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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Car dealers in Bay Ridge 
and beyond who illegally 
park vehicles on the side-
walk should be shuttered by 
the city if they are caught 
repeatedly breaking the 

law, a local pol asserts.
Councilman Justin 

Brannan said he and his 
constituents are tired of 
cars crowding sidewalks 
around dealerships clus-
tered on Fourth Avenue be-

tween 88th and 95th streets, 
so he is penning a law that 
he thinks will stop the busi-
nesses in their tracks. 

“People complain and 
rightfully so: it’s not right, 

BY ADAM LUCENTE
Folks live in Marine Park because 
they like the quiet life — but now 
they’re getting a taste of the wild-
life.

Raccoons and other varmints 
are overrunning the suburban 
neighborhood, say locals, and so-
cial media is awash with pictures 
of the furry creatures.

“They seem to be popping up 
all over,” said Jeanette Z, who 
didn’t want to use her full name 
because a family member works 
for the city.

Police responded to  a report of 
a possibly rabid raccoon on Har-
ing Street in Madison near the 
border with Marine Park on May 
8 , and an Emergency Services 
Unit arrived to capture the crit-
ter.

Rabid raccoons are eutha-
nized, but if authorities deter-
mine that the animal is not actu-
ally sick, police move it to a safer 
location, such as a park, accord-
ing to a police spokesman. Police 
will avoid harming a healthy an-
imal whenever possible, but pub-
lic safety is paramount.

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They’ve got this music 
thing down to a science! 

A Brooklyn duo of dads 
will debut a family-friendly 
album of indie-rock that 
celebrates scientifi c inno-
vation with a puppet-fi lled 
rock show at Brooklyn 
Bowl in Williamsburg on 
May 20. The papas behind 

 the Pop Ups  say that their 
fi fth record of children’s 
music, “Giants of Science,” 
was partly inspired by the 
president’s dismissal of cli-
mate science — a political 
aspect that parents might 
appreciate, even if the kids 
do not, according to one 
half of the duo. 

Continued on page 12

Continued on page 12Continued on page 12

Coney party 
celebrates 

the silver ball
BY JULIANNE CUBA

They’re having a ball!
A vintage pinball arcade in 

the People’s Playground will host 
a full night of fl ipper-themed en-
tertainment next weekend! The 
Coney Island Pinball Party on 
May 19 will fi ll the Sideshows 
by the Seashore Theater and its 
Freak Bar with fi lms, perfor-
mances, and enough pinball free 
play to fulfi ll an arcade afi ciona-
do’s wildest dreams, said the Mill 
Basinite producing the night. 

“We’re really looking forward 
to it as a way to promote the  [Co-
ney Island Pinball] Museum , 
what we are doing with pinball 
out there — people are really into 
pinball, it’s really on the rise,” 
said Dennis Catalfumo. “We just 
want people to come and play 
and have fun on all vintage ma-
chines.” 

The party will start with 

Continued on page 6
AXE TO GRIND: Coney Islander Stephanie Torres, known by her stage name Serpentina, will grind metal on stage at a 
pinball party on May 19.  Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

MOVE IT: Councilman Justin 
Brannan is cracking down on 
sidewalk-parking car dealer-
ships.

GOING FULL TILTAnimal 
kingdom

Pol going after dealerships 
that park cars on sidewalks

Dads rock science
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Varmints are running 
rampant in M’Park
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Member FDIC

1.80%
PLATINUM SAVINGS

On Balances Below $100,000

2.25%
11 MONTH CD OR IRA

(718) 448-1000

OPEN ONLINE @ ENORTHFIELD.COM 

OR VISIT ANY BRANCH LOCATION!

BY JULIANNE CUBA
Everyone has a seat at this 
table.

The co-owner of a Wil-
liamsburg restaurant 
where foodies can wait 
weeks to snag a reservation 
teamed up with a do-good 
group to open a different 
kind of kitchen that cooks 
up hot meals for some of 
Brooklyn’s most vulner-
able.

“They asked me to pur-
chase the equipment and 
set up the food purveyors, 
like setting up a small res-
taurant and kitchen,” said 
restaurateur Josh Cohen, 
a proprietor of Lilia at 567 
Union Ave. “I do most of 
the cooking, and we have a 
bunch of volunteers.” 

Cohen — whose eatery’s 
Italian cuisine earned its 
chef back-to-back nomina-
tions for prestigious James 
Beard Awards  this  and  last  
year — worked with mem-
bers of the North Brooklyn 
Angels to build the kitchen 
inside N. Eighth Street’s 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
church. 

The space is a new home 
base for the good Samari-
tans to prepare the food 
they dole out to those in 
need via their mobile food 

truck the “Angelmobile,” 
which started cruising lo-
cal streets on weekdays 
back in 2017, according 
to Angels co-founder Neil 
Sheehan, who said the 
group sourced its meals 
from a Bedford-Stuyvesant 
soup kitchen before it built 
its own cooking space.

And the free cuisine the 
Angels serve is far from 
your run-of-the-mill bagged 
lunch — volunteers whip 
up fl avorful plates such as 
chicken curry over rice 
and lentils that all come 
with a side of leafy greens, 
Cohen said. 

But the community-ori-
ented chefs also plan their 

menus based on customer 
feedback, according to the 
restaurateur, who also 
owns a stake in another 
North Brooklyn eatery, 
Greenpoint’s Anella and 
Chez Ma Tante on Calyer 
Street.

“We try different dishes 
each week to see what the 
guests are responding to,” 
he said. 

Cohen joined Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel clergy 
and do-gooders from the 
Angels to debut the kitchen 
at an April 29 ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony, where 
church leader Monsignor 
Jamie Gigantiello blessed 
the space with holy water 
before its volunteer cooks 
hit the stoves, according to 
Sheehan, who said the fa-
cility furthers his group’s 
mission to lend a hand to 
those in need. 

“Our focus is on involv-
ing neighbors in volunteer 
work that helps those who 
are struggling in our own 
communities,” Sheehan 
said. “There needs to be a 
bridge between new folks 
moving into the commu-
nity and folks who have 
been around a long time 
and are economically chal-
lenged.”

DINNER IS SERVED: Volunteers from North Brooklyn Angels cut a ribbon on April 29 celebrating their 
new kitchen, built by restaurateur Josh Cohen, to help serve Brooklynites. Photo by Jason Speakman 

RESERVATIONS 
NOT REQUIRED
Co-owner of buzzy W’burg eatery builds 
kitchen for do-gooders feeding needy 

SOUL FOOD: Restaurateur Josh 
Cohen built the new kitchen for 
the North Brooklyn Angels.  
 Photo by Jason Speakman 
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Whose backyard is it any-
way?

