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BY MOSES JEFFERSON
Community News Group and 
New York Community Media 
took home 24 awards at last week-
end’s New York Press Associa-
tions Better Newspaper Contest, 
with three going to our Brooklyn 
tabloids, including the Mill Ma-
rine Courier, the Bay Ridge Cou-

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Call it a wood-be disaster. 

Landmarking the iconic 
Coney Island Riegelmann 
Boardwalk would be point-
less if the designation didn’t 
protect the 2.5-mile prom-
enade’s creaky wooden 
planks from being replaced 

with recycled plastic or 
concrete, complained pres-
ervationists at an April 17 
public hearing with the 
city Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission. 

One preservationist said 
locals feared the landmarks 

BY ADAM LUCENTE
A man convicted of stran-
gling his elderly adoptive 
mother in Canarsie has re-
ceived a life sentence for 
the crime.

Jayvon Mulzac of Pitts-
fi eld, Mass., pleaded guilty 
in March to second-degree 
murder, and received a sen-
tence of 22-years-to-life on 

April 11, according to the 
Brooklyn District Attor-
ney’s offi ce.

“This defendant com-
mitted a heinous crime by 
killing his own mother,” 
said District Attorney Eric 
Gonzalez. “He has now ac-
cepted responsibility for 
this senseless murder.”

Noreen Mulzac, 70, 

was found dead on July 17, 
2017 — tied up, bound and 
strangled in her Foster Av-
enue home. Her bedroom 
was also ransacked and 
investigators determined 
the cause of death to be as-
phyxiation, according to 
the offi ce. 

Prosecutors said the 

Continued on page 12

Continued on page 10Continued on page 14

Comic-book characters 
take it off at Nerdlesque

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They’ll leave their glasses on!
Sexy supervillains and sultry 
science-fi ction creatures will 
shimmy onto a Coney Island 
stage as part of a nerdy, three-
day burlesque festival starting on 
April 27. This is the fourth year 
of the Nerdlesque Festival, but its 
fi rst year in the borough of Kings. 
Staging the event at Coney Island 
USA celebrates the resurgence 
of the nerdy neighborhood after 
years of post-Hurricane Sandy 
cleanup, said the event’s execu-
tive producer.

“I was visiting Coney Island 
with a friend last summer, and I 
cried on top of the Wonder Wheel 

because Coney Island is back — it 
was so exciting to see,” said Lefty 
Lucy, who won the title of “Miss 
Coney Island” in 2010 and 2011 
and called the community home 
before she moved to New Orleans. 
“It occurred to me that this would 
be the perfect place for the festi-
val, because Coney Island has 
been the backbone of neo- and 
nerdy burlesque for the past 30 
years — and it has a special place 
in my heart.” 

During the shows on Friday 
and Saturday night, some of the 
striptease queens will take on 
characters that might not seem 
obviously sexy, said Lucy, who 

Continued on page 10

PRINCESS OF POWER: Park Slope burlesque performer Nasty Canasta, pic-
tured as a superhero of her own design, will teach a class at the Nerdlesque 
festival about how to make a character your own.  Francine Daveta

LIFE SENTENCE: Jayvon 
Mulzac got 22 years to life 
for killing his adoptive moth-
er in Canarsie last year.

POWER 
STRIP

Canarsie mom-killer gets lifeLocals fear Boardwalk 
landmarking not enough
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CHEERED: One of the Bay Ridge Cou-
rier’s award-winning covers.
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BILL-HOPBILL-HOP
Mayor promises fewer homeless hotels — 

then plans to open scores more. See page 13.
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2 Our best memories begin

with a single day at the beach...

Experience the whole summer

Summer
2018

Inquire within now!  

917.444.3043

B Q B82B7

SPRING INTO YOUR 
SUMMER BODY NOW!

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

Every Angle

The ELITE PROTOCOL

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Fire marshals arrested and charged a Staten Is-
land contractor with reckless endangerment at 
the scene of a Mapleton fi re on 63rd Street after 
he allegedly broke the law by using a torch to 
install roofi ng materials, which sent the three-
story building up in fl ames for nearly two hours 
on April 11. 

The blaze erupted at the building between 
19th and 20th avenues around 3:15 pm. More 
than 150 fi refi ghters fought the inferno between 
the second story and the attic until around 5 pm, 
according to a rep from the fi re department.  Two 
fi refi ghters went to Maimonides Medical Center 
with non-life threatening injuries, and one civil-
ian who refused medical attention also sustained 
non-life threatening injuries . 

The building did not have a smoke alarm,  ac-
cording to the fi re department . 

BURNED
Firefi ghters battle Mapleton blaze, 

arrest contractor at the scene

RELENTLESS BLAZE: Firefi ghters battled a four-alarm fi re on 63rd Street between 19th and 20th 
avenues that started when a contractor illegally used a torch to install roofi ng material, according to 
the Fire Department. Photo by Paul Martinka

LUCKY TO BE ALIVE: Resident Bianca 
Leigh clutched her 10-year-old cat, Tylbba, 
who fi refi ghters rescued 40 minutes in to 
the fi re.  Photo by Paul Martinka

ALL HANDS: It took fi refi ghters two hours to stop the blaze.  Photo by Paul Martinka
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BY COLIN MIXSON
This policy has gone to pot.

The district attorney’s offi ce 
continues to prosecute the major-
ity of low-level weed-possession 
cases despite its pledge to stop 
trying petty pot disputes in 2014, 
and most defendants are people 
of color, according to a public de-
fender who called the so-called 
progressive policy a failure.

