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Strike a prose!
Models strutted a runway set up inside the Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central branch on May 11 for 
an event showcasing clothes created by the 15 de-
signers who recently completed the book lender’s 
inaugural Fashion Academy, a 12-week educational 
program that taught the budding local fashionistas 
the ins-and-outs of building their brands. 
 Photo by Caroline Ourso

A CIVIC BOOTY
DA: Top-paid CB6 staffer forged signatures approving his raises

BY COLIN MIXSON
He’s getting hammered!

The one-time highest-paid 
employee at Park Slope’s com-
munity board faces up to seven 
years behind bars for allegedly 
forging documents that netted 
him a fi ve-fi gure raise on the 
taxpayer’s dime, according to 
the district attorney.

Craig Hammerman, who 

in October  stepped down as 
the district manager of Com-
munity Board 6  after being 
 arrested on stalking charges  
that  offi cials later dropped , 
sent four letters requesting 
a salary hike to the borough 
president between May 2015 
and October 2017 — one that 
was allegedly signed by for-
mer board Chairman Gary 

Reilly, and three others fea-
turing current Chairman Sa-
yar Lonial’s John Hancock.

But Lonial and Reilly never 
signed off on their staffer’s il-
licit pay raise, according to 
District Attorney Eric Gon-
zalez, who said that Hammer-
man’s scheme infl ated his sal-
ary from $105,180 to $121,931 
by the time of his resignation.

“This defendant allegedly 
sought to enrich himself with 
money to which he was not en-
titled,” Gonzalez said. “This 
was a betrayal of the public 
trust that cannot be toler-
ated.” 

Members of the civic panel 
— which also serves Gowanus, 
Boerum Hill, and Red Hook 
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Made to fi t on Fourth Avenue
Tower designed to fi ll land and air space of next-door lots

BY COLIN MIXSON
This building is letting it all hang 
out!

A new 12-story high-rise going 
up in Park Slope looks more Tet-
ris block than residential tower 
because its upper fl oors jut out 
over open sky above the struc-
ture’s three-story neighbor.

Architects of the building at 
269 Fourth Ave. between First 
Street and Garfi eld Place said 
they came up with its seemingly 
suspended-in-air design in or-
der to make the most of the lot’s 
building rights — and the air 
rights above the next-door apart-
ment complex at 265 Fourth Ave., 
which the new tower’s builder 
scooped up not long after it pur-
chased the development site.

“There’s really more … devel-
opable area than the footprint al-
lows. So, right off the bat, a lot of 
the design direction in how we 
want to develop and study this is 
fi nding a place for that area,” said 
Jordan Rogove, a head of Man-
hattan-based fi rm DXA Studio, 
which is designing the tower.

The high-rise will feature 39 
condo units, according to a rep 

for its developer, the uppermost 
of which will occupy parts of 
what appear to be fl oating fl oors 
Rogove said will be supported 
by a cantilever — an engineer-
ing feat builders use to extend 
certain structures,  such as the 
Brooklyn–Queens Expressway’s 
three-tiered section in Brooklyn 

Heights , above thin air.
The asymmetric design will 

allow builder New Empire Real 
Estate Development —  the com-
pany whose nine-story Sheep-
shead Bay tower made headlines 
when it was announced last year  
— to pack more square footage of 
living space into the tower, while 
keeping its height within the lot’s 
125-foot limit set by zoning laws, 
according to the designer, who 
said parts of high-rise’s interior 
will mirror its cantilevered fa-
cade.

“It’s unique for the neighbor-
hood, and it became a motif we’re 
repeating in the interior,” Rogove 
said.

The building’s condominiums 
will include studios and simi-
larly sized one-bedroom apart-
ments priced at roughly $800,000, 
and top-fl oor three-bedroom, two-
bathroom units listed at around 
$3,000,000, according to the devel-
oper’s rep, Howard Chen.

And architects are still tweak-
ing its fi nal design, but Rogove 
said it will likely include ground-
fl oor retail space, a gym and a 

HEADS UP!: Parts of a new residential 
tower planned for Fourth Avenue will 
be cantilievered over a neighboring 
property. 
 New Empire State Real Estate Development

CHARGED: Craig Hammerman.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Rumors abound that the an-
cient creature — believed to 
weigh more than 40 pounds 
and stretch nearly two-feet 
in length — plods among the 
nearly 560,000 permanent oc-
cupants of Brooklyn’s 478-acre 
Green-Wood Cemetery, before 
sunning itself near the grave-
yard’s ponds and casting its 
large shadow on the tomb-
stones of famous and infamous 
residents, including William 
“Boss” Tweed — who built a 
19th-century political empire 
and an historic  city courthouse  
on a foundation of corruption.

But they were just rumors.
Until now.
For today, this newspaper, 

after years of failed attempts 
to fi nd the unfi ndable — to 
prove the unprovable — has 
fi nally obtained photographic 
evidence of a beast so elusive it 
had become known as the Sas-
quatch of Green-Wood.

That creature, of course, 
is Godzilla — the heretofore 
mythical saurian that struck 
fear into even the most lion-
hearted of gravediggers wary 
of crossing its path.

Whispers of its existence 
have persisted for years, with 
tales of its razor-sharp beak 
slicing up fallen trees and yet-
to-be-buried corpses like  a 
Ginsu through a tomato .

On warm days, it is believed 
to bubble up from the Syl-
van Waters and lay its gnarly, 
pointed shell on a nearby mon-
ument to attorney-turned-art-
ist George Catlin, a cemetery 
resident who gave up a life of 
lawyering in the 1800s to paint 
Native American tribes living 
out West.

Or so it was said.
Green-Wood’s own Eric 

Barna, who claimed to have 
spotted it just once about four 
years ago, thought it was some 
kind of dinosaur.

That comparison, of course, 
led to its, shall we say, nom de 
tombe.

Caught on fi lm for the fi rst 

time, that title seems a misno-
mer.

For this armored giant, 
which many say is more be-
fi tting of Green-Wood than its 
crowd-pleasing  Monk parrots 
and koi fi sh , turns out to be 
your basic chelydra serpentina 
— or, as the kids today call it, a 
snapping turtle.

But calling 
him Gamera, for 
the equally im-
posing giant fl y-
ing turtle from 
the equally ex-
hilarating Jap-
anese monster-
ploitation fi lms of yore, just 
doesn’t work — a fact you can 
chalk up to linguistics.

The common snapping tur-
tle, in fact, is nearly identical 
to similar fossil specimen that 
date back 228-million years, 
a point not lost on those that 
have tracked Godzilla.

“They co-habitated with 
archaeopteryx and brontosau-
rus,” said excited wildlife ecol-
ogist Michael McGraw, who 
works for Brooklyn-based fi rm 

Applied Ecological Services. 
“It just blows my mind.”

And despite the fact that 
turtles like Godzilla are fairly 
ubiquitous in North America, 
the same cannot be said for 
the County of Kings, where 
they were nearly hunted to ex-
tinction back when Gage and 

Tollner’s lunch 
special included 
a turtle soup so 
delicious, it sent 
lines out the Ful-
ton Street institu-
tion’s revolving 
door and down 
Red Hook Lane.

Much like elephants, it is 
said that turtles never forget, so 
it is not unbelievable that any re-
maining would keep a low pro-
fi le — thus the diffi culty in fi nd-
ing the critter lurking amidst 
the burial ground’s headstones 
and within its ponds.

But now that its existence 
has fi nally been documented, it 
begs the questions, “Are there 
more out there, and, more ur-
gently, should we be afraid?”

Local herpetologists sus-

pect at least one mating pair 
occupies each of its four ponds 
— an educated guess based 
on studies done at graveyard 
leaders’ behest.

“Breeding occurs in the 
water,” McGraw said. “It looks 
like a wrestling match be-
tween two giant turtles.”

Females often take to land 
following the aquatic love 
making to fuel gestation with 
the sun’s rays and fi nd safe 
places to lay their clutches — 
meaning Godzilla is probably 
a she, and the mother of more 
than a few hatchlings.

“We hope there are baby 
Godzillas out there too,” 
McGraw said.

But those with the intesti-
nal fortitude to see the crea-
ture up close be warned: slow 
as it may be, it can slice off ex-
tremities in one bite.

“They’re called snapping 
turtles for a reason,” McGraw 
warned.

Editor’s note: The Sunday 
Read is written for fun, and 
not intended to be entirely fac-
tual. But the turtle is real.

Legendary creature revealed
Photographic evidence proves cemetery’s ‘Sasquatch’ is real

PROOF AT LAST: Godzilla, a large snapping turtle seen around Green-Wood Cemetery, is as legendary among 
graveyard goers as its namesake is among fans of Japanese monsterploitation fi lms. 
 All Roots Lead to Brooklyn / Jhon Usmanov
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Don’t have an art attack!

Prospect-Lefferts Gardens 
residents dismayed over the 
loss of a beloved Fenimore 
Street mural can turn their 
frowns upside down because 
another artist will create a 
new painting on the wall that 
featured the decaying public 
artwork.

And locals may recognize 
the woman tapped to produce 
the new mural on the Feni-
more Street–side of the build-
ing at 631 Flatbush Ave., ac-
cording to its caretaker, who 
said artist Katie Merz also 
created a massive painting 
on another Flatbush Avenue 
structure just down the road 
at the site of  a controversial 
megadevelopment on the edge 
of Boerum Hill .

“I commissioned Katie, 
who is responsible for the 
beautiful mural at 80 Flatbush 
in Boerum Hill, to donate a 
bigger mural in the coming 
weeks,” said Royce Douglas. 
“The old mural was well re-
ceived by the community, but 
unfortunately over the years 
it started peeling, and it was 
recently vandalized.”

Many locals reacted with 
shock after workers smeared 
black paint over the original 
mural — which eight artists 
collaborated on back in 2011 
— taking to social media last 
week to lament its sudden de-
struction.

“No!!!” Jill Krupnik wrote 
when commenting on a May 

8 Facebook post reporting the 
mural’s disappearance.

And other residents 
blamed gentrifi cation for the 
public painting’s removal — 
but those folks might be sur-
prised to know their neighbors 
blasted the artwork as a sign 
of social change back when it 
was created, according to one 
man who helped the fi rst mu-
ral come to be.

“A handful of people com-
plained about the original 
mural as an example of gen-
trifi cation,” said Bob Marvin, 
a bigwig at PLG Arts, which 
orchestrates public-art proj-
ects in the neighborhood. “Ev-
erything sparks controversy 
these days, but I don’t see the 
painting of the wall as an ex-
ample of gentrifi cation, and I 
certainly don’t see painting 
over it as that either.”

But locals won’t have to 
look at the blank canvas for 
long, according to Merz, who 

said she planned to begin 
working on her new mural 
last weekend.

The piece will recall her 
elaborate, three-story black-
and-white mural at 94 Flat-
bush Ave., which builder Al-
loy Development paid Merz 
$50,000 to create before it razes 
that structure and several of 
its neighbors to make way for 
its fi ve-building 80 Flatbush 
complex —  if the project and 
its necessary upzoning appli-
cation survive the city’s Uni-
form Land Use Review Proce-
dure .

But the fi nal design of the 
Prospect-Lefferts Gardens mu-
ral will come together organi-
cally, according to the artist, 
who said she plans to tap the 
creative minds of passersby 
while creating it, like she did 
when working on her other 
public artwork  last year . 

“It will be totally free 
form,” Merz said. “It’s like 
crowdsourcing, or a collec-
tive.”

Douglas met Merz on the 
street while she painted her 
Boerum Hill mural, accord-
ing to the artist, who said the 
caretaker asked her “if I work 
for free.” And it turns out Merz 
does — at least in Prospect-
Lefferts Gardens, she said.

“My dad literally grew 
up down the street, and his 
dad was a super on Winthrop 
Street,” Merz said. “I love 
working on things I’m con-
nected to.”

— with Saul Marquez

OUT WITH THE OLD: The mural painted in 2011 featured a psychedelic cat. Google

BY COLIN MIXSON
It’s a stroke of good fortune.

Stroke victims in the 
greater Park Slope area will 
have a better chance of sur-
viving the deadly brain at-
tacks with the debut of a local 
hospital’s mobile emergency 
room tailor-made to provide 
immediate treatment.

The so-called “mobile 
stroke-treatment unit,” 
which leaders at Methodist 
Hospital will begin deploying 
on May 28, is outfi tted with 
equipment and emergency 
responders capable of start-
ing victims’ care the second 
the high-tech ambulance ar-
rives on the scene, according 
to a physician.

“Response time is a criti-
cal factor in stroke recov-
ery … we are bringing the 
emergency room directly to 
a patient suffering a stroke,” 
said Dr. Matthew Fink, the 
chief neurologist at New 
York-Presbyterian Hospital, 
which  in 2016 merged  with 
Methodist after decades of 
working closely with the lo-
cal institution. “This is a 
game changer.”

The specialty ambulance 
is staffed by two paramedics, 
a registered nurse, and an ex-
pert trained to use the vehi-
cle’s on-board brain scanner 
to immediately detect signs 
of a stroke — the fi fth leading 
cause of death in the country, 
according to National Stroke 
Association statistics.

The roving emergency 
room also features telecom-
munication equipment its 
crew can use to video confer-
ence with neurologists, who 
can advise on treatment as 
the patient is rushed to the 
hospital.

Methodist Hospital’s ex-
perts treat more than 400 
stroke victims each year, and 
roughly 85 percent of those 
victims suffer a type of brain 
attack that can be mitigated 
by the immediate use of an 
intravenous medication that 
busts clots preventing blood 
fl ow to the vital organ in 
their skulls, the hospital’s 
top stroke doctor said.

But the IV tpa medication, 
which will also be aboard the 
mobile emergency rooms, 
is only effective if adminis-
tered within roughly four 
hours of suffering the type of 
stroke it treats, according to 
Dr. Natalie Cheng, who said 
providing timely care is a big 
reason for rolling out the spe-

cial ambulance — because 
victims often show up at the 
hospital when it’s too late. 

“We hope to reach those 
patients quickly, because 
getting treatment as soon as 
possible is necessary,” said 
Dr. Cheng.

The Brooklyn stroke-
treatment unit’s arrival fol-
lows the debut of similar 
vehicles in Queens and Man-
hattan, bringing the number 
of specialty ambulances in 
the larger New York-Presby-
terian network to three — 
the most at any hospital in 
the country, a rep said. 

The Manhattan vehicle 
responded to 454 emergen-
cies in its fi rst year of ser-
vice, according to the rep, 
who said its crew provided 
stroke treatment roughly 40 
minutes faster on average 
than a standard ambulance.

And Methodist Hospital’s 
vehicle will also be integrated 
into the city’s emergency-
response system, allowing 
911 operators to dispatch it 
along with city paramedics 
responding to stroke victims, 
according to the Fire Depart-
ment chief.

“The FDNY is proud to 
once again partner with New 
York-Presbyterian to inte-
grate two new mobile stroke-
treatment Units into the 911 
system for rapid treatment of 
patients,” said Fire Commis-
sioner Daniel Nigro.

Medical-center bigwigs 
purchased the ambulance 
with money from a founda-
tion funded by the fortune 
of a  late commercial real-es-
tate executive from New York 
City , the rep said.

Roving remedy

FAST TRACK: Methodist Hospi-
tal’s new mobile stroke-treatment 
unit will be staffed with a team of 
experts, one of which can oper-
ate the vehicle’s on-board brain 
scanner, which can immediately 
detect signs of stroke. 
 Photo by Adriana LopetroneNabe’s art swapped

Old mural painted over to make way for new piece

BLACK AND WHITE: Katie Merz’s 
massive mural at 94 Flatbush Ave. 
in Boerum Hill. 
 Community News Group / Colin Mixson

Ambulance offers quicker stroke care
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
This “aye” saw a different way for-
ward.

The civic gurus who voted against a 
rezoning proposal for a divisive mega-
development on the edge of Boerum 
Hill are shortsighted, and neglected 
to consider the benefi t of hashing out 
the project’s fi ner points with its devel-
oper when casting their ballots, said 
the lone Community Board 2 member 
who supported the scheme at the May 
9 full-board meeting.

“I wanted to hopefully have an op-
portunity to negotiate,” said Clinton 
Hiller Lenny Singletary, the panel’s 
second vice chairman. “When you say 
‘no,’ you remove all opportunity to ne-
gotiate.”

Thirty-two board members, how-
ever, overwhelmed Singletary’s solo 
vote of support with their “nay” votes 
on the upzoning request for 80 Flat-
bush — a fi ve-building complex with 
residential, educational, cultural, and 
commercial spaces that builder Alloy 
Development wants to erect on a patch 
of  land bounded by Flatbush and Third 
avenues and State and Schermerhorn 
streets . Two board members recused 
themselves from voting, and fi ve ab-
stained.

The project includes the construc-
tion of 38- and 74-story towers that 
would be triple the size of what regu-
lations currently allow on the land, 
leading many locals and pols to blast it 
as simply too massive for its location, 
and requiring its developer to push 
it through the city’s Uniform Land 
Use Review Process before breaking 
ground.

And Singletary’s fellow board mem-
bers’ purely advisory vote against 80 
Flatbush, which followed a  unanimous 
“nay” vote by the panel’s Land Use 
Committee , completely ignored the 
scheme’s public benefi ts — including a 
newly built 350-seat elementary school, 
 a separate facility for high-schoolers 
studying inside the currently belea-
guered Khalil Gibran International 
Academy building on Schermerhorn 
Street , 200 below-market-rate apart-
ments, and the local jobs the complex 
will generate, he said.

“It’s an opportunity to bring jobs 
to Brooklyn and provide the school 
with other resources,” said Singletary, 
who moderated  the fi rst ulurp-man-
dated public hearing on 80 Flatbush  
in March. “If it was solely about a de-
velopment with no other components, 
it would have been easy to say, ‘this is 
too massive.’ ”

If the city ultimately denies the up-
zoning, Alloy bigwigs intend to axe 

the so-called affordable housing and 
both schools, and instead work within 
current zoning laws to build one 400-
foot high-rise containing market-rate 
units, according to a rep.