The massive 74- and 38-
story towers in a contro-
versial megadevelopment 
planned for the edge of 
Boerum Hill have no place in 
the brownstone-lined neigh-
borhood, locals fi ercely op-
posed to the project have ar-
gued since  it was revealed 
more than a year ago .

“It’s not too late to rec-
ognize how egregious this 
proposal is for Boerum 
Hill,” said one critic of the 
80 Flatbush complex at the 
beep’s April 30 hearing on 
it, following  months  of  sim-
ilar complaints . 

But 80 Flatbush — a fi ve-
building scheme on a lot 
bounded by Flatbush and 
Third avenues and State 
and Schermerhorn streets 
that will contain residen-
tial, commercial, cultural, 
and educational spaces if 
erected — isn’t in Boerum 
Hill at all, according to 
leaders at builder Alloy De-
velopment, who claim their 
project will actually rise in 
the enclave’s neighbor, the 
already skyscraper-fi lled 
America’s Downtown.

“A growing city should be 
providing density in the right 
locations and we think this 
is one of them,” said Jared 
Della Valle, a bigwig at Al-
loy, whose website for 80 Flat-
bush bills it as “a proposed 
mixed-use development in 
Downtown Brooklyn.”

And no matter what 
neighborhood incorpo-
rates the complex, the 80 
Flatbush site is within the 
special  Downtown Brook-
lyn district  — where build-
ings’ size is regulated by 
density, not height —  that 
city offi cials formed in 2004  
to bring taller, mixed-use 
structures to the area in 
an effort to stimulate eco-
nomic growth.

Still, Alloy can’t break 
ground until the city signs-
off on a rezoning that would 
nearly triple the site’s al-
lowable “fl oor-area-ratio,” 
a measurement that deter-
mines how high a structure 
can be relative to the size of 

the land it is on, from 6.5 to 
18 — a request that Boerum 
Hill purists return to in or-
der to crucify the project 
as entirely wrong for the 
neighborhood.

“There’s no concern for 
the perpetually told un-
truth that the development 
is Downtown, when it is in 
Boerum Hill,” Fort Greener 
Lucy Koteen said at  an ear-
lier public hearing  as part 
of the Uniform Land Use Re-
view Procedure for 80 Flat-
bush. “Zoning and neigh-
borhood defi nitions were 
put into place to protect 
neighborhood character.” 

Neighborhoods, how-
ever, are merely arbitrary 
monikers established in 
the last century — often by 
real-estate agents trying to 
sell properties, according 
to the head of a private pres-
ervationist group.

“Neighborhoods in New 
York City are seamlessly 
elastic and also imprecise,” 
said Simeon Bankoff, who 
runs the Historic Districts 
Council. “Boerum Hill was 
a new 20th-century creation 
that was, as I recall, created 
by realtors to differentiate 
from Carroll Gardens and 
Cobble Hill.”

The area now known as 
Boerum Hill only received 
its name in 1964, according 
to a New Yorker  report .

And before that, the 
present-day neighborhood 
— generally bounded by 
Schermerhorn Street, Bal-
tic Street, Fourth Avenue, 
and Court Street — was 
lumped together with a 
vast amount of land known 
as South Brooklyn, which 
stretched from the banks of 
the East River to areas to-
day’s locals call Red Hook 
and Gowanus, according to 
a Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety bigwig.

“The separate names 
for a lot of the areas that 
we know as Brownstone 
Brooklyn are a relatively 
recent thing,” said Julie Go-
lia. “We don’t have munic-
ipality-designated neigh-
borhoods, it’s a little bit of a 
free market the way we un-
derstand them.”

And some Brooklynites 
remained reluctant to em-
brace the Boerum Hill 
moniker years after it was 
coined, according to the au-
thor of “The Invention of 
Brownstone Brooklyn,” who 
argued that some locals who 
led a 1966 protest against 

the city’s demolition of an 
abandoned brownstone in 
the area likely would not 
have called it by its current 
name back then.

“Most surely had not 
heard of Boerum Hill,” 
Suleiman Osman wrote in 
his tome. “For most Brook-
lynites in the 1960s the block 
was an indistinguishable 
part of South Brooklyn.”

In 1973, when city pres-
ervationists at the Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission  designated a swath 
of Boerum Hill for protec-
tion as a historic district , 
they set Wyckoff, Hoyt, Pa-
cifi c, and Nevins streets as 
its boundaries to create a 
jagged stretch that included 
roughly 250 buildings, most 
of them row houses.

And last October, when 
the agency kicked-off a pro-
cess to consider expanding 
the Boerum Hill Historic 
District, it proposed  ex-
tending those boundaries  
— but not far enough to in-
clude the 80 Flatbush site or 
even its surrounding city 
blocks.

The fact that present-
day Boerum Hill didn’t 
even exist 60 years ago un-
dermines those arguments 
against the project that 
are based solely on its loca-
tion, according to support-
ers, who claimed its oppo-
nents’ angst boils down to 
privilege and a bad case of 
NIMBY or “not in my back-
yard” thinking.

“It’s incredibly NIMBY 
— there’s such an empha-
sis on ‘this is our neighbor-
hood, we don’t want any-
one else in it, we want it to 
ourselves,’ ” said William 
Thomas, a member of the 
citywide, pro-development 
group Open New York, who 
lives in Manhattan. “What 
happens in one neighbor-
hood effects another, the 
idea of shutting yourself off 
from the rest of the city and 
trying to keep everyone else 
out is incredibly unfair.”

Some 80 Flatbush crit-
ics, however, argue its po-
larizing location is second-
ary to its poor planning, 

LOCATION, LOCATION: Oppo-
nents of 80 Flatbush — includ-
ing a creative protestor who 
attended the beep’s recent 
hearing on the scheme (above) 
and green thumbs who till a 
Fort Greene community gar-
den near the plot the complex 
would rise on (right) — claim 
it has no place in Boerum Hill, 
while its builders argue the 
megadevelopment will rise 
Downtown, and some experts 
say neighborhood designations 
are non-fi xed, arbitrary moni-
kers invented in recent history 
by real-estate agents.

