homegrown 
cookware empire next 
month.

“I’m featuring the 
same kind of things. 
There’s a heavy focus on 
bakeware, cookware, a 
really nice selection of 
aprons and linens,” said 
Natasha Amott, a Park 
Sloper and the owner of 
Whisk on Bedford Av-
enue near N. Fourth 
Street.

And to the delight of 
bubble-loving Brook-
lynites, Amott is deliv-
ering on her now-retired 
predecessor’s promise 
that whoever moves in to 
the store will stock Soda 
Stream machines and 
the carbon-dioxide can-
isters they use to turn 
still water into seltzer, 
she said.

The shopkeeper said 
she is so dedicated to 
serving those local fi zz-
lovers who’ve been with-
out their go-to Soda 
Stream source since A 
Cook’s Companion closed 
in February that she in-
tends to start selling the 
gas before her planned 
opening on May 1.

“I’m actually hop-
ing to start fi lling those 

while in the store doing 
our renovations,” Amott 
said.

The Atlantic Avenue 
Whisk store will feature 
goods familiar to Com-
panion customers in an 
effort to provide a simi-
lar shopping experience 
to the shuttered retail-
er’s loyalists, accord-
ing to Amott, who said 
some of the products will 
be new to patrons of her 
other shops in Williams-
burg and the outer bor-
ough of Manhattan.

“I’m bringing a cou-
ple of brands of cook-
ware that Cook’s sold, 
but we don’t sell at 
Whisk. I want neighbors 
to still find the pan they 
really like, or want to 
get for their mothers,” 
she said. “I’m trying 
my hardest to continue 
those.”

And her strategy of 
catering to the commu-
nity is already paying 
off, according to Amott, 
who said many pass-
ersby of the storefront 
between Court and Clin-
ton streets — which will 
also sell knives, coffee, 
tea, and cookbooks — 
express curious delight 
when they see her set-
ting up shop inside.

“Everyday I’ve been 
there, a number of peo-
ple pass by, knock on the 
window, want to talk — 
there’s so much excite-
ment,” she said. “I’ve 
been struck by what a 
wonderful neighborhood 
it is. As a store owner, it 
feels lovely.”

A familiar taste!
W’burg foodies’ fave replacing 
Brooklyn Heights kitchen shop

COMING SOON: An outpost of Williamsburg kitchen-supply 
store Whisk (above) is moving into the old A Cook’s Companion 
space next month. Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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Back and neck pain 
make the simplest tasks 
nearly impossible.   

You may be unable to 
walk, bend, work, or drive 
as turning your head to 
see the car behind you — 
a function we barely even 
think about under normal 
conditions — is not possi-
ble. This kind of debilitat-
ing pain impacts the qual-
ity of life. 

It may be that you’ve 
tried to get help. You may 
have already seen doctors 
for traditional medical and 
chiropractic care, without 
results. Perhaps it appears 
the only possibility is sur-
gery. 

But this is not your only 
option. 

Dr. James DiGiuseppi 
DC of the Spine and Disc 
Center of Brooklyn has 
been treating patients 
with these conditions for 

more than 35 years, rein-
stating their quality of life 
through nonsurgical treat-
ment. No spinal injections 
or drugs are involved. In-
stead, he utilizes decom-
pression therapy, a leading 
non-surgical, alternative 
treatment for serious neck 
and low back pain. 

“This gentle treatment 
method has been shown to 
greatly reduce or eliminate 
back and neck pain,” says  
Dr. DiGiuseppi. “It has 
helped people who are at 
the end of their rope.”

Decompression therapy 
effectively treats disabling 
low back, neck, and radi-
ating leg and arm pain by 
reducing the pressure on 
spinal nerves, discs and 
joints. 

“It renders quick, ef-
fective, and amazing pain 
relief that enables most pa-
tients to return to a more 
active lifestyle,” says the 
doctor. “There is a 95% 

success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop 
this procedure was con-

ducted by prominent 
physicians, engineers, 
and technicians at ma-
jor teaching hospitals, 

says Dr. DiGiuseppi, who 
is trained in these meth-
ods. The certification 
course was designed by 
the leading expert in spi-
nal decompression, Dr. 
Jay Kennedy, D.C., who 
taught doctors worldwide 
and treated thousands of 
patients using a variety of 
decompression systems. 
To gain certification in-
volves more than 40 hours 
of instruction, including 
hands-on training ses-
sions, followed by certifi-
cation examinations.  

“We are pleased that we 
can serve our patients and 
others in the community 
with advanced spinal de-
compression therapy,” says  
Dr. DiGiuseppi.

Decompression ther-
apy begins with a series 
of sessions that typically 
run three or four times 
per week. It’s all done 
while the patient is fully 
clothed, either face down, 

or face up, on the table. 
During each of these ses-
sions, electrical muscle 
stimulation, ultrasound, 
or therapeutic laser may 
be applied to help relax 
muscles and promote fur-
ther healing of injured tis-
sues, says the doctor. In 
addition, patients may be 
asked to complete specific 
exercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal 
stenosis, bulging, herni-
ated, and degenerative 
discs, pinched nerves, and 
sciatica have found relief 
through this method. 