And Singletary said the board 
could have at least rejected the current 
80 Flatbush proposal with some rec-
ommended moderations — like it did 
with  a similar rezoning request lead-
ers of a Fort Greene church recently 
proposed in order to erect their own 
planned tower  — which might lead to 
a compromise between developers and 
community that still results in some 
public good.

“I know many of my colleagues 
from the board kind of take an all or 
nothing approach. But maybe there’s 
a way to have a conversation, and get 
some concessions,” he said.

The beep, who last month hosted 
his own hearing on 80 Flatbush, is ex-
pected to give his opinion on the proj-
ect in the coming weeks, and the re-
zoning application now moves on to 
the City Planning Commission, then 
Council, before it fi nally lands on the 
desk of Mayor DeBlasio, who will ulti-
mately decide its fate.

CB’s pro-development 
party of one speaks

Civic guru reveals why he cast lone vote 
in favor of project panned by his panel

VOICE OF DISSENT: Community Board 2’s 
full board overwhelmingly voted 32–1 against 
an upzoning proposal fi led by the builders 
of the 80 Flatbush megadevelopment — a 
shortsighted decision considering the proj-
ect’s public benefi ts, according to the lone 
“aye” vote. Alloy Development / Luxigon



COURIER LIFE, MAY 18–24, 2018 5  DT



COURIER LIFE, MAY 18–24, 20186    DT

Call today to make an appointment:

860-671-1727
www.universalaestheticsllc.com
514 Ocean Pkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218

BODY SHAPING PRP THERAPY

SK IN V ITAMINS INJECT ION

COOL     
Sculpting
Ultrasound      
Cavitation          
velashape

LIPO Laser
PRESSO 
Therapy
COOL Slimming
Massage

Vampire   
Facelift
Vampire Facial 
micro-needling
Vampire Breast 
lift

O-Shot
P-Shot
PRP Hair           
Restoration

Botox            
Injections
Juvederm 
Fillers
Collagen P.I.N. 
micro-needling

HIFU Facial
HYDRA                
Facial acne       
treatment

Energy and    
Balance
Better Mood
Deeper Sleep
Mental Clarity

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

Fit for all types of skins
Removing all kinds of hair on 
all types of skins
Cure for pseudo-folliculitis

Stretch marks removal
Scar removal
Treatment of spider veins & 
other benign vascular lesions

Stay healthy, beautiful and young!

Balanced immune 
system
Weight Loss
Higher Metabolism

BY JULIANNE CUBA
History has its price, and they 
don’t want to pay it.

City preservationists 
should nix the Atlantic Av-
enue buildings within their 
proposed extension of the 
Boerum Hill Historic Dis-
trict because paying to main-
tain the structures will make 
it harder for the commercial 
strip’s mom-and-pop shops to 
turn a profi t, some small-busi-
ness owners said at a May 8 
hearing on the plan.

“In an already challenged 
retail environment, land-
marking restrictions will se-
verely impact potential small-
merchant tenants that might 
wish to upgrade a storefront,” 
said Rene Lynch, whose At-
lantic Avenue store between 
Hoyt and Bond streets would 

sit within the district if it ex-
pands as proposed.

The Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission established 
the Boerum Hill Historic 
District in 1973, requiring 
the agency’s sign-off on al-
terations — including small 
tweaks to windows, awnings, 
and signs — to the approxi-
mately 250 buildings, most 
of which are 19th-century 
row houses, within its area 
roughly bounded by Wyck-
off, Hoyt, Pacifi c, and Nevins 
streets.

Last October, the preser-
vationists suggested broaden-
ing the district to include 38 
more buildings by incorporat-
ing three separate chunks of 
land into its jagged perimeter. 
Those swaths include the ma-
jority of buildings on the city 

block bounded by Dean, Smith, 
Bergen, and Hoyt streets; other 
structures standing within 
an area roughly bounded by 
Bergen, Bond, Wyckoff, and 
Nevins streets; and several 
Atlantic Avenue-facing build-
ings between Hoyt and Nevins 
streets.

And most of the proposed 
additions make sense — except 
for those structures on Atlan-
tic Avenue, according to an-
other critic, who echoed claims 
that designating them as part 
of the district would hurt lo-
cal commerce, and noted that 
the commission even identi-
fi ed some of the buildings as 
newly constructed or altered 
without preservation in mind, 
reducing their historical sig-
nifi cance.

“I’m afraid that a build-
ing designated as a landmark 
would be much more expensive 
to manage,” said the critical 
owner of another Atlantic Av-
enue small business between 
Hoyt and Bond streets.

Expanding the historic dis-
trict to include parts of the 
commercial strip also threat-
ens to destroy the tight-knit 
community by pricing out 
neighborhood merchants who 
know their local customers, 
leaving their empty store-
fronts to be fi lled by unfamil-
iar corporate retailers that 

can afford the costs to main-
tain historic sites, according 
to Lynch, who gave the com-
mission a petition signed by 
more than a dozen mom-and-
pop proprietors who don’t 
want their storefronts land-
marked.

“We fear that small-time 
landmark owners will be 
forced to accept chain-store 
tenants, and we will forever 
lose what is most prized about 
our neighborhood,” she said. 
“If it becomes landmarked, 
I’m afraid we’re going to end 
up like so much of Manhattan 
— turning into Duane Reade.”

 Many Boerum Hillers en-
dorse the expanded historic 
district in its entirety , how-

ever, as does local Council-
man Stephen Levin. And one 
supporter argued now is the 
time to protect the neighbor-
hood’s past, as massive new 
developments — such as the 
controversial fi ve-building 80 
Flatbush complex  planned for 
just blocks away  — start pop-
ping up in the area.

“It is necessary to cre-
ate stronger protections of 
Atlantic Avenue to preserve 
the fi nest and most intact ex-
amples of 19th-century com-
mercial architecture,” said 
Sandy Balboza, a member of 
business-boosting group the 
Atlantic Avenue Betterment 
Association, who also lives on 
the street.

They’ll keep 
the change

GETTING BIGGER: The city wants to expand the Boerum Hill Historic 
District, outlined in blue, to the areas drawn in red.

Atlantic Avenue biz owners want out of 
extended Boerum Hill Historic District 
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Now there’s a faster way  
to treat strokes: 

Take the hospital  
to the patient.

It’s a stroke treatment center—complete with  
a CT scanner and access to a neurologist from 
Weill Cornell Medicine—that can travel straight 
to the patient, saving them precious time and 
precious brain cells. If you suspect someone’s 
having a stroke, call 911. 

Learn more about the MSTU at nyp.org/mstu

The Mobile Stroke Treatment Unit  
is now in Brooklyn. 

This ad entitles you to 50% off
your first Acupuncture session.

New clients only.

Must mention coupon when calling.

Offer expires 9/30/18

Services:
Physical Therapy
Acupuncture

 Massage Therapy

SARRICA

Physical Therapy & Wellness

Sarrica Physical Therapy & Wellness
“Quality Care For A Better Quality of Life”

Dr. Marcello Sarrica,
DPT, OCS, CSCS
Dr. Paul Nasri, DPT
Jodi Gentili, MS, LAc
Anthony Giannone, LMT

Tel: 347-560-6920
Marcello@sarricapt.com
     @sarricapt

www.sarricapt.com

474 Bay Ridge Parkway Brooklyn, NY 11209
15 West 39th Street, 4th floor, New York, NY 10018

    

An inclusive Montessori school 
for children 2 - 6 serving the 

Park Slope / Gowanus
community for forty years.

277 3rd Avenue
(bet. Carroll & President Streets)

Call to schedule a preschool tour

718-499-5667
www.rivendellnyc.org/admissions.html

Rivendell School
Rivendell School provides a warm,
creative environment where children

develop independence, respect for each
other, and a lifelong love of learning.
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Concrete jungle
Some vandal went on a wrecking 

spree on Flatbush Avenue sometime 
overnight on April 25, busting win-
dows of four different vehicles.

Four people complained to po-
lice that when they left their vehi-
cles along Flatbush near a popular 
Prospect Park attraction between 9 
pm and 2 am the next day, they re-
turned later to fi nd at least one win-
dow of their cars busted.

Fortunately, none of the victims 
complained about stolen property, 
cops said.

No arrests have been made and 
the case has been closed, according 
to police.

Punched in the park
A 13-year-old girl smacked a 

37-year-old woman in the face inside 
Prospect Park on April 27.

The victim told police she was 
in Brooklyn’s Backyard near Lin-
coln Road and East Drive at 5:40 pm, 
when the girl hit in her the face as 
she walked by.

The teen was not arrested, and 
police closed the case, cops said.

Bike bandit
A thief rode off with a woman’s 

bike she left inside a parking lot 
near her Fourth Avenue home on 
April 15.

The victim told cops she locked 
her bike in the lot between 12th and 
13th streets at 7:30 pm, and returned 
almost two weeks later to fi nd her 
ride stolen.

Candy man
Cops busted a 38-year-old man 

on burglary charges for allegedly 
stealing candy from the lobby of an 
Eighth Avenue apartment building 
on May 5.

Surveillance footage shows the 
suspect enter the lobby of the build-
ing between Third and Fourth 
streets at 7:15 pm, before snagging 
the package full of red candy and 
fl eeing, according to authorities.

Hog wash
Some crook drove away with a 

man’s motorcycle he parked on Pol-
hemus Place on May 3.

The victim told cops he parked 
his hog between Carroll Street and 
Garfi eld Place at 6 pm, and returned 
two days later to fi nd his bike stolen.
 — Colin Mixson

88TH PRECINCT
FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL

Drink up!
A scoundrel threw a hot cup of 

coffee on a worker inside a Myrtle 
Avenue bodega on May 11, police 
said. 

The villain entered the deli near 
Washington Park around 11 am and 
became irate — hurling the piping-
hot liquid on the victim working be-
hind the counter, causing swelling 
and redness to his stomach, accord-
ing to authorities.

Where’s my wallet?
Some sneak swiped a guy’s wal-

let inside a restaurant on Myrtle Av-
enue on May 6, cops said. 

The 28-year-old victim told po-
lice he was inside the eatery near 
Clermont Avenue around 7:30 pm 
waiting for a food order when he left 
without his wallet.

The victim went back, but his 
wallet containing cash, his credit 
cards, and driver’s license was gone, 
according to offi cials.

Tire thief
A punk took tires off a victim’s 

car parked on Ryerson Street on 
May 8, police said. 

A witness told authorities he saw 
the jerk remove the two front tires 
off his client’s Honda near Park Av-
enue around 11 pm.

The good-for-nothing then 
hopped into a 2001 gray Honda and 
drove off, authorities said. 

Bye, cycle
A nogoodnik rode off with a 

guy’s electric bike parked on N. El-
liott Place on May 10, police said. 

The victim told cops he was mak-
ing a food delivery near Park Ave-
nue around 8 pm when some male-
factor rode off towards Flushing 
Avenue with his black A26 electric 
bike.

Printer pilferer
Some rogue stole a guy’s printer 

from a university hall on Saint 
James Place on May 11, cops said. 

The 23-year-old victim told au-
thorities the good-for-nothing took 

his FlashForge three-dimensional 
printer from a classroom inside the 
college building near Clifton Place 
some time between 11:30 am and 6 
pm.

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Bike-riding rascal 
Some jerk stole a guy’s bike he 

locked up on Adams Street on May 
6, police said. 

The 31-year-old victim told of-
fi cials he chained his bike up near 
Front Street to go to the gym around 
6:45 pm, and when he got back about 
an hour later, his two-wheeler — 
along with his lock, helmet, and 
lights — was gone.

Stabbed in the back 
A snake stabbed a guy in the 

back on Lawrence Street on May 5, 
cops said.

The villain attacked the man 
between Willoughby and Fulton 
streets around 6:30 pm before run-
ning away, cops said.

Paramedics transported the 
25-year-old victim, who police later 
discovered had an active warrant, 
to Methodist Hospital with a stab 
wound to the lower-left side of his 
back, offi cials reported. 

In a split second 
A baddie swiped a woman’s wal-

let inside a Montague Street bank 
on May 4, police said.

The 63-year-old victim told cops 
she placed her wallet on the auto-
mated-teller machine inside the 
bank near Clinton Street around 
8:20 am.

Then she bent down to look in 
her bag, at which time the good-
for-nothing must have swooped in 
and grabbed her wallet containing  
credit cards and cash, according to 
authorities.

Bag raiders
Three nogoodniks swiped a 

teen’s bag on Jay Street on May 5, 
offi cials said.

The 19-year-old victim put her 
black Coach bag down on the side-
walk near Willoughby Street around 

3:50 am while arguing with a friend, 
and the trio of louts grabbed her 
purse and ran off, cops said.

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Pipe attack
Police arrested a pair of perps 

who they said broke multiple win-
dows on a car with a metal pipe and 
then allegedly punched the driver 
in the face on Wakeman Place on 
May 10.

The alleged assault occurred be-
tween Ridge Boulevard and Third 
Avenue, just before 4 pm, and left 
the driver with redness and swell-
ing to his nose, offi cials said.

Slap happy
A nogoodnik clocked a man in 

the face on Shore Road on May 7. 
The assault went down at 82nd 

Street just before 2:45 pm, and 
caused pain, bruising, and a lacera-
tion to the victim’s face, according 
to a report.

Phone a friend 
A brute threw a woman’s phone 

to the ground on Gelston Avenue 
on May 7 after they got into a fi ght 
about road rage.

The good-for-nothing smashed 
the phone on the ground between 
90th and 92nd streets just before 
5:30 pm, according to authorities.

Defl ated tire
A punk slashed a tire on Fort 

Hamilton Parkway on May 11. 
The incident occurred around 

6:45 am at 86th Street, cops said. 

Wheel down
A villain cut a motorcycle’s front 

tire on Fort Hamilton Parkway on 
May 12. 

The miscreant committed the 
crime between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues at 3:15 am, police said.  

Anti-social behavior 
Cops cuffed a woman who they 

said slapped another woman mul-
tiple times in the face inside a 64th 
Street home on May 12. 

The pair was fi ghting about so-
cial-media postings in the home be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues at 
10:30 pm when the suspect knocked 
the woman’s phone out of her hand, 
breaking it, authorities said. 

 — Julianne McShane

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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SPECIAL ONE-TIME RATE
SUMMER MEMBERSHIP VALID 5/19 TO 8/31

SUMMER IN THE CITY 

Prospect Park YMCA & 
Park Slope Armory YMCA

Summer Membership
$300  

FOR FAMILY

$210  
FOR ADULT

OPEN HOUSES: 
May 19 & June 9
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Visit us to learn more about 
these TWO great locations for 

ONE perfect summer price! 

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL

LET OUR CLAIMS DEPARTMENT
COLLECT FROM THE RESPONSIBLE
INSURANCE COMPANY INCLUDING

IMMEDIATE CAR RENTAL
You Benefi t By Keeping Your Insurance

Rates Down While Maintaining
An Excellent Driving Record

3511 Fort Hamilton Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11218 
- 10 Blocks from Ocean Parkway on Ft. Hamilton Parkway - 

Established 1958

OPEN 
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 
7:30 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY
9 A.M. – 5 P.M.

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

TOWING
FROM
ANY
LOCATION
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I’m not a 
medical 
professional

BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re remaking the brand-
ing!

The owners of Brooklyn 
Heights grocer Sahadi’s are 
stamping a new logo on the 
shopping bags and packaging 
for their Middle Eastern deli-
cacies as they prepare  to ex-
pand their operation beyond 
Atlantic Avenue  to a new out-
post in Sunset Park.

“Sometimes you need a re-
fresh. You see it all the time 
with brands,” said Ron Sa-
hadi, who with his sister 
Christine Sahadi Whelan took 
over day-to-day operations of 
the 70-year-old market in 2016. 
“We didn’t go away from who 
we are and what we do.”

For years, customers 
toted the shop’s nuts, spices, 
roasted coffee, and other 
treats sold in bulk inside con-
tainers and bags emblazoned 
with a royal-blue logo that 
featured the Sahadi’s name 
written in a quirky, curved 
sans-serif typeface above a 
drawing of the fl agship store-
front its current co-owners’ 

grandfather opened in 1948.
But that logo also promi-

nently displayed the original 
location’s 187 Atlantic Ave. 
address, and management 
decided that redesigning the 
branding to exclude the spe-
cifi c coordinates made sense 
following the announcement 
the grocer would  set up shop 
inside Industry City  later this 
year, according to Sahadi.

“We killed the Atlantic Av-
enue address,” he said.

Sahadi’s new address-free 
logo also features a drawing 
of the fl agship storefront, but 
the rendering is far more min-
imal than its predecessor, and 
sits below the business’s name 
written in a clean, serif font.

And the new branding, 
which the co-owners con-
tracted a graphic designer to 
create, is black — in large part 
because management strug-
gled to replicate the former 
logo’s exact royal-blue hue on 
all of the store’s packaging, ac-
cording to Sahadi, who said 
many loyal patrons approved 
of the change after he started 

stocking shelves with materi-
als stamped with the new de-
sign over the past weeks.

“Two people on Saturday 
randomly told me they love 
the new logo,” he said. “Every-
one seemed to like it.”

Or most everyone, that 
is, because another loyalist 
blasted the switcheroo as un-

necessary, and out of line with 
the type of old-school com-
merce the Sahadi family built 
its business on.

“Why the need to rebrand 
everything? Everyone loved 
the old logo,” said Crown 
Heights resident Bill Brad-
ley, a self-proclaimed monthly 
customer of the Atlantic Ave-

nue location. “It represented, 
to me, an old-fashioned way of 
shopping.”

Other Sahadi’s fans, how-
ever, said they don’t care what 
logo the grocer prints on its 
plastic bags as long as it con-
tinues to offer mouth-watering 
food and dependable service.