WHAT IS IN A NABE?
80 Flatbush megadevelopment’s Boerum Hill location galvanizes debate

Continued on page 6
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7902 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge | (718) 439-6993
www.giacomopizza.com

Antipasto (choice of 3)

Mista Salad  Caprese  Eggplant Napoli  Eggplant  Rollatini 
Mussels Marinara  Fried Calamari  Baked Clams  Calamari  Volcano

Pasta (choice of 2)

Penne Pomodoro  Penne Vodka  Ziti w/ Broccoli
Pasta alla Nonna  Orecchiette Puglise  Gnocchi

Entrée (choice of 3)
All  Entrees Served with Potato croquettes & String Beans

Chicken Francese  Chicken Parmigiana  Eggplant Parmigiana
Veal Parmigiana  Chicken Picata  Flounder (Broiled or Oreganata)

Veal Sorrentina  Veal Marsala  Shrimp Parmigiana
Steak ($10.00 extra Per Person)

Beverages
Wine (House Red or White)  Soda (Fountain Pitchers)  Coffee - American, Tea or Espresso

Dessert (choice of 3)

Italian Cheesecake  NY Cheesecake  Chocolate Blackout Cake 
Ice Cream Cake Roll  Cannoli  Chocolate or Vanilla Ice Cream

No Substitutions

$5000
Per Person  Plus Tax & Gratuity 

Our New Family  Style  Menu
For Parties 5-20 People

JORDAN’S

LOBSTERS
FOR MOTHER’S DAY

1 1/4 LOBSTER DINNER SPECIAL
$28.99 $54.99 (twin)

includes corn and sweet potato fries

OPEN 7 DAYS
RETAIL STORE 1 1/4 lb Lobster $10.99 lb

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s a taste of the other cider!

An entrepreneurial 
Greenwood Heights couple 
is using apples grown in 
Brooklyn’s biggest grave-
yard to produce a hard cider 
that they say is to die for.

“It’s delicious,” said Jer-
emy Hammond, one half of 
the fruit-fermenting outfi t. 
“It’s delicate, it’s interest-
ing, and it’s quite unique 
from anything else we’ve 
made.”  

Hammond and his “part-
ner in life and cider,” Joy 
Doumis, started turning 
Green-Wood Cemetery’s ap-
ples into hooch in 2015, he 
said, after he spotted a fruit-
bearing tree near the grave 
of inventor Samuel Morse 
— the man who famously 
thought up the telegraph and 
Morse Code — and reached 
out to burial-ground leaders 
about using the produce to 
make booze.   

“We thought they’d be 
super conservative about it, 
but they called us like two 
hours after we contacted 
them,” Hammond said. “It 
was great.”

The duo forages for fruit 
hanging from trees that 
grow naturally on the ne-
cropolis’s sprawling cam-
pus, then hauls their har-
vest back to their 23rd Street 
home, where they produce 
their libation, he said.

And the twosome’s 
Malus Immortalis cider is 
far more sophisticated than 
the sugary varieties bar-

tenders typically serve at 
your local dive, according to 
Hammond, who described 
his sparkling blend as dry 
and elegant — much like 
the graveyard its apples are 
plucked from.

“We wanted to make 
something that was respect-
ful of where it came from,” 
he said. “It’s something 
you’d pour in a Champagne 
fl ute, not a pint glass.”

Hammond — a cider-
making hobbyist who with 
Doumis ferments other 
home brews using apples 
grown outside the city — 
said Green-Wood Ceme-
tery’s fruit differs from that 
found in your garden-va-
riety orchard, and mostly 
consists of crab apples aside 
from a handful of variet-
ies, such as Baldwin apples, 
similar to those sold at gro-
cery stores.

And before graveyard 
bigwigs let the site’s cur-
rent crop of wild-apple trees 
grow freely, their early 
20th-centry predecessors 
actually banned sewing 
the hallowed ground with 
apple seeds during Prohibi-
tion, according to the cider 
maker.

“In the early 1900s, there 
was a moratorium placed on 
fruit trees,” Hammond said. 
“I think it was because peo-
ple were fermenting any-
thing they could fi nd.”

Today, Green-Wood 
workers are too busy man-
icuring the rest of the bu-
colic burial site to fuss over 

apple production, which 
Hammond said varies dras-
tically from year to year. In 
2015, for instance, he and 
Doumis harvested enough 
fruit to produce 40 gallons 
of their graveyard blend, 
but last year’s apple haul 
only resulted in a paltry fi ve 
gallons of less-than-perfect 
booze, he said.

But the couple isn’t fer-
menting Green-Wood’s 
apples into cider to pay 
the bills. Malus Immorta-
lis isn’t distributed, and is 
only served at cider-mak-
ing workshops its produc-
ers host at the cemetery, ac-
cording to Doumis, who said 
their primary motivation 
for making the beverage is 
to draw new visitors to their 
favorite hangout, which she 
called one of the borough’s 
hidden gems. 

“Every time we talk to 
people about the fact that 
we hang out in Green-Wood 
Cemetery, they say, ‘Oh, 
that’s weird,’ ” she said. 
“And it clicked with us that 
this is a way to help other 
New Yorkers connect with 
Green-Wood as this rural 
landscape that’s been virtu-
ally untouched since it was 
fi rst carved out.” 

Try some cider made with 
the graveyard’s apples your-
self at the “Pouring Green-
Wood” event at Green-Wood 
Cemetery [500 25th St. near 
Fifth Avenue in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080, 
events@green-wood.com] on 
May 20 at 11 am. $25.

DEAD DELICIOUS: Jeremy Hammond and Joy Doumis produce Malus Immortalis brand cider from 
apples they forage on the grounds of Green-Wood Cemetery. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

How ‘bout them apples?
Couple’s cider made with fruit from cemetery
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Raise a glass to this pair!

A local beer-making 
couple recently took home 
a national award as the en-
trepreneurs work to move 
their growing suds oper-
ation into its own brick-
and-mortar brewery. And 
after spending half a de-
cade bottling their brews 
at other sites, the twosome 
is excited to toast its next 
chapter inside the new Wil-
liamsburg space, accord-
ing to one half of the duo 
behind Grimm Artisanal 
Ales.

“For the past fi ve years, 
we haven’t had our own pro-
duction facility — instead 
we rent equipment at ex-
isting commercial brewer-
ies around the East Coast,” 
said Lauren Grimm, who 
with her husband Joe re-
ceived the title of Young 
Entrepreneurs of the Year 
from the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration. “We 

were super excited to re-
ceive the award.”