Spine and Disc 
Center of Brook-
lyn 8214 - 13th Ave-
nue 11228 in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 833–
3327. www.Spin-
eandDiscCenter.
com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY

Get relief now for back pain at Spine and Disc Center

BY JULIANNE CUBA
It’s outing dangerous driv-
ers one Tweet at a time.

A Brooklyn Heights cy-
clist and civic guru created 
a Twitter bot that spits out 
motorists’ traffi c violations 
so concerned users can 
identify reckless individu-
als who cruise their local 
streets. 

Brian Howald, a mem-
ber of Community Board 
2’s Transportation Com-
mittee, made the  @Hows-
MyDrivingNY  account so 
people can easily search 
the city’s “Open Parking 
and Camera Violations”  da-
tabase  — which dates back 
to 2000 and documents ille-
gal behavior such as run-
ning red lights, speeding in 
school zones, and not pay-
ing parking meters — after 
news broke that the  motor-
ist who fatally smashed into 
two kids crossing a Park 
Slope street  last month did 

so inside a vehicle that had 
already racked up  several 
infractions .

“In the aftermath of 
the crash in Park Slope, 
several people on Twit-

ter combed through the 
city’s open-data portal for 
violations associated with 
the car, and found it had 
been cited 12 times,” said 
Howald, who in December 
outed Bay Ridge state Sen. 
Marty Golden for  allegedly 
impersonating a police of-
fi cer as he tried to pull the 
cyclist over in a bike lane . 
“It started a conversation 
about how often people 
driving dangerously near 
schools, or parking ille-
gally. I wanted to make it 
easier for people to have ac-
cess to this data.”

The account, which has 
garnered nearly 1,000 fol-
lowers since its March 23 
debut, asks Twitter users 
to provide a license-plate 
number the bot then uses 
to retrieve data including 
the amount of violations 
dealt to the vehicle associ-
ated with the plate.

Curious locals’ Tweets 

must follow a simple for-
mat that includes tagging 
the bot and entering a ve-
hicle’s plate number and 
state in order to generate 
a response, according to 
Howald, who said the tech-
nology does the heavy lift-
ing for people who quickly 
scribble down or snap 
a photo of a rogue car’s 
plates.

“It allows people to ac-
cess information from 
their phones at the moment 
it’s most relevant,” he said. 

The bot’s responses 
break down a vehicle’s in-
fractions by type, making 
the important distinction 
between less dangerous 
violations such as failing 
to feed a meter and more 
serious offenses including 
pumping the gas in a school 
zone, its creator said.

“The fact that some-
one shows up in the data-
base doesn’t make them a 

bad driver — someone who 
doesn’t pay the meter is dif-
ferent from someone who 
speeds next to a school,” he 
said. 

Howald, also a software 
engineer, hopes that his 
handle helps get unsafe 
drivers off the road by ex-
posing repeat offenders’ 
behavior before it leads to 
deadly crashes, he said.   

“This account helps 
make people aware of just 
how often people are doing 
it, and getting away with it, 
before their actions results 
in somebody being injured 
or killed,” Howald said. 

And the bot creator said 
he has one response to mo-
torists who criticize him 
for putting them on blast — 
stop breaking the rules.

“If people don’t want to 
be held accountable for do-
ing dangerous things, they 
shouldn’t be doing danger-
ous things,” he said.

He’s seeking justice with social media

CLEAR THE LANE: Community Board 2 member Brian Howald cre-
ated a Twitter bot that reveals drivers’ infractions.  
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

Engaged Brooklyn Heights cyclist’s Twitter bot outs bad drivers caught on local streets
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SHOP BROOKLYN’S LARGEST SELECTION 
OF DESIGNER PRODUCTS FOR EVERY STYLE AND BUDGET

Faucets • Sinks • Vanities • Mirrors • Tubs
Shower Heads • Toilets • Accessories

SHOWROOM: 299 Atlantic Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11201
718.259.8010 • www.kbgbrooklyn.com

YOUR DREAM KITCHEN 
AND BATHROOM IS WAITING

LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE 
We’ll Meet Internet Pricing with Personal, Knowledgable Service.
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space that I really under-
stood the gravity of a pro-
duction like this and how 
incredible it is to be a part 
of it.”

The chorus acts along-
side company legends, in-
cluding Sir Antony Sher, 
who plays the show’s name-
sake ruler, whose pride ul-
timately drives both his 
kingdom and his family to 
destruction. Gomez said 
that sharing scenes with 
the star — including an ini-
tial hunting scene, when 
the knights are on stage 
with Sher for about 20 min-
utes — never gets old.

“It’s surreal for sure — 
thrilling, absolutely,” he 
said. “Even without an au-
dience, it’s amazing to be on 
stage with him. He’s huge, 
so I’m really excited.” 

The chorus members do 
not have speaking roles, 
but their reactions lend 
weight to the actions of 
the main characters, said 
Gomez. And their realistic 
costumes help to ground 
the production, with the 
knights outfi tted in chest 
plates and leather boots, 
and the vagrants covered 
in real dirt and burlap fab-
rics. 

One of those minor ac-
tors, who plays an atten-
dant, said that the show 

has inspired her to move 
from on-screen work back 
to the stage. 

