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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
He’s written a book that 
spans the years!

A comic book writer has 
turned from superheroics to 
history, penning a graphic 
novel about the construc-

tion of the Brooklyn Bridge 
and the true story behind 
the husband-and-wife duo 
who raised the steel. Writer 
Peter Tomasai, best known 
for writing about heroes 
Green Lantern and Bat-

man and Robin, said that 
he was drawn to the story of 
Washington and  Emily Roe-
bling  when he fi rst heard 
about it in the 1990s, but he 
was spurred to write “The 

BY COLIN MIXSON
They want to bury this contro-
versy once and for all.

The top brass at a local grave-
yard will meet with critics seeth-
ing over a plan to adorn the ne-
cropolis with a polarizing statue 
that city offi cials banished from 
public display.

A Green-Wood Cemetery 
rep said its leaders organized 
the meeting to ensure they are 
“good neighbors” to  residents 
who blasted them   for welcom-
ing the likeness of 19th-century 
gynecologist J. Marion Sims  — 
who conducted experiments on 
black female slaves — which the 
mayor proposed banishing from 
a Manhattan park as part of the 
 citywide monument review  he 
staged last year after protests 
over the removal of a statue of 
Confederate General Robert E. 
Lee from a park in Charlottes-
ville, Va.  turned deadly .

The sit-down will be the fi rst 
time bigwigs at the privately run 
boneyard directly address the 
issue with its neighbors, many 
of whom complained that their 
opinions weren’t sought in the 
decision to bring the statue to the 

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Four Bay Ridgites have cre-
ated a podcast focusing on 
Bay Ridge’s past and pres-
ent after last year’s divisive 
Council race fueled discus-
sions about what — and 

who — made up the “old 
neighborhood.” 

The founders of  Ra-
dio Free Bay Ridge  were 
inspired to highlight the 
neighborhood’s rich his-

Continued on page 15

Continued on page 10Continued on page 6

Mayor: ‘No plan’ 
for trash hauler 
that has killed 
pedestrians

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Whatever it takes to get the job 
done.

Mayor DeBlasio is okay with 
the city’s multi-million-dollar 
business with private-sanitation 
company Action Carting, whose 
drivers have hit and killed fi ve 
people in the last decade, accord-
ing to his spokesman.

“There are no plans to sever 
contracts with the company at 
this time,” said Eric Phillips. 
“The mayor does not have a per-
sonal opinion about this com-
pany.”

Phillips relayed his boss’s 
comments after Hizzoner — while 
taking questions at an unrelated 
press conference on April 12 — 
said he wasn’t aware of the trash 
collector’s  history of reckless-
ness on the road , and promised 
to look into it in order to form an 

Continued on page 15

Ryan De Remer and Luke Woodard say that their new coffee shop in Park Slope will have the laid-back energy of 
their native Australia.  For the story, see page 10. Caleb Caldwell

SWING HIGH: An engineer 
demonstrates the strength 
of the wire cables stretched 
between the towers.

STILL IN ACTIONCemetery 
statue fi ght 

heats up

Graphic novel tells story 
of B’klyn Bridge assembly 

Podcast’s quest 
is to defi ne Ridge
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PASTARIA

Find us on     Facebook &     Instagram

     Specializing in homemade
     pasta & grandma-style pizza

We are now accepting reservations for Mother’s Day 

Inquire within now!  

917.444.3043

B Q B82B7

SPRING INTO YOUR 
SUMMER BODY NOW!

HERE’S WHY IT WORKS
1.  Releases Energy from Your Fat Cells
2.  Reduces Cravings & Fatigue
3.  Lose up to 1 lb Per Day Eating Real Food
4.  Prevents Hunger, Headaches & Irritability
5.  One-on-One Personal Support
6.  Medical Experts
7.  Long Term Weight Loss Success
8.  No Exercise Required

Every Angle

The ELITE PROTOCOL

BY JULIANNE CUBA
He lapped this s--- up!

An environmentally conscious dare-
devil once again swam the dank Gowanus 
Canal on April 22 in a stunt to raise aware-
ness for Mother Nature on Earth Day.

And the water smelled just as pungent 
as he remembered — despite claims that its 
 levels of feces decreased over recent years  
— according to the activist-athlete, who 
in 2015 set a record as  the fi rst person to 
swim the length of the toxic canal  and once 
described paddling in it as “swimming 
through a dirty diaper.”

“I could smell poop and gas, and I 
bumped into trash,” said  Christopher 
Swain . “You can see visible sewage, and a 
rainbow sheen on the water from the oil.”

Swain said he dove back into the 1.8-
mile waterway tainted by chemicals, raw 
sewage,  sexually transmitted diseases , 
and  animals’ corpses  to encourage a speed-
ier cleanup of the canal  roughly 18 months 
after Environmental Protection Agency of-
fi cials began its federally led scrub , which 
has already faced  delays .

“People say it’s crazy I’m swimming in 
here, but what’s crazy is that it is not clean 
enough to swim in — and I’ll keep going un-
til it is,” he said. “I’m proposing a pristine 
waterway, one safe for swimming every 
day. We got a long way to go.”

Brooklyn’s toxic avenger — who fl oated 
through other contaminated channels in-
cluding  Newtown Creek  and the  East River  

following his fi rst successful canal swim 
— covered his body in petroleum jelly and 
threw on a protective drysuit, earplugs, a 
silicone cap, gloves, boots, and goggles be-
fore taking to the muck, where he propelled 
himself from the Hamilton Street Bridge to 
the Third Street Bridge as a kayaker pad-
dled close behind to monitor his progress.

Elsewhere on the Gowanus Canal, the 
Feds recently restarted a pilot program 
to dredge the so-called black mayonnaise 
from its fl oor and then cap the ground to 
prevent further chemicals from seeping in. 
And offi cials are in the process of creating 
signs warning local anglers of the  dangers 
of eating fi sh hooked in its murky waters .

WASHING OFF: Swain rinsed himself with clean 
water after his swim in the fetid canal. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman 

His mucky day!
Activist returns to canal for Earth Day dip

GOING GREEN: Daredevil Christopher Swain, left, fl oated through Gowanus Canal on April 22 in a stunt 
to encourage a speedier cleanup of the contaminated waterway.  Photo by Jason Speakman 
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
This farm is planting new roots!

Members of a Clinton Hill co-op-
erative market are clinking glasses 
of kombucha because do-gooders 
donated enough cash for the store to 
set up shop inside a new space after 
its landlord sold its current build-
ing last month.

“We’re very excited — we want 
to make it better, more welcoming, 
and a real home,” said Lindsay Re-
ichart, a manager and member of 
the  Greene Hill Food Co-op , who 
lives in Bedford-Stuyvesant.