“If the stated goal was to stop 
arrests, or stop prosecuting the 
majority of marijuana offenses, it 
failed,” said Scott Hechinger, a se-
nior attorney and policy director 
at legal-advocacy group Brooklyn 
Defender Services.

Former District Attorney Ken 
Thompson told voters he wouldn’t 
prosecute Kings County stoners 
caught with 25 grams or less of 
the illicit herb amid his 2013 elec-
tion campaign against then-in-
cumbent Charles Hynes, stating 
the drug laws disproportionately 
affected people of color while at 
the same time bogged down the 
court system with cases that typ-
ically ended with “adjournment 
in contemplation of dismissal,” a 
ruling that lets defendants walk 
away with clean records as long 
as they stay out of trouble for a few 
months.

But the policy Thompson went 
on to institute before he died in of-
fi ce in 2014, which his successor 
District Attorney Eric Gonzalez 
continues to enforce, isn’t a blan-
ket pardon for everyone caught 
with a little wacky tobacky. 

The late prosecutor saddled the 
policy with several exceptions, al-
lowing the offi ce to purse charges 
against individuals found with 
minimal amounts of Mary Jane 
if the case involves a search war-
rant or if the defendant has prior 
arrests or criminal convictions; 
is smoking in public; is over 18; or 
has an open warrant.

And as a result, Gonzalez pros-
ecuted 82 percent of all small-time 
possession charges in 2016, ac-
cording to Hechinger, who said 
the district attorney pursued 
most of those cases as punishment 
for unrelated crimes, not pot pos-
session.

“If we’re just talking about 
marijuana, it shouldn’t matter 
what a person’s record is,” the 
lawyer said. “All that should mat-
ter is that they’re getting caught 
for smoking a substance that’s 
legalized in multiple states, and 
which the national consensus is 
that it should be legalized.”

But the legal eagle’s argument 
ignores the fact that weed-related 
arrests are way down as a direct 
result of Thompson’s policy, ac-
cording to a spokesman for Gon-
zalez, who said that fi gure plum-
meted from 12,000 in 2013 to 3,000 
last year, liberating thousands of 
smokers of color in that time.

“When the DA’s offi ce boldly 
implemented a new policy to de-
cline prosecution of most marijua-
na-possession cases in 2014, the 
arrest numbers signifi cantly de-
clined as a result, and the NYPD 
then followed our lead, dramati-
cally changing the way such cases 
are handled across the city,” said 
Oren Yaniv. “Marijuana arrests 
in Brooklyn dropped by about 75 
percent … successfully divert-
ing tens of thousands of people, 
mostly from poor communities of 
color, away from the criminal jus-
tice system.”

And for the most part, those of-
fenders cops continue to cuff fall 
within the policy’s exemptions, 
such as smoking pot on the street 
— a quality-of-life issue Gonza-
lez isn’t willing to ignore, Yaniv 
said.

“The majority of currently 
prosecuted cases don’t result in 
criminal convictions and fall out-
side the policy as they involve 
smoking in public and other ex-
ceptions,” he said.

Black and Hispanic Brook-
lynites, however, represent a dis-
proportionate amount of those 
still punished under Thompson’s 
drug policy, which largely spares 
White smokers, according to data 
from advocacy organization the 
Drug Policy Alliance.

In 2016, 32 percent of White de-
fendants’ cases were dropped, the 
data shows, compared to 18.4 per-
cent of Hispanics’ and 14.9 percent 
of Blacks’ — a difference that has 
remained relatively consistent 
since the late district attorney in-
stituted the policy in the summer 
of 2014, according to a Drug Policy 
Alliance member.

“Blacks and Hispanics 
are less likely to have their 
cases dropped,” said Christo-
pher Alexander. “The percent-
age that a certain racial group 
gets offered to drop the case is 
along racial lines.”

And although the district at-
torney dropped more petty-mar-
ijuana cases in general after en-
acting the policy in 2014, White 
defendants have since benefi tted 
the most under it, according to 

the Drug Policy Alliance’s data, 
which shows that 4.2 percent of 
White defendants’ cases were 
dropped in 2013, compared to 4.5 
percent of Blacks’ and 5.6 percent 
of Hispanics’.  

The reason for that is likely be-
cause the policy’s exemptions fa-
vor those living in more-affl uent, 
less-diverse communities, Hech-
inger said.

“The exceptions clearly were 
overly broad, and wound up mak-
ing it far easier for white people 
to fall outside them rather than 
the opposite,” he said. “When you 

look at people with histories of ar-
rest, they’re not committing more 
crimes, they’re arrested because 
there’s a higher police presence in 
neighborhoods inhabited by peo-
ple of color.”

A panel of experts — which 
includes Drug Policy Alliance 
members — that Gonzalez as-
sembled as part of his initiative 
to enact even more progressive 
legal reforms by 2020 will review 
the current pot-possession pol-
icy as part of that effort, and is 
expected to make recommenda-
tions that result in revisions to 

it, according to Yaniv.
“We will be revising our prac-

tices to reduce the number of mar-
ijuana prosecutions even further, 
and to promote practices that will 
alleviate racial inequalities,” he 
said.

But those reforms may not be 
necessary if Public Advocate Tish 
James has her way — the local 
elected joined a bevy of state and 
city lawmakers at a Tuesday press 
conference where she demanded 
New York State legalize weed, ar-
guing the move would lead to a 
“fairer justice system” for all.