“I haven’t done theater 
in a couple years, it’s been 
a lot of commercial stuff, 
so being back within a the-
ater makes me think, ‘Now 
I want to do this again, and 
I want to do it often,’ ” said 
Amy Lopatin, who lives 
in the distant borough of 
Queens. 

Lopatin and Gomez, 
who hold day-jobs at the 
Museum of Natural His-
tory and at a non-profi t, 
respectively, were among 
several hundred locals 
who responded to the cast-
ing call, and they joined 
the cast for a week of re-
hearsals before the start 
of the show’s three-week 
run. The cast was in-
stantly receptive to the 
chorus, despite the short 
rehearsal period, and the 
part has inspired Gomez 
to consider additional act-
ing training.

“They’re the friendliest 
group of people — Byron 
[Mondahl], who plays Os-
wald, made it his mission to 
learn all of our names,” he 
said. “I might be tempted to 
do an improv class now.”

King Lear at BAM’s 
Harvey Theater (651 Ful-
ton St. at Ashland Place 
in Fort Greene, www.bam.
org). Playing through April 
29. Wed–Sat at 7:30 pm; Sun 
at 3 pm. $35–$125.

A LOOK BEHIND THE CURTAIN: A dozen local, amateur actors 
portray the king’s retinue in the Royal Shakespeare Company’s 
production of “King Lear.”  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

LEAR

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
They are hitting the high 
notes! 

A musical comedy cele-
brating the calming power 
of cannabis will make its 
Brooklyn debut on April 20 
— the unoffi cial, interna-
tional holiday designated 
for marijuana consump-
tion. “420: The Musical,” 
playing at the Unruly Col-
lective in Bushwick, is a 
wacky tobacky–celebrat-
ing take on a well-known 
children’s story, said the 
show’s music writer.

“It’s like ‘The Wizard of 
Oz’ on weed,” said Laura 
Lonski.

The musical follows an 
average Joe who, anxious 
about asking out his crush, 
opts for a pot-smoking ses-
sion to clear his head. He 
soon fi nds himself in a 
magical world where the 
grass is greener, tripping 
down a green brick road to 
fi nd the Mighty High — a 

stoned version of the won-
derful wizard, according to 
Lonski.

The rock musical — or 
stoned musical, more ac-
curately — was created in 
2012 in Buffalo, New York, 
and has been produced an-
nually since then. Over the 

years, it has puffed up the 
cast with new songs and 
characters, said Lonski, 
and it will change further 
for its Brooklyn debut. 

“Since this is our fi rst 
year in Brooklyn and we’re 
in an alternative art space, 
we’ve changed the format 

of the show and the way we 
tell the story,” said Lonski. 

Instead of using a tradi-
tional stage, the action will 
surround the audience, 
turning the 90-minute mu-
sical into an immersive ex-
perience, man.

By Alexandra Simon

Weed all about it!
On April 20, the day that 

stoners around the world cel-
ebrate their love for marijuana by getting 
extra high, Brooklyn will hold a variety 
of events that joint enthusiasts will be 
able to blaze on by. Here are a few green 
activities for you:

Extrava-ganja
The “performative spectacular” 

immersive show “420: A Ganjapalooza” 
expands the holiday into April 21, with a 
two-day celebration of dank dancing at the 

House of Yes. At the show, performers will 
do aerial tricks and dinosaurs will lumber 
about while the audience settles in to have 
its minds blown. 

“420: A Ganjaapalooza” at House of 
Yes [2 Wyckoff Ave. between Jefferson 
and Troutman streets in Bushwick, (347) 
469–9882, www.houseofyes.org]. April 
20–21 at 7:30 pm. $20–$30.

Get reel high
Over the last month, fans of Nitehawk 

Cinema have sifted through a bracket of 16 
stoner films to find the one that deserves 
to screen for 420, and they have chosen 
“Dazed and Confused.” The ’70s-set com-
ing-of-age comedy will screen at midnight 
on April 20 and 21, while viewers indulge 
in the stoner-friendly menu of  popcorn, 
queso, and tater tots.

“Dazed and Confused” at Nitehawk 

Cinema [136 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Berry Street and Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–8370, www.nite-
hawkcinema.com]. April 20–21 at 11:45 
pm. $12. 

‘Friday’ is high-day
No stoner film is more appropriate to 

watch on Friday, April 20 than  “Friday,” 
starring Ice Cube and Chris Tucker as 
drug dealers who smoke up their whole 
supply. Each ticket to the screening at 
Videology comes with a glass of “Waldos’ 
Special Ale,” the dankest, hoppiest beer 
ever brewed by Lagunitas, with a whop-
ping 11 percent alcohol.

“Friday” at Videology Bar and and 
Cinema [308 Bedford Ave. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 782–3468, 
www.videologybarandcinema.com]. 
April 20 at 9:30 pm. $20.

Joint 
sessions

It’s high-larious!
Marijuana-themed musical comedy celebrates weed
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BING BONG: (Above) Doobie Dave guides the main character on his quest to fi nd the Mighty High 
in “420: The Musical.” (Below) Producer Laura Lonski, left, leads Devyn White, Lia-Shea Tillett, and 
Madeline Shaffer in a rehearsal for “420: The Musical,” which will make its debut in Brooklyn on — of 
course — April 20.