Leaders of the 10-year-old mar-
ket — which enjoyed 15 minutes of 
fame when television series “Broad 
City” and its star Abbi Jacobson 
fi lmed inside the store for a recent 
season — are reconfi guring its 
aisles and designing new displays 
to make their next spot even more 
shopper-friendly than the Putnam 
Avenue space they’re vacating, ac-
cording to Reichart.

“We’re hoping to make it much 
more clear and accessible by incor-
porating a lot of signage for mem-
bers,” she said. 

Co-op chiefs feared the worst for 
their organic-produce emporium 
when their landlord slipped them 
the eviction notice, and quickly 

started an  online fund-raising cam-
paign  to raise green for a move, 
which received almost $40,000 since 
it launched in March.

And the foodies hope to collect 
even more cash to help cover the 

cost of bringing new refrigerators, 
coolers, and shelves of fresh fruits 
and veggies to the market’s future 
home inside an old furniture store 
on Fulton Street between Classon 
Avenue and Claver Place, accord-
ing to Reichart.

“We hit our minimum goal, but 
we still hope to surpass $50,000,” 
she said. “It’s a great location, but it 
needs quite a bit of work.”

Loyal patrons of Greene Hill 
Food Co-op — which now boasts 
more than 300 members, some of 
whom also belong to Brooklyn’s 
original bastion of socialist shop-
ping, the  Park Slope Food Co-op  — 
are hosting an April 30 fund-rais-
ing bash featuring live music, food, 
and an auction at a Clinton Hill bar, 
which they hope will rake in the 
extra money needed for the new lo-
cation’s transformation, Reichart 
said.

“We’re looking forward to rais-
ing another chunk of funds to con-
tribute to our buildout of Greene 
Hill 2.0,” she said.

Greene Hill Food Co-op fund-
raiser at C’mon Everybody (325 
Franklin Ave. between Clifton Place 
and Greene Avenue in Clinton Hill) 
on April 30 from 7:30 pm to 11 pm. 
$20.

RESTOCKING: Greene Hill Food Co-op member Lindsay Reichart said she is looking forward to opening the store inside its new 
space in June. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s the number-two time offi -
cials pooped on this promot-
er’s party. 

The city pulled the plug on 
an April 21 bash planned for 
the bottom fl oor of a Prospect-
Lefferts Gardens residential 
building, denying the host’s 
second round of permit ap-
plications the day before the 
event.

Promoter Sonic Jungle 
— whose  attempt to throw 
a rager at the then in-con-
struction 510 Flatbush Ave. 
last year was foiled  when this 
newspaper reported the out-
fi t lacked the necessary per-
mits — cancelled its so-called 
“eco-fashion show” hours be-
fore the soirée after the Brook-
lyn head of the Department of 
Buildings refused to allow the 
party on a “bullshit technical-
ity,” according to organizers.

“They never mentioned the 
issue ever to us, when we fi rst 
applied,” said Andrew Goldin, 
founder of Sonic Jungle. “Our 
architect could’ve fi xed it any 
moment.”

But the Buildings Depart-
ment’s Brooklyn Borough 
Commissioner rejected the 
promoter’s second request 
because the booze and live-
music-packed affair defi ed 
regulations that stipulate the 
mixed-use building’s ground 
fl oor be reserved for a medi-
cal offi ce, according agency 
spokeswoman Abigail Kunitz, 
who said its fi rst application 
had the same problem.

Many residents, however, 
cheered news of the last-min-
ute cancellation, after claim-
ing their landlord refused to 
share any information about 
the bash leading up to it.

“Members of the tenants 
association were pretty happy 
it wasn’t happening,” said 
Jonathan Boucher. “We fore-
saw a lot of issues that weren’t 
addressed in terms of security 
and things like that.”

Sonic Jungle originally ad-
vertised the party as an over-
night extravaganza from 8 
pm to 6 am that would feature 
reiki-healing ceremonies, 
a mystic-tea lounge, guided 
meditations, an immersive ar-
omatherapy experience, and 
a room full of fancy rocks, ac-
cording Goldin.

“We’re going to have a re-
ally cool crystal room, with 

big crystals where people can 
sit around, meditate, and feel 
the power of the earth,” he 
said.

Tickets to the  wellness 
rager  — which the promoters 
also billed as an “Earth Week-
end” fund-raiser for Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden — included 
$100 Sustainability Superstar 
and $1,500 Eco Warrior passes, 
the latter buying revelers ad-
mission along with an herbal 
elixir, a private sound-medita-
tion session, private tours of 
a “secret underground street-
art project,” a 30-minute mas-
sage, and two bottles of either 
mescal, rosé, Champagne, 
Grey Goose, or Patron.

But the hosts lacked the 
necessary permits days before 
the event, according to a De-
partment of Buildings spokes-
woman, who said the agency 
rejected the promoter’s initial 
application for a Temporary 
Place of Assembly certifi cate 
required for the bash — and 
for the pop-up gallery Sonic 
Jungle intended to run in the 
space for three months follow-
ing it — because the roughly 
2,631 folks the promoter 
planned for far surpassed the 
spot’s occupancy limit of a few 
dozen people.

Goldin fi rst claimed the 
Buildings Department re-
ceived his second request 
more favorably, assuring on 
April 19 that it just needed a 
sign-off — and that the State 
Liquor Authority, which 
didn’t authorize serving booze 
at Sonic Jungle’s failed 2017 
bash, did issue him a permit 
this year, which an authority 
rep confi rmed.

No-fun zone

FOILED AGAIN: Sonic Jungle can-
celled its planned April 21 rager at 
510 Flatbush Ave. because the city 
refused to sign off on the neces-
sary permits — for the second year 
in a row.

Fresh life for market
Clinton Hill food co-op raises funds to relocate

NEW DIGS: The co-operative store is 
leaving its Putnam Avenue location 
(above) for a new home on Fulton Street, 
which members hope will be even more 
customer friendly after a renovation. 
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell

City again snubs promoter’s PLG bash
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

July 19, 2015
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Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

BY NOAH HURO

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publica

& TELL

July 12, 2015
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Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

onx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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WOMAN ATTACKED ON HOLLYWOOD AVE.

‘25 Women’ feted at Scavello’s

Country Club Clean-up
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Continued on Page 4Former Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi dies at 97

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They had a goofball! 

Funnyman Tracy Morgan returned to 
his native Bedford-Stuyvesant on April 17 
to snip the opening-day ribbon at a pair of 
revamped basketball courts in the neigh-
borhood’s Marcy Playground.

And debuting the spruced-up hoops in 
the green space where he once shed his 
own sweat and tears as a youngster made 
for a sweet homecoming, according to the 
famous comedian.