“I seriously did not notice 
[the logo] — I appreciate the 
food and the care that I get,” 
said Brooklyn Heights resi-
dent Jarilyn Kaplan.

Those mourning the loss of 
the royal-blue logo still have 
time to snag a memento, ac-
cording to Sahadi, who said 
his workers will dole out pack-
aging with the old branding 
until it all runs out.

And it’s not fi rst time Sa-
hadi’s patrons lamented an 
aesthetic change at the store. 
In 2007, some dedicated shop-
pers blasted management for 
 trading the grocer’s classic 
glass jars for generic plastic 
containers  to display its bulk 
goods — but that swap was 
only temporary, and the glass 
vessels have since returned.

CHECKING OUT: Park Slope Courier deputy editor Anthony Rotunno 
weighs the new, left, and old, right, logos. CNG / Julianne Cuba 

Grocer makes an about typeface
Sahadi’s debuts new logo as local staple grows beyond Brooklyn Heights
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COBBLE HILL

(71188) 7733322-0222  •  zpraaddd..ccomm

205 SMITH STREET, BROOKLYN, NY 11201

3T WIDE-BORE MRI  •  3D MAMMOGRAPHY  •  LOW-DOSE CT   
PET/CT  •  NUCLEAR MEDICINE  •  ULTRASOUND  
X-RAY  •  DEXA BONE DENSITY

Your reports & images 
available to you on our 
Web Portals
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 (855.540.2274 TTY/TDD) or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account3 which provides you 
with access to over 55,000 ATMs, ATM fee rebates, mobile banking and mobile check deposit.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New Maximum Money Market account and new money only. APY effective April 30, 2018. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at 
current rate. Minimum deposit balance to open the Maximum Money Market account is $5,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. The APY for the 
Maximum Money Market account is 0.10% for daily account balances between $0 and $4,999, 0.15% for daily balances between $5,000 and $24,999, 1.25% for daily balances between 
$25,000 and $74,999, 1.25% for daily balances between $75,000 and $99,999 and 1.70% for daily balances of $100,000 or more. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must 
maintain the stated tier balance for the statement cycle to receive the respective disclosed yield for that tier. 2 New money only. APY effective April 30, 2018. Annual percentage yield 
assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing 
Bank account. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject 
to change without notice. 3 New money required for new checking accounts only. A Flushing Bank checking account with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised 
rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. Fees may reduce earnings on these accounts. A checking account is not required for IRA 
accounts.
Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.®

Maximum
Money Markety

1.70%
$100,000 minimum deposit

APY1

15-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

36-Month 
Certificate of Depositp

2.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY2

BY JULIANNE CUBA
This is a bid problem.

Leaders of the business-
improvement district charged 
with promoting commerce in 
Fort Greene and Clinton Hill 
better step up their game, or 
the mom-and-pops that foot 
the so-called bid’s budget want 
out, according to irate shop-
keepers.

“Get rid of the bid. It’s gar-
bage,” said Ralph Jawad, who 
runs two Fulton Street busi-
nesses and a Lafayette Avenue 
deli within the organization’s 
domain. “All of Fulton Street 
is paying money to it, and 
what is the bid doing for us?”

Many of the enraged en-
trepreneurs said that Fulton 
Area Business Alliance bid 
bigwigs’ failure to stop the 
Department of Transporta-
tion from  starting to add dedi-
cated bus lanes to a stretch of 
Fulton Street spanning Fort 
Greene and Clinton Hill  last 
November was the last straw 
after years of neglect from the 
organization. 

Shopkeepers blasted the 
lanes as bad for business be-

cause they would increase 
congestion, reduce parking, 
and complicate deliveries, and 
chastised bid leaders for disre-
garding their concerns when 
they supported the infrastruc-
ture plan at the time.

But the controversial bus 
lanes are just the latest exam-
ple of the bid’s failure to im-
prove its commercial district 
— which incorporates Fulton 
Street between Ashland Place 
and Classon Avenue; Lafay-
ette Avenue between Ashland 
Place and S. Portland Street; 
and parts of Greene and Put-
nam avenues.

The business owners are 
also fed up with its allegedly 
subpar promotion of their 
shops, inadequate security 
services, and poor manage-
ment of area construction 
work — including the city’s 
long-delayed transformation 
of Fulton Street’s triangu-
lar pedestrian island Fowler 
Square into an open plaza,  a 
makeover the bid conceived of 
way back in 2010 .

“Building the pedestrian 
plaza took longer than ex-
pected, which hurt everyone 
around the triangle. And the 
bid was the lead on this proj-
ect,” said Dimitrios Koutrou-
manos, the owner of Academy 
Restaurant on Lafayette Av-
enue.

And now many shopkeep-
ers are tired of paying the 
taxes that fund the organiza-
tion, which collects varying 
amounts of cash from the en-
trepreneurs based on their 
store frontage and other fac-
tors to subsidize its annual 
$480,000 budget — money it 
should use towards street 
beautifi cation, security, and 

other services that roughly 
two dozen business owners 
said are lacking in a letter 
they recently penned to the 
city asking for a way out.

“The bid has not just failed 
to improve our lives, it has 
unimproved them,” read the 
April 30 letter to the Depart-
ment of Small Business Ser-
vices, where offi cials provide 
support to individual bids, but 
do not have a say in their op-
erations.

But the dissatisfi ed shop-
keepers are forgetting that 
bid leaders actually reduced 
the amount of regulations the 
Transportation Department 
wanted to enact with the Ful-
ton Street bus lanes, accord-
ing to the business booster’s 
head.

“People have been telling 
businesses things that are not 
true. We testifi ed at the com-
munity board, reached out to 
DOT and elected offi cials, and 
as a result DOT cut the bus 
proposal’s street parking lim-
itations by 50 percent,” said 
Phillip Kellogg. “And FAB se-
cured additional loading zones 
to help with the businesses to 
send and receive.”

The bid is also collaborat-
ing with New York’s Finest to 
better protect its member busi-
nesses, and working on ways 
to improve its communication 

with shopkeepers, whose best 
interests remain its top prior-
ity, Kellogg said.

“We aggressively work with 
NYPD and other law enforce-
ment agencies, and have been 
recognized for our efforts,” he 
said. “We have been ramping 
up our outreach, and going 
directly to businesses to hear 
their concerns and answer 
their questions, and we’re go-
ing to do more of that.”

And there’s no simple way 
for businesses to opt out of the 
bid, which now automatically 
incorporates any new store-
front opened within its bound-
aries following its establish-
ment in 2009. The only way 
to get rid of it is to dissolve it 
through a complicated legal 
process, according to a rep for 
the Small Business Services 
Department.

But if the bid’s leaders can 
keep their promises to amp up 
local stores’ security and pro-
motion, the frustrated shop-
keepers will likely be okay 
with returning to business as 
usual, according to another 
entrepreneur.

“We would like to see more 
marketing, more security,” 
said Rocky Widdi, who with 
his brother Subi runs the Key 
Food grocery store at 991 Ful-
ton St. “It just needs a little 
more improvement.”

It’s merchant mutiny!

FED UP: Subi Widdi, who helps run 
the Key Food at 991 Fulton St., is 
among those who want the local 
bid to shape up.

Ft. Greene and C’Hill entrepreneurs turn on local biz-boosters
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“The Fidelis Care Mission is central to every 
part of our work. We really care about helping 
those who need health insurance, and ensuring 
they have quality coverage. I’m proud that we’ve 
grown to serve more than 1.7 million members.”

Nancy Cox-Reed
Associate Operational Auditor

����������	�
����������������
(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 711

2 0  Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E

HERE TODAY. HERE TOMORROW.

HERE TO STAY.
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
They’re leaf-ing it in a judge’s 
hands.

A group of Fort Greeners 
is taking the Department of 
Parks and Recreation to court 
after offi cials  fi bbed about the 
health of dozens of trees  they 
want to chop down in Fort 
Greene Park to make way for 
their  controversial  makeover 
of a swath of the green space.

“We found so much mis-
information coming from 
the Parks Department,” said 
Sandy Reiburn, a member of 
anti-redesign group Friends 
of Fort Greene Park, which 
fi led the lawsuit last month. 
“It is basically cutting down 
healthy trees for the purpose 
of a redesign — what other 
funny business is going on?”

Last year, agency leaders 
claimed the trees in question 
wouldn’t survive for much lon-
ger while trying to gain sup-
port for their plan to refash-
ion a corner of the meadow 
near Myrtle Avenue and Saint 
Edwards Street, prompting 
Reiburn and a fellow friend of 
the park to request a report by 

city-hired arborists on the sta-
tus of the plants — which the 
locals said showed the trees 
were perfectly healthy after 
they received the study via a 
Freedom of Information Law 
request.

And after uncovering that 
untruth, the friends of the 
park began to wonder what 
the agency withheld from an-
other redesign-related report 
on the park’s history and cur-
rent condition, which arrived 
heavily redacted after the 
group submitted another foil 
request for that document, ac-
cording to their lawyer.

“Nothing makes anyone 
more curious than being told 
that you can’t see something,” 
said Michael Gruen. “It’s a 
good report, very thorough 
and objective — I’m talking 
what we can see of it — and 
it is hard to imagine on what 
basis they removed large sec-
tions.” 

Gruen on April 20 submit-
ted an Article 78 appeal — a 
legal motion that challenges 
decisions made by city or state 
agencies — to a Supreme Court 

judge in Manhattan, demand-
ing offi cials fork over the en-
tire contents of the redacted 
report that landscape archi-
tects prepared in 2015 as the 
Parks Department planned 
the makeover of Fort Greene 
Park, which calls for axing the 
mostly healthy trees and lev-
eling some decades-old hilly 
mounds in order to install an 
open pedestrian plaza leading 
from the street to the Prison 
Ship Martyrs Monument.

The judge will decide 
whether the agency must 
fork over the full study in the 
next few weeks, according to 
Gruen, who said the ruling 
will determine whether the 
friends of the park will pro-
ceed with a more robust law-
suit to stop the redesign in its 
tracks.

“Right now we have a case 
that can be decided quite 
quickly,” he said. “I hope that 
will tell us more, and if it’s 
necessary to do a suit over the 
actual project.”

And even if the current 
court case can’t upend the en-
tire $10.5-million makeover — 

which is set to begin next year 
after being okayed by both 
the  local community board  
and  Landmarks Preservation 
Commission  — its outcome 
could still lead Parks Depart-
ment offi cials to reconsider 
axing the healthy trees, ac-
cording to Reiburn.

“Maybe this will slow them 
down to come up with a rea-
sonable compromise where 
the trees remain viable,” she 
said.

Earlier this month, another 
New York State court  ruled in 

favor of journalists’ Article 
78 suit against the city , grant-
ing them access to Mayor De-
Blasio’s e-mails with a bigwig 
at a powerful consulting fi rm 
after the reporters argued the 
documents were necessary to 
determine what, if any, infl u-
ence the man held over Hiz-
zoner’s decisions while in of-
fi ce.

A Parks Department 
spokeswoman declined re-
quests for comment, citing a 
policy not to discuss pending 
litigation.

STOP THE CHOP: Fort Greeners opposed to the redesign of their epony-
mous meadow fi led suit against the Parks Department after it fi bbed 
about the health of trees it planned to cut down as part of the project.

Parks goes to the bench
Ft. Greeners sue city to stall their meadow’s makeover
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates
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VISIT PCRICHARD.COM FOR A STORE NEAREST YOU

LOOK FOR OUR CIRCULAR
IN TODAY’S PAPER!
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BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
Come along for the new ride! 

Luna Park–goers can line 
up for a new attraction on 
May 26 — the 140-foot-tall As-
tro Tower, which lifts thrill-
seekers 14 stories above Co-
ney Island before dropping 
them in a free-fall punctu-
ated by a series of bounces 
and twisting rotations.

But while they pause 
at the tower’s peak, riders 
will enjoy a sweeping view 
of the People’s Playground, 

and then a brief light show 
created by the attraction’s 
more than 5,200 colored 
lights.

The ride — located on 
the Riegelmann Boardwalk 
at W. 15th Street, next to the 
Endeavor ride and across 
from the Thunderbolt roller 
coaster — was named after 
the park’s historic rotating 
observation tower nearly 
double its size that was  dis-
mantled in 2013 amid fears 
that it would fall . 

It’s one fun fall!
ABOUT TO DROP: The new 140-foot-tall Astro Tower at Luna Park will 
take visitors for a stomach-churning free fall. Photo by Caleb Caldwell

BY JULIANNE MCSHANE
A corrections offi cer at the fed-
eral Metropolitan Detention 
Center in Sunset Park was 
found guilty on 23 counts of 
sexual abuse in Brooklyn fed-
eral court on Monday.

Eugenio Perez forced fi ve 
female inmates — through 
physical force and intimida-
tion — to engage in sexual acts 
with him over a three-year pe-
riod between January 2013 
and September 2016, while he 
was a lieutenant at the jail. 

The U.S. Attorney for the 
Eastern District of New York 
said Perez took advantage of 
his professional power.

“Perez was a calculating 
predator who brazenly abused 
the authority of his position 
and betrayed his oath as a cor-
rectional offi cer when he sex-
ually abused women under 
his control and entrusted to 
his care,” said Richard Dono-
ghue. 

Donoghue said that he and 
the other prosecutors hoped 
the verdict would help the vic-
tims move forward.  

“We hope that today’s ver-
dict brings some measure of 
closure and justice to the vic-
tims of Perez’s crimes.”

The fi ve victims who tes-
tifi ed during the two-week 
trial said that Perez arranged 
for them to clean his offi ce 
at night so he could be alone 
with them, and that he subse-
quently forced them to keep 
quiet about the abuse.

Perez faces a maximum 
sentence of life in prison.

The conviction of Perez is 
the latest indication of a pat-
tern and culture of sexual 
abuse against female inmates 
in the jail. 

One of his former fellow 
lieutenants,  Carlos Richard 
Martinez, was convicted in 
January of raping a female in-
mate there , and a guard, Ar-
mando Moronta, pled guilty to 
sexually abusing three female 
Metropolitan Detention Cen-
ter inmates last November.

Cop sent to clink
Former offi cer at S’Park jail faces life in prison after 
jury convicts him of sexually abusing female inmates

BUSTED: Eugenio Perez, a federal 
correctional offi cer, was convicted 
on multiple charges of sexual 
abuse of fi ve women who were 
inmates at the Metropolitan Deten-
tion Center in Sunset Park. 
 U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce 

■
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Grand
Opening

BY ADAM LUCENTE
Hundreds of Brooklynites waived Pal-
estinian fl ags and held signs reading 
“right to return” and other slogans at 
a pro-Palestinian protest in Bay Ridge 
on Monday — hours after the United 
States opened its embassy in Jerusa-
lem, and Israeli soldiers opened fi re on 
Palestinian demonstrators at the bor-
der with Gaza.

One of the protest’s organizers said 
the neighborhood’s large Palestinian 
community welcomed the display of 
solidarity.

“People poured into the protest 
walking out of restaurants,” said Nerd-
een Kiswani. “Seeing people who felt 
the same sentiments was amazing.”

The protest commemorated the 
Nakba — Arabic for “catastrophe” 
— which is how Palestinians refer to 
their displacement following the cre-
ation of Israel 70 years ago this week, 
and the subsequent Arab-Israeli con-
fl icts.

Israelis celebrate their indepen-
dence on May 14, while Palestinians 
typically mark the day with protests.

Monday’s demonstration on the 
corner of 72nd Street and Fifth Avenue 
was particularly charged after devel-
opments in Israel earlier that day. As 
the United States opened its embassy 
to Israel in a disputed Jerusalem, Is-
raeli soldiers shot and killed 60 Pales-
tinian protesters, mostly by gunfi re, 
who were marching on the fence sep-
arating the Hamas-controlled Gaza 
Strip and Israel. Some threw stones 
and tried to break through the barrier, 
according to Agence France-Presse.

The images of Trump administra-
tion offi cials celebrating the embassy’s 
opening in Jerusalem while the vio-
lence raged on in Gaza angered many 
at the Ridge protest.

“Ivanka and Jared were sipping 
champagne, and Jared was talking 
about peace while they were massa-
cring people,” said Kiswani, who grew 
up in Bay Ridge. 

Several pro-Palestinian groups or-
ganized the protest, including Within 

our Lifetime United for Palestine, 
which Kiswani cofounded. Around 300 
attended, among them Ridgites, activ-
ists, and even some Jewish groups, in-
cluding Neturei Karta, a movement of 
Orthodox Jews who oppose the found-
ing of Israel on religious grounds. 

Palestinian activism is not new to 
Bay Ridge. Several of the country’s 
most notable activists are from the 
neighborhood, including Linda Sar-
sour, former head of the Ridge-based 
Arab American Association of New 
York. Displays of solidarity with the 
Palestinians are the norm there, said 
Kiswani.

“Bay Ridge is a stronghold of Pal-
estinian identity,” he said. “It’s ex-
pressed in Bay Ridge much more than 
other places.”

One Borough Park protest attendee 
from the Workers World Party, a 
Marxist-Leninist group that supports 
the liberation of Palestine, said she 
feels support for the Palestinian issue 
is gaining momentum in the borough 
and around the country, especially af-
ter May 14.

“Even pro-Israel groups had no 
choice but to speak out,” said Kayla 
Popuchet. “People are learning more 
about Palestinian history.”

Middle East confl ict hits 
Southern Bklyn streets

Locals rally for Palestine in Bay Ridge

VOICES HEARD: Hundreds waved fl ags and 
shouted in support of Palestine during the 
May 14 protest, which commemorated Pales-
tinians’ exodus from their homes following 
the establishment of Israel.
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THE CATASTROPHE: The worldwide rallies, which turned deadly in Israel this year, marked 
the Nakba — the Arabic word for “catastrophe” that Palestinians also use to refer to the fi rst 
Arab-Israeli war in 1948. Photo by Trey Pentecost
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SAVE $5 On Admission
Order Tickets Online Now!