Continued on page 10

Continued from page 1 
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 

to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 
Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-
ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-
form a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these opera-
tions are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 
country are racing to acquire and get 
trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands 
of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains how 

the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 
ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 
result of space travel: Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon 
here’s what they found: During the anti-
gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral 
discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken 
off your spine and discs. Even better — 
and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually 
sucks the herniated material back into the 

disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally 
have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, 
sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 
(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-
ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 
failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this 
new FDA approved solution to back pain 
or to set up an appointment for a free con-
sultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-
6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine Center, 
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM

WE SUPPORT
AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION’S 

GO RED 
FOR WOMEN

MOVEMENT
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“What Should I Do To Get A Loan?”

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Authorities since 2012 dealt roughly 2,000 
violations — hundreds of which were 
criminal — to the private-carting com-
pany with a  history of recklessness at the 
wheel  that the city pays millions in tax-
payer dollars to haul trash, records show.

Most of the 1,998 penalties offi cials is-
sued to New Jersey–based Action Carting 
—  which raked in $104,286,930 from con-
tracts with the city  over the past decade, 
during which its truckers hit and killed 
fi ve people — are for employees blow-
ing red lights, driving in bike lanes, and 
pumping the gas in school zones,  where 
some drivers are allegedly known to fall 
asleep at the wheel as kids are walking to 
class , according to workers.

And 342 of the infractions were for un-
specifi ed criminal violations, which often 
require a court appearance along with pay-
ing a cash fi ne, according to the records 
from Jan. 8, 2012 through March 20, 2018, 
which the Brooklyn Paper obtained via a 
Freedom of Information Law request.

But mysteriously absent from the ci-
tations is the summons cops said they 
handed to the Action driver who hit and 

killed  cyclist Neftaly Ramirez  in Green-
point last July. Authorities claimed to 
slap now-retired trucker Jose Nunez with 
 a violation for driving his massive big-
rig without the proper license  on Nov. 10, 
2017 — almost four months after he fatally 
plowed into the 27-year-old — but none ex-
ists within the nearly 60 pages’ worth of 
records.

A Police Department legal-bureau 
spokesman couldn’t explain the absence 

of the summons, instead only noting that 
none of the total 4,209 moving violations 
and criminal-court summonses that city 
offi cers issued on Nov. 10, 2017 were made 
out to Nunez.

Also missing from the list of hundreds 
of Action-perpetrated violations this 
newspaper received are 27 criminal sum-
monses that offi cials dealt to the fi rm on 
Feb. 8, 2018, which this reporter instead 
discovered when searching the state court 
system’s  online public records .

Police spokesman Sergeant Jordan Ma-
zur again could not explain why those vio-
lations weren’t included among the others. 
And a state-court rep also couldn’t explain 
why they were not among the received re-
cords, saying the glut of same-day infrac-
tions could either be the result of a munic-
ipal employee incorrectly entering them 
all on the date in question, or of an Action-
facility inspection on that day.

A spokeswoman for the garbage com-
pany did not respond when asked if any 
of its facilities were inspected on Feb. 8, 
2018.

Action Carting only increased its rule-
breaking over the years, according to the 

records, which show that authorities is-
sued its drivers just 26 criminal sum-
monses in 2012, but more than 90 in 2016 
and 2017 each. There are no 2018 criminal 
summonses listed in the documents. 

And the company’s other violations 
similarly increase in frequency. In 2012, 
Action received 182 so-called “A-sum-
monses” for minor infractions such as 
double parking, compared to 275 in 2017, 
according to the records, which show the 
business racked up 41 through mid March 
of this year.

But the malfeasant fi rm isn’t the only 
one whose workers’ carelessness results 
in casualties — the number of crashes 
caused by drivers for the city’s 20 most-
active private-carting companies totaled 
67 since March 2016, up from 35 between 
March 2014 and February 2016, according 
to a report released Monday by several or-
ganizations working to reform the notori-
ously dangerous industry, including the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
New York Lawyers for the Public Interest, 
Transportation Alternatives Alliance for 
The Alliance for a Greater New York, and 

GLUTTON FOR PUNISHMENT
City slapped notorious private hauler with hundreds of infractions, records show

REPEAT OFFENDERS: Offi cials delivered some 
1,998 violations to Action Carting since 2012, ac-
cording to city records.

CN
G 

/ J
ul

ia
nn

e 
Cu

ba

Continued on page 10



A
PRIL 15, 2018, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

9

We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
-How can I protect assets  
from the government?

-How can I save myself from  
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones  
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                        

MON. APR. 23rd

BROOKLYN
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Cafe

7717 Third Avenue

WED. APR. 25th

BROOKLYN
SHEEPSHEAD BAY
11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM

Buckley’s
2926 Avenue S

THUR. APR. 26th

BROOKLYN
PARK SLOPE
11 AM & 3 PM

The Montauk Club
25 Eighth Avenue
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son Street bordering the 
Marine Park Golf Course 
near Flatbush Avenue pre-
dates the addition of the 
bike lanes in 2016, and that 
people unabashedly dump 
their trash there on the 
isolated stretch.