“I actually cut my fi nger once on a 
glass bottle here, and the blood I spilled 
on the court was for these kids,” Morgan 
said. “This is for Brooklyn. It makes me so 
happy.”  

Television network Turner Broadcast-
ing System and bigwigs at its  new series  
“The Last O.G.” — in which the “Saturday 
Night Live” alum stars as a Kings Coun-
ty–born ex-con named Tray, who, after 15 
years in prison, is released to fi nd his bor-
ough newly gentrifi ed — handed $215,000 to 
the Parks Department to fully fund the ren-
ovation of the courts, which hadn’t been 
fi xed in a decade.

The cash covered laying new asphalt, 
installing fresh backboards, and the paint-
ing of a mural designed by artist Askew 
One, according to information from the 
agency.

Morgan, who grew up in the public 
Marcy Houses next door to the park, cele-
brated the opening day with several local 

offi cials, including Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Councilman Robert Cornegy, Parks De-
partment chief Mitchell Silver, and Bor-
ough President Adams — who shared a 
warm embrace with the guest of honor, and 
thanked him for not forgetting where he 
came from.  

“Brooklyn is proud to welcome back 
one of its most famous sons, and we’re even 
prouder that he’s giving back in a real way 
to the community that raised him,” Adams 
said.

LIVE FROM BROOKLYN: “Saturday Night Live” alum Tracy Morgan, second from right, cuts the ribbon 
to celebrate Marcy Playground’s new basketball courts alongside Borough President Adams and Parks 
Department Commissioner Mitchell Silver. Photo by Jason Speakman 

PAL’IN AROUND: Morgan hams it up with Captain 
Victoria Perry from the 79th Precinct during a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate new bas-
ketball courts at Marcy Playground.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman 

Big shot gives back
Comedian Tracy Morgan opens new court 
at park in his native Bedford–Stuyvesant
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 We look forward to seeing you! We look forward to seeing you!

 Learn about exciting research opportunities, 
internships, and majors offered at York College.  
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with 
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

Accepted Students ReceptionAccepted Students Reception
Sunday, April 29th        Noon to 3 pm 

YORK COLLEGE! Atrium of the Academic Core Building,   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451.

Contact the Admissions Office by visiting  
www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or by calling 718-262-2169. 

Free parking is available for this event.

The Time is Now!The Time is Now! 
PRESIDENT MARCIA V. KEIZS extends congratulations and invites all students 
accepted to York College for Fall 2018 to attend the

BY ADAM LUCENTE
They’re going to shove 
off!

The infamous booze 
cruises are fi nally get-
ting the heave-ho from 
Sheepshead Bay, and even 
though the mayor’s prom-
ise to remove all the party 
boats before this summer 
was only half-kept, the pols 
pushing for the change re-
joiced at the news.

“This is a long-awaited, 
gratifying victory for a 
community that has put 
up with numerous quali-
ty-of-life and public-safety 
issues for many years,” 
said Assemblyman Steven 
Cymbrowitz (D–Sheep-
shead Bay).

Cymbrowitz and Coun-
cilman Chaim Deutsch 
(D–Sheepshead Bay), 
who has also worked on 
the party boat issue, an-
nounced on April 24 that 

the party boats would 
be leaving the otherwise 
sleepy seaside community 
in two stages, with the last 
weighing anchor for good 
in September.

Three of the boats will 
be leaving the Emmons 
Avenue pier by May 1, 
with the remaining boats 
heading off after Sept. 
1, according to an email 
from the mayor’s offi ce ob-
tained by this paper.

A Parks Department 
spokeswoman said three 
boats will move to Mill 
Basin off of Flatbush Av-
enue along the water in 
May, while the three oth-
ers will move to Brooklyn 
Army Terminal along the 
Bay Ridge Channel in Sep-
tember after repairs there 
are completed. The ex-
act details are currently 
in the works, the spokes-
woman said.

The mayor’s offi ce did 
not respond in time to a 
request for more details.

Pols and Sheepshead 
Bay residents have said 
the booze cruises bring 
drunken shenanigans, 
noise, and parking issues 
to the neighborhood.  In 
September 2017, Mayor De-
Blasio promised to move 
the boats out by the end of 
that year’s season . 

And this February,  the 
city announced the boats 
would no longer be allowed 
to depart after 11 pm . 
Many praised the cruise 
curfew, but some party 
boat captains slammed it 
as a racist measure aimed 
at their largely Caribbe-
an-American clientele.

Deutsch said he is satis-
fi ed with the news, despite 
the mayor reneging on his 
promise and some boats 
staying this summer.

“It’s more controlla-
ble,” he said of the smaller 
number of boats that will 
be at the pier this season. 
“It’s safer for the commu-
nity regarding emergency 
vehicles. Less crowded, 
less problems.”

Deutsch and an aide 
from Cymbrowitz’s of-
fi ce informed Community 
Board 15 of the news at its 
meeting on April 24. Both 

said there will be an in-
creased police presence 
on the pier for the remain-
ing party boats’ last hoo-
rah in Sheepshead Bay 
this summer, with up to 
10 additional offi cers on 
busy nights.

“The type of behavior 
seen here won’t happen 
again,” said Cymbrowitz’s 
aide to CB15.

One community leader 

said the boats’ impend-
ing departure will be good 
for both residents and the 
fi shing boats that will re-
main in the bay. 

“I wish them success. 
It’s been a problem,” said 
Steve Barrison, president 
of the Bay Improvement 
Group. “They didn’t mix 
well with the party fi shing 
fl eet. Maybe now things 
will calm down.”

BON VOYAGE!

TROUBLED WATERS: Locals have long complained that party boats such as the Amberjack V bring 
safety and quality-of-life problems to Sheepshead Bay.  Community News Group / Adam Lucente

Party boats to leave Sheepshead Bay for good
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tory and analyze its com-
plex, modern-day conun-
drums, according to one of 
the hosts. 

“It’s about disman-
tling the idea that there’s 
any single ‘old neighbor-
hood.’ Bay Ridge is way 
more complex than people 
think,” said Dan Hetteix, 
who hosts and edits most of 
the episodes. “It’s defi nitely 
worthy of in-depth podcast-
ing — we have years of ma-
terial.” 

Hetteix puts the podcast 
together every couple of 
weeks with his wife Mary 
— who is also the show’s 
production manager —  
plus producer Rachel Brody 
and Erik Shell, in the gues-
troom-turned-studio in the 
Hetteix home. 

Many episodes zero in 
on hyperlocal manifes-
tations of national con-
cerns: one episode  focuses 
on nativism in the neigh-
borhood  and includes dis-
cussions with Ridgites 
new and old about how it 
has always been a bastion 
of immigrants, while an-
other  considers the crisis 
in Yemen  and its impacts 
on the area’s Yemeni com-
munity with activist Rab-
yaah Althaibani, who 
also lives in the neighbor-
hood. 