Special Weekend Events Include Wine, Beer 
& Cider Seminars, Food Pairings & More!

MAY 26TH & 27TH

THIS IS A RAIN OR SHINE EVENT
Columbia Co. Fairgrounds, Chatham, NY

www.hudsonberkshirewinefestival.com
Information & tickets available on-line at:

AWARD-WINNING WINERIES, DISTILLERIES 
AND CIDERIES FROM NY AND MA

TURN YOUR POWER ON
A Natural Approach To Living

Chiropractic & Holistic Care
446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209

718-921-5483

Healthy & Pain Free
In the care of Dr. Vincent Adamo... 

WELCOME MTA, VERIZON, PORT AUTHORITY EMPLOYEES

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
Sliding scale fees for uninsured patients

All Major CC

 BACK PAIN 
 NECK PAIN 
 FOOT, KNEE, HAND, 

   SHOULDER PAIN
 HEADACHES 
 SCOLIOSIS 
 DIABETES 
 FIBROMYALGIA
 ADD/ ADHD/ AUTISTIC DISORDER 
 SPORTS INJURIES
 NUTRITION &  LIFESTYLE 

   EDUCATION 

CALL US 
FOR OUR

FREE 
NUTRITION 

AND LIFESTYLE
EDUCATION 

CLASSES

BY ADAM LUCENTE
This team is running places!

The women’s track and 
fi eld team at Kingsborough 
Community College repeated 
as national champions on Sat-
urday. The team’s coach said 
it was extra satisfying win-
ning again even after losing 
so many athletes to four-year 
schools following last year’s 
victory.

“It’s a really good feeling as 
a coach and former athlete,” 
said Dave Loobie. “I under-
stand what it takes to get to 
that level.”

 The women’s team at Kings-
borough won the National Ju-
nior College Athletic Asso-
ciation’s Division III outdoor 
track and fi eld championships 
on May 12 up in Utica . 

 The team won the same 
event last year, as did the 
men’s team , although this 
year the men fi nished in third 
place, thanks to several inju-
ries. 

Continued success is a chal-
lenge for the school, since run-
ners only stay for two years 
before going on to four-year 
institutions. 

The coach said that the 
team’s close calls prepared the 

Kingsborough women are track-and-fi eld queens

CHAMPS AGAIN: The Kingsborough Community College women’s outdoor track and fi eld team repeated as 
national champions on May 12.  Kingsborough Athletic Department

coaching staff to help the ath-
letes fi nish strong this year. 

“We stress that every point 
counts,” said Loobie. “The 
championship is won by one 
point sometimes. We lost a 
district championship by one 
point before.”

The team was particularly 
aided by sophomore Shantal 
Rouse’s performance. She won 
the 100-, 200-, and 400-meter 
races, and the long jump, in 
addition to running for some 
of the relay teams. Rouse said 
that succeeding in differ-
ent events was what the team 
coached her to do.

“It’s the kind of training 
we do daily,” she said. “We do 
multiple events.”

Rouse is currently weigh-
ing which offer to take from 
universities next year. Loobie 
said that his star runner 
training for several exhaust-
ing events embodies the sac-
rifi ces the girls make for their 
teammates — and the champi-
onship.

“You can just focus on two 
events, on individual perfor-
mance,” he said. “But for the 
championship, the focus is on 
the team. It’s all about what’s 
best for the team.” 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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1-888-396-2567•43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

WE ARE SURE TO HAVE A VEHICLE IN OUR LARG

IF YOU CAN’T MAKE IT TO US, WE’LL PICK YOU UP! CALL 888-396-2567 FOR COMPLIMENTARY PICK UP.

O O G S C Q S

$7,995BUY 
FOR:

40k miles, Stk#35990
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ALTIMA
$7,900BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#8357
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY MALIBU
$6,995BUY 

FOR:

39k miles, Stk#31564
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#30571
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN SENTRA
$6,995BUY 

FOR:

125k miles, Stk#34486
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'09 HONDA PILOT
$4,995BUY 

FOR:

108k miles, Stk#31719
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'08 TOYOTA RAV4

$10,888BUY 
FOR:

39k miles, Stk#32001
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN ROGUE
$11,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#35438
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#M39081
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 HONDA ACCORD
$11,975BUY 

FOR:

6k miles, Stk#24998
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA
$11,588BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#15579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 ACURA ILX
$10,995BUY 

FOR:

41k miles, Stk#35579
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

$14,995BUY 
FOR:

5k miles, Stk#34700
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 HONDA ACCORD
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

29k miles, Stk#29208
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD EXPLORER
$14,995BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#32831
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 DODGE CHARGER
$14,888BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34471
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA ODYSSEY
$13,888BUY 

FOR:

24k miles, Stk#M38786
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 HONDA CIVIC EX
$14,588BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#34467
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA RAV4

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

START NOW AT 
MEMORIAL 



COURIER LIFE, MAY 18–24, 2018 21  

A SPECIAL EDITION OF 24–SEVEN

 Inside

❍ Summer concerts

❍ Outdoor theater

❍ Cyclones schedule

❍ Fun on the waves

  

’18
ITION OF 24–SEVEN

Summer

 FUN



COURIER LIFE, MAY 18–24, 201822    

SUMMER FEST ’18

Easy does it 
Eight-piece brass ensemble the Soul 

Rebels will bring its brand of New Or-
leans soul to Brooklyn for a high-en-
ergy outdoor show at Industry City. 
Make a plan to check out the horn-
heavy band’s soulful conglomeration 
of jazz, funk, rock, and more. 

The Soul Rebels at Industry City 
Courtyard 1-2 (Second Avenue between 
36th and 37th streets in Sunset Park, 
(718) 865–3740, www.industrycity.com). 
June 1 at 8 pm. $15.

Primus sucks!
The alternative rock band Primus 

will play its bizarre, bass-heavy tunes 

for a cult following at this Coney Island 
show, who will no doubt chant the self-
deprecating slogan mentioned above. 
Heavy metal icons Mastodon will open 
the show. 

Primus and Mastodon at the Ford 
Amphitheater (3052 W. 21st St. at the 
Boardwalk in Coney Island, (718) 954–
9933, www.fordamphitheaterconeyis-
land.com). June 3 at 7 pm. $24–$399.

Musica rock
Famed Latin rock artists Los Lo-

bos will fl y in from Los Angeles to play 
an afternoon show in Prospect Park as 
part of the Bric Celebrate Brooklyn! 
Festival — the fi rst of several Celebrate 
Brooklyn shows on this list! The band, 

which has recorded many, many more 
songs since “La Bamba” became the 
fi rst Spanish-language to top the Amer-
ican pop charts in 1987, will play tunes 
from throughout its 43-year career.

Los Lobos at the Prospect Park 
Bandshell [enter at Ninth Street and 
Prospect Park West in Park Slope, (718) 
683–5600, www.bricartsmedia.org/cb]. 
June 10 at 3 pm. Free.

Country in the city
Alt-country stars the Jayhawks 

will join the mandolin and violin-
heavy band Mandolin Orange in Pros-
pect Park, where its music will match 
the green, natural surroundings.

The Jayhawks at Bric Celebrate 

Brooklyn! Festival [Prospect Park 
Bandshell, enter at Ninth Street and 
Prospect Park West in Park Slope, (718) 
683–5600, www.bricartsmedia.org/cb]. 
June 16 at 7 pm. Free.

Local boy
Park Slope’s own Jonathan Coulton, 

who records delightfully nerdy songs 
about monkeys, robots, and the power 
of the Internet, will open the Celebrate 
Brooklyn stage for pop punkers Su-
perchunk and for famed singer-song-
writer Aimee Mann, who worked with 
Coulton on several songs from her lat-
est, Grammy-winning album “Mental 
Illness.”

Aimee Mann at Bric Celebrate 
Brooklyn! Festival [Prospect Park 
Bandshell, enter at Ninth Street and 
Prospect Park West in Park Slope, (718) 
683–5600, www.bricartsmedia.org/cb]. 
June 21 at 7:30 pm. Free.

The naked truth
Flash back to your college years 

with ’90s rockers Barenaked Ladies, 
coming down from Canada to enjoy 
the Brooklyn summer and bust out 
tunes about Kraft dinner and Chickity 
China, the Chinese chicken. The band 
will play near the waves with another 
blast from the past: Better Than Ezra.

Barenaked Ladies at the Ford 
Amphitheater (3052 W. 21st St. at the 
Boardwalk in Coney Island, (718) 954–
9933, www.fordamphitheaterconeyis-
land.com). June 27 at 7 pm. $22–$155.

Rap in the park
Rapper, lyricist, and Brooklyn na-

tive Talib Kweli may be as much known 
for his tweets as his songs nowadays, 

BY ADAM LUCENTE

The music scene is hot this summer! Brooklyn’s brutal winter is fi nally over, so it is time 

to get outside and hear some music! We have pored over the many offerings and distilled a 

dozen must-see concerts happening in the borough this summer.

Sounds of Sounds of 
summersummer

The best outdoor concerts in Brooklyn

Continued on page 23

SONGS OF SUMMER: Famed singer-songwriter Aimee Mann will play the Prospect Park Bandshell on June 21. The talented Mexican-American band Los Lobos, shown here playing the 
White House during the previous administration, will bring its Latin rock to Prospect Park on June 10. Crowds fl ock to the Prospect Park Bandshell for the many shows that are part of the  
Bris Celebrate Brooklyn! Festival. 
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Dr. James A. DiGiuseppi 

FREE 

DR. JAMES 
DiGIUSEPPI

Laser Hair Removal - 
Underarm, Brazilian Bikini, Full Leg

3 Titan Skin Tightening Treatments
3 IPL Sun Spot Removal Treatments
5 Laser Genesis Treatment

Doctor Supervised
Designed for your individual body

Non-surgical Painless (12 Treatments Recommended)

Lose 3-5 inches off your waist & other areas

Buy One Area Get 2nd Area Half Price
(LESSER OF 2 WILL BE 1/2 PRICE) All prices are per session.

SUMMER FEST ’18

but he will spit his best rhymes 
in a Brownsville park on June 
30. The socially concious rapper 
will be joined by rising soul duo 
Oshun.

Talib Kweli at Betsy Head 
Park (Bristol Street between 
Dumont and Blake avenues 
in Brownsville, (212) 360–1399, 
www.cityparksfoundation.org). 
June 30 at 6 pm. Free.

Desert blues
This summer, pass some time 

in the heat with the blues group 
Songhoy Blues. The group from 
Mali blends its native West Af-
rican tunes with good ole blues 
music, making a beautiful and 
unique mix of sounds.

Songhoy Blues at Union Pool 
(484 Union Ave. at Meeker Ave-
nue in Williamsburg, (718) 609–
0484, www.union-pool.com). 
July 7 at 2 pm. Free.

Emo lives
Emotional hardcore bands 

Taking Back Sunday and Co-
heed and Cambria will bring 
a night of angst-fi lled, heart-
wrenching lyrics and over-
driven guitars to the sun-
drenched shore of Coney Island. 
Bust out the eyeliner and relive 

the sad punk sounds of your 
teenage years! 

Taking Back Sunday and Co-
heed and Cambria at the Ford 
Amphitheater [3052 W. 21st St. at 
the Boardwalk in Coney Island, 
(718) 954–9933, www.fordamphi-
theaterconeyisland.com]. July 
21 at 6:30 pm. $39–$289.

Island music
The offi ce workers of Down-

town’s Metrotech center will 
get a free visit to the Gullah re-
gion of South Carolina when 
the band Ranky Tanky takes 
the stage. The group mixes the 
traditional music of African-
American inhabitants from the 
coastal islands of South Caro-
lina and Georgia with modern 
soul and R&B. 

Ranky Tanky at MetroTech 
Commons (304 Bridge St. be-
tween Myrtle Avenue and Tech 
Place Downtown, (718) 636–
4100, www.bam.org). Aug. 2 at 
noon. Free.

Time machine
You couldn’t get away! ‘80s 

new wave gods A Flock of 
Seagulls, best known for the 
synth hit “I Ran” and the lead 
singer’s amazing swoosh of 
hair, will play the Coney Board-

walk as part of the nation-
wide nostalgia tour “The Lost 
’80s Live!” which will also fea-
ture Reagan-era rockers Wang 
Chung, Naked Eyes, the Roman-
tics, and more.

The Lost ’80s Live! at the 
Ford Amphitheater [3052 W. 21st 
St. at the Boardwalk in Coney 
Island, (718) 954–9933, www.
fordamphitheaterconeyisland.
com]. Aug. 3 at 7 pm. $19–$299. 

Dirty work
The annual Afropunk Fest 

usually has a good lineup, but 
this year’s addition of Janelle 
Monae, the multi-Grammy 
nominated singer whose latest, 
funky album “Dirty Computer” 
blasted her out of the closet on a 
wave of funky guitars and rap 
tracks, has pushed it over the 
top. Monae will headline the 
second day of the festival, but 
also performing that weekend 
will be legends Erykah Badu, 
Tyler the Creator, Fantastic 
Negrito and a plethora of other 
artists.

Afropunk Fest at Commodore 
Barry Park (Flushing Avenue 
between Navy Street and North 
Elliott Place in Fort Greene, 
www.afropunkfest.com/brook-
lyn). Aug. 25–26. $60–$160.

PARK PARTY: The skillful lyricist Talib Kweli will rap at a free con-
cert in Betsy Head Park in Brownsville on June 30. 
 Associated Press / Robb D. Cohen

Continued from page 22 
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‘Dream’ come true!
Smith Street Stage performs the 

most appropriate Shakespeare play 
for the middle of summer: “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream.” This production 
of the giddy magical comedy about 
fairies, lovers on the run, and incom-
petent amateur actors, set in modern 
New York City, will run for two weeks 
in Carroll Park, then move indoors for 
another seven performances. 

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” at 
Carroll Park (Carroll Street at Smith 
Street in Carroll Gardens, www.smith-
streetstage.org). June 20–July 1; Wed–
Sun at 7:30 pm. Free.

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 

at the Actors Fund Arts Center (160 
Schermerhorn St. between Hoyt and 
Smith Streets Downtown). July 11–13 
at 7:30 pm; July 14 at 2 pm and 7:30 pm; 
July 15 at 2 pm. $10.

Summer lovin’
The New York Classical Theatre 

will present the pair star-crossed lov-
ers under the stars, when it brings 
“Romeo & Juliet” to Brooklyn Bridge 
Park in late July. 

When you come, bring sturdy shoes 
— the company’s “panoramic theater” 
style will keep the audience moving 
from one location to the next as the ac-
tion moves from the streets of Verona 
to the Capulet crypt. 

Shakespeare Festival” in Bay Ridge’s 
Owl’s Head Park will feature several 
performances of Shakespeare’s witty 
comedy “Much Ado About Nothing” 
from BrooklynOne Production, with 
Elizabethan activities and music be-
tween the shows. 

“Much Ado About Nothing” in 
Owl’s Head Park (68th Street at Colo-
nial Road in Bay Ridge, www.bkone.
org/theatre). Aug. 25 at noon. Free. 

A bare stage
Finally, the body-celebrating Torn 

Out Theater Company — known for its 
all-female, all-nude production of “The 
Tempest” two years ago, and a naked, 
all-male version of “Hamlet” last sum-
mer, will mix things up a bit this year. 
It will present a mixed-gender show by 
a different 17th century playwright: 
“The Rover,” by Aphra Behn, one of 
the fi rst women to make a living as a 
playwright. The show will mix nude 
and costumed characters to share the 
amorous adventures of a group of no-
blemen, nuns, and courtesans in Na-
ples during Carnival, with many of the 
characters wearing elaborate masks 
(and nothing else). 

“The Rover” at the Music Pagoda in 
Prospect Park (enter at Ocean Avenue 
and Lincoln Road in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens, www.tornouttheater.org). 
Aug. 16–26; Thu, Fri at 5:30 pm; Sat, 
Sun at 2 pm. Free.

SUMMER FUN ’18

Summer ShakespeareSummer Shakespeare
Catch a free production of the 

Bard’s work in Brooklyn’s parks
BY BILL ROUNDY

It is time for Shakespeare in the parks! This summer, the 

green spaces of Kings County will be fi lled with fairies, lost 

princesses, and star-crossed lovers! At least four theater 

companies will perform the works of the Bard under the 

stars over the next few months, while a fi fth gives a stripped-

down performance of another classic playwright. Read on to 

plan your summer culture!

ILL-MET BY MOONLIGHT: (Left) The classical production in Brooklyn Bridge Park will begin around sundown, and use artifi cial lights to keep the action illuminated. (Top right)  Queen 
Titania (Vanessa Butler) will romance big-eared Bottom in Smith Street Stage’s modern-day production of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” (Bottom right) The audience will crowd close to 
the action for the New York Classical Theater’s “Romeo and Juliet,” which will move across Brooklyn Bridge Park during its run in late July. 

“Romeo & Juliet” at Pier 1 in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park [Old Fulton Street at 
Furman Street in Dumbo, (212) 233–
6496, www.newyorkclassical.org]. July 
24–25, 27–29 at 7 pm. Free.

Winter of our content!
South Brooklyn Shakespeare Com-

pany will play against the season, stag-
ing Shakespeare’s late romance “The 
Winter’s Tale.” The tragicomedy about 
a jealous king, a shipwreck, and a lost 
child will premiere as part of the Fifth 
Avenue Fair, playing in the street in 
front of South Bar, which sponsors 
the company, before moving to the Old 
Stone House.

“The Winter’s Tale” as part of the 
Fifth Avenue Fair (Fifth Avenue be-
tween 17th and 18th streets in Park 
Slope, southbrooklynshakespeare.
com). July 28 at 6:30 pm. Free.

And at the Old Stone House (336 
Third St. between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, www.theoldstone-
house.org). Aug. 1–4 at 8 pm. 