“I see trucks literally 
stop and unload broken 
furniture. It’s incredible,” 
he said. “People pull up, 
dump off, and drive on.”

Rogers said the trash in-
cludes things that are hard 
to dispose of legally, such 
as televisions and couches, 
and has long blighted the 
neighborhood.

“I just feel bad for the 
people who live there,” said 
Rogers. “As long as I re-
member, it’s been a dump-
ing area.”

Another Marine Parker 
agreed that the problem 
goes back decades before 
the bike lanes came to the 
neighborhood.

“The bike lanes are 
consistently fl ooded and 
always fi lthy,” said Joel 
Kalishman, who supports 
removing the bike lane al-
together. “This has been 

an ongoing problem on that 
street since the ’80s.”

The Sanitation Depart-
ment said it is actually 
aware of the issue, and is 
working to correct it. The 
area, which is a known 
“drop off” point for ille-
gally dumping trash, is ac-
tually Parks Department 
property, and the two agen-
cies are trying to rectify it, 
according to a Sanitation 
spokeswoman.

“It’s a location our en-
forcement staff monitors 
regularly. We assist Parks 
in cleaning the area when 
our resources allow, and 
in fact, it was cleaned this 
morning,” she said on 
April 6.

The Sanitation Depart-

ment said more input from 
locals will help keep the 
area clean. 

“Residents are our part-
ners in keeping the city 
clean. Residents can report 
chronic illegal dumping of 
material discarded from a 
vehicle onto public or pri-
vate property,” said the 
spokeswoman, calling on 
Marine Parkers to call 311 
when they witness dump-
ing.

Some residents have al-
ready been calling 311, but 
complain that the problem 
still persists.

“I call 311 constantly,” 
said Patricia Baudanza, 
who lives across from one of 
the bike lanes. “People use 
it as a dumping ground.”

pool of talent coming in 
year after year, according 
to the coach.

“We had a great deal of 
success last year, then lost 
several major athletes, but 
that’s where the recruit-
ing focus really comes in,” 
said Dave Loobie, of Canar-
sie. “It keeps the program 
moving forward. That’s my 
job.”

In May 2017, both the 
 men’s  and  women’s  track 
and fi eld teams at Kings-
borough won the National 
Junior College Athletic As-
sociation’s Division III out-
door track and fi eld cham-
pionships, but there was 
little time to celebrate for 
Loobie and his staff. May 
and June are prime recruit-
ing months, when the coach 
goes to high schools in 
Brooklyn, distant Queens 
and the Bronx, and even 
further throughout the 
tri-state area looking for 
future track stars. He said 
the school seeks students 
who want to get Division I 
scholarships, but might not 
be ready out of high school.

“We show them that 

they can use Kingsborough 
as a stepping stone,” said 
Loobie. “They come in and 
pretty much put in more 
work, focus, and get ready 
to move on to Division I or 
II, where they can get a full 
scholarship.”

The men’s team captain 
is one of those students. Dis-
tance runner and Mill Ba-
sin native D’Andre Mighty 
has received a full scholar-
ship to run the 5,000 and 
10,000 meter races as well 
as cross country at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Pine 
Bluff next year. Before he 
goes, he’s confi dent he’ll be 
a national champion again 
because of the team’s rigor-

ous practices.
“This year the warm-

ups are a lot longer,” said 
Mighty. “Last year we only 
warmed up with a mile. 
This year we boosted that 
to three to four miles.”

Loobie said that numer-
ous alumni have gone on 
to Division I and II schol-
arships since he took over 
the coaching reigns in 
2000. The relatively small 
amount of time the coaches 
and athletes have together 
forces them to make the 
most of their practices and 
meets.

“It’s a short amount of 
time, which is why we’re 
big on time management,” 
he said. “The window is 
very short.”

Freshman and sopho-
more athletes alike are 
confi dent they’ll win the 
title in 2018. One freshman 
hurdler and runner from 
Canarsie said that while 
she hopes to win the cham-
pionship en route to a schol-
arship of her own, the sport 
has already helped her get 
on track off the track. 

“I do track because it 
gives me discipline,” said 
Nyeira Gordon. “It helps 
me focus in school and in 
life.”

IN STOCK 
COMMUNION THE FINISH LINE: Freshman 

Nyeira Gordon, center, sprints 
at a practice in Kaiser Park.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

TRACK

TRASHY: Some trash was already back on the Hendrickson 
Street bike lane in Marine Park on April 8 after a big Sanitation 
Department cleanup two days before.  Photo by Jon Farina

TRASH
Continued from page 1

Transform Don’t Trash 
NYC.     

Five of the 67 colli-
sions that occurred since 
March 2016 were fatal,  
and two of the 35 that 
happened between March 
2014 and February 2016 re-
sulted in deaths, accord-
ing to the survey — which 
shows that city sanitation 
employees have not killed 
anyone while behind the 

wheel since 2014.
And offi cials banished 

more than half of the trucks 
belonging to the city’s 20 
most-active private cart-
ers from local streets since 
2016, after those vehicles 
failed federal inspections, 
the report shows.