Offi cials from the fed-
eral agency for mom-and-
pop shops recognized 
the 5-year-old ale outfi t’s 
early success and growth 
— along with the creative 
problem solving that al-

lowed its owners to expand 
their business without 
a permanent home — in 
awarding the Grimms the 
honor over competitors 
from New York City, Long 
Island, and seven upstate 
counties, according to in-
formation from the associ-
ation.

And the brewers, who 
accepted the title at a May 1 
event, previously received 
two loans backed by the as-
sociation to grow their busi-
ness. The pair invested that 
cash into building out their 
independent space on Met-
ropolitan Avenue between 
Morgan Avenue and Cath-
erine Street, which Grimm 
said will be a far cry from 
the Gowanus apartment 
where she and her husband 
taste-tested their beers be-
fore sending them off to be 
made at other sites.

“It obviously means 
a lot to our business, in 
terms of inviting custom-

ers to our own tap room 
and being able to present 
our beer in the best light 
possible at our bar,” she 
said. “It also enables us 
to have more control and 
oversight during the brew-
ing and fermentation pro-
cesses.”

Grimm Artisanal Ales 
is known for its seasonal 
brews that frequently ro-
tate — there’s no fl agship 
draft, according to Grimm 
— but the pair gravitates to-
wards traditional German 
sour beers packed with 
fruity, dry hops, as well as 
suds known as “pop beer” 
that tastes like a creamy 
frozen treat, she said.

“We brew limited-edi-
tion batches — a lot might 
only be produced once, 
whereas others come 
around a few times a year 
and are more seasonable,” 
Grimm said. 

And the co-owner said 
that moving the business 

into its new digs this sum-
mer will give her and her 
husband even more oppor-
tunities to craft one-of-a-
kind ales for their custom-
ers, who can try the brews 
at establishments includ-
ing Spuyten Duyvil and 

Sugarburg Williamsburg, 
and Gold Star Beer Coun-
ter in Prospect Heights.

“We’ll have full control 
over the kinds of beer, so 
we don’t ever have to ques-
tion what we’re doing,” 
Grimm said.

THREE CHEERS TO THAT!

GRAB A GLASS: Some of the 
brews produced by Grimm Ar-
tisinal Ales. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

CHINN-CHINN!: Brooklyn-based Grimm Artisanal Ales co-owners 
Lauren and Joe Grimm received a national award on May 1 that’s 
helping them expand their business into their own Williamsburg 
brewery this summer. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Small brewers named ‘Entrepreneurs of the Year’ by federal agency
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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
They are the eyes on the 
storm.

A new exhibit opening 
in Red Hook this weekend 
showcases the work of art-
ists from Dominica and 
other Caribbean islands 
devastated by Hurricane 
Maria. “Dominica After 
Maria,” opening May 12 as 
part of the Brooklyn Wa-
terfront Artists Coalition’s 
40th season, will not only 
raise cash for disaster re-
lief groups — it also offers 
a big boost for the artists 
involved, said the show’s 
curator. 

“I organized this exhibit 
with the inclusion of other 
Caribbean artists because 
I wanted them to get the op-
portunity where people can 
support them and buy their 
work, or donate to the Ca-
ribbean disaster manage-
ment,” said Donna Mason. 

Mason, an art agent, 
fi rst travelled to the is-
land nation of Dominica 
in 2010, and developed re-
lationships with many art-
ists there. After Hurricane 
Maria hit the island, she 
felt obligated to organize a 
charity event.

“I am Jamaican, but I’m 
very connected to Domi-
nica,” she said. “I learned 
about the country and con-
nected with a lot of artists, 
and after this hurricane, I 

knew those artists would 
illustrate their experiences 
and need help.”

There are eight artists 
in the exhibit — four with 
Dominican roots, some 
with other connections to 
the island, and others from 
countries that have faced 
similar natural disasters, 

according to Mason.
One artist, Mercedes 

Nugent-Head, has painted 
an image of ocean waves 
inspired by stories from 
her late mother and grand-
mother, who were raised on 
Dominica. Nugent-Head, 
who lives in Guadeloupe, 
says that her painting hits 

a sore spot, since she has 
never been able to visit the 
island it depicts. 

“I never got to go to Dom-
inica — and I was actually 
planning on going to Domi-
nica, and then Maria hit,” 
said Nugent-Head. “When I 
get there one day, I hope to 
see what my mother talked 
about in her time there.”

Puerto Rican artist 
Johnny Camacho, whose 
home island was also hit 
hard by Hurricane Maria, 
has a collage piece in the 
show. He says the exhibit is 
a rare chance for visitors to 
see the aftermath of a nat-
ural disaster though the 
eyes of artists who were af-
fected.

“A lot of people might be 
oblivious to all the islands 
that got hit and the people 
that need help,” he said. 
“So I think it’s great to see 
artists from the islands and 
get to see how their culture 
and upbringing is actually 
projected through their 
brushstrokes.”

“Dominica After Ma-
ria” at the Brooklyn Wa-
terfront Artists Coalition 
[499 Van Brunt St., Door 7, 
at the water in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2507, www.bwac.
org]. Opening reception on 
May 12; 1–6 pm. On display 
through June 17, Sat–Sun; 
1–6 pm. $5 suggested dona-
tion.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2017 by Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its 
advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes 
of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

three short but fascinat-
ing documentaries about 
the game — including one 
from Vice that explains 
pinball’s criminal past, 
when it was considered a 
form of illegal gambling, 
said Catalfumo. The fl ip-
per fl ick features an inter-
view with Robert Sharpe, 
who in 1976 played a game 
of pinball in a New York 
City courtroom in order 
to demonstrate that it was 
a game of skill, and not of 
chance. 

“He helped save pin-
ball,” said Catalfumo. 
“Not too many people 
know that.”

Guests will also be en-
tertained by three live 
performers with acts 
based on the silver ball, 
including burlesque 
dancer Gigi Bonbon, who 
is the reigning Miss Co-
ney Island; Justin Weber, 
yo-yo master and master 
juggler; and Serpentina, 
a snake charmer and self-
described “Grinder Girl.”

Serpentina — Coney 
Islander Stephanie Tor-
res’s stage name — is a 
welder by trade. During 
her act, she will literally 
grind on her guitar until 
sparks shoot into the au-
dience, performing to a 
song about counting to 12 
that played  during an ani-
mated pinball sequence on 
Sesame Street,  she said. 