But others focus on 
the particularities of the 

neighborhood, includ-
ing discussing the role 
of  Community Board 10 
in maintaining civic life , 
dissecting  a heated Coun-
cil debate , and debating 
a  failed Council candi-
date’s controversial sur-
veillance proposal . Het-
teix said analyzing issues 
through a mix of hyper-
local and national lenses 
helps connect locals and 
listeners with each other 
— and people beyond the 
Belt Parkway. 

“We’ve had weird mo-
ments in the podcast where 
everyone’s just like, ‘This 
is a weird microcosm of 
the U.S. at this point,’ ” he 
said. “Sometimes it can get 
too heated when the rheto-
ric turns national, but you 
pull the rhetoric back to 
the local, and you can re-
ally connect with people on 
an issue.” 

The show has also fea-
tured interviews with the 
Democratic congressional 
contenders, and the hosts 
have also posted  uncut  re-
cordings of Council candi-
date  debates  from last fall, 
plus a  November town hall 
with Rep. Dan Donovan  (R-
Bay Ridge).

But the group insists 
that even though they’re 
committed to journalis-
tic ethics, they’re not jour-
nalists, because the show 
skews left. 

ON THE ‘AIR’: Erik Shell, left, and producer Dan Hetteix hash out 
their topic of the week in their makeshift studio in the Hetteix 
home. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Continued from page 1 
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Wells would you look at 
that!

A Downtown street 
may soon bear the name 
of a pioneering African-
American journalist who 
settled in Kings County 
amid her career using the 
pen to fi ght racism and 
champion civil rights.

The tribute recognizes 
how formative Ida B. Wells’ 
years in Brooklyn were in 
shaping the activist’s work 
advocating for equality for 
all citizens, according to 
a historian who proposed 
the street co-naming.

“Her period in Brook-
lyn was very seminal in 
her life, but little known” 
said Jacob Morris, a Man-
hattan-based historian 
who has  successfully or-
chestrated the co-naming 
of dozens of city streets in 
honor of prominent black 
individuals . “It was here 
that she really grew as 
an advocate, thanks to all 
these fabulous women in 
Brooklyn.”

Members of Commu-
nity Board 2’s Transporta-
tion Committee on Thurs-
day unanimously voted 
10–0 in favor of christen-
ing Gold Street between 
Myrtle Avenue and Wil-
loughby Street as “Ida B. 
Wells Place” in recogni-
tion of the Mississippi-
born advocate’s brief resi-
dency on the block in the 
1890s.

Morris fi rst intro-
duced the idea to Down-
town Councilman Ste-
phen Levin back in 2016, 
and it quickly garnered 
a groundswell of support 
from other pols and offi -
cials including Borough 
President Adams, Crown 
Heights state Sen. Jesse 

Hamilton, and faculty at 
Medgar Evers college.

But the proposal sat on 
Levin’s desk for roughly 
two years until he kicked 
it over to the commu-
nity board the day of the 
Transportation Commit-
tee’s vote.

Bigwigs at the Brook-
lyn Historical Society and 
Ida B. Wells Society — an 
organization founded by 
black Brooklynite and 
journalist Nikole Hannah-
Jones, with headquarters 
at Harvard University — 
also endorsed the co-nam-
ing pitch and confi rmed 
Wells’ stint as a King 
Countian, according to a 
rep from Levin’s offi ce.  

The infl uential in-

vestigative journalist — 
who along with  Brooklyn 
Bridge mastermind Emily 
Roebling  and other notable 
females recently received 
 obituaries  in the New York 
Times that honored their 
legacies long after their 
deaths — was born into 
slavery, and later moved 
to Tennessee, which she 
fl ed when a lynch mob that 
killed three of her friends 
turned its hatred toward 
her, destroying her news-
paper’s offi ce after she 
reported on its deadly at-
tacks.

Wells then lived on 
Gold Street, near where 
the current Chase bank 
at the edge of MetroTech 
Center currently stands, 

and gave speeches to in-
spire fellow females in the 
area until she married the 
editor of a Chicago news-
paper in 1895, according 
to information from Mor-
ris, which highlights the 
many accomplishments 
she went on to achieve un-
til her death in 1931. 

“A beloved, brilliant, 
and committed lady whose 
writings, compositions, 
advocacy, and analysis 
heightened our under-
standing, as well as our 
history — she was a fi ne 
neighbor and member of 
our community, as well as 
a great Brooklynite,” the 
historian wrote in his re-
port. 

And if the co-naming 
effort succeeds, a com-
memorative plaque telling 
the civil-rights advocate’s 
story should accompany 
any new signs installed on 
the street, the civic gurus 
recommended. 

“People look at a name, 
but there’s never any 
memorial plaque,” said 
Transportation Commit-
tee member Ernest Augus-
tus.

Community Board 2’s 
Executive Committee will 
now vote on the proposal, 
which Council will make 
the fi nal call on later this 
year.

The locals’ tribute to 
Wells comes amid an on-
going controversy over 
other monuments and 
markers throughout the 
city, including a polar-
izing statue of a doctor 
known for experimenting 
on black slaves that  will 
soon stand in the bucolic 
Green-Wood Cemetery  de-
spite some residents’ de-
mands that it  never see 
the light of day .

Legacy preserved: Local civic gurus voted to co-name Gold Street 
between Myrtle Avenue and Willoughby Street after journalist 
and civil-rights advocate Ida B. Wells, who lived on the block back 
in the 1890s. Mary Garrity

Road for a reformer
Civic leaders vote to name street after activist-journalist

Radio Free Bay Ridge 
can be heard at  www.ra-
diofreebayridge.org .
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Wednesday 
May 2, 2018  
10am to 4pm
Brooklyn Borough Hall  
209 Joralemon Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Interactive Opportunities to Learn and Explore the Latest 
Technological Advances, Applications, Services and Products 

FREE REFRESHMENTS  EASILY ACCESSIBLE BY MAJOR TRANSPORTATION  FOR ADULTS 60+

DIGITAL ACCESS FOR BEGINNERS  LEGAL AND FINANCIAL  HEALTH AND EXERCISE  ENTERTAINMENT  HOME 

MOBILITY AND TRANSPORTATION  LIFELONG LEARNING  LIFESTYLE  SHOPPING  CAREGIVING SERVICES

SENIOR TECH IS PRESENTED BY 

IN COOPERATION WITH

AND

SPONSORS

INFORMATIONAL LECTURES including Streaming and Smart TVs and Smart Home Devices

TECH DESK hosted by OATS (Older Adults Technology Services)

HELP DESK hosted by TechDad

BREAKOUT PRESENTATIONS BY 
Grimaldi and Yeung Elder Lawyers, Clear Captions, Alz You Need, Pop Doc, TechDad

EVENT PARTICIPANTS INCLUDE 

Aging 2.0  Call9  DOROT  Heights and Hills  Kingsborough Community College/My Turn  Klatch  Nesterly  T-Mobile

New York Memory Center  NYPD 84th Precinct  Pixie Scientifi c  Pop-Doc  Quikiks Hands Free Shoes  New York Life

Stonewall Community Development Corporation
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I never went 
to medical 
school.