Progressive pot policy is up in smoke
District Attorney’s pledge to ease up on smokers falls short, activists claim
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HASHING IT OUT: (Above) Data from 
the Drug Policy Alliance shows a ra-
cial disparity among those low-level 
weed-possession cases the district 
attorney’s offi ce declined to prosecute 
in 2016. (Left) District Attorney Ken 
Thompson, at podium — who set the 
so-called progressive policy before he 
died in 2014 — and his successor Eric 
Gonzalez, far right, are failing in their 
goal to stop prosecuting the majority 
of marijuana offenses, critics charge, 
leading some pols such as Public Ad-
vocate Tish James, far left, to call for 
legalizing the drug statewide.

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
Da

ni
el

le
 F

ur
fa

ro



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

AP
RI

L 2
2,

 2
01

8
4

Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on all 
types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & other 
benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This land ain’t their land — for 
long.

The city moved one step closer 
to bulldozing the ancient Gow-
anus Station building after Coun-
cil on April 11 approved use of 
eminent domain to seize its But-
ler Street lot and neighboring 
land to make way for two subter-
ranean sewage tanks the Feds’ 
require for their cleanup of the 
Gowanus Canal.

Local activists began fi ghting 
the plan to acquire the privately 
owned plot and its neighbor on 
Nevins Street as locations for the 
four- and eight-million-gallon 
tanks that will hold raw waste 
and storm water shortly after of-
fi cials kicked off the lengthy Uni-
form Land Use Review Procedure 
to authorize eminent domain — 
which means the land owners 
have to sell, but receive a market-
rate price.

Some impassioned Gowanu-
saurs recently went so far as to 
hold a candlelight vigil for the 
Station House on April 10, plead-
ing that it should be spared from 

the wrecking ball because it is 
architecturally and historically 
signifi cant after the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission chose 
not to designate it for preserva-
tion last year. 

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency offi cials leading the 
canal’s cleanse, however,  are still 
deciding whether or not to spare 
the structure from demolition  — a 
trump card they can pull because 
the land it sits on would be part of 
the federally managed Superfund 
site, according to an agency big-
wig in charge of the scrub.

But others applauded Council’s 
vote, since seizing the land for 
the sewage-storage tanks  could 
keep Gowanus’s beloved Double 
D swimming hole from closing 
for the entirety of what some ex-
pect to be a decade-long cleanup , 
after the Feds initially suggested 
using ground beneath the pool 
in Thomas Greene Playground 
— which also must be purged of 
chemicals in the project — as the 
site of the cisterns.  

“We are again in support of 
the solution that saves the park, 

which is an incredibly important 
community resource for the thou-
sands of residents that live north 
of the canal,” said Andrea Parker, 
the executive director of water-
way-advocacy group the Gow-
anus Canal Conservancy.

All members of the city’s leg-
islative body voted “aye” on the 
land-seizure proposal, except for 
Councilmen Brad Lander (D-
Gowanus), whose district encom-
passes part of the canal but wasn’t 
there to cast his ballot, and Ka-
lman Yeger (D–Midwood), who 
voted “nay.”

Parker and some other locals 
are still urging the city to at least 
save the 1913 structure’s facade, 
and transform the property above 
where offi cials intend to bury the 
tanks into a community space 
that tells visitors the history of 
the canal, she said.

“The building is gorgeous, it 
defi nitely speaks to a really im-
portant part of the neighbor-
hood,” Parker said. “It wouldn’t 
just be a piece of infrastructure 
— it would serve the larger needs 
of the neighborhood.”

But the use of eminent domain 
is not yet set in stone — Mayor De-
Blasio must fi rst sign off on the 
proposal, and the city still could 
strike a private deal with the 
landowners to buy the Butler and 
Nevins street parcels out right, 
Parker said.

And if the city doesn’t acquire 
the land by 2020, the Feds will 
move forward with their original 
plan to install the cisterns in the 
Double D’s grave.

Offi cials resorting to eminent 

domain has stirred controversy 
in the past — more than a decade 
ago, the state-led Empire State De-
velopment Corporation seized a 
massive swath of land in Prospect 
Heights to make way for developer 
Bruce Ratner’s massive Atlantic 
Yards project, which  polarizes lo-
cals to this day .

Reps for the Department of 
Environmental Protection — the 
city agency in charge of the acqui-
sition — did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

City poised to snatch Station

LOOKING GRIM: Council voted to approve the use of eminent domain to seize 
the Gowanus Station’s Butler Street lot and a neighboring parcel for the site of 
two underground sewage-storage tanks required for the federal cleanup of the 
Gowanus Canal. FIle photo by Jason Speakman

Council okays process to seize Gowanus plots for canal cleanse
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OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM THE RESPONSIBLE
INSURANCE COMPANY INCLUDING

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance

Rates Down While Maintaining
An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION

LEAVE ALL YOUR CONCERNS WITH US
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

FT HAMILTON PKY

CHURCH  AV

CATON AV

LYNDEN BLVD
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FLATBUSH

NEW
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SHOP

 We look forward to seeing you! We look forward to seeing you!

 Learn about exciting research opportunities, 
internships, and majors offered at York College.  
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with 
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

Accepted Students ReceptionAccepted Students Reception
Sunday, April 29th        Noon to 3 pm 

YORK COLLEGE! Atrium of the Academic Core Building,   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451.

Contact the Admissions Office by visiting  
www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169. 

Free parking is available for this event.

The Time is Now!The Time is Now! 
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS extends congratulations and invites all students 
accepted to York College for Fall 2018 to attend the
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They’re the unkindest cut of all.

The city isn’t doing enough to 
crack down on illegal curb cuts and 
driveways, which rob neighbors of al-
ready-limited street parking spaces, 
complain fed-up Bensonhurst resi-
dents. 