“I have metal plates on 
my body and have a guitar, 
I use a metal grinder and 
shoot sparks into the au-
dience on the stage to the 
music,” said Serpentina. 
“It’s like the way they did 
on the cartoon on Sesame 
Street, when you pull back 
to shoot the ball — that’s 
how the cartoon starts.”

And all of the ma-
chines will be set to “free 
play” for the night, offer-
ing a full spectrum of fun, 
said Catalfumo, whether 
you are pinball wizard or 
just an apprentice. 

“It’s a real cross sec-
tion of Coney Island tal-
ent, theater performance, 
and play, letting every-
body have a great night,” 
he said. 

HAVING A BALL!: Pinball afi cionado Dennis Catylfumo is throw-
ing the May 19 shindig. Photo by Jordan Rathkopf

Continued from page 1 

PINBALL

ART FROM HOME: (Above) Cu-
rator Donna Mason’s show sup-
porting Caribbean artists will 
go on display at the Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artist Coalition on 
May 12. (Left) This collage piece 
by Puerto Rican artist Johnny 
Camacho depicts the island’s 
fl ag blended with the shape of 
the island. Photos by Zoe Freilich

Exhibit of Caribbean painters post Hurricane Maria

Disaster artists

and that the complex containing 
900 new apartment units — 200 
of which will be so-called afford-
able housing — on top of new el-
ementary and high-school class-

rooms doesn’t belong anywhere 
in the borough as designed.

“I have said it doesn’t mat-
ter what neighborhood it’s in,” 
said Howard Kolins, the presi-
dent of civic group the Boerum 
Hill Association, whose  website  
claims the megadevelopment is 
in Boerum Hill, not Downtown. 

“We don’t think this development 
is intelligent development.”

But the project’s proximity to 
the massive Atlantic Terminal 
transit hub and its public benefi ts 
— including the new schools and 
below-market-rate apartments — 
are too important to sacrifi ce to 
a debate over its neighborhood, 

according to a bigwig at an or-
ganization that promotes eco-
nomic and environmental stabil-
ity through urban research and 
planning.

“I don’t think it’s important 
whether you call this particu-
lar site Downtown, Boerum Hill, 
Flatbush, or even Fort Greene,” 

said Moses Gates, who works for 
the Regional Plan Association. 
“This is the kind of place where 
these developments should go — 
it’s in line with more or less the 
rest of Downtown Brooklyn, and 
in line with the type of density 
we should be bringing around 
major transit hubs.”

Continued from page 3

80 FLATBUSH
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Rethink 
Early Screening

B3, B44, 
B36

3500 Nostrand Avenue
(between Avenues U & V)

www.HQBK.com

QTrain:

Monday – Friday 9 am – 7 pm, Saturday 9 am – 2 pm
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Early detection allows doctors to more effectively 
identify symptoms and disease complications in support
of preventative treatment plans and managing risks for: 

  Erectile dysfunction 

  Is your practice capable of screening for  
  these hidden causes of disease?Testing for 8 Essential Risk Factors
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2016.

Grimaldi & Yeung LLP invites you to our
upcoming complimentary seminars

Elder Law & Estate Planning Attorneys

www.gylawny.com

In honor of Elder Law Month, Grimaldi & Yeung LLP 
invites you to a complimentary breakfast seminar

MUST RSVP by May 21, 2018: mcoppola@gylawny.com or (718) 238-6960

When: Thursday, May 24, 2018
8:30 AM to 10:30 AM

Where: Tom’s Restaurant
782 Washington Avenue

9201 4th Avenue, 6th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11209
546 5th Avenue, 6th Fl., New York, NY 10036 

Tel: (718) 238-6960
Fax: (718) 238-3091    

Attorney Advertising

Thursday, May 24, 2018:

Judith D. Grimaldi and Stephenie Yeh presents:

“Are Trusts a Must? How to Protect and Handle Your Assets”

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
It’s water under the bridge. 

The city has backed off 
its plan to close one of three 
lanes of the Cropsey Ave-
nue Bridge leaving Coney 
Island towards Gravesend 
around the clock this sum-
mer after the local commu-
nity board complained that 
it would worsen the neigh-
borhood’s already onerous 
summer traffi c problems. 
Plus, the plan was danger-
ous because it could have 
trapped the thousands of 
tourists who fl ood the area 
every summer if they had 
to evacuate in an emer-
gency, according to the dis-
trict manager. 

“Our concern was if 
people had to leave the area 
and they couldn’t leave 
quick enough,” said Eddie 
Mark. 

Members of Commu-
nity Board 13 originally 
raised concerns in Feb-
ruary when reps from 
the Department of Trans-
portation presented the 
plan to close one lane in 

each direction of the six-
lane bridge through the 
fall — from 7 am to 6 pm 
every day — to paint the 
concrete with a protec-
tive coating to resist cor-
rosion. But when agency 
reps added that the Gra-
vesend-bound lane — 
from Bay 54th Street to 
Hartford Place — would 
also remain closed every 
night to store the heavy 
equipment required for 
the work, board members 
went ballistic. 

The agency has now 
cancelled plans to do any 
work on the Gravesend-
bound lane entirely. The 
new plans call for work — 
which began last month 
— in only one of the three 
Coney Island-bound lanes, 
which will remain closed 
24 hours a day to house 
the equipment until the 
work is done by the end 
of the year, according to 
a rep. The remaining two 
Coney Island-bound lanes 
will remain fully open to 
traffi c.

Mark said the new plan 
was a better fi t for the com-
munity, since there are 
many routes — via both car 
and train — for tourists to 
enter Coney Island during 
the summer, but limited 
ways for them to get out, es-
pecially in cars. 

One board member said 
the back-and-forth under-
scored the diffi culties that 
have sprung up as a result 
of the area’s rapid growth, 
and stressed that when 
the city plans future in-
frastructure projects, it 
must keep in mind that Co-
ney Island is teeming with 
tourists in the summer 
months.

“Nobody wants to hear 
that Coney Island has be-
come a victim of its own 
success, but they keep 
jamming in more and 
more people and more and 
more things, and it’s still 
a peninsula with limited 
ways in and out,” said Ida 
Sanoff. “They’ve got to 
wake up and smell the cof-
fee.” 

A bridge too far

BRIDGE BACKTRACK: The Department of Transportation changed its plan to shut down this lane of 
the Cropsey Avenue Bridge exiting Coney Island for maintenance work this summer after the local 
community board sounded the alarm about how the closure would affect summer traffi c. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Summer work on Cropsey Avenue span 
to Coney canceled after public outcry 
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
They turned these trash 
barrels into treasures. 