BY COLIN MIXSON
Cops busted a man suspected of 
brutally slashing another guy and 
leaving him for dead on a Borough 
Park street early on the morning 
of April 22.

The victim told police he no-
ticed the 21-year-old suspect and 
two other men following him 
down 14th Avenue near Church 
Avenue at 3:55 am, when one of the 
trio hurled a brick that hit him in 
the back of the head and sent him 
fl ying to the pavement, according 
to court documents.

The three men then beat the 
victim and stabbed him several 
times in the back with a knife, be-
fore leaving him on the blacktop in 
a pool of his own blood, court docu-
ments show.

An eyewitness described the 
victim as a senior and claimed the 
attack followed a dispute between 

the man and the suspects, which 
turned violent after the victim fell 
while chasing the trio on foot.

“First the older man ran after 
them, and they ran away, but then 
he tripped,” said Joseph Fried-
man, who was in town visiting 
from upstate New York when he 
spotted the assault. “They had a 
bat in hand, and they started beat-
ing him very strongly. He didn’t 
scream and he tried to protect 
himself.”

A good Samaritan behind the 
wheel of a Ford Explorer eventu-
ally pulled up and chased the sus-
pects away, according to Fried-
man, who said the experience 
scarred him.

“I was really traumatized, I 
couldn’t sleep, it was horrible,” he 
said. “I wanted to help, but I don’t 
have any muscle. That’s why I 
called the police.” 

Paramedics rushed the 
wounded man to Maimonides 
Medical Center to be treated for 
multiple stab wounds, a broken 
nose, and a gash on the back of his 
head, according to offi cials, who 
said the victim is in stable condi-
tion. 

Police caught the suspect hours 
after the attack, and charged him 

with assault and criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, cops said. His 
two accomplices, however, remain 
at large.

Anyone with information re-
garding the incident is asked to 
call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577–
8477. The public can also text tips 
to 274637 (CRIMES), then enter 
TIP577.

Man arrested 
for stabbing

SLASHED ON THE STREET: (Top) Police arrested one of three men suspected of 
attacking and stabbing a man near the Borough Park–Kensington border on April 
22. (Right) The victim’s blood pooled on 14th Avenue after the assault.  
 Photos by Mark Mellone

Two accomplices remain at large
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local doctor treats herniated and bulging discs, 
sciatica, and serious lower back pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 

to 400,000 back surgeries every year. 
Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc dis-
ease alone, and orthopedic surgeons per-
form a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these opera-
tions are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the 
country are racing to acquire and get 
trained to operate the DRX9000TM, an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands 
of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious 
back pain without surgery explains how 

the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 
ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected 
result of space travel: Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without 
it. After investigated this now phenomenon 
here’s what they found: During the anti-
gravity state of the mission there were 
decompressive forces on the intervertebral 
discs and back pain was relieved. How? 
When you travel through space, the effects 
of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken 
off your spine and discs. Even better — 
and this is the key — a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually 
sucks the herniated material back into the 

disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to the 
DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally 
have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has 
documented success with are back pain, 
sciatica, herniated and/or bulging discs 
(single or multiple), degenerative disc dis-
ease, facet syndromes and a relapse or 
failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this 
new FDA approved solution to back pain 
or to set up an appointment for a free con-
sultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-
6200 or visit Brooklyn Spine Center, 
5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

RELIEVES BACK PAIN

DRX9000TM
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Welcome to Brooklyn, 
mates! 

Australian coffee shops 
are taking over the County 
of Kings! The owners of Lil’ 
Sister, an Aussie pop-up 
cafe that opened in Park 
Slope earlier this month, 
say that the shops are more 
than just a place to grab 
some joe — they are little 
slices of the land Down Un-
der, fi lled with calm and 
good vibes. 

“Your local coffee shop 
is a local extension of your 
life, you know the owner in-
timately, know the barista 
by name,” said Ryan De 
Remer, who lives in Bush-
wick. “It becomes an ex-
perience. The vibe and en-
ergy is a huge thing.”

De Remer and his co-
owner, fellow Australian 
Luke Woodard, also own 
the Williamsburg cof-
fee shop  Sweatshop . The 
pair have taken over the 
ground-fl oor Flatbush Av-
enue storefront until Oc-
tober, where they plan to 
sling caffeinated beverages 
and host art events, talks, 

and meditation classes, 
said De Remer. 

“We were given the op-
portunity to have the space 
until October and go crazy 
with it and really have 
this kind of experience. 
We want to do a variety of 
things — we also want to do 
cultural events, wellness, 
and a meditation studio,” 
he said. “Come and have 
a coffee — it’s meant to be 
feel-good vibes all around.”

Australian cafes are 
not just a place to grab a 

little picker-upper from 
Down Under — customers 
are welcome to sit, chat, 
and enjoy their beverages. 
They are also known for 
having healthier options to 
munch on rather than sug-
ary snacks, said Woodard, 
who lives in Greenpoint. 

“Traditionally, in New 
York and other parts of 
America, the coffee is very 
good but it’s hard to fi nd 
something that isn’t a do-
nut or pastry to pair with 

Bridge: How the Roeblings 
Connected Brooklyn to New 
York” by the 2001 attacks on 
the World Trade Center.

“I ended up discover-
ing the Brooklyn Bridge 
and its history, and it 
was more dramatic than 
I could’ve possibly imag-
ined — an epic Ameri-
can story, wrapped in a 
love story,” said Tomasai. 
“There was this destruc-
tion all around us [in 
2001], especially as New 
Yorkers, and I wanted to 
write a story about hope 
and construction — about 
building. It just made me 
stop procrastinating and 
say ‘Let me write this now 
and get it made.’ ”

The book details the 
tragedies and triumphs of 
the 13-year construction of 
the bridge, including the 
illness and injuries facing 
both Washington and the 

workers who fi nished the 
bridge under Emily’s di-
rection, and ends with the 
celebration of its comple-
tion — an enormous feat 
for the time, according to 
Tomasai. 

“When you think about 
it in that period of time, 
the amount of construction 
and amazing engineering, 
it was really like going to 
the moon in 1870,” he said. 