Much Ado all day!
At the annual, day-long “Brooklyn 
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5.26

5.27

Keenen Ivory Wayans, Shawn Wayans, 
David Alan Grier, Tommy Davidson

the off color comedy tour
6.09

all them witches
primus & mastodon6.03

6.27

The Turtles, The association, Chuck Negron & more
happy together tour

KT Tunstall, Better Than Ezra
barenaked ladies

Protoje & The Indiggnation, Sister Nancy, Federation Sound
chronixx

6.29

6.30 Kid N Play, Naughty By Nature, coolio & more
boardwalk house party

7.12 stephen marley, common kings, zion I
rebelution

7.07

7.21

7.28

8.01

8.02

8.03

8.05

8.09 Stick Figure, Pepper
slightly stoopid 

8.10

8.17

8.18

Stevie B, TKA, George Lamond & MORE
3rd Annual Freestyle Funhouse  

Ft. All Original Members and Special Guest Dave East
dipset a.k.a. the diplomats

8.24 gladys knight & the o’jays

9.01

grits & biscuits Block Party

Frankie Valli & the four seasons

dark star orchestra

the beach boys

Beres Hammond & Friends

9.14 JAWBREAKERTavares, France Joli, & MORE

afi, anti-flag

40th anniversary of dance fever

the story so far
coheed and cambria & taking back sunday

rise against

ot genasis
wiz khalifa

A Flock of Seagulls, Wang Chung, The Romantics & more
lost 80’s live

8.04 The Stylistics, The Delfonics, Heatwave & more
70’s soul jam

FordAmpConey
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9921 FOURTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11209 

MAIN: 718.833.7616   
COSMETIC: 718.833.2793

www.BayRidgeDerm.com

DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.
GRACE LASELVA-CUTUGNO, RPA-C

JACQUELINE LEVINE, RPA-C

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 20 YEARS 

Our Doctors are well versed in the latest Medical 
Treatments including Mohs Micrographic Surgery, 

Narrow Band UVB, Biologic Therapy

A C N E   E C Z E M A   W A R T S

Botox & Facial Fillers 
Hair Laser Removal, Chemical Peels,  
Microdermabrasion, Fractional Resurfacing

Tattoo Removal, Sclerotherapy (Vein Treatment) 

“Join us every Tuesday for Cosmetic Dermatology”

BAY RIDGE SKIN & CANCER 
DERMATOLOGY, P.C.

The Riviera Brooklyn
2780 Stillwell Ave, Brooklyn, NY

718-372-3031  rivieracaterers.com

One Wedding at a Time

BROOKLYN BROOKLYN 
CYCLONES CYCLONES 

2018 2018 
HOME GAME HOME GAME 
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June 16 Staten Island Yankees 6:30 pm

June 18 Hudson Valley Renegades 7 pm

June 19 Hudson Valley Renegades 7 pm

June 20 Hudson Valley Renegades 7 pm

June 24 Lowell Spinners 4 pm

June 25 Lowell Spinners 7 pm

June 26 Lowell Spinners 7 pm

July 1 Staten Island Yankees 6 pm

July 3 Staten Island Yankees 7 pm

July 4 Aberdeen IronBirds 6 pm

July 5 Aberdeen IronBirds 7 pm

July 6 Aberdeen IronBirds 6:40 pm

July 8 Staten Island Yankees 4 pm

July 14 Williamsport Crosscutters 6 pm

July 15 Williamsport Crosscutters (Bark in the Park) 4 pm

July 16 Williamsport Crosscutters 11:30 am

July 20 Lowell Spinners 6:40 pm

July 21 Lowell Spinners 6 pm

July 22 Lowell Spinners 1 pm

July 30 Tri-City Valley Cats 7 pm

July 31 Tri-City Valley Cats 11:30 am

Aug. 1 Tri-City Valley Cats 7 pm

Aug. 2 Aberdeen IronBirds (Irish Night) 7 pm

Aug. 3 Aberdeen IronBirds 6:40 pm

Aug. 4 Aberdeen IronBirds (Seinfeld Night) 6 pm

Aug. 8 Connecticut Tigers 7 pm

Aug. 9 Connecticut Tigers 7 pm

Aug. 10 Connecticut Tigers 6:40 pm

Aug. 15 Vermont Lake Monsters 7 pm

Aug. 16 Vermont Lake Monsters 7 pm

Aug. 23 Connecticut Tigers 7 pm

Aug. 24 Connecticut Tigers 6:40 pm

Aug. 25 Connecticut Tigers (Star Wars Night) 6 pm

Aug. 29 Hudson Valley Renegades 7 pm

Aug. 30 Hudson Valley Renegades 7 pm

Aug. 31 Hudson Valley Renegades 6:40 pm

Sept. 1 Staten Island Yankees 6 pm

Sept. 3 Staten Island Yankees 4 pm

SUMMER FUN ’18
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BY JULIANNE CUBA
Take a bow after this workout!

A Broadway dancer will lead a 
weekly series of heart-pumping jazz 
dance classes along the East River 
this summer, stepping to the sounds of 
the Great White Way. The “Broadway 
Dance” classes, starting on May 21 at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier Two, will 
help to boost your fl exibility as you 
learn some classic moves from Broad-
way’s Golden Age, said James Mar-
tinelli from Dodge YMCA, who will 
teach the classes.

“I’m 54 and I come from an era, 
it’s a dying breed, the jazz that I was 
taught back in the day,” said Marti-
nelli, who lives in Brooklyn Heights. 
“The jazz that I studied no longer ex-
ists, so I teach a type of dance that I 
think is fabulous, very stylized, cho-
reographed fun.”

Martinelli, who has performed on 
big stages both on and off Broadway, 
says that he is a sucker for old New 
York theater and its razzle-dazzle cho-
reography, including the steps in “West 

Side Story” and “Chicago.” He would 
never turn down a chance to listen to 
the famed “Hamilton” soundtrack, but 

students should not expect that show’s 
hip-hop inspired steps, he said.

“I have to be honest with you, if I 

was given my choice I usually go for 
the very slick shows and old shows,” he 
said. “Don’t get me wrong, I can do the 
new ones — but maybe because of my 
age I gravitate more to the old ones.”

His “Broadway Dance” class — 
which also goes by the name Cardio 
Dance and Range of Movement — fea-
tures a 10-minute warm-up, 45 minutes 
of stepping and grooving to the music, 
and a fi ve-minute cool-down period. It 
is such a good time that participants 
do not even realize, or care, that they 
are burning calories, said Martinelli, 
who also leads a “Retro Dance” class 
on Fridays.

“Everyone has a ball,” he said. “We 
have a good time. That’s really what 
it’s about — having people come out of 
their houses to do something physical 
and do some jazz.”

“Broadway Dance with Dodge 
YMCA” at Brooklyn Bridge Park 
(Pier 2 at Furman Street, www.brook-
lynbridgepark.org). Mondays May 
21–Sept. 3 at 10 am; no class May 28. 
Free.

Wanna step outside?Wanna step outside?
Take a Broadway dance class in Brooklyn Bridge Park

Move to the music: James Martinelli, in red, will lead a weekly Broadway dance class in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park this summer, starting on May 21. Alexa Hoyer
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BY ALEXANDRA SIMON

We’re going to need a summer boat! The waterways of Brooklyn 

are fi lled with boating activities, and if you want to get out on 

the water, there are plenty of paddling options. And it not just 

about getting from one place to another — there are plenty of 

stationary spots where you can snap a selfi e and brag “ I’m on a 

boat, y’all !” We have cast a net and caught some of the borough’s 

best activities atop the waves:

Rock the boat!Rock the boat!
Five ways to get on the waves this summer

SET TO SEA: You can sail your kayak from Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier Two Boathouse starting on May 31. Etienne Frossard

THE GARDEN OF EATIN’: The Swale garden 
barge, now fl oating near the Brooklyn Army 
Terminal in Sunset Park, grows fl owers, 
fruits, and vegetables.

BOW DOWN: Pilot features two bars and 
plenty of seating for those enjoying its high-
end food and drinks. Photo by Jason Speakman

Seafood scene
A fl oating oyster bar will satisfy 

your summer seafood cravings in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park. Pilot, a bar and 
eatery aboard a 1924 wooden schoo-
ner, will open for  its second summer  
on May 25, boasting a brand new cock-
tail menu and a few additional, non-
shellfi sh menu options, according to 
founder Alex Pinchus. 

Pilot will dock at Pier 6 until the 
fall, and its provides an exceptional 
fl oating view, he said.

“There’s fantastic drinks on a one-
of-a-kind boat, and fl awless views of 
the New York harbor,” said Pinchus.

Pilot at Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 
6 [Atlantic Avenue at Furman Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (917) 810–8550, www.
pilotbrooklyn.com].

Barge and in charge
In Greenpoint, you can also get 

your food and drink on a boat, though 

in a more casual environment. The 
Brooklyn Barge is a fl oating party spot 
with amazing views across the East 
River. It serves hot dogs, hamburgers, 
tacos, and more from its kitchen on 
the shore, and beer, wine, and a collec-
tion of cocktails from its bar atop the 
waves. 

The spot also offers stand-up paddle 
and kayaking lessons, in association 
with Manhattan Kayak. 

The Brooklyn Barge [3 Milton St. at 
West Street in Dumbo, (929) 337–7212, 
www.thebrooklynbarge.com]. 

Water music
The fl oating music venue Barge Mu-

sic is a classical concert hall like no 
other. Parked just off the Dumbo water-
front, the tented boat features concerts 
every weekend, with free shows every 
Saturday afternoon at 4 pm. Notable up-
coming concerts include a Beethoven 
String Quartet featuring Barge Music’s 

learn about the environment, said a 
spokeswoman for the Army Termi-
nal.

“It really appeals to all fi ve senses, 
and we hope we get to encourage New 
Yorkers to go into the public space and 
address the environment,” said Julie 
Stein.

Swale at Brooklyn Army Terminal 
Pier 4 [140 58th St. between First Avenue 
and the water in Sunset Park, www.
swaleny.org]. Sat–Sun, noon–6 pm. 

Row your boat
If you want to propel yourself 

through the water, you can choose from 
the still waters of Prospect Park, the 
East River alongside Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, or the murky waters of the infa-
mous Gowanus Canal. 

Prospect Park’s LeFrak Center at 
Lakeside offers pedal boats for rent by 
the hour, or one- or two-person kayaks 
for up to a full day of exploring. Brook-
lyn Bridge Park’s boathouse on Pier 2 
will offer free, 20-minute kayak trips in 
a bay bordered by the Pier One and Pier 
Two, starting on May 31. 

And the Gowanus Dredgers Canoe 
Club offers canoes that you can paddle 
along Brooklyn’s Nautical Purgatory 
on Saturday afternoons and Wednes-
day evenings.

LeFrak Center at Lakeside [171 East 
Dr. in Prospect Park, (718) 965–8951, 
www.prospectpark.org]. Open daily, 
from 11 am to sunset. $16–$36 per hour. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park Boathouse 
(Pier Two in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
www.brooklynbridgepark.org). Sat–
Sun, from 10 am to 2 pm and Thursday, 
from 5:30 pm and 6:45 pm. Free.

Gowanus Canal Boathouse Dredg-
ers [125-153 Second St. between Bond 
Street and the Canal in Gowanus, (718) 
243–0849, www.gowanuscanal.org]. 
Suggested donation.

artistic director Mark Peskanov on vio-
lin, on June 16 and 17, and the Barge Mu-
sic debut of the jazz band Endangered 
Heart Quartet on July 27. 

Peskanov said he is especially look-
ing forward to a unique group featuring 
Grammy-nominated violinist Gregor 
Huebner.

“On June 1 we’re going to have El Vi-
olin Latino — they are a very interest-
ing quartet of a classical violin, piano, 
bass, and percussion,” said Peskanov. 
“It’s going to be a great concert and this 
is an example of a certain quality music 
we listen to on the barge.”

Barge Music at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Pier 1 [1 Water St. at Old Fulton 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 624–4924, www.
bargemusic.org]. Fri–Sun, at various 
times. $40 ($35 seniors, $20 students).

A swale time
Take a break from bustling city life 

and visit a fl oating food forest! Swale, 
which docked at Brooklyn Army Ter-
minal earlier this month, is a public art 
project spearheaded by Mary Mattingly, 
who will guide groups through the farm 
on a barge until it fl oats on in July. 

Visitors will be shown how to har-
vest food, and can take home some of the 
herbs, fruits, and vegetables grown on 
the boat. 

It is a rare opportunity for kids and 
locals to get hands-on experience and 
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There was a time when many 
Brooklynites probably wouldn’t 
consider eating something called 
“squid.”

The restaurant industry wisely 
called the appetizer by its Italian 
name, “calamari,” and it didn’t take 
long for it to become as popular a 
starter as fried mozzarella sticks. 
Who really knew what was inside 
that crunchy crust that we dipped 
into marinara sauce — all that mat-
tered was that it tasted delicious. 

Since those humble begin-
nings, we have all become cala-
mari connoisseurs, searching like 
bears for the dish that’s prepared 
“just right.” But those in-the-know 
know where to find it: Leo’s Casa 
Calamari in Bay Ridge. 

Expectations are high when 
the calamari gets top billing on the 
restaurant’s marquee, but here, it 
has earned its super-star status. 
The rings are melt-in-the-mouth 
tender, and the surrounding crisp 
batter is light and flavorful. Por-
tions are generous, and it comes 
with a side of marina. It’s one of 
many reasons why this restaurant 
— which serves everything from 
pizza to chilled shellfish towers — 

is always busy.
Owner Leo Lykourezos is a 

Brooklynite who understands that 
when people dine out, they want 
value and quality for their money. 
He learned this because he’s spent 
most of his life in the industry. His 
first job, at age 13, was working at 
a Bay Ridge pizzeria. At age 18, he 
purchased his first restaurant — 
Leo’s and Joe’s — at 88th Street 
and Third Avenue in the neighbor-
hood. I999, he became a partner at 
his present restaurant, and a year 

later, he bought those partners out 
to run the place himself. Today, his 
sister, Olympia, and his brother-
in-law, Nick, help out, keeping it a 
family-run operation. 

It’s a casual come-as-you-are at-
mosphere where you are welcome 
to enjoy a pizza pie or a “Castle.” 
The latter is a treasure of lobster 
tails, cherrystone and littleneck 
clams, oysters, and jumbo shrimp, 
while the pizza includes the “Spe-
ciale” pie that’s loaded with fennel 
sausage, pepperoni, homemade 

meatballs, mushrooms, onions, 
peppers, and mozzarella. 

Like the calamari, the fried 
zucchini has a perfect crunchy 
coating, making it another ir-
resistible starter. On the lighter 
side, there’s a scrumptious Greek 
salad, laden with ripe red toma-
toes, black olives, green peppers, 
and grape leaves over iceberg let-
tuce; or a tasty fresh mozzarella 
and tomato salad. 

Eggplant parmesan is served 
piled high on a plate, oozing with 

cheese and tomato sauce. Shrimp 
scampi swims in a broth of lemon 
and butter that’s been sprinkled 
with seasonings that make it fla-
vorful. A traditional Italian spe-
cialty — chicken rosa — is burst-
ing with prosciutto, spinach, and 
fresh mozzarella, smothered in 
mushrooms and a light sauce 
brown sauce, with a potato cro-
quette to the side.

For dessert, you can’t miss a 
creamy red velvet cake with two 
layers of icing in the middle and 
another on top. And it doesn’t have 
to be your birthday to celebrate 
with the birthday cake truffle — a 
colorful ice cream treat. 

The restaurant can accommo-
date up to 50 people for parties, 
and offers a flexible menu for sit-
down dinners or buffet dining. A 
reasonably priced catering menu 
with an abundance of options 
means you won’t have to cook for 
the next holiday, and the food will 
still be fabulous.  

Leo’s Casa Calamari [8602 
Third Ave. between 86th and 87th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 921–1900]. 
Open 11 am – 10 pm, Sundays 
through Thursdays; Fridays and 
Saturdays, 11 am – 11 pm. 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E

Leo’s Casa Calamari has perfected its signature Italian dish

EBT

5/16 7AM -5/21 7PM
SALE STARTS 17 1816 19 20 21

SPECIAL!

ORGANIC

ORGANIC

ORGANIC

Grape Tomatoes

Mangoes

Lemons

Roasted Cashews

$$199199
ea.ea.

$$199199
ea.ea.

$$399399
2 lb. Bag2 lb. Bag

$$599599
lb.lb.

K P

Onions

Tomatoes on the Vine

Seedless Grapes

8989¢¢
lb.lb.

$$199199

¢¢8989lb.lb.

Seedless
Watermelons

¢¢4545
wholewhole

lb.lb.

Southern Peaches

¢¢9999lb.lb.

Romaine Hearts

$$33forfor22

Tostitos and Salsa Sugar

$$599599
ea.ea.

Extra Virgin
Olive Oil $$299299

ea.ea.

Full Line

$$55forfor22

$$199199
forfor55

forfor
lb. baglb. bag

ea.ea.

$$3293291010

Corn

$$199199
forfor1111

Kiwi Fruit

PKG of 3PKG of 3

D
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By Crowther Bosley

It’s an error of a comedy!
Shakespeare’s cross-dressing 

comedy “Twelfth Night” is one of 
his most commonly-performed plays, 
so each new production must find a 
way to distinguish itself. But draining 
the show of most of its laughs and giv-
ing it a somber tone — a tactic chosen 
by the version now playing at the 
Polonsky Shakespeare Center in Fort 
Greene — is not the way to go.

The plot, briefly: Viola, ship-
wrecked, disguises herself as a boy, 
enters the service of Duke Orsino, 
and falls in love with him. The Duke 
loves the countess Olivia, and sends 
his new servant to deliver messages of 
love to the Countess — who falls for 
the messenger instead. Add a wacky 
subplot with Olivia’s servants, a rival 
for Olivia’s hand, and the appearance 
of Viola’s identical twin brother, and 
chaos ensues.

But here, all the action seems 
muted, swamped by the set — a stark-
ly austere assemblage of tarnished 
marble that seems more appropriate 
for “Julius Caesar.”