One born-and-bred neighborhood 
son said that locals have illegally cut 
their curbs and paved over their front 
lawns for as long as he can remem-
ber, but that the problem has gotten 
particularly out of hand over the past 
six months.  

“In an ideal world, it’s just about 
enforcing the rules — if you’re going 
to make these rules, and pretend they 
exist, and pretend there’s a reason for 
them, then enforce them,” said Filipp 
Zaborenko, who lives on 64th Street. 
“It’s not fair that I get a parking ticket 
if I block an illegal driveway, but if I 
damage city property [by destroying 
the curb], I can just ignore the ticket 
in the mail.” 

Residents have called in com-
plaints about 14 curb cuts on just one 
block of 66th Street between 20th and 
21st avenues, city records show. 

But inspectors from the Depart-
ment of Buildings only issued seven 
violations in response to those com-
plaints, even though only three of 
the 14 residences in question had 
permits for legal curb cuts on fi le at 
the time the complaints were lodged. 
Two of the violations resulted in $300 
fi nes that the owners paid, three 
were dismissed, and two are still 
open — including one issued last 
year with a $4,000 fi ne. The standard 
fi ne for an illegal curb cut is $800, 
but can be adjusted at the discretion 
of an administrative judge.

Locals have also called in six 
complaints of illegal parking on the 
block in the past four years, 311 re-
cords show, but there’s no way for 
traffi c enforcement offi cers to even 
know if a car on the street is legally 
parked or not since they don’t have 
a database indicating which drive-
ways are legitimate, according to po-
lice sources cited in  a February New 
York Post story on the topic , so resi-

dents often get tickets for blocking il-
legitimate driveways.

The police department did not 
respond to this paper’s repeated re-
quests for comment.

But Zaborenko said the problem 
isn’t limited to that one block. He said 
he’s seen what he believes are illegal 
driveways from 65th to 76th streets 
between 17th and 21st avenues, add-
ing that he once had to drive around 
looking for a spot for more than 90 
minutes one night last summer be-
fore he ultimately gave up, parked his 
car at a subway station, and took the 
train home. 

“This isn’t exactly a tourist des-
tination where parking should be a 
hot commodity seven days a week,” 
he said. 

Members of the local community 
board have heard complaints of ille-

gal curb cuts taking away parking in 
the neighborhood for nearly two de-
cades, according to the district man-
ager, who said that the Department 
of Buildings needs to hire more in-
spectors, and enforce more stringent 
punishments for offenders. 

“It’s an ongoing issue, it has 
been for many years,” said Marnee 
Elias-Pavila of Community Board 
11. “[The Department of Buildings] 
violations are more bark than bite — 
there needs to be teeth in the law.” 

Another local agreed that ho-
meowners fl out the rules because 
of weak penalties and lax enforce-
ment — even as street parking is at a 
higher premium than ever given the 
population surge caused by another 
neighborhood scoffl aw blight — ille-
gal conversions.

NOT COOL: Bensonhurst residents, including Jimmy Morris, are annoyed that their 
neighbors have been converting their front yards into illegal driveways — and eliminat-
ing street parking in the process — for the past two decades. Photo by Caroline Ourso

LEADING THE WAY: About 200 teens marched over the Brooklyn 
Bridge on Saturday to take a stand against violence affecting youth. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman 

Teens march against 
sexual harassment

BY JULIANNE CUBA
These teenagers took a stand 
by striding across the bor-
ough’s namesake span.

Hundreds of teens 
marched across the Brook-
lyn Bridge on April 14 to 
show support for activists de-
manding social reforms na-
tionwide. The impassioned 
youngsters rallied to lend 
their voices to the March 
For Our Lives, #MeToo, 
and #TimesUp movements 
against gun violence and 
sexual harassment, inspir-
ing fellow participants with 
their vision for a more equi-
table tomorrow, according to 
an adult who walked along-
side them.

“If we don’t back our 
youth, what is our future go-
ing to look like? They’re our 
doctors, senators, congress-
men,” said Bedford-Stuyve-
sant resident Alton Cumbo. 
“I’m very proud to stand side 
by side with these young peo-
ple marching and speaking 
out.”

The adolescents’ journey 
began Downtown at Cadman 
Plaza and Tillary Street, 
where entertainers includ-
ing singers Kat Capone and 

Lavender Gonzalez rallied 
the crowd before speakers 
shared stories about per-
sonal traumatic experiences 
with the audience.

The group then processed 
across the bridge, with some 
holding hands and others 
waving signs proclaiming 
“Don’t suffer in silence” and 
“Love not abuse. Speak up!” 
on their journey to the dis-
tant isle of Manhattan as 
part of the seventh-annual 
walk-a-thon staged by a local 
organization that aids abuse 
victims.

And this year’s event, 
which unfolded roughly a 
month after  teens walked out 
of classrooms across the bor-
ough as part of a national call 
for gun-law reform , came as 
young people are taking in-
creasingly active roles in 
demanding radical social 
change, an organizer said.

“Now is the time to shat-
ter the wall of darkness that 
has shrouded the issues of 
teen-dating violence, domes-
tic abuse, and gun violence, 
and bring to light solutions,” 
said Antonia Clemente, who 
works for The Healing Center, 
which is based in Brooklyn.