Tomasai relied on news-
papers for research, and 
also trekked upstate to con-
sult the Roebling archive at 
the Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, where Washing-
ton Roebling studied, to ex-
amine the couple’s letters 
and journals. The research 
process helped put him in 
the mindset of the period, 
he said. 

“That really helped a lot 
— being able to go through 
the archives and go through 
boxes and boxes of mate-
rials,” he said. “You feel 
like you’re a citizen of New 
York in the late 1800s — 

you’re kind of going along 
for the ride. You know the 
bridge is up, but you’re on 
the journey to make the 
bridge.”

After writing the story 
as a screenplay, Tomasi 
eventually turned it into a 
form he was more familiar 
with — a 200-page comic 
book, recruiting illustra-
tor Sara DuVall to bring 
the characters to life on 
the page. DuVall said they 
studied the Roeblings ex-
tensively, and practiced 
drawing the bridge almost 
constantly during the year-
and-a-half drawing period. 

“I was just able to bring 
the characters to life in 
my own way — by the end 
I was so familiar with this 
story that I couldn’t imag-
ine a time where I didn’t 
know every single thing 
about these people, and I 
could draw the bridge in 
my sleep,” they said.

“The Bridge” is avail-
able in bookstores now. 
$24.99.

HOT FOR THE SUMMER: The Lil’ Sister coffee shop will be in place 
until October, serving fl at whites, avocado toast, and other Strayn 
specialities.  Caleb Caldwell

COMIC
Continued from page 1

The beans from Oz
Slope coffee shop is latest Aussie import

Continued on page 14

TURN YOUR POWER ON
A Natural Approach To Living

Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Healthy & Pain Free
In the care of 

Dr. Vincent Adamo... 

WELCOME MTA, VERIZON, PORT AUTHORITY EMPLOYEES

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
All Major CC

 BACK PAIN 
 NECK PAIN 
 FOOT, KNEE, HAND, SHOULDER PAIN
 HEADACHES 
 SCOLIOSIS 
 DIABETES 
 FIBROMYALGIA
 ADD/ ADHD/ AUTISTIC DISORDER 
 SPORTS INJURIES
 NUTRITION &  LIFESTYLE EDUCATION 

Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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Dr. Melinda Keller of the 
Brooklyn Spine Center has 
been treating patients with 
chronic back pain for 36 
years.

She has heard it all from 
patients who come to her as 
a last resort, after they have 
tried pills and injections. Yet, 
despite these treatments, they 
are still suffering. They can’t 
sit and do computer work for 
their jobs. They can’t bend to 
pick up their grandchildren. 
Many can’t sleep at night be-
cause the pain is excruciat-
ing. Their quality of life is so 
diminished, many consider 
surgery to be their only op-
tion.

But Dr. Keller provides 
them with another alterna-
tive: non-surgical decom-
pression. She utilizes the 
DRX-9000 (pictured right), a 
state-of-the-art device that 
helps restore spinal discs 
back to optimal health. The 
machine gently stretches the 
spine so that pain subsides. 
As a result, pressure on the 
nerves is released. “It acceler-
ates the natural healing pro-
cess, and offers an effective 
alternative to risky spine sur-
gery, painful injections, and 
prescriptive medications,” 
says Dr. Keller.

The results are based on 
scientifi c evidence. “Post-MRI 
results reveal actual physical 
improvement to the health 
of the spinal disc in approxi-
mately 90% of the cases,” says 
the doctor.

D.R.X. stands for Decom-
pression Reduction Extrac-
tion, and the DRX -9000 is 
the best quality and most re-
searched decompression de-
vice on the market, she says. 

The system is manufactured 
by Axiom Worldwide, and is 
Food and Drug Administra-

tion-approved. This technol-
ogy allows Dr. Keller to apply 
a controlled amount of trac-
tion to specifi c parts of the 
spine, gently easing the pres-
sure off of patients’ injured 
discs. Keeping discs healthy 

is important. “Discs 

are responsible for drawing 
fl uid from the body that car-
ries nutrients and oxygen to 
the spine,” says Dr. Keller. 
“The spine needs these nutri-
ents to stay strong.”

The procedure is non-inva-
sive, and patients do not feel 
any pain when undergoing 
the treatment. The only thing 
they may feel is a gentle tug 
to the spine as the machine 
works to ease the symptoms 

associated with her-
niated discs, 

degenera-
tive disc 
d i s e a s e , 

and sciatica. 
While this 

is taking place, 
patients are lying com-

fortably on top of the ma-
chine’s cushioned table. The 

treatment takes place 
slowly and gradually, 
so that patients are re-

laxed and stress-free.

Some patients report feel-
ing a sense of relief right 
away, as the machine can of-
fer immediate relief to the 
pressure on their discs. Sev-
eral DRX-9000 treatments are 
usually needed to obtain last-
ing results. Dr. Keller will dis-
cuss the timeframe with each 
patient, outlining a treat-
ment plan that’s based on in-
dividual needs. Each session 
lasts about 45 minutes, pro-
viding time for the DRX-9000 
to lengthen and stretch the 
spine, as it reduces pressure 
to the nerves.

Good spinal health is essen-
tial, says the doctor, as it can 
mean the difference between 
staying active and being bed-
ridden. Some patients come 
into the offi ce, and they can 
barely walk. If left untreated, 
what will their spines be like 
when they age? “Half of all 
babies born in the year 2000 
or later, can expect to live 
to be 100 years old,” says Dr. 
Keller. “We are already liv-
ing longer, but we have to live 
better.” Keeping our spines 
functioning at 100% prolongs 
quality of life.

More than 900 insurance 
companies cover chiroprac-
tic care, and the warm staff 
at the Brooklyn Spine Center 
will make a courtesy call on 
your behalf to see what your 
plan offers. The staff is com-
passionate, upbeat, easy-go-
ing, and available to help.

Brooklyn Spine Center [5911 
16th Ave. between 59th and 
60th streets in Borough Park, 
(718) 234-6200, www.Brook-
lynSpineCenter.com]. Open 
Mondays – Thursdays, 9 am 
– 7 pm; Fridays, 9 am – 2 pm; 
Saturdays, 9 am – noon, by ap-
pointment.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Brooklyn Spine Center offering patients
living with back pain a surgery-free option
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They want them to stop cutting corners! 

The mayor must step in to force city 
agencies to crack down on  selfi sh Benson-
hurst homeowners who take away already-
scarce street parking spots by illegally 
cutting their curbs and paving their front 
lawns into driveways , according to the 
neighborhood’s district manager.

“The [Buildings] violations are all bark, 
no bite,” said Marnee Elias-Pavia.