Action Carting’s hun-
dreds of violations, how-
ever, are below the indus-
try average, according 
to its spokeswoman, who 
said company bigwigs are 
working to cultivate a less-
hazardous culture by im-

plementing weekly safety 
sessions and modernizing 
its fl eet with upgrades in-
cluding the installation of 
protective “bike guards” 
beneath its trucks that 
block pedestrians from 
rolling under them.

A rep for Mayor DeBla-
sio again did not respond 
to a request for comment 
about why the city contin-
ues to conduct business 
with Action Carting de-
spite its history of deadly 
crashes and violating traf-
fi c laws.

HAULER

“We make it outside of 
the box and it’s constantly 
evolving because we want 
people to watch it that way, 
so it’s going to be half party 
and half celebration,” said 
Lonski.

And the party will con-
tinue after the show, with 
acoustic and New Orleans 
music performances hap-
pening in two spaces, and a 

menu of munchies, includ-
ing popcorn, chips, candy 
and other stoner cravings 
— although alcohol or other 
mind-altering substances 
are strictly BYOP.

Lonski says the mari-
juana musical is as much 
about opening people’s 
minds as well as entertain-
ing them, and that many 
report that the show has 
given them newfound re-
spect for 420 and cannabis 
overall.

“We want people to get 

the experience and the 
spirit of 420 for themselves, 
and the show helps nail 
that down,” she said. “Peo-
ple have come up to me fre-
quently and say how the 
show helped them look at 
the day differently.” 

“420: The Musical” at 
Unruly Collective (200 Coo-
per St. between Wilson and 
Central avenues in Bush-
wick, www.420themusical.
com). April 20 at 9 pm. $15 
($10 advance, plus $5 BYOB 
charge).

MUSICAL

Continued from page 8 

Continued from page 6 

Continued from page 1 
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aradise just keeps getting better and better. 
And choosing the venue for your special 
occasions gets easier and easier, thanks to 
the Paradise Catering Hall (51 Avenue U, 

at the corner of West 11th Street; 718-372-4352).
Celebrating your special moments here means hav-

ing the total attention and expertise of the staff focused 
exclusively on your affair.

But more than this, now is a wondrous time to dis-
cover or re-discover this exceptional catering hall. Af-
ter a stunning re-modeling of their the grand ballroom, 
management recently spared no expense when they 
completely re-did the facility’s grand lobby as well as 
the luxuriously appointed bridal suite, now done up 
with marble and granite accents for a look of timeless 
elegance.

They match the walls of marble and granite in the 
ballroom — which itself sports one of the largest chan-
deliers in all of Brooklyn — giving you just a brief inkling 
into what they have in store for you and your guests. 
Come and see the grandeur for yourself.

But this is only one reason to choose Paradise. 
Here, they accept only a single function at any one time. 
There’s no splitting of the resources between two or 
three or even more affairs. When you book Paradise, 
you get the skills and expertise of every person there, on 
scene and behind the scenes to assure that your event 
runs flawlessly.

This sort of ultimate personalized attention starts the 
very minute you discover Paradise. At this facility, you 
don’t deal with some salesman. You deal directly with 
one of the owners, Hercules, or his son, Mike. And why 
is this so essential?

Quite simply, they have a vested interest in making 
you happy, not just in making a sale. They know their 
business depends on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tions and on the special days yet to come in your life 
and the lives of your family. Thus, they will do everything 
in their power to be certain that the affair you have imag-
ined is transformed into reality under the skilled hands 
of themselves and their staff. That’s the secret of their 

longevity and of their success.
The lavish party room, which can be made intimate 

enough for parties of 100, or grand enough to host a 
spectacular of up to 400, is marked by a central chan-
delier that will take your breath away. It is the focal point 
for a magnificent space done up in sophisticated pinks 
and reds, with mirrored accents that lend a touch of in-
finity to the already expansive area.

The re-done, picture perfect bridal room is large, ro-
mantic and very feminine, accommodating up to 15 in 
easy comfort, with wall-to-wall mirrors.

Ideal photographic locales are assured in this world 
of environments, which also includes an intimate private 
garden area, a uniquely designed water fountain, as well 
as a host of fine, white wrought-iron work.

Can even Paradise become better? Of course it can. 
And they proved that when they totally renovated the 
large lobby area, adding a regal touch to this space, 
as well.

Whether it be the wedding, engagement party or 
any other affair, plan it at Paradise and the bottom line 
will put a very big smile on your face.

Our service is top flight, with the uniformed staff a 
longtime part of the Paradise family. These are full-time 
professionals who know their business; not weekend 
teens learning the trade.

And when it comes to the food, the chefs are world 
class. Whatever you can find in the cookbooks, they 
can serve at the table. They offer an added expertise in 
all manner of ethnic cooking. Add to that everything is 
cooked from scratch right on the premises to assure the 
highest in quality control.

Don’t you want to celebrate those once-in-a-lifetime 
days in Paradise?

The catering office is open Tuesday through Sunday, 
1 – 9 p.m. Note that the facilities are also available dur-
ing the weekdays for all types of social meetings and 
functions.

For the further convenience of your guests, Paradise 
also can provide free valet parking.