Driveway crime wave
Plague of illegal curb cuts erasing street parking

Continued on page 12
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 

to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 
Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-
ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-
form a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these opera-
tions are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 
country are racing to acquire and get 
trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands 
of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains how 

the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 
ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 
result of space travel: Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon 
here’s what they found: During the anti-
gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral 
discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken 
off your spine and discs. Even better — 
and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually 
sucks the herniated material back into the 

disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally 
have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, 
sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 
(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-
ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 
failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this 
new FDA approved solution to back pain 
or to set up an appointment for a free con-
sultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-
6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine Center, 
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM

WE SUPPORT
AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION’S 

GO RED 
FOR WOMEN

MOVEMENT
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Locals blasted city reps for 
forging ahead with plans to 
build a homeless shelter for 
women and children on  a 
site with a toxic history  at 
Community Board 13’s envi-
ronmental committee meet-
ing on April 16, calling for 
a city or state environmen-
tal agency to investigate the 
site. 

Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Is-
land) charged that the site 
couldn’t be fi t to house 
homeless families, given 
the determination by city 
and Federal Emergency 
Management Agency offi -
cials that it was too unsafe 
for the Ida G. Israel health 
clinic to reopen there after 
it was fl ooded in Hurricane 
Sandy. 

“My question is, if the 
[city] administration felt 
and was told by the federal 
government that this was 
not safe for a health clinic, 
what makes this safe now 
for families in shelter?” 
Treyger asked the reps. 

The Department of Home-
less Services’ deputy com-
missioner, Jackie Bray, and 
the Department of Social 
Services’ senior deputy gen-
eral counsel, Aaron Good-
man, met with about a dozen 
board members and locals 
earlier in the week to answer 
concerns raised about omis-
sions in the environmental 
assessment of the Neptune 
Avenue site between W. 22nd 
and W. 23rd streets. 

The city paid Aecom — 
a private engineering fi rm 
— to conduct the review. 
Local environmental activ-
ist Ida Sanoff fi rst fl agged 
the omissions — such as the 
site’s fl ooding during Hurri-
cane Sandy, and  prior lives 
as a dental clinic and a dye 
factory , among other wor-
ries — in a Nov. 27 letter to 
the state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation, 
the commissioner of the De-
partment of Homeless Ser-
vices, Treyger, and other of-
fi cials. 

Reps for shelter opera-
tor Women in Need — run 
by former Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn — were not 
at the meeting, and it wasn’t 
directly involved in the en-
vironmental assessment of 
the property, according to 
a spokesman, who said con-
struction would not begin 

until the area was deemed 
safe and the environmental 
assessment approved.

Bray and Goodman came 
armed with a nearly 100-
page binder of additional 
information about the as-
sessment which they said 
provided answers to the con-
cerns Sanoff raised — in-
cluding proof that levels of 
dangerous substances left 
over from the site’s past uses 
are either negligible or able 
to be mitigated. But Bray 
emphasized the agency’s fo-
cus was on the current state 
of the site, not its past. 

“We want to be transpar-
ent, we want to answer your 
questions, but the question 
for us is really not about 
what happened on the site 
previously — it’s, is it safe 
to develop the site now, and 
have we done the appropri-
ate testing to develop the 
site now?” she said. 

But when one board 
member asked if the agency 
had commissioned an inte-
rior inspection of the now-
empty structure to look 
for mold, Goodman said 
they hadn’t — and that he 
couldn’t guarantee there 
wasn’t mold contamination 
inside. 

“Whether there’s mold 
in the building, there may 
be, but there were recom-
mendations that were made 
by our contractor around 
air quality and particulate 
emissions … [this informa-
tion] talks about some rec-
ommendations around how 
to mitigate against that,” he 
said.  

Asked about why the 
city moved the clinic after 
Sandy, Bray said the rea-
son was that the structure 
would have needed to be el-
evated, because  it’s located 
in a fl ood zone , and that the 
city couldn’t do so at the time 
because it was leasing the 
building from a landlord. 

But Treyger said that 
explanation contradicted 
what he was told by the city, 
which was that federal gov-
ernment said the toxins — 
stirred up by the fl ooding — 
made the site unsafe.

“If what you’re saying 
was accurate, then I was 
misled or lied to by the ad-
ministration, because I was 
told that the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
told the city of New York 

SMELLS FISHY: Local say the city still hasn’t come clean about a toxic site in Coney Island where it plans to open a homeless shelter.
 File photo by Georgine Benvenuto

More questions than answers on toxic shelter site

Continued on page 12

Balvenie 12 Doublewood - $10.50
Suggested beer pairing: Warsteiner Pilsener

Balvenie 14 Caribbean Cask - $11.50
Suggested beer pairing: Hofbräu Hefeweizen

Balvenie 15 Sherry Cask Single Barrel - $15.50
Suggested beer pairing: Hofbräu Original

Balvenie 21 Year Portwood - $29.50
Suggested beer pairing: Hofbräu Dunkel

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  •  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  •  ZumStammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
presentand

3 Dram Flight Balvenie 12 Doublewood, Balvenie 14 
Caribbean Cask, Balvenie 15 Sherry Oak.$31.00

Dram and Draft pairings have been made by Balvenie based on the 
complimentary character of the Drams and Beers in this menu.
Follow these pairings or create your own according to your own tastes. 

Join Us Every Thursday

Dram & Draft
PLUSCheck out on our entirenew selection of whiskey!Prices include: 1 glass of beer and 1 dram of whiskey.

– 6pm to Close –
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We’ll help you make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
-How can I protect assets  
from the government?

-How can I save myself from  
expensive nursing home bills?

-How can I spare my loved ones  
from the difficulties of probate?