Pavia sent Hizzoner Community Board 
11’s recommendations for how agencies 
should punish offending homeowners in an 
April 18 letter after board members unani-
mously adopted the resolution to do so at its 
April 12 general meeting. In the letter, Pa-
via outlined the decades-old problem and 
its environmental impact — made worse by 
the fact that the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency classifi ed some affected 
areas as particularly susceptible to fl ood-
ing, which the proliferation of concrete and 
lack of grass promotes, she wrote. 

“Our topography creates a bowl effect 
and prevents tidal and storm water absorp-
tion,” she wrote. “We must address the lack 

of absorption created by the removal of 
front yards in the northern portion of the 
district to increase absorption and resil-
iency.” 

CB11 demands that the buildings agency 
make inspecting and even re-inspecting 
properties with alleged illegal curb cuts 
and driveways a higher priority — espe-
cially for fl ood zones — and to notify the 
community board when properties receive 
violations for illegal curb cuts or drive-
ways. The letter also wants the city to im-
prove inter-agency communication by hav-
ing the Department of Buildings coordinate 
with agencies in charge of roads, parks and 
environmental concerns.

“There needs to be a sharing of infor-
mation [among the agencies] — there’s an 
environmental impact, so the Department 
of Buildings should be sharing with the 
Parks Department, Department of Trans-
portation, and the Department of Environ-
mental Preservation, and working hand-in-
hand to address the issue,” Pavia said.

Pavia also wrote that the city should in-
crease and enforce fi nes for violations, push 
homeowners to use permeable pavements 

on legitimate driveways to help drain storm 
water, and require homeowners to fi x curb-
cut violations before selling their proper-
ties — among other suggestions. 

Department of Buildings inspectors 
aim to inspect curb-cut complaints within 
90 days, according to a spokesman, and the 
agency is legally obligated to respond to 
every complaint it receives. But that the 
spokesman pointed out that the agency pri-
oritizes emergency situations — so inspec-
tors don’t do follow-up inspections after 
issuing violations for illegal curb cuts or 
driveways. 

Data showing violations for illegal curb 
cuts and driveways are publicly available 

on  the agency’s website , he said, adding 
that homeowners must seek permits from  
the Department of Transportation if they 
want to exceed its curb-cut design stan-
dards or the Parks Department if a curb cut 
application would affect city trees. 

One outraged local who  griped about the 
problem to this paper  said he was glad the 
board was taking action, but wasn’t sure if 
it would make a difference in the long run.

“It all sounds good, but I’m not 100-per-
cent sure anything’s going to come of it,” 
said Filipp Zaborenko, who lives on 64th 
Street.

The Mayor’s Offi ce did not respond to a 
request for comment by press time.  

CUT THAT OUT!

CURB THE CUTS: The district manager of Bensonhurst’s Community Board 11 called for the mayor to 
get the city to crack down on the homeowners making illegal curb cuts and driveways in the area, like 
the ones on 66th Street between 20th and 21st avenues.  Photo by Caroline Ourso

Bensonhurst offi cial demands mayor 
tackle illegal driveways and curb cuts

For four generations, New York’s Jewish 
Community has turned to Sinai Chapels for 
guidance and comfort in their time of need.

We honor and respect all Jewish traditions 
and customs, attending to every funeral detail 
according to each family’s personal and 
religious preferences.

To learn more, contact us today:
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406
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TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Avenue, #6, 
Staten Island, NY 10314, (718) 698-4859 
www.tuxedoworldsi.com
CATERING & VENUES
BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th Street, Brooklyn  (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com 
BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Avenue, Fort Totten
Bayside NY 11359
(718) 352-1548
email: siterental@baysidehistorical.org 
GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 788-0777, www.grandprospecthall.com
HOLIDAY INN
39-05 29th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
(718 707-3700
www.holidayinnmanhattanview.com
HUNTERS STEAK HOUSE
9404 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-8899, www.HuntersSteakhouse.com
IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Avenue in Brooklyn 
(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
PA-NASH EUROSOUL
144-14 243rd Street, Rosedale, NY 11422
(718) 917-6094  www.panashnyc.com  
THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666 
www.pearlroombklyn.com
RECEPTION HOUSE
167-17 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY
(718) 445-1244
www.ReceptionHouse.com
SHERATON BROOKLYN NY HOTEL
Contact Stephanie Mendez, Sales Mgr
(917) 281-5550 
stephanie.mendez@sheratonbrooklynnewyork.com
SHERATON LAGUARDIA EAST HOTEL
135-20 39th Avenue, Flushing NY 11354
(718) 670-7408  sales@sheratonlaguardia.com
sheratonlaguardiaeast.com
SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Avenue, Brooklyn 
(718) 331-2900, www.siricoscaterers.net

SOTTO 13
5140 West 13th Street, New York, NY
(212) 647-1001, sotto13.com
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368 
(718) 592-5000
www.terraceonthepark.com
THALASSA
179 Franklin Street  TriBeCa, New York City
(212) 941-7661
www.thalassanyc.com
THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Boulevard 
Staten Island, NY, (718) 447-0800 
www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Avenue 
Queens, NY  (718) 805-8500
ENTERTAINMENT
HARRY’S HABANA HUT
214-09 41st Ave., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-5049
www.harryshabanahut.com 
ND CIGARS INC. AKA LA CASA GRANDE CIGARS
2344 Arthur Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10458
(718) 364-4657,  lcgcigars.com
FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, 
(718) 377-4535
FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Road in Brooklyn, 
(718) 998-7060 or (800) 566–8380 
www.fl oralfantasyny.com
FLOWERS BY MASSENET
Jamaica, Queens, NY
(347) 724-7044, (718) 526-3725
HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com
MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600
www.marinefl orists.com
JEWELERS
BUONO JEWELERS
1250 Hylan Blvd., #6a
Staten Island, NY 10305
(718) 448-4900, www.buonojewelers.com
LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com
M&V LIMOUSINES LTD.
1-800-498-5788
1117 Jericho Tpke, Commack, NY (631) 543-0908
151 Denton Ave., New Hyde Park, NY 
(516) 921-6845
535 8th Ave., 3rd Flr., NY, NY 
(646) 757-9101  www.mvlimo.com 
ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island 
(718) 351-7273, www.rddlimos.com