As Viola, and her male alter-ego 
Cesario, actress Susanna Stahlman 
handles the dark subject matter expert-
ly, as she weeps for her lost brother, 
pines desperately for the Duke, and 
awkwardly handles the trappings of 
manhood. Matthew Greer is excel-
lent as the emo Duke Orsino, and 
the play’s best scene is an unwritten 

moment between them, as the Duke 
unconsciously, and far too comfort-
ably, drums his hands on his page 
Cesario while mouthing along to an 
angsty tune.

But the play’s funny moments — 
and it still has plenty, as characters 
collide in the second act — are con-
tinually undercut, losing momentum 
to melancholy songs and staid scenes. 
And one late bit, when a humiliated 
Orsino actually points a gun at the 
woman he loves, is an all-too-real 
point of no return.

By giving “Twelfth Night” a mel-
ancholy edge, the company is clearly 
trying to ground this frothy comedy 
in real emotion, but it winds up just 
running aground.

“The Acting Company Presents 
Twelfth Night” at Polonksy 
Shakespeare Center [262 Ashland Pl. 
between Fulton Street and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (866) 811–
4111, www.tfana.org]. Through May 
27, Tue–Sat at 7:30 pm; Sat–Sun at 
2 pm. $70 ($20 students and people 
younger than 30).

By Julianne McShane

Get ready to face some hairy 
situations this weekend in the 
Ridge!

Spend Friday night watching a free 
movie, “Despicable Me 3” under the 
stars at Owl’s Head Park (68th Street 
and Colonial Road). The animated flick 
tells the tale of villainous twin brothers 
— both voiced by Steve Carrell — who 
unite to vanquish a new enemy. The 
film starts at 8 pm, but you should arrive 
earlier to secure a spot. Bring your own 
popcorn, but not booze — or at least, 
keep it well-concealed.

The next day, circle back to Owl’s 
Head Park to celebrate the original 
smash-and-grab villains: the Vikings! 
At Viking Fest, sponsored by the 
Scandinavian East Coast Museum, you 
can join the nabe’s Norse residents for 
Scandinavian music, dance, and crafts. 
And brush out your beard for the Fest’s 
inaugural Festooned Facial Hair con-
test, which will feature prizes for best 
natural and artificial fuzz. The follicle 

competition, which is open to men and 
hirsute ladies, costs $5 to enter, but it is 
free to attend the Viking event, which 
runs from 10 am to 5 pm.  

Once you have quaffed your fill of 
Viking culture, head to Red, White, 
and Brew (8910 Fifth Ave. between 
89th and 90th streets), where party 

band Rock Farm will shred some hair 
metal tunes during its four hour show 
of rock covers, starting at 3:30 pm. 
The group will play hits from Poison, 
Motley Crue, and Van Halen, among 
others. Keep up the beardy theme and 
request some ZZ Top!

On Sunday, flock to Good Shepherd 
Church (7420 Fourth Ave. at 74th 
Street) for good music and good deeds. 
The “Music for Food” event will fea-
ture local classical musicians perform-
ing the tunes of 18th century Austrian 
composers Joseph Haydn and Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart, and the $20 entry fee 
— $5 for students and seniors — will 
benefit the Bay Ridge Food Pantry. The 
two-hour concert starts at 3 pm. 

And warm up your dancing feet 
for next weekend with a Thursday 
night set of swing dancing at Brooklyn 
Firefly (7003 Third Ave. at Ovington 
Avenue). The Baby Soda Jazz Band 
will play a free, two-hour set of swing 
tunes from the 1920s and ’30s begin-
ning at 7:30 pm.

By Julianne McShane

Nerd is the Word! 
The Bushwick 

creator of a  cloth-
ing line  and  magazine  for 
geeky girls will launch 
a new monthly meet-up 
for ladies of a nerdy per-
suasion on May 26. “The 
Sartorial Geek Happy 
Hour” happening at Word 
bookstore is exactly the 
kind of in-person get-
together that Jordan Ellis 
was looking for when 
she launched her brand, 
Jordandené, in 2011.

“Through having the 
clothing company, we’ve 
gotten to meet so many 
cool and interesting people 
in the community, but it 
was kind of frustrating 
that we didn’t have a way 
to share any of the stories 
of the cool people we had 
met,” said Ellis. “We want-
ed to do something that 
expanded the community 
aspect of the business that 
we loved so much.” 

Ellis’s quarterly maga-
zine, also called “The 
Sartorial Geek,” is another 
way to reach out to the 
under-served nerdy girl 
community. The first 
issue, which launched 
in March — $5 in print, 
$1.99 online, free for 
Jordandené’s email sub-
scribers — features a pro-
file on Brooklyn designer 
Allison Cimino, who 
created a line of “Black 
Panther”–themed jewelry, 
and a review of Charlotte 
Brontë’s “Jane Eyre.” Ellis 
said the contributors are 
focused on telling stories 

that may be otherwise 
ignored.

“We really are interest-
ed in covering stories that 
may not have a platform 
to be covered otherwise,” 
she said. “Our fall issue is 
going to be about science 
and sci-fi — I want to 
talk to people behind the 
scenes who work at differ-
ent space programs or even 
science teachers who don’t 
necessarily have articles 
written about them.” 

Each of the monthly 
events at Word will com-
plement the magazine’s 
coverage of nerd culture, 
starting with first party 
on May 26, which will 
double as a memorial for 
the fallen superheroes of 
“Avengers: Infinity War” 
— the latest nerdy pop 
culture sensation. The 
night will feature gift 
bags and alcoholic shots 
named after “Avengers” 
antagonist Thanos’s tears, 
Ellis said.

“We’re having sort of a 
recap and a celebration — 
we lost some characters in 
the movie, so it’s sort of to 
honor them,” she said. “I 
think [future events] will 
be tied to something in 
the geeky community — it 
might not necessarily be a 
movie, but it’ll be some-
thing relevant and nerdy.” 

The Sartorial Geek 
Happy Hour at Word 
Bookstore (126 Franklin 
St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, www.word-
bookstores.com). May 
26 at 7 pm. $12 ($10 in 
advance). 

The Vikings are invading Bay Ridge!

DARKEST ‘NIGHT’

Are you trying to seduce me?: Olivia (left, played by Elizabeth Heflin) falls for Cesario, 
the male disguise of the shipwrecked Viola (Susanna Stahlmann), in the Polonsky Center’s 
somber production of “Twelfth Night.”    Evan Krape

Get lit: Jordan Ellis will celebrate her new magazine with a meet-
up for nerd girls at Word Bookstore on May 26. Jordan Ellis

Meet & geek
Nerdy new magazine 
has monthly meet-up

A Shakespeare comedy gets serious
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PERFORMANCES BEGIN MAY 30
New World Stages 340 W. 50th St.  Telecharge.com or 212-239-6200 

DesperateMeasuresMusical.com

O U T S TA N D I N G  M U S I C A L

1515 Award Nominations

2018 OUTER CRITICS AWARD
and

“A DELIGHT...SUCH A HOOT! WONDERFUL!”

The New York Times

Or
igi

na
l C

as
t fr

om
 th

e Y
or

k T
he

atr
e P

ro
do

ctu
ion

. P
ho

to:
 C

ar
ol 

Ro
se

gg
. 

7902 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge | (718) 439-6993
www.giacomopizza.com

Antipasto (choice of 3)

Mista Salad  Caprese  Eggplant Napoli  Eggplant  Rollatini 
Mussels Marinara  Fried Calamari  Baked Clams  Calamari  Volcano

Pasta (choice of 2)

Penne Pomodoro  Penne Vodka  Ziti w/ Broccoli
Pasta alla Nonna  Orecchiette Puglise  Gnocchi

Entrée (choice of 3)
All  Entrees Served with Potato croquettes & String Beans

Chicken Francese  Chicken Parmigiana  Eggplant Parmigiana
Veal Parmigiana  Chicken Picata  Flounder (Broiled or Oreganata)

Veal Sorrentina  Veal Marsala  Shrimp Parmigiana
Steak ($10.00 extra Per Person)

Beverages
Wine (House Red or White)  Soda (Fountain Pitchers)

Coffee - American, Tea or Espresso

Dessert (choice of 3)

Italian Cheesecake  NY Cheesecake  Chocolate Blackout Cake 
Ice Cream Cake Roll  Cannoli  Chocolate or Vanilla Ice Cream

No Substitutions

$5000
Per Person  Plus Tax & Gratuity 

Our New Family  Style  Menu
For Parties 5-20 People

www.GreenHouseCafe.com
718-989-8952

Weekend Brunch
Sat. & Sun.

Unlimited Brunch Cocktails 
Appetizer

Entree
Dessert & Coffee

$2900
 Per Person Plus Tax & Gratuity

7721 3rd 718-989-8951

Free Delivery

$1295 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree & a Treat

Complete Summer
Dinner

(Available 7 Nites)

Unlimited Summer Cocktails 
Appetizer

Entree
Dessert & Coffee

$3500
 Per Person Plus Tax & Gratuity

SPRING MENU
COMING SOON

209 4th Avenue /corner of Union St./

Open for Dinner
Tuesday – Saturday Starting at 5pm 

Open Sunday from 2-8pm

Closed Monday 
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COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, JUNE 1
MUSIC, YO! MTV RAPS 

30TH ANNIVERSARY 
EXPERIENCE: With 
Big Daddy Kane, Flavor 
Flav, Doctor Dre, and 
many more. $76–$156. 
7:30 pm.

WED, JUNE 6
MUSIC, DEPECHE MODE: 

$55–$179. 7:30 pm.

FRI, JUNE 8
MUSIC, SOULFRITO 

URBAN LATIN FESTI-
VAL: With Bad Bunny, 
Miky Woodz, Liro Shaq, 
and many more. $76–
$181. 8 pm.

SAT, JUNE 9
MUSIC, 34TH NEW YORK 

SALSA FESTIVAL: With 
Willie Colón, Oscar 
D’León, Rey Ruiz, Andy 
Montañe, and many 
more. $71–$146. 8 pm.

TUE, JUNE 26
MUSIC, PARAMORE: $35–

$89. 7 pm.

WED, JUNE 27
MUSIC, SAM SMITH: $54–

$125. 8 pm.

WED, JULY 11
MUSIC, GOT7: $59–$249. 

8 pm.

FRI, JULY 13
RELIGION, JOEL OS-

TEEN: $15. 2:30 pm and 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 14
MUSIC, SHANIA TWAIN: 

$59–$205. 7:30 pm.

MON, JULY 16
MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN: 

$61–$316. 7 pm.

MON, JULY 27
ESPORTS, OVERWATCH 

LEAGUE GRAND FI-
NALS: $60. 7 pm.

TUE, JULY 28
ESPORTS, OVERWATCH 

LEAGUE GRAND FI-
NALS: $60. 3 pm.

WED, AUG 1
RELIGION, HILLSONG 

CONFERENCE: $200. 
tba.

THU, AUG 2
RELIGION, HILLSONG 

CONFERENCE: $200. 
tba.

FRI, AUG 3
RELIGION, HILLSONG 

CONFERENCE: $200. 
tba.

SAT, AUG 18
SPORTS, WWE NXT 

TAKEOVER: $tba. tba.

SUN, AUG 19
SPORTS, WWE SUMMER-

SLAM: $550–$600. 6:30 
pm.

MON, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY 

NIGHT RAW: $tba. tba.

TUE, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE SMACK-

DOWN LIVE: $tba. tba.

FRI, AUG 24
SPORTS, POWER 105 

PRESENTS BIG3: $24–
$750. 7 pm.

THU, OCT 4
MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: 

$81–$236. 8 pm.

FRI, OCT 5
MUSIC, BRUNO MARS: 

$81–$236. 8 pm.

FRI, MAY 18
MUSIC, “SWAMP IN THE 

CITY” CAJUN MUSIC 
FESTIVAL: A three-day 
festival of Louisiana dance 
hall bands, workshops in 
music and dance, backyard 
Cajun jams, and delicious 
Creole cuisine. $30–$35 
($85 for three-day pass). 
6 pm–midnight. Jalopy 
Theatre [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

FAMILY, MUSICAL CHEESE-
CAKE SHABBAT: Welcome 
Shabbat with new songs 
and melodies. Free. 6:30 
pm. Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center [8025 Fourth Ave. 
between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

DREAMLAND ROLLER 
DISCO — HANGIN’ 
TOUGH: A boy bands–
themed roller-skating 
event. $18–$750. 7:30 pm. 
Prospect Park LeFrak Cen-
ter at Lakeside (171 East 
Drive in Prospect Park), 
www.dreamlandrollerrink.
com. 

SAT, MAY 19
DANCE, “SOUNDINGS”: A 

new series of dance pieces 
about global changes in 
ice sheets and wind pat-
terns. Free. 2 pm. Williams-
burgh Library (240 Division 
Ave. at Rodney Street in 
Williamsburg), www.time-
lapsedance.com. 

MUSIC, VERDI’S “AIDA”: Re-
gina Opera debuts its pro-
duction of Verdi’s “Aida”, 
about the secret love af-
fair between an enslaved 
Ethiopian princess and an 
Egyptian war hero. In Ital-
ian with English super-
titles. $25 ($20 students 
and seniors, $5 teens). 3 
pm. Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help School Auditorium 
[5902 Sixth Ave. at 60th 
Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
259–2772], www.reginaop-
era.org. 

FAMILY, VIKING FEST: Cel-
ebrate everything Nordic 
with a traditional Norse 
ritual; music performances, 
Scandinavian dances, and 
a “Festooned Facial Hair 
Contest.” Free. 10 am to 
5 pm. Owl’s Head Park 
[68th St. and Colonial 
Road in Bay Ridge, (718) 
748–5950]. 

SUN, MAY 20
MUSIC, “LANDFILL HAR-

MONIC” AND WORD 
CABARET: The Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Co-
alition art show hosts a 
documentary about a Para-
guayuan orchestra that 
survives a natural disaster, 
followed by a performance 
by writers and poets. Free. 
2 pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [499 Van 
Brunt St., near Reed Street 
in Red Hook, (718) 596–
2506], www.bwac.org. 

MUSIC, TRIPTYK AND SARA 
SERPA TRIO: $15. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Conservatory of 
Music [58 Seventh Ave. 
between Lincoln and Saint 
Johns plaes in Park Slope, 
(718) 622–3300], www.
bqcm.org. 

MON, MAY 21
THEATER, “IMPOSSIBLE BUT 

TRUE”: Dan Furman’s new 
immersive musical revisits 
the Washington Irving clas-
sic Rip Van Winkle. Free. 
7 pm. Franklin 820 (820 
Franklin Avenue between 
Union Street and Nos-
trand Avenue in Prospect 
Heights). 

MUSIC, PHEW, WITH LAURA 
ORTMAN: Japanese 
singer Phew performs a 
voice-only set. Violinist 
Laura Ortman opens. $25 
($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Carolyn Castiglia, 
Matt Goldich, Alejandro 
Morales, and more. Free. 
8 pm. Friends and Lovers 
(641 Classon Ave. between 
Dean and Pacifi c streets 
in Crown Heights), www.
fnlbk.com.  

TUES, MAY 22
TALK, PRACTICE YOUR 

PITCH: Learn how to com-
municate your idea for a 
fi lm or television show. 
Come with a pitch. Free. 
7 pm. BRIC Arts Media 
House [647 Fulton St. at 

Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5621], 
www.bricartsmedia.org. 

TALK, AMERICA — A HIS-
TORY IN CATS: Award 
winning author Dr. Paul 
Koudounaris as he reveals 
how our county’s indomita-
ble cats not only survived 
America’s foundational 
history, but helped create 
it. Free. 7:30 pm. House 
of Wax (445 Albee Square 
West between Fleet and 
Willoughby Streets in 
Downtown), www.thehou-
seofwax.com. 

WED, MAY 23
HONORING WORLD WAR I 

JEWISH SOLDIERS: The 
Brooklyn Jewish Historical 
Initiative honors the 100 
names on the Zion memo-
rial, of Jewish young men 
who served in the Great 
War. Free. 10 am. Zion Me-
morial Park [Pitkin Avenue 
at Legion Street in Browns-
ville, (718) 522–1184], www.
brooklynjewish.org. 

MUSIC, THE GLENN 
CRYTZER ORCHESTRA: 
The 16-piece big band 
plays music from the 
1920s, 1930s, and 1940s. 
$20 ($15 in advance). 7:30 
pm. Montauk Club [25 
Eighth Ave. at Lincoln 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 
638–0800], www.montauk-
club.com. 

THURS, MAY 24
TALK, “ARE TRUSTS A 

MUST? HOW TO PRO-
TECT AND HANDLE 
YOUR ASSETS”: Elder law 
breakfast seminar. Free 
with RSVP. 8:30 am. Tom’s 
Restaurant (728 Wash-
ington Avenue at Sterling 
Place in Prospect Heights). 

MUSIC, VISION FESTIVAL: 
An improvised festival 
of this festival of music, 
dance, poetry, and visual 
art, featuring Mary Hal-
vorson’s Code Girl, Whit 
Dickey Trio, Women with 
an Axe to Grind, and 
Space. $40. 7 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363], www.rou-
lette.org. 

THEATER, “BLACK CON-
FERENCE”: An immersive 
theater experience set in 
1939, during the opening 
ceremonies of a civil rights 
conference. $20. 7 pm. 
The Patrick F Daly School 
[71 Sullivan St. between 
Richards and Van Brunt 
streets in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3218], redhookthe-
ater.org. 

FRI, MAY 25
NIGHTLIFE, THE PEOPLE’S 

PLAYGROUND: A tribute 
to the history of Coney 
Island through burlesque 
and sideshow perfor-
mances. $15. 10 pm. Coney 
Island USA [1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159], 
www.coneyisland.com. 