One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars 
to learn about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays 

at 6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

                        

MON. APR. 23rd

BROOKLYN
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Cafe

7717 Third Avenue

WED. APR. 25th

BROOKLYN
SHEEPSHEAD BAY
11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM

Buckley’s
2926 Avenue S

THUR. APR. 26th

BROOKLYN
PARK SLOPE
11 AM & 3 PM

The Montauk Club
25 Eighth Avenue
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI
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CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized
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City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 10
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

plans to perform while 
cross-undressed as Batman 
villain the Riddler. 

For instance, she is 
looking forward to watch-
ing Seattle’s Trixie Pa-
prika portray the know-
it-all Hermione from the 
“Harry Potter” books, and 
seeing Oakland’s Boys-
inberry Cupcake play an 
Ewok from “Return of the 
Jedi,” she said.

“Both of those acts are 
really perfect nerdlesque 
acts — they’re really strong 
characterizations, and the 
music choices are fun,” she 
said. 

“My favorite thing is to 
take something that you 
wouldn’t think is sexy and 
have fun with it. What it 
demonstrates is that what 
we’re told is sexy and what 
is sexy are different — 
what is sexy is having con-
fi dence and fun and enjoy-
ing your life.”

In addition to the perfor-
mances, the weekend will 
feature networking ses-
sions, critiques, and classes 
for aspiring stage queens, 
including a “wiggle work-
shop and workout” and a 

class on fully embodying 
your character — the lat-
ter taught by Park Slope 
burlesque legend Nasty Ca-
nasta, who wants perform-
ers to make their portray-
als unique. 

“My biggest criteria for 
nerdlesque is that people 
are actually adding some-
thing to the character — a 
lot of what I try to do with 
my own performance and 
encourage in performers I 
work with is to go beyond 
the obvious, ‘I dressed like 
the character and took off 
the costume,’ ” said Ca-
nasta, who will also host 

the Saturday night show. 
“How do you make this 
your own thing?”

Lucy said the event is 
a great gathering for per-
formers who want to join 
others and let their freak 
fl ag fl y.

“As burlesque grows, it’s 
harder to be a community, 
and the best thing we can 
do is create the community 
that we want,” she said. 

Nerdlesque Festival at 
Coney Island USA (1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street 
in Coney Island, www.then-
erdlesquefest.com). April 
27–29. $30 ($55 both nights)

Continued from page 1 

STRIP

NERD OUT: (Above) Maso Kiss, who performed as the heroic Sir Didymous from “Labyrinth” at the 
Nerdlesque Festival last year, will return to the Coney Island event with a routine inspired by the pro-
fessional wrestler Demon King. (Below) Lefty Lucy, the executive producer of the Nerdlesque Festival, 
performed as Kitty Pryde from the X-Men at last year’s festival.    Photo by Honey Beavers

younger Mulzac drove to 
the house on July 13, 2017, 
tied her neck and feet with 

electric cords, and robbed 
her before leaving her to 
die as he drove back to Mas-
sachusetts. Video footage 
and witness accounts con-
nected him to the crime. 

He was arrested the fol-
lowing August for assault 
in Massachusetts and then 
extradited to Brooklyn, ac-
cording to the attorney’s 
offi ce.

MURDER
Continued from page 1 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406

rier, Brooklyn Graphic, 
the Park Slope Courier, 
and the Bay News. 

The top prize for front-
page design went to the 
Bay Ridge Courier, which 
also earned a second-
place honor for Best Cov-
erage of Elections or Poli-
tics. And the Mill Marine 
Courier received an hon-
orable mention for cover-
age of the environment 
— something Editor-in-
Chief Vince DiMiceli said 
was particularly impor-
tant — thanks to a story 
about an oil spill in Gra-
vesend Bay.

“News about the envi-
ronment starts at the local 
level,” DiMiceli said. “For 
some reason, Big Media 
tends to miss the ‘little sto-
ries’ that actually have an 
affect on their readers. But 
thanks to great local news 
reporters — the bedrock of 
our democracy — these sto-
ries get told.”

In this case, those local 
reporters included Juli-
anne McShane and former 
reporter Caroline Spivack.

Stacked up against com-
petition from 156 news-
papers across the Empire 
State, judges cited Bay 
Ridge Courier editors and 
designers — including 
DiMiceli, Deputy Editor 
Bill Egbert, and page de-
signer John Napoli — for 
their ability to draw read-
ers in with great photos, ex-
cellent graphic design, and 
punchy headlines.

“Strong headlines sup-
ported by good art,” the 
judges wrote when describ-
ing the covers.

Winning submissions 
included a cover designed 
by Napoli in which Mayor 

DeBlasio is dressed as 
a bellhop for a story 
about Hizzoner’s plan to 
house homeless people in 
nearby hotels. That, com-
bined with the capital-
lettered headline “BILL-
HOP” floating over it 
caught the eye of judges. 
A second front page an-
nounced the controver-
sial sale of an old orphan-
age in Dyker Heights to 
developers with the bold-
faced “GOING, GOING … 
GONE!” followed by bul-
leted sub-heads driving 
home the news and its sig-
nificance.

DiMiceli said he was 
proud of the work being 
done by his excellent staff 
week after week.

“It is wonderful to get 
a tip of the hat for getting 
that job done right, ensur-
ing readers get the news 
packaged for them in a way 
only newspapers can,” he 
said. 

On top of that award, 
Bay Ridge Courier report-
ers Julianne Cuba and 
McShane earned a second-
place prize for their cover-
age of the race to replace 
term-limited Councilman 
Vincent Gentile.

“Because of the infl ux of new peo-
ple coming in, rooms being divided 
and stuff like that, everybody’s got a 
car and that becomes an issue,” said 
Jimmy Morris of 64th Street, who has 
lived in the neighborhood for two de-
cades. “I think they understand the 
rules, but they just know that there’s 
things they can get away with and 
they try to circumvent the rules until 
something does happen.” 