Celebrate Your Love in Paradise
ADVERTISEMENT

718-372-4352

Capture the memories with beautiful settings like this.

www.theparadisecateringhall.com
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re on different tracks.

City offi cials recently 
butted heads with Mayor 
DeBlasio over the future 
of his beloved $2.5-billion 
trolley that would run from 
Sunset Park to Queens, ad-
mitting reservations about 
its fi nancial feasibility that 
they then recanted after 
their boss proclaimed on 
public radio that the project 
is rolling forward.   

Hizzoner’s second in 
command, Deputy Mayor 
Alicia Glen, acknowledged 
on April 3 that studies of 
the streetcar scheme’s reve-
nue model — which is based 
on the claim that the light-
rail line will pay for itself 
with additional tax revenue 
earned from increased de-
velopment along its water-
front route — are delayed, 
and that local leaders may 

be forced to consider drop-
ping the project if research 
shows its bill can’t be paid 
by building alone, accord-
ing to a New York Daily 
News  report .

And a day later, a DeBla-
sio spokeswoman echoed 
Glen’s sentiments that 
there’s a chance the Brook-
lyn Queens Connector trol-
ley — which  the mayor fi rst 
pitched  as a system to serve 
subway-starved coastal 
neighborhoods in 2016, and 
has since earned the back-
ing of several real-estate 
companies — may actually 
never get moving.

“The BQX can bring 
jobs and a brand-new green 
transportation system to 
a series of transit-hungry 
Brooklyn and Queens wa-
terfront neighborhoods,” 
Melissa Grace said on April 
4. “As we wrap up a block-

by-block study, we are de-
termining if increased tax 
revenue created by the proj-
ect will pay for it, or if we 
need a city subsidy to make 
it work, and ultimately if we 
can move forward with this 
project.”

Two days after that, 
however, DeBlasio doubled 
down on his commitment 
to the Connector, claiming 
he’s no longer just looking 
for city cash to pay for it, 
but seeking support from 
the Feds. The mayor spe-
cifi cally called on Brooklyn 
native Sen. Chuck Shumer 
— whose daughter runs the 
pro-trolley group Friends of 
The Brooklyn Queens Con-
nector,  which last Novem-
ber revealed a prototype of 
the system’s streetcars  — to 
help get money for the tram 
opposed by several local pols 
and  residents , who charge it 

will  accelerate gentrifi ca-
tion  and  cause rents to sky-
rocket .

“It is a big, complicated 
endeavor and it’s certainly 
going to require some fed-
eral support as well, which 
is something I am very 

hopeful about, particularly 
because of the presence of 
Sen. Schumer and the role 
he plays,” DeBlasio said 
live on the April 6 episode of 
WNCY’s The Brian Lehrer 
Show. “We are moving for-
ward but we have to get the 

exact details right. And we 
are going to have plan out 
going forward.”

And hours after Hiz-
zoner assured listeners his 
trolley plan wasn’t falling 
off the rails, Grace fi red off 

Trouble connecting

Continued on page 14

BQ-AXED?: City offi cials and Mayor DeBlasio described different futures for Hizzoner’s planned Sun-
set Park–to-Queens trolley last week, forcing the municipal employees who questioned its viability to 
change their tune after the mayor ensured the project is still very much on track in a radio interview.
 Community News Group / Bill Parry

Mayor, underlings publicly project 
different futures for waterfront trolley

 We look forward to seeing you! We look forward to seeing you!

 Learn about exciting research opportunities, 
internships, and majors offered at York College.  
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with 
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

Accepted Students ReceptionAccepted Students Reception
Sunday, April 29th        Noon to 3 pm 

YORK COLLEGE! Atrium of the Academic Core Building,   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451.

Contact the Admissions Office by visiting  
www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169. 

Free parking is available for this event.

The Time is Now!The Time is Now! 
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS extends congratulations and invites all students 
accepted to York College for Fall 2018 to attend the



A
PRIL 15, 2018, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

13

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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a modifi ed version of her 
initial comment on it, re-
casting the statement not as 
a question of if the project 
will move forward, but how 
it will advance.

“The mayor calls it as he 
sees it, and what he sees is 
that the BQX can bring jobs 
and a brand-new, green-
transportation system to 
growing and transit-hungry 
Brooklyn and Queens neigh-
borhoods,” she said. “With a 
block-by-block study, we’ll 
determine the best way for-
ward — including if federal 
or other public funds are 
needed.”

The mayoral spokes-
woman later defended her 
revised offi cial stance, ar-
guing nothing had changed 
in the city’s forecast for the 
scheme.

“I don’t know that it 
changed. The mayor elabo-
rated a little today,” Grace 
said. “We are moving for-
ward but have to get the ex-
act details right — a lot of 
moving parts.”

The trolley’s proponents 
turned up the pressure on 
DeBlasio following his re-
assurances, demanding on 
Monday that he prove the 
slowly advancing project 
will come to fruition before 
he leaves offi ce.