MUSIC, SWEET TITS: The 
rawk band of Brook-
lyn lesbians returns to 
Freddy’s! Free. 10:30 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

SAT, MAY 26
THEATER, “ALTERNATING 

CURRENTS”: When two 
newly married electricians, 
Luke and Elena, move to 
Electchester, everything 
seems perfect, but they 
discover they may need to 
give up some things to re-
ally belong. $25–$25 (sug-
gested donation). 2 pm 
and 7 pm. RiseBoro Youth 
Center (1474 Gates Avenue 
between Irving and Knick-
erbocker Avenues in Bush-
wick), www.theworkingth-
eater.org. 

Colors of the wind: Cellist Scott Johnson will perform with the 
Time Lapse Dance Company in “Wind Rose,” a work-in-prog-
ress about changing global wind patterns. The piece is part of 
the “Soundings” free dance show at the Williamsburgh Public 
Library on May 19. Yi-Chun Wu

Get a taste: Rapper Flavor Flav will perform at the Yo! MTV 
Raps 30th Anniversary show at Barclays Center on June 1, 
alongside Doctor Dre, Big Daddy Kane, Doug E. Fresh, and many 
more. Associated Press / John Davisson
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear 
& mileage, some may have scratches & dents. Must present this ad at time of purchase to validate offer. NYC DCA#2003442, 

DMV#7117189. Publication date: 05/18/18. Offers expire 24 hours after publication.

GE INVENTORY TO FIT YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!

WE'LL BUY YOUR CAR! DON'T MAKE YOUR NEXT PAYMENT UNTIL YOU SPEAK TO US!

$9,800BUY 
FOR:

20k miles, Stk#34358
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 FORD FUSION HYB
$9,200BUY 

FOR:

3k miles, Stk#32832
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 NISSAN VERSA
$9,988BUY 

FOR:

46k miles, Stk#30543
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 CHEVY EQUINOX
$9,488BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#34212
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$8,888$8,500 BUY 

FOR:
BUY 
FOR:

47k miles, Stk#3246939k miles, Stk#35671
PLUS TAX & TAGSPLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ALTIMA'15 HONDA CIVIC

$11,995BUY 
FOR:

43k miles, Stk#36861
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSSAN MAXIMA
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

23k miles, Stk#34718
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'17 TOYOTA CAMRY
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

20k miles, Stk#1934
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 JEEP CHEROKEE
$13,588BUY 

FOR:

49k miles, Stk#32110
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

37k miles, Stk#35672
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA CRV
$12,888BUY 

FOR:

35k miles, Stk#31477
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 NISSAN ROGUE

$23,588BUY 
FOR:

32k miles, Stk#37193
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI QX60
$22,900BUY 

FOR:

13k miles, Stk#M39051
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 CLA 250
$17,500BUY 

FOR:

44k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 INFINITI Q50
$22,995BUY 

FOR:

36k miles, Stk#M39035
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 JEEP CHEROKEE
$19,888BUY 

FOR:

15k miles, Stk#31839
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'16 NISSAN FRONTIER
$15,950BUY 

FOR:

35k miles, Stk#36219
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 HONDA PILOT

APPLY ONLINE WITHOUT ANY IMPACT TO YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995! LIKE THE 2OO8 DODGE CALIBER, 91K MI, STK#17934

MAJOR WORLD
MONTH DEALS



COURIER LIFE, MAY 18–24, 201834    DT

 A group of Fort Greene activists 

is taking the Department of Parks 

and Recreation to court after offi -

cials fi bbed about the health of doz-

ens of trees they want to chop down 

in Fort Greene Park to make way 

for their controversial makeover of 

a swath of the green space (“Taking 

Parks to the bench: Ft. Greeners fi le 

suit to stall their meadow’s make-

over after offi cials’ tree untruths,” 

by Julianne Cuba, online May 10). 

Last year, agency leaders 

claimed the trees in question 

wouldn’t survive for much lon-

ger, prompting the Friends of Fort 

Greene Park to request a report by 

city-hired arborists on the status of 

the plants — which the locals said 

showed the trees were perfectly 

healthy. Some concerned readers 

shared their own thoughts:

I like it the way it is. The trees pro-
tect the park from the street. It makes 
that part of the park a nice oasis. Carv-
ing a big promenade there changes ev-
erything. Yeah maybe it’ll be nicer for 
the people driving up Myrtle to see the 
monument, but it’s not about them, is 
it? Leave as many trees as possible. 
The shady steps are a pleasure to sit 
and exercise on, enjoyed by locals. All 
that changes with this vanity project.
 Andreas from Fort Greene

The redesign is a terrible and 
wasteful idea. Leave the park as is. 
Those trees are homes for many birds 
and other animals. Not only that, the 
trees contribute to the cleansing of 
our air. Roger from Clinton Hill

The politicians need a huge spot for 
children after school. Instead of giv-
ing away airspace, create city rec cen-
ters for after schools in existing city- 
owned properties like for instance the 
Armory. These children after school 
need a space to unwind and have an 
equal chance at becoming good people, 
or at least try it. Trees were planted in 
Ft. Greene to be a healthy outlet on 
weekends after a hard week’s work. 

For the person who says it’s not 
enough, what is it with this, it cant 
remain? Those trees were there since 
the park was created. The history, 
destruction of trees into an ugly con-

crete plaza will totally destroy the the 
existence of why the park is there. Is 
it city managers who no longer care 
about any remnants of nature? What’s 
happening to respect of nature? It all 
comes down to nothin’ but greed, the 
greed, the greed. Historic Brooklyn 

 from Fort Greene

While NYCHA residents across the 
street who heavily use this park suffer 
for lack of money for heat and repairs, 
the Parks Department plans to spend 
millions of dollars for a redesign that 
is not wanted by park users. If they 
concentrated on the much-needed re-
pairs and maintenance that they have 
neglected for years they would be 
praised instead of being condemned 
and ridiculed for the nonsensical idea 
that the monument must be seen from 
the street 12 months a year. The Parks 
Dept. lied repeatedly to the commu-
nity about the condition of the trees, 
and without citizen action through 
FOIL, they never would have revealed 
the truth.What kind of sadist removes 
life-saving large trees from a commu-
nity that suffers from high asthma 
rates? Ik from Fort Greene

The Parks Department doesn’t 
want to come in second to the Depart-
ment of Transportation in wasting 
money on unwanted and unjustifi able 
projects. Why shouldn’t the Parks 
Dept. throw away $10 million on this 
stupid design that kills trees? 

The DOT cut trees and hasn’t fi n-
ished blowing money on the ridicu-
lous Fowler Square plaza, which has 
cost more than $5 million. For that, 
they give us some new planters and 
umbrellas and potted sedums. 
 Cerisse from Clinton Hill

The Parks Dept. that is supposed 
to be the steward of the park is in-
stead the lackey of the luxury develop-
ers next to Fort Greene Park per the 
Mayor. After all it is those offi cials  — 
not the NYCHA residents across the 
street — who are his infl uential pals. 
Listen to what park users from the In-
gersoll and Whitman public houses 
have to say on YouTtube — Fort 
Greene Park Redesign

 ht t p s : //w w w.yo u t u b e . c o m /
playlist?list=PLO9BkTDlJ_bBtUFa-
JIKb0RC-FcnRugt5v  
 Something wrong w/Parks Dept 

 from Wherever trees thrive

Has anyone noticed that Marty Ma-
her looks uncomfortable and speaks 
in a very ill-prepared manner at pub-
lic meetings? I suspect he knows what 

Parks is being pressured to do, doesn’t 
believe what he’s saying, and this isn’t 
why he’s in public service. I’m not for-
giving anyone. I’m just saying Parks 
didn’t decide this in a vacuum. The de-
velopers pressure the mayor, Cumbo, 
etc. and everyone knows what rolls 
downhill. Mustache Pete 

 from Windsor Terrace

Commissioner Marty Maher is 
a real person and good guy. He truly 
loves the outdoors, including trees. 
Parks w/o Borders is not his doing, it’s 
Mitch Silver’s. Pete here is right that 
Maher is unable to fake it when he has 
to defend the killing of trees in Fort 
Greene Park. Maher has to toe the 
Mitchell Silver line. Unfortunately it 
has forced him to have to lie about the 
health of the trees in order not to be 
sacked by Silver. Keisha 

 from Ft Greene

When repeatedly asked for the for-
estry report for the trees, Marty Ma-
her said he did not know if one existed.
That is hard to believe but he simply 
could have said he would fi nd out and 
make it available. Of course, they did 
not want to make it available as it 
showed the lies. No information was 
on the website about the park plans, 
no design, no forestry report. Maher 
had reason to look uncomfortable as 
he did Silver’s bidding of lying about 
the condition of the trees repeatedly, 
saying that some trees are at the end 
of the life-cycle and referring to other 
trees as not worthwhile, and the non-
sensical repeated statement by Maher 
and Silver that Norway Maples that 
have been in place for at least 50 years 
as an invasive species that have been 
outlawed in several states. Clearly, 
there is no invasion going on at Myr-
tle Avenue. Tree-Hugger 

 from Fort Greene

City preservationists should 

nix the Atlantic Avenue buildings 

within their proposed extension of 

the Boerum Hill Historic District 

because paying to maintain the 

structures will make it harder for 

the commercial strip’s mom-and-

pop shops to turn a profi t, some 

small-business owners said at a 

May 8 hearing on the plan (“They’ll 

keep the change: Biz owners on At-

lantic Ave. want out of extended 

B’Hill historic district,” by Juli-

anne Cuba, online May 11). 

Critics say that designating 

the Atlantic Avenue structures as 

part of the district would hurt lo-

cal commerce, and noted that the 

commission even identifi ed some of 

the buildings as newly constructed 

or altered without preservation in 

mind, reducing their historical sig-

nifi cance. Here’s what some read-

ers had to say:

Landmarking commercial build-
ings is certainly a quicker way of 
making room for short-term millen-
nial-centric businesses. Why let gen-
trifi cation and Fresh Direct stop at 
the residential, when throwing a big 
lily white blanket over the garden 
will suffi ce? There has to be an alter-
native to protecting a neighborhood’s 
character, especially with commer-
cial/mom-and-pop tenants, in lieu of 
the draconian landmarking. These 
mom-and-pop shops played a big role 
in getting Boerum Hill housing their 
current worth. JJ Evans, jr 

 from The Heights

Zoning only effects bulk. Land-
marks effects design. There is al-
ready a special district overlay on 
Atlantic Avenue that effects things 
like cornices and height etc. but De-
partment of Buildings doesnt en-
force those, creating a hodge-podge. 
Given what those poor unfortunate 
landlords charge for rent — and pass 
through any increase cost they can 
— I think you can guess where my 
sympathies lie, and retail is chal-
lenging. So how else do you protect 
the neighborhood? Commercial rent 
control? You need state approval; [it 
will] never happen and is probably 
unconstitutional anyway. Limit the 
types of stores per block? 
 Frank from Furter

Expand it — if these people have 
issues they can move their stores into 
less-historic buildings elsewhere. 
I’m not interested in losing history 
just so they can turn higher profi ts.
 Cathy

Well said, Cathy. And they can 
make millions by selling their prop-
erties, too, if the retail fails. But re-
tailing is failing anyway so making 
the buildings larger will not halt 
this march to online convenience ei-
ther. Landmarking is about history, 
beauty and also, neighborhood scale 
— the way people once lived (which 
we might all learn something good 
about, too). It is a wonder that Frank 
Furter isn’t for this upsizing on At-
lantic…he, a big promoter of 30-story 
towers inside of Brooklyn Bridge 
Park. Wonder never ceases. Joe 

 from Downtown

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Court clash over Greene space looms
LETTERS
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718-253-WELL (9355)  718-434-0711
Diagnostic and Treatment Center 

NYS Article 28 Facility 
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3007 Farragut Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11210 (corner of Nostrand Ave.)

NO 
INSURANCE?

STOP BY 
TO FIND OUT

HOW 
YOU CAN 

GET INSURED 
TODAY!

LAB TESTS
SONOGRAMS

EKG’S

OPHTHALMOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

PODIATRY

NEUROLOGY

OB/GYN
AP Smears 

IV TD Testing 
   And Treatment

INTERNIST PEDIATRICIAN

MEDICAID, MEDICARE
MEDICAID, HMO’s & Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted

ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

PAIN MANAGEMENT

DENTISTRY
 

UROLOGY

 CARDIOLOGY    GASTROENTEROLOGY
PHYSICAL THERAPY

EAR, NOSE, THROAT

ENDOCRINOLOGIST

GENERAL VASCULAR SURGEON
 

ALLERGY AND IMMUNOLOGY
FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HEMATOLOGY AND ONCOLOGY



COURIER LIFE, MAY 18–24, 201836    DT

L ittle Red Riding Hood 
went into the woods to 
take a basket of bread 

and jam to her ailing grand-
mother. On her way there she 
met a wolf, who asked where 
she was going, and when Red 
Riding Hood told him, the wolf 
replied, “Oh my God, I haven’t 
visited my grandmother in, 
like, a month!” Guiltily, he 
slunk off to gather some nuts 
for his vegan grandmother, 
who was delighted to see him, 
and asked him why he was 
still single. 

On the way home the wolf 
and Red Riding Hood ran into 
each other again and agreed: 
Visiting grandma is some-
thing you should do. 

And that, my friends, is 
how some people, somewhere, 
are introducing their children 
to the fabulous world of fairy 
tales.

A study of 2,000 parents 
commissioned by a British 
website called “musicMag-
pie” found that one quarter of 
moms and dads change parts 
of the story when they read 
them to kids.

Generally, this is because 
they think the original tale 
is too disturbing for tots to 
handle. And at the top of their 

“to alter” list is Little Red, be-
cause in the original version, 
the wolf runs ahead, gobbles 
granny up, and dons the lady’s 
clothing. Little Red Riding 
Hood comes by and marvels, 
“Why grandmother, what big 
arms you have!” and feet, and 
eyes, etc., etc., right down to 
the big teeth, which are, of 
course, the issue at hand.  

Depending on which ver-
sion you read, quick-thinking 
Little Red Riding Hood dives 
into the closet and stays there 
until a passing woodsman 

saves her, or, slower-think-
ing, Little Red gets gobbled, 
but then a woodsman slices 
the wolf open to liberate both 
the girl and her grandmother 
(both miraculously unchewed, 
despite said teeth). Or if you 
read the version I grew up with 
— “The Blue Fairy Book,” by 
Charles Perrault — Little Red 
gets devoured and that’s the 
end of the story. And her.

What does it mean when 
parents fi nd this too cruel a 
fate to expose their kids to? Af-
ter all, this same study found 
that about a fourth of all par-
ents abhor the Gingerbread 
Man for the same reason (be-
ing eaten alive) even though 
the Gingerbread Man is, you 
guessed it, gingerbread! 

Three in 10 hate on Hansel 
and Gretel because the kids 
are left alone in the forest. 
(Without cellphones!) And 25 
percent feel the Ugly Duckling 
encourages body shaming. 

Which of course it does — 
if you are a duck.

What is galling is not that 
parents ad lib. What’s galling 
is that they think fairy tales 
are not supposed to be disturb-
ing.

Obviously, a tale where a 
child gets devoured was never 

meant to be sweet. It was meant 
to scare the crackers out of any 
kid who doesn’t do what mama 
says. (Little Red Riding Hood 
begins with her mom instruct-
ing her to go straight to grand-
ma’s. Instead she not only talks 
to the wolf, she picks fl owers 
and generally dawdles her way 
to disaster.)

Aside from basic “Listen 
to your parents” instruction, 
telling our kids scary stories 
is the bedtime version of let-
ting them go outside — an-
other classic childhood ac-
tivity being curtailed for 
“safety’s sake.” Fairy tales, 
like life, are sometimes sur-
prising, and sometimes a lit-
tle frightening, but the more 
that kids encounter them, the 
braver they become. 

Or think of climbing a tree. 
Kids go up a little higher each 
time, as they acclimate to the 
challenge. Reading and re-
reading fairy tales, they ac-
climate to fear. Then they tri-
umph over it.

Once upon a time, humans 
understood that. The original 
version of Little Red Riding 
Hood can be traced to about 
1000 A.D. What does that say 
about us that only this latest 
generation of kids can’t han-

dle it? Or rather, we think our 
kids can’t handle it?  

Should every fairy tale 
start out with a boy and a girl 
going into the woods, accompa-
nied by a background-checked 
nanny, wisely avoiding the 
candy house (Cavities! Sugar 
rush!), gathering some leaves 
for a class project, and hurry-
ing home so they have time for 
homework and lacrosse before 
a dinner of braised quinoa? 
How didactic do we have to be?

I recently read about a chil-
dren’s bible that tells kids, 
“And then Jesus went away.”

To where? Paris? Aca-
pulco? A cruise? Did he enjoy 
the trip? 

If parents fi nd an age-old 
story so traumatizing that 
they don’t want their kids to 
read it — fi ne. Tuck it away 
for a later date. But treating 
this generation as more frag-
ile than any other is insulting 
and untrue. Kids are as fragile 
as we make them.

If generations have heard 
a story and turned around 
and told it to their own kids, 
it’s probably a tale that should 
live happily ever after. 

Lenore Skenazy president 
of Let Grow, and founder of 
Free-Range Kids.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Lenore Skenazy

Parents! Stop editing fairy tales for bedtime
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



COURIER LIFE, MAY 18–24, 201838    DT

Painless Laser Treatment
If you are afraid, come to St. Marks Painless Dentistry. Say good-bye to painful 
needles and annoying drills. We are the fi rst in the area to use a dental laser that, 
in most cases, eliminates the use of drills and needles. Amazing equipment and 
state-of-the-art methods will make your next dental visit enjoyable and stress free.

IV Sedation (Sleep Dentistry)
Discover a whole new world of comfortable and painless dentistry. Our top 
priority is to eliminate your fears.

Implants
Based on years of experience and a multitude of completed cases we strongly 
believe that it is most benefi cial for a patient to have all stages of Implantology 
performed at one clinic. We will design your case, perform the surgery, insert 
your teeth and maintain them. It makes the whole process smooth, painless and 
affordable.