More than 450 amateur 
artists converged on Coney 
Island on May 5 to paint 
150 trash barrels and com-
pete for prizes in the annual 
Riegelmann Boardwalk 
Barrels of Fun contest. 

The event, co-sponsored 
by the Parks Department 

and the Alliance for Coney 
Island, encouraged families 
to get creative while keep-
ing the Boardwalk clean for 
the summer season, accord-
ing to the parks agency’s 
borough commissioner. 

“Brooklyn Barrels of 
Fun is a family-friendly 
way for New Yorkers to ex-
press themselves artisti-
cally,” said Marty Maher. 

“And it serves as a reminder 
to beachgoers to keep the 
beaches and Boardwalk 
clean and litter free.” 

The top artists in three 
categories — families, stu-
dents, and adults — won 
tickets to Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel, Luna Park, the New 
York Aquarium, and Cy-
clones games, according to 
a parks rep.

One couple brought their 
Cairn terrier Bernie, whose 
chill demeanor helped him 
sit still long enough for his 
owners to paint his likeness 
on a barrel. 

“It was a great event,” 
said Scott Kessler, who at-
tended with his partner, 
Joy. “I’ve drawn [Bernie] 
many times — he’s very 
calm and laid-back.” 

Coney Islanders have ‘Barrels of Fun’

OVER A BARREL: (Left) Scott and Joy Kessler painted a barrel in 
honor of their canine, Bernie, at the annual Barrels of Fun paint-
ing event at Coney Island on May 5. (Center) Wanda Vasquez, Pops 
Vasquez, and Carlos Quinones Jr. showed off their barrel creations. 
(Above) Lionel Chen, Frank Chen, and Hanzhu Zhao enjoyed paint-
ing at the event. Photos by Caleb Caldwell
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I challenge 
depression.

BY ALEXANDRA SIMON
A Brooklyn state pol is 
ramping up her campaign 
to designate an area span-
ning several neighbor-
hoods as Little Haiti with a 
weekend’s worth of events 
in the heart of the proposed 
district.

Haitian-American As-
semblywoman Rodneyse 
Bichotte (D–Flatbush), who 
proposes christening parts 
of East Flatbush, Flatbush, 
Ditmas Park, and Midwood 
as the “Little Haiti Cultural 
and Business District,” 
will kick off the festivities 
in the area on May 18 — an 
annual Haitian holiday cel-
ebrating the nation’s fl ag — 
and continue them for two 
days in an effort to draw 
attention to her initiative 
and those Brooklynites it 
honors, she said.

“For a very long time, 
this community has been 

concentrated by Haitians, 
and it’s a place where peo-
ple can come fi nd the cul-
tural resources other ar-
eas lack,” the pol said. 
“We have the people, busi-
nesses, language, and insti-
tutions here.”

Bichotte — an East Flat-
bush native and the fi rst 
Haitian-American elected 
to represent the city in the 
Assembly — will begin the 
events with a gathering at 
the corner of Nostrand and 
Newkirk Avenues, where 
she will reiterate her plan 
to form a Little Haiti before 
unveiling a sign for the re-
cently designated Tous-
saint L’Ouverture Boule-
vard — named for a leader 
of the Haitian revolution 
— on Nostrand Avenue be-
tween Newkirk and Flat-
bush avenues.

The newly co-named 
stretch of Nostrand Avenue 

would sit within Bichotte’s 
proposed cultural district, 
which would be generally 
bounded by E. 16th Street, 
Parkside Avenue, Brook-
lyn Avenue, and Avenue H 
— and also include Church 
Avenue between Brooklyn 
and Albany avenues — if 
created.

The pro-Little Haiti pro-
gramming will continue 
with a Haitian Flag Day 
celebration that evening, 
followed by a showing of 
paintings by Haitian artist 
Patricia Brintle at Bichotte’s 
Flatbush Avenue district of-
fi ce on May 19, and a May 
20 street fair on Nostrand 
Avenue between Clarendon 
Road and Avenue D — all of 
which the assemblywoman 
will host along with local 
Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D–Flatbush) and 
state Sen. Kevin Parker (D-
Flatbush).

Last year, Bichotte  boy-
cotted the city’s offi cial des-
ignation of the nearby “Lit-
tle Caribbean” cultural 
district , arguing offi cials 
should fi rst get behind her 
proposed enclave, plans 
for which have been in the 
works for a long time and 
are modeled after Miami’s 
historic Little Haiti quar-
ter, according to the assem-
blywoman.

“I went there to get a 
sense of the neighborhood 
and what they did,” she 
said. “I saw a cultural cen-
ter, a marketplace, and pub-
lic murals, and we want to 
mimic that.”

Many in the borough’s 
Haitian and Caribbean 
communities endorse her 
proposal, Bichotte said, 
and  the woman who spear-
headed the Little Carib-
bean designation  said she 
backs the idea, too. The 

designation also received 
the support of Community 
Board 14, whose district 
incorporates Flatbush and 
Midwood, as well as local 
pols including Williams, 
Haitian-born Flatbush 
Councilman Mathieu Eu-
gene, and Mayor DeBlasio.

She likened the desig-
nation she seeks to that es-
tablishing Little Caribbean 
— which did not name the 
area as a historic district 
under the protection of the 

Landmarks Preservation 
Commission, but rather as 
a cultural district in name 
only that can lure more in-
vestment and tourism dol-
lars to the area by champi-
oning its heritage, she said.

“It’s more of an eco-
nomic opportunity for our 
community recognizing the 
contributions we’ve made,” 
Bichotte said. “We’ve been 
living here for decades, and 
now that it’s being gentri-

Pol’s island appeal

HAITI’S CHAMPION: Haitian-American Assemblywoman Rodneyse 
Bichotte wants the city to designate a Little Haiti district. 
 Photo by Caroline Ourso 

Lawmaker hosts events in push for ‘Little Haiti’

Continued on page 11
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Daily Departures 7 days 
Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island, Manhattan, Bronx

EXPRESS

Dailllyy DDDDDeeeeppppaaarture

$40 in Free Play!
$30 Round Trip Ticket!

CatskillsExpress.com 
or 800.660.6000
for reservations

schedules  & info

The Riviera Brooklyn
2780 Stillwell Ave, Brooklyn, NY

718-372-3031  rivieracaterers.com

One Wedding at a Time

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
It is rocket fuel for the 
Ridge!