SOPHISTICATED LIMOUSINES
Servicing the Tri- State Area, (718) 816-9475
www.sophisticatedlimousines.com
PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn NY,  (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
NY PHOTO VIDEO GROUP
1040 Hempstead Tpke  Franklin Sq., NY 11010
11 Michael Avenue  Farmingdale, NY 11735
Offi  ce: 516-352-3188 Joe Cell: 516-445-8054
Peter Cell: 516-343-6662 
www.nyphotovideogroup.com
info@nyphotovideogroup.com
ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park 
(516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com
ZAKAS PHOTOGRAPHY
info@zakasphotography.com
www.zakasphotography.com
REAL ESTATE
DREAM HOUSE REALTY
7505 15th Avenue Brookyn, NY 11228
(718) 837–2121, carolynctrp@aol.com
Carolyn Trippe, Lic. RE Broker
SALONS
PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748–7411, www.piloarts.com
SERVICES
COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
9921 4th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-2793 or (718) 833-7616 
www.BayRidgeDerm.com
ELITE WEIGHT LOSS
1316 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(917) 444-3043, EliteWeightLossNY.com
KHROM DERMATOLOGY & AESTHETICS
2797 Ocean Parkway, 1st Fl. Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 866-3616,  www.josephlichterdds.com
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Avenue P in Brooklyn
(718) 339-7878,  www.khromMD.com
OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Highway in Brooklyn
(718) 376-8656, www.omnidentalcare.com
THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 438-0067, www.vascularnyc.com
TRAVEL
JOLYN TRAVEL
(718) 232-3139  (917) 797-7341
WEDDING EXPOS
BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com
WEDDING INSURANCE
TRI STATE INSURANCE BROKERAGE
277 Tarrytown Rd.,White Plains, NY 10607
(914) 607-7799
610 Crescent Ave., Bronx, NY 10458
(718) 618-7666  www.tsinsbk.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–8302
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bucolic burial ground, ac-
cording to a civic honcho.

“What I fi nd disconcert-
ing is we weren’t consulted, 
and I think we should have 
been,” said  Community 
Board 7 chairman  Cesar 
Zuniga, whose district in-
cludes Green-Wood Cem-
etery.  

Members of the city’s 
Public Design Commis-
sion offi cially signed off on 
the monument’s move to 
the graveyard at an April 
16 meeting where several 
people spoke in favor of 
ousting it from its home 
in Central Park — but no 
CB7 members appeared 
to oppose its transfer to 
Green-Wood, where it is 
currently being stored af-
ter arriving there later 
last week.

And two days later, Zu-
niga put forth a motion 
urging Green-Wood lead-
ers to reconsider taking 
the statue at a meeting of 
his civic panel, but quickly 

withdrew it after multiple 
members — including a 
former chairman — said 
the board should focus its 
attention elsewhere.  

“We are wasting our 
time shaking our fi sts and 
clucking our tongues at a 
statue,” said Daniel Mur-
phy.

One former CB7 mem-
ber, however, accused those 
who supported the sculp-
ture’s relocation of being 
a bunch of clueless white 
guys.

“They were all white 
men saying these things,” 
said Malissa del Valle Or-
tiz, who is black. “It was 
very offensive, and if you’re 
not a woman — a woman 
of color — you don’t know 
where I’m speaking from.”

Zuniga ultimately told 
the board’s district man-
ager to reach out to the 
cemetery after Greenwood 
Heights Councilman Car-
los Menchaca washed his 
hands of the matter at the 
meeting, telling attendees 
a solution must “come from 
you.”

Graveyard honchos 

have yet to set a date for 
the Sims summit with resi-
dents, whose opposition to 
the statue likely won’t die 
any time soon, according 
to Zuniga.

“We’ll have a range of 
conversations, including 
what can we do to be re-
sponsive to women of color 
who say this is a very his-
torical fi gure, and we don’t 
want him in our commu-
nity,” he said.

Cemetery offi cials pre-
viously vowed to use the 
effi gy as a learning de-
vice, promising to display 
it along with informational 
material that explains the 
dastardly medical prac-
tices of the so-called “fa-
ther of modern gynecol-
ogy,” who himself is buried 
in one of the site’s roughly 
500,000 graves.

But Ortiz said she would 
rather see the statue de-
stroyed, and its metal re-
shaped into a new monu-
ment honoring women. 

“It would be great if 
they could recycle and re-
purpose it as a positive im-
age,” she said.

opinion.
“I’m concerned about 

the issue, but I’m not famil-
iar with the specifi cs. So, 
this is one where I have to 
in a very straightforward 
way say I need to get you 
an answer because I don’t 
have the facts to be able to 
give you the full answer,” 
DeBlasio said. “Anything 
involving safety, I’m con-
cerned about. We’re cer-
tainly not afraid to take ag-
gressive action if there is a 
safety problem, but I need 

to get briefed on this before 
I can give you a good an-
swer.”

The private hauler — 
which authorities slapped 
with  nearly 2,000 violations 
since 2012 , 342 of which 
are criminal —  raked in a 
whopping $104,286,930 via 
city contracts since 2007 , 
records show.

And less than a year 
ago, the fi rm racked up its 
latest fatality when one of 
its truckers  plowed into 
27-year-old cyclist Neftaly 
Ramirez in Greenpoint  
while behind the wheel 
without the proper license, 
then fl ed the scene.

Police issued that driver 
a summons four months af-
ter the deadly collision, 
and the district attorney 
 let the man off the hook in 
January  after a separate 
investigation by his prose-
cutors did not fi nd enough 
evidence to convict him.

The Police Depart-
ment denied several re-
quests for records from 
the Ramirez investigation 
filed under the Freedom 
of Information law, and 
this newspaper is still 
waiting for a response 
from officials about sim-
ilar documents from the 
district attorney.  

MAYOR

STATUE

delicious coffee,” he said. 
“If you go to any cafe back 
in Australia, they’ve all got 
top-of-the-line kitchens and 
chefs. It’s more of a dining 
experience.”

The Flatbush Avenue 
pop-up will serve up popu-
lar Australian drinks and 
dishes, like the millen-
nial favorite Aussie Avo 
Smash (avocado on toast), 
granola bowls, fl at whites 

(like a latte, but with more 
espresso and less foam), and 
a drink called the sparky, 
which is a double shot of 
espresso mixed with fresh 
tonic water, said De Remer.

Lil’ Sister joins several 
other Australian coffee 
shops that have already 
made their home in the bor-
ough, including  Abbotsford 
Road Coffee Specialists , 
which opened in Gowanus 
last fall, and  Bluestone 
Lane , which started brew-
ing in Dumbo in 2016.

All of these Aussie ca-

fes have been surprisingly 
supportive of each other, 
rather than competitive, 
said De Remer.

“New York City is such 
an amazing melting pot, we 
can be proud of bringing our 
fl ag,” he said. “We’re all in 
this group together, all want 
to bring this experience, all 
doing the same thing. No 
competition, just rocking it 
— team Australia!”

Lil’ Sister (336 Flatbush 
Ave. between Sterling and St. 
John’s places in Park Slope, 
www.lilsister.nyc). 

AUSSIE
Continued from page 10

Continued from page 1 

Continued from page 1 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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