Gum Treatment/Bone Grafting
We provide comprehensive periodontal  treatment including bone grafting.

Cosmetic Dentistry

Orthodontic Treatment & Invisalign
We combine the best achievements of European and American orthodontics 
toeliminate unnecessary extractions. We proudly hold a status as a PREFFERED 
PROVIDER given to us by Invisalign.

Dental Laboratory on Premises
Repair your old dentures while you wait.

Healthy Gums and Teeth for a Lifetime!

Gentle and Effective Treatment!
St. Marks Painless Dental

St. Marks 
Painless Dental
813 Nostrand Ave.

Bet. Union & President streets

718-778-3283

FREE
INITIAL 

CONSULTATION
Do Not Hesitate To Visit

St. Marks Painless Dental

for
consecutive 
YEARS10

WE HAVE MOVED!
 State of the art facility
 Steps away from the train
 Ground level entrance
 Luxury design

 Custom-made lounging 
dental chairs
 Advanced 3D x-ray 
technology

BY ADAM LUCENTE
These scouts have a need for 
speed!

Cub Scouts from across 
Kings County descended on 
Floyd Bennett Field last week-
end to jump in the driver’s seat 
of homemade go-karts for a 
competition that gave the city 
kids a taste of the open road.

“A lot of New York kids 
don’t always get the chance to 
get outside,” said Cub Scout 
bigwig Morgan Kernosky, 
who oversees the Brooklyn 

arm of the scouting organiza-
tion, which is open to young-
sters in kindergarten through 
fi fth grade. “It’s great for them 
to spend time outside and have 
these little adventures.”

Scouts in Sheepshead 
Bay’s Pack 238 took home the 
top prize in the May 12 derby, 
according to Kernosky, who 
could not say if their proxim-
ity to the race course at the 
Southern Brooklyn green 
space inside the Gateway Na-
tional Recreation Area con-

tributed to their fi rst-place 
fi nish — a victory she instead 
attributed to good old-fash-
ioned elbow grease.

“The winners are the ones 
who really practiced,” Ker-
nosky said. “Some were out 
there weeks before, learn-
ing how to run and push the 
kart.”

Race rules require the 
boys and girls who participate 
to build their own go-karts, 
called “cubmobiles,” under 
supervision of their adult cub-

master, who offers a guiding 
hand as the youngsters cob-
ble together vehicles that are 

steered with feet via the front 
axle, and must include seat 
belts and a handbrake.

Cub scouts race karts

AND THEY’RE OFF: (From left) Teams of Cub Scouts raced homemade 
go-karts at a May 12 derby at Floyd Bennett Field. The go-karts varied 
in design and color, but all had to include seat belts and a handbrake. 
Scouts Kaleb Joseph and Matthias Rennie, who belong to a Brownsville 
pack, were all smiles at the competition. Photos by Steve Solomonson
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SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Congratulations to Rabbi Shlomo 

Segal of Kehilat Moshe of Sheep-

shead Bay on his appointment to de-
liver the opening prayer at the his-
toric address by Emmanuel Macron, 
president of France, before the U.S. 

House of Representatives on April 
25. Following the prayer, Congress-
man Hakeem Jeffries, (D-Sheep-
shead Bay), who sponsored Rabbi Se-
gal as the guest chaplain of the day, 
welcomed him, along with his wife 
Adina, and other family members to 
the nation’s capital.

Kehilat Moshe of Sheepshead Bay 
[2472 E. 28th St. in Sheepshead Bay, 
(347) 850–4170].

BAY RIDGE

Service above self
Three cheers to Maria Truncali, 

wife of past president Ben Truncali, 
of the Verrazano Rotary Club for her 
years of dedication and service to the 
organization. As a Rotary tradition, 
the past president’s spouse is recog-
nized and honored at the annual din-
ner/dance gala.

This year, the event was held at the 
Hilton in Staten Island, where state 
Sen. Martin Golden (R–Bay Ridge) 
presented awards from the New York 
State Senate to Maria along with fel-
low  honorees and commended the Ro-
tary’s good work in the community.

“The members of the rotary give 
of themselves not 100 percent, but 120 
percent. They are out there at each 
event trying to help others and make 
sure they make a difference,” he said.

Borough daughter Maria truly 
embodies the spirit of the Rotarians 
whose motto is “Service Above Self,” 
and as an active member for the past 
16 years she truly deserves the acco-
lades.

Standing O says, “Thank you.”

DITMAS PARK

Fresh is best
Don’t get lost in the veggie aisle; 

sign up now for the Ditmas Park 

Community Supported Agricul-

ture. Registration lines are forming 
for the 2018 season.

This is a great venue to get bounti-
ful produce, including seasonal vege-
tables and melons supplied by farmer 
Jorge Carmona of Amantai Farms.

New and optional add-ons this 
season will be eggs from Jorge and 
fruit that Jorge gets from a neigh-

boring farm.
The 20-week season will begin on 

June 12 and lasts through October. 
Pick-ups are at Flatbush-Tompkins 

Congregational Church, E. 19th 
Street and Dorchester Road, Tuesdays, 
from 4:45 pm to 8 pm.

Full shares picked up weekly cost 
$765; partial shares picked up weekly 
cost $535; and full shares picked up 
every other week cost $385, as a cost-
effective alternative to weekly half 
shares for smaller households. An ad-
ministrative fee of $35 for both full and 
half shares will be added to all shares 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

FLATBUSH

It was a night to remember for 
more than 300 high school seniors 
thanks to state Sen. Kevin Park-

er’s (D–Flatbush) generosity.
The hip rep offi ciated over his 

11th Annual Free Prom Dress 

Giveaway at the Samuel J. Tilden 

High School campus on May 5.
Along with sponsors including 

Macy’s, and Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Sorority Inc.–Delta Rho Omega 

Chapter, Sen. Parker was able to of-
fer high school seniors the ultimate 
pre-prom experience of a free dress, 
shoes, accessories, make-up tutori-
als, hair styling consultations, and 
additional giveaways from notable 
brands such as Shea Moisture, Kar-
en’s Body Beautiful and radio sta-
tion Hot 97.

“Every year my Annual Prom 
Drive is a huge success due to the 
overwhelming support from various 
local and national brands,” the sen-
ator said. “Prom is an exciting mile-

stone for seniors and the students in 
our community need to know that 
their community supports them 
and is willing to come together to 
make sure they have the resources 
they need to fully celebrate their ac-
complishments.”

“Our chapter looks forward to 
partnering with Sen. Parker’s of-
fi ce every year for his Annual Prom 
Drive,” said Karen St. Hilaire, fi rst 
veep of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
Inc.– Delta Rho Omega Chapter.

Additional sponsors included 
Shoe Dazzle, K2 Nail Paint, The 

Slim Heart Campaign, Celeb-

rity Stylist Shatonia Amee & her 

glam squad, Nikki Phillip, Ses-

ame Flyers International, Inc., 

Style & Grace Events and Oppor-

tunities For A Better Tomorrow 

(OBT) who supported by providing 
a selection of suit attire for young 
men attending proms.

Parker’s District Offi ce [3021 
Tilden Ave. in Flatbush, (718) 629–
6401].

A prayer for peace, and welcome

The Senator’s prom-tastic event

to cover the expenses of running the 
CSA.

Ditmas Park CSA [bit.ly/
DPCSA2018;  website, bit.ly/Ditmas-
ParkCSA; e-mail ditmasparkcsa@
gmail.com, (917) 589–6901].

FORT GREENE

Congrats
Huzza to Brooklyn Technical 

High school for once again being 
named a Niche Standout School in 
America. The school was named by 
Niche as the No. 2 Standout School in 
America, out of 1,873. Niche recog-
nizes public schools that make a dif-
ference in their community.

Brooklyn Technical High School [29 
Fort Greene Pl. in Fort Greene, (718) 
804–6400].

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Shalom
Raise a toast to Sonja Maier 

Geismar, a Holocaust survivor 
who shared her story of courage 
in the face of unspeakable trag-
edy as the keynote speaker at the 
Yom Hashoah commemoration 
held at St. Francis College on 
April 11.

She explained how she and 
hundreds of other Jews fl ed Ger-
many on the ill-fated voyage of 
the St. Louis.

She was just 4 years old at the 
time of the trip on which more 
than 900 Jewish passengers were 
denied entry to Cuba, and later re-
jected from landing in the United 
States and Canada. The ship was 
forced back to Europe where the 
passengers were split up across 
the continent. More than 250 died 
at the hands of the Nazis.

She and her family fi nally 
were able to immigrate to the 
United States. The transition was 
diffi cult for her parents, fi lled 
with struggles, but they suc-
ceeded in building good lives. 
She resided in the city with her 
family and became a high school 
librarian and currently is an ad-
junct librarian.

This annual event serves to 
keep alive the memories of those 
who perished and those who sur-
vived to tell of the atrocities.

St. Francis College [180 Rem-
sen St. at Court Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, www.sfc.edu]

GLAMOROUS!: State Sen. Kevin Parker is surrounded by a bevy of high school seniors 
all dressed up in prom fi nery he provided through his 11th Annual Free Prom Dress 
Giveaway.  Solwazi Afi  Olusola
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Tickets can be purchased for $100 at EventBrite or by calling Jennifer Stern 718-260-8302

Honorees

Honor her with your
congratulatory message 

in the special section
of our newspapers

on Friday, May 25th

Join us at the gala
on May 31st

Celebrate
Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction

2018

S. J. Avery
Harriet Blank
Jewel Brown
Dr. Evelyn W. Castro
Eladia Causil-Rodriquez
Ruchama Clapman
Lucina Clarke
Nicole Favours
Michelle Gall
Leslie Green
Linda Halsey
Mitzie Holstein
Cassandra Jones-Brennan

Dr. Arlene King
Inna Lukyanenko
Kim Maier
Anna Malkina-Shumaeva
Katarina Martinez
Claudette Macey
Elana Martins
Gabrielle Puglia
Lisette Sosa-Dickson
Rolanda Telesford
Monique Waterman
L. Joy Williams
Teresa C. Younger

https://2018womenofdistinction.eventbrite.com

S P O N S O R E D  B Y:

— discovered Hammerman’s 
alleged forgery scheme dur-
ing an internal review they 
launched following his post-
arrest hiatus, which lasted 
roughly six months, a law-en-
forcement source said.

“His leave of absence then 
prompted an internal review,” 
the source said.

Sleuths with the city’s De-
partment of Investigation — 
an arm of the law that polices 
local government — then took 
up the community board’s 
probe of its embattled former 
district manager, and their 
work ultimately led Gonzalez 
to pursue the forgery convic-
tion, according to a press re-
lease announcing the Monday 
indictment.

Hammerman, however, 
readily admitted to sending 
the letters that resulted in his 
raise — and in salary bumps 
for other community board 
employees — but claimed Lo-
nial knew all about it because 
he told the chairman he would 
use money from a budgetary 
surplus to  boost staffers’ pay, 
according to his lawyer.

“Craig told the chairman 
of the board, ‘We found some 
money in the budget and we’re 

using it for raises,’ ” said Joyce 
David, the same attorney who 
got Hammerman’s stalking al-
legations dropped. “They’re 
going to have a very hard time 
proving he did anything with 
a criminal intent.”

The forgery allegations 
are also grossly exaggerated, 
according to David, who said 
that as the community board’s 
district manager, her client 
was given access to a digitized 
version of its chairmen’s sig-
natures for administrative 
purposes.

“They were the signatures 
that he was authorized to use 
for all his dealings,” she said. 
“The community board mem-
bers are volunteers, and things 
come up all the time that need 
a signature. So instead of hav-
ing them run around doing 
stuff, he was issued this digi-
tal stamp for his work.”

And Hammerman is sim-
ply not stupid enough to ille-
gally infl ate his government-
issued pay, his attorney said, 
because anyone can look up 
his or any other public ser-
vant’s earnings with the click 
of a mouse.

“There’s no way someone 
can give themselves a raise 
and have it be a secret,” David 
said. “It’s posted online!”

Guilty or not, Hammer-
man’s six-fi gure salary in 2017 

wasn’t even the highest among 
Brooklyn community-board 
employees that year.

The district manager of 
southern Brooklyn’s Com-
munity Board 18, Dorothy 
Turano, collected a whopping 
$150,362, and her counterpart 
at Williamsburg and Green-
point’s Community Board 1, 
Gerald Esposito, took home a 
cool $123,304, according to re-
cords.

lounge area, and a space atop 
the cantilevered components 
that will boast stellar views 
of the Manhattan skyline.

“The views are spectacu-
lar up there,” he said.

New Empire workers 
broke ground on the tower 
last month, after bigwigs 
bought the lot at 269 Fourth 
Ave. for $4.4 million back in 
2014, according to Chen, who 
said the fi rm scooped up the 
neighboring property at 265 

Fourth Ave. for $5.5 million 
the following year.

And if all goes according 
to plan, it won’t be the fi rst 
futuristic building to stand 
on the block when construc-
tion wraps late next year. In 
2016, architecture fi rm ODA 
New York — the same com-
pany building the two  towers 
at Pier 6  in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park and  a swanky hotel 
coming to Crown Heights  — 
debuted a  high-design com-
plex with its own jagged ex-
terior  on land at the corner 
of Fourth Avenue and First 
Street.

GOING UP: Workers broke ground at the site of the tower last month, 
and construction is expected to fi nish in late 2019, according to its 
developers. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued from cover

HAMMERMAN

Continued from cover

TOWER

OUT OF LUCK: Hammerman, a 
known online-poker stud, was 
slapped with the fraud charges 
months after District Attorney Eric 
Gonzalez chose to drop a stalking 
case against him last fall, around 
the same time the beleagured dis-
trict manager stepped down from 
his highly paid staff position at 
Community Board 6. 
 File photo by Tom Callan
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 5102 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, New York • 1-718-258-9400 • 1-800-448-1429
SHOWROOM HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9-9 • Friday 9-7:30 • Saturday. 9-6 • OPEN Sunday 11-5
2ND SHOWROOM Now Open For Your Convenience • 1515 Utica Ave.
†/* Prices/Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title and MV fees which are additional & may 
be payable upon consummation in lieu of Lincoln rebates. Closed end lease subject to credit approval thru 
Lincoln AFS. Total Payments/purchase option: $9,900/$24,423 (Lincoln MKZ), $12,204/$24,647 (Lincoln MKX), 
$9,900/$22,492 (Lincoln MKC). Leases are 25¢ per mile over Lincoln MKZ 7,500, Lincoln MKC/Lincoln MKX 
7,500 miles per year. Lessee responsible fore excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Dealer not responsible for typo-
graphical errors photos used for illustrative purposes only. DCA#0806391, DMV#6240988. www.PremierLincoln.com

 WELCOME MCU
MEMBERS
AUTHORIZED

AUTONET DEALER
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Auto NetAuto Net

LINCOLN  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
WE SERVICE ALL 

LINCOLN VEHICLES
NO MATTER WHERE YOU PURCHASED IT!

718-859-5200

�

LINCOLN
Lease Lincoln Direct For
Much, Much Less.
Plus Get Priority Treatment In Our Service Department

$275 per month 36 month lease. Automatic, Moon Roof, P/S, ABS, 
A/C, and Much More! MSRP $38,420, VIN#3LJR614126, $4,487 Due 
at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment, $3,842 Down Payment, 
$645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify $2250 
Lincoln RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees. add’l. Expires 5/31/18.  

$275 per month 36 month lease. 100A Group, 2.0L 4 Cyl Engine, Moonroof, 
Remote Start, P/S, A/C and More! MSRP $36,190, VIN#5LJUL22626, 
$4,539 Due at Inception Includes 1st Month Payment $3,619 Down 
Payment, $645 Bank Fee, $0 Security Deposit. For those who qualify 
$1000 RCL Cash. Tax, Title MV fees add’l. Expires 5/31/18.

$275†

LEASE PER MONTH 
36  MONTHS

YOUR
CHOICE

 • Meticulous 200-Point inspection by 
  factory trained technicians
• The confi dence of a 6-year/100,000
  mile comprehensive warranty coverage

2015 LINCOLN MKZ AWD

Auto, A/C, Green. 50K 
Mi. Stk#2606F.

$16,895BUY
FOR

*
2015 LINCOLN MKC SELECT AWD

Only 9K Mi. Tan, V6, Auto, 
P/W/L. Stk#2651F.

$24,999BUY
FOR

*
2015 LINCOLN MKS AWD 

Auto, A/C, Nav, Moonroof, 
Grey and More! Stk# 2775F 

$27,995BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKZ PREMIERE
BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKC PREMIERE

2018 LINCOLN 

CONTINENTAL
INCREDIBLE LIVERY PRICING ON SELECT MODELS! 

2018 LINCOLN 

NAVIGATOR
4 AVAILABLE... LEASING FOR MUCH, MUCH LESS!

GET INCREDIBLE MAY DEALS!

Select 101A, 3.7L V6 Engine, 6-Speed Automatic, P/S, ABS, A/C 
& Much More! MSRP $43,705, VIN#2LJBL19356. $5,354 Due at 
Inception Inc. 1st Month Payment, $4,370 Down Payment, $645 Bank 
Fee, $0 Security Deposit. Tax, Title & MV Fees addt’l. Expires 5/31/18.

BRAND NEW 2018 LINCOLN

MKX PREMIERE

$339
PER MO./36 MOS LEASE

†

FINANCING
UP TO 60 MOS.

0%
APR

OR $3500
LINCOLN CUSTOMER 

INCENTIVES
0% APR fi nancing available up to 
60 mos at $16.67 per month per 
$1,000 fi nanced; with approved 
credit on select models not to be 
combined with other offers.

We
Accept 

All Makes 
& Models

For
Service

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

2014 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 4x4

Auto, Leather, Nav, Black, 
57K Mi, Stk#2862F

$29,999BUY
FOR

*

CERTIFIED