Bay Ridge’s Third Av-
enue will get cleaner, at-
tract more shoppers, and 
increase revenue for store 
owners if a plan to create a 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict to promote the com-
mercial strip is approved, 
locals say.

“The merchants on the 
avenue realize that to con-
tinue to be competitive 
they too have to reach out 
to have more of a borough-
wide and citywide pres-
ence,” said Ridgite Rob 
Howe, who also owns prop-
erty on Third Avenue.  

Howe began consider-
ing starting a Business 
Improvement District, 
which pools money raised 
through special taxes on 
building and business own-
ers within the district to 
pay for improvements in-
cluding sidewalk cleaning, 
additional signage, and 
promotion, in January, fi g-
uring it would benefi t own-
ers of the grocery stores, 
banks, and retail shops 
from 67th Street to Marine 
Avenue. 

So far, more than 50 
stakeholders have signed 
on, according to Howe. 
Fifty-one percent of busi-
nesses in the proposed 
district have to endorse 
the plan before it can 

move forward.  
A Board of Directors 

manages the partnership 
and decide on the tax, 
which is used to  fund the 
services, according to the 
city  Department of Small 
Business Services . 

Critics of the “bids,” 
which they are commonly 
called, charge that the ser-
vices are already provided 
by the city, and the cost is 
 yet another burden on their 
bottom lines , but Howe said 
the money goes back into 
the pockets of business 
owners. 

“When you give the city 
a dollar towards your Busi-
ness Improvement District, 
your dollar comes back to 
you,” he said. 

For the bid to become 

a reality, it has to pass 
through an 11-step process 
that requires two public 
meetings and Council and 
mayoral approval. 

The additional tax the 
district would collect to 
fund its operations has not 
yet been determined, since 
the plan is still in the explo-
ration phase.

Councilman Justin 
Brannan (D–Bay Ridge) 
and state Sen. Marty 
Golden (R–Bay Ridge) are 
both aware of and support 
the effort, according to 
their reps. 

A Third Avenue bid 
would be the third in Bay 
Ridge, which also has them 
on  86th Street  and  Fifth Av-
enue . Right now, there are 
23 bids in Brooklyn.

OPENING BID

MAKING A BID: Third Avenue merchants Maria Ingardia, Bryan 
Chin, Bob Howe, and Shelia Brody are pushing for a Business Im-
provement District on the stretch. Photo by Trey Pentecost

Ridgites seek Third Ave. ‘Business Improvement District’

fi ed, we don’t want that his-
tory to go unknown.”

Council will vote to offi -
ciate Little Haiti at its next 
legislative meeting some-
time in late May, accord-
ing to the pol, who said she 
hopes the local lawmak-
ers will also consider her 
proposal to co-name Rog-
ers Avenue between East-
ern Parkway and Farragut 
Road after Haitian forefa-
ther Jean-Jacques Dessa-
lines at the meeting.

And after decades of 
Haitians settling in Brook-
lyn, the immigrants and 
their descendants deserve 

an offi cial district showcas-
ing and celebrating their 
contributions to the bor-
ough’s culture, according 
to Bichotte.

“We want to bring 
awareness and invite peo-
ple to come and see the 
neighborhoods we live in, 
what kind of businesses 
we frequent, the churches 
we go to, and the language 
we speak,” she said. “And 
sometimes in order to do 
that, we need to promote 
who we are.”

Little Haiti announce-
ment (Nostrand and Newk-
irk avenues in Flatbush, 
 www.littlehaitibk.org ) on 
May 18 at 11 am. Free.

Haitian Flag Day “Sel-
ebrayson” at Bklyn Com-

mons (495 Flatbush Ave. 
between Empire Boulevard 
and Lefferts Avenue in 
Prospect-Lefferts Gardens, 
 www.haiticulturalx.org/
selebrasyon ) on May 18 at 6 
pm. Free.

Patricia Brintle art 
show at Assemblywoman 
Bichotte’s district offi ce 
[1312 Flatbush Ave. between 
Foster Avenue and Far-
ragut Road in Flatbush, 
(718) 940–0428] on May 19, 
6–9 pm. RSVP required by 
e-mailing derrickl@nyas-
sembly.gov. Free.

Haitian Flag Day street 
fair (Nostrand Avenue be-
tween Clarendon Road 
and Avenue D in Flat-
bush) on May 20, 11 am–6 
pm. Free.

LITTLE HAITI
Continued from page 10
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“It’s an album about 
scientifi c truths, and as 
much as making a science 
album is a political act 
now, then it’s political,” 
said Jason Rabinowitz, 
who lives down the block 
from musical partner Ja-
cob Stein in Park Slope.

For this show, the Pop 
Ups will play with a fi ve-
piece band for the fi rst 
time, in addition to its 
usual collection of puppet 
pals. The new indie rock 
and electro-pop songs ex-
plore the phenomena of 
light and sound and laud 
astronauts and astrono-
mers, paying homage to 
the people and fi eld of 
study that make the world 
go round, Stein said. 

“We wanted to make 
an album that really cele-
brated science and exper-
imentation,” he said. 

The dad duo was in-
spired to create an al-
bum of scientifi c and 
technical tunes after 
being tapped to write 
the theme song for the 
National Public Radio 
children’s science pod-
cast “ Wow in the World ,” 
which evolved into the 
new song “How Do We 

Know,” said Rabinowitz.
“We took that theme 

song and extrapolated it 
into a whole song — how 
do we know anything? 
Scientists do experiments 
and we accept the conclu-
sions of multiple experi-
ments,” he said. 

The pair also followed 
their own interests in me-
teors and music to make 
an album that can also be 
interesting for listening 
parents.

“We looked at ideas 
that were interesting to 
us — we’re not just inter-
ested in fi nding things 
that kids would like, we 
think about things that 
would seem wild to us,” 
said Stein. 

And an elaborate stage 
show will keep the con-
cert full of surprises, he 
added. 

“It’s based around vi-
suals — it has puppetry, 
live drawings, props, 
and visual storytelling,” 
said Stein. “We’re always 
looking for that sense of 
wonder, where you don’t 
know what’s going to hap-
pen next.”

The Pop Ups at Brook-
lyn Bowl (61 Wythe Ave. at 
N. 12th Street in Williams-
burg, www.brooklynbowl.
com). May 20 at 12:30 pm. 
$12.

“Usually they try to cor-
ral it into a cage,” he said. 
“If it’s viscous at any point 
then they try to tranquil-
ize it.”