“We are calling on your 
administration to take con-
crete steps to indicate that 
this critical infrastructure 
project will indeed break 
ground during your may-
oralty,” the Friends of The 
Brooklyn Queens Connector 
wrote in a letter to Hizzoner 
that the New York Times 
fi rst reported and this news-
paper later obtained. “We 
are urging you to lay out a 
path — through community 

outreach and consultation, 
environmental analysis and 
additional engineering and 
design work — to defi ni-
tively make that clear.”

Financial troubles, how-
ever, aren’t the only potential 
hazards facing the streetcar 
proposal, according to the 
city’s own transit experts, 
 who previously warned 
that laying its tracks could 
complicate their looming 
repairs to a decrepit stretch 
of the Brooklyn–Queens Ex-
pressway  because both in-
frastructure projects will 
unfold in Brooklyn Heights. 

And now that state pols 
green-lit the streamlined 
design-build process for the 
Department of Transpor-
tation–led makeover of the 
expressway, an agency rep 
said that work could start as 
early as 2020 — a year after 
DeBlasio initially hoped to 
begin building the light-rail 
system.

fi rst started recording mu-
sic at his semi-eponymous 
studio in 1981 — all of the 
music was recorded live 
during a marathon session 
for its 35th anniversary in 
2016. It has taken him more 
than a year to produce the 
album and get it ready for 
release, mostly because of 
the sheer volume of music 
recorded during that live 
session — and he is still 
not fi nished.

“It’s kind of a monster 
behemoth, this record,” said 
Bisi. “And there’s still a Vol-
ume Two that’s gonna come 
out.”

Bisi decided to hold the 
live sessions after getting 
jumped outside the studio 
in 2015, offering seats to the 
recording sesh to those who 
helped to fund his medical 
expenses.

The April 20 concert will 

feature a diverse lineup of 
fi ve local bands from the 
album, including Nowhere 
Near, a band that features 
Bisi on guitar and vocals, 
and Bob Bert from Sonic 
Youth on drums; the indus-
trial drone sounds of White 
Hills; Excop; Tidal Chan-
nel, and the melodic, over-
driven guitar solos of New 
Old Skull — a revival of ’80s 
post-punk group Live Skull. 

Old New Skull’s guitarist 
says that there is still a mar-
ket for the classic New York 
City punk and its offspring 
that is BC Studio’s signa-
ture, even as indie rock has 
surpassed it in mainstream 
popularity. 

“I think indie rock got 
multifaceted, very melodic 
and about musicianship as 
it went on,” said Mark C. “In 
noisy post-punk, there’s still 
an edginess. It’s a gut re-
sponse to music, as opposed 
to trained musicianship.”

Another performer said 
that Bisi’s accommodating 

nature has made him a suc-
cessful producer over the 
decades. 

“He’s incredibly patient,” 
said Genevieve Fernworthy, 
who plays synthesizer, gui-
tar, bass and electric viola 
alongside her husband’s 
vocalized poems in Tidal 
Channel. “Whatever you 
want to try, he’ll take you 
there.”

Bisi believes that his 
old-school approach — fi nd-
ing clients through word of 
mouth rather than advertis-
ing — has kept the BC Stu-
dio family close over the 
years. 

“It’s very underground 
and has a certain collectiv-
ism to it,” he said. “It works 
outside the markets, and it’s 
on the cheap side.”

“BC35 Record Release 
show” at Saint Vitus Bar 
(1120 Manhattan Ave. be-
tween Clay and Box streets 
in Greenpoint, www.saint-
vitusbar.com). April 20 at 7 
pm. $15 ($12 in advance).

RECORD

Continued from page 12 

TROLLEY

sie in particular need fl ood 
barriers on land — not a 
seawall out in Jamaica Bay 
— because there are too 
many places for water to 
fl ow into the area.

“It’s not practical on our 
part. There are too many 

inlets and outlets for it to 
be effective,” said Council-
man Alan Maisel (D–Mill 
Basin) of the seawall idea.

The mayor’s offi ce said 
that the fi rst step in fortify-
ing Southern Brooklyn is a 
$47 million project by the 
city to raise the shorelines 
along the Coney Island 
creek, which is set to begin 
a design phase in 2019. The 

overall plans for the area 
are still being studied by 
the Army Corps of Engi-
neers, a spokesman said.

“The USACE is studying 
coastal protection measures 
for Southern Brooklyn, 
which looks at a comprehen-
sive regional solution for 
coastal fl ooding, including 
storm surge and sea level 
rise,” the spokesman said.

SEAWALL
Continued from page 2

Continued from page 1 
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DIGITAL ACCESS FOR BEGINNERS  LEGAL AND FINANCIAL  HEALTH AND EXERCISE  ENTERTAINMENT  HOME 

MOBILITY AND TRANSPORTATION  LIFELONG LEARNING  LIFESTYLE  SHOPPING  CAREGIVING SERVICES

Wednesday 
May 2  

10am to 4pm
Brooklyn Borough Hall  

209 Joralemon St.

Interactive Opportunities to Learn and Explore the Latest 

Technological Advances, Applications, Services and Products 

FREE REFRESHMENTS  EASILY ACCESSIBLE BY MAJOR TRANSPORTATION  FOR ADULTS 60+

SENIOR TECH IS PRESENTED BY 

IN COOPERATION WITH

AND

SPONSORS

PARTICIPANTS INCLUDE
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