The district’s former councilman 
Vincent Gentile introduced two dif-
ferent bills to implement stronger reg-
ulations and punishments for illegal 
driveways and curb cuts  in 2006   and 
again  in 2007 , but neither ever made it 
to the Council fl oor for a vote. 

A spokesman from the buildings 
department said that the agency’s 500 
inspectors crosscheck city records 
with their observations at the scenes 
of potentially illegal curb cuts and 
driveways after locals call in com-
plaints to 311, and that they issue vi-
olations if there were no records of 
curb-cut permits for the property. 
And if police ticket a car parked in 
front of a driveway, the driver can 
use the buildings agency’s website to 
check if the property had a curb cut 
violation, which they can then use as 
evidence to dispute their ticket, the 
rep said. 

AWARDS DRIVEWAYS

that this was not a safe site,” he said. 
Goodman and Bray promised they to 

follow up with the city Health and Hospi-
tals system to learn more about the deci-
sion to move the health clinic. 

Treyger demanded a written explana-
tion detailing the decision, plus a determi-
nation on the history and safety of the site 
from “any actual environmental agencies 
credentialed in this type of work,” rather 
than a hired private fi rm. He also said that 
he wanted clarifi cation over concerns about 
demolishing the bakery housed in the struc-
ture, and more details on how the planned 
community space would be developed.

“There’s a lot of follow-up that has to 
happen from this meeting, I have to tell 
you,” he said. 

SHELTER

OUTRAGED: Councilman Mark Treyger is not 
happy with the answers he’s getting from the 
city about its plans to build a family shelter on a 
toxic site.    Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

CHEERED: Our award-winning 
story in the Mill-Marine Cou-
rier.

Continued from page 6 Continued from page 1 

Continued from page 8 

April 7–13, 2017 Including Canarsie Digest

SERVING BERGEN BEACH, CANARSIE, GEORGETOWN, MARINE PARK & MILL BASIN

FREE

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Sometimes less is more.

Furniture retailer  Ray-
mour and Flanigan is moving 
to a new location  and plans 
to cut the number of parking 
spaces there by half — but 
don’t worry, the store’s lawyer 
told Community Board 18, the 
new place will still have more 
spots than the current loca-
tion.

“There is a dramatic in-
crease in the parking, and 
that’s with the reduction,” 
said attorney Ariel Holzer at 
the March 15 meeting. 

Plans are to reduce the 
number of spots at the new site 
from 144 to 72, but that will 
still provide more than three 
times the amount of parking 
than the store’s existing 22-
car lot.

Raymour and Flanigan 
leases its current Flatbush Av-
enue space between Avenues 
U and V, but the mattress and 
furniture store will own the 
building it plans to construct 
from the ground up between 
Avenue V and Hendrickson 
Place. It plans to rent out the 
ground fl oor to other retailers, 
but cannot say which ones are 
in talks, a spokeswoman said. 

The current lease ends in 
2018, and store offi cials are 
looking forward to a more per-
manent home in the commu-
nity, said the company’s real 
estate development director. 

“That showroom is owned 
by someone else, we are the 
tenant there. But we love this 
neighborhood, and we love 
being good neighborhoods in 
this neighborhood, and we 
love selling furniture in this 
neighborhood,” said Adam Fu-
marola. “We’re really excited 
about this new building.”

The store plans to hire lo-

BY CAROLINE SPIVACK
A Gravesend oil distributor 
spilled 27,000 gallons of fuel 
into Gravesend Bay overnight 
on March 30. 

Bayside Fuel Oil Depot 
Corporation on Shore Park-
way near Bay 38th Street ac-
cidentally dumped enough oil 
to fi ll fi ve 15-foot round swim-
ming-pools at around 2:45 am 
when a worker transferring 
oil to two 150,000-gallon tanks 
from a barge left his post and 
the containers overfl owed, ac-
cording to a report by the fed-
eral Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. 

The fuel initially pooled on 
the soil and gradually seeped 
down into the bay, and offi cials 
say they observed an oil sheen 
migrating deeper into the bay 
even after a fl oating barrier 
— known as a boom — was de-
ployed to curb the slick.

A company spokesman said 
the spill was an avoidable act 
of incompetence, but claimed 
workers did what they could 
to stop the bleeding as quickly 
as possible.

“It was human error. We 
learn from every experience 
we go through, but we imme-
diately reported it to the state 
Department of Environmental 

Furniture 
store to slash 

parking at 
new location

Fuel fl ows 
into bay

OIL SPILL IN 
GRAVESEND 

A league of their own
Kings Bay Little League players Jordan Regis, Sean Rojas, Justin Encalada, and Anthony Wilson get 
ready to play ball after the organization’s parade through the neighborhood on April 2.  For more on 
the day, see page 4. Photo by Jon Farina 

Continued on page 12Continued on page 12
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TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com
CATERING & VENUES
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn  (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com 
BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Avenue, Fort Totten
Bayside NY 11359
(718) 352-1548
email: siterental@baysidehistorical.org 
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HOLIDAY INN
39-05 29th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
(718 707-3700
www.holidayinnmanhattanview.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094  www.panashnyc.com  
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com
SHERATON BROOKLYN NY HOTEL
Contact Stephanie Mendez, Sales Mgr
(917) 281-5550 
stephanie.mendez@sheratonbrooklynnewyork.com
SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
(718) 670-7408  sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
sheratonlaguardiaeast.com
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net

SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street  TriBeCa, New York City
(212) 941-7661
www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue 
Queens, NY  (718) 805-8500
ENTERTAINMENT
HARRY’S HABANA HUT
214-09 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-5049
www.harryshabanahut.com 
ND CIGARS INC. AKA LA CASA GRANDE CIGARS
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com
FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com
JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a
Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com
LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
M&V LIMOUSINES LTD.
1-800-498-5788
1117 Jericho Tpke, Commack, NY (631) 543-0908
151 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, NY 
(516) 921-6845
535 8th Ave., 3rd Flr., NY, NY 
(646) 757-9101  www.mvlimo.com 
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Servicing the Tri- State Area, (718) 816-9475
www.sophisticatedlimousines.com
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke  Franklin Sq., NY 11010
11 Michael Avenue  Farmingdale, NY 11735
Offi  ce: 516-352-3188 Joe Cell: 516-445-8054
Peter Cell: 516-343-6662 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com
ZAKAS PHOTOGRAPHY
info@zakasphotography.com
www.zakasphotography.com
REAL ESTATE
DREAM HOUSE REALTY
7505 15th Avenue Brookyn, NY 11228
(718) 837–2121, carolynctrp@aol.com
Carolyn Trippe, Lic. RE Broker
SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com
SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
KHROM DERMATOLOGY & AESTHETICS
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl. Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 866-3616,  www.josephlichterdds.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.khromMD.com
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com
TRAVEL
JOLYN TRAVEL
(718) 232-3139  (917) 797-7341
WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
277 Tarrytown Rd.,White Plains, NY 10607
(914) 607-7799
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 618-7666  www.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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agency would allow the 
 Parks Department to rip 
up the walkway’s beloved 
boards in favor of cheaper 
materials once the Board-
walk was landmarked . 

“We want the Boardwalk 
to be a boardwalk — not a 
cement road, not a plastic 
promenade, a real board-
walk, made of real boards 
— of wood — just as it al-
ways was and should be,” 
said Christabel Gough, sec-
retary of the Society for the 
Architecture of the City. 

“Everyone who has 
asked for the Boardwalk to 
be protected wants it to be 
protected from regrettable, 
wrongful decisions from 
the Parks Department.”

Gough joined four other 
preservation advocates 
plus Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island) 
and a rep for Councilman 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheep-
shead Bay) at the hearing 
on the distant isle of Man-
hattan, all of whom empha-
sized their support for land-
marking the Boardwalk 
ahead of the commission’s 
May 15 vote on whether or 
not to calendar it, the fi rst 
formal step in the designa-
tion process. 

The agency recom-
mended the Boardwalk for 
scenic landmark status, 
which would protect its 
existence as a landscape 
and the general param-
eters of its physical pres-
ence — including its length 
and width, according to a 
spokeswoman — but not 
the wooden surface itself, 

parts of which have al-
ready been replaced with 
concrete and recycled plas-
tic beginning in 2009. 

But one local said offi -
cials at the Parks Depart-
ment — which has juris-
diction over the Boardwalk 
— are more akin to devel-
opers than preservation-
ists, because they prefer the 
$126-per-square-foot con-
crete to the $144-per-square-
foot wood, which he argued 
destroys the character of 
the Boardwalk.

“The material of the 
Boardwalk — its wooden 
nature — is absolutely cen-
tral to its identity and its 
use and its experience by 
those who have used it for 
generations,” said Andrew 
Sillen, who lives in Mid-
wood. “The wood is an in-
tegral part of the Board-
walk, and it’s under threat. 
We are concerned that the 
Parks Department does not 
take these things under ac-
count.” 

Another local who has 
helped lead the years-long 
fi ght to protect the wood 
said that the idea that the 
city could rip up the Board-
walk’s planks after land-
marking the structure 
constituted “a perverse 
construction of the notion 
of preservation.” 

“The designation can 
only hold meaning if it 
comes with the inherent 
protection of the Board-
walk as what it has always 
been and should be con-
served as: a unique pedes-
trian entity with wooden 
boards,” said Rob Burstein, 
head of the Coney-Brighton 
Boardwalk Alliance. “Any-
thing less would be to deny 

the unique character of this 
Boardwalk, and thus void 
the designation.” 

Reps from the Historic 
Districts Council and the 
New York Landmarks Con-
servancy also testifi ed to 
their concerns over the fu-
ture of the material of the 
Boardwalk. Councilman 
Treyger said he was “em-
phatically in favor” of the 
designation, saying that 
it would allow locals more 
oversight if and when the 
city wanted to change its 
material structure, and 
adding that landmark sta-
tus would also protect it 
if it were washed away by 
hurricanes or superstorms 
such as 2012’s Sandy. 

“Designating the 
Riegelmann Boardwalk as 
a scenic landmark affords 
additional protections for 
substantial changes to this 
icon in New York City and 
American history,” he said. 
“With the increasing threat 
of climate change, land-
marking the Boardwalk 
will help ensure it exists in 
perpetuity.”

A rep for Councilman 
Deutsch said the pol’s of-
fi ce would be happy to in-
form the Parks Department 
where it could fi nd sustain-
able hardwood sources in 
Central and South Amer-
ica. 

But if the landmarks 
agency granted the Board-
walk scenic landmark sta-
tus, it would only act in an 
advisory capacity in reg-
ulating and maintaining 
the Boardwalk, with the 11-
member city Public Design 
Commission having fi nal 
say in maintenance and 
material matters.

PLANKS

BYE, BOARDWALK: The Parks Department has already started destroying the Boardwalk. 
 File photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Continued from page 1 
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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