Locals started report-
ing frequent raccoon and 
 opossum sightings  in late 
April and early May, as sev-
eral Marine Parkers began 
sharing pictures of the an-
imals to a local Facebook 
group. Some commented 
that there are more in the 
neighborhood recently. Jea-
nette said she has heard 
from coworkers and neigh-
bors that more critters have 
started showing up since 
the end of March. She has 
only seen the same big,  fear-
less raccoon that repeatedly 
prowls around her house on 
Coleman Street  — and she’s 
at a loss to fend it off.

“It’s in the trees, on 
the garage roof, climbing 
over the fences,” she said. 
“It’s big and fat and comes 
out in the daylight. It’s not 
afraid when I throw water 
at it.”

Other Marine Parkers 
have encountered less in-

timidating raccoons. One 
man  posted a picture of a 
raccoon sleeping on his 
patio furniture  during 
the day, prompting dozens 
of comments about other 
furry encounters.

“I was surprised there 
were so many raccoon 
sightings,” said John Chan. 
“I’ve driven around at 
night and seen opossums, 
but never raccoons.”

Chan said he will re-
place cushions that the ani-
mal relieved itself on, and 
will start bringing them in-
side at night. Jeanette said 
she hopes to trap the ro-
tund raccoon frequenting 
her house and take it to a 
more forested area nearby.

Some of the comments 

focused on the fact that the 
raccoons are being spot-
ted during the day, since 
the animals are normally 
nocturnal. Raccoons active 
during the day could have 
rabies, but is not necessar-
ily the case, according to 
 Wildlife NYC  — a city ini-
tiative to spread awareness 
of the wild animals that 
often live in urban spaces. 
People who see raccoons 
should refrain from feed-
ing them, keep their dis-
tance, seal off areas where 
they could make dens on 
a property, and vaccinate 
their pets, according to its 
website.

The city said that hom-
eowners who want to hire 
a professional to trap and 

remove raccoons or other 
wildlife should contact the 
state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation, 
which oversees state wild-
life. Department offi cials 
did not respond to requests 
for comment on the rac-
coons in Marine Park. 

This is not the fi rst time 
Southern Brooklyn has 
been overrun with rac-
coons. In 2016,  Gerritsen 
Beachers reported rampant 
raccoons roaming through-
out their neighborhood . 

Of course, some Brook-
lynites credit — or blame 
—  legendary police offi cer 
and “Bugbuster” Jimmy 
Baldessano  for repopulat-
ing Brooklyn with four-
legged varmints.

WILD PARK: A Marine Parker saw (above) this opossum crawling 
the streets. Another spotted (right) this raccoon on his property 
on April 29. These were among several pictures of wild animals 
posted on social media by locals since late April.  

Continued from page 1 
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POP UPS

BY ADAM LUCENTE
A man seriously injured 
himself and three others 
when he smashed his sport 
utility vehicle into a mini-
van in Canarsie on May 7.

Police received a call 
about the two-vehicle 
crash at the intersection 
of Seaview Avenue and E. 
85th Street at 5:56 am. Med-
ical personnel brought the 
driver of a 2007 Honda Pi-
lot to Brookdale Hospital 
with serious injuries. An-
other passenger from the 
Pilot, and the driver and 
passenger of the second ve-
hicle, a 2006 Honda Odys-
sey, also went to Brookdale 
Hospital, according to a 
police spokesman.

The crash occurred 
when the driver of the 
Pilot was travelling on 
Seaview Avenue from E. 
86th Street towards E. 85th 
Street, according to po-
lice. The driver of the Od-
yssey was pulling into the 
intersection from E. 85th 
Street to make a left on to 
Seaview Avenue when it 
was struck by the Pilot and 

pushed into the median. 
The Pilot then fl ipped and 
smashed into several ob-
stacles before fi nally com-
ing to a stop, according to 
the spokesman.

“Vehicle one spun 
around, struck a lamp 
post, fl ipped over, and hit 
a tree before coming to 

rest,” he said, referring to 
the Pilot.

The female passenger of 
the Pilot, the male driver 
of the Odyssey, and the fe-
male passenger of the Od-
yssey were all in “serious, 
but stable” condition as of 
4 pm on May 7, according 
to the spokesman. He only 

described the driver of the 
Pilot’s condition as “seri-
ous.” 

The driver of the Pilot 
was going at a “high rate 
of speed,” according to 
the spokesman. There are 
no charges and the crash 
remains under investiga-
tion, he said. 

Four seriously injured in Canarsie crash

SMASHED: Police inspect the aftermath of a two-car crash at Seaview Avenue and E. 85th Street in 
Canarsie.  Photo by Mark Mellone

it’s hard to navigate for 
seniors, for people push-
ing baby strollers, and 
not only that, you’re not 
supposed to park on the 
sidewalk,” he said. “If I 
parked on the sidewalk I 
would get a ticket.”

 The bill  — which 
Brannan co-sponsored 
in Council on March 7 
with Councilmen Jimmy 
Van Bramer (D–Queens) 
Rafael Espinal (D–Bush-
wick) — gives the Com-
missioner of the Con-
sumer Affairs Agency 
the power to suspend or 
revoke the license of any 
car dealership which re-
ceives two or more vio-
lations in a year for ille-
gally parking or leaving 
cars on sidewalks or in 
crosswalks. Van Bramer 
had  previously intro-
duced the bill in 2016, but 
it never made it to the 
fl oor for a vote .

The city traffi c rules 

already note that  parking 
or stopping cars in cross-
walks and sidewalks is il-
legal , and  carries a $115 
fi ne , which traffi c enforce-
ment agents issue, accord-
ing to a Department of 
Transportation rep. 

But Brannan said that 
the offi cers often don’t 
write tickets for illegally 
parked dealership cars 
that lack registrations or 
license plates, letting the 
businesses off the hook. 

The Police Depart-
ment did not respond to 
a request for comment, 
but the transportation 
agency rep said the city 
expected car dealers to 
pay up if they break the 
already-existing law. 

“The rules apply to ev-
eryone,” said Alana Mo-
rales. 

But Brannan said that 
the rules needed to be 
better enforced, because 
dealers were also taking 
away parking, which is 
already at a premium in 
the neighborhood.
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Learn more at www.LuHiSummerCamps.org
Find us on Facebook & Twitter

GREAT 
PROGRAMS 

STILL 
AVAILABLE

Building Friendships 
that Last a Lifetime!
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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